
BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A new resource is available 

for those who want to explore the 
borough.

The Bronx Tourism Council 
offi cially launched the fi rst an-
nual Bronx Visitors Guide on 
Wednesday, March 18.

The visitors guide is a 44-page 
booklet fi lled with destinations 
in the borough, 10,000 copies of 
which will be distributed at ho-
tels and visitors centers in Man-
hattan and the Bronx, as well as 

at Bronx cultural institutions.
The creation of the visitors 

guide is a signifi cant accom-
plishment in the tourism coun-
cil’s mission to attract people to 
the Bronx, said executive direc-
tor Olga Luz Tirado. 

“It establishes the Bronx as a 
viable destination for tourism,” 
she said.

The number of visitors to the 
borough has increased in recent 
years—tourism increased 14 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
When the new elementary 

school in Van Nest opens in the 
fall, it will bear late Council-
woman Madeline Provenzano’s 
name.

Community Education 
Council 11 voted unanimously 
on March 10 to name P.S. 481, 
located in the old St. Dominic 
building on White Plains Road, 
after Provenzano.

Provenzano represented the 
community of Morris Park and 
Van Nest, as well as Throggs 
Neck and Zerega from 1997 un-
til 2005, when she was term-
limited. She served as chief-
of-staff to her predecessor 
Councilman Michael DeMarco 
for 19 years.

Provenzano had a strong re-
cord of serving the community, 
said her successor Councilman 
James Vacca, who advocated 
for the naming.

“She was vigilant, and she 
worked hard for her district 
and the city,” said Vacca, “It’s 
something you want young 
people to know about and want 
our neighbors to always be 
mindful of.”

Shortly after Provenzano 
died from breast cancer in 
December, Vacca sent a letter 
to the CEC proposing that the 
school be named after her.

“I wanted something in the 
community to memorialize 
her work for perpetuity,” said 
Vacca.

In response to his proposal, 
the councilman was copied 
on a letter from the Van Nest 
Neighborhood Alliance to CB 
11’s chairman. 

The letter said that the group 
had already voted in Novem-

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
March has been a big month 

for Trump Golf Links at Ferry 
Point Park.

On Wednesday, March 4, 
Donald J. Trump announced 
Trump Golf Links at Ferry 
Point Park will begin accepting 
tee time reservations online 
for play during the month of 
April beginning on Wednesday, 
March 11. 

Additionally, on Wednesday, 
March 11, Trump announced 
that Trump Golf Links had 
hired acclaimed PGA Club pro-
fessional Brad Worthington as 
director of golf.

The 18-hole, championship 
caliber, state-of-the-art course 

overlooking the Whitestone 
Bridge was designed by golf 
icon and globally renowned de-
signer Jack Nicklaus, who was 
named the 2014 Architect of the 
Year by Golf Magazine and has 
won a record 18 major champi-
onships. 

Permitting weather, the 
greatly anticipated offi cial fi rst 
day of play at Trump Golf Links 
is scheduled for Wednesday, 
April 1.

“Ferry Point was created to 
be a unique public golf expe-
rience and it is our collective 
hope that the golf course will 
add to New York City’s global 
reputation, enhance New York’s 
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Getting Pinned At Patty’s Parade
Dennis Dunn showed off his Irish pride at the annual Throggs Neck St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade on Sunday, March 15. For more photos from the parade, 
see pages 6 and 7.

TEE TIME AT
TRUMP LINKS

Provenzano 
naming 

approved for 
P.S. 481

Tourism Council launches 
fi rst Bronx Visitors Guide
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A proposed rezoning plan in the 

west Bronx has created many skep-
tical residents.

Jerome Avenue, one of the main 
thoroughfares in the Bronx, has 
been targeted for a recently pro-
posed but unoffi cial rezoning plan, 
a project that residents from com-
munity boards 4 and 5 aren’t ex-
actly gung-ho about.

The rezoning plan, a multi-
neighborhood evaluation known as 
the Jerome Avenue Study, will fo-
cus on 73 blocks alongside Jerome 
Avenue, from 167th to 184th streets, 
labelled the Jerome Avenue Corri-
dor. 

The plan is part of Mayor Bill 
de Blasio’s ‘Housing New York 
Plan’, which hopes to produce more 
homes and jobs for New York City 
residents due to the Bronx’s esti-
mated population growth in the 
future. 

