
BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx is building.
Simone Development recently 

announced that it will develop a 
mixed-use commercial endeavor 
on the currently state-owned 
property south of the Hutch Metro 
Center.

The 33-acre site at 1500 Waters 
Place is part of the Bronx Psychi-
atric Center campus, which is be-
ing consolidated by the New York 
State Offi ce of Mental Health into 
a smaller 43-acre campus by mid-
2015.

Empire State Development put 
out a request for proposals for the 
development in late 2013 and Si-
mone Development submitted the 
winning bid. 

According to ESD, the agree-
ment with the state—which is 
subject to a due diligence period 
and public approval process—is 
for approximately $16 million.

The company is excited to con-
tinue developing in the neighbor-
hood, said Guy Leibler, president 
of Simone Healthcare Develop-
ment.

“We have seen success here,” 
said Leibler. “And we believe in 
the Bronx.”

Much of the development 
will comprise of offi ce space for 
healthcare tenants, as well as 
other businesses and government 
agencies, similar to the Hutch 
Metro Center.

“We believe there is an estab-
lished infrastructure and need for 
continuing growth of the medical 
industry, in addition to business 
and government,” said Leibler.

Plans for the site also include a 
retail plaza, a 150-room hotel, and 
space for higher education—al-
though agreements with tenants 
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A rendering of Simone Development’s plans for the 33-acre site directly south of the Hutch Metro Center. This view looks 
southwest from the Hutchinson River Parkway. Courtesy of Simone Development

Continued on Page 4

BY JOHN COLLAZZI
It seems like it only started 

yesterday, but the Bronx Times 
Reporter will be celebrating its 
35th anniversary this week - 35 
years of championing the re-
surgence of the Bronx back to 
its former glory and rightful 
place in this dynamic city.

Besides the many great de-
velopments  this past year that 
have reshaped the borough for 
generations to come, the Bronx 
Times Reporter also was for-
tunate to be purchased by Jen-
nifer Goodstein, publisher of a 
group of downtown Manhattan 
weeklies, including the Chel-
sea News, Villager and the Gay 
City News, and Les Goodstein, 
the architect of the Commu-
nity Newspaper Group, which 
included the Bronx Times Re-
porter, as well as the Courier 
Life weeklies in Brooklyn and 
Times Ledger in Queens.

Early on, the Bronx Times 
Reporter set out to safeguard 
the image of the Bronx that 
was being sullied by the major 
press and even the other Bronx 
weeklies, a responsibility it 
has never forfeited.

Without a business plan, 
and only a couple of thousand 
dollars, Michael Benedetto, a 
school teacher, and now the 
assemblyman of the 82nd As-
sembly District, and John Col-
lazzi, a researcher for a mid-
town philatelic auction house, 
believed they could produce an 
optimistic publication that life-
long Bronxites would be proud 
to read. It quickly established 

Continued on Page 4

Parishioners’ try to save 116 year old St. Roch’s 
BY ROBERT WIRSING

After offering the Mott Ha-
ven community sanctuary for 116 
years, St. Roch’s Church is now in 
dire need of the very same follow-
ing a decision to merge the parish 
with another church in the area.  

Since this decision was an-
nounced, parishioners of St. 
Roch’s Church have been tire-
lessly engaging in a prayerful 
mission to save their house of 
worship from closure. 

Following the Archdiocese of 
New York’s ‘Making All Things 
New’ Church closure announce-
ment regarding this parish, St. 
Roch’s faithful launched a prayer 

vigil last month as part of their 
campaign. 

The vigil saw the construction 
of a prayer chain which offered 
petitions, prayers and memo-
ries associated with St. Roch’s 
Church.

Antonio Centeno, Jr., St. Roch’s 
Church volunteer and catechist, 
grew up in this community. 

He  attended St. Athanasius 
Church for most of his life, but 
changes in the church staffi ng 
caused him and his mother to 
seek a new house of worship.

“I’ve only been there for the 
last three years, but what I love 
about this church is the family 

feeling it has when you go inside. 
We are connected to this parish, 
this is what brings people to-
gether,” Centeno, Jr. expressed.

An administrator from St. 
Roch’s Church confi rmed that the 
parish is undergoing a transition 
period and has very few parishio-
ners which he cited as the main 
reason for the decision.

“We are praying that God can 
help the Archdiocese change 
their decision,” he said.

On Sunday, February 22, 
St. Roch’s held a Rosary prayer 
service asking for their parish 
to be spared of its looming Au-

Continued on Page 11
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A local legend known to 

all as ‘The Chief’ of the War-
riors Football Club is step-
ping down after 63 years of 
service. 

Jerome Demers, 76, has 
announced his retirement as 
head coach for the Warriors, 
a team he established back 
in his native Manhattan in 
1952. 

He explained that back 
then various blocks through-
out the city formed their own 
street football teams and all, 
including the Warriors, trav-
eled to Central Park to play.

In 1957, Demers moved to 
Pelham Bay and in the fol-
lowing year had the Warriors 
join the Bronx Umpires Asso-
ciation.

Having served 35 years 
as director of Parks and Rec-
reation, Demers brought this 
expertise with him to run the 
Warrior Football Club.

Demers’ community youth 
based services are also best 
illustrated in his establish-
ment of the very fi rst skate 
park in Mullaly Park which 
is still in operation. 

The Warriors Football 
Club promotes a safe and 
enjoyable character enrich-
ing sports program for boys 
and girls between fi ve and 
13-years of age. Winning is 
de-emphasized. 

As the decades pro-
gressed, the team witnessed 
many ebbs and fl ows regard-
ing interest in the sport. 

Demers, a graduate of Car-
dinal Hayes High School and 
Fordham University, cited 
the 1980s as a particular low 
point where interest in foot-
ball declined throughout the 
Bronx and the city due to 
other emerging forms of en-
tertainment.   

In 1986, the intramural 
program was formed which 

saw over 600 children ac-
tive participating in the pro-
gram. Demers’ late wife ran 
the team’s highly successful 
cheer leading program.

Currently, the Warriors 
Football Club is compromised 
of approximately 200 young-
sters divided between eight 
tackle football teams and six 
fl ag football teams. 

“Our primary purpose is 
for kids to have fun and build 
memories that they’ll never 
forget,” Demers expressed.

This year’s fl ag and tackle 
football registration will oc-
cur on Sunday, March 1 and 
Sunday, March 8 from 10 a.m. 
until noon at Pelham Bay 
Little League Club located at 
2680 Westchester Avenue.

For more information 
about enrolling, visit www.
bronxwarriorsfootball.org.

On Thursday, February 
19, Senator Jeff Klein made 
a surprise visit at the War-

riors Football Club’s Annual 
Dinner Awards Party held at 
Villa Barone Manor and pre-
sented ‘The Chief’ with an 
award recognizing his many 
contributions to the team and 
to the borough’s youth.

