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MANDEE SPOT 
AS NEW 45TH?

Continued on Page 83

Parking dispute ends in a death

Continued on Page 83

Art On Display At St. Raymond’s
Senior Gerardo Ramos with his piece ‘Warrior Who Fights Nothing,’ 
at the St. Raymond Parish Art Show on Sunday, March 22, where 
students in grades K-12 from the three parish schools showed off 
their hard work. Photo by Laura Stone

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A homicide that took place 

on a Country Club street last 
week has left a neighborhood 
stunned and residents in 
shock.

On Monday, March 23, 50-
year old Gjok Deda was ar-
rested and arraigned, charged 
with fi rst degree manslaugh-
ter after allegedly punching 
and killing 68-year old Ron-
ald Antonucci on Thursday, 
March 19.

The incident began just 
after 7:30 a.m., when Anto-
nucci, a grandpa and retired 

carpenter who had lived in 
the building complex for over 
a decade, was moving his car 
and backed up into a parking 
space outside his residence at 
1110 Stadium Avenue, just off 
of Layton Avenue and Shore 
Drive. 

Deda, who was also a resi-
dent at 1110 Stadium Avenue 
and lived three fl oors above 
Antonucci, was walking by 
with his two young daughters 
as Antonucci maneuvered his 
vehicle.

According to reports, Deda 
accused Antonucci of backing 

his car up too close to him and 
his children. 

When the dispute esca-
lated, Deda allegedly punched 
Antonucci in the eyes, face and 
head area numerous times.

After being struck ,  Anto-
nucci fell to the sidewalk and 
never got up. 

When cops arrived on the 
scene, he was being treated by 
EMS. He was taken to Jacobi 
Medical Center where he was 
pronounced dead. 

The medical examiner’s 
offi ce confi rmed the cause of 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The site of a former cloth-

ing store may soon be fash-
ioning itself for a future in 
law enforcement. 

On Monday, March 9, Com-
munity Board 10 wrote a letter 
to Mayor De Blasio suggest-
ing the possible relocation of 
the 45th Precinct and Police 
Service Area #8 to the vacant 
building at 3860 E. Tremont 
Avenue, previously a Mandee 
clothing store.

The Welco Realty property 
is situated near the Cross 
Bronx Expressway and con-
tains approximately 15,000 
square feet above ground, a 
loading dock and spacious 
parking, as well as and a fi n-
ished basement.

The 45th Precinct has 
served the northeast Bronx 
communities since the late 
1920s, but its headquarters 
is considered outdated and 
needs serious renovations. 

The precinct house’s upper 

fl oor, locker areas and rest 
rooms are deteriorated.

Located at 2877 Barkley 
Avenue, the precinct inhab-
its a crowded neighborhood 
where parking is limited 
leading to poor work environ-
ment and community relation 
problems.

Conditions at Police Ser-
vice Area #8, presently lo-
cated inside Throggs Neck 
Houses, are crowded, lack 
available parking, and is 
prone to leaks.

John Marano, Commu-
nity Board 10 fi rst vice chair-
man explained the idea he 
shared with Martin Prince, 
CB 10 chairman and Kenneth 
Kearns, CB 10 district man-
ager.

“When this property came 
up on the market, we felt it 
would be the perfect location 
for the 45th Precinct and Po-
lice Service Area #8 because 
it has ample parking and it’s 
in closer proximity to the ar-

ea’s highways and bridges,” 
Marano revealed.  

“The 45th Precinct is a 
beautiful architectural mar-
vel which unfortunately is 
presently in need of exten-
sive interior repairs. We be-
lieve that if efforts are being 
made to help restore the cur-
rent building, which does not 
have an elevator, these efforts 
could instead be better used 
toward creating a more state-
of-the-art precinct at this va-
cant property,” Kearns said.

Robert Bieder, 45th Pre-
cinct Community Council 
president welcomes this pos-
sibility.

“With projects like this, it 
always comes down to budget. 
However, developing this site 
to accommodate the 45th Pre-
cinct and Police Service Area 
#8 would be a great capital 
project for the area. These po-
lice agencies are constantly 
working together and it would 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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Text “Refund” to 97779* and join #GotMyRefund

conversations on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.
*Message and data rates may apply. Check with your service provider.

You may be eligible 

for up to $10,000 

from tax credits, 

including the 

Earned Income Tax 

Credit (EITC).

Call 311 or go to nyc.gov/taxprep 

for ways to file your taxes for FREE.

We’re making
rent this month.

What would you do

with your refund? 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx has lost a dedi-

cated public servant.
Carmen Rosa, longtime 

district manager of Commu-
nity Board 12, died on Friday, 
March 20.

Rosa was in her mid-60s, 
said community board chair 
Father Gorman, and had been 
battling cancer. 

She is survived by two 
children, Linda and Alfredo 
Angueira.

Rosa served board 12 as dis-
trict manager since 1995 until 
she retired earlier this year, 
prior to which she had served 
as assistant district manager 
for seven years.

Earlier in her career she 
worked for the Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Cor-
poration, and for more than 20 
years she was an adjunct pro-
fessor at Monroe College.

“It’s a tremendous loss for 
the board,” said Fr. Gorman. 
“The knowledge and experi-
ence of more than 30 years of 
public service in the Bronx, 
you just can’t replace that.”

Carmen Rosa, respected CB 
12 district manager, passes

Fr. Gorman, who worked 
with Rosa throughout her ten-
ure as district manager, de-
scribes her fi rst and foremost 
as extremely caring.

“She was a person of the ut-
most compassion,” he said.

She was also ‘honest as the 
day is long,’ he said, as well as 
an incredibly hard worker.

“She was a tremendous 
fi ghter to bring city services 
to an area that historically 
was short-changed,” said Fr. 
Gorman.

According to the commu-
nity board, Rosa’s accomplish-
ments include ensuring the 
toxic site known as Hexagon 
Labs was cleaned by the Fed-
eral and State Department of 
Environmental Protection so 
that the contaminates at the 
site would no longer endanger 
the residents of the Bronx.

She also saw a need for her 
district’s youth and submitted 
a proposal to the mayor iden-
tifying two sites for an all in-
clusive recreational facility to 
adequately service the needs 
of the community. 

Presently, a committee 
of community residents are 
working the borough presi-
dent and local elected offi cials 
to secure the funding for this 
facility. 

Additionally, Rosa worked 
with Senator Jeff Klein on ad-
vocating for increased police 
for the 47th Precinct and ad-
dressing transportation needs 
for seniors in Woodlawn, 
Klein said an statement.

Fr. Gorman said she went 
out of her way to help board 
members in their efforts to 
better their neighborhoods, 
such as his initiative to close 
down adult establishments in 
the district.

“She was supportive of me 
personally and of the commu-
nity board professionally,” he 
said.

Over the years, Rosa de-
veloped many strong relation-
ships with local groups, as well 
as with other district manag-
ers throughout the Bronx.

“I think this is a loss for 
the entire borough,” Fr. Gor-
man said.

Bronx elected offi cials 
agree.

“Carmen was a lead-
ing voice for change in the 
Bronx, ensuring the borough 
received the resources and 
attention it deserved,” said 
Senator Klein in a statement. 
“While Carmen often avoided 
the limelight, her voice was 
strong. Her advocacy, leader-
ship and dedication will be 
sorely missed.”

“Carmen was an invalu-
able advocate to the commu-
nity board and neighborhoods 
which she served,” said Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. in a statement. “On behalf 
of all 1.4 million residents of 
the Bronx, I mourn her pass-
ing.”

Services for Rosa were held 
on Friday, March 27 at the 
Woolworth Chapel at Wood-
lawn Cemetery.

Carmen Rosa. Photo courtesy of Community Board 12
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Call For Your Appointment

718-Tax-1040

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Morris Park Commu-
nity Association Bronx Co-
lumbus Parade Italian Lan-
guage Class registration will 
be held on Saturday, March 28, 
from 10 a.m. to noon, at 1824 
Bronxdale Avenue.

Adult registration is $75; 
children registration is $50.

Italian Language 
Class registration

Class schedules and dates 
will be given out at registra-
tion.

For additional information 
call (718) 823-0596.

The class is sponsored by 
Councilman James Vacca and 
the Morris Park Community 
Association.

The Bronx Times Reporter will 
publish your announcements. 
Send announcements along 
with photo, to: Bronx Times 

Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont Av-
enue, or e-mail Bronxtimes@

aol.com. Please include a 
phone number or a way to con-

tact you in case of questions. 
100th Birthday 

Columba Curcio, known 
to many as Curio, will cel-
ebrate her 100th birthday 
on Friday, April 10. A niece 
of Columba reports that she 
reads the Bronx Times Re-
porter. Her niece, Margaret 
Sicari, writes:

Columba moved to the 

Bronx from Harlem with her 
family as a young woman. She 
still lives in her home in the 
Soundview area, where she 
spent the greater part of her 
teaching career at P.S. 107 on 
Seward Avenue. 

Reading books, newspa-
pers and magazines are her 
pleasures. So is socializing 
daily with family and friends 
via written, phone and e-mail 
communication. In addition, 
she goes to her computer twice 
daily for news, mail and to visit 
her Italian website for recipes 
and articles of topical interest. 

Until last spring, she at-
tended classes and activities at 
her professional retiree center. 
She looks forward to a big cele-
bration of her longevity and vi-
tality on April 12 with her fam-
ily and circle of friends.

Notable Passing 

The Ronda family is sad to 
announce the passing of its 
patriarch Osvaldo A. Ronda, 
known to many as Bob or 
Bobby. 

Born in Manhattan, Os-
valdo serviced his country Columba Curcio

in the United States Marine 
Corps. from 1953 to 1957. He 
married Norma Rendina in 
1961 and moved to Throggs 
Neck in 1968. He is survived 
by his wife of 53 years, Norma, 
his sons Alfred and Joseph, 

his daughter Aurora and 
grandchildren Joseph, Sierra, 
and Jonathan. He was recently 
cremated. A service was held 
on Sunday, March 22 at Holy 
Family Catholic Church in 
Castle Hill.

Osvaldo Ronda, 1953
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2015

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on May 29, 2015.

Dr. Anita Vazquez Batisti
Fordham University’s Graduate

School of Education

Denise Pagan
Alianza Puertorriquena

Debra Ann Jaffee
St. Clare’s Senior Center

Rev. Carmen Hernandez
Stratford Community Services, Inc.

NYC LGBTQS Chamber of Commerce

Michelle Centeno
NYC Managerial Employees Association

Loretta Zaino
Primavera Program

Rev. Que English
Bronx Christian FellowshipNYC Clergy Roundtable

Maribel Gonzalez
South of France Restaurant Owner

Nilka Martell
G.I.V.E./Friends of Starlight Park

Barbara Robles-Gonzalez
Offi ce of Bronx District Attorney

Nancy Biberman
WHEDco

Elizabeth Gill
47th Precinct Community Coucil

Lisa Anne Rizopoulos
Manhattan College

Cynthia Jones
Hostos Community College

Naomi Pouchie
Author

Deborah Hunt
College of New Rochelle

Wilma Tamayo
Fordham Law School

Hon. Llinet Rosado
Bronx Family Court

Rhina Valentin
BronxNet

Judy Hutson
222nd Street Block Association

Fiordaliza Rodriguez, Esq.
Bronx Family Court

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni
Fancy Feet Dance Studios

Dr. Yvette Calderon
North Central Bronx Hospital

Bharti Kemraj
Offi ce of Bronx Borough President

Eva Yan
Metro Optics

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2015!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593 for Rates
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ALLEY CAT CAFE

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE
(718) 824-0168

TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

FEATURING
Brisket

St. Louis Ribs 
Pulled Pork

Beef Short Ribs
Pork Belly  Salmon 

Burnt Ends
Whole or 

Half Chickens

FREE DELIVERY

APPETIZERS, SIDES, WRAPS
SANDWICHES and SALADS

WE’RE
SMOKIN’
7 DAYS A WEEK

15 Family Plans To Choose From View 
Our Complete Menu at

www.alleycatcafebronxbbq.com

HAPPY HOUR 3 to 7pm

Sunday - Thursday  11am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday  11am - 12am

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Work may fi nally begin on a long-

awaited pocket park at the end of City 
Island Avenue. 

The Parks Department has con-
fi rmed that its contractor will begin 
work on Belden Point Park at the ter-
minus of City Island Avenue by the end 
of March. 

The pocket park, sandwiched be-
tween two seafood restaurants, should 
allow visitors a great view of Long Is-
land Sound, supporters said. 

It was fi rst funded in 2005 by then 
Borough President Adolfo Carrion 
Jr. and by a New York State water-
front restoration panel, said City Is-
land Civic Association president John 
Doyle. 

Senator Jeff Klein stepped into the 
fray in 2010 to preserve the state fund-
ing, calling the Secretary of State af-
ter it looked like the allocation might 
be withdrawn because of inaction. The 
senator spoke highly of the latest de-
velopment. 

“As a long-standing priority for the 
City Island community, I’m pleased 
the Parks Department will start work 
on Belden Point Park this month,” said 
Klein. “The new park will be a boon 
to the City Island community, both in-
creasing access to the waterfront and 
beautifying the surrounding area.”

Klein said he looks forward to see-
ing Belden Point Park become a val-
ued destination for residents and their 
families, and local visitors and tour-
ists. 

Klein’s offi ce also helped broker a 
deal between two restaurants on ei-
ther side of the new park, whose own-
ers agreed to share in the mainte-
nance costs of the new space once it 
was built, said Doyle, who worked on 

Belden Park work 
to begin this month

the project when he was a staff mem-
ber of Klein’s.

Based on his detailed knowledge of 
the decade-long path to construction, 
Doyle said he believes that start-dates 
that never materialized for the project 
may number seven.  

“If it was not for Jeff, that money 
would have been taken away,” said 
Doyle, adding “We hope we get lucky 
on the seventh try here.”

Doyle said that the project’s stall 
also could be because contractors 
pulled out of previous contracts. 

The relatively small scope of the 
project, coupled with the fact that any 
contractor is required to pay their con-
struction workers ‘prevailing wage’ 
leaves little interest in the Request for 
Proposals, he said. 

According to the Parks Depart-
ment, Carrion allocated a total of 
$200,000 towards the project, with New 
York State providing $170,000 and the 
Mayor de Blasio’s offi ce $50,000. 

Parks described the project as “a 
street-end plaza which will beautify 
and provide pedestrian access to the 
southern point of City Island.” 

“The project will add a planting bed 
and landscaped area, functional ele-
ments including a bike rack, and dec-
orative pavement, railings and more,” 
reads a Parks statement. “The park’s 
functional design will also serve to de-
fi ne a vehicular turn-around with an 
18-inch-wide curb with safety posts.”

Parks stated that while a start date 
of May 2014 had been set, delays were 
caused by several factors. 

These included the need to design 
storm resiliency upgrades, a longer 
than expected bid review and appeals 
process and a fi re at one of the restau-
rants next to the site. 

A Parks Department bird’s eye view of the site where the park is going to be constructed is 
seen here. The park area is circled in red. Photo courtesy of the Parks Department



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 27-APRIL 2, 2015 7  BTR

GET MORE WITH ALMA

almabank.com / 718.267.ALMA (2562)
13 Convenient Locations in New York & New Jersey

*Customers must have a Checking Account and sign up for e-Statements to qualify for free incoming wire transfers. Other fees may apply. **The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of March 23, 
2015. To qualify for the promotions, $2,500 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. $250,000 maximum amount is allowed per account at account opening. Other restrictions 
apply. Fees may reduce earnings. Early withdrawal fees may apply. New money only. Offers are subject to change without prior notice. For more information, visit your nearest branch or call 855.541.1000. 

FREE INCOMING PERSONAL & BUSINESS WIRE TRANSFERS*

1.26%
APY

13 MONTH CD AT 
** 1.31%

APY

15 MONTH CD AT 
**

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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Care is best when it’s 
close to your home.

If you live in Manhattan, The Bronx, Queens, Brooklyn,   
Staten Island, Westchester County or Long Island,  
CenterLight Healthcare is there for you.

17 CenterLight Healthcare facilities means care is  
close to you 
Our services include medical care, social activities and 
rehabilitation at neighborhood settings where the focus is on 
 you. Our health care teams give you the care you need, when 
 you need it and where you need it. Even if it’s in your home.

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

MKT 03012015

Find a local center or 
schedule a home visit. 

1-877-226-8500 (TTY711)
 8am to 8pm EST, 7 days week

CenterLightHealthcare.org

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
If you were born and raised 

in the Bronx, then this book 
is for you.

On Tuesday, March 3, 
Bronx-bred author Arlene 
Alda, through Henry Holt & 
Company, released her new 
book, ‘Just Kids From the 
Bronx: Telling It the Way It 
Was’, which includes over 60 
interviews from different bor-
ough-born and raised Bronx-
ites that found their infl u-
ences in the Bronx.

The book’s interviewees, 
which include New York Yan-
kees’ play-by-play broadcaster 
Michael Kay, J. Crew’s CEO 
Millard ‘Mickey’ Drexler and 
Hip Hop pioneer Grandmas-
ter Melle Mel, among others, 
recall their Bronx experi-
ences growing up in the bor-
ough.

These success stories 
are sure to inspire many of 
its readers. They touch on 
Bronx-related topics such as 
food, music, politics, gangs 
and more.

 In this book, the intervie-
wees share their life experi-
ences and successes in the 
Bronx with the critically ac-

Arlene Alda releases Bronx success stories
claimed author, who also falls 
into the category of an indi-
vidual who was born in the 
borough and fl ourished in her 
career.

Alda was born in the 
Bronx in 1933 in present day 
Williamsbridge, back when 
neighborhood identifi cation 
was by subway stops and 
street names. 

She lived in a large apart-
ment building located at the 
intersection of Barnes and 
Arnow avenues, just one block 
from the Allerton Avenue sub-
way stop of the IRT line. 

She attended Evander 
Childs High School and grad-
uated Phi Beta Kappa from 
Hunter College, before re-
ceiving a Fulbright Scholar-
ship to study clarinet in Ger-
many, eventually  becoming 
a clarinetist in the Houston 
Symphony. She married actor 
Alan Alda and moved from 
the Bronx in 1957.

Arlene is now the author 
of 17 books, including the 
best selling children’s book, 
‘Sheep, Sheep Sheep, Help Me 
Fall Asleep’, which she re-
leased in 1992. 

She was inspired to write 

this book when she went back 
to her old building after many 
years with Millard ‘Mikey’ 
Drexler, who had also lived 
there growing up. 

While they were there, 
Alda realized how many more 
wonderful, talented, success-
ful people hailed from the 
Bronx. 

She then became inter-
ested in interviewing people 
of all different ages to create a 
picture of the Bronx from the 
stories told to her by accom-
plished Bronxites.

Arlene is confi dent her 
book will end any lingering 
negative stereotypes of the 
Bronx, especially after read-
ers learn about all of the suc-
cessful personalities the bor-
ough has shaped in recent 
years.

“The Bronx has gotten a 
bad rap over the years,” said 
Alda. “I’d like to change that 
picture and set the record 
straight with this new book. 
The Bronx is beautiful, inter-
esting and is the place which 
nurtured and continues to 
nurture a lot of interesting, 
important and wonderful 
people.”

‘Just Kids From the Bronx: Telling It the Way It Was’ by Arlene Alda. 
 Photo courtesy of Henry Holt & Company
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Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

WINTER SPECIAL

$500
OFF

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.
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HOUSE
FOR SALE

$459,000
SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

233rd Vicinity
Legal 2 Family,

Detached Brick, 50x100,
Currently Being Used

As A Daycare, With Licenses

40th PCT.
Tuesday, March 17, 3:15 p.m. — 

Police responded to a stabbing at the 
Furniture Express at 408 E. 149th Street, 
where the victim was aided by EMS.

44th PCT. 
Friday, March 20, 6:30 p.m. — Po-

lice responded to an accident on the 
Grand Concourse near 170th street. A 
44-year-old driver of a green cab hit a 
parked 2001 Subaru and then vaulted 
onto the sidewalk, hitting four pedestri-
ans. A 55-year-old man was pronounced 
DOA at the scene, and a 5-year-old girl 
died at Lincoln Hospital, where her moth-
er is now in stable condition. The driver 
was transported to Jacobi Hospital with 
minor injuries.

45th PCT.
Thursday, March 19, 7:43 a.m. — 

Police responded to a 911 call to aide a 
male in front of 1110 Stadium Avenue, 
but found an unconscious 68-year-old 
male being treated by EMS on scene. 
The male was removed to Jacobi Hos-
pital via EMS, where he was pronounced 
dead. The incident was later classified as 
a homicide, and a 50-year-old man was 
aressted and charged with manslaughter 
on Monday, March 23.

46th PCT.
Monday, March 16,  5:55 p.m. — 

Police responded to reports of a person 
stabbed at 204 E. Fordham Road. The 
victim was transported to Jacobi Hos-
pital.

49th PCT.
Thursday, March 19,  12:55 p.m. — 

Police responded to reports of a victim 
shot in the arm at 3055 Burke Avenue.

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097
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EXIT REALTY SEARCH FEATURED AGENTS

668 Manida Street
Hunts Point
Multi Family

$495,000
Contact Hope Coniglio

718-790-9191

HOPE CONIGLIO
718-790-9191

1557 Glover Avenue
Westchester Village

Multi Family

$529,000
Contact Danny Collins

718-664-7178

DANNY COLLINS
718-664-7178

1290 Arnow Avenue
Baychester
Multi Family

$565,000
Contact Pete Nevarez

718-812-9947

PETE NEVAREZ
718-812-9947

2154 Quimby Avenue
Castle Hill

Multi Family

$549,000
Contact Paulette Bailey

347-524-6801

PAULETTE BAILEY
347-524-6801

221 Quincy Avenue
Throgs Neck
Single Family 

$429,000
Contact Jose Montanez

917-716-7299

JOSE MONTANEZ
917-716-7299

MARCH MADNESS OPEN HOUSES

3094 Fearn Pl
Throgs Neck

Single Family, 3 bed 2 bath
OPEN HOUSE: SAT 3/28 1–4 PM

CONTACT:
Ana Reyes

646-228-1071

3014 Lawton Ave
Throgs Neck

Single Family, 3 bed 2 bath
OPEN HOUSE: SAT 3/28 12–3 PM

CONTACT: 
Bryant Mero

917-327-7870

1958 Haight Ave
Pelham Pkwy

Multi Family
OPEN HOUSE: SAT 3/28 12–4 PM

CONTACT: James Munoz
917-870-5531 or

Giovanni Ortiz 646-239-1558

2664 Miles Ave
Throgs Neck
Condo, 3 bed 2 bath

OPEN HOUSE: SAT 3/28 
1:30–4:30 PM

CONTACT: Mildred Valentin
646-957-4648

1120 Throgmorton Ave
Country Club

Single Family, 3 bed 2 bath
OPEN HOUSE: FRI 3/27 

5:30–7:30 PM
CONTACT: Jovani Giron

646-584-4467

2651 Schurz Ave
Throgs Neck
Condo, 3 bed 4 bath

OPEN HOUSE: SAT 3/28 1–4 PM
CONTACT: 

Jeannette Zapata
646-824-0177

6295 Broadway
Fieldston

Co-Op, 1 bed 1 bath
OPEN HOUSE: SAT 3/28 2–5 PM

CONTACT:
Chei Vanholten
347-344-1617

4328 Boyd Avenue
Wakefi eld

Single Family, 3 bed 1 bath
OPEN HOUSE: SAT 3/28 2–5 PM

CONTACT:
Paulette Bailey
347-524-6801

601 Pelham Pkwy N
Pelham Pkwy
Co-Op, 1 bed 1 bath

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 3/29 1–4 PM
CONTACT:

David Rodriguez
718-451-6859

53 Hartley Avenue
Mount Vernon

2 over/2, 2 bath
OPEN HOUSE: SAT 3/28 1–4 PM

CONTACT:
Britzeida Pichardo

347-549-7568

Exit Realty Search
3928 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

Business Phone: 347-202-4965  Fax: 347-202-4966
www.exitrealtysearch.com

Benny Diasparra / Broker / OwnerExit Realty Search

SINGLE FAMILY
245 Davis Avenue

Throgs Neck
4 bed 2 bath

$425,000
Contact Bryant Mero

917-327-7870

AGENT OF THE MONTH FOR

February

Bryant Mero
917-327-7870

CONDO
2664 Miles Avenue

Throgs Neck
3 bed 2 bath

$349,000
Contact Shane Rossi

718-530-5219

AGENT OF THE MONTH FOR

February

SHANE ROSSI
718-530-5219

UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Nightmare on

E. Tremont Ave.

Pompei 
redux

Pothole lawsuits
are exempted

Dear editor, 
Havana Cafe’s sound ab-

sorption wall was brought 
down by Hurricane Sandy 
winds in October 2012. 
They’ve been promising to 
repair the wall ever since. As 
of today, March 18, the wall is 
nonexistent and their HVAC 
fans continue to cause a nui-
sance. Havana has been mak-
ing empty promises for 2 and 
a half years now. They’ve ob-
tained their liquor license re-
newal, so what’s the incentive 
to make good?

The following complaints 
involving Havana, were not 
addressed in your article, in-
cluding but not limited to; neg-
ative impact on neighborhood 
parking, noise nuisance from 
constant fl ow of loitering mo-
torcycles, idling cars, horns 
and music blaring through 
midnight hours. The fl ow of 
drunken, disorderly and loi-
tering patrons boisterously 
congregating or brawling in 
front of private homes after 
midnight. Additionally and 
equally as critical; the fi lth 
and slick ground cover be-
hind Havana’s alleyway that 
attracts insects and vermin. 
Could you imagine the own-
ers of Havana choosing to live 
next door to their own busi-
ness?

Community Board 10 is 
quick to say the ‘noise’ falls 
within regulatory levels, so 
Havana doesn’t have to act. 
Is this an indication Havana 
has no intention of fulfi ll-
ing its promises? The Ameri-
can Dream has turned into a 
Nightmare on E. Tremont Av-
enue.

Ana R. Berger

Dear editor,
This winter our roadways 

became a minefi eld for driv-
ers.  Drivers tried their best to 
avoid these craters, but most 
of the time it was too late, tires 
went fl at, rims were bent, 
alignments went out, and 
some even incurred front end 
damage.

The average driver spends 
$673 annually in additional ve-
hicle  maintenance costs due 
to poor road conditions. Given 
that  motorists pay taxes to 
maintain the roads, they 

shouldn’t have to pay again 
because the roads aren’t prop-
erly maintained.

What many drivers don’t 
know is Section 58 of the High-
way Law  exempts New York 
State from liability for pothole 
damages on state roads be-
tween November 15 and May 
1.

There maybe a solution 
to this problem, A.425, intro-
duced by Assemblyman Abi-
nanti and S.747 by Senator 
Kennedy are  attempting to 
save us money by removing 
this century-old  exemption 
and providing an opportunity 
for unlucky motorists to seek 
restitution if the damage to 
their vehicle was caused by 
New York State’s neglect.

You are urged to contact 
your state elected offi cials and 
ask them to support this com-
mon sense idea and work to 
pass this legislation.  

Robert Neglia

Dear editor,
It looks like Waterbury-

LaSalle is now experiencing 
Pompeii redux, only now it’s 
Havana Cafe.

On Sunday, March 8, I was 
walking on East Tremont Av-
enue, about a block away from 
that joint, and I heard very 
loud, very bad music coming 
from there. It had warmed 
up nicely that day, so I guess 
many people were in a bit of 
a party mood. As I passed the 
place, I saw it was mobbed, al-
most wall-to-wall with people.

While I saw people talking 
to each other, I thought to my-
self, “ They must be scream-
ing at each other! There’s no 
other way they can hear them-
selves talk! “ 

The residents and offi cials 
cited in the story are a bit too 
optimistic that the problem 
has been resolved just because 
one of the owners, Rodriguez, 
says it will be. 

To those living near Ha-
vana Cafe, be prepared for 
the proverbial long, hot sum-
mer. That Sunday I passed, all 
the doors and windows were 
closed and I still heard the 
blasting passion a block away! 
Just imagine when the doors 
and windows swing open!