The ten-year strategy intends 
to create 200,000 affordable hous-
ing units and over 7,000 permanent 
jobs.

“An important part of this plan 
is building more quality affordable 
housing at all income ranges,” said 
Carol Samol, director of the Depart-
ment of City Planning. “We have 
and will continue to engage com-
munity members in this planning 
process as capital investments are 
aligned with prioritized planning 

needs while risks and concerns are 
analyzed.

However, on Thursday, March 
5, over 400 residents from boards 4 
and 5, along with elected offi cials, 
Community Action for Safe Apart-
ments, Northwest Bronx Commu-
nity and Clergy Coalition and other 
local organizations attended a fo-
rum at the Latino Pastoral Action 
Center, located on 14 W. 170th Street, 
where residents expressed their 
opinions about potential rezoning 
plans in their neighborhoods.

The main concern expressed by 
residents was on the topic of busi-
nesses and residential apartments 

in the area. 
The Jerome Avenue Corridor in-

cludes more than 200 auto-related 
businesses and thousands of resi-
dential apartments, most of which 
are rent-stabilized. The target area 
of this rezoning plan could poten-
tially impact over 50,000 of these 
rent stabilized tenants, leaving 
many business owners and resi-
dents to fear displacement.

“Residents in both community 
board districts want strong anti-
harassment policies for tenants and 
strong anti-displacement policies 
for tenants and businesses,” said 
Carmen Vega-Rivera, CASA leader, 

a Bronx resident for over 35 years. 
She then brought up that $36 

million from Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
administration would be used for 
this purpose. “It’s a relief to know 
that there will be a resource avail-
able for business owners and resi-
dents, but it won’t be able to save ev-
erybody. We want preservation of 
existing buildings and businesses,” 
Rivera added.

Rivera, who has acted as a voice 
for the residents in boards 4 and 5 
since the proposed rezoning plan 
surfaces, also stated that the area’s 
residents want affordable housing 
based on the area’s median income, 

as both community board’s AMIs 
are under $30,000 (CB4’s AMI is 
$27,000 and CB5’s AMI is $21,000). 

She also wants good jobs from 
local hirers and, very importantly, 
community participation in the re-
zoning process - something that, ac-
cording to Rivera, the community 
has not been involved in because 
community leaders have not yet 
welcomed them into the planning 
process. 

She also added that community 
stakeholders or executive directors 
from agencies at planning meet-
ings who don’t live in the area do 
not count as community represen-
tation.

“Residents, existing vendors, 
manufacturers and union workers 
all need to sit down and put a plan 
together, as opposed to leaders just 
getting the community’s ideas and 
residents not knowing whether 
their ideas, inputs or visions are 
going to be incorporated into the 
area’s new design.”

Rivera also spoke about a ques-
tionable comment made at a recent 
rezoning meeting, where somebody 
said “they are concerned that there 
aren’t enough smart community 
members to engage in this partici-
patory planning process.” She had 
a response.

“I beg to differ,” she said. “The 
residents are the ones that live here 
- we’re the experts.”

Potential rezoning generates local skepticism

Community Action for Safe Apartments speaks at the forum held at the Latino Pastoral Action Center on Thursday, March 
 Photo courtesy of PhotoGeekPro Photography

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
How deep will they go - what-

ever $1 million will buy these 
days. 

Hammond Cove, the Throggs 
Neck boating destination that of-
ten is too silted up to have some 
crafts pass through it at low tide, 
may receive the allocation from 
Senator Jeff Klein in the upcom-
ing state fi scal year 2016 budget. 

The allocation, which still has 
to be approved in the fi nal bud-
get by Governor Cuomo, would 
be enough, or close to enough, to 
dredge a bottleneck through the 
cove, which is near a docking lo-
cation for Fire Department boats 
during emergency and rescue op-
erations, sources said. 

If the funds are not enough 
to completely dredge this bottle-
necked area, Klein will look to 
partner with other agencies: pos-
sibly New York City Economic De-
velopment Corporation, the Parks 
Department, or the state Assembly 
for example, said a Klein spokes-
woman. 

 “As a long-standing priority for 

the community board and the res-
idents of Locust Point and Schuy-
ler Hill, I am working to ensure 
that dredging on Hammond Cove 
begins as soon as possible,” said 
the senator. “Today, I stand ready 
and willing to commit $1 million 
to this project and continue to 
work regularly with the New York 
State Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation and the City of 
New York to develop and imple-
ment a work plan that meets the 
needs of the community.”

