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Diaz: The
Bronx 1s the
place to be

BY ROBERT WIRSING

The Bronx is the place to be
according to a new report re-
leased last week.

On Friday, February 27, Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.
officially issued his annual de-
velopment report which high-
lights the total investment in the
Bronx since he first took office in
2009.

The report notes that col-
lectively the borough has seen
more than $7.212 billion in total
development within all catego-
ries since the beginning of his
first term.

Last year alone, the Bronx
witnessed over $1.13 billion in
new development.

This report’s debut follows on
the heels of last week’s ‘State of
the Borough’ address in which
the borough president outlined
his continued vision for the on-
going prosperity of the Bronx’s
economy.

“The Bronx continues to grow
stronger and stronger each year,
as we create new jobs, build new
housing and improve quality of
life in the borough,” said Bor-
ough President Diaz. “We will
continue to attract the type of
investors that want to help the
Bronx flourish and reach its full
potential.”

Diaz, Jr.’s report illustrates
other development highlights
from last year including a total
of $788 million in residential de-
velopment, $483 million in insti-
tutional development, and $134
million in commercial develop-
ment across the borough.

Last year saw approximately
405 new addresses issued.

There has been a steady in-
crease in unsubsidized residen-
tial development throughout

Continued on Page 4
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NYBG Orchid Show Blooms

The annual Orchid Show opened at the New York Botanical Garden on
Saturday, February 28. For more photos from the exhibit, see page 12.
Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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EDC EXPLORES
FERRY SERVICE

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Bringing ferry service to
Ferry Point Park is being ex-
plored.

On the heels of a mayoral an-
nouncement that ferry service
willlink Soundview and Manhat-
tan by 2018, Councilman James
Vacca set up a meeting with the
New York City Economic Devel-
opment Corporation to discuss
the possibility of having a ferry
service link from Ferry Point
Park to Manhattan.

The meeting took place on
Thursday, February 19 at the
NYCEDC’s offices in Manhat-
tan.

According to attendees, rep-
resentatives from the Trump
Organization, which is open-
ing a golf course in the park, a
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ferry service operator, and Steve
Kaufman, the president of the
Throggs Neck Merchants Asso-
ciation, took part in the discus-
sion.

The councilman said he
thought that the meeting was
constructive, but that bringing
ferry service to Ferry Point Park
was going to be a work in prog-
ress.

“We did have several ideas
that we brought up to EDC,” said
Vacca, adding “There is going to
be alot of communication, I hope,
between all parties involved.”

Vacca said it is only logical
that ferry service should help
people in areas most distant
from Manhattan that are also
close to waterfront.

Continued on Page 4

RAIN to repay misused
Medicaid program funds

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

The state attorney general
has reached a settlement with
one of the Bronx’s largest non-
profits.

On Wednesday, February
25, Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman’s office announced
that they had settled with Re-
gional Aid for Interim Needs,
which they state diverted about
$800,000 in Medicaid funding
to make mortgage payments

on the agency’s administrative
offices on Morris Park Avenue
while they were under recon-
struction, vacant and not in use
from 2003 to 2008.

This was in violation of
RAIN’s contract with the city’s
Human Resource Administra-
tion, which oversees the Med-
icaid funding that the city
receives from the federal gov-
ernment and the state Depart-

Continued on Page 15
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Providence Rest's new seawall under construction

BY ROBERT WIRSING

The expansive seawall which
has bravely defended Providence
Restfrom wrathful stormsthrough-
out the years is undergoing a much
needed renovation.

“We consider this 650-linear foot
sea wall ’Our Great Protector’ and
it is keeping our over 200 residents
and property safe from the storms
that may come,” Susan Steinberg,
Providence Rest LNHA adminis-
trator expressed.

The eastern portion of the
Country Club-based nursing home
is surrounded by the majestic East-
chester Bay.

This prime location allows resi-
dents to take in the scenic nautical
sights while experiencing a deep
sense of serenity while sitting by
the water’s edge.

Unfortunately, such a location
can be both a blessing and a curse.

According to Steinberg, the
stack stone gravity sea wall has ab-
sorbed the brunt of many storms
and suppressed the bay’s swollen
waters.

She added that during Hurri-
cane Sandy, Providence Rest was
spared major damage .

However, the combination of
incredibly potent gale force winds,
high tide, and storm surge has

MP Patrol returns
from 2-month hiatus
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Susan Steinberg (1), Providence Rest administrator; Senator Jeff Klein and Sister Seline Mary Flores, Providence Rest CEQ.
Photo courtesy of the Office of Senator Jeff Klein

taken its toll on the wall’s integ-
rity.

Situated only 23 feet from the
bay is the nursing home’s Ferrari
Pavilion which houses approxi-
mately 80 residents.

If not for the repair efforts being
made, Steinberg said that the build-
ing’s foundation would be at severe
risk of becoming compromised.

The seawall is composed of

large boulders, but some were lost
during its battle with the ferocious
hurricane.

Following Hurricane Sandy,
Providence Rest began working
with Senator Jeff Klein and FEMA
to start repair efforts.

According to Steinberg, approx-
imately $318,000 was awarded for
the project, but it was not enough.

As a result, they applied for the

Superstorm Sandy Social Services
Block Grant and an additional $1.5
million was awarded toward the
project.

Starting this month, construc-
tion began on the seawall.

It is reported the reconstruction
project is progressing at an effi-
cient pace despite the harsh winter
weather.

“During Hurricane Sandy, the

seawall at Providence Rest was left
severely damaged and in need of
major reconstruction. Today, I'm
happy to say the project is well un-
derway and the seniors and staff
who live and work there will soon
have a sturdy new seawall to pro-
tect them from extreme weather
and future storms. I'm proud to
have been integral in securing
more than $300,000 in funding to
get this project off the ground, and
Tlook forward to seeing the seawall
completed this spring,” Senator
Klein stated.

Steinberg explained that con-
struction equipment is currently
occupying the fenced off premises
near the seawall.

The original walkway has since
been demolished and will be re-
placed with a new one.

The seawall will be filled in
with cement to make it more resil-
ient against future storms and hur-
ricanes.

She added that the next phase in
the project is to install steel pilings
in front of the seawall to reinforce
the structure and is expected to be
completed by winter’s end.

In addition, a parapet will be in-
stalled atop the wall to prevent ris-
ing water from affecting the area as
it did previously.

BY JAIME WILLIAMS

The Morris Park Civil-
ian Patrol is back on the
streets after an almost
two-month hiatus.