But in Rodriguez’ defense of 
Rodriguez I would like to add, 
MamaJuana Cafe - the former 
Babalu just a few blocks down - 
was even louder that day, with 

a maniac DJ screaming at the 
top of his lungs into a sound 
system.

Barry Manilow’s song Co-
pacabana is alive and well in 
Waterbury-LaSalle. 

Ken Reynolds

Don’t patronize
food vendors
Dear editor,
We are now witnessing an 

explosion of vendors along 
East Tremont Avenue selling 
foodstuffs from food carts. 
We urge you not to patronize 
them. Our neighborhood will 
become cluttered by these 
vehicles, blocking our side-
walks and selling unhealthy 
foods.

Their newly taken park-
ing areas will eventually 
become littered with gar-
bage. All the while our mer-
chants strive valiantly to 
sell healthy foods in properly 
maintained premises. Re-
member, our merchants are 
regulated; actually over reg-
ulated! They have to put up 
with the onslaught of inspec-
tors whose primary goal is to 
extort moneys from them for 
the city. Our merchants have 
to pay rent and taxes, while 
their customers are harassed 
by traffi c enforcement. 

The well being of our 
community depends upon a 
good on-going relationship 
between the neighborhood 
customers shopping in lo-
cal stores and dining in our 
neighborhood restaurants. 
Many owners live in the com-
munity and employ local res-
idents. 

The success of the local 
shop owners and restaurants 
is undermined by street ven-
dors that have no vested in-
terest in assuring the sur-
vival of Throggs Neck. Make 
your voice heard loud and 
clear by boycotting these 
street vendors for they con-
tribute nothing to our neigh-
borhood nor are concerned 
for its well-being. 

Stephen B. Kaufman

president, Throggs Neck

Merchants Association

Inappropriate
remarks

Dear editor,
The Morris Park Commu-

nity Association is appalled 
by the self-serving remarks by 
Van Neat Alliance vice presi-
dent Bernadette Ferrara.  Her 
claims that Councilman James 
Vacca spoke for 25 minutes be-
fore Commuynity Board 11 
to infl uence its vote is ludac-
ris. The Education Committee 
passed a motion unanimously 
to name the school after Coun-
cilwoman Madeline Proven-
zano and presented their de-
cision to the full board for 
consideration. 

The president of the Van 
Nest Alliance, Shradhanhand 
Pirtam, a lifelong resident, com-
munity activists Linda White 
and Joe Bombace, all members 
of the board’s Education Com-
mittee, voted in favor of the 
motion, but I guess only Berna-
dette speaks for Van Nest. She 
was the only dissenting vote at 
the full board meeting, a board 
made up of community leaders, 
many from Van Nest, who are 
not easily infl uenced. I guess 
they just don’t care as much as 
Bernadette. 

The councilman thanked the 
Education Committee for their 
recommendation and explained 
how much Madeleine did for her 
district and how much she did 
for the Van Nest community. He 
did this in response to a letter 
sent by Bernadette to the board 
saying Provenzano did nothing 
for the Van Nest community. I 
guess Bernadette wasn’t paying 
attention.

Ferrara wasn’t fi nished yet, 
after downplaying the council-
woman’s contributions, she ac-
cused the neighboring associa-
tion (Morris Park Community 
Association) of not support-
ing the Van Nest community. 
Can someone please let Ferr-
ara know she is not Van Nest. 
The association voted with all 
the other Van Nest residences 
and the board to name the 
new school to honor Madeline 
Provenzano’s dedication to the 
Van Nest community. 

Al D’Angelo 

MORE LETTERS ON PAGE 14

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Letters to the editor are welcome from all readers. They should 
be addressed care of this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, 
NY 10465, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. 
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SPOTO’S
FINE NEOPOLITAN & SICILIAN CUISINE

4005 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465

718-828-5613
www.SpotosNYC.com

Come enjoy our 
elegant wine bar!

SPOTO’S MENU IS ON ITS WAY TO YOU
or view it on our website: www.SpotosNYC.com

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!

Too tired to cook? Let us do it for you...Free Delivery!
OUTSIDE OFF PREMISE CATERING DELIVERED DOOR TO DOOR

Dates are available…
Banquet room seats up to 100 people

All parties supervised by Peter

Daily Lunch Special

$11.95
Spoto’s Early Dining

$24.95
SPOTO’S NOW

DELIVERS
7 Days A Week!

NOW 
SERVING A 
FULL PIZZA 

MENU!

Come 
enjoy our 
elegant 
wine bar! Join us on                     for daily specials

Exquisite Catering at Affordable Prices
We specialize in family functions!

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR NEXT AFFAIR!
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RSVP To: jdearani@bakerresidential.com or 914.461.9208

GPS Address: 31 Schutt Road, Middletown, NY
Sales Office Open 7 days a week from 11am to 6pm. Also available by appointment.

*Limited Time Offer.  **Restrictions Apply.  See Sales Representative for details.

Join a mortgage expert for a discussion  
that will include:
• The advantages of owning vs renting.
• The steps to home ownership.
• Opportunity to obtain a pre-approval. 
• Monthly payment and closing cost analysis.
• FHA Financing with only 3.5% down** 

$5,000

TOWARDS

OPTIONS*

3 Bedroom Townhomes Priced From $261,400

SATURDAY, MARCH 28TH 
AT 12PM AT THE SALES CENTER

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Audit transit

agencies
Dear editor,
NYC Comptroller Scott Stinger’s 

recent report that New Yorkers spend 
more time traveling to work than 
those who commute in other cities told 
us nothing new.  This has been previ-
ously documented in numerous other 
taxpayer-funded studies and news-
paper articles.  Older generations 
moved to two fare zones in the Bronx, 
Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island 
in search of more affordable housing, 
safer neighborhoods, better air qual-
ity and better schools. 

They knew full well that they would 
be living in a two fare (bus to subway) 
zone with longer commutes to and 
from work.   

Newer generations looking for the 
same quality of life moved to the sub-
urbs.  They had to deal with driving to 
a commuter rail road station, riding 
the rail road and transferring to the 
subway before arriving at work.  More 
recent generations moved beyond the 
old inner suburbs to newer outer sub-
urbs with even longer commutes.

The real questions Stinger failed to 
look at is who is providing the appro-

priate level of funding to improve ev-
eryone’s commute and how those dol-
lars are being spent.

Both the NYCDOT and MTA com-
bined have an active portfolio in bil-
lions of ongoing capital projects and 
programs.  This includes almost two 
billion dollars of   yearly assistance 
from Washington.  These dollars are 
supplemented by billions more from 
various discretionary federal fund-
ing sources.  Don’t forget the billions 
in locally generated tax and farebox 
revenues. Does NYCDOT and the MTA 
submit grant applications on time? Are 
current federal and state funded pro-
grams being completed on time and 
within budget? Are there any unspent 
funds carried over year after year? Is 
there waste, fraud or abuse? Are all 
change orders for construction proj-
ects fair, reasonable and documented?

Perhaps Stringers staff time would 
have been better spent auditing both 
NYCDOT, MTA along with their re-
spective sub recipients and operating 
agencies to see how prudent they have 
been in managing all those billions of 
dollars from Uncle Sam and Albany.

Stringer could give up both his 
free parking space at City Hall and 
his special police parking permit. He 
can use his transit check to purchase 

Metro Cards.  Why not ask his wife to 
do the same? This will afford Stringer 
the opportunity to join several million 
constituents who use public transpor-
tation on a daily basis and also con-
tribute to a cleaner environment.

Larry Penner

Bunny
funding

Dear editor,
I am writing to thank our council-

man, Jimmy Vacca, for the grant that 
he was able to secure for the Water-
bury LaSalle Community Association.  
This grant was very much needed 
and it will help us to bring wonderful 
events to our community.

This grant has made it possible for 
us to bring back our Easter Egg-strav-
aganza, which will take place on Sat-
urday, March 28 from 1 to 3 p.m. in the 
yard of the First Lutheran Church.  In  
order to do wonderful events like this 
much money is needed and member-
ship dues are not enough.  

So, from the Waterbury LaSalle 
Community Association and the Eas-
ter Bunny, a big thank you goes out 
to Jimmy Vacca!  His support is very 
much appreciated by our association 
and our community.

Mary Jane Musano

Waterbury LaSalle 

Community Association

Thanks for
timing

Dear editor,
The intersection of Boston Road 

and Pelham Parkway has always been 
an extremely problematic area in the 
morning and evening rush hours for 
Bronx commuters.

Cars and buses alike consistently 
wait in bumper-to-bumper traffi c be-
tween the hours of 7 and 9 a.m. and 4 
to 6 p.m., causing stress and anxiety 
to Bronxites during their long work 
week.

However, community residents 
such as Marcia Lewis, Diana Finch, 
Jesse Ossenkopp and others noticed 

that one reason that there was so much 
congestion here in the AM rush hour 
was due to a very short green light for 
south-bound Boston Road drivers.

Before March 16, only 5-6 cars were 
able to get through the 15 second-long 
green light signal on the southbound 
lanes of Boston Road, where it inter-
sects with the Fordham-bound Pel-
ham Parkway main road. This caused 
traffi c to be bumper-to-bumper on Bos-
ton Road from Pelham Parkway going 
north all the way up to Allerton, and 
even Burke avenues.

     Luckily, city agencies and area 
elected offi cials listened to the ideas 
and concerns of community residents.

     At the February Bronx Park East 
Community Association meeting, we 
pressed our electeds to push city agen-
cies to add more green light time in 
this area.

     Within a month and a half’s time, 
it has happened.

     Thus, we would like to extend a 
warm thank you to NYC Department 
of Transportation Bronx Borough 
Commissioner Connie Moran for tak-
ing swift action by adding 16.5 more 
seconds of green light time for south-
bound drivers on Boston Road as they 
turn onto Fordham Road.

     This signal change could not 
have been done without the hard work 
of Renee Montminy, chief-of-staff to 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, and Luisa 
Benedetto of Councilman Ritchie Tor-
res’ offi ce. We would like to also praise 
our media outlets as well for devoting 
news coverage to issues like these, 
which affect our daily lives.

     While doubling the green light 
time here is defi nitely not the fi nal 
step in addressing the congestion at 
this intersection, and the surrounding 
streets, it is a big step forward.

     We still have work ahead of us, 
but this very important issue is be-
ing addressed and we would like to 
warmly thank all those named above 
who were a part of making it happen.

     It’s a work in progress, and we’re 
making progress. Thank you!

The executive board of 

Bronx Park East Community 

Association

Letters to the editor are welcome from all readers. 
They should be addressed care of this newspaper to 

Laura Guerriero, Publisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 
E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465, or e-mail to bronxtimes@
cnglocal.com. 

All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST 
be signed and with a verifi able address and telephone num-
ber included.

 Note that the  address and telephone number  will NOT 
be published and the name will be published or withheld 
upon request. 

No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. 
The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
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APPETIZERS
(Choose one)

STUFFED ARTICHOKE
Artichoke stuffed w/bread crumbs, black and 

green olives, parmigiano
cheese and fresh garlic in lemon sauce with a 
touch of white wine.

FRIED CALAMARI
with marinara sause

CAPRESE
Fresh homemade mozzarella sliced tomato, 

basil, roasted red peppers

Eggplant Rollatini
Rolled stuffed with ricotta topped with mari-

nara and mozzarella

MUSSELS MARINARA (spicy)

PASTA
(Choose one)

RIGATONI BOLOGNESE
Rigatoni pasta coverd in a light meat sauce

PENNE ALLA VODKA
Fresh tomato sause, prosciutto, shallots, 
Vodka, a touch of cream with parmigiano 
cheese

ENTRÉE
(Choose one)

ROASTED RACK OF LAMB
Served in our special homemade gravy with 

string beans

CHICKEN ROLLATINI
Fresh chicken breast rolled and stuffed w/

chopped prosciutto, fontina cheese, spinach 
served w/sliced Portobello mushrooms in 
sherry wine sauce

GRILLED BABY LAMB CHOPS
Grilled New Zealand baby lamb chops Sau-

téed with virgin olive oil and garlic served with 
broccoli rabe and mint jelly

SALMON PISTACHIO
Fresh wild Salmon baked and crusted with 

pistachio, served over spinach 

and asparagus with a touch of pinot grigio 

(All entrees served with mashed potatoes)

DESSERT
Coffee or tea

Chocolate cake, Cheese cake, 

Zeppoles

Pre-Fix Menu

900 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462  (718) 891-3830 www.900Park.com

$2995
pp

$ 95
pp

Holy Saturday and
Easter Sunday

A Special Visit from the Easter Bunny and Balloon Artist for the Children
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The former Capri Whitestone Motel has become a homeless shelter. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It appears that a homeless shelter 

at the former Capri Whitestone Motel 
near Ferry Point Park may be with us 
for a few more years. 

Civic leaders, Community Board 
10, and elected offi cials offered non 
supportive testimony at a hearing in 
Manhattan held by the Mayor’s Offi ce 
of Contract Services.

 The city wants to extend the home-
less shelter’s contract to use  the shut-
tered motel for another four years.  

The Thursday, March 19 hearing 
was about a potential contract that 
would make the Crystal Family Resi-
dence, which houses up to 91 families, 
permanent through June 30, 2019, said 
several attendees. 

The city has, as of press time, not 
confi rmed the specifi cs, or whether 
the contract has been approved.  

The Department of Homeless Ser-
vices facility opened on a temporary 
basis in September. Service provider 
Acacia Network runs it.  

Senator Jeff Klein offered testi-
mony that began by saying he under-
stands that there is a homelessness 
crisis in the city, and that much needs 
to be done to help individuals avoid 
becoming homeless and to transition 
back to permanent housing quickly. 

Nevertheless, he opposed the siting 
of the shelter on several grounds.

“The haphazard way the Capri was 
transformed into a temporary transi-
tional homeless shelter and presented 
to the community has left a bad taste in 
the mouth of the community at large,” 
stated Klein. “This resentment will 
further prevent an atmosphere where 
the needs of the families in crisis are 
met effectively.”

Klein added that the location and 

Contract hearing on 
Capri homeless shelter

operation of the site so far raises is-
sues about the delivery of services to 
the families.

With a new golf course opening 
near the homeless shelter, Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto testifi ed that 
he believes the city is missing an eco-
nomic development opportunity with a 
new golf course nearby in Ferry Point 
Park’s east side. 

  “I continue to believe that City 
Hall is missing out on a chance to cre-
ate a showcase attraction in the Bronx 
by piggybacking on the presence of the 
Trump Links Golf Course,” said Bene-
detto adding the city should develop 
“the western side of Ferry Point Park 
into a shoreline tourist attraction 
which can be served by a new top-tier 
hotel on the Capri site.” 

The assemblyman was also disap-
pointed, according to his statement, 
that his efforts to fi nd an alternative 
site in the 82nd Assembly District were 
rebuffed by DHS, making him believe 
that the agency cared less about fi nding 
a better location and more about impos-
ing their will upon the community. 

 Dotti Poggi, of the Ferry Point Com-
munity Advocates, was not able to at-
tend the hearing because of a confl ict, 
but said she has numerous concerns. 

These include what she describes as 
a general sense of lawlessness in parts 
of Ferry Point Park’s west side during 
previous summers, near the shelter.

She also said that the neighbor-
hood is a small community of about 
40 homes that has seen its population 
roughly doubled by the new homeless 
population, changing the neighbor-
hood’s profi le almost overnight. 

“We are now a neighborhood where 
the majority of people do not work,” 
she said. 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 27-APRIL 2, 2015 17  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 27-APRIL 2, 201518    BTR

Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow

Children born in 2011 are eligible to apply
for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K.

Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community Board 10 re-

ceived the same responses to 
may of its requests in the city 
budget for fi scal year 2016 that 
it has in previous years. 

Now CB 10 has written a 
letter to Mayor de Blasio, ex-
pressing its frustration with 
those responses to its capital 
and expense budget requests 
in this year’s Statement on the 
Preliminary Budget. 

“For many of our projects, 
we are reputedly told year af-
ter year that ‘further study is 
needed’ or ‘contact your elected 
offi cials,” states CB 10’s letter 
to the mayor, adding “Seeing 
the same responses repeated 
over and over again from the 
agencies fosters a belief on our 
part that our requests are not 
being taken seriously.” 

The board letter requests 
that the agencies re-visit the 
requests and provide the com-
munity with more substantive 
answers. 

“There is frustration that 
we are always provided with 
off-the-cuff responses like ‘ask 
your elected offi cials,’ or that 
‘further study is needed’” said 
Martin Prince, CB 10 chair-

CB 10 stymied by city’s budget responses
man, adding that this goes 
back to previous administra-
tions. “It is never like any-
one makes a serious review of 
what we ask for; they seem to 
just put it off.” 

At this point, the board may 
start to take a look at where its 
tax dollars are going if its not 
funding community requests. 

“We may start reviewing 
agency by agency to see what 
share of its budget is coming 
back to our community,” he 
said. 

Among the CB 10 requests 
where the response was ‘fur-
ther study is needed’ was its 
top capital request of a dredg-
ing and upgrade of Hammond 
Cove, the site of a Parks De-
partment marina concession. 

“This is a place that can 
bring in revenue if it is prop-
erly maintained,” said Prince 
of the cove. “Look at it as an 
investment.”

Long a top request by CB10, 
the cove may see some dredg-
ing near a bottleneck in its 
waterway, but this may come 
from state money secured by 
Senator Jeff Klein, not from 
the city. 

While a fi rst step, it is not 

clear if the $1 million state-
funded upgrade will provide 
all the improvements needed 
at the cove, or even if it will be 
fi nalized in the state budget, 
though the latter looks likely, 
sources said. 

Another long-standing re-
quest in the expense budget 
is that the Police Department 

reestablish a narcotics mod-
ule for the 45th Precinct and 
increase its resources, or con-
siders creating a merged one 
with the neighboring 49th 
Precinct.

The response CB 10 received 
was that NYPD resources in 
fi ghting drug crime are de-
ployed borough-wide, and that 

all precinct commanders can 
request this unit.   

“The summonses and en-
forcement patrols are certainly 
here,” said John Marano, CB 
10 vice-chair of conditions in 
the 45th Precinct, which share 
the same boundaries as CB 10. 
“Why should we have to fi ght 
for resources?” 

The dredging of Hammond Cove may not be a budget priority for city offi cials downtown, but Community Board 
10 is still pressing for it. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

ALL STORES CELEBRATE THE OPENING OF OUR 35TH STORE!
GRAND OPENING!

2FOR
$10

DENIM
FOR THE FAMILY

$8
JOGGERS
FOR THE FAMILY

BOYS • MENS
SPRING SUIT
BUYOUT!

2-PIECE • 3 PIECE

MENS

BOYS

ASSORTED COLORS

ASSORTED STYLES 
& COLORS

$20
$30

SPRING 
JACKETS

LADIES • GIRLS
SPRING 

& EASTER
DRESSES

$7
$8

LADIES
SPECIAL
BUYOUT!  
FASHION
JUMPSUITS  

• TWILL PANTS
• JEGGINGS 

$5

$10 2FOR
$10

OFFICIAL
MLB• NBA
NHL• NFL

TEAM
APPAREL

INFINITY 
SCARVES

BRANDED
HANDBAGS

• Girls & Boys Sandals
• Mens V-Force Sneakers
• Ladies Gladiator Sandals

• Easter Dress Shoes
• Mens Lacoste 

& Nautica Sandals
• Kids Hi-Top Canvas Shoes

$5
$10

$5
$10

3FOR
$10

MENS • BOYS
POLOS
WOVEN 
SHIRTS

ACTIVE
WEAR

MENS
JACKETS

$5

PRINTED
ACTIVE
TEES 

ACTIVE
SHORTS 

$5

GEAR UP FOR THE SEASON!

GRAPHIC TEES $4

SPRING 
FOOTWEAR

SPRING
ACCESSORIES

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • MON-SAT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN 10AM-7PM

$10$10FOR

SPECIAL PURCHASE!
20,000 DOZEN 

TEES
TONS OF
COLORS

EAR
BUDS$4

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-200-8063

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100

NEWEASTERFASHIONS!

DRESS
PANTS
$5

MEDICAL
SCRUBS

$6

FOR 
THE ENTIRE 

FAMILY

IN STORENOW!
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DISCOVER WHAT’S IN STORE
AT THROGGS NECK SHOPPING CENTER
Come shopping for great values at Throggs 
Neck Shopping Center—conveniently located 
just o� the �utchinson �iver �ark�ay �ith 
entrances on �afaye�e 	venue and the 
�uchinson �iver �ark�ay service road. 
With more than 650 FREE parking spaces, 
300,000 square feet of retail space, major 
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onal �rands, restaurants and more, there�s 
something for everyone to enjoy.  
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Pelham Parkway is the top 

priority for Community Board 
11.

The longstanding requests 
for the reconstruction of Pel-
ham Parkway North and the 
rehabilitation of the park it-
self both remained in the top 
three of CB 11’s fi scal year 
2016 capital budget priorities 
and requests list, although the 
projects are already in prog-
ress.

A new request to rehabili-
tate the Peace Memorial Plaza 
on Pelham Parkway, number 
two on the list, was denied by 
the parks department because 
of insuffi cient funds.

Reconstruction

The request to reconstruct 
Pelham Parkway was fi rst in-
troduced in 1984, said assis-
tant district manager John 
Fratta.  It took many years to 
get the funding for the project 
and then through the design 
process, and the need for re-
construction persisted.

“The roadway’s in very bad 
condition,” said Fratta.

The project, split into two 
phases, is a major undertak-
ing because while reconstruct-

Pelham Parkway is top priority for CB 11

ing the road, the city is updat-
ing underlying infrastructure 
like water mains and sewers, 
said Fratta. 

The project also involves 
the Department of Design and 
Construction coordinating 
with other departments, in-
cluding parks, transportation 
and fi re.

The reconstruction of Pel-
ham Parkway South was 
eventually completed in 2013, 
but issues including an extra-

wide sidewalk that narrowed 
the service road and the loss 
of parking frustrated locals. 

“The reconstruction of 
Pelham Parkway South was 
a sheer disaster,” said Edith 
Blitzer of the Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association.

She hopes the process 
for the north side goes more 
smoothly.

“It defi nitely needs recon-
struction,” said Blitzer.

The DDC is due to present 

a design plan for the project in 
April, and reconstruction is 
temporarily planned to occur 
in FY 2016.

Rehabilitation

For several years, the com-
munity board has had a vision 
of rehabilitating the entire 
length of the Pelham Parkway 
mall, said parks committee 
chair Joanne Rubino.

“Pelham Parkway is the 
jewel of our area,” she said.

While Rubino still feels the 

mall is beautiful, she thinks it 
looks somewhat neglected and 
could use a good sprucing up.

The rehabilitation re-
quested by the board included 
rehabbing the bridle path and 
drainage, re-soding and re-
planting foliage on greenways, 
rehabilitating cross paths and 
pedestrian walks, repairing 
and replacing benches, and in-
stalling sidewalks and curbs 
from the Bronx River Park-
way to Stillwell Avenue. 

The parks department re-
sponded that the single re-
quest included more than one 
project, but that work is un-
derway on certain portions of 
the request.

The plans are currently 
in the design phase to recon-
struct portions of the Pelham 
Parkway landscape, paths 
and bike lane between Boston 
Road and Wallace Avenue.

The plan presented to the 
board for the rehabilitated 
section looked promising, said 
Blitzer.

“We’re hoping that im-
provements will  encourage 
more people to use the parks,” 
she said. “That’s what parks 
are for.”

The reconstruction of Pelham Parkway North was the top priority on Community Board 11’s list of budget priori-
ties and requests. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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COMPLETE MEDICARE-MEDICAID BENEFITS.
$0 COST.
AND THAT’S NOT EVEN THE BEST PART.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE  

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete, 
the CHOICE health plan that combines all 
the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid in 
a single plan. It provides all the services 
and support you need to live safely and 
independently at home – at zero cost to 
you. And here’s the best part: it’s from 
the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
������
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

VNSNY CHOICE
FIDA Complete
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health planthat combines Medicare and Medicaid benefi ts for people who need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York

H8490_AD_MM Approved 12162014
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2815 Middletown Road 
(next door to Frank’s Pizza)

TEL 718.684.2815 FAX 718.597.3331 
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS · WE DELIVER!

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
www.facebook.com/DaFrancoandTonyRistorante 

Da Franco 
& Tony

Ristorante

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Monday–Thursday, 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday, 12–11:00PM

Sunday, 1:00–10:00PM

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Our resturant is available for business meetings or family functions

Prefi x Lunch Menu 

-$18.95-
Sunday–Saturday, 12 noon to 4:00PM

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

Fried Calamari  Baked Clams  Mussels Marinara

House Salad  Caesar Salad

Tomato and Mozzarella  Soup

CHOICE OF ENTREE

Penne Vodka  Ravioli Marinara

Rigatoni Broccoli & Sausage  Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Martini  Lemon Sole  Grilled Salmon

Shrimp Scampi  Shrimp Marinara

Veal Marsala  Veal Milanese with Salad

CHOICE OF DESSERT

Cheesecake or Tiramisu  Coffee or Tea

Make your Palm Sunday and 
Easter Sunday Reservations

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Tear down that rink!
The long-underutilized roller rink 

at Loreto Playground will be replaced 
with a multi-use fi eld, thanks to funds 
allocated by Senator Jeff Klein.

Klein announced the news, that $1 
million in capital funds from the 2014-
2015 state budget will be used to trans-
form the park, at the Morris Park Com-
munity Association’s annual dinner 
dance on Saturday, March 14.

“It was just a wonderful surprise,” 
said Community Board 11 Park’s Com-
mittee chair Joanne Rubino.

The board voted in late 2013 to re-
place the rink, and began looking for 
ways to pay for what they though would 
be a several million dollar project. 

After further review, the parks de-
partment estimated ripping out and 
replacing the rink would cost close to 
$1 million, said Rubino.

Klein came through for the neigh-
borhood, after promising last year 
that he would explore funding oppor-
tunities for the project.

“By investing in our local parks, 
we are making sure that Bronx chil-
dren and families not only have a 
top quality space to play, but a place 
to host their little league games, fall 
soccer matches, sports practice after 
school or simply a family picnic,” said 
Klein. “That’s why I am proud to have 
secured $1 million in state funding to 
transform Loreto Park and ensure it 
remains a top destination for all Bronx 
residents.”

Loreto Playground roller 
rink to be replaced

The roller rink was built in 2005 as 
a result of a $1 million allocation from 
then Councilwoman Madeline Proven-
zano.

“It worked out for a few years,” said 
MPCA president Tony Signorile.

But when the Morris Park Hockey 
League folded a few years later, the 
rink was rarely used for it’s intended 
purpose. Instead, it’s used mainly by 
dog walkers and young loiterers.

Signorile said that replacing the 
rink has been a priority of his since he 
was elected president of the commu-
nity association in 2013.

“Why should we keep a rink that 
nobody uses in the park?” said Signo-
rile.

“A park needs to be used – it’s such 
a shame,” said Rubino.

They’re both looking forward to 
a multi-use fi eld that could be used 
for both soccer and softball, popular 
sports in the neighborhood. 

Local residents will be happy with 
the recreation area,  said Signorile, as 
will nearby merchants when people 
start coming to the park for games.

But what the new fi eld will look like 
exactly is unclear, as the project is still 
in preliminary phases. 

Rubino is optimistic that the Parks 
Department, which is notoriously slow 
moving, will replace the rink soon so it 
can be used for recreation in the near 
future.

“Let’s get this moving,” said Signo-
rile.

The underutilized Loreto Playground will be converted into a multi use fi eld again. 
 File photo
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Penne Alla Vodka

Spring Salad with Balsomic Vinigrette

Roast Prime of Beef

Chicken Francese

Shrimp Oreganata

Roast Leg of Lamb w/Mint Jelly

All Coffee, Pastries and Desserts 
Served at Tables

$4200

Lechon
Whole Turkey
Brisket of Beef
Skirt Steak

Carving
station

Pasta
station

Seafood
station

Chafing
station

Shrimp Cocktail
Clams Oreganata
Mussels Posillipo
Fried Calamari
Smoked Salmon
Roasted Red Snapper

Beef Bourgignonne
Broccoli Rabe w/Sausage
Eggplant Rollatini
Arroz con gandules
Pollo Asado
Veal & Peppers
Braciolette Di Maiale
Chicken Cacciatore
Ropa Vieja

 Assorted Pastas Choices

1703 Bronxdale Avenue

Choice Of: 

Dinner

Premium Liquors served throughout affair.
Bottled Red and White wine at each table.