Dredging the Long Island 
Sound inlet was again the top 
capital project budget request for 
Community Board 10 in the lat-
est city budget process, and it has 
been on the surrounding commu-
nities’ wish list for years. 

Klein had already provided the 
seed money for soil tests near the 
location that would be dredged, 
said Kenneth Kearns, CB 10 dis-
trict manager. 

“It is pretty capital intensive,” 
said Kearns of dredging, adding 
that the excavation debris usually 
has to be carted off to a landfi ll. 

Kearns has said in the past that 
dredging Hammond Cove would 
likely benefi t the city-owned con-
cession – the Hammonds Cove Ma-
rina, currently operating there. 

The area to be dredged is ad-
jacent to the Locust Point Yacht 
Club, said a Klein spokeswoman. 

At the club, member Pat Devine 
has been sounding an alarm be-
cause not only are recreation ves-
sels having a diffi cult time getting 
in and out of the cove at low tide, 
so are FDNY boats, which could 
not reach a shoreline fi re a while 
back, he said. 

“My main concern has always 
been safety,” said Devine. 

Devine confi rmed that the De-
partment of Environmental Con-
servation came to the club last 
month and took soil samples, and 
that this development was one 
that Klein helped facilitate with 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation. 

“DEC had a meeting with the 
Fire Department and are going to 
buy what the FDNY needs to get 
in there,” said Devine, reporting 

what he has heard. 
In May 2014, the Fire Depart-

ment informed the LPYC in a 
letter that its boats were having 
trouble docking at ‘moon’ or low 
tide. 

“There may be times that our 
vessels will not be able to enter 
the cove to operate in this area,” 
stated the FDNY letter. “Consid-

ering the number and density of 
structures and vessels in Locust 
Point, it is recommended that the 
depth of the water in Hammond 
Cove be improved to ensure ac-
cess.”

The FDNY uses LPYC to trans-
fer patients to ambulances so they 
can be taken to nearby hospitals, 
said Devine. 

Hammond to get $1million dredging? 

Hammond Cove is a popular water recreation location. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Beth Elohim Summer Day Camp
274 Garfi eld Pl., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-3814
congregationbethelohim.org/camp

Brooklyn Urban Garden School
500 19th St., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-280-9556
www.bugsbrooklyn.org

Construction Kids
718-522-2902
www.constructionkids.com

FasTracKids
www.ftkny.com

Kane Street Synagogue
235 Kane St., Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-875-1550
www.kanestreet.org

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-251-6200
www.millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp
694 5th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-788-7732
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

PAC Camps
1500 Paerdegat Ave. North, Brooklyn, NY 11236
718-209-1010 x159
www.pacplex.com

Piper Theatre Workshops
718-768-3195
www.pipertheatre.org

Shorefront YM-YWHA
3300 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-646-1444
www.shorefronty.org

Ume Ume Music + Arts
319 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
718-768-0800
www.umeumearts.com

White Bird Productions
Creative Theatrics
718-398-3658
www.whitebirdproductions.org

Xaverian Sports Camps
718-836-7100 x118
www.xaverian.org

Asphalt Green
555 East 90th Street
New York, NY 10128
646-981-2261
www.asphaltgreen.org

Construction Kids
718-522-2902
www.constructionkids.com

Surprise Lake
307 7th Avenue 
New York, NY 10001
212-924-3131
www.surpriselake.org

FasTracKids
www.ftkny.com

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road
Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
www.luhisummercamps.org

Camp Ramaquois
30 Mountain Road 
Pomona, NY 10970
845-354-1600

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Breezy Point Surf Club                                    
718-634-2500
www.nybreezypoint.com

Christ the King Summer Camp                                    
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379
www.christtheking.com

The Kew Forest School                                    
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY  11375
718-268-4667 x108
www.kewforest.org

Queens Zoo                                    
800-433-4149
www.wcs.org/summer-camps

Samuel Field Y Day Camp                                    
718-225-6750  x261 or x264
www.sfysummercamps.org

Silver Gull Beach Club                                    
718-634-1500
www.nysilvergull.com
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reputation for quality 
golf and give its proud 
residents a place to play 
and call home,” Nicklaus 
said. “Donald Trump has 
a deep-rooted love for New 
York City and he deserves 
a great deal of credit for 
getting Ferry Point to the 
fi nish line and for deliv-
ering it to the golfers and 
golf fans of New York.”

