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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx is building.
Simone Development re-

cently announced that it will 
develop a mixed-use commer-
cial endeavor on the currently 
state-owned property south of 
the Hutch Metro Center.

The 33-acre site at 1500 Wa-
ters Place is part of the Bronx 
Psychiatric Center campus, 
which is being consolidated 
by the New York State Offi ce of 
Mental Health into a smaller 
43-acre campus by mid-2015.

Empire State Development 
put out a request for propos-
als for the development in late 
2013 and Simone Development 
submitted the winning bid. 

According to ESD, the 
agreement with the state—
which is subject to a due dil-
igence period and public 
approval process—is for ap-
proximately $16 million.

The company is excited 
to continue developing in 
the neighborhood, said Guy 
Leibler, president of Simone 
Healthcare Development.

“We have seen success 
here,” said Leibler. “And we 
believe in the Bronx.”

Much of the development 
will comprise of offi ce space 
for healthcare tenants, as well 

as other businesses and gov-
ernment agencies, similar to 
the Hutch Metro Center.

“We believe there is an es-
tablished infrastructure and 
need for continuing growth of 
the medical industry, in addi-
tion to business and govern-
ment,” said Leibler.

Plans for the site also in-
clude a retail plaza, a 150-room 
hotel, and space for higher 
education—although agree-
ments with tenants have not 
been fi nalized.

“We’re very excited that 
we think we can expand edu-
cational oportunities in the 
area,” said Leibler.

Another component of the 
campus will be recreational 
fi elds for community use. 

The developers will replace 
the baseball diamonds cur-
rently on the site with a new 
one, and will construct a full-
lenghth football fi eld. 

Lehman High School would 
fi nally have a regulation-size 
fi eld to host home games.

Those fi elds will be built 
sooner rather than later, said 
Leibler.

“We want to see these ball 
fi elds available for the commu-
nity early on,” he said.

The developers are also 
keeping the community in 

A rendering of Simone Development’s plans for the 33-acre site directly south of the Hutch Metro Center. This 
view looks southwest from the Hutchinson River Parkway. Courtesy of Simone Development

mind when it comes to trans-
portation. The second campus 
will also be served by shuttles 
to the subway, as is the case 
currently at the Hutch Metro 
Center. 

They hope to get MTA bus 
service expanded in to the 
new development as well.

“We will continue to add 
transportation infrastruc-

ture,” said Leibler. “We’re 
very aware that these kinds 
of developments generate car 
[traffi c].”

The developers are also 
hoping that plans for the new 
commuter train station in 
Morris Park are realized in 
the coming years, allowing 
workers easy access from the 
north and south.

“Having a Metro North sta-
tion within walking distance 
is going to be spectacular,” he 
said.

The developers estimate 
that more than 6,000 jobs will 
be created by the development 
of the second campus, simi-
lar numbers to the fi rst Metro 

BY JOHN COLLAZZI
It seems like it only started 

yesterday, but the Bronx 
Times Reporter will be cel-
ebrating its 35th anniversary 
this week - 35 years of cham-

pioning the resurgence of the 
Bronx back to its former glory 
and rightful place in this dy-
namic city.

Besides the many great de-
velopments  this past year that 

have reshaped the borough 
for generations to come, the 
Bronx Times Reporter also 
was fortunate to be purchased 
by Jennifer Goodstein, pub-
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. delivered his sixth State of the 
Borough address at the Mall at Bay 
Plaza. 

With remembrances of the late 
Governor Mario Cuomo and former 
Borough President Herman Badillo, 
the speech on Thursday, February 
19 outlined a number of projects 
expected to bring economic devel-
opment, as well as educational and 
employability propects 

Diaz said that the borough is in 
the midst of transformative growth, 
noting that since he took office in 
2009, it has seen more than 16,000 
new units of housing, and 15,000 
new jobs. 

“The state of the Bronx is stron-
ger than it has been in decades,” 
said Diaz. “We are maximizing our 
assets, while improving our quality 
of life.”  

In the speech, the borough pres-
ident cemented his role as an eco-
nomic development advocate for the 
1.4 million residents of the county, 
speaking of various projects spur-
ring growth: 

-

National Ice Center

new film studio in Soundview 

Morris
-

cility in Hunts Point for the fish and 
meat industry

Harlem River Waterfront 

Metro Center  

Metro North stations 

take the place of three west Bronx 
yards and free large tracts of land 
for development 

“The Bronx has never been more 
open for business,” he said. “If you 
are looking to invest, the time is 
now.” 

The borough president said that 
more needs to be done to increase 
the employability of residents re-
gardless of their past experience or 
educational attainment. 

He called for the creation of new 
specialized gifted and talented high 
schools in each of the boroughs, 
with the one in the Bronx using 
portfolio assessment rather than 
only standardized tests to deter-
mine admission. 

He also called for the top two stu-
dents at each middle school gradu-
ating class to be guaranteed admit-
tance at this school. 

While focusing on school and em-
ployment, the 13th Bronx borough 
president also spoke of improving 
the quality-of-life for residents. 

He spoke of his advocacy that 
he said led to the Bronx receiving 

more high speed Wi-Fi kiosks as 

transform public payphones into In-
ternet hotspots. 

And he put forth plans to create 

salons, a partnership with the city 
Department of Finance to enroll se-
niors in rental assistance programs 
and a social media campaign to im-

health and wellness indicators. 

Diaz was upbeat about what can 
be accomplished.

“If we put in the effort, if we ad-
vance a strategy and work assidu-
ously to see it enacted, nothing is 
impossible,” he said.  

BP’s State of Borough Address instills pride
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FREE DELIVERY
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ALWAYS ON
PREMISES

7 DAYS A WEEK

COME IN

$14995

CADILLAC PLAN

ALL THIS FOR

2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Prime London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Shouldor Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

HAVE A FREE
CUP OF COFFEE
 CHECK US OUT.

FULL LINE OF MEAT, 
SEAFOOD AND DELI

$1499 lb.
REG.

$19.99

$399 lb.VACUUM PACKED

ALL THIS FOR

$4499

THIS IS INSANE
6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL MEATS
CUSTOM CUT

YOUR WAY

ALL THIS FOR

$7999

PARTY PACK
4 lb Round Roast Beef
2 lb London Broil
3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
6 lb Chicken (2)
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets

ALL THIS FOR

$9999

WOW
1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Chuck Chopped
2 lbs Italian Sausage
6 lbs Chicken
3 pcs. Club Steak
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

JUMBO COOKED COCKTAIL SHRIMP 16-20 CT.

REG.
$12.99$899 lb.TRIMMED RIB STEAKS 

BABY LOBSTER TAILS $199 ea.
BUY 12
GET 2 FREE

BABY COOKED CLAMS

CHICKEN CHOP MEAT 5 lb.
PACK $199 lb.

$299 lb.HOMEMADE ITALIAN SAUSAGE 5 lbs.
OR MORE

JUMBO VARIETY PACK

$199
REGULAR 5.99

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

BUY 1 GET 1
FREE

WARM DESERT MIX
MONKEY BREAD

$599
REGULAR 12.99

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

PREMIUM RESERVE
EXTRA VIRGIN

OLIVE OIL

REGULAR 39.99

$1999

COLD PRESSED
1 BOT. ITALY
1 BOT. SPAINITALIAN STYLE

CHICKEN
SAUSAGE

 

 PRAY THE ROSARY 
for 

ST. FRANCES de CHANTAL
 PARISH 

 
Every Saturday at 4:30 

on 
St. Frances de Chantal Church Plaza 

 
“When we pray the Rosary, 
Mary herself prays with us. 

The Rosary prayer embraces 
the problems of the Church… 

the problems of the whole world.” 
~ Pope John Paul I I 

Homily at Fatima 
May 13, 1982 

 
Please join us as we offer 20 minutes of our week in prayer. 

Jesus assured us of the power of prayer - 
especially when two or more are gathered in His name. 

 
Pray the Rosary with us every Saturday evening. 

(In inclement weather, we pray in the chapel.) 
 

Please COME and PRAY
 

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. 
Tremont Avenue, or e-mail 
Bronxtimes@aol.com. Please 
include a phone number or a 
way to contact you in case of 
questions. 

Welcome Home

Special get well wishes to 
Frank Menillo, who recently 
returned home from a long 
tour of physicial rehabilita-
tion.  

Frank, we all missed you, 
and can’t wait to see you out 
and about in your beautiful 
yard. You are an inspiration 
to all of us. Love, your Rawl-
ins Avenue friends and neigh-
bors.

Look who turned one 

Happy fi rst birthday to Re-

becca Lynn DiPierro, who 
celebrated her special day on 
Tuesday, February 24. 

You’re one-year-old! We 
cannot believe a year has gone 
by. With each passing moment 
you have brought a sparkle 
to our eyes. You have accom-
plished so much in one little 
year and have grown  into the 
sweetest, loving, most beauti-
ful little girl who always puts 
a smile on our face. So dig 
into your birthday cake, and 
enjoy your presents too. With 
lots of love and kisses always 
to you! Love you a bushel, a 
peck and a hug around the 
neck. Mima, PopPop, Aun-
tie Amanda & Uncle, Auntie 
Carolyn and Alessandra Rebecca Lynn DiPierro.

The Bronx Times Reporter 
thanks all its readers for 35 years of loyality
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NOTICE: For the safety of every Guest, all persons specifically consent to and are subject to metal detector and physical pat-down inspections prior to entry. Any person or property that could affect the safety of Yankee 

Stadium, its occupants or its property shall be denied entry. Guests may bring into the Stadium one soft-sided bag no larger than 16 inches by 16 inches by 8 inches. WARNING: During all batting practices, fielding 

practices, warm-ups and the course of all baseball games and the baseball game experiences, hard hit baseballs and bats and fragments thereof may be thrown or hit into the stands, concourses and concessions areas. 

For the safety of every Guest, all Guests must stay alert and be aware of their surroundings at all times while visiting Yankee Stadium. Accordingly, Guests who are concerned with their original ticketed location by reason 

of the foregoing, at any time before, during or after the baseball game and the baseball game experiences, should contact any Guest Relations representative to request that they be relocated; however, please remember 

that: (a) any requested relocation is subject to availability, and (b) any alternate seat or standing location may be in a section and/or level of the Stadium and/or within a price category that is not in the same section and/

or level and/or price category of the Guests’ original ticketed location, regardless of their original ticketed location.  TIME, OPPONENT, DATE AND CLUB ROSTERS AND LINEUPS, INCLUDING THE NEW YORK YANKEES 

ROSTER AND LINEUP, ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. DISTRIBUTION OF PROMOTIONAL ITEMS IS FOR GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE ONLY, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. PROMOTION DATES, ITEMS AND DISTRIBUTION 

ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND/OR CANCELLATION. Additional terms and conditions apply.

Pick 
your spot. 

For as 
little 

Pick 
your spot. 

For as 
little 

as five bucks.
Your 

favorite 
game. 

Your favorite 
spot.

Date       Item                                   Sponsor                       Distribution
 10-Apr Magnetic Schedule Night  AT&T  All Guests
 25-Apr Brett Gardner Replica Bat Day  Bank of America  1st 10,000 Guests 14 and younger
 28-Apr Masahiro Tanaka Bobblehead Night  AT&T  1st 18,000 Guests
 9-May Yankees Keychain Day  NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital 1st 18,000 Guests

 25-May Sunscreen Day  Blue Lizard  All Guests
 9-Jun Cap Night  Canon  1st 18,000 Guests
 10-Jun Promotional Item  Avis  1st 18,000 Guests 21 and older
 17-Jun Promotional Item  WFAN  1st 18,000 Guests
 18-Jun Thurman Munson Bobblehead Night  AT&T  1st 18,000 Guests
 20-Jun Old-Timers’ Day & Willie Randolph 

Monument Park Plaque Dedication
 presented by Ernst & Young   

 
23-Jun

 
Collectible Cup Night

 
Premio Foods

 
1st 25,000 Guests

 24-Jun Dunkin’ Donuts Gift Card Day Dunkin’ Donuts  1st 18,000 Guests 21 and older
 3-Jul Cap Night  Budweiser  1st 18,000 Guests 21 and older

4-Jul Promotional Item  sweetFrog  1st 18,000 Guests 14 and younger
 8-Jul Dellin Betances Figurine Night  P.C. Richard & Son  1st 18,000 Guests
 18-Jul seires a ni ht11 - yaD kcurT elbitcelloC  W.B. Mason  1st 18,000 Guests 14 and younger

4-Aug
 

Promotional Item
 

P.C. Richard & Son
 

1st 18,000 Guests 14 and younger
 5-Aug Promotional Item  Delta Air Lines  1st 18,000 Guests
 6-Aug Promotional Item  Living Language  1st 18,000 Guests
 19-Aug Coloring Book Day  Party City  1st 18,000 Guests 14 and younger
 20-Aug Promotional Item  The Parking Spot  1st 18,000 Guests

 

21-Aug

 

Yankees Water Bottle Night

 

Budweiser

 

1st 18,000 Guests 21 and older

 24-Aug Jacoby Ellsbury Bobblehead Night  AT&T  1st 18,000 Guests
 26-Aug Poster Day  Catch 24 Advertising  1st 18,000 Guests 14 and younger
 8-Sep Yankees Old School Pennant Night  Goldenberg’s® Peanut Chews®  1st 18,000 Guests
 9-Sep Yankees Peanuts Bobblehead  MetLife  1st 18,000 Guests
  Night - 4th in a series
 10-Sep Babe Ruth Bobblehead Night  AT&T  1st 18,000 Guests
 12-Sep Promotional Item  WFAN  1st 18,000 Guests    

23-May Drawstring Backpack Day Kumon 1st 18,000 Guests 14 and younger

2015 PROMOTIONAL SCHEDULE

22-Aug Jorge Posada Day
23-Aug Andy Pettitte Day

24-May Bernie Williams Night

22-May Yankees Reusable Tote Bag Night MLB Network All Guests

19-Jul 2000 World Series Champions 
Fan Ring Day

Betteridge Jewelers 1st 18,000 Guests 14 and younger Seats for the 2015 campaign are on sale now. 
And with tickets starting at just $5, you’re set 
to make the save! Tickets are available at 
Yankees.com or via TicketMaster phone. 
Step up to the plate and get your tickets today.

   Don’t
   miss!        

                        

   May 24
Bernie Williams 

        Night
            Aug. 22
    Jorge Posada 
          Day
           Aug. 23

   Andy Pettit te 
     Day

For tickets, call 
TicketMaster at (877) 469-9849

or (800) 943-4327 (TTY)
®

To purchase tickets, visit                                
          or 

TM

TM

@yankeesfacebook.com/yankees
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ALLEY CAT CAFE

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE
(718) 824-0168

TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

FEATURING
Brisket

St. Louis Ribs 
Pulled Pork

Beef Short Ribs
Pork Belly  Salmon 

Burnt Ends
Whole or 

Half Chickens

FREE DELIVERY

APPETIZERS, SIDES, WRAPS
SANDWICHES and SALADS

WE’RE
SMOKIN’
7 DAYS A WEEK

15 Family Plans To Choose From View 
Our Complete Menu at

www.alleycatcafebronxbbq.com

HAPPY HOUR 3 to 7pm

Sunday - Thursday  11am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday  11am - 12am

BY ROBERT WIRSING
After offering the Mott Haven com-

munity sanctuary for 116 years, St. 
Roch’s Church is now in dire need of 
the very same following a decision to 
merge the parish with another church 
in the area.  

Since this decision was announced, 
parishioners of St. Roch’s Church have 
been tirelessly engaging in a prayerful 
mission to save their house of worship 
from closure. 

Following the Archdiocese of 
New York’s ‘Making All Things New’ 
Church closure announcement re-
garding this parish, St. Roch’s faithful 
launched a prayer vigil last month as 
part of their campaign. 

The vigil saw the construction of a 
prayer chain which offered petitions, 
prayers and memories associated with 
St. Roch’s Church.

Antonio Centeno, Jr., St. Roch’s 
Church volunteer and catechist, grew 
up in this community. 

He  attended St. Athanasius Church 
for most of his life, but changes in the 
church staffi ng caused him and his 
mother to seek a new house of wor-
ship.

“I’ve only been there for the last 
three years, but what I love about this 
church is the family feeling it has 
when you go inside. We are connected 
to this parish, this is what brings peo-
ple together,” Centeno, Jr. expressed.

An administrator from St. Roch’s 
Church confi rmed that the parish is 
undergoing a transition period and 
has very few parishioners which he 
cited as the main reason for the deci-
sion.

“We are praying that God can help 
the Archdiocese change their deci-
sion,” he said.

On Sunday, February 22, St. Roch’s 
held a Rosary prayer service asking for 
their parish to be spared of its loom-
ing August closure and merger with 
nearby St. Anselm’s Church.

Due to the winter weather, Centeno, 
Jr. explained that the parish is plan-
ning their ‘save our church campaign’ 
events accordingly and usually occur 
inside the church. 

According to Joseph Zwilling, 
Archdiocese of New York’s Offi ce of 
Communications director, this year, 
there are six cases of two Bronx par-
ishes merging, with only one being 
used for services. 

He added that an additional eight 
Bronx parishes would be merged into 
four new parishes that would utilize 
two buildings in the near future.

He explained that ‘Making All 
Things New’ began after Edward Car-
dinal Egan and was offi cially enacted 
by Timothy Cardinal Dolan in spring 
2013. 

The pastoral planning initiative 
was established to have parishes in 
under-served areas of the Archdiocese 

to work cooperatively and strengthen 
them through a merger. 

He added that parishes as old as St. 
Roch’s and older were necessary when 
they were established, but are now no 
longer needed. 

Merging parishes would seek to fo-
cus all work in one location as oppose 
to separate ones and better utilize re-
sources more effi ciently and effec-
tively.  

Zwilling said parishioners like St. 
Roch’s can write a letter of recourse 
to Timothy Cardinal Dolan and to the 
Vatican asking them to reconsider 
their decision to merge their parish 
with another.

“If the parishioners have discov-
ered anything new or something that 
was previously overlooked they are 
more than welcome to share this with 
us,” he said.

Centeno, Jr. and the rest of St. 
Roch’s parish have been doing exactly 
that despite having been informed late 
about the merger. 

“Since we found out, we started to 
keep records of how many people at-
tend St. Roch’s to show the archdio-
cese that their decision is wrong. They 
haven’t made their decision based 
upon the neighborhood’s geography 
and this parish matters to those resi-
dents who can’t walk very far to St. 
Anselm’s,” Centeno, Jr. explained. 

He added that assemblies at the 
church range daily from 40 to over 60 
parishioners.

St. Roch’s Church is scheduled to close this 
August and merge with nearby St. Anselm’s 
Church as part of the Archdiocese’s ‘Making 
All Things New’ initiative. 
 Photo by Patricio Robayo

Parishioners’ try to save 
116 year old St. Roch’s 
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A local legend known to all as ‘The 

Chief’ of the Warriors Football Club is 
stepping down after 63 years of service. 

Jerome Demers, 76, has announced 
his retirement as head coach for the 
Warriors, a team he established back in 
his native Manhattan in 1952. 

He explained that back then vari-
ous blocks throughout the city formed 
their own street football teams and all, 
including the Warriors, traveled to Cen-
tral Park to play.

In 1957, Demers moved to Pelham 
Bay and in the following year had the 
Warriors join the Bronx Umpires Asso-
ciation.

Having served 35 years as director of 
Parks and Recreation, Demers brought 
this expertise with him to run the War-
rior Football Club.

Demers’ community youth based 
services are also best illustrated in his 
establishment of the very fi rst skate 
park in Mullaly Park which is still in 
operation. 

The Warriors Football Club pro-
motes a safe and enjoyable character 
enriching sports program for boys and 
girls between fi ve and 13-years of age. 
Winning is de-emphasized. 

As the decades progressed, the team 
witnessed many ebbs and fl ows regard-
ing interest in the sport. 

Warriors longtime ‘Chief’ retires
Demers, a graduate of Cardinal 

Hayes High School and Fordham Uni-
versity, cited the 1980s as a particular 
low point where interest in football de-
clined throughout the Bronx and the 
city due to other emerging forms of en-
tertainment.   

In 1986, the intramural program was 
formed which saw over 600 children ac-
tive participating in the program. Dem-
ers’ late wife ran the team’s highly suc-
cessful cheer leading program.

Currently, the Warriors Football 
Club is compromised of approximately 
200 youngsters divided between eight 
tackle football teams and six fl ag foot-
ball teams. 

“Our primary purpose is for kids to 
have fun and build memories that they’ll 
never forget,” Demers expressed.

This year’s fl ag and tackle football 
registration will occur on Sunday, 
March 1 and Sunday, March 8 from 10 
a.m. until noon at Pelham Bay Little 
League Club located at 2680 Westchester 
Avenue.

For more information about enroll-
ing, visit www.bronxwarriorsfootball.
org.

On Thursday, February 19, Senator 
Jeff Klein made a surprise visit at the 
Warriors Football Club’s Annual Din-
ner Awards Party held at Villa Barone 
Manor and presented ‘The Chief’ with 

an award recognizing his many contri-
butions to the team and to the borough’s 
youth.

Demers’ successor will be Joe DeS-
imone who fi rst met Demers in 1987 
when his eldest daughter tried out for 
the Warriors’ cheer leading squad. 

DeSimone said he became interested 
in the program’s football teams during 
that time and had his son join the fl ag 
football division.

“I’m truly honored that he thought 
to have me take over and I fi nd it very 
humbling. Having been mentored by 
him, I’m going to do as much as he did 
and I see this as an opportunity to give 
back to the community as well as to 
keep the program going forward,” DeSi-

mone said.
For 27 years, Dennis Kandell has 

served as a Warriors Football Club ad-
ministrator and recalled when he met 
Demers.

“When my father passed away 30 
years ago, Jay came into my life and I’m 
lucky to have met him. Jay is a person 
that you look up to and I strive to do that 
same level of work that he does every-
day,” Kandell revealed.

James Pellicone has worked as an 
administrator for 25 years. In 1989, he 
was fi rst introduced to Demers and the 
Warriors Football team after discover-
ing his wife enrolled their son into its 
fl ag football team.

“When it comes to kids, everything 
that he does is done for them,” Pellicone 
explained.

Though Demers will no longer serve 
as head coach, he will still maintain an 
active role in supporting and visiting 
the teams he created.

As DeSimone takes over from Dem-
ers, the team, best described as ‘a fam-
ily’, will aid him in this transition.

“We’re going to help Joe and he’s go-
ing to bring this team to the next level. 
Jay was superb as head coach and he is 
by far the most respected gentleman I 
know,” Kandell said.

“He’s going to be perfect in his new 
role running the team,” Demers said.        

Jerry Demers (center) along with Joe DeSi-
mone (r) and Dennis Kandell. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEB. 27-MAR. 5, 2015 9  BTR

Assemblyman

Michael Benedetto
Proud Co-Founder of the

Congatulations
Bronx Times Reporter
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44th PCT.
Monday, Feb. 16, 2:50 a.m. — A per-

son of interest was last seen with the victim, 
a 21-year-old, outside of 1402 Nelson Avenue 
immediately prior to being shot in the stom-
ach.  The victim was taken to Lincoln Hospital 
in stable condition by EMS.

47th PCT.
Thursday, Feb. 19, 3:21 p.m. — Police 

responded to a 911 call of a male slumped 
over in his car in front of 1023 E. 217th Street. 
Upon arrival, responding offi cers discovered 
the victim, a 44-year-old male, behind the 
wheel of a grey Honda Pilot unconscious and 
unresponsive with a gunshot wound to the 
torso. EMS also responded to the scene and 
transported the male to Montefi ore Hospital 
where he was pronounced dead.

50th PCT.
Tuesday, Feb. 17 and Saturday, Feb. 21

— On Feb. 17, at approximately 1:10 a.m., the 
suspect entered the rear door of the Corner 
Café located at 3718 Riverdale Avenue and 
ransacked the store’s offi ce. 

On Feb. 17, at approximately 2 a.m., the 
suspect unsuccessfully attempted to gain ac-
cess to the front door of the Tibbett Diner lo-
cated at 3033 Tibbett Avenue. 

On Feb. 21, at 6 a.m., the suspect entered 
through the rear door of the Yo Burger locat-
ed at 3726 Riverdale Avenue and removed an 
undetermined amount of cash from the regis-
ters, and pried open an offi ce door. 

