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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It looks like something 

is coming to the Whitestone 
Cinema site, but probably not 
a Paragon Outlets mall. 

The owner of the shuttered 
multiplex movie theater site 
at the Bruckner Interchange, 
Lightstone Group, is offering  
the large parcel for sale, a 
spokesman confi rmed. 

“We recently received sev-
eral attractive unsolicited of-
fers for the property which 
prompted us to evaluate the 
feasibility of selling the prop-
erty rather than developing,” 
read a statement from Light-
stone. “We are in the early 
stages of discussion with sev-
eral purchasers.” 

 If this happens, it does not 
appear that Paragon Outlets 
would operate there, as had 
previously been planned. 

Paragon is a subsidiary of 
Lightstone, the spokesman, 
Chris Bastardi,  confi rmed. 

According to a source 

with knowledge about the sit-
uation, another outlet mall 
may come to the location any-
way as Lightstone frequently 
packages deals like this for 
others to purchase. 

No decision has been 
made, according to Light-
stone, which remained up-
beat about the Bronx’s eco-
nomic potential. 

“Investing in the Bronx 
has always been a priority for 
Lightstone and we are grate-
ful for the support of local of-
fi cials and organizations who 
share our vision for bringing 
more economic development 
to the borough,” read the 
statement. 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. said at a meeting of 
the City Island Civic Associa-
tion on Tuesday, March 24, in 
response to a question raised 
by the organization’s cor-
responding secretary John 
Doyle, that it did not look like 
that Paragon would happen. 

In the local community, 
speculation and ideas fl our-
ished as news spread that the 
site may not become an outlet 
mall, or at least not as origi-
nally planned. 

Mary Jane Musano of the 
Waterbury LaSalle Commu-
nity Association said that 
concerns about increased 
traffi c at the Bruckner Inter-
change would be temporarily 
alleviated. 

She would like to see a 
large comprehensive school 
at the site, but believes that 
realistically, the community 
will get more shopping. 

Bob Bieder, the president 
of the 45th Precinct Com-
munity Council, said the lo-
cation next to the site, the 
Bruckner Interchange, is the 
location of the most number 
of accidents in the precinct. 

“It is a good news-bad 
news scenario,” he said, add-

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Community Education 

Council 11 is not going  down 
without a fi ght.

The CEC has fi led an ap-
peal with the Department of 
Education’s Panel on Educa-
tional Policy over the approval 
of a charter school co-location 
in Pelham Garden’s M.S. 144 
building.

The Bronx Charter School 
for Better Learning II plans 
to open in the fall with 75 kin-
dergarten students, and ex-
pands to grade 5 in the coming 
years. 

The building in question is 
currently occupied by the Mi-

chelangelo Junior High School 
and the Pelham Gardens Mid-
dle School but is signifi cantly 
under-utilized. According 
to the DOE, only about two-
thirds of the space is used.

The CEC would like to see 
that extra space used by Dis-
trict 11, said president Pa-
mela Johnson, because many 
neighborhood schools are 
overcrowded. 

“Where ever it’s over-
crowded, it’s going to get 
more overcrowded in coming 
years,” said Johnson.

Johnson said the district 
desperately needs more mid-

dle schools, and using space 
for a K-5 charter doesn’t make 
sense.

“We’ve been screaming 
for middle school seats,” said 
Johnson. 

That overcrowding is most 
apparent in the fi ve district 
schools still using transport-
able classroom units. Johnson 
said the TCUs are dilapidated 
and inconvenient, and she 
wants those students moved 
out of trailers in to the main 
buildings. 

But another reason for the 
appeal is because the CEC did 

Juliet Centeno, Sloane Hinchcliffe and Edith Segarra enjoyed 
Senator Jeff Klein’s Easter Bunny Breakfast at Villa Barone Manor 
on Saturday, March 28. For more photos see page 42. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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ALLEY CAT CAFE

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE
(718) 824-0168

TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

FEATURING
Brisket

St. Louis Ribs 
Pulled Pork

Beef Short Ribs
Pork Belly  Salmon 

Burnt Ends
Whole or 

Half Chickens

FREE DELIVERY

APPETIZERS, SIDES, WRAPS
SANDWICHES and SALADS

WE’RE
SMOKIN’
7 DAYS A WEEK

15 Family Plans To Choose From View 
Our Complete Menu at

www.alleycatcafebronxbbq.com

HAPPY HOUR 3 to 7pm

Sunday - Thursday  11am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday  11am - 12am

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Jospeh Oddo, a community leader 

in Pelham Bay who was a fi rm believer 
that public service should be at the 
heart of government, has died. 

Oddo, 64, was acting president of the 
Pelham Bay Taxpayers and Commu-
nity Association, having recently as-
cended to that position after the passing 
of another civic leader, Antia Valenti. 

He died suddenly, passing away in 
early morning on Tuesday, March 31, 
said his brother Salvatore Oddo. 

He had a variety of ideas for local 
projects, including rerouting traffi c in 
Pelham Bay near Amendola Plaza to 
lessen traffi c congestion on local streets, 
and getting a four-way stop for motor-
ists at Coddington and Crosby avenues, 
an intersection he said was prone to ac-
cidents for decades. 

Joe was known for his detailed 
knowledge of city government, much 
of which may have been honed when 
he was a Parks Department employee 
in the 1970s, according to his own ac-
count. 

Senator Jeff Klein called Oddo a ded-
icated community leader and a friend to 
himself and his offi ce.  

“His sudden death makes me appre-
ciate even more the intensity by which 
he lived life and his desire to see great 
things happen to the Pelham Bay com-
munity and the Bronx,” said Klein. “He 
never stopped thinking and he never 
stopped caring, his fi ghting spirit and 
deep passion for life shone brightly 
through in everything he did.” 

Councilman James Vacca said that 
Oddo was also very active in the Water-
bury-LaSalle Community Association, 
and became involved in the PBTCA af-
ter Valenti revitalized it. 

“He was a guy who came to my offi ce 
many times with issues in the commu-
nity,” said Vacca. “He was very much 
on top of many of the situations; I found 
him to be very responsible and level-
headed.” 

While he had strong opinions, Oddo 

was also willing to listen and be reason-
able, the councilman said. 

Vacca added that along with the 
death several years ago of Michael 
Crescenzo, longtime president of the 
Pelham Bay Taxpayers, and of Valenti, 
Oddo’s passing has left a void in the 
community. 

Oddo was also very much involved 
in the situation at 1870 Pelham Park-
way South, a former hospital property, 
trying to fi nd suitable ideas for uses at 
the building over the past several years, 
including a plan he worked on with As-
semblyman Michael Benedetto for vet-
erans housing there. 

Benedetto said both men were sur-
prised to learn the building, known 
as the Pelham Grand, was being occu-
pied by a facility run by a social-service 
agency which ultimately set up shop 
there last summer. But Oddo perse-
vered, ultimately siting on a community 
advisory board at the Pelham Grand. 

“He was the very epitome of what 
you hope a great community leader 
would be,” said the assemblyman. “He 
was intelligent and concerned, and at 
the same time caring, with a wealth of 
common sense about him.” 

Community leader Annie Boller 
said he was an action-oriented man, 
who upon hearing a concern, would fre-
quently urge discussion and action. 

Oddo’s cause of death was not read-
ily available as of press time.

Arrangements were also not yet 
available as of press time, but the 
wake is expected to be at Sisto Funeral 
Home.  Oddo had a close association 
with St. Theresa Church, according to 
interviews with Oddo before he passed 
away. 

His brother Salvatore said that he 
leaves behind several siblings includ-
ing himself, two other brothers, Paul 
and Anthony and a sister Rosalie. 

His father, Salvatore, predeceased 
him. His mother Marianna lives in Pel-
ham Bay. 

Joe Oddo had an interest in improving the quality of life for Pelham Bay residents. 
 Photo courtesy of Annie Boller

Pelham Bay leader 
Joe Oddo dies at 64
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

This building is being constructed through the Low-Income Affordable Marketplace Program (LAMP) of the  
New York City Housing Development Corporation and the Low Income Rental Program (LIRP) of the  

New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development. 

Affordable Housing for Rent 
95 NEWLY CONSTRUCTED UNITS  

Soundview Family Housing  

401 Bronx River Avenue, Soundview, Bronx  
 

Transit: Bus: Bx27 
More Info: www.Lemlewolff.com 
No application fee. No broker’s fee. 

Who Should 
Apply? 

Individuals or households who meet the income and 
household size requirements listed in the table below 
may apply. Qualified applicants will be required to meet 
additional selection criteria. Applicants who live in New 
York City receive a general preference for apartments. 

• 5% of units are set aside for mobility impaired applicants  
• 2% of units are set aside for visual or hearing impaired 
    applicants��
Preference for a percentage of units goes to: 
• Residents of Bronx Community District 9 (50%) 
• Municipal Employees (5%) 
• NYCHA Residents (25%)* 

How Do You Apply? 

When is the Deadline? 

What Happens After 
You Submit an 
Application? 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
HPD Commissioner Vicki Been 
HDC President Gary D. Rodney 
NYCHA Chair & Chief Executive Officer Shola Olatoye 

www.nyc.gov/housingconnect 

2. See Unit Requirements...   1. View the Available Units... 

 

** Rent includes gas for cooking, heat and hot water 

*** Household size includes everyone who will 
live with you, including parents and children. 
Subject to occupancy criteria. 

**** Household earnings includes 
salary, hourly wages, tips, Social 
Security, child support, and other 
income for household members. 
Income guidelines subject to change. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Size Monthly Rent** Units Available  Household Size*** Annual Household Earning**** 

1 bedroom $861 19 
 1 person   

2 people    
$30,926 - $36,300 
$30,926 - $41,460 

2 bedroom $1042 62 
 2 people  

3 people 
4 people 

$37,166 - $41,460 
$37,166 - $46,620 
$37,166 - $51,780 

3 bedroom $1,196 14 

 3 people 
4 people 
5 people 
6 people 

$42,892 - $46,620 
$42,892 - $51,780 
$42,892 - $55,980 
$42,892 - $60,120 

Apply online or through mail. To apply online, please go to: www.nyc.gov/housingconnect. To request 
an application by mail, send a postcard or self-addressed envelope, to: Lemle & Wolff, Inc., 5925 
Broadway, Bronx, NY 10463. Only send one application per development. Don’t submit duplicate 
applications. Do not apply online and also send in a paper application. Applicants who submit more than 
one application may be disqualified. 
 
Applications must be postmarked or submitted online no later than June 1

st
, 2015.  

Late applications will not be considered. 
 
After the deadline, applications are selected for review through a lottery process. If yours is selected and you 
appear to qualify, you will be invited to an interview to continue the process of determining your eligibility. 
Interviews are usually scheduled from 2 to 10 months after the application deadline. You will be asked to bring 
documents that verify your household size, identity of members of your household, and your household income. 

* NYCHA Preference priority as follows:  
 (i). NYCHA residents in Bronx Community District 9; 
 (ii). Current residents of other NYCHA developments; 
 (iii). Qualified NYCHA Section 8 Voucher Holders. 

PRE K FOR All at O.L.A.!

FFREE Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program 

OOPEN HOUSE- MONDAY APRIL 20TH  

55:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Registration is now open online at  www.nyc.gov/prek 

application period is March 16, 2015 to April 24, 2015 

Available for ALL four year olds residing in New York City 

Includes breakfast/snack and lunch 

Indoor and outdoor (onsite) play space 

Extended Day offered at After School Program from 2:15 to 5:45 p.m. 

For more information, call the school office at 718-829-1706

Our Lady of the Assumption School 

1617 Parkview Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461 

Belmont BID meeting
The Belmont Business Im-

provement District, will hold 
a merchant and resident com-
munity meeting on Tuesday, 
April 21, 6 p.m., at Rex Hall, 
602 E. 187th Street.

Invited representatives 
will include Councilman 
Ritchie Torres, 48th Precinct 
Deputy Inspector Thomas 

Connolly, and Bronx Traffi ce 
Enforcement Executive Offi -
cer Sol Lopez.

Join in at a forum to dis-
cuss your business and com-
munity concerns. Refresh-
ments will be served.

For further information 
call (718) BX-ITALY or visit 
www.BronxLittleItaly.com

Massimo Anthony

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please include 
a phone number or a way to con-
tact you in case of questions. 

Birth Announcement

Anna and Rino Bucco-

fusco of Young Avenue wel-
come their fi rst grandchild, 
Massimo Anthony, who was 
born on Saturday, January 24. 
Congratulations! 

Woodlawn’s Priscilla 

Coyle and Adrian Gonza-

lez welcomed their son Gian 

Carlo Gonzalez to the world 
on Thursday, March 7. The 
baby weighed eight pounds, 
three ounces.   

Rotary News 

The Rotary Club of the 
Bronx held regular meetings 
throughout February and 
March. At the Tuesday, Febru-
ary 17 meeting, club president 
Rick Sherman announced 
that two young children from 

Kosovo would be arriving soon 
for medical care. On Tuesday, 
February 24 the guest speaker 
was Louisa Boyle, who talked 
about the Freedom from Fis-
tula Foundation that helps 
African women with surgery 
after diffi cult childbirths.  
There was a discussion of the 
club’s upcoming president’s 
dinner. This year’s honorees 
will be Stephen Kaufman, 
a former assemblyman and 
councilman and well-known 
attorney; Steven Squitieri, 
the president of Sanitation 
Salvage; and John Bonizio, 
co-owner of Metro Optics. 

In Running for 

‘Best Pastries’

A Pelham Bay bakery is in 
the running for ‘Best Pastries’ 
in a competition called the 
‘Best in the Tri-State.’ This is 
a yearly contest coordinated 
annually by 77 ABC radio. Zep-
pieri & Son’s Italian Bakery 
is the bakery looking to take 
home honors in that category. 
Online voting will be ongo-
ing until Friday, April 10. You 
can vote at : http://www.wab-

cradio.com/common/page.
php?pt=bestof&id=10182&is_
corp=0 

The contest features vari-
ous categories and businesses 
from the New York, New Jer-
sey, and Connecticut area. 

They also hold an follow-up 
vote with many of the win-
ners of the fi rst round. The 
event is supported by four ra-
dio stations: 95.5 WPLJ, NASH 
FM 94.7, 77 WABC, and Radio 
103.9. 
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BREAKFAST

COLD STATION

HOT STATION

BEVERAGES

DESSERTS

$2995
 

$1495 

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 2015
SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND

Treat Mom To  
Something Special

JOIN US AT SCAVELLO’S ON THE ISLAND  
FOR OUR 
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Mosholu Montefiore Community Center 

Early Childhood Education 
2015-2016 School Year

 

Head Start  3 & 4 yrs  
Income Eligible 

3yr (10:30-4:30)  
4yr (8:30am-5pm)  
Includes UPK wrap around 

 
Locations:  

MMCC Main Building 
Northside Annex 

Van Cortlandt

 

Universal Pre-K  4 years 
Full Day (8:30am-2:50pm) Extended Day Available (Rates Apply) 

Half Day (8am-10:30am)  

Locations:  
MMCC Main Building 

Northside Annex 
Van Cortlandt 

Sotomayor Houses (Full Day Only)  

FREE! FREE! 
 

Childcare 1-4 years  
For working parents  

7:30am-6:30pm   
Limited opening available now 

 
Locations:  

MMCC Main Building 
Van Cortlandt

AFFORDABLE!

Van Cortlandt (Next to Library)

3380 Sedgwick Bronx, NY 10463     
718-543-0231 

NEW  Sotomayor Houses 
1818 Watson Ave, Bronx NY 10472 

718-654-0563

MMCC Main Building
3450 Dekalb Ave  Bronx NY 10467 

718-654-0563 

Northside Annex
3512 Deklab Ave  Bronx, NY 10467  

718-405-0020

LOCATIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION 
3450 Dekalb Ave Bronx, NY 10467  

718-882-4000  
www.mmcc.org

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
As community leaders in 

Hunts Point gear up for a new 
development opening later 
this year, they are trying to 
ward off potential problems.

The building of ‘The Cross-
ing’ shopping center at South-
ern Boulevard and Hunts 
Point Avenue was announced 
in March 2014, and is expected 
to be completed later this 
year.

The shopping center, on the 
site of a former gas station, is a 
two-level 45,000 square foot fa-
cility developed by the Prusik 
Group. 

It will feature the borough’s 
second Red Lobster, a 312-seat 
sit-down restaurant, in addi-
tion to a McDonalds and Deals 
discount store. Other tenants 
have not yet been announced.

The community is antici-
pating an infl ux of shoppers 
in the neighborhood as the 
restaurant draws people, and 
other local businesses hope 
the wealth will spread, said 
Southern Boulevard Business 
Improvement District direc-
tor Medina Sediq.

The new shopping center 
could be part of a development 

Hunts Point gets ready for Red Lobster opening

trend, said Community Board 
2 district manager Rafael Sal-
amanca, with a nearby Metro-
North train station planned in 
the coming years.

“I see economic growth,” 
said Salamanca.

The community is partic-
ularly looking forward to the 
arrival of Red Lobster.

“It’s great to have a sit-
down restaurant, we really 
don’t have that here,” said Sal-
amanca “It’ll bring a different 
taste to the neighborhood.”

The community is also an-
ticipating the new job oppor-
tunities, since the restaurant 
agreed to interview locals for 
the positions before anyone 

else.
“It’s absolutely positive,” 

said Sediq about the develop-
ment.

Yet the BID is concerned 
about the shopping center’s 
lack of parking provisions.

The initial project, which 
featured space for big-box 
retailers as well as hous-

ing, included a lot, but when 
the project was signifi cantly 
downsized last year the park-
ing plans disappeared as well. 

The Prusik Group did not 
return requests for comment.

Sediq worries the lack of 
parking will impact the suc-
cess of Red Lobster.

“If I came onto Southern 
Boulevard and couldn’t fi nd 
parking, I would leave,” said 
Sediq. “They may lose poten-
tial customers.” 

Salamanca said the infl ux 
of diners and shoppers could 
cause issues with both traffi c 
congestion and parking.

“I could see parking being a 
little more diffi cult, “ he said.

But the BID and the com-
munity board are being pro-
active. They are discussing 
options to limit the potential 
impact, said Salamanca, one 
of which is involves working 
with a nearby private lot to 
market their services to Red 
Lobster customers.

“There are more pros than 
cons at this point,” said Sala-
manca. “We’re really excited 
this development is being 
built.”

An artist’s rendering of ‘The Crossings,’ an upcoming Hunt’s Point’s shopping center that includes a Red Lob-
ster. Courtesy of the Prusik Group
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

P.O. Rosa Rodriguez and P.O. James Li are two of the finest examples of the newest generation of 
New York City police officers. Both sacrificed their health to protect their fellow New Yorkers. But if they can’t 

return to work, their disability benefits will be substantially less than those of their more senior colleagues. 

For some recently hired police officers, 
those benefits amount to less than $27 a day.

Photo by Brigitte Stelzer.
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Building Successful Relationships in the Bronx

Defining The Difference

Left to right: Michael LaSalle, VP; Rebecca Polanco, First VP; David Isaac, VP and Denise Rodriguez, Assistant VP

We are…

 Lending
 Competitive
 Customer Focused

Rebecca Polanco 
First VP & Bronx Area Manager |  (347) 706-3312

www.hudsonvalleybank.com
“We are here for your business.”

 
Member FDIC

BY ROBERT WIRSING
After assisting crime vic-

tims for almost a decade, a lo-
cal non-profi t program is in 
need of help following recent 
state-mandated funding cuts.   

On Tuesday, March 17, the 
Crime Victims Support Ser-
vices of the North Bronx Inc. of-
fi cially announced their spring 
fundraising campaign via Ra-
zoo, an online crowdfunding 
site, which aims to raise $60,000 
for program costs.

“The fi nancial viability of 
our program depends on a mix-
ture of funding from elected of-
fi cials, grants, donations, and 
of course, our own fund raising 
efforts,” Joanne Cicero, CVSS 
executive director explained.

“Crime doesn’t take a vaca-
tion. There’s no time off and 
crime does not discriminate. 
Victims are of all ages, from 
all walks of life, all creeds, all 
races, every corner of soci-
ety. We are working very hard 
so that victims don’t have to 
struggle alone to overcome the 
impact of crime,” she added.

On June 20, 1995, Cice-
ro’s 17-year old son, Paul was 
senselessly murdered by a vio-

Crime Victims Support Services needs assistance
lent street gang searching for 
someone else that night. This 
prompted her to become a vet-
eran advocate for crime vic-
tims’ rights for 20 years.

“I knew I was never going to 
be myself again, but I realized 
that I could help other people 
in similar circumstances be-
cause I went through it,” Cicero 
revealed.  

Founded in 2005, CVSS pro-
vides clients assistance in fi l-
ing for compensation from the 
New York State Offi ce of Vic-
tims Services which covers fu-
neral expenses, loss of income, 
medical bills, mental health 
services and job retainment 
among others.

The program’s trained ad-
vocates provide comprehensive 
direct services and support to 
underserved victims of crime 
and violent crime throughout 
New York City’s communities.

CVSS provides free services 
as crisis therapy, counseling, 
personal advocacy, criminal 
justice advocacy, court accom-
paniment, homicide support 
groups, domestic violence ad-
vocacy, lock replacements, as 
well as information and refer-

rals for clients.
Further, this non-profi t 

guides clients through the 
criminal justice system and 
provides them access to assis-
tance from other governmental 
and private agencies.

Last year, the state re-
vamped the competitive Re-
quest for Proposal process by 
making it online accessible. 

Cicero said CVSS was 
awarded a three year contract 
effective October 1 and was 
spared from closure unlike 
18 other non-profi t state pro-
grams.  

She explained the program’s 
funding was cut over the last 
year by NYS OVS, however the 
funding they did secure does 
not cover all of CVSS’ operat-
ing costs. 

Cicero added 20% would 
need to be raised in order to 
cover these particular ex-
penses.

Funds CVSS received last 
year from the city and state 
would also aid the program’s 
cause to a degree.

To contribute your tax-de-
ductible donation, visit www.
razoo.com/story/Crime-Vic-

tims-Support-Services-Of-The-
North-Bronx.

If interested in donating 
and/or fundraising for CVSS, 
click on the box labeled ‘Fund-
raise for this Cause’ located 
on the lower right-hand side of 
their Razoo page.

“It’s not only a question of 
fi nding the funding, but it’s 

also about raising awareness 
about victims’ rights and the 
service we offer to all New York-
ers,” Cicero divulged. “There is 
so much more work to be done 
to support innocent victims of 
crime. We seek to continue this 
program and the only way to do 
that is to be able to meet our op-
erating costs.”

Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx, Inc. is conducting a 
springtime fundraiser to cover operating costs. 
 Photo courtesy of Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx, Inc.
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NYC WORKS BETTER PAID SICK LEAVEwith

“Now staying home with
the flu won’t affect my 
paycheck.”

NYC’s Paid Sick Leave Law applies to most employees. Contact 311 or visit 

nyc.gov/PaidSickLeave for information or to file a complaint about an employer.

Join the #PaidSickLeave conversation 
on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.
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Aura Delgado was only 
19 years old when she began 
her career with Verizon in 
the Corporate Service De-
partment in December, 1999. 
It was a small team, but one 
with a lot of experience.

“The department con-
sisted of approximately 12 
employees, all of whom had 
25 or more years of service,” 
said Aura. “But it was while 
working in this department 
with such a great group of 
people, that I learned about 
the Tuition Assistance Pro-
gram as well as the other 
great benefits Verizon had to 
offer.”

Verizon’s Tuition Assis-
tance Program offers all em-
ployees across the company 
up to $8,000 per year to con-

tinue their education. It’s a 
big part of how Verizon at-
tracts and retains employees, 
but the company also looks 
at it as an investment in its 
business. “Much more than 
a retention tool, tuition as-
sistance is one of the ways we 
support and encourage em-
ployee development, which is 
critical to the success of our 
business,” said Amy Hirsch, 
director of leadership devel-
opment in Verizon’s Human 
Resources department.

“Employees who partici-
pate in the Tuition Assis-
tance Program are develop-
ing academic credentials and 
critical skills that can help 
them grow in their current 
roles and perhaps take on new 
roles that accomplish their 

career goals,” she added.
Aura began using the pro-

gram in 2003, and over the 
last 11 years she has com-
pleted four degrees and two 
certifications – an Associate’s 

Degree in business adminis-
tration (2005), a tax consul-
tant certification for federal 
and state returns (2006) and 
then corporate returns 
(2007), a Bachelor of Science 
in marketing (2007), a Master 
of Business Administration 
(2010) and a Master of Science 
in accounting (2014). 

“I am proud to say that 
I am an employee who has 
taken full advantage of the 
Tuition Assistance Pro-
gram,” says Aura. “The pro-
gram afforded me the oppor-
tunity to pursue my dreams 
by assisting with my tuition 
needs and proved that any-
thing is possible if given the 
right tools to succeed.”

Aura’s utilization of tu-
ition assistance is a common 

use by Verizon employees 
who typically work towards 
associates, bachelors and 
masters degrees that they 
feel will be useful in their 
current roles or future ones 
they hope to one day move 
into. 

“Academic degrees can 
make an employee a stron-
ger candidate for new job op-
portunities,” says Amy. “We 
find that employees who take 
advantage of educational 
programs are more likely to 
move laterally or upward to 
new roles in the company, 
and they tend to stay longer 
at Verizon.”

Aura Delgado counts her-
self as one of them. “By far 
this is not the end of my edu-
cational experience.”

Verizon’s Tuition Assistance Program Helps 
Employees Pursue Their Dreams

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
35 Years Serving The Community

Formally of Morris Park

CALL THE SPECIALISTS

Midco Accounting Services Inc.                                                                                                                                  
1075 Central Park Avenue                                                                                                                                           

Apple Bank Plaza, Suite 205                                                                                                                                         
Scarsdale, New York  10583                                                                                                                                         

Tel: 914-723 -8500  Fax: 914-723-8576                                                                                                                      
www.midcotax.com                    

Michael J. Di Costanzo Sr.
Tax Consultant
michael@midcotax.com

Michael J. Di Costanzo Jr., CPA
miked@midcotax.com

42nd PCT.
Monday, March 23, 4:10 p.m. — 

Two male suspects entered a grocery 
store located at 1175 Vyse Avenue and 
pointed a black fi rearm at an employee, 
demanding money. 

The suspects then proceeded to re-
move cash from the register and a skull 
cap, and fl ed the location. 

 Saturday, March 28, 8:10 a.m. — 
Police found a 46-year-old female DOA 
in an apartment of a male friend at Tin-
ton Avenue and East 168th Street The 
woman’s hands were tied and body was 
wrapped in a blanket. A 53-year-old male 
was arrested later that day and charged 
with second-degree murder and man-
slaughter.

Friday, March 27, 12:33 a.m. —Po-
lice responded to reports of a victim 
robbed of a cell phone at 1109 Franklin 
Avenue by three males who fled south-
bound toward 3rd Avenue. One suspect 

was arrested.

43rd PCT.
Thursday, March 9, 5:30 p.m. — 

Police responded to reports of a male 
shot at 1250 Morrison Avenue outside VZ 
Deli Grocery. 

The victim, a 44-year-old employee of 
the deli, was transported to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center. Suspects were thought to be 
aiming at two men standing near the vic-
tim. One suspect was later arrested.

50th PCT.
Saturday, March 28,  3:55 p.m. — 

Police responded to reports of a male 
shot at Raine Lounge, 170 W. 233rd 
Street. The incident was the result of an 
argument between the suspect and the 
24-year-old victim, who was transported 
to St. Barnabas Hospital with a gunshot 
wound to the torso.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND
INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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12:00 - 4:30 PM

 

email Recycle@GrowNYC.org   Call 212.788.0227
GrowNYC.org/Swap

12:00 - 3:00 PM

AT OWEN DOLAN PARK

APRIL 25, 2015

in partnership with  

The Westchester Square BID

 Bring clean, reusable portable items 

such as clothing, house wares, electronics,  

books & toys that you no longer need.