The light at the end of 
the tunnel wasn’t always 
so bright. The course, 
which had been in con-
struction mode for almost 
20 years after it was pur-
posed from a landfi ll, was 
siting idle until Donald 
Trump and Jack Nicklaus 
formed a partnership and 
took on the project after 
the original developer 
stepped down in 2011.

Worthington, who was 
the honorary president 
of the Metropolitan PGA, 
served as head golf pro-

fessional at Brooklawn 
Country Country Club in 
Fairfi eld, Connecticut for 
20 years. 

He has also held po-
sitions at Atlantic Golf 

Club, Winged Foot Golf 
Club and Rockaway Hunt-
ing Club, and now joins 
forces with the number 
one golf instructor in New 
York State, Michael Breed, 
who was recently hired 
by Trump Golf Links on 
Monday, December 15.

“It is an honor and a 
privilege to be appointed 
to the position as direc-
tor of Golf at Trump Golf 
Links,” Worthington said. 
“I’ve seen the positive im-
pact the Trump Organiza-
tion has made to the game 
of golf fi rsthand, and with 
Mr. Trump’s support, I 
look forward to working 
with the City of New York 
to make sure the golf expe-
rience here is both excep-
tional and memorable.”

Golfers can reserve tee 
times by emailing info@
trumpgolfl inks.com, call-
ing (718) 414-1555 or visit-
ing www.trumpferrypoint.
com

Trump Golf accepting reservations

Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point 
Park announced that it will of-
fi cially be accepting tee time 
reservations for April 1 with 
it’s newly hired director of golf, 
Brad Worthington. 
 Photo courtesy of Trump Golf Links 
at Ferry Point Park

(Above) Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point Park announced that it will offi cially be accepting tee time 
reservations for April 1 with it’s newly hired director of golf, Brad Worthington. 
 Photo courtesy of Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point Park

ber to propose naming 
the school after late Van 
Nest resident Judge Ben-
jamin Nolan, who died in 
1996, and alleged that the 
councilwoman had ne-
glected the neighborhood 
during her tenure.

But Nolan’s son, Rob-
ert, said at the time that 
the infl ammatory letter 
did not represent his feel-
ings nor that of the neigh-
borhood alliance’s, and 
in the wake of Provenza-
no’s  death he supported 
Vacca’s pitch to name the 
school after her.

Provenzano’s name 
also had the support of 
Community Board 11, 
who showed up at the CEC 
meeting alongside Vacca 
to make the case for the 

late councilwoman.
“There was over-

whelming support for 
her, and it was a great 
fi t,” said CEC 11 president 
Pamela Johnson.

The community board 
had also suggested the 
school gym be named af-
ter Nolan, but the CEC 
declined to assign a name 
to the gym, said Johnson, 
feeling it should be the 
prerogative of the school’s 
principal and parents.

At the recent meet-
ing, the CEC also voted 
to name P.S. 483 in Wake-
fi eld after the late Robert 
Oswain, a former school 
safety offi cer and police 
offi cer from the 47th Pre-
cinct who was well known 
in the neighborhood.

There will be a ribbon 
cutting ceremony at both 
locations in the fall.

“We hope the commu-
nity comes out and sup-
ports the schools,” said 
Johnson.

Provenzano naming approved for P.S. 481

From Page 1

Councilwoman Madeline 
Provenzano fi le photo

The former St. Dominic School at 1684 White Plains Road is set to be the site of a new public elemen-
tary school, P.S. 481, slated to open for the 2015-2016 school year. File Photo

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

From Page 1
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 17th annual Throggs Neck St. Pat-

rick’s Day Parade brought together the com-
munity in the fi nest spirit of the holiday. 

On Sunday, March 15, a sea of marchers, 
bagpipers, and parade-goers from different 
parts of the borough came together to cele-
brate St. Patrick’s Day early on East Trem-
ont Avenue between Lafayette and Harding 
avenues. 

The grand marshals Agnes and Patrick 
Lynch, a Throggs Neck couple who are St. 
Frances de Chantal parish volunteers, were 
thrilled to take part in the march amid a sea 
of green.

“It is a great event for the community, 
and what is good for the community is good 
for everyone,” said Pat Lynch just before he 
made his way along the parade route in a 
horse-drawn carriage. 

Lynch said that the parade committee is 
a highly effi cient group of volunteers. 