52nd PCT.
Sunday, Feb. 15, 4:30 p.m. — A sus-

pect entered the 31 year-old male victim’s 
2005 Honda Odyssey that he left running, 
unoccupied and double parked in front of 213 
E. 198th Street and fl ed with it to parts un-
known.

Thursday, Feb. 19, 3:25 p.m. — Police 
responded to 20 W. 190th Street for a 911 call 
of a female stabbed.  Upon arrival, responding 
offi cers observed a 52-year-old female with 
stab wounds to her chest and back. EMS also 
responded and transported the victim to St. 
Barnabus Hospital in critical condition.  Fur-
ther investigation produced a description of a 
suspect and after a brief canvass offi cers ar-
rested and charged a 42-year old male in con-
nection to the assault. 

 

Fighting for the People of the Bronx!
The Law Offices of

Stephen B.
Kaufman

Wills       Estates
ALL TYPES OF INJURIES
ALL TYPES OF ACCIDENTS

Please call now for your

FREE CONSULTATION
(718) 822-0500

EXPERIENCED PERSONAL INJURY

ATTORNEY AT LAW
2916 Bruckner Blvd.

The Bronx
217 Broadway

Manhattan

Let Us Help You!

Congratulations
 Bronx Times Reporter

Westchester Square 
Business Improvement District
25 Westchester Square, Bronx, NY 10461

718-597-4629  •  www.wsbid.org

Congratulations to The Bronx Times Reporter on  
your 35th Anniversary of serving the Bronx!

We look forward to many more years of success.

©
 T

H
E 

B
R

O
N

X 
D

ES
IG

N
 G

R
O

U
P



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEB. 27-MAR. 5, 2015 11  BTR

��������	
����������������
��������������
������������ 










�������� 	
��
 ���
� ����� 





����������������� 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEB. 27-MAR. 5, 201512    BTR

Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
Around Town: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
published. All announcements must be mailed 
to the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 East Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465,  before the Friday 
preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
Community Calendar: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups 
can have their special event dates announced free 
of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
Friday preceding publication.
Subscription Rates: Yearly subscriptions are 
$15.00; 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. 
Out of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
Change Of Address: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accom-
panied by the mailing label from your newspaper 
showing complete name, address and subscription 
number (top left corner).

Copyright © 2015 by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper 
nor any part thereof may be reproduced, copied or 
transmitted in any form, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, microfi lming, recording 
or by an information retrieval system without 
the express written permission of the publisher. 
This copyright is extended to the design  and 
text created for advertisements. Reproduction 
of said advertisement or any part thereof without 
the express written permission of Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc. is strictly prohibited.

Founded in 1981 by
Michael Benedetto and 

John Collazzi
CEO

Les Goodstein
PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER

Jennifer Goodstein
BRONX TIMES PUBLISHER

Laura Guerriero 
EDITOR

John Collazzi
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Patrick Rocchio
REPORTERS

Steven Goodstein
Rob Wirsing

Jaime Williams
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES

Leonard Vigliotti
Donna Marzi

PRODUCTION
Mauro DeLuca

Subscribing Community Groups
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Community Association
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
More surprises

in store?
Dear editor,
On page 6 of this past week’s 

Bronx Times Reporter, we re-
ceved news that the reopening 
of the Buhre Avenue train sta-
tion will be delayed again due 
to a piece of steel that needs 
to be ordered and fabricated. 
I feel the MTA could have in-
spected this station sooner 
and made the repairs them-
selves. I wonder what other 
problems and delays might lay 
ahead.

Joseph Wall

Winning movies
not shown here 

Dear editor,
In the many years that 

many movies graced the the-
atres in the Bronx, audiences 
saw a variety of fi lms, domes-
tic and foreign, commercial 
and independent. But within 
the last decade or so, many 
acclaimed independent fea-
tures have not been booked 
in any of the theatres in the 
borough, and of the eight 
fi lms nominated for Best Pic-
ture by the Academy Awards, 
only three - ‘American Sniper,’ 
‘The Imitation Game’ and 
‘Selma’ - played in the remain-
ing two multiplex cinemas in 
the Bronx, and for the second 
year in a row, a Best Picture 
awardee - ‘Birdman’ - was not 
been booked to play at either 
the Bay Plaza or Concourse 
Plaza multiplexes.    

While the reasons are clear 
that the majority of Bronxites 
prefer mainstream commer-
cial fare, there is an audience 
in the borough that wishes to 
see critically-acclaimed inde-
pendent and art fi lms in their 
neighborhood and wish not 
to travel outside the borough. 
Perhaps it is time for someone 
to establish a non-profi t, inde-
pendent movie house that will 
show such fi lms. The Bronx 
should not be known as the re-
pository for low-brow cinema.

Kevin Scott

Dismissed for
signature

Dear editor,
On Saturday, February 21, 

the pastor of St. Frances de 
Chantal, in his Lenten purple 
vestments, fi ve minutes be-
fore entering the church to of-

fer Mass and consecrate the 
Eucharist, engaged in an un-
pleasant exchange with Bar-
ney Reilly, a parishioner for 
over 30 years, and dismissed 
him from his long-held volun-
tary position as head-usher at 
the 5 p.m. Mass.  The stated 
reason for the dismissal is that 
Mr. Reilly was one of the sign-
ers of a letter mailed to parish-
ioners in October.  This letter 
called attention to problems 
in the parish, encouraged pa-
rishioners both to write let-
ters to the Archdiocese and to 
reduce their weekly contribu-
tions until our questions are 
addressed.

Fr. Miqueli, the pastor, had 
attempted to dismiss him in 
the past, but with the encour-
agement of friends and fel-
low-parishioners, Mr. Reilly 
refused to step down.  There 
had been no complaints about 
his service, nor any question 
about his suitability to serve 
in this voluntary position.  

This time, however, the pas-
tor told Mr. Reilly that the po-
lice would be summoned if he 
attempted to take his position 
as usher.  Mr. Reilly called his 
bluff and replied, “Go ahead.  
Call the police.”  The pastor 
then backed down from his 
threat, stating that, “This is 
not the time or place.”  

Well, if it was neither the 
time nor the place, shouldn’t 
Fr. Miqueli have understood 
that before making the threat?  
And to behave in such a shabby 
manner in a public venue mo-
ments before entering the 
church is so shockingly inap-
propriate for a Catholic priest 
that it defi es understanding.

The outcome of this con-
frontation is that Mr. Reilly 
has had to relinquish his posi-
tion.  He had endured the pas-
tor’s intimidating tactics over 
the past several months, but 
was fi nally forced to surren-
der to this injustice.     

Mr. Reilly truly did not de-
serve such rude treatment.

J. C. Bitner 

Collections 
are normal

Dear editor

     I am surprised that the 
Bronx Times published the 
letter ‘Pastor over collects.’ 
There is no proof to back it’s 
innuendo.

If the author, Mr. Boyle, 
reads this week’s Catholic 
News, he will learn that Car-
dinal Dolan’s article explains 

that the archdiocese asks all 
of its parishes to have second 
collections almost every week.  
Collections are not decisions 
made by the pastor.

Anne Coleman

No more daily
local news

Dear editor,
The New York Daily News 

has closed its Bronx Bureau 
offi ce.

Weekly newspapers, such 
as the Bronx Times and Bronx 
Times Reporter, provide more 
in-depth coverage of local 
news not found in major daily 
newspapers.

Please join me, along with 
your neighbors, who read 
the local weekly community 
newspapers. Patronize their 
advertisers; they provide the 
revenues necessary to keep 
them in business. Let the ad-
vertisers know where you saw 
their ad.

Larry Penner

Think
scouting

Dear editor,
    Cub Scout Pack 182 had 

their 47th annual award din-
ner Saturday, February 15, at 

the First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck.  Yes, with the 
weather as bad as it was, all 
turned out to honor, encour-
age, acknowledge and have 
fun with these great kids.  The 
food was great too, each of us 
brought our own specialty, 
with lots of fun and prizes for 
all. 

Everyone worked very 
hard as they do for each event, 
for these special boys, our fu-
ture leaders.  And that they 
are. The boy scouts came too 
and you can see how well they 
work with the younger boys 
and help the adults: “Don’t 
pick that up Cathy, it is to 
heavy for you, I will carry it to 
the car for you.”  

I am so proud of all of them.  
Many of the adult volunteers 
don’t even have children in 
the pack.

So, parents and grandpar-
ents do them, you, our com-
munity and country a favor 
and get the young men in-
volved with this pack. There 
are many Eagle Scouts who 
came from here. 

If you want more infor-
mation you can call Lucy 
Costello,  after 6 p.m. at (718) 
823-6035 or email her at Lucil-
leCostello@verizon.net (put 
scouts or something like that 
in the subject line). 

Cathy ‘Aunt Cathy’ Praino

Letters to the editor are welcome from all 
readers. They should be addressed care of 
this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 E. 
Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465, or e-
mail to bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. 

All letters, including those submitted via e-
mail, MUST be signed and with a verifi able 
address and telephone number included.
 
Note that the  address and telephone number  
will NOT be published and the name will be 
published or withheld upon request. 

No unsigned letters can be accepted for pub-
lication. 

The editor reserves the right to edit all sub-
missions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEB. 27-MAR. 5, 2015 13  BTR

 

New York State Assembly 
Mark Gjonaj 

80th Assembly District 
1126 Pelham Parkway South 

Bronx, New York 10461 
(718) 409-0109 

Gjonajm@assembly.state.ny.us 

Congratulations to the 
 

Bronx Times 
Reporter  

 

On their 35thAnniversary! 
 

Thank you for your continued service 
 to our community! 

“You can only get out of a community that which you 
out into it.” – Mark Gjonaj 

“You can only get out of a community that which you 
put into it.” - Mark Gjonaj



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEB. 27-MAR. 5, 201514    BTR

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Although the future Metro-North stations in the Bronx are still quite a ways 

off, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. is proactively planning for the growth 
they could spur.

“In advance of our four new east Bronx Metro-North stations, we are exam-
ining rezoning opportunities in these neighborhoods,” Diaz announced during 
his state of the borough address last week.

Those four future stations—in Hunts Point, Parkchester, Morris Park and 
Co-op City—are part of the MTA’s Penn Station Access plan to use the existing 
Amtrak line to connect the east Bronx to Manhattan and Connecticut’s New 
Haven Line.

The $743 million project is included in the MTA’s 2015-2019 Capital Program, 
but is only in its early stages of development.

Of the four sites, there are two areas with the potential for signifi cant devel-
opment, said a spokeswoman for the borough president. 

Parts of Eastchester Road in Morris Park and East Tremont Avenue in the 
Parkchester area near the future stations are currently zoned predominantly 
for manufacturing and commercial use, and both these areas have a signifi cant 
number of under-utilized commercial or warehouse-type properties. This offers 
an opportunity for the development of mixed-use residential and retail commu-
nities.  

The borough president feels residential development in close proximity to 
the stations would make them attractive for families and individuals interested 
in having access to both New York City’s central business district and suburban 
employment opportunities.

“The new Metro-North options in Co-op City, Parkchester, Morris Park and 
Hunts Point will not only make our region’s transportation system stronger,” 
said Diaz in a statement. “It will also open up our borough and its residents to 
new economic opportunities such as more variety and affordable housing, new 
retail businesses and increased accessibility to others borough, resulting in re-
duced transportation costs and easier commutes for Bronx residents.”

The Metro-North expansion plan has the potential of creating close to 5,400 
jobs in the Bronx, said Diaz, and could help revitalize existing retailers.

With state-of-the-art equipment, lively group 
exercise classes, refreshing swimming pools 

and soothing saunas, you’ll find your workout 
at the Y. Join the Bronx YMCA today! 

�� Free Adult Group Exercise Classes  
�� New Cardio Fitness Equipment  
�� Supervised Child Watch 
�� Y Fit Start: A free 12 week program of indi-

vidual exercises designed for new and  
      returning participants  
�� Priority Online Program Registration  

Diaz explores rezoning 
near new train stations

A rendering of the future Metro North commuter train station in Morris Park. Courtesy of MTA

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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BASIC DJ (NON-STOP ENTERTAINMENT 
NY CORP.) PACKAGE 

BASIC SETUP WITH BLACK BOOTH 
ONE LIGHT ON THE GROUND 

MC AND DJ 
5 HOURS OF MUSIC 
ALL FORMALITIES 

BASIC PHOTOGRAPHER  
(RUNWAY FOTO) PACKAGE 

(1) PHOTOGRAPHER 
FULL DAY COVERAGE (NO OVERTIME UP TO 12 HOURS) 

GETTING READY, PARK (FAMILY PORTRAITS), RECEPTION 
ALL IMAGES EDITED AND ENHANCED 

HIGH RESOLUTION DIGITAL IMAGES DELIVERED ON CUSTOM USB

BUFFET PACKAGE
AN EXTENSIVE COLD SALAD BAR 

CHOICE OF 2 PASTA
CHOICE OF 3 ENTREES 

CHOICE OF SALAD 
CHOICE OF VEGETABLES 

EXPRESSO, COFFEE, AND TEA 
ASSORTED ITALIAN COOKIES AND PASTRIES

ATTENTIVE WAIT STAFF 
VALET PARKING
COAT CHECK

 **Tax and Gratiity not included**

$9999  
SPECIAL 

PACKAGE  
PER PERSON 

-INCLUDES-

101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM
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DISCOVER WHAT’S IN STORE
AT THROGGS NECK SHOPPING CENTER
Come shopping for great values at Throggs 
Neck Shopping Center—conveniently located 
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FEATURING TOP RETAIL STORES AND RESTAURANTS 

GREAT VALUES 

& CONVENIENT LOCATION

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Show business is coming to 

the Bronx. 
A fi lm studio will soon be 

built in Soundview by York 
Studios, Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. announced in 
his State of the Borough ad-
dress last week.

York Studios’ current 
Queens site has seen the fi lm-
ing of known projects includ-
ing television show ‘Elemen-
tary’ and the recent feature 
fi lm ‘This is Where I Leave 
You.”

The project will be the 
company’s second location, 
and will be built on an 11-acre 
site on Story Avenue, north of 
Soundview Park, said John 
Battista, York Studios’ execu-
tive vice president of opera-
tions.

That site is the former home 
of defense contractor Loral 
Electronics, which closed in 
the late 1990s. 

When the Bronx Academy 
Senior High School was built 
on part of the property in 2004, 
concerns were raised about 
the environmental safety of 
the site due to contaminants 
in the soil. 

Film industry to develop Soundview site

The transfer school has 
since been renamed the Bronx 
Arena High School.

The new studio will feature 
eight fi lm stages available for 
shooting movies, television, 
commercials and music vid-
eos, and the facilities will be 
spread across three different 

buildings.
The company hopes to 

break ground on the fi rst 
half of the development this 
summer, said Battista, and it 
should be up and running a 
year to 18 months after that.

“It’s very early,” he said. 
“We’re still in the planning 

stages”
The owners of the studios 

chose the Bronx for their ex-
pansion because they saw 
great opportunity in the bor-
ough, said Battista.

“They look at the Bronx as 
a the next up and coming area 
of the city,” he said.

They feel the studio will 
be an asset to the borough 
and the neighborhood, said 
Battista, and that it will help 
spark growth. He pointed out 
that employees and visitors to 
the studio will patronize local 
businesses like restaurants, 
supermarkets and dry clean-
ers.

“We believe it will generate 
more business in the Bronx,” 
said Battista.

The borough president is 
similarly enthusiastic about 
the positive impacts of the stu-
dio.

“The development of a tele-
vision and fi lm studio in The 
Bronx, in partnership with 
York Studios, is of a great sig-
nifi cance,” he said in a state-
ment.

 The studios will create 
hundreds of jobs, said Diaz, 
and will provide a hub for cre-
ative industries.

“Moreover, it will help to 
attract out-of-borough and out-
of-state investments; [while] 
creating high-paying jobs and 
contributing to the economic 
and civic vitality of our com-
munity while stimulating cul-
tural tourism,” said Diaz.

Preliminary plans for York Studios’ development in Soundview. Courtesy of the Borough President’s offi ce



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEB. 27-MAR. 5, 2015 17  BTR

CONGRATULATIONS
BRONX TIMES REPORTER

JACOBI MEDICAL CENTER
NORTH CENTRAL BRONX HOSPITAL
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 Family Health Center is moving to 1 Fordham Plaza
 More Physicians, Better Care for Your Family

Call 718-933-2400 to make an appointment.

� Providing excellent preventive care for the entire family in new 
    state-of-the-art facilities.

� Treating all major illnesses with additional specialty services. 
    Specializing in chronic conditions, such as diabetes, asthma and HIV.

� Same-day appointments available.

� A member of the Bronx Community Health Network (BCHN); 
    No one is refused care.

�Montefiore Family Health Center
     www.montefiore.org/FHC 

We’re Moving!

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A White Plains Road store’s 

effort to move out its entire in-
ventory is running itself into 
trouble.

Bed & Bath, located on 2143 
White Plains Road just off of 
Lydig Avenue, has ‘Everything 
Must Go’ and ‘Going out of 
Business’ signs under its aw-
ning. Here’s the issue - these 
signs have been there for over 
three months according to 
complaints.

According to nyc.gov, if a 
business is advertising that 
they are having a sale or offer-
ing to sell public merchandise 
in connection with a declared 
purpose, such as a fi re, going 
out of business, renovation, 
etc., the business must have a 
special sale license. 

A ‘Going Out of Business’ 
special sale license costs $50 for 
30 days, and can be renewed by 
Consumer Affairs two consec-
utive times, at least one week 
before it expires.

According to the White 
Plains Road Business Improve-
ment District, however, these 
signs have been outside the 
store for over 90 days without 

‘Closing’ for months store banners raise concern
a renewal permit, which has 
prompted the BID to write a let-
ter to the business this week, 
asking them to cease and desist 
immediately its alleged false 
advertising.

“Every store in this area is 
a member of the White Plains 
Road BID, which means that 
they must follow the rules that 
the BID sets, which includes 
having a special sales license if 
the business wishes to put ‘Go-
ing Out of Business’ signs in 
front of their establishment,” 
said Joe Thompson, executive 
director of the White Plains 
Road BID. 

“Merchants have to make 
a living too, but there are laws 
and rules that come with being 
a merchant, either in a BID or 
any district.”

Thompson added that al-
though the business has not 
obeyed this particular law, 
they have been cooperative in 
the past - by previously mov-
ing their merchandise closer to 
the store when it was too far out 
onto the sidewalk. 

He also said that since its 
are a fairly new business, the 
management may not used to 

being located in a BID area, 
and may not be aware of all of 
the BID’s rules.

“We don’t anticipate any 
disobedience from them when 
we ask them to cease and de-
sist,” said Thompson, referring 
to the business. “If they don’t 
comply, the issue will be han-
dled by Consumer Affairs, who 
will also fi gure out the punish-
ment, whether it’s a fi ne or oth-
erwise.”

Customers who have passed 
this store and it’s signs on a 
daily basis for over a month 
might see this situation as a po-
tential scam. 

To it’s employees, however, 
it’s anything but that, as the 
signs are helping the process 
of the store’s eventual transfor-
mation into a furniture store. 

“Business at this store has 
been slow, even when we low-
ered the prices of our items,” 
said Mike Angelo, Bed & Bath’s 
store manager, who complained 
about the lack of pedestrian 
traffi c on White Plains Road 
compared to Fordham Road. 

“We’re trying to clear the 
merchandise out of this store 
to make room for the new 

merchandise for the furni-
ture store, but 30 days is not 
long enough to clear an entire 
store.” 

Angelo further explained 
that the signs are to make the 
business switch easier - not to 
scam, and that taking these 
signs down will delay that pro-
cess.

“Even though they haven’t 

sped up the process much, these 
signs are designed to make the 
transformation progress easier 
for us,” said Angelo. 

“Why would I put together 
a scam? For the 2 or 3 people 
come into my store each hour? 
The only way this merchandise 
will be taken out of here is if I 
put an ‘Everything Free’ sign 
outside the store,” he added.

According to the White Plains Road BID and local residents, Bed & Bath 
has allegedly displayed false advertising suggesting the store is closing 
in a matter of months. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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2015/2016 Registration

OPEN HOUSE
GRADES NURSERY – 8

Tuesday, March 10th
9am to 11am and 7pm

ext.

Registration applications and further information will be available at the school.
Accredited by the AdvancED Accredited/NCA

If you cannot join us for Open House,
Call for Daily Tours.

St. Lucy School

Universal Pre-K Available
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
One of the main though-

fares in the west Bronx is the 
subject of a rezoning plan.

Jerome Avenue, a two 
mile, 72-block stretch rang-
ing just south of Mullaly 
Park, north to Woodlawn 
Cemetery is currently under-
going an evaluation which 
will result in more affordable 
housing units, jobs and zon-
ing changes in Community 
Board 7, as well as boards 4 
and 5.

For this plan, the NYC De-
partment of City Planning, 
who is working with the 
Housing Preservation and De-
velopment, Parks and Recre-
ation, the NYC Economic De-
velopment Corporation and 
Small Business Services on 
this project, is encouraging 
local residents, businesses 
and institutions to evaluate 
and identify the areas’ op-
portunities, so that housing 
units, jobs and economic de-
velopment can come to frui-
tion while existing housing, 
pedestrian safety, parks and 
schools, among other attri-
butes, are improved.

“Our (HPD’s) intention 
is not just to build build-

Jerome Ave. Corridor Study calls for housing
ings, our intention is to build 
neighborhoods,” said Ted 
Weinstein, director of Bronx 
Planning at HPD. “Unfortu-
nately, the Bronx is only 43 
square miles and more land 
can’t be created, so we have 
to build with the resources 
that are available to work to-
wards aggressive rezoning.”

The multi-neighborhood 
evaluation, also known as 
the Jerome Avenue Study, 
is part of Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio’s Housing New York Plan, 
which is a ten-year strategy 
to create 200,000 affordable 
housing units and over 7,000 
permanent jobs for New York 
City residents.

Although the study is be-
ing conducted on the major-
ity of the avenue, the main 
focus of the Jerome Avenue 
study is between 167th and 
180th streets, known to many 
residents as the Jerome Av-
enue Corridor, and which 
provides major transit ac-
cess for residents living in 
Concourse, Highbridge, Mor-
ris Heights, Mount Eden, 
Mount Hope and University 
Heights.

Currently, the area’s exist-
ing zoning allows for heavy 

commercial and light indus-
trial use but does not permit 
residential development. 

Contributing even further 

to this issue is the fact that 
the zoning currently in effect 
is from 1961, with land use 
patterns stemming back to 
the 1930s and earlier.

An additional factor is 
that 80 percent of housing de-
velopments in the study area 
were built before 1950, leav-
ing these neighborhoods and 
many of their residents with 
inadequate housing. This 
particular study aims to pro-
mote affordable housing with 
an Inclusionary Housing 
Program.

Another issue is econom-
ics - the median household 
income of $27,000 per year, 
is almost half of the city me-
dian income of $52,000.

 With this study, however, 
DCP, along with NYC EDC 
and SBS look to generate 
more, higher paying jobs op-
portunities within the area.

“The Jerome Avenue Cor-
ridor Planning Study rep-
resents an opportunity to 
engage the diverse surround-
ing communities in planning 
for the future of their neigh-
borhoods,” said Carol Samol, 
director of the Bronx De-
partment of City Planning. 
“Through this process, we 

will identify and evaluate op-
portunities to address a wide 
range of needs and goals, in-
cluding the creation and pres-
ervation of signifi cant afford-
able housing, strengthening 
retail, expanding training 
and job opportunities, and 
providing infrastructure 
services, parks and walk-
able, safe streets.”

Community-wide events 
pertaining to this study, co-
sponsored by community 
boards 4 and 5 as well as the 
Davidson Center, will launch 
in March with three public 
open houses, giving residents 
of the area an opportunity 
to express their goals, input 
and issues in the neighbor-
hood, as well as suggest com-
munity planning ideas. 

These meetings will take 
place at the Bronx Museum 
of the Arts, 1040 Grand Con-
course on Saturday, March 
14th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and at the Davidson Commu-
nity Center, 2038 Davidson 
Avenue on Thursday, March 
26th from 6:30 to 8  p.m. for 
Spanish speakers. The date, 
time and location of the third 
open house has not been de-
termined yet.