Openbar 1/2 Price
for children
age 5 of 12

 

FREE
for children

4 years and under

Easter Sundaytraditiontradition

for the children

from the Easter Bunnyfor the children

from the Easter Bunny
FREE GIFTSFREE GIFTS

+10% gratuities, sales tax included.

$5000

per personper person$5000

Pasta: 

Salad: 

Maestro’s Caterer’s

Wok
STATION

Array of Chinese
Cuisine

VALET
PARKING

INCLUDED

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR RESERVATION

Easter Family Tradition at:

Sunday, April 5, 2015 -12noon-5pm

Dinner

Open Bar, Premium Liquor Served Throughout Affair
Eastwood Dessert Served At Your Table

3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY
Reservations: 718-654-4200

One Hour Cocktail Reception - Four Hours Dining & Dancing
Featuring: 

Alive ‘N’ Kickin Orchestra & Show
Carving Station • Seafood Station • Pasta Station • Chafing
Station • Antipasto Station • Fresh Fruit & Cheese Display

Choice Of:

Rigatoni Ala Vodka • Tuscany Salad
Prime Rib of Beef • Chicken Rollatini
Salmon Oreganata • Roast Leg of Lamb w/Mint Jelly 
Mixed Vegetables  • Baked Stuffed Potato
Eastwood Dessert served at your table

FREE GIFTS

For the children
from the 

Easter Bunnies

$50
per person

plus 10% gratuity
sales tax included

1/2 Price For

Children Under

the age of 12
Deluxe Cocktail Hour:

No Charge for

Children under 5

years of age
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Universal pre-kindergar-

ten is available for all Bronx-
ites and all New Yorkers, and 
some parents in the borough’s 
outlying areas are breathing a 
sigh of relief that seats are be-
ing included in their commu-
nities. 

After expanding UPK 
again this year, Mayor de Bla-
sio’s offi ce reported that 3,785 
applications were available 
for borough kids who are four 
on the fi rst day they were ac-
cepted. 

Applications to the pro-
grams are being taken un-
til Friday, April 24, and are 
not done on a fi rst come, fi rst 
serve basis. 

 The programs are run at 
locations borough-wide. In 
some of the borough’s more 
remote corners, including 
Woodlawn, and especially on 
geographically isolated City 
Island, there was jubilation 
from local civic leaders after 
the list of available programs 
included those run in their 
community. 

This development comes 
after advocacy from elected of-
fi cials, including Senator Jeff 

UPK programs come to City Island, Woodlawn
Klein and Councilman James 
Vacca, for programs on City 
Island and Woodlawn. 

In City Island’s case, Coun-
cilman Vacca said that he has 
worked for the past one and a 
half years to get a public pre-
k program on the island, and 
that this expansion was neces-
sary for parents there for lo-
gistical purposes. 

“I think many parents 
would have found it impos-
sible (to transport their kids), 
and that would have meant 
that some children would not 
have enjoyed the benefi ts of 
pre-k,” he said, noting the geo-
graphic isolation of the island 
made alternatives more diffi -
cult. 

On the island, recent Wil-
liamsburg, Brooklyn trans-
plant Beverly Jones was 
thrilled that her three-year-
old son would be able to go to 
school with children in his 
community for an extra year. 

“One of the things that 
drew us to City Island was 
that it was a close knit for com-
munity with great educational 
options,” she said, adding “We 
are just happy that the oppor-
tunity to be part of a educa-

tional community is available 
for nine or ten years.”

If a pre-k program was not 
available on the island, she 
would either have to go off the 
island or pay to send her son to 
day-care, which can be costly, 
she said. 

The City Island Civic As-
sociation had advocated for a 
UPK program on the island. 
The organization’s vice-pres-
ident Barbara Dolensek said 
that the its corresponding 
secretary, John Doyle, led the 
civic’s advocacy efforts. The 
island program will be known 
as the Holy Rosary Early 
Childhood at St. Mary Star of 
the Sea, and should contain 
about 30 seats, sources said. 

Doyle said that he thought 
many people in the seaside 
community would appreciate 
the former school building 
being returned to its original 
use, whether or not they have 
children. For parents, the new 
seats can potentially save 
tens of thousands of dollars in 
child-care costs, he said. 

“We are city residents like 
anyone else and we are en-
titled to the same services as 
any other city resident,” said 

Doyle, adding that it was nec-
essary to keep raising aware-
ness on this because the island 
has a relatively low population 
and is sometimes overlooked. 

On the legislative front, 
Senator Klein helped Mayor 
de Blasio pass the state law 
guaranteeing pre-k, a spoke-
woman said. She added that 
Klein advocated to for both 
the City Island program and 
one at St. Barnabas in Wood-
lawn that got approval to oper-
ate as well. 

“By ensuring our young-
est students have access to a 

high-quality education, we 
are investing in a brighter fu-
ture for all New Yorkers,” said 
Klein, adding “I commend 
the City Island Civic Asso-
ciation, Archdiocese of New 
York, Women of Woodlawn, 
the Woodlawn Taxpayers and 
countless parents and teach-
ers whose tireless advocacy 
efforts helped push this issue 
forward.”

To register for UPK, visit 
that: http://schools.nyc.gov/
ChoicesEnrollment/PreK/de-
fault.htm. 

The former St. Mary Star of the Sea parish school  will see its classrooms 
fi lled again with pre-k students. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462 www.giordanosbigg.com

 CHECK US OUT.
FULL LINE OF MEAT, 
SEAFOOD AND DELI.

COME IN AND HAVE A 
FREE CUP OF COFFEE

ALL MEATS
CUSTOM CUT

YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY
ON PURCHACES OVER $50

NEW AT BIG G

HEALTHY DELI COLD CUTS
LOW IN SALT, FAT, CARBS & CHOLESTEROL

7 DAYS
A WEEK

PRIME RIB OF BEEF

FRESH BRISKETS

FILET MIGNON

PRIME ROAST BEEF

  PORK ROASTS

FRENCH PORK ROAST

HOME MADE
ITALIAN
SAUSAGE

IMPORTED BONLESS

LEG OF LAMB

FRENCH RACK
OF LAMB

LOIN LAMB CHOPS
DOMESTIC

LEG OF LAMB
BONED

SEASONED
TIED

HOME MADE STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST

JUMBO COOKED COCKTAIL SHRIMP
JUMBO SCALLOPS
JUMBO KING CRAB
JUMBO SHRIMP

1/2 lb Honey Turkey

1/2 lb Roast Beef

1/2 lb Honey Ham

$1299

1/2 lb Baked Ham

1/2 lb Bologna

1/2 lb Cooked Salami

1/2 lb Buffalo Chicken

$1299

PLEASE ORDER 
YOUR HOLIDAY 
NEEDS EARLY
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Mamma F

Beautiful Harbor Views

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW FOR:

PALM
SUNDAY

EASTER
SUNDAY

REGULAR MENU AVAILABLE

Open 7 Days

Plenty of
FREE Parking

Communion
Confi rmation

Graduation Parties
And All

Special Events

Call For Special
Party Rates

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A lifelong City Island resi-

dent and restaurant manager 
passed away after a tragic ac-
cident.

On Monday, March 9, Janet 
Hickey, a ‘clamdigger,’ died 
after being removed from life 
support following an ambu-
lance accident, one day short 
of her 61st birthday. 

Hickey was born on March 
10, 1955, and lived on Fordham 
Street for the fi rst 11 years of 
her life before moving to Dit-
mars Street. She  attended St. 
Mary Star of the Sea School 
and St. Helena’s High School. 

One of Janet’s passions 
that began in her adolescence 
was caring for horses, which 
she fulfi lled at the Pelham 
Bit Horse Riding Academy. At 
Pelham Bit Janet learned to 
become a professional eques-
trian.

Hickey also had a strong 
passion for her community 
that she had connected with 
and grown to love for so many 
years. 

Lifelong City Island resident 
dies after tragic transport crash

She was an active member 
of the City Island Civic Associ-
ation and devoted many years 
at different restaurants on 
City Island, including work-
ing as manager for both the 
Lobster Box and Artie’s Steak 
and Seafood.

On Wednesday, March 4, 
Hickey, who had just under-
gone successful brain surgery 
where 99% of a benign brain 
tumor behind her ear was re-
moved, was being transported 
from New York-Presbyterian 
Hospital in Manhattan to 
Phelps Memorial Hospital in 
Sleepy Hollow. 

There, she was scheduled 
to spend a week in rehabilita-
tion to recover from the sur-
gery and regain her walking 
skills.

While being transported 
in a Senior Care Ambulance, 
driven by 19-year old Jamal 
Jackson, accompanied by 55-
year old EMT Ronald Lewis, 
the vehicle crashed into a util-
ity pole on Route 9 in Sleepy 
Hollow. 

Hickey, who allegedly was 
not properly strapped to the 
stretcher inside the ambu-
lance, according to sources, 
suffered life-threatening in-
juries, including severe head 
and neck trauma and spine 
fractures. 

She was declared brain 
dead after the crash. Both 
Jackson and Lewis suffered 
minor injuries.

The accident remains un-
der investigation by both the 
NYPD and Senior Care EMS, 
both of which could not be 
reached for comment. 

“My staff was very sad-
dened by this tragic news,” 
said Spiros Chagares, owner 
of Artie’s Steak & Seafood. 
“However, they are honoring 
her by continuing to work as 
diligently as they did before, 
just as she would have wanted 
them to.”

Chagares added that 
Hickey always put her com-
munity and customers fi rst, 
making sure they had the best 
possible service. 

Many of her former cus-
tomers came to Artie’s on Fri-
day, March 13 and Saturday, 
March 14 to lend their support 
and give their condolences 
during this extremely diffi -
cult time.

“These customers were 
and still are terribly upset 
over Hickey’s passing,” Spiros 
said. “This is a loss for the en-
tire City Island community. 
She was taken way too soon.”

A funeral Mass service 

for Hickey was held at the St. 
Mary Star of the Sea Church 
on Friday, March 20. 

She will be laid to rest next 
to her parents in Pelham Cem-
etery on City Island at a later 
date. Hickey is survived by 
her husband, John, her niece 
Jocelyn and her siblings. 

Family members of Janet 
Hickey did not wish to be in-
terviewed for this story..

Additional reporting con-
tributed by Robert Wirsing.

Janet Hickey, known as a City Island ‘Clamdigger’, always put her com-
munity and customers fi rst, according to her former co-workers. 
 Photo courtesy of Ron Terner, owner of Focal Point Gallery
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 Choose One                                                                                                         

Seasoned Fried Calamari
served with marinara sauce 

Sliced Tomato and Mozzarella
with frantoiano olives& roasted red peppers                                                                                     

Zucchini Sticks
served with marinara sauce                               

Popcorn Shrimp
served with tartar sauce                                                                                                                                            

Baked Clams Oreganata                                                                                           
chopped clams mixed with seasoned breadcrumbs                                                                                                                 

Golden Fried Chicken Fingers                                                                                        
served with a honey mustard sauce                                                                                                           

Potato Skins Topped with Bacon & Cheddar                                                                                         
served with sour cream

       Choose One                                                                                                                            

Mixed Greens Salad with choice of dressing                                                                                                       
or Soup D’Jour                                                           

        Choose One                                             

Succulent Roast Leg of American Lamb                                                                                    
served with lamb gravy                                                                                                                                      

10 oz. Fillet Mignon ( add $5)                                                                                                                                 
served with a mushroom demi glaze                                                                                                                              

Roast Prime Rib of  Angus Beef  (add $5)                                                                                                                  
slow roasted & served with Au jus                                                                                                      

Chicken Franchise                                                                                                                                    
lightly battered & sautéed fi let of chicken with a lemon butter sauce                                                           

Stuffed Filet of Sole                                                                                                                               
seasoned crabmeat wrapped around teder fi lets of sole 

with a light lemon butter sauce                                                                                  
Pistachio Crusted Salmon                                                                                                               

served with a Dijon mustard cream sauce                                                                                                  

Chicken Cordon Bleu
Breaded chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese and served with

a light cream pan gravy

All above Entrees are served with a choice  of 
potato and creamed spinach and turnips                                                           

Seafood Penne
shrimp, scallops, & sundried tomatoes in a mushroom cream sauce                                                                                 

Choose One                                                                                              
Carrot Cake, Bread Pudding, New York Cheesecake 

Easter Sunday
    Dinner Menu

includes appetizer, salad, 
entrée, dessert, tea/coffee

$34
Mozzarella Sticks with fries 

Chicken Fingers with fries

Mini Sliders with fries

Mini Lamb Dinner
with mashed potato, turnips and lamb gravy

Pasta with butter or marinara sauce

Choice of Chocolate or Vanilla Ice-Cream
Unlimited Soda/Juice or Milk
        

$995

This Menu Is Available A La Carte

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
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THE
 Greek American INSTITUTE

A MULTI-CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT

OVER 100 YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

IN A NURTURING PRIVATE SCHOOL SETTING

Invites You To visit our

RISING STARS program
This is open to children three to four years old. 

The curriculum includes story time, dramatic play,

painting, exercise, breakfast/lunch.

BE A PART OF OUR NURTURING,
CARING AND INTERACTIVE COMMUNITY.

Please call to schedule an appointment.

BY ROBERT WIRSING
For more than three decades, one 

non-profi t organization has made its 
primary objective to build better lives 
for veterans returning from combat. 

The Jericho Project Veterans Initia-
tive provides secure housing and com-
prehensive services to New York City 
veterans through its seven residences 
in Harlem and the Bronx and its ad-
ditional network of supportive apart-
ments. 

Jericho’s trademark is comprehen-
sive counseling which enables residents 
to gain employment, maintain their so-
briety, and reunite with families.

The non-profi t has two such resi-
dences located in our borough. They are 
known as Fordham Village and Kings-
bridge Terrace.

Located at 355 E. 194th Street, Ford-
ham Village opened in 2011 and features 
56 studio units.   

In 2012, Jericho completed Kings-
bridge Terrace, the second of its LEED-
certifi ed veterans residences in the bor-
ough serving 165 former service men 
and women from all eras of combat.

Both aid in establishing a sense of 
community through exquisitely de-
signed and furnished studio apart-
ments, community and computer 
rooms, gyms and gardens. 

These locations provide veterans 
access to specifi c counseling, educa-

Veterans residences deployed to the Bronx
tion and employment as well as reunit-
ing them with their relatives. Jericho’s 
housing and extended services cost 
$12,000 per person annually.

According to Tori Lyon, Jericho Proj-
ect executive director and its Veterans 
Initiative 2006 architect, another Bronx 
veterans and young adults residence 
is planned for 2065 Walton Avenue and 
construction will begin this spring. She 
added Jericho has been working closely 
with the Walton Avenue community 
and believes the new 90-unit residence 
will benefi t the area. 

Last year, the Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation presented Jer-
icho Project with the Bank of America 
Neighborhood Builders Award which 
provides $200,000 in fl exible funding 
supporting leadership training for high 
performing non-profi ts and their execu-
tives.

“New York City has made strong in-
roads reducing veteran homelessness 
over the past year,” Jeff Barker, NYC 
Bank of America president said. “With 
this funding and leadership training, 
Jericho Project is poised to make an 
even greater impact in its efforts to 
combat homelessness among veterans 
by assisting those at-risk before they 
lose their homes.”

Through expert program specialists 
and case managers’ support, 95% of Jer-
icho Project residents sustain housing 

stability and 90% with substance abuse 
disorders have remained sober com-
pared to 40 to 60% nationally.

“The earlier that we can reach at-
risk veterans with the stability of hous-
ing and the tools to secure employment, 
the more promising their future will 
be,” Lyon explained. “We are grateful 
to Bank of America for their invaluable 
leadership training and fi nancial sup-
port. Together, we can end homeless-
ness at its roots.”

For 32 years, this nationally ac-
claimed organization has sought to end 

homelessness by establishing a goal-
centric community motivating people 
to achieve their greatest potential. 

Since then, Jericho Project has aided 
thousands of homeless and at-risk New 
Yorkers and today assists 1,600 adults 
and families including 550 veterans.

Jericho’s Veterans Supportive 
Apartment program, in partnership 
with James J. Peters VA Medical Cen-
ter, supplies housing placement and ex-
tensive care management services for 
veterans and their families in all fi ve 
boroughs.

Fordham Village Veterans Community. Photo courtesy of Jericho Project
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HOLY ROSARY SCHOOL

NOW Accepting Applications for Enrollment!

Holy Rosary School FREE PRE-K For All 
Will be held at TWO Locations

1500 Arnow Ave AND on City Island
Both for September  2015

Openings available for Grades
Pre-K 3 through 8 At 1500 Arnow Ave

COME VISIT OUR NEWLY RENOVATED and
UPDATED BULDING in LATE SPRING!

HOLY RSOARY SCHOOL
1500 Arnow Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718.652.1838

and 580 Minneford Ave 
City Island 

DURING RENOVATIONS

Applications/testing and information
available every day during renovations at

City Island or
Holy Rosary Church Hall 

Visit us on the web

www.holyrosaryschoolbronx.org
Click on prospective families to download 

your application information

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A strategy to reduce the 

number of highway-bound ve-
hicles on Pelham Bay streets 
has been created.

The Pelham Bay Taxpay-
ers and Community Associa-
tion has developed a plan ask-
ing for the removal of signage 
near exit 3E on the north bound 
Hutchinson River Parkway 
that encourages drivers to use 
local residential streets to ac-
cess  Co-op City. 

Additionally, the associa-
tion’s president feels a Bruck-
ner Expressway overpass 
should become a two-way road-
way to ease traffi c fl ow around 
Pelham Bay Station’s Amen-
dola Plaza. 

The organization’s president 
Joe Oddo wrote a letter to the 
city Department of Transpor-
tation on Wednesday, March 18 
stating that the present situa-
tion is “categorically unfair” to 
local residents. 

  “For years, motorists trav-
eling along the Hutchinson 
River Parkway have been in-
structed, via DOT signage, 
to exit on Exit 3E and travel 
through our community as a 
pass-through to Co-op City,” 

Pel Bay leader asks for new traffi c plan 

the letter states, adding “This 
arrangement leaves motorists 
confused, and our residents 
and their parked vehicles are 
vulnerable to high-speed colli-
sions.” 

  All this traffi c on our lo-
cal streets erodes the neighbor-
hood’s quality of life and dam-
ages the local resident’s health, 
he added. 

  The organization believes 
that an exit off the Hutchinson 
River Parkway directly into 

Co-op City might be a solution. 
“Ideally, an exit should be 

created for Co-op City visitors 
and residents to directly ac-
cess their community from the 
Hutchinson River Parkway,” 
stated the letter. “However, we 
will defer to their residents 
about what is the best solution 
for their neighborhood.”

Currently the most com-
mon way to directly access Co-
op City from a  highway is via 
I-95 at the Bartow Avenue/Bay 

Plaza exit, or at a Palmer Av-
enue exit from an  offramp to 
the Hutchinson River Parkway 
from I-95. 

Because of this, said Oddo, 
traffi c often spills onto Pelham 
Bay’s residential streets during 
peak travel times, as motorists 
seek alternate routes around 
the perpetual traffi c jams that 
occur around the junction of 
I-95, Pelham Parkway, and Co-
op City. 

To address this, Oddo be-

lieves the direction of an 
overpass at the very end of 
Westchester Avenue should 
be made two-ways, in order 
to allow traffi c that does pass 
through a more direct way to 
an I-95 onramp headed north. 

By changing the Wilkinson 
Avenue-Bruckner Expressway 
overpass to two-way traffi c, 
the traffi c that intends on go-
ing southbound can avoid the 
Amendola Plaza bottleneck, he 
said.

Oddo added that municipal 
parking or new metered park-
ing would address commuter 
parking needs.

Community Board 10 vice-
chairman John Marano said 
that the change to two-way for 
the Wilkinson Avenue over-
pass would be useful for local 
residents seeking to access ex-
pressways and bridges. He said 
he will likely recommend that 
the board take up the issue of 
traffi c in Pelham Bay.  

A Department of Transpor-
tation spokesman did not of-
fer a comment on the letter be-
cause he said that the agency 
had not yet received a copy of 
it, as of press time. 

This illustrated map highlights some of the traffi c changes being proposed by the Pelham Bay Taxpayers. 
 Photo courtesy of John Doyle
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CAREER INFORMATION SEMINARS
SATURDAY,  MAY 2*, 10:30 AM
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 13, 6:30 PM
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PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS IN:

Find out about Financial Assistance available**
** depending upon eligibility.

INVEST IN YOURSELF 

For more information, please call Lehman College Continuing Education at
"�#$%&�$#������������'''(�����	(���)
�

� Home Health Aide
���������	�
�����������������
����
� EKG/Phlebotomy, Nurse Technician
� Dental Assistant
� Pharmacy Technician
���������	�����������	�������������
� Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Counseling
������	�������������

� Business Bookkeeping
� Personal Financial Planning
� Small Business/ Entrepreneurship
� IRS Enrolled Agent
� Microsoft Specialist
���������������	���������
� A+ Computer Technician
� Graphics & Web Design

FRIDAY,  MAY 8, 10:30 AM
HEALTH CAREERS INFORMATION SEMINAR 

���+-./��	�+�	
������4����������������5��	��+�	
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* MEET +79�;<=.�>�?==.�@B?-<;B/��<G5<B��>�@-��=<�+B���COORDINATOR!

LEARN ABOUT HIGH-GROWTH CAREERS
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Temple Hatikvah mourns passing of Rabbi Hertzberg

RABBI HARRY HERTZBERG

BY JAN SCHWARTZ
 Community advocate, Bronx at-

torney, and spiritual leader of Tem-
ple Hatikva, Rabbi Harry Hertzberg 
passed away on March 16, at the age 
of 62. 

    Hertzberg began his lifelong de-
votion to improving the lives of oth-
ers in his teen years when he founded 
the Environment Action Commit-
tee of Co-op City, successfully lead-
ing the fi ght to close the Pelham Bay 
landfi ll in 1978, serving as chair from 
1969 to 1986. He also was one of the 
founders of Services for Youth, for 
which he was the executive director 
from 1970 through 1994. He served as 
chief-of-staff for Assemblyman Alan 
Hochberg throughout his terms, 
from 1970 to 1976. Subsequently he 
went to Brooklyn Law School, where 
he graduated in 1980. 

He worked throughout his 20s as 
a youth services director in several 
synagogues, including the Commu-
nity Center of Israel in the Pelham 
Parkway area and Howard Beach 
Jewish Center. In 1989 he began to 
practice as an attorney, and in 1993 
he established his practice at 1526 
Williamsbridge Road. At the same 
time, he was the pro bono attorney for 
ARC XVI Fort Washington Inc., keep-
ing his hand in the non-profi t world, 
this time supporting seniors.  In 1998 
he also became pro bono attorney for 

the Ranachqua Foundation, an orga-
nization supporting boy scouts of the 
Bronx.  He joined its board of direc-
tors the following year, serving until 
the time of his death.    

Producer, correspondent and chief 
restaurant critic for WVOX-AM and 
WRTN-FM radio stations from 1972 
to 1983, he returned to the micro-
phone at WVOX-AM, in 2012, as host 
of ‘The Bronx Report,’ a weekly half-
hour interview show highlighting 
good things happening in the Bronx. 
He also reentered the political arena 
that year, becoming legal counsel to 
the Liberty Democratic Association 
of the 80th Assembly District.

A frequent visitor to Israel, Rabbi 
Harry made a special trip there in 
the summer of 2006. His purpose was 
to visit soldiers from the Israeli De-
fense Forces hospitalized after the 
second Lebanon War to thank the 
soldiers for their heroism and cour-
age, bringing with him donated gifts 
he had solicited from local New York 
City businesses.

While continuing his law prac-
tice, he eventually pursued a life-
long dream and was ordained a rabbi 
in 2005.  A strong believer in the im-
portance of keeping a house of prayer 
to service the religious needs of dis-
enfranchised and unaffi liated Jew-
ish residents of the Pelham Parkway 
area and surrounding communities, 

Rabbi Hertzberg founded and led 
the development of Temple Hatikva, 
serving pro bono, when the Commu-
nity Center of Israel closed its doors 
in 2010.

While originally holding services 
in the former CCI building, Temple 
Hatikva relocated last year.  Its ser-
vices, events and adult education ses-
sions are now held in Bronx House, 
at 990 Pelham Parkway South.’Rabbi 
Harry’ stated on the temple’s website 
“that Judaism is an all-inclusive re-
ligion” and Temple Hatikva “strives 
to service all those that desire a con-
nection with Judaism.”

His dedication to keeping ‘Yid-
dishkeit’ in the area was evidenced 
by his insistence that membership 
dues be kept low and that there would 
never be a charge for attending High 
Holiday services. His staunch sup-
port of Israel, sense of humor, pas-
sionate sermons, fl air for publicity, 
and unusual themes and varied ac-
tivities attracted a growing congre-
gation of which he was very proud.

Cantor Kyle Cherry said, “Rabbi 
Harry was a strong force in build-
ing our Temple Hatikva congrega-
tion from the ground up.  He will be 
greatly missed. His dedication will 
inspire us to continue serving the 
community with monthly services 
and innovative programs, with the 
same spirit he showed us. ”

In 1980, he married Fern Gold-
stein. In 1990, they adopted Anna. 
Harry remarried in 2002, to Sandra 
Tenzer,, adding a step-daughter, Al-
yssa Tucker, into his circle. That 
same year he was blessed with grand-
daughter, Lili Belle Hertzberg. It was 
always important to him that he be 
surrounded by his family at special 
occasions.

Hertzberg was also a proud grad-
uate of the Bronx High School of 
Science and Queens College and a 
staunch supporter of Israel and Ju-
daism.

But some Albany and City Hall politicians, like Mayor Bill de Blasio, want to turn back the clock to old policies that failed in 
the past. They want stricter rent laws, and they want to freeze rents while raising property taxes and water and sewer rates. 

That would push affordable housing right back into the 1970’s and 80’s. We need to move forward, not backwards.

IT’S TIME FOR NEW 
SOLUTIONS TO AN 

OLD PROBLEM.

This is what happens when the 25,000 landlords of  1 million rent-stabilized apartments have the financial resources to make 
repairs and improvements. They re-invest the rent in their buildings and our neighborhoods. They provide work to small 

businesses and jobs to local residents – and, most importantly, they preserve existing affordable housing.
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ATTENTION JOB SEEKERS
New York State Senator Jeff Klein &
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce

Invite You to the

�e�ti���tion ��i�
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	��� ��i� �th

4:00PM - 7:00PM
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��on� ��I���$� P�o���� to �tten	�
This event is co-sponsored by:

To RSVP or for more information please contact 
Senator Klein’s Office at (718)822-2049.

Come hear our exciting guest speakers and sign up for a 
FREE certification of your choice!

H.I.R.E.
BRONX

HELP IDENTIFY REAL EMPLOYMENT
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LEHMAN COLLEGE: Where Adults Succeed!

■   BACHELOR’S DEGREES
     Over 50 majors or design your own
■   MASTER OF ARTS IN LIBERAL STUDIES
     �ocused on your s�eci�c interest
■   RN to BS ONLINE
     RN’s with an Associate’s Degree & NY License Should Apply!

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: MARCH/APRIL
call: 718-960-8666

email: adult.degree@lehman.cuny.edu
or visit Lehman Campus, Carman Hall 128

for schedule of sessions and to register to attend.

Bachelor’s & Master’s Degrees to Enhance Your Career 

CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING
PERSONALIZED ADVISING

AFFORDABLE TUITION

CLASSES OFFERED DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND ONLINE

www.lehman.cuny/adultdegree

ADULT DEGREE PROGRAM

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A  corner development site in the 

west Bronx has been sold.
On Wednesday, March 18, Cush-

man & Wakefield, formerly known as 
Massey Knakal, announced that the 
site is approximately 19,811 square 
feet, located at 150 Van Cortlandt 
Avenue East near St. George’s Cres-
cent, was sold in an all-cash transac-
tion for $6.8 million.

