
BY ROBERT WIRSING
The recently announced de-

layed reopening of the Buhre and 
Zerega #6 IRT stations has many 
in the community feeling ‘deep 
sixed’.

“We have been having ongoing 
discussions with the MTA about 
fi nding ways to help make the con-
struction project tolerable for the 
community. Unfortunately it is 
true that there is a delay,” stated 

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto.  
According to Assemblyman 

Benedetto, workers discovered 
an unexpected problem while re-
building the Buhre Avenue sta-
tion’s platform. Upon opening it, 
they discovered that the struc-
tural steel underneath was se-
verely decayed. This meant addi-
tional work was required and new 
steel needed to be fabricated.

BY ROBERT WIRSING
When Pope Francis embarks 

on his historic visit to the United 
States later this year, many hope 
he will ‘play ball’ in continuing 
a time-honored Bronx tradition.

Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito, Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr., Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer, Congressman 
Jose E. Serrano, and Council-
woman Vanessa Gibson are in-
viting The Holy Father to con-
duct a Mass at Yankee Stadium 
during the New York City por-
tion of his visit this September.

The Pontiff plans to visit 
Washington to canonize the 
American Missionary, Junipero 
Serra in a celebration Mass at 
Basilica of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception, 

visit Philadelphia to hold Mass 
and a prayer vigil for the World 
Meeting of Families, and visit 
New York City to address the 
United Nations General Assem-
bly and hold Mass at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral. His trip is currently 
planned for three days.    

Throughout the past fi ve de-
cades, there have been three 
instances when the Pope held a 
public Mass inside ‘The House 
That Ruth Built’. 

According to Lloyd Ultan, 
Bronx Borough Historian and 
history professor at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, this 
proud tradition can be traced 
back to Pope Paul VI who held 
the fi rst public Mass on October 
4, 1965. 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Throggs Neck locals will soon 

have a piece of history in their 
backyard.

The Never Forget Foundation 
is donating steel from the for-
mer World Trade Center to Silver 
Beach and the greater Throggs 
Neck community.

The foundation was founded 
about ten years ago by locals Gene 
Lynch, of the FDNY and Vicki 
Miano, a nurse. Together they 
wanted to fi nd a way to give back 
to others who served the public.

The goal of the organization is 
to provide support to veterans and 
fi rst responders and thank them 
for what they do, said Lynch. 

They send care packages to 
military, visit veterans hospitals, 
and host parties for fi refi ghters, 
among other things.

“It’s in honor of all the men 
and women that serve this coun-
try,” said Lynch.

They’ve been working for more 
than two years on their latest 
project, securing a piece of World 
Trade Center steel for the commu-
nity, which the Port Authority has 
allowed local non-profi ts and mu-
nicipal agencies to request.

Now that the process is fi nally 
complete, they’re waiting until 
the weather warms to present it 
to the community of Silver Beach 
and greater Throggs Neck.

About 15 Throggs Neck resi-
dents died on September 11, 2001, 
and many other community mem-
bers lost family or friends and con-
tinue to be affected by the tragedy, 
said Lynch.

The World Trade Center steel 
will serve to honor their memo-
ries.
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Polar Bears At Orchard Beach
Bronxite Liga Freimane enjoyed the 5th Annual Bronx Polar Bear Plunge 
at Orchard Beach, which benefi ted BronxWorks’ homeless outreach pro-
grams. More photos can be found on page 7. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

POPE INVITED
TO SAY MASS

WTC steel 
coming 
to Silver 

Beach

Buhre and Zerega IRT 
stations’ rehab delayed
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Advocates in the borough’s gay and 

lesbian community are calling for the cre-
ation of gay-friendly senior housing. 

With an increase in demand for senior 
housing in general, and especially in the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
communities, a partnership has devel-
oped between organizations Services & 
Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender Elders (SAGE) and Help 
USA, an affordable housing advocacy 
group.

The goal is the creation of a LGBT-
friendly housing development somewhere 
in the Bronx. 

A plan is in the works with details that 
are still under wraps because funding 
for the project has not been secured, said 
Catherine Thurston, SAGE’s senior direc-
tor for programing. 

“Our focus is on the Bronx as the fi rst 
borough in which we hope to build LGBT 
elder housing,” she said of SAGE’s efforts.  

Housing is one of the areas where the 
LGBT older adults need the most assis-
tance, and the organization feels that as 
a citywide agency, the Bronx is the place 
where their constituency’s elder popula-
tion is most in need. 

Having a building fi lled with LGBT se-
niors would create a supportive environ-
ment for older adults who have similar ex-
periences, said Thurston. 

As a group, older LGBT adults are 
more socially isolated than their hetero-
sexual peers.

They are twice as likely to live alone, 
and four times less likely to have adult 

children, said Thurston. 
“This is a community that is very vul-

nerable,” she said. 
This leads to a higher degree of health 

disparities, she said, adding that 80% of 
senior caregiving is done by adult chil-
dren. 

 A building for LGBT elders would in-
clude social and case management ser-
vices and communal meals, she added. 

In January, SAGE opened its fi rst full-
time senior center for the LGBT commu-
nity at a Union Community Health Center 
in Fordham. 

That center became operational with 
help from Councilman Ritchie Torres and 
support from the Department for the Ag-
ing. 