No furniture or large items. 

Take home something new-to-you, FREE!

You don’t have to bring something  

to take something.

GrowNYC’s Office of  

Recycling Outreach and  

Education is a NYC Department  

of Sanitation funded program.

COUNCILMAN JAMES VACCA 
PRESENTS

THE WESTCHESTER  

SQUARE BID

2:00 - 4:30 PM
THE ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:

Chrys Napolitano, Composting Demonstrations

Face painting  Music, and Bounce House

Recycled Arts & Crafts

District Flower Planting & Clean Up

Create Recycle Trinket Box 

Plant Your Own Flowers & Take Home  

(while supplies last) 

For More Information,  

please call (718) 597-4629  

or visit our website at WSBID.ORG

PPPPl

FREE  
GIFTS (while supplies last))

Coloring Books,  

Bookmarks, and  

much more!

Amerigroup
NYC Department of Sanitation | Recycling and Sustainability

New York Botanical Garden
NYC Parks 

Harvest Fields Community Church 
Bronx Zoo

(SAN) Survivors Action Network
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A healthy
program

Dear editor,
After reading your section 

about, ‘Klein funds healthy af-
ter-school program,’ published 
on March 21st, it’s more than 
heartwarming to know that 
people truly care about chil-
dren’s health and are willing 
to put a foot forward to help 
these kids, and make a differ-
ence in their lives.

It’s incredible that Sena-
tor Jeff Klien funded $50,000 
for YMCA Healthy Eating and 
Physical Activity Standards 
for after school programs. 

It’s no secret that there are 
plenty of unhealthy children 
in New York City, and across 
the nation as well. 

To get children in schools 
started at a young age to un-
derstand that being healthy 
and fi t is important, but also 
fun, is an amazing thing. Too 
many kids are too comfort-
able avoiding their vegetables 
and fruits, and would much 
rather lean on chips and soda 
for a snack. Along with the 
kids that rather go home and 
watch television and play 
video games, instead of being 
active, I think this program 
will help parents and students 
open their eyes. 

The YMCA Healthy Eat-
ing physical Activity Stan-
dard program is a program 
that inspires people to get in-
volved and speak to their lo-
cal schools, have events, and 
make after school programs 
that keep children active. The 
program is a excellent exam-
ple that many should follow, 
the YMCA Healthy Eating and 
Physical Activity Standards 
program took that extra step 
to help show students that 
they have a choice.

Rassey De Los Santos  

Low-cost
neuter center
(The following letter was 

sent to Mayor de Blasio re: the 
opening of an animal shelter in 
the Bronx)

B.A.S.E. supports City 
Council Member Paul Val-
lone’s bill (No. 485) introduced 
in September 2014, a Local 
Law to amend the adminis-
trative code of the city of New 
York, in relation to animal 
shelters and to ensure that a 
full-service shelter is main-
tained in each borough of the 

city of New York. 
Recently, our group met 

with Elvin Garcia, Bronx bor-
ough director of the Commu-
nity Assistance Unit and Jeff 
Dupee, senior community liai-
son of the Community Affairs 
Unit, for a two-hour discussion 
concerning the ongoing crisis 
animal rescuers and the pub-
lic must contend with without 
a full-service animal shelter 
located in the borough.  

We talked in-depth about 
how certifi ed Trap-Neuter-Re-
turn (TNR) rescuers are being 
forced to slow down their ef-
forts due to a lack of a place for 
‘holding and aftercare.’ TNR 
rescuers are even hanging up 
their traps because without 
the resources of city govern-
ment to back them up fi nan-
cially, they simply cannot af-
ford it anymore.   

One of our proposals to Mr. 
Dupee was for AC&C to fur-
nish a TNR clinic facility with 
aftercare services.

After our meeting we im-
mediately sent them an email.  
Compromise, is key to a new 
healthy relationship. Tell us 
how we can help AC&C help 
us.  Time is running out for 
the Bronx.  

BASE suggests AC&C im-
mediately give the Bronx a sta-
tionary Low-Cost Spay-Neuter 
Clinic in their Receiving Cen-
ter on Fordham Road.  There 
is room (200 square feet is the 
minimal space necessary to do 
their work).  A one-time start-
up cost is only approximately 
$40,000.  This would allow 
TNR rescuers to have a place 
to continue to spay-neuter the 
feral/stray population.  

Bronx Animal Shelter 

Endeavor (BASE)

Marion Koenig 

Dorothea Poggi

Donna Dechiaro

 Bernadette Ferrera

Good
neighbors

(The following letter was 
sent to the owners of Havana 
Cafe.)

We are contacting you to-
day on behalf of the Water-
bury LaSalle Community As-
sociation, a community-based 
organization that operates in 
the Schuylerville community.   
In recent months, members 
of our association have con-
tacted us about constant noise 
emanating from your estab-
lishment that goes well into 
the morning hours. These con-

ditions can very well lead to a 
depreciation of home values 
within our community.  As 
a solid middle-class commu-
nity, the homes our neighbors 
purchase are often the larg-
est and most important they 
make during their lifetime.   

Many of our members have 
been present and participated 
at the  last Community Board 
10 full board meeting as well 
as the February 4 Economic 
Development Committee 
meeting in which there were 
lengthy discussions regarding 
your establishment.  

We would like to thank 
you for your cooperation in 
agreeing to remediate the is-
sues. The fi xes include a visit 
from DEP, a wall around the 
air conditioning unit, a wall 
behind the buildings kitchen 
area, indoor soundproofi ng 
and not leaving the front doors 
open. While we understand 
that the construction aspects 
are contingent upon landlord 
approval, we applaud your 
initiative. We would be more 
than happy to write a letter 
of support to the landlord in 
hopes that it would sway their 
decision towards it. 

While we recognize that 
sound levels were usually 
within the legal limit, one has 
to understand that the con-
stant loud bass levels that go 
on for hours (upwards of six 
hours till 4 a.m.) are simply 
annoying and disturbing to 
nearby residents. 

As stated at full board meet-
ing on February 19, the music 
had been successfully lowered 
since the issue was brought up 
at the Economic Development 
Committee meeting and has 
not been an issue. This has 
been a big and welcome im-
provement and we thank you. 
Also, as stated at the full board 
meeting, we have no other is-
sues with your establishment 

Business
loans

Dear editor, 
Growing up around my 

grandfather’s butcher shop in 
Soundview in the ‘60s and 70s, 
I learned not only the value of 
hard-work but also this sim-
ple truth: small businesses 
are the backbone of our com-
munities. The same holds true 
today – from family run res-
taurants to neighborhood re-
tail stores – small businesses 
are the economic engine of the 
Bronx. These businesses cre-
ate good-paying jobs, pump 
money back into the local 
economy and spur innovation 
and entrepreneurship.

That’s why Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz, Jr., the 
BOEDC and I announced a 
major investment in our local 
small businesses last week. 
The Bronx Revolving Loan 
Fund will provide small busi-
nesses – of different sizes and 
sectors – with nearly $500,000 
in new loans. These loans will 
range from $2,500 - $50,000 
and are available to all Bronx-
based businesses immedi-
ately.

I know the hardships small 
business owners face today. 
That’s why I made sure these 
funds could be used in fl exible 
ways. The only requirement 
for applicants is that they be 
registered in the Bronx for 
two or more years. 

Senator Jeff Klein 

barring the noise.  
Good neighbors welcome 

good neighbors. Might we 
also suggest a change in week-
end management? Previously, 
weekend management was not 
being responsive to commu-
nity complaints.  

Waterbury LaSalle 

Community Association

MORE LETTERS ON PAGE 33

Letters to the editor are welcome from all readers. 
They should be addressed care of this newspaper to 
Laura Guerriero, Publisher, the Bronx Times Re-
porter, 3604 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465, or 
e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, in-
cluding those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed 
and with a verifi able address and telephone number 
included. Note that the  address and telephone num-
ber  will NOT be published and the name will be pub-
lished or withheld upon request. No unsigned letters 
can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves 
the right to edit all submissions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
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Cancer Screening Saves Lives
We can help You

Together we can reverse these trends.
The Bronx County Cancer Services Program can provide you with free cancer screenings.

For an appointment call 718-579-6453

The fight against breast, cervical and colorectal cancer begins with 
regular screenings. We can provide free screenings regardless of 
citizenship status for breast, cervical and colorectal cancer, if you:

Have no health insurance

Are between 40 and 64 years old

Live in the Bronx

Did You Know?
108 people in the Bronx are diagnosed with cancer each week

Breast cancer is the second leading cause of death among 
women in New York State

In 2012, an estimated 3,000 New Yorkers may have lost their 
battle against colorectal cancer
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Funded by a grant from the New York State Department 
of Health, Bureau of Chronic Disease Control
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Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow

Children born in 2011 are eligible to apply
for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K.

Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Montefiore Medical Cen-

ter has pulled the plug on 
its proposed Riverdale out-
patient facility following 
a short history marked by 
public outcry and redesigns.

Planned as an 11-story, 
93,000 square foot build-
ing at Riverdale Avenue, 
the project immmediately 
raised concern among resi-
dents claiming it would be 
detrimental to the commu-
nity.

At its original height, 
Montefiore’s outpatient fa-
cility would have overshad-
owed neighboring small 
businesses which are mostly  
1-story tall.

This resulted in Senator 
Jeff Klein and Assemblyman 
Jeffrey Dinowitz passing a 
law last March for any Bronx 
healthcare complex measur-
ing over three stories and 
30,000 square feet to endure 
a lengthy review process. 

Such projects were re-
quired to undergo a series 
of mandatory community 
forums before receiving ap-
proval by the state Depart-
ment of Health.

In September, Montefiore 

Montefi ore pulls plug on Riverdale facility
Medical Center and Simone 
Healthcare Development 
unveiled a redesign com-
plying with legislation and 
residents’ feedback to Com-
munity Board 8’s Land Use 
Committee. 

It was scaled back to a 
6-story, 29,000 square foot 
building with two medi-
cal facility floors and three 
parking garage floors. 

Montefiore said in a Sep-
tember press statement the 
facility would have had 25 
highly-accomplished doc-
tors specializing in internal 
medicine, cardiology, pedi-
atrics, and many other ser-
vices. 

Assemblyman Dinow-
itz confirmed the Riverdale 
community was opposed to 
this facility even after its re-
vision. 

“It was a great idea in 
the abstract, but in reality 
this was a really bad spot 
to have the facility. Traffic 
is already an issue here and 
many felt that having the 
outpatient medical clinic 
in this location would have 
made it even worse,” the as-
semblyman explained.

The decision to withdraw 

this project was announced 
Friday, March 13 during a 
meeting with state officials 
at Dinowitz’s office.  

“The withdrawal of Mon-
tefiore’s proposal to build a 
traffic-generating medical 
center in a residential neigh-
borhood is a major victory 
for the Riverdale commu-
nity. 

Local elected officials 
delivered the community’s 
concerns to Montefiore and 
Simone Development and 
our open, ongoing dialogue 
led to a very positive out-
come. It’s a win-win for our 
community,” Senator Klein 
stated.

“Montefiore has been lis-
tening closely to the River-
dale community for the past 
year and we value the feed-
back we have received. 

“Working with River-
dale’s elected officials, com-
munity board, and residents, 
we have decided not to pur-
sue building on the Riverdale 
Avenue site and will instead 
explore how we can enhance 
our existing services in the 
neighborhood. Moving for-
ward, we will continue to of-
fer Riverdale residents the 

exceptional healthcare they 
have come to expect from 
Montefiore for decades,” 
Lynn Richmond, Montefiore 
Health System executive 
vice president said. 

“This is good news for 
the community who made it 
clear this building was too 
big. Though Montefiore is 
highly regarded in the com-
munity and practices first 
class medicine, they should 
be congratulated for having 
respected the community’s 
wishes in regards to this 
facility and its location,” 
Charles Moerdler, CB 8 Land 
Use Committee chairman di-
vulged.

On Monday, March 30, 
Senator Gustavo Rivera said 
the Health and Mental Hy-
geine Budget passed 60 to 
one, containing a provision 
that repealed Klein’s legisla-
tion. 

“While I strongly believe 
community input should be a 
key part of any development 
project, the provision added 
in last year’s budget had the 
potential to needlessly de-
lay or prevent the construc-
tion of new healthcare facili-
ties in our borough. As the 

county that continuously 
ranks last in health in New 
York State, Bronx residents 
could not afford to have yet 
another obstacle standing 
in the way of the healthcare 
they need,” Senator Rivera 
expressed. 

According to Dinowitz, 
Simone Development re-
cently proposed a 14-story 
luxury housing complex for 
the site following the outpa-
tient facility’s dissolution.

A rendering of Montefi ore Medical 
Center’s proposed outpatient facil-
ity in Riverdale. Photo courtesy of 
Simone Development / File Photo
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EASTER BLOWOUT!
TRUCKLOADS OF NEW ITEMS ARRIVING DAILY

$10

LADIES
SPRING FASHION
HANDBAGS
AND
SPRING
SCARVES & under

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

MENS & BOYS 
FASHION SUITS $20Assorted Styles

BOYS VESTED SHIRT, TIE & PANT SET $13

PLAY BALL!
MENS • LADIES • KIDS

YANKEES • METS
FASHION TEES • FLEECE HOODS

TRACK JACKETS • JERSEYS
HATS • NOVELTIES

& MORE

MENS NEW ARRIVALS

EASTER DRESS SHOES
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

• Woven Shirts • Plaid Shorts
• License Character Tees 
• Short Sets • V-Necks • Stripe Polos

• Denim Jeans • Casual Pants • Shorts
• Branded Tees • Rocawear Shirts

$4
$6

BOYS SPRING
BUYOUT!

• JOGGERS • PRINT SHORTS 
• LINEN COORDINATES
• YOUNG MENS SPORTSWEAR

• SHORT SLEEVE POLOS 
TEES • V-NECKS

• ACTIVE SHORTS

DRESS SHIRT & TIE SETS $8

$10

HOTTEST NEW SPRING
STYLES & COLORS

MENS SHIRT
& TIE SETS

$8
BOYS SHIRT
& TIE SETS

$7
BOYS DRESS

PANTS

2for
$10

Mens $30

$6 each

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • @formanmills1 • MON-THURS 9AM-9:30PM • FRI-SAT 8AM-10PM • CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY

$7
5FOR

$5

GIRLS DESIGNER 
COORDINATES
MIX & MATCH  Tops • Tees • Shorts • Pants

GIRLS TEES
Short Sleeves

GIRLS SPRING
FASHION BLOWOUT!

LADIES & GIRLS
SPRING DRESSES
Hottest New Colors & Styles of the Season

$10
$8

JUNIORS & PLUS
• DENIM JEANS
• ASSORTED SHORTS & CAPRIS

MISSES SPRING BUYOUT!
• BLOUSES • KNIT TOPS
• DRESS PANTS • SKIRTS

LADIES HOT NEW
SPRING FASHIONS

$10BOYS & GIRLS 
SANDALS

$5

3FOR
$10

those

Ladies & Girls

EASTER
HATS
$5

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-200-8063

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100
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Care is best when it’s 
close to your home.

If you live in Manhattan, The Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn,   
Staten Island, Westchester County or Long Island,  
CenterLight Healthcare is there for you.

17 CenterLight Healthcare facilities means care is  
close to you 
Our services include medical care, social activities and 
rehabilitation at neighborhood settings where the focus is on 
 you. Our health care teams give you the care you need, when 
 you need it and where you need it. Even if it’s in your home.

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

MKT 03012015

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

CenterLightHealthcare.org

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Bronx student was rec-

ognized by his school and his 
hospital during a special cer-
emony.

On Monday, March 30, Ma-
ria Fareri Children’s Hospital 
at Westchester Medical Cen-
ter offi cially appointed sixth 
grader Gabriel Sanchez, 13, as 
the grand marshal of its 11th 
annual Go The Distance Walk 
and Family Fun Day during 
a ceremony at his school, St. 
Raymond Elementary School, 
after MFCH named him on 
Wednesday, March 25.

Previously, Gabriel had 
been in and out of hospitals 
his entire life until he was 
correctly diagnosed with and 
treated at MFCH for chronic 
granulomatous disease, a rare 
genetic disorder. 

Because of this disease, Ga-
briel had diffi culty fi ghting 
even the most simple infec-
tions and as a result, he suf-
fered from various illnesses 
and underwent many opera-
tions.

However, after he under-
went a stem-cell transplant 
at the hospital, Gabriel was 
given a new immune system 

St. Raymond 6th grader named grand marshal
and a new lease on a healthy 
life - a life that now includes 
Sanchez playing a major part 
in the upcoming walk.

Presently, Gabriel stands 
as a representation and a pri-
mary example of the thou-
sands of children who are 
cared for by Maria Fareri 
Children’s Hospital each year.

Sanchez received his spe-
cially-tailored grand marshal 
sash from hospital representa-
tives in front of school admin-
istrators, teachers and more 
than 650 St. Raymond students 
at the ceremony. Gabriel’s par-
ents, Angelique and Rafael, 
were also on hand to see him 
be appointed.

“The entire St. Raymond 
Elementary School commu-
nity is so proud of Gabriel 
Sanchez for being appointed 
grand marshal of the Go The 
Distance Walk and Family 
Fun Day,” said Sr. Patricia 
Brito, the principal at St. Ray-
mond Elementary School. “We 
were thrilled to host the ap-
pointment ceremony here at 
the school and to be part of 
this important moment in Ga-
briel’s life.”

This year’s Go The Dis-

tance Walk & Family Fun, 
which will include a casual 
one-mile walk and a host of 
family activities, will take 
place at the Westchester Med-
ical Center campus in Val-
halla on Sunday, May 3 at 9:30 
a.m. Registration is from 8 to 
9:30 a.m..

Gabriel Sanchez wears his special-
ly-tailored grand marshal sash. 
 Photo courtesy of Heather Smith / Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital

Gabriel Sanchez (C) poses with his parents, Angelique and Rafael. 
 Photo courtesy of Heather Smith / Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital
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With the support of  
Cablevision, 100% of every 
dollar raised goes directly to 
pancreatic cancer research.

SUNDAY, APRIL 26
Pier 84 at Hudson River Park  
New York City

                                                  Sign up at
  

or call 1-866-789-1000.TAKE THE FIRST STEP. 

#WalkToCurePC 

THE LUSTGARTEN FOUNDATION’S

PANCREATIC CANCER 
RESEARCH WALK

ver Park

o
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FFREE ADULT EDUCATION 
at Temple Hatikva 

Bronx House, 990 Pelham Parkway S. 
SUNDAY, APRIL 12 at 10 A.M. 
“Understanding The Sabbath Prayer Book” 

BBreakfast provided to all! 
sponsored by 

SShalom Jewish Funeral Home 
1528 Castle Hill Avenue 

“SHABBAT SERVICE” 
FRIDAY, APRIL 10 - 7:30 P.M. 

Bronx House, 990 Pelham Parkway S. 

Enjoy a FESTIVE KIDDUSH 
of Passover Sweets & Treats 

after the Services 
FFREE EVENT! 

EVERYONE INVITED! 
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CContact Temple Hatikva at: (718) 892-5766 or TEMPLEHATIKVA@aol.com 
Temple Hatikva is located at Bronx House - 990 Pelham Parkway S. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Last week’s edition covered Commu-

nity Board 10 and 11’s top capital and ex-
pense budget requests in the city bud-
get, so this week we take a closer look 
at the rest of the borough’s  community 
boards.

CB 1 asked the Department of Edu-
cation to fund a STEM-Business K-12 
school’s construction at P.S. 31’s former 
site. DOE recognizes this and revealed 
the location will be based on site and 
funding availability.

Their expense budget priority for 
increased youth development, delin-
quency, and after school programs 
funding from the Department of Youth 
& Community Development was con-
sidered as YDDP is an important source 
for this agency which is allocated by the 
state.

CB 2’s capital budget priority for in-
stalling LED street lights throughout 
its district and intersections is being re-
viewed by the borough commissioner’s 
offi ce. 

Their request for Traffi c Control 
Agents at intersections like Southern 
Boulevard and E. 163rd Street will be 
accommodated using existing police re-
sources. 

CB 3’s reconstruction of Southern 
Boulevard from Jennings Street to E. 
174th Street is funded by NYC DEP per 
the FY 2010 Borough Consultation hear-
ings.

Community boards present top capital, expense requests
The Offi ce of Management and Bud-

get was asked to increase community 
boards’ expense budgets to $350,000. 
Budgets will increase to $229,895 in FY 
2016.  

CB 4’s capital request is E. 153rd 
Street Bridge’s construction which 
DOT has requested funding.

In asking for more 44th Precinct and 
PSA #7 police offi cers, the NYPD told 
CB 4 that its total uniformed staffi ng 
levels depend on decisions made in the 
Preliminary and Executive Budget pro-
cess and allocation of such personnel 
is scheduled by them following police 
class graduation from the Police Acad-
emy. 

CB 5 requested constructing a new 
46th Precinct, however NYPD funding 
constraints, project capacity, and De-
partment priorities excluded it at this 
time.

The board sought extra funding for 
youth programs like Fair Share De-
linquency Prevention. DYCD has in-
creased funding in this service area.

CB 6’s request for building more 
schools to reduce student overcrowding 
will be based upon on site and funding 
availability according to DOE.

Their expense priority for hiring 
more police personnel was met with a 
similar answer to CB 4’s request, add-
ing available future funding for civil-
ian personnel is dependent on decisions 
made in the PEB process.

CB 7 asked the Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene to fund a mixed use 
community center at Old Fordham Li-
brary. DHMH has since relinquished 
this location to the Department of City-
wide Administrative Services and CB 
7 was asked to contact DCAS about the 
building.

The board asked DYCD to increase 
funding for year-round and summer 
jobs for the youth, however expansion 
depends on available state and federal 
funding.   

CB 8’s request in renovating area 
public schools was declined by DOE, but 
restoring Riverdale Branch Library’s 
interior has been considered. NYPL 
supports it, but city funded fi nancial 
support is necessary for the project.

They asked the Department for the 
Aging to fund geriatric mental health 
services for healthy independent living. 
DFTA funds many contracts providing 
these services and will continue advo-
cating for funding aging services.

CB 9 asked Department of Parks and 
Recreation to fund a study to construct 
and fi nance a recreational facility in 
El Parque de los Ninos for Bronx River 
and Soundview constituents’ needs. 
The agency explained further study is 
required.

The board requested DYCD fund 
more Beacon schools, but were in-
formed to register with DYCD to learn 
when solicitations for services are re-

leased.
This same agency also informed 

CB 12 to register with DYCD for their 
request in funding a YMCA operated 
youth center at 1250 E. 229th Street. 

CB 12 seeks to keep all additional 
police offi cers assigned to the 47th last 
summer, but this will depend upon deci-
sions made in the PEB process.       

Community Board 7’s top capital request is 
for converting the historic Old Fordham Li-
brary into a mixed use community center. 
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Discover What’s In Store 
At Throggs Neck Shopping Center
Come shopping for great values at Throggs Neck Shopping Center—
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service road. With more than 650 FREE parking spaces, 300,000 
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more, there’s something for everyone to enjoy.  
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Featuring top retail stores 
and restaurants 
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Scavello’s partners with Monroe College

INTRODUCING…

Business Check Cashing Program

Tired of waiting for your bank to clear  
the cash from your business checks?

NOW YOU CAN…
•  Get immediate cash for checks payable to your business
•  Pay your workers in cash when due
•  Take cash discounts on materials or supplies
•  No hassles with bank accounts – we’re available 24 / 7 / 365! 

ONLY RITE FOR BUSINESS OFFERS YOU…
•  Guaranteed lowest fees available
•  A prepaid MasterCard® debit card with up to $25,000 limit
 •  Issued to your business
 •  Add cards for employees
 •  Manage business expenses / reports
•  Cash back discounts for transactions performed
•  Coming soon – remote check cashing with your smartphone!

This Card is issued by Metropolitan Commercial Bank (Member FDIC) pursuant to a license from MasterCard International, Inc. “Metropolitan Commercial Bank” and “Metropolitan” are 
registered trademarks of Metropolitan Commercial Bank. © 2015

GET STARTED TODAY! Contact Marquette Harrell: 917-703-1984 or mharrell@ritecheck.com

Available exclusively at these RiteCheck Locations:

Harlem
2500 7th Ave (at 145th)

2533 Frederick Douglass Blvd. (bet. 135th & 136th)

2338 8th Ave (at 125th)

571 W 125th St (at Broadway)

Bronx
2591 Westchester Ave (at E. Tremont)

715 E 138th St (at Jackson)

583 E 138th St (at St. Anns)

143 Bruckner Blvd (at St. Anns)

1272 Castle Hill Ave (at Westchester)

2418 Williamsbridge Rd (at Mace)

1353 E Gun Hill Road (at Sexton)

426 E 138th St (at Willis)

Harlem

A

Harlem

usively at thehesese R RititeCeCheck Locations:Available excl

l

e! RiteForBusinessSM  
Prepaid MasterCard® 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A new City Island restaurant 

is offering a unique opportunity 
for employees.

Scavello’s on the Island, a re-
cently opened restaurant and 
banquet hall, has partnered 
with Monroe College to offer a 
20 percent discount on tuition 
for employees who enroll in 
Monroe’s culinary or hospital-
ity programs.

Monroe College  offers as-
sociate degrees in baking and 
pastry, culinary arts, and hos-
pitality management, as well as 
bachelor and masters degrees in 
hospitality at its New Rochelle 
location. 

The program is known for 
its Dining Lab, an on-campus 
restaurant that provides real 
world experience.

“It’s a great program,” said 
Paul Scavello, owner of the res-
taurant. 

He describes the restau-
rant’s partnership with the col-
lege as a win-win.

“It’s great for the community 
and it’s great for us,” he said.

Offering stellar service is 
an important part of the restau-
rant’s mission, said Scavello, 
and attracting committed em-

ployees helps them do just that.
“You’re actually hiring peo-

ple in this fi eld, and they want 
to be in the industry,” said Scav-
ello.

But the partnership, which 
allows Scavello’s to recruit Mon-
roe students for jobs,  also offers 
those students an opportunity 

to gain relevant working experi-
ence while earning money.

“It’s a stepping stone for 
their career,” said Scavello.

And the tuition discount 
will help employees save a sig-
nifi cant amount of money on 
schooling over the years.

“It’s a huge advantage for 

students,” said Scavello.
Scavello said he’s committed 

to providing opportunities for 
locals not only through the part-
nership with Monroe, which 
will be expanded to include an 
internship program, but by re-
cruiting through Bronx HIRE, 
Senator Jeff Klein’s job training 

and matching initiative.
Scavello’s currently employs 

about 25 people, two of which are 
Monroe students, but Scavello 
hopes that number will grow to 
100 by the end of the year. 

“It’s all about creating jobs,” 
said Scavello. “That’s some-
thing we’re really proud of.”

Scavello’s on the Island. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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ARE YOU READY FOR A CHANGE?

Accounting I Baking & Pastry I Business Management I Criminal Justice I Culinary Arts I Early Childhood Education I Health Services Administration 
Hospitality Management I Information Technology I Medical Administration I Medical Assisting I Pharmacy Technician I Public Health I Registered Nurse 

1.877.269.7744
BRONX I NEW ROCHELLE I QUEENS I ONLINE

With one of the most generous transfer credit policies around, transfer
students find success at Monroe. They also find smaller classes and
personalized instruction from professors who will arrive early or stay
late to help them excel. If you’ve been looking for a little more support,
call for a free credit evaluation today. You’re a lot closer to graduation
than you think.

Up to 90 Credits Transferrable for Bachelor’s Degrees

Up to 30 Credits Transferrable for Associate Degrees

Smaller Class Sizes

3 Semesters/year for Accelerated Degree Completion

Credit Available for Work or Military Experience

TRANSFER
OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, April 7th

9am - 7pm
Bronx & New Rochelle

Campuses

84% OF OUR 
TRANSFERS GRADUATE*.

MAKE THE SWITCH
AND YOU’LL BE 
SMILING TOO.