The property was purchased by 
Westchester-based developer Stagg 
Group, who are reportedly planning 
to build a residential building with 
259 units. 

About half of these units will be 
reserved for low-income residents 
whose income is below 57% of the 
area median income, which will 
create a Low Income Housing Tax 
Credit for the building’s new owner. 

There will also be 20,000 square 
feet of parking is proposed. A green 
roof, encouraging environmental 
growth, has also been proposed.

This site offers approximately 
142,639 buildable square feet, with 
the price of the sale equating to about 
$48 per buildable square foot. The 
site, currently an operating service 
station, was once a gasoline station. 

Cushman & Wakefi eld 
sell W. Bronx housing site

All underground gasoline tanks were 
removed in February 1997. 

The property has also previously 
underwent both phases of environ-
mental assessments and remedia-
tion.

The site is also located within a 
close proximity to main thorough-
fares in the west Bronx, such as 
Mosholu Parkway and Grand Con-
course, and is walking distance to 
Van Cortlandt Park, the Mosholu 
Parkway Greenway, Lehman Col-
lege, Bronx High School of Science 
and DeWitt Clinton High School. 

The property is also near public 
transportation as well - located just 
six blocks from the 4 and D trains at 
the Bedford Park station. The area 
is also serviced by several express 
and local bus lines.

“This site has it all - location, 
scale and great access to parks and 
transportation,” said Karl Brum-
back, Cushman & Wakefield’s execu-
tive director, who exclussively han-
dled the transaction. “The Bronx 
development market continues to 
strengthen as market-rate develop-
ers take a close look at the borough 
while land values elsewhere are tri-
ple the cost.”

Stagg Group purchased this development site on 150 Van Cortlandt Avenue East for about 
$7 million. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 27-APRIL 2, 2015 35  BTR

LOSE 20–40 LBS.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS
LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 20–40 LBS.  
LIGHTER LOSE ½ LB. PER DAY.

Lose weight and start looking and feeling as 
beautiful as you are...
BECAUSE OF OUR TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 
Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how would you like 
to lose 30 or more pounds, have 
more energy, feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks of diabetes 
and heart disease and regain 
your health all in next 40 days.

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Visit and see a portion of fresh start HCG video at our website, GOTHAIRLLC.COM

Dr. Albert Graziosa has 
been certified with the 
fresh start hCG diet and 
has led many patients 
to live more happy and 
healthy lives.

BEFORE AFTER

3611A East Tremont Ave. 

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Clean Start hCG Weight Loss Program
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On March 4, Victor Cruz, Cicely Tyson 
and Kenneth Cole honored fi ve New York 
high school seniors who have overcome 
extraordinary hardships to achieve aca-
demic success. The Children’s Defense 
Fund-New York’s 2015 Beat the Odds 
Awards Gala was held at The Pierre. The 
students received a $10,000 college schol-
arship, in addition to academic support and 
training in leadership development.

WCBS-TV anchor Maurice DuBois 
and styleWorks founder Malaak Compton-
Rock co-hosted the event. The gala also 
saluted four child advocates: Cruz, the 
wide receiver for the New York Giants; Ron 
Blaylock, managing partner for GenNx360 
Capital Partners; Stephen Sadove, chair-
man of TRAUB Accelerator and former 
CEO of Saks, Inc.; and Chris Nee, creator 
of the hit Disney Junior television show, 
Doc McStuffi ns.

 This year’s Beat the Odds scholarship 
recipient, who hail from the Bronx, was Tif-
fany Rivera (Aquinas High School) – Af-
ter witnessing domestic abuse then living 
in poverty with her single mother and sib-
lings, Tiffany excels in school, volunteers at 
the Hospital for Special Surgery, and plans 
to major in fi nance or accounting.

* * *
Lehman College is offering students 

an academic “guarantee.” And if students 
agree to the conditions, they’ll be able to 
enroll in an innovative degree program that 
is the fi rst of its kind at any CUNY institu-
tion.

It’s the college’s new Fast 4 Business 
program, launched this semester and offer-
ing a bachelors degree in business admin-
istration (BBA) to both full-time and part-
time students committed to completing 30 
credit hours per year. This pilot program’s 
goal is to signifi cantly increase the num-
ber of fi rst-generation and nontraditional 
students earning college degrees. The 
American Council on Education chose just 
nine schools nationally to participate in its 
Change and Innovation Lab (CIL) project, 
fi rst announced in 2014.

Lehman’s BBA degree program was 
selected for the pilot program because it is 
the school’s largest and most popular ma-
jor. Mercy College is the only other school 
in New York State participating in the pilot.

Students have the fl exibility of begin-
ning studies in the spring, summer or fall.  
The fi rst Fast Four class has seven stu-
dents this spring--and the goal is to expand 
in upcoming semesters.

Lehman’s degree “guarantee” comes 
with a set of requirements that students 
must fulfi ll to receive a diploma. Dean 
Hurley said that fulfi lling those standards 
allows students access to academic op-
portunities such as special major advis-
ing, priority registration into required ma-
jor courses, textbook vouchers and mass 
transit discounts.

Fast 4 student requirements include 
meetings with academic major advisors to 
review and choose from curriculum map 
options. They must also maintain a mini-
mum 2.7 GPA in the fi rst four required BBA 
courses, complete the required courses 
and maintain good academic standing. 
They are required to meet fi nancial assis-
tance deadlines and submit a graduate ap-
plication. Additionally, they need to submit 
the Fast 4 business program “guarantee” to 
their academic advisors for approval.

Lehman was chosen to participate in 
the pilot program based on its rich history 

of serving nontraditional learners and its 
commitment to using technology and data 
to improve graduation rates.

* * *
Debra Sloan of P.S. 306 in Morris 

Heights was recently awarded the Bronx 
Outreach Partner of the Year award at 
the 2015 Fresh Air Fund Agency Part-
ner Kick Off Meeting. The Fresh Air Fund 
highlighted the most outstanding commu-
nity outreach partners for their dedicated 
support of The Fresh Air Fund’s summer 
programs. These men and women make 
it possible for the dreams of thousands of 
New York City children to become a real-
ity and enjoy a free summer experience in 
the country.

Debra Sloan deserves this award be-
cause her hard work, creativity and com-
mitment lead PS 306’s efforts to recruit as 
many children as possible for The Fresh Air 
Fund’s free summer programs in 2014.

To fi nd out where to register your child, 
call The Fresh Air Fund at 800-367-0003 
or visit The Fresh Air Fund online at www.
freshair.org.

* * *
Project Sunshine celebrates National 

Volunteer Month in April by recognizing its 
dedicated corps of volunteers who bring 
free recreational, educational and social 
programming to hospitalized children in 
New York City, across the United States 
and internationally. The nonprofi t organiza-
tion will host volunteer appreciation events 
at Project Sunshine locations in the Bronx 
to show its gratitude to the individuals who 
bring sunshine into the lives of children fac-
ing medical challenges and their families.

 Project Sunshine volunteers in the 
Bronx serve children at the Jacobi Medi-
cal Center, The Children’s Hospital at Mon-
tefi ore, Lincoln Medical and Mental Health 
Center and Montefi ore Medical Center-
Weiler Division Hospital.

April also marks Project Sunshine 
Month, a special month of service to raise 
awareness and support for the organiza-
tion through a series of events and pro-
grams.  New York City will show its support 
for Project Sunshine with proclamations 
from New York Governor Andrew Cuomo 
and New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio de-
claring April 21– April 28, 2015 as Project 
Sunshine Week.

 Project Sunshine Week will conclude 
on Tuesday, April 28, with the charity’s 12th 
Annual Benefi t Celebration, “Heart of Gold” 
at the Waldorf Astoria. At the event, model 
Damaris Lewis will receive the “Project 
Sunshine Ambassador Award.” Cat Green-
leaf of WNBC-TV will be the Master of Cer-
emony for the evening, which will celebrate 
the volunteers, young patients and families 
of Project Sunshine.

* * *
Calvary Hospital invites mental health 

professionals and those in education, who 
work with children and teens, to its “Men-
tors Through Mourning” Program.

Now in its 13th year, this training course 
is offered in both our Bronx and Brooklyn 
facilities. The fee is $50.00 per session for 
mental health clinicians or funeral direc-
tors.

For graduate students or school pro-
fessionals who are interested in serving as 
resources and guides for grieving children 
and teens within the school setting, this 
program is offered free of charge as a com-
munity service.

This four week program will meet 

Wednesdays from 4:30-6: p.m: May 6 
“When Death Impacts the Classroom”; 
May 13 “Reintegrating Children with a Life 
Threatening Illness into the Classroom”; 
May 20 “Special Needs of Traumatized 
Bereaved Children and Adolescents”; and 
May 27 “Interventions, Experiential Work-
shop and Self Care/”

Each class will be taught by an experi-
enced bereavement counselor

Calvary Hospital is located at 1740 
Eastchester Road/ If you have questions or 
would like to register, email Ms. Walesca 
Marmolejos at wmarmolejos@calvaryhos-
pital.org or call either Lynne Marie at (718) 
518-2173 or Wally at (718) 518-2370.

Pre-registration is strongly recom-
mended, however walk-ins will be wel-
come.

* * *
The Bronx Council on the Arts has 

awarded $83,900 to 25 grantees of the 
BCA Community Arts Grant (CAG) and Art-
ists for Community Grant (AFC). A celebra-
tion and check presentation of this year’s 
grantees and their community projects will 
take place Wednesday, April 8th at Long-
wood Art Gallery @ Hostos. The celebra-
tion will begin at 5:30 p.m. and will include 
representatives of recipient organizations, 
artists, local legislators, the New York State 
Council on the Arts (NYSCA) and members 
of BCA’s Board of Directors. The gallery is 
located on the campus of Hostos Commu-
nity College at 450 Grand Concourse at 
149th Street in the Mott Haven section of 
the Bronx.

CAG is open to Bronx-based artists and 
nonprofi t organizations. BCA’s Community 
Arts Grant is made possible by the New 
York State Council on the Arts. 

The BCA Artists for Community Grant 
(AFC) is a competitive arts grant program. 
The goals of the program are to provide 
funding for artists to create new work in 
2015; to expand the scope of local arts ac-
tivity and the participation of professional 
artists in communities across the Bronx 
and to highlight the role of the artist as a 
community resource. A maximum of four 
individuals are selected each year.

BCA’s 2015 Community Arts Grant Re-
cipients will Fund 21 Projects.

Barbara Purdy for A Concert Series For 
Seniors; Bronx Club of the National Asso-
ciation of Negro Business & Professional 
Women’s Clubs, Inc. for “I Don’t Owe You 
Nothing”; Bronx River Alliance, Inc. for The 
Amazing Bronx River Flotilla and Fish Fes-
tival; BronxWorks, Inc. for The Rhythm of 
Life: Capoeira Dance & Drum for Seniors 
and Profi les in Courage:Seniors Self-Por-
trait Project; City Island Historical Society 
for Pelham Bay Park: Photography Contest; 
di.vi.sion Arts and Education for di.vi.sion@
mediator Classical Music Series; Friends 
of Pelham Bay Park for The Bronx Native 
American Festival; Guy Gonzales for Global 
Gupit Gupit: Endangered Species; Hope of 
Israel Senior Citizens Center, Inc. for Po-
etry Workshop; Literary Freedom Project 
for Bronx Literary Festival; Michele Brody 
for CommuniTea with Poetry; Millennium 
Dance Company for Annual Recital; New 
Settlement Apartments for Project V.I.P. 
(Voice, Identity, Power) for Girls; Pepatian 
for Pepatian Bronx Artist Spotlight, Spring 
2015; Riverdale Community Center, Inc. for 
RCC Teen Theater; Riverdale YM-YWHA 
for New Works Project; The Bengali Cre-
ative Collective for Bangladesh--A Photog-
raphy Exhibition; The Bronx Concert Sing-

ers, Inc. for Bronx Concert Singers 34th 
Concert Season; Van Cortlandt Park Con-
servancy for Barefoot Dancing; Woodlawn 
Conservancy for Jazz Appreciation Month 
at Woodlawn; and Woodlawn Heights Tax-
payers and Community Association, Inc. 
for Art in the Park Adventure. 

BCA’s 2015 Artists for Community Re-
cipients will fund 4 projects.

Jessica Danser for JD/dansfolk Summer 
Dance Intensive; Nicolas Dumit Estevez 
for P.S. (a participatory, movement-based 
performance); Orlando Ferrand-Rodriguez 
for Underneath the Accent of My Skin; and 
Ray Felix, AKA Bronx Heroes, for Bronx 
Heroes Free Comic Book Day

For more information on BCA and its 
entire grant programs, please visit the 
grants pages on BCA’s website at www.
bronxarts.org.

* * *
On Sunday, March 29, Van Cortlandt 

Jewish Center will have a free lecture on 
Passover Secrets, given by Rabbi David 
Borenstein.

VCJC is located at 3880 Sedgwick Av-
enue. The lecture starts at 10 a.m. and 
is preceded by a free bagels and coffee 
breakfast at 9:15 a.m. The fi rst Seder of 
Passover is Friday, April 3,. Also, if you 
have  Chometz to sell, the rabbi will buy it 
right after the lecture or during breakfast.

 For more information call (718) 884-
6105.

* * *
The New York City Department of 

Youth and Community Development will 
host its inaugural Summer Youth Employ-
ment Program (SYEP) citywide workshop 
series from Monday, March 23 through 
Tuesday, April 7. 

 Each workshop will provide attendees 
with valuable information on SYEP eligibil-
ity criteria; will identify citywide SYEP pro-
viders; clarify common misunderstandings 
about the program; and will share informa-
tion on alternative summer opportunities 
and resources available to youth across 
the City. Attendees will also receive a step-
by-step walk through of the SYEP applica-
tion process and will have the opportunity 
to engage in an open question and answer 
session.

SYEP, the nation’s largest summer 
youth employment initiative, provides New 
York City young people between the ages 
of 14 and 24 with up to six weeks of en-
try-level experience at worksites in all fi ve 
boroughs. Participants are selected by lot-
tery for the program, which runs from July 6 
through August 15. DYCD is accepting ap-
plications for the 2015 Summer Youth Em-
ployment Program (SYEP) through Friday, 
April 10.

SYEP participants are compensated for 
their work at thousands of diverse work-
sites, including government agencies, hos-
pitals, summer camps, nonprofi ts, small 
businesses, law fi rms, museums, sports 
enterprises and retail. Last year, more than 
47,000 young New Yorkers were employed 
and nearly 8,500 worksites were devel-
oped in all fi ve boroughs.

Workshops are open to all residents 
of New York City, with a specifi c focus 
on youth and parents of youth between 
the ages of 14-24. Interested individuals 
are encouraged to pre-register at https://
syep2015.eventbrite.com.

Inquiries can be sent to ExtRel@dycd.
nyc.gov. 

Children’s Defense Fund awards scholarships

• Academic Guarantees At Lehman

• Bronx Outreach Partner Of The Year Award

• Project Sunshine’s National Volunteer Month
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1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

Available In Half Trays
and Whole Trays

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

FIND US ON:

Custom Made Hot or Cold 3 - 6 foot Heroes...
All Food Made Fresh On The Premises

Let Us Do The Work For Your Special Occasion!
No Party Too Large!

Appetizers, Sides, Salads, Pastas, Brick Oven Pastas, 
Chicken and Veal Dishes, Eggplant Dishes, Sausage Dish-

es, Seafood Dishes, Desserts...and More...

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
35 Years Serving The Community

Formally of Morris Park

CALL THE SPECIALISTS

Midco Accounting Services Inc.                                                                                                                                  
1075 Central Park Avenue                                                                                                                                           

Apple Bank Plaza, Suite 205                                                                                                                                         
Scarsdale, New York  10583                                                                                                                                         

Tel: 914-723 -8500  Fax: 914-723-8576                                                                                                                      
www.midcotax.com                    

Michael J. Di Costanzo Sr.
Tax Consultant
michael@midcotax.com

Michael J. Di Costanzo Jr., CPA
miked@midcotax.com

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

6th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 30, 2015 - 6pm to 10pm

Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 12, 2015
(718) 260-4595

              Of This Year’s Honorees

Loretta Zaino

Rev. Que English

Nilka Martell

Nancy Biberman

Naomi Pouchie

Wilma Tamayo

Hon. Llinet Rosado

Rhina Valentin

Judy Hutson

Susan O’Hanlon Mendogni

Bharti Kemraj

Eva Yan

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

METRO  CENTER  ATRIUM
718. 828. 0999

Hair Mass age Facials Nails

Coming May 1st

718.828.0999

Visit www.tatianadayspa.com | Find us on Facebook for special discounts
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March is Colorectal Can-
cer Awareness Month, a re-
minder to all New Yorkers 
that the risk of colon cancer 
can be greatly reduced by get-
ting a colonoscopy. In New 
York City, according to the 
New York Citywide Colon 
Cancer Control Coalition (C5), 
which includes the New York 
City Health and Hospitals 
Corporation (HHC), colorectal 
cancer is the second deadliest 
cancer, killing approximately 
1,400 people each year. 

As the Chief of Gastroen-
terology at HHC Lincoln Med-
ical Center in the Bronx for 
the past 12 years, I’ve seen a 
promising trend in colon can-
cer awareness, diagnosis, and 
treatment – but we must push 
to do better.  Colon cancer is 
not the death sentence it once 
was, and survival rates have 
improved dramatically, but 

early detection is vital.  
Ninety percent of colorec-

tal cancers are curable when 
caught in the early stages.  
That is why I strongly urge 
all New Yorkers 50 and older 
to get a colonoscopy once ev-
ery 10 years. Patients with a 
family history of colorectal 
cancer should discuss with 
their physician whether they 
should be screened earlier.

People with colon cancer 
often have no symptoms un-
til the disease has reached 
advanced stages, and by the 
time people experience symp-
toms, treatment can be dif-
ficult or ineffective. Signs of 
colon cancer may include:

including diarrhea, consti-
pation or a change in consis-
tency of stool

in stool
-

comfort, such as cramps, gas 
or pain

does not completely empty af-
ter a bowel movement

As a physician in the Bronx 
serving a diverse population 
of patients, it’s important that 
I point out two additional facts 
about colon cancer: African 
Americans have higher rates 
of colon cancer and mortality 
than any other racial group, 
while Latinos tend to be di-
agnosed in later stages of the 

these points are alarming, we 
are seeing more colon cancer 
awareness in the Bronx and 
patients are generally being 
diagnosed earlier and earlier, 
which is great news. Just last 
year, HHC hospitals in the 
Bronx performed more than 
4,900 colonoscopies. 

If you are at the recom-
mended age for a colonos-
copy or have family history 
of colorectal cancer, I urge 
you to reduce your risk of co-
lon cancer and schedule your 

colonoscopy. 
Affordable colonoscopies 

are available at all 11 NYC 
public hospitals. Visit www.
nyc.gov/hhc or call 311 to locate 
an HHC facility near you.

Past 50?  It’s Time to Get  
a Colonoscopy – Don’t Put 

Your Health At Risk

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A new lending program seeks to 

support small Bronx businesses.
The Bronx Overall Economic De-

velopment Corporation, alongside Sen-
ator Jeff Klein and Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., announced the launch 
of a revolving small business loan fund 
on Friday, March 20.

Nearly $500,000, allocated by Sena-
tor Jeff Klein in last year’s budget, is 
now available to small businesses of 
all kinds through the BOEDC’s lend-
ing program.

The loans, ranging from $2,000 
to $50,000, have a wide range of eligi-
ble uses—including working capital, 
equipment, and inventory—to allow 
small businesses to grow and continue 
to contribute to the Bronx.

“Small businesses are the founda-
tion of our economy,” said Klein.

Small businesses are particularly 
important to the Bronx’s large immi-
grant population, said Klein, whose 
grandfather and father ran small busi-
nesses.

“I want to make sure that opportu-
nities exist not only for this generation 
but for future ones as well,” Klein.

The fund will create easier access 
to capital for businesses who want to 
improve and expand, said Diaz. 

“We are working hard to support 
businesses of all types in the Bronx, 

BOEDC launches small business loan fund
and that includes, making sure that 
our small businesses have the re-
sources and funding they need to suc-
ceed,” he said. “We want to be sure our 
local businesses know that the Bronx 
Revolving Loan Fund is a source of 
capital that they can and should tap as 
they continue to plan for the future.”

The BOEDC’s lending program will 
allow Greg Perry, the owner of Crown 
Trophy Bronx, to buy new equipment, 
spruce up his showroom and bring in 
an additional team member.

“I want to thank them for their vi-
sion in helping businesses like mine 
grow and expand,” said Perry.

While the BOEDC has in the past 
provided loans to specifi c categories of 
small business owners, this new fund 
is the fi rst available to any business in 
the Bronx that has been legally regis-
tered for at least two years.

“We are lending without barriers,” 
said Cintron. “We are now going to be 
able to serve small businesses that up 
until now we were unable to support.”

Now that the fund has launched, 
the BOEDC is looking to lend out the 
money to small businesses within the 
next few months.

“We’re here to say today, ‘please 
call us,’” said Cintron. “We’re here to 
support you, because you certainly 
support us with the jobs you create.”

Marlene Cintron, president of the Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation, at the 
annoucement of the Bronx Revolving Loan Fund for small businesses 
 Photo by Jaime Williams
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Bronx AUTOMOTIVE 
GUIDE

Inside You Will Find NEW and Used Cars
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**On oldest 20% of 2014 model inventory as of 3/10/15 while stock lasts. On oldest 10% of 2015 model inventory as of 3/10/15 while stock lasts. Take delivery by 3/31/15. Not available with special
finance, lease or some other offers. See dealer for further details. *Price(s) include all costs to be paid by consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees & taxes. ^Cannot be combined with any
other offers. To qualified buyers. Photos are illustrative only. Prices may vary. See dealer for details. Offers end 3/31/15. NYCDCA#0927744, DMVFAC#7070432 ©2015 BOCPARTNERS.COM

3211 EAST TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY
SHOWROOM HOURS: MON-THURS:9-8 FRI:9-7 • SAT:9-5 

MILEABUICKGMC.COM

AutoGroup

250Vehicles
In Stock!

Conquest Lease 
Cash Available

Milea Welcomes all Costco, Teachers, 
and Credit Union Member Discounts!

888.293.8472

Trade Out Of Your Current 
Lease Early! Any Make or Model.

LEASE
FOR 39
MOS*

2015 GMC TERRAIN
SLE AWD

Stk#15262, Ttl due $2,829 ($2,015 Down, $219 1st
Payment, $0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k
mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments
$8,541, Residual: $22,509. Price incl $350 CCR &
$3,000 GM Lease Loyalty if qual. 

$219

2015 GMCACADIA SLE AWD

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

Stk#15287, AWD, Sunroof, Remote Start, Htd Sts, 4GLTE WiFi,
Ttl due $2,729 ($2,015 Down, $119 1st Payment, $0 Sec
Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25
thereafter. Ttl payments $2,856, Residual: $22,596. Price incl
$800 CCR & $3,000 GM Lease Loyalty if qual. 

$119

2015 BUICK VERANO

In Stock & Available For Immediate Delivery

NEW 2015
GMC 

YUKON 
DENALI

2015 BUICK ENCORE

Sweet 16% Off MSRP Cash Back**

On Select 2014 or 2015 Buick Vehicles In Stock

Stk#15037b, Ttl due $2,709
($2,015 Down, $99 1st Pymnt,
$0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee)
+tax. 10k mi/yr, excess mi
@ $.25 thereafter. Ttl pymnts
$2,376, Residual: $16,284.
Price incl $950 CCR & $3,000
GM Lease Loyalty if qual.

Stk#15065B, Ttl due $2,709
($2,015 Down, $99 1st Pymnt,
$0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee)
+tax. 10k mi/yr, excess mi @
$.25 thereafter. Ttl pymnts
$2,376, Residual: $18,291.
Price incl $2,260 CCR & $3,000
GM Lease Loyalty if qual. 

$99
LEASE FOR 24 MOS*

YOUR CHOICE

Preowned car buyers looking to buy 
from private sellers rather than deal-
erships typically understand that such 
an approach can be risky. When buying 
from a private seller, such purchases 
are typically as-is, and rarely are buy-
ers protected with extended warranties 
that may be offered by dealers who spe-
cialize in preowned vehicles.

Buying from private sellers may also  
leave buyers more susceptible to fraud. 
Odometer fraud is one type of fraud 
that buyers must be especially wary of 
when buying a preowned vehicle from 
a private seller, and the following are a 
handful of ways buyers can determine 
if a car’s odometer has been tampered 
with.

• Examine the vehicle’s service his-
tory. Before buying a preowned vehicle, 
buyers should always request to see doc-
umentation of the vehicle’s service his-
tory. This can shed light on how well 
(or how poorly) the vehicle was taken 
care of, and it also can serve as a clue 
as to the authenticity of the number on 
the vehicle’s odometer. Vehicle mileage 
is often included on repair orders or re-
ceipts provided by auto repair shops, so 
such reports should give you a picture 
of how many miles the car was driven 
at given times throughout its history. If 
the numbers on the reports don’t match 

up with the fi gure on the odometer, then 
the odometer has likely been tampered 
with.

• Inspect the dashboard. A damaged 
dashboard is not always indicative of 
odometer fraud, but it should be enough 
to arouse your suspicions. Loose or miss-
ing screws on a dashboard or scrapes or 
scarring along the dashboard often oc-
cur when sellers attempt to reset their 
vehicles’ odometers. Again, such dam-
age is not necessarily indicative of 

odometer fraud, but if you were already 
suspicious of the seller, then these addi-
tional signs should be enough to compel 
you to walk away and continue your ve-
hicle search elsewhere.

• Ask to take the car to your own 
mechanic for an inspection. When buy-
ing a preowned car, prospective buyers 
should insist that they be allowed to take 
the car to their own mechanic to deter-
mine if it is worth buying. This protects 
sellers from buying a lemon and can 

help them determine if odometer fraud 
has occurred. An experienced mechanic 
can examine a car and determine how 
much wear and tear it has. If that wear 
and tear is more than the odometer sug-
gests it should have, then the odometer 
has likely been tampered with.

• Insist on a vehicle history report. 
Whether buying from a dealership or 
private seller, buyers of preowned vehi-
cles should always insist on seeing a ve-
hicle history report. Mileage is always 
documented whenever a vehicle is regis-
tered with the state and whenever it un-
dergoes state-mandated safety or emis-
sions inspections. A vehicle history 
report from an agency like CarFax can 
provide buyers with a record of these 
registrations and inspections, and buy-
ers can use that information to deter-
mine if the odometer on a given vehicle 
has been tampered with. If a seller re-
fuses to provide a vehicle history report, 
walk away and continue your search un-
til you fi nd a buyer willing to provide 
the report.

Odometer fraud is employed by sell-
ers who want to make their cars seem 
more attractive to prospective buyers. 
But buyers of preowned vehicles can 
employ several strategies to detect if a 
given vehicle’s odometer has been tam-
pered with.

BRONX AUTOMOTIVE GUIDE

How To Detect Odometer Fraud



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 27-APRIL 2, 2015 41  BTR

You may be Eligible

FREE

FREE FREE

FREE

1059 GUN HILL ROAD
BRONX, 10469

AL SORANO’S PROFESSIONAL 
TRUCK DRIVING SCHOOL

TRACTOR-TRAILER      BUS      TRUCKS      CARS

VETERANS VETERANS
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

1-800-235-7737

(718) 547-3000

All citizens that need help for FREE CDL TRAINING & JOB PLACEMENT.  
Come visit us, We can HELP YOU!
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BETTER GAS MILEAGE
LONGER TIRE LIFE

IMPROVED HANDLING
DECREASE WHEEL CORROSION

“WE DO 
THE RIGHT 

THING”

Retail
Location With 

Wholesale 
Pricing!