Demers’ successor will be 
Joe DeSimone who fi rst met 
Demers in 1987 when his el-
dest daughter tried out for 
the Warriors’ cheer leading 
squad. 

DeSimone said he became 
interested in the program’s 
football teams during that 
time and had his son join the 
fl ag football division.

“I’m truly honored that he 
thought to have me take over 
and I fi nd it very humbling. 
Having been mentored by 
him, I’m going to do as much 
as he did and I see this as an 
opportunity to give back to 
the community as well as to 
keep the program going for-
ward,” DeSimone said.

For 27 years, Dennis Kan-
dell has served as a Warriors 
Football Club administrator 
and recalled when he met De-
mers.

“When my father passed 
away 30 years ago, Jay came 
into my life and I’m lucky to 
have met him. Jay is a per-
son that you look up to and I 
strive to do that same level of 

work that he does everyday,” 
Kandell revealed.

James Pellicone has 
worked as an administrator 
for 25 years. In 1989, he was 
fi rst introduced to Demers 
and the Warriors Football 
team after discovering his 
wife enrolled their son into 
its fl ag football team.

“When it comes to kids, 
everything that he does is 
done for them,” Pellicone ex-
plained.

Though Demers will no 
longer serve as head coach, 
he will still maintain an ac-

tive role in supporting and 
visiting the teams he cre-
ated.

As DeSimone takes over 
from Demers, the team, best 
described as ‘a family’, will 
aid him in this transition.

“We’re going to help Joe 
and he’s going to bring this 
team to the next level. Jay 
was superb as head coach 
and he is by far the most re-
spected gentleman I know,” 
Kandell said.

“He’s going to be perfect 
in his new role running the 
team,” Demers said.        

Warriors longtime 
‘Chief’ retires

Jerry Demers (center) along with Joe DeSimone (r) and Dennis 
Kandell. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Show business is com-

ing to the Bronx. 
A film studio will soon 

be built in Soundview by 
York Studios, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
announced in his State of 
the Borough address last 
week.

York Studios’ current 
Queens site has seen the 
filming of known proj-
ects including television 
show ‘Elementary’ and 
the recent feature film 
‘This is Where I Leave 
You.”

The project will be the 
company’s second loca-
tion, and will be built on 
an 11-acre site on Story 
Avenue, north of Sound-
view Park, said John Bat-
tista, York Studios’ ex-
ecutive vice president of 
operations.

That site is the former 
home of defense contrac-
tor Loral Electronics, 
which closed in the late 
1990s. 

When the Bronx Acad-
emy Senior High School 
was built on part of the 
property in 2004, con-
cerns were raised about 
the environmental safety 
of the site due to contami-
nants in the soil. 

The transfer school 
has since been renamed 
the Bronx Arena High 
School.

The new studio will 
feature eight film stages 
available for shooting 
movies, television, com-
mercials and music vid-
eos, and the facilities will 
be spread across three 
different buildings.

The company hopes to 
break ground on the first 
half of the development 
this summer, said Bat-
tista, and it should be up 
and running a year to 18 
months after that.

“It’s very early,” he 
said. “We’re still in the 
planning stages”

The owners of the stu-
dios chose the Bronx for 

their expansion because 
they saw great opportu-
nity in the borough, said 
Battista.

“They look at the 
Bronx as a the next up 
and coming area of the 
city,” he said.

They feel the studio 
will be an asset to the 
borough and the neigh-
borhood, said Battista, 
and that it will help spark 
growth. He pointed out 
that employees and visi-
tors to the studio will pa-
tronize local businesses 
like restaurants, super-
markets and dry clean-
ers.

“We believe it will 
generate more business 
in the Bronx,” said Bat-
tista.

The borough presi-
dent is similarly enthu-
siastic about the positive 
impacts of the studio.

“The development 
of a television and film 
studio in The Bronx, in 
partnership with York 

Studios, is of a great sig-
nificance,” he said in a 
statement.

 The studios will cre-
ate hundreds of jobs, 
said Diaz, and will pro-

vide a hub for creative 
industries.

“Moreover, it will help 
to attract out-of-borough 
and out-of-state invest-
ments; [while] creating 

high-paying jobs and 
contributing to the eco-
nomic and civic vitality 
of our community while 
stimulating cultural 
tourism,” said Diaz.

Film industry to develop Soundview site

Preliminary plans for York Studios’ development in Soundview. Courtesy of the Borough President’s offi ce



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Borough President Ruben Diaz, 

Jr. delivered his sixth State of the 
Borough address at the Mall at Bay 
Plaza. 

With remembrances of the late 
Governor Mario Cuomo and former 
Borough President Herman Badillo, 
the speech on Thursday, February 
19 outlined a number of projects ex-
pected to bring economic develop-
ment, as well as educational and em-
ployability proposals.

Diaz said that the borough is in the 
midst of transformative growth, not-
ing that since he took office in 2009, it 
has seen more than 16,000 new units 
of housing, and 15,000 new jobs. 

“The state of the Bronx is stron-
ger than it has been in decades,” said 
Diaz. “We are maximizing our assets, 
while improving our quality of life.”  

In the speech, the borough presi-
dent cemented his role as an economic 
development advocate for the 1.4 mil-
lion residents of the county, speaking 
of various projects spurring growth: 

• the redevelopment of the Kings-
bridge Armory into the Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center

• York Studios’ plan to build a new 
film studio in Soundview 

• Freshdirect’s relocation to Port 
Morris

• a call to build a new freezer fa-
cility in Hunts Point for the fish and 
meat industry

• future redevelopment of the Har-
lem River Waterfront 

• further expansion of the Hutch 
Metro Center  

• building four new east Bronx 
Metro North stations 

• a plan for decked rail yards to 
take the place of three west Bronx 
yards and free large tracts of land for 
development 

“The Bronx has never been more 
open for business,” he said. “If you 
are looking to invest, the time is 
now.” 

The borough president said that 
more needs to be done to increase the 
employability of residents regardless 
of their past experience or educa-
tional attainment. 

He called for the creation of new 
specialized gifted and talented high 
schools in each of the boroughs, with 
the one in the Bronx using portfolio 
assessment rather than only stan-
dardized tests to determine admis-
sion. 

He also called for the top two stu-
dents at each middle school gradu-
ating class to be guaranteed admit-
tance at this school. 

While focusing on school and em-
ployment, the 13th Bronx borough 
president also spoke of improving the 
quality-of-life for residents. 

He spoke of his advocacy that he 
said led to the Bronx receiving more 

high speed Wi-Fi kiosks as part of 
LinkNYC, a citywide plan to trans-
form public payphones into Internet 
hotspots. 

And he put forth plans to create a 
Customer’s Bill of Rights for nail sa-

lons, a partnership with the city De-
partment of Finance to enroll seniors 
in rental assistance programs and a 
social media campaign to improve 
the borough’s performance in health 
and wellness indicators. 

