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Happy Land tragedy turns 25

Continued on Page 67

Strike A Pose At Villa Maria
Alli Triano oozes Hollywood glamour at Villa Maria Academy’s 6th 
Annual Fashion Show fundraiser on Saturday, March 7. More pho-
tos can be found on page 42. Photo by Laura Stone

TURN DOWN
THE VOLUME

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Popularity has a price.
The owners Havana Café 

one of the borough’s top res-
taurants, are trying to fi nd 
a way to peacefully co-exist 
with the surrounding commu-
nity. 

After recently expanding, 
the three partners are now in 
the throes of trying to keep 
their neighbors happy.

Adjacent homeowners have 
complained of excessive noise 
levels emanating from the 
eatery’s rooftop heating, ven-
tilation and air conditioning 
system and loud music from 
inside the restaurant. 

Co-owner Ruben Rodri-
guez said that the restaurant, 
located at 3151 E. Tremont Av-
enue, has agreed to construct a 

Havana Cafe to muffl e complaints
sound absorption wall around 
the HVAC unit to the rear of 
the leased space to remedy the 
problem on the LaSalle Ave-
nue side. 

The voluntary move will 
be entirely at the restaurant’s 
expense because the build-
ing’s landlord has not agreed 
to make the improvements, he 
said.

“He doesn’t have to do 
it, and technically, we don’t 
have to do it either,” said Ro-
driguez, noting that they are 
not exceeding the regulatory 
sound level.

Neighbors, concerned 
about noise, brought their is-
sues to Community Board 10’s 
Economic Development com-
mittee when it came time for 
Havana Café to renew its li-

quor license in February. The 
State Liquor Authority takes 
into consideration a commu-
nity board’s advisory opinion 
on liquor licenses. Rodriguez 
is a CB 10 member. 

According to CB 10, there 
have been chronic noise com-
plaints at Havana Café, but the 
owners have always complied 
with 45th Precinct requests. 

Police sources have said 
that they have measured the 
noise level just outside the res-
taurant several times, and it 
has always been within the le-
gal limit. 

“People were complaining 
about the HVAC equipment, so 
we asked them to put up a wall 
- they had installed the wall, 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It has been 25 years since 

the occurrence of one of the 
the worst tragedies in New 
York history, and a quarter of 
a century later, the Bronx still 
has not forgotten.

This upcoming Wednes-
day, March 25, will mark the 
25-year anniversary of the 
Happy Land Social Club fi re, a 
horrifi c inferno that devoured 
a illegal two-story night club 
located on 1959 Southern Bou-
levard, killing 87 party goers, 
mostly of Honduran descent, 
in 1990.

The fi re was started by un-

employed Cuban immigrant 
Julio Gonzalez who came to 
the United States from Cuba 
on the Mariel boatlift in 1980. 

At about 2 a.m. on the 
morning of the tragedy, Gon-
zalez went to the club to win 
back his ex-girlfriend, Lydia 
Feliciano, who worked as a 
coat check and hat check girl. 
Their romance had ended sev-
eral months earlier.

At the club, Gonzalez had 
reportedly told Feliciano 
that he loved her and that he 
wanted her back, but she had 
already started dating some-
one else.

Though rebuffed, the gilted 
lover continued to hang out at 
the club. When he approached 
her again a fi ght ensued lead-
ing to Gonzalez being re-
moved by a bouncer. Gonzalez 
responded to the bouncer, “I’ll 
be back.”

A short time later, Gon-
zalez, who was described by 
neighbors as both kind and 
quiet, went back to the club 
carrying a canister with $1 
worth of gasoline that he had 
purchased from a nearby 
Amoco station at Southern 
Boulevard and 172nd Street. 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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ALLEY CAT CAFE

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE
(718) 824-0168

TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

FEATURING
Brisket

St. Louis Ribs 
Pulled Pork

Beef Short Ribs
Pork Belly  Salmon 

Burnt Ends
Whole or 

Half Chickens

FREE DELIVERY

APPETIZERS, SIDES, WRAPS
SANDWICHES and SALADS

WE’RE
SMOKIN’
7 DAYS A WEEK

15 Family Plans To Choose From View 
Our Complete Menu at

www.alleycatcafebronxbbq.com

HAPPY HOUR 3 to 7pm

Sunday - Thursday  11am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday  11am - 12am

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A sea of green marchers will be 

making their way down East Tremont 
Avenue in Throggs Neck this Sunday. 

The 17th Annual Throggs Neck St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade steps off a noon 
on Sunday, March 15 at Lafayette Ave-
nue and East Tremont Avenue in what 
is sure to be a shamrock-laden specta-
cle. 

There will be a reviewing stand at 
Harding and East Tremont avenues. 

This year’s grand marshals are 
Throggs Neck couple Agnes and Pat-
rick Lynch, with the honored clergy 
Msgr. John Graham, pastor of St. Ray-
mond’s Church in Castle Hill. 

Graham said that he was looking 
forward to taking part in the event, 
which celebrates Saint Patrick. 

“I am looking forward to represent-
ing our section of the Bronx, and am 
honored to have been chosen honored 
clergyman.”

He added that he hopes that Saint 
Patrick’s values – including concern 
for poor, inclusion of all people, and 
service to the church – will be some-
thing the parade spectators will appre-
ciate. 

As of press time, the weather for 
this year’s parade looked good, with 
temperatures expected to be around 
50 degrees with no rain in early fore-
casts.

“The weather looks like it is going 
to be good, which is an important part 
of any parade,” said Karin O’Conner, a 
parade committee member. 

She said that two new bands, The 
Westchester Brassmen Drum and Bu-

TN St. Patrick’s 
Parade this Sunday

Msgr. John Graham is the parade’s honored 
clergy.

Patrick and Agnes Lynch are the grand mar-
shals of the 2015 Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

gle Corps and the Archbishop Mal-
loy High School bagpipe band from 
Queens, would be joining in the festiv-
ities for the fi rst time. 

“We are really excited to have so 
many groups return to march with us, 
and the addition of the two more bands 
that will make for an even better pa-
rade,” said O’Conner.  “That’s all we 
can hope for: good weather and lots of 
people who will celebrate the day.” 

According to the parade commit-
tee, 50 to 60 groups will march along 
with 20 bands, up from just fi ve bands 
the fi rst year the parade was held. 

As there is the case annually at 
the parade, more than 20 recently de-
ceased community members will be 
remembered as honorary grand mar-
shals, with family and friends a part of 
the line of march. 

They are Laura Casey D’Attore, 
Mary Finnegan, Theresa Flood, John 
‘Onions’ Gregory, John Halpin, Bill 
Heaney, Thomas Hines, John ‘Jack’ 
Hepburn, Jerry Macchia, Dan Molo-
ney, Donald McDonnell, Ron McKee-
gan, Joe Murray, Edward O’Connor, 
Michael ‘Mick’ O’Donnell, Maurice 
‘Mickey’ Powers, former Council-
woman Madeline Provenzano, John 
Scully, Grace Sullivan, Kitty Tars-
nane, Martin Tighe, Bronx Times 
history columnist Bill Twomey, Cor-
nelius Wallace, Eileen Walpole and 
Robert Zeiss. 

The people of the borough have con-
tinued to embrace the Throggs Neck St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, said O’Conner. 

“It has been a source of fun for 
many families throughout the neigh-
borhood,” she said. 
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ALWAYS ON
PREMISES

7 DAYS A WEEK

 CHECK US OUT.
FULL LINE OF MEAT, 
SEAFOOD AND DELI.

COME IN AND HAVE A 
FREE CUP OF COFFEE

ALL MEATS
CUSTOM CUT

YOUR WAY

PREMIUM RESERVE
EXTRA VIRGIN

OLIVE OIL

REGULAR 39.99

$1999

COLD PRESSED
1 BOT. ITALY
1 BOT. SPAIN

2 lbs Chuck Filet

2 lbs Sh. London Broil

2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

2 lbs Shoulder Lamb Chops

2 lbs Beef Stew

2 lbs Shell Steak

2 lbs Club Steak

2 lbs Chicken Legs

2 Lbs Chicken Breasts

2 lbs Chuck Chop

2 lbs Sausage

2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

$14995

SAVE
CADILLAC PLAN

ALL THIS FOR

SAVE SAVE

6 lbs Chicken (2)

2 lbs Italian Sausage

1 lbs Chicken Cutlets

2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

2 lbs Chuck Chop

$4499
ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$5999
ALL THIS FOR

VARIETY PACK
1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Chuck Chopped

SAVE
5 PEOPLE CAN EAT 

FOR 5 DAYS
5 Pieces Shell Steak
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
6 lbs Chicken (2)
3 lbs Chuck Chop

$10999
ALL THIS FOR

RIB OF
BEEF

$799 lb
CUSTOM CUT FREE

TRIMMED RIB STEAKS
$8 99 lb

ITALIAN STYLE

CHICKEN
SAUSAGE

BUY 1 PACK
GET 1 PACK

FREE

SAVE

$5799
ALL THIS FOR

2 lb London Broil

2 lbs Chuck Filet

2 lbs Beef Stew

2 lbs Sandwich Steak

2 lbs Chuck Chop

HERE’S THE BEEF

SAVE
1 Top Round London Broil (1”)

1 lb Veal Cutlets

1 1/2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

6 Pcs. Center Cut

     Pork Chops (3/4” thick)

1 1/2 lbs Sirloin Chop Meat

$5595
ALL THIS FOR

THE BEST OF EVERYTHING
SAVE

$9999
ALL THIS FOR

WOW
1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Chuck Chopped
2 lbs Italian Sausage
6 lbs Chicken
3 pcs. Club Steak
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

CHICKEN
CHOP MEAT
5 LBS. OR MORE

$199 lb
$1499 lb.

REG.
$19.99JUMBO COOKED COCKTAIL SHRIMP 16-20 CT.

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY
ON PURCHACES OVER $50

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

Jeanne Jugan Home for the 
Aged, located at 2999 Schurz 
Avenue, is always in need of 
brand new or near new items 
that can be sold in its gift shop 
and annual Christmas Sale. 

These items include jew-
elry, gift sets, electronic items, 
toys, specialty items, new 

Donations needed for Jeanne Jugan
tagged clothing, accessories, 
collectibles, etc. 

If you have any questions 
regarding a donation, contact 
Joanne at (347) 329 1800. 

If at all possible, drop off 
donations during the week-
days. 

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please include 
a phone number or a way to 
contact you in case of ques-
tions. 

Golden Wedding 

Anniversary

Anthony and Rosemary 

Mele celebrate their 50th wed-
ding anniversary on Friday, 
March 6. A party will be given 
in their honor by their children: 
Anthony, Karen and Tara. 

Notable Passing

Celina Colon, a native of 
Aibonito, Puerto Rico who re-
sided in Bedford Park died on 
Monday, February 9. She was a 
devoted mother to Camilo and 

Mayra Estevez and beloved 
grandmother to Giovanni Es-

tevez and Leilani Suarez.  

She will be remembered for her 
acts of kindness, strength of 
character, courage in the face 
of adversity and her devotion to 
God. We love you, Mommy.   

100th birthday 

On Sunday, February 15, 
our mom, Jane Packes cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday. 
The celebration began on Val-
entine’s Day while attending 
her granddaughter Amanda’s 
wedding. At midnight Amanda 
and her groom Mark honored 
mom with a birthday cake, Anthony and Rosemary Mele

along with a heartfelt dedica-
tion, which did not leave a dry 
eye in the room. 

The next morning, our mom 
was once again honored by fam-
ily and friends at a birthday 

brunch at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in Hauppauge, N.Y. 

Our mom is truly a role 
model for all of us, showing us 
the true meaning of living life 
fi lled with love and family.

Jane Packes (c) at her granddaughter Amanda’s wedding.
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

Like all New Yorkers, police officers want to live and work in a city on the rise. We want safe streets, fair
treatment and economic security. We want to work with the public to achieve these goals for ourselves,
for our families, and for every person in this city.

But we can’t effectively engage with the community while short staffing leaves us racing from call to
call. We can’t protect our city and ourselves from new threats without the right equipment. And we
can't expect our finest police officers to meet the professional demands of 21st century policing, while
still offering them below-market pay and inadequate disability protections.
Our city’s economic outlook is bright, but these important public safety needs remain unfulfilled. Let’s
move forward together today by giving police officers the support and resources they need to protect
New York City’s tomorrow.

Support your police officers for a stronger, safer city.
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A local community group 

is calling for traffi c agents at 
the intersection of Boston Road 
and Thwaites Place.

The intersection is a chronic 
problem spot in the morning 
rush hour, said Bronx Park 
East Community Association 
chairman Raphael Schweizer.

Between the hours of 7 and 
9 a.m., drivers on Boston Road 
consistently block the intersec-
tion when the light changes to 
red, preventing locals from 
turning off of Thwaites Place, 
said Schweizer. 

The severe congestion leads 
to aggressive driving at the 
site, as people try to rush to-
wards the nearby Bronx River 
Parkway entrances, said Sch-
weizer.

“It causes absolute mad-
ness,” he said. “It’s dangerous 
for drivers, and it’s dangerous 
for pedestrians.”

Local resident Marcia Lewis 
said some days it can take up to 
40 minutes to get through the 
intersection, with traffi c back-
ing up southbound Barker Av-
enue and Bronx Park East for 
blocks.

“You can’t get out of this 

Traffi c agents requested to unblock intersections

neighborhood,” said Lewis.
She has concerns that the 

congestion is so severe, emer-
gency vehicles wouldn’t be able 
to get through when they need 
to.

“That’s my biggest fear,” 
said Lewis.

The stand-still traffi c also 
leads to smaller problems like 
a constant stream of honking, 
which Schweizer said is a qual-

ity of life issue in its own right.
The NYC Department of 

Transportation is aware of 
community concerns regard-
ing traffi c at the intersection, 
a spokesman from the agency 

said, and they have made sig-
nal timing changes to curtail 
the issue.

But Schweizer said there 
have not been any signifi cant 
improvements to the conges-
tion.

“It’s not a signal issue,” he 
said.

Because the problem is 
caused by drivers ‘blocking the 
box,’ BPECA wants to see en-
forcement of the violations.

“It’s something that should 
be heavily fi ned,” said Sch-
weizer.

The placement of traffi c en-
forcement agents is done by the 
NYPD, who did not respond to 
request for comment. 

There are currently traf-
fi c agents a block south at Pel-
ham Parkway most mornings, 
but Schweizer said the benefi ts 
of that monitoring does not ex-
tend to Thwaites Place. He feels 
a traffi c enforcement agent is 
necessary to improve the fl ow 
of the intersection and relieve 
congestion.

“We need a human being 
there to direct traffi c,” said 
Schweizer. “As far as BPECA is 
concerned, there is no other vi-
able solution”

The Bronx Park East Community Association is calling for a traffi c agent at the intersection of Boston Road and 
Thwaites Place, where they say there is chronic congestion and aggressive driving during the morning rush 
hour. Photo courtesy of Raphael Schweizer

Ideal for your next

major purchase

Reasonable Closing Costs

Fast Closings

A variety of adjustable rate 

mortgages available

Call for additional
loan details

 

516-874-2056

1
2
6
7
8
2

 For additional product rates, contact Robert Marrali, Chief Lending Officer, NMLS ID#1026306 at 516-874-2056
or stop into our branch located at 2131 Jericho Turnpike, Garden City Park, NY 11040.
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ATTENTION JOB SEEKERS

Invite You to the

CDL Interview Fair
On the spot interviews and immediate job opportunities available for CDL 
driving positions. CDL license is REQUIRED of all prospective candidates.

Interested non-licensed drivers come learn about 
exclusive free licensing opportunities!

*Rescheduled for
Thursday, March 19th

5:00PM - 7:30PM
Hutchinson Metro Center

1200 Waters Place Bronx, NY 10461

H.I.R.E.
BRONX

HELP IDENTIFY REAL EMPLOYMENT
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LEHMAN COLLEGE: Where Adults Succeed!

■   BACHELOR’S DEGREES
     Over 50 majors or design your own
■   MASTER OF ARTS IN LIBERAL STUDIES
     �ocused on your s�eci�c interest
■   RN to BS ONLINE
     RN’s with an Associate’s Degree & NY License Should Apply!

ADP INFORMATION SESSIONS: MARCH/APRIL
call: 718-960-8666

email: adult.degree@lehman.cuny.edu
or visit Lehman Campus, Carman Hall 128

for schedule of sessions and to register to attend.

Bachelor’s & Master’s Degrees to Enhance Your Career 

CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING
PERSONALIZED ADVISING

AFFORDABLE TUITION

CLASSES OFFERED DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND ONLINE

www.lehman.cuny/adultdegree

ADULT DEGREE PROGRAM

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Autumn Rowe, a lifelong 

Bronx resident and highly 
accomplished singer-song-
writer has entered the spot-
light as a breakout hip-hop 
musician on a mission. 

Born and raised in the 
south Bronx, Rowe grew up 
on Prospect Avenue in Mott 
Haven. She was raised by her 
mother and given their eco-
nomic circumstances did not 
have very much. 

Rowe’s prized possession 
was her mother’s music col-
lection which she would lis-
ten to daily. A few years later, 
Rowe and her mother moved 
to the Patterson Houses 
where deejays performed 
daily outside the buildings.

“There was always mu-
sic around me,” Rowe ex-
pressed.

She attended school at P.S. 
198, P.S. 31, and J.H.S. 149 and 
was enrolled in the gifted and 
talented program.

At age 16, Rowe interned 
at Island Records and met 
different artists during her 
brief time there. A year later, 
she decided managing a label 
was not as exciting as per-
forming and pursued the 

Grammy-nominated singer releases debut single
more creative aspect of mu-
sic. 

Now a respected song-
writer signed to Sony ATV, 
Rowe’s debut EP is set for a 
late summer release on Ultra 
Records. The offi cial title for 
her EP has yet to be decided. 

The EP’s fi rst single ‘If I 
Don’t Have You’ was released 
on Friday, January 16 and is 
available on iTunes. Three 
remixes of her debut single 
can be heard and purchased 
on Beatport.

The offi cial music video 
for this single premiered on 
Wednesday, February 4 and 
can be viewed on YouTube.

‘If I Don’t Have You’ made 
its radio debut on Tuesday, 
March 3 on Sirius XM Elec-
tro.

The next single, ‘Com-
promising Situations’ is set 
for a Tuesday, April 14 re-
lease date. A third single is 
planned, but has not yet been 
selected.

At the 2012 Grammy 
Awards, the Afrojack remix 
of Leona Lewis’ ‘Collide’ was 
nominated for Best Remixed 
Recording. Rowe worked 
with Lewis on the track.

In addition to being a 

Grammy-nominated song-
writer, Rowe is also a re-
spected vocal coach respon-
sible for molding such artists 
as Fifth Harmony while serv-

ing as a mentor on ‘The X 
Factor’ and ‘America’s Got 
Talent’.

Her songwriting career 
began with Alexis Jordan’s 
single ‘Happiness’, produced 
by Deadmau5, which was de-
clared the offi cial song of the 
2011 FIFA Women’s World 
Cup. 

Riding the wave of this 
success, Rowe’s career sky-
rocketed with several chart 
topping tracks appearing at 
#1 on the Billboard charts in 
the United States, the United 
Kingdom, and Ireland.

Her work has been fea-
tured in such Hollywood 
movies as ‘Abduction’ star-
ring Taylor Lautner, ‘Identity 
Thief’ starring Jason Bate-
man and Melissa McCarthy, 
and ‘22 Jump Street’ starring 
Jonah Hill and Channing 
Tatum for which she penned 
the fi lm’s theme song with 
Angel Haze and Ludacris. 
Recently, she co-wrote ‘I Own 
It’ by Nacey featuring Angel 
Haze for the original motion 
picture soundtrack for ‘The 
Duff’. 

Rowe seeks to bring back 
the once popular New York 
City House sound from the 

1990s through her work and 
said she writes at least fi ve 
days a week. 

Though she cites Ste-
vie Wonder, Michael Jack-
son, Mariah Carey, and TLC 
among many of her inspi-
rations, she best describes 
her tastes as being ‘super di-
verse’. Rowe is a fan of alter-
native rock music and Brit-
ish rock music, the latter she 
was introduced to while per-
forming in the New York City 
Housing Authority Choir for 
the British Rock Symphony.

“We were singing Beat-
les songs with Ringo Starr 
leading the show. It was ab-
solutely incredible,” she di-
vulged. 

Rowe currently resides in 
Riverdale and dreams of one 
day performing in her bor-
ough citing Lehman College 
as a possible venue.

To stay informed, visit 
Autumn Rowe’s Ultra Mu-
sic page at www.ultramusic.
com/artist/autumn-rowe/.

She can also be found on 
her offi cial Facebook page, 
‘Autumn Rowe Music’, on 
Twitter as ‘@AutumnRowe-
Music’, and Instagram as ‘au-
tumnrowe’.

Autumn Rowe, a Grammy-nominat-
ed songwriter and musician, was 
born and raised in Mott Haven. 
 Photo by Toni Smailagic



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 13-19, 2015 9  BTR

©2015 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. *SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a 
registered trademark of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these entities were involved in the 
production of, and do not enclose the program. ** Offer valid for Academic Evaluation or Tuition, new students only. Not valid with any other offer.            HPA101-BNW(3/15)

DON’T WAIT FOR THE

Huntington is accredited by Middle States Association

of Colleges and Schools (MSA). To find out more about 

Huntington Tutoring Programs, CALL NOW!

For almost 40 years, Huntington’s highly trained tutors have 
worked one-to-one with students to help them master the skills 
needed to make their next report card better than the last one.

ACADEMIC SKILLS  K-12 
Reading •  Writing • Math • Study Skills • Spelling
Vocabulary • Phonics

SUBJECT TUTORING   MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE

 Algebra • Geometry • Trigonometry • Pre-Calculus  • Calculus  
Earth Science • Biology • Chemistry • Physics

AT PSAT • ACT
Advanced Placement (AP)* • State Tests • GED • ASVAB • ISSE 
SSAT • SSHAT • ELA • Regents  • TACHS • CHSEE

EXAM PREP

REPORT CARD.
GET HELP NOW.

SAVE
$100**

WHEN YOU

CALL TODAY!

1 800 CAN LEARN®

HuntingtonHelps.com 

Flushing
718-358-7900

Bronx
718-597-1500718-491-0900

Bay Ridge

Staten Island
718-697-0500

Manhattan
212-362-0100 718-230-4600

Park Slope

For additional locations in your area call

��������	
�����	����	�
������	���	��
���	

�������������	
��
�����������������
���	������	���

• ��������������������� ��
!��"����

• ��������������#��#�$��%��� %�
��&��%��#�� ���'�#( ����

• �!!��(�% ( �#�(�����%������"��
���� (� %��)�����%����!�#�
����#�#�

• )�(*&���(����&�#�*�����%��
������#�

• �(���%(���%(����+�
 %� , ���� -���#�!!��(#�

• .�%(��#* !��%�� %(��%#* !�
�!!��(�% ( �#�

• ���������##�# -�#+��/(�%����
���#+��%����#������0� �"��
!��"����

• �/!�� �%�����%��* "*����
(�� %���#(����

• )��(%��#* !#�& (*������"���������
���.��%(��� %(�1 %��%(��%��
��&�2��3��&���*����

�

�*��������*�����
�

������	

����������������������������
�������������
�������������������
�
� �������� �� �
������ ���� ��������� � ���������� ���� ��� ��������� �
� �������
�������� �� �	��� �
�������� ���� ���� 	���� �	�� ��
�������� �����������
�����������
����
����������
���	������

• 
����#�4567�

• �!�% %"������7869�

• 678��(���%(#�!���"�����

• ���(��� %�(*��:��%/�

�

�!!� ��( �%#�����
4(*�"�����#(���%(#�

����!(��������
��0������6+�7869�

(*���"*�
�!� ��6+�7869�

�*��#*������!!��;�
•  ����
���������������!�	��������	���������

• "����
���������������	��������
�����������
����#��������

• $
��
��������
��������������	�������������
���
����
���������

• $
��
����������	
��	�%��
�
����������������������	�	����%
���������������

• "����
�������������������������	�	���	

���	�����������
����
���#
�������
�����������

	�������%#&�����2���(���%�����(*�#��$��#( �%#+����������� #�����2��<�
�

�&
���
�����
����
��
���
�����������������
����

'	��(
������
��)
���������*�����+$�����
���'���	���,�����
��������-��������"�������.�
����/0������ 

�
�

�=�������>�����������>������
��>���..	�.����

Tax preparation services are provided by Ariva, a 
non-profit organization. Ridgewood Saving Bank makes 
no representation regarding and is not responsible in any 
way, for the Ariva tax preparation services. 2014 Federal 
& NYS Tax Returns prepared by an IRS Certified VITA 
Volunteer Preparer.   Member FDIC

You are eligible for a FREE 2014 tax preparation if you are 
single with no dependents and earn less than $25,000, 
or you file with dependents and earn less than $53,000.

Space is limited.  Call today to make an appointment

You must bring with you:
� Photo IDs
� Social Security Cards for everyone named on the Tax Return
� W-2 and/or 1099 Statements
� If claiming childcare expenses, bring documentation and care 

            provider Tax ID Number
� Last year’s Income Tax Returns
� Form 1095A (if applicable)
� Any other relevant tax information

www.ridgewoodbank.com

Saturday, March 21, 2015
9:45am - 4:00pm
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WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
35 Years Serving The Community

Formally of Morris Park

CALL THE SPECIALISTS

Midco Accounting Services Inc.                                                                                                                                  
1075 Central Park Avenue                                                                                                                                           

Apple Bank Plaza, Suite 205                                                                                                                                         
Scarsdale, New York  10583                                                                                                                                         

Tel: 914-723 -8500  Fax: 914-723-8576                                                                                                                      
www.midcotax.com                    

Michael J. Di Costanzo Sr.
Tax Consultant
michael@midcotax.com

Michael J. Di Costanzo Jr., CPA
miked@midcotax.com

*Price(s) include all costs to be paid by consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees & taxes. ^Cannot be combined with any other offers. To qualified buyers.
Photos are illustrative only. Prices may vary. See dealer for details. Offers end 3/31/15. NYCDCA#0927744, DMVFAC#7070432 ©2015 BOCPARTNERS.COM

3211 EAST TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY
SHOWROOM HOURS: MON-THURS:9-8 FRI:9-7 • SAT:9-5 

MILEABUICKGMC.COM

AutoGroup

250Vehicles
In Stock!

Conquest Lease
Cash Available

Milea Welcomes all Costco, Teachers,
and Credit Union Member Discounts!

888.293.8472

Trade Out Of Your Current Lease
Early! Any Make or Model.

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

LEASE
FOR 39
MOS*

2015 GMC TERRAIN
SLE AWD

Stk#15276, Ttl due $2,829 ($2,015 Down, $219 1st
Payment, $0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k
mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments
$8,541, Residual: $22,509. Price incl $350 CCR &
$3,000 GM Lease Loyalty if qual. 

$219

2015 GMCACADIA SLE AWD

Stk#15037b, Ttl due $2,679 ($2,015 Down, $69 1st
Payment, $0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k
mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments
$1,656, Residual: $16,284. Price incl $950 CCR &
$3,000 GM Lease Loyalty if qual. 