Torres said that he applauded SAGE’s 
efforts to create affordable senior housing 
and supportive communities for LGBT el-
ders. 

“The need for affordable housing in 
New York City has reached crisis levels, 
particularly in the Bronx where renters 
face higher cost burdens than any other 
county in the United States,” said Torres, 
who is gay.  “Seniors are especially vul-
nerable to rising costs of living, especially 
LGBT seniors who often have limited ac-
cess to traditional support networks”. 

The next step, said Thurston, is get-
ting the LGBT community and funding 
sources for the project on board. 

SAGE is a citywide agency that is 
based in lower Manhattan. Help USA, also 
based in Manhattan, is an organization 
that helps those in need or those who are 
homeless become and remain self-reliant. 

LGBT senior housing 
sought in the borough

(l-r)  SAGE executive director Michael Adams, Councilman Ritchie Torres and SAGE senior director of 
Program Catherine Thurston celebtrated the opening of the new SAGE Senior Center in Fordham in 
January. LGBT-friendly senior housing may be next. 
 Photo courtesy of SAGE



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
After a blizzard, where 

does the snow go?
Over two weeks after a 

massive snowstorm hit the 
fi ve boroughs, the state and 
most of the north east, there 
are still some areas in the 
Bronx with mounds of frozen 
snow that are causing incon-
veniences for drivers and pe-
destrians.

These snow mounds orig-
inate after a big snowstorm, 
when plows push the snow to 
the right side of the street to 
clear the roads. 

When temperatures stay 
below the freezing mark 
these piles can take weeks to 
melt.

Because of the ‘snow wall’ 
situation, there have been re-
ported complaints from resi-
dents in community boards 
9, 10 and 11, among others, 
that muni meters and bus 
stops are diffi cult to reach.

“I recently parked on 
Tremont Avenue and when 
I fi nally climbed over the 
mound of snow to get to the 
muni meter, I found the ma-

chine encrusted in ice and 
could not get a ticket,” said 
JoAnn DeSantis Mondelli. 

“Stores also need to get 
in the habit of making path-
ways from the streets to the 
stores,” she added.

There have also been 
other complaints pertaining 
to cross streets and intersec-
tions. 

According to Community 
Board 11, there were reports 
that  the Colden and Van 
Nest and Colden and Neill 
intersections were still par-
tially covered in snow, a situ-
ation that district manager 
Jeremy Warneke personally 
complained about to 311 and 
the Department of Sanita-
tion. 

According to NYDS’s re-
sponse to CB 11, the streets 
in question were plowed and 
salted, as a GPS system was 
used to ensure that all streets 
were properly serviced The 
response also stated that a 
street may appear to not have 
been plowed or salted be-
cause residents continually 
throw the snow back into the 

street after its equipment has 
passed through the block.

The actions of these resi-
dents are also to blame for 
this situation, as shoveling 
snow back into the street can 
result in unsafe scenario for 
drivers and a summons for 
the resident responsible, the 
agency said.

“I saw many people shov-
eling snow and ice onto the 
streets rather than safely 
storing it on their property,” 
said Councilman James 
Vacca. “Doing so, especially 
at a time when tempera-
tures were below freezing, 
made our streets dangerous 
to drive down, as that snow 
turned to ice.”

“If you see snow, think 
twice before transporting 
it to the streets and making 
it someone else’s problem,” 
Vacca added.

There is one exception, 
however. According to CB 9, 
if the temperature is 32 de-
grees fahrenheit or warmer, 
which will melt ice and snow, 
it is encouraged to put snow 
in the streets. Otherwise, it 

creates a hazard for cars and 
snow plows making extra 
rounds.

“Our community board 
hopes to spread education on 
this issue by teaching others 
about the precautions to take 

after a snowstorm, as well as 
summonsing for those who 
don’t abide,” said chairman 
William Rivera. 

“My advice is that if some-
one has a snow issue on their 
street, they should call 311, 

document and fi le the com-
plaint (send with pictures 
if possible) and forward the 
complaint to your commu-
nity board. Your complaint 
will then be sent to the sani-
tation department,” he said.

3
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  F
e

b
r

u
a

r
y

 2
2

, 2
0

1
5

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Many muni meters on East Tremont Avenue are surrounded by mounds of frozen snow that create a 
hardship to parkers who can’t easily access the machines. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Ice and snow still an issue weeks after storm
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Pope John Paul II con-
tinued this practice in 1979 
and made a brief stop at a 
Catholic facility located 
in the Melrose section. A 
crowd soon gathered out-
side the facility which the 
Holy Father blessed be-
fore traveling to his desti-
nation. Pope John Paul II 
conducted another Mass 
at Shea Stadium and was 
the only pope in history to 
do so, Ultan added. 

His successor, Pope 
Benedict XVI honored it 
in 2008, but with little fan-
fare.

The original Yankee 
Stadium was shut down 
in late 2008 and razed two 
years later. 

The new homestead for 
the Bronx Bombers was 
offi cially opened on April 
2, 2009.    

“We have a new pope, 
a new stadium, and a new 
hope for the Bronx and 
our city,” Speaker Mark-
Viverito stated.

