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Havana Cafe to muffl e 
neighbors’ complaints

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Popularity has a price.
The owners Havana Café one 

of the borough’s top restaurants, 
are trying to fi nd a way to peace-
fully co-exist with the surround-
ing community. 

After recently expanding, the 
three partners are now in the 
throes of trying to keep their 
neighbors happy.

Adjacent homeowners have 
complained of excessive noise 

levels emanating from the eat-
ery’s rooftop heating, ventilation 
and air conditioning system and 
loud music from inside the res-
taurant. 

Co-owner Ruben Rodriguez 
said that the restaurant, located 
at 3151 E. Tremont Avenue, has 
agreed to construct a sound ab-
sorption wall around the HVAC 
unit to the rear of the leased 
space to remedy the problem on 

Continued on Page 4

Strike A Pose At Villa Maria
Alli Triano oozes Hollywood glamour at Villa Maria Academy’s 6th Annual 
Fashion Show fundraiser on Saturday, March 7.       Photo by Laura Stone

Happy 
Land 

tragedy 
turns 25

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It has been 25 years since the 

occurrence of one of the the worst 
tragedies in New York history, 
and a quarter of a century later, 
the Bronx still has not forgotten.

This upcoming Wednesday, 
March 25, will mark the 25-year 
anniversary of the Happy Land 
Social Club fi re, a horrifi c inferno 
that devoured a illegal two-story 
night club located on 1959 South-
ern Boulevard, killing 87 party 
goers, mostly of Honduran de-
scent, in 1990.

The fi re was started by unem-
ployed Cuban immigrant Julio 
Gonzalez who came to the United 
States from Cuba on the Mariel 
boatlift in 1980. 

At about 2 a.m. on the morn-
ing of the tragedy, Gonzalez went 
to the club to win back his ex-
girlfriend, Lydia Feliciano, who 
worked as a coat check and hat 
check girl. Their romance had 
ended several months earlier.

At the club, Gonzalez had re-
portedly told Feliciano that he 
loved her and that he wanted her 
back, but she had already started 
dating someone else.

Though rebuffed, the gilted 
lover continued to hang out at 
the club. When he approached 
her again a fi ght ensued leading 
to Gonzalez being removed by a 
bouncer. Gonzalez responded to 
the bouncer, “I’ll be back.”

A short time later, Gonzalez, 
who was described by neighbors 
as both kind and quiet, went back 
to the club carrying a canister 
with $1 worth of gasoline that 
he had purchased from a nearby 

Continued on Page 4

Traffi c agents requested to 
unblock intersections

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A local community group is call-

ing for traffi c agents at the intersec-
tion of Boston Road and Thwaites 
Place.

The intersection is a chronic 
problem spot in the morning rush 
hour, said Bronx Park East Com-
munity Association chairman Ra-
phael Schweizer.

Between the hours of 7 and 9 
a.m., drivers on Boston Road consis-
tently block the intersection when 
the light changes to red, preventing 

locals from turning off of Thwaites 
Place, said Schweizer. 

The severe congestion leads 
to aggressive driving at the site, 
as people try to rush towards the 
nearby Bronx River Parkway en-
trances, said Schweizer.

“It causes absolute madness,” 
he said. “It’s dangerous for drivers, 
and it’s dangerous for pedestrians.”

Local resident Marcia Lewis 
said some days it can take up to 40 
minutes to get through the intersec-

Continued on Page 11
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A sea of green marchers 

will be making their way 
down East Tremont Avenue 
in Throggs Neck this Sun-
day. 

The 17th Annual Throggs 
Neck St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade steps off a noon on Sun-
day, March 15 at Lafayette 
Avenue and East Tremont 
Avenue in what is sure to be 
a shamrock-laden spectacle. 

There will be a review-
ing stand at Harding and 
East Tremont avenues. 

This year’s grand mar-
shals are Throggs Neck 
couple Agnes and Patrick 
Lynch, with the honored 
clergy Msgr. John Graham, 
pastor of St. Raymond’s 
Church in Castle Hill. 

Graham said that he was 
looking forward to taking 
part in the event, which cel-
ebrates Saint Patrick. 

“I am looking forward to 
representing our section of 
the Bronx, and am honored 
to have been chosen hon-
ored clergyman.”

He added that he hopes 

that Saint Patrick’s values – 
including concern for poor, 
inclusion of all people, and 
service to the church – will 
be something the parade 
spectators will appreciate. 

As of press time, the 
weather for this year’s pa-
rade looked good, with tem-
peratures expected to be 
around 50 degrees with no 
rain in early forecasts.

“The weather looks 
like it is going to be good, 
which is an important part 
of any parade,” said Karin 
O’Conner, a parade commit-
tee member. 

She said that two new 
bands, The Westchester 
Brassmen Drum and Bugle 
Corps and the Archbishop 
Malloy High School bagpipe 
band from Queens, would be 
joining in the festivities for 
the fi rst time. 

“We are really excited 
to have so many groups re-
turn to march with us, and 
the addition of the two more 
bands that will make for an 
even better parade,” said 
O’Conner.  “That’s all we 

can hope for: good weather 
and lots of people who will 
celebrate the day.” 

According to the parade 
committee, 50 to 60 groups 
will march along with 20 
bands, up from just fi ve 
bands the fi rst year the pa-
rade was held. 