$69 LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

Stk#15287, AWD, Sunroof, Remote Start, Htd Sts, 4GLTE WiFi,
Ttl due $2,729 ($2,015 Down, $119 1st Payment, $0 Sec
Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25
thereafter. Ttl payments $2,856, Residual: $22,596. Price incl
$800 CCR & $3,000 GM Lease Loyalty if qual. 

$119

2015 BUICK VERANO

In Stock & Available For Immediate Delivery

NEW 2015
GMC 

YUKON 
DENALI

SALES EVENT!
MILEA’S POT OF GOLD

Stk#14049b, Ttl due $2,709 ($2,015 Down, $99 1st
Payment, $0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k
mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments
$2,376, Residual: $18,291. Price incl $2,260 CCR
& $3,000 GM Lease Loyalty if qual. 

$99

2015 BUICK ENCORE

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

43rd PCT.
Sunday, March 1, 4:24 a.m. — Three 

victims, two 20 year-old males and a 26-year-
old male, were inside the 1253 Deli at 1253 
Castle Hill Avenue when after a verbal dispute 
the suspects began assaulting them. The fi rst 
victim was stabbed in the right torso and sus-
tained eye and head injuries. The second vic-
tim sustained multiple facial fractures, and 
the third victim sustained a stab wound to his 
torso as well as bruising to his head and stom-
ach. An HTC cellphone and $56 in cash and 
was removed from the fi rst victim and an iP-
hone 5 was removed from the third.  All three 
victims were transported to an area hospital 
for treatment.

Tuesday, March 3, 4:41 p.m. — Polic-
es responded to a call of an assault in front 
of 1504 Leland Avenue. Upon arrival, offi cers 
determined that a 21-year-old male was shot 
one time in the chest in front of the location. 
EMS responded and transported the victim to 
Jacobi Hospital where he was pronounced 
DOA.

Wednesday, March 4, 11:45 p.m. — A 
suspect approached the 20-year-old male 
victim as he was standing in front of a build-
ing on Guion Place, and displayed a fi rearm 

which he then proceeded to fi re at him.  The 
victim was injured.

46th PCT.
Wednesday, March 4, 10:00 p.m. — 

Police responded to a 911 call of a female 
shot inside of 1985 Webster Avenue. Upon ar-
rival, offi cers observed a female with a gun-
shot wound to the head. EMS also responded 
to the location and pronounced the victim de-
ceased at the scene.

49th PCT.
Wednesday, March 4,  1:07 a.m. — Po-

lice responded to a 911 call of a male shot in-
side of 2450 Williamsbridge Road. Upon ar-
rival, offi cers observed a 29-year-old male 
with a gunshot wound to the head. EMS also 
responded to the location and pronounced the 
victim deceased at the scene.

52th PCT.
Friday, March 6,  7:00 a.m. — An off-

duty police offi cer was arrested and charged 
with third degree assault.
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Hunts Point Markets will re-

ceive $150 million in city funding for 
revitalization over the next 12 years, 
Mayor de Blasio announced on March 
5 in a speech at the Association for a 
Better New York.

The capital allocation from the 
mayor’s budget will go towards im-
provements across the Food Distribu-
tion Center campus, including the pro-
duce, fi sh and meat markets located 
there. 

These investments are in addition 
to the $45 million dollars in federal 
funds allocated for resiliency projects.

“It’s hard to overstate how impor-
tant this facility is for our city,” said de 
Blasio in his speech.

The market occupies 329 acres and 
supports 115 private wholesalers that 
employ more than 8,000 people, he 
said.

“These are good, decent-paying 
jobs for New Yorkers at every educa-
tion level,” said de Blasio. “Our plan 
protects those jobs and positions the 
site to create many more jobs for New 
Yorkers in the future.”

The New York City Economic Devel-
opment Corporation anticipates that 
the improvements will create nearly 
900 construction jobs and nearly 500 
permanent jobs in the Bronx.

The produce and meat markets 
currently operate with outdated, in-
effi cient infrastructure and designs, 
according to the NYC Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, and the new Ful-
ton Fish Market also has chronically 
under-utilized space that needs to be 
put to better use.

The city plans to co-invest in im-
provements such as parking lot re-
pairs at the Fish Market, urgent short-
term repairs at the Meat Market and 
rail infrastructure along Food Center 
Drive.

In his speech, the mayor also an-
nounced that the improvements at the 
markets will include dedicated space 
to better link the city to food that is 
grown and produced in upstate New 
York. After the announcement, the 
NYC EDC kicked off a regional food 
hubs task force, which will develop an 

$150 million allocated to 
fi x Hunts Point markets

action plan to guide the investments in 
local food distribution.

“The mayor’s plan to revitalize 
Hunts Point will make much-wanted 
local produce more widely available to 
New Yorkers, and support the growth 
of upstate farmers and farmland,” said 
Pat Jenny, vice president for Grants at 
New York Community Trust, which 
was an early backer of the plan and 
invested $200,000 to help build public 
support.

Local elected offi cials applauded 
the announcement of the mayor’s in-
vestment in the Hunts Point Market.

“Mayor de Blasio’s $150 million in-
vestment demonstrates a strong com-
mitment to the Hunts Point commu-
nity which is full of hard-working 
Bronxites and offers unlimited poten-
tial for future economic growth and 
job creation,” said Senator Jeff Klein. 
“I applaud the mayor’s revitalization 
efforts in Hunts Point and look for-
ward to the economic development 
benefi ts of the funding being fully re-
alized over the next ten years.”

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
also heralded the importance of the 
market to the Bronx.

“Our borough’s fi sh, meat and pro-
duce markets combined not only feed 
the entire region, but are an engine 
for thousands of good paying jobs,” he 
said in a statement. “Moving forward, 
we must do everything we can to cre-
ate an atmosphere that allows for even 
greater economic growth at these mar-
kets.”

Diaz also reiterated his call for the 
construction of a new freezer facility 
for the fi sh and meat markets. Such 
a facility would eliminate the need of 
food businesses to shuttle perishable 
goods back and forth from New Jersey, 
he said, saving them money and lead-
ing to fewer truck trips, a cleaner en-
vironment, more jobs and lower food 
costs, among other benefi ts.

“I look forward to working with 
this administration, as well as stake-
holders from across the region, to give 
our markets the proper resources they 
need to continue to grow and thrive,” 
said Diaz.

The markets at Hunts Points will be revitalized with $150 million in funding over 12 years, the 
mayor announced in a speech on March 5. File photo
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Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
Around Town: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
published. All announcements must be mailed 
to the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 East Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465,  before the Friday 
preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
Community Calendar: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups 
can have their special event dates announced free 
of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
Friday preceding publication.
Subscription Rates: Yearly subscriptions are 
$15.00; 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. 
Out of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
Change Of Address: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accom-
panied by the mailing label from your newspaper 
showing complete name, address and subscription 
number (top left corner).

Copyright © 2015 by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper 
nor any part thereof may be reproduced, copied or 
transmitted in any form, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, microfi lming, recording 
or by an information retrieval system without 
the express written permission of the publisher. 
This copyright is extended to the design  and 
text created for advertisements. Reproduction 
of said advertisement or any part thereof without 
the express written permission of Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc. is strictly prohibited.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Bronx’ own

Wizard of Oz
Dear editor,
This month in 1910, my 

friend, Elias Karmon, was 
born.  The things he was able 
to accomplish in his life were 
magical.  He was a wizard at 
getting things done.  It’s po-
etic that he was born on March 
4th and that is exactly what he 
did his entire life-- he marched 
forth to help others. 

Every fi ve years after his 
75th birthday, Dr. Karmon 
would hold a birthday bash 
fundraiser for himself and he 
would donate all the money to 
Bronx’ nonprofi ts.  He donated 
millions of his own money on 
top of the money he raised to 
making the Bronx a better 
place for everyone.  He did it be-
cause the Bronx was his home.  

If you visit the Bronx 
YMCA, you will notice that 
the indoor pool and the gym-
nasium are named after him. 
There are several buildings in 
the Bronx that bear his name 
and recently so does a street. 
Many churches and non-prof-
its exist in the Bronx because 
of Dr. Karmon. Dr. Karmon is 
also the founding father of the 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce.

‘Mr. Bronx’ passed away on 
October 21, 2008, at the young 
age of 98. I miss my friend.  He 
instilled in me a direction. He 
shared with me that the value 
of a person lay in what he 
gave of himself and not what 
he was capable of receiving. 
What keeps us going are our 
memories of the past and our 
dreams for the future. When 
there are no visions, there are 
no memories. He believed that 
memories cannot be replaced, 
but new ones can be built. Mr. 
Bronx taught me that you have 
to live by your standards even 
if you are alone and unpopular. 
Being principled exceeds the 
value of popularity.

I asked my friend a few 
months before he passed away, 
why didn’t he retire to Flor-
ida after actively serving the 
Bronx for 65 years? Mr. Bronx 
smiled and quoted Dorothy 
from the Wizard of Oz and said, 
“If you want to look for your 
heart’s desire, you do not have 
to go further than your own 
back yard.”

Do me a favor, if you live in 
the Bronx, do all you can to bet-
ter the street you live on, sup-
port your community board 
and always promote your bor-
ough in the best light possible, 

because - “There’s no place like 
home!”

Eliezer Rodriguez

Correcting
the record

Dear editor,
I wish to counter recent re-

porting regarding a murder 
in the northeast Bronx earlier 
this year. In the early morning 
of Sunday, February 1, Christo-

Luck of 
the sober

Dear editor,
St. Patrick’s’ Day has been 

proudly celebrated in our 
country since the fi rst pa-
rade stepped out  on March 17, 
1762--fourteen years before the 
Declaration of Independence 
was signed ! Communities 
across the country have been  
hosting  parades ever since--in-
cluding Throggs Neck, which 
will hold  its 17th annual pa-
rade on Sunday March 15. 

The parade and  its associ-
ated  community events  make 
it a wonderful time for fam-
ily and friends to celebrate all 
things Irish, like the food, mu-
sic and dance.  But if alcohol is 
going to be a part of the day’s 
festivities, then we must keep 
in mind certain facts if we want 
to stay safe  and lucky. 

From 2009 to 2013, 276 peo-
ple have died in car crashes on 
St. Patrick’s Day due to drunk 
driving.  Many of these deaths 
could have been prevented 
with a little knowledge and a 
few precautions beforehand. 

Since the liver can only me-
tabolize one alcoholic drink 
per hour, it is best to wait one 
hour before driving for each 
drink you have had. There is 
no safe amount of alcohol when 
it comes to driving. I

Prestige Car Service is offer-
ing  a special service for those 
who make pre-arrangements 
with them for St. Patrick’s Day. 
They will provide free one-way 
transportation for up to four 
people in the same car going to 
the same location from 4 p.m. to 
midnight on Sunday, March 15.  
This complementary service 
will be offered fi ve times that 
day only, so make your reser-
vations at (718) 515-2222.

Many thanks go out to Pres-
tige for their generous and com-
munity-minded offer.  

Joanne Timmins, LCSW

community organizer, 

TNCAP

Great support
 Dear editor,
I would like to take this 

time to thank all the people 
who attended the Primavera 
Italian Language and Cul-
ture Program’s Graduation 
Ceremony on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 28. Thanks to Senator 
Jeff Klein, Tommy Messina, 
from Congressman Crowley’s 
offi ce, Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, Patrick Caruso, 

2nd guessing
2nd collection

Dear editor,
While it is well to give gen-

erously to St. Frances de Ch-
antel, especially during Lent, 
it does not behoove us to aban-
don common sense in our giv-
ing.    Yes, certain second col-
lections are mandated by the 
Archdiocese.  Those would 
number approximately 12.  The 
remaining second collections, 
maintenance, air-condition-
ing, snow removal are taken at 
the discretion of the pastor and 
are not mandated by the Arch-
diocese.    Parishioners might 
well ask whether a monthly 
air-conditioning collection 
during warmer weather would 
logically lead one to assume 
that there would be air-condi-
tioning as the days warmed.  
In 2014, we were misled when 
we were told that July 1 is the 
diocese-wide start date for pro-
viding air-conditioning.  Then, 
from July through September, 
the congregation sweltered 
without air-conditioning, while 
the pastor was away from the 
parish from mid-July through 
Labor Day.    

A monthly maintenance col-
lection would lead one to expect 
the fl oors to be mopped, say, 
once a fortnight or that light 
bulbs would be replaced when 
over 40% of them have been out 
for several months,  One would 
be disappointed in entertain-
ing such an expectation.    

So, yes, almsgiving is 
praiseworthy, but let us exer-
cise sound judgment when giv-
ing.  One need not feel obliged 
to give when the second collec-
tion comes around at St. Fran-
ces. Feel free to give, but don’t 
give without thinking.

JC Bitner

Community Board 10, Gene 
DiNapoli, Andrew Chirico 
and Fran Mahony for attend-
ing. On behalf of myself, the 
staff, parents and the wonder-
ful students we say “Grazie 
mille” to the legislators for 
stating that they will continue 
to fund this successful pro-
gram so that we will be able 
to continue in the fall for 12 
weeks. In these hard economic 
times, there was concern that 
this program would be cut af-
ter 37 years of success in our 
community. Senator

Klein was honored at the 
ceremony for his tireless ef-
forts through the years to keep 
the program going.

Loretta Zaino, MA

pher Graham, a 22-year old as-
piring hip-hop artist, was shot 
and killed at the corner of Cru-
ger and Mace avenues in Aller-
ton.

This tragic incident was 
made even more diffi cult by the 
irresponsible reporting of the 
NY Daily News which wrote 
that after Graham fi nished 
performing at my establish-
ment, Gasolina Lounge at 2525 
Boston Road, he got into a fi ght 
with another man outside the 
lounge. The article went on to 
say that, “the man followed Mr. 
Graham as he walked down the 
street with family and friends” 
and shot him in the head on 
Cruger and Mace avenues.”

This is not what took place 
that night! According the video 
footage I gave to the police, it is 
clear that there was no alterca-
tion involving Graham inside 
or outside my establishment 
that night. Gasolina  Lounge is 
on fi lm closing by 3 a.m., well 
before the 4 a.m. time of the 
murder. Graham is on video 
leaving the club at 2:30 a.m. 
without anyone following him.

Footage captured by a 
nearby apartment building at 
4 a.m. shows the murder occur-
ring, an hour and a half after 
the victim left Gasolina. This 
further proves that Graham 
was not en route from my estab-
lishment.  Any blame that may 
be laid at Gasolina’s feet for be-
ing “just another rowdy bar” 
that brings negative activity to 
the community, is unjustifi ed.  

I was raised in the Allerton 
community, graduating from 
Christopher Columbus High 
School, and I care about the 
neighborhood I do business in. 
My establishment should not 
be the target of such inaccurate 
reporting. 

I hope that Community 
Board 11 and the 49th Precinct 
takes these statements into 
account before making judg-
ments about the circumstances 
surrounding this homicide.,

Miguel Sang

owner, Gasolina Lounge
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NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
TODAY THERE’S A NEW CHOICE.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE  

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete,
the CHOICE health plan that combines
all the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid 
in a single plan. It’s the most comprehensive 
plan VNSNY has ever offered. It provides 
all the services and support you need to 
live safely and independently at home – 
and stay out of a nursing home – 
at zero cost to you.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

H8490_AD_NHv2 Approved 12152014

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
������
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

VNSNY CHOICEFIDA Complete(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health planthat combines Medicare and Medicaid benefi ts for people who need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York
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Penne Alla Vodka

Spring Salad with Balsomic Vinigrette

Roast Prime of Beef

Chicken Francese

Shrimp Oreganata

Roast Leg of Lamb w/Mint Jelly

All Coffee, Pastries and Desserts 
Served at Tables

$4200

Lechon
Whole Turkey
Brisket of Beef
Skirt Steak

Carving
station

Pasta
station

Seafood
station

Chafing
station

Shrimp Cocktail
Clams Oreganata
Mussels Posillipo
Fried Calamari
Smoked Salmon
Roasted Red Snapper

Beef Bourgignonne
Broccoli Rabe w/Sausage
Eggplant Rollatini
Arroz con gandules
Pollo Asado
Veal & Peppers
Braciolette Di Maiale
Chicken Cacciatore
Ropa Vieja

 Assorted Pastas Choices

1703 Bronxdale Avenue

Choice Of: 

Dinner

Premium Liquors served throughout affair.
Bottled Red and White wine at each table.

Openbar 1/2 Price
for children
age 5 of 12

 

FREE
for children

4 years and under

Easter Sundaytraditiontradition

for the children

from the Easter Bunnyfor the children

from the Easter Bunny
FREE GIFTSFREE GIFTS

+10% gratuities, sales tax included.

$5000

per personper person$5000

Pasta: 

Salad: 

Maestro’s Caterer’s

Wok
STATION

Array of Chinese
Cuisine

VALET
PARKING

INCLUDED

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR RESERVATION

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx County Demo-

cratic Committee has a new 
chairman.

Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespo was elected unani-
mously by his peers to serve 
as chairman of the Bronx 
Dems on Thursday, March 
5. He replaces Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie, who 
stepped down after assuming 
the speakership from Assem-
blyman Sheldon Silver. 

Crespo, 34, serves a dis-
trict in Soundview and Cla-
son Point. He said he was 
honored by his election. 

“I look forward to build-
ing upon the progress made 
in recent years: moving to 
bring more people to the 
Democratic party, increase 
voter turnout, supporting 
more outstanding candi-
dates and working in a uni-
fi ed fashion to champion the 
issues important to the mem-
bers and all residents of the 
Bronx,” he said. 

He noted the high percent-
age of votes the county gave 
to fellow Democrats President 
Obama and Governor Cuomo, 
and predicted even more of an 

Assemblyman Crespo to lead Dem organization
impact in 2016 and beyond. 

“He is young and bright,” 
said Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, BDCC treasurer. 
“I happen to personally be-
lieve he will lead the county 
in a very fair manner.” 

The assemblyman be-
lieves that Crespo will lead 
the party in much the same 
way that Heastie did, a style 
of leadership he described as 
fair-minded and thoughtful. 

The leader of the commit-
tee of borough Democrats 
that chose Crespo, Assem-
blyman Jeff Dinowitz, said 
he too was pleased by the 
choice.

“He is hardworking and 
is committed to a strong, 
unifi ed and inclusive Demo-
cratic Party in the Bronx,” 
said Dinowitz. “He under-
stands that bringing peo-
ple together from all ethnic 
groups and from all corners 
of the Bronx is the only way 
for the party to be effective 
and successful.”

Benedetto said that Cre-
spo played a role in mak-
ing Heastie the leader of the 
county party several years 
before, and he said prior to 

his election, Crespo called 
many of the district leaders 
to hear what they had to say. 

“It was clear that he was 

the right man for the job,” 
said Benedetto. 

According to biographi-
cal material, Crespo was 

born in Guayama, Puerto 
Rico in 1980, and moved with 
his family to New York at a 
young age, and also spent 
three years living in Lima, 
Peru. 

After completing high 
school in Puerto Rico, he 
moved back to New York 
where he began a rapid rise 
in local politics, being elected 
to the state assembly at the 
age of 28. 

Once in the assembly, he 
chaired a Task Force on New 
Americans that highlighted 
the contributions of immi-
grant New Yorkers. 

Locally, his bio states he 
worked to ensure that the 
borough receives new Metro 
North stations, took a lead-
ing role in a project to build 
an additional ramp onto the 
Bruckner Expressway to 
take trucks from the Hunts 
Point food markets off local 
streets and helped secure 
funding for the fi nal stage 
of construction on Starlight 
Park along the Bronx River’s 
waterfront. 

He is married and has two 
young daughters.

Assemblyman Marcos Crespo is the newly elected chairman of the Bronx 
Democratic County Committee.
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

GET MORE WITH ALMA

almabank.com / 718.267.ALMA (2562)
13 Convenient Locations in New York & New Jersey

 *Customers must have a Checking Account and sign up for e-Statements to qualify for free incoming wire transfers. Other fees may apply. **The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of February 6, 2015. 
Rates may change at anytime except as noted herein. To qualify for the promotions, $10,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. Other restrictions apply. Fees may reduce earnings. 
Early withdrawal fees may apply. New money only. Limit one account per customer. For current rate/APY or to obtain a copy of the Truth In Savings Disclosure, visit your nearest branch or call 855.541.1000.

FREE INCOMING PERSONAL & BUSINESS WIRE TRANSFERS*

2.00%
APY

5 YEAR CDs AT 
**1.50%

APY

4 YEAR CDs AT 
**
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Easter Family Tradition at:

Sunday, April 5, 2015 -12noon-5pm

Dinner

Open Bar, Premium Liquor Served Throughout Affair
Eastwood Dessert Served At Your Table

3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY
Reservations: 718-654-4200

One Hour Cocktail Reception - Four Hours Dining & Dancing
Featuring: 

Alive ‘N’ Kickin Orchestra & Show
Carving Station • Seafood Station • Pasta Station • Chafing
Station • Antipasto Station • Fresh Fruit & Cheese Display

Choice Of:

Rigatoni Ala Vodka • Tuscany Salad
Prime Rib of Beef • Chicken Rollatini
Salmon Oreganata • Roast Leg of Lamb w/Mint Jelly 
Mixed Vegetables  • Baked Stuffed Potato
Eastwood Dessert served at your table

FREE GIFTS

For the children
from the 

Easter Bunnies

$50
per person

plus 10% gratuity
sales tax included

1/2 Price For

Children Under

the age of 12
Deluxe Cocktail Hour:

No Charge for

Children under 5

years of age

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 45th Precinct Commu-

nity Council has named six 
outstanding people to be hon-
ored at their annual breakfast 
in May. 

After consultation and con-
sideration, the council board 
selected six individuals who 
help improve police and com-
munity relations. 

The council breakfast, 
which typically draws a crowd 
of hundreds, will take place 
this year on Friday, May 15 at 

45th Pct. to honor 6 
at annual breakfast

Villa Barone Manor. 
The honorees are Reverend 

Deborah Jenkins, James Mc-
Quade, Mary Jane Musano, 
Paul Nani, John Provetto and 
Lisa Sorin. 

“We have these six individu-
als who shine out among those 
in their local communities,” 
said council vice-president 
Joe Boiko. “They have always 
given of themselves, and I am 
proud we are able to recognize 
them in this manner.”

Jenkins is the pastor of Faith 
at Work Christian Church and 
vocal in the fi ght against do-
mestic violence who speaks at 
NYPD seminars. 

A board member at the 
Waterbury-LaSalle Commu-
nity Association, where she is 
the Ways & Means committee 
chairwoman, Musano is an 
education advocate and chil-
dren’s book author. 

McQuade is the proprietor 
of Schuyler Hill Funeral Home 
and Community Board 10’s 

Economic Development Com-
mittee chairman. Council pres-
ident Robert Bieder said that 
McQuade has been involved in 
the Throggs Neck community 
for decades. 

Nani is a City Island Civic 
Association board member and 
the organization’s traffi c com-
mittee chairman. He serves 
as a community liaison to the 
NYPD for the summer detail 
on City Island. 

Provetto oversees the Cop 
Shot Program, a tip-line to 
catch people who shoot at po-
lice offi cers. He removes graf-
fi ti throughout the Throggs 
Neck community. 

The director of the 
Westchester Square Business 
Improvement District, Lisa 
Sorin helps to build better rela-
tions in both the business and 
residential community there, 
said Bieder. 

The council breakfast coin-
cides with Peace Offi cers Me-
morial Day on May 15th, which 

remembers fallen police offi -
cers as part of National Police 
Week. 

“Every other day there is 
a police offi cer shot and killed 
somewhere in the United 
States, said Boiko. “On aver-
age, there are about 153 police 
offi cers killed annually, which 
most people don’t know about 
or hear about because it is not 
in your local community.” 

The precinct council is plan-
ning its own remembrance of 
these fallen police offi cers dur-
ing the breakfast, he said. 

This breakfast is the 45th 
Precinct Community Council’s 
only annual fundraiser. 

It will take place to 8:30 to 11 
a.m. on May 15, and you can at-
tend for a $15 donation. 

Please make checks payable 
to the 45th Precinct Commu-
nity Council and mail to Annie 
Boller, c/o Abalon, 717 South 
3rd Avenue, Mount Vernon, NY 
10550. 

For more information, call 
Bieder at (718) 828-4400 or Boiko 
at (718) 320-3300 ext. 3409. 

Lisa Sorin is the director of the 
Westchester Square Business Im-
provement District..

John Provetto is an anti-graffi ti 
activist and runs the Cop Shot Pro-
gram.

We have these 
six individuals who 
shine out amoung 
those in their local 

communities.
Joe Boiko
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101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM
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#1 Studio For The Past 34 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

SPRING CLASSES AND SUMMER PERFORMING ARTS DAY CAMP
Thursday and Friday, March 19th and 20th, 3:00–8:00pm 

Saturday, March 21st, 9:00am–5:00pm 
Monday–Wednesday, March 23rd–25th, 3:00–8:00pm 

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

CLASSES IN:
NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPION 2014!

WE’RE #1 WITH MOMS!

ABT, MTV, 
Broadway and Dance Companies

Only

GET SOCIAL!

VISIT US AT 
ONE OF OUR 
3 LOCATIONS

Nobody Does it Like Fancy Feet!

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A historic tennis club here 

in our borough will soon be 
serving up its summer sea-
son.

Established in 1886 in up-
per Manhattan, New York 
Tennis Club is the oldest ten-
nis club in the state. 

As the city’s population 
grew, the club traveled be-
tween three locations until 
settling in its present location 
in Throggs Neck.

“This is the most perfect 
location for a tennis club, it 
feels like you’re in the coun-
try, but you’re only 20 min-
utes away from the city. It’s a 
little known gem here in The 
Bronx,” expressed Karyn Ta-
sens, NYTC secretary.

NYTC is located at 3081 
Harding Avenue and has six 
outside tennis courts encom-
passed by lush parkland.

The borough’s best kept 
secret will be holding three 
events to celebrate its ap-
proaching summer season.

According to Tasens, NYTC 
will be conducting an indoor 
open house called ‘Round-
Robin Open House’ from 1 
p.m. until 3 p.m. on Wednes-

NY Tennis Club serving up summer season

day, April 22 and Sunday, 
April, 26. The event will fea-
ture tennis, lunch, and a way 
people to learn more about the 
program.

Opening Day for the sum-
mer season will start at 9 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 9 and will 
last all day. People are wel-
comed to play, but need not 
need to worry if they do not 
have a set game.

A tennis coordinator will 
be on-site for the entire sum-
mer season to arrange games 
for people who do not have one 
already set. They will arrange 
round-robin, tournaments, 
and other fun events offered at 

NYTC.
The summer program’s 

membership averages $850, 
but provisional members en-
joy a 20% discount. This same 
rule applies for fi rst-time 
Weekday Only members who 
attend from Monday through 
Friday.

Memberships offered in-
clude provisional, which does 
not require additional fees; as-
sociate memberships; student 
memberships; and corporate 
memberships.

Children can also join in 
the fun.  

The club’s Junior Program 
is offered to juniors of all 

ages who desire to learn more 
about the sport in an exciting, 
progressive, and structured 
environment. The programs 
offered are tailored to each 
student’s level and goal and ad-
vancing players can progress 
into the Performance Tennis 
Program. 