“Throughout all of the years, I have had 
the greatest respect for the people who run 
this parade,” he said. 

Grand Marshal Agnes Lynch said that 
it is a great day to celebrate both Irish and 
American life and culture. 

“I appreciate all the people who are do-
ing so much for our community, and who 
are making the Irish feel welcome in this 
city,” she said. 

St. Patrick’s Day is a holiday that cel-

ebrates the life of Saint Patrick, a teacher 
and a preacher of the gospel, said Honored 
Clergy Msgr. John Graham, pastor of St. 
Raymond Church. 

“It is an honor and also a pleasure to par-
ticipate in something that is such an impor-

tant part of our community and something 
that it is an important part of our church,” 
said Graham. 

Marching in support of Anges and Pat-
rick Lynch, with a contingent from St. Fran-
ces that included Michael Wilbekin, a life-

long parishioner. 
“I attended many of these parades,” he 

said, adding “This is the fi rst time that I 
have ever marched, and I cannot think of 
anything better than marching in support 
of these two grand marshals.” 

Janet Connelly Bitner, another marcher 
said, that the parade has grown a great deal 
since it fi rst started, a sentiment echoed by 
parade viewer Debbie O’Conner of Pelham 
Bay. 

“The fi rst year the parade was 20 min-
utes long,” she said, adding “It has gotten 
bigger every year and it is a great parade.” 

Her husband is a bagpiper in the march, 
and she said she always enjoys watching in 
front of the Throggs Neck Clipper because 
she runs into old friends. 

Parade watcher Silvia Munoz, who was 
clothed in green garb, was in a festive mood 
while watching her grandchildren march.

“It is exciting to see how people get to-
gether and unite for a special day like to-
day,” she said. 

Among the dignitaries attending were 
Congressman Joseph Crowley, Senator Jeff 
Klein, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto,  
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and 
Councilman James Vacca. 

Skies for the parade were a bit overcast, 
but the warmer temperature and the upbeat 
mood brought a smile to the faces of those 
involved.

St. Patrick’s Parade a nabe spectacular

Honored clergy Msgr. John Graham waves to the crowd from the horse drawn carriage carrying the 
top honorees during the parade. Also seen in the carriage are grand marshals Agnes and Patrick 
Lynch. Photo by Laura Stone
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The 17th annual Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
benefi ted from good weather, with about 50 marching 
groups and approximately 20 bands making their way 
down East Tremont Avenue on Sunday, March 15.  The 
parade stepped off at Lafayette Avenue at noon. There 
was a reviewing stand at Harding Avenue, with thou-
sands of viewers lining the route. 
Local Throggs Neck couple Agnes and Pat Lynch and 
Msgr.  John Graham, the pastor of St. Raymond Church, 
were honored. 
A pre-parade Mass and breakfast for parade goers was 
held at St. Benedict Church. James McQuade of Schuy-
ler Hill Funeral Home sponsored the meal. 

17th Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Parade17th Throggs N
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(1) Members of the Edgewater Park Vol-
unteer Fire Department marched. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(2) (l-r) Eddie Neilis, Harrison Murphy, Al-
lison Neilis, Lily Murphy, Jackie Murphy 
and Kylie Dunden enjoyed the event. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

3

4

(3) Members of Sword of Light Pipe Band 
marched in the parade. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(4) James McQuade (l) with parade 
grand marshals Agnes and Pat Lynch 
and honored clergy member Monsignor 
John Graham. Photo by Laura Stone

(5) Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
and Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
enjoyed the festivities. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick 
Rocchio

6
7

(7) Family and friends of parade grand 
marshals Agnes and Pat Lynch. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

8

9

(8) Alli Lucas was green from head to toe.
 Photo by Laura Stone

(9) Excited spectators lined East Tremont 
Avenue. Photo by Laura Stone

17th Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s ParadeNeck St. Patrick’s Parade 

(6) Maeve Ryan performed traditional 
Irish step dancing. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
City Island has a new eatery that is a 

delightful change of pace.
The multi-functional dining facility 

Scavello’s on the Island offi cially opened 
on Thursday, March 5 after extensive 
renovations to its City Island building. 

The restaurant, open Tuesdays to 
Sundays, will feature brick oven pizze-
ria. The banquet halls have undergone 
transformations over the winter, after 
Paul Scavello purchased the building at 
City Island Avenue and Pilot Street. 