FREE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY TIRES!
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WHEEL REMANUFACTURING

MILLING CNC MACHINING

POWDER COATING PAINT CURING

MINOR COSMETIC DAMAGE

MINOR BENDS

24 HOUR TURNAROUND 
FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY

UPSELL WHEEL REPAIR ON WHEELS THAT ARE DAMAGED

 STATE-OF-THE-ART
   LOCAL FACILITY

 OEM APPROVED PRODUCTS

 SAFE REPAIRS

 CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

 OEM WHEEL REPLACEMENT

ALSO AVAILABLE
ON-SITE WHEEL REPAIR
IN MOBILE WORKSHOP

CALL TODAY
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Smartphones are a convenient tool 
that few people can now imagine 
living without. Smartphone-toting 
moms and dads know they always 
have a camera on hand to take quick 
snaps of their youngsters, while 
foodies rely on their smartphones 
to find nearby restaurants or read 
reviews of eateries while out on the 
town. But drivers also can benefit 
from smartphones thanks to the fol-
lowing apps.

• Waze: Commuters who download 
Waze to their smartphones may won-
der how they ever navigated their 
daily treks to the office without this 
useful app, which allows drivers to 
share real-time traffic and road in-
formation with their fellow motor-
ists. Drivers can use Waze to save 
time and gas money and make their 
commutes less stressful. Drivers 
who use Waze can actively report  
accidents and find the least expen-
sive gas prices posted by fellow driv-
ers in their community.

• GasBuddy: While fuel prices 
dipped in late 2014 and stayed low 
into 2015, today’s drivers are still 
conditioned to find the most afford-
able gas prices around. The Gas-
Buddy app makes it easy to do just 
that, as users can share gas prices 

in their community, which fellow 
drivers can then peruse to find the 
most affordable filling stations 
along their driving routes. Drivers 
can even enter their city, ZIP code or 
postal code to find the cheapest gas 
in their vicinity.

• AAA Mobile: AAA members can 
use the AAA Mobile app to access 
AAA services on their smartphones. 
Such services include trip planning, 

member discounts and roadside as-
sistance. The app also includes a mo-
bile version of the motor club’s popu-
lar TripTik® Travel Planner, which 
makes it easy for smartphone users 
to find club-approved hotels, restau-
rants and attractions. Drivers can 
even create and share trip itinerar-
ies between their desktop and mo-
bile devices.

• Insurance: Nearly every auto in-

surance provider now offers its own 
mobile app to policy holders. Such 
apps may allow drivers to pay their 
bills, view their insurance identifi-
cation cards, peruse their policies, 
arrange for roadside assistance and 
report claims among other things. 
These apps put your auto insurance 
provider at your fingertips and can 
make it much easier to manage your 
policy. 

Great Apps Drivers Can Use
BRONX AUTOMOTIVE GUIDE

Driving defensively is a great way 
for motorists to reduce their risks of 
accident, maintain their vehicles over 
the long haul and save money on their 
auto insurance. But driving can be 
habit-forming, and over time many 
drivers develop habits that can com-
promise their safety on the road.

No driver wants to make roads 
less safe, and many may just need to 
reacquaint themselves with the fol-
lowing defensive driving techniques 
they learned way back when they fi rst 
started driving as teenagers.

• Avoid distractions. Older drivers 
didn’t have too many things to dis-
tract them from the road, but nowa-
days it’s easy to be distracted whether 
you’re driving alone on an empty 
road or sitting in rush hour traffi c 
with dozens of your fellow commut-
ers. That’s because today’s vehicles 
may be equipped with televisions, 
smartphone hookups and high-qual-
ity sound systems that can take driv-
ers’ attention away from the road. 
Drivers may even be bringing addi-
tional distractions with them into 
their vehicles. When getting behind 
the wheel, keep your stereo speakers 

low and turn off all of your devices so 
you aren’t tempted to check emails or 
text messages while driving. 

• Don’t be in such a hurry. Perhaps 
the most effective defensive driving 
technique is to slow down when on the 
road. That’s easier said than done, es-
pecially for commuters who are run-
ning late and trying to get to the of-
fi ce on time. But making a conscious 
effort to slow down, even if you are a 
few minutes late for work or running 
late for an appointment, can mean the 
difference between getting into an ac-
cident or staying safe on the road. If 
you know you are running late, don’t 
try to compensate by driving fast. In-
stead, call ahead to let whoever might 
be waiting for you know that you will 
be a few minutes late. 

• Don’t lane hop. Frequent switch-
ing between lanes can make other 
drivers nervous, increasing the risk 
of an accident. In addition, sudden or 
frequent lane changes can make it dif-
fi cult for drivers to maintain their fo-
cus on the road and see more than a 
few cars ahead of them. Drivers who 
have been on the road for a long time 
may feel confi dent in their abilities to 

quickly switch between lanes, but fel-
low motorists may fi nd such shifting 
distracting and begin to drive errati-
cally as a result. Stay in one lane as 
long as possible, and only pass cars on 
the left.

• Don’t respond to aggressive driv-
ers. If a fellow driver is driving ag-
gressively, slow down and let them 
pass or pull over and let them get far 
away from you before you return to 
the roadway. Studies have indicated 

that road rage incidents escalate when 
drivers make eye contact with one an-
other. Even if you are not at fault, it’s 
up to you to avoid a potentially dan-
gerous situation and protect yourself 
and your passengers.

Defensive driving techniques re-
duce the risk of accidents and help 
to keep cars running strong over the 
long haul. Drivers can benefi t from pe-
riodically revisiting such techniques 
and practicing them on roadways

BRONX AUTOMOTIVE GUIDE

Simple Defensive Driving 
Techniques Anyone Can Do
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www.EastHillsChevrolet.com

855-782-1680
EAST HILLS CHEVY DOUGLASTON 
240-02 Northern Blvd.• Douglaston, NY 11362

GET OUT OF YOUR GM LEASE EARLY.***

2015 CHEVROLET
EQUINOX
AWD 1LT 

Stk# N15889, Reference# 
34897, Auto, 2.4L V4, 4G LTE 
WiFi, Bluetooth, PW/PL/PM, 
Remote Keyless Entry, Cruise, 
Traction Control, Stabilitrak 

MSRP $28,795

LEASE
FOR$79PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$18,297 LEASE

FOR$89PER
MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$24,297

LEASE
FOR$89PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$20,697

LEASE
FOR$179PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$22,697 LEASE

FOR$189PER
MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$32,997

LEASE
FOR$169PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$27,997

LEASE
FOR$199PER

MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$27,997 LEASE

FOR$429PER
MO.
39 MOS.

SALE
PRICE$47,997

2015 CHEVROLET
CRUZE

LT 
Stk# N15778, Reference# 

34895, Auto, 1.4L Turbo, Remote 
Start, Power Driver Seat, Traction 
Control, Stabilitrak, PW/PL/PM, 

38 MPG HWY MSRP $20,920

2015 CHEVROLET
MALIBU

1LT 
Stk# N15701, Reference# 

34896, Auto,2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, 
PW/PL/PM, Remote Keyless 
Entry, Cruise, ABS, Stabilitrak, 
Bluetooth MSRP $24,700

2015 CHEVROLET
CAMARO 

LS 
Stk# N15511, Reference# 

34899, Auto, 3.6L V6, OnStar, 
Paddle Shifters, Bluetooth

MSRP $25,005

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA

1LT 
Stk# S0407, Reference# 34898, 
Auto, 2.5L V4, 4G LTE WiFi, PW/
PL/PM, Rear Park Assist, Cruise, 

ABS, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth
MSRP $31,180

2015 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO 1500 
DOUBLE CAB 4X4 

Stk# N15382, Reference# 
34900, Auto, 5.3L V8, PW/PL/
PM, Remote Keyless Entry, Back 

Up Camera, A/C, Cruise, 
Heated Mirrors

MSRP $38,190

2015 CHEVROLET
TRAVERSE

LS 
Stk# S0202, Reference# 34902, 
Auto, 3.6L V6, Power Drivers Seat, 
Remote Keyless Entry, Traction 
Control, Stabilitrak, Bluetooth 

MSRP $32,420

2015 CHEVROLET
TAHOE LS

4X4
Stk# N15882, Reference# 

34901, Auto, 5.3L V8, Cloth Front 
Bench, Rear Park Assist, Bluetooth, 
Power Seats, Remote Start, Rear 

Camera MSRP $51,370

Must present ad to receive advertised specials. Must take same day delivery from dealer stock. All leases subject to primary lenders approval. Must qualify for Tier 1 credit approval. Must finance 80% thru dealer. All leases are 10k miles 
per year. Customer responsible for wear and tear at 25 Cents additional per mile. *See dealer for details. **Diesel and synthetic oil additional. ***Must be in GM Master Manifest list to qualify. Not all buyers will qualify. All pricing includes 

competitive lease (non GM‘99 or newer) or GM loyalty rebate. All leases require $1995 down (Cruze $3495, Malibu $3770, Equinox $1230, Impala & Tahoe $2995, Silverado $3870) $695 bank fee, plus tax, tags, dmv and dealer fees. Due at 
Signing (excludes tax, tags & fees)= Equinox $2014, Malibu $4554, Cruze $4269, Silverado $4754, Traverse $2859, Impala $3889, Tahoe $4119, Camaro $2869. All rebates/incentives assigned to dealer. Pictures for illustrative purposes 

only. Not valid on prior deals. No two offers can be combined. Not responsible for typographical errors. See dealer for complete details. Douglaston dmv# 7105766, dca# 1279637. Ad expires 5 days after publication.

MARCH INTO 
SAVINGS

THIS WEEKEND 
ONLY!

3 Day/100 Mile Vehicle 
Exchange 
You Can’t Buy The Wrong Car.

Auto Rewards Earnings 
Program 
Up To $5,000 Vehicle Discount - For 
You, Friends or Family.

$7 Lube, Oil & Filter 
Changes 
No Limits. Anytime You Want.**

Members-Only Parts & 
Service Pricing 
Members Pay Less. Period.

FREE NY State
Inspections 
Let Us Spoil You.

FREE Service Loaner 
Vehicles 
Stop. Drop. And Go.

FREE Drop-Off Valet 
Service 
We Take Care Of You.

FREE Towing Protection 
If You Need It, We Have Your Back.

FREE Shuttle Service 
Because Life Doesn’t Wait.

FREE Priority Service 
Scheduling 
Your Priority Is Our Priority.

FREE Gift Certificate 
Rewards 
Your Achievements Unlock Gifts.

FREE Lost Key Return 
Service 
Keeping You Worry-Free & Hassle-Free.

And Much More!

INCLUDED WITH PURCHASE:

And Much More!

EXCLUSIVE
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Eastwell Automotive
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A Dynamic and Authentic  
Elvis Tribute 
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Saturday, March 28th 
Davenport Grille 

At the Ramada 
125 Tuckahoe Rd., Yonkers, NY 

C  H  A  R  I  T  Y     E  V  E  N  T

Al Sorano Productions - 917-731-0297 - asorano@aol.com
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THROGGS NECK

Askov Hall

Jeanne Jugan Residence Litte Sisters Of The Poor

Throggs Neck Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Inc

Bronx Chamber of Commerce

American Legion Post # 253

Star of the Sea- Sea Cadet Corps, Inc

St. Theresa’s Girl Scout Troop

or

Salesian High School New Rochelle New York

Troop 182 First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck

St.Raymond Academy

St. Raymond High School for Boys

St.Raymond Elementary

DA Beach Club Throggs Neck NY

Troop 145 Our Lady Of Assumption R.C. Church

Girl Scout Troops of P.S. 71

Throggs Neck Home Owners Association Inc.

Photos by Patricio Robayo
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THROGGS NECK

Photos by Patricio Robayo

St.Catharine Academy

P.S. 14

St. Frances de Chantal

Girl Scouts Troop #1057

Country Club Civic Association

Msgr. Scanlan High School

Chippewa Democratic Club

Emerald Society Police Department City of New YorkY kYorkrkkkkkkkkkkkrrrrrrkkkrrrrrrrkrrrrkkrkrrkrkrkkrkrkk

Guys & Dolls Salon

Ancient Order of Hibernians of America

Throggs Neck Ladies Literary Guild

Mott Hall Community School

M.S. 101 Cheerleading

Villa Maria Academy

Cardinal Spellman Highschool

St. Theresa School
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THROGGS NECK

Photos by Patricio Robayo

Cub Pack 1214 St. Theresa School

Preston High School Gaelic Society

Plumbers Local Union No.1

St.Raymond’s Gaelic Football Club

H&R Block

St. Catharine Academy  Varsity Cheerleaders

St. Frances de Chantal Young Teen Group

Little Prodigies Daycare

Edgewater Park Volunteer Firefi ghters

Steamfi tter’s Local 638

NYC Transit Pipes & Drums

NYCTA Emerald Society

Cardinal Spellman  High School Emerald Society

Preston High School Athletics

New York City Volunteer Firefi ghters Pipe Band

Elevator Constructors Pipes & Drums
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1 Family House. On a double lot. 
4 bedrooms and 3 baths.

$490,000.

2 Family House. 
On a double lot.

$400,000.

2 Family. Income Basement
apartment and 2 car garage.

$490,000.

2 Family House.

$425,000.

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

Rosana Chirico
Licensed Real Estate Broker

com

RC House Sales Realty Corp.

THROGGS NECK AREA

$1900
3 Bedroom. $1700

$1400.
 3 Bedroom.  $1800

THROGGS NECK 
PELHAM BAY

IN CONTRACT

1 Family House.
Completely Renovated. 

$410,000.

APARTMENTS

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL

STORE FRONT AVAILABLE.
400 square feet - E Tremont Ave & 3rd Ave.

3602 C East Tremont Ave.
Located near the Alley Cat Café

In The Throggs Neck Mall 

Available outside seating in our cozy courtyard. 
Like us on facebook. Www.Facebook.Com/scoopsandbowls

Follow us on instagram. Www.Instagram.Com/scoopsandbowls

CASTLE HILL AREA
 2 bedroom. $1300

PELHAM BAY AREA
 Spacious 2 bedroom. $1375

THROGGS NECK’S ONLY ICE CREAM PARLOR!

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING
FAT FREE, NON-DAIRY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

3 bedrooms over
3 bedrooms. Basement. 

$450,000.

SC       PS
BOWLS&

We have many 
clients looking 
for apartment 

rentals and 
houses for sale 
Please call for 
a free market 
assessment

Come Welcome
Uncle Louie G’s

Back to the Bronx!
Saturday, March 28th.

FREE ICES
From 1-3 pm

featuring  Uncle Louie G’s
Italian Ices and Ice Cream
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St. Raymond’s hosted their fi fth annual parish art show on Sunday, March 22, More than 1,000 pieces of artwork 
by students from all three parish schools — St. Raymond Elementary, St. Raymond Academy for Girls and St. 
Raymond High School for Boys — in a variety of media were exhibited.  The event also featured crafts, music 
and refreshments.

ST. RAYMOND’S HOSTS ART SHOW

Art teachers Stacy Cameron, Geri Barron, Shamin Aderle, Christine and Ed Mouzon stand before a Georgia 
O’Keefe inspired fl ower display. Photo by Laura Stone

Senior Gerardo Ramos with his piece ‘Warrior Who 
Fights Nothing,’ created for an assignment to make 
art from discarded trash. Photo by Laura Stone

Second-grader George Rojas with his ‘Cat in the Hat’ 
inspired art. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj with Albanian American Open Hand Association, the Pelham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association and the Albanian American Women Hope & Peace Organization preparing boxes of clothes for 
Albania’s fl ood victims. Photo by Patricio Robayo

The Albanian American Open Hand Association, the Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association, and the Alba-
nian American Women Hope & Peace Organization conducted a clothing drive to send aid to Albanians whose 
possessions were destroyed in the wake of heavy rain. The volunteers gathered on Saturday, March 21 and packed up 
boxes of clothing to ship to Catholic aid organization Caritas Albania.

BOXES PACKED FOR ALBANIAN FLOOD VICTIMS

Laura Guerriero, publisher of the Bronx Times Reporter, appeared on 
BronxNet’s Open television program on Friday, March 20. She promoted 
the paper’s upcoming 25 Bronx Infl uential Women Awards. While on the 
show, Guerriero informed the host of Open, Rhina Valentin, that she was 
one of this year’s selections.  

BRONX TIMES
PUBLISHER ON OPEN

Rhina Valentin (l) and Laura Guerriero prior to last week’s Open at Bronx-
Net’s studios. Photo courtesy of BronxNet

Bronx House member Nelly Chilingrov poses with Monet’s Agaphanthus. 
 Photo courtesy of MOMA

Last month, 17 members of Bronx House Weinberg Neighborhood Senior 
Center visited the Museum of Modern Art. At the exhibit, Bronx House 
members enjoyed MOMA’s art collections including works by Picasso, 
Van Gogh, Monet and others.

BRONX HOUSE VISITS MOMA
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PROUD TO BE THE FIRST CARPET 
CLEANING SERVICE CERTIFIED

Cannot be used for water restoration services. Must present promo code at time of service. �������	��
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ANY SERVICE SPECIAL

St. Catharine Academy
is

Join us... 

Celebrating 125 years
Honoring SCAWomen of Distinction and Honoring

 Sr. Helen Marie Scannell, RSM
for 50 years of service and 70 years as a Sister of Mercy

Glen Island Harbour Club
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On Saturday, March 21, Timothy Cardinal Dolan visited St. Francis Xavier to celebrate evening Mass with the 
faithful. Afterwards, a reception was held inside the school’s gymnasium where the Cardinal met and spoke 
with parishioners.

CARDINAL DOLAN SAYS MASS AT  STFX

Timothy Cardinal Dolan greets St. Francis Xavier parishioners at the Mass’ conclusion. Photo by Patricio Robayo

(Above) P.S. 108 teachers Susan 
Amore, Andrea Eisen, Valerie 
Calderin and Rosemarie LoDaseo. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Assistant principal Lori Solano and 
PTA president Gina Scaglione. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The PTA of P.S. 108 hosted a Penny 
Social Card Party fundraiser at the 
school on Friday, March 20.

CARD PARTY
AT P.S. 108

(l-r) Angelica Munoz, Estelle Naisonett, Leland Gurrieri, Star Nigro, Mi-
chael Matta, Ileana and Olga Torres and Judy Hayde. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Saturday, March 21, the Bronx Council on the Arts and Huntington 
Free Library hosted ‘Recycle Art’, a free, family-friendly craft workshop 
featuring Star Nigro, a renowned artist and photographer. Nigro shared 
interesting and clever methods of creating great ‘eco art’ through cre-
atively recycling old and new elements together.

‘RECYCLE ART’ CRAFT WORKSHOP

Helwig prepares a chicken during the competition. Photo courtesy of Monroe College

Victoria Helwig, a local high school student, was named the winner of Monroe College’s 7th annual America’s 
Best High School Chef Competition recently.  The cook off, held a Monroe’s College Bronx campus, included 33 
high school students. Helwig will receive a full academic scholarship to Monroe’s Associate Degree Program in 
Culinary Arts at Monroe College. 

STUDENT WINS COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 

The 161st Street BID, along with 
other local businesses and civic 
organizations welcomed Major 
League Soccer to Yankee Stadium 
by hosting a soccer game at the 
Jeter Meter, located at Rivera Av-
enue and East 161st Street to kick 
off the season on Thursday, March 
12. For the season’s premiere game 
soccer was welcomed to the Bronx 
with street banners and souvenirs 
provided by the 161st Street BID. 
Face painting also took place out-
side before the event.

161ST STREET BID WELCOMES MLS

(Above photo) Soccer fans at MLS game at Yankee Stadium. 
 Photo courtesy of the 161st Street BID
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Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

MARCH EXTRAVAGANZA!

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 

EXTRAVAGANZA
You wouldn’t want to fi nd this 

at the end of your rainbow!
GET READY FOR THE SUMMER! 

TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!
Free consultation. Limited time offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Clean Start 

Weight Loss Program

BEFORE

AFTER
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

Bronx Animal Shelter Endeavor news and highlights
  BY DONNA DECHIARO  

The Bronx Animal Shelter En-
deavor (B.A.S.E.) is a grassroots alli-
ance of animal rescuers fi ghting for 
our borough to have equal access to 
the New York City animal shelter sys-
tem.  Our mission is to unite Bronxites 
to become one voice, a strong voice for 
animal shelter reform for the Bronx.  

     In 2014, B.A.S.E. submitted a pro-
posal to Mayor de Blasio for a progres-
sive no-kill shelter system and contin-
ues to meet and keep an open dialogue 
with representatives from the mayor’s 
offi ce. 

We have also testifi ed at two Bronx 
borough board hearings in favor of 
funding for a Bronx animal shelter as 
well as the recent annual meeting of 
New York City Animal Care and Con-
trol, the non-profi t organization over-
seeing day-to-day operations of the 
city shelter system.

We have gathered letters of sup-
port for a Bronx animal shelter from 
community boards and civic organiza-
tions, collected 2,500 signatures on pe-
titions and online, distributed educa-
tional neutering/care pamphlets and 
coloring books at tabling events, and 
even marched with our banner in the 
Bronx Columbus Day Parade. 

Since 2000 city offi cials have man-
aged to change the law and divert city 
funds to effectively cut the Bronx out 
of the equation for a full-service ani-

mal shelter. 
The compromises they struck on 

our behalf have created negative con-
sequences such as an increase in over-
population of stray and abandoned 
animals, many roaming around un-
neutered, pregnant, sick, injured and 
seeking food and shelter in our com-
munities and parks.

But a bill introduced last Septem-
ber by Councilman Paul Vallone may 
soon change things.

B.A.S.E. met with and supports 
Vallone’s bill, Int. No. 485, a local law 
to amend the administrative code of 
the city of New York in relation to ani-
mal shelters and to ensure that a full-
service shelter is maintained in each 
borough.

The bill was presented before the 
Committee on Health, on February 25 
at the oversight hearing on ‘Animal 
Care and Control: Recent Progress and 
Opportunities for Improvement in the 
NYC Animal Shelter System,’ and has 
been ‘Laid Over in Committee.’

However, 36 of 51 council members 
are co-sponsoring the bill. 

In fact, B.A.S.E. is pleased to report 
that Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. has given this bill his support and 
is in favor of the creation of a new, full-
service animal shelter in the Bronx 
(and Queens).  Members of the Bronx 
city council delegation also support-
ing the bill are:  councilmembers Fer-

nando Cabrera, Andy Cohen, Maria 
del Carmen Arroyo, Andy King, Anna-
bel Palma,  Ritchie Torres, and James 
Vacca.

Can’t say why Councilwoman Van-
essa L. Gibson and Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito have not yet 
decided to co-sponsor the bill but we 
did send them each a letter asking for 
their support and offering to help them 
understand the urgent need for a full-
service shelter in the borough. 

For now, Bronxites are forced to 
make due with a storefront ACC re-
ceiving center located on Fordham 
Road, across from Fordham Univer-
sity.  If you are surrendering a pet for 
any reason and live within the city 
limits, you can drop-off the animal 
there.  (Of course, keep in mind there 
may be exceptions to your particular 
intake.)

For intakes accepted at the receiv-
ing center the animal will stay in its 
crate until it is transported to a full-
service shelter in either Manhattan 
or Brooklyn.  Our sources tell us that 
could be a short stay (a few hours) or 
long stay (overnight), as there is only 
one transport driver for the entire bor-
ough, also doing fi eldwork.

B.A.S.E. raised this issue to Risa 
Weinstock, executive director and gen-
eral counsel of ACC, when we testifi ed 
at their annual meeting on January 
23.  Weinstock assured this is not true 

and that ACC has up to 17 fi eld drivers 
working citywide.

What struck a chord at the ACC an-
nual meeting was the announcement 
that the majority of their funding 
comes from city-levied taxes.  But the 
most recent funding awarded for the 
city shelter system is $8.5 million to be 
pumped into the fl agship Manhattan 
center for renovation and expansion of 
the adoption center and the Brooklyn 
shelter for an overhaul of the HVAC 
system desperately needed to cut down 
the spread of disease.

Taxpayers in the Bronx are sub-
sidizing the ACC, while being short-
changed with substandard shelter ser-
vices in their own borough. 

It is time for real change.  B.A.S.E. 
is striving to see the full benefi t of our 
taxpayer dollars at work in our bor-
ough.  The mayor campaigned on an 
agenda of reform of the city animal 
shelter system.  We need a full-service 
shelter and we need accountability 
from our elected offi cials, as well as 
the Department of Health and ACC, 
the agencies overseeing animal wel-
fare.

To learn more and sign our change.
org petition go to our FB page at Bronx 
Animal Shelter Endeavor.  B.A.S.E. is 
co-founded by:  Dorothea Poggi (Ferry 
Point), Marion Koenig (Riverdale), 
Bernadette Ferrera (Van Nest) and 
Donna Dechiaro (Morris Park).

BY DOROTHEA POGGI
What is the North East Bronx Com-

munity Alliance? 
Years ago we gathered together as 

the NEBCA to have a more united and 
stronger voice on the many issues af-
fecting sections of Community Board 
10 separately. We found that these proj-
ects affected us all eventually.    

     The main question is: Is Throggs 
Neck, Waterbury LaSalle, Edgewater 
Park, Locust Point, Ferry Point, Pel-
ham Bay, Spencer Estate, Country 
Club and City Island, really separate? 
What are we separated by? Lines on a 
project map?,  zip codes?, leadership?, 
egos?, political alliances?, houses, 
restaurants, shopping areas, airport 

fl ight patterns, parking, air, water, 
and noise?

I say we are connected and this al-
liance as a ‘Think Tank’ is needed, to 
rally our communities together to de-
lay or stop some horrendous ‘tempo-
rary’ or ‘permanent’ actions by vari-
ous NYC agencies or developers from 
destroying what’s left of our home val-

ues and quality of life. 
I sent out an email to the founding 

organizations of NEBCA asking them 
to support Ferry Point’s comments to 
NYC to not allow Department of Hu-
man Services the requested contract at 
Crystal Residence (Capri Whitestone) 
to get permanent status as a homeless 
shelter. 

Thanks to Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, Senator Jeff Klein and 
CB10 we have testimony at the hearing 
held on March 19 that supports our re-
quest. 

This would also be a good time to 
agree to meet, to work out a plan to co-
ordinate our efforts on all issues that 
affect all communities.    

After some conversations with a 
few civic leaders we may be able to ‘do 
NEBCA’ through email?

We have letters of support from 
Throggs Neck Homeowners, Ferry 
Point Civic, Friends of Ferry Point 
Park and Ferry Point Community Ad-

vocates…but where is everyone else on 
this issue? The city agencies react to 
the number of voices heard, the extent 
of the concerns and the ‘uproar’ over 
the homeless shelter contract. If there 
is no uproar, the contract usually goes 
through. 

In this case, as in the past, Ferry 
Point has been buried by an abusive 
development What happens when 
our last lot is full? What area will be 
abused next by a city agency or devel-
oper? 

The NEBCA should be ready to 
meet when necessary to record its up-
roar of concerns.

So many agency projects can be in-
fl uenced by our unity. 

My mother, Catherine Poggi, used 
to say something like this: “A stable 
community is a dead community with 
no growth or change”.

Send any comments to allies@neb-
cabronx.org or join NEBCA  on Face-
book to gain support on your issues

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES
COME AND ENJOY OUR 

NEW SAUTE MENU!
SERVED

MONDAY - SATURDAY
FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 

To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 

Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 

Offer. Exp. 04/30/15

920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 

Huntington Learning Center 
joins schools, colleges, universi-
ties, student groups, and other 
related associations and interest 
groups to celebrate Mathemat-
ics Awareness Month this April. 
Mathematics Awareness Month 
began in 1986 when President 
Ronald Reagan issued a procla-
mation for National Mathematics 
Awareness Week. The annual cel-
ebration is a collaboration of the 
American Mathematical Society, 
the American Statistical Associa-
tion, the Mathematical Associa-
tion of America and the Society for 
Industrial Applied Mathematics. 

The theme of this year’s Mathe-
matics Awareness Month is “Math 
drives Careers.” Innovation is an 
increasingly important factor in 
the growth of world economies. 
The advances in mathematical 
sciences have become drivers of 
innovation as new systems and 
methodologies have become more 
complex. As mathematics drives 
innovation, it also drives careers. 

“Any career path you choose in-
volves mathematics in some form,” 
says Eileen Huntington of Hunting-
ton Learning Center. “From the ba-
sic concepts to the most advanced 
theories, math is part of our daily 
lives at home and at our workplace. 
This year’s theme for Mathematics 
Awareness Month increases an 
understanding of careers available 
to those who study mathematical 
sciences. We’re proud to celebrate 
Mathematics Awareness Month 
and continue to promote all math 
skills that can prepare students for 
so many different careers.” 