The Jerome Avenue Study will 
result in the area’s rezoning, gen-
erating more affordable housing 
units and jobs for residents. 
 Steven Goodstein / Community News 
Group
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GET MORE 
WITH ALMA

almabank.com / 718.267.ALMA (2562) / 13 Convenient Locations in New York & New Jersey

 *Customers must have a Checking Account and sign up for e-Statements to qualify for free incoming wire transfers. Other fees may apply. **The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of February 6, 2015. 
Rates may change at anytime except as noted herein. To qualify for the promotions, $10,000 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. Other restrictions apply. Fees may reduce earnings. 
Early withdrawal fees may apply. New money only. Limit one account per customer. For current rate/APY or to obtain a copy of the Truth In Savings Disclosure, visit your nearest branch or call 855.541.1000.

2.00%
APY

5 YEAR CDs AT 
**1.50%

APY

4 YEAR CDs AT 
**

FREE INCOMING WIRE TRANSFERS
Whether its Personal or for Business, when you bank with us, free incoming  

wire transfers are just one of the many ways we like to say thank you.*
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#1 Studio For The Past 34 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

SPRING CLASSES AND SUMMER PERFORMING ARTS DAY CAMP
Thursday and Friday, February 26th and 27th, 3:00–8:00pm 

Saturday, February 28th, 9:00am–5:00pm 
Monday–Wednesday, March 2nd–4th, 3:00–8:00pm 

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

CLASSES IN:
NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPION 2014!

WE’RE #1 WITH MOMS!

ABT, MTV, 
Broadway and Dance Companies

Only

GET SOCIAL!

VISIT US AT 
ONE OF OUR 
3 LOCATIONS

Nobody Does it Like Fancy Feet!

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An upcoming event isgen-

erating a competition among 
Bronx youngsters.

On Tuesday, February 17, 
Senator Jeff Klein announced 
the launch of the New York 
State Senate’s 5th annual 
Earth Day Poster Contest to 
celebrate and honor Earth 
Day, encouraging young stu-
dents to get involved.

The competition encour-
ages Bronx and Westchester 
students, kindergarten 
through sixth grade, to take 
part in the festivities on Earth 
Day by working on posters and 
honoring a day that has been 
celebrated annually, on April 
22, since 1970 in the United 
States.

The theme of this year’s 
Earth Day celebration is ‘re-
duce, reuse, recycle’ - three ac-
tions that, according to Klein, 
will keep this planet environ-
mentally healthy and a much 
greener place.

“By adopting simple, every-
day green habits, we can work 
to preserve our environment 
and keep it clean, healthy and 
safe for future generations,” 
said Klein. “The Earth Day 

Sen. Klein launches Earth Day poster contest
Poster Contest is a fun way 
to raise awareness and teach 
our children about the impor-
tance of recycling and other 
environmentally-friendly ac-
tions we can take to protect 
our planet.”

Since 1970, over 20 million 
Americans have participated 
in the celebration of Earth 
Day, helping to improve the 
earth’s air and water quality. 

The Clean Air Act, Clean 
Water Act and Endangered 
Species Act have also con-
tributed to the effort. In 1990, 
Earth Day became an interna-
tional focus.

For elementary school stu-
dents, the world is theirs in 
this competition - as they have 
an opportunity to show their 
creativity and awareness re-
garding Earth Day and its im-
portance.

“These kinds of creative 
endeavors encourage young 
people to express for them-
selves why the natural re-
sources in the Bronx, such as 
the Bronx River and our 7,000 
acres of parkland, are impor-
tant and why we should take 
care of them,” said Maggie 
Scott Greenfi eld, director of 

Programs and Development at 
the Bronx River Alliance. 

“We’ve made so much prog-
ress in cleaning up the river 
as a resource for Bronx com-
munities because of thou-
sands of children, parents and 
community leaders working 
together.”

“Earth Day is an impor-
tant day to celebrate this prog-
ress,” Greenfi eld added.

The winning posters from 
this year’s contest will be dis-
played on Klein’s offi cial web-
site and social media sites, 
such as Facebook and Twitter. 
Participants will also receive 
a certifi cate that acknowl-
edges their participation in 
the competition.

Students who wish to par-
ticipate in this event must sub-
mit their entry online at www.
klein.nysenate.gov by Mon-
day, April 6.

(Right) An Earth Day fl yer suggests 
ways the community can keep the 
planet environmentally healthy - 
reducing, reusing and recycling. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEB. 27-MAR. 5, 2015 23  BTR

ATTENTION JOB SEEKERS
New York State Senator Jeff Klein &
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce

Invite You to the

CDL Interview Fair
On the spot interviews and immediate job opportunities available for CDL 
driving positions. CDL license is REQUIRED of all prospective candidates.

Interested non-licensed drivers come learn about 
exclusive free licensing opportunities!

Thursday, March 5th
5:00PM - 7:30PM

Hutchinson Metro Center
1200 Waters Place Bronx, NY 10461

This event is co-sponsored by:

Please contact Senator Klein’s Office at (718) 822-2049 to schedule your 
interview! You MUST be a Bronx Resident to RSVP for this event.

H.I.R.E.
BRONX

HELP IDENTIFY REAL EMPLOYMENT
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
When one life ends, another 

begins.
For over a decade, St. Bene-

dict’s Church has been offering 
a bereavement support group 
for people undergoing grief fol-
lowing a loved one’s death.

A spring session is sched-
uled to meet this Saturday, 
February 28 from 11 a.m. until 
12:30 p.m. in the convent.

According to Sister Betty 
McLaughlin, O.P., the group 
meets biannually in the fall 
and spring for eight meetings 
spread throughout the respec-
tive seasons. 

St. Benedict’s spring session 
will continue its run on Satur-
day, April 25.

All are welcomed to attend 
she said,adding that no one 
is ever forced to speak at the 
meetings. 

“The price of loving some-
one deeply is to have to suffer 
the experience of loss. However, 
it is worth the price because 
this individual still fi lls your 
heart with memories which 
will never die and we are better 
people because we have loved 
them and they have loved us,” 
explained Sr. McLaughlin.

Parishes offer bereavement support groups 
This group presents a won-

derful networking opportunity 
for people to meet others who 
are undergoing the same ardu-
ous journey in their lives. the 
program’s moderator said. 

Refreshments will also be 
served during these meetings 
to promote a comforting envi-
ronment for all who attend. 

If you or someone you know 
may be interested, contact Sr. 
Betty McLaughlin at (718) 828-
3403 ext. 104.

“If the death of that loved 
one makes a person live life bet-
ter, then their death was not in 
vain,” explained Sr. McLaugh-
lin.

St. Frances de Chantal will 
also be conducting a bereave-
ment support group session 
during the springtime. 

The 25-year strong program 
will conduct its fi rst meeting 
on the evening of Thursday, 
March 19 inside the church’s 
Parish Meeting Room. 

Similar to St. Benedict’s, St. 
Frances de Chantal’s biannual 
support group will have eight 
meetings spread out through 
June.

“The purpose of this group 
is to enable people to come to-

gether to promote healing 
through understanding and to 
help them work through their 
grief and readjustment by mu-
tual support and encourage-
ment,” said Sister Joan Marie 
O’Leary, O.P.

Sr. O’Leary revealed that 
sharing and education are this 
group’s two main components. 

She added it is vital for peo-
ple coping with grief to fi nd a 
safe environment for them to 
share what they are experienc-
ing. 

The education portion of 
this program will give mem-
bers a presentation focusing on 
an array of topics such as an-
ger, guilt, loneliness, readjust-
ment and memories following 
the loss of a loved one.     

If interested, contact Sr. 
Joan Marie O’Leary at (718) 
792-5500 ext. 13 before Monday, 
March 16.

These two groups will uti-
lize Care Notes, professional 
literature which covers a wide 
array of topics concerning the 
grieving process and are free to 
participants. 

Both parishes work in con-
junction with Calvary Hospital, 
which offers a plethora of be-

reavement support groups for 
children, teens, young adults, 
adults and the elderly.

Bereavement services are 
offered at the Bronx-based hos-
pital as well as St. Joseph High 
School in downtown Brooklyn. 
They are open to the public and 
free of charge.

Lynne Marie Pappalardi, 
offi cer coordinator of bereave-
ment services, has seen inter-
est in the program grow expo-

nentially over the years.
“If someone is having trou-

ble living their everyday life 
following the loss of a loved 
one, it helps in their healing 
process that they attend these 
services,” Pappalardi said. 

To schedule an appoint-
ment, contact either Dr. Sherry 
Schachter, director of bereave-
ment service at (718) 518-2125 or 
Pappalardi at (718) 518-2173.

Starting this week, both St. Frances de Chantal Church and St. Benedict’s 
Church will be offering bereavement support group services. File Photo

OR TAKE $5000 OFF MSRP!^

*Price(s) include all costs to be paid by consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees & taxes. ^Cannot be combined with any other offers. To qualified buyers.
Photos are illustrative only. Prices may vary. See dealer for details. Offers end 3/2/15. NYCDCA#0927744, DMVFAC#7070432 ©2015 BOCPARTNERS.COM

3211 EAST TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY
SHOWROOM HOURS: MON-THURS:9-8 FRI:9-7 • SAT:9-5 

MILEABUICKGMC.COM

AutoGroup

250Vehicles
In Stock!

Conquest Lease
Cash Available

Milea Welcomes all Costco, Teachers,
and Credit Union Member Discounts!

888.293.8472

Trade Out Of Your Current Lease
Early! Any Make or Model.

Stk#15056, Ttl due $2,709 ($2,015 Down, $99 1st
Payment, $0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k
mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments
$2,376, Residual: $15,993. Price incl $2,820 CCR
& $1,500 GM Conquest if qual. 

$99

2015 BUICK ENCORE

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

Stk#15015b, Leather, Navigation, Sunrf, Ttl due $2,839 ($2,015
Down, $229 1st Pymnt, $0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k
mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl pymnts $8,931, Residual:
$17,825. Price incl $1,300 CCR & $1,500 GM Conquest if qual. 

$229

2015 BUICK REGAL

Stk#15229, Ttl due $2,839 ($2,015 Down, $229 1st
Payment, $0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k
mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments
$8,931, Residual: $22,509. Price incl $950 CCR &
$1,500 GM Conquest if qual. 

$229

2015 GMC ACADIA SLE AWD

Stk#15021b, Ttl due $2,779 ($2,015 Down, $169
1st Payment, $0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax.
10k mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl pay-
ments $4,056, Residual: $16,484. Price incl $300
CCR & $1,500 GM Conquest if qual. 

$169

2015 BUICK VERANO

In Stock & Available For Immediate Delivery

ALL-NEW 2015 GMC CANYON

LEASE
FOR 39
MOS*

SAVINGS EVENT!
PRESIDENTIAL

EXTENDED!
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*Terms and conditions apply. For a complete list of benef its and discounts, visit www.yankees.com/universe. 
A portion of Yankees Universe proceeds goes to the Yankees Universe Fund at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.

For more information on 2015 packages,
call (800) GO-YANKS or visit WWW.YANKEES.COM/UNIVERSE

2015

2015

2015

• FOUR (4) FIELD LEVEL TICKETS  
 to a select 2015 regular-season home game* 
• Yankees Universe Nike Long Sleeve Dri-FIT Shirt
• Limited-edition Brett Gardner Bobblehead
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

2015

• TWO (2) 200 LEVEL TICKETS 
 to a select 2015 regular-season home game* 
• New York Yankees Driver Golf Head Cover
• New York Yankees Golf Towel
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) 200 LEVEL TICKETS 
 to a select 2015 regular-season home game* 
• New York Yankees Adjustable New Era Hat
• Limited-edition Brett Gardner Bobblehead 
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

See website for other 
available packages
• Yankees Universe Baby Package
• Yankees Universe Puppy Package

Preferred by
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Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

WINTER SPECIAL

$500
OFF

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A historic building in the 

Bronx is longing for a new ten-
ant - and a new purpose.

The Old Fordham Library, 
formerly known as the Bronx 
Central Library, located on 
2556 Bainbridge Avenue, just 
off of Coles Lane, is currently 
vacant, but various proposals 
of potential tenants and pur-
poses have given the building 
glimpses of life again.

The 90-plus-year old Geor-
gian style building was orig-
inally designed in 1923 by 
architectural fi rm McKim, 
Mead & White, who were also 
responsible for designing 
Manhattan’s old Pennsylva-
nia Station and Columbia Uni-
versity’s main campus. 

At the time it was built, the 
Bronx Central Library was 
the largest library in the bor-
ough.

The library included an 
upstairs area for children, es-
pecially for high school and 
college students working on 

Old Fordham Library 
seeks new purpose

research papers, as well as a 
downstairs area for adults. 

The building also included 
a lecture area, and was used 
to teach immigrants, particu-
larly of Irish, Italian and Jew-
ish decent, how to read and 
write English and get adjusted 
to American culture.

The Bronx Central Library 
remained open until 2005, 
when a larger Bronx Library 
Center was built just blocks 
away on 310 E. Kingsbridge 
Road between East Fordham 
Road and East 192nd Street. It 
was the fi rst city-owned green 
building. 

The Bronx Library Cen-
ter opened to the public three 
months after the Bronx Cen-
tral Library offi cially closed 
its doors.

Since it’s closing, the Old 
Fordham Library has not been 
completely out of use. 

Since 2005, the building 
has been used to store city re-
cords and in 2008, there were 
proposals to turn it into a 24/7 

animal shelter, which would 
have been a fi rst in the Bronx. 
However, these plans eventu-
ally fell through.

More recently, the Ford-
ham community and its lead-
ers have been leaning towards 
turning the former library 
into something benefi cial for 
the neighborhood, such as a 
recreational or a youth center. 

In 2009, Sistas and Brothas 
United, a youth group of the 
Northwest Bronx Community 
and Clergy Coalition, rallied 
for it to undergo community 
minded-development. 

Currently, the building is 
used on occasion by an arts 
and dance group. 

A Bronx historian how-
ever, has another idea for the 
building’s use.

“Make it the new home of 
the Bronx Country Histori-
cal Society,” said Lloyd Ultan. 
“The location and the space 
would be perfect for the orga-
nization.”

The historic Old Fordham Library building has been seeking a new pur-
pose and tenant ever since it offi cially closed to the public in 2005. 
 Steven Goodstein / Community News Group

Congratulations
 Bronx Times Reporter
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Need Help Paying For
Your Medicare Costs?

We can help you apply 
for programs that may help you 

save money on prescription drugs
and other Medicare costs.

Our experienced HIICAP counselors 
are available by appointment or telephone

for free Medicare counseling. 

For more information 
call 311 and ask for “HIICAP” 

or visit our website 
www.nyc.gov/aging

Department for
the Aging
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Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

FEBRUARY EXTRAVAGANZA!

FEBRUARY 
“PUCKER” 
SPECIAL!

Have your lips fi lled 
and a friend pays ½ price
Free Consultation. Limited Time Offer.

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    
Botox  
Fillers 
 Skin Tightening 
Sclerotherapy
Electrolysis
Hormone Replacement 
Therapy

BEFORE

AFTER

The following is a letter from the 
New York State Press Association in 
response to a provision in Gov. Cuo-
mo’s state budget that would elimi-
nate the requirement to publish in 
local newspapers proposed constitu-
tional amendments prior to an elec-
tion. Instead, those proposal would be 
published on government websites.

Memorandum of Opposition

Repeal of Newspaper Publica-

tion of Proposed Constitutional 

Amendments

Public Protection and Gen-

eral Government Article VII Bill, 

Part F

A.3005/S.2005

We strongly opposed to the gover-
nor’s proposal to eliminate newspa-
per public notice of proposed consti-
tutional amendments.

Instead of publishing public no-
tices, the board of elections would 
post an abstract and brief descrip-
tion of the proposed amendment 
somewhere on its website for three 
days in the week prior to the elec-
tion. 

The secretary of state would 
also post a notice somewhere on its 
website once per month for three 
months.

At a time when there is general 
agreement that there is a need to in-
crease transparency and account-
ability in state government, it is 
astounding that this provision is in-
cluded in a budget bill. Among the 
many reasons this is a very bad idea 
are:

1) By all accounts, broad swathes 
of New York State lack access to 
modern internet service. Governor 
Cuomo has recently unveiled a pro-
posal to begin to narrow this digital 
divide, and has said it will take ma-
jor investment over the course of sev-
eral years. This proposal disenfran-
chises voters in rural areas, voters 
who cannot afford a home computer 
with broadband access, and a signif-
icant number of voters who are not 
highly computer literate.

2) This proposal assumes that 
New York voters sift through state 
agency websites when looking for 
news that affects them. They do not. 
They turn to a local newspaper. Ex-
isting law requires that constitu-
tional amendment notices be dis-
seminated through a newspaper 
in each county of the state. Most of 
these newspapers land on voters’ 
doorsteps. Obscure and little-known 
state agency websites do not.

3) This proposal will not save 
money. Time after time, when advo-
cating for legislation that would re-
quire government agencies to post 
information on their websites, we 

have been told it is too difficult or 
expensive. To ensure a tamper-proof 
publication of these most vital legis-
lative initiatives would cost money, 
perhaps much more than the legisla-
tion estimates will be saved by elim-
inating newspaper public notice of 
amendments.

4) Newspaper publication keeps 
everyone honest. Knowing that a 
government document must be pub-
lished by an outside entity helps pre-
vent the possibility that such an im-
portant notice could be slanted or 
misstated. A state supreme court 
judge ruled in 2014 that the state 
board of elections included mislead-
ing language in its description of 
one proposed constitutional amend-
ment.

5) Newspaper publication pro-
vides a historic record. Government 
websites may not be maintained long 
term. Newspapers are preserved in 
libraries and newspaper archives 
for posterity.

6) The governor has called for a 
constitutional amendment to strip 
public pensions from legislators 
convicted of crimes, and yet this 
bill supports making the proposed 
language available only on obscure 
websites few voters will ever see.

The proposed legislation says it 
will save $342,000.

Total paid newspaper circula-
tion in New York is approximately 
8.6-million, and there are more than 
10 million registered voters in New 
York State, so the proposal saves 
about three pennies per voter. This 
doesn’t seem very cost-effective gov-
ernment.

Michelle K. Rea
Executive Director

New York Press Association
New York Press Service

To register your dissatisfaction 
with the governor’s plan, contact his 
office by phone at (518) 474–8390 or 
by writing to this address:

The Honorable Andrew M. 
Cuomo

Governor of New York State
NYS State Capitol Building
Albany, NY 12224
And here’s a list of state legisla-

tors you can also call:
Senator Jeffry Klein, 34th Senate 

District, District Office: (718) 822-
2049 , Albany Office: 518-455-3595

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, 
Assembly District 82, District Office: 
718-892-2235, Albany Office: 518-455-
5296

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, As-
sembly District 80, District Office: 
718-409-0109, Albany Office: 718-409-
0109

State Press Association: 
Cuomo’s proposal would 

hide big news 
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WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
35 Years Serving The Community

Formally of Morris Park

CALL THE SPECIALISTS

Midco Accounting Services Inc.                                                                                                                                  
1075 Central Park Avenue                                                                                                                                           

Apple Bank Plaza, Suite 205                                                                                                                                         
Scarsdale, New York  10583                                                                                                                                         

Tel: 914-723 -8500  Fax: 914-723-8576                                                                                                                      
www.midcotax.com                    

Michael J. Di Costanzo Sr.
Tax Consultant
michael@midcotax.com

Michael J. Di Costanzo Jr., CPA
miked@midcotax.com

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group of homeowners in Sound-

view and Clason Point are suing a de-
veloper and the Department of Build-
ings for $8 million in federal court for 
violating their constitutional rights. 

The suit, fi led on behalf of owners 
of six homes, claims damages against 
an umbrella building group known 
collectively as Bad Ass, and against 
DOB. 

It alleges that the two acted in con-
cert to approve housing permits for 
sub-standardly built homes that ulti-
mately failed to obtain permanent cer-
tifi cates of occupancy. 

The homeowners’ attorney, Susan 
Chana Lask, explained at a press con-
ference on Tuesday, February 24 that 
the homeowners cannot obtain a per-
manent CO from the DOB which hin-
ders them from reselling or refi nanc-
ing the homes. DOB refuses to go after 
Bad Ass, she said. 

The lawsuit alleges that DOB al-
lowed Bad Ass to sell the homes with 
temporary certifi cates of occupancy 
because it collects more than half its 
revenue from construction permits is-
sued to unscrupulous builders. 

“The Department of Buildings has 
ignored these people long enough,” she 
said. “It is responsible for safe housing, 
not issuing building permits for illegal 
housing because it is more concerned 

Homeowners fi le lawsuit against builder, DOB 
with its $100 million a year in revenue 
while people suffer.” 

Lask said that DOB’s actions 
amount to a constitutional property 
grab, and the suit states they are de-
prived of their rights under the United 
States Constitution’s Fifth Amend-
ment, which protects property rights. 

At the press conference, plaintiff 
Johanny DelaCruz said that rain liter-
ally pours into her home. 

“We thought we purchased the 
American dream, but the Department 
of Buildings and Bad Ass gave us a 
nightmare,” she said. “We live in a 
freezing, damp uninsulated structure 
that is illegal and frightening.” 

Plaintiff Martha Diaz said that 
when she moved into her house about 
seven years ago, she discovered that 
it did not have proper insulation and 
that the builder had made her bedroom 
smaller than what was in an original 
model. She paid about $600,000 for her 
home. 

Senator Jeff Klein and Assembly-
man Marcos Crespo support the belea-
guered homeowners. 

“The actions taken by unscrupu-
lous Bronx contractors to dupe un-
suspecting families into spending 
their life savings on uninhabitable 
new homes are reprehensible,” said 
Klein. “Not only are these new homes 
constructed poorly and with shoddy, 

Homeowners who are part of the federal lawsuit against the Department of Buildings are 
joined by their attorney and elected offi cials at a press conference on Tuesday, February 24.
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

cheap materials – they pose signifi -
cant health and safety concerns to the 
families living there.”

Crespo stated, “We can no longer 
allow unscrupulous individuals and 
shady companies to defraud those 
willing to invest in our community 
and make a commitment to raise their 
families in our neighborhoods. They 
deserve justice and today we take an-
other step in seeking it!”

The homes probably cannot be 
made habitable and need to be literally 

reconstructed, said Lask, who added 
she would like to see her clients receive 
damages to purchase new homes. 

Cheap, slipshod construction has 
led to black mold, said Lask, as well as 
poor plumbing and cracked walls.

DOB is issuing violations to inno-
cent homeowners instead of dealing 
with the developer, which has disap-
peared, she said.

A spokesman from the city Law De-
partment stated it would review the 
suit once it was fi led. 

1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

Available In Half Trays
and Whole Trays

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

FIND US ON:

Custom Made Hot or Cold 3 - 6 foot Heroes...
All Food Made Fresh On The Premises

Let Us Do The Work For Your Special Occasion!
No Party Too Large!

Appetizers, Sides, Salads, Pastas, Brick Oven Pastas, 
Chicken and Veal Dishes, Eggplant Dishes, Sausage Dish-

es, Seafood Dishes, Desserts...and More...
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SERVING

ACCOUNTING FIRMS
HEALTHCARE FACILITIES

LAW FIRMS
DOCTORS’ OFFICES

BENEFITS

PREVENT IDENTITY THEFT
WORKPLACE PRIVACY

SECURITY COMPLIANCE
PRIVACY ACT

ENVIRONMENTALL FRIENDLY

(References Upon Request)

B.I.C. LIC. #172 
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

Offering On-site Secure Document 
& Hard Drive Destruction
Our mission is to ensure business 
professionals and their clients/patients peace 
of mind that their personal information will 
be disposed of in a proper & legal manner. 

SANITATION 
SALVAGE 

CORP.
WWW.SANITATIONSALVAGECORP.COM

718.893.9300
718.893.5101
421 MANIDA STREET

BRONX, NY 10474

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE BRONX 
TIMES ON THEIR 35TH ANNIVERSARY!

At Sanitation Salvage Corp. We pride 
ourselves on steadfast dedication and 
commitment to our over 10,000 commercial 
customers throughout the tristate area.