Diaz was upbeat about what can be 
accomplished.

“If we put in the effort, if we ad-
vance a strategy and work assidu-
ously to see it enacted, nothing is im-
possible,” he said.  
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A large crowd of attendees listen to the borough president. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Mall at Bay Plaza hosted the speech.  File Photo

The Kingsbridge Armory is being redeveloped.

One of the planned new Metro North stations. One of the planned new Metro North stations is in Co-op City.

This rendering of a fi ve-building residential complex is just one of 
the proposals for Fordham Landing. File Photo

BP’s State of Borough Address instills pride
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a foothold in the hearts 
of its avid Throogs Neck 
and Pelham Bay fans.

“It wasn’t easy get-
ting started. John would 
cover the news and I 
would canvass for adver-
tising. A delivery system 
needed to be established. 
Free delivery meant go-
ing door-to-door with a 
reliable group of teenag-
ers that John and I would 
accompany to insure that 
the papers reached their 
destination. Somehow it 
all got done and before 
long the Bronx Times Re-
porter became a fi xture 
throughout the commu-
nity,” Benedetto said.

As its popularity in-
creased, a Morris Park/
Pelham Parkway edition 
was added and by 1984 
it went from a monthly 
to a bi-weekly. By 1989 

it joined the big leagues 
when it went weekly. 

A third edition was 
added in 1996. This news-
paper, the Bronx Times, 
covered the remaining 
portion of the borough.

The purchase of the 
Bronx newspapers, and 
the other weeklies, by 
Jennifer and Les Good-
stein in 2014, brought the 
paper back into private 
ownership and major 
growth opportunities af-
ter seven years of News 
Corporation ownership.

In 2013, John Collazzi, 
the former co-owner and 
publisher, retired. Laura 
Guerriero, a 28-year em-
ployee, was named the 
new publisher.

“I have had the good 
fortune of being a part 
of this organization for 
many years. In my cur-
rent role as publisher, 

I am committed to pre-
serving the integrity of 
these publications as we 
go forward,” stated Guer-
riero. 

“The Bronx Times 
Reporter/Bronx Times 
newspapers were al-
ways of special interest 
to me,” Les said. “I grew 
up in the Bronx and I am 
particularly pleased to 
be the chronicler of the 
Bronx’ strong recovery. 
The Bronx Times Report-
er’s mission has never 
changed, and I am proud 
to record the great events 
reshaping the borough of 
my childhood.”

“The dream that be-
gan in 1980 to herald the 
Bronx continues to this 
day, and we thank our 
readers for supporting 
our product which allows 
that dream to continue,” 
said Jennifer.

have not been fi nalized.
“We’re very excited that 

we think we can expand 
educational oportunities in 
the area,” said Leibler.

Another component of 
the campus will be recre-
ational fi elds for commu-
nity use. 

The developers will 
replace the baseball dia-
monds currently on the site 
with a new one, and will 
construct a full-lenghth 
football fi eld. 

Lehman High School 
would fi nally have a regula-
tion-size fi eld to host home 
games.

Those fi elds will be built 
sooner rather than later, 
said Leibler.

“We want to see these 
ball fi elds available for the 
community early on,” he 
said.

The developers are also 
keeping the community 
in mind when it comes to 
transportation. The second 
campus will also be served 
by shuttles to the subway, 
as is the case currently at 

the Hutch Metro Center. 
They hope to get MTA 

bus service expanded in 
to the new development as 
well.

“We will continue to add 
transportation infrastruc-
ture,” said Leibler. “We’re 
very aware that these kinds 
of developments generate 
car [traffi c].”

The developers are also 
hoping that plans for the 
new commuter train sta-
tion in Morris Park are re-
alized in the coming years, 
allowing workers easy ac-
cess from the north and 
south.

“Having a Metro North 
station within walking dis-
tance is going to be spectac-
ular,” he said.

The developers estimate 
that more than 6,000 jobs 
will be created by the devel-
opment of the second cam-
pus, similar numbers to the 
fi rst Metro Center. ESD es-
timates that 1,900 construc-
tion jobs will result from 
the project.

Simone hopes to start 
phase one of construction 

in spring 2016, said Leibler. 
That fi rst phase will in-

volve turning the psychiat-
ric center’s existing 500,000 
square foot Betty Parker 
Building into business or 
medical offi ces, and the ex-
isting John W. Thompson 
Building will also be rede-
signed to include a business 
hotel and a community col-
lege. Phase one will also in-
clude construction of two 
one-story retail buildings 
as well as the athletic facili-
ties.

Phase two of the proj-
ect will comprised of four 
10-story buildings for busi-
ness and medical offi ces, as 
well as an adjacent parking 
garage.

Ultimately, the project 
is likely to take more than 
fi ve years, said Leibler. But 
for now, the project is still 
in the approval process, 
and Simone Development 
will need to work with the 
local community board, 
city and state.

“We look forward to the 
dialogue with the commu-
nity,” said Leibler.

Bronx Times Reporter’s 
35th Anniversary

From Page 1

LES GOODSTEINJENNIFER GOODSTEIN

A rendering of the future development prposed for 1500 Waters Place,  currently part of the  Bronx 
Psychiatric Center campus. Courtesy of Simone Development

Hutch Metro sets expansion
From Page 1
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Although the future 

Metro-North stations in the 
Bronx are still quite a ways 
off, Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr. is proactively 
planning for the growth 
they could spur.

“In advance of our four 
new east Bronx Metro-
North stations, we are 
examining rezoning op-
portunities in these neigh-
borhoods,” Diaz announced 
during his state of the bor-
ough address last week.

Those four future sta-
tions—in Hunts Point, 
Parkchester, Morris Park 
and Co-op City—are part of 
the MTA’s Penn Station Ac-
cess plan to use the existing 
Amtrak line to connect the 
east Bronx to Manhattan 
and Connecticut’s New Ha-
ven Line.

The $743 million project 
is included in the MTA’s 
2015-2019 Capital Program, 
but is only in its early stages 
of development.

Of the four sites, there 

are two areas with the po-
tential for signifi cant de-
velopment, said a spokes-
woman for the borough 
president. 

Parts of Eastchester 

Road in Morris Park and 
East Tremont Avenue in 
the Parkchester area near 
the future stations are cur-
rently zoned predominantly 
for manufacturing and com-

mercial use, and both these 
areas have a signifi cant 
number of under-utilized 
commercial or warehouse-
type properties. This of-
fers an opportunity for the 

development of mixed-use 
residential and retail com-
munities.  

The borough president 
feels residential develop-
ment in close proximity to 

the stations would make 
them attractive for families 
and individuals interested 
in having access to both 
New York City’s central 
business district and subur-
ban employment opportuni-
ties.