Classes are usually a hour 
or a hour plus Kids Club or 
Kids Only Club. They are 
scheduled for three terms: 
May 10 through July 4, July 
5 through August 29, and Au-
gust 30 through October 9. 
They will be held Fridays from 
5. until 6 p.m. and Saturdays 4 
until 5 p.m.

Kids Club offers open 
round-robin and match pro-
grams on Friday evenings 
which are available to all play-
ers enrolled in the junior de-
velopment program.

Lessons and clinics for 
children and adults will be 
conducted throughout the up-
coming season.

Memorial Day and 4th of 
July events and parties are 
also scheduled for this sea-
son.  

If interested, contact NYTC 
at (718) 239-7919 for more infor-
mation.

Parking is provided inside 
NYTC’s private grounds and 
the club can be reached via 
public transportation.

An avid tennis player her-
self, Tasens grew up in Man-
hattan and played at local 
clubs until most shuttered to 
make room for condomini-
ums. 

“This was a great fi nd for 
me and I have made a lot of 
friends in my time here,” she 
expressed.

To subscribe to the club’s 
mailing list, contact admin@
newyorktennisclub.com.

The New York Tennis Club’s Summer Season is soon approaching. Photo courtesy of The New York Tennis Club
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SPOTO’S
FINE NEOPOLITAN & SICILIAN CUISINE

4005 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465

718-828-5613
www.SpotosNYC.com

Come enjoy our 
elegant wine bar!

SPOTO’S MENU IS ON ITS WAY TO YOU
or view it on our website: www.SpotosNYC.com

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!

Too tired to cook? Let us do it for you...Free Delivery!
OUTSIDE OFF PREMISE CATERING DELIVERED DOOR TO DOOR

Dates are available…
Banquet room seats up to 100 people

All parties supervised by Peter

Daily Lunch Special

$11.95
Spoto’s Early Dining

$24.95
SPOTO’S NOW

DELIVERS
7 Days A Week!

NOW 
SERVING A 
FULL PIZZA 

MENU!

Come 
enjoy our 
elegant 
wine bar! Join us on                     for daily specials

Exquisite Catering at Affordable Prices
We specialize in family functions!

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR NEXT AFFAIR!
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Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

MARCH EXTRAVAGANZA!

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 

EXTRAVAGANZA
You wouldn’t want to fi nd this 

at the end of your rainbow!
GET READY FOR THE SUMMER! 

TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!
Free consultation. Limited time offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Clean Start 

Weight Loss Program

BEFORE

AFTER

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The police really focused on nab-

bing this culprit. 
A Federal Aviation Administration 

complaint led to the quick arrest of a 
Waterbury-LaSalle man on Monday, 
March 9 for interfering with aircraft. 

The FAA brought the matter to the 
NYPD’s attention after they received 
reports of someone in the east Bronx 
pointing a laser at aircraft landing and 
taking off from LaGuardia Airport in 
Queens. The NYPD was also targeted. 

The NYPD Aviation’s Unit can-
vassed the area around the airport, 
and later offi cers from the 45th Pre-
cinct arrested Frank Egan, 36, of Cod-
dington Avenue charging him with 
multiple counts, including assault on 
a police offi cer, felony assault, men-
acing a police offi cer, reckless endan-
germent and criminal possession of a 
weapon. 

According to police, Egan aimed 
the laser at a police helicopter, injur-
ing two police offi cers assigned to the 
aviation unit. A pilot of an Air Canada 
jet also had his eyes injured by the la-
ser, police stated. The pilots went to 
hospital for eye care. 

When 45th Precinct offi cers arrived 
at Egan’s apartment, they were let in 
by his mother. The sharp-eyed cops 
saw a black tube with the label ‘Laser 
303’ on top of a refrigerator, according 
to a police report. 

“The offi cers then encountered 
a 36-year-old male, who, after being 

Coddington man arrested 
for lasering LGA aircraft 

This is a picture of the laser the police re-
covered. Photo courtesy of the NYPD

questioned, admitted to offi cers that 
he is the owner of the laser and did use 
it that evening,” the report stated. 

The investigation is ongoing, police 
said. 

Bob Bieder, the president of the 45th 
Precinct Community Council, praised 
the police work and highlighted the 
quick response that resolved the is-
sue. 

“People do these things; I cannot 
imagine why, he said. 

Bieder said that the situation was a 
very dangerous one, as blinding a pilot 
of an aircraft could lead to a crash.

A traffi c jamming car crash happened outside of Lehman High School on East Trem-
ont Avenue near Westchester Square on Tuesday, March 10. According to bystanders, 
shortly before school recess, a 2006 Dodge Charger crashed into several parked 
cars before  fl ipping upside down against a sport utility vehicle. The Dodge Charger 
collided with an overturned SUV. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Overturned SUV Near Lehman 
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Cancer Screening Saves Lives
We can help You

Together we can reverse these trends.
The Bronx County Cancer Services Program can provide you with free cancer screenings.

For an appointment call 718-579-6453

The fight against breast, cervical and colorectal cancer begins with 
regular screenings. We can provide free screenings regardless of 
citizenship status for breast, cervical and colorectal cancer, if you:

Have no health insurance

Are between 40 and 64 years old

Live in the Bronx

Did You Know?
108 people in the Bronx are diagnosed with cancer each week

Breast cancer is the second leading cause of death among 
women in New York State

In 2012, an estimated 3,000 New Yorkers may have lost their 
battle against colorectal cancer
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Funded by a grant from the New York State Department 
of Health, Bureau of Chronic Disease Control
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

Request for Bids (“RFB”) 
for the Sale of Food from Mobile Food Units at Various Locations Citywide 

 

The City of New York, the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (“Parks”) is issuing a 
Request for Bids (“RFB”) for the sale of food from mobile food units at various park locations citywide. 
 
Hard copies of the RFB can be obtained, at no cost, commencing on Tuesday, March 10, 2015, through 
Tuesday, April 14, 2015 between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and holi-
days, at the Revenue Division of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, which is 
located at 830 Fifth Avenue, Room 407, New York, NY 10065.   All bids submitted in response to this 
RFB must be submitted no later than Tuesday, April 14, 2015 at 11:00 a.m.  
 
The RFB is also available for download, Tuesday, March 10, 2015 through Tuesday, April 14, 2015 on 
Parks’ website.  To download the RFB, visit www.nyc.gov/parks/businessopportunities, click on the 
link for “Concessions Opportunities at Parks” and, after logging in, click on the “download” link that ap-
pears adjacent to the RFB’s description.    

 
For more information related to the RFB contact:  

Eitan Adler (for Bronx and Staten Island Parks) at (212) 360-1397 or via email: eitan.adler@parks.nyc.gov; 
Eric Weiss (for Brooklyn Parks) at (212) 360-1397 or via email: eric.weiss@parks.nyc.gov; 

Thomas Mathai (for Queens Parks) at (212) 360-1397 or via email: thomas.mathai@parks.nyc.gov, or 
Glenn Kaalund (Manhattan Parks) at (212) 360-1397 or via email: glenn.kaalund@parks.nyc.gov. 

 
TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) 212-504-4115 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A ‘Court Watchers’ pro-

gram of concerned citizens will 
once again be observing qual-
ity of life criminal court pro-
ceedings. 

Senator Jeff Klein and 
Bronx District Attorney Robert 
Johnson are bringing back the 
program fi rst started in 2010. 

Court Watchers has citizens 
concerned about quality-of-life 
crimes like graffi ti vandalism 
view court proceedings and 
track specifi c cases of interest 
in their communities through 
the courts. 

According to Klein’s offi ce, 
the program works to increase 
awareness of quality-of-life 
crimes like graffi ti, vandal-
ism and petty larceny so that 
harsher sentences are imposed 
on habitual offenders. 

Klein said he would like to 
see the borough where he grew 
up remain safe place for fami-
lies to live, work and send their 
children to school. 

“When mischief-makers 
come into the community and 
spray paint on places of wor-
ship or break into reputable 
small businesses owned by 
hardworking families, they 

Citizen Court Watchers target Q-o-L cases

need to know that they will be 
held accountable,” said the sen-
ator. 

“The Court Watchers pro-
gram plays a vital role in the 
Bronx, helping to deter crimi-
nal activity and keep our neigh-
borhoods safe,” he continued. 

A message needs to be sent 
that these crimes will not be 
tolerated, he concluded. 

The fi rst meeting of the 
newly reconstituted Court 
Watchers program was held 
at Klein’s district offi ce on 
Wednesday, March 4. 

The program included an 

overview of the judicial pro-
cess and standard courtroom 
procedures, as well as a look at 
the laws pertaining to crimes 
like larceny and vandalism. It 
also included mock trials, said 
a participant. 

Johnson indicated that it 
is the right of citizens to view 
court proceedings. 

“Criminal courtrooms are 
open to the public, as well they 
should be,” said the Bronx D.A. 
“We certainly are aware what 
we do is for the entire commu-
nity.”

He added: “The Bronx D.A.’s 
offi ce always welcomes the op-
portunity for people to see the 
pains we go through to repre-
sent victims, punish and/or re-
habilitate the guilty, and pro-
tect the rights of the innocent.”

In the coming weeks, partic-
ipants in Court Watchers will 
be sitting in on targeted hear-
ings and track the progress of 
cases related to their neighbor-
hoods. 

In the past, the watch-
ers were highly visible in the 
courtrooms’ galleries because 
of the distinctive red T-shirts 
they wore. 

For program participant 

Mary Jane Musano, a board 
member of the Waterbury-La-
Salle Community Association 
who took part in the original 
program, this is a chance to 
call attention to what she sees 
as a need for harsher sentences 
like jail time or fi nes for habit-
ual graffi ti offenders. 

It was her association who 
originally advocated for the 
program years ago, said the ac-
tivist. 

“It was borne out of the fact 
that we were frustrated” she 
said, adding that she remem-
bers meeting with an adminis-
trative law judge years ago and 
leaving discouraged that nei-
ther jail time nor fi nes seemed 
to be a court option for repeat 
offenders arrested for graffi ti. 

She believes that it is nec-
essary to hold the judges ac-
countable, and said that for 
graffi ti, regulations that allow 
judges to issue fi nes as a pun-
ishment should be used more 
frequently. 

“If you mess up, you should 
clean up or pay to have it 
cleaned up,” she said. “We are 
going to push for that.”

She said that as in the past, 
the program will focus on 

crimes like graffi ti, and also 
car break-ins and thefts from 
autos.

“If we could get them to pay 
fi nes, that would be a real deter-
rent,” she said of those who are 
convicted of graffi ti making.

District Attorney Robert Johnson 

Senator Klein fi rst launched his 
Courtwatchers program in 2010. 
Now he is teaming up with Bronx 
District Attorney Robert Johnson 
to bring it back. File Photo



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 13-19, 2015 23  BTR

HONOREES: 

Mr. David Almeida ‘69 

Most Reverend Peter Byrne ‘69 

Deacon Donald Quigley ‘63 

Mr. William Dowling - Distinguished Faculty Award 

Mr. Francis Badillo ‘83 - Monsignor Thomas McCormack Award 

Mr. Francis Granito, III - Cardinal Terence Cooke Award 

Dr. Robert Plummer ‘74 - Cardinal Francis Spellman Award 

Mr. John Duffy ‘67 - Cardinal Patrick Hayes Award 

Cardinal Hayes Alumni Association Hall of Fame Dinner 

Saturday, March 21, 2015 

Cocktails 5 pm 

Dinner 6pm 

Marina Del Rey 

1 Marina Drive 

Bronx, New York 10465 

 

For more information, tickets & 
journal ads, contact Maisel Mazier 
( 7 1 8 )  2 9 2 - 6 1 0 0  e x t .  1 0 1  o r 
mmazier@cardinalhayes.org 

Join us for...  

We invite you to join us in our 

lovely Regis Philbin Auditorium 

for the production of   

Damn Yankees!  

Friday, March 27th at 8pm 

Saturday, March 28th at 8pm 

Sunday, March 29th at 2pm 

 

Tickets are $10 and can be purchased in the School 

Office, by calling Mrs. Aquino at (718) 292-6100 ext. 112 

or maquino@cardinalhayes.org 
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Dial 
AgeWell New York

Toll Free: 844.544.8169

AgeWellNewYork.com

Providing you with high  
quality health care coverage. 
Because members matter.

A health resource line for  
seniors living at home. 
Our phone line is open to  
the public for questions on

Wednesday, March 18th 
Dial us Toll Free: 844.544.8169
11:00 am–3:00 pm 
Topic: Coping with Everyday Pain and Stress

�
�
 

Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the 
Charter, notice is hereby given that the Department of Housing Preservation and 
Development ("HPD") of the City of New York ("City") has proposed the sale of the 
following City-owned property (collectively, "Disposition Area") in the Borough of Bronx: 

�

  Address       Block/Lot(s) 
         425-27 East 161 Street             2383/39 (former Lots 37 and 39) 

 

Under the Supportive Housing Loan Program, HPD funds the rehabilitation or new 
construction of buildings which provide supportive housing for the homeless, people with 
special needs, and other persons of low income.  HPD works with the Department of 
Homeless Services, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Human Resources 
Administration’s HIV/AIDS Services Administration, and other public agencies to ensure 
that the completed projects provide social services. 
 

HPD has designated Melrose Commons Supportive Housing Development Fund Compa-
ny, Inc. ("Sponsor") as qualified and eligible to purchase and redevelop the Disposition 
Area under the Supportive Housing Loan Program.  HPD proposes to sell the Disposition 
Area to the Sponsor at the nominal price of One Dollar per tax lot pursuant to Article 16 of 
the General Municipal Law.  The Sponsor will also deliver a note and mortgage for the 
appraised value of the Disposition Area, which will be payable only if the Sponsor violates 
the City's restrictions on the post-sale development, use, occupancy, and operation of the 
property.  The Sponsor will construct a new building on the Disposition Area.  The com-
pleted project will provide 59 units for occupancy by homeless and low income persons, 
plus one unit for a superintendent. 
 
The appraisal and the proposed Land Disposition Agreement and Project Summary are 
available for public examination at the office of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-A4, New 
York, New York on business days during business hours. 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on March 25, 2015 at Second 
Floor Conference Room, 22 Reade Street, Manhattan at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter 
as the matter may be reached on the calendar, at which time and place those wishing to be 
heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed sale of the 
Disposition Area pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 
1802(6)(j) of the Charter. 
 
Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office of 
Contract Services, Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York  
10007, (212) 788-7490, no later than seven (7) business days prior to the public hearing.  
TDD users should call Verizon relay services. 
 

�
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
More snow? Snow problem!
Each winter for the last 

few years, the White Plains 
Road Municipal Parking Field 
has faced a diffi cult challenge 
- plowing and shoveling ac-
cumulated snow from snow-
storms. However, there may 
be a solution to this recurring 
problem.

The half meter, half per-
mit public parking lot located 
on 2071 White Plains Road be-
tween Maran Place and Brady 
Avenue, has struggled with 
snow removal, causing lim-
ited parking and forcing vehi-
cles that would normally park 
in the lot to park or even dou-
ble park on the street, congest-
ing that portion of the White 
Plains Road commercial strip 
that leads to Pelham Parkway 
South.

The dilemma begins just 
after a snow storm, when the 
Department of Transporta-
tion and the Sanitation De-
partment attempt to plow and 
apply salt to the lot. When 
the long-term parking permit 
holders don’t move their vehi-
cles the lot’s snow removal ef-
fort is seriously impacted..

New plan for removing parking lot snow
The 35,000 square foot park-

ing lot that holds 93 spaces, in-
cluding fi ve spaces for people 
with disabilities, may fi nally 
have a solution to this yearly 
winter reoccurrence, how-
ever.

A recent Transportation 
Committee Meeting, which 
took place at Community 
Board 11, 1741 Colden Avenue 
on Monday, March 2, brought 
up the topic after a complain-
ant requested CB11’s support 
to ask the DOT to place fl yers 
on vehicles in the lot to alert 
them of a time when they must 
be removed to allow for a com-
plete snow removal.

This proposed plan will 
aim to keep all of the lot’s 
spaces open 365 days of the 
year.

“It’s bad enough that side 
streets sometimes take weeks 
to get cleared of snow,” said 
Elaine Feder, treasurer for 
the Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association who is a 
longtime resident. She went 
on to explain that the parking 
lot is of high importance to the 
neighborhood.

“There are residents who 
return home late at night 

and can’t fi nd parking on the 
street, so this lot becomes a 
convenient option for them,” 
she said. “Once winter hits, 
these options become less and 
less available.”

The lot has since been 
cleaned from a snowstorm 
that took place on Thursday, 
March 5, that brought in al-
most six inches of snow.

Although discussions from 

the committee meeting led the 
committee to agree that this 
request was not CB11’s respon-
sibility, the board has done its 
part in communicating these 
complaints and put a potential 
plan in motion to avoid future 
snow accumulation occur-
rences in the lot. 

It was later suggested at the 
meeting that the complainant 
call 311 to register his or her 

concerns.
“The DOT has engaged in 

efforts to mediate the snow 
that has gathered at the lot 
in question by applying salt,” 
a DOT spokesperson stated. 
“Complainants are recom-
mended to register their is-
sues with 311.   

Additional reporting con-
tributed by Robert Wirsing.

(l-r) A comparison of the parking lot’s snow accumulation, last week (l) to this week. 
 Steven Goodstein / Community News Group
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1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

Available In Half Trays
and Whole Trays

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

FIND US ON:

Custom Made Hot or Cold 3 - 6 foot Heroes...
All Food Made Fresh On The Premises

Let Us Do The Work For Your Special Occasion!
No Party Too Large!

Appetizers, Sides, Salads, Pastas, Brick Oven Pastas, 
Chicken and Veal Dishes, Eggplant Dishes, Sausage Dish-

es, Seafood Dishes, Desserts...and More...

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
SUNY Maritime’s cam-

pus is now the home of a new 
Veteran’s Center, thanks to a 
hefty donation.

On Tuesday, March 10, 
SUNY Maritime held a rib-
bon cutting ceremony for the 
formal opening of the SUNY 
Maritime College Veteran’s 
Center.

For the ceremony, members 

SUNY Maritime unveils new Veteran’s Center
of the SUNY Maritime Gradu-
ating Class of 1963, including 
Charles DiGiovanni, Ernest 
Hegi, Ray Kadingo, Norman 
Maender, Robert Marshall, 
Joe Maurelli, Paul Narbut, 
Alan Ross, Robert Tambini 
and Len Weinberg helped cut 
the ribbon to celebrate the 
opening of the new facility.

The graduating class was 
joined by a supportive cast 
of more than 100 students, 
faculty, staff, veterans and 
friends.

The brand new on-campus 
center, the former location of a 
campus mailroom, was reno-
vated and improved thanks to 
a $30,500 donation from the ‘63 
class to current president Mi-
chael A. Alfultis.

The result - a brand new 
Veteran’s Center located on 
the ground fl oor of Vender 
Clute Hall under the Mess 
Deck where students and vet-
erans can relax, socialize and 
learn about assistance spe-
cifi c to veterans. The center 
has two banners on its walls - 
one reading ‘Loyalty’ and the 
other one reading ‘Valor’.

Vender Clute Hall, which 
acts as a Student Life building 
for the campus, also includes a 

(No particular order) Members of the SUNY Maritime Graduating Class of 1963, Charles DiGiovanni, Ernest Hegi, 
Ray Kadingo, Norman Maender, Robert Marshall, Joe Maurelli, Paul Narbut, Alan Ross, Robert Tambini and Len 
Weinberg cut the ribbon during the ceremony. Photo courtesy of SUNY Maritime

There were only 
three academic 

degrees available 
at this school 
by the time I 

graduated Marine 
Engineering, 

Marine 
Transportation and 

Nuclear Science
Alan Ross 

Assemblyman

ship store (not a school store!) 
and a study lounge for stu-
dents.

SUNY Maritime’s most re-
cent addition has shown that 
the college has come a long 
way from its founding back in 
1874.

“There were only three aca-
demic degrees available at this 
school by the time I graduated 
- Marine Engineering, Marine 
Transportation and Nuclear 
Science,” recalled Alan Ross 
jokingly, a SUNY Maritime 
graduate of 1963 who majored 

in the latter of the three. “This 
place has changed a lot since 
then, and this Veterans Center 
is great for veterans - because 
it’s a reminder that veteran’s 
physical, mental and social 
needs should be met and pro-
vided.”
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CAREER INFORMATION SEMINARS

SATURDAY,  MAY 2*, 10:30 AM
WEDNESDAY,  MAY 13, 6:30 PM

��������	�
���������
�������	�����������������������������������������!���

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS IN:

Find out about Financial Assistance available**
** depending upon eligibility.

INVEST IN YOURSELF 

For more information, please call Lehman College Continuing Education at
"�#$%&�$#������������'''(�����	(���)
�

� Home Health Aide
���������	�
�����������������
����
� EKG/Phlebotomy, Nurse Technician
� Dental Assistant
� Pharmacy Technician
���������	�����������	�������������
� Alcoholism & Substance Abuse Counseling
������	�������������

� Business Bookkeeping
� Personal Financial Planning
� Small Business/ Entrepreneurship
� IRS Enrolled Agent
� Microsoft Specialist
���������������	���������
� A+ Computer Technician
� Graphics & Web Design

FRIDAY,  MAY 8, 10:30 AM

HEALTH CAREERS INFORMATION SEMINAR 
���+-./��	�+�	
������4����������������5��	��+�	
����

* MEET +79�;<=.�>�?==.�@B?-<;B/��<G5<B��>�@-��=<�+B���COORDINATOR!

LEARN ABOUT HIGH-GROWTH CAREERS
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GET 50% OFF
WHEN YOU

YOUR LOCAL OFFICES:

Pay us half what you paid 
someone else last year

800-HRBLOCK | HRBLOCK.COM

For personal income tax return preparation fees at participating offices. Offer valid for new clients only. A new client is 
an individual who did not use H&R Block office services to prepare his or her 2013 tax return. Valid receipt for 2013 
tax preparation fees from tax preparer other than H&R Block must be presented prior to completion of initial tax office 
interview. Subject to $75 minimum charge. May not be combined with other offers. No cash value. Offer period: Feb. 
15-March 15, 2015. OBTP#B13696 © 2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

Se Habla Espanol

SWITCH TO BLOCK.

Pay us half what yo
som one el eROOF

BLOCK | HRBLOCK.COM

reparation fees at participating offices. Offer valid for new clients on
R Block office services to prepare his or her 2013 tax return. Valid r

b t d i t

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A new organization for lo-

cal educators seeks to make 
connections among those with 
common heritage.

The Albanian American 
Educators Association was re-
cently founded by local educa-
tor, Jacqueline Kapaj-Vieira.

“I thought it would be nice 
to try to form a community 
where we can come together, 
share information, network 
and celebrate our heritage,” 
said Kapaj-Vieira.

The goal is to establish a 
professional network for Alba-
nian-American educators to 
share educational knowledge, 
help students achieve success, 
and work together to create 
an environment for profes-
sional and social support, said 
Kapaj-Vieira. They plan to  do 
this through hosting various 
meetings as well as a variety 
of events, and workshops for 
members.

The group is open to educa-
tors of all types—teachers, ad-
ministrators, guidance coun-
selors and professors, among 
others—working in all levels 
of education.

“It’s just a forum to bring us 
all together,” Kapaj-Vieira, an 

Albanian-American educators start forum
assistant principal at the Ford-
ham Leadership Academy for 
Business and Technology.

When she fi rst started 
teaching 28 years ago, Kapaj-
Vieira found there were very 
few other Albanian educa-
tors. But over the years, she’s 
encountered more and more 
in the fi eld, and she wanted 
to provide an opportunity for 
them to come together.

“It’s long over due,” she 
said.

There are already other 
ethnic educator groups in the 
area, Kapaj-Vieira noted, the 
most prominent being the Fo-
rum of Italian American Edu-
cators.

The initial enthusiasm Ka-
paj-Vieira received about the 
organization shows a need for 
the forum, she said. More than 
20 people showed up to the 
group’s fi rst meeting in late 
February, and others have ex-
pressed interest.

A small group of volun-
teers are beginning to craft a 
vision and mission statement 
for the group, and they will 
soon take steps to establish 
a fully-fl edged organization, 
said Kapaj-Vieira.

“Right now we’re in the 

planning stages,” she said.
And although it’s still early, 

the current members are very 

excited about the potential for 
the group to grow.

“We hope that we can cre-

ate an organization that will 
sustain itself for many years 
to come,” she said.

The Albanian American Educators Association hosted their fi rst meeting at the United Federation of Teachers 
Bronx headquarters on February 26. Photo courtesy of Jacqueline Kapaj-Vieira
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Increased Taxes and Costs + Rent Freeze = Landlords Cannot Repair, 
Improve, Maintain and Preserve Affordable Housing

The de Blasio affordable housing policy hurts poor 
and middle-income families, those most in need of  

affordable housing – as well as landlords of  rent-stabilized 
apartments, the largest providers of  affordable housing.

It’s Time for
New Solutions to 
an Old Problem.

The de Blasio Affordable 
Housing Equation Just 

Doesn’t Add Up.

www.RSANYC.net

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Affordable Housing Policy:
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Students at the Bronx Writ-

ing Academy are getting early 
exposure to STEM careers 
through an innovative after-
school program.

The middle school students 
recently started a series of ap-
prenticeships in science, tech-
nology, engineering and math-
ematics through the nonprofi t 
education organization Citi-
zen Schools.

The students are learning 
about robotics, coding, foren-
sic science, personal fi nance, 
and other applicable skills 
from industry professionals 
through a semester-long after-
school course. They have the 
opportunity to take two, once 
a week apprenticeships in the 
topics of their choice.

The apprenticeship pro-
gram is about getting low-in-
come students to meet profes-
sionals in fi elds they wouldn’t 
otherwise have access to, said 
executive director of Citizen 
Schools New York-New Jer-
sey Kathrine Mott, giving 
them the knowledge to know 
if they’d like to purse that ca-
reer.

“It’s hard to envision your-
self as an engineer if you’ve 

Citizen Schools exposes students to STEM careers

never met one,” said Ma-
ria Vosberg, a deputy direc-
tor of development at Citizen 
Schools.

The program at the Bronx 
Writing Academy has been 
successful at getting kids more 
engaged both after school and 
during their earlier lessons, 
said principal Kamar Samu-
els.

“I think in large part, a lot 
of our kids lack inspiration,” 
said Samuels. “You can’t deal 
with the achievement gap 
without dealing with the in-
spiration gap.”

Students need to have an 
end goal in order to want to 

push through school, said 
Samuels, and the majority of 
his kids don’t have that.

“No kid loves to sit down 
and take a standardize test,” 
he said.

The apprenticeships help 
his students make the con-
nection between school and 
future careers, said Samuels, 
and provides them with role 
models to emulate.

Citizen Schools has duel 
goals of equipping students 
with the knowledge they need 
to succeed in college and ca-
reers, as well as equipping 
them with the belief that those 
careers are achievable. Expos-

ing students to STEM careers 
early on gives them avenues to 
a growing number of well-paid 
jobs in those fi elds, said Mott.

“It’s an opportunity for our 
students to pursue great mid-
dle class jobs,” she said.

And creating opportunity 
is what Citizen Schools is all 
about. The apprenticeships 
they run at their partner 
schools are just part of their 
Extended Learning Time 
model, where students get an 
extra three hours of learning 
time each day.