“Even though it was snowing the day 
we opened, we had a full restaurant,” 
said Scavello, who added “We have got-
ten rave reviews” on some of the up-
dated menu, like the pizza. 

 He explained that the restaurant is 
expected to be the mainstay of the fa-
cility, where patrons come and try the 
cuisine, and then book a larger catered 
event like a wedding party. 

The eatery features a number of Ital-
ian and seafood dishes.

“Anything we have here is of the 
highest quality,” said Scavello. 

He cited an example of the brick-oven 
pizza, with its imported Italian sauce 
and top-notch favor. 

His place is a dining experience for 
all seasons and occasions. 

Its two banquet rooms, one seating 
up to 400 people, can come with classic 
or more modern lighting and themed 

ambiance, depending on the occasion 
and tastes, said Scavello. 

“We are creating a whole new atmo-
sphere with every event,” the owner 
said. “Some people like the banquet 
rooms the way they are; others like to 
spice it up.”  

Scavello’s on the Island’s location 
had formerly been home to Lido’s Res-
taurant and Catering for decades. 

The building has been completely 
renovated, but some of the fi xtures that 
had been part of Lido’s remain. The me-
chanics and roofi ng of the building have 
been extensively upgraded, the owner 
said. 

Scavello and his father have run a 
supermarket on City Island for about 15 
years.

In addition, he has a successful cater-
ing business on City Island. 

Having a following among locals has 
made it easier for Scavello’s to book in 
advance of its opening. 

“Before you open the doors, to have 
40 to 50 parties booked, is a great follow-
ing,” said Scavello, who added that no 
one is going to book a wedding party, a 
‘Sweet 16’ or a Confi rmation without an 
assurance that the food and service is 
going to be great. 

 As was the case with Lido’s, Scavello 
said that his new place is expected to be 
a signifi cant  part of the community, and 
the response to the new restaurant and 

catering facility has been great among 
City Islanders. 

“We are a big part of the commu-
nity,” said Scavello. “We support them 
in many ways; we hold functions for the 
City Island Chamber of Commerce and 
Community Board 10.” 

Scavello’s will stick to providing 
great food and service, and it has hired 
locally, working with Monroe College’s 
hospitality and culinary programs, pro-
viding 20% discounts on tuition to stu-
dents who are also working there.

Scavello said that he has also teamed 
up with Bronx H.I.R.E., a new initiative 
started by Senator Jeff Klein and the 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce to connect 
people looking for work to real jobs. 

Special attention is paid to the staff, 
as having the right people is especially 
important for once-in-a-lifetime events 
like catering. 

Every party or affair is different, 
from the elaborate to the intimate, but 
the formula is the same, according to 
the owner.

As he says, “the quality of the food 
and the service are our keys to success 
here.” 

A parking lot has recently been added 
to Scavello’s on the Island, just across 
the street from the restaurant. 

For more information about Scavel-
lo’s on the Island, contact Paul Scavello 
at (347) 680-3865 or scavellop@aol.com.

Scavello on the Island opens to rave reviews

Scavello’s City Island has a wood-burning oven 
for making pizza. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

1.50 APY*
%

30 MONTH IRA CDOR START 
SOMETHING NEW.

ROLL OVER YOUR
CURRENT IRA

* Minimum deposit of $500 is required to open a certificate. Stated Annual Percentage Yield’s (APY’s) are effective as of February 23, 2015. 
Offer may be withdrawn at anytime. Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees may reduce earnings. Other fees and restrictions may apply.

Visit your local branch or call 877-417-6547 for details.

We believe that savings is the key to success, and we 
want to help you develop a steady plan to save for your 
retirement. Open a 30-month IRA CD with the bank you 
trust with just $500, and let us take care of the savings.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
BUS-ted. An express bus route in the Bronx has 

once again failed to live up to its riders’ expecta-
tions.

According to many of the passengers, the BxM9 
express bus, which begins at Layton and Vincent av-
enues in the Bronx and ends at 23rd Street and 5th 
Avenue in Manhattan, has been unpunctual and un-
sanitary, a reoccurring issue that also took place in 
2011 and 2012.

The tardiness on this route has created a Domino 
effect, causing passengers to be late for their jobs. 

The state of the buses and bus stops aren’t look-
ing much better - as a regular rider recently told the 
Times that the last BxM9 stop in the Bronx, located 
at the Cross Bronx Expressway Service Road and 
Randall Avenue, is filled with debris. 