Even at a young age, par-

ents can help their children 

learn the importance of math 

in their daily lives and in their 

future careers. Huntington of-

fers a few ideas for parents to 

help their child practice math 

on a daily basis and possibly to-

wards a future career:

1. Have your child help you 
make a recipe and put him or her 
in charge of all measuring. Ask 

questions along the way—is two 
1/4 cups the same as a half cup? 
How can you tell?

2. Measure each family mem-
ber’s height and/or weight on 
a monthly basis and calculate 
any change in percentages from 
month to month. Create a graph to 
track results.

3. Ask your child to estimate 
the grocery bill while you shop.

4. Let your child plan a family 
road trip, estimating how long it 
will take to drive to each destina-
tion based on the speed limits and 
distance. Have him or her calcu-
late the trip cost based on the cost 
of hotels, meals and other expen-
ditures.

5. Teach your child how to save 
their money, and talk about the ef-
fect of compound interest.

6. Play games that use math, 
such as Yahtzee, Monopoly, UNO 
and dice games.

7. Play games that foster criti-
cal thinking and problem-solving 
skills, such as Sudoku and chess.

To learn more about Mathemat-
ics Awareness Month, visit www.
mathaware.org.

Huntington is the tutoring 
and test prep leader. Its certified 
tutors provide individualized in-
struction in reading, phonics, 
writing, study skills, elementary 
and middle school math, Algebra 
through Calculus, Chemistry, and 
other sciences. It preps for the 
SAT and ACT, as well as state and 
standardized exams. Huntington 
programs develop the skills, confi-
dence, and motivation to help stu-
dents succeed and meet the needs 
of Common Core State Standards. 
Founded in 1977, Huntington’s 
mission is to give every student 
the best education possible. 

Learn how Huntington can help 
at www.huntingtonhelps.com.

For franchise opportunities 
please visit www.huntingtonfran-
chise.com.

Huntington  
Learning Center 

Celebrates Mathematics 
Awareness Month
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2 Locations! 
1) 990 Pelham Parkway South       
    (Code: 11XAPP) 
 

2) 2222 Wallace Avenue  
    (Code: 11XAPQ)�
 

3 Ways to Apply! 
1) By phone: (718) 935-2067 
2) In person: DOE Family Welcome Center 
3) Online: www.nyc.gov/prek 
 

Plus… 
You can always stop by Bronx House for assistance 
with your online and over-the-phone application. 

990 Pelham Parkway South, Bronx, NY 10461 
718.792.1800 �  bronxhouse.org 
for more information, contact: Serene Stevens, 
Early Childhood Center Director at ext. 249 or 
earlychildhood@bronxhouse.org A better life for everyone.TM 

FREE FULL DAY UNIVERSAL PRE-K at BRONX HOUSE 

APPLY NOW! SPACE IS LIMITED! 

• Celebrate Spring At Wave Hill....................................59

• Do You Remember - Shaping Up Parkchester......60

The Brasil Guitar Duo 
brings its seamless blend of 
classical, contemporary and 
Brazilian pop tunes to Wave 
Hill on Sunday, April 12 at 2 
p.m. 

The Duo—comprised of 
virtuosos Douglas Lora and 
João Luiz—offers a spectacu-
lar program, featuring works 
by Jean Phillip Rameau, Leo 
Brouwer and Jacob do Ban-
dolim, among others. 

Come early to enjoy a lei-
surely walk through Wave 
Hill’s renowned gardens, and 
then settle in for the perfor-
mance. The performance will 
take place at Armor Hall at 
Wave Hill, West 249th Street 
and Independence Avenue

Tickets are $28 general ad-
mission, $15 child (ages 8 to 
18). Wave Hill members are 
$22 adult, $12 child

Purchase tickets online at Brasil Guitar Duo at Wave Hill.                Photo by Andrea Johnson

Brasil Guitar Duo at Wave Hill April 12th
www.wavehill.org or onsite at 
the Perkins Visitor Center. 

For additional informa-
tion, call (718) 549-3200, ext. 
251. Ticket prices include ad-
mission to the grounds.

The Performing Arts at 
Wave Hill are supported by the 
Cathy and Stephen Weinroth 
Commissioning Fund for the 
Arts. Wave Hill, Inc. is an in-
dependent, non-profi t cultural 
institution governed by a vol-
unteer Board of Directors. 

The buildings and grounds 
of Wave Hill are owned by the 
City of New York. With the as-
sistance of the Bronx Borough 
President and Bronx represen-
tatives in the City Council and 
State Legislature, Wave Hill’s 
operations are supported with 
public funds through the New 
York City Department of Cul-
tural Affairs; the Zoos, Botan-
ical Gardens and Aquariums
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MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health

Springtime at Wave Hill is a nature-lover’s 
paradise—serene paths, breathtaking vistas 
and feathered friends abound in this lush gar-
den oasis. 

This spring, Wave Hill offers a variety of na-
ture and birding opportunities for all interests 
and ages, from Live Bird Demonstrations to the 
Let’s Talk Turtles Nature Presentation. Get out-
side, and get exploring!

Many of these programs are part of Spring 
Wings Week, a week of bird-themed activities 
held during School Vacation Week, or part of 
Wave Hill’s annual Arbor Weekend celebration.

Spring Birding, Sundays, April 12, May 10, 
and SAT, April 11, 9:30 a.m.: Naturalist Gabriel 
Willow contributes his extensive knowledge of 
diverse bird species and their behavior on these 
captivating walks through the gardens and 
woodlands. Observe the plants, insects and habi-
tats at Wave Hill that make it an appealing des-
tination for such a wide variety of birds. Birders 
of all levels welcome! Severe weather cancels. 
(NYC Audubon Members enjoy two-for-one ad-
mission). Ages 10 and older welcome with an 
adult. Registration recommended.

Live Bird Demonstrations, SAT, April 11, 
noon and 2 p.m.: Volunteers for Wildlife return 
to Wave Hill to share live birds such as the east-
ern screech owl, American kestrel, red-tailed 
hawk, mallard duck, dove and barred owl. Be-
tween programs, get a close-up look at skulls, 
feathers and other bird-related artifacts. Ages 
eight and older welcome with an adult. Spring 
Wings Week event.

Owl Pellet Dissection, SAT, April 11, 2-4 p.m.: 
Owls are creatures who swallow their prey 
whole. Parts of the prey, such as bones, feath-
ers and fur are bound up during digestion into a 
tight pellet, which the owl regurgitates. Drop-in 
for this exploratory workshop, and discover the 
origins of the owl’s diet. Ages six and older wel-
come with an adult. Spring Wings Week event.

Junior Arborist Station, SAT, April 25, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.: Kids ages seven and older are in-
vited to don tree-climbing harnesses and hard-
hats and ascend into the canopy of our old sugar 
maple tree to get a birds-eye view of Wave Hill. 
On hand to assist budding arborists, as well as 
answer questions about the big old trees at Wave 
Hill, are arborists from Almstead Tree, Shrub 
& Lawn Care, which has generously sponsored 
this drop-in event. Ages seven and older welcome 
with an adult. Arbor Weekend event.

Early Morning Bird Walk, SAT, May 16, 8 a.m.: 
Join naturalist Gabriel Willow on a special early 
morning walk to spot birds in the gardens and 
woodlands as well as the skies above Wave Hill. 
You’ll be amazed by the diversity of birds that 
are active on the grounds before the gates open 
to the public. Ages 10 and older welcome with an 
adult. Registration recommended.

Nature Presentation: Let’s Talk Turtles, SUN, 
May 17, 1 p.m.: Spring is an “active” time for tur-
tles, as the females wander around in search of 
safe places to lay their eggs. Join an environ-
mental educator from the Hudson Highlands 
Nature Museum to discover fascinating facts 
about these rotund reptiles, and meet a turtle or 
two from the Museum’s collection. Ages six and 
older welcome with an adult. Registration rec-
ommended.

Complete directions and shuttle van schedule 
at wavehill.org.

Celebrate Spring 
at Wave Hill
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Sculptors enhanced and beautifi ed Bronx venues
There are 58 buildings in 

Parkchester containing 12,272 
apartments of from two to fi ve 
rooms on the 129 acre site. The 
buildings purposely vary in 
size from six to thirteen sto-
ries, some with as little as 65 
apartments and others with as 
many as 500 and even the color 
of the bricks used vary and 
there are 110 million of them 
in the complex. 

In addition to the varying 
colors of the brickwork, the 
500 statuettes and 600 plaques 
adorning the buildings give 
them an attractive and whim-
sical overtone. They also 
served a somewhat practical 
purpose as parents could tell 
their young children to look 
for a specifi c statue, such as 
a bullfi ghter or Indian chief, 
and the monkey, pig, dog or 
other fi gurine on their build-
ing to help them remember 
where they lived. Many of the 
fanciful terra-cotta sculptures 
were created by the noted 
sculptor Joseph Kiselewski 
(1901-1986) whose Parkchester 
drawings now reside in the 
Smithsonian Institute.

His work, of course, ex-
tends beyond Parkchester and 

can be found elsewhere in the 
Bronx such as at the Hall of 
Fame for Great Americans at 
University Avenue and West 
181st Street where his bronze 
busts of Oliver Wendell Hol-
mes Jr. and Sylvanus Thayer, 
often referred to as “The Fa-
ther of West Point,” are prom-
inently displayed. That site 
which once housed New York 
University was later taken 
over by Bronx Community 
College of the City College of 
New York. 

Some may also recall when 
Kiselewski’s famous three foot 
frogs were installed at P. S. 18 at 
Morris Avenue between 145th 
and 146th streets in Port Mor-
ris. Most Bronxites are famil-
iar with the huge sculptures 
created in 1932 on the facade of 
the Bronx County Courthouse 
at 161st Street and the Grand 
Concourse. The pink Georgia 
granite work does catch your 
eye and Kiselewski was among 
the grouping of artists respon-

sible for their creation. 
Returning to Parkchester, 

the real piece de resistance can 
be found at Metropolitan Oval, 
which was later re-named The 
Aileen B. Ryan Oval to honor 
Ryan who served as Council-
Person-at-Large from 1966 
to 1983. It is a two-acre park 
in the center of the commu-
nity and has long been the fa-
vored meeting site for old-time 
Parkchesterites. 

The center fountain was 
once stocked with goldfi sh and 
was a popular place for young 
lovers to toss a coin, much like 
they do at the Trevi Fountain 
in Rome. It was also a favorite 
site of newly weds for wedding 
photographs. The Metropoli-
tan Life Insurance Company, 
who created Parkchester, held 
gala holiday affairs there for 
residents for many years.  

The fountain was created 
by renowned sculptor Ray-
mond Granville Barger (1906-
2001) and is titled “Fantasia.” 

It was completed and placed 
at the Oval in July of 1941. A 
bronze plaque dedicating it to 
the residents of Parkchester 
was placed on it in 1984. The 
spouting fountains can be 

found as the backdrop for any 
special occasion and pictures 
of it can be found in family al-
bums of most Parkchester res-
idents, past and present.

Metropolitan Oval is adorned with sculptures by noted artist Raymond 
Granville Barger.

REPRINTED FROM 3/22/2012
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Bronx Park East Community Association News

BY JOSEPH ODDO 
Reminder: The Pelham Bay 

Taxpayers and Civic Associa-
tion will meet on March 31. As 
usual our meeting will take 
place in the St. Theresa School 
Cafeteria. The room will open 
at 7 p.m. and the meeting will 
start at 7:30 p.m.  Our guest 
speaker will be police offi cer 
Hanna Rann who will speak 
on crime prevention for se-
niors, and Christian Claudio 
from the Administration for 
Children Services. There will 
also be presentations on Sena-
tors Jeff Klein’s Court Watch-
ers Program. Please keep read-
ing the Bronx Times Reporter 
for special announcements.

The East Bronx Inter-
Agency traffi c committee met 
and it was a hot meeting. The 
discussion dealt with organi-
zational issues that are pretty 
cut and dry. What was not cut 
and dry was which transpor-
tation changes where to be ad-
vanced. 

I am glad to report that the 
congestion on Pelham Park-

way East, St. Paul Avenue, and 
Amendola Circle (Pelham Bay 
Station) is getting serious at-
tention. Some traffi c improve-
ments have been proposed and 
a request has been made to 
Community Board 10 to study 
the matter and hold a public 
meeting on these topics. The 
Bronx Times Reporter is do-
ing or will be doing an arti-
cle on this topic. This article 
by Pat Rocchio was not ready 
in time for my deadline. So it 
may be elsewhere in this edi-
tion or it will appear in next 
week’s edition. So please keep 
an eye out for it.

Jobs, Jobs, Jobs:i It would 
be much better if summer jobs 
programs would be funded at 
least twice as much as they 
have been in the last 12 years. 
The funding should also give 
preference to internships with 
small businesses. 

For more information go 
to the Summer Youth Employ-
ment Program ( SYEP ) . You 
can apply on line at https://
application.nycsyep.com/de-

fault.aspx or you can print 
out the application and fi ll it 
out by hand. Please note that 
you may only submit one ap-
plication for SYEP. Selection 
into SYEP is by lottery. Sum-
mer youth jobs for ages 14-24 
are available. The application 
deadline is Friday, April 10. 
Don’t be left out! Good luck! 

The NYPD is looking for 
you! It is offering free tutoring 
for their next exam. Classes 
will be held city wide with the 
Bronx location being St. Si-
mon Stock, 2195 Valentine Av-
enue, Bronx, NY.  Additional 
information can be had by 
calling (212) RECRUIT.

You have a kid, relative, 
special partner who is always 
getting ideas on how to do 
something better. Well, this 

is for them. And age is not an 
issue. It would be great for a 
Pelham Bay or Bronx team of 
grandpa or grandma teaming 
with one or two grandkids and 
submitting an idea which will 
bring home to our communi-
ties this prestiges prize. 

The 2015 Create the Future 
Design Contest is now under 
way atwww.createthefuture-
contest.com. Sponsored by 
COMSOL and Mouser Elec-
tronics, the 13th annual global 
design competition offers a 
top prize of $20,000. There is 
no cost to enter. 

We’re looking for brilliant 
new product ideas that could 
create jobs, save lives, help 
the environment, or benefi t 
society in other ways. Indi-
vidual and team entries are 
invited in seven categories: 
Aerospace & Defense, Auto-
motive/Transportation, Con-
sumer Products, Electronics, 
Machinery/Automation/Ro-
botics, Medical, Sustainable 
Technologies. 

You this now get busy we 

want one of our neighbors to 
win this prize.

Check out VOTE to play 
and win an Imagination Play-
ground. This contest will 
grant a new playground to the 
winner of their contest. Just 
go to my Facebook timeline 
and under March 23 you will 
fi nd their link. The contest is 
simple. Whoever gets the most 
votes wins. So to all the PTA’s, 
community associations, Park 
Improvement Groups, this 
contest is for you so go online 
and claim a playground.  

On Monday, March 23, the 
East Bronx Inter-Agency traf-
fi c committee met.  

Stay tuned for more. Be 
safe, be healthy, and see at our 
next meeting.

Please note our new mail-
ing address is Maryann Maio-
rana, attention Pelham Bay 
Taxpayers And Civic Associa-
tion, 1720 Mayfl ower Avenue, 
apt. 9H, Bronx, NY. 10461.   Our 
annual dues is $10. Please feel 
free to come to our meetings. 
Our meetings are open to all!

BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER
Bronx Park East Commu-

nity Association, your Aller-
ton and Pelham Parkway com-
munity advocates, will hold 
its next monthly community 
meeting on Thursday, April 9 
at 6:30 p.m. inside 2401 White 
Plains Road. These meetings 
take place on the 2nd Thurs-
day of each month.

Our guest will be ‘DIG 
Farm’, a region-wide organi-
zation who conduct plantings 
and beautifi cation in local 
parks, and also focus on farm-
ing and healthy-eating.

DIG Farm will be assist-
ing B-PECA in Allerton this 
April as we partner with a lo-
cal elected offi cial to beautify 
our parks.

April Volunteer 

Park Events 

On Saturday, April 25 join 
NY State Senator Ruth Has-
sell-Thompson, DIG Farm and 
Team B-PECA as we plant 
bulbs on the perimeter of Zim-
merman Playground in Aller-
ton. DIG will be bringing the 
planting know-how to spruce 
up the Zimmerman entrance, 
but we will need the volunteer 
muscle.

All elementary, middle and 
high school students who vol-
unteer will receive a certifi -
cate of community service, 

which can be counted towards 
graduation requirements. It’s 
also fun and rewarding to vol-
unteer.

B-PECA will also be part-
nering with DIG and Senator 
Hassell-Thompson to beautify 
Seton Falls Park on Sunday, 
April 19. This park is located 
on Baychester Avenue at East 
233rd street, a hop, skip, jump 
(and bus ride) from our neck of 
the woods.

But we did have a good 
time building a tree guard in 
NYCHA Baychester Houses 
with Ruth last August, so step-
ping out of our neighborhood 
is nothing we’re not used to.

For the exact time of these 
planting activities, feel free to 
email bxparkeast@gmail.com 
or text/call (347) 654-7044.
Zumba at Allerton Library

You read correctly. At 2 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 31, as 
well as Tuesday, April 14, 21 
and 28, the Allerton Library 
will be hosting free adult 
zumba sessions!

If you didn’t get to take 
part in Madame Ana Marti-
nez’ zumba sessions in War-
ing Playground this past sum-
mer, then you don’t know what 
you’re missing. Zumba is a 
fun way to exercise and keep 
in shape, all while moving 
your body to latin and worldly 

rhythms. Not only do you get 
your cardio workout in, you 
also become exposed to new 
music and realize the body-
rhythm you never knew you 
had!

The Allerton Library is 
located at 2740 Barnes Ave-
nue, which is between Aller-
ton and Arnow avenues. You 
can take the Bx 26 or Boston 
Road, the Bee-Line 60, 61 or 62 
buses there, if coming by pub-
lic transportation. For more 
information on the zumba 
sessions, call the Allerton Li-
brary at (718) 881-4240.

Thank you to their branch 
manager Manuel Martinez for 
livening up the Allerton Li-
brary branch with new, fun 
activities such as these. By 
attending B-PECA’s monthly 
meetins and opening up their 
programming to a wide vari-
ety of age groups he has made 
a real positive impact at a 
cherished public institution.

Support our public librar-
ies. After all, where else can 
you get free Wi-fi  and lap tops 
to use?

Summer Block Parties

Snow? Snow-what! Let’s 
talk summer, baby.

Board members of B-PECA 
will once again be at it orga-
nizing summer block parties 
where they live and you the 

reader are invited to partici-
pate.

On Saturday, June 20, B-
PECA board member Grace 
Lovaglio will be conducting 
the 2nd Annual Arnow-Barnes 
Block Association ‘ABBA’ 
event, in conjunction with the 
Allerton library.

On Saturday,  July 18, Ra-
phael, Kenny, Donald and Ha-
zel will be throwing the 4th 
Annual Thwaites Place Block 
Party at Olinville Avenue and 
Thwaites Place.

Then, on Saturday, August 
22, Norma Lopez and Cru-
ger-Mace Block Association 
‘CMBA’ will be hosting an 
International-themed block 
event on Cruger and Mace av-
enues. Each community event 
will not only be a party with 
music, bounce houses and the 
street closed off, but they’ll all 
have a special theme.

The Arnow-Barnes event 
will be a ‘Hello Summer’ oc-
cassion focused on making 
neighborhoods healthy one 
block at a time. The Thwaites 
Place block party will be 
an art-themed event where 
any and all artists (painters, 
sculpters, you name it) can set 
up a table free-of-charge to do 
outreach and get their names 
out there.

The Cruger-Mace festival 

will be focused on appreciat-
ing the international fl avors 
(literally) of our community, 
with musicians and foods 
from a wide variety of cultures 
around the world, all of which 
are represented in the people 
that reside in Allerton.

If you’d like to support 
these events with fi nancial 
or in-kind contributions, or 
if you’d simply like to volun-
teer and be involved in them, 
please contact: Arnow-Barnes 
Block Party- Grace Lovaglio, 
(347) 664-6445 or bronxabba@
gmail.com; Thwaites Block 
Party- Raphael, (347) 654-
7044 or bxparkeast@gmail.
com; and Cruger-Mace Block 
Party- Norma Lopez, (34) 526-
0560 or cruger_mace@yahoo.
com

Finally, thank you, the 
reader, for reading B-PE-
CA’s weekly Bronx Times 
column. A big appreciation 
goes out to Laura Guerriero, 
John Collazzi and the Bronx 
Times newspaper team for 
being a part of making this 
immensely valuable media 
tool available to grassroots 
community groups like B-
PECA. 

You can email bronx-
times@cnglocal.com if you’d 
like to thank them yourself. 
Media Matters!”

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
There are some weeks, when 

I start writing this column, 
where I just can’t decide what 
to write about because there 
is so much going on.  I usually 
let the writing spirits send me 
on my way and somehow, as I 
type, I fi nd what I need to write 
about.  Sometimes, the uni-
verse sends the topic.  And once 
in a while, I have an epiphany 
and it just gets me going.  But 
for this morning, it is this very 
cacophony of information and 
ideas and desires to change the 
world that I’ve decided to write 
about.

The wonderful thing about 
living in America is that we 
have freedom of speech, among 
the many other freedoms af-
forded us.  Modern society of-
fers everyday people access to 
information, communication 
over distances and the ability 
to participate in a global dia-
log in a way that we have never 
been able to in our known his-
tory on this planet.  So why 
are we so angry?  Why is there 
such fear and loathing?  Why 
do we feel like we are caught in 
a cycle that we have no control 
over?

It’s true, one of the downfalls 
of modern society seems to be a 
feeling that we are inadequate; 
we don’t have enough, we don’t 
do enough and on and on.  I re-
cently received an email from 
a friend, one of our many dedi-
cated ‘community organizers’, 
and below her name was a list 
of all the community groups 
she is either involved in or run-

ning.  I chuckled when I saw 
the list, and observed to myself 
how this was an indication of 
how some of us are so overcom-
mitted and yet we all still feel 
that there is so much still left 
to do!

Try as I might, as much as I 
am aware of this dilemma, I still 
fall prey to getting wrapped up 
in the crazy.  I’ve been working 
really hard to avoid this feeling 
and trying to disconnect from 
some of the stimuli around us is 
a way to start.  I’m consciously 
turning off the morning news 
infotainment, once I hear the 
traffi c and weather loop once 
or twice, I’m done.  Do I really 
need to know about the trag-
edies happening around the 
city, the country, the world?  I 
like to be informed, of course, 
but sometimes I think a lot of 
what’s in the 24 hour news cy-
cle is simply there to distract 
us, to make us fearful, anxious 
and angry.

It is a concerted effort to get 
myself away from these distrac-
tions.  So after I turn off the TV, 
I make myself take out my yoga 
mat and do 20 minutes of yoga 
and 10 minutes of meditation.  I 
set an intention and I am up to 
52 days in a row in my practice.  
Has it helped?  Well, I am happy 
with myself that I am sticking 
with it but meditation is still a 
struggle.  Try as I might, it is 
so hard to get all the thoughts 
running through my head, out 
of my head.  

Cooking is another calming 
practice for me, but I realize 
it is not for many.  What I love 

about cooking is the ability to 
take items from the bounty of 
the earth and turn it into some-
thing I give to those I love and it 
nourishes them and gives them 
not only joy, but an opportunity 
to share each other’s company.  
So it’s more than just cooking.  
Running the CSA, doing the 
cooking demos and teaching 
cooking classes at the civic is 
something I love doing because 
I love sharing this secret:  that 
good food is the secret to happi-
ness.  

Gardening is another ac-
tivity that helps me discon-
nect from the modern world, it 
gives me peace.  The act of get-
ting your hands dirty, of touch-
ing things that are alive is so 
elemental to who we are that I 
often wonder at the sanity of a 
person who doesn’t like to get 
their hands dirty.  I am still 
amazed when I go to clean the 
garden after the winter, when 
I push aside the layer of leaves 
and organic matter that cov-
ers the beds and I fi nd the fi rst 
sprouts of dicentra, oregano 
and Lady’s Mantle.  

I am plotting out my plan 
of attack, the compost that has 
been curing over the winter 
gets moved into the fi ve gal-
lon buckets in the greenhouse, 
the compost pile gets sifted and 

the new compost goes in the 
big pails to cure, the beds get 
cleaned and the organic mat-
ter gets mixed in with the non 
composted material from the 
compost pile so that this mix-
ture can cook over the sum-
mer.  Now the cleaned beds get 
a layer of fresh compost and 
things start happening, buds 
on trees turn into fruit, aspara-
gus and artichokes come back 
and the compost bears all kinds 
of surprises.  

Last year, it brought us six 
c   antaloupes, I’m looking for-
ward to this year’s volunteers.  

It is still too cold to garden, 
but I can still put a chair in a 
sunny spot and watch my dogs 
run around the backyard.  You 
would think that I do this all 
the time, but this weekend I did 
and wondered to myself, what 
is it that I am doing all the time 
that these moments are so rare 
and precious?  It is that thought 
that inspires me this morning; 
these moments so rare and pre-
cious.  When we take ourselves 
out of the world and just sit and 
watch it around us.  The joy 
of my dogs, cooped up in the 
house these last few weeks be-
cause of the cold, as they run 
around sniffi ng and clawing at 
all the smelly and interesting 
things in the garden.  

These shouldn’t be rare mo-
ments in our lives, joy should 
be commonplace.  So this week, 
instead of writing about food, I 
offer Food for Thought, some-
thing to chew on:  How can we 
disconnect from the crazy and 
tune into the joy?  I would love 

to hear from you, if you have 
any thoughts on this subject, 
you can write to me at  cnapoli-
tano@netzero.net.

The Friday, March 27 Pasta 
Class sold out but there are still 
spaces for the Friday, April 10 
at 7 p.m. class, ‘Basic Sauces 
with Christopher Landi’.  
Christopher, professional chef 
and Locust Point native, has 
graciously offered to teach 
a class at the civic to help us 
raise money, classes like this 
are usually anywhere from $45 
to $125 per person.   Class will 
cost $35 and will be limited to 
12 students.  This could be a 
great ‘date night’ idea.   Email 
me if you would like to join us.

And don’t forget that the 
2015 CSA season is now open! 
Any questions, feel free to 
email me or create an ac-
count and order shares for the 
2015 season by:  1. Clicking on 
Member Login under the cen-
ter photo on the farm website 
www.stoneledge.farm. 2. Login 
using your e-mail address and 
password.  There is a Forgot 
Password link available. 3. Se-
lect the site (LOCUST POINT) 
and then you can select the 
CSA shares you would like to 
order.  4. Read and check off the 
Member Agreement and also 
the Volunteering Agreement 
for your CSA site.  5. Select the 
payment method and complete 
your order.  A confi rmation e-
mail will be sent to you once 
the order is complete.  The fi rst 
delivery for the 2015 season is 
tentatively scheduled for June 
8 at 3300 Tierney Place.  

BY JOANNE TIMMINS
Spring is in the air, and 

so the White House’s  Annual  
Easter Egg Roll is not far be-
hind. This year, the theme of 
the Easter Egg Roll is ‘Gimme 
5’, in which First Lady Michelle 
Obama asks families across 
America to tell her fi ve ways in 
which they’re leading health-
ier lives.  I’m so proud to say 
that TNCAP has taken up this 
theme as well, as our mission is 
in part to “advocate for healthy 
and productive lifestyles and 
respect for the diverse needs 
of the Throggs Neck commu-
nity”.

Concern for the general 
level of fi tness and health of 
American citizenry has risen 
because chronic and degener-
ative health conditions arise 
from obesity and inactiv-
ity. New York Department of 
Health  has declared childhood 
obesity a serious concern (NYC 
Vital Signs, June 2009). More 
than one-third of NYC school-
children are obese or over-
weight, as are more than one-
half of NYC adults (Take Care 

New York 2016). It is projected 
that one-third of all children 
born in 2000 or later will suf-
fer from diabetes at some point 
in their lives.  Mrs. Obama has 
stated as her goal to “change 
the way  kids think about food 
and physical activity (www.
letsmove.gov)”.