As there is the case an-
nually at the parade, more 
than 20 recently deceased 
community members will 
be remembered as honorary 
grand marshals, with fam-
ily and friends a part of the 
line of march. 

They are Laura Casey 
D’Attore, Mary Finnegan, 
Theresa Flood, John ‘On-
ions’ Gregory, John Hal-
pin, Bill Heaney, Thomas 
Hines, John ‘Jack’ Hepburn, 
Jerry Macchia, Dan Molo-
ney, Donald McDonnell, Ron 
McKeegan, Joe Murray, Ed-
ward O’Connor, Michael 
‘Mick’ O’Donnell, Maurice 
‘Mickey’ Powers, former 
Councilwoman Madeline 
Provenzano, John Scully, 
Grace Sullivan, Kitty Tars-
nane, Martin Tighe, Bronx 
Times history columnist 
Bill Twomey, Cornelius 
Wallace, Eileen Walpole and 
Robert Zeiss. 

The people of the bor-
ough have continued to em-
brace the Throggs Neck St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, said 
O’Conner. 

“It has been a source 
of fun for many families 
throughout the neighbor-
hood,” she said. 

The 17th annual TN 
St. Patrick’s Parade

Msgr. John Graham is the pa-
rade’s honored clergy.

Patrick and Agnes Lynch are the grand marshals of the 2015 
Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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Dial 
AgeWell New York

Toll Free: 844.544.8169

AgeWellNewYork.com

Providing you with high  
quality health care coverage. 
Because members matter.

A health resource line for  
seniors living at home. 
Our phone line is open to  
the public for questions on

Wednesday, March 18th 
Dial us Toll Free: 844.544.8169
11:00 am–3:00 pm 
Topic: Coping with Everyday Pain and Stress
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Havana Cafe to muffl e complaints

the LaSalle Avenue side. 
The voluntary move 

will be entirely at the res-
taurant’s expense because 
the building’s landlord has 
not agreed to make the im-
provements, he said.

“He doesn’t have to do 
it, and technically, we don’t 
have to do it either,” said 
Rodriguez, noting that 
they are not exceeding the 
regulatory sound level.

Neighbors, concerned 
about noise, brought their 
issues to Community 
Board 10’s Economic Devel-
opment committee when it 
came time for Havana Café 
to renew its liquor license 
in February. The State Li-
quor Authority takes into 
consideration a commu-
nity board’s advisory opin-
ion on liquor licenses. Ro-
driguez is a CB 10 member. 

According to CB 10, 
there have been chronic 
noise complaints at Ha-
vana Café, but the owners 
have always complied with 
45th Precinct requests. 

Police sources have said 
that they have measured 
the noise level just out-
side the restaurant several 
times, and it has always 
been within the legal limit. 

“People were complain-
ing about the HVAC equip-

ment, so we asked them to 
put up a wall - they had in-
stalled the wall, but it had 
collapsed due to weather 
conditions,” said Kenneth 
Kearns, CB 10 district 
manager of the planned 
parapet wall. “And they 
have agreed to even take 
it further by bringing in 
sound engineers and doing 
all sorts of studies to make 
the place even quieter.” 

CB 10 has written a let-
ter to both the landlord and 
the restaurant on this mat-
ter, he said. 

According to a source 
at CB 10, the owners of 
Havana Café are very sen-
sitive to the community. 
Two of the owners live in 
Throggs Neck, and they 
even run a culinary pro-
gram in local high schools 
at their own expense. 

They have gradually 
expanded their business, 
and also operate conces-
sions at Orchard Beach. 
They are one of just three 
borough restaurants listed 
in the prestigious Michelin 
Guide, and the only Cuban 
restaurant to be listed, said 
Rodriguez. 

CB 10 board member 
and local activist Annie 
Boller, who lives nearby, 
said she and some of her 
neighbors have had issues 

with Havana Café relating 
to hearing what they per-
ceive as loud music com-
ing from the café. However, 
since recent board meet-
ings addressing the mat-
ter, the noise levels have 
abated, she said. 

“We don’t need a wall or 
whatever, all they needed 
to do was lower the music,” 
said Boller, who added that 
the noise from the HVAC 
was a separate issue. 

The music at the restau-
rant is part of the experi-
ence that the patrons ex-
pect, said Rodriguez, and 
is integral to a Cuban café. 

Rodriguez said he was 
glad that the only issue at 
his establishment as far 
as the community is con-
cerned  is noise. 

Mary Jane Musano, 
board member of the Wa-
terbury-LaSalle Commu-
nity Association, said that 
the issues discussed at the 
community board should 
be fairly easy to fi x. 

“It is really not compli-
cated,” she said.

Musano, an experienced 
community leader, added:  
“It is a very nice restau-
rant and the food is really 
good there as well. So why 
not follow through and be 
a star in the community? 
That would be wonderful.”

From Page 1

The owners of the Havana Cafe have agreed to build a parapet wall around the mechanical system in 
the rear of the building they lease. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Amoco station at South-
ern Boulevard and 172nd 
Street. 

He then poured the gaso-
line through the club’s only 
entranceway and stairwell 
before igniting the com-
bustible, hoping to get even 
with Feliciano.

The result - a raging in-
ferno that resulted in 87 
deaths, 59 of them of Hon-
durans, who had been in 
the night club that evening 
and morning celebrating 
Carnival. 