*Introducting on-site document 
shredding & hard drive destruction

RUBBISH REMOVAL
MEDICAL WASTE DISPOSAL
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR DEMOLITION
COMPACTION SYSTEMS(INSTALLED AND SERVICED)
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS IN ALL SIZES
FAST, DEPENDABLE SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
35–100 YD. TRANSFER TRAILERS

SANITATION 
SALVAGE 

CORP.

Reliable. Responsible. Resourceful.
24 HOURS A DAY
7 DAYS A WEEK
FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED
SERVICING ALL 5 BOROUGHS, NASSAU AND WESTCHESTER COUNTIES
PROMPT, ATTENTIVE DISPATCHERS
SERVICES TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Re-engineering the environmental services industry 
one pick up at a time.

Business Integrity Commission License #172
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED WITH OVER 80 YEARS 

COMBINED EXPERIENCE

WWW.SANITATIONSALVAGECORP.COM

718.893.9300
718.893.5101
421 MANIDA STREET

BRONX, NY 10474

$425
10 yard*

3 Ton Limit

$550
20 yard*

4 Ton Limit

$700
30 yard*

5½ Ton Limit

$875
40 yard*

7 Ton Limit
*Credit Card Only *Any over weight $80 per ton
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NEWLY CONSTRUCTED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT/ELEVATOR BUILDING

Boston Road Residence is pleased to announce that applications are now being accepted for
60 affordable rental apartments now under construction between East 167th and 168th Streets in the Bronx. 
This project is being financed by New York State Homes and Community Renewal and the New York City 
Department of Housing Preservation and Development. Boston Road Residence will offer 24-hour security, a 
fitness room, garden, computer lab and on-site laundry. No pets allowed. The size, rent and targeted income 
distribution for the 60 apartments are as follows.

*Includes heat        **Income/rent guidelines are subject to change

# Apts.
Available

Apartment
Size

Household 
Size

Monthly Rent* 

Total  Annual
Income 
Range**
Minimum     
Maximum

60 Studio
300 ( sq. ft) 1 $550 $18,000 to 

$35,280

46 (80%) of the apartments are intended for individuals who are 55 years of age or older. Current 
and eligible residents of Bronx Community Board 3 will receive preference for 50% of the units. Eligible 
households that include persons with mobility impairments will receive preference for 5% of the units; eligible 
households that include persons with visual and/or hearing impairments will receive preference for 2% of the 
units; and eligible City of New York Municipal employees will receive a 5% preference. Preference will also be 
given to New York City residents and Veterans.

Qualified applicants will be required to meet income guidelines and additional selection criteria. Applications 
may be downloaded at www.commonground.org or requested by calling (212) 624-1471. Completed 

applications must be returned and postmarked by March 27, 2015. Applications postmarked after this 
date will be set aside for possible future consideration.

No Broker’s Fee or Application Fee

Call For Your Appointment

718-Tax-1040

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A detailed plan to help make specifi c 

accident-prone borough streets safer 
has been unveiled. 

A city Department of Transporta-
tion Pedestrian Safety Action Plan was 
released recently as part of Vision Zero, 
a citywide initiative to reduce traffi c fa-
talities.

It focuses the initiative on the most 
accident-prone traffi c corridors and 
intersections, and should bring about 
infrastructure planning and improve-
ments, enforcement and education. 

 NYPD offi cials joined Polly Trotten-
berg, DOT commissioner, at the Leon 
Senior Center in Melrose on Wednes-
day, February 18 for the release of the 
report, which was written in close col-
laboration with police department after 
community discussions and analysis of 
accident data. 

 “A year ago we launched Vision 
Zero and I know everyone at DOT is 
proud to start working on Year Two of 
this extremely important initiative to 
keep every New Yorker safe,” said Trot-
tenberg. “These borough plans combine 
cutting edge data analysis and commu-
nity input from the city’s most impor-
tant resource – its residents – and will 
help the city target its engineering, 
enforcement, and education efforts to 
make New York’s streets the safest in 
the world.”

 Outside of the senior center, at Jack-
son Avenue and Westchester Avenue, 
the plan calls for the creation of a pe-
destrian island at a bus stop under an 
elevated train to make waiting for a bus 
safer, said DOT offi cials.

 Borough-wide, focus will be in the 
areas that have the highest amount of 
traffi c fatalities, including a densely 
populated area in the west Bronx along 
the Grand Concourse and surrounding 
communities, which seems to be the epi-
center of the borough’s population and 
its traffi c deaths, according to an analy-
sis of the report. 

 The areas singled out also extend 
into the east Bronx with corridors in-
cluding much or all of White Plains 
Road, East Tremont Avenue, Morris 
Park Avenue, Castle Hill Avenue and 

Boston Road. 
 Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, 

who is chairwoman of City Council 
Committee on Public Safety, has helped 
DOT hold town halls to gather input in 
each of the fi ve boroughs. She said the 
new plan is a further step in identifying 
the unique challenges presented in the 
borough.

“The priorities and recommenda-
tions laid out in the Borough Pedestrian 
Safety Plan were derived from commu-
nity input and will focus on additional 
street lighting, coordination of pedes-
trian crossing times, expanded signage 
and other enhancements to expand 
awareness of dangerous intersections,” 
she said. 

“I appreciate all the Bronx residents 
who attended many town hall meetings 
to engage in discussions on improved 
safety for drivers, bike riders and pe-
destrians.”

Assemblyman Michael Blake ex-
pressed support of the plan at the press 
conference on February 18. 

Priority will be given to just 65 miles 
of the 791 miles of borough streets, 
where around 50% of deadly traffi c ac-
cidents occur. 

In terms of intersections, 46 of the 
county’s 6,438 intersections will be 
given serious attention. 

According to the report, dangerous 
driver choices are the primary cause 
or a contributing factor in 85% of pe-
destrian fatalities in the borough com-
pared with 69% for the entire city. 

Bronx pedestrian 
safety plans announced

A pedestrian island will be built at this bus stop near the senior center in Melrose as part of 
Vision Zero. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

DOT will focus its efforts in the areas high-
lighted in red. Photo courtesy of DOT
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THE BRONX CHAMBER of  COMMERCE
Salutes 

THE BRONX TIMES REPORTER
for Excellence in Reporting 

for 35 Years!

Wednesday, March 18, 2015 ..........Irish Heritage Luncheon at F & J Pine Restaurant 
Friday, March 27, 2015 ...................Women of Distinction Luncheon at Villa Barone Manor
Wednesday, May 6, 2015 ................Annual Golf Outing at Trump Golf Links Ferry Point 

*the FIRST Tournament to be played at the Trump Golf Links
Tuesday, June 16, 2015 ...................Business Expo  at The Mall at Bay Plaza

For more information on these events or how you can become a member, 
please call (718) 828-3900 or visit our website at www.bronxchamber.org

John Calvelli, Wildlife Conservation Society
Carl Cannizzaro, Ensign Engineering

Joseph Deglomini, Jr., Simone Development
Dr. Ricardo Fernandez, Lehman College

Joseph Gallito, D & J Ambulette
Roberto Garcia, Montefiore

Father Richard F. Gorman, Esq., Archdiocese of New York
Louis Grasso, Jr., Kingston Block
John Habermann, Webster Bank

Michael Knobbe, BronxNet
Clarence Lildharrie, Certified Alarm Tech Systems, Inc.

Carolyn Murphy, Country Bank
Vincent Mutarelli, Capital One Bank
Steven Risso, Teddy Nissan
Sigfrido Rivera, TD Bank
Carol Robles Roman, Legal Momentum
Brian Smith, The New York Yankees
Eric Soto, Con Edison
Steven Squitieri, Sanitation Salvage Corp.
Kathy Zamechansky, KZA Realty, Inc.

LEGAL COUNSEL  
Irwin Underweiser, Underweiser & Underweiser

VICE PRESIDENTS

John Collazzi, Alley Cat Café
Hon. June Eisland, Eisland Strategies

Sandra Erickson, Sandra Erickson Real Estate
Dr. Stephen Jerome, Monroe College

April Horton, Verizon
Lisa Sorin, Westchester Square B.I.D.

Geri Sciortino, The Bronx Design Group

TREASURER 
Anthony Mormile, Mahopac National Bank

ASST. TREASURER  
Greg Gonzalez, Manhattan Parking Group

SECRETARY 
Anthony Ross, Children’s Corner Learning Center

ASST. SECRETARY 
Barry Fitzgerald, F&F Insurance

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

THE BRONX CHAMBER of  COMMERCE
BOARD of DIRECTORS

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
Joseph Kelleher, Hutchinson Metro Center

PRESIDENT & CEO 
Lenny Caro

Save the Date  

for these Upcoming  

Bronx Chamber 
 Events
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As your child progresses from 
middle school into high school and 
nears college, the expectations will 
become much greater. It can be chal-
lenging for parents to know exactly 
how to continue to support their 
child outside of the classroom. While 
the level of parental homework help 
in elementary school is much more 
tangible, your involvement as your 
child grows and matures into an 
independent student should evolve 
accordingly. For many parents, 
questions about how to assist older 
students during homework time 
abound. Should you be helping with 
homework? How much? What should 
that assistance look like? Hunting-
ton Learning Center addresses these 
questions and others: 

How much homework is typi-

cal for middle school students? 

High school students? 

Ask your child’s teachers what to 
expect when it comes to the amount 
of time that homework takes. A good 
ballpark is an hour of homework in 
sixth grade, 70 minutes in seventh 
grade, and 80 minutes in eighth 
grade. High school homework may 
vary widely from teacher to teacher, 
school to school. A recent survey by 
the University of Phoenix College of 
Education showed that teachers of 
high school students assign an av-
erage of 3.2 hours of homework per 
week (which equates 17.5 hours of 
homework per week for students with 
five teachers in different subjects).

What should your role be in 

middle school homework? 

Being on hand for support and fa-
cilitating good homework practices 
are important, but too much paren-
tal help with homework in middle 
school can actually be detrimental. 
The best way that you can help your 
middle school student during home-
work time is by monitoring his or 
her study habits and productivity 
and helping nurture effective hab-
its. If your child struggles on a reg-
ular basis, reach out to the teacher 
to develop a plan of action and they 
may also need tutoring help.

What should your role be in 

high school homework?

In high school, it is critical that 
students learn to become their own 
advocates and recognize when they 
need help—and seek help out when 
needed. Although you should inter-
vene if you see your teen struggling 
with homework, in high school, 
completing homework is your 
teen’s responsibility. You can offer 
suggestions for breaking down big-
ger projects into manageable steps. 
You can serve as a sounding board 

as your teen identifies homework 
where he or she needs clarification 
with the teacher. And you can help 
your teen learn strategies for main-
taining an organized planner. Un-
der no circumstances should you 
take the lead on homework or help 
your child with its completion. 

How about Advanced Place-

ment homework? 

If your high school student is 
taking any Advanced Placement 
classes, the amount of class work 
and homework may differ from 
your teen’s other classes.  Advanced 
placement courses are on the col-
lege level and students can receive 
college credits for the courses at 
certain colleges if they receive good 
grades. Expect more homework in 
Advanced Placement classes. 

Why is homework so impor-

tant? 

Homework offers many benefits 
as students move toward greater 
independence in school. It helps 
teachers reinforce what they teach 
in the classroom, extends student 
learning, builds students’ prob-
lem solving and time management 
skills as well as their sense of re-
sponsibility, and much more. 

Homework is an important part of 
your child’s life as a student. If you’re 
feeling uncertain about the best way 
to provide guidance for your child 
without overstepping your bounds, 
contact his or her teachers. They 
can help you understand your role at 
homework time and the most appro-
priate ways to support your child’s 
learning without being directly in-
volved in homework completion. 
Together, you can help your child 
become a self-sufficient, independent 
and successful student.

Huntington is the tutoring and 
test prep leader. Its certified tutors 
provide individualized instruction 
in reading, phonics, writing, study 
skills, elementary and middle school 
math, Algebra through Calculus, 
Chemistry, and other sciences. It 
preps for the SAT and ACT, as well 
as state and standardized exams. 
Huntington programs develop the 
skills, confidence, and motivation to 
help students succeed and meet the 
needs of Common Core State Stan-
dards. Founded in 1977, Hunting-
ton’s mission is to give every student 
the best education possible. 

Learn how Huntington can help 
at www.huntingtonhelps.com.

For franchise opportunities please 
visit www.huntingtonfranchise.com.

Parents’ Guide for 
Middle School & High 

School HomeworkCastle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES
COME AND ENJOY OUR 

NEW SAUTE MENU!
SERVED

MONDAY - SATURDAY
FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD
DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95
SUNDAY - THURSDAY

3pm - 6pm
YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 03/31/15
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Raffl e winner Lois Perrone with Matthew 
Schaller. Photo by Miriam Quin

St. Raymond Academy for Girls held its In-
ternational Night fundaiser at the girls’ high 
school on Friday, February 13. The evening’s 
attendees got to enjoy a wide variety of 
foods and desserts from the different cul-
tures that make up the St. Raymond’s family. 
There were also raffl es. SRA students, alum-
nae, faculty and community members were 
in attendance. 

The 50/50 raffl e winner, Rosa Rifas, enjoyed 
the event. Photo by Miriam Quin

ST. RAYMOND INTERNATIONAL NIGHT 

(Top Photo) Senator Jeff Klein (c) with the 
beauty pageant winners and the children 
from P.S. 83, who performed for the veter-
ans. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Senator Jeff Kein was joined by Miss USA Nia 
Sanchez, Miss Teen USA K. Lee Graham, and 
students from Morris Park’s P.S. 83 in host-
ing his annual Valentines for veterans cel-
ebration at the borough’s James J. Peters 
Veterans Administration Medical Center.  The 
20th annual celebration on Friday, February 
13 included the donation of more than 200 
Valentines Day cards and gift bags to give 
back to veterans who served their country. 
Klein’s celebration is held during the Nation-
al Salute to Hospitalized Veterans, a week 
long celebration commemorating the more 
than 98,000 veterans receiving care at VA 
facilities acros the United States. 

KLEIN HOLDS VETS VALENTINES 

(Above) Senator Klein distributes gift bags 
to the veterans. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

A United War Veterans Council volunteer distributes handmade Valentine’s Day cards to 
veterans. Photo courtesy of the United War Veterans Council

On Wednesday, February 11, veterans at the James J. Peters VA Medical Center received a 
special visit from Cupid as United War Veterans Council volunteers distributed handmade 
cards and gifts to approximately 100 military members as part of the council’s annual Val-
entine’s Day Goodwill Caravan.  UWVC delivered thousands of cards and gifts donated by the 
community to active service members, veterans, and military families at veterans’ hospi-
tals and military bases throughout the fi ve boroughs.

UWVC VALENTINE’S DAY CARAVAN

Senator Jeff Klein (l-r); Erika Mendelsohn, SUV Program director; Sandra Chaiken, director 
of Social Work, the North Bronx Healthcare Network; William P. Walsh, senior vice president, 
the North Bronx Healthcare Network; John Marano, vice president of Community Board 10; 
and Pastor Jay Gooding. Photo courtesy of the Offi ce of Senator Jeffrey Klein

On Friday, February 13, Senator Jeff Klein was honored for his outstanding commitment and 
continued funding support for the Stand Up to Violence Program at the 2015 North Bronx 
Healthcare Network Legislative Forum at Jacobi Medical Center.

KLEIN HONORED BY VIOLENCE PROGRAM
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A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES - CATERING TO GROUPS 20-70

Special Packages Available - Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Captain’s Cabin

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POT, VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

Saturday, February 28th @ 9pm

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

Legends
of Vegas
with Bobby Flowers Premier D.J.
Vittorio (#1 Tom Jones Tribute Artist)
Anthony Farino (#1 Frank Sinatra Tribute Artist)
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We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

GET 50% OFF
WHEN YOU

YOUR LOCAL OFFICES:

Pay us half what you paid 
someone else last year

800-HRBLOCK | HRBLOCK.COM

For personal income tax return preparation fees at participating offices. Offer valid for new clients only. A new client is 

an individual who did not use H&R Block office services to prepare his or her 2013 tax return. Valid receipt for 2013 

tax preparation fees from tax preparer other than H&R Block must be presented prior to completion of initial tax office 

interview. Subject to $75 minimum charge. May not be combined with other offers. No cash value. Offer period: Feb. 

15-March 15, 2015. OBTP#B13696 © 2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

Se Habla Espanol

SWITCH TO BLOCK.

Pa  us half what o
someone elseROOF

BLOCK | HRBLOCK.COM

reparation fees at participating offices. Offer valid for new clients on

R Block office services to prepare his or her 2013 tax return. Valid r

b t

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx is home to an in-

novative program that aims to 
make the criminal justice sys-
tem fairer to low-income resi-
dents.

The Bronx Freedom Fund, 
which recently put out a report 
on its fi rst year of operation, is 
the fi rst charitable bail fund in 
the state. The non-profi t orga-
nization posts bail for residents 
charged with misdemeanors, 
with a cap of $2000.

In her annual address, City 
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito referenced the fund’s 
operation as being “enor-
mously successful” and an-
nounced her intention to cre-
ate a city-wide bail fund. In the 
meantime, a number of orga-
nizations throughout the city 
are working to replicate the 
Bronx’s program, said fund 
manager Alyssa Work.

The Bronx Freedom Fund 
was founded by board chair-
man David Feige, who saw the 
need for it while working as a 
public defender. Client after cli-
ent charged with misdemean-
ors couldn’t fi nd the money for 
bail, he said, and they would 
pled guilty to avoid jail time 
while awaiting trial.

Bronx’ charitable bail fund touts success
“I got sick and tired of see-

ing poor people forced to plead 
guilty over the kind of money 
a prosecutor spends on a week-
end get-a-way,” said Feige.

These people can’t risk 
missing days of work, losing 
their jobs and then possibly 
their apartments, said Work. 
Others have childcare to worry 
about, and some can’t risk los-
ing their place in a shelter by 
missing a night.

“Even a very short jail stay 
can have a really destructive 
effect on someone,” said Work.

People feel immense pres-
sure to plead guilty to avoid 
these negative consequences, 
she said, which means they 
don’t have the same opportu-
nity to fi ght their cases as peo-
ple who can afford to pay bail.

“The bail fund exists to level 
the playing fi eld,” said Work.

The single biggest determi-
nant of a misdemeanor case 
outcome is not the crime itself 
but whether or not you can af-
ford to buy your way out of jail, 
said Feige. 

In the fi rst year, 56 percent 
of the Bronx Freedom Fund’s 
clients have had their case end 
in dismissal, with all charges 
dropped.

“That’s a staggering fi gure,” 
said Feige.

Success is also shown in the 
number of clients who cooper-
ate when bailed out, said Work, 
since 98 percent attend every 
single hearing.

“People demonstrate that 
they’re willing to show up to 
court and fi ght the case,” said 
Work. 

Their bail money then 
comes back in to the revolving 
fund to help another client.

But despite the apparent 
success of the program, it had 
a rocky start.

After sitting on the idea for 
years, Feige fi nally got the fund-

ing to launch in 2007. The fund 
operated for about a year and a 
half before it was shut down by 
a judge, who said it was operat-
ing in a legal gray area.

Feige took the issue to the 
state legislators, including Sen-
ator Gustavo Rivera, to make 
charitable bail funds explic-
itly legal, and the law passed in 
2012. The Bronx Freedom Fund 
started posting bail in Novem-
ber 2013, the fi rst program of its 
kind in the state.

That bill was the fi rst law 
Rivera got passed, and he said 
it’s one he is particularly proud 
of because it makes the crimi-
nal justice system more just.

“It allows people to get bet-
ter outcomes to their cases, 
they avoid the negative conse-
quences of being incarcerated 
and it saves taxpayers’ money,” 
said Rivera. “It’s a win, win, 
win.”

One of the fund’s clients, 
Billy, was incredibly grateful 
to receive the program’s as-
sistance after he was charged 
with Driving Under the Infl u-
ence in 2013.

“If I would have gone to jail, 
I would have lost my job and 
everything I have,” said Billy. 
“The (fund) practically saved 
my life.” 

The Bronx County Hall of Justice. File Photo
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St. Barnabas Hospital • SBH Ambulatory Care Center • St. Barnabas Rehabilitation  & Continuing Care Center • SBH Hemodialysis Center • Fordham-Tremont Community  Mental Health Center • Southern Medical Group

Department of Pediatrics
4487 Third Avenue Bronx, NY 10457
www.SBHNY.org
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LOSE 20–40 LBS.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS
LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 20–40 LBS.  
LIGHTER LOSE ½ LB. PER DAY.

Lose weight and start looking and feeling as 
beautiful as you are...
BECAUSE OF OUR TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 
Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how would you like 
to lose 30 or more pounds, have 
more energy, feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks of diabetes 
and heart disease and regain 
your health all in next 40 days.

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Visit and see a portion of fresh start HCG video at our website, GOTHAIRLLC.COM

Dr. Albert Graziosa has 
been certified with the 
fresh start hCG diet and 
has led many patients 
to live more happy and 
healthy lives.

BEFORE AFTER

3611A East Tremont Ave. 

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Clean Start hCG Weight Loss Program
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Eeastwood M anor Catering
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The Bronx YMCA kicked off their annual fundraising campaign with good food and friends at 
F & J Pine on Wednesday, February 11.

BRONX YMCA KICKS OFF CAMPAIGN

Members of the Bronx YMCA’s board with executive director Sharlene Brown and Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. Photo courtesy of the Bronx YMCA

(L to r): Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., Senator Ruth 
Hassell-Thompson’s representative Donna Drayton, Bronx YMCA executive director Shar-
lene Brown and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj. Photo courtesy of the Bronx YMCA

Students from Bronxdale High School, Truman High School and Columbus Campus at Pelham 
Prep Academy pose just before leaving for Albany. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Friday, February 13, Youth Leaders on the Move took a bus from 925 Astor Avenue to Al-
bany to participate in the Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian legislative caucus events. 
Students attended from from Bronxdale High School, Truman High School and Columbus 
Campus at Pelham Prep Academy. Students meet members of the caucus, attended events 
with the legislature and took college tours.

YOUTH LEADERS GO TO ALBANY

The Universal Pre-Kindergarten classes from Holy Family School celebrated their 100th day 
of school on Friday, February 13 by dressing like they were 100 years old

STUDENTS CELEBRATE 100TH DAY

A Universal Pre-K class from Holy Family School Photo courtesy of the Holy Family School

Another UPK class from Holy Family School Photo courtesy of the Holy Family School

Front row l to r: Abraham Jones, Rev. Dimas Salaberrios, Neva Shillingford-King. Standing l 
to r: Councilman Andy King, Assemblyman Marcos A. Crespo, Senator Ruben Diaz, Senator 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda, Assemblyman Michael Blake and 
Senator Jose Serrano Photo by Edwin Soto.

The Annual African-American Abrazo was hosted by Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr., Assemblyman 
Luis Sepulveda, Assemblyman Michael Blake and Assemblyman Marcos A. Crespo on Friday, 
February 20 at Maestro’s Caterers. The elected offi cials honored Senator Andrea Stewart-
Cousins; Rev. Dimas Salaberrios, president of the Concerts of Prayer Greater New York,  
Neva Shillingford-King, executive vice president of 1199 SEIU; and Abraham Jones, executive 
director of Claremont Neighborhood Centers

BX POLS CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 

others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 

answers about dealing with MS and information 

on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook
MS Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital
Rachael Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Centerr

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR284530 (1213428) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017

Frankie And Johnnie’s Pine Tavern Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462
Thursday, March 12, 2015 at 6:30 PM Eastern
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Tri-State Insurance Brokerage
Protecting the Interests of 

Families & Business Owners is 
what we do best.

Serving the Bronx and Tri-State Since 1999

Now serving Westchester with our new offi ce:  277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains, NY 10607

610 Cresent Ave.  Bronx, New York 10458 
BX hours 8-4:30 m-f /  WP hours 9-4 m-f / v 914-607-7799

Business Insurance
Professional Liability
Commercial Insurance
Workers Comp & DBL
Group Health Insurance & 
Dental

Commercial Auto
Personal Auto Insurance
Home Insurance
Life Insurance
Disability & Long Term 
Care Insurance

Frank Kolovic, Broker

Lower the cost of your Commercial Insurance Today!

We Are Proud to Announce That We Can Now Offer

New York Central Mutual

Auto,Home and Commercial Insurance
We Have New Agents On Staff To Serve All Your Insurance Needs...