By the time they get to 
middle school, middle and 
upper-class students have re-

ceived thousands more hours 
of learning time than their 
lower-class counterparts 
through after-school and sum-
mer activities, said Mott.

“Student success is related 
to the opportunities they have 
after school,” she said. “We’re 
evening the playing fi eld for 
students.”

In addition to the appren-
ticeships, Citizen Schools pro-
vides after-school program-
ming that is an extension of 
classroom lessons.

The majority of Citizen 
School’s teaching staff are 
AmeriCorps fellows, who were 
recently recognized during 
national AmeriCorps week.

“We are especially proud of 
the work our teaching fellows 
do in our school and commu-
nities,” said Mott

Citizen Schools was 
founded in Boston 20 years ago, 
and expanded to New York in 
2008. Over the years, they’ve 
seen success in the number of 
students who go on to college, 
said Mott, and they’re com-
mitted to continuing to facili-
tate student achievement.

“We’re very much focused 
on closing the opportunity 
gap,” said Mott.

Students from Bronx Writing Academy give a presentation to industry professionals at the end of their Citizen 
Schools apprenticeship. Photo by Catherine Taylor, coutesy of Citizen Schools
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Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

WINTER SPECIAL

$500
OFF

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A curriculum promoting 

exercise and healthy eating 
has made its way into after 
school programs across the 
Bronx and NYC.

NYJTL, also known as 
the New York Junior Tennis 
League, has partnered with 
EmblemHealth to launch a 
Health Living curriculum at 
18 different city schools, in-
cluding four in the Bronx and 
84 program locations citywide, 
to help elementary and middle 
school students become more 
physically active and make 
healthier nutritional choices 
as a part of Mayor de Blasio’s 
$190 million campaign for af-
ter-school services during the 
school year.

Students involved in these 
after school curricular activi-
ties, offered through NYJTL’s 
Aces Clubs, take part in three 
workshops - playing tennis, 
learning about healthy eat-
ing in a classroom setting and 
practicing healthy eating. 

In addition, the students 

NYJTL, EmblemHealth 
collaborate for health

are given Bodega Buddy clip 
cards, which helps them de-
cide on a healthy afternoon 
snack by looking at the serv-
ing size, amount per serving, 
calories and fat on the nutri-
tion facts chart. 

Parents are given a family 
guide, which provides infor-
mation on how to shop healthy 
for the family.

“We consider ourselves re-
sponsible of the health and 
overall wellness of New York-
ers, said David Flemister, Em-
blemHealth’s director of com-
munity marketing, a company 
that has collaborated with 
NYJTL for 20 years. “Since 
we also see ourselves as offi -
cial sponsors to living health-
ier, it is our jobs to do our part 
- by providing tools and re-
sources to New York residents 
so they can have healthy food 
choices available to them and 
a more positive outcome can 
be reached.”

“This curriculum, which 
combines tennis with a big 
emphasis on learning, has 

given students, as well as their 
parents and families, access 
to information on how to buy 
and cook healthier food food 
options while keeping them 
physically active,” said Jes-
sica Bailey, senior director of 
education for NYJTL. “This 
information, including the 
family guide, shopping and 
recipe cards and the Bodega 
Buddy clip cards will further 
educate students’ families as a 
whole.”  

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, more than one third 
of children and adolescents 
from New York were over-
weight or obese in 2008. Obe-
sity in children ages six to 11 
has more than tripled in the 
last three decades, rising from 
7 percent in 1980 to nearly 20 
percent in 2008.

With this after school addi-
tion, which meets three hours 
each week day after school, 
students are now learning 
how to get and stay fi t.

“These activities give us 

the perfect balance of exer-
cise and nutrition that we 
need throughout the course 
of a day,” said Sachelle Flores, 
elementary school student at 
P.S. 146. “When we’re play-
ing tennis in the gym, we’re 
learning how to hit forehand 
and backhand, while learning 
how to be an important part of 
a team. Combined with learn-
ing about how to eat healthier, 
this program is an excellent 
way to stay both active and 
healthy.”

Students at P.S. 146, one 
of the four Bronx schools in-
volved in this curriculum 

along with P.S. 58, C.S. 92 and 
P.S. 100, have had the oppor-
tunity to practice their tennis 
skills with coach Jeff Carter, 
as well as learn about health 
food choices in an active and 
fun classroom environment 
from energetic NYJTL nutri-
tion specialist Sean Butler.

“These children are the 
future - the earlier we con-
nect them with ways to eat 
healthy and exercise, the bet-
ter chance they will have at 
avoiding obesity,” said Butler, 
who is originally from Ford-
ham and joined NYJTL as a 
group leader in 2009.

P.S. 146 students Madyson Scott (l) and Sachelle Flores pose with their 
rackets before taking their skills to the tennis court. 
 Photo courtesy of NYJTL
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Soup
Leek & Potato 

Cream of Turnip
French Onion

Appetizers
Crab Cakes

Loaded Potato Skins
Irish Nachos

Shrimp Cocktail

Entrees
Entrees are served with a Soup of the Day or Salad

Corned Beef & Cabbage with Potato

Sizzling Rib Eye Steak 
with Scallion Mash & Vegetable

Dublin Fish & Chips
Shepherd’s Pie

Liver, Bacon, Sautéed Onion & Vegetable
Baby Lamb Chops with Vegetable

to the Throggs Neck Benevolent Association on 
Celebrating their 17th Year and to all the Honorees

Inquire
about our

Delicious Desserts 
& Irish Coffee

St. Patrick’s
Day Menu

LIVE

MUSIC

SUNDAY

STARTING AT

2PM

Come And

Enjoy A Pint

Of Guinness
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

 City Councilman James Vacca, 
joined by Councilman Mark Trey-
ger, introduced a resolution call-
ing for the state legislature to in-
clude a $500 tax rebate for New 
York City homeowners, co-ops and 
condo owners in this year’s bud-
get. The bill would reprise a simi-
lar property tax rebate program 
terminated in 2009 because of the 
economic recession.

The Department of Finance has 
increased assessments for NYC 
properties every year since 2005. 
While the rate of taxation has not 
changed, the increased assess-
ments trigger a higher tax. Accord-
ing to the city’s estimates, values 
on class 1 properties — primarily 
one, two and three family homes — 
rose by 7 percent this year. More-
over, condo and cooperatives’ mar-
ket values increased by 11 percent.

Independent assessments of 
the Mayor’s offi ce budget predict 

District Attorney Robert T. John-

son announced the hiring of four new 
assistant district attorneys.

 The new ADAs began a one-week 
training program Monday, March 2, , 
under the supervision of Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Cari E. Ferreiro, Chief of 
Litigation Training. The intensive pro-
gram combines courtroom observation 
with lectures in criminal court prac-
tice.

 The following is a list of the new As-
sistants and their law schools:

 Darcel Calixte, Touro College - 
Fuchsberg; Antigone Curis, Quinnip-
iac College School of Law; Matthew C. 
DeSaro, Brooklyn Law School; and Erin 
M. Ross, Hofstra University School of 
Law.

* * *

Union Community Health Cen-

ter has started a weekly support group 
to help Spanish-speaking women in the 
community develop the skills neces-
sary to cope with the symptoms of de-
pression and anxiety.   There is no cost 
to participate.

The support group is facilitated by 
Diane Andujar, a behavioral health so-
cial worker.  The group meets every 
Thursday through April 2 from 10 to 11 
a.m. on the 3rd fl oor at 260 East 188th.  
For more information call (718) 960-8136 
or (718)960-3425.

* * *

There’s still time to make good on 
your New Year resolution to get health-
ier and fi t.   Bronx House makes it easy 
with a Health & Fitness Fair on Satur-
day, March 21, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Start with a tour of the fi tness cen-
ter and its new state-of-the-art car-
dio and strength training equipment, 
from treadmills and step mills to chest 
and ab machines.  Then meet sleep ex-
perts from isleep who will offer a per-
sonalized sleep analysis and help you 
determine if you’re getting enough z’s 
for optimum health. While taste test-
ing sample health foods and products 
along your journey, take a stroll on over 
to its specialty chiropractor who is giv-
ing free spinal screenings and let him 
straighten you out.

Chefs from its ongoing series “The 
Bronx is Cooking,” a program spon-
sored by the We Are the Bronx Fellow-
ship, will also be on hand to offer tasty 
and healthy recipes to try at home and 
to sample at the event.

If you want to sweat, try the dem-
onstration aerobics, Zumba, and yoga 
classes.  Plus, be entertained by the 
exciting Jam-Skate performers.  Door 
prizes, giveaways, and information and 
tips on healthy living will also be avail-
able.

The Health & Fitness Fair takes 
place at Bronx House, 990 Pelham Park-

way South and is free and open to all 
ages, Bronx House members, and the 
community.

For more information, visit www.
bronxhouse.org.

* * *

The Pelham Parkway-Van Next Li-

brary, 2147 Barnes Avenue, will present 
the following events: The Art of Mime - 
A demonstration of short mime acts, fol-
lowed by interactive mime pieces cre-
ated with the audience!. For children of 
all ages. Tuesday, March 10 at 3:30 p.m.; 
Teaching Children About Money: Raise 
a Financially Savvy Child - Learn how 
to teach your children money manage-
ment skills. For parents of children of 
all ages. Wednesday, March 25 at 2 p.m.; 
Magic Tricks and the History of Decep-
tion - A jaw-dropping magic show, com-
plete with scientifi c explanations of all 
the tricks. For teens. Tuesday, March 
31 at 3:30 p.m; Homework Help - Our vol-
unteer homework helpers will continue 
to be available for students in grades 
1-7 twice a week. Pre-registration is re-
quired. Every Monday and Wednesday 
at 3:30 p.m.; Free Tax Preparation - Ap-
pointments are still available for March 
30, April 6, and April 13. To make an ap-
pointment, call the library at (718) 829-
5864, or stop by.

More information can be found at 
website:   http://www.nypl.org/loca-
tions/pelham-parkway-van-nest.

* * *

Houlihan-Parnes Realtors, 

LLC announces the refi nancing of a 
$4,774,000 fi rst mortgage on the 12,000 
s/f one-story retail building located at 
4174 White Plains Road. The fi ve-year, 
non-recourse loan has a fi xed rate of 
3.75% with a 30-year amortization sched-
ule. The loan, closed with a local bank, 
is prepayable throughout the term on a 
declining scale and the Borrower has 
an option to extend the loan for an ad-
ditional fi ve years. The Borrower was 
represented in the transaction by Eliza-
beth Smith of Goldberg Weprin Finkel 
Goldstein LLP.

* * *

In the State University of New York 
Computer Literacy class you will re-
ceive instruction in Word, PowerPoint 
and Excel 2010. This class usually costs 
$3,000, and is being offered at no cost (if 
qualifi ed).

Stop by to inquire about the High 
School Equivalency Prep and computer-
based Pre-certifi cations: Home Health 
Aide, Can, Security, Building Mainte-
nance, QuickBooks and Customer Ser-
vice. All services are free for those who 
qualify and they are offered during the 
day and evening. SUNY North Bronx 

Outreach Center is located at 2901 
White Plains Road.

For information call (718) 547-1001.

New assistant district attorneys

a promising fi scal outlook for the 
City. According to the NYC Comp-
troller’s offi ce and the Independent 
Budget Offi ce, the city will experi-
ence a budget surplus of $1 to $4 bil-
lion dollars.

Vacca’s legislation would re-
coup some of the surplus money for 
middle-class families and senior 
citizens with homes.

“Every year, residents have seen 
their higher property assessments 
trigger an increase in taxes,” said 
Vacca. “The soaring cost-of-living 
in New York City is hurting the 
middle class and senior citizens. 
What I’m trying to do is provide 
relief, not just to the homeowners, 
but to tenants as small property 
owners often have no choice but to 
pass along part of the tax increase 
to renters when they see the extent 
of real estate tax increases and wa-
ter rate hikes.”

Vacca calls for $500 
homeowner tax rebate

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
 CALL (718) 260-4593
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A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

Congratulations to TNBA on the 17th Saint Patrick’s Parade 

& to the Grand & Honorary Grand Marshalls

SUNDAY, MARCH 15TH 

THROGGS NECK
SAINT PATRICK’S DAY PARADE

Serving traditional Irish breakfast from 10am til noon
Parade kicks off at 12 noon

After the parade serving Irish food specialties all day
5pm enjoy the sounds of Mr. Catskills

Peter Mc Kiernan singing all your favorite Irish tunes

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY 
WEEKEND LINEUP

TUESDAY, MARCH 17TH

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY
Serving Irish food specialties all day
Stop by and enjoy a pint of Guinness

Cead mile failte to the clipper!!!!!
La fheile padraig sona daoibh!!!

(Happy Saint Patrick’s Day!!)

Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

PAT MCGUIRE!!!
THURSDAY MARCH 19th

JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF GREAT MUSIC!!
INCLUDING “YOU’RE SO BEAUTIFUL”Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 13-19, 201536    BTR

Snow once again cloaked the borough on Thursday, March 5, in what many residents hope is the last storm 
of the season. Younger Bronxites took the opportunity to sneak some sledding in over the weekend, just 
before the warmer weather rolled in.

Snowstorm hits Bronx

Lehman College students brave the storm to get to class on Thursday, March 5. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(Above) Joshua Vasquez speeds 
down the hill near Waters Place 
on Friday afternoon. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Dillon Macintosh (l) and Laila 
Springer take a break at the bot-
tom of the hill. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Nia McCord gets ready for a snowball fi ght. Photo by Laura Stone

(insert) Aiden Mitchell, 4, was having a great time sledding in Veterans Memorial 
Park on Sunday afternoon. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Creative fi nancing pays for college
D

oes the cost of higher education 
scare you? If so, you’re not alone. 
College tuition prices have sky-
rocketed. Over the past 30 years 

average tuition and fees at public 
four-year institutions rose by 225 per-
cent, according to The College Board. 
Factor in room and board, books and 
living expenses, and it’s becoming in-
creasingly difficult to afford the hefty 
price tag of higher education.

For many, applying for scholarships 
is essential. Valuable scholarship dol-
lars are available to any and all kinds 
of students - artists, athletes, writers, 
mathletes and more. With a little dig-
ging you can find the perfect opportu-
nities for you and your talents. 

Here are five unique scholarships 
examples:

• Stuck at Prom Scholarship Con-
test

Students who enjoy art and fashion 
design, or just happen to be duct tape 
enthusiasts, should enter the annual 
Duck brand Stuck at Prom Scholar-
ship Contest. 

With more than $50,000 in scholar-
ship prizes up for grabs, this one-of-
a-kind opportunity emphasizes origi-
nality and imagination by challenging 
students to create their own unique 

Duck Tape prom wear. 
Duck brand has a history of “stick-

ing” by students, awarding more than 
$300,000 in scholarships over the last 
15 years.

The contest is open to high school 
students in the United States and Can-
ada attending prom in 2015. For more 
details and full contest rules visit 
StuckatProm.com.

• Common Knowledge Scholarship 
Foundation, Inc. Scholarship 

Trivia talent and knowledge of ran-
dom facts have probably always im-
pressed friends, but now those skills 
may finally “pay” off — college costs, 
that is. Students (and parents, too) can 
simply register for one of the Com-
mon Knowledge Scholarship Founda-
tion, Inc. online scholarship quizzes. 
Throughout the year, the foundation 
offers quizzes that test general knowl-
edge across a variety of subjects - mu-
sic, books, movies, etc. - with prize 
amounts ranging from $250-$2,500.

These scholarships are available 
to high school, undergraduate and 
graduate students in the United States. 
Visit cksf.org for full details and how 
to register.

• Tall Clubs International scholar-
ship

It’s a “tall task” to enter this schol-
arship. In fact, that’s it - you just have 
to be tall. The Tall Clubs International 
Scholarship is available to students 
of above-average height, who plan to 
start college in the fall. Tall Clubs In-
ternational identifies “above-average 
height” as at least 5 feet 10 inches tall 
for women and at least 6 feet 2 inches 
tall for men. Those of elevated stature 
could win a $1,000 prize.

To apply, contact the local TCI 
Member Club to request sponsorship 
or visit www.tall.org.

• Create-a-Greeting-Card Scholar-
ship

Have you ever searched for the per-
fect holiday or birthday card only to 
be left unsatisfied in the greeting card 
aisle? Now students with a knack for 
finding the perfect words or design can 
capture the moment, while also creat-
ing the opportunity to win a $10,000 
prize. The annual Create-A-Greeting-
Card Scholarship from The Gallery 
Collection not only offers funds to the 
winner, but the art photo or graphic 
design piece will also be produced and 
sold as a real greeting card.

Greeting card designs must be ap-
propriate for business and consumer 
use. Visit www.gallerycollection.com 

for more information.
• Vegetarian Resource Group schol-

arships
If you’re passionate about the food 

you eat, you’re already winning with 
a healthy body and now you could win 
scholarship dollars, as well.

Every year, the Vegetarian Re-
source Group awards $20,000 in schol-
arships to students who are active in 
promoting vegetarianism in school 
or the community. If you can demon-
strate a strong commitment to being a 
vegetarian and to making the world a 
better place through diet and lifestyle, 
this scholarship is for you. The appli-
cation requires an essay that address-
es various challenges and successes 
experienced as a vegetarian.

The group offers a $10,000 schol-
arship as the top prize, and two addi-
tional $5,000 scholarships. Application 
details can be found at www.vrg.org.

Ready to get creative with your col-
lege costs? All these original scholar-
ships, and more can be found on re-
source sites, such as Fastweb.com

If you meet the requirements, it 
can’t hurt to apply. 

Just remember, any scholarship 
helps reduce college costs in the long 
run and every little bit helps.
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Adults of any age seeking to 
acquire the skills and knowl-
edge they need to get hired by 
the fastest-growing industries 
in the Bronx need look no 
further than the Bronx Com-
munity College Division of 
Workforce Development and 
Continuing Education.  Each 
year approximately 1,000 stu-
dents pursue vocations from 
Information Technology to 
Culinary Arts and Hospital-
ity, taught by professionals 
who have succeeded in their 
fields and are passionate about 
opening up new career oppor-
tunities for their students.

With the 2015 semester be-
gun in February, the school 
offers an array of 130 courses 
including 23 focused on the 
two highest-employing indus-
tries in the Bronx – Health-
care and Building Trades.   In 
all classes, teachers prepare 
students to tackle the chal-
lenges in their fields today 
while adapting to the market-
place needs of the future. 

This pays off for student 
and their families. As BCC 
Interim President Eduardo 
J. Marti, Ph.D., said, “There 
is no better time than now to 
transform your life and the 
lives of your loved ones by 
acquiring the skills that can 
help you get ahead.”

One fast-growing business 
is Health Information Tech-
nology (HIT), which uses data 
to improve the efficiency of 
health care organizations and 
the quality in patient care.   
This interests a variety of stu-
dents, from nurses and health 
care practitioners interested 
in understanding how the pa-
tient data is used, to technol-
ogy experts who want to know 
how their knowledge of data 
can work in health care. 

One of the teachers in HIT 
is Mia McCroskey, a software 
designer who specializes in 
the use of data to achieve bet-
ter results for health care 
providers and patients.  Her 
class teaches students project 
management, coding and data 
mining. It also shows how 
these skills are used at the 
Bronx RHIO (Regional Health 
Information Organization), 
which runs a data exchange 
that makes critical patient in-

formation available to hospi-
tals, visiting nurse organiza-
tions and clinics.  

Jovan Francis, a former 
student in McCroskey’s class 
and now a supporting instruc-
tor, has worked at the Bronx 
RHIO since 2012, the same 
year he took the course.  

Together, they show stu-
dents how well-documented 
and organized data is making 
a big difference in anticipat-
ing health risks that patients 
face and preventing illness.  
For example, it can help hospi-
tals pinpoint patients who are 
at risk for relapse and treat 
them so that they don’t return 
to the hospital.  Not only does 
this benefit the patient, but is 
also helps hospitals become 
more efficient and frees up re-
sources for other patients.

“By teaching students how 
to ask the right questions to 
get the data they need, we help 
them solve healthcare prob-

lems,” McCroskey said. 
Their collaborative work 

with students also helps them 
test and discover ideas that 
can be used in real life. “The 
classroom is a living labora-
tory,” Francis said.  

Building Trades – includ-
ing electricity, plumbing, con-
struction and the new HVAC 
course – is another concentra-
tion of courses that prepare 
students for high-demand, 
well-paying jobs.  Teaching 
all these courses with tire-
less dedication is Robert Ed-
wards, a retired contractor of 
20 years.

Edwards knows that these 
courses need to be learned 
hands-on.  His construction 
class students literally build 
a room and dismantle it as a 
classroom project.   For HVAC 
he brought in a water boiler 
that was sawed in half so 
his students could see how it 
worked, and a special refriger-

ator that fit onto a table so they 
could practice repairing it.  
For plumbing the classroom 
has sinks and toilets with run-
ning water. 

These courses carry with 
them NCCER (The National 
Center for Construction Edu-
cation and Research) certifi-
cates, helping students get the 
assistant positions and hours 
that lead to licenses.  

Juan Baez-Hernandez is 
a recently-minted certificate 
holder from the electricity 
program.  An 18 year-old grad-
uate of Lincoln High School 
in Yonkers, he and his family 
had moved to the Bronx from 
the Dominican Republic years 
earlier. He was exposed to the 
trade through his father; and 
now the class has given him “a 
head start” on his career and 
the confidence to go out and 
get a job.  He wants to be a role 
model for his eleven-year-old 
younger brother. 

Edwards serves as a men-
tor to Baez-Hernandez and 
other students, offering ideas 
on where to pursue job op-
portunities.  This interest in 
his students’ success started 
early at BCC as part of Project 
H.I.R.E (Help in Reentering 
Employment) where he taught 
building trade skills to those 
who had been released from 
incarceration.   The program 
ran for four years in 20-week 
segments, Edwards recalled, 
“We taught them how to build 
an apartment – from framing, 
sheet rock, plumbing, electric-
ity, heating.”

Inspiring new beginnings 
and contributing to a better 
workforce, BCC’s Division of 
Workforce Development and 
Continuing Education pre-
pares Bronx citizens for a 
brighter future.  

For more information, see 
http://www.bcc.cuny.edu/con-
tinuing-education/

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Bronx Community College:   
Inspiring Students, Building Careers
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2155 University Avenue, Bronx, NY 10453 | 718.289.5100 | www.bcc.cuny.edu

Get the skills you need to succeed in solar energy, computer 
technology, construction, healthcare and other fields that 
can boost your earning power either at-home or abroad.

Bronx Community College’s division of Workforce Development and Continue Education has 
more than 60 certificate and non-certificate programs to choose from. 

Flexible class schedules.         Convenient location.        Instructors who are experts in their field. 

To learn more, contact BCC at 718. 289.5170.
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New York Botanical Garden volunteers Donald Holway (l), Casey Barrett, Nicholas Erickson, Chrys Napolitano, 
Jamie Feliberty and Jessica Wu urge New Yorkers to participate in the NYC Sanitation Department Compost 
Program. Photo by Silvio Pacifi cio

On Saturday, February 28, the 21st annual Bronx Parks Speak Up was held inside Lehman College. The event 
saw many parks, agricultural, and environmental groups advocating for their organizations, discussing oppor-
tunities to collaborate and advance their goals, and to encourage Bronxites to take advantage of their local 
parkland and waterfront resources.

21ST ANNUAL PARKS SPEAK UP

The Primavera Program, an italian language program supported by Senator Jeff Klein, held its graduation at St. Benedict’s School on Saturday, February 28. The graduation was attended 
by Senator Klein, Congressman Joseph Crowley and Councilman James Vacca, among others. Klein was presented a plaque for his support of the program.

The students of the Primavera Program display their graduation certifi cates. Photo by Patricio Robayo

(l-r) Senator Serrano and Congressman Serrano present Shuffl er with a 
proclamation at the event. Photo courtesy of Congressman Serrano’s offi ce

Congressman Jose E. Serrano and Senator Jose M. Serrano, hosted their 
annual celebration of African-American History Month on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary, 24. The ceremony, held at the Bronx Museum of the Arts, honored 
Mary Coleman of Stella and Charles Guttman Community College; Mar-
garette Purvis, the president of The Food Bank for New York City; David 
Shuffl er, Youth Ministries for Peace and Justice’s executive director and 
Kenneth  Knuckles, president of Upper Manhattan Empowerment Zone.

SERRANOS CELEBRATE
BLACK HISTORY

Bronx Women United hosted a coffee roundtable 
on Wednesday, February 25 at the Westchester 
Square Business Improvement Development of-
fi ce. The group met to discuss issues affecting 
them in the Bronx.  Bronx Women United includes 
president Monice Major, director of Education 
and Youth for the borough president’s offi ce and 
vice-president Lisa Sorin, executive director of 
the BID.

BRONX WOMEN
HOST ROUNDTABLE

DISCUSSION

PRIMAVERA PROGRAM HOLDS GRADUATION
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

$14.95

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
SUN-THURS 10

PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT:

WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

The Wicked Wolf

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.

03.16.14 03.16.14

Special Irish Menu
ALL DAY

We Now Have 
Parking In Our New 
Lot!  In The Service 

Station On The 
Corner Of 

Gerber and
East Tremont

Come Celebrate 

The Throggs Neck
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

On Sunday, March 15th
Under Our Big Top Tent... In Our Parking Lot!

We Will Have Live Music Inside And Outside Of The Wolf....
MUSIC ALL DAY

“The Narrow Backs”
& Ireland “The Band”

03.15.15 03.15.15
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Councilman Andrew Cohen (l) with police offi cer Jerry Landron (back), and Precinct 52 
Explorers organizers Eermehnda Dushaj, Joe Toro, Chris Toro, Antonio Landron, Jennifer 
Landron and Nanichad Moregron. Photo by Miriam Quin

On Saturday, March 7, the Bedford Moshulu Community Association held a fl ea market inside 
St. Mary’s Orthodox Church where shoppers came in droves looking for great deals.

BEDFORD MOSHULU FLEA MARKET

These Our Treasures, Inc. hosted a Read Across America event for their students at 2778 
Bruckner Boulevard on Friday, March 6. The event, which is celebrated nationally to promote 
literacy, was also held to honor Dr. Seuss, who’s birthday was earlier in the week on Monday, 
March 2.

TOTS PROMOTES LITERACY

Principal Meryl Kantrowitz and special educator Barbara Brewer read to students Sam, Ol-
ivia and Matthew at the TOTS ‘Read Across America’ event. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Principal Meryl Kantrowitz reads to student Matthew at the TOTS ‘Read Across America’ 
event. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Tuesday, March 3, an interdenominational ceremony was conducted by the 161st Street 
BID in front of Yankee Stadium in which prayers of peace, justice, and encouragement for 
Pope Francis to hold Mass at Yankee Stadium during his September stateside visit were 
offered. Several dozen pre-k students participated in the event alongside members of the 
New York City clergy.