At the most recent
49th Precinct Community
Council meeting, com-
manding officer Captain
Timothy McCormack an-
nounced that in light of
the Kkillings of officers
Ramos and Liu on Decem-
ber 20 and other target-
ing of law enforcement at
the time, the precinct had
suspended the civilian pa-
trol at the end of the year.

Patrols by the pre-
cinct’s auxiliary officers
were also restricted.

Those restrictions
were recently lifted, Mc-
Cormack said at the Feb-
ruary 24 meeting. The
civilian patrols are back
on, and patrols by auxil-
iary officers are slowly re-

suming.

“You’ll start to see
more of them out there,”
said McCormack.

Although the Morris
Park Civilian Patrol oper-
ates independently of the
local precinct, the Morris
Park Community Associ-
ation was glad to comply
with their request to stop
patrolling, said president
Tony Signorile.

“The 49th Precinct was
nice enough to look after
our guys and their safety,”
he said. “It made sense.”

The patrol’s volunteers
were very happy to hear
the news that they could
get back on the streets,
said Signorile, and com-
munity members who
have been looking for the
patrol these past weeks
will be glad as well.

“They feel safe when
they see us driving in the

neighborhood,” he said.

The Morris Park Civil-
ian Patrol is made up of
12-15 volunteers who drive
around the neighborhood
in the community asso-
ciation’s blue cars almost
every evening, and many
days as well, said Signo-
rile.

They’re looking for
suspicious activity to re-
port to the police, and pro-
vide information to help
them make arrests.

Last summer the Mor-
ris Park Civilian Patrol
helped the 49th Precinct
catch a burglar who broke
in to a retired cop’s house
on Hone Avenue while the
patrol was nearby.

The patrol has been a
presence in the neighbor-
hood for decades, and this
year’s hiatus was the first
Signorile could recall.

The patrol was founded

The Morris Park Community Association’s civilian patrols are back on after a January to February

hiatus.

Photo by Walter Pofeldt

in the 1970s in connec-
tion with the Morris
Park Community Asso-
ciation after the father of
an association officer was

mugged.

It’s been successful all
these years thanks to the
dedication of volunteers
who spend their free time

patrolling, said Signorile,
and they could always use
more help.

“The more, the better,”
he said.



Ready to learn
more about
relapsing O

You and your loved one are invited to an
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some
answers about dealing with MS and information
on an oral treatment.

Pasquale Rigoletto Restaurant, 2311 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY 10458

Tuesday, March 24, 2015 at 6:30 PM Eastern

EXPERT SPEAKERS

Rene Elkin, MD

MS Clinic Ryebrook,

MS Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital NY
Rachael Stacom, NP

Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center

New York, NY

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR284351 (1212618) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017
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EDC explores ferry service request

FERRY
POINT
PARK

Ferry Point Park is being suggested as a ferry landing site by local

advocates.

Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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Ferry service under the
Bloomberg administration
was concentrated in com-
munities that were closer
to Manhattan where there
were already other transit
options, he added.

“Ferry service should
be for neighborhoods like
Throggs Neck where it
takes you over an hour
to get to work in Manhat-
tan,” said Vacca. “My en-
tire district has some of
the longest commutes in
the city.”

If you look at docu-
ments prepared by trans-
portation advocates, areas
in the east Bronx, Staten
Island and parts of Queens
are referred to as ‘trans-
portation deserts,” and yet
these far-flung parts of the
city have taxpayers just
like anywhere else, said
Vacca. The city should

vice to Ferry Point Park,
the councilman said.

“I am just not giving up
on this, and that is that,”
he added.

Part of the argument
made to NYCEDC by the
local leaders was that
the borough is being un-
deserved with only one
planned stop while other
boroughs already have or
will have several ports,
said Kaufman.

Another argument
made on behalf of the
Throggs Neck and Ferry
Point community is that
with the opening of the new
golf course and new malls,
ferry service at Ferry
Point Park would help alle-
viate increased auto traf-
fic, Kaufman added.

“It is a perfect fit,” he
said of the ferry service in
the park.

It would benefit both

patrons of the new Trump
Golf Links at Ferry Point,
he added.

“It would be perfect for
people coming from Man-
hattan could use the ferry
instead of a car to get (to
the golf course), and also
our people would have
a ferry ride to Manhat-
tan or other areas of New
York City which would be
a more pleasant ride to get
to work,” he said.

The response from the
corporation was not totally
negative, and it was some-
thing that NYCEDC hoped
that the Trump Organiza-
tion would get involved in,
said Kaufman.

The goal is to create a
happy marriage between
Trump and NYCEDC to
bring a dedicated ferry
line to the park, he added.

OneargumentNYCEDC
made against the Ferry
Point Park proposal was
that the water where a
ferry landing would have
to be situated was too shal-
low, said Kaufman, who
added that this could eas-
ily be solved by dredging.

How the ferry would be
paid for had not been dis-
cussed, and it was proba-
bly too soon to get into spe-
cifics, said Kaufman.

While the ferry would
have to make some kind of
profit, he said, it is not the
only concern, since other
parts of the city will have
much more ferry service,
even with the new line to
be added.

“Our argument is that
even if it cannot make
a profit, we should have
the ferry service and we
should not be discrimi-
nated against,” said Kauf-
man.

NYCEDC did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment as of press time.

A representative from
the Trump Organization
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Crossroads Plaza is one of the many new developments slated for our borough.
Photo courtesy of the Borough President’s Office

Diaz: The Bronx is the place to be
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these years and the Bronx
has topped last year’s re-
cord of 63% unsubsidized
units with a total of 69%
unsubsidized units this
year.

This represents 2,547
unsubsidized units out of a
total of 3,697 housing units
developed last year.

Last year’s noteworthy
commercial developments
included 15 new retail
stores, three restaurants,
a TD Bank in Parkchester,
a Hotel Hampton Inn and
a boutique in Highbridge,
four storage facilities, five
warehouses, an auto laun-
dry, and two gas stations.

Residential highlights
detailed were four 1-family
houses, 44 2-family houses,
20 3-family houses, 81 mul-
tifamily buildings includ-
ing six supportive housing
buildings, and 98 altera-
tions.

report included a new
natatorium for River-
dale Country School, P.S.
317, Children’s Aid Soci-
ety College Prep Charter
School, the Metropoli-
tan Lighthouse Charter
School, Fordham Univer-
sity’s Faber Hall and Loy-
ola Hall, a new building
at Bronx Community Col-
lege, Bronx Council on the
Arts Gallery, MTA train-
ing facility, NYPD train-
ing facility, St. Barnabas
Hospital building, and a
mosque in Van Nest.