This tragedy took place 
exactly 79 years after an-
other similar disaster, the 
Triangle Shirtwaist Fac-
tory fi re, which killed 146 
garment workers on March 
25, 1911. 

Most of the deaths at 
Happy Land occurred due 
to smoke inhalation.

During his trial it was 
disclosed that Gonzalez was 
not supportive of Feliciano 
working at Happy Land. 

He believed that if she 

didn’t have the job at the 
club, she would have had 
to rely on him fi nancially, 
which very well may have 
been the reason for his ac-
tions. 

On the morning of the 
fi re, he had reportedly told 
her, “Just watch - tomor-
row, you’re not going to 
work here anymore.”

He was right. However, 
he was unsuccessful in his 
attempts to kill his ex-girl-
friend, as she was one of the 
fi ve survivors of the trag-
edy. 

Gonzalez was arrested 
the next day at his home 
on 31 Buchanan Place and 
taken to the 48th Precinct, 
and in September 1991, 
he was sentenced to 174 
twenty-fi ve year sentences 
(87 counts of murder and 
87 counts of arson), a total 
of 4,350 years, which was 
the most substantial prison 
term ever imposed in the 
state of New York. 

Gonzalez is currently 
serving his time at Clinton 
Correctional Facility in 
Dannemora, NY, and is eli-
gible for parole this month.

Although the arson-
ist Gonzalez was found to 
be criminally responsible, 
the city fi led misdemeanor 
charges against building 
owner Alex DiLorenzo III 
and landlord Jay Weiss, 
who was then married to 
actress Kathleen Turner, 
in February 1991, claiming 
that they were both respon-
sible for building code vio-
lations - facility defi ciencies 
that unquestionably led to 
more deaths in the tragedy. 

They both pled guilty in 
May 1992, agreeing to per-
form community service 
and pay $150,000 towards a 
Bronx community center 
for Hondurans.

In its short history prior 

to the tragedy, it was clear 
that Happy Land Social 
Club wasn’t the safest place 
for its customers, who paid 
$5 per night to get in. 

In 1988, both the Depart-
ment of Buildings commis-
sioner Charles M. Smith, Jr. 
and the mayor’s Social Club 
Task Force issued an order 
to vacate the building, due 
to violations such as no sec-
ondary means of exit, no 
emergency lighting and no 
sprinkler system. 

The club also had a very 
narrow stairwell, which im-
peded egress, and the club’s 
dance area was on the sec-
ond fl oor. No follow-up vis-
its were documented.

A Mass will be held on 
Wednesday, March 25 at 6  
p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, 1900 Crotona Park-
way. After the Mass, those 
in attendance will walk 
to the Plaza of the Eighty-
Seven, a memorial dedi-
cated to the 87 victims lo-
cated just across the street 
from the former night club 
for a vigil to mourn the loss 
of loved ones. 

Both have been planned 
by Community Board 6 and 
some of those who lost fam-
ily members in the tragedy 
for the past 15 years.

“The incident, although 
very painful for our com-
munity, has signifi cantly 
improved our awareness 
regarding the rules and 
regulations of any busi-
ness or facility in the area,” 
said district manager Ivine 
Galarza.

“This tragedy has be-
come a lesson - and it is be-
cause of this incident that 
this board now inspects all 
of the businesses in its area, 
to make sure an incident 
like this doesn’t take place 
again in the future.”

From Page 1

Happy Land 
tragedy turns 25

Plaza of the Eighty-Seven, a 
memorial dedicated to the 87 
people that perished in the 
Happylands Nightclub tragedy, 
located just across the street 
from site. 
 Steven Goodstein / Community News 
Group
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Autumn Rowe, a lifelong 

Bronx resident and highly ac-
complished singer-songwriter 
has entered the spotlight as a 
breakout hip-hop musician on 
a mission. 

Born and raised in the south 
Bronx, Rowe grew up on Pros-
pect Avenue in Mott Haven. 
She was raised by her mother 
and given their economic cir-
cumstances did not have very 
much. 

Rowe’s prized possession 
was her mother’s music collec-
tion which she would listen to 
daily. A few years later, Rowe 
and her mother moved to the 
Patterson Houses where dee-
jays performed daily outside 
the buildings.

“There was always music 
around me,” Rowe expressed.

She attended school at P.S. 
198, P.S. 31, and J.H.S. 149 and 
was enrolled in the gifted and 
talented program.

At age 16, Rowe interned 
at Island Records and met dif-
ferent artists during her brief 
time there. A year later, she de-
cided managing a label was not 
as exciting as performing and 
pursued the more creative as-

pect of music. 
Now a respected songwriter 

signed to Sony ATV, Rowe’s de-
but EP is set for a late summer 
release on Ultra Records. The 
offi cial title for her EP has yet 
to be decided. 

The EP’s fi rst single ‘If I 
Don’t Have You’ was released 
on Friday, January 16 and is 
available on iTunes. Three re-
mixes of her debut single can 
be heard and purchased on 
Beatport.

The offi cial music video 
for this single premiered on 
Wednesday, February 4 and 
can be viewed on YouTube.

‘If I Don’t Have You’ made its 
radio debut on Tuesday, March 
3 on Sirius XM Electro.