‘PRAY-IN’ FOR POPE FRANCIS VISIT

(Above) (l-r) Charles Cooper, chairman of the African-American Advisory Council; Archbish-
op Angelo Rosario of The Church of God’s Children and member of the Bronx Clergy Task 
Force; Reverend Frederick Crawford, pastor of the Union Grove Missionary Baptist Church; 
Jacob Trivino, 161st Street BID; and Dr. Gary Goodman, president and executive director 161st 
Street BID. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

    The Sports and Arts in Schools Foundation hosted its annual step competition, titled 
‘Break the Floor’ at New Explorers High School on Saturday, March 7. For the event, teams 
from 21 city schools competed against each other in beginner and advanced levels of step-
ping. The event was emceed by actor Edvin Ortega.

SASF PROMOTES STEP COMPETITION

M.S. 242 ‘Fierce Hall’ from the Bronx performed at the annual ‘Break the Floor’ step competi-
tion. Photo by Patricio Robayo

Pre-kindergartner Samantha Triano shows 
off her talent as a runway. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Delilah Mahoney and Silvestro Castaldo were 
ready for the runway. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Villa Maria Academy hosted their 6th annual fashion show fundraiser on Saturday, March 
7. The students and teachers exuded the night’s theme of ‘Hollywood Glitz and Glamor’ as 
they walked the runway.

VILLA MARIA HOSTS FASHION SHOW
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100thHAPPY BIRTHDAY

“NANI”
FEBRUARY 15, 2015

Love
Louise, Jack
Christopher

We Are Blessed
Jim, Anna

Jimmy, Mikey

Best Wishes
Frank, Carol

Amanda, Mark
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Cardinal Spellman High School 
announces the recipients of the John 
F. Ward ’66 Vietnam Veteran Patriot 
Award for 2015. The $5,000 annual 
scholarship, divided among four se-
niors this year and based on an es-
say competition, DUTY: God, Honor 
and Country, has been awarded to 
Alejandro Martinez, Keyla Payano, 
Nicolas Rai and Salma Urbina. The 
scholarship has been made possible 
from a generous donor in memory of 
his friend, P.F.C. John F. Ward. Af-
ter graduating from Cardinal Spell-
man in 1966, John Francis Ward at-
tended basic training at Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina and was designated ‘11 
Bravo 40’ light weapons infantry. He 
then completed Advanced Individual 
Training in infantry tactics and ad-
vanced weaponry, and arrived in Viet-
nam in early July 1969. P.F.C. Ward 
was killed during nighttime combat 
operations in Vietnam on October 6th 
of that same year, 25 days before his 

Spellman announces John F. 
Ward Scholarship winners

21st birthday. 
The four winners of this year’s 

award have been involved in many 
sports, clubs, and activities during 
their high school careers, in addi-
tion to achieving excellent academic 
records. Alejandro Martinez lives in 
Morris Park and graduated from St. 
Francis Xavier Elementary School. 
At Spellman he has received honors 
all four years, has played on the soc-
cer, basketball, volleyball and baseball 
teams, run track, and is a member of 
the German Club, Hellenic Club, and 
Young Republicans. Alejandro plans 
to serve his country by entering the 
Marines after graduation from Spell-
man. Keyla Payano, from the Kings-
bridge section of the Bronx, attended 
St. John’s Elementary School. She has 
received fi rst honors each year, and is 
a member of the National Honor Soci-
ety, Service Society, and Student Gov-
ernment. Keyla also competed in the 
Shakespeare and Drama Monologue 

competitions during her junior year. 
Her future studies will be in biology 
or pre-med at Cornell or St. John’s Uni-
versity. Nicolas Rai comes from the 
Bainbridge Avenue area, and gradu-
ated from St. Brendan’s Elementary 
School. He has received fi rst honors 
all four years, and played on the foot-
ball and lacrosse teams. Nicolas is also 
a member of the Model U.N. club and 
the STARS mentoring program. For 
college, he plans to major in mechan-

ical engineering at either Manhat-
tan, Fordham or Columbia. Salma Ur-
bina lives in Highbridge, and attended 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Elemen-
tary School. She plays lacrosse, and 
has participated in the Gospel Sensa-
tions, Service Society, and the tutor-
ing program Students Helping Stu-
dents. Salma wants to pursue a career 
in medicine, and hopes to attend Pace 
University in the fall.

(L-r) Nicolas Rai, Salma Urbina, Keyla Payano, and Alejandro Martinez.

The fi fth annual St. Raymond Par-
ish Art Show will be held on Sunday, 
March 22, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
in St. Raymond Elementary School’s 
gymnasium, located at 2380 East 
Tremont Avenue.  Artwork in a vari-
ety of media, including pencil, pen and 
ink, painting, sculpture and more, by 
students from all three parish schools 
— St. Raymond Elementary, Saint 
Raymond Academy for Girls and St. 
Raymond High School for Boys — will 
be exhibited. More than 1,000 pieces 
of artwork created by students in Pre-
K through 12th Grade will be on dis-
play. In addition to the exhibit, there 
will be an Activity Station with color-
ing, drawing and face painting; Cup-
cake Decorating; music by St. Ray-
mond students; and refreshments. 
The St. Raymond Parish Art Show is 
free and open to the public. For addi-
tional information, call Christina De-
Crescenzo at 718-824-5050 ext. 140 or 
email cdecrescenzo@straymondhigh-
school.org. 

“Once again, the arts are alive 
and well here at St. Raymond’s in 
the Bronx,” says St. Raymond’s pas-
tor, Monsignor John Graham. “The 
art programs in our three schools 
are programs of excellence, creativ-
ity and imagination. Imagine how 
much more we could do if there were 
more funding and friends available 

to help.”
St. Raymond Church, the “Mother 

Church of the Bronx,” was founded in 
1842. In addition to the three schools, 
St. Raymond Cemetery is also part of 
St. Raymond Parish.

St. Raymond Elementary School 
offers full-day academic programs 
for Pre-K3 through Grade 8, ad-
vanced level math and science, an 
Italian language program, sports, a 
fi tness center and a broad array of 
extracurricular activities. For more 
information, visit www.straymonde-
lementary.org or call 718-597-3232. 

Saint Raymond Academy, a small 
Catholic high school for young 
women in an urban setting, inspires 
students to reach their God-given po-
tential in a safe, supportive and di-
verse environment. 

For further information, visit 
www.saintraymondacademy.org, or 
contact Lisa Schaller, (718) 824-4220 
ext. 1052; lschaller@saintraymonda-
cademy.org.

St. Raymond High School for Boys, 
in the Catholic tradition and the 
spirit of St. John Baptist De LaSalle, 
serves young men who refl ect the 
economic, geographic and cultural 
diversity of the New York metropoli-
tan area. For more information, visit 
www.straymondhighschool.org or 
call 718-824-5050.

St. Raymond Parish Art show

THURS., MARCH 19
$50 per person

4 COURSE DINNER
& OPEN BAR

MAESTRO’S
1703 BRONXDALE AVE

BRONX, NY 10462

For more information call the OLA Rectory at 718 824-5454

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION’S
23rd ANNUAL CARD PARTY

A NIGHT IN HOLLYWOOD
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NURSING POSITIONS

RN Supervisor - Full Time & Weekends
LPN’s - Full/Part/Perdiem

Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net

New 825 Square Foot
Renovated Rehabilitation Department
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BY C. N. COLON
The St. Barnabas High 

School Spanish Dance Club 
paired up with the young men 
from the Academy of Mt. St. Mi-
chael’s Spanish Club to conduct 
a performance workshop at St. 
Francis of Assisi Middle School 
during their Fantastic Friday 
Assembly. 

Led by clubs moderators 
Mrs. Rojas and Mrs. Reyes the 
students shared their dancing 
styles with the younger stu-
dents. The high school students 
performed three different 
group numbers highlighting 
traditional steps in merengue, 
mambo, and bachata, to the de-
light of the young crowd.

 Afterwards, the dancers set 
out to teach the middle school 
students and their teachers 
how to do the mambo. 

Their movements were slow 
at fi rst but eventually everyone 
was in a rhythmic fl ow of Latin 
beat that fi lled the auditorium 
with laughter, hip swinging 
and high-spirited stepping

This outreach effort by 
the high school students is 
part of their ongoing commit-
ment to community service. 
In the end, everyone involved 
had an enjoyable time. One of 
the younger students said to 
St. Barnabas senior Jeimmy 
Reyes, “I am your greatest fan”. 
It was enough to make Jeimmy, 

“proud to have been part of this 
truly eye-opening, and heart-
warming experience. It was re-
ally a “Fantastic Friday.” 

 To learn more about St. 
Barnabas High School or to 
make a contribution to Stage 
Two of their Technology Up-
grade Campaign, call 718 325-
880 ext. 11 

St. Barnabas Spanish dancer entertain

BY SANDI LUSK
Several years ago, while I 

was working in SoHo, I would 
get out at the Spring Street sta-
tion of the 6 train, and every 
day there was a young man on 
the corner collecting for the 
homeless with one of those old 
water cooler bottles. Do you 
remember them? The United 
Homeless Organization collec-
tion jars were a familiar sight 
on the streets. 

At the time, I was involved 
in research about the home-
less housing policies in the 
city, and every day I would 
give him a donation and talk 
to him about what the orga-
nization did for the homeless 
of New York. He told me sto-
ries about doing the homeless 
street count, and his experi-
ences as a homeless veteran. 
He even showed me a knife 
wound he said he got on the 
streets. On my last day in 
SoHo I gave him a larger do-
nation than usual, and said it 
was because “there but for the 
grace of God….” How aston-
ished I was then, when just a 
few months later the scandal 
broke. 

But let me quote the New 
York Times here: “For sixteen 
years [this in 2009], the United 
Homeless Organization’s plas-
tic donation jugs have been 
ubiquitous around town. On 
November 24, Attorney Gen-
eral Andrew Cuomo sued 
the group for fraud, accusing 
its directors—Stephen Riley 
(UHO’s formerly homeless 
founder) and Myra Walker—
of pocketing thousands of 
dollars in donations without 
providing the services they 
claimed to offer.

What UHO said the money 
was funding:  shelters, soup 
kitchens, distribution of cloth-
ing and toiletries, housing 
services for the homeless, de-
tox centers, social workers. 
What Walker and Riley alleg-

edly used it for: cable and Con 
Ed bills, eating out, grocer-
ies, air, bus, and train tickets, 
personal shopping at Ricky’s, 
Toys ’r’ Us, and elsewhere, and 
four vehicles.

Fifteen dollars per shift per 
table worker went to UHO as 
a ‘fi xed fee.’  Donations in ex-
cess of $15 go to the table work-
ers. UHO reported revenue 
between $60,000 and $98,000 
from 2003 to 2007, but the AG’s 
offi ce calls that “grossly un-
derreported” and estimates 
that actual revenues were at 
least six times as high.”

Then, other scandals broke 
(how can we forget the Sound-
view Health Center scandal on 
our own doorstep?)        

This is what the Washing-
ton Post had to say about non-
profi ts in 2013:  “The Washing-
ton Post analysis identifi ed 
more than 1,000 nonprofi t or-
ganizations that have reported 
a signifi cant diversion of as-
sets since 2008, when a ques-
tion about such losses fi rst 
began being phased in on fed-
eral Form 990 disclosure re-
ports. While some diversions 
involve legal exchanges, most 
are attributed to theft or em-
bezzlement [emphasis added], 
sometimes leading to the loss 
of tens of millions of dollars to 
a single organization.”

The idea of nonprofi t, 
charitable organizations be-
ing the best channels to deal 
with and ameliorate social 
ills is an old one. In the 19th 
century, New York City was 
a place of unimaginable pov-
erty, and thousands of chil-
dren lived by their wits in des-
perate circumstances on the 
streets. There was no govern-
ment mechanism to help the 
poor and destitute until FDR 
and the Depression. It was left 
to religious institutions and 
other private charitable or-
ganizations to provide relief 
and a means of subsistence for 

thousands of the homeless and 
starving and abused.

The Children’s Aid Soci-
ety was one of the fi rst: [From 
their web site] “The Children’s 
Aid Society was founded in 
1853 by Charles Loring Brace 
and a group of social reform-
ers at a time when orphan asy-
lums and almshouses were the 
only ‘social services’ available 
for poor and homeless chil-
dren. Brace’s theory of an or-
ganization devoted to helping 
poor children was radical. His 
progressive ideas translated 
into far-reaching services and 
reforms for poor and homeless 
children, working women, 
needy families and disabled 
boys and girls at a time when 
services for these groups were 
few and far between.”

Since then, the idea has cre-
ated the proliferation of 501(c) 
3 and 4 nonprofi ts (WSZIO is a 
501[c] 4 nonprofi t), to continue 
with the delivery of services to 
the community.

Theoretically these non-
profi ts allow a customized use 
of resources tailored to indi-
vidual communities often in 
the housing, healthcare, and 
education fi elds. They have 
a mission statement that de-
scribes the goals and func-
tions of the organization that 
outlines what it does, the 
population/neighborhood it 
serves, and how they accom-
plish their goals. 

Nonprofi ts’ funds are from 
donations and are not earned, 
and they are assumed to meet 
a need that serves the public 
goo There is a misconception 
that nonprofi ts cannot make a 
profi t; they cannot distribute 

profi ts [such as to sharehold-
ers], but some of the offi cials 
of nonprofi ts can make enor-
mous salaries. 

From a press release of 
the National Council on Non-
profi ts: [In 2014] “One-third of 
all funding each year comes 
from nonprofi ts performing 
contracted services for lo-
cal, state, and federal govern-
ments. Increased scrunity: 
2014 will bring a continued fo-
cus on good governance and 
pressure on charitable non-
profi ts in reaction to stories 
about individuals or groups 
that abused public charity 
status. This is a good time to 
make sure that your nonprofi t 
is adhering to ethical and ac-
countable fundraising prac-
tices and establishing com-
pensation appropriately. Is 
your nonprofi t transparent 
about its fi nances? Has the 
nonprofi t complied with state 
registration requirements in 
order to raise funds? What 
about establishing sound in-
ternal controls?”

This issue of transparency 
is of increasing importance. 
As the government cuts back 
on assistance to those in need, 
more and more the gap is fi lled 
by nonprofi ts. But oversight is 
critical. There is too much op-
portunity for back room deals 
and hidden diversion of funds 
away from the intended com-
munity recipients. This is es-
pecially true in the areas of 
homeless housing and charter 
schools.

Charter schools [From the 
Nonprofi t Quarterly 2015]: “…
litany of charter school fi nan-
cial scandals:  in Pennsylva-
nia, the state’s largest charter 
school took $1.2 million in im-
proper lease-reimbursement 
payments; in Philadelphia, 
four charter schools loaned 
the nonprofi t Aspira Inc. of 
Pennsylvania $3.3 million and 
made payments of $1.5 million 

in leasing costs and $6.3 mil-
lion in administrative fees 
which Aspira used, according 
to Bryant, to increase its real 
estate holdings from $13.34 
million in 2011 to $23.15 mil-
lion in 2012 … and a Houston, 
Texas charter faces accusa-
tions of using $5.3 million 
in taxpayer funds for hotels, 
cruises, travel packages, and 
real estate purchase involving 
the school’s management com-
pany.”

But don’t charters succeed 
where public schools have 
failed despite this?

Again [ibid]: “…also re-
marked about New York City’s 
highly publicized Success 
Academy, known for sky-high 
student scores on annual state 
tests, apparently achieves 
those results by suspending 
or demoting pupils whose ac-
ademic performance might 
lower the scores.”

Thus, ‘public’ education 
also becomes a profi t center.

So, what is the point here? 
For almost 200 years, non-
profi ts have been looked to 
for help and support for the 
most vulnerable members of 
society, those that the govern-
ment cannot adequately help 
and protect. For the most part, 
they have served and continue 
to serve valiantly in the face of 
economic ups and downs and 
overwhelming need, and are a 
very necessary part of the eco-
nomic life of this country. 

But when scandals break, 
such as the UHO scandal and 
others, it is more than the 
usual corruption. The non-
profi ts have a sacred trust. 
The diversion of these funds 
hurts the most vulnerable 
people in society in a very real 
way. It would be good for New 
York City to examine its fi nan-
cial dealings with all its non-
profi ts, and to maintain very 
vigilant oversight. 

TTFN.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
CALL (718) 260-4593
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook,
MS Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital NY
Rachael Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center
New York, NY

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR284351 (1212618) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017

Pasquale Rigoletto Restaurant, 2311 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY 10458
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at 6:30 PM Eastern
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BY DEBORAH DOLAN HUNT 
PHD, RN

According to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society there will 
be approximately 39,610 cases 
of rectal cancer, and 93,090 
cases of colon cancer in the 
Unites States in 2015. Fur-
thermore, it is the 3rd most 
commonly diagnosed cancer 
in men and women in the US, 
excluding skin cancers. Ac-
cording to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control it is the second 
leading cause of death in the 
Unites States with the highest 
incidence and mortality rates 
in African Americans. The 
incidence of colorectal can-
cer increases with age—espe-
cially after 50 years of age. Ac-
cording to the New York State 
Department of Health in 2011, 
78 males and 92 females died 
from colon cancer.  The good 
news is that in the past 30+ 
years the number of deaths 

March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month
have decreased due to better 
screening. For example, in 
1976 the numbers were much 
higher with 177 male deaths, 
and 208 female deaths.  Ac-
cording to the Department of 
Health and Human Services 
with proper screening 6 out of 
every 10 colon cancer deaths 
can be prevented. 

Colon Cancer is defi ned 
as cancer (abnormal cells or 
tumors) that begins in the 
rectum, or colon (large in-
testine). Alarmingly, mani-
festations may not occur until 
it is in the advanced stages. 
Many colon cancers begin as 
a polyp in the large intestine. 
A polyp is a benign (non-can-
cerous) tumor. However, some 
polyps can change into a can-
cerous growth. Although not 
all polyps become cancerous, 
they should be removed and 
evaluated. The main types of 
polyps that are most often as-

sociated with cancer are ad-
enomatous polyps which are 
considered pre-cancerous, 
and hyperplastic and infl am-
matory, which are not consid-
ered pre-cancerous. However, 
there is concern that they may 
turn into a cancerous growth, 
especially when located in the 
ascending colon. Therefore, it 
is important to follow-up with 
your healthcare provider. 

Knowing the risk factors, 
and manifestations, and ad-
hering to recommended 
screening guidelines can help 
to save your life.  According 
to the American Cancer So-
ciety the risk factors include 
consuming a diet high in red 
meats and processed foods, 
sedentary lifestyle, smoking, 
excessive alcohol consump-
tion, obesity, family history, 
past history of infl ammatory 
bowel disease (Chron’s or Ul-
cerative Colitis), polyps, co-

lon cancer, and Type 2 Dia-
betes. Manifestations include 
changes in bowel habits, blood 
in the stools, unexplained 
weight loss, fatigue, and ab-
dominal pain or discomfort 
that does not go away. 

Screening should be done 
in consultation with your 
healthcare provider. Screen-
ing includes high-sensitivity 
fecal occult blood test (FOBT), 
stool test, or fecal immuno-
chemical test (FIT) (every 
year), and colonoscopy every 
ten years beginning at age 50 
or younger depending on risk 
factors and family history. If 
polyps are identifi ed during 
a colonoscopy they will be re-
moved and examined to iden-
tify the type of polyp. Depend-
ing on the results you will be 
advised about recommended 
treatment and follow-up 
screening. Additional screen-
ing and diagnostic options 

for colorectal cancer include 
fl exible sigmoidoscopy every 
5 years with FOBT every 3 
years, double contrast barium 
enema, and stool DNA test. 

Although not all cases 
of colon cancer can be pre-
vented, you can decrease the 
odds by following a healthy 
lifestyle—limiting red meat 
consumption, avoiding pro-
cessed foods, following a 
healthy diet, engaging in 
physical activity, avoiding 
smoking, and limiting al-
cohol. If you are over age 50 
and have not had a baseline 
colonoscopy then now is the 
time to schedule this life sav-
ing test, in addition to a fe-
cal (stool) occult blood test 
(FOBT). Please visit www. 
healthfi nder.gov for more in-
formation on how you can 
help to decrease your risk fac-
tors and increase awareness 
of colorectal cancer.

Bronx Park East Community Association highlights
BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER

Free CPR Class

Bronx Park East Commu-
nity Association is a grass-
roots community group advo-
cating for the residents of the 
Allerton and Pelham Parkway 
communities.

This Thursday, March 12 
B-PECA will hold its monthly 
community meeting at 6:30 
p.m. sharp, open to all to at-
tend. We will have a special 
presentation instructing ev-
eryone on how to do CPR. This 
life-saving technique is so im-
portant for all of us to know! 
The CPR instruction will be 
led by Andre Garcia, EMS 
chief of the Bedford-Stuyve-
sant Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps.

The meeting and CPR class 
will take place as as always in-
side the CenterLight building 
at 2401 White Plains Road, just 
north of Waring Avenue. At 
the meeting we will also give 
appreciation to the billions of 
mothers, grandmothers and 
sisters across the globe by 
celebrating Women’s History 
Month, which is this month 
and every March. After all, a 
majority of our board mem-
bers are women, and they play 
an indispensable role in mak-
ing B-PECA what it is!

A special thank you goes 
out to local business owner 
Miguel Sang of Club Gasolina 
at 2525 Boston Road for help-
ing B-PECA set up this much-
needed CPR demonstration at 

this Thursday’s meeting.
Bronx River Assembly

Our ‘Long National Night-
mare’ known as the Winter of 
2015 is over, and we have an 
hour more of daylight to lift 
our spirits again. That means 
spring events and activities!

Please mark on your cal-
endar that Tuesday, March 24 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. will be 
the Bronx River Alliance’s An-
nual Assembly.  The Assembly 
is a gathering of friends, vol-
unteers and members to cele-
brate their recent accomplish-
ments and unveil their events 
and activites around the 
Bronx River for 2015. Come 
network, refl ect and discuss 
your ideas and projects along 
the Bronx River.

There will be special pre-
sentations by The Point CDC’s 
Youth Development Program 
on ‘Water Justice’, Rocking 
the Boat on ‘Sailing on the 
Bronx River’, NYC Parks’ Nat-
ural Resources Group on ‘Fish 
Passage’, the Bronx River Al-
liance on ‘Water Quality’, as 
well as some exciting news on 
the new ‘Bronx River House’! 
Refreshments and snacks will 
be provided.

It will take place at the 
Longwood Art Gallery inside 
Hostos College at 450 Grand 
Concourse, Bronx, NY 10451. 
The event is free, but please 
RSVP by going to Bronxriv-
erassembly.splashthat.com or 
calling (718) 430-4636.

Morgan Powell Dedication

On Wednesday, April 11 at 
9:30 a.m., a coalition of Bronx 
organizations and activists 
will lead a tree planting cer-
emony to honor the life and 
work of Bronx historian and 
environmentalist, Morgan 
Powell.

The tree planting will take 
place by the Burke Avenue 
bridge inside of Bronx Park 
East, near the Bronx River. 
Take the 2 train or Bx 39 bus to 
Burke Avenue, then walk west 
to Bronx Park East then down 
a majestic stone stairway and 
further west until you get to 
the bridge.

Morgan was a life-long 
resident of the Allerton com-
munity who dedicated thou-
sands of his hours voluntarily 
leading historical tours of the 
Bronx River and surrounding 
communities. Please help us 
honor his legacy on April 11t 
so we may pass his research 
on to future generations of 
Bronx residents!

Rapid Response 

Graffi ti Removal

‘Zemas’ and ‘Sepstas’ and 
other symbols of vandalism 
have been painted over on 
properties in our area since 
last week’s column, including:

-Ganzo’s red wall on White 
Plains Road and Pelham Park-
way North (4-day response-
time)

-The green mailbox at Bos-
ton Road and Mace Avenue

-The fi rebox at Williams-
bridge Road and Mace Avenue 

near P.S. 89
-The green retaining wall 

on White Plains Road near Al-
lerton Avenue (3-day response 
time)

If YOU see any graffi ti, 
please do not hesitate to re-
port it by texting (347) 654-
7044 or emailing bxparkeast@
gmail.com. You can also post 
a picture of it on our facebook 
group by going to www.face-
book.com/groups/bxparkeast 
and clicking, Request to Join 
Group.

A special “thank you” to 
80th Assembly District Male 

State Committeeman Joe 
McManus for his consistent 
support of Bronx Park East 
Community Association’s 
neighborhood beautifi cation 
efforts! His most recent dona-
tion of 36 brushes and a supply 
of heavy-duty gloves will yet 
again play an important role 
in making, Rapid Response a 
reality.

Happy St. Patricks Day and 
thank you for your dedication 
to the 80th Assembly District 
and Community Board 11, 
Joe!

Tag-free for seven months and counting: Zane and James and the Rapid-
Response Graffi ti Removal Team! -
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LOSE 20–40 LBS.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS
LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 20–40 LBS.  
LIGHTER LOSE ½ LB. PER DAY.

Lose weight and start looking and feeling as 
beautiful as you are...
BECAUSE OF OUR TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 
Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how would you like 
to lose 30 or more pounds, have 
more energy, feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks of diabetes 
and heart disease and regain 
your health all in next 40 days.

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Visit and see a portion of fresh start HCG video at our website, GOTHAIRLLC.COM

Dr. Albert Graziosa has 
been certified with the 
fresh start hCG diet and 
has led many patients 
to live more happy and 
healthy lives.

BEFORE AFTER

3611A East Tremont Ave. 

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Clean Start hCG Weight Loss Program



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 13-19, 201550    BTR

Most Americans, when 
asked what would constitute 
a good death say they would 
like to die at home with their 
loved ones around them.  Yet, 
it is estimated that fewer 
than 20 percent have their 
wish granted, with many 
spending their last 10 days in 
a hospital ICU.

That’s not the case with 
patients at Hospice of New 
York, which operates a beau-
tifully furbished 18-bed unit 
at St. Barnabas Health in col-
laboration with SBH Health 
System.  According to Mar-
tha Heller, Director of Hos-
pice Access at Hospice of New 
York, only about 12 percent 
of their patients die outside 
of what they consider their 
“home.”

Hospice, she explained, is 
the fi nal stage of palliative 
care, which is for patients 
whose disease is not respon-
sive to curative treatment 
and whose goals are to help 
patients manage their symp-

Pain plays a key role in 
keeping one from getting a 
good night’s sleep.

This is according to a new 
poll by the National Sleep 
Foundation that fi nds that 
pain costs Americans sleep 
time – an average of 42 min-
ute sleep debt for those with 
chronic pain and 14 minutes 
for those who suffer from 
acute pain.

“There are things you can 
do to overcome this,” said Dr. 
Daniel Erichsen, director of 
the Center for Sleep Medicine 
at St. Barnabas Hospital (SBH 
Health System) in the Bronx 
and author of the book, Sleep 
101.  “You can take control of 
your sleep by being motivated, 
setting a routine for getting 

Hospice grants patients wish to die on their own terms
toms; deal with social, psy-
chiatric and spiritual issues; 
and achieve the best possible 
quality of life for both pa-
tients and their loved ones. 

Studies have shown that 
the cost of keeping people 
alive during their end of life 
is exorbitant, with little con-
cern to quality of life.  The 
Dartmouth Atlas Project, led 
by the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, recently docu-
mented both regional and 
hospital-specifi c variations 
in the medical care provided 
to Medicare benefi ciaries 
with one or more chronic 
illnesses at the end of life.  
The researchers found that 
people with severe chronic 
illness who live in commu-
nities where they receive 
more intensive inpatient 
care – such as more surgery 
and testing – do not have im-
proved survival, better qual-
ity of life, or better access to 
care than patients who live 
in communities where they 

receive less care. These pa-
tients, however, received a 
much more aggressive brand 
of medicine, saw medical 
specialists more frequently, 
spent more days in the hospi-
tal, and died in an ICU more 
often than those in lower in-
tensity regions. New York 
is ranked among the states 
with the most intensive care, 
no improvement in survival 
and the highest cost.