*Full-time Bachelor’s, fall 2007 cohort.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A borough-wide event fea-

tured the borough’s young sci-
entists.

On Thursday, March 
26, students, kindergarten 
through 8th grade, represent-
ing over 30 Catholic schools 
came together for the 29th an-
nual Bronx Catholic Schools 
Science Fair at Mount St. Mi-
chael Academy, inside the 
Mount St. Michael Academy 
Gymnasium.

At the event, which was 
held by regional superinten-
dents Roseann Carotenuto, 
from the northeast/east Bronx 
region, and Ray Vitiello, from 
the northwest/south Bronx re-
gion, students showcased over 
200 science experiments that 
they developed in a 12-week 
period.

Students’ experiments 
were selected based on per-
sonal interest or picked from 
a topic that they initially ex-
plored and learned in class. 
The participants were chosen 
by their school to represent 
their grade and class.

During that 12-week pe-
riod, students studied the sci-
entifi c method, researched 
diverse topics and developed 

Mount hosts Catholic Schools Science Fair
their own hypotheses with a 
science experiment of their 
choice, using elements of the-
ory, prediction and observa-
tion.

After presenting these ex-
periments at this event, vol-
unteer judges, which included 
school principals and teach-
ers, made a walk through and 
began evaluating each of the 
207 projects to determine the 
award winners. The judges 
made their offi cial evaluations 
upstairs before the awards 
were announced.

“I learned a lot from this 
science project experiment,” 
said fourth grader Marleen 
Cerda from Immaculate Con-
ception School, whose project 
was a study on the cleanli-
ness of fruits and vegetables. 
“Never eat fruits or vegetables 
without washing them in ad-
vance,” she recommended. 
Marleen did not get sick from 
her experiment.

“I chose a project that I 
could really relate to but also 
learn a lot about,” said eighth 
grader Robert Green from St. 
Mary’s School, who worked on 
a project involving a relation 
between listening to music 
and blood pressure. 

As a piano and cello player, 
and the son of a father who 
plays the saxophone and a 
mother who has previously 
sang background for legend-
ary signer Diana Ross, Robert 
already had a prior knowledge 
of music that helped him with 
his project. “Calm music can 
contribute to low blood pres-
sure,” he concluded from his 
experiment.

At 6 p.m., students, teach-
ers, parents, judges and the 
rest of the attendees awaited 
the event’s winners, after the 
judges discussed their opin-
ions amongst themselves for 
about an hour. 

The fi rst place winners in-
cluded kindergartener Kayla 
McPhatter from Sts. Phillip 
& James, fi rst grader Gabri-
ela Martinica from St. John 
Chrysostom, second grader 
Daniel Cabral from Sacred 
Heart, third grader Emily 
McGrath from St. Lucy, fourth 
grader Kaylin Mensah from 
St. John Chrysostom, fi fth 
grader Steven Carmona from 
St. Ann, sixth grader Jordan 
Mensah from St. John Chrys-
ostom, seventh graders John 
Marcano, Michael Martire 
and Kevin Franceshini from 

Villa Maria Academy and 
eighth grader Victor Isaac 
from St. John Chrysostom.

All scholars at the science 
fair received a certifi cation of 
participation. Students in each 
grade that placed fi rst through 
fi fth received a ribbon, and 

trophies were awarded to the 
fi rst place winners as well as 
the home school of each fi rst 
place winner in each grade.

“This event inspires cre-
ativity,” said regional superin-
tendent Roseann Carotenuto. 

Regional superintendents Roseann Carotenuto and Ray Vitiello pose next 
to the medals and trophies before the awards are announced. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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CAREER INFORMATION SEMINARS
SATURDAY,  MAY 2*, 10:30 AM
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 13, 6:30 PM
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PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS IN:

Find out about Financial Assistance available**
** depending upon eligibility.

INVEST IN YOURSELF 

For more information, please call Lehman College Continuing Education at
"�#$%&�$#������������'''(�����	(���)
�

� Home Health Aide
���������	�
�����������������
����
� EKG/Phlebotomy, Nurse Technician
� Dental Assistant
� Pharmacy Technician
���������	�����������	�������������
� Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Counseling
������	�������������

� Business Bookkeeping
� Personal Financial Planning
� Small Business/ Entrepreneurship
� IRS Enrolled Agent
� Microsoft Specialist
���������������	���������
� A+ Computer Technician
� Graphics & Web Design

FRIDAY,  MAY 8, 10:30 AM
HEALTH CAREERS INFORMATION SEMINAR 
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* MEET +79�;<=.�>�?==.�@B?-<;B/��<G5<B��>�@-��=<�+B���COORDINATOR!

LEARN ABOUT HIGH-GROWTH CAREERS
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On behalf of the Macchia Family,
we would like to thank everyone who attended the

Jerry Mac Benefi t. 
We thank these businesses and individuals for their

contributions towards this successful event.
 

Thank you to the talent who gave their time
Colin Quinn, Joey Gay, Paul Virzi, Adrienne Lapaluzzi,

Jessica Kirson and Simply Magic.

Thank you to these businesses and organizations
Barrino’s
Brewski’s Bar & Grill
Frank & Joe’s
Jerome Florist
Locust Point Yacht Club
Manhattan Beer Distributors
Michael’s Restaurant at the Turner Club

P.J.Brady’s Restaurant
Paddy’s on the Bay
Spoto’s Restaurant
Stepinac High School
The Throggs Neck Clipper
The Wicked Wolf
Tremont Offset

Thank you to these individuals
Joe Stella
Pat Duffy
Bobby Livingston
Robert Livingston, Jr.
Christine Crorkin
Vicki Papp
Ellen O’Brien
Barbara Bistany
Jessica Fardella

Pete Hannon and the boys
Steve Murphy
Pete Woods
Pete and Monica Pizzacano
Chris Stranade
Brian Stranade
Chris Hickson
Jimmy Waldo
Rocco from LPYC

Jerry was the life of the party – and we will miss him dearly. 
He would have been so proud to see his family and friends

together – in laughter instead of tears.  
Rest in Peace, Jerry Mac. We will see you again.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The property that was the longtime 

home to Mandee in Throggs Neck has 
been sold. 

Brokers involved in the sale an-
nounced that the retail site at 3860 E. 
Tremont Avenue was sold for $5.1 mil-
lion to Ashkenazy Acquisition Corpo-
ration, a private real estate fi rm spe-
cializing in commercial property. 

The sale has stirred up speculation 
in Throggs Neck that had already been 
brewing as to what could come next to 
the location. 

According to the brokers, Ar-
iel Property Advisors, the building 
could be further developed with an 
additional story added above where 
Mandee was located for decades. 

“This is a rare asset with drive-
through accessibility from East Trem-
ont Avenue to the Cross Bronx Express-
way, and would be an ideal location for 
a national retailer seeking a presence 
on a major corridor in the Bronx,” said 
Jason M. Gold, vice president of Ariel 
Property Advisors. “The property’s 
zoning allows the buyer the fl exibility 
of building another story on top of the 
existing structure.”

Councilman James Vacca said that 
there is talk in the Throggs Neck busi-
ness community that the site could be-
come an International House of Pan-
cakes, but as of press time, this had not 

Mandee site sold to  developer for $5.1M
been confi rmed. 

“Merchants have approached me 
and the word has been out that it is go-
ing to be an IHOP,” said Vacca. “I was 
told that the person who bought it was 
a developer of IHOP, as well as  other 
stores.”

Throggs Neck Merchants Associa-
tion president Steve Kaufman was in 
the process of arranging a meeting 
with the new owner after hearing of 
the sale. 

He said that the price the property 
commanded was telling as to its poten-
tial future uses. 

“They are not going to put some-
thing in the property that cannot sus-
tain itself,” he said. “They have to put 
in someone who has to carry a large 
rent, which sounds to me like an offi ce 
building.” 

Kaufman does not see businesses 
like fast-food restaurants or nail sa-
lons being able to pay the high lease 
prices associated with the purchase 
price and other costs like property 
taxes. 

An upscale offi ce building would be 
more likely, said Kaufman. 

“My hope is that they will put in 
something compatible with the neigh-
borhood,” he said. “We will contact 
them to meet and discuss what needs 
to be done.” 

Community Board 10 had proposed 

creating a new 45th Precinct and a 
housing police station at the site. 

The idea, covered in a recent letter 
to Mayor de Blasio, would relocate the 
police department to a site closer to the 
highways in a modern building.

Councilman Vacca panned that 
idea, saying that it was not going to 
happen. 

He did say, however, that he brought 
up the matter of the state of police sta-

tions with top police brass, and that 
both are aware that conditions and 
infrastructure need to be improved at 
many precincts. 

He feels that the 45th Precinct needs 
to be totally renovated. 

“I don’t think it is fair that we have 
law enforcement people working in 
places that are antiquated and not up 
to par,” said Vacca. 

The property that used to be home to Mandee at 3860 E. Tremont Avenue has been sold. 
 Photo courtesy of Ashkenazy Acquisition
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SPOTO’S
FINE NEOPOLITAN & SICILIAN CUISINE

4005 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465

718-828-5613
www.SpotosNYC.com

Come enjoy our 
elegant wine bar!

SPOTO’S MENU IS ON ITS WAY TO YOU
or view it on our website: www.SpotosNYC.com

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!

Too tired to cook? Let us do it for you...Free Delivery!
OUTSIDE OFF PREMISE CATERING DELIVERED DOOR TO DOOR

Dates are available…
Banquet room seats up to 100 people

All parties supervised by Peter

Daily Lunch Special

$11.95
Spoto’s Early Dining

$24.95
SPOTO’S NOW

DELIVERS
7 Days A Week!

NOW 
SERVING A 
FULL PIZZA 

MENU!

Come 
enjoy our 
elegant 
wine bar! Join us on                     for daily specials

Exquisite Catering at Affordable Prices
We specialize in family functions!

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR NEXT AFFAIR!
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LEHMAN COLLEGE: Where Adults Succeed!

■   BACHELOR’S DEGREES
     Over 50 majors or design your own
■   MASTER OF ARTS IN LIBERAL STUDIES
     �ocused on your s�eci�c interest
■   RN to BS ONLINE
     RN’s with an Associate’s Degree & NY License Should Apply!

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: MARCH/APRIL
call: 718-960-8666

email: adult.degree@lehman.cuny.edu
or visit Lehman Campus, Carman Hall 128

for schedule of sessions and to register to attend.

Bachelor’s & Master’s Degrees to Enhance Your Career 

CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING
PERSONALIZED ADVISING

AFFORDABLE TUITION

CLASSES OFFERED DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND ONLINE

www.lehman.cuny/adultdegree

ADULT DEGREE PROGRAM

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Children’s Aid Society 

broke ground on a $45 million 
school and community center 
on Southern Boulevard. 

The groundbreaking on 
the new six-story building 
that will be the future home 
of Children’s Aid College Prep 
Charter School occurred on 
Tuesday, March 31. 

Attending were Deputy 
Mayor Richard Buery; Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr.; Phoebe Boyer, Children’s 
Aid president; representatives 
from elected offi cials and dig-
nitaries.

“This new space offers us 
the ability to expand our foot-
print in partnership with this 
vibrant community,” said 
Boyer, “It will be a central hub 
and resource for this commu-
nity.”

The new building will 
contain 73,300-square-feet of 
space, and is expected to open 
in 2016. 

“I cannot wait to walk our 
scholars into this building in 
August 2016,” said the charter 
school’s principal Ife Lenard. 

Borough President Diaz 
said that he recalled work-
ing with elders in the Melrose 

Children’s Aid announces Southern Boulevard school

community near the build-
ing site as a young man, and 
he remarked that Children’s 
Aid Society had been there 
through the community’s pos-
itive change. 

The site at 1232 Southern 
Boulevard will also provide 
the community with a large 
variety of social service pro-
grams for the children and 
families. 

“This building is about our 
children,” said Diaz, adding 

“We want an equal playing 
fi eld and equal opportunities; 
that’s what Children’s Aid has 
given us.”

Currently the school serves 
275 students at a Prospect Ave-
nue location, said Lenard. By 
the time it opens, the plan is 
to serve 420 students in grades 
pre-k to 5. 

“This community is well-
deserved of having space for 
not only core-content classes, 
but also to be able to have the 

extracurricular activities that 
often come in after school pro-
grams,” she said of the new 
space. 

For Burey, the ground-
breaking was something of a 
homecoming because he pre-
ceded Boyer as CAS president, 
and helped to launch the proj-
ect before he left to work for 
Mayor de Blasio. 

According to a statement 
by CAS, this is one of Bu-
rey’s proudest career achieve-

ments. 
Among the innovative de-

sign features of the building 
are materials that will ob-
scure the rumble from the el 
train on Southern Boulevard, 
and a fl oor plan that breaks 
the tradition of a long hallway 
with rows of classrooms, ac-
cording to multiple sources. It 
will contain a cafeteria and a 
gymnasium, and modern me-
dia center. 

The comprehensiveness of 
all that is offered there should 
help further CAB’s goal of 
being with children from 
the ‘cradle to college,’ said 
Lenard. 

There are also a number 
of other CAS facilities nearby, 
and they offer services includ-
ing health, dental, and mental-
health care, as well as services 
for children in foster care. 

The building’s architect 
is FXFOWLE Architects, and 
Tekton Builders will do the 
construction. 

Throughout the different 
phases of the project, CAS 
worked with Jonathan Rose 
Companies, a real estate pol-
icy, development, and project 
management fi rm.

The groundbreaking for the new school took place on Tuesday, March 31. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The  recent death of a man in Pel-

ham Bay Park, previously reported 
missing, has left many in Throggs 
Neck shocked.

Bronx resident Eric Merchant, 32, 
a talented illustrator, who had been 
missing from his mother’s home for 
over a month, was pronounced dead 
after being found inside a tent on Or-
chard Beach Road on Thursday, March 
26. 

According to reports, Merchant 
was last seen by his mother when he 
left his house on his bike on Tuesday, 
February 17 at 9:30 p.m. 

His mother claims that after some 
prompting he reluctently told he was 
going skiing with a friend 

However, when Merchant’s mother 
checked in with the friend to inquire 
about their skiing plans, his friend de-
nied any knowledge of the plans and 
that he didn’t know of her son’s where-
abouts.

Eric’s sudden disappearance left 
his family and friends concerned.

Merchant was found by park rang-
ers unconscious and unresponsive at 
around 11:45 a.m. 

He was pronounced dead at the 
scene as the result of an apparent sui-
cide, although this has not yet offi -
cially been confi rmed.

 The city’s medical examiner has 
confi rmed that the investigation re-

Missing man found deceased

garding cause of death is ongoing and 
will be determined.

“He was an amazing guy with the 
sweetest heart,” said Nicole Cannella 
after donating money on gofundme.
com, a website that raised over $13,000 
in four days from 81 people in honor of 
Merchant’s life.

“He always gave off such great en-
ergy making everybody smile,” said 
Karen Ceriani, who also contributed 
money to the cause. “He will surely be 
loved and missed forever.”

A funeral Mass was held at St. Fran-
ces de Chantal Church, 190 Hollywood 
Avenue, on Wednesday, April 1.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An IRT 6 train stop in the Bronx was 

recently the scene of a deadly accident.
On Sunday, March 8, a 63-year old 

homeless man was killed after standing 
in between subway cars on a Pelham 
Bay bound train train, attempting to 
urinate, according to police reports.

The accident occurred at about 6:45 
a.m. at the Pelham Bay Park station, the 
last stop on the northbound 6 train. 

The homeless man, Carlton Phaison, 
whose most recent residence was in 
Brooklyn, was accompanied by an un-
identifi ed acquaintance or friend riding 
inside the subway car when he decided 
to go in between cars to relieve himself.

While his friend watched his bags, 
Phaison left the subway car. According 
to reports, when the train turned, Phai-
son hit his head on the door handles and 
was killed when he fell between cars.

At around 8 a.m. that same morning, 
MTA workers found Phaison’s body on 
the tracks at the Pelham Bay Park sta-
tion, more than an hour after the acci-
dent. 

Police made the assumption that 
they believe he fell in between subway 
cars while attempting to stand between 
them and was pronounced dead at the 
scene. 

The city’s medical examiner deter-
mined the cause of death to be blunt 
impact to the head with multiple skull 
fractures and brain injuries.

The MTA’s Rules of Conduct state 
that it is against the law for riders to 
move in between subway cars even if 
the train is not in motion, except in an 
emergency or when directed by a po-
lice offi cer, conductor or an authorized 
MTA or NYC Transit employee, and 
applies whether the train is moving or 
standing in a station. 

Violators of this rule can be issued 
a $75 summons by an NYPD offi cer or 
NYC transit inspector who enforce the 
MTA Rules of Conduct.

Because of the MTA’s direct and 
strict policy, along with the fact that 
both Pelham Bay Park and Pelham Bay 
Park station are both equipped with 
bathrooms, it’s safe to say that this situ-
ation could have easily been avoided.

Homeless man dies in subway mishap

Carlton Phaison, 63, fell between subway 
cars and was killed at Pelham Bay Park sta-
tion. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Eric Merchant was discovered by park rang-
ers inside a tent on Orchard Beach Road. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

2815 Middletown Road 
(next door to Frank’s Pizza)

TEL 718.684.2815 FAX 718.597.3331 
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS · WE DELIVER!

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
www.facebook.com/DaFrancoandTonyRistorante 

Da Franco 
& Tony

Ristorante

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Monday–Thursday, 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday, 12–11:00PM

Sunday, 1:00–10:00PM

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Our resturant is available for business meetings or family functions

Prefi x Lunch Menu 

-$18.95-
Sunday–Saturday, 12 noon to 4:00PM

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

Fried Calamari  Baked Clams  Mussels Marinara

House Salad  Caesar Salad

Tomato and Mozzarella  Soup

CHOICE OF ENTREE

Penne Vodka  Ravioli Marinara

Rigatoni Broccoli & Sausage  Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Martini  Lemon Sole  Grilled Salmon

Shrimp Scampi  Shrimp Marinara

Veal Marsala  Veal Milanese with Salad

CHOICE OF DESSERT

Cheesecake or Tiramisu  Coffee or Tea

Make your 
Easter Sunday Reservations



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 3-9, 2015 29  BTR

Long Island University is Pleased to Announce and
Congratulate the 2014 George Polk Award Winners

polkawards.org

International Reporting
Rukmini Callimachi
Ransom for Hostages
The New York Times

Foreign Reporting
Rania Abouzeid

“The Jihad Next Door”
PoliticoMagazine

Health Reporting
Adam Nossiter, Norimitsu
Onishi, Ben Solomon,
Sheri Fink, Helene Cooper  
and Daniel Berehulak
Ebola in West Africa
The New York Times

National Reporting
Carol Leonnig
Secret Service Scandal
The Washington Post

Local Reporting
Tim Novak, Chris Fusco  
and Carol Marin

“Who Killed David Koschman?”
Chicago Sun-Times

Business Reporting
International Consortium of 
Investigative
Journalists
Tax Havens in China and Europe
The Center for Public Integrity

Environmental Reporting
Staff
Oso Mudslide
The Seattle Times

Justice Reporting
Julie K. Brown
Florida Prison Deaths
Miami Herald

Michael Schwirtz and
Michael Winerip
Rikers Island Expose
The New York Times

Magazine Reporting
James Verini

“Should the United Nations  
Wage War to Keep Peace?”
National Geographic

Military Reporting
Dennis Wagner
VA Hospital Scandal
The Arizona Republic

State Reporting
Doug Pardue, Glenn Smith,  
Jennifer Berry Hawes and  
Natalie Caula Hauff

“Till Death Do Us Part”
The Post and Courier
(South Carolina)

Television Reporting
Marisa Venegas, John Carlos Frey, 
and Solly Granatstein

“Muriendo por Cruzar”
(“The Real Death Valley”)
Telemundo, The Weather  
Channel, Efran Films and  
The Investigative Fund
(Melvin McCray)

Commentary
Ta-Nehisi Coates

“The Case for Reparations”
The Atlantic

Career Award
Garry Trudeau

Long Island University

  

 
***Light Refreshments Will Be Served*** 

 

  Please join  
Council Member  

Jimmy Vacca  
on Tues. April 7th   

to discuss ways to make 
your neighborhood 
more age-friendly!  

 
The Age-friendly Neighborhood Initiative is hosting a town hall-style meeting 

to hear about what matters most to older adults in your community.  

When: Tues., April 7th from 7p.m. – 8:30p.m. 

Where: Owen Dolen Recreational Center  
2551 Westchester Ave., Bx, NY 10461 

RSVP:  (347) 297-4922 

Help Build an Age-friendly 
Community! 

SPELLMAN SHOWS ITS ST. PATRICK’S DAY PRIDE

Cardinal Spellman High School once again marched up 5th Avenue in the 254th annual New 
York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade on March 17. Principal Daniel O’Keefe was joined by faculty, 
alumni/ae, the band, cheerleaders, twirlers, and the fl ag corps to honor the Patron Saint of 
Ireland and the Archdiocese of New York, with Timothy Cardinal Dolan serving as this year’s 
grand marshal. Large crowds greeted Spellman along the route, where at St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral, Breana Pietrosanti, President of Spellman’s Emerald Society, presented  a bouquet 
of fl owers to The Most Reverend Gerald  T. Walsh, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of 
New York.
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CROSBY PET CENTER

MON-FRI 

WWW.CROSBYPETCENTER.NET

CROSBY PET CENTER

$

CROSBY PET CENTER

ANY STORE PURCHASE

CROSBY PET CENTER

$
ANY PUPPY PURCHASE

Tropical Fish
and

Fish Tanks

We do

and

 
 

$

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Sometimes what you see can be quite 

deceiving.
This has proven especially true 

for one Country Club traffi c triangle 
displaying the wrong version of a No 
Standing Anytime sign on its southern 
perimeter.

The green street triangle located at 
the intersection of Rawlins and Kear-
ney avenues, has a sign displaying a sin-
gle headed arrow instead of its original 
double headed version.

When fi rst constructed in 2011, the 
island’s southern half contained a dou-
ble headed No Standing Anytime sign, 
but it was damaged and soon removed.

Michael McNerney, Country Club 
Civic Association president revealed 
Community Board 10, Councilman 
James Vacca’s offi ce, and the New York 
City Department of Transportation as-
sisted in addressing and correcting con-
cerns raised by this site.

He explained DOT resituated the in-
tersection’s stop signs by locating one 
further up the triangle and the other on 
Kearney Avenue. 

They also replaced the missing No 
Standing Anytime sign with the incor-
rect version during this same period.

According to McNerney, in a more 
recent response received from the DOT, 
they informed him it was not necessary 
to replace the single headed No Stand-

Traffi c triangle’s signage needs ‘shaping up’
ing Anytime with a double headed ver-
sion because there is not enough room 
for parking at the triangle’s south side. 

This has since proven false as Mc-
Nerney confi rmed observing cars 
parked daily at the triangle’s Rawlins 
Avenue side.

He added these illegally parked ve-
hicles only serve to obscure motorists’ 
line of vision as they attempt to travel 
pass the triangle.

“We’ve been fi ghting to correct this 
issue for a very long time now and the 
main reason behind this effort is due to 
several accidents which have occurred 
around this intersection as result of 
these parked vehicles obscuring mo-
torists’ vision as they travel north and 
south from Rawlins Avenue,” McNerney 
explained. “There shouldn’t be so much 
red tape that has to be cut through in or-
der to fi x something as simple as this.”

Interestingly, McNerney was in-
formed the triangle’s southern portion 
was originally slated for two car park-
ing spaces, but was scraped as it would 
have transformed the area into a clut-
tered intersection.

A call for action was set forth fol-
lowing a petition which received over-
whelming support and signatures from 
the vast majority of members present 
at a CCCA general meeting several 
months ago, McNerney shared.  

According to Kenneth Kearns, Com-

munity Board 10 district manager, the 
board collaborated with the DOT in 
addressing a majority of issues raised 
about the traffi c triangle’s misleading 
signage, yet the incorrect southern sign 
still remains. Kearns added the DOT is 
still investigating this issue.

“On behalf of the Country Club Civic 
Association, I have requested that this 
sign be amended to a double arrow, no 
standing sign. Currently, the Depart-
ment of Transportation is studying the 
request. This traffi c triangle is not for 
parking and DOT must rectify this is-
sue,” Councilman James Vacca said.

On Tuesday, March 24, Senator Jeff 
Klein wrote to DOT’s Borough Commis-
sioner Constance Moran about install-
ing a corrected sign at the triangle.

“As a serious hazard to drivers, I 

strongly encourage the Department of 
Transportation to replace the ‘No Stand-
ing Any Time’ sign along the traffi c tri-
angle at Rawlins and Kearney Avenues. 
With a number of accidents already re-
ported at this location, it’s critical we 
take action now to prevent future inju-
ries to drivers and pedestrians alike,” 
Senator Klein stated.

“We’re almost there in fi xing this 
concern and we’ve gotten so much ac-
complished here, but it’s not 100% com-
plete. We all want to see this through un-
til the very end,” McNerney expressed.

McNerney urged residents to call 311 
if they see an illegally parked car at the 
triangle’s south side.

The DOT did not return requests for 
comment on this issue.

An incorrect No Standing Anytime sign located at Rawlins and Kearney avenues’ traffi c 
triangle makes some believe they are permitted to park there. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS
LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 20–40 lb. LIGHTER. 
LOSE ½–2 lb. PER DAY.

Lose weight and start looking and feeling 
as beautiful as you are...
BECAUSE OF OUR TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 
Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how would you like 
to lose 30 or more pounds, have 
more energy, feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks of diabetes 
and heart disease and regain 
your health all in next 40 days.

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Visit us at GOTHAIRLLC.COM

Dr. Albert Graziosa has 
been certified with the 
fresh start hCG diet and 
has led many patients 
to live more happy and 
healthy lives.

BEFORE AFTER

3611A East Tremont Ave. 

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Clean Start hCG Weight Loss Program



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 3-9, 201532    BTR

Mamma F

Beautiful Harbor Views

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW FOR:

EASTER SUNDAY
REGULAR MENU AVAILABLE

Open 7 Days

Plenty of
FREE Parking

Communion
Confi rmation

Graduation Parties
And All

Special Events

Call For Special
Party Rates

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Champions are not born, 

they are made. 
On Wednesday, March 18, 

Villa Maria Academy held its 
27th Annual Physical Fitness 
Dinner Awards Ceremony in-
side the school’s Visitation Cen-
ter. 

For the past 27 years, Mi-
chael Bernard, VMA Physical 
Education director, has tested 
Villa students on the New York 
State Physical Fitness Tests 
and those who earn the highest 
achievement scores are invited 
along with their families to at-
tend this prestigious event.

The eventful evening un-
folded as a star-studded awards 
ceremony with the honorees 
traveling onto a 15-foot long red 
carpet to receive trophies rec-
ognizing their hard work and 
determination.  

“We want them to feel as if 
they’re at the Academy Awards 
being recognized for all of their 
hard work,” Bernard revealed.

Last Wednesday’s event fea-
tured Captain Frank Parisi, 
United States Marine Corp. 
Harrier pilot and veteran, as 
the evening’s keynote speaker. 

Villa holds physical fi tness awards
Captain Parisi is a class of 1996 
alum.

Another Evening of Champi-
ons event honoring the achieve-
ments of fourth through eighth 
grade students was held this 
Wednesday, March 25 and fea-
tured Special FBI Agent Me-
gan Ahl as the evening’s key 
note speaker. Ahl is a class of 
2000 alum. 

“Our keynote speakers were 
once sitting in the same seats 
that these kids are today. We 
want to show them that noth-
ing is impossible and they can 
achieve their same level of suc-
cess,” Bernard explained.

A self-described ‘farm boy’ 
from Tulare, California, Ber-
nard participated in the state’s 
Physical Fitness Test in the 
1960s and reminisced about 
meeting his hometown hero, 
Bob Mathias, a two-time Olym-
pic Decathlon Champion.