He also explained that these bus have stained 
seats, and that he even found a used condom on the 
ground next to the stop.

“I have spent hours at bus stops talking to fellow 
passengers as we wait for these buses which come 
hours late,” said a regular passenger who identified 
himself as John. “I have had to wake up bus drivers 
who fall asleep while parked around the corner be-
cause they forget to wake up on time to start their 
run.”

Another fellow rider expressed her frustrations 
due to the chaos the BxM9 bus has caused its custom-
ers.

“Buses are simply not showing up, period,” said 
Faith, another regular. “This is most common when 
the buses are scheduled to arrive once an hour, which 
means that if one driver doesn’t do his job, dozens of 

commuters can be stranded for a long time. This usu-
ally tends to happen in inclement weather or late at 
night, but I should not be spending three hours at a 
bus stop when three buses should have arrived dur-
ing that time span.”

“If I had to guess, I would say that I’ve spend over 
$250 in the past year and a half on cab fares to travel 
home because I was tired of waiting for buses that 
never arrived,” Faith added.

Many riders, including John and Faith, also 
charged that certain drivers act aggressively behind 
the wheel by cutting off vehicles, tailgating and yell-
ing at other drivers through their front window.

Even though the BxM9’s problems seem to be 
coming from every side, they cannot be completely 
blamed for the lateness issue. 

The MTA, which achieved 77.9% on-time perfor-
mance and 84.7% wait assessment for the BxM9 route 
in 2014, encourages their buses to be on time and 
punctual - not early or late.

“We regularly review ridership of of all bus routes 
to ensure that they operate within our loading guide-
lines and we will continue to monitor the BxM9 
route,” an MTA spokesperson said. “The mainte-
nance of the bus stops is under the purview of DOT.”

A 4% MTA fare hike will go into effect on Sunday, 
March 22, leaving many BxM9 passengers to wonder 
why they are paying higher prices for deteriorating 
service.

Councilman James Vacca explained the issue, 
and how his office attends to handle and correct the 
matter.

“The MTA has used ‘bad weather’ as an excuse for 
many of the recent delays and absences. Now that the 
winter is over, they can’t use that as an excuse any-
more,” Vacca said. 

He helped resolve similar complaints on the  BxM9 
line in 2011 and 2012. “We want improvements and 
my office is on top of this,” he concluded.

BxM9 schedule, bus stops deemed a mess

The last BxM9 downtown bus stop in the Bronx, located at the Cross 
Bronx Expressway Service Road and Randall Avenue, where many 
passengers have complained about the stop’s unsanitary condi-
tion 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein





percent between 2012 and 
2013, according to NYC & 
Company. Tirado hopes 
that the rate of growth can 
increase to 20 or 25 percent 
in the next few years.

As tourists begin to 
fl ock to the Bronx, the 
council hopes positive 
word of mouth will be-
gin to spread abroad and 
across the country, chang-
ing perceptions about the 
borough, said Tirado.

They also hope that 
travel writers start writ-
ing about the Bronx, illu-
minating the multitude of 
attractions.

“Everyone knows about 
the big three,” said Tirado, 
referring to Yankee Sta-
dium, the New York Botan-
ical Garden and the Bronx 
Zoo.

So a big part of the 
visitors guide is about ex-
posing hidden gems that 
people outside the Bronx 
don’t know about, such as 

Wave Hill or the Bronx 
Museum.

“These are all places 
that are catering to tour-
ists, and are hungering to 
have that traffi c coming 
through,” she said,

In addition to the book-
lets, the guide is available 
online through desktops 
or mobile devices, so visi-
tors can fl ip through it 
anywhere.

“It makes the book 
more dynamic, more ac-
cessible,” said Tirado.

The Tourism Council, a 
division of the Bronx Over-
all Economic Development 
Corporation, hosted a 
launch event for the guide 
at the Port Morris Distill-
ery, one of the destinations 
featured in the booklet.

“This guide will play 
a huge role in telling visi-
tors just how hot the Bronx 
is, from its must-see at-
tractions to its cultural 
richness and history, and 
delicious cuisine,” Fred 

Dixon, president and CEO 
of NYC & Company, who 
will distribute the guide 

at its Herald Square visi-
tors center. “We can’t wait 
to introduce even more of 
New York City’s 56.4 mil-
lion annual visitors to the 
Bronx.”

