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Every Mattress
In The Store!

excludes Tempur-Pedic, Serta iseries & icomfort

PRESIDENTS’HOLIDAYSALE

HEL
D O

VER

FIN
AL DAYS!

NEW YORK’S #1 MATTRESS RETAILER

Queen Firm
$18999

Twin, Full and King sizes available
at similar savings. Sold in sets only.

EACH 
PIECE

On select Tempur-Pedic mattress sets. Savings vary by size and model. Gift card value equal to savings. See store for details.

$200Off                 
Plus $200GiftCard
UP
TO

UP
TO

$59999

Twin, Full and King sizes available at similar savings.

8" Memory Foam
LIST $1399

11" Comfort Firm
LIST $1199

Queen Set 

FREE DELIVERY ON EVERYTHINGAbove
$599

YOUR CHOICE - COILS OR FOAM
ALL
NEW!
1,800 COILS

SET LIST
$1099

GREAT PRICE!

65%
OFF FREE

Sheets,Comforter,
Duvet & 

1 Down Pillow!
with any G.S. Stearns, Beautyrest Legend 
or Ultimate Queen or King set purchase.

See store for details.

BIGGEST BONUS EVER! SAVE $1,800
on any Serta Motion

Adjustable
Base 

Free Boxspring
with any Serta iseries or icomfort mattress purchase.

See store for details.

UP
TO



55%OFF
12" Koolgel Hybrid  
Memory Foam, Gel, & 
individually wrapped 

Coil Innerspring

$89999

Queen Set
List $1999

50%OFF
Luxury Pillowtop

$99999

Queen Set
List $1999

60%OFF
Premium Plush

$69999

Queen Set
List $1799

50%OFF
Premium Firm

$59999

Queen Set
List $1199

50%OFF
Firm Euro Top

$29999

Queen Set
List $599

55%OFF
Luxury Firm or Plush

$129999

Queen Set
List $2999

55%OFF
Luxury Firm or Plush

$149999

Queen Set
List $3499

Medium Soft
$179999

Queen Set

WORLD CLASS TEMPUR-CLOUD

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE

50%OFF
Luxury Firm

$79999

Queen Set
List $1599

LOWEST

PRICE
EVER!

LOWEST

PRICE
EVER!

LOWEST

PRICE
EVER!

Engineered to cushion for pressure relief, provide airflow for cool,
consistent sleep, and flex for support. SomniGel’s real gel construction is

hypoallergenic, nontoxic, odorless and free of byproducts.

Stay cool with the help of our comfy Sleep Options Cool 
Gel Mattresses. For a cool, luxurious and responsive night sleep 

with unmatched support & durability. 

SAVE
$500

On our newest 
Gel technologies

See store for details.

UP 
TO

We Have More Nam
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POPE INVITED
TO SAY MASS

Continued on Page 57

WTC steel coming to Silver Beach

Continued on Page 57

Polar Bears At Orchard Beach

BY ROBERT WIRSING
When Pope Francis em-

barks on his historic visit to 
the United States later this 
year, many hope he will ‘play 
ball’ in continuing a time-hon-
ored Bronx tradition.

Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito, Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz, Jr., Comp-
troller Scott Stringer, Con-
gressman Jose E. Serrano, 
and Councilwoman Vanessa 
Gibson are inviting The Holy 
Father to conduct a Mass at 
Yankee Stadium during the 
New York City portion of his 
visit this September.

The Pontiff plans to visit 
Washington to canonize the 
American Missionary, Juni-
pero Serra in a celebration 
Mass at Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immacu-
late Conception, visit Philadel-
phia to hold Mass and a prayer 
vigil for the World Meeting of 

Families, and visit New York 
City to address the United Na-
tions General Assembly and 
hold Mass at St. Patrick’s Ca-
thedral. His trip is currently 
planned for three days.    

Throughout the past fi ve 
decades, there have been 
three instances when the Pope 
held a public Mass inside ‘The 
House That Ruth Built’. 

According to Lloyd Ultan, 
Bronx Borough Historian and 
history professor at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, this 
proud tradition can be traced 
back to Pope Paul VI who held 
the fi rst public Mass on Octo-
ber 4, 1965. 

Pope John Paul II contin-
ued this practice in 1979 and 
made a brief stop at a Catholic 
facility located in the Melrose 
section. A crowd soon gath-
ered outside the facility which 
the Holy Father blessed before 
traveling to his destination. 

Pope John Paul II conducted 
another Mass at Shea Stadium 
and was the only pope in his-
tory to do so, Ultan added. 

His successor, Pope Bene-
dict XVI honored it in 2008, 
but with little fanfare.

The original Yankee Sta-
dium was shut down in late 
2008 and razed two years 
later. 

The new homestead for the 
Bronx Bombers was offi cially 
opened on April 2, 2009.    

“We have a new pope, a 
new stadium, and a new hope 
for the Bronx and our city,” 
Speaker Mark-Viverito stated.

“This is the 50th anniver-
sary of the papal visit to the 
United States,” Diaz, Jr. ex-
plained. “We are inviting Pope 
Francis to celebrate that his-
toric event here, this fall.”

“We would be honored to 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Throggs Neck locals will 

soon have a piece of history in 
their backyard.

The Never Forget Founda-
tion is donating steel from the 
former World Trade Center to 
Silver Beach and the greater 
Throggs Neck community.

The foundation was 
founded about ten years ago 
by locals Gene Lynch, of the 
FDNY and Vicki Miano, a 
nurse. Together they wanted 
to fi nd a way to give back to 
others who served the public.

The goal of the organiza-
tion is to provide support to 

veterans and fi rst responders 
and thank them for what they 
do, said Lynch. 

They send care packages to 
military, visit veterans hospi-
tals, and host parties for fi re-
fi ghters, among other things.

“It’s in honor of all the men 
and women that serve this 
country,” said Lynch.

They’ve been working for 
more than two years on their 
latest project, securing a piece 
of World Trade Center steel 
for the community, which the 
Port Authority has allowed lo-
cal non-profi ts and municipal 
agencies to request.

Now that the process is fi -
nally complete, they’re wait-
ing until the weather warms 
to present it to the community 
of Silver Beach and greater 
Throggs Neck.

About 15 Throggs Neck 
residents died on September 
11, 2001, and many other com-
munity members lost family 
or friends and continue to be 
affected by the tragedy, said 
Lynch.

The World Trade Center 
steel will serve to honor their 
memories.

“It’s for those who were 

Bronxite Liga Freimane enjoyed the 5th Annual Bronx Polar Bear 
Plunge at Orchard Beach, which benefi ted BronxWorks’ homeless 
outreach programs. More photos can be found on page 38. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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ALLEY CAT CAFE

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE
(718) 824-0168

TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

FEATURING
Brisket

St. Louis Ribs 
Pulled Pork

Beef Short Ribs
Pork Belly  Salmon 

Burnt Ends
Whole or 

Half Chickens

FREE DELIVERY

APPETIZERS, SIDES, WRAPS
SANDWICHES and SALADS

WE’RE
SMOKIN’
7 DAYS A WEEK

15 Family Plans To Choose From View 
Our Complete Menu at

www.alleycatcafebronxbbq.com

HAPPY HOUR 3 to 7pm

Sunday - Thursday  11am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday  11am - 12am

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Advocates in the borough’s gay and 

lesbian community are calling for the 
creation of gay-friendly senior hous-
ing. 

With an increase in demand for 
senior housing in general, and espe-
cially in the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender communities, a partner-
ship has developed between organi-
zations Services & Advocacy for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender 
Elders (SAGE) and Help USA, an af-
fordable housing advocacy group.

The goal is the creation of a LGBT-
friendly housing development some-
where in the Bronx. 

A plan is in the works with details 
that are still under wraps because 
funding for the project has not been 
secured, said Catherine Thurston, 
SAGE’s senior director for program-
ing. 

“Our focus is on the Bronx as the 
fi rst borough in which we hope to 
build LGBT elder housing,” she said of 
SAGE’s efforts.  

Housing is one of the areas where 
the LGBT older adults need the most 
assistance, and the organization feels 
that as a citywide agency, the Bronx is 
the place where their constituency’s el-
der population is most in need. 

Having a building fi lled with LGBT 
seniors would create a supportive en-
vironment for older adults who have 
similar experiences, said Thurston. 

As a group, older LGBT adults are 
more socially isolated than their het-
erosexual peers.