The report’s ‘Top Ten
Projects by Total Invest-
ment in 2014’ included Riv-
erdale Country School’s
Natatorium for $100 mil-
lion, Melrose Site C: 203-
unit mixed use and 59-unit
supportive housing with
HDC/HPD financing for
$91 million, 134-unit multi-
family building with HDC
financing for $58 million,

funding for $55 million,
$49,399,000 for P.S. 317,
136-unit supportive hous-
ing and 200-bed homeless
shelter with HPD/DHS fi-
nancing for $34 million,
$33,670,450 for a 150-unit
multifamily with HDC fi-
nancing, 60-unit HIV sup-
portive housing with HPD
financing for $27 million,
and Children’s Aid Soci-
ety College Prep Charter
School for $27 million.
“This is truly an excit-
ing time to visit, work,
live and do business in
the Bronx. Since 2009, our
borough has seen a trans-
formation, with more than
$7 billion invested on im-
proving the quality of life
of all Bronxites, building
more and better affordable
housing units, greener
business infrastructure
and creating thousands of
new jobs,” said Marlene
Cintron, Bronx Overall

give every consideration Bronx commuters looking was not available for com- Institutional develop- 149-unit supportive hous- Economic  Development
to bringing water taxi ser- to reach Manhattan, and ment. ments described in the ingwithDOMHand HASA Corporation president.
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CB 10 hears developer s hardship plea

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Community Board 10 heard
a developer’s hardship plea with
regards to a vacant parcel in Lo-
cust Point last week.

After being rescheduled several
times, CB 10’s Housing and Zoning
Committee heard the plans for new
homes near Hammond Cove on
Wednesday, February 25. The de-
veloper is listed on documents as
John Comer.

The developer indicated his
plan is to build 5 two-family
homes on Longstreet Avenue
where only two homes are al-
lowed under the present zoning.
He is seeking a variance.

An attorney presented the
committee with the information,
with no vote taken. In order to ob-
tain the variance, plans need to
be filed before the Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals.

If this happens, CB 10 would
like to have a public hearing in
the Locust Point community, said
Ken Kearns, the board’s district
manager.

“His central argument is that
if he is not allowed to build five
houses, he can’t recover his in-
vestment, but that is everybody’s
argument” said Kearns. “It is not

This vacant land, on an undeveloped part of Longstreet Avenue in Locust Point, may see five two-family homes, if a devel-
Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

oper's plans are approved.

an innovative argument.”

The site, situated so close to
the cove that pilings would be
required, is along an undevel-
oped part of Longstreet Avenue
between Glennon and Hatting
places.

It would require a new street
in front of the homes, sewer con-
nections, and would have to com-
ply with city resiliency require-

ments for new construction near
the waterfront.

Since the required infra-
structure improvements are sub-
stantial he wishes to build more
to spread the costs over more
homes.

Kearns said that the board
viewed the hardship claim with
skepticism.

“That is everybody’s argu-

ROLL OVER YOUR
CURRENT IRA

OR START
SOMETHING NEW.

We believe that savings is the key to success, and we

want to help you develop a steady plan to save for your
retirement. Open a 30-month IRA CD with the bank you
trust with just $500, and let us take care of the savings.

Visit your local branch or call 877-417-6547 for details.

*Minimum deposit of $500 is required to open a certificate. Stated Annual Percentage Yield's (APY's) are effective as of February 23, 2015.
Offer may be withdrawn at anytime. Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees may reduce earnings. Other fees and restrictions may apply.

ment,” he said. “That is why the
Board of Standards and Appeals
exist.”

Mary Jane Musano, a meet-
ing attendee who is a Waterbury-
LaSalle Community Associa-
tion board member, said that the
surrounding communities are
watching this development be-
cause they feel it will set a prece-
dent for builders in nearby neigh-

\/

30 MONTH IRA CD

1.50*
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@ SRII\%S BANK
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borhoods.

“He is asking for all sorts of
variances and I don’t think he
deserves any of them,” said Mu-
sano, who added she feels the de-
veloper should accept the results
of his decisions and not ask the
community to bail him out.

The plans that were presented
at CB 10 seemed identical to those
the developer presented to the Lo-
cust Point Civic Association late
last year, said the organization’s
president Joe Donovan. If there
were any differences, they were
minor, technical details, he said.

“The community  board
wanted to hear what (the devel-
oper) had to say,” he said. “They
wanted clarification on the exact
variances he is going to be look-
ing for.”

The board was told that mul-
tiple variances would be sought,
including those for setback and
permitted square footage, said
Donovan.

“The tone I got is that the
board did not seem to have a fa-
vorable opinion of the request,”
said Donovan, adding he does not
see the plan gaining community
support, at least in the form it was
presented.
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New Pelham Bay
restaurant already a hit

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

Italian and seafood restaurants
aren’t hard to find in the Bronx. How-
ever, a new establishment has already
proved that it stands out.

DaFranco & Tony Ristorante, lo-
cated at 2815 Middletown Road near
Westchester Avenue and the Middle-
town Road IRT train station, has been
open for just over three months and
has already been awarded for its de-
licious cuisine and romantic atmo-
sphere.

The restaurant, which officially
opened on Wednesday, December 3,
came to fruition when brothers Frank
and Tony Hasanramaj considered
opening an Italian restaurant.

They were already partners of
Frank’s Pizza on 2823 Middletown
Road, just up the block from the res-
taurant, a pizzeria that has been open
for 15 years.

In time, it came to Frank and
Tony’s attention that a location just up

familiar faces that we saw in the piz-
zeria,” said Frank, who was born in
Kosova and moved to the United States
when he was 17. “We’ve also seen cus-
tomers travel in from Manhattan and
Westchester, which is a great sign for
potential future expansion.”

Hasanramaj went on to mention
that in the short time that the restau-
rant has been open, it has received vis-
its from the Bronx’s big names, such
as Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.,
Councilman James Vacca and presi-
dent of the Throggs Neck Merchants
Association, Steve Kaufman. He ex-
plained that once the winter months
pass he will open up the backyard pa-
tio to give customers more space and
seating options.

“We have received a lot of support
since we opened and we hope our cus-
tomers keep coming back for all occa-
sions,” he said.

One of the biggest restaurant occa-
sions of the year, Valentine’s Day, was

tive feedback and support from the community.