“The new Metro-North 
options in Co-op City, 
Parkchester, Morris Park 
and Hunts Point will not 
only make our region’s 
transportation system 
stronger,” said Diaz in a 
statement. “It will also open 
up our borough and its resi-
dents to new economic op-
portunities such as more 
variety and affordable hous-
ing, new retail businesses 
and increased accessibility 
to others borough, resulting 
in reduced transportation 
costs and easier commutes 
for Bronx residents.”

The Metro-North expan-
sion plan has the potential 
of creating close to 5,400 
jobs in the Bronx, said Diaz, 
and could help revitalize ex-
isting retailers.

Diaz explores rezoning near new train stations

A rendering of the future Metro North commuter train station in Morris Park. Courtesy of MTA

The following is a letter from the New 
York State Press Association in response 
to a provision in Gov. Cuomo’s state bud-
get that would eliminate the requirement to 
publish in local newspapers proposed con-
stitutional amendments prior to an elec-
tion. Instead, those proposal would be pub-
lished on government websites.

Memorandum of Opposition

Repeal of Newspaper Publication of 

Proposed Constitutional Amendments

Public Protection and General Gov-

ernment Article VII Bill, Part F

A.3005/S.2005

We strongly opposed to the governor’s 
proposal to eliminate newspaper public 
notice of proposed constitutional amend-
ments.

Instead of publishing public notices, 
the board of elections would post an ab-
stract and brief description of the pro-
posed amendment somewhere on its web-
site for three days in the week prior to the 
election. 

The secretary of state would also post 
a notice somewhere on its website once 
per month for three months.

At a time when there is general agree-

ment that there is a need to increase 
transparency and accountability in state 
government, it is astounding that this 
provision is included in a budget bill. 
Among the many reasons this is a very 
bad idea are:

1) By all accounts, broad swathes of 
New York State lack access to modern 
internet service. Governor Cuomo has 
recently unveiled a proposal to begin to 
narrow this digital divide, and has said 
it will take major investment over the 
course of several years. This proposal dis-
enfranchises voters in rural areas, voters 
who cannot afford a home computer with 
broadband access, and a significant num-
ber of voters who are not highly computer 
literate.

2) This proposal assumes that New 
York voters sift through state agency 
websites when looking for news that af-
fects them. They do not. They turn to a lo-
cal newspaper. Existing law requires that 
constitutional amendment notices be dis-
seminated through a newspaper in each 
county of the state. Most of these newspa-
pers land on voters’ doorsteps. Obscure 
and little-known state agency websites do 

not.
3) This proposal will not save money. 

Time after time, when advocating for leg-
islation that would require government 
agencies to post information on their web-
sites, we have been told it is too difficult 
or expensive. To ensure a tamper-proof 
publication of these most vital legislative 
initiatives would cost money, perhaps 
much more than the legislation estimates 
will be saved by eliminating newspaper 
public notice of amendments.

4) Newspaper publication keeps every-
one honest. Knowing that a government 
document must be published by an outside 
entity helps prevent the possibility that 
such an important notice could be slanted 
or misstated. A state supreme court judge 
ruled in 2014 that the state board of elec-
tions included misleading language in 
its description of one proposed constitu-
tional amendment.

5) Newspaper publication provides a 
historic record. Government websites 
may not be maintained long term. News-
papers are preserved in libraries and 
newspaper archives for posterity.

6) The governor has called for a con-

stitutional amendment to strip public 
pensions from legislators convicted of 
crimes, and yet this bill supports making 
the proposed language available only on 
obscure websites few voters will ever see.

The proposed legislation says it will 
save $342,000.

Total paid newspaper circulation in 
New York is approximately 8.6-million, 
and there are more than 10 million regis-
tered voters in New York State, so the pro-
posal saves about three pennies per voter. 
This doesn’t seem very cost-effective gov-
ernment.

Michelle K. Rea
Executive Director

New York Press Association
New York Press Service

To register your dissatisfaction with 
the governor’s plan, contact his office by 
phone at (518) 474–8390 or by writing to 
this address:

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224
And here’s a list of state legislators you 

can also call:
Senator Jeffry Klein, 34th Senate Dis-

trict, District Office: (718) 822-2049 , Al-
bany Office: 518-455-3595

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, As-
sembly District 82, District Office: 718-
892-2235, Albany Office: 518-455-5296

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Assembly 
District 80, District Office: 718-409-0109, 
Albany Office: 718-409-0109

State Press Association: Cuomo’s 
proposal would hide big news 
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A White Plains Road 

store’s effort to move out 
its entire inventory is run-
ning itself into trouble.

Bed & Bath, located on 
2143 White Plains Road 
just off of Lydig Avenue, 
has ‘Everything Must Go’ 
and ‘Going out of Business’ 
signs under its awning. 
Here’s the issue - these 
signs have been there for 
over three months accord-
ing to complaints.

According to nyc.gov, 
if a business is advertis-
ing that they are having a 
sale or offering to sell pub-
lic merchandise in con-
nection with a declared 
purpose, such as a fi re, go-
ing out of business, reno-
vation, etc., the business 
must have a special sale 
license. 

A ‘Going Out of Busi-
ness’ special sale license 
costs $50 for 30 days, and 
can be renewed by Con-
sumer Affairs two con-
secutive times, at least one 
week before it expires.

According to the White 

Plains Road Business Im-
provement District, how-
ever, these signs have 
been outside the store 
for over 90 days without 
a renewal permit, which 
has prompted the BID to 
write a letter to the busi-
ness this week, asking 
them to cease and desist 
immediately its alleged 
false advertising.

“Every store in this 
area is a member of the 
White Plains Road BID, 
which means that they 
must follow the rules 
that the BID sets, which 
includes having a special 
sales license if the busi-
ness wishes to put ‘Going 
Out of Business’ signs in 
front of their establish-
ment,” said Joe Thomp-
son, executive director 
of the White Plains Road 
BID. 

“Merchants have to 
make a living too, but 
there are laws and rules 
that come with being a 
merchant, either in a BID 
or any district.”

Thompson added that 

although the business has 
not obeyed this particular 
law, they have been co-
operative in the past - by 
previously moving their 

merchandise closer to the 
store when it was too far 
out onto the sidewalk. 

He also said that since 
its are a fairly new busi-

ness, the management 
may not used to being lo-
cated in a BID area, and 
may not be aware of all of 
the BID’s rules.

“We don’t anticipate 
any disobedience from 
them when we ask them 
to cease and desist,” said 
Thompson, referring to 
the business. “If they don’t 
comply, the issue will be 
handled by Consumer 
Affairs, who will also fi g-
ure out the punishment, 
whether it’s a fi ne or oth-
erwise.”

Customers who have 
passed this store and it’s 
signs on a daily basis for 
over a month might see 
this situation as a poten-
tial scam. 

To it’s employees, how-
ever, it’s anything but that, 
as the signs are helping the 
process of the store’s even-
tual transformation into a 
furniture store. 