They are twice as likely to live 
alone, and four times less likely to 

LGBT senior housing 
sought in the borough

(l-r)  SAGE executive director Michael Adams, Councilman Ritchie Torres and SAGE senior 
director of Program Catherine Thurston celebtrated the opening of the new SAGE Senior 
Center in Fordham in January. LGBT-friendly senior housing may be next. 
 Photo courtesy of SAGE

have adult children, said Thurston. 
“This is a community that is very 

vulnerable,” she said. 
This leads to a higher degree of 

health disparities, she said, adding 
that 80% of senior caregiving is done 
by adult children. 

 A building for LGBT elders would 
include social and case management 
services and communal meals, she 
added. 

In January, SAGE opened its fi rst 
full-time senior center for the LGBT 
community at a Union Community 
Health Center in Fordham. 

That center became operational 
with help from Councilman Ritchie 
Torres and support from the Depart-
ment for the Aging. 

Torres said that he applauded 
SAGE’s efforts to create affordable se-
nior housing and supportive commu-
nities for LGBT elders. 

“The need for affordable housing in 
New York City has reached crisis lev-
els, particularly in the Bronx where 
renters face higher cost burdens than 
any other county in the United States,” 
said Torres, who is gay.  “Seniors are 
especially vulnerable to rising costs of 
living, especially LGBT seniors who 
often have limited access to traditional 
support networks”. 

The next step, said Thurston, is get-
ting the LGBT community and fund-
ing sources for the project on board. 

SAGE is a citywide agency that is 
based in lower Manhattan. Help USA, 
also based in Manhattan, is an organi-
zation that helps those in need or those 
who are homeless become and remain 
self-reliant. 
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

Commissioner Joe DeSi-
mone and Chief Jery Demers 
of the Warrior Football orga-
nization invie boys and girls 
ages 6 to 13 to attend regis-
tration for the 64th seasion of 
Warrior Football.

Registration will be held on 
Sundays, March 1 and 8 from 
10 a.m. to noon at the Pelham 
Bay Little League fi eld house 
at 2680 Westchester Avenue.

Registrants should be ac-
companied by an adult and a 
copy of their birth certifi cate.

All practices and games 

are held at Pelham Bay Park 
and instruction is provided 
prior to competitive play.

All participants play at 
least a half a game.

Flag ages are 5 to 7, with no 
weight limit.

Tackle Divisions are 7 to 9 
and 10 to 13, with weight limits 
employed.

Cost for Flag Football is 
$150 and Tackle Football is 
$170, both include jersey and 
instruction.

For more information call 
(718) 829-7574 or (347) 242-1423.

Warrior Football registration

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Times Reporter 

will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 10465  
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.
com. Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact you 
in case of questions. 

Mother remembered 

The children of Carmela 

Bibbo want to thank all those 
who helped them and their 
mom before she passed away 
on Friday, January 23. 

We would like to thank all 
who were with us during this 
trying time. The love and sup-
port we received from so many 
people will never be forgotten. 
A special heartfelt thanks to 
Providence Rest as they stood 
by our side through it all. Sis-
ters, staff, residents and fami-
lies gave their time, guidance, 
love and support that was in-
credibly helpful and comfort-
ing to our family.

We also would like to extend 

our appreciation to the out-
standing hospice staff at Cal-
vary Hospital for their special 
kindness and prayers.

Our mom was truly wonder-
ful. She was caring, thoughtful 
and loving woman who put ev-
eryone else before herself. She 
was devoted to her husband 
Amleto Bibbo (Matty) of 65 
years, her three children (John, 
Mark and Filippa) and their 
spouses, fi ve grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren.

Mom arrived with her fam-
ily at the age of two from Avel-
lino, Italy and spent a very spe-
cial part of her youth with the 
sisters of the Pallottine order 
in Harriman, NY. And how 
wonderful that she was able to 
spent her last days in the loving 
care of the Sisters at Providence 
Rest! For Mom and all of us, 
this was truly a blessing!

 Our hearts are consoled 
knowing that our mom who 
was so kindhearted, thoughtful 
and giving here on earth is now 
in the loving arms and safety 
of our Lord. She will always be 

in our hearts and prayers. May 
her loving family continue to 
carry out her legacy and follow 
in her footsteps.

Rest in peace Mom. We love 
you. The Children of Carmela 
Bibbo.

In loving memory of our 
Mom, Carmela Bibbo

Born - July 25, 1924
Passed - January 23, 2015
Navy Deployments 

The United States Navy re-
ports the following troops de-
ployments of Bronx natives 
now serving their country. 

• Airman Travis Mills is 
an aviation boatswains mate 
aboard the aircraft carrier 

operating out of Yokosuka, Ja-
pan

• Petty Offi cer 2nd Class 
Febis Soto, a graduate of Taft 
High School, is serving as a 
boatswain’s mate aboard a de-
stroyer operating out of Yoko-
suka, Japan, roughly 35 miles 
from Tokyo. 

Amleto Bibbo and Carmela Bibbo

 

 PRAY THE ROSARY 
for 

ST. FRANCES de CHANTAL
 PARISH 

 
Every Saturday at 4:30 

on 
St. Frances de Chantal Church Plaza 

 
“When we pray the Rosary, 
Mary herself prays with us. 

The Rosary prayer embraces 
the problems of the Church… 

the problems of the whole world.” 
~ Pope John Paul I I 

Homily at Fatima 
May 13, 1982 

 
Please join us as we offer 20 minutes of our week in prayer. 

Jesus assured us of the power of prayer - 
especially when two or more are gathered in His name. 

 
Pray the Rosary with us every Saturday evening. 

(In inclement weather, we pray in the chapel.) 
 

Please COME and PRAY
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FINAL LIQUIDATION!
STRETCH THOSE TAX REFUNDS!

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

WE WILL NEVER BE UNDERSOLD...EVER!

 TAKE AN ADDITIONAL
BELOW COST!

ATHLETIC FOOTWEAR
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

$10$10

50%
OFF50%
OFF

LOWEST
TICKETED
PRICE!

ALL WINTER HEAVYWEIGHT
OUTERWEAR

Leather Not Included

ALL WINTER SWEATERS
LONG SLEEVE KNITS & FLANNELS 

ALL HATS • GLOVES • MITTENS • TOYS
THERMAL UNDERWEAR • HOME GOODS

LADIES & GIRLS BOOTS

LAST
CHANCE!

BELOW COST!

$1$1
BELOW COST!

$3$3
BELOW COST!

$5$5

Basic Tees

Intimate Apparel

Assorted Hosiery

Home Fashions • Toys

Cold Weather Accessories

Designer Tops • Slippers

Fashion Sweaters • Turtlenecks
Knit Tops • Graphic Tees
Fleece Crewnecks • Sleepwear
Fashion Coordinates
Long Sleeve Polos • Wallets
Select Fleece Hoodies • Skirts
Blouses • Scarves & Gloves
Thermal V-Necks & Henleys

Fashion Denim • Designer Sweaters
Dresses • Name Brand Handbags 
Fashion Hoodies • Fashion Flannels 
Long Sleeve Polos • Lounge Pants
Top Name Activewear 
Fashion Boots • Throw Blankets
Thermal Crews, Henleys, V-Necks
Designer Tops & Bottoms

those

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • MON-SAT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN 10AM-7PM

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-200-8063

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100
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You must bring with you:
� Photo IDs
� Social Security Cards for everyone named on the Tax Return
� W-2 and/or 1099 Statements
� If claiming childcare expenses, bring documentation and care 

               provider Tax ID Number
� Last year’s Income Tax Returns
� Form 1095A (if applicable)
� Any other relevant tax information

Tax preparation services are provided by Ariva, a non-profit 
organization. Ridgewood Saving Bank makes no representation 
regarding and is not responsible in any way, for the Ariva tax 
preparation services. 2014 Federal & NYS Tax Returns prepared by 
an IRS Certified VITA Volunteer Preparer.   Member FDIC

Space is limited.  
Call today to make an appointment

Saturday, 
February 28, 2015

9:45am - 4:00pm
1626 Bruckner Blvd.

(718) 589-1323

www.ridgewoodbank.com

You must brin

You are eligible for a FREE 2014 tax preparation if you are 
single with no dependents and earn less than $25,000, 
or you file with dependents and earn less than $53,000.