The next single, ‘Compro-
mising Situations’ is set for a 
Tuesday, April 14 release date. 
A third single is planned, but 
has not yet been selected.

At the 2012 Grammy Awards, 
the Afrojack remix of Leona 
Lewis’ ‘Collide’ was nominated 
for Best Remixed Recording. 
Rowe worked with Lewis on 
the track.

In addition to being a 
Grammy-nominated song-
writer, Rowe is also a respected 

vocal coach responsible for 
molding such artists as Fifth 
Harmony while serving as a 
mentor on ‘The X Factor’ and 
‘America’s Got Talent’.

Her songwriting career be-
gan with Alexis Jordan’s single 
‘Happiness’, produced by Dead-
mau5, which was declared the 
offi cial song of the 2011 FIFA 
Women’s World Cup. 

Riding the wave of this suc-
cess, Rowe’s career skyrock-
eted with several chart topping 
tracks appearing at #1 on the 
Billboard charts in the United 
States, the United Kingdom, 
and Ireland.

Her work has been featured 
in such Hollywood movies as 
‘Abduction’ starring Taylor 
Lautner, ‘Identity Thief’ star-
ring Jason Bateman and Me-
lissa McCarthy, and ‘22 Jump 
Street’ starring Jonah Hill and 
Channing Tatum for which she 
penned the fi lm’s theme song 
with Angel Haze and Ludacris. 
Recently, she co-wrote ‘I Own 
It’ by Nacey featuring Angel 
Haze for the original motion 
picture soundtrack for ‘The 
Duff’. 

Rowe seeks to bring back 
the once popular New York 

City House sound from the 
1990s through her work and 
said she writes at least fi ve 
days a week. 

Though she cites Stevie 
Wonder, Michael Jackson, Ma-
riah Carey, and TLC among 
many of her inspirations, she 
best describes her tastes as be-
ing ‘super diverse’. Rowe is a 
fan of alternative rock music 
and British rock music, the 
latter she was introduced to 
while performing in the New 
York City Housing Author-
ity Choir for the British Rock 
Symphony.

“We were singing Beatles 
songs with Ringo Starr leading 
the show. It was absolutely in-
credible,” she divulged. 

Rowe currently resides in 
Riverdale and dreams of one 
day performing in her borough 
citing Lehman College as a pos-
sible venue.

To stay informed, visit Au-
tumn Rowe’s Ultra Music page 
at www.ultramusic.com/art-
ist/autumn-rowe/.

She can also be found on 
her offi cial Facebook page, ‘Au-
tumn Rowe Music’, on Twitter 
as ‘@AutumnRoweMusic’, and 
Instagram as ‘autumnrowe’.

Grammy-nominated singer releases debut single

Autumn Rowe, a Grammy-nominated song-
writer and musician, was born and raised in 
Mott Haven. Photo by Toni Smailagic
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The police really focused on nabbing 

this culprit. 
A Federal Aviation Administration com-

plaint led to the quick arrest of a Waterbury-
LaSalle man on Monday, March 9 for inter-
fering with aircraft. 

The FAA brought the matter to the 
NYPD’s attention after they received re-
ports of someone in the east Bronx point-
ing a laser at aircraft landing and taking 
off from LaGuardia Airport in Queens. The 
NYPD was also targeted. 

The NYPD Aviation’s Unit canvassed 
the area around the airport, and later offi -
cers from the 45th Precinct arrested Frank 
Egan, 36, of Coddington Avenue charging 
him with multiple counts, including assault 
on a police offi cer, felony assault, menacing 
a police offi cer, reckless endangerment and 
criminal possession of a weapon. 

According to police, Egan aimed the la-
ser at a police helicopter, injuring two po-
lice offi cers assigned to the aviation unit. A 
pilot of an Air Canada jet also had his eyes 
injured by the laser, police stated. The pilots 
went to hospital for eye care. 

When 45th Precinct offi cers arrived at 
Egan’s apartment, they were let in by his 
mother. The sharp-eyed cops saw a black 
tube with the label ‘Laser 303’ on top of a re-
frigerator, according to a police report. 

“The offi cers then encountered a 36-year-
old male, who, after being questioned, ad-
mitted to offi cers that he is the owner of the 
laser and did use it that evening,” the report 

stated. 
The investigation is ongoing, police 

said. 
Bob Bieder, the president of the 45th 

Precinct Community Council, praised the 
police work and highlighted the quick re-
sponse that resolved the issue. 

“People do these things; I cannot imag-
ine why, he said. 

Bieder said that the situation was a very 
dangerous one, as blinding a pilot of an air-
craft could lead to a crash.

Coddington man arrested for 
lasering LGA aircraft 

This is a picture of the laser the police recovered.
 Photo courtesy of the NYPD

A traffi c jamming car crash happened outside of Lehman High School on East Tremont Avenue 
near Westchester Square on Tuesday, March 10. According to bystanders, shortly before school 
recess, a 2006 Dodge Charger crashed into several parked cars before  fl ipping upside down 
against a sport utility vehicle. The Dodge Charger collided with an overturned SUV. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Overturned SUV Near Lehman 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Hunts Point Markets will receive 

$150 million in city funding for revitaliza-
tion over the next 12 years, Mayor de Bla-
sio announced on March 5 in a speech at 
the Association for a Better New York.