Dafranco & Tony Ristorante, which opened just three months ago, has already received tons of posi-

Community News Group/Steven Goodstein

Romantic Restaurant by restaurant owner of Tasty Ladies NY.

“I love the Bronx - we have the best
restaurants with the best variety of
cuisine and I love to promote them,”
she said.

the block from the pizzeria had space
available.

“The best thing about this restau-
rant’s location is that we see so many

a huge hit at the new eatery. For the
holiday, DaFranco & Tony Ristorante
was full, and led to the restaurant be-
ing acknowledged as February’s Most

reviewer Tasty Ladies NY.

“The food is excellent and it’s a
great new restaurant for the area,”
said Bailey Provetto, founder and

Jacobi Medical Center Auxiliary, Inc. and
Friends of North Central Bronx Hospital (Auxiliary), Inc.
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New York Yankees Tickets
Raffle for 4 Legends Seat Tickets to a 2015 Season Game *
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(Last day for online ticket purchase is Friday, March 6th)
Part-time hours so please call 718-519-4746 first.

Tickets donated by the Girardis.
Proceeds benefit the Hospital Auxiliaries’ humanitarian work
and provide for enhanced patient care.
For more info: 718-918-4203 or 718-918-4879
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Snow clogs White Plains
Road municipal parking lot

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

Most of a public municipal
parking lot on White Plains Road
is still covered with snow from
the winter’s storms.

The White Plains Road Munic-
ipal Parking Field, located on 2071
White Plains Road between Ma-
ran Place and Brady Avenue, still
has yet to be plowed or shoveled
after NYC received an accumula-
tion of over two feet (and count-
ing) of snow this winter.

The 35,000 square foot parking
lot, which currently holds 93 cars,
including five handicap spots, is
purposed for half-hour Muni me-
ter parking and monthly parking,
the latter of which requires a per-
mit.

Half the spaces are reserved
for permit parking and its these
vehicles that are preventing the
lot from being plowed because
they don’t have to move for up to
amonth.

“Every winter, for years, I see
this same occurrence take place,”
said Elaine Feder, treasurer for

the Pelham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Assocation.

Feder, who is a longtime Pel-
ham Parkway resident, also ex-
plained that the DOT and/or the
Sanitation Department needs to
take control of the situation and
remove the snow before it turns to
ice. “Somebody needs to take re-
sponsibility,” Feder added.

According to neighborhood
businesses, since the lot is out of
commission, parking is at a pre-
mium on White Plains Road and
nearby streets.

“The fact that this municipal
parking lot has not been cleared
of snow has caused an issue for
drivers looking to park in the lot
as well as drivers looking to park
on the street,” said Joe Thomp-
son, who works across the street
as executive director of the White
Plains Road Business Improve-
ment District.

“This issue definitely affects
us (the BID) because when drivers
can’t park in the municipal park-
ing lot, they use up the limited

street parking.”

Thompson has been trying to
add more parking spaces in the
White Plains Road Municipal
Parking Field for years along with
Community Board 11, but the pro-
cess has been difficult, since resi-
dents living in nearby apartments
have complained of exhaust and
gas emissions from pre-parked
cars in the past.

“Sanitation groups have main-
tained the White Plains Road
strip, and have done a great job
clearing the area of snow after
each storm,” said Thompson. “It’s
harder to clear the snow from a
municipal parking lot when the
lot isn’t empty of cars. If there was
a way that the city could commu-
nicate with the lot’s permit hold-
ers about when they should move
their cars during a snowstorm,
clearing this lot would prove to be
alot easier.”

The DOT did not return re-

quests for comment. A majority of the White Plains Road Municipal Parking Field still hasn't been
Additional reporting contrib- plowed or shoveled weeks after multiple snowstorms hit the Bronx
uted by Robert Wirsing Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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" My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home CGare has the solution! COPAP Program

ol Why CDPAP?

Our Consumer Directed

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.

* Friends < Family < Neighbors

t = o
| . ) No Certificate Needed

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

NWOOD'SANILXad MMM



WWW.BXTIMES.COM

BRONX WEEKLY MARCHS8,2015 8

Bronx Chambers Awards Bauquet
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The Bronx Chamber of Commerce held its 15th annual Scholarship Banquet and Bronx Centennial Banquet. Special guests includ-
ed former Mayor David Dinkins, acclaimed actor Danny Aiello, and many international, federal, state and city officials. Honorees
were Bronx Lebanon Hospital receiving the Longevity Award, Monroe College taking home the Education Award, Macy's receiving
the Trailblazer Award and the late Alfredo Thiebaud, who was posthumously honored with the Humanitarian Award.

A posthumous award was presented to Al-

| Actor Danny Aiello performed a half dozen
fredo Thiebaud's daughter. tunes for the Chamber dinner attendees.
Photo by Patrcio Rabayo Photo by Patrcio Rabayo

Former Mayor David Dinkins receives his award from Joseph Kelleher (r), chamber chair-
man, and Lenny Caro (I), chamber president. Photo by Patrcio Rabayo
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Come shopping for great values at Throggs Neck Shopping Center— S;;;'l- = ml's'
conveniently located just off the Hutchinson River Parkway with i
entrances on Lafayette Avenue and the Hutchinson River Parkway MET'ﬁ"ﬂﬂFﬂEE
service road. With more than 650 FREE parking spaces, 300,000 Friwias
square feet of retail space, major national brands, restaurants and _ Vil
) i - A FAMOUS
more, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. . & footwear
FIVE GUYS
BURGERS and FRIES
.. Doctors
r:i'ﬂE:lll:r.lr«uss

URGEMNT CARE
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Manhattan

Asphalt Green

555 East 90th Street
New York, NY 10128
646-981-2261
www.asphaltgreen.org

Gonstruction Kids
718-522-2902
www.constructionkids.com

Surprise Lake

307 7th Avenue

New York, NY 10001
212-924-3131
www.surpriselake.org

Staten 1sland

FasTracKids

www.ftkny.com

Long Island

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road
Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
www.luhisummercamps.org

Rockland
County

Camp Ramaquois
30 Mountain Road
Pomona, NY 10970
845-354-1600

CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY |

Brooklyn

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Beth Elohim Summer Day Camp
274 Garfield PL., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-3814
congregationbethelohim.org/camp

Brooklyn Urban Garden School
500 19th St., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-280-9556
www.bugsbrooklyn.org

Gonstruction Kids
718-522-2902
www.constructionkids.com

FasTracKids

www.ftkny.com

Kane Street Synagogue

235 Kane St., Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-875-1550
www.kanestreet.org

Mill Basin Day Camp

5945 Strickland Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-351-6200
www.millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp

694 5th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-788-7732
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

PAC Camps
1500 Paerdegat Ave. North, Brooklyn, NY 11236
718-209-1010 x159

www.pacplex.com

Piper Theatre Workshops
718-768-3195
www.pipertheatre.org

Shorefront YM-YWHA
3300 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-646-1444

www.shorefronty.org

Ume Ume Music + Arts
319 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
718-768-0800
WWw.umeumearts.com

White Bird Productions

Creative Theatrics
718-398-3658
www.whitebirdproductions.org

Xaverian Sports Camps
718-836-7100 x118
www.xaverian.org

Queens

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
WWW.aviatorsports.com

Breezy Point Surf Club
718-634-2500
www.nybreezypoint.com

Christ the King Summer Camp
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379
www.christtheking.com

The Kew Forest School
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-268-4667 x108
www.kewforest.org

Queens Zoo
800-433-4149
WWW.WCS. org/summer—camps

Samuel Field Y Day Camp
718-225-6750 x261 or x264
WWW.SfySummercamps.org

Silver Gull Beach Club
718-634-1500
www.nysilvergull.com




Drive for Albanian flood victims

BY JAIME WILLIAMS

As you gear up for spring
cleaning, consider clearing
out your closet for a cause.

Three local organizations
have teamed up for a cloth-
ing drive to benefit victims of
flooding in Albania.

The Albanian American
Open Hand Association, the
Pelham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Association, and the

Flooded street in Darzeze village, Albania, on February 7. Thousands of army, police and emergency
personnel have evacuated hundreds of families and helped others survive in the difficult conditions.
AP Photo/Hektor Pustina

Albanian American Women
Hope & Peace Organization
have partnered to send aid
to Albanians whose posses-
sions were destroyed in the
wake of heavy rain.

“These people lost every-
thing,” said Aleksander Nilaj
of the Albanian American
Open Hand Association.

During the first week in
February, flooding left about

42,000 acres under water in
four southern districts in
Albania, causing more than
600 families to be evacuated,
according to reports from
the Associated Press. Two
women died from flooding
and cold weather, and resi-
dents lost about 3,500 sheep
and cattle.

“These people are in des-
perate circumstances,” said

Andrea Siegel of the PPNA.

“It’s good to help people
living in those conditions,”
said Mimoza Dajci, of the
women’s organization.

The groups are collect-
ing clothing and toiletries
to send to Caritas Albania, a
Catholic humanitarian orga-
nization.

The organization will
hand out clothing to those

in need, said Nilaj, and his

contacts there will send back
photographs of the distribu-
tion.

The groups are planning
to come together to pack up
the goods near the end of
March.

This is not the first time
the PPNA and the Open
Hand Association have col-
laborated to provide aid. Last
year they sent 125 boxes, with
at least 4,000 1bs. of clothing,
to Bosnia after a similar ca-
tastrophe.

“We try to help whoever is
really wanting at the time,”
said Siegel.

In the spirit of lending a
helping hand, the organiza-
tions will continue to accept
clothing donations, as well

(I-r) Edith Blitzer of the Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association;
Mimoza Dajci of the Albanian Amercian Women Hope and Peace Or-
ganization; Aleksander Nilaj of the Albanian American Open Hand
Association and Andrea Siegel of PPNA.

Community News Group / Jaime Williams

as toiletries and canned food,
well after the drive for Alba-
nia ends.

They want the effort to be
ongoing, in order to collect
aid for those in need closer
to home, said Edith Blitzer,
president of the PPNA.

“You don’t have to wait for
an emergency,” she said.

There are many local
drop off points for the drive
including Senator Jeff Klein
and Assemblyman Mark

Gjonaj’s office at 2018 Wil-
liamsbridge Road, Council-
man James Vacca’s office
at 3040 E. Tremont Avenue,
Councilman Ritchie Torres’s
office at 573 E. Fordham Road
and the Apple Bank for Sav-
ings at 626 Pelham Parkway
during business hours.

For other drop off loca-
tions or hours, contact Nilaj
at (718) 913-2151, Blitzer at
(917) 826-4410, or Dajci at (917)
645-7452.

Bronx Faces and Voices highlights “70s recollections

BY JAIME WILLIAMS

Stories of the Bronx
in the 1970s often fo-
cus on the borough as a
symbol of urban decay.

But a new Dbook,
Bronx Faces and Voices:
Sixteen Stories of Cour-
age and Community, fo-
cuses on the people who
played a positive role in
that era of the borough’s
history.

The book, recently
published by Texas
Tech University Press,
is a collection of oral
histories told to Emita
Hill in the early 1980s.
Hill and her collabora-
tor Janet Munch spoke
at the Bartow-Pell Man-
sion on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 26 as part of the
museum’s local author
spotlight series.

The original oral
histories were collected
as part of the Bronx Re-
gional History Project,
directed by Hill when
she was a professor at

Lehman College.

More than 400 oral
histories, in addition to
photographs and other
documents, were col-
lected and archived as
part of the project. Hill
herself conducted 30 in-
terviews about Bronx-
ite’s experiences before
and during the 1970s.

Hill left Lehman Col-
lege after 20 years for
University of Indiana
Kokomo in 1990, but
said the conversations
she had with Bronx-
ites through the project
stuck with her.

“I had never forgot-
ten these stories,” said
Hill.

The project sought
out community leaders
and activists, and Hill
said that her interview
subjects would often
lead her to other indi-
viduals she would not
have found on her own.

“They were guiding
me to interesting people

who were not making
headlines,” said Hill.

Their stories illus-
trate a strong sense
of community during
a relatively unstable
time.

“These were the peo-
ple that didn’t leave,”
said Hill. “These were
good people protect-
ing their communities,
protecting each other
through the worst of
it.”

Nearly 30 years af-
ter the oral histories
were initially docu-
mented and archived,
Hill decided she wanted
to share them with a
larger audience.

She organized 16 of
her most interesting
interviews with activ-
ists, religious leaders
and politicians—edited
with a light hand—into
the publication.

“l wasn’t writing a
book, I was document-
ing memories,” said

Hill of the process.

And while the sto-
ries she’s documented
are deeply personal,
they are also of historic
value.

In order to create
a book that would be
useful to academics,

Hill collaborated with
Munch, an associate
professor and special
collections librarian at
Lehman College.

Using Lehman Col-

BRONX
FACES &
VOICES

lege’s archives, Munch

wrote the extensive, il-
luminating footnotes
that add context to the
subjects’ stories.