Give Us A Call And Let us Know...How We Can Help You!

www.TSINSBK.com
718-618-7666

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
2380 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462
www.straymondelementary.org

JOIN US!
SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2015

for our 
Annual Sts. Patrick and Joseph Celebration 

ST. RAYMOND CHURCH
5:30 PM: MASS 

ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 
6:30 PM: ENTERTAINMENT  

7:30 PM: IRISH & ITALIAN FOOD

TICKETS:  
$20.00 for adults and children 13 and older 

$10.00 for children 12 and under

Tickets will not be sold at the door. Seating is limited. 
To purchase tickets or for additional information, call (718) 597-3232  

or email nole@straymondelementary.org.
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CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)
Cohen’s Gentle Dental

183 West 231 Street
Bronx, NY 10463

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462

www.cohensgentledental.com
*MOST INSURANCE PLANS

& MEDICAID ACCEPTED

PARTIALS

Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY

DENTURES

Reg. $1500
Now $1199

VALPLAST 

FLEXIBLE 

PARTIALS

Reg. $1500
Now $1200

IMPLANTS
STARTING AT

$499

2 IMPLANT
LOWER 
OVERDENTURE  

$4500

EXPIRES 1/31/15

Call Now And Receive
Our Special
1 HOUR
ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening
Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/thids ad

Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!

With An Extreme Smile Makeover!

*X-Rays, exam and cleaning 
are required before treatment

X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
with this ad

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL EXAM
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Helping Your Business Succeed

BLUEPRINT TO
SUCCESS 2.0

After two years of successful programs,
Opportunity M/W/DBE brings you Blueprint 

to Success 2.0 with all the tools you need to
help your business succeed and be sustainable.
This unique program provides selected certified
M/W/DBE construction firms with comprehensive,
individualized technical assistance.

Go to www.nycedc.com/blueprint for information 

and application or contact Claudia Flores,

clfores@edc.nyc or 212.312.3712. Applications 

are due by Friday, March 6, 2015.

MAKE BLUEPRINT TO SUCCESS 2.0 A PARTNER 
IN YOUR BUSINESS SUCCESS!

Opportunity M/W/DBE

The Bedford Mosholu Commu-

nity Association is sponsoring its 
annual Flea Market on Saturday, 
March 7, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. 
Mary’s Orthodox Church, Bedford 
Park Boulevard and Decatur Avenue. 
Admission is free. All are welcome.

For more information call (78) 367-
2230.

* * *
“Purim in the Stadium” is the 

Bronx Jewish Center’s creative twist 
to this year’s community celebration 
of Purim, the holiday commemorat-
ing the Jewish people’s salvation in 
Persia of old. The festivities will be 
held at 1728 Eastchester Road, lower 
level, on Purim day, March 5, fea-
turing a unique video presentation 
about Jews in sports.

Billed as the most joyous date on 
the Jewish calendar, the daylong hol-
iday commemorates the nullifi cation 
in 356 B.C.E. of a Persian decree call-
ing for the extermination of the Jew-
ish people throughout the Persian 
Empire as told in the biblical Book of 
Esther. Bronx Jewish Center’s origi-
nal spin on this age-old holiday has 
helped bring the spirit of Purim to 
the Bronx year after year.

The event is a community-wide 
program, and all are welcome to join, 
regardless of Jewish affi liation or 
background. Participants will enjoy 
a concession stand dinner, air hockey 
and foosball.

In addition, the celebration will 
feature sports ad holiday themed 
crafts and child-friendly reading of 
the Book of Esther, known in Hebrew 
as the Megillah.

In the spirit of Purim, partici-
pants are encouraged to come in cos-
tume, and there will be a competition 
for the most innovative or funny en-
tries.

* * *

Join Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-

seum for three fascinating talks on 
local history by local historians tak-
ing place the fi rst three Thursdays in 
March. The March Lecture Series is 
co-sponsored by the Huntington Free 
Library and Reading Room. Registra-
tion is requested and tickets may be 
purchased in advance at bpmm.org 
or at the door. Cost $10 adults; $8 se-
niors and students; members free. 

Blake Bell, “Bartow Neighbors: 
The Mansions and Estates of Pelham 
Bay,” Thursday, March 5, 7:30 p.m.

In the 19th century, the Pelham 
Bay area was an idyllic, rural, and 
bucolic region that attracted fi nan-
ciers, artists, wealthy merchants, 
and others who sought an escape 
from the growing metropolis nearby. 

Town of Pelham Historian Blake Bell 
gives an entertaining presentation 
on some of the country estates and 
mansions that these neighbors of the 
Bartows built or enhanced, detailing 
stories of their rise and demise using 
rare images and maps.

 Barbara Burn Dolensek, “Holly-
wood East, or Making Movies on City 
Island,” Thursday, March 12, 7:30 
p.m.

Did you know that the fi rst fea-
ture-length fi lm for which a full copy 
still exists was made on City Island 
and in New Rochelle? Or that D. W. 
Griffi th’s movie studio shed in Ma-
maroneck ended up at a shipyard on 
City Island? Or that Angelina Jolie’s 
fi rst starring role was in a City Island 
movie? These and other fascinating 
bits of movie-making lore will be re-
vealed in a lively talk on the history 
of local movie-making by City Island 
historian Barbara Burn Dolensek.

 Susan Olsen, “Magnifi cent Mar-
ble Mausoleums of the Bronx,” 
Thursday, March 19, 7:30 p.m.

During the Gilded Age, many of 
the builders of country estates in 
the newly established borough of 
the Bronx commissioned permanent 
homes in Woodlawn Cemetery. Desig-
nated a National Historic Landmark 
in 2011 with the “largest and fi nest 
collection of funeral art in the na-
tion,” Woodlawn boasts mausoleums 
by renowned architects, stained glass 
by Tiffany and La Farge, and spectac-
ular vaulted ceilings by Guastavino.  
Susan Olsen is the Director of His-
torical Services for the 400-acre cem-
etery established in 1863.

 For more information about Bar-
tow-Pell, visit www.bpmm.org.

* * *

JASA Van Cortlandt Senior 

Center, 3880 Sedgwick Avenue, will 
host an intergenerational Purim Cel-
ebration on Monday, March 9.   Hagit, 
dramatic storyteller, will retell the 
Purim story with puppets and cos-
tumes from 11:30 a.m. to noon. A fes-
tive lunch of soup, beef brisket or 
fi sh will be served at 12:15 p.m.  Af-
ter lunch, Hagit, vocals, and Zvi, key-
board, will provide holiday listening 
and dance music. Fifty-fi ve guests 
are expected to attend this annual 
event. 

Holiday refreshments will be 
served. Recommended senior volun-
tary contribution for lunch is $3 and 
$2 for the event. Non-seniors are wel-
come to attend for a fee of $6.15 for the 
meal and $3 for the event. 

For more information call Sha-
ron Wolfe/Esha Pai at 718.549-
4700/212.561.7469.

Annual Flea Market March 7
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Summer Performing Arts Day Camp

OPTION 1

$325 per week

OPTION 2

$300 per week

OPTION 3

$165 per week

OPTION 4

$150 per week

OPTION 5

$155 per week

OPTION 6

$140 per week

Studio Will Provide:
Breakfast    Snack    Arts and Crafts Material    Camp T-Shirt    Thursday Lunch – Pizza Party

Call to inquire about sibling discounts

Monday thru Thursday, July 6th – August 6th 

GIRLS AND BOYS WELCOME

with

END OF SUMMER 
PERFORMANCES

SIGN UP BY MARCH 31, 2015 FOR A 5% DISCOUNT

 ANDREA’S 
DANCE STUDIO
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Introducing the Metro Center Atrium, an exciting 370,000 SF mixed-use complex in the Bronx 
featuring a 125-room Marriott Residence Inn, LA Fitness Center and 200,000 SF of Class A office and 
medical space • Restaurants, retail & more • Ideal location for medical practices with 5 major hospitals 
less than a mile away • Convenient access to major highways • Manhattan less than 20 minutes away

View our digital brochure at www.hutchmetrocenter.com 

Congratulations to 

The Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc.! 
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Community Board 9 nominated fi ve local youth leaders to receive the New York Yankees 
Youth Leadership Award during the board’s General Meeting at the 43rd Precinct on Thurs-
day, February 19. The youth leaders were presented with a stipend and certifi cate from the 
community board and will be recognized on the ballfi eld during a pre-game ceremony at 
Yankee Stadium during the upcoming season.

NY YANKEES YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD

In no particular order: Alsosa Isibor, Donna Kemraj, Amber Lee Bueno, Seth Colon and Cyn-
thia Garcia were all nominated for the New York Yankees Youth Leadership Award. Lehman 
College program coordinator Bharati Kemraj, Community Board 9 board member Nick Him-
idian and CB 9 chairman William Rivera were also present at the meeting. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(Above) The event committee 
showcase the many prizes. Top 
row l-r: Christina Enaye, Richard 
Keeney and Jack McCarrick. Bot-
tom row: St. Frances de Chantal 
school principal Grace Lucie, Mary-
anne Keeney and Nancy Carfora.
 Photo by Laura Stone

St. Frances de Chantal’s Parent As-
sociation hosted their annual ‘Over 
the Moon’ Card Party on Friday, 
February 20 at Villa Barone Manor.

ST. FRANCES DE CHANTAL CARD PARTY

Volunteers Maria Mares-Gomez and 
Virginia Digirolamo. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
held a Kosova Independence 
Day Celebration at Maestro 
Caterers on Saturday, Febru-
ary 21.  The event, celebrat-
ing Kosova’s seventh year of 
independence, included food 
and entertainment. 

GJONAJ CELEBRATES KOSOVA INDEPENDENCE 

(Above) (l-r) Roberta Gjonaj, 
Pat Williams and Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj enjoy the 
event. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
with Aleksander Nilaj(l) pres-
ident of the Albanian Ameri-
can Open Hand Association. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

On Wednesday, February 18, Councilman Andy King aided Bronxities in their daily battle 
against the bitter cold by conducting a winter coat giveaway at his district offi ce. Hundreds 
of winter coats, jackets, and T-shirts were distributed to those in need.

COUNCILMAN KING’S WINTER COAT GIVEAWAY

Mary Edwards, who was displaced by a fi re three weeks ago, stands with Councilman Andy 
King after picking out a new winter coat. Photo courtesy of the Offi ce of Councilman Andy King
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HONOREES: 

Mr. David Almeida ‘69 

Most Reverend Peter Byrne ‘69 

Deacon Donald Quigley ‘63 

Mr. William Dowling - Distinguished Faculty Award 

Mr. Francis Badillo ‘83 - Monsignor Thomas McCormack Award 

Mr. Francis Granito, III - Cardinal Terence Cooke Award 

Dr. Robert Plummer ‘74 - Cardinal Francis Spellman Award 

Mr. John Duffy ‘67 - Cardinal Patrick Hayes Award 

Cardinal Hayes Alumni Association Hall of Fame Dinner 

Saturday, March 21, 2015 

Cocktails 5 pm 

Dinner 6pm 

Marina Del Rey 

1 Marina Drive 

Bronx, New York 10465 

 

For more information, tickets & 
journal ads, contact Maisel Mazier 
( 7 1 8 )  2 9 2 - 6 1 0 0  e x t .  1 0 1  o r 
mmazier@cardinalhayes.org 

Join us for...  

We invite you to join us in our 

lovely Regis Philbin Auditorium 

for the production of   

Damn Yankees!  

Friday, March 27th at 8pm 

Saturday, March 28th at 8pm 

Sunday, March 29th at 2pm 

 

Tickets are $10 and can be purchased in the School 

Office, by calling Mrs. Aquino at (718) 292-6100 ext. 112 

or maquino@cardinalhayes.org 
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Franco & Tony welcome you to their 
new restaurant on Middletown Road.

2815 Middletown Road 
(next door to Frank’s Pizza)

TEL 718.684.2815 FAX 718.597.3331 
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS · WE DELIVER!

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
www.facebook.com/DaFrancoandTonyRistorante 

Da Franco 
& Tony

Ristorante

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Monday–Thursday, 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday, 12–11:00PM

Sunday, 1:00–10:00PM

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Our resturant is available for business meetings or family functions

Prefi x Lunch Menu 

-$18.95-
Sunday–Saturday, 12 noon to 4:00PM

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

Fried Calamari  Baked Clams  Mussels Marinara

House Salad  Caesar Salad

Tomato and Mozzarella  Soup

CHOICE OF ENTREE

Penne Vodka  Ravioli Marinara

Rigatoni Broccoli & Sausage  Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Martini  Lemon Sole  Grilled Salmon

Shrimp Scampi  Shrimp Marinara

Veal Marsala  Veal Milanese with Salad

CHOICE OF DESSERT

Cheesecake or Tiramisu  Coffee or Tea

The #1 Free Standing Marketing and Event Planning 
Firm Located In The Bronx!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE BRONX TIMES ON THEIR 35TH ANNIVERSARY!

DESIGN

3604 EAST TREMONT AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10465 | 718-828-2880
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MAX
LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

800-469-6292    TTY 711 
7 days a week, 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

www.villagecaremax.org

Our Members Are 
Our #1 Priority

We are a 5-star rated 
Managed Long-Term Care Plan 

5-star overall rating based 
on the 2014 NYC Region 
MLTC Consumer Guide, 

published by the
 New York  State 

Department of Health

Financial planning 
at St. Barnabas 

High School

Guest lecture Paul Leonard with senior students.

BY C. N. COLÐN
 AND  A. M. PAPADOPOULOS 

Paul Leonard, an investment banker with over 
25 years of experience in fi nance, recently served 
as guest lecturer at a Personal Finance Class 
taught by Ms. Caterina Lamanna at St. Barna-
bas High School. Taking time from his very busy 
schedule, Mr. Leonard introduced the young la-
dies to some fi nancial options for their future 
while reminding them that the choices would be 
contingent upon their personal circumstances, 
future goals and interests. 

He acquainted them in depth with two differ-
ent savings plans, namely the 401K Plan and the 
Individual Retirement Account (IRA). Both are 
forms of life savings for students to consider in 
planning for their future retirement. He went on 
further to explain how loans work, and the dif-
ferent terms associated with loans such as inter-
est, fi xed versus variable rates, and how certain 
factors may differ depending on the type of loan 
chosen such as educational, home mortgage or 
automobile. Mr. Leonard also emphasized the im-
portance of establishing, building and maintain-
ing a good credit rating.

While it may seem somewhat early for teenag-
ers to be thinking about their fi nancial status 50 
years from now, or of taking out bank loans, it is 
not too early for students at this high school to be-
gin to consider options for saving into the future. 
It is especially important for seniors to learn how 
to manage their fi nances in view of their immedi-
ate goal of helping to pay for their college educa-
tion. The students greatly appreciated Mr. Leon-
ard’s elucidating lecture and are looking forward 
to using the information he conveyed to plan 
their fi nancial future.  

To learn more about events at St. Barnabas 
High School or to make a contribution to the 
school in support of Stage Two of their Technol-
ogy Upgrade Campaign, call 718 325-880 ext. 11 
for Ms. Jennifer Geideman, or email jgeideman@
st.barnabashigh.com. To get information about 
admission to St. Barnabas High School contact 
Recruitment Director, Christina Washburn at 
cwashburn@stbarnabashigh.com  
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Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 

grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 
pay for college? 

 
You can access this money by completing the  

Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 
 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y!  
 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 
and The Bronx  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
VISIT: WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/FAFSA  
 
 EMAIL: FAFSA@YMCANYC.ORG  
 

We  provide: 
�� On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA  
�� Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 
�� Free Metrocards  

Supported by 

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 

Happy 35th Anniversary
Bronx Times Reporter
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When you need more than a first aid kit 
but less than an emergency room, and 
your primary care provider is unavail-
able, Montefiore Urgent Care provides 
high-quality care for non-life-threatening 
illnesses or injuries. Our board-certified 
physicians take X-rays and conduct lab 
tests on site. 

1010 Central Park Avenue 
Yonkers, New York 10704 
Free on-site parking available. 
Monday–Friday: 3:00–10:00 pm
Saturday and Sunday: 9:00 am–5:00 pm
www.montefiore.org/mmg-cross-county

CROSS  COUNTY  LOCATION

Board-Certified
Physicians

WE  PROVIDE  THESE  SERVICES ONSITE

Complete X-Ray
Capabilities

Lab Tests with
Immediate Results

        914-964-4111   

We provide high-quality care for many 
non-life-threatening illnesses or injuries. 

Here are a few of the many conditions we treat.

Earaches

Lower 
back pain

Asthma 
flare-up

Coughs, colds or flu

Bladder
infection

Nausea, 
diarrhea

or vomiting

Rashes

Severe headaches 
and neck pain

  Foot pain 
and sprains

Eye and sinus 
infections

Rashes, 
bruises

and bites

Muscle 
aches

For serious or life-threatening situations, call 911 
or visit the hospital emergency department.

Board Certified
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SPOTO’S
FINE NEOPOLITAN & SICILIAN CUISINE

4005 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465

718-828-5613
www.SpotosNYC.com

Come enjoy our 
elegant wine bar!

SPOTO’S MENU IS ON ITS WAY TO YOU
or view it on our website: www.SpotosNYC.com

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!

Too tired to cook? Let us do it for you...Free Delivery!
OUTSIDE OFF PREMISE CATERING DELIVERED DOOR TO DOOR

Dates are available…
Banquet room seats up to 100 people

All parties supervised by Peter

Daily Lunch Special

$11.95
Spoto’s Early Dining

$24.95
SPOTO’S NOW

DELIVERS
7 Days A Week!

NOW 
SERVING A 
FULL PIZZA 

MENU!

Come 
enjoy our 
elegant 
wine bar! Join us on                     for daily specials

Exquisite Catering at Affordable Prices
We specialize in family functions!

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR NEXT AFFAIR!
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920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
For the last four years, I have glee-

fully attended the Just Food Conference 
in New York City, a weekend fi lled with 
seminars about the local food move-
ment, CSA’s, urban agriculture, food 
justice and cooking.  Keynote speakers 
have included people like Joan Gussow, 
nutritionist, writer and one of my per-
sonal heroes.  The fi rst year I attended, 
I was vibrating at the end of the fi rst 
day, thrilled at having spent time with 
like-minded people my own age, shar-
ing stories of similar struggles.  I was 
overjoyed at all of the young college 
aged people I spoke to that were pursu-
ing degrees and careers in urban plan-
ning, agriculture and culinary arts.

But this year the conference is only 
one day and it’s the same day as the 
Throggs Neck St. Patricks Day Parade.  
The neighborhood wins, hands down.  I 
wish I could go; it’s always a great event 
for a non profi t organization that is try-
ing to help connect people with healthy 
food. Check out their website, Just-
Food.org.  I am currently on their CSA 
Advisory panel, we meet once a month 
to talk about how we can continue to 
promote and expand the CSA model.

In order to promote the Locust Point 
CSA, we have tried to utilize the kitchen 
in our civic center as a way to not only 
help our members during the season, 
but also as a way to promote the CSA 
during our springtime recruitment pe-
riod.  During the season, we do cooking 
demos and tastings that show our mem-
bers new ways to utilize the vegetables 
they receive in their weekly shares.  

Our members love this; it promotes 
communication and great conversa-
tions fi lled with the sharing of recipes.  
We even had some members who vol-
unteered to do their own demos.  The 
only problem with the weekly demos is 
that for our members, stopping by the 
civic to pick up their shares is only one 
of the things on their Monday night to 
do lists.  Most run in an out; stop for a 
taste, a quick chat, grab a copy of the 
recipe and dash off to get dinner ready 
and help their kids with homework.

That’s why last year, we hosted four 
cooking classes.  All the classes were 
held on Monday nights, which is the 
same night as our CSA distribution.  I 
taught two of the classes and my fellow 
core members, Ann Kelly and Lourdes 
Harkins, each taught one class.  The 

classes were success-
ful, maybe not as well 
attended as we would 
have liked (commit-
ting to a 3-hour class 
on Monday nights was 
not very convenient 
as it turns out), but we 
had at least four people and as many as 
eight people attending each class.  Plus, 
considering that none of us had ever 
taught a 3-hour cooking class, I was 
pretty proud of our efforts.  

We got terrifi c feedback from the 
people who attended too.  I taught a class 
on Stock and Soup Basics and although 
it was a lot of prep, I was thrilled by 
how much everyone loved tasting the 
results of my efforts.  I did another soup 
making demo at our Wellness Event in 
November 2014 and for weeks I heard 
from people about how much they were 
inspired to try my recipe.  

But the best experience so far was 
on December 30, when I had a Pierogi 
Making Party and eight of us spent the 
day making four different varieties.  It 
was so wonderful to spend the day with 
this group of women, as we talked and 
laughed and shared food.  It was a day 
that made us all think about the bond 
between women, whether they are 
friends, family or neighbors, when we 
get together to cook.  The fact that the 
pierogi recipe we were using was based 
on one used by a women’s group that 
makes them to raise money for their 
community did not go without com-
ment.  My hope is that in November we 
can all get together again and make a 
whole bunch of pierogi for the same rea-
son.

With these successes in mind, feed-
back taken into consideration and les-
sons learned, we’re at it again this year.  
Starting Friday, March 13 and continu-
ing every other Friday night until June, 
the Locust Point Civic Association will 
be hosting the 2015 Cooking Class se-
ries.  This year’s lineup will include 
classes taught by professional chefs 
and our CSA Core members.  I’m still 
confi rming the details, so email me at 
cnapolitano@netzero.net if you want to 
be on the mailing list when we send out 
the schedule.  You can also keep an eye 
on the facebook pages for the Locust 
Point Civic Association, Community 
Board 10 and the Locust Point CSA.

I will tell you that the fi rst class on 

March 13 will be taught 
by Monica Meola, lo-
cal entrepreneur and 
owner of Cake It Easy.  
She hosted our recent 
Valentines Day Kids 
Cooking Class.  The 
class on the 13th will 

be a great ‘Girls Night Out’ idea, I know 
she’s planning on some terrifi c tasty 
treats.  

And don’t forget that the 2015 CSA 
season is now open! Go to the website 
noted below and follow the instruc-
tions for creating an account. Deb at 
Stoneledge is very helpful if you have 
any problems creating an account and 
signing up for a share.  Once you cre-
ate an account, you must place an or-
der.  There are Full Vegetable Shares 
available for $540 for 24 weeks.  A full 
share is alot of vegetables, but if you 
are vegetarian, vegan or you juice, you 
may want the full share.  If you only 
want a half share, the best thing to do 
is fi nd a friend or relative to split the 
share with you. However, if you are 
unable to fi nd anyone who wants to 
join you for terrifi c food, we can match 
you up with other people looking for a 
half share.  

Once you have purchased a vegeta-
ble share, you can choose to add a Full 
Fruit Share, which is $240 for 20 weeks 
(the fi rst delivery of fruit will be July 6).  
Many people choose to split a vegetable 
share and buy a full fruit share.  Once 
you purchase a vegetable share, you 

may purchase multiple fruit shares.  
For example, we split our vegetable 
share and we order two fruit shares - 
one for us and one for our share part-
ners.  

The Mushroom Share is $120 for 24 
weeks.  Each week you receive a bag of 
mushrooms and the selection is a ro-
tation of cremini, portobello, shitake, 
oyster and white button.  They are a 
wonderful addition to your local veg-
etable selection.  Same rules apply for 
mushrooms as  fruit.

Any questions, feel free to email 
me at cnapolitano@netzero.net.  Once 
you have created your account, order 
shares for the 2015 season by:

1. Clicking on Member Login under 
the center photo on the farm website 
www.stoneledge.farm.  

2. Login using your e-mail address 
and password.  There is a Forgot Pass-
word link available.  

3. Select the site (LOCUST POINT) 
and then you can select the CSA shares 
you would like to order.  

4. Read and check off the Member 
Agreement and also the Volunteering 
Agreement for your CSA site.  

5. Select the payment method and 
complete your order.  A confi rmation e-
mail will be sent to you once the order 
is complete.

The fi rst delivery for the 2015 season 
is tentatively scheduled for June 8 at 
3300 Tierney Place.  We are looking for-
ward to a prosperous 2015 season!

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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$40.00

INSURANCE QUESTIONS?
WE HAVE ANSWERS

1969 Westchester Ave.
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1 Family House. On a double lot. 
4 bedrooms and 3 baths.

$490,000.

2 Family House. 
On a double lot.

$400,000.