“He left a lasting impression 
on me as a kid, so I try to do the 
same for my students with all 
of our Evening of Champions 
keynote speakers,” Bernard re-
vealed.

He revealed this event has 
two intended goals. They are 

to promote life long physical 
fi tness through physical edu-
cation and for the event to be 
a successful fundraiser to help 
the school.

Past projects this fundraiser 
has aided include the construc-

tion and reconstruction of the 
school’s track following the af-
termath of Hurricane Irene 
and Sandy and renovating the 
playground. 

Although still too early to 
tell, Bernard said funds raised 

during these events may aid in 
building an awning for parents 
to wait underneath for their 
children while protecting them 
from the elements.    

“I have taught at this school 
for nearly three decades and 
besides loving to work with my 
students and teaching them, I 
believe the volunteer work that 
these parents do for me and my 
programs is second to none! 

“I could not offer these 
events with out parental sup-
port and the huge support that 
our principal, Sr. Teresa Bar-
ton gives to me and to the Phys-
ical Education Department,” 
Bernard expressed.

Bernard thanked Jean Ma-
rie Piccininni, his adminis-
trative assistant; Christina 
Caldarola, his daughter, P.S. 
36 teacher and event planner; 
Tina Laing, parent volunteer 
who helped him test all Villa 
students for three months; John 
Marano, Community Board 10 
fi rst vice president and Villa 
parent; John McGrath, John 
Oliveri; James Scerbo; Mike 
Pennisi; and local businesses 
which donated money and food 
to help run these two events. 

(l-r) John Carlontone, Angelo Carlontone, Madox Burgos and Hunter 
Burgos at Wednesday, March 18’s Evening of Champions event.      
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Savings lost
in transition

Dear editor, 
I am a former-consitutu-

ent of Councilwoman Made-
line Provenzano, and a proud 
supporter of Bernadette Fer-
rara and all the great things 
she has done for the Van Nest 
neighborhood. After reading 
Ferrara’s letter to the edi-
tor in the Bronx Times two 
weeks ago, I feel that she is 
fully within her right to op-
pose the re-naming of the St. 

Dear editor,
‘BxM9 schedule, bus stops 

deemed a mess’ (Steven Good-
stein - March 20) reminded 
me that it was ten years ago 
in 2005 when the City of New 
York purchased the seven re-
maining private bus opera-
tor franchises.    The deal was 
supposed to benefi t riders and 
taxpayers. 

The operational savings for 
taxpayers never appeared.  In-
stead the $100 million per year 
city subsidy formerly pro-
vided to the private bus opera-
tors has grown to $200 million 
for MTA Bus.  The private bus 
company owners earn several 
million per year from MTA 
Bus for leasing their facilities.  
Potential operational savings 
by consolidation of duplica-
tive routes between NYTC 
Bus and MTA Bus never took 
place. Ditto for reducing dead-
heading costs by reassign-
ing bus routes between MTA 
Bus and NYCT Bus to closer 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
garages for reduction of oper-
ating costs.  Work rules and 
contracts between different 
unions representing employ-
ees at NYCT Bus and MTA Bus 
have prevented any changes to 
the status quo. 

We have gone full circle 
from private to public opera-
tors over the past 58 years.  
Was it was worth it for rid-
ers of both New York Bus and 
Liberty Lines Bronx Express?  
Ditto for taxpayers? 

Larry Penner

No impact on
Van Nest area

Dominic’s school at Van Nest 
Avenue and White Plains 
Road in Provenzano’s honor.

While we must respect 
the deceased and the council-
woman’s lifelong public ser-
vice, a school re-naming is 
very lasting. We must make 
sure that a re-naming such 
as St. Dominic’s has the full 
support from local commu-
nity members, especially 
those as prominent in Van 
Nest as Ferrara.

As a lifelong Pelham 
Parkway-resident, living just 
a few blocks from Van Nest, I 
can not think of one notable 
thing that Councilwoman 
Provenzano did for my neigh-
borhood in the 12+ years she 
was in offi ce. Thus, I can fully 
understand Ferrara’s opposi-
tion to St. Dominic’s school 
being named after her.

Councilwoman Proven-
zano did much for Throggs 
Neck. But when it came to 
other parts of the former-
13th Council District, such 
as Pelham Parkway and Van 
Nest, we were not as fortu-
nate. There indeed should 

be a school re-naming for. 
Provenzano, but in a place 
where her work was most im-

pactful, such as the Pelham 
Bay and Country Club-area.

Francine Ruh

Letters to the editor are welcome from all 
readers. 

They should be addressed care of this news-
paper to Laura Guerriero, Publisher, the Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, 
NY 10465, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglocal.
com. 

All letters, including those submitted via e-
mail, MUST be signed and with a verifi able ad-
dress and telephone number included. 

Note that the  address and telephone num-
ber  will NOT be published and the name will be 
published or withheld upon request. 

No unsigned letters can be accepted for pub-
lication. 

The editor reserves the right to edit all sub-
missions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU

BY WINSTON DINKINS
Velocity Track Club 

New York student athletes 
-   this is a statement that 
the Velocity Track Club 
parents and staff take se-
riously.  Athlete must 
be able to balance their 
school work and track & 
fi eld.  When they learn 
this at an early age, they 
will be better prepared to 
deal with issues that they 
may face when going to 
college.  I’m pleased to say 
that VTC is blessed to have 
over 12 student athletes on 
the honor roll and 19 ath-
letes with a grade point 
average of 80 and better. 
Congratulation to Adrian 
Swift-Henry from Equal-
ity Charter Middle School, 
who has been selected to 
attend the Envision Na-
tional Young Leaders 
State Conference.  Envi-
sion Founded in 1992, the 
National Young Scholars 
Program has helped pre-
pare extraordinary young 
people for their academic 
future and professional 

careers. From day one, the 
program’s mission was to 
bring various professions to 
life, empowering outstanding 
young people with confi dence 
to make well-informed career 
choices.  Great job Adrian!

Next, as most of our chil-
dren are on break, some of 
our athletes attend the Family 
Fitness Center located at Ein-
stein Loop in Co-op City.  I call 
the Family Fitness Center our 
secret weapon.  At FFC our 
children and parents perform 
exercises to make them stron-
ger.  In every sport, strength 
training is an important part 
of our training to help our 
children become faster when 
it is taught correctly.   At the 
Family Fitness Center, we 
have certifi ed trainers Eu-
gene Hawkins, Oscar Hawk-
ins and Tarik Hawkins who 
advise us on training our 
athletes.  The Family Fitness 
Center, Inc was established 
in 2003 and it’s committed 
and dedicated to improving 
the health and wellness of se-
niors and youth.  They also 
work with patients that had 

knee and hip replacements, 
hypertension and diabetics.  
They have special rates for 
seniors.   For additional infor-
mation, call Eugene Hawkins 
at (646) 294-3838.

Velocity Track Club New 
York will be back to the track 
on April 6th at 6 p.m. since 
competing at the national 
championship.  If you miss 
our orientation and are still 
interested in trying out for the 
team, we will have another 
orientation at the track at 6:30 
p.m.. For location please con-
tact Coach Dinkins. 

Velocity Track Club New 
York is also a 501C3 non-for-
profi t.  One hundred percent 
of your donation will go to 
help our children.  For addi-
tional information, you can go 
to our web site Velocitytrack.
org or contact me, Coach Win-
ston Dinkins at (914) 441-6196 
or email me at WATCLT@
AOL.COM . 

Velocity Track Club news and highlights

(Right) Family Fitness Center certi-
fi ed instructors.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A schedule adjustment 

to an express bus line in the 
Bronx may help its drivers get 
to their job destinations ear-
lier and on time.

On Friday, March 20, As-
semblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz 
and Councilman Andrew Co-
hen announced their efforts 
to adjust the schedule on the 
BxM4 express bus, which trav-
els from East 242nd Street and 
Katonah Avenue to West 26th 
Street and 5th Avenue, and 
services the Woodlawn, Nor-
wood, Fordham and Tremont 
neighborhoods.

The announcement fol-
lowed the requests by numer-
ous BxM4 commuters who rely 
on its service everyday who 
complained that the BxM4’s 
schedule was making them 
late for work. 

Currently, the BxM4 ar-
rives in midtown Manhattan 
at 7:05 a.m., which is already 
too late for commuters whose 
work shifts begin at 7 a.m.

However, after Dinowitz 
and Cohen contacted the MTA 
regarding the issue, the MTA 
agreed to adjust the BxM4 bus 
schedule - by having the ear-

New express bus departure time ends tardiness
liest southbound bus depart 
from Woodlawn ten minutes 
earlier, at 5:40 instead of 5:50 
a.m.. 

The same schedule change 
will affect the earliest north-
bound bus as well, as the bus 
that will depart from midtown 
Manhattan will leave at 4:35 
instead of 4:45 p.m..

Both of these schedule 
changes will go into effect on 
Monday, April 6, and should 
allow commuters to make it to 
work on time and to their fam-
ilies quicker than before.

“This is an example of gov-
ernment in action,” said  Di-
nowitz and Cohen in an issued 
statement. “After hearing 
from numerous constituents 
that the existing BxM4 bus 
schedule was making them 
late to work and delaying their 
return home, we urged the 
MTA to adjust their schedule 
to adapt to the needs of their 
passengers. 

“We are pleased that the 
MTA has agreed to adopt our 
recommended changes in 
their spring bus schedule, as 
these small changes will make 
a big difference to the commut-
ers who rely on this bus to get 

to work every day.”
“We believe that invest-

ment in public transportation 
can be a virtuous cycle - the 
more we invest in improving 
the system, the more people 
will use it, allowing for fur-
ther investment. We will con-
tinue to advocate for changes 
that improve the daily com-
mutes of our constituents.”

Community Board 12 was 
also pleased with the schedule 
change.

“Bronx residents that work 
in Manhattan have to leave 
their homes and be on the road 
early because of the distance 
and traffi c,” said Fr. Richard 
Gorman, CB 12’s chairperson. 
“Any change to help Bronx 
residents get to work easier 
and on time is a good thing.”   

(Right) The last northbound BxM4 
stop, located on East 242nd Street 
and Katonah Avenue, near Van Cor-
tlandt Avenue East. 
 Community News Group / Steven 
Goodstein
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Lieutenant Mark Walter McKay 
2/13/64 to 4/4/2012

We love you and miss you.
We got your back Mark.

You always said “It is what it is” 
Your Family will never let anyone disgrace your name. 

REST IN PEACE.
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We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

HOUSE
FOR SALE

$459,000
SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

233rd Vicinity
Legal 2 Family,

Detached Brick, 50x100,
Currently Being Used

As A Daycare, With Licenses

J. C. Penney Company, Inc. recently 
honored its top performing stores with the 
Founder’s Award at a special leadership 
conference in Dallas on March 25.  At this 
year’s ceremony, only 104 of approximately 
1,060 stores, six out of 52 districts and four 
out of 14 supply chain facilities received 
the coveted award, including the JCPen-
ney store located at The Mall at Bay Plaza 
in Bronx, N.Y., led by store manager Vickey 
Denaro. The Founder’s Award is presented 
to teams that truly excel in the areas of fi -
nancial performance, customer and client 
service, and business expertise.

* * *
TD Bank, America’s Most Convenient 

Bank®, has promoted Karina A. Castel-
lanos to Assistant Vice President, Store 
Manager of the Kingsbridge store at 281 
West 230th St. She is responsible for new 
business development, consumer and 
business lending, managing personnel 
and overseeing the day-to-day operations 
at the store serving customers throughout 
the area.

* * *
The New York City Department of 

Sanitation is again expanding the NYC 
Organics voluntary curbside food and yard 
waste recycling program, adding neighbor-
hoods in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and 
Staten Island later this spring. The program 
offers New Yorkers an easy way to recycle 
their organic waste, including food, food-
soiled paper, and yard debris.

All single family homes and buildings 
with nine or fewer residential units will be 
automatically enrolled in the voluntary 
program. Residential buildings with 10 or 
more units may apply to participate. Build-
ing managers may fi nd more information 
on the application process at nyc.gov/apt-
recycling. All eligible households will re-
ceive a starter kit which includes an indoor 
kitchen container, an instruction brochure, 
and either their own outdoor brown bin or a 
larger one to share for the building (if there 
are between three and nine units in the 
building).

 To participate in the program, residents 
place their food scraps, and soiled paper 
products such as paper napkins and paper 
plates, into their kitchen container. Resi-
dents may then transfer the material to their 
outdoor bin for DSNY collection on their 
pick up day. The collected material is man-
aged locally and regionally. Some organic 
waste is turned into compost, and used lo-
cally by greening groups, such as urban 
famers, community gardeners, and street 
tree stewards, to rebuild the City’s soil.

The Bronx starts the week of June 1 
and includes Riverdale, North Riverdale 
and Fieldston. For more information, visit: 
on.nyc.gov/foodscrap-dropoffs.

* * *
On Thursday, March 26, Monroe Col-

lege held Inspire to Aspire, its third annual 
female empowerment event for more than 
300 high school girls in the Mintz Audito-
rium on the college’s Bronx campus.  The 
girls were guided through empowering ac-
tivities like sharing inspirations, setting per-
sonal and educational goals, and meeting 
with women from a variety of professions 
for intimate discussions on staying healthy, 
dealing with personal setbacks, the impor-
tance of education, and how to ultimately 
succeed in life.

The morning’s highlight was the power-
ful keynote address by WABC-TV news an-
chor Sade Baderinwa who talked about her 
own achievements in the face of adversity.

Afterwards she took questions from the 
girls and generously spent time greeting 
them individually and taking photos with 
them.

Participating high schools included 
Mott Hall HS, Media and Communication, 
the College Academy, Truman HS, Bronx 
Latin, New Visions Charter HS for Humani-
ties, HS for Contemporary Arts, BCC Prep, 
and Brooklyn Generations.

* * *
With support from the NYC Department 

of Cultural Affairs and the NYC Department 
for the Aging, the Bronx Council on the 
Arts completed the selection of artists for 
the 2015 Seniors Partnering with Artists 
Citywide (SPARC). Nine talented Bronx art-
ists will deliver arts programming to Bronx 
seniors centers across our borough. These 
local artists are providing a fun and interac-
tive atmosphere for seniors to acquire cre-
ative skills, ranging from theater to acting to 
Brazilian dancing, and more. 

SPARC, matches artists with senior 
centers throughout the city. The program 
provides artists with a stipend and access 
to workspace in exchange for the creation 
and delivery of arts programming. 

Leona Hull, Margo Brooks and Dr. Eme-
lise Aleandri teach theater. Hull will utilize 
acting techniques, vocal preparation and 
dance to create a “Senior Theatrical Proj-
ect at Sister Annunciata Bell. Brooks is 
directing a living museum based on work 
created by senior participants at Bronx-
works Morris. Dr. Aleandri is working on a 
variety show utilizing a variegated mosaic: 
musical, declamatory, pantomime, comic 
through monologues and short skits at 
Bronx House.

Wallace Boyd is teaching creative writ-
ing to participants at the Riverdale Y, while 
at JASA Co-op City Anna Tonna will intro-
duce choral technique in her work “Songs 
My Mother Taught Me” through which par-
ticipants explore and experience the cor-
relation between songs and personal 
memories through moderated talks and 
worksheets. Seniors will also attend two 
master classes and live concerts.

Visual artist Martine Fougeron is uti-
lizing current technology with participants 
at PEP for Seniors to create self-portraits. 
Martin Delossantos teaches painting by di-
recting participants in a communal mural 
and central wall art installation at Neigh-
borhood Shopp Leon Senior Center. Josie 
Gonzalez introduces a painting class se-
ries coupled with mixed media and sculp-
ture to present an overall exploration of vi-
sual arts to RAIN Nereid.

With the vibrant, colorful and rhythmic 
Brazilian Music and ballroom dance, Ire-
nio Dos Santos will instruct participants in 
a fun and exhilarating production in “Danc-
ing Our Stories” where lessons will grow 
through visits with middle school students 
developing into a documentary based on 
the lives and stories of the seniors at Casa 
Boricua.

Check the SPARC page of the Bronx 
Council on the Arts, www.bronxarts.org/
sparc.asp, for highlights of completed proj-
ects and a schedule of remaining events. 

J.C. Penney top performing store
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 Choose One                                                                                                         

Seasoned Fried Calamari
served with marinara sauce 

Sliced Tomato and Mozzarella
with frantoiano olives& roasted red peppers                                                                                     

Zucchini Sticks
served with marinara sauce                               

Popcorn Shrimp
served with tartar sauce                                                                                                                                            

Baked Clams Oreganata                                                                                           
chopped clams mixed with seasoned breadcrumbs                                                                                                                 

Golden Fried Chicken Fingers                                                                                        
served with a honey mustard sauce                                                                                                           

Potato Skins Topped with Bacon & Cheddar                                                                                         
served with sour cream

       Choose One                                                                                                                            

Mixed Greens Salad with choice of dressing                                                                                                       
or Soup D’Jour                                                           

        Choose One                                             

Succulent Roast Leg of American Lamb                                                                                    
served with lamb gravy                                                                                                                                      

10 oz. Fillet Mignon ( add $5)                                                                                                                                 
served with a mushroom demi glaze                                                                                                                              

Roast Prime Rib of  Angus Beef  (add $5)                                                                                                                  
slow roasted & served with Au jus                                                                                                      

Chicken Franchise                                                                                                                                    
lightly battered & sautéed fi let of chicken with a lemon butter sauce                                                           

Stuffed Filet of Sole                                                                                                                               
seasoned crabmeat wrapped around teder fi lets of sole 

with a light lemon butter sauce                                                                                  
Pistachio Crusted Salmon                                                                                                               

served with a Dijon mustard cream sauce                                                                                                  

Chicken Cordon Bleu
Breaded chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese and served with

a light cream pan gravy

All above Entrees are served with a choice  of 
potato and creamed spinach and turnips                                                           

Seafood Penne
shrimp, scallops, & sundried tomatoes in a mushroom cream sauce                                                                                 

Choose One                                                                                              
Carrot Cake, Bread Pudding, New York Cheesecake 

Easter Sunday
    Dinner Menu

includes appetizer, salad, 
entrée, dessert, tea/coffee

$34
Mozzarella Sticks with fries 

Chicken Fingers with fries

Mini Sliders with fries

Mini Lamb Dinner
with mashed potato, turnips and lamb gravy

Pasta with butter or marinara sauce

Choice of Chocolate or Vanilla Ice-Cream
Unlimited Soda/Juice or Milk
        

$995

This Menu Is Available A La Carte

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Social media savvy Bronx-

ites now have a new way to 
communicate about healthy 
eating and living. 

The borough was ranked 
last out of 62 counties in New 
York State in overall health in 
a yearly Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation and University of 
Wisconsin study for the sixth 
straight year, based on a re-
port released last week.

Now Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. is looking to 
draw attention to a social me-
dia campaign about health 
called #Not62 that he spoke 
about in his most recent State 
of the Borough address in Feb-
ruary. 

Diaz is encouraging his 
constituents to use the hashtag 
#Not62 on social media plat-
forms such as Twitter, Face-
book, and Instagram, to share 
photos and stories of working 
out, healthy eating, and to fa-
cilitate a discussion of how to 
create healthier communities. 

The hope is to create mo-
mentum to lift the borough 
out of the cellar when it comes 
to its health outcomes and fac-
tors, including fewer prevent-

Diaz seeks to improve public health
able hospital stays, improved 
food environment, fewer pre-
mature deaths, and a drop in 
sexually transmitted disease. 

The borough president has 
formed a partnership with 
Montefi ore and the city De-
partment of Health, among 
others, to build on the smaller 
successes in the rankings, 
which saw the borough im-
prove in 2015 when compared 
to 2014. 

“I am encouraged by the 
tremendous borough wide 
partnerships working to-
gether to address our bor-
ough’s health rankings,” said 
Diaz. “We are fortunate to 
have the commitment of part-
ners like the Bronx Health 
Reach and the CUNY Institute 
for Health Equity, in addition 
to the partners named here, to 
launch #Not62.” 

Diaz said in remarks be-
fore the City Island Civic As-
sociation on Tuesday, March 
24 that he was not looking to 
see all Bronxites become body-
builders, but that he would 
like to see the borough move 
up in the health rankings in 
the next 3 to 5 years, indicat-
ing that moving the borough 

to being the 61st ranked would 
be an achievement. 

With all of the growth the 
borough is now experiences, 
Diaz said that staying healthy 
could help ensure that all of 
his constituents are able to 
fully take part in all of the pos-
itive developments. 

The city DOH has launched 
the Bronx District Public 
Health Offi ce, part of a new 
intuitive called the Center for 
Health Equity.

“The health disparities 
that arise in the Bronx are a 
reminder that we need to do 
more to address the health 
needs of populations that face 
the most signifi cant social, 
economic, and health chal-
lenges,” said Dr. Mary Bassett, 
DOH commissioner. “With 
our partners in both the pub-
lic and private sector, we have 
started to see improvements 
in some key areas, including 
Health Department programs 
designed to promote a health-
ier environment for school 
aged children.”

The Bronx did not rank last 
in all of the categories mea-
sured in the study, but still in 
relatively poor health when 

compared to Manhattan and 
Queens, which both ranked 
in the top-half of counties, ac-
cording to published reports.

The borough’s largest 
health-care provider, Mon-
tefi ore, is joining in the “call 
to action,” as its president, 
Dr. Stephen Safyer, called the 
efforts. He cited generation-
spanning socio-economic ob-
stacles that need to be over-

come. 
At another of the bor-

ough’s largest medical facili-
ties, Jacobi Medical Center, 
nutrition manager Jennifer 
Charette said that small life-
style changes can lead to big 
changes over time. 

 Diaz remains optimistic 
that the borough’s people will 
make steps towards a health-
ier future. 

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. works out, and he is encouraging ex-
ercise and healthy living with his #Not62 social media campaign. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Diaz’s offi ce

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Potholes can cause problems 

for many drivers, but thanks to 
the New York City Department 
of Transportation, the amount 
of these concrete craters in the 
fi ve boroughs will be greatly 
decreased.

On Friday, March 27, DOT 
Commissioner Polly Trotten-
berg announced the continua-
tion of seasonal pothole repair 
efforts across the fi ve boroughs 
for that weekend. It was also 
announced that the DOT will 
continue their additional work 
on residential streets and high-
ways the following week.

After a brutal winter, like 
the one we just encountered, it 
is normal for the road to show 
it - as spreading salt not only 
melts ice and snow but also 
causes road decay. Consider-
ing the multiple snow storms 
the Bronx had this winter, it is 
common to see a road’s condi-
tion deteriorate.

These potholes have caused 
drivers to stop short and even 
unsafely weave to avoid the im-
pact of the trench.

Many highways, roads and 
streets in the Bronx have gen-

DOT continues to repair winter’s street craters
erated potholes - including 
Bruckner Boulevard, I-95 and 
Pelham Parkway - to name a 
few.

On Saturday, March 28, the 
DOT dispatched nearly 60 crews 
throughout the city to take care 
of the problem, mainly target-
ing residential streets and arte-
rial roadways. 

However, all potholes that 
pose a potential danger or 
threat to motorists are a pri-
mary concern to DOT and will 
be taken care of immediately

“The DOT is aware of the 
concerns about potholes in 
these areas and recently ad-
dressed the issue by perform-
ing large scale pothole repair 
and maintenance,” stated a 
DOT spokesperson. “We will 
continue to monitor these road-
ways, many of which are heav-
ily travelled, and conduct re-
pairs as needed.”

“If residents have concerns, 
they should immediately re-
port them to 311 and we will re-
spond.”*

Since mid-December, DOT 
has fi lled more than 209,000 
potholes in the fi ve boroughs. Potholes, like these located on Bruckner Boulevard between Logan and Edison avenues, will be repaired by the 

DOT in their city-wide effort. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Appetizers
Artichoke Hearts Oreganata

Baked Cams Casino Style
Lobster Ravioli 

in a vodka sauce

Garlic Bread with Mozzarella
Crispy Fried Calamari 

with a sweet chili sauce

Entrees
All entrees are served with a soup of the day or a house salad

Roast Leg of Lamb
Chicken Sorrentino 

Rib Eye Steak 
on a bed of spinach topped with 

a mushroom sauce & melted mozzarella

Stuffed Filet of Sole 
in a piccata sauce

Shrimp Scampi 
over rice

-Ask about our delicious dessert of the day-

OUR REGULAR MENU WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE
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Visiting Albany are: Senator Jeff Klein; Councilman Ritchie Torres; Monique Johnson, Throggs 
Neck Houses; Loretta Masterson, Sack Wern Houses; Cathy Marin, Pelham Parkway Houses; 
Bibi Rasul, Pelham Parkway Houses; Dorcas Blackwood, Throggs Neck Houses; Miriam Ley, 
Throggs Neck Houses; Lisa Burch, Throggs Neck Houses; Glenda Shearns, Throggs Neck 
Houses and Angie WIlliams, Throggs Neck Houses. Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein and Councilman Ritchie Torres were among the elected offi cials who 
rallied with New York City Housing Authority tenants in Albany on Monday, March 16. Tenant 
leaders and the elected offi cials are calling for state funding to update and repair NYCHA 
developments. 

ELECTEDS RALLY WITH TENANT LEADERS 

Cub Scout Pack 162 held a Blue and Gold Ceremony at Holy Rosary Church on Sunday, March 
22. This ceremony celebrates the anniversary of scouting, and features an advancement 
ceremony for the pack members.  As part of the festivities, the scouts held a cake design 
contest that featured interesting culinary creations related to video games like The Legand 
of Zelda, Minecraft, and Pac Man. 

CUB SCOUT BLUE AND GOLD

All of the scouts of Pack 162 hold their certifi cates after their advancements. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Cake conetst winners (l-r) Lucas Agis, fi rst place;  Jonathan Liga, second place; and Lucas 
Rodriguez, third place. Photo by Laura Stone

Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum’s annual Easter Egg Hunt took place on Saturday, March 28. 
Children between the ages of 2 and 12 searched for eggs, tapped their talents at crafts 
tables, and took photos with the Easter bunny. 

BARTOW-PELL EASTER EGG HUNT

Wade Wriek watches his daughters Rachel, 6 and Giuliana, 2, at one of the event’s activities.
 Photo by Edwin Soto

The the Samuel Young Post #620 hosted the annual Chris Engledrum Support The Troops 
Bingo on Friday, March 27. Engledrum was a local resident, fi refi ghter, and national gaurds-
man who was killed in Iraq in 2004.

SAMUEL YOUNG POST HOSTS ANNUAL
 SUPPORT THE TROOPS BINGO

Judy Lanci (l) with honorees Dr. David Stevens DDS, Mike Rahilly and Berna Mahidi from the 
George Timmons Family Fund. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Karen Rasmussen, Lynn Devine, Patty Greco and Lorraine Endico. 
 Photo by Laura Stone



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 3-9, 2015 41  BTR

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

P ets often make ideal companions. 
They are around when a person 
needs support, they can provide 

protection for those living alone, they’re 
always willing to lend an ear to prob-
lems, and many tend to offer uncondi-
tional love. Seniors facing an empty nest 
or the loss of a spouse may fi nd pets can 
buoy their spirits. Studies have shown 
that seniors can benefi t both mentally 
and physically from having a pet around. 
Pets can alleviate anxiety, depression 
and boredom. 

While pets can provide comfort and 
companionship, they remain a signifi -
cant responsibility. Seniors should fi nd 
an animal that will fi t in with their life-
styles. This is an important consideration 
for those seniors who travel frequently or 
have mobility issues. In addition, men 
and women living in senior communities 
or assisted living facilities should deter-
mine if there are any pet restrictions in 
place. 