“Business at this store 
has been slow, even when 
we lowered the prices of 
our items,” said Mike An-
gelo, Bed & Bath’s store 

manager, who complained 
about the lack of pedes-
trian traffi c on White 
Plains Road compared to 
Fordham Road. 

“We’re trying to clear 
the merchandise out of 
this store to make room 
for the new merchandise 
for the furniture store, but 
30 days is not long enough 
to clear an entire store.” 

Angelo further ex-
plained that the signs 
are to make the business 
switch easier - not to scam, 
and that taking these 
signs down will delay that 
process.

“Even though they 
haven’t sped up the process 
much, these signs are de-
signed to make the trans-
formation progress easier 
for us,” said Angelo. 

“Why would I put to-
gether a scam? For the 2 
or 3 people come into my 
store each hour? The only 
way this merchandise will 
be taken out of here is if I 
put an ‘Everything Free’ 
sign outside the store,” he 
added.

‘Closing’ for months store banners raise concern

According to the White Plains Road BID and local residents, Bed & 
Bath has allegedly displayed false advertising suggesting the store 
is closing in a matter of months. Community News Group / Steven 
Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
One of the main thoughfares in 

the west Bronx is the subject of a 
rezoning plan.

Jerome Avenue, a two mile, 
72-block stretch ranging just south 
of Mullaly Park, north to Wood-
lawn Cemetery is currently un-
dergoing an evaluation which will 
result in more affordable housing 
units, jobs and zoning changes in 
Community Board 7, as well as 
boards 4 and 5.

For this plan, the NYC Depart-
ment of City Planning, who is 
working with the Housing Pres-
ervation and Development, Parks 
and Recreation, the NYC Eco-
nomic Development Corporation 
and Small Business Services on 
this project, is encouraging local 
residents, businesses and insti-
tutions to evaluate and identify 
the areas’ opportunities, so that 
housing units, jobs and economic 
development can come to fruition 

while existing housing, pedestrian 
safety, parks and schools, among 
other attributes, are improved.

“Our (HPD’s) intention is not 
just to build buildings, our inten-
tion is to build neighborhoods,” 
said Ted Weinstein, director of 
Bronx Planning at HPD. “Unfortu-
nately, the Bronx is only 43 square 
miles and more land can’t be cre-
ated, so we have to build with the 
resources that are available to 
work towards aggressive rezon-
ing.”

The multi-neighborhood evalu-
ation, also known as the Jerome 
Avenue Study, is part of Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s Housing New York 
Plan, which is a ten-year strategy 
to create 200,000 affordable hous-
ing units and over 7,000 permanent 
jobs for New York City residents.

Although the study is being con-
ducted on the majority of the ave-
nue, the main focus of the Jerome 
Avenue study is between 167th and 

180th streets, known to many resi-
dents as the Jerome Avenue Cor-
ridor, and which provides major 
transit access for residents living 
in Concourse, Highbridge, Morris 
Heights, Mount Eden, Mount Hope 
and University Heights.

Currently, the area’s existing 
zoning allows for heavy commer-
cial and light industrial use but 
does not permit residential devel-
opment. 

Contributing even further to 
this issue is the fact that the zon-
ing currently in effect is from 1961, 
with land use patterns stemming 
back to the 1930s and earlier.

An additional factor is that 80 
percent of housing developments 
in the study area were built before 
1950, leaving these neighborhoods 
and many of their residents with 
inadequate housing. This particu-
lar study aims to promote afford-
able housing with an Inclusionary 
Housing Program.

Another issue is economics - 
the median household income of 
$27,000 per year, is almost half of 
the city median income of $52,000.

 With this study, however, DCP, 
along with NYC EDC and SBS 
look to generate more, higher pay-
ing jobs opportunities within the 
area.

“The Jerome Avenue Corridor 
Planning Study represents an op-
portunity to engage the diverse 
surrounding communities in plan-
ning for the future of their neigh-
borhoods,” said Carol Samol, di-
rector of the Bronx Department of 
City Planning. “Through this pro-
cess, we will identify and evaluate 
opportunities to address a wide 
range of needs and goals, includ-
ing the creation and preservation 
of signifi cant affordable housing, 
strengthening retail, expanding 
training and job opportunities, 
and providing infrastructure ser-
vices, parks and walkable, safe 
streets.”

Community-wide events per-
taining to this study, co-sponsored 
by community boards 4 and 5 as 
well as the Davidson Center, will 
launch in March with three pub-
lic open houses, giving residents of 
the area an opportunity to express 
their goals, input and issues in the 
neighborhood, as well as suggest 
community planning ideas. 

These meetings will take place 
at the Bronx Museum of the Arts, 
1040 Grand Concourse on Satur-
day, March 14th from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and at the Davidson Commu-
nity Center, 2038 Davidson Avenue 
on Thursday, March 26th from 6:30 
to 8  p.m. for Spanish speakers. 
The date, time and location of the 
third open house has not been de-
termined yet.

Jerome Ave. Corridor 
Study calls for housing

The Jerome Avenue Study will result in 
the area’s rezoning, generating more 
affordable housing units and jobs for 
residents. 
 Steven Goodstein / Community News Group
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Jacobi Medical Center Auxiliary, Inc. and

Friends of North Central Bronx Hospital (Auxiliary), Inc.
Sponsor

Take Me Out To The Ballgame!
 New York Yankees Tickets

Raffl e for 4 Legends Seat Tickets to a 2015 Season Game *

Including Food In The Legends Restaurant

(Exclusive opportunity worth well over $2,000)

1 Raffl e Ticket for $25 or 5 Raffl e Tickets for $100

Drawing To Be Held: Tuesday, March 10, 2015

(Winner Need Not Be Present)

 Purchase Raffl e Tickets On-Site

JMC Auxiliary/Public Relations Offi ce (Building 4, 7 North 5)

JMC Executive Offi ce (Building 1, 1 South 9)

NCBH Auxiliary Offi ce (15B-20)

 Purchase Raffl e Tickets Online:

http://www.nyc.gov/html/hhc/jacobi/html/help/help.shtml

Write “Yankee Raffl e” in message section.

(Last day for online ticket purchase is Friday, March 6th)

Part-time hours so please call 718-519-4746 fi rst.

 Tickets donated by the Girardis.

Proceeds benefi t the Hospital Auxiliaries’ humanitarian work

and provide for enhanced patient care.

For more info: 718-918-4203 or 718-918-4879

* To A Mutually Agreed Upon Game - Blackout Dates: Opening Day, Playoffs, World Series
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The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx is home to an innovative pro-

gram that aims to make the criminal jus-
tice system fairer to low-income residents.

The Bronx Freedom Fund, which re-
cently put out a report on its fi rst year of op-
eration, is the fi rst charitable bail fund in 
the state. The non-profi t organization posts 
bail for residents charged with misdemean-
ors, with a cap of $2000.