According to the Dart-
mouth Project, many elderly 
patients spend their fi nal 
days going for procedures, or  
from one doctor to another, 
instead of sitting down and 
discussing with their loved 
ones and primary care  phy-
sician their end-of-life pref-
erences and wishes.  Most 
would prefer to live their last 
days at home surrounded by 
family, yet a majority often 
die in the hospital without re-
ceiving palliative care treat-
ment, including adequate 
pain control.

The origins of hospice, 

Heller said, were its use as 
“way stations” for pilgrims 
and travelers.  While it’s 
still considered a way station 
of sorts for people who are 
on their journey to another 
place, hospice today provides 
total care for the patient fac-
ing a life limiting illness.  
This can take anywhere from 
several days to six months 
(which is the maximum time 
Medicare, Medicaid and most 
private insurances will pay 
for it.)

“At one time, hospice used 
to be mostly for patients with 
terminal cancer,” she said.  
“Fewer than 50 percent of our 
patients today have cancer.  
Many have cardiac issues or 
Alzheimer’s disease, which 
is an indication that they are 
dying at an older age.”

The goals of hospice, 
whether physically located in 
an inpatient facility, a nurs-
ing home or one’s own home, 
are to enable the patient to 
live pain free with dignity 
and comfort, have control of 

their treatment, maintain 
their independence, spend 
a shorter amount of time in 
acute care hospitalization, 
and stay in a place where 
they have the best hope of 
having a good death.  Be-
reavement care is provided 
to the patient’s loved ones for 
13 months, she said, which 
allows them to get past “the 
fi rst” of those anniversaries 
they need to get through for 
the fi rst time. 

Hospice, she said, employs 
an interdisciplinary team-
driven approach, including 
a physician, nurses, social 
workers, a chaplain, bereave-
ment specialists and home 
health aides, all of whom 
have an equal say.

Patients can be referred 
for hospice services by hos-
pitals, nursing homes and 
physicians, as well as their 
families.  For more informa-
tion on the hospice unit at St. 
Barnabas Hospital, call Hos-
pice of New York at 718-472-
1999.

Pain and lack of sleep go hand-in-hand
up and creating a supportive 
sleep environment. Good sleep 
habits are critical for improv-
ing the quality of life of those 
living with chronic or acute 
pain.”

Dr. Erichsen believes 
that people who have sleep-
ing problems can be fl exible 
when they go to bed at night. 
It’s more important, he said, to 
try to wake up the same time 
every day and then get into 
bed when you feel sleepy (as 
opposed to getting into bed at 
the same time and struggling 
to fall asleep because you’re 
not ready to sleep).

The study fi nds that 21 per-
cent of Americans experience 
chronic pain and 36 percent 
have had acute pain in the 

past week. Those combine to 
a majority of the nation’s adult 
population, 57 percent, leav-
ing 43 percent who report be-
ing pain free.

Sixty-fi ve percent of those 
with no pain reported good or 
very good sleep quality, while 
only 46 percent of those with 
acute pain and 36 percent of 
those with chronic pain did 
the same. Additionally, 23 per-
cent of those with chronic pain 
reported higher stress levels, 
compared with seven percent 
of those without pain.

“People with pain also feel 
less control over their sleep, 
worry more about lack of sleep 
affecting their health and ex-
hibit greater sleep sensitivity,” 
said Dr. Erichsen. “They’re 

more likely than others to 
say environmental factors, 
like noise, light, temperature 
and their mattresses, make it 
more diffi cult for them to get 
a good night’s sleep. That’s 
why taking greater care of the 
bedroom environment may be 
particularly helpful to pain 
sufferers.”

Nearly one in four people 
with chronic pain say they’ve 
been diagnosed with a sleep 
disorder by a doctor, com-
pared with just 6 percent of all 
others.

“Pain and sleep problems 
present together and aggra-
vate each other,” said Dr. Er-
ichsen. “While the poll con-
fi rms the relationship between 
pain and sleep, it also shows 

that simple steps to improving 
sleep can be benefi cial.”

Americans who said they 
were very or extremely moti-
vated to get enough sleep re-
ported sleeping 36 more min-
utes per night across the week 
compared with others. Even 
among those with pain, being 
more motivated to sleep was 
associated with longer sleep 
durations and better sleep 
quality. 

“Understanding the im-
portance of sleep and taking 
a proactive approach to bed 
times can help everyone im-
prove their sleep, even people 
with pain,” said Dr. Erichsen. 
“Taking control of your sleep 
is an important step in taking 
control of your health.”

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
The VA is looking for a vet-

erans resources coordinator to 
work on the Jericho Project lo-
cated at 245 W. 2th Street, NY - 
Administrative Offi ce. This is 
a full time job, evening work 
and travel required. Jericho 
Project aids homeless and at-
risk vets transform to a better 
life. The procedure for can-
didacy: A cover letter and re-
sume may be submitted in 
confi dence to: Human Re-
sources Department, Jericho 

Project, Job Code VRC, 245 
West 29th Street, Ste.902 New 
York, NY FAX: (646) 624-2301. 
E-mail: hr@jerichoproject.org  
No phone calls please.

The NYPD recruitment 
Section will offer a free tuto-
rial  program for the NYPD 
Offi cer entrance examina-
tion. In the Bronx at St. Simon 
Stock School, 2195 Valentine 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10457. No 
pre-registration required. 
It’s free. Tuesday, March 17, 
Thursday, March 19, Tues-

day, March 24 and Thursday, 
March 26. All times are from 6 
to 9 p.m.. Saturday, March 28, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Don’t forget the Bingo Night 
on Friday, March 27, hosted by 
the Korony Post and held here 

at the Sam Young Post. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. Game begins 
at 7 p.m.  Call Colleen McCa-
rthy at (718) 931-6916. No tick-
ets sold at the door.

Stop in and say “hi” to me 
on Fridays from noon to 6 p.m. 
It’s happy hour.

Remember, for a duplicate 
DD-214, call  (866) 272-6272.

Trivia Time!!
General Mac Arthur said 

“I shall return” on March 11, 
1942.

An earthquake and tsu-

nami happened on March 11, 
2011.

F. D. R. had his fi rst fi reside 
chat on March 12, 1933.

‘Uncle Sam’ fi rst showed up 
on March 13, 1933.

On the same date in 1964, 
Kitty Genovese was killed.

The Blizzard of 1888 hap-
pened on March 14 yes, in 
1888. It began on March 11 and 
left 21 inches.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.
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1 Family House. On a double lot. 
4 bedrooms and 3 baths.

$490,000.

2 Family House. 
On a double lot.

$400,000.

2 Family. Income Basement
apartment and 2 car garage.

$490,000.

2 Family House.

$425,000.

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

Rosana Chirico
Licensed Real Estate Broker

com

RC House Sales Realty Corp.

THROGGS NECK AREA

$1900
3 Bedroom. $1700

$1400.
 3 Bedroom.  $1800

THROGGS NECK 
PELHAM BAY

IN CONTRACT

1 Family House.
Completely Renovated. 

$410,000.

APARTMENTS

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL

STORE FRONT AVAILABLE.
400 square feet - E Tremont Ave & 3rd Ave.

3602 C East Tremont Ave.
Located near the Alley Cat Café.  

Available outside seating in our cozy courtyard. 
Like us on facebook. Www.Facebook.Com/scoopsandbowls

Follow us on instagram. Www.Instagram.Com/scoopsandbowls

LARGE SIZE COFFEE OR TEA  HOT OR ICED FOR $1.00
REAL FRUIT SMOOTHIES FOR JUST $3.50

50¢ 

CASTLE HILL AREA
 2 bedroom. $1300

PELHAM BAY AREA
 Spacious 2 bedroom. $1375

THROGGS NECK’S ONLY ICE CREAM PARLOR!

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING
FAT FREE, NON-DIARY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

3 bedrooms over
3 bedrooms. Basement. 

$450,000.

SC       PS
BOWLS&

Attention Customers:
We will be closing the ice cream parlor from 
Wednesday, March 4 through Monday, March 
16 for SPRING BREAK. 

We will be back will all new ice creams, gelato, 
icees and more for your enjoyment.  We want 
to sincerely thank you for your patronage and 
understanding. Stay tuned to our facebook 
page for updates and more...

Looking for a
Summer Job?

Must have a NYC Health Food Protection license.  
Email your resumes to

scoopsandbowls@gmail.com.

We have many 
clients looking 
for apartment 

rentals and 
houses for sale 
Please call for 
a free market 
assessment
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Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Within the current month, 

two extraordinary over-
reaches of executive power 
have, at least for the moment, 
changed the very character of 
the American experiment in 
constitutional governing.

The momentous conversion 
of the internet from an open 
forum of free speech for all to 
a medium under the control 
of Washington bureaucrats 
wasn’t the result of a spirited 
conversation either in the pub-
lic forum or the product of a 
heated discussion in Congress.  
Details remained hidden 
within the Federal Commu-
nications Commission, at the 
behest of a White House which 
has attempted on several occa-
sions and in several manners 
to limit opposition voices.

It is highly notable that FCC 
Chairman Tom Wheeler re-
fused to comply with requests 
from Congress for details of 
the regulation before its enact-
ment. The specifi c FCC action 
was inappropriate under any 

circumstances; but if it had to 
be brought up at all, its subject 
matter was so far reaching it 
should have been extensively 
debated by the people and their 
elected representatives.

Almost simultaneously, 
President Obama announced 
that he would, under the color 
of executive authority, restrict 
the sale of a popular type of 
ammunition. It was a barely 
concealed dodge to advance 
his anti-Second  Amendment 
agenda outside of the normal 
channels of public discussion 
or legislative action.  In do-
ing so, he defi ed a series of re-
cent Supreme Court decisions. 
This should not be considered 
a debate on the issue of gun 
control. The principle at stake 
here is adherence to constitu-
tional, democratic procedure.

In addition to the momen-
tous scope of the First and 
Second Amendment issues, 
the extraordinary and blatant 
defi ance of the entire concept 
of the Constitutional separa-
tion of powers, taking both 

Congress and the Supreme 
Court out of the governing 
process, is an unprecedented 
event in American political 
history.  The relative silence 
of the media about this blatant 
step away from democracy is a 
cause for concern in itself.

President Obama has es-
tablished a clear pattern of en-
gaging in actions in a manner 
that intentionally limits the 
possibility of open discussion 
within Congress and the pub-
lic forum. The U.S. Supreme 
Court will review one instance 
of that practice when it exam-
ines the administration’s im-
migration reform actions.

The issues involved aren’t 
restricted to domestic af-
fairs. The unannounced with-
drawal of all American tanks 

from Europe in 2014, revela-
tions that the Obama Admin-
istration threatened to shoot 
down Israeli jets to deter Ne-
tanyahu’s plan to prevent Iran 
from building nuclear bombs, 
and the infamous ‘whisper’ to 
the Russians about missiles 
several years ago are salient 
examples of how this White 
House seeks to pursue a uni-
lateral course of action far be-
yond the scrutiny of voters, 
representatives, and senators.

The president’s clear pref-
erence to avoid scrutiny and 
legally required interaction 
with other branches of gov-
ernment has given rise to 
what can only be viewed ac-
curately as a series of cover-
ups. Failure to allow federal 
agencies and departments to 
adequately comply with in-
formational requests from 
Congress, the media, or civic 
groups following scandals in-
volving voter intimidation, 
the assassination of Ambassa-
dor Stevens in Benghazi, the 
use of the IRS to suppress op-

position political voices, the 
release of weapons to Mexican 
drug cartels, and various ac-
tions against reporters are ev-
idence of this.

The president and his sup-
porters continue to attempt to 
restrict discussion of his uni-
lateral actions to the specifi c 
issues involved.  But larger 
than the debates about FCC 
regulation, immigration, gun 
control, Russian relations, ter-
rorist attacks, and other top-
ics is the nature of American 
government, and adherence to 
constitutional procedure.

It remains to be seen 
whether the legislative and ju-
dicial branches will respond 
forcefully to these usurpa-
tions.  A failure to do so will 
certainly lead to the “funda-
mental change” promised by 
the president.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com. 

BY LYNN GERBINO
Our next meeting will be on 

Tuesday, March 31, at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Villa Barone Manor. 
Our guest speakers will be 
from NY Rising, a New York 
State program established to 
provide additional rebuilding 
and revitalization assistance 
to communities severely dam-
aged by hurricanes Sandy and 
Irene and Tropical Storm Lee. 
To facilitate community rede-
velopment planning and the 
resilience of communities, 
the state has established the 
New York Rising Community 
Reconstruction Program and 
has allocated $25 million for 
planning in the most affected 
communities. 

A team of community mem-
bers from our area has been 
tirelessly assessing the needs 
of our community after these 
storms and have come up with 
projects that need funding to 
be completed.  They will talk 
to us about how these deci-
sions were made and the pro-
cess that was used. We may 
have some offi cials from NY 
Rising, but we will also defi -
nitely have two local commu-
nity members, Chrys Napoli-
tano and John Doyle, go over 
the program with us. Join us 
for this interesting and infor-
mational talk.

If you have not paid 
your dues, please do so. You 
can send your $15 check to: 

Throggs Neck Homeown-
ers Association, P.O. Box 25, 
Throggs Neck Station, Bronx, 
NY 10465. We can’t survive 
without your support.

When surfi ng through my 
Facebook page I saw these 
safety tips for women and 
thought it would be great to 
pass them along to you. I had 
not even thought about some 
of them, but they are very 
helpful...not only for women, 
but for all. Take a few minutes 
to read them...you may be glad 
you did!

1. Tip from Tae Kwon Do 
:The elbow is the strongest 
point on your body. If you are 
close enough to use it, do!

2. Learned this from a tour-
ist guide. If a robber asks for 
your wallet and/or purse, 
dp not hand it to him. Toss it 
away from you... Chances are 
that he is more interested in 
your wallet and/or purse than 
you, and he will go for the wal-
let/purse. 

Then, run like mad in the 
opposite direction.

3. If you are ever thrown 
into the trunk of a car, kick 
out the back tail lights and 
stick your arm out the hole 
and start waving like crazy. 
The driver won’t see you, but 
everybody else will. This has 
saved lives.

4. Women have a tendency 
to get into their cars after 
shopping, eating, working, 

etc., and just sit (doing their 
checkbook, or making a list, 
etc. don’t do this). A predator 
could be watching you, and 
this is the perfect opportu-
nity for him to get in on the 
passenger side, put a gun to 
your head, and tell you where 
to go. As soon as you get into 
your car, lock the doors and 
leave. If someone is in the car 
with a gun to your head do not 
drive off.  Instead gun the en-
gine and speed into anything, 
wrecking the car. Your air bag 
will save you. If the person is 
in the back seat they will get 
the worst of it. As soon as the 
car crashes bail out and run. 
It is better than having them 
fi nd your body in a remote lo-
cation.

5. A few notes about get-
ting into your car in a park-
ing lot, or parking garage: be 
aware, look around you, look 
into your car, at the passenger 
side fl oor, and in the back seat; 
if you are parked next to a big 
van, enter your car from the 
passenger door. Most serial 
killers attack their victims by 
pulling them into their vans 
while the women are attempt-

ing to get into their cars; look 
at the car parked on the driv-
er’s side of your vehicle, and 
the passenger side. If a male is 
sitting alone in the seat near-
est your car, you may want 
to walk back into the mall, or 
work, and get a guard/police-
man to walk you back out.

6. Always take the elevator 
instead of the stairs. Stairwells 
are horrible places to be alone 
and the perfect crime spot. This 
is especially true at night.

7. If the predator has a gun 
and you are not under his con-
trol, always run. The predator 
will only hit you (a running 
target) 4 in 100 times; and even 
then, it most likely will not be 
a vital organ. Run, preferably 
in a zig-zag pattern.

8. As women, we are always 
trying to be sympathetic: stop. 
It may get you raped, or killed. 
Ted Bundy, the serial killer, 
was a good-looking, well edu-
cated man, who always played 
on the sympathies of unsus-
pecting women. He walked 
with a cane, or a limp, and of-
ten asked “for help” into his 
vehicle or with his vehicle, 
which is when he abducted his 
next victim.

9. Another Safety Point: 
Someone just told me that her 
friend heard a crying baby 
on her porch the night before 
last, and she called the police 
because it was late and she 
thought it was weird. The po-

lice told her “Whatever you 
do, do not open the door” The 
lady then said that it sounded 
like the baby had crawled 
near a window, and she was 
worried that it would crawl 
to the street and get run over. 
The policeman said, “We al-
ready have a unit on the way, 
whatever you do, do not open 
the door.” He told her that 
they think a serial killer has 
a baby’s cry recorded and 
uses it to coax women out of 
their homes thinking that 
someone dropped off a baby. 
He said they have not veri-
fi ed it, but have had several 
calls by women saying that 
they hear baby’s cries outside 
their doors when they’re home 
alone at night.

10. Water scam! If you wake 
up in the middle of the night to 
hear all your outside water taps 
running or what you think is a 
burst pipe, do not go outside to 
investigate. These people turn 
on all your outside taps full 
blast so that you will go out to 
investigate and then attack.

Stay alert, keep safe, and 
look out for your neighbors! 
Please pass this on!! 

Please have a wonderful, 
warm week. We look forward 
to seeing you at our next meet-
ing after the winter break.  
Don’t forget to like us on Fa-
cebook.  Our offi cial Facebook 
page is Throggs Neck Home-
owners Association. 

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your Clinical Studies 
in New York’s largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

NYU School of Medicine

Have you experienced a traumatic 
event? Are you depressed and 

anxious? Are you experiencing 
fl ashbacks? Irritability?  

If so, you may be eligible to participate in a 
study that involves taking an investigational 

medication or placebo for one week. Th is study 
takes place at New York University School of 

Medicine over the course of fi ve visits. You must 
be between the ages of 18 and 60, medically 

healthy and currently not taking medications. 
You will be compensated for your time.  

For more information, please call 646-754-4831.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 
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East Bronx History Forum news and highlights
BY THOMAS X. CASEY

In February 1980, Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter issued a 
presidential proclamation de-
claring March 8, as National 
Women’s History Week.  Pres-
idential proclamations have 
since designated March as 
Women’s History Month.

The Huntington Free Li-
brary and The East Bronx His-
tory Forum are pleased to an-
nounce the forum’s 4th annual 
“Woman in Bronx History” 
meeting will be on Wednes-
day, March 18, at 7:30 p.m.

Recently, the Bronx and all 
of America lost Bronx woman 
that contributed greatly to the 
national scene.

The East Bronx History Fo-
rum will remember, Bess My-
erson, Lauren Bacall and Ey-
die Gorme along with many 
others.

Members and guests are en-
couraged, but not required to 
bring a 2- 5 minute description 
of their choice for inclusion 
in our member report during 
our 4th annual Bronx woman 
program.  The East Bronx His-
tory Forum expects that this 
year participation will exceed 
the large and varied contribu-
tions of our past Bronx Woman 
in Bronx History reports.   The 
selections will include woman 
of the past and current Bronx 
History and could include a 
family member.  During past 
events, we were pleased to 
have at our meeting, woman, 
selected by the Borough Presi-
dent as Bronx achievers.

Members are free to rese-
lect prior selections and add 
their own information.  It is in-
teresting to note that “Woman 
in Bronx History” included 

actresses, authors and artists; 
botanist and business women; 
settlers, scientist and sculp-
tors; environmentalists and 
educators; and poets and poli-
ticians.

Who is your favorite 
woman in Bronx history?  
Does Brooke Shields, Lindsey 
Lohan or Scarlett Johansson 
qualify?  Come and fi nd out all 
the details. All meetings are 
free and open to the public at 
The Huntington Free Library 
and Reading Room, located at 
9 Westchester Square, next to 
the Apple Bank.  Parking is 
free after 7 p.m.

Please view the East Bronx 
History Forum web page at 
BronxNYC.com for details, or 
follow us on Facebook.

Please join us at 7:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 18, at 
the Huntington Free Library. BESS MYERSON 1945

BY JOE SWEENEY
The “Bronx Right to Life 

Committee” is seeking contes-
tants for its Annual Pro-Life 
Speech Contest to be held on 
Saturday, April 25, at St. Mar-
garet of Cortona Church.  The 
winners of fi rst, second and 
third place will receive cash 
prizes.

 The contest is open to high 
school juniors and seniors.  
Cash prizes of $300, $150 and 
$100, respectively,  are offered.   
Written submissions must be 
submitted before April 15th 

High School entrants sought for pro-life speech contest
to:  Bronx Right to Life Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 95, Bronx, NY, 
10471.

 Contestants must re-
search, write and deliver a 
short speech from the pro-life 
viewpoint on one of the follow-
ing topics:  abortion, infanti-
cide, euthanasia or stem cell 
research.   The  spoken presen-
tation should be fi ve to seven 
minutes long (three or four 
written pages).

 Barbara Meara, president 
of the “Bronx Right to Life 
Committee,” said, “We en-

courage all Bronx high school 
juniors and seniors to join in 
this opportunity to win cash 
prizes while preparing a pro-
life presentation.  Knowing the 
facts about life-related issues 
has  become more important 
in the lives of high school stu-
dents, especially in  this age of 
so-called ‘free abortions’ and 
alleged ‘designer babies’.”   

In addition to the cash 
prizes locally, the fi rst place 
winner becomes eligible to 
compete in Albany in May at 
the “NY State Right to Life 

Committee Oratory Contest.”  
More prizes are then available 
in a competition with other 
local winners from various 
counties and cities across the 
Empire State. 

 “Joining in this competi-
tion will expose students to a 
wider world of knowledge than 
they might otherwise encoun-
ter, in their young lives,” Mrs. 
Meara added.  “And thanks to 
pro-life websites, the research 
is less time consuming, too.”  

The contest will occur on 
Saturday morning, April 25, 

in the Rectory Meeting Room 
of St. Margaret of Cortona 
Church,  6000 Riverdale Av-
enue (corner of West 260th 
Street)  There is ample park-
ing in an adjacent church lot, 
and a city bus line stops at 
the church corner.  The event, 
to start at 10 a.m., is free and 
open to the public.  Light re-
freshments will be served af-
terwards.       

Contest applications and 
further information may be 
obtained by calling Meara at 
(718) 543-5091.  

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
The next meeting of the 

Country Club Civic Associa-
tion will be held on Wednes-
day, March 25, at 7:30 p.m.. 
The location of the meeting is 
the cafeteria building of the 
Villa Maria Academy, located 
at 3833 Country Club Road. 
This is the building immedi-
ately to your left upon enter-
ing the campus.

Over the past few months 
we have worked with Coun-
cilman Jimmy Vacca’s offi ce, 
and Community Board 10, 
to correct the signage issues 
on the traffi c triangle at the 
intersection of Kearney Av-
enue and Rawlins Avenue. 
Although the majority of the 
issues have been corrected, 
the current No Standing 
Anytime Sign on the south-
erly side of the island contin-
ues to display a one sided ar-
row, which is unfortunately 
incorrect. The original sign 

that was installed at this lo-
cation when the triangle was 
fi rst constructed had a double 
sided arrow, that would al-
low no parking on the entire 
south side of the island. This 
needed adjustment has been 
brought to the attention of the 
NYC Department of Transpor-
tation, and we are patiently 
awaiting their response. Once 
corrected, the traffi c triangle 
will be safer for the motorists 
who travel through it, further 
adding to the Mayor’s Vision 
Zero Strategy. 

At our February general 
membership meeting, our 
guest speakers from the New 
York Rising Waterfront Com-
munity Resiliency Commit-
tee did a wonderful job. They 
shared with us the plans that 
are underway for communi-
ties such as ours, in the in-
stance of a future natural di-
saster. Committee members 
John Doyle, Chrys Napoli-

tano, and several others, con-
ducted a power point presen-
tation followed by a question 
and answer session. They 
were able to better explain 
to us what their committee 
has been working on with the 
governor’s offi ce, and what 
improvements we should be 
expecting in the near future. 
We thank them for their at-
tendance, and dedication to 
the northeast Bronx commu-
nities.

At this same meeting I was 
proud to appoint Angela Ryan 
as the chairperson of our 
newly formulated Event Com-
mittee. This committee will 
keep the members abreast 

of events and activities that 
would benefi t our member-
ship body, and will also plan 
and execute events hosted by 
the association. Angela has 
been formally trained and ed-
ucated in topics such as this, 
and possesses an extensive 
work background in hospital-
ity, hotel, restaurant, cater-
ing, and event management. 
We look forward to working 
with her, and we are certain 
she will do a wonderful job. 
Anyone interested in volun-
teering to serve on this com-
mittee should contact the 
association for more informa-
tion.

Angela’s fi rst assign-
ment has been organizing 
our membership to march in 
this years Throggs Neck St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. As in 
years past we will be march-
ing down East Tremont Av-
enue, proudly representing 
the Country Club community. 

We encourage all of our mem-
bers, guests, and neighbors, 
to join us at this most joyous 
event. Our group will form at 
11 a.m. on Sunday, March 15, 
at the corner of East Trem-
ont and Lafayette avenues. 
Once there, parade marshals 
should be on hand to better di-
rect you to our exact staging 
area. The parade is scheduled 
to begin at noon. We commend 
the Throggs Neck Benevolent 
Association, and its parade 
committee, on their 17th an-
nual parade. 

The association can be 
reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx , N.Y. 10465, and 
via telephone at (718) 823-1814. 
Be sure to check our answer-
ing machine message for up-
dated notifi cations regarding 
any changes to our meetings.

Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
Your home extends beyond 
your property line!”



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 13-19, 2015 55  BTR

RE-SCHEDULED ANNIVERSARY EVENT

April 16, 2015

35th

Every business who advertised in this 35th Anniversary Supplement is
invited to share in the celebration on Thursday, April 16th, at the Alley Cat Cafe,

3602 East Tremont Avenue, starting at 6 p.m.

Come and meet the new owners of the Bronx Times Reporter,
Jennifer and Les Goodstein, and other prominent Bronxites.

Join the Celebration
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Soar into spring with 
Spring Wings Vacation Week 
at Wave Hill, W. 249th Street 
and Independence Avenue! Fill 
your vacation days with kid-
friendly, bird-inspired activi-
ties at Wave Hill. Enjoy a host 
of bird-themed art and science 
programs during the week, 
and then return for a weekend 
fi lled with walks, bird demon-
strations and more! And don’t 
forget to stop by The Shop—
all kids’ gifts are discounted 
by 20% from April 3 through 
April 10. Get ready to take 
fl ight into a week of fun!

Unless otherwise stated, 
programs are free with ad-
mission to the grounds. Regis-
ter, where required, online or 
onsite at the Perkins Visitors 
Center.

Programs are geared to 
children between the ages of 
fi ve and ten with a parent or 
caregiver.

Spring Wings Vacation Week at Wave Hill
Art Workshops: $25/$15 

Wave Hill Member per ses-
sion (includes one child and 
one adult). Additional child 
or adult $10. Registration re-
quired.