“People visiting New 
York City are starting to 
realize that this town is 
enormous and that there 
are many great sights 
to see right here in the 
Bronx,” said Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
“The Bronx Visitors Guide 
is a great way to highlight 
the amazing tourist desti-
nations, eateries and other 

attractions our great bor-
ough that we have to offer 
those visiting New York 
City.”

The ultimate goal of the 
guide is to boost economic 
development by bring 
more attention to Bronx 
businesses and cultural 
centers, said Tirado.

“When people come 
here, they eat at our res-
taurants, they buy from 
our vendors, they go to our 
institutions,” she said. “It’s 
really all about increasing 
that foot traffi c and in-
creasing the client base.” 
The visitors guide can be 
found on the Bronx Tour-
ism Council’s website at 
www.IlovetheBronx.com.
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From Page 1

THE PROCESS  
IS QUICK,  

EASY,  
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS

Serving the 
community for  
over 50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
Visit us online or
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

$50 . 

OFF
WHEN YOU MENTION 

BRWP

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A second suspect has been charged for 

aiming a laser beam at commercial and 
law enforcement aircraft from a Codding-
ton Avenue apartment on Monday, March 
9.

Bronxite Frank Egan was initially ar-
rested and charged with the crime, but at 
his appearance before a judge on Friday, 
March 13, Elehecer Balaguer came forward 
and claimed responsibility for the crime, 
said a spokesman for the Bronx District At-
torneys’s offi ce. 

“This is a serious matter.  This offi ce 
has been investigating this crime along 
with representatives of the Federal govern-
ment and has decided to defer the matter 
to the authorities in the Southern District 
of New York,” read a statement from D.A. 
Robert Johnson. “It is our belief that, by do-
ing so, we can achieve the best outcome for 
this prosecution.”

A news release from the Manhattan U.S. 
Attorney on Monday, March 16 announced 
the charge brought against Balaguer in the 
case.

According to the release, on March 9, 

three pilots of commercial airplanes arriv-
ing at or departing from LaGuardia Air-
port in Queens were stuck in the eyes with 
a bright green beam, causing two of the pi-
lots to be briefl y blinded. 

Each of the pilots who was struck with 
the green beam noticed that the beam ap-
peared to originate from the Bronx. 

Offi cers from the NYPD Aviation Unit 
responded to the pilots’ complaints by fl y-
ing in a helicopter near the location where 
the airplanes had been struck with a 
beam. 

While the NYPD helicopter was in that 
area, a green beam was directed into the 
cockpit, causing both of the pilots also to 
lose sight temporarily. The pilots observed 
that the laser beam appeared to originate 
from a particular second fl oor apartment.

NYPD offi cers responded to the apart-
ment later that night, and offi cers recov-
ered a laser pointer from the top of a re-
frigerator. Written on the laser pointer is 
the warning: “DANGER—LASER RADIA-
TION—AVOID DIRECT EYE EXPOSURE.” 

The original police report stated offi -
cers encountered Egan, who, after being 

questioned, admitted to offi cers that he is 
the owner of the laser and did use it that 
evening.

The U.S. Attorney’s release stated that 
when questioned the night of March 9, 
Balaguer admitted that he owned the laser 
pointer, but denied knowing who pointed 
the laser pointer at passing airplanes.

On March 13, Balaguer admitted to law 
enforcement at Egan’s appearance before 
a judge that he shined the beam of the la-
ser pointer at an airplane on March 9. 
Balaguer further admitted to lying to law 
enforcement when he was interviewed by 
NYPD offi cers on March 9, according to the 
release.

Charges against Egan are still pending, 
said a spokesman from the Bronx D.A.’s of-
fi ce.

“Pointing a laser pointer at the operator 
of an aircraft is an irresponsible act that 
poses a real and immediate danger,” said 
Police Commissioner William J. Bratton in 
a statement. “It is important that the public 
understands that the intentional misuse of 
this device has the potential to create a dev-
astating outcome and is against the law.”

Second suspect admits to 
LGA laser pointing

The laser recovered by the police. 
 Photo courtesy of the NYPD

The fi rst annual Bronx Visitors 
Guide is now available in print 
and online. 
 Courtesy of the Borough 
President’s offi ce

People visiting New 
York City are starting to 

realize that this town 
is enormous and that 
there are many great 

sights to see right here 
in the Bronx.
Ruben Diaz, Jr.

Bronx Borough President

Tourism Council launches 
fi rst Bronx Visitors Guide
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