You are eligible

g y

y Cards for everyone named on the Tax Return
099 Statements
ildcare expenses, bring documentation and care
ID Number
ome Tax Returns
if applicable)

ng with you:

for a FREE 2014 tax preparation if you are 
o dependents and earn less than $25,000, 
h dependents and earn less than $53,000.

for a FREE 2014 tax preparation if you are

Workers continue renovating the Buhre Av-
enue #6 IRT station which is now expected 
to be fi nished by springtime.  
                Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The recently announced delayed 

reopening of the Buhre and Zerega #6 
IRT stations has many in the commu-
nity feeling ‘deep sixed’.

“We have been having ongoing dis-
cussions with the MTA about fi nding 
ways to help make the construction 
project tolerable for the community. 
Unfortunately it is true that there is a 
delay,” stated Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto.  

According to Assemblyman Bene-
detto, workers discovered an unex-
pected problem while rebuilding the 
Buhre Avenue station’s platform. 
Upon opening it, they discovered that 
the structural steel underneath was 
severely decayed. This meant addi-
tional work was required and new 
steel needed to be fabricated.

“The MTA assured me that they 
will be pushing the contractor to have 
it completed in time,” the assembly-
man explained. “They’re getting the 
project done and they will have it done 
the right way.”

Amanda Kwan, MTA media liai-
son, divulged that the MTA met with a 
few council members on the morning 
of Tuesday, February 17, to brief them 
on the project’s present status.

“The MTA is working to complete 
the station renewal project as quickly 
as possible. We regret the inconve-
nience of the delay, which is due to 
an unexpected deterioration of the 
steel structures at these stations that 
opened in 1920. We appreciate our cus-
tomers’ patience while we complete 
these important projects, which will 
provide safe and reliable service,” 
Kwan said.

Originally slated for completion 
this past Monday, February 16, the 
rehabilitation effort has now been ex-
tended until the middle of May. 

“This is unacceptable,” Council-
man James Vacca expressed. 

“Residents and merchants alike 
have put up with a lot, both with park-
ing inconveniences and traveling con-
cerns especially now during one of 
the coldest winters in years. The MTA 
promised they will have it ready by 
mid-May,” he added.

The councilman hoped the MTA 
would abide by the new timetable and 
has proposed having the Buhre Av-
enue station reopen while renovation 
continues.

“While I commend the MTA for 
improving service and making much-
needed repairs on the 6 line at Buhre 
and Zerega avenues, the construction 
at these stations must be completed as 
soon as possible. Riders in the Bronx 
expected train service to be up and 
running this past Monday, however 
delays throughout the project have 
pushed it back an additional four to six 
weeks,” stated Senator Jeff Klein.

Kenneth Kearns, Community Board 

10 district manager, said an agreement 
was reached two months ago between 
the MTA, Yonkers Construction Com-
pany, Inc., and the Westchester Avenue 
merchants to have available parking 
on Pilgrim Avenue for the duration of 
the construction contract.

Assemblyman Bendetto confi rmed 
this area will continue to remain free 
of construction materials as work re-
sumes. 

He added that the Department of 
Transportation will be installing 
muni meters on Pilgrim Avenue to 
open additional parking.  

Due to the renovations   the Middle-
town Road or Pelham Bay Park sta-
tions can be utilized in lieu of Buhre 
Avenue. 

Both the Bx8 and Bx24 buses pro-
vide connecting service between 
Buhre Avenue and Middletown Road 
or Pelham Bay Park.

For Zerega Avenue, the Castle Hill 
Avenue and Parkchester stations can 
be used instead as well as the Bx4 bus 
which provides service between all 
three stops.

Shuttle buses run during rush 
hours and late nights and operate be-
tween Pelham Bay Park and Castle 
Hill Avenue stopping at Buhre Ave-
nue, Middletown Road, Westchester 
Square, and Zerega Avenue.

Buhre and Zerega IRT 
stations’ rehab delayed
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When you need more than a first aid kit 
but less than an emergency room, and 
your primary care provider is unavail-
able, Montefiore Urgent Care provides 
high-quality care for non-life-threatening 
illnesses or injuries. Our board-certified 
physicians take X-rays and conduct lab 
tests on site. 

1010 Central Park Avenue 
Yonkers, New York 10704 
Free on-site parking available. 
Monday–Friday: 3:00–10:00 pm
Saturday and Sunday: 9:00 am–5:00 pm
www.montefiore.org/mmg-cross-county

CROSS  COUNTY  LOCATION

Board-Certified
Physicians

WE  PROVIDE  THESE  SERVICES ONSITE

Complete X-Ray
Capabilities

Lab Tests with
Immediate Results

        914-964-4111   

We provide high-quality care for many 
non-life-threatening illnesses or injuries. 

Here are a few of the many conditions we treat.

Earaches

Lower 
back pain

Asthma 
flare-up

Coughs, colds or flu

Bladder
infection

Nausea, 
diarrhea

or vomiting

Rashes

Severe headaches 
and neck pain

  Foot pain 
and sprains

Eye and sinus 
infections

Rashes, 
bruises

and bites

Muscle 
aches

For serious or life-threatening situations, call 911 
or visit the hospital emergency department.

Board Certified
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Many muni meters on East Tremont Avenue are surrounded by mounds 
of frozen snow that create a hardship to parkers who can’t easily access 
the machines. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
After a blizzard, where does 

the snow go?
Over two weeks after a mas-

sive snowstorm hit the fi ve bor-
oughs, the state and most of 
the north east, there are still 
some areas in the Bronx with 
mounds of frozen snow that 
are causing inconveniences for 
drivers and pedestrians.

These snow mounds origi-
nate after a big snowstorm, 
when plows push the snow to 
the right side of the street to 
clear the roads. 

When temperatures stay 
below the freezing mark these 
piles can take weeks to melt.

Because of the ‘snow wall’ 
situation, there have been re-
ported complaints from resi-
dents in community boards 9, 
10 and 11, among others, that 
muni meters and bus stops are 
diffi cult to reach.

“I recently parked on Trem-
ont Avenue and when I fi nally 
climbed over the mound of 
snow to get to the muni me-

Ice and snow still an 
issue weeks after storm

ter, I found the machine en-
crusted in ice and could not get 
a ticket,” said JoAnn DeSantis 
Mondelli. 

“Stores also need to get in 
the habit of making pathways 
from the streets to the stores,” 
she added.

There have also been other 
complaints pertaining to cross 
streets and intersections. 

According to Community 
Board 11, there were reports 
that  the Colden and Van Nest 
and Colden and Neill inter-
sections were still partially 
covered in snow, a situation 
that district manager Jer-
emy Warneke personally com-
plained about to 311 and the De-
partment of Sanitation. 

According to NYDS’s re-
sponse to CB 11, the streets 
in question were plowed and 
salted, as a GPS system was 
used to ensure that all streets 
were properly serviced The re-
sponse also stated that a street 
may appear to not have been 
plowed or salted because resi-

dents continually throw the 
snow back into the street af-
ter its equipment has passed 
through the block.

The actions of these resi-
dents are also to blame for this 
situation, as shoveling snow 
back into the street can result 
in unsafe scenario for drivers 
and a summons for the resident 
responsible, the agency said.

“I saw many people shov-
eling snow and ice onto the 
streets rather than safely stor-
ing it on their property,” said 
Councilman James Vacca. 
“Doing so, especially at a time 
when temperatures were below 
freezing, made our streets dan-
gerous to drive down, as that 
snow turned to ice.”

“If you see snow, think twice 
before transporting it to the 
streets and making it someone 
else’s problem,” Vacca added.

There is one exception, how-
ever. According to CB 9, if the 
temperature is 32 degrees fahr-
enheit or warmer, which will 
melt ice and snow, it is encour-

aged to put snow in the streets. 
Otherwise, it creates a hazard 
for cars and snow plows mak-
ing extra rounds.

“Our community board 
hopes to spread education on 
this issue by teaching others 
about the precautions to take 
after a snowstorm, as well as 
summonsing for those who 
don’t abide,” said chairman 
William Rivera. 

“My advice is that if some-
one has a snow issue on their 
street, they should call 311, doc-
ument and fi le the complaint 
(send with pictures if possible) 
and forward the complaint to 
your community board. Your 
complaint will then be sent to 
the sanitation department,” he 
said.
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COMPLETE MEDICARE-MEDICAID BENEFITS.
$0 COST.
AND THAT’S NOT EVEN THE BEST PART.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE 

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete, 
the CHOICE health plan that combines all 
the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid in 
a single plan. It provides all the services 
and support you need to live safely and 
independently at home – at zero cost to 
you. And here’s the best part: it’s from 
the Visiting Nurse Service of New York.