The capital allocation from the may-
or’s budget will go towards improvements 
across the Food Distribution Center cam-
pus, including the produce, fi sh and meat 
markets located there. 

These investments are in addition to 
the $45 million dollars in federal funds al-
located for resiliency projects.

“It’s hard to overstate how important 
this facility is for our city,” said de Blasio 
in his speech.

The market occupies 329 acres and sup-
ports 115 private wholesalers that employ 
more than 8,000 people, he said.

“These are good, decent-paying jobs 
for New Yorkers at every education level,” 
said de Blasio. “Our plan protects those 
jobs and positions the site to create many 
more jobs for New Yorkers in the future.”

The New York City Economic Devel-
opment Corporation anticipates that the 
improvements will create nearly 900 con-
struction jobs and nearly 500 permanent 
jobs in the Bronx.

The produce and meat markets cur-
rently operate with outdated, ineffi cient 
infrastructure and designs, according to 
the NYC Economic Development Corpora-
tion, and the new Fulton Fish Market also 
has chronically under-utilized space that 
needs to be put to better use.

The city plans to co-invest in improve-
ments such as parking lot repairs at the 
Fish Market, urgent short-term repairs at 
the Meat Market and rail infrastructure 
along Food Center Drive.

In his speech, the mayor also an-
nounced that the improvements at the 
markets will include dedicated space to 
better link the city to food that is grown 
and produced in upstate New York. After 
the announcement, the NYC EDC kicked 
off a regional food hubs task force, which 
will develop an action plan to guide the in-

vestments in local food distribution.
“The mayor’s plan to revitalize Hunts 

Point will make much-wanted local pro-
duce more widely available to New York-
ers, and support the growth of upstate 
farmers and farmland,” said Pat Jenny, 
vice president for Grants at New York 
Community Trust, which was an early 
backer of the plan and invested $200,000 to 
help build public support.

Local elected offi cials applauded the 
announcement of the mayor’s investment 
in the Hunts Point Market.

“Mayor de Blasio’s $150 million invest-
ment demonstrates a strong commitment 
to the Hunts Point community which is 
full of hard-working Bronxites and offers 
unlimited potential for future economic 
growth and job creation,” said Senator 
Jeff Klein. “I applaud the mayor’s revi-
talization efforts in Hunts Point and look 
forward to the economic development ben-
efi ts of the funding being fully realized 
over the next ten years.”

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. also 
heralded the importance of the market to 
the Bronx.

“Our borough’s fi sh, meat and produce 
markets combined not only feed the entire 
region, but are an engine for thousands of 
good paying jobs,” he said in a statement. 
“Moving forward, we must do everything 
we can to create an atmosphere that al-
lows for even greater economic growth at 
these markets.”

Diaz also reiterated his call for the 
construction of a new freezer facility for 
the fi sh and meat markets. Such a facil-
ity would eliminate the need of food busi-
nesses to shuttle perishable goods back 
and forth from New Jersey, he said, sav-
ing them money and leading to fewer 
truck trips, a cleaner environment, more 
jobs and lower food costs, among other 
benefi ts.

“I look forward to working with this ad-
ministration, as well as stakeholders from 
across the region, to give our markets the 
proper resources they need to continue to 
grow and thrive,” said Diaz.

$150 million allocated to 
fi x Hunts Point markets

The markets at Hunts Points will be revitalized with $150 million in funding over 12 years, the mayor 
announced in a speech on March 5. File photo
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Snow once again cloaked the borough on Thursday, March 5, in what many residents hope is the last storm 
of the season. Younger Bronxites took the opportunity to sneak some sledding in over the weekend, just 
before the warmer weather rolled in.

Snowstorm hits Bronx

Lehman College students brave the storm to get to class on Thursday, March 5. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(Above) Joshua Vasquez speeds 
down the hill near Waters Place 
on Friday afternoon. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Dillon Macintosh (l) and Laila 
Springer take a break at the bot-
tom of the hill. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Nia McCord gets ready for a snowball fi ght. Photo by Laura Stone

(insert) Aiden Mitchell, 4, was having a great time sledding in Veterans Memorial 
Park on Sunday afternoon. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx County Democratic Com-

mittee has a new chairman.
Assemblyman Marcos Crespo was 

elected unanimously by his peers to 
serve as chairman of the Bronx Dems on 
Thursday, March 5. He replaces Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie, who stepped down 
after assuming the speakership from As-
semblyman Sheldon Silver. 

Crespo, 34, serves a district in Sound-
view and Clason Point. He said he was 
honored by his election. 

“I look forward to building upon the 
progress made in recent years: moving 
to bring more people to the Democratic 
party, increase voter turnout, supporting 
more outstanding candidates and work-
ing in a unifi ed fashion to champion the 
issues important to the members and all 
residents of the Bronx,” he said. 

He noted the high percentage of votes 
the county gave to fellow Democrats Presi-
dent Obama and Governor Cuomo, and 
predicted even more of an impact in 2016 
and beyond. 

“He is young and bright,” said Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto, BDCC trea-
surer. “I happen to personally believe he 
will lead the county in a very fair man-
ner.” 

The assemblyman believes that Cre-
spo will lead the party in much the same 
way that Heastie did, a style of leadership 
he described as fair-minded and thought-
ful. 