“This is the 50th an-
niversary of the papal 
visit to the United States,” 
Diaz, Jr. explained. “We 
are inviting Pope Francis 
to celebrate that historic 
event here, this fall.”

“We would be honored 
to host Pope Francis in the 
Bronx, the only borough 
in New York City with a 
majority Latino popula-
tion that represents the di-
versity of our city and our 
nation,” Congressman 
Serrano said. 

“I hope His Holiness 
accepts our invitation to 
grace us with his presence 
and inspire us with his 
words. As the fi rst Latin 
American pope, his visit 
would be a historic and 
momentous occasion that 
would remain with us for 
generations to come.” 

In a full-page adver-
tisement published in 
last week’s Bronx Times, 

elected offi cials asked the 
Pontiff to conduct a Mass 
at the new Yankee Sta-
dium during his upcom-
ing trip. 

The ad, sponsored by 
the 161st Street Business 
Improvement District, de-
picts His Holiness along-
side a public invitation 
and the elected offi cials’ 
signatures.

Cary Goodman, 161st 
Street BID executive di-
rector, explained that he 
and the elected offi cials 
have reached out to sev-
eral other media news 
outlets including, NY1, 

CBS News, and Vatican 
TV and Radio.

“He has defi ned his role 
as ‘the People’s Pope’,” Dr. 
Goodman said. “This is a 
neighborhood where peo-
ple are looking for hope 
and inspiration and I feel 
that this is the right en-
vironment for His Holi-
ness.”

Dr. Goodman revealed 
they have reached out to 
Timothy Cardinal Dolan 
and Mayor Bill de Blasio 
for their support and re-
main optimistic.

“I hope His Honor will 
endorse the Stadium, es-
pecially since the city lost 
the Democratic National 
Convention, at least in 
part because the event 
and the location did not 
match well. I feel the same 
way about the papal visit. 
We need to match His Ho-
liness with the Stadium 
to honor this tradition. 
The Garden and Barclays 
are too small and we don’t 
want to lose the Mass to 
the Meadowlands,” he 
added. 

“Papal visits to the sta-
dium are a great city tra-
dition which we want to 
continue,” Comptroller 
Stringer stated.

“This community has 
hosted global leaders like 
Nelson Mandela, Rever-
end Billy Graham, and 
three popes,” Congress-
woman Gibson revealed. 
“We’d love to host Pope 
Francis, too.”

The 161st Street BID en-
courages Bronx residents 
to spread their enthusi-
asm for this movement.  

As of press time, The 
Pontiff’s New York itiner-
ary has yet to be fi nalized. 

According to Dr. Good-
man, a delegation from 
The Vatican is expected 
to meet with Cardinal 
Dolan and city offi cials 
next month to confi rm the 
trip’s prime objectives.      

Pope Invited To Say Mass

This fall, Pope Francis is sched-
uled to visit the United States 
for a historic three day trip to 
Washington, Philadelphia and 
New York City. 
 Photo courtesy of The Associated 
Press

From Page 1

“It’s for those who were 
lost on 9/11 and those who 
continue to lose their lives 

from the effects,” said 
Lynch.

The piece will be added 
this spring to the existing 
9/11 memorial in Silver 

Beach, which looks out over 
the Manhattan skyline.

The plans for the dedi-
cation ceremony include 
FDNY and veterans groups 
escorting the steel in to Sil-
ver Beach, and then a bless-
ing of the steel by an FDNY 
chaplain and the pastor 

from St. Benedict’s Church.
The public ceremony 

will take place at 10:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, April 18 at the 
Silver Beach memorial off 
Sunset Trail.

“I hope the community 
comes out in support of the 
families,” said Lynch.

WTC steel coming to Silver Beach

A piece of steel from the former World Trade Center will be placed near the Silver Beach 9/11 memorial 
this spring. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

From Page 1

35th

Every business who advertises in this 35th Anniversary Supplement is

invited to share in the celebration on Thursday, March 5, at the Alley Cat Cafe,

3602 East Tremont Avenue, starting at 6 p.m.

Come and meet the new owners of the Bronx Times Reporter,

Jennifer and Les Goodstein, and other prominent Bronxites.

Join The Celebration
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Visit SAB online at www.sab.org.
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A T  L I N C O L N  C E N T E R

See excerpts
from classic

ballets and learn
how talented

youngsters train
to become

professional
dancers!

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx Children’s 

Museum is on track to 
open its physical location 
in 2017—if city offi cials can 
come up with the necessary 
funds in this year’s budget.

The museum, which cur-
rently brings cultural and 
educational programming 
to students across the bor-
ough, has been working for 
years to open its Kids’ Pow-
erhouse Discovery Center at 
a former electric substation 
building in Mill Pond Park, 
near Yankee Stadium.

The center will be a pri-
vate-public partnership, 
said museum executive di-
rector Carla Precht. The 
city will renovate the build-
ing and continue to own the 
property, while the museum 
will occupy a portion of it 
and fund the exhibits and 
programming.

NYC Parks Department 
will occupy the fi rst level.

After years of formaliz-
ing this partnership, there 
are fi nally schematics and a 
detailed budget for the proj-
ect.

“That means you’re in 
the ball game,” said Precht 
about the process.