In her annual address, City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito referenced 
the fund’s operation as being “enormously 
successful” and announced her intention 
to create a city-wide bail fund. In the mean-
time, a number of organizations through-
out the city are working to replicate the 
Bronx’s program, said fund manager Al-
yssa Work.

The Bronx Freedom Fund was founded 
by board chairman David Feige, who saw 
the need for it while working as a public de-
fender. Client after client charged with mis-
demeanors couldn’t fi nd the money for bail, 
he said, and they would pled guilty to avoid 
jail time while awaiting trial.

“I got sick and tired of seeing poor peo-
ple forced to plead guilty over the kind of 
money a prosecutor spends on a weekend 
get-a-way,” said Feige.

These people can’t risk missing days of 
work, losing their jobs and then possibly 
their apartments, said Work. Others have 

childcare to worry about, and some can’t 
risk losing their place in a shelter by miss-
ing a night.

“Even a very short jail stay can have a 
really destructive effect on someone,” said 
Work.

People feel immense pressure to plead 
guilty to avoid these negative consequences, 
she said, which means they don’t have the 
same opportunity to fi ght their cases as 
people who can afford to pay bail.

“The bail fund exists to level the playing 
fi eld,” said Work.

The single biggest determinant of a mis-

demeanor case outcome is not the crime it-
self but whether or not you can afford to buy 
your way out of jail, said Feige. 

In the fi rst year, 56 percent of the Bronx 
Freedom Fund’s clients have had their case 
end in dismissal, with all charges dropped.

“That’s a staggering fi gure,” said Feige.
Success is also shown in the number of 

clients who cooperate when bailed out, said 
Work, since 98 percent attend every single 
hearing.

“People demonstrate that they’re will-
ing to show up to court and fi ght the case,” 
said Work. 

Their bail money then comes back in to 
the revolving fund to help another client.

But despite the apparent success of the 
program, it had a rocky start.

After sitting on the idea for years, Feige 
fi nally got the funding to launch in 2007. 
The fund operated for about a year and a 
half before it was shut down by a judge, who 
said it was operating in a legal gray area.

Feige took the issue to the state legisla-
tors, including Senator Gustavo Rivera, 
to make charitable bail funds explicitly le-
gal, and the law passed in 2012. The Bronx 
Freedom Fund started posting bail in No-
vember 2013, the fi rst program of its kind in 
the state.

That bill was the fi rst law Rivera got 
passed, and he said it’s one he is particu-
larly proud of because it makes the crimi-
nal justice system more just.

“It allows people to get better outcomes 
to their cases, they avoid the negative con-
sequences of being incarcerated and it 
saves taxpayers’ money,” said Rivera. “It’s 
a win, win, win.”

One of the fund’s clients, Billy, was in-
credibly grateful to receive the program’s 
assistance after he was charged with Driv-
ing Under the Infl uence in 2013.

“If I would have gone to jail, I would 
have lost my job and everything I have,” 
said Billy. “The (fund) practically saved my 
life.” 

Bronx’ charitable bail fund touts success

The Bronx County Hall of Justice. File Photo
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An upcoming event isgen-

erating a competition among 
Bronx youngsters.

On Tuesday, February 17, 
Senator Jeff Klein announced 
the launch of the New York 
State Senate’s 5th annual 
Earth Day Poster Contest to 
celebrate and honor Earth 
Day, encouraging young stu-
dents to get involved.

The competition encour-
ages Bronx and Westchester 
students, kindergarten 
through sixth grade, to take 
part in the festivities on Earth 
Day by working on posters and 
honoring a day that has been 
celebrated annually, on April 
22, since 1970 in the United 
States.

The theme of this year’s 
Earth Day celebration is ‘re-
duce, reuse, recycle’ - three ac-
tions that, according to Klein, 
will keep this planet environ-
mentally healthy and a much 
greener place.

“By adopting simple, every-
day green habits, we can work 
to preserve our environment 
and keep it clean, healthy and 

safe for future generations,” 
said Klein. “The Earth Day 
Poster Contest is a fun way 
to raise awareness and teach 
our children about the impor-
tance of recycling and other 
environmentally-friendly ac-
tions we can take to protect 
our planet.”

Since 1970, over 20 million 
Americans have participated 
in the celebration of Earth 
Day, helping to improve the 
earth’s air and water quality. 

The Clean Air Act, Clean 
Water Act and Endangered 
Species Act have also con-
tributed to the effort. In 1990, 
Earth Day became an interna-
tional focus.

For elementary school stu-
dents, the world is theirs in 
this competition - as they have 
an opportunity to show their 
creativity and awareness re-
garding Earth Day and its im-
portance.

“These kinds of creative en-
deavors encourage young peo-
ple to express for themselves 
why the natural resources in 
the Bronx, such as the Bronx 
River and our 7,000 acres of 

parkland, are important 
and why we should take 
care of them,” said Maggie 
Scott Greenfield, director 
of Programs and Develop-
ment at the Bronx River Al-
liance. 

“We’ve made so much 
progress in cleaning up the 
river as a resource for Bronx 
communities because of 
thousands of children, par-
ents and community lead-
ers working together.”

“Earth Day is an im-
portant day to celebrate 
this progress,” Greenfield 
added.

The winning posters 
from this year’s contest will 
be displayed on Klein’s offi-
cial website and social me-
dia sites, such as Facebook 
and Twitter. Participants 
will also receive a certifi-
cate that acknowledges 
their participation in the 
competition.

Students who wish to par-
ticipate in this event must 
submit their entry online at 
www.klein.nysenate.gov by 
Monday, April 6.

Sen. Klein launches Earth Day poster contest

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A historic building in the Bronx 

is longing for a new tenant - and a 
new purpose.

The Old Fordham Library, for-
merly known as the Bronx Central 
Library, located on 2556 Bainbridge 
Avenue, just off of Coles Lane, is cur-
rently vacant, but various proposals 
of potential tenants and purposes 
have given the building glimpses of 
life again.

The 90-plus-year old Georgian 
style building was originally de-
signed in 1923 by architectural fi rm 
McKim, Mead & White, who were 
also responsible for designing Man-
hattan’s old Pennsylvania Station 
and Columbia University’s main 
campus. 

At the time it was built, the Bronx 
Central Library was the largest li-
brary in the borough.

The library included an upstairs 
area for children, especially for high 

school and college students work-
ing on research papers, as well as a 
downstairs area for adults. 

The building also included a lec-
ture area, and was used to teach im-
migrants, particularly of Irish, Ital-
ian and Jewish decent, how to read 
and write English and get adjusted to 
American culture.

The Bronx Central Library re-
mained open until 2005, when a larger 
Bronx Library Center was built just 
blocks away on 310 E. Kingsbridge 
Road between East Fordham Road 
and East 192nd Street. It was the fi rst 
city-owned green building. 