2 Family. Income Basement
apartment and 2 car garage.

$490,000.

2 Family House.

$425,000.

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

Rosana Chirico
Licensed Real Estate Broker

com

RC House Sales Realty Corp.

THROGGS NECK AREA

$1900
3 Bedroom. $1700

$1400.
 3 Bedroom.  $1800

THROGGS NECK 
PELHAM BAY

IN CONTRACT

1 Family House.
Completely Renovated. 

$410,000.

APARTMENTS

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL

STORE FRONT AVAILABLE.
400 square feet - E Tremont Ave & 3rd Ave.

3602 C East Tremont Ave.
Located near the Alley Cat Café.  

Available outside seating in our cozy courtyard. 
Like us on facebook. Www.Facebook.Com/scoopsandbowls

Follow us on instagram. Www.Instagram.Com/scoopsandbowls

LARGE SIZE COFFEE OR TEA  HOT OR ICED FOR $1.00
REAL FRUIT SMOOTHIES FOR JUST $3.50

50¢ 

CASTLE HILL AREA
 2 bedroom. $1300

PELHAM BAY AREA
 Spacious 2 bedroom. $1375

THROGGS NECK’S ONLY ICE CREAM PARLOR!

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING
FAT FREE, NON-DIARY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

3 bedrooms over
3 bedrooms. Basement. 

$450,000.

SC       PS
BOWLS&

Attention Customers:
We will be closing the ice cream parlor from 
Wednesday, March 4 through Monday, March 
16 for SPRING BREAK. 

We will be back will all new ice creams, gelato, 
icees and more for your enjoyment.  We want 
to sincerely thank you for your patronage and 
understanding. Stay tuned to our facebook 
page for updates and more...

Looking for a
Summer Job?

Must have a NYC Health Food Protection license.  
Email your resumes to

scoopsandbowls@gmail.com.

We have many 
clients looking 
for apartment 

rentals and 
houses for sale 
Please call for 
a free market 
assessment
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Cancer Screening Saves Lives
We can help You

Together we can reverse these trends.
The Bronx County Cancer Services Program can provide you with free cancer screenings.

For an appointment call 718-579-6453

The fight against breast, cervical and colorectal cancer begins with 
regular screenings. We can provide free screenings regardless of 
citizenship status for breast, cervical and colorectal cancer, if you:

Have no health insurance

Are between 40 and 64 years old

Live in the Bronx

Did You Know?
108 people in the Bronx are diagnosed with cancer each week

Breast cancer is the second leading cause of death among 
women in New York State

In 2012, an estimated 3,000 New Yorkers may have lost their 
battle against colorectal cancer
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Funded by a grant from the New York State Department 
of Health, Bureau of Chronic Disease Control



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEB. 27-MAR. 5, 201564    BTR

The Chinese Lion dance is performed by members of the New York Chinese Cultural Center. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Volunteer Claudia Bernhard assists Chris-
topher Condon and Chelsea Rodriguez with 
Chinese paper cutting. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Friends Gianna Lee and Evelyn Zeng with 
their paper cuttings. Photo by Laura Stone

The Bronx Museum hosted a Lunar New Year celebration on Saturday, February 21, in col-
laboration with the New York Chinese Cultural Center. Kids had fun with crafts, and learned 
about traditional techniques of paper cutting and calligraphy, before enjoying a perfor-
mance of costumed folk dances, authentic music, and a Lion Dance.

LUNAR NEW YEAR AT BRONX MUSEUM
North Central Bronx Hospital hosted a preparation event for the Lunar New Year on Wednes-
day, February 18.  At the event, resident touring company China Dance New York performed 
traditional Chinese dances for the Lunar New Year, which began on Thursday, February 19.

NCBH CELEBRATES NEW YEAR

Jiayan Jessie Yong performs a traditional 
Chinese dance to ward off bad luck in prepa-
ration for the Lunar New Year. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Jiayan Jessie Yong performs a traditional 
Chinese dance. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Fatima Samad shows off her business, Design by U, at the event. Photo by Patricio Robayo

In honor of Black History Month, WHEDco’s Bronx Music Heritage Center celebrated Ghana’s 
connection to the Civil Rights Movement and the decades of shared history between the 
U.S. and Ghana with traditional music and dance from the African nation. The event fea-
tured K5!, a dance group that highlights Ghanaian culture, performing traditional Ghana-
ian Azonto dance. The documentary Living the Hiplife, which is directed by Jesse Weaver 
Shipley and depicts the musical fusion of Ghana’s highlife music and hip hop, was shown 
and discussed.

GHANA IN THE BRONX

(l-r) Aleatha Williams, Loretta Masterson, April Horton, Senator Jeff Klein, Darrin Speight, Paul 
Moore,and Debra Stern with their awards. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Jeff Klein hosted his Black History Month Breakfast at Villa Barone Manor 
on Saturday, February 21.  The honorees were April Horton, director of external and 
government affairs at Verizon; Paul Moore, principal of Moore Development Group; 
Rev. Dr. Kahlil Mootoo, pastor of Bright Temple A.M.E. Church in Hunts Point; Loretta 
Masterson, president of the Sack Wern Houses Residents Council in Clason Point; 
Darrin Speight, president of the Shorehaven Condo Association in Clason Point; 
Debra Stern, founder and executive director of the Amani Public Charter School and 
Aleatha Williams, founder and president of Youth Leaders On The Move.  The key-
note address was given by Klein’s colleague, Senator James Sanders Jr. of Queens.

KLEIN HOSTS BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH
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LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES
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JOHN DORMI & SONS
Funeral Home
1121 Morris Park Avenue
Bronx, New York 10461

718.863.2000   800.539.2002
Owned by a Subsidiary of Service Corporation International 1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, Texas 77019 (713) 522-5141

Congratulations

Bronx Times Reporter
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Bringing Hope Home

The Eastchester Center for Cancer Care

We bring you the technology

We bring you skilled physicians and experts

Anthony
Hoffman, M.D.

Alfred
Rosenbaum, M.D.

Fabio
Volterra, M.D.

Nella Irene
Shapiro, M.D.

Avi
Retter, M.D.

Personalized
Care Plans

Compassion

Integrated Team
Approach

Options
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
U.S. manufacturing is in a 

state of crisis, and it may be 
a self-imposed dilemma for 
America. The January 2015 re-
port from the Federal Reserve 
notes that there are fewer jobs 
in that industry than at the 
start of the Obama presidency, 
when there was 12,561,000 
manufacturing jobs in the na-
tion.  By January of 2015, that 
number had been reduced to 
12,330,000.

The crisis has its anteced-
ents long before President 
Obama took offi ce, during the 
tenure of President Clinton.

In October 0f 2000, Clinton 
signed legislation granting 
permanent normal trade rela-
tions to China. The measure 
had been bitterly opposed by 
conservatives, human rights 
groups, and unions. The move 
was consistent with his con-
troversial policy of enhanc-
ing relations with Beijing, 
which included selling them  
supercomputers and nuclear 
technology,  The moves are 
now seen as playing a signifi -
cant role in building China’s 
sophisticated and aggressive 
military.

The change in U.S. trade 
policy eliminated potential 
tariff increases on Chinese 

imports. In addressing the 
issue, the Federal Reserve 
notes: “Our estimates reveal a 
negative and statistically sig-
nifi cant relationship between 
the change in U.S. policy and 
subsequent growth in manu-
facturing…We fi nd that U.S. 
imports of the goods most af-
fected by the policy change in-
crease substantially after 2001, 
and that this growth is driven 
by imports from China.”

Richard McCormick, writ-
ing in the American Pros-
pect back in 2009  noted that 
For American manufactur-
ers, “the bad years didn’t be-
gin with the banking crisis of 
2008… Since 2001, the country 
has lost 42,400 factories, in-
cluding 36 percent of factories 
that employ more than 1,000 
workers (which declined from 
1,479 to 947), and 38 percent of 
factories that employ between 
500 and 999 employees (from 
3,198 to 1,972). 

An additional 90,000 manu-
facturing companies are now 
at risk of going out of business. 
Long before the banking col-
lapse of 2008, such important 
U.S. industries as machine 
tools, consumer electronics, 
auto parts, appliances, fur-
niture, telecommunications 
equipment, and many others 

that had once dominated the 
global marketplace suffered 
their own economic collapse. 
Manufacturing employment 
dropped to 11.7 million in Oc-
tober 2009, a loss of 5.5 mil-
lion or 32 percent of all manu-
facturing jobs since October 
2000. 

The last time fewer than 12 
million people worked in the 
manufacturing sector was in 
1941. In October 2009, more 
people were offi cially unem-
ployed (15.7 million) than were 
working in manufacturing.”

Manufacturing has a sin-
gularly vital role in the U.S. 
economy. Senator Christopher 
Coons (D-Delaware)  notes 
that “Workers in manufac-
turing jobs earn 22 percent 
more in annual pay and ben-
efi ts than the average worker 
in other industries, accord-
ing to the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers. Every 
new manufacturing job we 
create adds another 1.6 jobs to 
the local service economy, and 

for every dollar in manufac-
turing sales, another $1.34 is 
added to the economy. Invest-
ments in manufacturing have 
a stronger impact than invest-
ments in any other economic 
sector.”

The Economic Policy In-
stitute recently reported that 
“Manufacturing industries 
generated $2.1 trillion in GDP 
(12.5 percent of total U.S. gross 
domestic product) in 2013. But 
even these fi gures do not fully 
capture manufacturing’s role 
in the economy. 

Manufacturing provides a 
signifi cant source of demand 
for goods and services in other 
sectors of the economy, and 
these sales to other industries 
are not captured in measures 
of manufacturing sector GDP 
but are counted in the broader 
measure of its gross output. 
U.S. manufacturing had gross 
output of $5.9 trillion in 2013, 
more than one-third (35.4 per-
cent) of U.S. GDP in 2013. Man-
ufacturing is by far the most 
important sector of the U.S. 
economy in terms of total out-
put and employment. 

The manufacturing sec-
tor supported approximately 
17.1 million indirect jobs in 
the United States, in addition 
to the 12.0 million persons 

directly employed in manu-
facturing, for a total of 29.1 
million jobs directly and in-
directly supported, more than 
one-fi fth (21.3 percent) of total 
U.S. employment in 2013.

     “The manufacturing sec-
tor is also a particularly im-
portant provider of jobs with 
good wages for workers with-
out a college degree. This can 
be seen in the manufacturing 
wage premium—the dollar 
amount by which the average 
manufacturing worker wage 
exceeds the wage of an other-
wise comparable worker out-
side the manufacturing sec-
tor. 

The average wage pre-
mium for all U.S. manufactur-
ing workers without a college 
degree was $1.78 per hour (or 
10.9 percent) in 2012–2013.”

     The ongoing weakness in 
the U.S. economy and job mar-
ket, combined with Beijing’s 
continuing and dramatic mil-
itary buildup, should encour-
age a timely and thorough 
re-examination of American 
trade relations with that na-
tion.

     COMACTA at nycommu-
nityaction@gmail.com; tune 
into our radio broadcasts at 
amfm247.com, and visit our 
website at comactainc.com. 

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Our next membership 

meeting will be on Thursday, 
March 12 at 7:30 p.m. at P.S. 14.  
We will be speaking about our 
Court Watchers Program and 
how this program can help 
with graffi ti, car break-ins 
and car theft.

If you are involved with the 
Court Watchers Program you 
know that most of the time 
criminals that commit qual-
ity of life crimes receive com-
munity service instead of jail 
time as their sentences.  Most 
people consider this a slap on 

the wrist and for the most part 
it has not reduced quality-of-
life crimes that we see in our 
neighborhood.  

In order for our community 
to have more involvement in 
the court process we worked 
with Senator Jeff Klein to cre-
ate the Court Watchers Pro-
gram.  Our group works with 
the senators staff, assistant 
district attorneys, judges and 
community outreach at our 
Bronx Court House.

We go to court on sentenc-
ing day, wearing red tee shirts, 
and through a letter written to 

the judge we ask for appropri-
ate sentencing for the offender.  
The fact that the community is 
at court showing their concern 
helps the judge to understand 
the need to respond appropri-
ately to the crimes committed 
in our neighborhoods.  He sees 
that we are a community that 

cares and that matters to most 
judges!

Sometimes jail time is ap-
propriate, especially for repeat 
offenders, but for fi rst time of-
fenders often some kind of re-
habilitation makes more sense.  
In this case, the offender is of-
ten referred to Bronx Solu-
tions.  There are many things 
can happen when an offender 
is referred to this organiza-
tion so we have asked them to 
attend our March meeting so 
that we may understand what 
happens in community court 
and how involved we can get 

in the process.  
We have also asked for staff 

from the 45th Precinct and the 
court system to attend this 
meeting so that we get a full 
picture of the process and the 
possibilities.

In order for our commu-
nity to be the best it can be we 
must be as involved as we can 
be.  Please come to our March 
meeting to get educated about 
we can do to curb crime in our 
community.

We hope to see you there.  
Why not bring your neighbor 
with you!

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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The A-Team in Diagnostic Imaging

Call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

University Diagnostic Medical Imaging is your one-stop source for full-service diagnostic radiology. Based in the 
Bronx for more than 25 years, we’re owned and operated by professional radiologists who work collaboratively 
with physicians to achieve the best outcome for their patients. Our reputation for patient care is unmatched. 
Conveniently located at the Hutchinson Metro Center, we’re easily accessible to all major highways and public 
transportation. And we offer FREE parking!   
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BY KENNETH KEARNS
Over the years, there has 

been a lot of talk of how banks 
and fi nancial institutions had 
ignored or abandoned urban 
areas.  In the 1960s and 70s, 
this happened in our own bor-
ough. With the exception of a 
few institutions, many banks 
left the Bronx and the results 
were devastating.  

In the ensuing years, the 
economic fortunes of the bor-
ough improved, and we have 
seen a resurgence of inter-
est on the part of the bank-
ing community,  thanks to 
Federal legislative initiatives 
such as the Community Rein-
vestment Act.   This legisla-
tion established thresholds of 
investment by banks in vari-
ous communities and man-
dated the establishment of 
programs that would stimu-
late economic growth. Within 
Community Board 10, we have 
seen the banking resurgence, 
in every community served 
by the board one or two new 
bank branches have opened in 
the past ten years. The access 
to capital for loans for cars, 
mortgages and home improve-
ments in our communities 
have reached unprecedented 
levels.

The governmental agency 
that monitors banking prac-
tices is the New York City 
Community Investment Advi-
sory Board (CIAB). This body 
was created in 2012, under Lo-
cal Law 38, otherwise known 
as the Responsible Banking 
Act.  The board assesses every 
two years the banking needs 
of the city, and evaluates the 
performance of the banks in 
meeting those needs. They 
examine the banking institu-
tions’ success in meeting the 
needs that were indentifi ed, 
such as small business lend-
ing, lending for affordable 
housing, efforts to address 
conditions at foreclosed prop-
erties and other areas where 

banks may meet the needs of 
communities.  

In addition, the CIAB pub-
lishes an annual report that 
analyzes the banking institu-
tions’ success in meeting the 
assessed needs of the commu-
nity. This information is for-
warded to the New York City 
Banking Commission, who 
may consider it when approv-
ing New York City Designated 
Banks. On February 12, the 
CIAB held a hearing in Bronx 
County. Below you will fi nd 
the testimony of our board’s 
chairman, Martin Prince:  

“To Commissioner Jiha 
and fellow board members of 
the New York City Community 
Investment Advisory Board, 
my name is Martin Prince and 
I am chairman of Bronx Com-
munity Board 10. My purpose 
today, is to offer testimony 
from my community board on 
the activities of banks within 
our area of geographic juris-
diction. Bronx Community 
Board 10 represents the north-
east Bronx communities of Co-
op City, City Island, Pelham 
Bay, Country Club, Throggs 
Neck, Westchester Square and 
Zerega. 

The banks that cover our 
community board include the 
following: Citi, HSBC, Capital 
One, Apple Bank for Savings, 
Chase, TD Bank, Hudson Val-
ley Bank, Ridgewood Savings 
Bank, Amalgamated Bank, 
Alma Bank, and New York 
Community Bank. As you can 
see we are represented well, as 
opposed to other communities 
where basic banking services 
are not provided. Our con-
cern lies with the compliance 
levels of these banks with the 
Federal Community Reinvest-
ment Act, and the Responsible 
Banking Act. 

Bronx Community Board 
10 enjoys the presence of many 
fi ne civic associations that 
provide youth and senior ser-
vices, and athletic programs. 

We at the community board 
are not aware of the efforts on 
the part of these fi nancial in-
stitutions to disseminate in-
formation regarding the avail-
ability of funds to support 
community organizations 
from these banks. The fund-
ing that does exist is episodic 
and is granted on an inter-
mittent basis, for instance JP 
Morgan Chase, donated a for-
mer Washington Mutual Bank 
branch to the Bronx Council 
of the Arts.    

While this was an incred-
ible gesture of support to the 
community that is much ap-
preciated, it is our board’s con-
tention, that more work needs 
to be done with respect to the 
dissemination of information 
regarding the potential of the 
philanthropic and business 
development arms of these in-
stitutions in making the pub-
lic aware of their ability to as-
sist community based service 
organizations. 

We would like to see a more 
robust effort displayed by the 
management of these insti-
tutions in this regard. Orga-
nizations that could benefi t 
from assistance in our com-
munity board include, but are 
not limited to the following: 
the Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District, 
the Pelham Bay Merchants, 
the Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association, the City Is-
land Chamber of Commerce, 
Throggs Neck Volunteer Am-
bulance Corps and several lit-
tle league and senior organi-
zations. 

With respect to the require-
ment that most of the banks 
have, regarding that the re-

cipient of corporate giving ef-
forts to provide opportunities 
for fi nancial education, we at 
the board are sure that any 
recipient organization would 
be willing to incorporate that 
component in their program.

Additionally, we would like 
to see a system established 
that would provide for dedi-
cated communication between 
the fi nancial institutions and 
the community boards, to dis-
seminate information regard-
ing the CIAB, we feel that this 
would increase the organiza-
tion’s presence in the com-
munity and enable the Board 
to become a true community 
partner.  

In closing, we at Bronx 
Community Board 10 would 
like to see a more fulsome ef-
fort on the part of the banking 
institutions that service our 
communities, to let responsi-
ble community actors know of 
how they may help our neigh-
borhoods grow and prosper. “

     Through our testimony, 
we hope to impart to the bank-
ing community, the need on 
their part, to increase services 
to communities in general.

The fact that New York 
City has a homeless problem 
is readily apparent every day. 
In our own community board 
service area, we see individu-
als and groups congregating 
at Pelham Bay Park or at the 
subway stations along the IRT 
#6 line.  In response to these 
situations, the board has en-
listed the assistance of Bronx 
Works, the city contractor in 
offering people aid and shel-
ter.  We also work with MTA 
Outreach and its contractors 
to offer these same services to 
those on the trains. If you see 
a homeless person, please call 
the board at (718) 892-1161 or 
311 and provide a description 
and location of the individual 
and an outreach team will 
visit them to offer services. 

So much of homelessness to-

day, can be directly attributed 
to evictions that were brought 
on by New York state’s discon-
tinuance of the Work Advan-
tage Program, which assisted 
the working poor.  With some 
58,000 people being identifi ed 
as homeless, many of them 
women and children, the 
city’s Department of Homeless 
Services has ramped up its 
eviction prevention program 
known as Homebase. This pro-
gram offers a range of services 
that include eviction preven-
tion, help in securing public 
benefi ts, job placement, fi nan-
cial counseling, money man-
agement and short-term fi nan-
cial assistance.  This program 
is very successful in prevent-
ing evictions. The Community 
Board 10 Homebase offi ce is 
located at 2155 Blackrock Av-
enue and they can be reached 
at (718) 414-1050. 

The New York Wildlife Con-
servation Society (the Bronx 
Zoo) is once again offering its 
Temporary Employment Pro-
gram for positions in their 
restaurants, merchandising 
unit, admissions and guest re-
lations, maintenance depart-
ment, ride operations, special 
animal exhibits, security and 
guest programming/market-
ing. All applications must be 
submitted on-line at www.wcs.
org/careers.

CB10 reminds all of those 
who are fortunate to have four 
legged friends in life , to clean-
up after their pet. The pet can-
not do this, so you have to. You 
will be doing the community, 
your pet and yourself a favor. 
You will also be avoiding a 
large fi ne.

The board offi ce is open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to meet 
your service needs.  We are 
located at 3165 E. Tremont 
Avenue and our phone num-
ber is (718) 892-1161. You may 
also contact us via e-mail at 
BX10@cb.nyc.gov.  Please visit 
our web site at www.nyc.gov/
bronxcb10.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Remember, no regular 

meeting of the post on Sun-
day, March 15, we will be 
marching in the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade instead, lining 
up at E.Tremont and Lafay-
ette avenues at 11:30 a.m., to 
step off at noon sharp.  

The regular meeting of 

Korony Post 253 will be on 
Sunday, March 22 at Ameri-
can Turners NY, 10:30 a.m. 
for coffee, meeting starts 
promptly at 11a.m., colation 
in their club room at noon.

In April we have the an-
nual Commander’s Visita-
tion downstate at Antun’s 
in Queens, more info at the 

meeting.  The April presen-
tation of the steel piece from 

the fi rst World Trade Center 
will be on Saturday, April 18, 
time confi rmed as 10:30 a.m., 
at the memorial at Silver 
Beach’s Sunset Trail.

In Memorium: We sadly 
report the passing of Rev. 
William Kalaidjian, WW2 
veteran, 42 years as an NYPD 
chaplain and a volunteer at 

the VA Hospital.  *Hand Sa-
lute*

Report from the parade 
next time!

Until next time:  Talk-
ing about St. Patrick’s Day 
means spring is on the way!  
Stay warm, stay safe, help 
others through these last fro-
zen days of 2015.  

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND INFORMATION 
CALL (718) 260-4593
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WSPT 
@home

If you need Physical Therapy, 
but can’t make it to us - 
we’ll come to you !  

Call 718.409.9444, 
to schedule an 
appointment today !

World Class Care Right @ Home

www.wspt.org

W   P   S   T 
P  H  Y  S  I  C  A  L  T  H  E  R  A  P  Y  

A  C C S SALCDLRO W  E E R A E R I G H H T T R R R O O U N N D 

A  Q  U  A  T  I  C  T  H  E  R  A  P  Y  W  E  L  L  N  E  S  S  
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Bronx Park East Community Association news

Congratulations to long-time Co-op City 24- h our e atery “Bagel Cafe” 
for staying open. Support them next time  you shop   in Bay Plaza.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND INFORMATION 
CALL (718) 260-4593

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Bingo is back. The Korony 

Post is hosting a Bingo Night 
on Friday, March 27 from 7 
to 9:30 p.m. at the Sam Young 
Post. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
Advance tickets only, no ticket 
sales at the door. Five dollars 
gets you in with one card, addi-
tional cards may be purchased 
for $3 each. Snacks will be pro-
vided. Call the Sam Young Post 

for tickets and reservations, 
we answer to (718) 822-8873. All 
proceeds go to veteran’s pro-
grams.

Any post in the hood that 
has an upcoming function and 
want me to include it in this col-
umn, give me a two week heads 
up for me to get it into print. 

Come on in to the 620 Pub 
where it’s warm, where there’s 
Pabst Blue Ribbon on tap as 
well as Miller Golden Lite. The 

rest of the extensive selection is 
behind the bar.

Unlike others, there are no 
prevarications by this Pulitzer 
Prize-worthy journalist.

Trivia Time!!

The modern Purple Heart 
was created on February 22, 
1932. FYI it was George Wash-
ington who fi rst brought it into 
use, Therefore, his  likeness is 
on the medal.

February 22, 1896, saw the 
debut of Tootsie Rolls.

The Colors were raised on 
Iwo Jima on February 23, 1945.

The Nazi Party fi rst met on 
February 24, 1920 in Munich.

On February 25, Moham-

med Ali, then Cassius Clay be-
came Champ by beating Sonny 
Liston.

On the next day in 1993, 
the World Trade Center was 
bombed.

Finally on February 28, 
1993, The ATF&B shot it out 
with the Branch Davidians in 
Waco Texas.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch and 
God bless.

BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER
Bagel Cafe Is Open! 