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
������
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

VNSNY CHOICE
FIDA Complete
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health plan
that combines Medicare and
Medicaid benefi ts for people who
need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York

H8490_AD_MM Approved 12162014
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Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

UPGRADE TO A TERRAIN SLT1 
FOR ONLY $20 MORE PER MONTH! 
INCLUDES: LEATHER, SUNROOF & MUCH MORE! 

*Price(s) include all costs to be paid by consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees & taxes. To qualified buyers. Photos are illustrative
only. Prices may vary. See dealer for details. Offers end 2/28/15. NYCDCA#0927744, DMVFAC#7070432 ©2015 BOCPARTNERS.COM

3211 EAST TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY
SHOWROOM HOURS: MON-THURS:9-8 FRI:9-7 • SAT:9-5 

MILEABUICKGMC.COM

AutoGroup

250Vehicles
In Stock!

Conquest Lease
Cash Available

Milea Welcomes all Costco, Teachers,
and Credit Union Member Discounts!

888.293.8472

Trade Out Of Your Current Lease
Early! Any Make or Model.

Stk#15056, Ttl due $2,709 ($2,015 Down, $99 1st
Payment, $0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k
mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments
$2,376, Residual: $15,993. Price incl $2,820 CCR
& $1,500 GM Conquest if qual. 

$99

2015 BUICK ENCORE

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

Stk#15222, All-Wheel Drive, Ttl due $2,735 ($2,015 Down, $125 1st Pymnt, $0
Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee)+tax. 10k mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl pymnts
$2,736, Residual: $22,596. Price incl $2,140 CCR & $1,500 GM Conquest if qual.

$125

2015 GMC TERRAIN SLE2 AWD

Stk#15229, Ttl due $2,839 ($2,015 Down, $229 1st
Payment, $0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k
mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments
$8,931, Residual: $22,509. Price incl $950 CCR &
$1,500 GM Conquest if qual. 

$229

2015 GMC ACADIA SLE AWD

Stk#15021b, Ttl due $2,779 ($2,015 Down, $169
1st Payment, $0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax.
10k mi/yr, excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl pay-
ments $4,056, Residual: $16,484. Price incl $300
CCR & $1,500 GM Conquest if qual. 

$169

2015 BUICK VERANO

In Stock & Available For Immediate Delivery

ALL-NEW 2015 GMC CANYON

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

SAVINGS EVENT!
PRESIDENTIAL

EXTENDED!

�
�
�
The New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) is inviting developers to submit 
proposals for a new construction project in the Mott Haven section of the Bronx. 
 

The Request for Proposals (RFP) will be available starting February 17, 2015 on HPD’s website 
(www.nyc.gov/hpd).  Respondents can download the RFP at no charge and must register online to receive any 
updates or additional communications regarding the RFP. 
 

A pre-submission conference will be held at HPD, 100 Gold Street, 1R, New York, NY on March 4, 2015 at 10:00 
a.m.  Interested organizations are strongly encouraged to attend the conference.  If you are planning on attending 
the conference, please RSVP at the email address below.  People with disabilities requiring special accommoda-
tions to attend the pre-submission conference should contact 
Eunice Suh at the email address below.  
 

All proposals are due in hand no later than 4:00 p.m. on May 22, 2015.  Detailed instructions are provided in the RFP.   
 

All communications must be IN WRITING to: 
 

Eunice Suh  
NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development 
Office of Neighborhood Strategies 
100 Gold Street, Room 9G-4 
New York, NY 10038      
 

StAnnsRFP@hpd.nyc.gov 
 

��������	
����
�
���
Affordable Housing Development Opportunity in the Mott Haven neighborhood of the Bronx 

�
                                         �����������	�
����
��

Alicia Glen 
Deputy Mayor for Housing and Economic Development 

�����������������
���		�
���������

42nd PCT.
Tuesday, Feb. 10, 6:30 a.m. – A 28-year-

old male was staying at the Days Inn located 
at 997 Brook Avenue when the suspect invit-
ed him to stay in his room. The victim accept-
ed and fell asleep. When the victim awoke the 
suspect was standing over him, armed with a 
knife. The suspect then tied the victim’s hands 
and legs and removed his cell phone, credit 
cards as well as an undetermined amount of 
money.

44th PCT.
Monday, Feb. 9, 4:30 a.m. – Inside of 

the Webster Live Chicken Restaurant located 
at 1167 Webster Avenue, a suspect illegally 
entered the location through a hole in the roof 
and removed approximately $4,000 and a 
Toshiba Laptop before he fl ed on foot.

46th PCT.
Sunday, Feb. 8, 11:00 a.m. – A victim 

was entering his apartment in the Fordham 
section when the suspect approached him 
and forcibly removed his wallet containing an 
undetermined amount of money. The suspect 

then fl ed the scene. There were no reported 
injuries.

50th PCT.
Saturday, Feb. 14,  4:50 a.m. — Inside 

2701 Sedgwick Avenue (Sedgwick Deli/Gro-
cery Store), a male suspect had a verbal dis-
pute with a 48-year-old male victim. The sus-
pect then punched the victim causing a small 
laceration to his left eye. The suspect then 
fl ed westbound on Kingsbridge Avenue. The 
victim was removed to North Central Bronx 
Hospital in stable condition for minor injuries.

52nd PCT.
Sunday, Feb. 15,  3:32 a.m. — Police re-

sponded to a 911 call of a fi re inside of 2874 
Grand Concourse. Upon arrival, responding 
offi cers were met by FDNY personnel who in-
formed them that upon extinguishment of the 
fi re they discovered a 78-year-old female un-
conscious and unresponsive inside the kitch-
en of an apartment on the 3rd fl oor. EMS also 
responded to the location and pronounced the 
female DOA at the scene. There were no other 
reported injuries or displaced persons. The in-
vestigation is ongoing. 
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www.nea.org/readacross.

www.huntingtonhelps.
com.

www.huntington-
franchise.com.

A
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Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
Around Town: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
published. All announcements must be mailed 
to the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 East Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465,  before the Friday 
preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
Community Calendar: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups 
can have their special event dates announced free 
of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
Friday preceding publication.
Subscription Rates: Yearly subscriptions are 
$15.00; 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. 
Out of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
Change Of Address: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accom-
panied by the mailing label from your newspaper 
showing complete name, address and subscription 
number (top left corner).

Copyright © 2015 by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper 
nor any part thereof may be reproduced, copied or 
transmitted in any form, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, microfi lming, recording 
or by an information retrieval system without 
the express written permission of the publisher. 
This copyright is extended to the design  and 
text created for advertisements. Reproduction 
of said advertisement or any part thereof without 
the express written permission of Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc. is strictly prohibited.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Bill will save 

livery business
Dear editor,
At a recent City Council 

Transportation Committee 
hearing, a bill was introduced 
to mandate an agreement be-
tween livery bases when one 
base wishes to use drivers 
from another base. Passing 
this bill would protect con-
sumers and small livery bases, 
like ours, that serve neighbor-
hoods not served by taxis and 
green cabs.  Unfortunately, the 
Taxi and Limousine Commis-
sion, the city agency charged 
with regulating the transpor-
tation

industry, is on the wrong 
side of this issue. 

At the hearing, the TLC 
Commissioner stated “some 
smaller bases do not always 
have enough business to o     
cupy their affi liated drivers or 
even enough market power to 
enter into an agreement with 
another base that has terms 
friendly enough for smaller 
bases to accept them and re-
main profi table.”

It’s true that we do not al-

ways have enough business to 
occupy drivers, but contrary 
to the TLC’s interpretation, 
that’s precisely why our small 
bases need these base agree-
ments, particularly with the 
bigger bases.

Bases look to dispatch driv-
ers from other bases because 
they need additional drivers 
to fulfi ll their customer ser-
vice requests. Base agree-
ments protect our small busi-
nesses by helping us maintain 
our driver pool to service our 
customers and allow other 
bases to dispatch our drivers 
when we don’t have enough 
work for them, thereby maxi-
mizing drivers’ incomes. 

Without base agreements, 
other companies will dispatch 
our affi liated drivers anytime 
they want, leaving our cus-
tomers stranded. The bottom 
line is that if a base wishes to 
dispatch to our drivers, then 
that base should have no prob-
lem entering into an agree-
ment with us.