The Bronx Library Center opened 
to the public three months after the 
Bronx Central Library offi cially 
closed its doors.

Since it’s closing, the Old Ford-
ham Library has not been completely 
out of use. 

Since 2005, the building has been 
used to store city records and in 

2008, there were proposals to turn 
it into a 24/7 animal shelter, which 
would have been a fi rst in the Bronx. 
However, these plans eventually fell 
through.

More recently, the Fordham com-
munity and its leaders have been 
leaning towards turning the former 
library into something benefi cial for 
the neighborhood, such as a recre-
ational or a youth center. 

In 2009, Sistas and Brothas United, 
a youth group of the Northwest Bronx 
Community and Clergy Coalition, 
rallied for it to undergo community 
minded-development. 

Currently, the building is used on 
occasion by an arts and dance group. 

A Bronx historian however, has 
another idea for the building’s use.

“Make it the new home of the 
Bronx Country Historical Society,” 
said Lloyd Ultan. “The location and 
the space would be perfect for the or-
ganization.”

Old Fordham Library 
seeks new purpose

The historic Old Fordham Library building has been seeking a new pur-
pose and tenant ever since it offi cially closed to the public in 2005. 
 Steven Goodstein / Community News Group
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
When one life ends, another begins.
For over a decade, St. Benedict’s Church has been of-

fering a bereavement support group for people undergoing 
grief following a loved one’s death.

A spring session is scheduled to meet this Saturday, 
February 28 from 11 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. in the convent.

According to Sister Betty McLaughlin, O.P., the group 
meets biannually in the fall and spring for eight meetings 
spread throughout the respective seasons. 

St. Benedict’s spring session will continue its run on 
Saturday, April 25.

All are welcomed to attend she said,adding that no one 
is ever forced to speak at the meetings. 

“The price of loving someone deeply is to have to suf-
fer the experience of loss. However, it is worth the price 
because this individual still fi lls your heart with memo-
ries which will never die and we are better people because 
we have loved them and they have loved us,” explained Sr. 
McLaughlin.

This group presents a wonderful networking oppor-
tunity for people to meet others who are undergoing the 
same arduous journey in their lives. the program’s mod-
erator said. 

Refreshments will also be served during these meet-
ings to promote a comforting environment for all who at-
tend. 

If you or someone you know may be interested, contact 
Sr. Betty McLaughlin at (718) 828-3403 ext. 104.

“If the death of that loved one makes a person live life 
better, then their death was not in vain,” explained Sr. 
McLaughlin.

St. Frances de Chantal will also be conducting a be-
reavement support group session during the springtime. 

The 25-year strong program will conduct its fi rst 
meeting on the evening of Thursday, March 19 inside the 
church’s Parish Meeting Room. 

Similar to St. Benedict’s, St. Frances de Chantal’s bian-
nual support group will have eight meetings spread out 
through June.

“The purpose of this group is to enable people to come 
together to promote healing through understanding and 
to help them work through their grief and readjustment 
by mutual support and encouragement,” said Sister Joan 
Marie O’Leary, O.P.

Sr. O’Leary revealed that sharing and education are 
this group’s two main components. 

She added it is vital for people coping with grief to fi nd 
a safe environment for them to share what they are expe-
riencing. 

The education portion of this program will give mem-
bers a presentation focusing on an array of topics such as 
anger, guilt, loneliness, readjustment and memories fol-
lowing the loss of a loved one.     

If interested, contact Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary at (718) 
792-5500 ext. 13 before Monday, March 16.

These two groups will utilize Care Notes, professional 
literature which covers a wide array of topics concerning 
the grieving process and are free to participants. 

Both parishes work in conjunction with Calvary Hospi-
tal, which offers a plethora of bereavement support groups 
for children, teens, young adults, adults and the elderly.

Bereavement services are offered at the Bronx-based 
hospital as well as St. Joseph High School in downtown 
Brooklyn. They are open to the public and free of charge.

Lynne Marie Pappalardi, offi cer coordinator of be-
reavement services, has seen interest in the program 
grow exponentially over the years.

“If someone is having trouble living their everyday life 
following the loss of a loved one, it helps in their healing 
process that they attend these services,” Pappalardi said. 

To schedule an appointment, contact either Dr. Sherry 
Schachter, director of bereavement service at (718) 518-2125 
or Pappalardi at (718) 518-2173.

Parishes offer bereavement support groups 

Starting this week, both St. Frances de Chantal Church and St. Bene-
dict’s Church will be offering bereavement support group services.
 File Photo

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group of homeowners in Soundview 

and Clason Point are suing a developer and 
the Department of Buildings for $8 million 
in federal court for violating their constitu-
tional rights. 

The suit, fi led on behalf of owners of six 
homes, claims damages against an umbrella 
building group known collectively as Bad 
Ass, and against DOB. 

It alleges that the two acted in concert to 
approve housing permits for sub-standardly 
built homes that ultimately failed to obtain 
permanent certifi cates of occupancy. 

The homeowners’ attorney, Susan Chana 
Lask, explained at a press conference on 
Tuesday, February 24 that the homeown-
ers cannot obtain a permanent CO from the 
DOB which hinders them from reselling or 
refi nancing the homes. DOB refuses to go af-
ter Bad Ass, she said. 

The lawsuit alleges that DOB allowed Bad 
Ass to sell the homes with temporary certifi -
cates of occupancy because it collects more 
than half its revenue from construction per-
mits issued to unscrupulous builders. 

“The Department of Buildings has ig-
nored these people long enough,” she said. 
“It is responsible for safe housing, not issu-
ing building permits for illegal housing be-
cause it is more concerned with its $100 mil-
lion a year in revenue while people suffer.” 

Lask said that DOB’s actions amount to 
a constitutional property grab, and the suit 
states they are deprived of their rights un-
der the United States Constitution’s Fifth 
Amendment, which protects property 
rights. 

At the press conference, plaintiff Johanny 
DelaCruz said that rain literally pours into 
her home. 

“We thought we purchased the American 
dream, but the Department of Buildings and 

Bad Ass gave us a nightmare,” she said. “We 
live in a freezing, damp uninsulated struc-
ture that is illegal and frightening.” 

Plaintiff Martha Diaz said that when she 
moved into her house about seven years ago, 
she discovered that it did not have proper in-
sulation and that the builder had made her 
bedroom smaller than what was in an orig-
inal model. She paid about $600,000 for her 
home. 

Senator Jeff Klein and Assemblyman 

Marcos Crespo support the beleaguered ho-
meowners. 

“The actions taken by unscrupulous 
Bronx contractors to dupe unsuspecting 
families into spending their life savings 
on uninhabitable new homes are reprehen-
sible,” said Klein. “Not only are these new 
homes constructed poorly and with shoddy, 
cheap materials – they pose signifi cant 
health and safety concerns to the families 
living there.”