“I was able to draw
on all the resources we
have,” she said. “The
oral histories that are
in the book are just part
of the collection.”.

“It takes you back in
time,” said Munch.

Bronx Faces and
Voices is available in
print and as an e-book
through Amazon.com.

Emita Brady Hill and Janet Butler Munch discussed their book, Bronx
Faces & Voices: Sixteen Stories of Courage and Community, at the Bar-
tow-Pell Mansion Museum's local author spotlight series

Courtesy of Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum
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Orchid Show opens at New York Botanical Garden
Everyone's favorite event, the Orchid Show, opened at the New York Botanical Garden on February 28. The exhibit, ‘The Orchid Show:
Chandeliers,” transforms the galleries of the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory into a breath-taking collage of vibrant color.
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‘Notorious’ VN property has new management

BY ROBERT WIRSING

A notorious Van Nest
building may be heading to-
wards redemption.

For years, 1663 Garfield
Street has been a public nui-
sance to the area’s residents.

Local residents refer to
the building as a crime den
where trespassers have un-
restricted access.

In late 2012, a male teen-
ager armed with a loaded
semi-automatic pistol was
apprehended on its rooftop.

The building has been
neglected by its owner and
property manager, Erik
Clayton, since ownership
changed hands in 2011, ac-
cording to Councilman
Ritchie Torres.

That same year, the NYC
Housing Preservation and
Development placed the pro-
gram in a protective housing
code enforcement program.

Councilman Torres and
his office convinced HPD
to continue inspecting 1663
Garfield Street and pursue
an Article 7A proceeding,
which would have placed the
property in the hands of a

court-appointed administra-
tor.

“I am proud to have suc-
cessfully persuaded the De-
partment of Housing Pres-
ervation and Development to
pursue a 7A administrative
proceeding against the most
notorious slumlord in Van
Nest. The appointment of an
administrator shows that
city government can suc-
cessfully advocate for ten-
ants when landlords aban-
don their responsibilities,”
the councilman said.

The Article 7A program
aims to repair buildings in
such catastrophic disrepair
that its condition is deemed
dangerous to tenant’s lives,
health or safety.

All restorative respon-
sibilities are transferred
from the owner to a court-
appointed overseer.

A building can be nomi-
nated for a 7A by HPD rec-
ommendation or tenant
petition. To qualify, every
apartment must have at least
two serious violations.

Upon nomination, a hous-
ing court judge may appoint

private administrators to
manage the property if it
meets the ‘abandoned’ and
‘dangerous’ criterion.

Exempting constant re-
corded instances of main-
tenance failure, housing
judges may allow the owner
a final chance to make the
necessary repairs.

Once assigned, the 7A ad-
ministrator is required to
utilize all rent rolls to make
repairs. The administrator
is also permitted to raise
rents to cover the cost of the
improvements.

The Garfield Street build-
ing has only six units.

According to HPD, there
are 89 open violations on the
property, approximately 15
violations per unit.

The court case’s success
marks a clear victory in
protecting the rights of 1663
Garfield Street’s residents.

Bernadette Ferrara, Van
Nest Neighborhood Asso-
ciation vice president and
longtime Van Nest resident,
explained that VNNA had
the councilman visit this
building during a commu-

NY Yankee Leadership winners

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Youth from the east Bronx
were honored for their volun-
teerism and sense of commu-
nity.

As it is throughout the
borough, the winners of the
New York Yankee Youth
Leadership Awards in com-
munity boards 10 and 11 vol-
unteer in their schools and
neighborhoods.

Martin Prince, CB 10
chairman, said that these
young men and women are
following a tradition of ser-
vice to the community.

“The most basic way to
help is through volunteer
service, which shows com-
mitment to a community and
acause,” said Prince. “We are
always going to need people
who can speak for the com-
munity and themselves.”

Five young people were
presented with awards, in-
cluding a $750 check, on Mon-
day, February 23 in a cere-
mony at CB10.

Madeline Bonsignore
from Preston High School;
Gabriel Cuilan of Truman
High School; Jason Alexan-

CB 10 winners (front, I-r) William Mendez accepting for his son, Ja-
son Jenkins, Madeline Bonsignore, Gabriel Cuilan and Joel Rivas .
Photo by Walter Pofeldt

dre Jenkins, Salesian High
School; William Mendez of
Monsignor Scanlan High
School and Joel Rivas from
Lehman High School were
honored.

At Community Board
11, community associations
nominate the winners.

The civic-minded youth
were presented with their
checks and certificates at the
board general board meeting
on Tuesday, February 26.

Taking home honors were
Grace Correa, Allerton Av-
enue Home Owners and Ten-
ants Association; Danielle
Giocondo, Morris Park Com-
munity Association; Andrew
Melillo, North East Bronx
Association and Stephanie
Russell, Parkside Resident
Council.

According to informa-
tion furnished to the Bronx
Times, Bonsignore is a Con-
fraternity of Christian Doc-
trine teacher at St. Clare’s
Church and a member of the
Preston Student Team Am-
bassador Recruitment pro-
gram. She is in her junior
year.
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Located in Van Nest, 1663 Garfield Street is known to many as crime plagued.

Photo by Walter Pofeldt

nity tour.

“His speciality is in hous-
ing and we made it a point
for him to visit this building.
We have children that live on
that block, “ Ferrara said.

Ferrara, a Community

Board 11 board member rep-
resenting Van Nest, added
that the community is re-
ceptive to the administra-
tor, who is welcome to attend
VNNA’s monthly meetings
at the Monsignor Fiorentino

Apartments.

“We would like to see this
administrator be more pro-
active with the community

and help raise the quality of

life here in Van Nest,” she
expressed.

Community Board 11's winners are pictured: (front, I-r) Correa, Russell, Melillo, and Giocondo.
Community News Group \ Photo by Parick Rocchio

Cuilian attended a trip
protesting gun violence and
tutored younger children at
the Young Achievers After
School program in 2013 and
2014.

Jenkins, a sophomore,
volunteers at a food pantry
where he prepares and dis-
tributes food. He is also a
math and science tutor for
younger students.

Mendez is a math tutor at
Scanlan’s Peer Instructional
Network, does clean-up and
tree planting with the Bronx
River Alliance and is an as-
sistant to clergy and commu-

nity at Holy Cross Church.

Rivas took part in a three-
day renovation of a Periv-
uan school, and was a soup
kitchen volunteer in 2011 and
2012. He is a tour guide for
Hatian college students in
New York City.