The project is now ready 
to move forward with con-
struction, as soon as the rest 
of the funds are secured in 
the city budget. Precht is 
hoping that will happen in 
this year’s budget cycle.

“It’s the most critical 
moment,” Precht said about 
the project.

Currently, about $5.8 
million of city funds have 
been allocated for the proj-
ect, said Precht. Another 
$3.7 million is needed.

“It’s not an easy task,” 
said Precht. “Everybody 
has to get on board.”

Meanwhile, the museum 
has raised about $2.2 mil-
lion in private money for 
the exhibits and program-
ming.

One of those exhibits 
will be about rivers, to edu-
cate kids on the waterways 
that infl uence their bor-
ough. Kids checking out the 
exhibit will be able to look 
directly out the window to 
the Harlem River, said Pre-
cht.

The discovery center 
will also feature an exhibit 
on the nearby High Bridge, 
which will be reopened to 
pedestrians later this year.

Both exhibits have been 
offered in a modifi ed form 
on the Bronx Children Mu-
seum’s mobile bus, which 
has visited more than 100 
schools and community 
centers over the past four 
years. The museum brought 
a variety of programming, 
including arts education, 
to more than 12,000 people 
just last year.

Because of this, the mu-
seum has an established 

relationship with Bronx 
neighborhoods.

“Even though we don’t 
have a building, people rec-
ognize us,” said Precht.

She’s excited to expand 
the museum’s offerings 
while maintaining close 
ties to the community.

“Our main goal is to cre-
ate a cultural and educa-
tional institution,” she said. 
“We’ll always be a museum 
with and without walls.”

The museum, which was 
founded almost 10 years 
ago, aims to create a place 
for fun learning for kids 
ages one through nine. 
There are limited options 
within the Bronx, the only 
comparable place being the 
Bronx Zoo, said Precht. 

The targeted age group 
excels at interactive learn-
ing, she said, and the mu-
seum wants to create a 
space where kids are em-
powered and inspired.

“The love of learning 
happens at a very early 
age,” said Precht.

But for that vision to 
become a reality, the fi nal 
hurdle of funding needs to 
be cleared.

“We need our local 
elected offi cials and the 
mayor to understand how 
important this museum is,” 
said Precht. “This is the 
kind of community-based 
cultural institution the city 
needs and deserves.”

Children’s museum 
to open in 2017

A decommissioned powerhouse building, now located in Mill Pond Park, is slated to become the Bronx 
Children’s Museum’s future Kids’ Powerhouse Discovery Center. Photo courtesy of the Bronx Children’s 
Museum
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A stalled combined sanitary 

and storm sewer project is back 
on track after a delay caused by 
oversized boulders. 

Excavation equipment be-
gan digging up Waterbury Av-
enue and laying pipe this week 
after a change order was issued 
by the city for the delayed sewer 
line in Country Club. The work 
is part of a larger water main 
and sewer replacement that is 
otherwise complete. 

The discovery of the rocks, 
some as large as  a small car, on 
several blocks on and near Wa-
terbury Avenue, increased the 
job’s cost. 

Instead of boring a tunnel 
under the street surface and 
slipping the pipe through, as 
was originally planned, the con-
tractor has instead used ‘open 
excavation’ - a pit dug in the 
street - to install the new sewer 
lines, said Robert DeTiberiis, 
Country Club Civic Association 
Public Improvement Committee 
chairman.

“Numerous boulders have 
been encountered already, 
and they would have hindered 
the tunneling operation,” said 

DeTiberiis, whose occupation is 
a construction superintendent. 
“I know it is an inconvenience, 
but most of the people I have spo-
ken to are relatively satisfi ed.” 

Under normal circumstances, 
boring underground would be 

quicker, but in this case, the city 
made the right construction de-
cision because many boulders 
were encountered, and more 
might be there, he said. 

The construction work, origi-
nally scheduled to be completed 

in the fall of 2014, is currently 
taking place on Waterbury Av-
enue between Stadium and Wil-
cox avenues. 

Community Board 10 district 
manager Kenneth Kearns said 
that there will be some addi-

tional inconvenience during the 
new operation. 

“They (the Department of 
Design and Construction) said 
that they did a lot of outreach in 
posting this to the homeowners 
so they would move their cars,” 
he said. 

CCCA president Michael Mc-
Nerney said that so far his orga-
nization has not heard any com-
plaints on this part of the work. 

“Yes, the work is an inconve-
nience, but we are glad to see it 
underway,” the president said, 
adding “we are hoping that it 
is wrapped up as soon as pos-
sible.” 

Senator Jeff Klein weighed 
in the matter as well, calling 
for the project to be completed 
sooner rather than later. 

“After many months of de-
lays and far too many stops and 
starts, I am happy that the con-
struction on Waterbury Avenue 
will begin again this week,” the 
senator said, adding “the sewer 
system in Country Club has been 
a long-standing issue and I stand 
with the community in seeking 
the expedited completion of this 
project with the least inconve-
nience to the residents.”

Stalled Country Club water main back on track

Work crews lift a portion of the new sewer main on Waterbury Avenue. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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BronxNet and the Bronx Polar Bears hosted the 5th annual Polar Bear Plunge on Saturday, February 14 at Orchard Beach in partnership with BronxWorks to benefi t their home-
less outreach programs. The Bronx Polar Bear club was joined by cold weather enthusiasts from all over the city to take a dip in the 22 degree water.