Crespo stated, “We can no longer allow 
unscrupulous individuals and shady com-
panies to defraud those willing to invest in 
our community and make a commitment to 
raise their families in our neighborhoods. 
They deserve justice and today we take an-
other step in seeking it!”

The homes probably cannot be made hab-
itable and need to be literally reconstructed, 
said Lask, who added she would like to see 
her clients receive damages to purchase new 
homes. 

Cheap, slipshod construction has led to 
black mold, said Lask, as well as poor plumb-
ing and cracked walls.

DOB is issuing violations to innocent ho-
meowners instead of dealing with the devel-
oper, which has disappeared, she said.

A spokesman from the city Law Depart-
ment stated it would review the suit once it 
was fi led. 

Homeowners fi le lawsuit against builder, DOB 

Homeowners who are part of the federal lawsuit against the Department of Buildings are joined by 
their attorney and elected offi cials at a press conference on Tuesday, February 24. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio





BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A detailed plan to help make spe-

cifi c accident-prone borough streets 
safer has been unveiled. 

A city Department of Transpor-
tation Pedestrian Safety Action 
Plan was released recently as part 
of Vision Zero, a citywide initiative 
to reduce traffi c fatalities.

It focuses the initiative on the 
most accident-prone traffi c corri-
dors and intersections, and should 
bring about infrastructure plan-
ning and improvements, enforce-
ment and education. 

 NYPD offi cials joined Polly 
Trottenberg, DOT commissioner, 
at the Leon Senior Center in Mel-
rose on Wednesday, February 18 for 
the release of the report, which was 
written in close collaboration with 
police department after community 
discussions and analysis of accident 
data. 

 “A year ago we launched Vision 
Zero and I know everyone at DOT is 
proud to start working on Year Two 
of this extremely important initia-
tive to keep every New Yorker safe,” 
said Trottenberg. “These borough 
plans combine cutting edge data 
analysis and community input from 
the city’s most important resource 

– its residents – and will help the 
city target its engineering, enforce-
ment, and education efforts to make 
New York’s streets the safest in the 
world.”

 Outside of the senior center, at 
Jackson Avenue and Westchester 
Avenue, the plan calls for the cre-
ation of a pedestrian island at a bus 
stop under an elevated train to make 
waiting for a bus safer, said DOT of-

fi cials.
 Borough-wide, focus will be 

in the areas that have the highest 
amount of traffi c fatalities, includ-
ing a densely populated area in the 
west Bronx along the Grand Con-
course and surrounding communi-
ties, which seems to be the epicenter 
of the borough’s population and its 
traffi c deaths, according to an anal-
ysis of the report. 

 The areas singled out also ex-
tend into the east Bronx with corri-
dors including much or all of White 
Plains Road, East Tremont Avenue, 
Morris Park Avenue, Castle Hill Av-
enue and Boston Road. 

 Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, 
who is chairwoman of City Coun-
cil Committee on Public Safety, has 
helped DOT hold town halls to gather 
input in each of the fi ve boroughs. 

She said the new plan is a further 
step in identifying the unique chal-
lenges presented in the borough.

“The priorities and recommenda-
tions laid out in the Borough Pedes-
trian Safety Plan were derived from 
community input and will focus on 
additional street lighting, coordina-
tion of pedestrian crossing times, 
expanded signage and other en-
hancements to expand awareness of 
dangerous intersections,” she said. 

“I appreciate all the Bronx resi-
dents who attended many town hall 
meetings to engage in discussions 
on improved safety for drivers, bike 
riders and pedestrians.”

Assemblyman Michael Blake ex-
pressed support of the plan at the 
press conference on February 18. 

Priority will be given to just 65 
miles of the 791 miles of borough 

streets, where around 50% of deadly 
traffi c accidents occur. 

In terms of intersections, 46 of 
the county’s 6,438 intersections will 
be given serious attention. 

According to the report, danger-
ous driver choices are the primary 
cause or a contributing factor in 
85% of pedestrian fatalities in the 
borough compared with 69% for the 
entire city. 
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gust closure and merger 
with nearby St. Anselm’s 
Church.

Due to the winter 
weather, Centeno, Jr. ex-
plained that the parish is 
planning their ‘save our 
church campaign’ events 
accordingly and usually 
occur inside the church. 

According to Joseph 
Zwilling, Archdiocese of 
New York’s Offi ce of Com-
munications director, this 
year, there are six cases of 
two Bronx parishes merg-
ing, with only one being 
used for services. 

He added that an addi-
tional eight Bronx parishes 
would be merged into four 
new parishes that would 
utilize two buildings in the 
near future.

He explained that ‘Mak-
ing All Things New’ began 
after Edward Cardinal 
Egan and was offi cially en-

acted by Timothy Cardinal 
Dolan in spring 2013. 

The pastoral planning 
initiative was established 
to have parishes in under-
served areas of the Arch-
diocese to work coopera-
tively and strengthen them 
through a merger. 

He added that parishes 
as old as St. Roch’s and 
older were necessary when 
they were established, but 
are now no longer needed. 

Merging parishes would 
seek to focus all work in one 
location as oppose to sepa-
rate ones and better utilize 
resources more effi ciently 
and effectively.  

Zwilling said parish-
ioners like St. Roch’s can 
write a letter of recourse 
to Timothy Cardinal Dolan 
and to the Vatican asking 
them to reconsider their 
decision to merge their par-
ish with another.

“If the parishioners 

have discovered anything 
new or something that was 
previously overlooked they 
are more than welcome 
to share this with us,” he 
said.

Centeno, Jr. and the 
rest of St. Roch’s parish 
have been doing exactly 
that despite having been 
informed late about the 
merger. 

“Since we found out, we 
started to keep records of 
how many people attend 
St. Roch’s to show the arch-
diocese that their decision 
is wrong. They haven’t 
made their decision based 
upon the neighborhood’s 
geography and this parish 
matters to those residents 
who can’t walk very far to 
St. Anselm’s,” Centeno, Jr. 
explained. 

He added that assem-
blies at the church range 
daily from 40 to over 60 pa-
rishioners.

Parishioners’ try to save 
116 year old St. Roch’s 

From Page 1

St. Roch’s Church is scheduled to close this August and merge with 
nearby St. Anselm’s Church as part of the Archdiocese’s ‘Making All 
Things New’ initiative. 
 Photo by Patricio Robayo

Call
718.260.2555
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Real Results!

Bronx pedestrian safety plans announced

A pedestrian island will be built at this bus stop near the senior center in Melrose as part of Vision Zero. Community News 
Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 

others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 

answers about dealing with MS and information 

on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook
MS Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital
Rachael Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Centerr

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR284530 (1213428) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017

Frankie And Johnnie’s Pine Tavern Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462
Thursday, March 12, 2015 at 6:30 PM Eastern
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