Correa is a volunteer at
a Veterans Administration
hospital and with the Aller-
ton Avenue Home Owners
and Tenants Association.

Giocondo completed
many hours of service at CB
11 and she also received a
leadership award from the
New York City Commission

on Women’s Issues.

Melillo volunteered at CB
11, dealing with everything
from office walk-ins to assist-
ing the district manager with
on-site visits.

Russell serves as amentor
for Peer Group Connection at
Lehman High School where
she works to inspire younger
children to become engaged
leaders.

As part of the awards, the
youth will take part in an on-
the-field ceremony at Yankee
Stadium at one of the New
York Yankee games this sea-
son.
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i BRONX Weekly classifieds

To Advertise Call: 718-260-2555 - classified@cnglocal.com

Deadline: 4pm Thursday

To Place Your Ad
> EMPLOYMENT & SERVICE DIRECTORY L it
> SALES ‘ > SALES ‘ > SALES > MEDICAL ‘ > MEDICAL > MEDICAL > MEDICAL > HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED | HELP WANTED
CATERING

DIGITAL RECRUITMENT ADVERTISING
SALES ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

CNG (Community News Group) is currently seeking a Digital

Recruitment Advertising Sales Account Executive.

In this role, you will sell digital and print recruitment advertising campaigns

with an emphasis on digital recruitment advertising.

You will custom craft advertising campaigns that contain successful
components of digital online verticals, such as custom search, resume-

matching.

You will also have the ability to work with additional sectors for both digital and
print marketing opportunities such as real estate and other service sectors.

RESPONSIBILITIES

« |dentify client needs, communicate the
benefits of our audience-based marketing
solutions as they relate to each need and
then sell the appropriate campaign.

* Negotiate contracts.

QUALIFICATIONS

 Sales experience.

 Understanding of digital media platforms
and be digitally savvy.

* Proficient in sales calling including up-
selling, appointment setting and cold calling.

» Manage day-to-day activities using a CRM e Ability to work through objections/

system.
* Meet or exceed revenue expectations.

POSITION OFFERS

Base salary plus commission, 401 K, Paid Vacation and medical

concerns regarding costs, budgets and
selling strategies.

Please send your resume and cover letter to: epechenaya@cnglocal.com

e Sl

Community News Group

CNG/NYCCM IS AN EOE

>MEDICAL > MEDICAL
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

N
COMMUNITY
MEDIA

> MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

IMMEDIATE
WORK AVAILABLE
CERTIFIED HHA'S / PCA'S
BRONX / MANHATTAN

QUEENS / BROOKLYN
Certified Bilingual
H.H.A'S & PCA'S Also Welcome
Sign On Bonus Upon Hire
For All Certified Aides

« Paid Vacation » Referral Bonus
« Paid In-Service + 401K

EOE
FAMILY AIDES, INC.

TO REGISTER, CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

Bronx 718-741-9535

Queens 718-429-6565

Home Health Aides

Personal Care Aides
Live-In’s FT/PT Positions
Immediate Hire! Choose your hours.

Great hourly & live-in cases.
Excellent Vacation & Holiday pay!

Very busy upscale
catering facility seeks:
e Banquet Servers
e Bartenders
* Lobby Greeters
IMMEDIATE HIRE!
Call 914-633-8221

gguarnieri@thesurfclu-
bonthesound.com

To Advertise Here

PRIME CARE, Inc.
56 W. 45 St, Rm. 1404I,1I‘\I=YC Call “lﬁmﬂﬁ
212-944-0244 Fax 718-260-2540
>»MOVERS- > MOVERS-

PAY
MORE?

CALL
NOw!

To Advertlss Here
Call F18-2560-2555 O

- 4

HOME HEALTH AIDES!

EXCELLENT PAY
FREE Training Classes

Classes Start March 9 in
Queens, Hempstead, White Plains

CLASSES COMING SOON TO BROOKLYN

NEW HIGHER PAY RATES

HHA’s with Certificates
Immediate Work in All Areas
+ Special Bonus Program*

GREAT . 1§
BENEFITS § :
Health Insurance 5 I
Vacation Pay, Sick Pay, | |
Personal Pay [

Full Time ¢ Part Time
Weekends '\ Y
All Shifts - All Locations :

Certified Home Health Agency Bonus program
Bronx/Westchester 914-470-9927
Brooklyn 718-947-3691  Queens 718-947-3671
Suffolk 631-729-2383

g
N

* Call us for
complete details

Nassau 516:634-2115
www.ablehealthcare.com

CERTIFIED HHA’s

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS!!!
FOR MALE & FEMALE HHA’s
Queens, Brooklyn, Manhattan,
Bronx, Nassau

$250 SIGN-ON BONUS
FOR LIVE-INS*
STARTING PAY $10/HR
HOLIDAYS & OVERTIME PAY
REFERRAL BONUSES
WELLNESS PLAN*
HIP INSURANCE
METRO CARDS PROVIDED*

ATTENDING HOME CARE
718-940-4900
1125 Fulton Street
Brooklyn, NY 11238

* Inquire for Details

CNA’S & HHA’S
Bronx & Manhattan
IMMEDIATE
Long Term Care
631-979-7823

allstaffagency @
optonline.net

HOME HEALTH
AIDES

NYS CERTIFIED HHA
F/T ENGLISH SPEAKING
& F/T SPANISH SPEAKING

CASES AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
INTHE 5 BOROS
LIVE IN & LIVE OUT
ALL SHIFTS
EXCELLENT PAY
MEDICAL BENEFITS
LIFE INSURANCE

APPLY IN PERSON OR
CALL MON-THURSDAY 9:30-5

COMMUNITY HOME CARE
REFERRAL SERVICE, INC.

3920-13th AVE, COR. 40th ST
BROOKLYN, NY

718-435-8555

2-10 Strong Men w/Vans &
Trucks. No Job Too Small
MOVING SUPPLIES PROVIDED

Free Est., LOW RATES. N.Y. DOT 35314
U.S. DOT 1073953 Lic/Ins.

RUBBISH REMOVAL AVAILABLE

“

D"

=¥ 5 C
[ |

> LEGAL DIR

ATTORNEY

77

Law Office of MIGHAEL 0. ADEYEMI

Experienced, Personal Attention
& Real Solutions
{Over 20 years of Legal Experience in New York State)
« Accident Cases (automobile, train and bus,
slip & fall on premises, construction accidents)
« Police Brutality Cases
« Givil & Commercial Litigation
* Immigration (Green Card, Work Permit
and Deportation Cases)
: * Real Estate
26 Gourt Street, Suite 1708, Brooklyn, NY 11242
Call: 718-243-2862 for appointment

Real Estate Sections
For more Options on
Rentals, Sales, Condos and Apt.