The TLC’s argument about 
‘Market Power’ is also base-
less! These agreements are 
precisely the mechanism to 
keep us on equal footing, pre-

Pastor over
collects

Dear editor,
It seems to be a weekly thing 

that the pastor of St. Frances 
de Chantal Church has a sec-
ond collection. . It seems there 
are at least three collections a 
month. Maybe he’s saving the 
second collections to purchase 
a boat for the summer named 
‘2nd Collection’ .   

Daniel E. Boyle

City spending
heaps on ads

Deare editor,
How much money is the 

NYC Department of Education 
wasting every time they take 
out multi page ads in daily and 
weekly newspapers for ‘The 
latest news from the NYC De-
partment of Education Public 
School Press’?  

These dollars would be bet-
ter spend educating children 
than promoting Mayor Bill 
de Blasio and Chancellor Car-
men Farifi a.

Drip, drip, drip, watch your 
tax dollars go down the drain. 

Have you also seen all the 
‘Don’t Let Tax, Water, Or Re-
pair Charges Come Between 
You and Your Property’ full 
page ads in your daily and 
weekly neighborhood newspa-
pers? 

Even worse was the 116-
page recent supplement list-
ing line by line the name of ev-
ery New Yorker who owes real 
estate tax, water sewer, emer-
gency repair or other property 
- related charges ‘The City of 
New York may sell a lien on 
your property’ advertisement. 
Is this the best way the NYC 
Departments of Finance, En-
vironmental Protection along 
with Housing Preservation 
and Development can spend 
taxpayers dollars?

Why can’t all three agen-
cies compare their respective 
lists of people who owe money 
with those fi ling city and state 
tax returns? Surely the tech-
nology exists to place a lien on 
any tax refunds? 

You could also extend cit-
izens the courtesy of a tele-
phone call or letter or e-mail 
informing them of their over-
due obligations,

Larry Penner

Dear editor,
The American Turners 

New York will have their 
yearly Halenfest children’s 
gymnastic competition on 
Sunday, March 1, at 10 a.m.

Classes are held on Tues-
days and Thursdays. 

Children classes include 
from Mommy & Me to ages 10-
12 in non-competitive progams 
in a parent- friendly format.

American Turners of New 
York is located at   748 Clar-
ence Avenue.

For further information 
and for the next class sched-
ules call (718) 829-4200.

John Maloni

Gymnastic
competition

venting big bases from tak-
ing our drivers whenever they 
want or need.

All this begs the question: 
why does the TLC make these 
arguments? Is it to protect the 
interest of, and maintain or-
der in the industry? Or is it to 
make it easier for venture cap-
ital companies such as Uber 
and Lyft to poach our drivers?

I have run a base that ser-
vices consumers in the Bronx 
for more than three years. 
Since they entered the mar-
ketplace, Uber and Lyft have 
systematically poached our 
drivers, making it impossible 
for us to honor commitments 
to our customers and protect 
our small businesses, which 
are struggling to stay afl oat.

So, why should the average 
person care about this?  Be-
cause if companies like Uber 
and Lyft put us out of busi-
ness, everyone will have to 
pay their higher prices for car 
service.

Here’s the truth: for 30 
years, the TLC has allowed 
base agreements to exist.  It 
was only after Lyft and Uber 
came to the market that the 
TLC took up the issue of base 
agreements to the benefi t of 
the app companies and the 
detriment of our bases and 
customers.  

If the TLC had bothered 
to consult with us or with the 
Livery Roundtable, the in-
dustry group that represents 
the interest of the livery in-
dustry, there may have been 
a different outcome. But they 
didn’t. And so that is why it is 
our hope that the City Coun-
cil passes the base agreement 
bill.

Jose Viloria

owner, 

Elegante Car Service
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Building Successful Relationships in the Bronx

Defining The Difference

Left to right: Michael LaSalle, VP; Rebecca Polanco, First VP; David Isaac, VP and Denise Rodriguez, Assistant VP

We are…

 Lending
 Competitive
 Customer Focused

Rebecca Polanco 
First VP & Bronx Area Manager |  (347) 706-3312

www.hudsonvalleybank.com
“We are here for your business.”

 
Member FDIC

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A stalled combined sanitary 

and storm sewer project is back 
on track after a delay caused by 
oversized boulders. 

Excavation equipment be-
gan digging up Waterbury Av-
enue and laying pipe this week 
after a change order was issued 
by the city for the delayed sewer 
line in Country Club. The work 
is part of a larger water main 
and sewer replacement that is 
otherwise complete. 

The discovery of the rocks, 
some as large as  a small car, on 
several blocks on and near Wa-
terbury Avenue, increased the 
job’s cost. 

Instead of boring a tunnel 
under the street surface and 
slipping the pipe through, as 
was originally planned, the 
contractor has instead used 
‘open excavation’ - a pit dug 
in the street - to install the 
new sewer lines, said Robert 
DeTiberiis, Country Club Civic 
Association Public Improve-
ment Committee chairman.

“Numerous boulders have 
been encountered already, 
and they would have hindered 
the tunneling operation,” said 
DeTiberiis, whose occupation 

Stalled Country Club water main back on track
is a construction superinten-
dent. “I know it is an inconve-
nience, but most of the people 
I have spoken to are relatively 
satisfi ed.” 

Under normal circum-
stances, boring underground 
would be quicker, but in this 
case, the city made the right 
construction decision because 
many boulders were encoun-
tered, and more might be there, 
he said. 

The construction work, 
originally scheduled to be com-
pleted in the fall of 2014, is cur-
rently taking place on Water-
bury Avenue between Stadium 
and Wilcox avenues. 

Community Board 10 dis-
trict manager Kenneth Kearns 
said that there will be some ad-
ditional inconvenience during 
the new operation. 

“They (the Department of 
Design and Construction) said 
that they did a lot of outreach in 
posting this to the homeowners 
so they would move their cars,” 
he said. 

CCCA president Michael 
McNerney said that so far his 
organization has not heard any 
complaints on this part of the 
work. 

“Yes, the work is an incon-
venience, but we are glad to 
see it underway,” the president 
said, adding “we are hoping 
that it is wrapped up as soon as 
possible.” 

Senator Jeff Klein weighed 
in the matter as well, calling 

Work crews lift a portion of the new sewer main on Waterbury Avenue. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

for the project to be completed 
sooner rather than later. 

“After many months of de-
lays and far too many stops 
and starts, I am happy that the 
construction on Waterbury 
Avenue will begin again this 
week,” the senator said, adding 

“the sewer system in Country 
Club has been a long-standing 
issue and I stand with the com-
munity in seeking the expe-
dited completion of this project 
with the least inconvenience to 
the residents.”
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

THE CHECKING ACCOUNT
YOU DESERVE IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL
BRANCH TODAY.

We’re committed to helping you on your way to a brighter future with:
Convenient Neighborhood Locations  |  Low Minimum Balance  |  Free Mobile Banking

Account terms may vary. Visit a branch for details. Offered by Capital One,® N.A., Member FDIC. © 2014 Capital One. All rights reserved.
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Heart Disease: Awareness and Prevention

Monday, February 23, 2015 | 1:30 pm
Family Health Center, Reception Area  
Montefiore Medical Group, Family Health Center  
360 E.193rd Street, Bronx, New York 10458

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 | 11:30 am
Comprehensive Family Care Center (CFCC), Reception Area 
Montefiore Medical Group, Comprehensive Family Care Center 
1621 Eastchester Road, Bronx, New York 10475

Thursday, February 26, 2015 | 1:30 pm 
Family Health Center, Reception Area 
Montefiore Medical Group, Family Health Center  
360 E. 193rd Street, Bronx, New York 10458

Thursday, February 26, 2015 | 6:00–7:30 pm
Foreign Language Academy of Global Studies High School 
470 Jackson Avenue, Bronx, New York 10455

Celebrate Heart Month Health Fair 

Tuesday, February 24, 2015 | Noon–4:00 pm
The Mall at Bay Plaza 
200 Baychester Avenue, Bronx, New York, 10475

Eating for a Healthy Heart Series –  
Lectures & Food Demos 

Friday, February 20, 2015 | 10:00 am
Castle Hill Family Practice, Reception Area 
Montefiore Medical Group, Castle Hill Family Practice 
2175 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, New York 10462

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 | 11:30 am
Greene Medical Arts Pavilion, 8th Floor 
Moses Campus 
3400 Bainbridge Avenue, Bronx, New York 10467

Wednesday, February 25, 2015 | 2:00 pm
Bartow Avenue Office, Reception Area 
Montefiore Medical Group, Co-op City (Bay Plaza) 
2100 Bartow Avenue, Bronx, New York 10475

Montefiore Einstein
Center for Heart & Vascular Care

A Healthy Heart Starts with You
Throughout the month of February, Montefiore Einstein Center for Heart and Vascular Care will offer free 
educational lectures, healthy eating demonstrations and screenings to check your blood pressure, blood sugar 
and cholesterol levels. Protect your heart from disease, and learn how to take better care of yourself.