The leader of the committee of bor-
ough Democrats that chose Crespo, As-
semblyman Jeff Dinowitz, said he too was 
pleased by the choice.

“He is hardworking and is committed 
to a strong, unifi ed and inclusive Demo-
cratic Party in the Bronx,” said Dinowitz. 
“He understands that bringing people to-
gether from all ethnic groups and from 
all corners of the Bronx is the only way 
for the party to be effective and success-
ful.”

Benedetto said that Crespo played a 
role in making Heastie the leader of the 
county party several years before, and he 
said prior to his election, Crespo called 
many of the district leaders to hear what 
they had to say. 

“It was clear that he was the right man 
for the job,” said Benedetto. 

According to biographical material, 
Crespo was born in Guayama, Puerto 
Rico in 1980, and moved with his fam-
ily to New York at a young age, and also 
spent three years living in Lima, Peru. 

After completing high school in Puerto 

Rico, he moved back to New York where 
he began a rapid rise in local politics, be-
ing elected to the state assembly at the 
age of 28. 

Once in the assembly, he chaired a 
Task Force on New Americans that high-
lighted the contributions of immigrant 
New Yorkers. 

Locally, his bio states he worked to en-
sure that the borough receives new Metro 

North stations, took a leading role in a 
project to build an additional ramp onto 
the Bruckner Expressway to take trucks 
from the Hunts Point food markets off lo-
cal streets and helped secure funding for 
the fi nal stage of construction on Star-
light Park along the Bronx River’s water-
front. 

He is married and has two young 
daughters.

Assemblyman Crespo to 
lead Dem organization

Assemblyman Marcos Crespo is the newly elected chairman of the Bronx Democratic County Com-
mittee.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 45th Precinct Community Council 

has named six outstanding people to be 
honored at their annual breakfast in May. 

After consultation and consideration, 
the council board selected six individuals 
who help improve police and community 
relations. 

The council breakfast, which typically 
draws a crowd of hundreds, will take place 
this year on Friday, May 15 at Villa Barone 
Manor. 

The honorees are Reverend Deborah 
Jenkins, James McQuade, Mary Jane Mu-
sano, Paul Nani, John Provetto and Lisa 
Sorin. 

“We have these six individuals who 
shine out among those in their local com-
munities,” said council vice-president Joe 
Boiko. “They have always given of them-
selves, and I am proud we are able to recog-
nize them in this manner.”

Jenkins is the pastor of Faith at Work 
Christian Church and vocal in the fi ght 
against domestic violence who speaks at 
NYPD seminars. 

A board member at the Waterbury-La-
Salle Community Association, where she 
is the Ways & Means committee chair-
woman, Musano is an education advocate 
and children’s book author. 

McQuade is the proprietor of Schuyler 

Hill Funeral Home and Community Board 
10’s Economic Development Committee 
chairman. Council president Robert Bieder 
said that McQuade has been involved in the 
Throggs Neck community for decades. 

Nani is a City Island Civic Associa-

tion board member and the organization’s 
traffi c committee chairman. He serves as 
a community liaison to the NYPD for the 
summer detail on City Island. 

Provetto oversees the Cop Shot Pro-
gram, a tip-line to catch people who shoot 

at police offi cers. He removes graffi ti 
throughout the Throggs Neck community. 

The director of the Westchester Square 
Business Improvement District, Lisa Sorin 
helps to build better relations in both the 
business and residential community there, 
said Bieder. 

The council breakfast coincides with 
Peace Offi cers Memorial Day on May 15th, 
which remembers fallen police offi cers as 
part of National Police Week. 

“Every other day there is a police offi cer 
shot and killed somewhere in the United 
States, said Boiko. “On average, there are 
about 153 police offi cers killed annually, 
which most people don’t know about or 
hear about because it is not in your local 
community.” 

The precinct council is planning its own 
remembrance of these fallen police offi cers 
during the breakfast, he said. 

This breakfast is the 45th Precinct Com-
munity Council’s only annual fundraiser. 

It will take place to 8:30 to 11 a.m. on May 
15, and you can attend for a $15 donation. 

Please make checks payable to the 45th 
Precinct Community Council and mail to 
Annie Boller, c/o Abalon, 717 South 3rd Av-
enue, Mount Vernon, NY 10550. 

For more information, call Bieder at 
(718) 828-4400 or Boiko at (718) 320-3300 ext. 
3409. 

45th Pct. to honor 6 at annual breakfast

Lisa Sorin is the director of the Westchester 
Square Business Improvement District..

John Provetto is an anti-graffi ti activist and runs 
the Cop Shot Program.
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A historic tennis club here in 

our borough will soon be serving 
up its summer season.

Established in 1886 in upper 
Manhattan, New York Tennis 
Club is the oldest tennis club in 
the state. 

As the city’s population grew, 
the club traveled between three lo-
cations until settling in its present 
location in Throggs Neck.

“This is the most perfect loca-
tion for a tennis club, it feels like 
you’re in the country, but you’re 
only 20 minutes away from the 
city. It’s a little known gem here in 
The Bronx,” expressed Karyn Ta-
sens, NYTC secretary.

NYTC is located at 3081 Hard-
ing Avenue and has six outside 
tennis courts encompassed by 
lush parkland.

The borough’s best kept secret 
will be holding three events to cel-
ebrate its approaching summer 
season.