BRONX POLAR BEARSBRONX POLAR BEARS
TAKE THE PLUNGETAKE THE PLUNGE

(1) John Weed and Eileen Torres, director of BronxWorks, 
bundled up before they took the plunge. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(2) The Latvian contingent of Baron Brujia (l) and Valvis 
Freimane (r) remained in the water the longest. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

1

2

(3) The Coney Island Polar Bear Club was represented alongside the Bronx Po-
lar Bears. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(4) Michael Max Knobbe, director of BronxNet, with Bronx Polar 
Bears Liga Freimane(l) and Anna Romanovich. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Planned construction at the intersec-

tion of White Plains Road and Allerton Av-
enue has merchant groups concerned about 
the detrimental effects of water shutoffs on 
nearby businesses.

The project is part of the city’s ‘Safe routes 
to transit’ initiative, which will extend the 
sidewalks at bus stops under elevated trains 
so that commuters don’t have to wait in be-
tween the traffi c lanes  to board a bus.

The merchant groups are looking for-
ward to the new ‘bus bulbs’ which will im-
prove safety for residents.

“It’s a hazard,” said Gene DeFrancis of 
the Allerton International Merchants Asso-
ciation about the current situation.

“The project is a good project,” said Joe 
Thompson, executive director of the White 
Plain Road Business Improvement District.

The construction, due to start in March, 
will cause a variety of disruptions at the in-
tersection including temporary relocated 
bus stops, parking restrictions, partial traffi c 
closures, and times where only one entrance 
to the elevated train station will be open.

But the merchant groups are not particu-
larly concerned with those inconveniences.

“The problem is water,” said Thompson.
The construction project also includes re-

placing water mains at the site, causing pe-
riodic water shutoffs in the immediate area 

during business hours.
At a meeting coordinated by Community 

Board 11 with the NYC Department Design 
and Construction, assistant district man-
ager John Fratta was told there would be a 
three-week window for either side of White 
Plains Road where water could be shutoff pe-
riodically.

And although the DDC will provide notice 
several days before a planned water shutoff, 
the businesses don’t know how many shut-
offs will happen during the construction pe-
riod.

The merchants are particularly con-
cerned about restaurants and other busi-
nesses that require water to be open.

“You could lose a lot of money over the 
three weeks,” said Thompson.

And that’s assuming the DDC doesn’t en-
counter unexpected problems while replac-
ing the water mains, extending the project, 
said Thompson.

“We’re expecting the worst but hoping for 
the best,” said DeFrancis.

Merchants will have an opportunity to 
have their concerns addressed by the con-
tractor at a meeting next week.

“It is the policy of DDC to be good neigh-
bors in those communities experiencing our 
construction activities,” a DDC spokesman 
said in a statement. “To that end we are con-
sulting with our contractor on ways to lessen 

the impact on the community, particularly 
water shutoffs.”

He said the department will have a more 
detailed construction schedule by the mid-
dle of March and will keep stakeholders in-

formed.
The meeting for merchants will take 

place at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, February 25 
in the McDonald’s conference room at 2516 
White Plains Road.

Bus bulbs plan will interrupt 
White Plains Rd. water supply

Planned construction at the intersection of White Plains Road and Allerton Avenue will create ‘bus 
bulbs,’ extending the sidewalk at bus stops so commuters don’t have to wait to board a bus in the 
middle of traffi c lanes. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Contrary to popular belief, 

reading is not just fundamental, 
it is also therapeutic. 

‘Standing Down: From War-
rior to Civilian’ is a new reading 
and discussion series for veter-
ans to be held inside local librar-
ies and is sponsored by the New 
York Council for the Humani-
ties.

The program’s namesake is 
derived from a published anthol-
ogy which contains such famous 
literary works including Hom-
er’s ‘Iliad’ as well as personal 
accounts from Afghanistan and 
Iraq War veterans. 

Within its 44 selections are 
extensive works of fi ction, non-
fi ction, poetry, essays, and mem-
oirs which strongly resonate 
with veterans’ past experiences, 
concerns, and aspirations fol-
lowing their service and often 
arduous transition back into ci-
vilian life.

‘Standing Down’ was estab-
lished for Talking Service which 
serves the Great Books Founda-
tion’s mission to foster reading 
and discussion programs in-

tended for former service mem-
bers, their families and friends 
as well as their service providers 
and caretakers.      

A United States Army Na-
tional Guard veteran, Jeremy 
Warneke proudly served his 
country in an Iraq tour from 
May 2003 until July of the follow-
ing year. 

After his honorable discharge, 
Warneke attended Sarah Law-
rence College where he received 
his Bachelor of Arts degree. 

A published writer, Warneke’s 
works have appeared in ‘Proud 
to Be: Writing by American War-
riors’, ‘Afterwords’, ‘The Ameri-
can Legion Magazine’, ‘Scin-
tilla’, ‘Nine Lines’, ‘Bronx Times 
Reporter’, and ‘Seeing Here Now’ 
among numerous others.

“I’ve been doing writing 
workshops since 2009 and any-
one know knows me knows that 
I enjoy talking,” Warneke ex-
pressed.