If you are interested in attending a heart month event, simply show up to the event. To download the 2015 
calendar with our heart care locations, for the latest information on other events, or to find out more about 
Heart Month at Montefiore, please visit www.montefiore.org/HeartMonth.

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx Children’s Mu-

seum is on track to open its 
physical location in 2017—if 
city offi cials can come up with 
the necessary funds in this 
year’s budget.

The museum, which cur-
rently brings cultural and 
educational programming to 
students across the borough, 
has been working for years 
to open its Kids’ Powerhouse 
Discovery Center at a former 
electric substation building 
in Mill Pond Park, near Yan-
kee Stadium.

The center will be a pri-
vate-public partnership, said 
museum executive director 
Carla Precht. The city will 
renovate the building and 
continue to own the property, 
while the museum will occupy 
a portion of it and fund the ex-
hibits and programming.

NYC Parks Department 
will occupy the fi rst level.

After years of formalizing 
this partnership, there are 
fi nally schematics and a de-
tailed budget for the project.

“That means you’re in the 
ball game,” said Precht about 

Children’s museum to open in 2017
the process.

The project is now ready to 
move forward with construc-
tion, as soon as the rest of the 
funds are secured in the city 
budget. Precht is hoping that 
will happen in this year’s bud-
get cycle.

“It’s the most critical mo-
ment,” Precht said about the 
project.

Currently, about $5.8 mil-
lion of city funds have been 
allocated for the project, said 
Precht. Another $3.7 million 
is needed.

“It’s not an easy task,” said 
Precht. “Everybody has to get 
on board.”

Meanwhile, the museum 
has raised about $2.2 million 
in private money for the ex-
hibits and programming.

One of those exhibits will 
be about rivers, to educate 
kids on the waterways that 
infl uence their borough. Kids 
checking out the exhibit will 
be able to look directly out the 
window to the Harlem River, 
said Precht.

The discovery center will 
also feature an exhibit on the 
nearby High Bridge, which 

will be reopened to pedestri-
ans later this year.

Both exhibits have been 
offered in a modifi ed form on 
the Bronx Children Museum’s 
mobile bus, which has visited 
more than 100 schools and 
community centers over the 
past four years. The museum 
brought a variety of program-
ming, including arts educa-
tion, to more than 12,000 peo-

ple just last year.
Because of this, the mu-

seum has an established re-
lationship with Bronx neigh-
borhoods.

“Even though we don’t 
have a building, people recog-
nize us,” said Precht.

She’s excited to expand 
the museum’s offerings while 
maintaining close ties to the 
community.

“Our main goal is to create 
a cultural and educational in-
stitution,” she said. “We’ll al-
ways be a museum with and 
without walls.”

The museum, which was 
founded almost 10 years ago, 
aims to create a place for fun 
learning for kids ages one 
through nine. There are lim-
ited options within the Bronx, 
the only comparable place be-
ing the Bronx Zoo, said Pre-
cht. 

The targeted age group ex-
cels at interactive learning, 
she said, and the museum 
wants to create a space where 
kids are empowered and in-
spired.

“The love of learning hap-
pens at a very early age,” said 
Precht.

But for that vision to be-
come a reality, the fi nal hur-
dle of funding needs to be 
cleared.

“We need our local elected 
offi cials and the mayor to un-
derstand how important this 
museum is,” said Precht. 
“This is the kind of commu-
nity-based cultural institution 
the city needs and deserves.”

A decommissioned powerhouse building, now located in Mill Pond Park, 
is slated to become the Bronx Children’s Museum’s future Kids’ Power-
house Discovery Center. Photo courtesy of the Bronx Children’s Museum
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Franco & Tony welcome you to their 
new restaurant on Middletown Road.

2815 Middletown Road 
(next door to Frank’s Pizza)

TEL 718.684.2815 FAX 718.597.3331 
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS · WE DELIVER!

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
www.facebook.com/DaFrancoandTonyRistorante 

Da Franco 
& Tony

Ristorante

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Monday–Thursday, 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday, 12–11:00PM

Sunday, 1:00–10:00PM

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Our resturant is available for business meetings or family functions

Prefi x Lunch Menu 

-$18.95-
Monday–Saturday, 12 noon to 4:00PM

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

Fried Calamari  Baked Clams  Mussels Marinara

House Salad  Caesar Salad

Tomato and Mozzarella  Soup

CHOICE OF ENTREE

Penne Vodka  Ravioli Marinara

Rigatoni Broccoli & Sausage  Chicken Parmigiana

Chicken Martini  Lemon Sole  Grilled Salmon

Shrimp Scampi  Shrimp Marinara

Veal Marsala  Veal Milanese with Salad

CHOICE OF DESSERT

Cheesecake or Tiramisu  Coffee or Tea

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The City Island Nautical Museum 

is joining the effort to save a light-
house located off the shore of  the east 
Bronx. 

Generations of boaters from the 
Bronx have passed by the classic struc-
ture, known as the Stepping Stones 
Lighthouse, at the foot of Eastchester 
Bay and Long Island Sound. 

Now the City Island Historical So-
ciety is assisting in a movement to re-
store the beacon, built in the 1870s, to 
its former glory. 

The CINM will host a fundraiser at 
the museum building, located at 190 
Fordham Street, on Sunday, March 1 
at 2 p.m., raising seed money that will 
hopefully blossom into a full restora-
tion. 

The reception will include speak-
ers, photographs and refreshments. 

“A lot of people on City Island are 
very fond of (the lighthouse), and feel a 
sense of ‘ownership’ of sorts,” said Bar-
bara Dolensek, CINM vice-president, 
adding the boaters pass it on their way 
up and down Eastchester Bay and fi sh-
ermen love the  spot for its excellent eel 
fi shing.

The proceeds of any donations col-
lected will go to a restoration fund spe-
cifi cally for the lighthouse, and mu-
seum offi cials say that the most urgent 
things needed are a new roof on the 
structure and a dock that would facili-
tate repair crews and materials. 

City Island joins effort 
to save classic lighthouse

Three groups on Long Island are 
coordinating the effort, after the Coast 
Guard turned over the site in 2008 to 
the town of North Hempstead, NY on 
the condition that they raise money for 
its restoration. 

A full restoration of the lighthouse 
would cost about $6 million, said Dol-
ensek. 

The community on City Island has 
had a close relationship with the light-
house, said Dolensek. 

“There were people living on it for 
years – the lightkeeper and his family 
– and they basically rode every day to 
Ciy Island to send their kids to school 
and do their shopping,” she said. “So 
City Island has always felt that the 
lighthouse was part of our community, 
and people here are very fond of it.”  

In a letter, Tom Nye, CINM mu-
seum president, stated that the light-
house is signifi cant because it guided 
recreational and commercial marine 
traffi c from the Long Island Sound to 
New York City for generations. 

Even today, he stated, the children 
at P.S. 175, City Island’s public school, 
have a special affi nity for it. 

The CINM is aiding the Great Neck 
Historical Society and the Great Nec 
Park District in their effort to restore 
the historical site. 

Fully tax deductible donations can 
be sent to the Great Neck Historical 
Society, P.O. Box 234483, Great Neck, 
N.Y. 11023. 

The Stepping Stones Lighthouse is in Eastchester Bay between the SUNY Maritime and City 
Island. Photo courtesy of the City Island Nautical Museum
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#1 Studio For The Past 34 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

SPRING CLASSES AND SUMMER PERFORMING ARTS DAY CAMP
Thursday and Friday, February 19th and 20th, 3:00–8:00pm 

Saturday, February 21st, 9:00am–5:00pm 
Monday–Wednesday, February 23rd–25th, 3:00–8:00pm 

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

CLASSES IN:
NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPION 2014!

WE’RE #1 WITH MOMS!

ABT, MTV, 
Broadway and Dance Companies

Only

GET SOCIAL!