TNCAP would like to share 
some of our work- in- progress 
on encouraging health and 
wellness. First, our Annual 
Poster Campaign has as its 
theme, ‘Eat Well, Play Well’. We 
aim to have kids think about 
how they can get 60 minutes 
per day of activity and how 
they can make healthier food 
choices. The kids  then produce 
posters which show  how they 
will incorporate these ideas 
into their daily lives. This year, 
the semifi nalist posters will be 
put on our Facebook page for 
voting, so keep checking our 
page so that you can be a part of 
the process and see the wonder-
ful artwork and creative think-
ing of our elementary and mid-
dle-schoolers on the colorful 
posters generously donated by 

Senator Jeff Klein.
Second,  TNCAP is engag-

ing with our partners in the 
community to address the 
growing epidemic of prescrip-
tion pain killer abuse. Accord-
ing to a recent Newsday arti-
cle, pain-killer related deaths 
quadrupled between 1999 and 
2013. Poisoning is now the 
major cause of unintentional 
injury deaths, mainly due to 
overdose with prescription 
pain-killers.  

Recently Throggs Neck 
Pharmacy addressed our co-
alition to discuss the controls 
they are implementing when 
it comes to dispensing medi-
cations with abuse potential. 
They advise their custom-
ers to be aware that pain can 
sometimes be relieved using 
less potent and nonaddictive 

alternatives. All medications 
should always be taken exactly 
as prescribed, and then prop-
erly disposed of. Prescription 
pain-killers can be put in wet 
coffee grounds and dissolved 
before disposal. New York City 
also allows fl ushing of unused 
medicines. Medications should 
never be shared.  Many thanks 
to Throggs Neck Pharmacy for 
their commitment to the health 
of the community. 

We would also like to thank 
the nurses from Jacobi Medi-
cal Center’s Comprehensive 
Addictions Treatment Center 
for taking the time from their 
hectic schedule to address the 
TNCAP coalition. Use of her-
oin is increasing as abusers 
look for a cheaper alternative 
to prescription pain-killers. 
For more information about 
the program, call the CATC at 
(718) 918-4465.

We were pleased to learn 
more about the work the Locust 
Point Civic Association is doing 
to bring fresh, organic produce 
to Throggs Neck through their 
Community Supported Agri-

culture project. By partnering 
with an upstate organic farm, 
they are able to bring seasonal, 
locally grown food to the com-
munity. Most produce avail-
able in the grocery store  today 
travels an average of 1500 miles 
to get here.  Produce is picked 
before it’s ripe so that it can 
withstand the long travel time, 
and genetic engineering is em-
ployed to help create strains 
that can withstand these con-
ditions. Health experts agree 
that eating a variety of vegeta-
bles and fruit optimizes health.     

For more information on 
this program, contact Chrys 
Napolitano at cnapolitano@
netzero.net.

So, how about a spring 
tune-up?  We can move our 
bodies more in our daily lives 
and eat more healthfully. 
Then, when spring fi nally ar-
rives, we’ll be spry as the Eas-
ter Bunny. 

We would love to hear your 
ideas on making Throggs Neck 
a more healthful community. 
You can e-mail your comments 
to jtimmins@adapp.org.
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Action
Association

Hearts Of Honor, Inc. and 
& RCN Builders Group will 
hold a  dinner and dance 
fundraiser to benefi t Make-
A-Wish® Metro New York, on  
Sunday, April 12,  4 p.m. cock-

Make-A-Wish fundraiser April 15
tail hour, with dinner to fol-
low at the Marine del Rey, 1 
Marina Drive.

What better way to con-
tribute to an ever so heart felt 
cause for our children. Make- 

A-Wish helps make wishes 
come true for children who 
have life threatening condi-
tions. It is communities and 
merchant associations like 
our own that can make all the 

more difference in a child’s 
life.

The cost is $175 per person 
or $1750 per table.

Included in the day’s events 
will be a 50/50 and silent auc-

tion
For tickets or further infor-

mation call Tashel Speirs at 
(347) 852-3742 or Michael Ra-
gusa  at (917) 801-4000.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
New Yorkers continue to 

face a myriad of unresolved, 
and in many cases self-in-
fl icted, transportation woes.

While the winter of 2015 was 
indisputably terrible, the real-
ity is that many potholes, rough 
roads, and poor paving areas 
pre-existed that thankfully 
concluded season.  The severe 
weather only made the situa-
tion worse. But negligent main-
tenance of roads is only part of 
New York City’s transportation 
infrastructure issues.

Bronxites in particular are 
facing challenges in mobility.  
The utter, complete, and total 
negligence by city and state 
agencies ( and the elected offi -
cials charged with overseeing 
them) in planning for the new 
developments that have sprung 
up particularly in the North-
east section of the borough is a 
case study in bureaucrats gone 
AWOL from their responsibili-
ties.

A new 911 center, a new ma-
jor hotel, the recently opened 
enclosed mall at Co-op City, 
the Target Mall, and a major 
golf course are all welcome de-
velopments, bringing urgently 
needed commerce and employ-
ment to a county still suffering 
from a severe economic envi-
ronment.  

But during the many years 
that these important additions 
to the borough were being 

proposed, planned, and con-
structed, the various city and 
state agencies charged with 
transportation planning ap-
parently were asleep on their 
desks.

The informal transporta-
tion committee comprising of 
various northeast Bronx civic 
associations and other con-
cerned citizens has met and 
communicated with agency 
personnel. The results have 
been quite bluntly, insulting. 
At one meeting, held at Com-
munity Board 10’s offi ces, 
agency personnel, who clearly 
had not fulfi lled their planning 
responsibilities for years, came 
up with ridiculous suggestions 
that included giving out more 
tickets.

This negligence has contin-
ued for far too long, and has be-
come a pattern in NYC’s trans-
portation policy, particularly 
in its treatment of boroughs 
outside Manhattan. 

During the periods of New 
York’s most explosive growth, 
transportation infrastructure 
was a catalyst for development.  
The subway system allowed 
NYC to develop into one of the 
world’s most productive cities.  
An extensive road and rail net-
work, combined with an active 
seaport, brought prosperity to 
the entire region.

But as time moved on, the 
city’s leaders forgot the trans-
portation assets that made New 

York great. 
  • Corruption, high taxes, a 

tolerance of organized crime, 
and failure to plan for the fu-
ture resulted in the deteriora-
tion of NYC’s ability to compete 
with other areas in the ship-
ping trade.

• No longer did the subways 
follow the city’s growth.  A ma-
jor example: Co-op City is one 
of the most densely populated 
communities on the planet, 
and it does not have a rail link.  
There are proposals to eventu-
ally link it with Metro-North 
stop.

• Cargo rail transportation 
deteriorated.  The Port Au-
thority, which was originally 
formed to provide a major rail 
connection to the city from the 
U.S. mainland, never completed 
this original assignment. Rail 
freight must travel up to Al-
bany and back down to reach 
the area. Indeed, NYC has a 
less adequate rail infrastruc-
ture than it did in the 1930’s.

• The Port Authority contin-
ues to be a major detriment to 
the city, with its skyrocketing 
tolls and awful administration 
of area airports.  Numerous 
observers from all parties and 

ideologies have agreed that 
NYC is poorly served by its air-
ports, with LaGuardia being 
perhaps the worst major city 
airport in the nation—a na-
tional disgrace.

• Bizarre assaults on resi-
dents of non-Manhattan bor-
oughs merely seeking to drive 
to their inner city jobs have be-
come a mainstay of “progres-
sive” city policy.  New schemes 
are continuously fl oated to 
prevent drivers from entering 
Manhattan or to charge them 
tolls, without any plans to of-
fer mass transit alternatives. 
One lost opportunity: some of 
the original proposals for what 
became Manhattan’s 2nd Av-
enue subway project called for 
extending the line north into 
the Bronx. The concept was 
rejected. Add to this the dev-
astating effects on traffi c re-
sulting from former Mayor 
Bloomberg’s weird alterations 
to Manhattan roadways.

There are remedies to this 
pattern of negligence, both 
short and long term. But fi rst, 
of course, the existing road in-
frastructure must be properly 
maintained. As reported re-
cently by the AAA, the city’s 
refusal to accept responsibil-
ity for the poor conditions of 
its roads must stop. This is 
nothing new. While in offi ce, 
Borough President Fernando 
Ferrer had to threaten to sue 
Mayor   Dinkins in order to get 

City Hall to pay attention to the 
plight of Bronx drivers.

One dodge that city agen-
cies employ to excuse their neg-
ligence is the ploy of extended 
studies which never seem to 
end. There is no practical rea-
son why a common sense ex-
amination of obvious needs, 
for example, improved exits 
and entrances to the Bay Plaza 
mall area, cannot be swiftly 
completed, followed by a timely 
start of construction.  Some 
of these studies were actually 
performed decades ago at the 
urging of former assemblyman 
Stephen Kaufman.

Express bus service, which 
has deteriorated since it was re-
moved from the private sector, 
needs to be expanded and this 
can be done rapidly.  A salient 
example: Manhattan’s west 
side has seen signifi cant devel-
opment, yet there is still no ex-
press bus link between it and 
the northeast Bronx. This can 
be remedied quickly.

For far too long, Bronx-
ites, their civic associations 
and their elected offi cials have 
been far too polite to,  and toler-
ant of, negligent city and state 
transportation and planning 
organizations. It’s time for that 
to change.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into radio amfm247.
com, and visit our website at co-
mactainc.com.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Long meeting, lots of ideas 

and activities. If you don’t 
think you’ll get this in time, 
please make our meeting and 
look into our Yahoo group. 
From the commander: we 
will be submitting our post 
reports to chronicle all we do 
offi cially on paper.  We wel-
comed a special neighbor-
hood guest, our neighbor Cu-
ban Al’s daughter, who will 
be sponsoring a Cancer Walk 
at Msgr. Scanlan High School 
ballfi eld, on Saturday, May 30 
starting at 4 p.m., please think 
about stopping by and doing a 

lap around the ballfi eld for a 
good cause. 

     Speaking of health, Com-
munity Board 10 will be spon-
soring a Healthy Challenge 
again this spring.  Connect 
with them on facebook and 
see if you or any group - espe-
cially youth and kids groups, 
would like to join in!

Events:  On Saturday, 
March 28, the 50th Anniver-
sary of the end of the Viet-
nam War will be remem-
bered at TN Post 1456 from 3 
to 6 p.m.; don’t forget the cer-
emony at Water Street, NYC; 
this Thursday at 6 p.m. there 

will be a 1st District Legion 
meeting at TN Memorial Post 
1456, cost for dinner is $30; on 
Tuesday, April 7 we have the 
Bronx County Legion Meet-
ing at Morris Park Civic / 
Post 19 starting at 7 p.m.; the 
17th of April we have the Na-
tional Commander’s visit at 
Antun’s in Queens; the  Sat-
urday, April 18 portion of the 
WTC presentation ceremony 
at Silver Beach is cancelled, 
more info on that soon; on 
Thursday, April 16 at the 
Bronx VA, we will host Ft. 
Hamilton and Department of 
Defense offi cials to discuss 

opening the facilities at the 
historic site for use by autho-
rized veterans; on Monday, 
May 11 at 9 a.m., we will have 
the Borough President’s Vet-
erans Breakfast at Maestro’s 
on Bronxdale, kicking off 
Bronx Week which ends on 
the 17th with their traditional 
parade, vicinity of Mosholu 
Parkway.  Whew!!

On sick call we have Je-
rome Decanio, Sr. and Joe Ga-
rofolo and we report our long 
time county secretary, Joan 
Wadman is doing OK. They 
may not look it, but Ed Mc-
Gee and JP are doing much 

better.
PC Joe Mondello reports 

that the Post 253 Legion Rid-
ers are alive and well and 
would like to expand member-
ship and brotherhood to all in 
the Bronx County American 
Legion. Those veterans who 
love to ride for a good cause, 
please contact us. 

Next meeting is the third 
Sunday in April at the Turner 
Club, starting 11a.m. sharp. 

Until next Ttme:  Twenty-
two young veterans a day... 
have you heard?  Do you 
know?  What can we do about 
it?     
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We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

This winter was one of the 
coldest on record, but spring al-
lergy season is already beginning 
and it’s time for sufferers to start 
preparing now. An estimated 50 
million Americans suffer from 
seasonal allergies, which are com-
monly called hay fever. Symp-
toms include itchy eyes, nose and 
throat; sneezing; stuffy or runny 
nose; tearing or dark circles un-
der the eyes.

 “Even with snow still on the 
ground, trees have started bud-
ding and are the fi rst to produce 
pollen, creating major problems for 
people with allergies,” said David 
Rosenstreich, M.D., chief of the Di-
vision of Allergy and Immunology 
at Montefi ore Medical Center. “The 
symptoms people experience often 
resemble a common cold, but, if it 
happens every year at this time, 
it’s most likely to be allergies.”

Allergy symptoms result from 
an overreaction by the body’s im-
mune system, which mistakes pol-
len for a foreign invader and at-
tacks it – leading to the release of 
chemicals called histamines into 
the blood. As they travel through 
the bloodstream, the histamines 
latch onto receptors on a variety of 
cells, causing them to swell. That 
infl ammation is what makes so 
many allergy sufferers miserable.

People with asthma are espe-
cially affected by allergies and 
may have asthma attacks, which 
can be dangerous and even life-
threatening. Asthma often is trig-
gered by allergies; though most 
people with allergies do not de-
velop asthma.

Over-the-counter medications 
often reduce allergy symptoms, by 
blocking the histamine from caus-
ing cells to swell. But people who 
experience diffi culty breathing or 
symptoms that become more severe 
should seek medical attention. A 
physician may be able to prescribe 
stronger medications if needed.

 “By taking medicine early, you 
can prevent the symptoms before 
they begin,” Dr. Rosenstreich said. 
“If you start after the symptoms 
are in full swing, it’s much harder 
to stop the allergic reaction than 
to prevent it from the beginning.”

In addition to medications, 
lifestyle changes can help relieve 
symptoms. Several to consider in-
clude:

 Limiting outdoor activities 
during days with high pollen 
counts.

Keeping windows closed (at 

Spring allergy 
season nears

home or in the car) to keep pollen 
out.

Installing your air conditioners 
early, since they’re ideal for fi lter-
ing the outside air that comes into 
your home.

Washing your hair after com-
ing indoors.

Refraining from mowing lawns 
or raking leaves because this stirs 
up pollen and molds.

Avoiding hanging sheets or 
clothes outside to dry.

 There are generally three pol-
len seasons that vary in different 
parts of the country. Early spring 
is typically when trees pollinate, 
with birch, cedar, cottonwood and 
pine trees causing the biggest al-
lergic triggers. Tree pollination in 
the Northeast has already begun, 
according to Dr. Rosenstreich, and 
lasts through early June, but can 
be almost year-round in warmer 
climates. Grass pollen allergies 
typically arise in late spring, and 
weeds cause hay fever from the 
summer through the fall. Ragweed 
is often one of the biggest offenders 
in most regions, as it can grow in 
nearly every environment.

 “There’s no reason for people 
with allergies to suffer,” Dr. Rosen-
streich said. “As long as you take the 
proper precautions, you should be 
able to enjoy the outdoors and make 
the most of the warm weather.”

David L. Rosenstreich, M.D., is 
Board Certifi ed in Allergy & Im-
munology and Internal Medicine, 
and is a professor in both the De-
partment of Medicine and the De-
partment of Microbiology and Im-
munology at the Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine. He is the chief 
of the Division of Allergy and Im-
munology in the Department of 
Medicine at Montefi ore Medical 
Center. Dr. Rosenstreich has re-
ceived many awards, including the 
Danziger Distinguished Scholar 
Award in Microbiology and Immu-
nology and a Public Health Service 
Commendation for his work with 
the U.S. Public Health Service. As 
a scientifi c investigator, he has fo-
cused on the pathophysiology and 
etiology of allergic diseases, in-
cluding asthma. Dr. Rosenstreich 
has authored or co-authored over 
130 original research publications 
in peer-reviewed journals, and is 
the editor of three books. He is also 
the co-director of the Montefi ore 
Asthma Center, and has served as 
a consultant to the New York City 
Department of Health Citywide 
Asthma Initiative. 
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Preston High School is proud to an-
nounces that this year’s card party 
will be held on Saturday, March 28. at 
6 p.m. in the Preston Gymnasium. 

The event is sponsored by the Ad-
vancement Offi ce and the Parent Aux-
iliary. 

This year’s theme is “Miss Preston” 
and promises to be great fun. 

Tickets: $25 each, or purchase a 
whole table for $200 (tables seat 8-10 
people). Ticket Price includes: snacks, 
soda, coffee, and dessert. Plus, each 
person receives an entry for a table 
door prize raffl e. Feel free to bring in 
your own beverages, food, or snacks.

Preston High School
Card Party March 28

Fantastic prizes include: a42” TV, 
summer Family Membership to the 
VIP Country Club, 4 Park Hopper 
passes to Walt Disney World, designer 
handbags, and much more! 

Raffl es drawn all night! 50/50, 
money trees, plus other exciting raf-
fl es. 

For tickets send a check or money 
order to:  (check payable to Preston 
High School): Advancement Offi ce, 
Preston High School 2780 Schurz Av-
enue, Bronx, NY 10465 or call the Ad-
vancement Offi ce at (718) 863-9134 ext. 
143. Pay online by credit card at mis-
sprestoncardparty.eventbrite.com

Students from Cardinal Spellman High School practice during a recent rehearsal for 
the production of Beauty and the Beast in the school’s auditorium. Since October, the 
young actors and actresses have been preparing for opening night. The Cardinal’s 
Players will present Beauty and the Beast, a musical based on the 1991 Disney fi lm, 
on Friday, March 27 and Saturday, March 28 at 8 p.m., and Sunday, March 29 at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are available online at: www.cardinalspellman.org and click on the link to buy 
tickets. For further information and details, email: playtickets@cardinalspellman.org 
or telephone (718) 881-8000, ext. 231.

(Above) Ruby Melendez, Joshua Smith, Chanda Plummer, Tiffanie Morales, Tariq 
Shinnery and Aimee Parrilla rehearse for their upcoming performance of Beauty and 
the Beast.

Beauty And The Beast At Spellman

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your Clinical Studies 
in New York’s largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

NYU School of Medicine

Have you experienced a traumatic 
event? Are you depressed and 

anxious? Are you experiencing 
fl ashbacks? Irritability?  

If so, you may be eligible to participate in a 
study that involves taking an investigational 

medication or placebo for one week. Th is study 
takes place at New York University School of 

Medicine over the course of fi ve visits. You must 
be between the ages of 18 and 60, medically 

healthy and currently not taking medications. 
You will be compensated for your time.  

For more information, please call 646-754-4831.
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7TH ANNUAL
5K RUN &
FAMILY FUN 
RUN/WALK

SATURDAY

APRIL 25
2015
BRONX ZOO

TO REGISTER OR DONATE, GO TO

WCSRUNFORTHEWILD.ORG

JOIN US FOR ONE OF THE WILDEST EVENTS IN  
NEW YORK AND MAKE TRACKS FOR GORILLAS!

RE-SCHEDULED ANNIVERSARY EVENT

April 16, 2015

35th

Every business who advertised in the 35th Anniversary Supplement is
invited to share in the celebration on Thursday, April 16th, at the Alley Cat Cafe,

3602 East Tremont Avenue, starting at 6 p.m.

Come and meet the new owners of the Bronx Times Reporter,
Jennifer and Les Goodstein, and other prominent Bronxites.

Join the Celebration
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BY STEVEN GLOSSER 
AND  LOUIS LUTNICK  

     On March 10,  The Pel-
ham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association held its  monthly 
meeting. As always our meet-
ing was heavily attended,  es-
pecially since this month our 
featured speaker was our new 
49th Precinct captain, Tim 
McCormack. 

The meeting began with 
PPNA chairperson Edith  
Blitzer taking questions from 
attendees. The hot topic was  
barbecuing in the various 
parks in our community. This 
has  been a topic for many 
years, and as those who know 
the  PPNA’s activities we have 
being fi ghting against it. It 
is  illegal to barbeque in the 
parks on the northside of the  
parkway, southside of the 
parkway and the parks along 
the  parkway. The numbers of 
barbeques have decreased in 
the last  few years thanks to 
our efforts, along with other 
groups in  the neighborhood 
and our politicians, however 
it is an  ongoing problem 
that will no doubt continue 
and we will  continue to fi ght 
against. 

Also the suggestion of hav-
ing  more cameras in sensi-
tive locations was brought up 
and the  PPNA agreed to fol-
low up with the proper agency 
and inquire  about it. Also as 
it gets warmer we can expect 
to see more  graffi ti in the 
neighborhood, which already 
has a large  amount in it al-
ready. Any graffi ti can be re-
ported to Senator Jeff Klein’s 
offi ce and they will take steps 
to get it  removed. 

Captain McCormack spoke  
to the group about crimes go-
ing on in the neighborhood. 
The  big news is that statisti-
cally so called ‘big’ crime are 

at  the same level this year as 
it was last year. By ‘big’ he 
means murders, rapes, shoot-
ings, etc. 

The biggest  increases 
were in grand larceny, which 
have spiked from  last year. 
Indeed there have been many 
incidents of car  windows be-
ing broken around the neigh-
borhood. The captain stressed 
that in most cases it is being 
done by the same  people over 
and over again. And there 
have been a few incidents 
where nothing was stolen but 
the car windows were  just be-
ing broken randomly.    

The other topic that Cap-
tain McCormack wanted to 
talk about and a crime that 
has increased in recent years 
is the amount of fraud that 
is going on in our neighbor-
hood. The biggest culprit is 
our mail. Criminals are going 
into our mailboxes and steal-
ing our checks, money orders, 
and other vital information 
and using it to their advan-
tage. Checks and money or-
ders are stolen and crooks use 
laser scanners to reproduce 
them and then make them out 
to themselves. And of course 
vital information, like social 
security numbers, can be 
taken from sensitive pieces of 
mail. 

In order to protect your-
self all mail should be put 
in the post offi ce, not in the 
mailboxes, also consider pay-
ing bills online as opposed 
to through the mail. With re-
gards to mailboxes some have 
been fi xed (or it is a defect, we 
do not know which) so that 
mail catches on top, in par-
ticular the box on Lydig and 
Holland avenues is known to 
have this issue. Please double 
check to make sure your mail 
goes down in order to protect 

yourself and ensure your mail 
is not being ripped up.   

There are multiple e-scams 
being perpetrated from such 
sites as Craig’s list. 

Like the captain said: “If it 
is too good to be true, it prob-
ably isn’t true”. Also be very 
careful when using PayPal on 
the internet. Some sites pre-
tend to be PayPal when they 
really aren’t. With regards 
to email don’t trust sites that 
claim to be your bank or a ser-
vice provider. If an email has 
a link don’t click it. Usually if 
it’s not legit and the link will 
send you to a third party site 
that looks like the intended 
site and when you put in your 
username and password it 
will steal the info so hackers 
can access your account. In-
stead open up your browser 
and go to the site yourself (i.e. 
chase.com, aol.com etc.) and 
check for yourself if what it 
claims is true. 

There are many phone 
scams being perpetuated on 
the elderly in the neighbor-
hood, although they are not 
the only victims. It is impor-
tant to note that no govern-
ment or city agency will call 
and ask anyone for money. 
For instance a popular one is 
if you get a call from the state 
police asking for a donation, 
it is not legit. They are scam-
mers looking for money. 

Other popular ones in-
clude the IRS calling saying 
you owe money, A police offi -
cer calling and saying a rela-
tive needs money for a bond or 

bail, or a ‘charity’ asking for 
a donation. Usually all these 
callers ask you to put money 
on a green dot card (or similar 
card) and give them the num-
ber. They do this because they 
know the number cannot be 
traced. Generally speaking if 
someone you don’t know per-
sonally calls you and solicits 
you for money you should not 
trust them. And if they know 
info they shouldn’t know like 
names, addresses or phone 
numbers still don’t trust 
them as in this new Internet 
age that info is easy to get. 

There are many lottery 
scams going on as well. They 
are akin to the old Nigerian 
scams or Spanish lottery 
scams a lot of people are famil-
iar with. Basically the prem-
ise is as follows, someone is 
holding a winning lottery 
ticket and asking you to cash 
it for a fee because they are an 
illegal alien, underage, or un-
able to access the money them-
selves. They will ask you to 
pay the fee by western union 
and they will split the money 
only with you (usually with 
you receiving far more than 
50%). You pay the fee, sending 
it to the place they provide you 
of course and then they dis-
appear leaving you out of the 
money you spent on the fee. 
There are many other scams 
out there please be aware and 
vigilant and never put your 
guard down. 

Now you may remember 
earlier in the article that some 
crimes are being done by the 
same culprits over and over 
again. You may ask yourself 
how is this possible if they are 
being caught? Well this was 
the last major point the cap-
tain had and that is the court 
cannot prosecute someone 
without victims stepping for-

ward and following through 
the entire process. He needs 
the complainant to sign an 
affi davit on what they have 
seen. He needs someone to say 
what they saw and to cooper-
ate with the police so they 
may too follow through. In 
particular for the car break-
ins, a victim will just pay for 
a new window and not want 
to go through the process of 
signing an affi davit, going to 
court, or testifying against 
the criminal. It is a long pro-
cess but victims should re-
member if someone had fol-
lowed through before then 
maybe the criminal wouldn’t 
have been on the streets in 
order to do any crime in the 
present. 

The topic of traffi c con-
gestion was mentioned, in 
particular the congestion ev-
ery morning on Bronx Park 
East, Boston Road, and White 
Plains Road. The Department 
of Transportation is cur-
rently doing a survey on the 
area. There is some talk of 
staggering the lights prior to 
these streets in order to stop 
the jam in this area.   

The next meeting of the 
Pelham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Association will be the 
second Tuesday of April, 
which is April 14. Please bring 
your friends and neighbors. It 
is important to have commu-
nity involvement. 

Our goal is to have a clean, 
safe and graffi ti free neigh-
borhood. In addition the 
PPNA will have our Annual 
Fundraiser Thursday, May 28 
at Maestro’s. If you need more 
info about it please look us up 
on Facebook, just type Pel-
ham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association in Facebooks 
search engine and you will 
fi nd us. 

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Here are some up-com-

ing events: on Tuesday, April 
7, the Bronx County Meet-
ing will be held at the John 
Frasier Bryant Post 19, Morris 
Park Community Center, 1824 
Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, 
NY; Friday, April 17, the Na-
tional Commander’s Visit and 

Dinner will be held at Antun’s 
in Queens, NY. Cost is $ 65 per 
person. Call the County for res-
ervations; Tuesday, May 5, the 
County Meeting at the Union-
port Post; and the County Con-
vention on Friday, June 5 at 
the Sam Young Post.

All post commanders are 
asked to attend the county 
meetings. If unable to do so, 
please send a rep to stand in 

for you.
The Sam Young Member-

ship meeting will be held on 
Saturday, April 4 at 1 p.m.. The 

weather should break by then, 
I think? So come on out. Are 
you listening Clorindo?

Trivia Time!!
The fi rst woman was seated 

in the electric chair on March 
20, 1899. Oh, Okay

I’ll tell you who she was 
next week. Are you listen-
ing Joe Cusimano, 7th degree 
black belt in Triviology?

Patrick Henry’s ‘Give Me 

Liberty or Give Me Death’ 
speech happened on March 23, 
1775.

The Exxon Valdez spilled 
it’s oil in Alaska on March 24, 
1989.

The fi rst Medal of Honor 
was awarded to Jacob Parrott 
on March 25, 1863.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.

BY LYNN GERBINO
Our next meeting will be 

held on Tuesday, March 31, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Villa Barone 
Manor. Our guest speakers 
will be John Doyle and Chrys 
Napolitano, members of  NY 
Rising, who will give a pre-
sentation. We look forward 
to seeing you all there! It has 

been a long winter and now 
it is time to get back into the 
swing of things!!

Our April meeting will 
be on, Tuesday, April 28, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Villa Barone 
and our guest speaker will 
be Dr. Christina Coyle, an in-
fectious disease expert, will 
speak on vaccinations and 

why they are important. I am 
also going to try to get some-

one from the post offi ce as I 
have been hearing some com-
plaints about service.