Having always possessed a 
passion for reading and writ-
ing, Warneke revealed he was 
exposed to many different works 
which spoke to him as a veteran.

Ernest Hemingway’s short 
piece ‘Chapter VII’ which serves 
as a preface to his work ‘Soldier’s 
Home’, is cited as Warneke’s fa-
vorite.

“It’s only a paragraph long, 
but it really struck a chord with 
me,” he revealed.  

Warneke is the current dis-
cussion facilitator for the series’ 
Morris Park chapter.

He revealed that Grace Tellez-
Cardona, Morris Park senior li-
brarian, reached out him upon 
discovering ‘Standing Down’ 
and he was glad to accept this 
role.

“She kept pushing it and 
I’m really glad that she did,” he 
said. 

This program will be held 
in three Bronx locations: Mor-
ris Park Library starting Mon-
day, March 23; Jerome Park Li-
brary on Tuesday, March, 24; 
and Bronx Library Center on 
Wednesday, March 25.

It will also be held in Manhat-
tan’s Hamilton Grange Library 
on Tuesday, March 3 and Bloom-
ingdale Library on Wednesday, 
April 15.  

‘Standing Down’ will span 
six sessions beginning next 
month and wraps up in June. 

The series will be held from 
5:30 to 6:45 p.m. every other 
week.

For further information and 
details, either consult www.
nypl.org or visit your local 
branch. 

The free program is open to 
service members from all eras 
and those who attend will re-
ceive a free copy of the book. 

Civilians are also welcomed 
to attend this program.

“Programs like these are im-
portant because they enable vet-
erans to meet one another and it 
gives these people a chance to 
speak with others who share 
similar experiences,” Adam 
Capitano, NYCH program offi cer 
explained.

“It’s designed to help give re-
turning veterans a space to talk 
about their experiences, their 
transitions back to civilian life 
as well as network with other 
people,” Capitano added.

Warneke revealed that inter-
est in the series has been grow-

ing exponentially.  
“Veterans always have some-

thing unique to say,” Warneke 
said.

Local libraries host discussion series for veterans

‘Standing Down: From Warrior to Civil-
ian’ is a new discussion series geared 
toward helping veterans with their 
transition back to civilian life.     
 Photo by Adam Capitano



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The City Island Nautical Museum is join-

ing the effort to save a lighthouse located off 
the shore of  the east Bronx. 

Generations of boaters from the Bronx 
have passed by the classic structure, known 
as the Stepping Stones Lighthouse, at the foot 
of Eastchester Bay and Long Island Sound. 

Now the City Island Historical Society is 
assisting in a movement to restore the bea-
con, built in the 1870s, to its former glory. 

The CINM will host a fundraiser at the 
museum building, located at 190 Fordham 
Street, on Sunday, March 1 at 2 p.m., raising 
seed money that will hopefully blossom into 
a full restoration. 

The reception will include speakers, pho-
tographs and refreshments. 

“A lot of people on City Island are very 
fond of (the lighthouse), and feel a sense of 
‘ownership’ of sorts,” said Barbara Dolensek, 
CINM vice-president, adding the boaters 
pass it on their way up and down Eastchester 
Bay and fi shermen love the  spot for its excel-
lent eel fi shing.

The proceeds of any donations collected 
will go to a restoration fund specifi cally for 
the lighthouse, and museum offi cials say 
that the most urgent things needed are a new 
roof on the structure and a dock that would 
facilitate repair crews and materials. 

Three groups on Long Island are coor-

dinating the effort, after the Coast Guard 
turned over the site in 2008 to the town of 
North Hempstead, NY on the condition that 
they raise money for its restoration. 

A full restoration of the lighthouse would 
cost about $6 million, said Dolensek. 

The community on City Island has had a 
close relationship with the lighthouse, said 
Dolensek. 

“There were people living on it for years – 
the lightkeeper and his family – and they ba-
sically rode every day to Ciy Island to send 
their kids to school and do their shopping,” 
she said. “So City Island has always felt that 
the lighthouse was part of our community, 
and people here are very fond of it.”  

In a letter, Tom Nye, CINM museum 
president, stated that the lighthouse is sig-
nifi cant because it guided recreational and 
commercial marine traffi c from the Long 
Island Sound to New York City for genera-
tions. 

Even today, he stated, the children at P.S. 
175, City Island’s public school, have a spe-
cial affi nity for it. 

The CINM is aiding the Great Neck His-
torical Society and the Great Nec Park Dis-
trict in their effort to restore the historical 
site. 

Fully tax deductible donations can be 
sent to the Great Neck Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 234483, Great Neck, N.Y. 11023. 
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Two Bronx electeds have sub-

mitted different plans for increas-
ing property tax relief for the city’s 
homeowners and renters.

In February, Senator Jeff Klein 
and Councilman James Vacca will 
both be presenting different propos-
als to reduce the tax burden on the 
middle class. 

Klein, leader of the Independent 
Democratic Conference, intends to 
provide this relief through his three 
yet to be revealed proposals - by fac-
toring in an individual or families’ 
city PIT, or Personal Income Tax, by 
increasing the maximum benefi t to 
city renters and by increasing the 
percent of annual rent that is attrib-
uted to property taxes to up to 20%. 