Those seniors who have decided that a 

dog will be the best fi t can choose among 
several breeds that may be a good match 
for their needs. When selecting a dog, 
consider both size and temperament. 
Smaller dogs tend to be easier to handle 
and will need less maintenance. They are 
easily carried and won’t take as long to 
bathe and groom. Smaller dogs also con-
sume less food than larger breeds, reduc-
ing the expense of dog food and the hassle 
of wrangling large, heavy bags of chow. 
Temperament is also important, as some 
breeds tend to be more easygoing than 
others. Larger breeds may be preferable 
to a smaller breeds, which tend to be hy-
peractive. However, always remember 
there are pros and cons to each breed, 
and each dog will demonstrate his own 
personality traits. The following are 
some dogs that can be especially compat-
ible with seniors.

Pug: Equally playful and willing to 
be a lap dog, the pug requires little exer-
cise and grooming. The breed is typically 
nonaggressive and submissive. Pugs are 

good-natured and playful; they 
don’t often bark and are easy to 
train.

Shih Tzu: The Shih Tzu lives for 
attention, but this breed can be dom-
inant and diffi cult to train. The Shih 
Tzu will be alert to its surroundings and, 
despite its small stature, can be a good 
watchdog.

Pomeranian: Pomeranians look like 
big balls of fur and can bring a smile to 
an owner’s face. The breed tends to be 
perky, can display dominance and can be 
diffi cult to train. Because Pomeranians 
can be dog-aggressive, they may be best 
as the only pet in the house.

Yorkshire terrier: The Yorkie is a 
diminutive breed in size only, as they 
tend to have exuberant personalities that 
dwarf their stature. The ideal lap dog, 
Yorkies want to lie around and lounge, 
though some do like to bark. If the fur is 
kept short in a “puppy cut,” the dog can 
be easy to maintain.

Pembroke Welsh corgi: This me-

d i u m - s i z e d 
dog hails from Wales and 
typically requires only moderate exer-
cise and little grooming. They are easy 
to train and moderately dominant. They 
don’t bark excessively, and they often get 
along with other dogs.

Schnauzer: Available in three sizes, 
schnauzers are good companions and 
protectors. This is an intelligent and loyal 
breed and will need to be kept amused to 
stave off boredom.

Brussels griffon: These dogs do 
not shed, but they will require profes-
sional grooming at least once every three 
months. If socialized early, the griffon 
can be a good companion but will likely 
remain wary of strangers. They are good 
watchdogs and devoted to their owners.  

DOG BREEDS FOR SENIORS
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On Thursday, March 26, Senator Jeff Klein announced that $18,000 from Project BOOST will 
be used for funding P.S. 175 City Island at P.S. 175’s annual spring card party. More than 200 
local parents and school and school administrators were present when Klein made his an-
nouncement, and also stated that he has secured more than $700,000 for Bronx schools.

KLEIN ANNOUNCES FUNDING FOR P.S. 175

(In no particular order) Amy Lipson, principal of P.S. 175 City Island and school volunteers at 
Klein’s funding announcement. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein hosted his 20th annual Easter Bunny Breakfast at Villa Barone Manor 
on Saturday, March 28. Over 300 children and parents attended the breakfast, which had 
activities for children, including a magic show, face painting, a ‘build-a-bunny’ station and 
photos with the Easter Bunny.

KLEIN HOSTS EASTER BUNNY BREAKFAST

Senator Jeff Klein celebrates Easter with children and the Easter Bunny. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) Juliet Centeno, Sloane Hinchcliffe and Edith Segarra enjoy the activities. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) Mark Jaffe, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.,  Jacqueline Horowitz, Maria Cristina Mar-
rero, Monika Mantilla, Lourdes Rivera, Nick Lugo and Kathryn Wylde. 
 Photo courtesy of Offi ce of Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.

On Wednesday, March 25, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. attended the 9th Annual His-
panic Chamber of Commerce Women in Business Luncheon at Tosca Marquee. During the 
event, Diaz greeted guests and thanked the honorees for their continued success in demon-
strating integrity and social responsibility by paying it forward to their communities.

WOMEN IN BUSINESS LUNCHEON

Preston High School’s parent association 
and Advancement Offi ce hosted a card 
party at the school on Saturday, March 28. 
The night’s theme was ‘The Miss Preston 
Pagent.’

PRESTON HIGH HOSTS CARD PARTY

(Left) Event committee comprised of par-
ents and staff members l-r: Rosina Mandile, 
Mia Pompi, Valerie Menscal, Gianna Dell’Olio, 
principal Jane Grendell, Maryann Kildoyle, 
Patrizia Calabro and Dina Pecorelli. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Volunteer Pat Cambria with her daughters, 
Preston alumni Alyssa (l) and student Gian-
na (r). 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES - CATERING TO GROUPS 20-70

Special Packages Available - Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Captain’s Cabin

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

EARLY BIRD DINNERSUNDAY BRUNCH FRIDAY NIGHTS

DJ
SHANE

at

10
PM

$1295

to all our customers

JOIN US FOR EASTER SUNDAY DINNER

SERVING BRUNCH FROM 12–2PM

DINNER MENU AVAILABLE ALL DAY
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John Garcia, Fordham Bedford Community 
Center executive director and new citizen, 
Gerardo Nunez with his acheivement award. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

John Garcia stands alongside Candida Ma-
teo with her acheivement award. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

John Garcia (l) and Guilliermo Cepeda, Our Lady of Refuge religious director, stand along-
side Ana Concepcion with her acheivement award. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Wednesday, March 25, Fordham Bedford Community Services held a citizenship ceremony recognizing newly sworn-in citizens at Our Lady of Refuge Parish. Each honoree was pre-
sented with an achievement award during the event.

FORDHAM BEDFORD COMMUNITY SERVICES HOLDS CITIZENSHIP CEREMONY

To celebrate and honor Women’s History Month, the Bronx Chamber of Commerce hosted its 8th annual Women of Distinction Luncheon at 
Villa Barone Manor on Friday, March 27. The event honored Carol Robles-Roman, president and CEO of Legal Monuments and Betty A. Rosa, 
New York State Board of Regents, Judicial District XXII, among others.

BRONX CHAMBER OF COMMERCE’S WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

(l-r) Honoree Carol Robles-Roman, president and CEO of Legal 
Monuments poses with Brian Anderson, director of community 
outreach at Woodlawn Cemetery at the 8th annual Women of Dis-
tinction Luncheon. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Scholarship winners, honorees, the keynote speaker and members of 
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce at the 8th annual Women of Distinc-
tion Luncheon. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Lenny Caro, president of Bronx Chamber of Commerce, Patricia 
Simone, vice president for Simone Development, honoree and scholar-
ship winner Donya Quhshil from University Heights High School and 
Joe Kelleher, chamber chairman, pose at the 8th annual Women of 
Distinction Luncheon. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Waterbury LaSalle Community Associa-
tion hosted an Easter Eggstravaganza at the 
First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck on 
Saturday, March 28. The event featured a 
visit from the Easter Bunny.

WLCA HOSTS 
EGGSTRAVAGANZA

Mia Camacho and mom Marie enjoy their 
time with the Easter Bunny, while baby Ju-
liana sleeps. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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1 Family House. On a double lot. 
4 bedrooms and 3 baths.

$490,000.

2 Family House. 
On a double lot.

$400,000.

2 Family. Income Basement
apartment and 2 car garage.

$490,000.

2 Family House.

$425,000.

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

Rosana Chirico
Licensed Real Estate Broker

com

RC House Sales Realty Corp.

THROGGS NECK 
PELHAM BAY

IN CONTRACT

1 Family House.
Completely Renovated. 

$410,000.

APARTMENTS

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL
OFFICE & RETAIL SPACE AVAILABLE.  

STOREFRONT AVAILABLE
East Tremont Avenue & Third Avenue. Must see

3602 C East Tremont Ave.
Located near the Alley Cat Café

In The Throggs Neck Mall 

Available outside seating in our cozy courtyard. 
Like us on facebook. Www.Facebook.Com/scoopsandbowls

Follow us on instagram. Www.Instagram.Com/scoopsandbowls

217TH STREET
& BARNES AVENUE

 $1515.00

217TH STREET
& BARNES AVENUE

 $1311.00

THROGGS NECK’S ONLY ICE CREAM PARLOR!

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING
FAT FREE, NON-DAIRY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

3 bedrooms over
3 bedrooms. Basement. 

$450,000.

SC       PS
BOWLS&

We have many 
clients looking 
for apartment 

rentals and 
houses for sale 
Please call for 
a free market 
assessment

AGENTS WANTED

Now Featuring 
Uncle Louie G’s 
Italian Ices and 

Ice Cream
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Carlina Matias with daughter, Aleyna, 3, getting face painted by Lourdes Gamez as Elmo 
looks on. Photo by Edwin Soto

The fi fth annual Mommy to Bee Expo was held at Villa Maria Academy on Sunday, March 22. 
It was hosted by Marketing and Advertising Solutions.  BronxNet Open host and entrepre-
neur Rhina Valentin was the event emcee. It featured presentations by companies providing 
goods and services to mothers and women expecting children. Among the activities were 
free stroller cleaning, face-painting, massages, and a visit from Elmo. 

MOMMY TO BEE EXPO HELD
The Cardinal Hayes High School Alumni Association Hall of Fame Dinner took place at Marina 
del Rey on Saturday, March 21. At the dinner, Cardinal Hayes honored eight of its alumni and 
inducted them into the school’s hall of fame.

HAYES HOLDS HALL OF FAME DINNER

Attendees gather after the cocktail hour and dinner. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Performers Jack Glottman, Ray Martinez, Michael Wimberly, Hattie Gossett, Jenn Jade 
Ledesna, Steve Carrington and Bobby Sanabria pose after performing at the Bronx Heritage 
Center Lab. Photo by Edwin Soto

For Women’s History Month, the Bronx Music Heritage Center held a Billie Holiday Tribute 
at the Bronx Heritage Center Lab, 1303 Louis Nine Boulevard, on Saturday, March 21. Bronx 
poets and jazz musicians performed in  her honor at the event which also celebrated the 
upcoming centennial of her birth, April 7, 1915.

BRONX ARTISTS HONOR BILLIE HOLIDAY

On Thursday, March 12, Montefi ore Health System hosted a visit by Sylvia M. Burwell, secre-
tary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; Courtney Burke, New York State 
Deputy Secretary for Health; and Jason Helgerson, State Medicaid director. The event was 
hosted by Montefi ore president Steven M. Safyer, M.D., at Montefi ore Medical Group’s East 
site and noted Montefi ore as being a national leader in value-based care for two decades.  
Safyer applauded Secretary Burwell’s commitment to transfer 90% of Medicare reimburse-
ments toward value-based systems by 2018 and specifi cally 50% of payments in alternative 
payment models by 2018. 
He also congratulated NYS for guiding Medicaid reimbursements in a similar fashion as well 
as announcing MHS has established a goal of 100% value-based payments from Medicare 
and Medicaid by 2018.

MONTEFIORE HOSTS HEALTH OFFICIALS

Steven M. Safyer guides Sylvia M. Burwell. Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

On Monday, March 9, kindergarten and fi rst 
graders in the Neighborhood Development 
Initiatives Corporation’s after school pro-
grams at P.S. 96, P.S. 357, and Eastchester 
Gardens Community Center received over 
100 new books and plush animals through 
support from the Kohl’s Care Program.

KOHL’S
DONATES
TO NIDC’S
STUDENTS

(l-r) Selena Maisonet, Layla Mercedes and 
Kailani Morales of P.S. 96 are delighted to 
receive their new toys and books. 
 Photo courtesy of NIDC
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The
THROGGS NECK MALL

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue
Check out

These Stores In The
Throggs Neck Mall!

Design & Printing, Promotional Items, Websites & more
MAS

MARKETING & ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS

For all your marketing needs: 3602 Ste B

Need a spa day?  3604 Ste B
Pink Shisha Specials:
Manicure / Pedicure $20
Spa Parties for Children

Eyelash Extensions $100
Teethwhitening $75 for 60

Want to play an instrument?
3602 (2nd Floor) Suite 204

Cardio?
Stickfi ghting?
Self Defense? 
We got that too…
3604 (2nd Floor)

Suite 206

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard.  
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Café.  
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7TH ANNUAL
5K RUN &
FAMILY FUN 
RUN/WALK

SATURDAY

APRIL 25
2015
BRONX ZOO

TO REGISTER OR DONATE, GO TO

WCSRUNFORTHEWILD.ORG

JOIN US FOR ONE OF THE WILDEST EVENTS IN  
NEW YORK AND MAKE TRACKS FOR GORILLAS!

Ranachqua Foundation, a 67-
year old organization which pro-
vides support to Bronx cub and boy 
scouts through need-based summer 
camp fee subsidies and merit-based 
college assistance grants, will hold 
fundraising dinner for its Hirsch-
Ranachqua College Assistance Fund 
on May 2 at the Riverdale Presbyte-
rian Church.

Donation for dinner attendance is 
only $35 per adult and $20 per child. 

Advance reservations are re-
quired. 

Details of the event and forms for 
ads in the dinner journal are avail-
able by emailing Ranachqufound@
aol.com.  100% of the proceeds will 
benefit the Hirsch-Ranachqua 
Fund.

Largely funded by a generous do-
nation and subsequent bequest from 
the late Rhoda K. Hirsch, in memory 
of her husband, Sol. S. Hirsch, the 
Hirsch-Ranachqua College Assis-
tance Fund has been substantially 
depleted by the almost $400,000 in  
4-year merit-based grants paid out, 
or committed, to 48 Bronx boy scout 
recipients, since creation of the fund 
in 2000. 

Mr. Hirsch, a camper and mem-
ber of the camp staff at Camp Ra-
nachqua at Ten Mile River Scout 
Camp in the 1930’s, credited his Boy 
Scout experiences as a major influ-
ence on his later success in life.

Ranachqua Foundation has 
awarded almost $800,000 in sum-
mer camp subsidies to almost 16,000 
Bronx boy scouts. 

Motivated by a love of Scouting 
and an appreciation of the part the 
summer camping program played 
in building their character, a group 
of men, who were Bronx boy scouts 
in the 1920’s and 1930’s, formed the 
foundation to honor one of their 
camp buddies on his death in 1948.  
And the members of the Ranachqua 
Foundation have raised funds on a 
totally volunteer basis ever since. 

Ranachqua Foundation is a tax 
exempt organization under IRC 
501(C)(3).

Links to applications for camp-
ership subsidies and college assis-
tance grants, as well as membership 
and donation forms, can be found on 
the foundation’s website at www.ra-
nachquafoundation.org.

College Assistance 
Grants for Bronx Scouts
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From the Office of Admissions 
If  you are interested in attending one of  the best Catholic High Schools in 
New York City, Cardinal Hayes High School invites you to apply.  Anchored 
in a Catholic framework, we inspire students to strive for personal excellence 
and responsible citizenship .  We accomplish this through a rigorous college 
preparatory program, well-developed extracurricular programs, discipline 
and spiritual growth.   We accept students who demonstrate the potential 
to excel within the Hayes community.   If  you are ready to become a 
Hayesman, we encourage you to apply. 
 
Students seeking admission for the 9th grade should contact Mr. Joseph in 
the admissions office while openings are still available. He can be reached at 
718-292-6100 ext. 187 or cjoseph@cardinalhayes.org.  
 
The next Admissions Exam for students applying to 9th grade will be 
Saturday, May 2nd at 7:45am.  
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 The Archdiocese of New 
York announces that Holy Ro-
sary School has been awarded 
156 PRE-K FOR ALL seats for 
the 2015-16 academic year. 
The school has 120 seats at its 
current location, 1500 Arnow 
Avenue, as well as another 36 
new seats at its satellite loca-
tion, the former St. Mary Star 
of the Sea School at 580 Minni-
eford Avenue on City Island.

Free Universal Pre-K at Holy Rosary School
Maryann Fusco, Principal 

of Holy Rosary School, will 
oversee both locations, and 
will have a dedicated site di-
rector working with her at 
the City Island location.

“We are thrilled to have 
been awarded these 156 PRE-
K FOR ALL seats at these two 
locations,” said Ms. Fusco. 
“We will be bringing this 
high quality, free pre-K pro-

gram to City Island, while 
we continue our successful 
program at Holy Rosary, in 
a newly renovated facility, 
ready to welcome students in 
September.”

 PRE-K FOR ALL is high 
quality universal Pre-K edu-
cation for 4-year-olds in NYC, 
available at no cost, regard-
less of household income. 
PRE-K FOR ALL is designed 

to help more children begin 
their education at an early 
age and get a solid start on the 
road to active learning.

 To apply for a NYC PRE-
K FOR ALL program, visit 
www.nyc.gov/prek, or call 
718-935-2067 BY APRIL 24. 
You can also register in-
person for a Catholic school 
PRE-K FOR ALL program 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Mon-

day through Friday, at one of 
the Family Welcome Centers 
listed at http://buildboldfu-
tures.org/pre-kupk/univer-
sal-pre-k/.  Demand is high 
for these programs, and spots 
will be fi lled on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis. There are 
no fi nancial requirements for 
free UPK, and all families are 
encouraged to apply.

Sample of an 8th grade Math test from 1912.

Sabbat services at Temple Hatikva

BY AL D’ANGELO
Does anyone remember a 

person running for offi ce that 
did not mention education as a 
priority? Then why do we still 
have failing schools and such 
a high dropout rate? Someone 
said the defi nition of insanity 
is doing the same things over 
and over and expecting a dif-
ferent result. Coming from 50 
years in education let me offer 
a few ideas.  

First, parents must be in-
volved in their child’s educa-
tion and reinforce teachers’ 
classroom policies. Parents 
who have a question about 
something the teacher did or 
said should bring their con-
cerns, in a professional man-
ner to the teacher’s attention. 
Never criticise a teacher in the 
presence of children; this fos-
ters a confrontational attitude 
in the children (my mother 
said…). Parents are not trained 
educators. Their job is to help 
with homework and reinforce 
an educational work ethic in 
their children. We don’t tell 
doctors or lawyers how to run 
their practices. What makes us 
think we know more than our 
educational leaders? Nothing 
works better than a parent and 
teacher working together so a 
child can reach their potential. 

Second, and most impor-

tant is discipline. Without a 
learning environment, one de-
void of distractions, children 
cannot learn to their full abil-
ity. In every aspect of life from 
the military to the work place 
there is a disciplinary code. 
Every child has a right to an 
education and when that right 
is threatened by a few unruly 
individuals those individu-
als must be removed. This is 
when parents should become 
involved. Injustice is served 
when children do not have 
guidelines at home and in 
school. How does a child learn 
what is right or wrong if we 
keep changing the rules? We 
must be consistent and lead 
by example. The adage “do as 
I say not as I do” is not a learn-
ing tool. Children must be held 
accountable for their actions 
and adult are their model.

The reason charter and 
private schools do so well is 
because a structured disci-
plined learning environment 
is present. Thirdly, teachers 
unions are spending large 
sums of money and resources 
to shape political opinion in 
their favor. Their duty is to 
work for their constituents to 
make sure they are treated 
fairly both fi nancially and 
in the work place. They must 
also keep the children in mind 

and should not fi ght to keep a 
teacher they know is a detri-
ment to the children he/she 
teaches. Would you put that 
teacher in front of your child? 

Fourth,  the principal’s 
job is multifaceted- to see 
the needs of the children are 
served, deal with parent con-
cerns, work on budgets and 
curriculums and conduct 
teacher evaluations, to name 
a few. The system must allow 
Principals to remove teach-
ers who are not serving the 
educational needs of the chil-
dren. Teaching is the ability 
to take knowledge and be able 
to patiently and effectively 
impart that knowledge to the 
children in their charge.  A 
good teacher is driven to make 
their students succeed.

We nearly spend an aver-
age of $20,000 per child on 
education and we have fail-
ing schools: 48 in the Bronx, 
178 city wide, 46% graduation 
rate, profi ciency level in ELA 
(English Language Arts) is 
5.9%, Profi ciency rating is 

6.2% Math. We keep putting 
band aids on the problem and 
education continues to decline 
especially in minority areas. 

It is not Common Core but 
common sense that will turn 
the system around.  I guaran-
tee you if you give a college 
freshman an eighth grade 
test given 40 years ago they 
would fail. Don’t listen to the 
excuses that the family unit is 
not the same. Be that as it may 

children are still born the old 
fashioned way to parents who 
still love their children and 
want the best for them.

We spend probably 20 times 
more per child now than we 
did 40 years age. We have 
breakfast, lunch and after 
school programs to help work-
ing mothers. We are planning 
to land astronauts on Mars but 
we can’t educate our children.
Last account activity: 

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593

  Temple Hatikva will hold its next 
Shabbat service on Friday, April 10, 
at 7:30 p.m., continuing its regular 
monthly schedule.  

As always at Temple Hatikva, 
worship will be followed by a free 
Kiddush. This month’s Kiddush will 
consist of delicious ‘Kosher for Pass-
over’ array of macaroons and other 
traditional sweets and treats, in 
honor of the holiday.

The entire community is invited 
to join in this joyous evening, which 
is, of course, free of charge.

The final session of the free Adult 
Education series, ‘Understanding 
the Sabbath Prayer Book,’ will meet 
at 10 a.m. on Sunday, April 12. As 
always, breakfast will be provided 
to all attending. The series is spon-
sored by Shalom Jewish Funeral 
Home. Adult Ed sessions will re-

sume in the fall.
“Although we mourn the passing 

of our spiritual leader, Rabbi Harry 
Hertzberg, we look forward with de-
termination and faith,” stated Can-
tor Kyle Cherry. “As we face the fu-
ture, we can best honor his memory 
by building upon the foundation he 
established with renewed energy, 
new ideas and innovative program-
ming. We welcome everyone who 

wishes to worship and learn with 
us.”

The synagogue is planning to 
hold a memorial service in honor of 
‘Rabbi Harry’ in May.

Temple Hatikva is located at 
Bronx House, 990 Pelham Park-
way South. The synagogue can be 
reached at (718) 892-5766, by email at 
TempleHatikva@aol.com, or on the 
web at www.TempleHatikva.com.
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MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your Clinical Studies 
in New York’s largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

NYU School of Medicine

Have you experienced a traumatic 
event? Are you depressed and 

anxious? Are you experiencing 
fl ashbacks? Irritability?  

If so, you may be eligible to participate in a 
study that involves taking an investigational 

medication or placebo for one week. Th is study 
takes place at New York University School of 

Medicine over the course of fi ve visits. You must 
be between the ages of 18 and 60, medically 

healthy and currently not taking medications. 
You will be compensated for your time.  

For more information, please call 646-754-4831.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, APRIL 3-9, 201552    BTR

Bronx Park East Community Association news

 The Bronx recognized 
Christine E. Barry of Katsky 
Korins, LLP and Riana Garvin, 
16, of Castle Hill Avenue as 
the Volunteer of the Year and 
Youth Volunteer of the Year, 
respectively.

A Bronx resident and bene-
factor, Christine has worked 
tirelessly for the benefi t of her 
community. Don’t be surprised 
if you fi nd her photo under 
“model volunteer” in the dic-
tionary as her contributions 
have defi ned what it means to 
give so that others may pros-
per. The Bronx YMCA is stron-

Bronx YMCA Volunteers of the Year
ger than ever for having Chris-
tine part of its team, and we 
especially appreciate her work 
with our Bon Appetit fund-
raiser. 

Riana is a remarkably moti-
vated young lady.  From partic-
ipating in Youth and Govern-
ment to joining Teens Take the 
City to being a Counselor-in-
Training, she has contributed 
to the life of the Bronx Y while 
improving her leadership 
skills and trying new things 
– demonstrating to those who 
meet her how fun hard work 
can be.

“Volunteers have been the 
lifeblood of the YMCA since 
the organization was founded 
more than 160 years ago,” says 
Bronx YMCA Executive Di-
rector Sharlene Brown. “Each 
year thousands of volunteers 
give generously of their time 
and energy, smarts and cre-
ativity, to help the Y fulfi ll its 
mission of youth development, 
healthy living and social re-
sponsibility. Their extraordi-
nary work and commitment 
humbles us, and Christine E. 
Barry and Riana Garvin are 
true civic exemplars.” CHRISTINE E. BARRY RIANA GARVIN

BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER
Bronx Park East Commu-

nity Association, ‘B-PECA’, 
your Allerton and Pelham 
Parkway community ad-
vocates, will hold our next 
monthly community meeting 
on Thursday, April 9 at 6:30 
p.m. inside the CenterLight 
building at 2401 White Plains 
Road. 

Our guest will be ‘DIG 
Farm’, a region-wide organi-
zation who conducts plant-
ings and beautifi cation in 
local parks, with a focus on 
farming and healthy-eating. 
We will be discussing our 
upcoming planting events in 
Allerton’s Zimmerman Play-
ground and in Baychester’s 
Seton Falls Park in conjunc-
tion with DIG and NY State 
Senator Ruth Hassell-Thomp-
son. And much more, so join 
us!

Contact B-PECA anytime 
by calling (347) 654-7044 or 
emailing bxparkeast@gmail.
com.

Discovery for Justice Fo-

rum

Discovery for Justice, in-
vites you to, An Open Forum 
on Criminal Discovery and 
Repeal of CPL 240 on Thurs-
day, April 16 at 6 p.m. inside 
1199 SEIU Auditorium, lo-
cated at 310 West 43rd Street, 
10036.

Elected offi cials have 
called for reform of the crimi-
nal justice system, pointing 
to public mistrust in the fair-
ness of the process. Public at-
tention has focused primarily 
on the grand jury, but there is 
a bigger problem: 

In New York, it is legal un-
der CPL (Criminal Procedure 
Law) 240 to withhold evidence 
right up until trial!

This is something people 

only learn once they have 
been accused of a crime. The 
accused are always at a disad-
vantage, despite their right to 
a fair trial. Reform is neces-
sary, but we must address the 
entire system, not just part of 
it.

At this forum you’ll be able 
to learn the facts and take part 
in the changes that affect the 
criminal justice system, and 
thus, your community.

Invited panelists at this 
forum include New York and 
New Jersey prosecutors, de-
fense attorneys, chairs of the 
Task Force on Criminal Dis-
covery Reform, city and state 
legislators, and community 
activists. Admission is free, 
and is on a fi rst come, fi rst 
serve basis.

Bronx Park East Com-
munity Association board 
members Kenny Agosto and 
Norma Lopez are an integral 
part of the D4J movement, so 
we hope you can join Team B-
PECA to make repeal of CPL 
240 a reality!

City Island Theater

As numerous B-PECA 
members can attest, we have 
Broadway-quality plays right 
here in the Bronx!

City Island Theater Group 
has been providing quality 
theater productions in City 
Island since 1999, and is one 
of the seemingly unknown 
jewels of our borough.

Many people are under the 
impression that you have to 
spend at least $40-50 to see a 
quality play in NYC. Obvi-
ously, they have not been to 
a City Island Theater Group 
performance. 

What is unique about 
CITG is that not only are the 
stories and acting perfor-
mances top-notch, but the set-

ting is up-close and intimate. 
There is hardly a need for mi-
crophones inside Grace Hall, 
where the performances take 
place. If you sit in the front 
row you are so close that you 
almost feel that you are a part 
of the story. And that is ex-
actly what theater is about!

CITG’s performances en-
velope you in the drama, com-
edy and wide range of emo-
tions that embody the theater 
experience.

You are invited to attend 
the upcoming City Island 
Theater group performances 
of the play ‘Twelve Angry 
Men’, on April 24 to 26, April 
30th, as well as May 1 to 3.

And here’s the best part: 
The tickets are only $20 for 
students, seniors, Bronx Cul-
ture Card-holders and those 
who call to reserve tickets in 
advance. You can also pur-
chase tickets at the door for 
$22.

For more information 
on show times and how you 
can support this grassroots 
theater group, call (718) 885-
3066, go to www.cityisland-
theatergroup.com or email 
information@cityislandthe-
atergroup.com You can also 
follow them on Twitter at @ci-
theatergroup or Like them on 
facebook at https://www.face-
book.com/CITheaterGroup.

The CITG performances 
take place inside Grace Hall 
at Grace Episcopal Church, 
located at 116 City Island Ave-
nue between Pilot and Marine 
streets. You can take the Bx 29 
bus from the Pelham Bay sta-
tion to get to performances by 
public transportation.