Have a wonderful week. If 
you have not paid your dues, 
please do so by sending a $15 
check to: Throggs Neck Ho-
meowners Association, P.O. 
Box 25, Throggs Neck Station, 
Bronx, NY 10465. Part of your 

dues money goes to your sub-
scription to the Bronx Times 
Reporter, which you receive 
weekly. 

Please ‘like’ us on Face-
book. We are Throggs Neck 
Homeowners Association! If 
you need to reach us, please 
call us at (718) 823-0327. 













BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 27-APRIL 2, 2015 79  BTR

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The city champion Wings 

boys’ basketball team has a 
chance to play in a national 
tournament, but it may do so 
without the blessing of the 
New York State Federation.

The Public School Athletic 
League Class AA city cham-
pion Vikings are slated to par-
ticipate in the four-team fi eld 
of the Dick’s Sporting Goods 
High School Nationals start-
ing April 2 at Christ the King 
in Middle Village, according 
to a report in USA Today.

Fellow city champion 
Wings Academy will compete 
in the eight-team boys’ tour-
nament. The event features 
some of the best teams in the 
country and has its fi nals at 
Madison Square Garden. The 
two city teams are the lowest-
ranked squads in their re-
spective fi elds.

“Our kids and coaches are 

excited to play in this tour-
nament and we’re thrilled to 
give them this opportunity,” 
said department of Education 
spokesman Jason Fink.

Participating in a tour-
nament like this was consid-
ered a major no-no by the New 
York State Federation back in 
2011, when Boys & Girls and 
Murry Bergtraum took part 
in the ESPN Rise National 
High School Invitational.

The Dick’s event happens 
after the state Federation 
tournament, which is March 
27–29 in Albany this year. 
That puts it after the 22 weeks 
allotted by rule for the winter 
season, according to Robert 
Zayas, the executive director 
of the New York State Public 
High School Athletic Associ-
ation. New York State teams 
are also only allowed to par-
ticipate in one postseason 
tournament, which by rule 

starts with playoff games in 
their league and ends with 
the Federation tournament.

The New York City De-
partment of Education does 
not see the PSAL’s action as a 
violation of the rules because 
it is an independent league 
that voluntarily participates 
in the New York State Fed-
eration along with the state’s 
other leagues and it is free to 
make decisions that are in the 
best interest of its student-
athletes.

Federation executive 
board member Tom Murray, 
who represents the Catholic 
High School Athletic Associ-
ation, said the PSAL made it 
known back in the fall that it 
would petition the New York 
State Education Department 
for a waiver to take part in the 
national tourney. The New 
York City Department of Edu-
cation would not comment on 

whether the league ever made 
the waiver request, but per-
mission was not needed in the 
department’s eyes.

Murray said the Federa-
tion board has not heard 
about any such request so far.

If a waiver is not granted, 
the PSAL would need to pres-
ent its case to the Federation 
executive board next week-
end during the state tourna-
ment. Murray said this “prob-
ably wouldn’t the fi rst time” 
the PSAL has tried to chal-
lenge state rules.

“I’m sure it will come up 
[at the Federation],” he said.

The Federation cannot 
stop PSAL teams from com-
peting in a national tourna-
ment, but could deliver conse-
quences for doing so. In 2011, 
the CHSAA threatened to 
have its teams boycott play-
ing PSAL squads if it didn’t 

“It’s going to be crazy. We just have to make 
sure we stay prepared, we stay on point, and we 
don’t get rattled as soon as we get up there.”

JESSIE GOVAN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

Wings’ in national tourney 
could anger state Federation

PSAL Class AA city champions Wings will play in the Dick’s Nationals tournament in April. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 81

The Sports Curmud-
geon is back from Arizona 
and talked about College                                                                                                                                       
basketball, “If one seeks to 
“increase scoring” by going 
to the rule book and making 
changes – other than the triv-
ial way of making fi eld goals 
worth 5 points each and foul 
shots worth 3 points – I believe 
the most effective thing to do 
would be to devalue dunking 
the basketball.  No, it should 
not be outlawed as it was for 
more than a decade.  However, 
if a dunk were only worth 1 
point instead of 2 points, there 
would be a real incentive for 
players to learn to get open 
and hit a jump shot.  Should 
that need reinforcing, add to 
the rule book that any player 
who hangs on the rim for any 
reason receives a technical 
foul and you will have dis-
couraged the  alley oop play 
suffi ciently.

I would prefer that they 
leave the 35-second shot clock 
alone and leave men’s col-
lege basketball as a game that 
is distinct from the NBA or 
women’s basketball or high 
school basketball.  If a game 
winds up 53-51 and neither 
team ever led by more than 
6-points throughout the game, 
I think that game is plenty 
exciting and interesting to 
watch.  Just because the fi nal 
score is 83-81 does not make a 
game exponentially more in

Madness, 
Indeed

Continued on Page 82
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BY STEPHEN ZITOLO 
Fordham’s season ran into a road-

block, her name was Aliyyah Hand-
ford or “Aliyyah Hand-full” as Ford-
ham head coach Stephanie Gaitley 
called the St. John’s junior guard.

Handford was a thorn in the side 
of Fordham all afternoon. She scored 
19 of her 23 points in the fi rst half and 
grabbed 10 rebounds in the game to 
lead the host Red Storm to a in a 77-63 
victory over Fordham in the second 
round of the WNIT last Sunday.

“They wore us down,” Gaitley said 
of St. John’s. “We tried to mix up some 
defenses. What happens is when you 
draw to much attention to her it opens 
easy shots for the other kids. We were 
able to match them offensively up to 
a certain point. But than we gave up 
some points and began to struggle on 
the offensive end. We had a couple of 
turnovers and than they ran with it 
and went on a run that put us to bed.”

Even with Handford putting up a 
dominant fi rst half performance the 
Rams (21-12) were still in the game. 

They never let St. John’s get to far 
ahead and continued to battle to keep 
themselves in the contest in the fi rst 
half. The game was kept close due in 
large part to senior forward Emily 
Tapio scoring 10 points for 19 points 
before the half and sophomore guard 
Hannah Missry with eight of her 11 
points before the break as the Rams 
trailed 38-32 at halftime.

Fordham was able to corral both 
Handford and the rest of her team-
mates for the fi rst eight minutes of 
the second half as it the cut the defi cit 
to 49-46 with 12:00 to go. But the over 
pursuit by he Rams defense trying to 
stop Handford allowed other St. John’s 
players to fi nd open shots. The Red 
Storm went on a 27-14 run to close the 
game and end the Rams’ season. Tif-
fany Ruffi n fi nished with 18 points for 
Fordham, which won the Atlantic-10 ti-
tle a year ago to reach the NCAA tour-
nament. Jade Walker added 17 points 
for St. John’s (23-10), which advances 
to the round of 16. Fordham now looks 
to a promsing future.    

“If we could accomplish what we 
did this year with some of the limita-
tions we had and the share of adversity 
we went through with injuries, I think 
we just have to build on the success 
we’ve had than we are in good shape 
with the solid recruiting class we have 
coming in,” Gaitley said.

Pecora fi red as Rams men’s basket-
ball coach: A strong fi nish this season 

wasn’t enough to save Tom Pecora’s job 
after fi ve tough seasons. Pecora was 
relieved of his duties on March 18 and 
a national search, led by Parker Exec-
utive Search, for his replacement has 
began. This year Rams team, which 
includes one of Pecora’s top recruiting 
classes, went 10-21 this season, but won 
fi ve of its last 11 games. Pecora went 44-
106 over his fi ve years at Rose Hill.   

Balanced St. John’s a 
handfull in Fordham’s 

season-ending loss 

Senior Emily Tapio paced Fordham with 19 points in a season ending loss to St. John’s in the 
WNIT. Fordham Athletics

BY WINSTON DINKINS
Can we say National Medals!  Last 

year at the 2014 USA Track & Field In-
door National Championship, we won 
three medals.  This year at the 2015 
USA Track & Field Hershey Youth In-
door National Championship, Velocity 
Track Club New York won 8 medals, 
God is Awesome!  The USATF Her-
shey Youth Championships at Prince 
George’s Sports & Learning complex 
was the place to be for every track & 
fi eld youth athlete.  The best in the 
country were there. U.S. Olympic high 
jump silver medalist Erik Kynard 
was on hand to encourage and inspire 
young people competing.  USATF.TV 
hosted a live broadcast of action for 
the duration of the event.  VTC had 
19 student athletes qualifi ed for this 
event at the zone meet and 17 made the 
trip to Landover, Maryland.  

Every athlete received a lovely 
USATF Hershey carrying bag and bid 
numbers from the event sponsors and 
through our fundraising campaign, 
we were able to purchase lovely long 
sleeve dri-fi t shirts with all of the ath-
letes’ names on the back and team 
name of the front.  We were feeling 
good with our new shirts, which gave 
our athletes more pride and we saw it 
in their performance.  We may have 
won 8 nationals medals, but if you can 
see the faces of our children, parents 

& coaches; you probably thought we 
broke many national records.  Our 
children exceeded their personal best 
and that is all any parent or coach 
could ask for if the child didn’t medal.  
Exceeding their personal was: Dar-

ius Gordon (1500m), Dontae Lindo 
(1500m), LaDarius Jones (SP), Jaleah 
Eargle, Shantea Leach, Giovanna 
Tolbert, Nariah Mathis (4 x 200m re-
lay), Julian Caldwell, Jordan Ingram, 
John Ogunwomoju & Dontae Lindo (4 

x 400m relay), Tiarra Jackson (RW).  
Great improvement!

Next, Velocity Track Club New York 
National Medalist with USA Track & 
Field All American status are:  Avery 
Philip, he won a bronze medal in the 
eight years old & under boys shot put.  
Tiarra Jackson won a silver medal 
in the 9 & 10 year old girls race walk.  
Lisha McKenzie won a bronze medal 
in the 11 & 12 years old girls’ 55 meter 
hurdles.  Darius Gordon won a bronze 
medal in the boys 15 & 16 age division 
long jump.  Julian Caldwell, Jordan 
Ingram, John Ogunwomoju & Dontae 
Lindo won bronze medals in the boys 
9 & 10 years old 4 x 400 meter relay.  We 
are proud of how far we have grown 
and we are excited of what the future 
brings.

This is a major accomplishment; 
our children, with coaches set goals 
and were able to follow through with 
the hard work to see them through.  If 
anyone knows a child who may be in-
terested in track & fi eld, we are hav-
ing our semiannual orientation on 
Friday, March 20 at 7 p.m. in the Bar-
tow Community Center in Co-op City. 
Parent or guardian must be present. 
For additional information, you can 
go to our web site Velocitytrack.org 
contact Coach Winston Dinkins at 
(718) 914-441-6196 or email me at WAT-
CLT@AOL.COM.

USA Track & Field Hershey Youth Indoor National Championship highlights
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Wings’ in national tourney could anger state Federation
not get suffi cient answers as to 

why the league chose to allow its 
teams to take part in the ESPN Rise 
Invitational. The other two Fed-
eration members considered simi-
lar bans, but none of them followed 
through after a conference call with 
PSAL Executive Director Donald 
Douglas. The hope then was that 
this issue would not arise again. No 
members have threatened a boycott 
at this time.

Wings coach Billy Turnage said 
his team excited about the opportu-
nity to compete in a national tour-
nament. The Wings play the Public 

High School Athletic Association 
champion in the Federation semifi -
nals on March 27 in Albany. Turnage 
and South Shore coach Anwar Glad-
den said they are going to follow the 
league’s leadership with it comes to 
the national tournament.

“If the PSAL is allowing us to play 
I am assuming they are not going to 
put the kids at risk and they have 
gone through the proper channels,” 
Turnage said.  

If the state allows South Shore and 
Wings to participate in a national 
tournament via a waiver, it would be 
a drastic change in policy and could 
set a precedent for other teams to take 

part in such events. Christ the King 
boys’ basketball coach Joe Arbitello, 
whose school will host the fi rst two 
days of the tournament, has been told 
by the Catholic league that it would 
not apply for the waiver in the fu-
ture for its teams, even if the PSAL is 
granted one.

Arbitello feels that, waiver or no 
waiver, it is inappropriate for the 
PSAL to allow its teams to play in the 
event like this when the leadership of 
the Federation’s other members are 
against it.

The coach is even threatening stay 
home from Albany and not defend 
the school’s consecutive state crowns 

against the PSAL.
“How are we going to allow them 

to play as a part of the state associa-
tion?” Arbitello said, saying the Fed-
eration tournament should be for 
teams that play by the Federation’s 
rules. “It’s a joke. I may not go to it 
then. I may not show up. I’m not go-
ing to give them the benefi t of playing 
us.”

Both South Shore and Wings, how-
ever, plan on being in Arbitello’s gym 
in April — as long as its league says 
it can play.

“It’s not like we tried to backdoor 
the PSAL,” Turnage said. “The PSAL 
came to us with it.

from Page 79

BY WILL SAMMON AND JOSEPH 
STASZEWSKI

Barbara Castro didn’t let the 
scoreboard stop her. She didn’t allow 
the game clock to dictate her next 
move, either. The Evander Childs 
Campus combo guard also didn’t pay 
attention to the crowd, which was al-
ready in celebration-mode.

She just kept playing.
With about 10 seconds left in 

the PSAL Class A girls’ basketball 
championship on March 21 and her 
team trailing by 23 points, Castro 
secured a loose ball after hitting the 
floor, somehow kept her dribble and 
then fired an outlet pass to Saman-
tha Guzman, who converted a layup 
as time expired.

It wasn’t quite the buzzer-beating 
play Castro dreamed of. Evander 
Childs lost, 67-46, to McKee/Staten 
Island Tech at Baruch College. Still, 
the final play of the game was an 
example why the Tigers were able 
to compete for a championship this 
season.

“Basketball is my passion and 
despite knowing that we were go-
ing to lose with that little amount of 
time left, I’m always going to keep 
pushing,” said Castro, a senior, who 
scored 14 points. “I wanted to keep 
playing my hardest until the buzzer 
sounded because this season meant 
a lot to me. I wanted to keep a killer’s 
mentality until the scoreboard had 
zeros.”

Castro scored a layup in transi-
tion after making a steal with about 
four minutes left in the third quarter 
to tie it at 35. But that’s when MSIT 
(19-6) started forcing turnovers on 
seemingly every possession. MSIT 
used a 17-4 run to close out the third. 
The third-seeded Seagulls made 
22 of 29 free throws to help seal it. 
Clare Mitchell scored 33 points for 
MSIT.

“We just got tired and I think we 
started defeated ourselves,” Castro 
said. “We could have beat them if 
we didn’t beat ourselves first. It was 

more mental than physical.”
The Tigers (19-4) played without 

leading scorer Julia Key, who aver-
aged 15 points per game, because she 
was declared academically ineligi-

ble late this week.
Despite being without Key, the 

Tigers made six three-pointers in 
the first half and trailed 32-28 at the 
break. April Acosta, who finished 

with 14 points, made three of those 
treys.

“They were hitting everything 
at first,” MSIT coach Peter LaMa-
rca said. “But we buckled down in 
the second half and only allowed 18 
points.”

Still, as a No. 12 seed, the Tigers 
accomplished quite a bit this season, 
including eliminating last season’s 
PSAL A division city champion and 
top-ranked Martin Luther King in 
a semifinal. A big reason why, Cas-
tro said, could be attributed to never 
giving up. 

“This was such a success for us,” 
Castro said. “We defeated so many 
previously undefeated teams. We 
had some great achievements.”

Maspeth 57, Frederick Douglass 
42: The No. 20-seeded Lions fell be-
hind 24-9 early in the second quar-
ter to No. 2 Maspeth and couldn’t dig 
out of the hole in the PSAL Class B 
boys’ basketball final at Baruch. The 
Lions, who trailed 35-17 at the half, 
pulled within as 11 with 1:32 on a 
three-pointer by Anthony Cawthon. 
Maspeth (27-1) responded with an 
8-0 run. Fredericks Douglass made 
one more surge to close the gap 49-39 
midway through the fourth. Again 
the Argonauts answered. 

“It was tough,” said Lions coach 
Jumel Carlos said. “We didn’t expect 
to be down so much. It threw us out 
of our rhythm. We didn’t play to the 
best of our ability.”

Cawthon paced the Lions (17-6) 
with 17 points and Alexander Dash 
added 10. Paolo Tamer scored 13 
points to lead four players in dou-
ble figures for Maspeth. Frederick 
Douglass, which finished third in 
its division, had to knock off top-
seeded Eagle Academy II in the 
semifinals to earn the right to play 
for the crown. 

“It shows they worked hard and 
believed in themselves,” Carlos 
said. “We faced a lot of adversity get-
ting to the final game. It just shows 
us how tough of a team we are.”   

Evander Child, Frederick Douglass fall in title games 

Frederick Douglass Academy III guard Anthony Cawthon drives to the hoop strong against 
Maspeth. Photo by Jason Speakman

Evander Childs guard Barbara Castro pulls up for a jumper against MSIT 
 Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The Wings Academy boys’ 

basketball team has moved 
past all of the joy that comes 
with basking in winning the 
school’s city title. Their hope 
is to take one fi nal bow at af-
ter the state Federation tour-
nament.

“I’m greedy,” Wings coach 
Billy Turnage sad “I want it 
all. 

When the team returned to 
school on March 16 they were 
greeted with standing ova-
tions and everyone, including 
themselves, were calling mem-
bers of the team “champ.”

“Everyone was just so 
proud of what we did,” George-
town-bound center Jessie Go-
van said. “I walked in and ev-
erybody started applauding.”

The veteran group wants 
to experience that again when 
it comes back from this week-
end’s state Federation Class 
AA tournament in Albany. 
The Wings take on local squad 
and unbeaten NYSPHSAA 
champion Shenendehowa 
on Friday night on the semi-
fi nals. Christ the King and 
Long Island Lutheran battle 
in the other semifi nal. 

“We want to continue to 

make history,” Turnage said 
“This has been a dream sea-
son for Wings Academy and 
we want to continue to build 
upon that.”

Turnage added that he had 
to crack the whip a little to 
refocus the group when it got 
back in the gym last Thurs-

day. Since then they have 
been locked in. Wings (26-2) 
leans heavily on the dominant 
6-foot-10 Govan and Hofstra-
bound point guard Desure 
Buie, but they aren’t in this 
position without help from the 
guys around them.

Senior guard Randy Corpo-

ran hit two big three-pointers 
in the championship victory 
over Cardozo and Kevin Say-
lor added 10 points. Jose Perez 
tallied 10 points in the quar-
terfi nals and dished out six as-
sists in the semis against Jef-
ferson. Jamar Brown added 
six boards in the semifi nals. 

“It’s big games where we 
are going to be denied,” Buie 
said of he and Govan “We are 
going to be struggling and you 
have to pick up. We have a lot 
of pieces this year. It’s not just 
us and one other piece.”

Wings knows it will battle 
more than a big and sharp-
shooting Shenendehowa 
team that beat Mount Vernon 
and Brentwood on its way to 
punching its ticket to Albany. 
The school is just 15 miles 
from UAlbany, the site of the 
Federation tournament. A 
large and energetic Shenen-
dehowa crowd is expected.  
Wings knows it can’t let the 
fans take them out of their 
game. 

“It’s going to be crazy,” 
Govan said. “We just have to 
make sure we stay prepared, 
we stay on point, and we don’t 
get rattled as soon as we get up 
there.”

The Wings are going up to 
Albany with a purpose and a 
clear goal. The city title is not 
enough and the goals of their 
season aren’t complete. 

 “After winning the city it 
made us hungrier,” Corporan 
said. “It made us get kind of 
greedy and win a lot more.”

teresting to watch. 
“Here Come De-Judge!”

Reggie Jackson is impressed by the 
play of Aaron Judge, ““He’s got power 
like Stargell, McCovey, “Jackson said. 
“Opposite-fi eld power, which is the 
best power you can have. That allows 
you to wait on the ball. He has power 
like a guy from the ‘60s and ‘70s.” 

 “A gentle giant,” Jackson said. “A 
sweetheart. A nice young man. He has 
signifi cant inner strength and con-
fi dence. He has a humble presence. 
Jackson said Judge is “built like a 
tight end,” and Judge did, in fact, play 
high school receiver and defensive end 
well enough to receive letters from 
major football programs. Judge’s fi rst 
love was baseball. though, so he went 
to Fresno State to hit, not be hit. 

Judge should start this season at 
Double-A Trenton. If he masters that 
level, he could bump up to Triple-A by 
midseason. If he has a good enough 
year, Judge could be a big part of the 
2016 major league plans. 

“He can miss the ball and hit the 
ball over the fence,” Jackson said. “He 
hit a homer the other day in Clearwa-
ter. It was a fl y ball for him. It was a 
routine fl y ball. His routine fl y balls 
are 380. He hit a 400-foot fl y ball and 
missed it. He hit a 400-foot fl y ball and 

missed it for a homer. He can do that if 
he is swinging late. He can hit the ball 
out of the ballpark from line to line. 
All he has to do is square the ball.”

Jets Band Aid

Rich Cimini (ESPNNY.com) wrote, 
“Ryan Fitzpatrick has been on the 
Jets’ radar for nearly two months as 
they monitored the Houston QB situa-
tion. Actually, this move is similar to 
what the previous regime did last year 
by signing Michael Vick -- an over-30 
player with experience in the offen-
sive coordinator’s system and a guy 
who can provide competition for Geno 
Smith. Presumably, Fitzpatrick will 
get a fair shot to compete for the start-
ing job, something Vick never was 
afforded. The basic dynamic doesn’t 
change, though: It’s a Band-Aid. The 
Jets continue to hold out hope that 
Smith can be the answer.”

Molinaro Maranara                                                                                                                                        
Bob Molinaro   (Hampton Roads 

Pilot) wrote, “In passing: The amount 
of money some NFL teams spend to 
attract free agents is in direct pro-
portion to how badly they scout and 
draft.

Open door policy: It may be worth 
wondering if Jim Boeheim’s niche in 
the Naismith Hall of Fame would be 
there if the NCAA had come down on 
him years ago. But don’t assume that 

the sanctions against Syracuse would 
have blocked his enshrinement. The 
innumerable troubles rascally Jerry 
Tarkanian had with the NCAA didn’t 
keep the Shark out of the Hall. This re-
calls a Tarkanian quote: “Nine out of 
10 schools are cheating. The other one 
is in last place.”     

Rocky Bridges

Bruce Jenkins remembered him: 
“A few highlights along the way. On 
being a bench guy for most of his ca-
reer:

I’ve been a paid spectator at some 
pretty interesting events, and I always 
had a good seat. I guess they fi gured 
there was no point in carrying a good 
thing too far.”

On making that ’58 All-Star team 
after posting a .307 average at the 
break:

“That surprised everybody. They 
were close to launching an investiga-
tion. Of course, I never got in the game. 
But I sat on the bench with Mickey 
Mantle, Ted Williams and Yogi Berra. 
I gave ‘em instructions on how to sit.”

 “I prefer fast food.”
 “On his physique: “I’m a hand-

some, debonair, easy goinging six-
footer. At least that’s what I told them 
at the Braille Institute.”

I remember Bridges standing in 
the batter’s box and taking pitches off 

his body in an effort to teach his play-
ers that getting hit doesn’t hurt. Ron 
Hunt was one of his all-star pupils.

Perry Patter

Dwight Perry (Seattle Times) 
wrote, “The Maple Leafs benched cen-
ter Nazem Kadri because he overslept 
and missed a team meeting.

Apparently Nazem just needed a 
few more Z’s.

Talk about watching an over-
matched 16-seed taking on a 1-seed on 
national TV this week.

But enough about Dick Vitale kiss-
ing Ashley Judd.

Golf icon Jack Nicklaus is launch-
ing his own line of ice cream.

Just one drawback: It’s tough to top 
on sundaes.

The Tuskegee and Albany State 
cheerleading teams were sent home 
after they brawled at halftime of a bas-
ketball game.

Apparently “Two hits … four hits 
…” wasn’t supposed to be on the cheer 
list.

Dana O’Neil of ESPN.com, on Jerry 
Tarkanian, Eddie Sutton, Kelvin 
Sampson and Bruce Pearl giving Jim 
Boeheim no cause for worry: “No mat-
ter what the NCAA does — suspends a 
coach for one game, fi ve, or a season — 
they survive, like cockroaches with a 
whistle and a whiteboard.”

Pipe Dreams:  “Here Come De-Judge!”; Jets Band Aid; Rocky Bridges
; 

from Page 79

Wings coach Billy Turnage and his team hope to also be celebrating a 
state Federation Class AA title this weekend in Albany. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

Desure Buie wants to lead Wings 
to a state Federation Class AA title 
this weekend in Albany. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

Greedy Wings sets sights on state crown 
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Parking dispute ends in a death
From page 1

Gjok Deda was arrested, arraigned and charged with fi rst degree manslaughter on Thurs-
day, March 19. Photo courtesy of Channel 2

Mandee property eyed as possible location for 45th Precinct
From page 1

The E. Tremont Avenue property which once housed Mandee is being pushed by community leaders to become the next home to the 45th 
Precinct and Police Service Area #8. Photo by Patrick Rocchio

death to be blunt impact to the head, 
and the death was ruled a homicide.

Deda fl ed the scene after the inci-
dent, but was arrested and arraigned 
four days later, on Monday, March 23. 

He is currently being held without 
bail after it was denied, and is expected 
back in court on Friday, March 27. 

According to reports, Deda has no 
previous criminal record.

Residents who knew both parties 
say that the two men were relatively 
quiet and kept to themselves, although 
they had more recollections of An-
tonucci, stating that he was notice-
ably friendly and was the type to say 
“hello”, ”goodbye” and “thank you’” as 
well as hold the door open for people.

“I’m sure he (Deda) didn’t wake up 
that morning with intentions of kill-
ing him (Antonucci),” said resident 
Michael Ingrassi, who frequently saw 
Antonucci before and after work dur-
ing the week. “It’s a shame though, es-
pecially considering that Antonucci 
seemed to be a genuinely nice person.”

“You can read the signs if somebody 
is nice or not - and Antonucci was”, he 

added.
Many residents are also in disbelief 

that an occurrence like this one would 
take place in their neighborhood.

“This neighborhood is shocked,” 
a resident of eight years stated. “Usu-
ally, situations like these are rare for 
middle class/retired neighborhoods 
like Country Club to witness, and it 
has resulted in residents taking pre-
caution by being more alert and aware 
of these instances.”

“It’s unfortunate that this type of 
incident took place in the neighbor-
hood,” said resident Bob Guiliano, who 
added that this situation is sad for the 
area and should have been avoided. 

“He (Deda) overreacted. There 
was no reason for him to take matters 
into his own hands in that particular 
way.”

This incident marks the second 
murder to take place within the con-
fi nes of the 45th Precinct this year, 
after Brooklyn resident Erik Perez al-
legedly killed his grandmother Alice 
Durso at her home at 633 Hollywood 
Avenue on the morning of New Year’s 
Day.

be perfect to have them in the same lo-
cation. This site is large enough and 
doesn’t require a ton of construction 
effort to make it work,” Bieder ex-
plained.

He confi rmed many of the issues 
expressed in the letter regarding the 
present states of both law enforce-
ment agencies citing the precinct’s de-
tective offi ces and PSA #8’s offi ces as 
being cramped.

CB 10 believes the 3860 E. Tremont 
Avenue property would provide both 
police agencies with modern, spa-
cious quarters which will lead to an 
improved work environment and bet-
ter public service.    

Marano added that moving the 
45th Precinct to this new location 
would rectify parking issues the de-
partment has faced over the years as 
the area became fully developed. 

In addition, Marano said should 
this idea become reality, vehicles 
involved in highway accidents cur-
rently parked along Tremont Avenue 
could be placed inside the property’s 
perimeter.

Kearns revealed CB 10 has sug-
gested re-purposing the existing 
precinct structure for community 
use such as office space, a recre-
ational center or a public or charter 
school.

The idea was presented before 
members of the Throggs Neck com-
munity during this past Thursday, 
March 19’s CB 10 meeting at Fort 
Schuyler House. No objections were 
raised. 
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPY
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