Under Klein’s plan, more than 
375,000 additional New York City 
residents would likely benefi t than 
under the governor’s proposal.

His IDC plan also seeks to create 
equality among renters and home-
owners, with the maximum benefi t 
being increased from $750 to $2000, 
while also increasing the percent 
of annual rent that is attributed to 
property taxes to 20% - which will 
meet the general standard of hous-
ing affordability. 

Currently, a tenant would have 
to pay more than 30% of their in-
come in rent to qualify.

For example, under Klein’s plan, 
a renter in New York City earn-
ing $82,000 annually and spending 
$2,300 per month on rent will see a 
benefi t of $600, whereas under the 
governor’s plan, the renter would 
not receive any benefi t. 

Also, a homeowner making 
$80,000 annually and spending 
$4,700 on property taxes would re-
ceive a benefi t of $250. Homeowners 
would not qualify for this benefi t 
under the governor’s plan.

“New York City, unlike other ar-
eas throughout the state, has a more 
diverse tax mix but draws from a 
broader range of other taxes to pay 
for local services,” said Klein. “We 
need to provide relief for more New 
York City households in a way that 
refl ects the reality of what they are 
paying for a roof over their heads.”

“This plan puts more money 
back in the pockets of renters and 
homeowners with a sensible, real-
istic approach tailored to the real 
needs of those who live in New York 
City, creating a more level playing 
fi eld between the renters and hom-
eowners of NYC,” Klein said.

Vacca’s approach to relieve prop-
erty taxes, which is not yet offi cial, 
is slightly different. 

Currently, Vacca is urging the 
community to check the annual roll 
of tentative property values, which 
was recently released by the NYC 
Department of Finance. As part 
of his plan, he strongly suggested 
that if owners believe the value or 
description of their property is in-
correct, that they should challenge 
the assessment with the NYC Tax 
Commission and Department of Fi-
nance.

Vacca also informed the com-
munity about the Department of 
Finance’s outreach sessions, which 
educated the community on these 
issues and the proper precautions to 
take to avoid being a victim of pay-
ing high taxes as a homeowner or a 
renter.

“We are now in the process of, 
and very close to fi nding a resolu-
tion for this boroughwide and city-
wide situation,” a spokesperson 
from Vacca’s offi ce said. 

“We plan for property owners to 
test these rebates and we are also 
in offi cial correspondence with the 
mayor’s and speaker’s offi ces about 
this proposal.”

Klein, Vacca plans offer property tax relief

The above chart illustrates how a NYC homeowner/renter would benefi t from 
Klein’s IDC Plan compared to the governor’s plan. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce

City Island joins effort to save classic lighthouse

The Stepping Stones Lighthouse is in Eastchester Bay between the SUNY Maritime and City Island.
 Photo courtesy of the City Island Nautical Museum





BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A former NYPD chaplain 

and church pastor has died.
On Friday, January 16, 

Reverend William G. Ka-
laidjian passed away at his 
home in Riverdale, report-
edly from natural causes. 
He was 89 years old.

Kalaidjian, an Arme-
nian-American who was 
born on December 17, 1925 in 
Nyack, NY, attended Nyack 
High School before graduat-
ing from Adelphi University 
and the New York Theologi-
cal Seminary.

After serving in the 
Navy during World War 
2, Kalaidjian became the 
pastor the Congregational 
Church of Bedford Park in 

1953, where he served for 42 
years until 1996. 

However, Kalaidjian is 
probably most remembered 
for being the NYPD chap-
lain, a position that he also 
held for 42 years, from 1957 
to 1998, after he was a police 
offi cer in Nyack.

Throughout his tenure, 
Kalaidjian was responsible 
for spiritual well being of 
the police department and  
its police offi cers.

Kalaidjian was greatly 
involved in other organi-
zations as well. He was a 
founding member and the 
executive director of the 
New York State Shields, 
president of the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty 

to Children, a chaplain for 
the Bronx Veterans Hospi-
tal and a volunteer chap-
lain for the Veterans Ad-
ministration. He was also 
the president of the Bronx 
Rotary Club from 1987 to 
1988, an organization that 
he was a member of for over 
50 years.

“The interesting thing 
about William is that he 
was extremely friendly and 
open no matter their race, 
religion or gender,” said 
Lloyd Ultan, from the Bronx 
County Historical Society.

“He was a very intelli-
gent and outgoing person,” 
said Virginia Gallagher, 
who interacted and worked 
with Kalaidjian when she 

served as vice president of 
the Bronx County Histori-
cal Society. “He was great to 
work with, and I am greatly 
saddened by this loss.”

To those who knew him, 
Kalaidjian was a icon for 
his city and community in-
volvement. To his friends 
and family members, he was 
so much more than that.

“He was the most won-
derful person I had ever 
met,” said widow Valerie. 
“I’m still in shock over his 
loss - I just can’t believe he’s 
gone.”

Kalaidjian’s wake was 
held on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 21 at the Williams Fu-
neral Home, 5628 Broadway, 
and services were held on 
Thursday, January 22 at St. 
Philip Neri Church, 3031 
Grand Concourse. An inter-
ment followed the services 
at Woodlawn Cemetery.

Kalaidjian is survived 
by his wife, three sons, 
fi ve grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild.