     Support local theater 
and local artists! Support the 
City Island Theater Group!

In Memoriam

This month in memo-
riam, we mourn the loss of 
so many special people taken 
from us all too soon.  We be-
gin with the loss of two pow-
erhouse community activists: 
Rabbi Harry Hertzberg, 62 of 
Temple Hatikva of Pelham 
Parkway. He was an attor-
ney and counsel for the Lib-
erty Democratic Association 
and the Honorable Carmen 
Louisa Rosa, 67, longtime dis-
trict manager of Community 
Board 12.  They were an essen-
tial part of the mosaic fabric 
of what’s good in the Bronx.  
We also remember the loss of 
veteran WABC-TV Channel 7 
Eyewitness News anchor, and 
reporter, Lisa Callograssi, 49, 
froman aneurism; dynamic 
Bronx senior, Sybil D. Halley, 
99 ½, mother of longtime pol, 
Deputy Bronx Borough Presi-
dent, Aurelia Greene; legend-
ary star of screen and tele-
vision, Leonard Nimoy, 83, 
who played the iconic role of 
Spock on Star Trek the orig-
inal series and movies. Ni-
moy inspired generations of 
children to be hopeful about 
the future, appreciating the 
concept of ‘Infi nite Diversity 
in Infi nite Combinations;’ 
former New York state sena-
tor, the honorable George On-
orato (D) Astoria, 85; Bronx-
born, political fi xer, former 
New York State Parole Board 
member, and corrections re-
former, Burton Schoenbach, 
85; Rev. Dr. Samuel Simpson, 
85, noted author and founding 
pastor emeritus of Wake-Eden 
Baptist Church in the Bronx; 
civic activist George Spitz, 92, 
perennial mayoral candidate 
and reformer of the NYC Mar-
athon; the Sassoon family; Da-
vid, Elaine, Moshe, Rivkah, 
Sara, Yaakub, and Yishua, 

seven children who all per-
ished in a horrifi c house fi re 
in Midwood, Brooklyn; Nich-
olas Figueroa, 23 and Moises 
Ismael Yac, 27, who were trag-
ically killed in the gas explo-
sion and subsequent building 
collapse in the Village.  We 
also remember the 87 victims 
on the  25th Anniversary of 
the catastrophic Happy Land 
Fire. May all the families be 
sustained while they begin 
their season of remembrance. 
May all the dearly departed, 
Rest In Peace. May their lega-
cies continue to live long and 
prosper...

Congratulations

We congratulate longtime 
Bronx community activist, 
Patricia Tomosulo on receiv-
ing a new liver and kidney 
transplant from a 23-year old 
recently deceased organ do-
nor from Vermont via Chi-
cago at Mount Sinai Medical 
Center in El Barrio. 

     I’m sure Pat and An-
thony Bonelli thanks all her 
well wishers and to consider 
fi lling out a Donate Life form 
to give the gift of life to your 
fellow human being. Life, 
pass it on! 

Thank you to you, the 
reader, for reading B-PECA’s 
weekly Bronx Times column. 
A big appreciation to the 
Bronx Times team for mak-
ing this immensely valuable 
media outreach tool avail-
able to grassroots community 
groups like B-PECA. Media 
matters! Happy anniversary, 
Bronx Times!

Until next time, don’t for-
get to spay and neuter your 
pets. And ask not what your 
community can do for you, 
ask what you can do for your 
community!
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Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

WINTER SPECIAL

$500
OFF

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

APRIL EXTRAVAGANZA!

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 

EXTRAVAGANZA
Hop on over and get ready 

for Spring!
GET READY FOR THE SUMMER! 

TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!
Free consultation. Limited time offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

BEFORE

AFTER

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

Available In Half Trays
and Whole Trays

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

FIND US ON:

Custom Made Hot or Cold 3 - 6 foot Heroes...
All Food Made Fresh On The Premises

Let Us Do The Work For Your Special Occasion!
No Party Too Large!

Appetizers, Sides, Salads, Pastas, Brick Oven Pastas, 
Chicken and Veal Dishes, Eggplant Dishes, Sausage Dish-

es, Seafood Dishes, Desserts...and More...
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BY KENNETH KEARNS
Many of you now know that 

the former Whitestone-Capri 
Hotel has been operating as a 
homeless shelter for 95 families 
since last September.  You also 
know that that this shelter was 
established under an emergency 
contract from the New York City 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices (DHS), to the Acacia Net-
work Housing Inc. to operate a 
full service family shelter at the 
site. Community Board 10 was 
quite vocal in its opposition to the 
shelter.  However, our opposition 
was never based on any negative 
sentiments toward the homeless 
families living at the site. It was 
based on the fact that shelter is 
located in a fairly isolated spot, 
devoid of traditional community 
services, but it is also located op-
posite the Trump Golf Links, the 
only major economic develop-
ment benefi t that the City of New 
York ever provided to this board, 
in the past 30 years.  

Our board saw the presence of 
a homeless shelter in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the golf course as a 
negative factor, because we feel 
that its presence may detract from 
the anticipated economic devel-
opment associated with the pres-
tigious golf course project.  We as 
board, tried to engage the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services to de-
termine how we may include both 
the homeless shelter and the golf 
course into a situation that would 
benefi t not only both institutions 
on a whole, but the community in 
general.  Sadly, the DHS chose 
not to do this, and only reminded 
us of the importance of meeting 
the needs of the homeless.  

To further the goal of meld-
ing the shelter into community 
life, we sought and created a 
Citizens Advisory Board, this is 
something that DHS regulations 
require Acacia, the provider to 
do, but they really exercise no 
authority over the provider to do 
that. Nor did DHS assist in the 
creation of a community advisory 
board with any technical or ad-
ministrative guidance. It is safe to 
state that DHS has not been of 
any real assistance to this com-
munity, save for it agreeing to our 
request, to send a patrol of DHS 
Police to visit the site to make it 
more secure.   

The DHS had recently an-
nounced that it intended to ex-
tend the contract to the Acacia 
Network Housing Inc. to operate 
on a long term basis. In order to 
do this the agency has to have 
the contract reviewed by the 
Mayor’s Offi ce of Contract Ser-
vices. On March 19, 2015, this 
offi ce conducted a public hearing 
regarding this contract. Below 
you will fi nd CB 10 Testimony at 
this public hearing:

Madam Director, my name is 
Martin Prince and I am chairman 

of Community Board 10, the host 
community board for the New 
York City Department of Home-
less Services’ Crystal’s Place, 
located at 555 Hutchinson River 
Parkway, currently operated un-
der an emergency contract with 
a provider known as the Acacia 
Housing Network Inc.  This is 
a shelter for 95 units, which is 
housed in a former, short stay es-
tablishment, known as the Whit-
estone-Capri Hotel.  

Our board and the communi-
ties that we represent oppose the 
placement of this shelter, and the 
manner in which Acacia Network 
Housing Inc. was chosen to serve 
as the provider.  I feel at this point 
that it is important to briefl y exam-
ine how the shelter came to the 
Ferry Point community. On Sep-
tember 12, 2014, our board was 
notifi ed by HELP USA that this 
organization intended to respond 
to the New York City Department 
of Homeless Services (DHS’s) 
Open-Ended Request for Pro-
posals for the Development and 
Operation of ‘Standalone’ Transi-
tional Residences for Homeless 
Adults and Families.

The DHS never engaged this 
board, or its elected offi cials, in a 
dialogue about this event.  There 
was no formal announcement 
from this agency, nor was there 
a public hearing, and no oppor-
tunity was afforded the residents 
of Community Board 10 to com-
ment. In response to our inquiries, 
all we received were statements 
that New York City had a home-
lessness crisis of some 58,000 
families that required shelter and 
how we had a moral obligation to 
accept them into our community. 

In attempting to obtain infor-
mation, both my district manager 
Mr. Kenneth Kearns and I paid an 
impromptu visit to the shelter site, 
only to fi nd that staff from Acacia 
Network Housing Inc. was on site. 
These individuals were known to 
us and when we spoke informally, 
we learned that Acacia had been 
chosen as the provider.      

On September 15, 2014, we 
received notice from Acacia Net-
work Housing Inc. that they were 
the provider. DHS never saw fi t 
to inform our community board of 
these developments.  We had to 
initiate contact with the agency.  
Apparently, it is the agency’s pol-
icy, to have the provider entities 
conduct the public outreach to 
potential host communities.  

Our feeling, as a board, is that 
the reliance on the provider to 
conduct such services is wrong 
and belittles the positions of com-
munity boards and elected offi -
cials across the city.  Provisions 
in the contracts between the city 
and any entity offering services 
that exclusively vests outreach 
activities in the providers, should 
be stricken. We as a people have 
a right to speak directly with our 

government about the decisions 
that it makes, and we should not 
have to depend upon a contract 
organization on these matters.  

Having failed at providing 
the required courtesy of notifi ca-
tion, DHS chose Acacia Network 
Housing Inc. to operate Crystal’s 
Place, without the slightest con-
cern for community input. The 
city’s own contract practices re-
quire a bidding period in which a 
number of bidders are selected 
and the most qualifi ed bidder 
is chosen.  In this case, to the 
best of our knowledge a no bid 
contract was let to Health USA, 
and the contract subsequently 
shifted to Acacia.  This is a no 
bid $17,801,135.00 contract that 
spends $125.79 on each client 
per day. We would like to say a 
word about Acacia, we feel that it 
is a responsible organization that 
operates a myriad of social ser-
vices in Bronx County.  

By and large, they perform a 
good job, but a recent Daily News 
article criticized the DHS and pro-
viders, such as Acacia and oth-
ers for their management scatter 
of site shelter housing.  Accord-
ing press accounts families were 
housed in structurally unsound 
and vermin ridden structures. An 
even more recent Department of 
Investigation study revealed that 
many of the structures housing 
the homeless were woefully in-
adequate and overly expensive.    

In our board’s opinion, DHS 
should overhaul its entire opera-
tion and take a greater role in ac-
counting for its choices.  To let a 
contract of this size without pub-
lic review violates not only the 
city’s own contract rules, but de-
fi es common sense.  Where is 
the accountability factor? This 
contract contains language that 
calls for the development of an 
Independent Living Plan or ILP 
for clients by the provider.  In our 
conversations with Acacia, they 
discussed the services that they 
rendered in a general way. 

There was never any talk of 
something as signifi cant of as an 
ILP. An ILP is a mode of operation 
established by the provider and 
entered into cooperatively with 
the client.  It is supposed to be a 
road map for the client to follow, 
that will enable him/her to achieve 
independent living status in their 
own home. The provider also, is 
to work with the client in establish-
ing savings accounts, when pos-
sible, so that people could even-
tually move into their own homes.  
These are but a few examples of 
the guidance offered to clients 

by the contract.  This information 
should be disseminated among 
the public, so that they can get a 
good understanding of the work 
done among the homeless cli-
ents.  Yet in an apparent lack of 
transparency, DHS chose to hold 
all of these services under a cloak 
of secrecy.          

On March 13, 2015, DHS is-
sued to Mayor de Blasio’s Offi ce 
its Fair Share Analysis, proposing 
to award a long-term contract to 
the Acacia Network Housing Inc. 
In their analysis they cite a se-
ries of factors and a chronology 
that paints them in a very posi-
tive light.  The Fair Share Analysis 
is19 pages in length, and I will only 
state that this self-serving docu-
ment contains a number of incon-
sistencies, which require further 
study. However, time will only al-
low me to cite a glaring few:

Community Board 10 was 
promised by several previous 
city administrations that a profes-
sional golf course would be built 
on a landfi ll in the Ferry Point 
community. Supposed construc-
tion went on for decades, with 
no end in sight and fi nally, after 
30 years, we have a professional 
linked golf course. This was, and 
is the city’s socially contracted 
economic development project 
for Community Board 10. This is 
the only economic development 
incentive that our board has ever 
seen from the city’s central ad-
ministration, and upon its com-
pletion, DHS opened a homeless 
shelter.  

They barely make reference to 
this in the Fair Share Analysis and 
when they do, they gloss it over. 
When I sought to discuss the shel-
ter’s impact on the golf course, 
the site that represents the most 
positive economic potential for 
our community, I never received 
an answer, except for the agency 
produced mantra that we have a 
homelessness crisis and we have 
share in providing shelter. I can 
tell you that DHS never paid any 
attention to the host communi-
ty’s needs in this regard, and my 
Board is angered and frustrated 
by DHS’s lack of concern.

The contract calls for the es-
tablishment of a community in-
volvement vehicle, in the form of 
a citizens advisory board or CAB. 
The Fair Share Analysis writes 
glowingly about how Acacia has 
provided for a Citizens Advisory 
Board or CAB.  Like every pro-
vider, Acacia is required to cre-
ate a CAB for its shelters by con-
tract.       

The fact is that Community 
Board 10 conducted the out-
reach activities and suggested 
members for this CAB.  Credit 
should not be given to either 
DHS or Acacia for this effort.  In 
fact, it should be noted that DHS 
has offered no guidance in the 
formation or the administration 

of a CAB. 
The Fair Share further alludes 

to the presence of public transpor-
tation for the shelter residents, two 
bus lines, the Q44 and Q50 pass 
by the shelter on their respective 
routes to Queens and return trips 
to the Bronx.  The schedules for 
these buses that provide connec-
tion to the subway at Pelham Bay 
and West Farms are such that, 
they have slow turn-around times 
and are frequently late.  Besides it 
is a 20 minute ride to the nearest 
subway station. 

Barely discussed in the Fair 
Share document, is that DHS had 
placed two men, who were either 
married to, or were the father of 
children at the shelter, who were 
listed as Level 2 and 3 sexual of-
fenders.  Neither DHS nor Acacia, 
ever came to the community with 
this information. In fact, Acacia it-
self was unaware of their place-
ment.  Any DHS contract with a 
provider should mandate that is-
sues like this should be discussed 
with the provider.  This situation 
demonstrated the complete fail-
ure of DHS to have basic com-
munication with its Provider and 
the CAB. Proper communication 
between the provider, CAB and 
DHS is mandated by the contract.  
These individuals were removed, 
only after considerable pressure 
from the community.  DHS pays 
lip service to developing a policy 
regarding these matters, but all 
they did was place these individu-
als in other family shelters, out of 
the borough.  

Our board fi rmly believes that 
the contract between the Acacia 
Network Housing Inc. and DHS 
should include a provision that 
would authorize Acacia to accept 
any family who faces homeless-
ness within Community Board 10, 
for priority placement at Crystal’s 
Place, as a general policy.  This 
way, people can receive services 
in their own community with mini-
mal disruption in their lives. 

In summation, Community 
Board 10 opposes the establish-
ment of a contract at Crystal’s 
Place, located at 555 Hutchinson 
River Parkway, because of the 
manner in which DHS operates, 
its lack of notifi cation, its com-
plete disregard for the host com-
munity’s concerns, inconsisten-
cies of service between shelter 
to shelter, the opaque nature of 
contracts, and its high costs.

This testimony was pre-
sented to the Mayor’s Offi ce for 
Contract Services by Mr. Kearns 
the district manager of Commu-
nity Board 10, and represents the 
board’s position on this subject.

Community Board 10’s offi ce 
is open fi ve days a week between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Contact us at (718) 892-1161, or by 
e-mail at BX10@cb.nyc.gov.  Visit 
our website for announcements at 
www.nyc.gov/brionxcb10. 
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Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR and Metro-North at mta.info
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com

RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.For security purposes, no backpacks allowed, random security and bag checks. 

Buy Tickets Online or At The Door
Tickets are just $16, children $7

JAVITS CENTER  |   AUTOSHOWNY.COM

APRIL 3 THROUGH APRIL 12
MON-SAT 10AM-10PM   SUN 10AM-7PM

Valid only with cash purchase. Present this coupon at ticket box 
office. Not valid toward admission for children. One coupon per 
person. Not to be combined with any other discount offer.

VALID MONDAY-FRIDAY ONLY!  April 6-10

PRICE OF 
ADMISSION

$2OFF

SECURITY DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERYWe Now Accept WIC
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Action
Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Speaking at a commemo-

ration of  the 1965’ Bloody 
Sunday’ civil rights struggle 
in Selma, President Obama 
stated that “Right now, in 
2015, fi fty years after Selma, 
there are laws across this 
country designed to make 
it harder for people to vote.” 
The President was incorrect. 
Laws currently on the books 
as well as those being pro-
posed are designed to combat 
voter fraud, an issue that dis-
enfranchises black and, in-
deed, all voters. 

A Pew Center on the 
States study found “millions 
of voter registration records 
nationwide that are either in-
accurate or no longer valid...
based on data [indicating] 
a voter died, moved, or had 
been inactive from 2004 to 
March 2011.”  The study re-
vealed that 2,758,578 individ-
uals were registered to vote 
in more than one state.  

In addition, “12.7 million 
records nationwide...appear 
to be out of date and no longer 
refl ect the voter’s current in-
formation, more than 1.8 mil-
lion records for people who 
are no longer living, but have 
active registrations on voter 
rolls, and 12 million records 
with incorrect addresses...
once duplicates among cat-
egories are eliminated, ap-
proximately 24 million reg-
istration records, or nearly 
13% of the national total, are 
estimated to be inaccurate or 
no longer valid.” There are 
further concerns that ‘motor 
voter’ registrations and simi-
lar efforts to expand partici-
pation in elections may open 
the door to massive voting 
fraud. 

Numerous studies from 
across the nation document 
brazen attempts to destroy 
or misplace ballots, and al-
low ineligible individuals to 
vote, or register to vote. 

John Fund, who has ex-
tensively studied election 
fraud, documents signifi cant 
misdeeds from the 2000 pres-
idential election, in which 
over 15,000 ballots in Flor-
ida’s Palm Beach County 
were warped in an attempt to 
invalidate Bush votes. Also 
in the 2000 elections, Phila-
delphia had more registered 
voters than actual citizens. 
Similarly, in 2007, Indianapo-
lis/Marion County had more 
registered voters than adult 
citizens.    

The refusal of the Justice 
Department to prosecute a 
clear case of voter intimi-
dation in the city of Phila-
delphia by the New Black 
Panther Party in the 2008 
presidential election is a sa-
lient example of the federal 
government’s failure to ad-
dress this issue.

According to published re-
ports, an internal Wikileaks 
memo documents abuses in 
the 2008 election including 
foreign contributions from 
Russia going to the Obama 
campaign, as well as ac-
counts of ballot box stuffi ng 
in Pennsylvania and Ohio 
also on behalf of the Obama 
campaign. 

Presidential election 
fraud is not restricted to 
the general election.  Sev-
eral years ago, the chairman 
of the Indiana Democratic 
Party resigned in the wake 
of a scandal involving the 
2008 Democrat presidential 
primary, in which claims of 
unlawful practices by the 
Obama campaign continue 
to surface. 

What differentiates tradi-
tional--but still illegal--elec-
tion misdeeds from current 
concerns is both the involve-
ment of the Department of 
Justice and the impact of leg-
islation such as motor voter.   
The legislation mandated 
state motor vehicle depart-

ments as well as other state 
agencies to offer voter reg-
istration forms and register 
those who came to their of-
fi ces.  Inexplicably, it forbade 
employees of those offi ces 
from checking IDs of those 
it registered.  This not only 
made fraud possible; it essen-
tially invited it. 

Jack Kelly wrote in the 
Pittsburg Post-Gazette, that 
there have been recent in-
vestigations, indictments, 
or convictions for vote fraud 
in California, Texas, Min-
nesota, Wisconsin, Michi-
gan, Indiana, Ohio, Georgia, 
North Carolina and Mary-
land.  Hans Spakovsky, writ-
ing in the Free Speech & 
Election Law Practices publi-
cation, emphasizes the prob-
lem of noncitizens register-
ing to vote.  He reports that 
in a random sampling of 3,000 
registrations in California’s 
39th Assembly District, 10% 
contained phony addresses 
or were not U.S. citizens. 

A number of states have 
attempted to attack fraudu-
lent registrations by passing 
legislation requiring a valid 
ID to vote.  To the dismay of 
those dedicated to honest bal-
loting, The Obama Justice 
Department has responded 
with signifi cant hostility to 
this common sense measure.  
Kelly reports that even lib-
eral United States Supreme 
Court Justice John Paul Ste-
vens stated “There is no ques-
tion about the legitimacy or 
importance of  state’s inter-
est in counting only eligible 
voters’ votes.”  

In testimony before the 
U.S. Senate’s Committee on 

Rules ad Administration, 
John Samples, The Cato In-
stitute’s Director of the Cen-
ter for Representative Gov-
ernment stated that the 
Motor Voter Act “has made it 
diffi cult if not impossible to 
maintain clean registration 
rolls...the inaccuracy in the 
rolls caused by the Act has 
thrown into doubt the integ-
rity of our electoral system.” 

The Judicial Watch orga-
nization, in response to its 
August 9, 2011 Freedom of 
Information Act fi ling, has 
received records which they 
describe as detailing friendly 
communications between the 
Justice Department and a 
former ACORN attorney now 
serving as Director of Advo-
cacy for Project Vote.  The 
ACORN connection is omi-
nous. 70 ACORN staff mem-
bers throughout 12 states 
were convicted of voter reg-
istration fraud; more than 
one third of the registrations 
that group submitted were 
found to be invalid.

Project Vote is described 
by Judicial Watch as a group 
that actively threatened law-
suits under the Motor Voter 
law in an effort to force elec-
tion offi cials to increase the 
registration of individuals 
receiving public assistance. 
According to Judicial Watch, 
“Project Vote was besieged 
with charges of corruption 
and fraud.”  Despite that 
checkered reputation, Judi-
cial Watch found that Project 
Vote and the Justice Depart-
ment worked in tandem, pro-
ducing results that contained 
heavy amounts of invalid 
voter registration forms. 

Project vVte also sought 
to allow individuals without 
any state identifi cation to 
register to vote online.  The 
Judicial Watch investigation 
indicates that “it becomes 
clear that Project Vote and 
the Justice Department have 

implemented a ‘joint litiga-
tion strategy’ in the run-up to 
the 2012 elections.  J. Chris-
tian Adams is an attorney 
who served fi ve years in the 
Voting Section of the Depart-
ment of Justice. He has doc-
umented extensive accounts 
of that agency’s impropri-
eties and partisanship in 
matters relating not only to 
its refusal to prosecute ille-
gal election activities, but to 
actually encourage and abet 
such unlawful practices.

Citing little or no evi-
dence, Attorney General Eric 
H. Holder Jr. defends the De-
partment of Justice actions 
by maintaining that attempts 
to properly identify vot-
ers is somehow discrimina-
tory against minorities.  Re-
search indicates otherwise.  
Kelly cites the work of re-
searchers at the universities 
of Delaware and Nebraska, 
who found no chilling effect 
of ID requirements on mi-
norities.  In fact, in Georgia, 
following the passage of a 
photo ID requirement, Afri-
can American participation 
in elections increased from 
42.9% to 50.4%.  Similar re-
sults were noted in Indiana 
and Mississippi.

The tolerance of unlaw-
ful election practices, and 
the complicity of government 
agencies in those practices, 
is a truly existential threat 
to American freedom. Presi-
dent Obama’s statement that 
equates the prevention of 
fraud with discrimination 
against African Americans 
is an insult to the heroism of 
those who fought to end the 
terrible practice of discrimi-
nation against black voters.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at co-
mactainc.com. 

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
It’s just so strange to try 

to celebrate the Easter season 
when it’s snowing out!  But the 
Easter Bunny came and the 
kids came and a great time 
was had by all!

Our Easter Egg-strava-
ganza was a great success 
in spite of the snow and cold 
weather and it couldn’t have 
happened without the help of 
a lot of people.  Our friends 
at the First Lutheran Church 
of Throggs Neck are always 
there to support us.  Our event 
was supposed to be held in 
the church yard and when I 
called Debbi Burke in a panic 

to ask if we could hold it inside 
because of the snow, she an-
swered with a much appreci-
ated—“Sure, you can!”  They 
are always ready to partner 
with us to bring wonderful 
events to our community. So, 
a special thank you goes to 
Debbi Burke, Pastor Lunow, 
Peter Urban and Helen Urban.

Our board members also 
volunteered many hours to 
bring this Easter event to 
the children of our commu-
nity.  Our board members are 
Fannie Sclafani, Maria Scla-
fani, Michele Torrioni, An-
nie Boller, Andrew Chirico 
and Scott Bernard.  Virginia 

Strasser, Debbie Belluccio and 
Joanne Murphy also volun-
teered to help.  Joseph Torri-
oni of Colonial Home Improve-
ments donated hot chocolate 
and coffee for the workers and 
the attendees of the event.  And 
with the cold, snowy weather, 
this was a much appreciation 
addition.

It’s very hard to get grants 

these days but our council-
man, Jimmy Vacca, came 
through just in time with a 
grant that we used to bring 
our Easter Egg-stravaganza 
to the children of our commu-
nity.  Thanks, Jimmy!

One of the big hits at our 
Easter Egg-stravaganza was 
the face painting that was ex-
pertly done by Sandi Lusk 
and Woody from Westchester 
Square Zerega Improvement 
Organization.  The kids looked 
great and it was so wonderful 
to see those beautifully deco-
rated smiling faces!  You can 
reach them for their schedule 
of events at WSZIO@aol.com, 

www.wszio.org or you can 
check them out on Facebook.

Of course, we must send a 
huge thank you to the Easter 
Bunny who worked so hard to 
make the children of our com-
munity very, very hoppy!

No April Meetings

We will not have an April 
membership meeting because 
P.S. 14 is on their spring recess 
during the second week in 
April.  Our next meeting will 
be on Thursday, May 14 .  We 
are also partnering with Sen-
ator Jeff Klein to bring you a 
Bingo event in May.  So, please 
stay tuned for the details. 
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Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

TOM ALLON

Schumer’s rise to power, and why it’s important
BY TOM ALLON

A retirement announcement oc-
curred in Washington with little fan-
fare last week that should have huge 
repercussions throughout the world in 
2017.

New York’s senior senator Chuck 
Schumer, a powerful legislative force, 
will head the Senate Democratic party 
leadership in less than two years when 
his “foxhole mate” Sen. Harry Reid re-
tires. If Hillary Clinton (or whoever 
becomes the Democratic presidential 
nominee in 2016) has long coattails, 
Schumer is in a position to become the 
second most powerful person in our fed-
eral government.

This, of course, would be good for his 
home state, his home borough of Brook-
lyn, and, as my Holocaust-surviving 
parents used to say, “good for the Jews.” 
Having the top legislative leader in the 
top legislative body of the land has obvi-
ous benefi ts for the voters of New York, 
as Schumer will make sure that we get 
our fair share of the pie from the federal 
budget. 

It is America’s recently controver-
sial ally, Israel, which probably will 
benefi t the most from having Chuck in 
charge. Schumer is a staunch supporter 
of Israel, even at times supporting Is-
rael’s controversial policies in Gaza. 
Schumer is, however, a pragmatist, 
and he will probably continue to stake 
out a centrist position which will hew 

somewhere between the liberal Ameri-
can Jewish ambivalence about the Ne-
tanyahu expansionist policies and the 
right wing view that Israel should not 
be criticized by its strongest ally.

Schumer’s biography and steady 
rise to power is a fascinating success 
story and an example of the importance 
of having strong mentors. Raised in 
Brooklyn, Schumer excelled at James 
Madison High School and worked part-
time with a teacher there who was 
starting a new test prep business, Stan-
ley Kaplan. On the merits of his high-
school performance and perfect S.A.T. 
score, Schumer was admitted to Har-
vard and stayed in Cambridge for Har-
vard Law School.

Returning to New York after law 
school, Schumer became the youngest 
person since Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
to be elected to  State’s legislature and, 
after a half-decade stint in Albany, he 
ran for a vacant Brooklyn congressio-
nal seat and won. In the House, he per-
fected the art of the Sunday press con-
ference for maximum press attention. 
Former Senator Bob Dole once famously 
said of his colleague: “The most danger-
ous place in America is between Chuck 
Schumer and a television camera.”