According to Tasens, NYTC 
will be conducting an indoor open 
house called ‘Round-Robin Open 
House’ from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 22 and Sunday, 
April, 26. The event will feature 
tennis, lunch, and a way people to 

learn more about the program.
Opening Day for the summer 

season will start at 9 a.m. on Sat-
urday, May 9 and will last all day. 
People are welcomed to play, but 
need not need to worry if they do 
not have a set game.

A tennis coordinator will be 
on-site for the entire summer sea-
son to arrange games for people 
who do not have one already set. 
They will arrange round-robin, 
tournaments, and other fun events 
offered at NYTC.

The summer program’s mem-
bership averages $850, but provi-
sional members enjoy a 20% dis-
count. This same rule applies for 
fi rst-time Weekday Only members 
who attend from Monday through 
Friday.

Memberships offered include 
provisional, which does not re-
quire additional fees; associate 
memberships; student member-
ships; and corporate member-
ships.

Children can also join in the 

fun.  
The club’s Junior Program is 

offered to juniors of all ages who 
desire to learn more about the 
sport in an exciting, progressive, 
and structured environment. The 
programs offered are tailored to 
each student’s level and goal and 
advancing players can progress 
into the Performance Tennis Pro-
gram. 

Classes are usually a hour or a 
hour plus Kids Club or Kids Only 
Club. They are scheduled for three 

terms: May 10 through July 4, July 
5 through August 29, and August 
30 through October 9. They will be 
held Fridays from 5. until 6 p.m. 
and Saturdays 4 until 5 p.m.

Kids Club offers open round-
robin and match programs on 
Friday evenings which are avail-
able to all players enrolled in the 
junior development program.

Lessons and clinics for chil-
dren and adults will be conducted 
throughout the upcoming season.

Memorial Day and 4th of July 
events and parties are also sched-
uled for this season.  

If interested, contact NYTC at 
(718) 239-7919 for more informa-
tion.

Parking is provided inside NY-
TC’s private grounds and the club 
can be reached via public trans-
portation.

An avid tennis player herself, 
Tasens grew up in Manhattan and 
played at local clubs until most 
shuttered to make room for condo-
miniums. 

“This was a great fi nd for me 
and I have made a lot of friends in 
my time here,” she expressed.

To subscribe to the club’s mail-
ing list, contact admin@newyork-
tennisclub.com.

NY Tennis Club serving up summer season

The New York Tennis Club’s Summer Season is soon approaching. Photo courtesy of The New York Tennis Club

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A ‘Court Watchers’ program of 

concerned citizens will once again 
be observing quality of life criminal 
court proceedings. 

Senator Jeff Klein and Bronx 
District Attorney Robert Johnson 
are bringing back the program fi rst 
started in 2010. 

Court Watchers has citizens con-
cerned about quality-of-life crimes 
like graffi ti vandalism view court 
proceedings and track specifi c 
cases of interest in their communi-
ties through the courts. 

According to Klein’s offi ce, the 
program works to increase aware-
ness of quality-of-life crimes like 
graffi ti, vandalism and petty lar-
ceny so that harsher sentences are 
imposed on habitual offenders. 

Klein said he would like to see 
the borough where he grew up re-
main safe place for families to live, 
work and send their children to 
school. 

“When mischief-makers come 
into the community and spray paint 
on places of worship or break into 
reputable small businesses owned 
by hardworking families, they need 
to know that they will be held ac-
countable,” said the senator. 

“The Court Watchers program 
plays a vital role in the Bronx, help-
ing to deter criminal activity and 
keep our neighborhoods safe,” he 
continued. 

A message needs to be sent that 
these crimes will not be tolerated, 
he concluded. 

The fi rst meeting of the newly 
reconstituted Court Watchers pro-
gram was held at Klein’s district of-
fi ce on Wednesday, March 4. 

The program included an over-
view of the judicial process and 
standard courtroom procedures, as 
well as a look at the laws pertaining 
to crimes like larceny and vandal-
ism. It also included mock trials, 
said a participant. 

Johnson indicated that it is the 
right of citizens to view court pro-
ceedings. 

“Criminal courtrooms are open 
to the public, as well they should 
be,” said the Bronx D.A. “We cer-
tainly are aware what we do is for 
the entire community.”

He added: “The Bronx D.A.’s of-
fi ce always welcomes the opportu-
nity for people to see the pains we go 
through to represent victims, pun-
ish and/or rehabilitate the guilty, 
and protect the rights of the inno-

cent.”
In the coming weeks, partici-

pants in Court Watchers will be 
sitting in on targeted hearings and 
track the progress of cases related to 
their neighborhoods. 

In the past, the watchers were 
highly visible in the courtrooms’ 
galleries because of the distinctive 
red T-shirts they wore. 

For program participant Mary 
Jane Musano, a board member of 
the Waterbury-LaSalle Community 
Association who took part in the 
original program, this is a chance 
to call attention to what she sees as a 
need for harsher sentences like jail 
time or fi nes for habitual graffi ti of-
fenders. 

It was her association who origi-
nally advocated for the program 
years ago, said the activist. 

“It was borne out of the fact that 
we were frustrated” she said, adding 
that she remembers meeting with 
an administrative law judge years 
ago and leaving discouraged that 
neither jail time nor fi nes seemed to 
be a court option for repeat offend-
ers arrested for graffi ti. 