“The MTA assured me 
that they will be push-
ing the contractor to have 
it completed in time,” the 
assemblyman explained. 
“They’re getting the project 
done and they will have it 
done the right way.”

Amanda Kwan, MTA 
media liaison, divulged 
that the MTA met with a 
few council members on the 
morning of Tuesday, Febru-
ary 17, to brief them on the 
project’s present status.

“The MTA is working 
to complete the station re-
newal project as quickly 
as possible. We regret the 
inconvenience of the delay, 
which is due to an unex-
pected deterioration of the 
steel structures at these sta-
tions that opened in 1920. 
We appreciate our custom-
ers’ patience while we com-
plete these important proj-

ects, which will provide 
safe and reliable service,” 
Kwan said.

Originally slated for 
completion this past Mon-
day, February 16, the re-
habilitation effort has now 
been extended until the 
middle of May. 

“This is unacceptable,” 
Councilman James Vacca 
expressed. 

“Residents and mer-
chants alike have put up 
with a lot, both with park-
ing inconveniences and 
traveling concerns espe-
cially now during one of the 
coldest winters in years. 
The MTA promised they 
will have it ready by mid-
May,” he added.

The councilman hoped 
the MTA would abide by the 
new timetable and has pro-
posed having the Buhre Av-
enue station reopen while 
renovation continues.

“While I commend the 
MTA for improving service 
and making much-needed 
repairs on the 6 line at 
Buhre and Zerega avenues, 
the construction at these 
stations must be completed 
as soon as possible. Rid-
ers in the Bronx expected 
train service to be up and 
running this past Monday, 
however delays throughout 
the project have pushed it 
back an additional four to 
six weeks,” stated Senator 
Jeff Klein.

Kenneth Kearns, Com-
munity Board 10 district 
manager, said an agree-
ment was reached two 
months ago between the 
MTA, Yonkers Construc-
tion Company, Inc., and the 
Westchester Avenue mer-
chants to have available 
parking on Pilgrim Avenue 
for the duration of the con-
struction contract.

Assemblyman Bendetto 
confi rmed this area will 
continue to remain free of 
construction materials as 
work resumes. 

He added that the De-
partment of Transpor-
tation will be installing 
muni meters on Pilgrim 
Avenue to open additional 
parking.  

Due to the renovations   

the Middletown Road or 
Pelham Bay Park stations 
can be utilized in lieu of 
Buhre Avenue. 

Both the Bx8 and Bx24 
buses provide connecting 
service between Buhre Av-
enue and Middletown Road 
or Pelham Bay Park.

For Zerega Avenue, the 
Castle Hill Avenue and 
Parkchester stations can 

be used instead as well as 
the Bx4 bus which provides 
service between all three 
stops.

Shuttle buses run dur-
ing rush hours and late 
nights and operate between 
Pelham Bay Park and Cas-
tle Hill Avenue stopping at 
Buhre Avenue, Middletown 
Road, Westchester Square, 
and Zerega Avenue.
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From Page 1

Workers continue renovating the Buhre Avenue #6 IRT station which is now expected to be fi nished by 
springtime. hoto by Walter Pofeldt

Buhre and Zerega IRT 
stations’ rehab delayed

NOTABLE PASSINGS

Rev. Kalaidjian, NYPD 
chaplain, passes at 89

Reverend William G. Kalaidjian was a chaplain and a pastor for over 
40 years. Photo courtesy of the Bronx Rotary Club



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

 F
e

b
r

u
a

r
y

 2
2

, 2
0

1
5

   
  1

2
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

FINAL LIQUIDATION!
STRETCH THOSE TAX REFUNDS!

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

WE WILL NEVER BE UNDERSOLD...EVER!

 TAKE AN ADDITIONAL
BELOW COST!

ATHLETIC FOOTWEAR
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

$10$10

50%
OFF50%
OFF

LOWEST
TICKETED
PRICE!

ALL WINTER HEAVYWEIGHT
OUTERWEAR

Leather Not Included

ALL WINTER SWEATERS
LONG SLEEVE KNITS & FLANNELS 

ALL HATS • GLOVES • MITTENS • TOYS
THERMAL UNDERWEAR • HOME GOODS

LADIES & GIRLS BOOTS

LAST
CHANCE!

BELOW COST!

$1$1
BELOW COST!

$3$3
BELOW COST!

$5$5

Basic Tees

Intimate Apparel

Assorted Hosiery

Home Fashions • Toys

Cold Weather Accessories

Designer Tops • Slippers

Fashion Sweaters • Turtlenecks
Knit Tops • Graphic Tees
Fleece Crewnecks • Sleepwear
Fashion Coordinates
Long Sleeve Polos • Wallets
Select Fleece Hoodies • Skirts
Blouses • Scarves & Gloves
Thermal V-Necks & Henleys

Fashion Denim • Designer Sweaters
Dresses • Name Brand Handbags 
Fashion Hoodies • Fashion Flannels 
Long Sleeve Polos • Lounge Pants
Top Name Activewear 
Fashion Boots • Throw Blankets
Thermal Crews, Henleys, V-Necks
Designer Tops & Bottoms

those

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • MON-SAT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN 10AM-7PM

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-200-8063

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100
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