After more than a decade in the 
House, Schumer decided to take on in-
cumbent Sen. Alfonse D’Amato in 1998. 
After a bruising primary against the 
late Geraldine Ferraro and erstwhile 

political candidate Mark Green, he de-
feated the beleaguered Republican from 
Long Island, helped by D’Amato’s im-
politic criticism of Schumer as a “putz,” 
a derogatory Yiddish phrase.

Schumer patiently waited his turn 
in New York’s large spotlight: fi rst play-
ing junior senator to the legendary 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, and then to 
former First Lady Hillary Clinton. But 
Schumer wisely played the long game, 
getting strong committee assignments 
and eventually being awarded a leader-
ship role in the Democratic Senate pe-
rennial fi ght to gain a majority in the 
legislature’s upper chamber.

Schumer also endeared himself to 
the Senate’s wily Democratic leader 
from Nevada, Harry Reid. Although 
Reid has been vulnerable for the past 
half decade, Schumer did not try to 
stage a coup or encourage those who 
wanted to fi nd new leadership as Reid’s 
star faded.

All this shrewd maneuvering and 
patience seems to have paid off because 
when Reid decided to announce his 
2017 retirement last week, he tried to 
anoint Schumer his successor. Unless 
something odd happens over the next 
21 months, the senator from Brooklyn 
should be the head of the Senate when 
the next president takes offi ce.

Schumer’s rise is good news for Con-
gress and good for America. He is the 
kind of work-across-the-aisle leader 

that we haven’t seen enough of in the 
past two decades. In fact, he reminds 
many of the late “Old Lion” of the Sen-
ate, Ted Kennedy, who forged a great bi-
partisan relationship with conservative 
Utah Sen. Orrin Hatch which helped 
fuel some of the legislative victories of 
the late 20th century.

Sen. Chuck Schumer could easily be 
caricatured for his fondness for public-
ity, but he is an old-fashioned legislator 
who doesn’t forget where he is from (ev-
ery year he visits all of New York State’s 
62 counties) while also looking at the 
broader picture to see how he can help 
craft good domestic and foreign policy.

Tom Allon, president of City & State 
NY, was a Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to the private 
sector. Reach him at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.

Whether you are looking  out your 
window at a blanket of snow or a grove 
of palm trees, March is  the month when 
spring fi nally arrives. And tradition-
ally, this is the time  when homeowners 
begin to make a list of spring cleaning 
chores to prepare  for warmer weather 
ahead. This year, the clean-up profes-
sionals with  SERVPRO® in the Bronx 
area suggest including heating, ventila-
tion, and air  conditioning (HVAC) duct 
maintenance on your to-do list. 

“At the very least, performing some 
simple maintenance on the ducts in  
your home will help your HVAC system 
work at maximum effi ciency,” said Sue  
Steen, Servpro Industries, Inc. chief ex-
ecutive offi cer. “In some cases,  it may 
highlight a problem you need to ad-
dress.” 

Steen offers the following guidelines 
based on Environmental Protection  
Agency (EPA) recommendations1 for 
routine maintenance of the HVAC sys-
tem  in your home: 

1. Maintain fi lters.  Use the highest 
effi ciency air fi lter recommended by 
the manufacturer of  your HVAC sys-
tem and change fi lters regularly. If your 
fi lters become  clogged, change them 
more frequently. Also, be sure you do 
not have any  missing fi lters and that 
air cannot bypass fi lters through gaps 
around the  fi lter holder. 

Spring cleaning and maintenance with SERVPRO
2. Minimize dust. Dust and vacuum 

your home regularly, using the high-
est effi ciency fi lter  bags your vacuum 
cleaner can take – preferably HEPA 
bags. If you undertake  dusty construc-
tion or renovation work in your home, 
seal off supply and  return registers and 
do not turn your HVAC system on until 
you have  cleaned up the dust. 

3. Clean cooling coils and drain pans. 
Cooling coils, which are designed to re-
move water from the air, can be a ma-
jor source of moisture contamination 
that can lead to mold growth in your 
HVAC system. Make sure that the drain 
pans under these coils drain properly 
and check any nearby insulation for 
wet spots. If you see substantial stand-
ing water and/or debris in these pans, 
contact a qualifi ed service professional 
immediately. If your system includes 
an in-duct humidifi er, be sure to follow 
manufacturer operating instructions. 

For some homeowners, this routine 
maintenance may uncover evidence of 
a larger problem, like mold growth, ro-
dent or insect infestation, or ducts so 
clogged with dust and debris that par-
ticles are being released into the home 
through air supply registers. Steen says 
this is the time to call in the profession-
als for an expert evaluation of the prob-
lem and, if necessary, a cleanup plan. 

“Restoration and remediation 

specialists like the technicians at 
SERVPRO can help you determine how 
serious the problem is,” says Steen. “In 
many cases, routine maintenance is all 
that is required. But if the problem 

could pose a health threat to people 
living in the house, you need to call in 
the professionals. SERVPRO techni-
cians are trained to use specialized 
cleaning and disposal techniques to 
remove any contaminants from your 
ducts safely and completely, without re-
leasing them into your home.” 

For more information on air duct 
cleaning and other related cleaning ser-
vices, visit https://www.servpro.com/
airduct-cleaning. For more informa-
tion on SERVPRO® in the Bronx area, 
contact one of the local  business own-
ers below. 

For SERVPRO® of Babylon/Deer 
Park, contact Robert Lucchesse at (631) 
661-3802 or servprobabylon@optonline.
net   For SERVPRO® of Upper East Side, 
contact Thomas Fox at (917) 924-2260  or 
offi ce@servprouppereastside.com 
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The Bronx Council on 
the Arts and the Huntington 
Free Library present a fam-
ily-friendly, hands-on “Print 
Making” craft workshop 
with Laura Alvarez on Sat-
urday, April 18, from 12:30 
to 3 p.m. at the Huntington 
Free Library (9 Westchester 
Square, next to the Apple 
Savings Bank). 

This workshop is free and 
open to the public. All are 
welcome.

Be part of Laura’s imagi-
nary world of color, fantas-
tic creatures and fun charac-
ters. 

Using watercolor, block 
print, acrylics and ink, she 
recycles anything possible 
and transforms it into art, 

BCA and Huntington Free 
Library Print Making Workshop

and she will show you how to 
do the same.

Visual artist, illustrator 
and educator Laura Alvarez 
was born in Valencia, Spain. 
She moved to the Bronx in 
2009. 

After working as a graphic 
designer she slowly moved 
into the educational aspect 
of her career, teaching with 
such organizations the New 
York Botanical Garden, the 
Bronx Council of the Arts, 
YUCA Arts and SoBRO cre-
ating and teaching art. Her 
imaginary world is fi lled 
with color, fantastic crea-
tures and fun characters. 

She uses different tech-
niques like watercolor, block-
print, acrylics or ink, recy-

cling anything possible and 
transforming it into art.

This is a fi nal workshop 
of the 2014-2015 family craft 
workshop series. 

The series will start up 
again in October.

Visit www.bronxarts.
org regularly for updates on 
other programs and activi-
ties of the Bronx Council on 
the Arts.

Admission to all work-
shops is free, but space is 
limited. 

For further information, 
call (718) 931-9500, extension 
33 or (718) 829-7770, or visit 
www.bronxarts.org. 

On the day of the work-
shop, call 917-972-2386 for in-
formation. LAURA ALVAREZ
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SAGE (Services and Advocacy for 
GLBT Elders) Center Bronx, an innovative 
senior center for LGBT elders 60 and older 
located in the Union Community Health 
Center, has introduced new classes to their 
Arts and Fitness programs offered to elders 
at no cost. The new art classes include mo-
saic art making; a collaboration with New 
York Cares where participants design and 
decorate household items and accessories 
(supplies are provided); and a six-week art 
making series with the Museum of Modern 
Art which will lead to an event at the mu-
seum.

 At SAGE Center Bronx we stress the 
importance of leading an active lifestyle 
and offer fun and engaging activities for our 
members. Our fi tness programs are run by 
health and nutrition professionals and are 
designed to reduce stress and to encour-
age a healthy lifestyle. Classes include: 
Bomba/Latin style dance, Pilates and our 
popular Walking Club where members are 
offered a pedometer and water for the walk. 
The center also serves lunch Monday-Fri-
day from 1 to 2 p.m. for a small donation of 
$2. Below are descriptions and scheduled 
times for each program.  

 Art Classes: Mosaic Art, Tuesdays, 
noon to 1 p.m.: Create beautiful recycled 
art pieces on wooden frames, jewelry 
boxes, bottles, vases, etc. through the use 
of mosaics pieces of different shapes and 
colors.

Art with New York Cares, Wednesdays, 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.: Come and enjoy a se-
ries of arts and crafts workshops in col-
laboration with New York Cares on: April 8, 
April 22, May 6, May 20, June 30, and June 
17. Art workshops will include the following: 
decorating clipboards, cellphones, wooden 
Frames and mugs (you can even bring your 
own mug). All items will be provided and 
you will be able to take these fabulous art 
pieces home or give them out as gifts.

MOMA Prime Time Arts, starting April 9 
Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.: The Museum 
of Modern Art (MOMA) will work with our 
participants in a six week art series leading 
to a culminating event at the MOMA. Reg-
istration is required. 

 Fitness Classes: Pilates, Mondays, 
noon to 1 p.m.: A strength and condition-
ing program for adults 60 and older. Partici-
pants will engage in low impact movement 
and stretching exercises. 

Walking Club, Tuesdays 1:20 tp 2:30 
p.m.: Join in for lunch at 1 p.m. and then 
let’s walk it off! This is a great opportunity 
to meet new friends. Pedometers and wa-
ter bottles will be provided.   

Bomba/Latin Dance, Fridays noon to 1 
p.m.:                                                                 

Come and reduce stress while improv-
ing strength, muscle tone and coordination 
through various Latin-based dance work-
shops.

 For more information on how to regis-
ter, contact Jose Collazo at 718-960-3354

* * *
Several distinguished authors will 

“cross borders” as part of a multimedia 
event on April 26, at 5 p.m., at Pregones 
Theatre in the South Bronx to talk about 
their contributions to the Hostos Review/ 
Revista Hostosiana) (Issue No. 11): Stirred 
Ground: Non-fi ction Writing by Contempo-
rary Latina and Latin American Women Au-
thors, edited by Hostos humanities profes-
sor, Inmaculada Lara-Bonilla.

 As well as serving as a gathering for 
several women authors of the Americas, 
this event will pay tribute to two distin-
guished writers of non-fi ction through the 
publication of previously unpublished texts: 

SAGE introduces new arts and fi tness programs
“I Also Remember,” by the Mexican narra-
tor, Margo Glantz, and “Unfi nished Notes 
on A Writing Process,” written by the late 
Chicana thinker, poet, and non-fi ction au-
thor, Gloria E. Anzaldúa, whose work was 
bestowed to the Hostos Review by the Glo-
ria E. Anzaldúa Trust.

 Other featured authors include Norma 
Elia Cantú, Rose Mary Salum, Ruth Behar, 
Aurora Levins Morales, Nancy Mercado, 
Mayra Santos-Febres, Jacqueline Herranz-
Brooks, Giovanna Rivero, Dinapiera Di Do-
nato, and Gisela Heffes. Guest-editor and 
author, Inmaculada Lara-Bonilla, will lead 
the dialogue. 

Published by the Institute of Latin Amer-
ican Writers of Eugenio María de Hostos 
Community College (CUNY), the authors 
who contributed texts to Hostos Review/
Revista Hostosiana No. 11 will read and 
discuss their work both in person and via 
teleconference on the Pregones Theatre 
stage, connecting from Puerto Rico, Lon-
don, California, Michigan, and Florida. 
Three of the New York City-based authors 
will participate in the celebration in person. 
This free event will also include a Q&A and 
a book signing.

 Sponsored by the Offi ce of Academic 
Affairs of Hostos Community College 
and directed by the Peruvian writer Isaac 
Goldemberg , The Hostos Review/Revista 
Hostosiana aims to build bridges between 
intellectuals and Latin American artists re-
siding in the United States and those living 
in Latin America, Spain and elsewhere.

 For more information, or to RSVP, con-
tact Hostos Professor Isaac Goldemberg at 
igoldemberg@hostos.cuny.edu.

 Pregones Theater is located at 571-575 
Walton Avenue, 718-585-1202.

* * *
Extend your Arbor Day celebration with 

a full weekend of tree-themed activities at 
Wave Hill! Enjoy a variety of tree walks and 
talks, craft and cooking demonstrations, 
and a forest-focused Family Art Project. 
Arbor Weekend also marks the opening 
of Night Lights at Wave Hill—on Friday or 
Sunday evening, explore the grounds after 
dark, and take in an animated light installa-
tion by award-winning artist Chris Doyle.

Arbor Weekend programs are gener-
ously sponsored by Almstead Tree, Shrub 
& Lawn Care. With the exception of

Night Lights at Wave Hill, all Arbor 
Weekend events are free with admission 
to the grounds and do not require registra-
tion.

Schedule: Tree TLC with Wayne: An Ar-
bor Day Walk and Demonstration, Friday, 
April 24, 1 p.m.: Both young and old trees 
need care to thrive. Wander among cen-
turies-old trees and newly planted speci-
mens with Assistant Director of Horticulture 
Wayne Morris as he discusses and demon-
strates practical tree care, including basic 
pruning techniques. For homeowners and 
tree-lovers alike!

Family Art Project: Buds, Buds, Buds, 
Saturday & Sunday, April 25 and 26, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.: Explore the myriad shapes 
and sizes of some of Wave Hill’s many 
budding trees. Sketch the nearby magno-
lia tree. Then, using paper, a wooden base 
and a variety of natural materials, make 
your own sculptural tree.

Junior Arborist Station, Saturday, April 
25,11 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Kids ages 7 and up are 
invited to drop by to don tree-climbing har-
nesses and hardhats and ascend into the 
canopy of our old sugar maple tree to get a 
birds-eye view of Wave Hill. On hand to as-
sist, as well as answer questions about the 
trees at Wave Hill, are arborists from Alm-

stead Tree, Shrub & Lawn Care.
In the Shop: Woodturner Chris Busak, 

Saturday & Sunday, April 25 and 26, 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.: In celebration of Arbor Weekend, 
woodturning artist Chris Busak presents a 
demonstration in The Shop, with a limited 
collection of bowls turned from the wood of 
the much-loved copper beech tree that had 
to come down in 2014. On Sunday, enjoy 
a maple syrup tasting alongside the dem-
onstration.

Fifty Years of Trees Walk, Saturday, 
April 25, 1 p.m. and Sunday, April 26, 11 
a.m.: To celebrate Wave Hill’s 50th anniver-
sary, stroll through the gardens with staff 
horticultural interpreters to see extraordi-
nary trees planted in the last fi ve decades. 
Compare them with historical images to 
see how these treasures have become de-
fi ning elements in the landscape. Wave Hill 
at 50 Event.

Maple Madness: Cooking with Maple 
Syrup, Sunday, April 26, 1 p.m.: Think ma-
ple syrup is only for pancakes? Discover 
delicious and creative ways to cook with 
maple syrup with a chef from Great Per-
formances, Wave Hill’s exclusive caterer. 
Enjoy maple-fl avored dishes, then drop by 
the Shop at Wave Hill to sample different 
grades of syrup and other maple products. 
Purchase your favorites to take home.

Night Lights at Wave Hill, Thursdays, 
Fridays and Sundays, April 24–May 24, 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m.: Ticket purchase re-
quired. Same-Day Tickets: $25/$20 Wave 
Hill Member/$12 children. Purchase in 
advance and save $2. No refunds or ex-
changes. All sales fi nal. Tickets available 
online and onsite.

* * *

Back by popular demand, indie-folk 
band Hawthorne, featuring the talented Nat 
Osborn, Aimee Bayles, Karna Ray, and Stu 
Mahan, will kick-off the 2015 First Friday! 
Music & Trolley evenings at Bartow-Pell 
Mansion Museum on Friday, April 3 from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

  Hawthorne, based in New York City, 
is led by Pelham-native Nat Osborn. The 
band plays a mix of original and classic 
tunes, spanning various acoustic styles 
and genres, including indie-folk and Ameri-
cana, with a touch of country, Irish folk, and 
even gypsy jazz. Hawthorne frequently 
plays at Rockwood Music Hall in Manhat-
tan as well as other venues around New 
York City. Lead singer Osborn also leads 
the genre-defying Nat Osborn Band which 
just won the fi rst round of the Battle of the 
Boroughs for Brooklyn and whose debut al-
bum The King and the Clown was released 
to rave reviews in 2013. The Nat Osborn 
Band also opened for the Dave Matthews 
Band in 2014 and has a new EP due out on 
Ropeadope Records on April 7th.

 Bartow-Pell’s First Friday! Music and 
Trolley program takes place at the mu-
seum the fi rst Friday of every month, April 
through December. Visitors can enjoy the 
music, explore the museum, stroll the gar-
den, and savor light refreshments. The trol-
ley makes a continuous loop from the #6 
Pelham Bay Park subway station to BPMM 
to City Island starting at 5:25 p.m. Registra-
tion requested at 718-885-1461 or via email 
at info@bpmm.org. Cost $10 adults, $8 se-
niors and students; members free.

Visit www.bpmm.org, call 718-885-
1461, or email at info@bpmm.org.
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Construction of the Grand Concourse started in 1902

This photo of the Fish Building on the Grand Concourse from Forgotten 
New York shows the detailed mosaic that draws in tourists and Art Deco 
lovers from around the world.  It is located at 1150 Grand Concourse at 
McClellan Street.

The Grand Concourse was 
designed by Louis Aloys Risse 
who studied drawing and art 
in Paris as a teenager. It should 
come as no surprise, there-
fore, that when designing the 
Grand Concourse, he chose to 
pattern it after the Champs El-
ysses in Paris. He was the chief 
engineer for the 23rd and 24th 
wards when he conceived the 
idea for the Grand Boulevard 
and Concourse circa 1890 but 
it would be another fi ve years 
before the needed properties 
could be acquired. Construc-
tion began in 1902 and it was 
its huge width of 182 feet that 
made it a grand route for pa-
rades and an attractive option 
for architects. 

Real development, how-
ever, would have to wait for the 
arrival of rapid transit. The 
nearby Jerome Avenue over-
head IRT line was introduced 
in 1917 opening up that sec-
tion of our borough to develop-
ment. The opening of Yankee 
Stadium and the Concourse 
Plaza Hotel in 1923 drew the 
attention of some families who 
looked at the area and saw an 
alternative to the congestion 
of Manhattan. The real boon 
to the Concourse, however, 

would have to await the ar-
rival of the IND line in 1933.

The Grand Concourse was 
ideally suited to development 
since no demolition was re-
quired. Builders could save 
money when working with va-
cant land and no time was lost 
when it came to developing 
the Grand Concourse. Archi-
tects and builders soon began 
fi lling the vacant land with 
fi ve and six story apartment 
houses, many in the Art Deco 
style. They built about three 
hundred by the mid-1930’s and 
they were rented almost as 
fast as they were constructed. 
The masses from Manhattan 
saw an opportunity to move 
into a bright airy apartment 
with elevators and doormen 
on the spacious boulevard 
close to public transportation 
and parks. It was like a dream 
come true for many.

Today the Art Deco designs 
attract quite a bit of attention 
and some buildings are iden-

tifi ed by their design. The six-
story Fish Building at 1150 
Grand Concourse off McClel-
lan Street, designed by Jacob 
Felson, is so called from the 
fancy mosaics of fi sh and ma-
rine life adorning its facade. 
The lobby contains murals of 
dreamy sea maidens, frogs and 
swans and the fl oor is orna-
mented terrazzo. It’s the wrap-
around windows and tawny 
brickwork with brown band-
ing, however, that really de-
fi ne the building as Art Deco. 
It has 117 apartments and can 
be found on the east side of the 
concourse

Another noted Art Deco 
building by Felson is nearby 
at 1188 Grand Concourse. This 
six-story buff brick building 
has 101 apartments and was 
built between 1936 and 1938. 
The dark orange brick orna-
mentation and saw tooth pat-
tern arrest your attention. 
The entrance has pink marble 
framework and the lobby fea-

tures four nature scene mu-
rals and a terrazzo fl oor of var-
ied colored concentric circles. 
It’s well worth a visit when 
checking out the Art Deco glo-
ries of the Grand Concourse. 

The National Register of 
Historic Places created the 

Grand Concourse Historic 
District in 1987. It stretches 
from 153rd Street to 167th 
Street and includes 78 build-
ings most of which are on the 
famed boulevard. Should you 
visit this historic site, bring 
along a camera. 

REPRINTED FROM 4/5/2012
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East Bronx History 
Forum news

(Right) Bronx Faces & Voices: Six-
teen Stories of Courage and Com-
munity.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Keep this date open. On 

Saturday, August 15, the Sam 
Young Sons of the American 
Legion  is hosting a Comedy 
Night beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Five comics will be enter-
taining you. The minimal cost 
is $40 per person which in-
cludes the comics, buffet din-
ner, coffee and dessert. There 

will be a cash bar as well as 
raffl es and a giant 50/50. Tick-
ets are available by calling the 
post at (718) 822-8873 ask for 
Victor. No tickets will be sold 
at the door. Techies can log on 
to samyoungpost620@gmail.
com    

Remember in last week’s 
column, I spoke of the fi rst 
woman to be seated in the 
electric chair, well thanks 

to my Triviologist, Joe Cusi-
mano, her name was Martha 
Place and she was convicted 
of smothering her 17-year old 

step daughter, Ida. Thanks 
again, Joe!

The next Sam Young mem-
bership meeting will be held 
on Saturday, April 4. Show up 
as a slate of offi cers must be 
proposed. Meeting starts at 1 
p.m..

Short column this week.
Trivia Time
On March 26, 1999, Dr Kev-

orkian was convicted of 2nd 

degree murder.
Constantinople became Is-

tanbul on March 28,1930.
The Three Mile Island 

Blast happened on March 28, 
1979.

Alaska was bought for 7.2 
million dollars on March 30, 
1867.

Keep there troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless. 

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Long meeting, lots of ideas 

and activities. If you don’t 
think you’ll get this in time, 
please make our meeting and 
look into our Yahoo group. 
From the commander: we 
will be submitting our post 
reports to chronicle all we do 
offi cially on paper.  We wel-
comed a special neighbor-
hood guest, our neighbor Cu-
ban Al’s daughter, who will 
be sponsoring a Cancer Walk 
at Msgr. Scanlan High School 
ballfi eld, Saturday, May 30 
starting at 4 p.m., please think 
about stopping by and doing a 
lap around the ballfi eld for a 
good cause. 

Speaking of health, Com-
munity Board 10 will be spon-
soring a Healthy Challenge 
again this spring.  Connect 
with them on facebook and 

see if you or any group - espe-
cially youth and kids groups, 
would like to join in!

Events:  On Saturday, 
March 28, the 50th Anniver-
sary of the end of the Vietnam 
War will be remembered at 
TN Post 1456 from 3 to 6 p.m.; 
don’t forget the ceremony at 
Water St, NYC; this Thurs-
day at 6 p.m., there will be a 
1st District Legion meeting at 
TN Memorial Post 1456, cost 
for dinner is $30; on Tuesday, 
April 7 we have the Bronx 
County Legion Meeting at 
Morris Park Civic / Post 19 
starting at 7pm; the 17th of 
April we have the national 
commander’s visit at Antun’s 
in Queens; the Saturday, 
April 18 section of the WTC 
presentation ceremony at Sil-
ver Beach is cancelled, more 
info on that soon; on Thurs-

day, April 16 at the Bronx VA, 
we will host Ft. Hamilton and 
Department of Defense offi -
cials to discuss opening the 
facilities at the historic site 
for use by authorized veter-
ans; on Monday, May 11 at 9 
a.m., we will have the bor-
ough president’s Veterans 
Breakfast at Maestro’s on 
Bronxdale, kicking off Bronx 
Week which ends with their 
traditional parade, vicinity of 
Mosholu Parkway.  Whew!!

On sick call we have Je-
rome Decanio, Sr. and Joe Ga-
rofolo and we report our long-

time county secretary, Joan 
Wadman is doing OK. They 
may not look it, but Ed McGee 
and JP are doing much better.

PC Joe Mondello reports 
that the Post 253 Legion Rid-
ers are alive and well and 
would like to expand memb-     
ership and brotherhood to all 
in the Bronx County Ameri-

can Legion. Those veterans 
who love to ride for a good 
cause, please contact us. 

Next meeting is the third 
Sunday in April at the Turner 
Club, starting 11a.m. sharp. 

Until Next Time:  22 young 
veterans a day... have you 
heard?  Do you know?  What 
can we do about it?

Van
Nest

Neighborhood
Alliance

BY BERNADETTE FERRARA
The Van Nest Neigh-

borhood Alliance Monthly 
Meeting will be held on the 
second Wednesday of April 
instead of the fi rst Wednes-
day.

The meeting will be held 
at the Monsignior Fioren-
tino Apartments, Commu-
nity Room, 1830 Amethyst 

Street at 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, April 8.

BY THOMAS X. CASEY
The Huntington Free Li-

brary and The East Bronx 
History Forum announce 
there will be a special free 
Saturday presentation of 
‘Bronx Faces and Voices’ on 
Saturday, April 11 at 1 p.m. 

Emita Brady Hill and Ja-
net Butler Munch are the 
editors of  Bronx Faces and 
Voices: Sixteen Stories of 
Courage and Community 
and will lead and discuss the 
project history and events 
that resulted in this publi-
cation.   The Bronx Regional 
History Project was directed 
by Hill in early 1980 at Leh-
man College, where she was 
a professor for over 20 years.   
During the history project, 
over 400 Bronx residents and 
leaders were interviewed 
about their experiences in 
the Bronx, many directly by 
Professor Hill.  The Bronx 
Faces in the book are by 

noted photographers Geor-
geen Comerford and Walter 
Rosenblum. They document 
in their images the beauty 
and diversity of young and 
old witnesses to the history 
they lived and created.

In Bronx Faces and 
Voices, 16 men and women 
were selected to tell their 
personal, uncensored stories 
of the Bronx, before, during, 
and after the troubled years 
of arson, crime, abandon-
ment, and flight in the 1970s 
and 1980s. 

The voices are from 
elected officials, religious 
leaders, and activists who 
were determined to preserve 
the beauty of their parks and 
stability of their commu-
nity. They include a forward 
by Bronx born and Borough 
President Fernando Ferrer 
and a 15-page interview with 
97 -ear old former Congress-
man Mario Biaggi when he 

was 66 years young.  
Many look back about 

their childhood and their 
hopes for the future, while 
at the same time, discussing 
their fight against drug deal-
ers, landlords, banks and the 
media that focused only on 
the negative, which made the 
Bronx an international sym-
bol of urban disaster.  Bronx 
Faces and Voices gives each 
of those that played a posi-
tive role in a pivotal time, an 
opportunity to be heard and 
to be remembered. 

Please view the East 
Bronx History Forum web 
page at BronxNYC.com for 
details and follow us on Fa-
cebook.
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Thanks to the ongoing generous sup-
port of its alumni, Archbishop Stepinac 
High School in White Plains has com-
pleted another round of campus-wide 
improvements to help reinforce its posi-
tion as one of the country’s 50 Top Cath-
olic high schools and as a pioneer in in-
tegrating technology into the classroom 
to create a personalized blended learn-
ing environment.

Highlights of recent enhancements 
include:

• A state-of-the-art seminar room 
with video conferencing capabilities, 
the space for which was carved out of 
the original Library. The new room is 
the result of Stepinac implementing the 
fi rst-of-its-kind digital textbook library 
in 2013. “As we no longer needed as large 
a library as we formerly did, we decided 
to create yet another optimal learn-
ing space, complementary with the li-
brary, where students and instructors 
can gather in small groups for focused 
topic discussions using the latest tech-
nology,” explained Rev. Thomas Collins 
(Class of ’79), Stepinac’s President.