She believes that it is necessary 
to hold the judges accountable, and 
said that for graffi ti, regulations 

that allow judges to issue fi nes as a 
punishment should be used more 
frequently. 

“If you mess up, you should clean 
up or pay to have it cleaned up,” 
she said. “We are going to push for 
that.”

She said that as in the past, the 
program will focus on crimes like 
graffi ti, and also car break-ins and 
thefts from autos.

“If we could get them to pay fi nes, 
that would be a real deterrent,” she 
said of those who are convicted of 
graffi ti making.

Citizen Court Watchers target Q-o-L cases

District Attorney Robert Johnson 

Senator Klein fi rst launched his Court-
watchers program in 2010. Now he is 
teaming up with Bronx District Attor-
ney Robert Johnson to bring it back.
 File Photo
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tion, with traffi c backing up 
southbound Barker Avenue 
and Bronx Park East for 
blocks.

“You can’t get out of this 
neighborhood,” said Lewis.

She has concerns that 
the congestion is so severe, 
emergency vehicles wouldn’t 
be able to get through when 
they need to.

“That’s my biggest fear,” 
said Lewis.

The stand-still traffi c 
also leads to smaller prob-
lems like a constant stream 
of honking, which Schweizer 
said is a quality of life issue 
in its own right.

The NYC Department of 
Transportation is aware of 
community concerns regard-
ing traffi c at the intersec-
tion, a spokesman from the 
agency said, and they have 
made signal timing changes 
to curtail the issue.

But Schweizer said there 
have not been any signifi -
cant improvements to the 
congestion.

“It’s not a signal issue,” 

he said.
Because the problem is 

caused by drivers ‘blocking 
the box,’ BPECA wants to 
see enforcement of the viola-
tions.

“It’s something that 
should be heavily fi ned,” 
said Schweizer.

The placement of traffi c 

enforcement agents is done 
by the NYPD, who did not 
respond to request for com-
ment. 

There are currently traf-
fi c agents a block south at 
Pelham Parkway most morn-
ings, but Schweizer said the 
benefi ts of that monitoring 
does not extend to Thwaites 

Place. He feels a traffi c en-
forcement agent is necessary 
to improve the fl ow of the 
intersection and relieve con-
gestion.

“We need a human being 
there to direct traffi c,” said 
Schweizer. “As far as BPECA 
is concerned, there is no 
other viable solution”

Traffi c agents requested to unblock intersections

The Bronx Park East Community Association is calling for a traffi c agent at the intersection of Boston 
Road and Thwaites Place, where they say there is chronic congestion and aggressive driving during 
the morning rush hour. Photo courtesy of Raphael Schweizer
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
SUNY Maritime’s campus is now the 

home of a new Veteran’s Center, thanks to a 
hefty donation.

On Tuesday, March 10, SUNY Maritime 
held a ribbon cutting ceremony for the for-
mal opening of the SUNY Maritime College 
Veteran’s Center.

For the ceremony, members of the SUNY 
Maritime Graduating Class of 1963, includ-
ing Charles DiGiovanni, Ernest Hegi, Ray 
Kadingo, Norman Maender, Robert Mar-
shall, Joe Maurelli, Paul Narbut, Alan Ross, 
Robert Tambini and Len Weinberg helped 
cut the ribbon to celebrate the opening of 
the new facility.

The graduating class was joined by a 
supportive cast of more than 100 students, 
faculty, staff, veterans and friends.

The brand new on-campus center, the 
former location of a campus mailroom, was 
renovated and improved thanks to a $30,500 
donation from the ‘63 class to current presi-
dent Michael A. Alfultis.

The result - a brand new Veteran’s Center 
located on the ground fl oor of Vender Clute 
Hall under the Mess Deck where students 
and veterans can relax, socialize and learn 
about assistance specifi c to veterans. The 
center has two banners on its walls - one 
reading ‘Loyalty’ and the other one reading 
‘Valor’.

Vender Clute Hall, which acts as a Stu-
dent Life building for the campus, also in-
cludes a ship store (not a school store!) and a 

study lounge for students.
SUNY Maritime’s most recent addition 

has shown that the college has come a long 
way from its founding back in 1874.

“There were only three academic de-

grees available at this school by the time I 
graduated - Marine Engineering, Marine 
Transportation and Nuclear Science,” re-
called Alan Ross jokingly, a SUNY Mari-
time graduate of 1963 who majored in the 

latter of the three. “This place has changed 
a lot since then, and this Veterans Center is 
great for veterans - because it’s a reminder 
that veteran’s physical, mental and social 
needs should be met and provided.”

SUNY Maritime unveils new Veteran’s Center

(No particular order) Members of the SUNY Maritime Graduating Class of 1963, Charles DiGiovanni, Ernest Hegi, Ray Kadingo, Norman Maender, Robert 
Marshall, Joe Maurelli, Paul Narbut, Alan Ross, Robert Tambini and Len Weinberg cut the ribbon during the ceremony. Photo courtesy of SUNY Maritime
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 

others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 

answers about dealing with MS and information 

on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook,
MS Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital NY
Rachael Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center
New York, NY

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR284351 (1212618) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017

Pasquale Rigoletto Restaurant, 2311 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY 10458
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at 6:30 PM Eastern
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