Though it happened 
months back, Bronx residents 
and Bay Plaza shoppers should 
be reminded that longtime Co-
op City 24/7 diner and dive is 
open for business! Though a 
New York Times article ham-
mered nails into Bagel Cafe’s 
coffi n, this small business re-
mained open after successful 
last-minute negotiations with 
its landlord, Prestige Proper-
ties.  

From my own experience, 
the brand new Bay Plaza in-
door mall is a lovely, vibrant 
addition to the shopping area, 
and the Bronx. However, we 
must not allow the entrance of 
wealthy corporations such as 
Macy’s to once again make it 
okay for Bronx developers and 
landlords to snub ‘small’ busi-
ness establishments! Espe-
cially establishments such as 
Bagel Cafe, which has served 
tens of thousands of dedicated 
Bronx patrons for 25 plus 
years. 

Yes, Bagel Cafe does need a 
facelift, to replace the seating, 
signage and lighting. But they 
also need your shopping dol-
lars to run their business and 
make that renovation happen. 
Support small businesses! If 
you’re seeing a movie in Bay 
Plaza this weekend, instead 
of eating at Burger King after 
the fl ick, give your business 
to Bagel Cafe, located next to 
Modell’s, across from DSW.

My favorite bite is their 
two slices of pizza for $4. Good 
deal, huh? Bagel Cafe is open 
24 hours-a-day 7 days-a-week, 
with ample seating. Support 
them! 

Bronx Park East also needs 

a facelift.  As you may know, 
Bronx Park East Community 
Association is advocating our 
elected offi cials to fund long-
overdue improvements to 
Bronx Park East.  Senator Jeff 
Klein has set aside $500,000 of 
our tax dollars to go towards a 
$1 million renovation of War-
ing Playground, and we’re 
seeking to obtain the other 
$500,000 through Councilman 
Ritchie Torres Participatory 
Budgeting vote in April.     

But B-PECA hasn’t ignored 
the rest of the park. Just this 
week, B-PECA requested fund-
ing from the Councilman’s 
2015-2016 Capital Budget to 
fund replacement of the iron 
gates that line the park.  These 
rusted, heavy gates that line 
the park between Arnow Av-
enue and Thwaites Place are 
the fi rst thing people see when 
they enter. Unfortunately the 
gates are not only rusted, but 
prone to breakage, as wit-
nessed when a 6-foot wide 150 
pound section fell near War-
ing Avenue this past summer.  
Hopefully our hard-working 
councilman can provide the 
necessary funds to rejuvenate 
the exterior of Bronx Park 
and make our green space ma-
jestic, once again! And you 
can count on B-PECA to keep 
pushing until it happens. 

CenterLight Barker 

Speed Bump 

B-PECA is also fi ghting for 
installation of speed bumps on 
Barker Avenue between Mace 
and Allerton avenues.  On this 
block sits two CenterLight/
Beth Abraham apartment 
buildings that houses senior 
citizens - over 200 of them. 
For years, these seniors have 
been worried by the speed-

ing of cars on the snaking, 
long block, speeding that has 
resulted in many near-colli-
sions.  

Unfortunately, the Depart-
ment of Transportation denied 
the bumps last year, citing, 
yes, a lack of speeding.  But, 
with the signatures of over 
250 residents, B-PECA asked 
Councilman Torres’ offi ce to 
request that DOT do another 
study early this spring so 
speed bumps can be installed 
before November 2015. 

We have yet to hear back 
from DOT on what other rea-
sons they had for denying the 
request after the fi rst study, 
however we are sure we can 
be resourceful and fi nd a way 
to put in the bumps (the best 
way to slow down speeders), 
despite the numerous drive-
ways and curb cuts that ex-
ist on this block.  Let’s work 
together, DOT, and ‘Make it 
happen’ for the CenterLight 
seniors. 

Graffi ti-Removal 

Specialists 

Finally, as you may have 
seen on the B-PECA and Com-
munity Board 11 Facebook 
groups, this organization spe-
cializes in rapid-response 
graffi ti removal. This month 
alone every tag was removed 
on Allerton Avenue between 
BPE and White Plains Road, 
despite the fact that it’s winter.  
Remember the motto: ‘Make it 
happen’.  

If you see graffi ti, tags, or 
any other eye sores, please 
report it to B-PECA by tex-
ting/calling (347) 654- 7044 or 
emailing bxparkeast@gmail.
com. I, along with Kathleen, 
Larry, Mike Yagoda and other 
B-PECA FB members post pic-

tures, upcoming events and 
other updates each day on 
our vibrant facebook group. 
So, please join it and make 
the conversation that much 
more inclusive. Go to www.
facebook.com /g roups/bx-
parkeast and click, Request 
to Join.  Don’t have facebook? 
Get neighborhood info with 
text message alerts by texting 
(347) 654-7044.  It’s the 21st Cen-
tury. Utilize the technology at 
your fi nger tips to better our 
communication of important 
neighborhood issues.  But I’m 
old school, too: CD players, 
paper newspapers, writing 

Bronx Times columns in the 
Bagel Cafe.  

Remember: Nothing re-
places face-to-face communi-
cation. So, it’s vital that we see 
you at our monthly B-PECA 
Community meetings. The 
next meeting is on Thursday, 
March 12 at 6:30 p.m. inside 
2401 White Plains Road. There 
you can speak face-to-face and 
fi nd out how you can be a part 
of the positive change B-PECA 
aims to bring about.  As Cap-
tain Picard said: “Engage!”  
Engage in your Allerton and 
Pelham Parkway communi-
ties.  
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“WE DO 
THE RIGHT 

THING”

Retail
Location With 

Wholesale 
Pricing!

FREE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY TIRES!

NITROGEN FILLED TIRES
BETTER GAS MILEAGE

LONGER TIRE LIFE
IMPROVED HANDLING

DECREASE WHEEL CORROSION

PICTURE PERFECT
4-WHEEL ALLIGNMENT

National Accounts
Welcomed!

Commercial Accounts
Welcomes!

ALLOY WHEEL REPAIR

24/48-Hour Turnaround Service

Full Service Reconditioning and
Straightening Services Provided

We Stock Factory OEM Wheels

FREE Pick-up and Delivery Follow Us On

Facebook

Ask For Our Lease Return Specials.
Don’t Get Over Charged By The Dealer

We provide High tech straightening to back to 
near factory standards

WELDING
High quality TIG Welding for your wheel 
cracks needs

SAND BLASTING
High quality method for surface preparations

REFINISHING/RECONDITIONING
High Quality finihes with our state of the art CNC 
Lathe and Computerized Color Matching Equipment

POWDER COATING
Custom Colors and texture to make your 
wheels stand out

STRAIGHTENING
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$1995
Better gym.

Better price.

month-to-month

no commitment!

MORRIS PARK
1601 Bronxdale Avenue
718.828.0611 • NYSC.com

Other restrictions and fees may apply.

Elizabeth Hoy, Birch face white, 2014. Oil on paper, 10 ½ x 20 inches. Courtesy of the artist.
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Upcoming events & workshops at Wave Hill 
Saturday, March 7: Tai Chi 

Chuan: In this beginner-level 
class, Irving Yee, a member of 
the William CC Chen Tai Chi 
School, introduces students to 
the internal martial arts and 
promotes an awareness of its 
benefi ts. 

Saturday, March 7; SUN-
DAY, MARCH 8: Family Art 
Project: Use special papers 
and natural materials to cre-
ate your own mandala, with 
a unique ring for each of your 
years. 

Saturday, March 7; SUN-
DAY, MARCH 8: In The Shop 
At Wave Hill: Spring Sale 
In The Tea Room: Celebrate 
spring with a seasonal clear-
ance event! The Shop will 
present deeply discounted 
merchandise (up to 75% off!) 
in a special tearoom sale event 
in Wave Hill House. 

Saturday, March 7: Winter 

Workspace Workshop: Mono-
typing The Winter Landscape: 
Winter Workspace artist Eliz-
abeth Hoy extends her experi-
ments in working plein-air, 
seeking to capture the lumi-
nosity of this Hudson estate 
in her layered abstract paint-
ings. At her workshop, select 
patterns, shapes and colors 
foraged from the grounds to 
experiment with monotyping, 
a quick and fun printmaking 
medium. 

Sunday, March 8: Spring 
Birding: Naturalist Gabriel 
Willow contributes his ex-
tensive knowledge of diverse 
bird species and their behav-
ior on these captivating walks 
through the gardens and 
woodlands. 

Sunday, March 8: Hatha 
Yoga: Classes are led by Yoga 
for Bliss director Neem Dewji 
and other certifi ed instruc-

tors. 
Sunday, March 8: Medita-

tion: Each session, led by Yoga 
for Bliss director Neem Dewji 
and other qualifi ed instruc-
tors, includes instruction in 
simple techniques, followed 

by guided meditations. 
 Sunday, March 8: Family 

Walk: Signs Of Spring: Led by 
naturalist and educator Ga-
briel Willow. 

Sunday, March 8: Garden 
Highlights Walk: Join in for 

an hour-long tour of seasonal 
garden highlights. 

Wave Hill, a public garden 
and cultural center, is located 
at 675 West 252nd Street.

For further information 
call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.
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Good seats are still available 
for the final weekend of Bronx 

House’s acclaimed production of 
Into the Woods, Jr. presented in col-
laboration with the renowned Riv-
erdale Children’s Theatre (RCT).  
In this Tony Award winning Broad-
way musical, written by Stephen 
Sondheim and James Lapine, the 
Brothers Grimm hit the stage with 
an epic fairytale about wishes, fam-
ily and the choices we make. Famil-
iar fairy tale characters – Cinder-
ella, Little Red riding Hood, Jack 
(and his beanstalk) and the Witch – 
meet and interact in this whimsical 
original story.

The production, directed by 
Becky Lillie Woods, includes a 
cast of over 30 children and adults.  
Weekend performances are sched-
uled for Friday, February 27 at 7:00 
pm; Saturday, February 28 at 2:00 
and 7:00 pm, and Sunday, March 1 
at 2:00 pm.  All tickets are $10 with 
group discounts available. Perfor-
mances are in the Bronx House 
Auditorium, located at 990 Pelham 
Parkway South.

Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.bronxhouse.org or at the 
Bronx House box office up until the 
day of the performance. For more 
information contact Deborah Nitz-

berg at (718) 792-1800 extension 236.
* * *

Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-

seum will welcome Emita Brady 
Hill and Janet Butler Munch, edi-
tors of Bronx Faces and Voices: Six-
teen Stories of Courage and Com-
munity, to discuss their recent 
book on Thursday, September 26th 
at 7:30 pm.

 Bronx Faces and Voices docu-
ments the uncensored stories of 
sixteen men and women and their 
experiences in the borough before, 
during, and after the troubled years 
of arson, crime, abandonment, and 
flight in the 1970s and 80s. The 
voices are as eclectic as the Bronx 
itself: elected officials, religious 
leaders, and activists who were all 
determined to preserve the beauty 
of their parks and stability of their 
community and combat the notion 
of the Bronx as an international 
symbol of urban disaster. While 
some are no longer alive, each of 
the sixteen individuals featured in 
Hill and Munch’s fascinating oral 
history, played a positive role in a 
pivotal time in the borough’s his-
tory.

The talk will be illustrated with 
striking photographs from the book 
of Bronxites in all their diversity 

by noted photographers Georgeen 
Comerford and Walter Rosenblum.

Emita Brady Hill is the former 
chancellor of Indiana University 
Kokomo and spent twenty years at 
Lehman College, the Bronx campus 
of CUNY, in various roles, includ-
ing department chair, dean and vice 
president, and professor of French 
language and literature. She was 
also program director for two NEH 
funded programs, The City and 
the Humanities and the Bronx Re-
gional History Project. She lives in 
New Rochelle, New York, and Tra-
verse City, Michigan.

Janet Butler Munch is an asso-
ciate professor and special collec-
tions librarian at Lehman College, 
CUNY. For the past 20 years she 
has worked with Bronx researchers 
and collections including Lehman’s 
Bronx Institute Archives of com-
munity oral histories, books, docu-
ments, maps, and photographs. She 
lives in Ossining, New York.

Registration for the Local Au-
thor Spotlight with is requested at 
(718) 885-1461 or via email at info@
bpmm.org. Cost $10 adults; $8 se-
niors and students; members free

* * *

Lehman Center for the Per-

forming Arts in association with 

Sal Abbatiello of Fever Records 
presents for the ninth year in a row 
– Forever Freestyle 9 – on Saturday, 
March 7th, 2015 at 8pm.  To Latino 
teenagers in the late ‘80s and early 
‘90s, Freestyle, a hybrid of Hip Hop 
and disco, was known simply as 
“Our Music.”  This year’s concert 
will feature Freestyle artists that 
made this genre a world-wide sen-
sation, including TKA/K7 “Ma-
ria,” Judy Torres “No Reason To 
Cry,” George Lamond “Bad Of The 
Heart,” The Cover Girls “Show Me,” 
Noel “Silent Morning,” Lisette Me-
lendez “Together Forever,” Sugar 
Hill Gang “Rapper’s Delight,” Rob 
Base “It Takes Two,” Soave “Cry-
ing Over You,” Coro “Where Are 
You Tonight My Love” and Nocerra 
“Summertime, Summertime.” The 
concert will also feature DJ Lucho, 
DJ Solo and The Whiteboy DJ Kys 
and will be hosted by Speedy and 
Sal Abbatiello. 

Lehman Center for the Perform-
ing Arts is on the campus of Leh-
man College/CUNY at 250 Bedford 
Park Boulevard West.  Tickets for 
are $100, $65, $60 and $55 and can be 
purchased by calling the Lehman 
Center box office at (718) 960-8833.  
Low-cost on-site parking available 
for $5.

Into the Woods, Jr. at Bronx House 

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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General Anthony J. Allaire, interned in Woodlawn
Nick DiBrino and I were 

wandering around Woodlawn 
Cemetery last week when we 
came upon a monument that 
simply read “Allaire.”  What 
caught our attention was the 
bronze sword attached to 
the right side of the memo-
rial stone.  Further examina-
tion indicated that a duplicate 
sword was also attached to the 
left side so we located security 
and asked about it.  Apparently 
it had been removed by van-
dals years ago when copper 
and brass plaques and other 
such items were being stolen 
by drug addicts.   Fortunately 
they were only able to get the 
one and the remaining sword 
was enough to warrant some 
investigation about the person 
so honored.  The smaller head-
stones in front of the monu-
ment told some of the story and 
the rest had to be ferreted out.  

The man honored by the 
large memorial bearing the 
sword was Anthony J. Allaire, 
a brevetted Brigadier General 
in the Civil War with a fasci-
nating career that included 
service with the Fire Depart-
ment, Police Department and 
the military.  He was born 

in Ohio on February 17, 1929 
but came to New York while 
still very young.  He worked 
as a blacksmith for a short pe-
riod of time before joining the 
Fire Brigade in lower Man-
hattan.  Then on August 24, 
1860, he joined the Metropoli-
tan Police Force working his 
way up the ranks.  When the 
Civil War broke out the follow-
ing year, the police sought to 
raise four regiments.  Allaire 
had been assigned as a drill-
master at Riker’s Island here 
in the Bronx and immediately 
volunteered as did his men who 
were mustered in as Company 
E of the 123rd New York Vol-
unteer Infantry with Allaire 
as commander.  They served 
valiantly in numerous engage-
ments and Allaire rose rapidly 
through the ranks.  He served 
at the Battle of Cedar Creek in 
the Army of the Shenandoah 
led by Major General Philip H. 
Sheridan.  His bravery did not 
go unnoticed and he was even-

tually brevetted as a Brigadier 
General being transferred as 
necessary.  His military career 
was the reason for the bronze 
swords on his memorial.  

The January 30, 1887 edi-
tion of the New York Times 
did carry a story about his pro-
motion to inspector being de-
nied and quite a controversy 
ensued after which he was go-
ing to be pensioned off.  Appar-
ently things worked out and 
although he did not get the pro-
motion, he did progress in the 
police department staying on 
the job until retiring on Octo-
ber 7, 1902 with 42 years of ser-
vice when his illness advanced 
to a severe stage.  He died the 
following year on August 9, 
1903 at age 74 of Bright’s disease 
(chronic nephritis).  He was 
originally interred in New Ro-
chelle but when the New Eng-
land Thruway was built the 
family graves were moved to 
St. Paul’s Cemetery in New Ro-
chelle with the exception of his.  

He and his immediate family 
can be found in Section 122 of 
the Fairview Plot in Woodlawn 
Cemetery just two rows in from 

Linden Avenue.  The fi rst thing 
you will notice is the single 
bronze sword that adorns the 
family memorial.  

Author, historian and retired police offi cer Nick DiBrino stands next to the 
Allaire monument in Woodlawn Cemetery. Note the bronze sword on the 
side of the memorial.  Anthony J. Allaire was brevetted as a Brigadier Gen-
eral during the Civil War and also served 42 years with the police force.

REPRINTED FROM 3/3/2011
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VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org
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The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.
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HBORHOOD - YOUR NEW
S ®

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your Clinical Studies 
in New York’s largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

NYU School of Medicine

Have you experienced a traumatic 
event? Are you depressed and 

anxious? Are you experiencing 
fl ashbacks? Irritability?  

If so, you may be eligible to participate in a 
study that involves taking an investigational 

medication or placebo for one week. Th is study 
takes place at New York University School of 

Medicine over the course of fi ve visits. You must 
be between the ages of 18 and 60, medically 

healthy and currently not taking medications. 
You will be compensated for your time.  

For more information, please call 646-754-4831.
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The Wicked W
Restaurant & Bar

4029 East Tremont A 0

$14.95

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
SUN-THURS 10

PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT:

WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

The Wicked Wolf

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.

03.16.14 03.16.14

Menu Specials &
 Drink Specials All Day

We Now Have 
Parking In Our New 
Lot!  In The Service 

Station On The 
Corner 

Of Gerber and
East Tremont

Come Celebrate 

The Throggs Neck
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

On Sunday, March 15th
Under Our Big Top Tent... In Our New Parking Lot!

We Will Have Live Music Inside And Outside Of The Wolf....

Music Starts At 10am Featuring

“The Narrow Backs”
& Ireland “The Band”

03.15.15 03.15.15
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INCLUDES:

Car WashPelham Bay MCAMCAPelham Bay
FULL SERVICE 

CAR WASH

SUPER
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPY
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Visit www.PelhamBayLL.com for more information!!!
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Come Visit Our Fully-Equipped Artificial Turf Training Facility
Year Round FREE Indoor/Outdoor Clinics Held at Naclerio Field & Lehman High School

2015 Baseball and Softball Registration Dates

REGISTRATION HELD AT:
PELHAM BAY LITTLE LEAGUE CLUBHOUSE
2680 WESTCHESTER AVE
718-931-9585

BOYS BASEBALL
REGISTRATION
OPEN TO ALL PELHAM BAY &
COUNTRY CLUB RESIDENTS

GIRLS SOFTBALL
REGISTRATION
OPEN TO ALL
BRONX RESIDENTS

March 7 & 8  10am-2pm
March 14 & 15  10am-2pm
Every Thursday between 7 & 9

Final
Registration
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“We knew we could play with them, it was just a 
matter if we came out and did it. We couldn’t be 
scared of their size. We knew we had to go right 
to the basket.” 
MICHAEL BRONZO. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

I wasn’t paying very much 
attention to all the hoo-ha 
about A-Rod’s public apologies 
because I think it was more 
about the team trying to posi-
tion themselves in order not to 
pay those huge bonuses. 

Besides, A-Rod could take 
a big step toward forgiveness 
by hitting a few of those fi rst 
pitches over the fence.

MLB Fans

I think as a rule that base-
ball fans aren’t concerned with 
a lot of the media’s “Whoop-
de-do” that tells us how to feel. 
There’s a lot of “gas in the air” 
saying that “ordinary people” 
don’t believe A-Rod’s apology. 
That doesn’t matter as much 
as seeing him play well. That’s 
what matters most in the end. 

Jackie Robinson 

West Little League

Scott Ostler (SF Chronicle) 
weighed in. “There is concern 
that the mess will cause black 
youngsters to veer away from 
baseball, already experienc-
ing a steady decline in partici-
pation by African Americans.

Right. African American 
kids will shift to football and 
basketball, where there is 
zero chance they will ever be 
exploited by greedy, power-
crazed adults.”

NBA

The Sports Curmudgeon 

Yankees 
Whoop-
De-Do

Continued on Page 97

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
A tight loss to conference 

leader and rival Iona was just 
a hiccup in Manhattan’s late 
season surge. 

The Jaspers have won 
seven games in their last nine 
tries including a decisive 67-
54 win over host Marist in 
MAAC conference men’s bas-
ketball Sunday night. The Jas-
pers, who sit in third, guar-
anteed themselves at least a 
fourth seed in the upcoming 
conference tournament with 
the win. 

Manhattan was led by one 
of the best performances of the 
season by sophomore forward 
Jermaine Lawrence. The Cin-
cinnati transfer poured in a 
career-high 19 points to keep 
his team’s strong play going. 

“I let the game come to 
me,” Lawrence said. “I didn’t 
want to force anything, just 
move without the ball and 
picked my spots.”

Jaspers coach Steve 
Masiello said he’s seen Law-
rence mature, grow up and 
become a player who is more 
responsible for his actions. 
The excuses have stopped and 
the results are starting to im-
prove.  

“Now I think he has totally 
bought in,” Masiello said. “He 
knows the system. He under-
stands the philosophy. He 
knows I am going to expect 
things that are unrealistic 
from him and I am going to 
hold him to that.” 

Things didn’t look good to 
start the second stanza as the 
Jaspers trailed by nine early. 
The defi cit did not last long. 
Manhattan outscored Marist 
40-18 the rest of the way. The 
Red Foxes shot just 25 percent 
from the fi eld in the second 
half. . Manhattan shot 65 per-
cent from the fi eld after the 
break and pulled away from 
the Red Foxes. 

“I thought we gutted it out 
and made some big plays,” 
Masiello said. “It was a great 
total team victory tonight.” 

Emmy Andujar turned 

in another fi ne performance 
with 13 points, eight rebounds 
and fi ve assist for Manhat-
tan. Ashton Pankey chipped 
in 10 points and six boards 
and RaShawn Stores added 
10 points and four assists. 
Senior sharpshooter Shane 
Richards, who as hampered 

by a knee injury, played spar-
ingly. Chavaughn Lewis 
paced Marist (5-23, 4-14) with 
16 points.

The victory puts Manhat-
tan on a crash course with 
Iona, the conference regular 
season champion. The two ri-
vals meet for the second time 

on Friday night in New Ro-
chelle with the Jaspers still 
looking secure third place in 
the MAAC standings. Beat-
ing the Gaels on the road 
would give the Jaspers their 
fi rst win over one of the con-
ference’s top to teams this 
season. 

Lawrence’s 19 points leads 
Manhattan past Marist 

Manhattan coach Steve Masiello saw his team claim a win over Marist last Sunday. Photo by Robert Cole
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BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Fordham Prep handed league 

leader Kennedy Catholic its fi rst loss 
in Hollywood style. 

The Rams’ fans were watching in-
tently with the score tied and 2.4 sec-
onds left in the game. The ball was 
inbounded to Fordham Prep’s senior 
guard Michael Bronzo. He scanned the 
fl oor as defenders converged on him. 
Bronzo reacted by fi ring a pass into 
the paint to Cameron Pinn. The fellow 
senior caught it under the basket for a 
wide-open layup that beat the buzzer. 
The Fordham fans rushed the court in 
celebration. 

“It’s an amazing feeling,” Pinn said. 
“Most people doubted that we could 
win this game.” 

His last second heroics gave the 
Rams’ eight seniors an upset 48-46 vic-
tory over Kennedy Catholic in their fi -
nal home game on Feb 18. It also made 
a statement to the rest of their CHSAA 
Class A division heading into the post 
season. The Gaels won the fi rst meet-
ing 70-53 in early January, but Ford-
ham has been on a roll of late with 
wins over Class AA teams Stepinac 
and Iona Prep. 

“The best thing about this win is 
the confi dence it gives us,” Fordham 
Prep coach Brian Downey said. “It 
shows that we can beat anyone in this 
league. To take down an undefeated 

team was on our minds. But the num-
ber two-seed going into the playoffs 
was the biggest thing for us.”