VISIT US AT 
ONE OF OUR 
3 LOCATIONS

Nobody Does it Like Fancy Feet!

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Planned construction at the 

intersection of White Plains 
Road and Allerton Avenue has 
merchant groups concerned 
about the detrimental effects of 
water shutoffs on nearby busi-
nesses.

The project is part of the 
city’s ‘Safe routes to transit’ 
initiative, which will extend 
the sidewalks at bus stops un-
der elevated trains so that com-
muters don’t have to wait in be-
tween the traffi c lanes  to board 
a bus.

The merchant groups are 
looking forward to the new 
‘bus bulbs’ which will improve 
safety for residents.

“It’s a hazard,” said Gene 
DeFrancis of the Allerton In-
ternational Merchants Asso-
ciation about the current situ-
ation.

“The project is a good proj-
ect,” said Joe Thompson, ex-
ecutive director of the White 
Plain Road Business Improve-
ment District.

The construction, due to 
start in March, will cause a 

Bus bulbs plan will interrupt 
White Plains Rd. water supply

variety of disruptions at the 
intersection including tempo-
rary relocated bus stops, park-
ing restrictions, partial traffi c 
closures, and times where only 
one entrance to the elevated 
train station will be open.

But the merchant groups 
are not particularly concerned 
with those inconveniences.

“The problem is water,” said 
Thompson.

The construction project 
also includes replacing water 
mains at the site, causing peri-
odic water shutoffs in the im-
mediate area during business 
hours.

At a meeting coordinated by 
Community Board 11 with the 
NYC Department Design and 
Construction, assistant district 
manager John Fratta was told 
there would be a three-week 
window for either side of White 
Plains Road where water could 
be shutoff periodically.

And although the DDC will 
provide notice several days be-
fore a planned water shutoff, 
the businesses don’t know how 
many shutoffs will happen dur-

ing the construction period.
The merchants are particu-

larly concerned about restau-
rants and other businesses that 
require water to be open.

“You could lose a lot of 
money over the three weeks,” 
said Thompson.

And that’s assuming the 
DDC doesn’t encounter unex-
pected problems while replac-
ing the water mains, extending 
the project, said Thompson.

“We’re expecting the worst 
but hoping for the best,” said 
DeFrancis.

Merchants will have an op-
portunity to have their con-
cerns addressed by the contrac-
tor at a meeting next week.

“It is the policy of DDC to be 
good neighbors in those com-
munities experiencing our con-
struction activities,” a DDC 
spokesman said in a statement. 
“To that end we are consulting 
with our contractor on ways to 
lessen the impact on the com-
munity, particularly water 
shutoffs.”

He said the department will 
have a more detailed construc-

tion schedule by the middle of 
March and will keep stakehold-
ers informed.

The meeting for merchants 

will take place at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, February 25 in the 
McDonald’s conference room 
at 2516 White Plains Road.

Planned construction at the intersection of White Plains Road and Al-
lerton Avenue will create ‘bus bulbs,’ extending the sidewalk at bus stops 
so commuters don’t have to wait to board a bus in the middle of traffi c 
lanes. Community News Group / Jaime Williams
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LOSE 20–40 LBS.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS
LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 20–40 LBS.  
LIGHTER LOSE ½ LB. PER DAY.

Lose weight and start looking and feeling as 
beautiful as you are...
BECAUSE OF OUR TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 
Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how would you like 
to lose 30 or more pounds, have 
more energy, feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks of diabetes 
and heart disease and regain 
your health all in next 40 days.

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Visit and see a portion of fresh start HCG video at our website, GOTHAIRLLC.COM

Dr. Albert Graziosa has 
been certified with the 
fresh start hCG diet and 
has led many patients 
to live more happy and 
healthy lives.

BEFORE AFTER

3611A East Tremont Ave. 

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Clean Start hCG Weight Loss Program
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Increased Taxes and Costs + Rent Freeze = Landlords Cannot Repair, 
Improve, Maintain and Preserve Affordable Housing

The de Blasio affordable housing policy hurts poor 
and middle-income families, those most in need of  

affordable housing – as well as landlords of  rent-stabilized 
apartments, the largest providers of  affordable housing.

It’s Time for
New Solutions to 
an Old Problem.

The de Blasio Affordable 
Housing Equation Just 

Doesn’t Add Up.

www.RSANYC.net

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Affordable Housing Policy:
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Contrary to popular belief, 

reading is not just fundamen-
tal, it is also therapeutic. 

‘Standing Down: From 
Warrior to Civilian’ is a new 
reading and discussion series 
for veterans to be held inside 
local libraries and is spon-
sored by the New York Coun-
cil for the Humanities.

The program’s namesake 
is derived from a published 
anthology which contains 
such famous literary works 
including Homer’s ‘Iliad’ as 
well as personal accounts 
from Afghanistan and Iraq 
War veterans. 

Within its 44 selections 
are extensive works of fi ction, 
nonfi ction, poetry, essays, and 
memoirs which strongly reso-
nate with veterans’ past expe-
riences, concerns, and aspira-
tions following their service 
and often arduous transition 
back into civilian life.

‘Standing Down’ was es-
tablished for Talking Service 
which serves the Great Books 
Foundation’s mission to fos-
ter reading and discussion 
programs intended for for-
mer service members, their 
families and friends as well 

Local libraries host discussion series for veterans
as their service providers and 
caretakers.      

A United States Army Na-
tional Guard veteran, Jeremy 
Warneke proudly served his 
country in an Iraq tour from 
May 2003 until July of the fol-
lowing year. 

After his honorable dis-
charge, Warneke attended 
Sarah Lawrence College 
where he received his Bach-
elor of Arts degree. 

A published writer, 
Warneke’s works have ap-
peared in ‘Proud to Be: Writ-
ing by American Warriors’, 
‘Afterwords’, ‘The American 
Legion Magazine’, ‘Scintilla’, 
‘Nine Lines’, ‘Bronx Times Re-
porter’, and ‘Seeing Here Now’ 
among numerous others.

“I’ve been doing writ-
ing workshops since 2009 
and anyone know knows me 
knows that I enjoy talking,” 

Warneke expressed.
Having always possessed a 

passion for reading and writ-
ing, Warneke revealed he was 
exposed to many different 
works which spoke to him as 
a veteran.

Ernest Hemingway’s short 
piece ‘Chapter VII’ which 
serves as a preface to his 
work ‘Soldier’s Home’, is cited 
as Warneke’s favorite.

“It’s only a paragraph long, 
but it really struck a chord 
with me,” he revealed.  

Warneke is the current 
discussion facilitator for the 
series’ Morris Park chapter.

He revealed that Grace 
Tellez-Cardona, Morris Park 
senior librarian, reached out 
him upon discovering ‘Stand-
ing Down’ and he was glad to 
accept this role.

“She kept pushing it and 
I’m really glad that she did,” 
he said. 

This program will be held 
in three Bronx locations: 
Morris Park Library starting 
Monday, March 23; Jerome 
Park Library on Tuesday, 
March, 24; and Bronx Library 
Center on Wednesday, March 
25.

It will also be held in Man-

hattan’s Hamilton Grange Li-
brary on Tuesday, March 3 
and Bloomingdale Library on 
Wednesday, April 15.  

‘Standing Down’ will span 
six sessions beginning next 
month and wraps up in June. 

The series will be held 
from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. every 
other week.

For further information 
and details, either consult 
www.nypl.org or visit your lo-
cal branch. 

The free program is open 
to service members from all 
eras and those who attend 
will receive a free copy of the 
book. 

Civilians are also wel-
comed to attend this pro-
gram.

“Programs like these are 
important because they en-
able veterans to meet one an-
other and it gives these peo-
ple a chance to speak with 
others who share similar ex-
periences,” Adam Capitano, 
NYCH program offi cer ex-
plained.

“It’s designed to help give 
returning veterans a space to 
talk about their experiences, 
their transitions back to ci-
vilian life as well as network 

‘Standing Down: From Warrior to 
Civilian’ is a new discussion series 
geared toward helping veterans 
with their transition back to civil-
ian life.    Photo by Adam Capitano

Veterans always 
have something 
unique to say.
Jeremy Warneke

with other people,” Capitano 
added.

Warneke revealed that in-
terest in the series has been 
growing exponentially.  