Paste Papers, Tuesday, 
April 7, 1-2:30 p.m.: Learn how 
to use an acrylic paint and 
paste medium to make deco-
rative and textured paste pa-
pers. E

 Birdy Pamphlet Book, 
Wednesday, April 8, 1-2:30 p.m.: 
Delve into the art of bookmak-
ing using a simple pamphlet 
stitch. Choose a local bird spe-
cies for the silhouette cover, 
along with textured paste pa-
pers to give your homemade 
book special character. W

Migrating Kites, Thurs-
day, April 9, 1-2:30 p.m.: How 
do birds fl y? Uusing a simple 
building technique, assemble 
a fl yable kite with wings as 
your inspiration. 

Science Explorations: Free 
with admission to the grounds; 
registration not required.

Shells and Feathers, Tues-
day, April 7, 2:30-3:30 p.m.: Us-
ing water, sand, fabric and soil 
screens, explore how water 
and air pass through the egg’s 
membrane, while its shell pro-
tects it. Learn how feathers 
camoufl age birds and keep 
them warm, dry and aloft.

Bird Calls, Wednesday, 
April 8, 2:30-3:30 p.m.: Watch a 
balloon demonstration of how 
a bird’s voice box—its syrinx—
works. Listen to bird-call re-
cordings, and learn simple 
mnemonics to help you iden-
tify the birds you hear at Wave 
Hill. Make a homemade bird-
call using clothespins, electric 
tape and rubber bands. 

Fasten Seatbelts! Thursday, 
April 9, 2:30-3:30 p.m.: Learn 
about the mechanics of bird 
fl ight, and how wing length 

and the shape of a bird’s body 
determine their fl ight pat-
terns. Make paper airplanes 
to recreate different patterns 
of bird fl ight, and test how 

weight distribution and wing 
shape infl uence fl ight.

For weekend activities visit 
wavehill.org.

Children enjoying Spring Wings Vacation Week at Wave Hill.          
                           Photo courtesy of Joshua Bright

Check out our new look and �����������
�	
�����. We’ve changed. How about a 
new you to go along with us? Meet local 
wellness vendors, enjoy healthy treats, take 
part in a cooking demo, try Zumba and other 
classes, watch a performance by JamSkaters, 
and ������������������������������

CALL 718.792.1800 
or email membership@bronxhouse.org

Join Bronx House on March 21
& SAVE UP TO $100 OFF MEMBERSHIP!

990 Pelham Parkway South, Bronx, NY 10461 | 718.792.1800 | bronxhouse.org

Scan 
& learn 

more!
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MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health

Internationally acclaimed saxophonist/composer 
Miguel Zenón comes to the Hostos Center for the 

Arts & Culture at Hostos Community College on 
Friday, March 20 for a performance celebrating his 
recent CD Identities are Changeable, a groundbreak-
ing project focusing on the cultural identity of the 
Puerto Rican community in NYC. The performance, 
which marks the fi rst time the piece has been per-
formed by the quartet and video in NYC, takes place 
at the Hostos Center for the Arts & Culture, Reper-
tory Theater, 450 Grand Concourse. Joining Zenón 
are drummer Henry Cole, pianist Luis Perdomo and 
bassist Hans Glawischnig.  Video by artist David 
Dempewolf is incorporated into the performance.

Tickets to the 7:30 p.m. show are $15; $7.50 for stu-
dents and those under 18. For more information go 
to www.hostoscenter.org or call (718) 518-4455.  After 
the concert, Zenón will participate in a talk-back, 
moderated by Soldanela Rivera.

Francisco, and Zankel Hall in the Carnegie Hall 
complex in New York City.

* * *

On Tuesday, March 31, JASA Van Cortlandt 

Senior Center will host a Passover Model Seder 
at 11:15 a.m. followed by a festive lunch of appetiz-
ers, honey roast chicken or fl ounder to be served at 
12:15 p.m..  Klezmer entertainment will be provided 
by Doug Leblang, keyboard, and Dmitri Slepovitch, 
clarinetist, from 1:15 to 2:15 p.m. Seventy-fi ve guests 
are expected to attend this annual event. 

JASA Van Cortlandt Senior Center is located at 
3880 Sedgwick Ave, 1st Floor.

For more information call   Sharon Wolfe at (718) 
549-4700.

* * *

The Bronx River Art Center announces The 
Sculpture of Food, the second in a two-year series of 
ten exhibitions that will run through 2016, entitled 
Food Systems, Surroundings & Sensibilities. The ex-
hibition will open with a reception on Friday, March 
20, from 6 to  p.m. at BRAC’s temporary gallery space 
in Mott Haven.

Curated by Karine Duteil, The Sculpture of Food 
is part of BRAC’s larger curatorial effort to draw at-
tention to food as a creative medium and muse, indi-
cator of culture, and pressing social and political is-
sue, most importantly specifi c to the Bronx. 

April 11, Foraging Walk by SPURSE from 2 to 
5 p.m.,  meeting at 2 p.m. at the gallery walking to 
neighborhood community garden Brook Park.

SPURSE will lead a foraging walk and host a pic-
nic that explores the complex entangled relations 
that humans and plants have in co-shaping the ur-
ban ecosystem. We will follow histories, migrations, 
and evolving shared dependencies that both shape 
our present lives and perhaps offer alternative eco-
logical and food futures. This walk will compose a 
delicious spring foraged meal.

For further information on the fi rst exhibition, 
or the entire Food Systems series, contact Curator 
Karine Duteil, or Administrator, Cheryl Pfeiffer, at 
(718) 589-5819.

* * *

The Bronx River Art Center presents a Film 
Screening of: “Red Thread: The Prisoner and the 
Painter,” produced and directed by Duston Spear, 
followed by a musical performance under the artis-
tic direction of Duston Spear; with Michael Minard 
- musical director, composer; Phyllis Ross - on key-
board;  featuring Ann Casapini - vocalist;  and Cyn-
thia Fuller-Kling - dancer, on Friday, March 27, at 7 
p.m.

 BRAC’s temporary gallery at 305 East 140th Street 
#1A.  Suggested admission: Adult $10/Student, Child, 
and Senior $5/Bronx Cultural Cardholder $8.

Hostos Center for Arts 
& Culture concert
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In 1885 two parades were held for St. Patty’s Day

Ron Schliessman took this photo of the site of Clinton’s Blacksmith Shop 
in January of 1956.  It was located at the junction of East Tremont Avenue 
and Williamsbridge Road at Westchester Square.

The year 1885 was an odd 
year for the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in New York as there 
was a confl ict within the units 
of the Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians (AOH) that year leading 
to two separate parades.  

One went south from 23rd 
Street, past City Hall and then 
over the Brooklyn Bridge to 
join up with the Brooklyn pa-
rade.  The other went uptown 
from Cooper Union to Jones’s 
Wood.   This was the year 
that Owen Joseph Clinton 
the blacksmith from today’s 
Westchester Square was cho-
sen to lead the Westchester 
contingent of the parade up-
town.  

Jones’s Wood was a popu-
lar recreation area that ran 
north from East 66th Street 
for about a half mile and east 
from Third Avenue to the East 
River.   It was not offi cially a 
park but became the unoffi -
cial meeting place for much 
of the city’s residents seeking 
fresh air and entertainment, 
especially the Germans as 
beer gardens, bowling alleys, 
shooting ranges, and the like 
sprang up along the way.  

There was even a hotel for 
those revelers who wished to 

REPRINTED FROM 3/17/2011

remain a while.  It was im-
mensely popular and there-
fore chosen as the fi nishing 
site for the big parade.  

The following year, 1886, 
there was but one New York St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade and that 
one went uptown to Jones’s 
Wood.  

Owen Joseph Clinton was 
63 years old when he was 
chosen as the leader of the 
Westchester contingent and 
it should be remembered 
that the area now known as 
Westchester Square was still 
part of Westchester County at 
the time.  

Clinton was a longtime 
member of the AOH and active 
in a variety of other organiza-
tions.  He was, in short, one of 
the most well-known members 
of the community and county.  

He was born in Ardee, a 
small farming town on the 
Dee River near the center of 
County Louth, Ireland.  It is 
still a small town of perhaps 
5,000 residents and farming 

is still an important part of 
their culture although tour-
ism is beginning to grow in 
the area.

He immigrated to Amer-
ica circa 1852 just as the Irish 
Potato Famine, known as the 
Gorta Mór  (the great hunger) 
in Ireland, was coming to an 
end.  He was born on March 
23, 1842 so was just ten years 
old and came to New York to 
live with his uncle, Peter Clin-
ton, who ran the blacksmith 
shop at the corner of today’s 
St. Peter’s and St. Raymond’s 
Avenues.  

The shop handled the 
horses from most of the grand 
estates that once dotted the 
area.  These would include the 
Frederick Havemeyer estates; 
there were two, one on today’s 
Schurz Avenue which was sold 
to Collis and Arabella Hun-
tington in 1883 and another 
in today’s Silver Beach.   Con-
trary to popular belief and 
published sources, Frederick 
Havemeyer’s cousin, William, 

a former mayor of New York 
did not own or reside at ei-
ther of these estates opting to 
remain in his New York City 
mansion. 

Another grand estate who 
utilized the Clinton shop was 
the Cooley Estate on today’s 

Pelham Parkway South and 
that is the family who donated 
the horse trough that graced 
Westchester Square for many 
years.  Some big estates, of 
course, had their own smith-
ies.  

(To be continued.)
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Let’s hope this security 

guard now has job security. 
When Joseph Guerrero dis-

covered his job’s future was in 
jeopardy due to a licensing er-
ror made by a state agency, the 
position appeared lost until he 
reached out to his local elected 
offi cial for assistance. 

On Tuesday, March 3, Guer-
rero, an Allerton resident, re-
ceived a startling phone call 
from his employer Allied Bar-
ton saying he was about to lose 
his security guard job.

Guerrero was informed he 
had until Friday, March 6 to 
rectify the error or no longer 
be employed with the fi rm.

Upon investigation it be-
came apparent the licensing 
department in Albany com-
mitted an error. 

It had incorrectly informed 
Guerrero’s employer he had 
failed to complete his two re-
quired training sessions.

As part of his employment 
with Allied Barton, he was re-
quired to complete the neces-

Senator Klein unravels 
security guard’s job snafu

sary paperwork and training 
sessions for his security guard 
license, which he did.  

Guerrero explained the 
reason was because his social 
security number was fi lled out 
on a Scantron sheet which was 
misread by the state agency’s 
computer.

Prior to this, Guerrero 
made several attempts to reach 

the Division of Licensing in 
Albany and its New York City 
offi ce, but to no avail. 

As a last resort, Guerrero 
contacted Senator Jeff Klein’s 
offi ce for his assistance in this 
manner.

“Joseph Guerrero is a ded-
icated college student and 
Army Reservist whose em-
ployment should not have been 
put in jeopardy due to an error 
in state record keeping. 

Mr. Guerrero went out of 
his way time and again to 
make sure he was properly 
licensed and ready to work, 
only to be met with red tape 
and frustration. I applaud 
his diligence and I’m proud 
to have been able to help Mr. 
Guerrero maintain his em-
ployment with Allied Barton,” 
Senator Klein said.

After Guerrero fi nished 
speaking with the senator’s 
offi ce, they immediately con-
tacted Allied Barton’s Divi-
sion of Licensing Services. 

An agency representative 
notifi ed Klein’s offi ce that 

Guerrero had in fact com-
pleted his training and the 
agency would fax over the pa-
perwork by day’s end. 

The Division of Licensing 
Services contacted Guerrero 
the next day, but this time with 
a much different outcome. 

The state agency confi rmed 
his paperwork had been suc-
cessfully transferred and his 
nightmare was fi nally over.

Guerrero admits he was 
humbly surprised by Senator 
Klein’s offi ce assistance and 
is extremely glad he remains 
employed with Allied Barton.

He explained he fi rst be-
came employed with Allied 
Barton after completing basic 
training at Fort Hamilton in 
2013. 

Seeking employment to pay 
for college, he accepted the 

full-time security guard job 
position at security company.

“The biggest reason I 
love my job is because it’s al-
ways exciting conducting my 
rounds and it also me some 
free time to devote toward my 
school work,” he explained. 

Guerrero is currently 
studying economics at Mon-
roe College and will be attend-
ing Brauch College in the fall 
to further his studies in this 
fi eld. 

Overall, he describes his 
recent ordeal as a positive ex-
perience despite all its frustra-
tions.

I am absolutely amazed by 
how quickly this issue was re-
solved and I look forward to 
keep working for Allied Bar-
ton for many more years to 
come, he said.  

Joseph Guerrero has every reason 
to be happy after Senator Klein’s 
offi ce helped him keep his job.
 Photo by Elliot Mangual

Senator Klein’s offi ce was instrumental in saving Guerrero’s job. 
 Photo courtesy of the Offi ce of Senator Jeff Klein
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BY JOSEPH ODDO
Reminder: The Pelham Bay 

Taxpayers and Civic Associ-
ation will meet on Tuesday, 
March 31. As usual our meet-
ing will take place in the St. 
Theresa School Cafeteria. The 
room will open at 7 p.m. and 
the meeting will start at 7:30 
p.m..  Our guest speaker will 
be police offi cer Hanna Rann 
who will speak on crime pre-
vention for seniors. There will 
also be presentations on Sena-
tor’s Klein’s Court Watchers 
Program. Please keep reading 
the Bronx Times Reporter for 
special announcements.

Welcome to the Summer 
Youth Employment Program 
( SYEP ). Applying for a job 
has never been easier, you can 
apply on line at https://appli-
cation.nycsyep.com/default.
aspx or you can print out the 
application and fi ll it out by 
hand. Please note that you 
may only submit one applica-
tion for SYEP. Selection into 
SYEP is by lottery.  Summer 
Jobs Youth age 14-24 Applica-
tion Deadline April 10, 2015  
Don’t be left out! Good luck! 

My only problem with the 
summer jobs program is that 
for years the city, state, and 
federal governments have not 
provided enough funding for 
these jobs programs. Provid-
ing the funding for an addi-
tional 5,000 summer jobs will 
be a very good way to spend 
our tax dollars. 

The NYC Parks Experience 
Summer Day Camp program 
will take place from Monday, 
July 6 to Friday, August 21.  
This  is an exciting chance for  

children ages 6 to 13  to have a 
fun-fi lled summer! Your child 
will engage in sports, fi tness, 
and outdoor adventure and 
take part in many of New York 
City’s rich cultural and educa-
tional opportunities.

Summer camp activities 
run the gamut from sports pro-
grams to swimming to com-
puter classes to fi eld trips to 
New York City’s fi nest cultural 
institutions. To get a sense of 
what your child might expe-
rience, download this sample 
summer camp schedule [PDF]. 
Please note that activities 
vary by site. Lottery will take 
place from Friday, March 6 to 
Sunday, March 15. Because of 
its popularity, registration for 
the summer camp program is 
conducted by lottery.

A special announcement 
from Ken Kearns and Pat Car-
uso: You may view the annual 
Civil Service Exam Schedule 
to see examinations that will 
be accepting applications in 
the upcoming months. Exams 
for which applications are cur-
rently being accepted may be 
found in the monthly applica-
tion schedule. Looking for a 
job check the schedule. 

This winter’s snow storms 
have led to a mass cancellation 
of blood drives with more than 
4,000 scheduled donations lost. 
The New York City Blood Pro-
gram has always depended on 
city workers and the citizens 
they serve to help maintain 
our area’s blood supply. It’s a 
record we can all be proud of 
which is why I am asking you 
to consider donating now. Do-
nating blood takes less than 

one hour and has the potential 
to save up to three lives per do-
nation! Donors with O-nega-
tive blood type, or ‘universal 
donors,’ are especially encour-
aged to donate, as your blood 
can be used in emergencies.

You may donate at any 
time just by going to your lo-
cal hospital and asking secu-
rity where can you go to do-
nate blood. They will guide 
you to their Blood Bank. You 
can also call the NYC Blood 
Bank and they can tell you 
what their hours are for walk-
in donations and where they 
are located.

The East Bronx AA pro-
gram will now hold it’s weekly 
wensday night meeting at the 
Pelham Grand. It is located at 
the corner of St. Paul Avenue 
and Pelham Parkway East, 
service road.  

The New York City Police 
Department is offering free 
tutoring for their next exam. 
Classes will be held city wide 
with the Bronx location being 
St. Simon Stock, 2195 Valen-
tine Avenue,  Bronx, NY.  Ad-
ditional information can be 
had by calling 212-RECRUIT.

    The 2015 Create the Fu-
ture Design Contest is now 
under way atwww.createthe-
futurecontest.com. Sponsored 
by COMSOL and Mouser Elec-
tronics, the 13th annual global 

design competition offers a 
top prize of $20,000. There is 
no cost to enter. 

We’re looking for brilliant 
new product ideas that could 
create jobs, save lives, help 
the environment, or benefi t 
society in other ways. Indi-
vidual and team entries are 
invited in seven categories: 
Aerospace & Defense, Auto-
motive/Transportation, Con-
sumer Products, Electronics, 
Machinery/Automation/Ro-
botics, Medical, Sustainable 
Technologies. 

In addition to designs 
at the concept or prototype 
stage, commercial products 
that have been introduced to 
the market within the last 12 
months are eligible. 

Past contests have gener-
ated over 10,000 design ideas 
from engineers, entrepre-
neurs, and students in more 
than 100 countries. With mil-
lions of visitors to the contest 
web site and tremendous me-
dia coverage, the contest has 
helped shine the light on many 
ideas that attracted funding, 
partners and manufacturers 
to become commercial suc-
cess stories. Your design could 
be next! 

This is a national outreach 
effort to convey the non-dil-
utive technology funding op-
portunity provided through 
the Small Business Innovation 
Research (SBIR) and Small 
Business Technology Trans-
fer (STTR) programs. Over the 
course of this year individual 
program managers from the 
11 participating agencies rep-
resenting $2.5 billion in early 

stage funding will embark on 
a 20-state road tour, participat-
ing in a series of events along-
side technology entrepreneurs 
and innovation supporters 
from across the United States.   
If you’re an  innovator, entre-
preneur, researcher, or small 
technology fi rm,  don’t miss 
this opportunity.

No medical insurance? Do 
you have to pay a penalty? 
Here’s your last chance to sign 
up for medical insurance and 
not by a penalty next year.

If you learn as you do your 
taxes that you owe a fee for 
not having health insurance 
last year, avoid having to pay 
this fee next year. Find out 
if you are  eligible to sign up 
for health insurance for 2015, 
even though open enrollment 
has closed. If you are - you’ll 
avoid  bigger penalties next 
year, and may receive subsi-
dies that make the insurance 
premiums more affordable.  
This special enrollment pe-
riod runs from March 15 to 
April 30.  Sign up for coverage  
during this special enrollment 
period if you qualify.

     Remember has you 
shovel snow to drink water, 
stay warm, take breaks, and 
do not lift the shovel above 
your heart level.

     Please note our new 
mailing address. Mail your 
membership dues of $10 to 
Maryann Maiorana, attention 
Pelham Bay Taxpayers And 
Civic Association, 1720 May-
fl ower Avenue, apt. 9H, Bronx, 
NY. 10461.  Please feel free to 
come to our meetings. Our 
meetings are open to all!

BY JERRY LANDI 
Hello, It’s been a while, 

hope everyone is enjoying this 
wonderful white winter; I for 
one can’t wait for a 40 degree 
day. 

Things have been so busy 
in Locust Point, our weekly 
piece in BTR has been miss-
ing. We hope to have that 
changed in the future. One of 
the reasons for our absence 
has been the changing of the 
guard. Al Belfi ore, who took 
the reigns of president when I 
could no longer hold the offi ce, 
has passed the baton. 

Al jumped right in as pres-
ident, and during his fi rst 
term, Sandy hit Locust Point 
devastating our community 
and our civic house. All civic 
events had to be cancelled that 
year because we had no place 
to hold them. Al, along with 
vice president Kristen Hardy 
had the tough task of getting 
the civic center back to its 
fi ghting weight.     

Along with the board of di-
rectors, they were able to per-
form miracles and rebuild it. 
I will always remember Al as 
the president who took us out 
of ruins and lead the charge 
in restoring the civic, Thank 
you Al. 

Our new president, Joe 
Dononvan, is a life-long mem-
ber of Locust Point. When he 
showed interest in running 
for offi ce, we were all happy to 
support him. As a board mem-
ber, Joe help speed up the pro-
cess of rebuilding the civic, of-
ten spending long hours alone 
doing many jobs that made a 
big difference in moving up 
the restoration. Joe’s mom 
and dad were also very active 
in the civic back in the day. It’s 
a pleasure to see a Donovan 
back in action. 

Next on the agenda is the 
proposed building project in 
Locust Point. We attended the 
Community Board 10 meeting 
two weeks ago where the at-

torney for the builder showed 
us a power point presentation 
of the owner’s plan to put fi ve 
houses in a lot that can barely 
hold one. I’m happy to report 

that the board seemed just as 
confused as we were to how he 
was going to pull off this feat. 

The Throggs Neck commu-
nity will stand together and 
make sure this does not hap-
pen. Many eyes are on Locust 
Point now, and a town hall 
meeting at the civic center is 
promised in the near future so 
all residents have a chance to 
ask the owners about the plan. 
We will keep you informed of 

any future meetings. 
On a lighter note, we are 

having a SHAMROCKSLAM 
at the civic on Saturday, 
March 28 at 7 p.m. An Irish 
feast along with live music 
from Jigs and Golden Oldies 
will make this an event not to 
be missed. Call Kathy at (718) 
518-8779 for information and 
reservations. These events 
have been sold out in the past 
so call Kathy soon. 

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Over the last months so 

many members of our com-
munity have told me that they 
feel powerless to affect change.  
Why is it that no one is listen-
ing to us, they say?  Well, we 
can make them listen, I say!

We don’t have enough po-
lice, but they let our commu-
nity grow in leaps and bounds.  
What about the infrastruc-
ture?  What about our schools 
that are already overcrowded?  
Does anyone think about the 
traffi c?  Why is there no plan-
ning beforehand?  It’s unac-
ceptable!

We have laws but they are 
not being enforced.  Builders 
just go ahead and build what 
they want and most of the time 
the Board of Standards and 
Appeals puts their stamp of 

approval on the development 
that does not comply with the 
zoning.  Brazenly, some build-
ers just build what they want 
and hope they don’t get caught.  
If they do, some pay off the in-
spectors.  It’s unacceptable!

There are many loopholes 
in development that allow the 
downzoning we fought so hard 
for to be ignored.  And there are 
unacceptable situations like lot 
line building that are not being 
dealt with.  We appeal to our 
politicians who appeal to City 
Planning Commission and the 
Department of Buildings, but 
still there is no change.  It’s un-
acceptable!

Graffi ti, a crime that de-
grades our community, is not 
taken seriously by the court 
system.  The law states that 
graffi ti criminals can be fi ned 

for their crimes, but it never 
happens, instead our tax dol-
lars are used to clean up after 
criminals when it doesn’t have 
to be that way.  It’s unaccept-
able!

Why is it that the Bronx has 
2,500 units of supportive hous-
ing and Staten Island has 19?  
It’s not only our borough that 
is being abused but the recipi-
ents of supportive housing are 
not vetted and that leaves them 
open to safety concerns.  When 
you house pedophiles with fam-

ilies, it shows us that change is 
desperately needed.  It’s unac-
ceptable!

Yes. There are problems 
in our city and in our commu-
nity and the only way to affect 
change is to get involved.  If 
we turn away with our heads 
down in discouragement, noth-
ing good will ever happen.  We 
must join hands, neighborhood 
by neighborhood and fi ght for 
what makes sense.  We cannot 
leave it to our elected opffi cials 
to take care of and we certainly 
cannot leave it to the city agen-
cies.  We can win if we refuse to 
be denied.

There is strength in num-
bers and if the thousands of 
people in our collective com-
munities join hands and de-
mand change, they will listen!  
We can and should fi ght for 

the things that make our com-
munities better.  We can make 
what is unacceptable accept-
able.  Just keep thinking…to-
gether we can!

Events

March membership meet-
ing -  Thursday, March 12 at 7:30 
p.m. at P.S. 14.  We will be talk-
ing about graffi ti, car break-ins 
and car theft.

Easter Egg-stravaganza -  
Saturday, March 28 from 1 to 
3 p.m. in the yard of the First 
Lutheran Church.  This is an 
event for children 12 and under.  
There will be games, prizes, 
face painting, arts and crafts, 
balloons and more.  The Easter 
Bunny will be in attendance

Tree Giveaway -  Saturday, 
April 18 in the yard of the First 
Lutheran Church.  Keep read-
ing our column for details.

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
On Saturday, February 

28, I got some of my required 
Compost Project volunteer 
hours done when I tabled at the 
Bronx Parks Speak Up event 
at Lehman College.  I was con-
cerned that there wouldn’t be 
convenient parking, so I asked 
my husband to drop me off.  
The plan was that he would 
drop me off and then drive out 
to Long Island with our tenant 
so that he could pick up his car 
from his mechanic.  

By the time they were done, 
he would be back in the Bronx 
to pick me up.  Instead, the 
boys decided to go for lunch 
at the Arthur Avenue Market.  
When I got in the car, I found 
two bags fi lled with giant 
Globe Artichokes.  “They were 
two for a dollar, so we got ten!”,  
they excitedly explained.

I love artichokes and I did 
think it was sweet that they 
took advantage of a great 
deal, but I wasn’t too thrilled 
at the idea of having to clean 
and process all this food.  I 
usually buy the baby arti-
chokes because they don’t 
have as large a choke and 
are easier to clean and prep.  
Plus, I love to sauté them in 
olive oil and the big ones are 

really better for steaming 
and stuffi ng.  

On Monday night, I 
cleaned, stuffed and steamed 
four artichokes.  My husband, 
our tenant and I ate one each.  
On Tuesday night, I took 
the leftover one, cleaned the 
choke and scraped the tough 
leaves and sautéed this mix-
ture in olive oil, garlic and 
a touch of pesto.  I made a 
batch of fresh fettucine and 
that was dinner.  On Wednes-
day night, I used the leftover 
pasta and artichoke mixture, 
added a few eggs and made a 
frittata.  On Thursday night, 
I cleaned the remaining six 
artichokes, which were the 
largest ones.  I had a huge 
pile of tough outer leaves and 
when I was about to put them 
in the compost bucket, I no-
ticed how much meat was on 
the leaves, so I put them in 
a colander and rinsed them, 
tossed them with some olive 
oil, salt and pepper and then 
steamed them.  

I served them on a platter 
with some Preserved Lemon 
Aioli and they were delicious.  
Never thought of doing this, 
but what a great way to use 
the whole artichoke!  The re-
maining two pieces of the 

leftover frittata was topped 
with a fried egg and became 
breakfast on Saturday morn-
ing.  I still have some steamed 
artichokes in my fridge, they 
will become lunches for me 
this week.  Amazing what you 
can do with $10 worth of arti-
chokes!