The game was more than an excit-
ing fi nish. Fordham Prep (17-5, 12-4) 
came out strong in the fi rst half and 

caught Kennedy Catholic by surprise. 
The Gaels  (23-1, 15-1) weren’t ready for 
the speed and intensity that Fordham 
played with. The Rams attacked the 
basket and were able to be successful 
at the rim, scoring and even grabbing 

rebounds over a much bigger Kennedy 
team. 

“We knew we could play with them, 
it was just a matter if we came out and 
did it,” Bronzo said. “We couldn’t be 
scared of their size. We knew we had to 
go right to the basket.” 

Fordham Prep led 31-22 at halftime 
due in large part to 15 points from 
Bronzo and 11 points of the 18 points 
from senior guard Patrick Murray. 
Kennedy Catholic made the necessary 
adjustments in the second half to claw 
its way back into the game and fi ght for 
their undefeated season. 

By the end of the third quarter it 
had cut the Rams lead to 38-34 and by 
the fourth Kennedy Catholic tied the 
score at 38-38 with just over six min-
utes left. The Gals went up 43-42 with 
just 1:26 remaining in the game. Elijah 
Hughes led Kennedy with 16 points.

The game appeared ready to slip 
through Fordham Preps fi ngertips. 
The last minute and change was back 
and forth.  The Rams got the break they 
needed with 2.4 seconds left, the game 
when Kennedy Catholic was unable to 
inbound the ball and called for a fi ve 
second violation. The Rams capital-
ized on the mistake when Pinn’s layup 
fell through the hoop at he buzzer.  

“We just got to build on this win 
and we will keep moving up towards 
our goals,” Pinn said.

Gaels fi rst loss on Pinn’s buzzer beater 

Fordham Prep’s Cameron Pinn scored at the buzzer to beat to beat Kennedy Catholic. 
 Photo by Amy Rio

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Dyona Davis isn’t a regular visitor to the 

PSAL’s website, but when she did the Truman 
freshman wasn’t happy with what he found and 
decided to do something about it. 

Earlier this season Daniels saw her free 
throw percentage dip to around 50 percent, 
something that didn’t sit well with her. She put 
extra time into her game whenever she could 
after that. There were hundreds of free throws 
taken in the gym and Davis even shot on the 
mini hoop in her room when she woke up in the 
morning. 

“I just make sure every second of every day 
I’m working on my game,” Davis said. 

She was given a chance to show just how 
much her hard worked paid off when she 
stepped to the free throw line in the closing 
seconds with Truman down one to Bronx rival 
Cardinal Spellman. Davis calmly hit both and 
the Mustangs got a stop down the other end to 
secure a 49-48 win non-league girls’ basketball 
on Feb. 20. 

“I worked on it and God put me in that posi-
tion to show I worked on it and I improved,” Da-
vis said. “I came through.”

She did much more than hit free throws. Da-
vis also poured in a game high 26 points to help 
give Truman (13-14) its fi rst win over Spellman 
since to two teams started playing regularly the 

last fi ve years. The Pilots (20-4) won the fi rst 
meeting this season back on Nov. 19. Weather 
cancellations left both teams with an extra 
game to play for a post season tune up. 

“It was very nice for the kids and nice for 
me in very humble way,” Mustangs coach John 
Burke said of beating the Pilots. I’m trying to 
do what [Coach Jane Morris] does over there, 
consistently send kids to college year and year 
out.”

Truman had its big three playing well, like 
most of the games during its second-half resur-
gence. Point guard Lisa Fields scored 13 points, 
dished out seven assists and grabbed seven re-
bounds. Aneisha Lyons added 15 points. Davis 
who is averaging 12 points per game in league 
play, feeds off of them and Mustangs defense. 

“When we play good as a team we leak Dee 
Dee out because he is a great fi nisher,” Burke 
said. 

Jade Vega paced Spellman with 15 points in 
a game that was back and forth from the start 
to fi nish. The Pilots led by as much as seven 
early and Truman went up fi ve in the second 
quarter. Burke praised the play of forwards 
Jewelle McEwen and Brianna Alberga on the 
boards. Davis made sure everyone’s hard work 
equaled a win.

“I said I did it,” Davis said. “I was so 
happy.”

Practice makes perfect for Truman’s 
Davis in win over Spellman 

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!
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BY DARA BERKWITS
P.S. 36, the Rising Stars School, 

was the lucky recipient of a Health and 
Physical Education grant offered by 
the NBA in collaboration with Let’s 
Move! Active Schools.  The two organi-
zations promote activity, healthy eat-

ing habits, and playing together.  
John Devanny, the P.S. 36 physi-

cal education teacher, saw a wonder-
ful opportunity in this grant, and ap-
plied hoping his school would be one 
of 100 to be chosen to win a prize pack.  
Months went by before the notifi cation 
came, but when it did, the news ex-
cited the students more than Devanny 
imagined.  The news of the win spread 
quickly throughout the school.  P.S. 
36 students were the lucky recipients 
of a prize pack that included an NBA 
FIT day.  With this prize pack the par-
ticipating students would receive give-
aways such as t-shirts and bracelets as 
well as a very special visit from Utah 
Jazz basketball player Dante Exum.  

On Friday, February 13, kick start-
ing the NBA All-Star weekend in New 
York City, over 200 P.S. 36 fourth and 
fi fth graders had an opportunity to 
work out in the gymnasium with NBA 
rising star Dante Exum.  Along with 
Exum, NBA FIT brought a West Point 
cadet to reinforce the need for activity 
in everyone’s lives.  

Throughout the day the students 
enjoyed a combination of health and 
fi tness messaging through fi tness-re-
lated basketball activities to reinforce 
the need to be active, eat healthy, and 
play together.  Grants and prize packs 
like these make the effort to apply for 
them worth it every time.  Congratula-
tions to the P.S. 36 Rising Stars. 

said, “Reports say that George Karl 
will take over as the head coach of the 
Sacramento Kings right after the All-
Star break. Karl is a certifi ed basket-
ball lifer and he is a very good coach. 
He has turned sorry-assed franchises 
in to respectable franchises in the 
past; the man knows what he is doing. 
So this is a prime catch for the Kings, 
right? (and maybe he can buy, as Greg 
Cote noted an actual second name)

Unfortunately, I have to answer 
that with “Maybe”. Consider: The Sac-
ramento Kings franchise has been 
around since the dawn of the NBA 
– and even before that truth be told – 
residing in cities such as Rochester, 
Cincinnati, KC/Omaha, KC (by itself) 
and now Sacramento. This peripatetic 
franchise has won the NBA Champi-
onship exactly 1 time and that was in 
1951. To give you an idea of how long 
ago that was, the Rochester Royals 
were winning the NBA championship 
about the same time that President 
Harry Truman was in the process of 
relieving General Douglass MacAr-
thur of command in the midst of the 
Korean War. This franchise does not 
have a winning tradition.

The current – and newly minted – 
owner of the Kings, Vivek Ranadive, 
is an impatient man who believes that 
he has great professional basketball 
insights. It appears to me that he is a 
guy who will plant a crop of vegeta-
bles and then pull up each plant once 
a week just to be sure the roots are de-
veloping and then put it back in the 
soil. Months later, he will be surprised 
when his crop yield is below normal… 
In short, he seems to be what Danny 
Boy Snyder would be like if Danny 
Boy bought and NBA team.”

Pheee-nom 

Jerry Crasnek (ESPNNY.com) gave 
us this alert, “Prized Cuban free agent 
Yoan Moncada has four or fi ve more 
private workouts scheduled with Ma-
jor League Baseball teams in the next 
week and hopes to decide where he 
will sign by Feb. 23, his representative 
told ESPN on Wednesday.

Moncada expects to audition indi-
vidually for about a dozen teams, ac-
cording to David Hastings, the Flor-
ida-based certifi ed public accountant 
who is handling the infi elder’s negoti-
ations with clubs. Several teams have 
requested what Hastings called “look-
backs” -- or second, follow-up work-
outs.

Multiple media outlets have spec-
ulated that Moncada, 19, could com-
mand a signing bonus in the $30 mil-
lion-50 million range.

A switch-hitter, Moncada batted 
.277 in two seasons with Cienfuegos 
in Cuba’s Serie Nacional before leav-
ing the country last year with the per-
mission of the Cuban government. He 
held a workout for a reported 70 to 100 
MLB talent evaluators in Guatemala 

in November. he Yankees, Red Sox 
and Rays, in contrast, are free to sign 
Moncada immediately. But their past 
international spending has placed 
them in a category where their invest-
ment would be subject to a 100 percent 
tax. That means a $30 million outlay 
on Moncada would cost them $60 mil-
lion.

“It’s almost like somebody walks 
up to you and hands you a $50 million 
diamond and says, ‘Take care of this 
for a few months. I’ve got to go. Bye,’” 
Hastings said.

“I’ve had to become his nutrition-
ist, his [medical adviser], his baseball 
trainer and his legal and fi nancial ad-
viser. I’m not an expert in nutrition 
for a 19-year-old potential superstar. I 
want a team that has all these profes-
sionals and experts to take over and 
say, ‘OK, this is what we need to do 
with this kid.’ The sooner the better.”

Soccer

The Sports Curmudgeon wrote 
that, “If you are a student at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia – Okana-
gan and you are also a soccer fan, you 
have an interesting course offering 
available to you. You can take a course 
– and get credit for it too – in Cristiano 
Ronaldo Studies. The course exam-
ines:

“…Ronaldo’s rise to global iconog-
raphy and the social and personal 
repercussions emanating from his 
rise.”

I could not even come close to mak-
ing that up…”

Scott’s Knucklehead 

Of The Week

Scott Ostler (SF Chronicle) gave an 
award to Jerry Rice for admitting he 
used illegal stick-um for all of his ca-
reer and using “everyone does it” as 
a defense. Scott suggested that Rice 
should try to use that defense in traf-
fi c court.

Cote’s Notes

Greg Cote (Miami Herald) wrote 
that, “Pete Rose said he’d love to talk 
to new MLB Commissioner Rob Man-
fred about his gambling ban, then he 
laid 8-5 odds against that happening.

“Oisk”

Chris Erskine (LA Times) wrote 
about growing old. “You know, it’s odd 
the little things you notice as you age. 
I remember the fi rst time I realized — 
somewhat fretfully — that airline pi-
lots were younger than I, then doctors, 
and now a president. There must be, 
in the corner of our souls, the belief 
that those making the most important 
decisions have a tad more experience 
than we do, a few more summers un-
der their belts. 

Meanwhile, perhaps our ardor for 
mythic fi gures was always a bit mis-
placed. Of those we trust, only Santa 
Claus seems to survive the media 
scrutiny of the 21st century. What 
might’ve overzealous bloggers turned 
up on FDR or Edward R. Murrow?”

Pipe Dreams: Pheee-nom; Scott’s 
Knucklehead Of The Week

from Page 95

Jacobi Medical Center Auxiliary, Inc. and

Friends of North Central Bronx Hospital (Auxiliary), Inc.
Sponsor

Take Me Out To The Ballgame!
 New York Yankees Tickets

Raffl e for 4 Legends Seat Tickets to a 2015 Season Game *

Including Food In The Legends Restaurant

(Exclusive opportunity worth well over $2,000)

1 Raffl e Ticket for $25 or 5 Raffl e Tickets for $100

Drawing To Be Held: Tuesday, March 10, 2015

(Winner Need Not Be Present)

 Purchase Raffl e Tickets On-Site

JMC Auxiliary/Public Relations Offi ce (Building 4, 7 North 5)

JMC Executive Offi ce (Building 1, 1 South 9)

NCBH Auxiliary Offi ce (15B-20)

 Purchase Raffl e Tickets Online:

http://www.nyc.gov/html/hhc/jacobi/html/help/help.shtml

Write “Yankee Raffl e” in message section.

(Last day for online ticket purchase is Friday, March 6th)

Part-time hours so please call 718-519-4746 fi rst.

 Tickets donated by the Girardis.

Proceeds benefi t the Hospital Auxiliaries’ humanitarian work

and provide for enhanced patient care.

For more info: 718-918-4203 or 718-918-4879

* To A Mutually Agreed Upon Game - Blackout Dates: Opening Day, Playoffs, World Series

A Rising Star Visits the Rising Stars

From the right: Principal Elvira Maresca, 
Councilwoman Annabel Palma, NBA player 
Dante Exum. Asstistant Principal Quyen 
Quch, Assistant Principal Rachelynn Milby.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEB. 27-MAR. 5, 201598    BTR

by Jeff Ortiz

On Thursday, February 19, The 
Warrior Football Organization held 
their 63rd Annual Awards ceremony 
and dinner at Villa Barone Manor. It 
was the largest turnout since the end 
of the Warrior Cheerleader era.

Chief Jerry Demers announced his 
retirement and turned over leadership 
of the Warrior program to Joe Desi-
mone who outlined his plans for next 
season.

Special guests included rapper Fat 
Joe who spoke to the players about 
never giving up on their goals. State 
Senator Jeff Klein presented a certifi -
cate to the Chief naming February 
19th Jerry Demers Day in the Bronx. 
Councilman Vacca was represented by 
Mike Rivadencyraz and Community 
Board 10 District Manager Ken Yearns 
by Maureen Kilkenny. 

Administrators Dennis Kandell 
and Jim Pellicone received plaques for 
over 25 years of dedicated service and 
Pat Hinney was also recognized for 
her support.

The highlight of the evening was 
the presentation of a huge “Heisman 
Like” statue to the Chief by Dennis 
Kandell. Then the real stars of the cer-
emony (the players) received their tro-
phies from their coaches. Special team 
awards are listed below.
Warriors Football 2014 Special 

Awards:

Junior Pee Wee Division

Giants:  Most Improved Player: 

Rayan Rugova  Outstanding Player: 
Rob Caballero, Joe Calle, Jason Camp-
bell MVP: Peter DeFabbia

Chiefs: MIP: Kevin Colon OP: 
Aaron Thomas, Cesar Roman, Jacob 
Ortega  MVP: Donovan Beauvoir

Jets: MIP: Julis Lopez  OP: Elias 
Otero, Kenneth Prince,Jason Smith  
MVP: Nico Bustamante

Bears: MIP: Rocco Gutierrez  OP: 
John Diaz, Logan Ortiz, Christian Ro-
driguez  MVP: Logan Arroyo

Pee Wee Division

Javelins: MIP: Justin Garcia  OP: 
Shane Harris, Odalis Perez, Jason 
Castellano  MVP: Justin Martinez

Saints: MIP: Michael Benzinger 
OP: Jamar Simmons, Noah Moreno, 
Novell Jordan  MVP: Carlo Volpe

Rams: MIP: Terry Miles  OP: Key-
shawn Dixon, Jaylen Lopez, Dimitri 
Delatour  MVP: Jimmy McGaughan

Black Knights:  MIP: Jary Hernan-
dez  OP: Mike Powers, Justin Fernan-
dez, Chris Davis MVP: Nathaniel Co-
lon

Congratulations to the division 
winners Giants and Javelins and to the 
playoff champions Giants and Saints. 
Special thanks to cameraman Bill 
Lappe for his visual review of the 2014 
season. As always we want to thank 
our sponsors for giving their support 
to our program.

If anyone misses the registration 
dates on March 1 and March 8 please 
contact Joe DeSimone 347-242-1423 or 
Jerry Demers 718-829-7574.

Warriors 63rd Annual 
Awards Ceremony

On Wednesday, February 11, Mad-
eleine Giannini, Preston High School 
senior and starting guard on Preston’s 
Varsity Basketball team, scored her 
1,000th high school point! Her amazing 
accomplishment took place in front of 
a huge crowd present for the Panthers’ 
Senior Game, the last home game of 
the regular season.  Giannini began 
the game with only four points to score 
to reach the magic 1,000.  She began by 
hitting a 3-pointer,  bringing her one 
point away from her goal.  

After three missed shots, Giannini 
made a 2-point basket to bring her over 
1,000.  The crowd reacted with thun-
derous applause and a standing ova-
tion.  

Giannini’s teammates rushed to 
hug her as Athletic Director Jamie Sk-

rapits presented her with a picture 
frame signed by all her teammates.  
Showing tremendous sportsmanship, 
opposing coach Jane Morris of Car-
dinal Spellman High School and her 
entire team came over to shake Gi-
annini’s hand and congratulate her.  
Later on, teammates and members 
of the audience signed the actual ball 
that Giannini used to reach the mile-
stone.  

Commenting on Giannini’s accom-
plishment, Preston Principal Jane 
Grendell noted, “Maddie is not only a 
talented basketball and soccer player, 
she is a true scholar-athlete who em-
bodies good sportsmanship.” Gian-
nini will leave quite a legacy when 
she graduates from Preston High 
School in June.  

Madeleine Giannini
Scores her 1,000th Point!  

BY WINSTON DINKINS
Landover, Maryland here we come!  

On Saturday, February 21, Veloc-
ity Track Club New York traveled to 
Houghton College Athletic Complex 
in Houghton New York for the USA 
Track & Field Northeast Zone Champi-
onships.  The Northeast Zone consists 
of the following Regions and Associa-
tions: Region 1: New York, Long Island, 
Adirondack, New England, Connecti-
cut, & Maine. Region 2: Niagara, New 
Jersey, Mid-Atlantic, & Three Rivers. 
Only athletes from these USATF As-
sociation are eligible for the Northeast 
Zone Championship. In my 18 years of 
coaching and attending track meets, 
this was one of the hardest competitive 
track meets that I experience at a re-
gional or zone level, this meet felt like 
a national championship.  Plus it was 
organized and ran like one. 

VTC chartered T & C Bus Company 
to take us to Houghton NY. This helped 
us greatly; it took a lot of pleasure off 

our parents from making that 6 hour 
drive.  The athletes & parents were 
able to rest on the bus, watch movies 
and enjoy each other company before 
the competition.  Most important, re-
turning home, we were able to take 
a nap, which allow us to be rested for 
work & school on Monday.

This two day meet had all of the in-
door events.  We had 30 athletes attend 
this competition.  The top 6 athletes in 
their event / gender will receive med-
als and advance to the National Cham-
pionship in Landover MD on March 
13th – 15th. I’m pleased to note that we 
were blessed to have 19 student ath-
letes earn medals & advance to the 
National Championship.  We can’t be 
more proud of our children.  The ath-
letes that didn’t advanced also per-
form well and we are proud of them 
too.  The following athletes that ad-
vanced to the nation championship 
in three events are: Darius Gordon.  
In two events: Nariah Mathis, Pearl 

Webster, River Sampson, and Dontae 
Lindo.  In 1 event are: LaDarius Jones,  
Jaleah Eargle, Lisha McKenzie, Jo-
seph Webster-Rutledge, Jordan Samu-
els, Trevon James, Kristen Cadiz-Dom-
ville, Shantea Leach, Jordan Ingram, 
Julian Caldwell, Giovanna Tolbert, 
Avery Philip,  John Ogunwomoju and 
Tiarra Jackson.  This is a major ac-
complishment; our children were able 
to do something that thousands of chil-

dren didn’t. 
Anyone interested in supporting 

Velocity Track Club New York.  We 
are a 501(c)3 - Non-for Profi t.  Just 
write the check of any size to Velocity 
Track Club New York.  Your donation 
is a tax write off and we will send you 
a receipt.  For additional information, 
please Contact Coach Winston Din-
kins at (914) 441-6196 or email me at 
WATCLT@AOL.COM. 

Velocity Track Club New 
York highlights
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A rendering of the future development prposed for 1500 Waters Place,  currently part of the  Bronx Psychiatric Center campus. 
 Courtesy of Simone Development

Center. ESD estimates that 1,900 con-
struction jobs will result from the proj-
ect.

Simone hopes to start phase one 
of construction in spring 2016, said 
Leibler. 

That fi rst phase will involve turn-
ing the psychiatric center’s exist-
ing 500,000 square foot Betty Parker 
Building into business or medical of-
fi ces, and the existing John W. Thomp-
son Building will also be redesigned 
to include a business hotel and a com-
munity college. Phase one will also 
include construction of two one-story 
retail buildings as well as the athletic 
facilities.

Phase two of the project will com-
prised of four 10-story buildings for 
business and medical offi ces, as well 
as an adjacent parking garage.

Ultimately, the project is likely to 
take more than fi ve years, said Leibler. 
But for now, the project is still in the 
approval process, and Simone Devel-
opment will need to work with the lo-
cal community board, city and state.

“We look forward to the dialogue 
with the community,” said Leibler.

Hutch Metro 
sets expansion

From page 1

Bronx Times Reporter 
celebrates 35th anniversary

From page 1

LES GOODSTEINJENNIFER GOODSTEIN

lisher of a group of downtown Manhat-
tan weeklies, including the Chelsea 
News, Villager and the Gay City News, 
and Les Goodstein, the architect of the 
Community Newspaper Group, which 
included the Bronx Times Reporter, 

as well as the Courier Life weeklies 
in Brooklyn and Times Ledger in 
Queens.

Early on, the Bronx Times Reporter 
set out to safeguard the image of the 
Bronx that was being sullied by the 
major press and even the other Bronx 
weeklies, a responsibility it has never 
forfeited.

Without a business plan, and only 
a couple of thousand dollars, Michael 
Benedetto, a school teacher, and now 
the assemblyman of the 82nd Assem-
bly District, and John Collazzi, a re-
searcher for a midtown philatelic 
auction house, believed they could 
produce an optimistic publication that 
lifelong Bronxites would be proud to 
read. It quickly established a foothold 
in the hearts of its avid Throogs Neck 
and Pelham Bay fans.

“It wasn’t easy getting started. John 
would cover the news and I would can-
vass for advertising. A delivery sys-
tem needed to be established. Free de-
livery meant going door-to-door with a 
reliable group of teenagers that John 
and I would accompany to insure that 
the papers reached their destination. 
Somehow it all got done and before 
long the Bronx Times Reporter be-
came a fi xture throughout the commu-
nity,” Benedetto said.

As its popularity increased, a Mor-
ris Park/Pelham Parkway edition 
was added and by 1984 it went from 
a monthly to a bi-weekly. By 1989 it 
joined the big leagues when it went 
weekly. 

A third edition was added in 1996. 
This newspaper, the Bronx Times, cov-
ered the remaining portion of the bor-
ough.

The purchase of the Bronx newspa-

pers, and the other weeklies, by Jenni-
fer and Les Goodstein in 2014, brought 
the paper back into private ownership 
and major growth opportunities after 
seven years of News Corporation own-
ership.

In 2013, John Collazzi, the for-
mer co-owner and publisher, retired. 
Laura Guerriero, a 28-year employee, 
was named the new publisher.

“I have had the good fortune of be-
ing a part of this organization for many 
years. In my current role as publisher, 
I am committed to preserving the in-
tegrity of these publications as we go 
forward,” stated Guerriero. 

The Bronx Times 
Reporter’s mission has 

never changed, I am 
proud to record the 

great events reshaping 
the borough of my 

childhood.
Les Goodstein

“The Bronx Times Reporter/Bronx 
Times newspapers were always of spe-
cial interest to me,” Les said. “I grew 
up in the Bronx and I am particularly 
pleased to be the chronicler of the 
Bronx’ strong recovery. The Bronx 
Times Reporter’s mission has never 
changed, and I am proud to record the 
great events reshaping the borough of 
my childhood.”

“The dream that began in 1980 to 
herald the Bronx continues to this 
day, and we thank our readers for sup-
porting our product which allows that 
dream to continue,” said Jennifer.
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For more information, call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 •  www.calvaryhospital.org
Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)

Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220
(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

“I always knew Calvary would relieve my husband’s physical pain.
But I never knew that they would also relieve my emotional pain.”

When my husband Peter was diagnosed with terminal liver cancer, there was no doubt that 
Calvary Hospital was our only choice for end-of-life care. I knew that he was in the very best 
of hands. What I did not expect, however, was the extraordinary amount of concern and 
care that was also given to me. Their expert social workers and staff embraced me as a part 
of their family – never abandoning me, always being there whenever I needed them. Their 
unique Family Care Center became a wonderful respite – my home away from home – with 
complimentary massages, manicures, music therapy, and support groups. Calvary made it so 
easy for me to stay overnight in Peter’s room whenever I wanted. The multi-faith chapel was 
always available whenever I needed a quiet place to pray. During Peter’s final days, Calvary 
gave both Peter and myself a quality of life that we will always remember. Thank you, Calvary.

- Missy Cohen Pirinea
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