SHOPPING
INOUR
CLASSIFEIEDS




State-supported tax pre

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

There is an alternative
way for residents in the
Bronx, the city and the
state of New York to file
their taxes - affordably,
safely and in a timely
fashion.

On Wednesday, Febru-
ary 18, Governor Cuomo
announced the launch of
an expanded network of
free tax filing assistance
sites across New York,
which includes the open-
ing of three FSA, or fa-
cilitated self-assisted, tax
preparation locations in
the Bronx.

The three locations
include Eastchester Li-
brary, 1385 E. Gun Hill
Road, Melrose Library,
910 Morris Avenue and
Mott Haven Library, 321
E. 140th Street, just off of
Alexander Avenue.

Each of the state’s FSA
sites, which are staffed
by the State Department
of Taxation and Finance
tax experts, who are IRS-
trained and certified, are
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= Theradars | e ey
hlfealer tiiies - Jiips
38 F (un Bl Fied
iora, WY 0408

ﬂl,',lli',m,li'l'l
Spwich 2 0t - 100

[F18 CEBEn10

Mdairoan | ey (South Bronr) Wonzres
10 Marin At Bating 22
R, MY 10451 e + 10pem
Saseith Sulurdays

94, 47, 5, 0, A

T - & (Tpm
Mot Havers Libwary (S B Turadeys [ BT
31 Easl 1400 Bt [ Mioeirecher Jov] | - 04
B, WY 10484 e - Epm

A chart of the locations, dates and times of each FSA session taking place in the Bronx, along with
language assistance. Contact information is also included.
Photo courtesy of the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance

available to residents and
families who earned less
than a household gross in-
come of $60,000 last year.
Last year, more than
70% of the 10 million
New Yorkers filed their

taxes with a tax preparer,
which is both expensive
and risky, considering
that a tax filing can cost
hundreds of dollars and
that not all ‘tax prepar-
ers’ are registered with

RAIN to repay misused Medicaid program funds

From Page 1

ment of Health to fund programs like
those run by RAIN and other service
providers.

The Department of Investigation ini-
tiated the investigation, which was later
referred to the state, said a attorney gen-
eral spokeswoman.

The money used to pay the mortgage
was part of programming funds, and
was designated for an affiliate, RAIN
Home Attendant Services.

“Nonprofits cannot be used as the
personal piggy banks of their manage-
ment, “said Schneiderman. “This orga-
nization wrongly diverted taxpayer dol-
lars meant to help the elderly to pay off a
mortgage on a vacant building.”

In a statement, Anderson Torres,
RAIN'’s chief executive officer, said that
the organization was pleased to put this
behind it.

“The settlement resolves matters be-
tween RAIN, the New York Attorney
General and the New York City Human
Resources Administration,” he said,
adding “Neither RAIN nor any of its cur-
rent officers, directors or employees vio-
lated any law or regulation.”

The investigation found that RAIN’s
former executive director, Louis
Vasquez, made the mortgage payments.

Vasquez was also the subject of a

separate DOI investigation that found
he improperly used a corporate Ameri-
can Express account to pay personal ex-
penses.

The DOI Investigation ended in the
Mayor’s Office of Contracts requiring
the reconstitution of RAIN’s board of
directors. Vasquez resigned as of Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and the new board was
ordered to repay any money used for
personal expenses.

As part of this settlement RAIN will
repay the nearly $800,000 used to make
the mortgage payments to Medicaid.

RAIN has ten Bronx based full-ser-
vice community senior centers and pro-
vides transportation services, home-de-
livered meals, assistance with benefits
and entitlements, case management and
elder abuse services, and a community-
based mobile meals program for seniors
and a homeless and hungry population.

With a reconstituted board in place,
and the settlement behind it, RAIN’s
CEO says the organization will continue
its mission, which it has pursued since
1964.

“RAIN is pleased to continue its mis-
sion of the past 50 years to serve the
needs of our city’s elderly and for social
activities, meals and health care,” said
Torres. “We appreciate the continued
support of the community at large.”

the IRS and the NY Tax
Department.

However, FSA sites en-
sure that tax payers can
now electronically file
their taxes safely with
the right assistance. Se-

lect FSA sites also offer
staff who can speak in
foreign languages, such a
Chinese, Spanish or Rus-
sian, which will greatly
benefit the city and state
immigrant population.
The FSA locations at the
Eastchester and Melrose
libraries offer staff fluent
in Spanish.

Appointments at all
FSA sites are recom-
mended, but walk-ins are
accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis.

“By helping hard-
working families and in-
dividuals file their taxes,
we’re ensuring that more
people can get their taxes
done on time and accu-
rately,” said Cuomo. “We
want to help cut down
on confusion - and by en-
hancing free access at
dozens of key assistance
centers across the state,
more families and indi-
viduals can maximize
their refund.”

The new FSA sites will
also compliment previ-

p sites open

ously-existing locations,
as well as previously-ex-
isting VITA, or Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance,
locations, which offer
free tax assistance to resi-
dents who earn $53,000
or less, people with dis-
abilities, the elderly and
limited English speaking
taxpayers.

Currently, thereare200
VITA locations through-
out the five boroughs, and
more than 800 locations
in New York State where
individuals can visit to
get their federal and state
returns e-filed for free.

“To support taxpayers,
we have many employee
volunteers helping New
Yorkers do their taxes ac-
curately at no cost,” said
Nonie Manion, executive
deputy commissioner of
the New York State De-
partment of Taxation and
Finance. “Not only do tax-
payers prepare their taxes
free of charge, but they’ll
learn how to do it them-
selves for future years.”
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Real Results!

The attorney general's investigation found that
Louis Vazquez, R.A.IN.s former executive di-
rector, improperly diverted state funds to make
mortgage payments on the organization's of-
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Ready to learn
more about
relapsing m

You and your loved one are invited to an
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some
answers about dealing with MS and information
on an oral treatment.

Frankie And Johnnie’s Pine Tavern Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462

Thursday, March 12, 2015 at 6:30 PM Eastern

EXPERT SPEAKERS

Rene Elkin, MD

MS Clinic Ryebrook

MS Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital
Rachael Stacom, NP

Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Centerr

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR284530 (1213428) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017
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