On Wednesday, March 4, I 
was asked to speak at a meet-
ing of the Throggs Neck Com-
munity Action Partnership 
by Joanne Timmons.  I was so 
fl attered to be invited to speak 
and I used the opportunity to 
talk about our LPCA CSA and 
why eating local, organic food 
is so important to our physi-
cal and mental health.  What 
a terrifi c group of people, they 
liked what I had to say and 
hopefully I will be able to par-
ticipate in more of their activi-
ties.  In fact, one of their mem-
bers has already signed up for 
a full vegetable share and an-
other member was interested 
in our Lewis Waite Farm CSA 

Extras program, wherein you 
can fi nd all kinds of grass 
fed and artisanally produced 
food.

As promised in my last col-
umn, we’re putting together 
another series of cooking 
classes at the Locust Point 
Civic Association, 3300 Tier-
ney Place.  The March 13 class 
was cancelled due to sched-
uling confl icts; I’m working 
with Monica Meola of Cake It 
Easy to fi nd a date to resched-
ule to.  

In the meantime, we do 
have two classes scheduled: 
Friday, March 27 at 7 p.m. 
Fresh Pasta with Chrys Napol-
itano who will demonstrate for 
the class how to make a basic 
two-egg pasta.  Starting with a 
review of the types of fl our to 
use when rolling out pasta by 
hand, Chrys will review the 
steps from start to fi nish.  Af-
ter a sampling of fresh pasta 
with marinara sauce, attend-
ees will go home with the in-
gredients to prepare a batch of 
pasta at home.  Class will cost 
$25 and will be limited to 12 
students.  A terrifi c ‘girls night 
out’ idea;  Friday, April 10 at 7 
p.m. Basic Sauces with Chris-
topher Landi, executive chef 
at Ivarone Brothers in Long 

Island.  Chris will teach a 
class on basic ‘mother’ sauces.  
Cooking delicious meals at 
home won’t be so daunting to 
the fl edgling home cook once 
they are armed with the basic 
skills to create three simple 
sauces.  Attendees will learn 
how to prepare a Marinara 
Sauce, a Lemon Butter Sauce 
and a Marsala Sauce.  Chris 
will discuss how to build an 
endless variety of delicious 
home-cooked meals by utiliz-
ing a variety of fresh ingre-
dients.   Attendees will be in-
vited to sample dishes with a 
short question and answer pe-
riod.  Class will cost $35 and 
will be limited to 12 students.  
This could be a great ‘date 
night‘ idea.

Payment via check made 
out to LPCA is required to hold 
your reservation.  Spaces are 
fi lling up already! To reserve 
your space, call me at (347) 
607 7705 or email me at cna-
politano@netzero.net.  We’re 
working on more classes and 
I will details in time for my 
next column.  If you want to 
be on the mailing list, let me 
know.  

In the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in the 
world.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
OK - Here’s some March 

news.  On the 15th of March 
we will march down E. Trem-
ont Avenue in the annual St. 
Patricks Day Parade.   Mass 
at St. Benedict, followed by a 
breakfast and step-off from 
Lafayette Avenue at 12 p.m. 
sharp.

On the evening before, 

that’s the 14th, our Chris De-
Costanzo will be receiving 
recognition from the Mor-
ris Park community for his 
business and especially, all 
his volunteer work with vet-
eran’s, Rolling Thunder, etc.  
Congrats brother and keep 
up the good work.

Another post member, Jer-
emy Warneke, district man-

ager of Community Board 
11, will be reading his short 
story, “The Dog Tag” at NYU 

as part of a veteran’s writ-
ing project.  Very nice, best 
wishes with your project, tell 
our story!

Vice commander Gene re-
ports there are college credit 
summer job opportunities at 
the Van Cortland Park Con-
servancy.  Students can con-
tact Paulina at (718) 430-4687 
for details.  We will try to 

keep you up to date on job op-
portunities for veterans, but 
sometimes we don’t get them 
in sync with the newspaper 
publication date, so watch 
your computers. 

Sick call:  We have Joe Ga-
rafolo and Jerry DeCanio Sr. 
recuperating.  Get well guys!

Until next time: Happy St. 
Patrick’s Day everyone. 

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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but it had collapsed due to weather 
conditions,” said Kenneth Kearns, 
CB 10 district manager of the planned 
parapet wall. “And they have agreed 
to even take it further by bringing in 
sound engineers and doing all sorts 
of studies to make the place even qui-
eter.” 

CB 10 has written a letter to both 
the landlord and the restaurant on 
this matter, he said. 

According to a source at CB 10, the 
owners of Havana Café are very sen-
sitive to the community. Two of the 
owners live in Throggs Neck, and they 
even run a culinary program in local 
high schools at their own expense. 

They have gradually expanded 
their business, and also operate con-
cessions at Orchard Beach. They are 
one of just three borough restaurants 
listed in the prestigious Michelin 
Guide, and the only Cuban restaurant 
to be listed, said Rodriguez. 

CB 10 board member and local ac-
tivist Annie Boller, who lives nearby, 
said she and some of her neighbors 
have had issues with Havana Café re-
lating to hearing what they perceive 

Havana Cafe to muffl e complaints 
From page 1

as loud music coming from the café. 
However, since recent board meetings 
addressing the matter, the noise levels 
have abated, she said. 

“We don’t need a wall or whatever, 
all they needed to do was lower the 
music,” said Boller, who added that the 
noise from the HVAC was a separate 
issue. 

The music at the restaurant is part 
of the experience that the patrons ex-
pect, said Rodriguez, and is integral to 
a Cuban café. 

Rodriguez said he was glad that 
the only issue at his establishment as 
far as the community is concerned  is 
noise. 

Mary Jane Musano, board member 
of the Waterbury-LaSalle Community 
Association, said that the issues dis-
cussed at the community board should 
be fairly easy to fi x. 

“It is really not complicated,” she 
said.

Musano, an experienced com-
munity leader, added:  “It is a very 
nice restaurant and the food is really 
good there as well. So why not follow 
through and be a star in the commu-
nity? That would be wonderful.”

The owners of the Havana Cafe have agreed to build a parapet wall around the mechanical 
system in the rear of the building they lease. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

He then poured the gasoline 
through the club’s only entranceway 
and stairwell before igniting the com-
bustible, hoping to get even with Feli-
ciano.

The result - a raging inferno that re-
sulted in 87 deaths, 59 of them of Hon-
durans, who had been in the night club 
that evening and morning celebrating 
Carnival. 

This tragedy took place exactly 79 
years after another similar disaster, 
the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fi re, 
which killed 146 garment workers on 
March 25, 1911. 

Most of the deaths at Happy Land 
occurred due to smoke inhalation.

During his trial it was disclosed 
that Gonzalez was not supportive of 
Feliciano working at Happy Land. 

He believed that if she didn’t have 
the job at the club, she would have had 
to rely on him fi nancially, which very 
well may have been the reason for his 
actions. 

On the morning of the fi re, he had 
reportedly told her, “Just watch - to-
morrow, you’re not going to work here 
anymore.”

He was right. However, he was un-
successful in his attempts to kill his 
ex-girlfriend, as she was one of the fi ve 
survivors of the tragedy. 

Gonzalez was arrested the next day 
at his home on 31 Buchanan Place and 
taken to the 48th Precinct, and in Sep-
tember 1991, he was sentenced to 174 
twenty-fi ve year sentences (87 counts 
of murder and 87 counts of arson), a to-
tal of 4,350 years, which was the most 

Happy Land tragedy turns 25
From page 1

substantial prison term ever imposed 
in the state of New York. 

Gonzalez is currently serving his 
time at Clinton Correctional Facility 
in Dannemora, NY, and is eligible for 
parole this month.

Although the arsonist Gonzalez 
was found to be criminally respon-
sible, the city fi led misdemeanor 
charges against building owner Alex 
DiLorenzo III and landlord Jay Weiss, 
who was then married to actress Kath-
leen Turner, in February 1991, claim-
ing that they were both responsible 
for building code violations - facility 
defi ciencies that unquestionably led to 
more deaths in the tragedy. 

They both pled guilty in May 1992, 
agreeing to perform community ser-
vice and pay $150,000 towards a Bronx 
community center for Hondurans.

In its short history prior to the trag-
edy, it was clear that Happy Land So-
cial Club wasn’t the safest place for its 
customers, who paid $5 per night to get 
in. 

In 1988, both the Department of 
Buildings commissioner Charles M. 
Smith, Jr. and the mayor’s Social Club 
Task Force issued an order to vacate 
the building, due to violations such as 
no secondary means of exit, no emer-
gency lighting and no sprinkler sys-
tem. 

The club also had a very narrow 
stairwell, which impeded egress, and 
the club’s dance area was on the sec-
ond fl oor. No follow-up visits were doc-
umented.

A Mass will be held on Wednesday, 
March 25 at 6  p.m. at St. Thomas Aqui-

nas Church, 1900 Crotona Parkway. Af-
ter the Mass, those in attendance will 
walk to the Plaza of the Eighty-Seven, 
a memorial dedicated to the 87 victims 
located just across the street from the 
former night club for a vigil to mourn 
the loss of loved ones. 

Both have been planned by Com-
munity Board 6 and some of those who 
lost family members in the tragedy for 
the past 15 years.

“The incident, although very pain-

ful for our community, has signifi -
cantly improved our awareness re-
garding the rules and regulations of 
any business or facility in the area,” 
said district manager Ivine Galarza.

“This tragedy has become a lesson 
- and it is because of this incident that 
this board now inspects all of the busi-
nesses in its area, to make sure an inci-
dent like this doesn’t take place again 
in the future.”

Plaza of the Eighty-Seven, a memorial dedicated to the 87 people that perished in the Hap-
pylands Nightclub tragedy, located just across the street from site. 
 Steven Goodstein / Community News Group
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“There is a lot of fuel to the fire for us to come back 
next year and win it. “This year we really wanted 
to win it, but we couldn’t get the job done.”   

SIDNEY WILSON  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Clive Allen was happy with 

the way his Cardinal Hayes 
team played overall against 
Xaverian, but in the clos-
ing minutes its just wasn’t 
enough.

“We are hitting big shots,” 
said Allen, a senior. “It means 
we are getting better as team. 
That was a big improve-
ment, but they made bigger 
shots than us and made more 
stops.” 

The Clippers came up with 
the biggest play of the game 
when Nyotay Wissah stole an 
hand off from Allen to Baron 
Goodridge at the top of the 
key and converted a 3-point 
play down the other end to 
give Xaverian and four-point 
lead with 30 seconds left in 
the game. Allen, who scored 
27 points, missed a trey on the 
next possession and the Clip-
pers were able to close out a 56-
54 victory over the Cardinals 
in the CHSAA Class AA In-
tersectional boys’ basketball 
quarterfi nals at Fordham Uni-
versity last Sunday. Goodridge 
added 13 points, but Hayes 
didn’t get the production it was 
use to out of its front court. Its 
four members combined for 11 
points and 12 rebounds.   

“I didn’t think they would 
be ale to beat us up inside like 
they did,” Hayes coach Joe 
Lods said. “I didn’t think I’d 
be yelling all night that they 
would be getting second and 
third chances against us.”  

His club led by as many 10 
points in the fi rst half behind 
the hot shooting of Allen, who 
made six 3-pointers. Xaverian 
crawled back into the game be-
hind forward Sayon Charles, 
who scored 12 points and 
grabbed nine boards. Doyin 
Isaac added 14 points, seven 
rebounds and fi ve points or 
Xaverian (21-6).  

The Clippers used an 11-3 
third quarter run to take a 
37-32 lead on two Charles free 
throws with 3:14 to go in the 
frame. The Cardinals (18-10) 

regained a 43-39 advantage 
midway through the fourth, 
but Xaverian again responded. 
Bard Featherson (13 points) 
hit two 3-pointers during an 
8-1 spurt that put the Clippers 
ahead 47-44 with 2:32 to play in 
the game. 

“He made a couple of big 
shots for them,“ Lods said. 

The defeat ends an up and 
down campaign for a Hayes 

team that lost fi ve starters, in-
cluding four Division I play-
ers from a team that fell in 
the semifi nals last season. 
This Cardinals group grew 
as the year went on. Hayes 
had two six-game winning 
streaks along with a stretch 
where it lost fi ve of seven over 
the course of schedule that in-
cluded some of the city’s best 
teams. Manhattan-bound cen-

ter A.K. Ojo also missed a good 
stretch of the year because of 
injury, but this group kept 
adapting, playing and enjoy-
ing success.  

“Coach made a tough 
schedule for us,“ Allen said. 
“I fee like we over came that. 
Most teams would have picked 
an easy schedule. We picked a 
tough one and did a good job 
throughout the season.”   

Hayes falls short against 
Xaverian in quarterfi nals

Cardinal Hayes’ Jeff Hayden tries to score in traffi c against Xaverian. Photo by William Thomas

If you’re going out on the 
17th remember that the day 
celebrates Irish culture- its’ 
writing and music. Don’t dress 
up like a buffoon or act like an 
amadan. It IS about what’s in 
your heart not what you have 
on your back- and that’s what 
counts.   

Leopards- Their 

Spots And Olbermann

The Sports Curmudgeon 
thinks Olbermann has talent 
as a TV host and I just don’t 
like him. The SC wrote, “When 
ESPN re-hired him, they knew 
what he did on TV and they 
hired him to do more of that.

It is precisely for that rea-
son that I believe that those 
folks who called for Olbermann 
to be fi red for what he Tweeted 
last week – or that he should be 
boiled in oil before being fi red 
– are way off base. If an organi-
zation (ESPN) hires a hit man 
(Keith Olbermann in the most 
fi gurative sense here), then 
the hiring organization can-
not be offended or shocked or 
moved to righteous indigna-
tion when he does something 
outrageous.”

Eye-Hand Speed

I don’t know how those all-
knowing “pundits” can think 
that any MLB-player who has 
been out of the game for al-
most two years would have the 
same batting success as when 
he left. I hoped Rodriguez 
would have it but, in truth, I 
knew he wouldn’t. Why don’t 
they wait a little bit, to see if it 
comes back, before they slam 
him.

The  17th

Continued on Page 75
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
St. Raymond never got a chance to 

capitalize on the momentum of Sidney 
Wilson’s buzzer-beating 3-pointer to 
end regulation. 

The sophomore’s trey from the left 
side ended up just extending the Ra-
vens’ season for a few more minutes 
instead of propelling them to the next 
round. St. Raymond ended up falling 
75-70 to Holy Cross in the CHSAA Class 
AA Intersectional boys’ basketball 
quarterfi nals at Fordham last Sunday.  

“We have been trying to go hard 
since last year when we lost in the 
same round,” Wilson said “We have 
been working hard so we can get to 
this point and to lose again is really 
tough.” 

The Ravens (16-12) scored the fi rst 
hoop of the extra session, but Holy 
Cross senior Jermaine Bishop stopped 
that momentum right in its tracks. He 
scored the next fi ve Holy Cross points 
and a Jamel Horton jumper gave the 
Knights (14-13) a fi ve-point lead it never 

looked back from. Bishop scored a 
game-high 27 points, dished out six 
assists and grabbed fi ve rebounds. St. 
Raymond had too many empty oppor-
tunities on offense in the extra ses-
sion.  

“We turned the ball over too much 
in overtime,” Raven coach Jorge Lopez 
said. “It was not what we expected.” 

Christian Wilson tallied 18 points 
and 10 rebounds for Holy Cross. Horton 
scored 12 points, including a 3-point 

play to put the Knights up 61-58 with 
32 seconds left in regulation. Christian 
Wilson had a chance to ice the game 
with fi ve seconds left in the fourth, but 
missed the front end of a 1-and-1 to give 
St. Raymond a chance. Caheim Brown 
paced St. Ray’s with 25 points and eight 
rebounds. Sidney Wilson added 15 
points. 

“After Sid hit the incredible shot I 
thought for sure we were going to win 
the game,” Lopez said. 

The defeat ends an up and down sea-
son for a young Ravens team that loses 
just one senior. St. Raymond reached 
the Archdiocesan title game and won 
four of fi ve before losing its fi nal two 
contests. Not advancing tot the semi-
fi nals and falling short of a diocesan 
title leave the returning players with 
plenty of motivation.

“There is a lot of fuel to the fi re for 
us to come back next year and win it,” 
Sidney Wilson said. “This year we re-
ally wanted to win it, but we couldn’t 
get the job done.”   

St. Raymond season ends in OT loss

St. Raymond’s Sydney Wilson (r.) hit a three-pointer to send the game to overtime in the 
quarterfi nals against Holy Cross. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK 
Monsignor Scanlan went to Fordham 

University trying to accomplish some-
thing no one expected it to do at the begin-
ning of the season.

The Crusaders boys’ basketball team 
was expected to be a city title contender 
until key players Jonathan Nwankwo, 
Emmanual Chuwko, and Jordan Riullano 
transferred out before the start of the sea-
son. The remaining guys never felt the 
goal was unrealistic and nearly brought 
a title home.

The fourth-seeded Crusaders magical 
run ended a win shy in the CHSAA Class 
A championship game. Scanlan fell 72-61 
to top-seeded Kennedy Catholic last Sat-
urday. 

Scanlan coach Dwayne Mitchell saw 
his guys do what they needed to stay in 
the hunt despite losing the key pieces and 
starting the season 1-6 overall.

“We focused on the guys that we had, 
we worked hard to get here,” Mitchell 
said. “We are just going to learn from this 
experience and try and do better [next] 
year.”

Scanlan’s inexperience showed at the 
start. It struggled to score in the fi rst half. 
The Crusaders went 9:15 without a fi eld 
goal and shot 16.7 percent from the fi eld in 
the opening stanza. Junior guard George 
Pena, who led all scorers with 26 points, 
said the team’s offense struggled at times 
this year because of the newly developed 
roles caused by the transfers. 

“It was hard because most of the of-
fense went through them and we had to 
adjust,” Pena said. 

But even with the offense struggling, 
Pena was able to hit a three to cut the 
Gaels (26-1) lead to 21-18 before Dominick 
Cristiano made a layup to put Kennedy 
Catholic up 23-18 at the half. 

The Crusaders (15-12) looked to be in 
trouble to begin the second half as Ken-
nedy junior Elijah Hughes scored 10 of the 
12 Gaels points in their 12-4 run to make it 
35-22. The Crusaders came fi ghting back. 
They went on a 9-2 run, which was led by 
four points by Pena, to cut the Gaels lead 
to 37-31. 

The high powered Kennedy Catholic 
offense helped build a 14-point lead in the 
second half, but every time the Crusaders 
got hit they would quickly respond behind 
Pena. Mitchell saw his junior leader grow 
in the Crusaders run to the CHSAA title 
game. 

“George was great the last two games,” 
he said. “Fortunately he had another great 
game, unfortunately we came up short.” 

The Gaels attack was too much as they 
had one more run that Scanlan didn’t 
have a response too. 

The Crusaders reached the fi nal by up-
setting No. 2 seeded Fordham Prep 74-72 
in the semifi nals and gained experience 
in the CHSAA playoffs. 

“It was a good accomplishment be-
cause we were missing four of our possible 
starters, we started off bad but we made it 
to the championship,” Pena said. “We just 
need to continue to work hard and not get 
down on ourselves.”

Scanlan falls short of city title 

Saquan Singleton of Monisignor Scanlan attempts to advance ball during the CHSAA Class A 
championship game. Photo by Robert Cole George Pena of Monsignor Scanlan drives to 

the basket against Kennedy Catholic in the 
CHSAA Class A title game. 
 Photo by Robert Cole
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Billy Turnage fi nally get to shed 

tears of joy after a semifi nal game.
The ninth-year Wings boys’ basket-

ball coach had fallen fi ve times in the 
PSAL fi nal four before fi nally breaking 
through with a senior class that guar-
anteed him a title before they gradu-
ated. The years of emotion overcame 
Turnage after fourth-seeded Wings 
held off No, 1 Thomas Jefferson 83-73 
in the Class AA semifi nals last Satur-
day at Lehman College. He began tear-
ing up as he thought about the journey 
and the heartache that came before this 
happy moment.  

“It’s just for all my kids who played 
for me before this, my coaches,” Tur-
nage said. “It just feels good.”

He has his Division-I duo to thank 
for the chance to play defending cham-
pion Benjamin Cardozo 1 p.m. March 14 
at Madison Square for the crown. Dozo 
handed Wings a heart-break loss in the 
fi nal of SNY Invitational in early Feb-
ruary. 

Georgetown-bound center Jessie 
Govan scored 29 points and grabbed 13 
rebounds for Wings (25-2) against Jef-
ferson(26-4). Point guard Desure Buie, 
a Hofstra commit, had 25 points, fi ve as-
sists, four steals and was a perfect 14 of 

14 from the free throw lines. Wings shot 
37-for-41 from the charity stripe in the 
game. They wanted to extend their own 
careers and give Turnage his chance to 
win a title as well.  

“I’ve never seen him cry,” said 
Govan, who transferred in from St. 
Mary’s (L.I.) as a junior. “I know how 
emotional he is. It’s his fi rst champion-
ship he gets to play for. Hopefully it is 
the fi rst championship he wins.”

Wings, which trailed 11-1 in the fi rst 
quarter rode Govan in the fourth. The 
6-foot-10 Govan scored eight straight 
points to give the Wings a 69-62 lead 
with 1:39 to go in the game. His pres-
ence in the paint turned Jefferson into 
jumper shooters all too often and the 
Orange Wave never got into rhythm 
from the outside. All three of Jeffer-
son’s forwards fouled out. 

“I think Jessie was dominant whole 
game.” Buie said. “He picked us up 
when we weren’t scoring. We got the 
ball inside to him and he made plays.” 

Govan wouldn’t have been in posi-
tion to push his team to victory with-
out a fi rst half surge that saw contri-
butions up and down the roster. Wings 
out scored Jefferson 26-5 over the fi rst 
and second quarters to grab a 26-18 lead 
before halftime. Efrain Dejesus and 

Kevin Saylor both hit big threes and 
Jamar Brown provided a big lift off the 
bench. Jaquan McKennon led Jeffer-
son with 24 points and Shamorie Ponds 
added 21. 

Turnage didn’t let himself enjoy the 
victory until the closing seconds be-
cause as he put it, his team has found 
“every conceivable way to lose a game 
in the fi nal four.” He fi nally let his 
guard down with 3.8 seconds left and 

was hugged by his players. A weight 
had been lifted, but the journey was not 
complete.  

“I knew if we didn’t get over this 
hurdle of the semifi nals that the doubts 
would continue and they knew that,” 
Turnage said. “This is another step for 
us. We didn’t come into this season we 
just want to advance past the semis, but 
we knew we had to get past this point to 
compete for the city title.”   

Wings, emotional Turnage headed 
to fi rst PSAL ‘AA’ title game 

Wings center Jessie Govan scored 29 points and grabbed 13 rebounds in a semifi nal victory 
over Jefferson. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

CBA

The SC told us that, “Michele Rob-
erts is the Executive Director of the 
National Basketball Players Associa-
tion having succeeded Billy Hunter 
in that job. She has demonstrated her 
rhetorical prowess already denounc-
ing the concept of a salary cap as “un-
American” and saying that there is no 
such thing as a salary cap in her DNA. 
She has also correctly – and unorigi-
nally – observed that people pay to see 
the players and not the owners mak-
ing the owners “expendable”. The cur-
rent CBA has a few years to go, so I just 
consider that she is using this time to 
gather her momentum for the upcom-
ing negotiations that will surely be 
contentious.

However, I think she recently took 
her prep work a bit too far and she may 
want to “evolve her position” a bit. Mi-
chele Roberts said that allowing the 
media access to locker rooms and prac-
tices is:

“…an incredible invasion of pri-
vacy.”

Literally, she is correct. In the 
real world, the media is the means by 
which the players – her employer – gen-
erate and maintain the attention of the 
fans to the point where the fans shell 
out money for tickets and take the time 
to watch NBA games on TV. In the real 

world, she is going to need some of the 
media to “push her message” when 
the negotiations start. I am not sure 
that the idea of limiting media access 
to teams has ever been a critical is-
sue and I doubt that it will be one in 
the next round of NBA labor negotia-
tions. Unless of course, Michele Rob-
erts wants to make it so…”

CBA might also stand for “Complete 
But Adjustable.”

Much Ado

Bob Molinaro talked about those 
delays, “David Ortiz made it clear what 
he thinks of baseball’s speed-up rules, 
but does anybody seriously believe 
hitters will be paying through the 
nose for leaving the batter’s box at the 
wrong times? The new proposal that 
threatens a $500 fi ne, starting May 1, 
for stepping out of the box between 
pitches allows plenty of wiggle room. 
Hitters can step out after swinging at 
a pitch, after calling timeout, after a 
wild pitch or passed ball and following 
a bunt attempt. If monitoring this busi-
ness is left to the umpires, hitters will 
get a lot of slack. The umps won’t want 
to be bothered.”

Alternative Sport

The Sports Curmudgeon told us 
about an interesting contact sport with 
few head injuries. “Allow me to let you 
in on news that a group in Blooming-
ton, MN hopes to organize a rugby 

match this summer featuring former 
NFL players against a team from Eu-
rope. According to the Minneapolis/
St. Paul Business Journal, the hope is 
that this exhibition match will provide 
the impetus to launch a professional 
rugby league here in the US in 2016. 
The proposed league would play in the 
summertime and the league concept is 
that rugby in the summer would pro-
vide US sports fans with a contact sport 
during that time of the year when foot-
ball does not happen.

The exhibition game involving the 
English team from Leicester is sched-
uled for August of this year. Obviously, 
the emergence and ultimate viability 
of this pro rugby league in the US is a 
longshot and not something one should 
take out a second mortgage to invest 
in. However, it is an interesting idea 
and if the organizers can fi nd a way to 
get that exhibition game on TV…”

There’s nothing as interesting as 
watching the New Zealand All Blacks 
loosen up before a game- it’s scary. 

Scott’s Jots

Scott Ostler (SF Chronical) wrote, 
“With Stephen Curry inventing new 
shots almost every game, it would 
be good to get Darryl Dawkins out of 
mothballs and have him name Curry’s 
shots. Dawkins was the NBA’s poet lau-
reate 35 years ago, nicknaming him-
self (Chocolate Thunder) and naming 

his dunks.
The all-timer was Dawkins’ 1979 

backboard-shattering dunk, “The 
Chocolate-Thunder-Flying, Robin-
zine-Crying, Teeth-Shaking, Glass-
Breaking, Rump-Roasting, Bun-Toast-
ing, Wham-Bam, Glass-Breaker-I-Am 
Jam.”

B.J. Upton now wishes to be called 
Melvin Upton Jr. The B.J. was also a 
hand-me-down from his father, who 
was called Bossman. B.J. stands for 
Bossman Junior. Why would he pick 
Melvin over Bossman?

Speaking of nicknames, Moses Ma-
lone once told of playing street ball 
against a tough customer everyone 
called “Milkman.” How did he get that 
nickname? Explained Malone: “He 
killed the Milkman.”

Well, He Is A Pull Hitter

Dwight Perry (Seattle Times) said 
that, “According to Delta Dental re-
search, kids in the U.S. received an es-
timated $255 million from the Tooth 
Fairy last year.

In a related story, Alex Rodriguez 
still has $61 million coming from the 
Yanks.” 

Get A Whiff Of This

Dwight Perry told us that, “Yankees 
outfi elder Chris Young struck out dur-
ing an intra-squad workout Monday — 
against a pitching machine. No word 
on whether he charged the mound.”

Pipe Dreams: CBA; Much Ado; Alternative Spor; Scott’s Jots
from Page 75
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