One of the uses of the video confer-
encing capability will be for Stepinac 
students to interface in real time with 
their counterparts in foreign countries 
as part of the school’s international 
outreach. Last year, Stepinac hosted a 
group of high school students from Asia 
to study and interact with their Ameri-
can counterparts.

Video conferencing will also en-
hance Stepinac’s communications with 
its core constituents. 

• Two new classrooms were con-
structed in the building’s lower level 
to help meet the needs of increased stu-
dent enrollment which has spiked 53% 
over the past fi ve years. Equipped with 
new lighting, fl ooring, furniture and 
technology, both were the result of con-
verting existing spaces as follows: Two 
adjacent small classrooms were trans-
formed into a larger classroom by re-
moving the wall between them and 
re-confi guring the classroom space. 
A similar construction approach was 
used to transform two adjacent storage 
rooms into a new learning space. One of 
the former storage rooms had been used 
to warehouse textbooks, a capability no 
longer needed as a result of the school 
going all digital.

• A number of exterior improve-
ments were undertaken including the 
creation of new student seating areas 
located at the rear of the school; instal-
lation of new sod, plantings and an un-
derground sprinkler system; replace-
ment and installation of new sidewalks 
and an upgrade of the exterior lighting. 
In addition, a new walkway, plantings 
and lighting were installed around the 
Our Lady statue.

Father Collins said that the latest im-

Stepinac campus 
improvements

provements follow on the heels of major 
investments that the school has made 
over the past fi ve years in its infrastruc-
ture to “help assure that we continue 
our 67-year year tradition of preparing 
young men for success at college and 
leadership roles.” 

In addition to the all digital textbook 
library which became a model for the 
nation and around the world, Stepinac 
created a state-of-the-art computer lab 
and physics lab; a synthetic turf athletic 
complex as well as made signifi cant en-
hancements to the school’s Major Bowes 
Theater and improvements of the build-
ing’s façade, parking lot and grounds.

Father Collins also noted that the 
school’s foresight in creating an ad-
vanced technological platform enabled 
Stepinac to provide students with a per-
sonalized blended learning environ-
ment that goes beyond using tablets 
and smart boards in the classroom. “It 
is the latest chapter in Stepinac’s proud 
tradition of providing young men with 
a second-to-none highly competitive ac-
ademic and extracurricular program 
that prepares them for future success.” 

He continued: “The bottom line is 
that these efforts have had a signifi cant 
impact in strengthening the all boys’ 
school as a preeminent leader in sec-
ondary education.” He explained that 
in addition to the sharp increase in stu-
dent enrollment since the  2009- 2009 
school year, the percentage of prospec-
tive students indicating Stepinac was 
their fi rst choice soared 74% over the 
same period.

“With a 100% college acceptance 
rate and many of our students being ac-
cepted by some of the country’s most 
prestigious colleges and universities, it 
is not surprising why Stepinac has be-
come the preferred choice for parents 
and their children,” Father Colllins 
stated.

The catalyst that sparked the prog-
ress was the decision that the Archdio-
cese of New York made fi ve years ago for 
10 of its high schools including Stepinac 
to become independently chartered. In 
so doing, Stepinac became responsible 
for budgeting, fund raising, marketing 
and other governance functions associ-
ated with running a successful educa-
tional institution. 

As part of its new independent sta-
tus, Stepinac created a Board of Trust-
ees comprising prominent alumni in-
cluding and other leaders who have 
been committed to chart the school’s 
new future. In 2011, the Board appointed 
Father Collins as its ninth leader. Previ-
ously, he served as Stepinac’s Associate 
Dean of Students.

“The fi erce loyalty and generous sup-
port of the school’s alumni have been 
the bedrock for Stepinac’s proud past 
and its bright future.”

While many schools are doing away with handwriting evaluations, Mount Saint Mi-
chael Academy’s Middle School penmanship contest is keeping cursive alive in the 
digital era. The contest for students in grades 6, 7 and 8, celebrated Black History 
Month by calling for students to use their best handwriting to inscribe the poem, 
Dreams by Langston Hughes. A special team of master teachers judged the sub-
missions and presented awards to the student with the best cursive handwriting 
in each grade. Principal, Bro. Steve Schlitte, FMS introduced the contest this year 
as a way to promote a new and different form of healthy competition among the 
young men. He said, “Our students rose to the challenge and took great pride in the 
assignment.” While the State has adopted the new Common Core State Standards 
for English which does not require cursive writing, Bro. Steve believes that teaching 
good handwriting is still a very important and valuable life skill. At The Mount, stu-
dents are encouraged to use cursive handwriting in and out of the classroom even 
though it is being phased out in many other schools across the nation.

MT. ST. MICHAEL PENMANSHIP CONTEST

Assemblyman Michael R. Bene-
detto announced that the New York 
Conference of Italian-American State 
Legislators is now accepting applica-
tions for four $2,500 scholarships to be 
awarded in June at their Annual Con-
ference Weekend.  Scholarship win-
ners must be present to receive their 
awards.

“Given the high costs of college, ev-
ery opportunity must be made by local 
students and their working families 
to meet their required expenses with 
scholarships as well as with student 
loans, available fi nancial aid, and per-
sonal contributions,” said Benedetto.  “I 
highly recommend that our area’s stu-
dents apply to the Conference for these 
prestigious scholarships so that they 
may hopefully secure as much extra 
help with their expenses as possible.”

This year the Italian-American 
State Legislators Conference will be 

awarding four $2,500 scholarships 
to four current or future college stu-
dents from New York State.  Eligibility 
will be based upon the student’s grade 
point average, interest in pursuing a 
higher education, involvement in the 
local community as well as individual 
fi nancial need.

“Our conference is very proud of 
our role in promoting higher educa-
tion and assisting students in reaching 
their academic goals and full potential 
for future success in the global mar-
ketplace,” Assemblyman Benedetto 
continued.  “This year’s recipients will 
be invited to Albany to receive their 
scholarship awards in June.”

Area students may request an ap-
plication by contacting Assemblyman 
Benedetto’s  offi ce at (718) 892-2235.

All applications must be returned 
to the Assemblyman’s offi ce by Friday, 
April 24.

Benedetto announces
collegiate scholarships
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2015

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on May 29, 2015.

Dr. Anita Vazquez Batisti
Fordham University’s Graduate

School of Education

Denise Pagan
Alianza Puertorriquena

Debra Ann Jaffee
St. Clare’s Senior Center

Rev. Carmen Hernandez
Stratford Community Services, Inc.
NYC LGBTQS Chamber of Commerce

Michelle Centeno
National Conference of Puerto Rican Women NY Chapter

Loretta Zaino
Primavera Program

Rev. Que English
Bronx Christian FellowshipNYC Clergy Roundtable

Maribel Gonzalez
South of France Restaurant Owner

Nilka Martell
G.I.V.E./Friends of Starlight Park

Barbara Robles-Gonzalez
Offi ce of Bronx District Attorney

Nancy Biberman
WHEDco

Elizabeth Gill
47th Precinct Community Coucil

Dr. Lisa Anne Rizopoulos
Manhattan College

Cynthia Jones
Hostos Community College

Naomi Pouchie
Author

Dr. Deborah Dolan Hunt
College of New Rochelle

Wilma Tamayo
Fordham Law School

Hon. Llinet Rosado
Bronx Family Court

Rhina Valentin
BronxNet

Judy Hutson
222nd Street Block Association

Fiordaliza Rodriguez, Esq.
Bronx Family Court

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni
Fancy Feet Dance Studios

Dr. Yvette Calderon
North Central Bronx Hospital

Bharti Kemraj
Offi ce of Bronx Borough President

Eva Yan
Metro Optics

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2015!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593 for Rates
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RE-SCHEDULED ANNIVERSARY EVENT

April 16, 2015

35th

Every business who advertised in the 35th Anniversary Supplement is
invited to share in the celebration on Thursday, April 16th, at the Alley Cat Cafe,

3602 East Tremont Avenue, starting at 6 p.m.

Come and meet the new owners of the Bronx Times Reporter,
Jennifer and Les Goodstein, and other prominent Bronxites.

Join the Celebration
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101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

6th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 - 6pm to 10pm

Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 12, 2015
(718) 260-4595

              Of This Year’s Honorees

Loretta Zaino

Rev. Que English

Nilka Martell

Nancy Biberman

Naomi Pouchie

Wilma Tamayo

Hon. Llinet Rosado

Rhina Valentin

Judy Hutson

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni

Bharti Kemraj

Eva Yan

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX
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ing “We would love to have the jobs 
and economic development in the 
community…but the good news side 
is that we are not going to have to 
have the kind of traffi c we were con-
cerned about and small businesses in 
the area will not have increased com-
petition.” 

Bieder said that he thought that 
city marshals would continue to use 
the site as a towing pound, and that 
it was possible that school bus com-
panies could lease the site, with its 
massive parking lot, until it is devel-
oped. 

Local community activist Frank 
Vernuccio envisions shopping of 
some kind coming to the site, which 
is  approximately 13 acres.

He said that compared to Wood-
bury Commons Outlet Mall in Or-
ange County, the site, while large for 
the borough, is much smaller. 

Vernuccio, a conservative radio 
host, had one particular retailer in 
mind for the location. 

“I think all residents want to see 
that space fi lled,” he said, adding “I 
know everyone is going to hate me 
for saying this, but I think a Wal-
Mart would be a fantastic use for that 
site.” 

Whitestone Theater site may be up for sale again
From page 1

CEC 11 appeals M.S. 144 charter school 
From page 1

not have the opportunity to protest the 
plan at the fi nal joint public hearing 
on February 9, said Johnson, which 
she said the DOE scheduled without 
accommodating the CEC members’ re-
quests. That meeting was also held de-
spite the SUNY Charter School Insti-
tute’s decision to postpone for weather, 
said Johnson.

Community Board 11 has decided 
to join CEC 11 in its opposition of the 
charter, and recently voted to send a 
letter to the DOE expressing its disap-
proval. 

The board’s Education Committee 
had previously decided to support the 
charter after a presentation from the 
school, when they were told there was 
no opposition to the plan, said board 
member Al D’Angelo, but when they 
learned of the CEC’s objections and 
the reasoning, they reversed their po-
sition.

“Children in trailers should be the 
priority,” said D’Angelo, although he 
noted that transporting children from 
other neighborhood schools to M.S. 144 
might not be feasible.  

And while the Education Commit-
tee opposed the BBLII co-location, they 
recognize the success of the fi rst BBL 
location on Baychester Avenue.

“It’s a good charter school,” said 
D’Angelo.

According to the DOE, BBL per-
forms well in comparison to schools 
within the district and across New 
York City.

In the previous school year, BBL 
ranked in the 81st percentile for city-
wide and 96th percentile for district-
wide English Language Arts profi -
ciency scores, and ranked in the 87th 
percentile for citywide and 91st per-
centile for district-wide math profi -

ciency scores.
The school was founded 11 years 

ago to serve students from the north-
east Bronx, director Kevin Brennan 
told the Bronx Times in January. The 
elementary school has a signifi cantly 
large waiting list each year, which was 
why the board decided to open a sec-
ond location nearby.

Those school’s seats are fi lled al-
most exclusively from District 11 be-

cause of the priority for local students 
in the admissions lottery, said Bren-
nan, which will be the case at BBL II 
as well.

“This is about creating more seats 
for students,” he said.

Brennan did not respond to re-
quests to comment on the appeal be-
fore press time.

The M.S. 144 building, where the Bronx Charter School for Better Learning plans to open a second K-5 school co-located with the Michael-
angelo Middle School and Pelham Gardens Middle School. File Photo

There may be other development options for the property that was once the Whitestone Cinema. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Randy Corporan had seen 

enough and let his teammates 
know about it by screaming at 
the top of is lungs.

The senior guard watched 

his Wings team let two–time de-
fending state champion Christ 
the King dictate the game for 
nearly three and a half quar-
ters. It was time to change that 
in Corporan’s mind with Wings 

down 11 and 5:28 to play in the 
contest. 

“I told them, ‘We are giving 
them the game. They are not 
better than us. We are just giv-
ing them the game and they are 

playing harder than us, ’” Cor-
poran said. “It stuck with my 
teammates. It hit them in a spot 
where they felt disrespected.”

The impassioned speech 

“There is no question that the future of 
Fordham basketball is going to begin with the 
guys in this room.”
JEFF NEUBAUER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

Andrew Marchand (ESP-
NNY.com) wrote, “Yankees hit-
ting-coach Jeff Pentland added, 
“He (Bird) has easy power. He 
doesn’t have to swing hard to hit 
it hard. That’s a good thing.”

In 2014 in Single-A and Dou-
ble-A, Bird hit .271 with 14 hom-
ers and 41 RBIs in 102 games. His 
OPS was .848.

Cashman said Bird will start 
2015 at Double-A Trenton. Cash-
man also said Bird will dictate 
when he is promoted by how he 
plays.

Bad News For NFL

The Sports Curmudgeon 
wrote about Chris Borland’s re-
tirement and the news gives an-
other boost to rugby and the pos-
sibility of a pro-league. “Does 
the early retirement of Chris 
Borland portend the downfall of 
the NFL as we know it?  Not in 
my lifetime…  Take a look at the 
last year or so in the NFL and try 
to imagine what else could have 
happened to the league to make 
it less popular or less attractive.  
Yes, I guess there could have 
been a player who took a hit and 
died on the fi eld with the cam-
eras focused on him, but other 
than that…  Then take a look at 
the TV ratings especially for the 
playoffs.  The NFL in the short 
term is virtually immune to 
bad news or bad publicity or just 
about anything bad.  Neverthe-
less, the really long term future 
for NFL football as we see it to-
day is not a good one.”

Quick Bat

Bird 
Watching

Continued on Page 79

Wings rally past Royals 
for fi rst Federation title  

Wings Academy celebrates its fi rst state Federation Class AA title. Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 78
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Wings rally for fi rst Federation title  

Wings thanks its fans after winning the state Federation crown. Photo by Ken Maldonado

from Page 77

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Jeff Neubauer says he likes a chal-

lenge as he takes on one no coach has 
been able to conquer for nearly a de-
cade.

Neubauer, who spent 10 successful 
years at Eastern Kentucky, was intro-
duced as Fordham University’s new 
men’s basketball coach at an on cam-
pus press conference on March 31. 

“This is certainly a challenge,” 
he said. “I’m taking over a program 
the has really struggled and it needs 
a new vibrancy. It needs new life. So 
that is what I am doing here.”  

The 44-year old Neubauer loved 
the chance to coach and live in New 
York City. He adamantly stressed that 
changing the culture of the program 
doesn’t start with a fi ve-year plan and 
future recruits, but next season with 
the current Rams roster. He held a 
workout with the team the day before 
being introduced. He was impressed 
with their character and abilities. 

“There is no question that the fu-
ture of Fordham basketball is going 
to begin with these guy in this room,” 
Neubauer said. 

One player who wasn’t at the press 
conference was star freshman Eric 
Paschall.  The reigning Atlantic-10 
Rookie of the Year was granted a par-
tial release from the school after for-

mer coach Tom Pecora was fi red on 
March 18. He was on a scheduled visit 
to Villanova, but Neubauer met with 
him on Monday and had a long and 
productive talk.   

“Eric was really refreshing,” 
Neubauer said. “He was great.”

Neubauer, who grew up in Loui-
siana, brings an impressive resume 
with him to Rose Hill. He recorded 
five 20-win seasons, including the 
last three, at Eastern Kentucky. The 
Colonials went 22-12 last year. Neu-
bauer also led Eastern Kentucky 
to two NCAA tournament appear-
ances. In 2014, the Colonials nearly 
upset second-seeded Kansas in the 
first round. 

“We got in the gym and we all got 
confortable with each other,” soph-
omore guard Jon Severe said. “I 
liked what he was doing.”  

Neubauer’s style centers on 
shooting the three well on offense 
and suffocating man-to-man de-
fense in the half court.  He hopes 
to navigate the New York City re-
cruiting with the right staff, by be-
ing himself and being accessible to 
coaches.  

Fordham Athletic Director Dave 
Roach said he wanted find Pecora’s 
replacement as quickly as possible 
to not miss out on their target and 

to not leave the players waiting for 
its new leader. 

He said he was looking for some-
one with the X-factor and was im-
pressed with the coaches Neubauer 
worked with during his career. He 
played for Speedy Morris at LaSalle 
and has an assistant under current 
Michigan coach John Beilein for 
five years at West Virginia. 

“As soon as I met Jeff I knew was 
had the ideal person for Fordham,” 
Roache said. 

Neubauer takes over a program 
that went 44-106 in five year under 
Pecora, who was The Rams went 
10-21 in his final season and never 
won more than 10 games and four in 
the Atlantic 10 during his five-year 
tenure. That just wasn’t enough for 
Roach, despite a strong finish to 
this year.

“It was a lack of success,” he said. 
“I believe that we can have success. 
We should be successful and that ‘s 
what we want to do.”  

Roach like Neubaur believes 
Rams fans shouldn’t have to wait 
for a winning team with the players 
they have in place. 

“He said it too. The talent is here. 
We want to be good right away,” 
Roach said. “I think given who is 
here that’s doable.” 

Neubauer to revive Fordham men’s basketball program 

Fordham Athletic Director Dave Roach (l.) 
welcomes new men’s basketball coach Jeff 
Neubauer (c.) along with school president 
Joseph M. McShane, SJ. 
 Photo by Joseph Staszewski

sparked a wild fourth-quarter fi nish that 
made history and denied it at the same 
time. Wings rallied to beat the Royal 
79-73 in the New York State Federation 
Class AA boys’ basketball fi nal at UAlba-
ny’s SEFCU Arena on March 28. Wings 
outscored CK 28-11 to close the game to 
win its fi rst ever state crown and dent 
their opponent a historic three-peat.

“This is a great feeling,” said Hofstra-
bound point guard Desure Buie. “I have 
no feeling inside of me right now. It’s like 
I am numb.”

He and his team were feeling it in the 
game’s closing minutes. Kevin Saylor hit 
the fi rst of three Wings’ three-pointers 
during an 11-2 spurt over 1:50 of game ac-
tion. Efrain DeJesus and Buie also hit 
treys. A Saylor layup tied the score and 
a Buie triple from the right corner put 
Wings up for good at 67-64 with 2:32 to 
play in the contest.

“I didn’t even see the run coming,” 
Corporan said. 

The Royals (25-5) pulled as close as 
72-69 after two Alkins’ free throws at the 
1:01 mark. Wings answered with Buie 
fi nding center Jessie Govan for a two-
handed slam with 34 seconds remaining 
in the contest. 

“We didn’t want to go home as the 
last loser,” said the Georgetown-bound 
Govan.

He led Wings with 24 points. Buie and 
DeJesus had 16 each and Saylor added 
11. Alkins paced four Royals in double 
fi gured with 24 points. Jose Alvarado 
chipped in 16. 

Wings (28-2) was in position to steal 
the game late thanks to the efforts of 
role players like Saylor, DeJesus, Jamar 
Brown and Boubacar Kamissoko. Christ 
the King shot 50 percent from the three-
point line, but Wings trailed just 44-34 at 
the break thanks to the supporting cast 
playing some of its best games of the sea-
son.

Beating Christ the King made win-
ning even more meaningful for the 
Wings players. The Royals have been the 
premier program in New York City that 
other squads hadn’t fi gured out how to 
knock off. The Wings did in their fi rst 
crack. 

The season doesn’t end here for the 
Bronx school. It is scheduled to play 
Oak Hill (Va.) in the quarterfi nals of 
the Dick’s National tournament on 
April 2. Wings came into the season 
just hoping to win a city title. The state 
wasn’t something they never thought 
about until the opportunity presented 
itself. 

“You got to get the city before you 
can get up here,” Turnage said. “Once 
we got up here, its two games left. Let’s 
go out and get it.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Jane Morris would prefer heading 

upstate to coach her Cardinal Spell-
man girls’ basketball team, but she 
earned a trip there for the next best 
thing.

Morris was inducted in the New 
York State Basketball Hall of Fame 
during a ceremony at the Glens Falls 
Civic Center on March 21. She had 
not thought about the honor much un-
til her Pilots team fell to Nazareth in 
the CHSAA Class A semifi nals a week 
earlier. The outpouring of apprecia-
tion when she arrived in Glens Falls 
quickly washed away the sting of the 
season ended defeat. Her current and 
former players along with numerous 
friends and colleagues all turned out 
to see her being honored. 

“It was really an unexpected great 
time,” Morris said. “I didn’t expect it 
to be the way it was. A lot of my friends 
came, a busload of people. Spellman 
sent a bus up. All my [players] were 
there.  Coaches from Spellman were 
there. A lot of my lifelong friends were 
there.”

Morris, a former star athlete at 
Spellman, is one of the winningest 
basketball coaches in state history on 
the boys’ or girls’ side with more that 
700 victories to her credit. She has 
been coaching the Pilots since 1975. 

Under her guidance the programs has 
won 23 division titles, seven Archdi-
ocesan champions, three state crowns 
and one New York State Federation ti-
tle.

She said it was an honor to be in-
ducted, but gave much of the credit to 
her players. In her mind it was their 
20 wins nearly every year that got her 

too this point. 
“It was nice to be honored, but it is 

about all those kids, years and years 
and years of kids,” Morris said. 

She spoke in her acceptance speech 
how she played women’s basketball 
back when there was six player on the 
court and you weren’t allowed to drib-
ble. It was that way until her junior 

year of high school before games went 
to fi ve on fi ve. She went on to play at 
Lehman College and reach the NCAA 
tournament. Being one of the fi rst to 
play under the modern rules gave her 
a leg up to begin her coaching career. 

“I was one of the few people who 
had actually played fi ve-player bas-
ketball,” Morris said. “It gave me a 
real springboard to start with. So 
my teams were very successful right 
from the beginning because I under-
stood what needed to happen.”

Morris, who is the chair of the 
physical education department at the 
school, started coaching the Spellman 
junior varsity before her college prac-
tices and games during her freshman 
and sophomore seasons at Lehman. 
She took over the varsity the follow-
ing year. She was coaching girls just 
three years younger that her when 
she started. 

It was the start of what is now a 
Hall of Fame career. Morris said she 
would never forget the induction cere-
mony because of the people she shared 
it with, would still rather be helping 
her kid early their accolades. 

“I told someone I’d give [the] week-
end right on back if we were going up-
state to play because the kids deserve 
it,” Morris said. “That’s what we work 
for all year.”

Spellman’s Morris relishes experience 
of Hall of Fame induction 

Cardinal Spellman coach Jane Morris was inducted New York State Basketball Hall of Fame. 
 Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Wallace Matthews quoted 
Alex Rodriguez answering his 
critics by saying, ““I laugh when 
people say, you can’t hit a ball in 
the mid- 90s anymore,” Rodri-
guez said after his home run in 
the fi fth inning accounted for 
one of the runs in the New York 
Yankees’ 11-2 victory against 
the Tigers at Joker Marchant 
Stadium. “I couldn’t hit it in my 
prime when I was 28, certainly 
not consistently. When a guy’s 
throwing 95, 96, and he’s spot-
ting, maybe Mike Trout or some 
of those great young superstars 
can hit it, but not me, so.”

This Rose By 

Any Other Name

The Sports Curmudgeon 
talked about Pete Rose’s worth to 
a MLB, “Pete Rose – despite his 
betting on baseball and his tax 
evasion activities – is as much an 
“Ambassador of Baseball” as just 
about anyone else.  MLB can ben-
efi t from his inclusion in various 
events such as All-Star Games 

and/or the World Baseball Clas-
sic – the next of which is sched-
uled for 2017.  If I were in Rob 
Manfred’s position I would move 
to reinstate Pete Rose and reap 
some of those small benefi ts that 
the game can garner from Rose’s 
inclusion.  Just my two cents…”

Perry Patter

Dwight Perry (Seattle Times) 
wrote, “The Sharks and Jets tan-
gled again Tuesday night, with 
players sent off for holding, slash-
ing, high-sticking, cross-check-
ing, roughing and misconduct in 
Winnipeg’s 5-2 NHL victory.

“So who was the referee?” 
wondered Times reader Joel 
Broudy. “Offi cer Krupke?”;

As Times reader Bill Little-
john noted of the 49ers, Gore is 
out and Bush is in. 

But no, this is not a repeat 
from the year 2000.

Janice Hough of LeftCoast-
SportsBabe.com, on Baylor, 
Texas, SMU and Texas Southern 
all losing their NCAA-tourna-
ment openers Thursday: “Last 

time the state of Texas had a 
day this bad, the Alamo was in-
volved.”;

Kavitha Davidson of 
Bloomberg News, on the pos-
sibility of Tim Tebow signing 
with the Eagles: “It’s kind of fun 
to wonder if the fan base that fa-
mously booed Santa would also 
boo Jesus.”

Comedy writer Alex Kase-
berg, on Harvard players’ trash-
talking not up to NCAA tour-
nament standards: “ ‘Your 
matriarch’s inability to calculate 
Pi is mortifying’ will not cut it.”

Molinaro Marinara

Bob Molinaro (Hampton 
Roads Pilot) wrote, “Charity 
cases: If you’re of a mind, keep 
track of how many tourney games 
are won and lost at the free throw 
line. A team’s success or failure 
at the stripe doesn’t create head-
lines or highlight clips, but free 
throws often have much more 
impact than the machinations of 
the sideline rocket scientists.

Futurewatch: In anticipation 

of feverish tournament fi nishes, 
by now every coach knows to foul 
in the closing seconds when up 3, 
right? We’ll see about that.”

Cote’s Notes

Greg Cote (Miami Her-
ald) wrote, “SMU coach Larry 
Brown, 74, said Kentucky would 
make the NBA playoffs in the 
Eastern Conference, but coach 
John Calipari quickly tweeted, 
“Let me be clear: If we played 
any NBA team, we would get 
buried.” (Maybe Brown was off 
his meds?)

Here’s another example of the 
change in Marlins owner Jeffrey 
Loria. His players have a new 
private team jet that includes a 
massage table. They used to have 
to make their own bats on a wood 
lathe.

With the countdown to Open-
ing Day now 15 days, new betting 
odds now have Marlin Giancarlo 
Stanton the favorite to win both 
the MLB home-run title and Na-
tional League MVP. Hey, no pres-
sure, Mr. $325 Million Man. Just 

relax and have fun out there! 
A bird was killed by a foul 

ball during a Tigers-Braves 
spring game. Cannot confi rm 
an outraged PETA is now call-
ing for an end to baseball.

Jameis Winston says he 
will not attend the NFL Draft. 
Apparently he was looking to 
give skeptics yet another rea-
son to question his decision 
making.

Sentences I Never Imag-
ined Writing (one in a series): 
“Evander Holyfi eld will fi ght 
Mitt Romney in a May 15 char-
ity boxing match in Salt Lake 
City.”

Parting thought: Pete 
Rose has offi cially petitioned 
baseball for reinstatement. I 
wouldn’t bet on his chances. “I 
would!” said Rose.”

 “Concrete Charlie”

The late Chuck Bednaric 
got that nickname, not because 
he was the fi erce tackler that 
he was, but for the fact he sold 
concrete during the off-season.

from Page 77

Pipe Dreams: This Rose By; Perry Patter; Molinaro Marinara
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WHO’S YOUR
RADIOLOGIST?

THE CHOICE SHOULD BE YOURS
Choose a Radiology Facility with on site 

Radiologists that are sub-specialized, 
Board Certifi ed Medical

Doctors, who will discuss your imaging 
results with both you and your referring 

physician for the best outcomes.

27 Years Supporting
The Community

Caring, Understanding,
Supportive

State-of-the-Art Facility

It’s Your 
Health

A Fully Accredited American College of Radiology Facility

High Field M.R.I.

Open M.R.I.

MDCT Helical CT

Mammography

Ultrasound

Diagnostic Radiology

Interventional Radiology

Pain Management

PET/CT

WE CARE ABOUT YOUR HEALTH

NOW OFFERING HIGH FIELD OPEN MRI
MORE INFORMATION IN LESS TIME
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