“Veterans always have 
something unique to say,” 
Warneke said.
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A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES - CATERING TO GROUPS 20-70

Special Packages Available - Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Captain’s Cabin

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POT, VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

Saturday, February 28th @ 9pm

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

Legends
of Vegas
with Bobby Flowers Premier D.J.
Vittorio (#1 Tom Jones Tribute Artist)
Anthony Farino (#1 Frank Sinatra Tribute Artist)
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2015/2016 Registration

OPEN HOUSE
GRADES NURSERY – 8

Tuesday, March 10th
9am to 11am and 7pm

ext.

Registration applications and further information will be available at the school.
Accredited by the AdvancED Accredited/NCA

If you cannot join us for Open House,
Call for Daily Tours.

St. Lucy School

Universal Pre-K Available

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Two Bronx electeds have 

submitted different plans for 
increasing property tax relief 
for the city’s homeowners and 
renters.

In February, Senator Jeff 
Klein and Councilman James 
Vacca will both be presenting 
different proposals to reduce 
the tax burden on the middle 
class. 

Klein, leader of the Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference, 
intends to provide this relief 
through his three yet to be re-
vealed proposals - by factoring 
in an individual or families’ 
city PIT, or Personal Income 
Tax, by increasing the maxi-
mum benefi t to city renters and 
by increasing the percent of an-
nual rent that is attributed to 
property taxes to up to 20%. 

Under Klein’s plan, more 
than 375,000 additional New 
York City residents would 
likely benefi t than under the 
governor’s proposal.

His IDC plan also seeks to 
create equality among renters 
and homeowners, with the max-
imum benefi t being increased 
from $750 to $2000, while also 
increasing the percent of an-

Klein, Vacca plans offer property tax relief
nual rent that is attributed to 
property taxes to 20% - which 
will meet the general standard 
of housing affordability. 

Currently, a tenant would 
have to pay more than 30% of 
their income in rent to qualify.

For example, under Klein’s 
plan, a renter in New York City 
earning $82,000 annually and 
spending $2,300 per month on 
rent will see a benefi t of $600, 
whereas under the governor’s 
plan, the renter would not re-
ceive any benefi t. 

Also, a homeowner making 
$80,000 annually and spending 
$4,700 on property taxes would 
receive a benefi t of $250. Hom-
eowners would not qualify for 
this benefi t under the gover-
nor’s plan.

“New York City, unlike 
other areas throughout the 
state, has a more diverse tax 
mix but draws from a broader 
range of other taxes to pay for 
local services,” said Klein. “We 
need to provide relief for more 
New York City households in a 
way that refl ects the reality of 
what they are paying for a roof 
over their heads.”

“This plan puts more money 
back in the pockets of renters 

and homeowners with a sensi-
ble, realistic approach tailored 
to the real needs of those who 
live in New York City, creat-
ing a more level playing fi eld 
between the renters and hom-
eowners of NYC,” Klein said.

Vacca’s approach to relieve 
property taxes, which is not yet 
offi cial, is slightly different. 

Currently, Vacca is urging 
the community to check the an-
nual roll of tentative property 
values, which was recently re-
leased by the NYC Department 
of Finance. As part of his plan, 
he strongly suggested that if 
owners believe the value or de-
scription of their property is in-
correct, that they should chal-
lenge the assessment with the 
NYC Tax Commission and De-
partment of Finance.

Vacca also informed the 
community about the Depart-
ment of Finance’s outreach ses-
sions, which educated the com-
munity on these issues and the 
proper precautions to take to 
avoid being a victim of paying 
high taxes as a homeowner or 
a renter.

“We are now in the process 
of, and very close to fi nding 
a resolution for this borough-

wide and citywide situation,” a 
spokesperson from Vacca’s of-
fi ce said. 

“We plan for property own-
ers to test these rebates and we 

are also in offi cial correspon-
dence with the mayor’s and 
speaker’s offi ces about this pro-
posal.”

The above chart illustrates how a NYC homeowner/renter would benefi t 
from Klein’s IDC Plan compared to the governor’s plan. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
35 Years Serving The Community

Formally of Morris Park

CALL THE SPECIALISTS

Midco Accounting Services Inc.                                                                                                                                  
1075 Central Park Avenue                                                                                                                                           

Apple Bank Plaza, Suite 205                                                                                                                                         
Scarsdale, New York  10583                                                                                                                                         

Tel: 914-723 -8500  Fax: 914-723-8576                                                                                                                      
www.midcotax.com                    

Michael J. Di Costanzo Sr.
Tax Consultant
michael@midcotax.com

Michael J. Di Costanzo Jr., CPA
miked@midcotax.com
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The Wicked W
Restaurant & Bar

4029 East Tremont A 0

$14.95

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
SUN-THURS 10

PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT:

WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

The Wicked Wolf

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.

03.16.14 03.16.14

Menu Specials &
 Drink Specials All Day

We Now Have 
Parking In Our New 
Lot!  In The Service 

Station On The 
Corner 

Of Gerber and
East Tremont

Come Celebrate 

The Throggs Neck
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

On Sunday, March 15th
Under Our Big Top Tent... In Our New Parking Lot!

We Will Have Live Music Inside And Outside Of The Wolf....

Music Starts At 10am Featuring

“The Narrow Backs”
& Ireland “The Band”

03.15.15 03.15.15
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 Family Health Center is moving to 1 Fordham Plaza
 More Physicians, Better Care for Your Family

Call 718-933-2400 to make an appointment.

� Providing excellent preventive care for the entire family in new 
    state-of-the-art facilities.

� Treating all major illnesses with additional specialty services. 
    Specializing in chronic conditions, such as diabetes, asthma and HIV.

� Same-day appointments available.

� A member of the Bronx Community Health Network (BCHN); 
    No one is refused care.

�Montefiore Family Health Center
     www.montefiore.org/FHC 

We’re Moving!

NOTABLE PASSINGS

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A former NYPD chaplain 

and church pastor has died.
On Friday, January 16, 

Reverend William G. Kalai-
djian passed away at his home 
in Riverdale, reportedly from 
natural causes. He was 89 
years old.

Kalaidjian, an Armenian-
American who was born on De-
cember 17, 1925 in Nyack, NY, 
attended Nyack High School 
before graduating from Adel-
phi University and the New 
York Theological Seminary.

After serving in the Navy 
during World War 2, Kalai-
djian became the pastor the 
Congregational Church of 
Bedford Park in 1953, where 
he served for 42 years until 

Rev. Kalaidjian, NYPD 
chaplain, passes at 89

1996. 
However, Kalaidjian is 

probably most remembered 
for being the NYPD chaplain, 
a position that he also held for 
42 years, from 1957 to 1998, af-
ter he was a police offi cer in 
Nyack.

Throughout his tenure, 
Kalaidjian was responsible for 
spiritual well being of the po-
lice department and  its police 
offi cers.

Kalaidjian was greatly in-
volved in other organizations 
as well. He was a founding 
member and the executive di-
rector of the New York State 
Shields, president of the Soci-
ety for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Children, a chaplain for 
the Bronx Veterans Hospital 

and a volunteer chaplain for 
the Veterans Administration. 
He was also the president of 
the Bronx Rotary Club from 
1987 to 1988, an organization 
that he was a member of for 
over 50 years.

“The interesting thing 
about William is that he was 
extremely friendly and open 
no matter their race, religion 
or gender,” said Lloyd Ultan, 
from the Bronx County His-
torical Society.

“He was a very intelligent 
and outgoing person,” said 
Virginia Gallagher, who inter-
acted and worked with Kalai-
djian when she served as vice 
president of the Bronx County 
Historical Society. “He was 
great to work with, and I am 

greatly saddened by this loss.”
To those who knew him, 

Kalaidjian was a icon for his 
city and community involve-
ment. To his friends and fam-
ily members, he was so much 
more than that.

“He was the most wonder-
ful person I had ever met,” 
said widow Valerie. “I’m still 
in shock over his loss - I just 
can’t believe he’s gone.”

Kalaidjian’s wake was 

held on Wednesday, January 
21 at the Williams Funeral 
Home, 5628 Broadway, and 
services were held on Thurs-
day, January 22 at St. Philip 
Neri Church, 3031 Grand Con-
course. An interment followed 
the services at Woodlawn 
Cemetery.

Kalaidjian is survived 
by his wife, three sons, fi ve 
grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

Reverend William G. Kalaidjian was a chaplain and a pastor for over 40 
years. Photo courtesy of the Bronx Rotary Club



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 20-26, 2015 25  BTR

We hope you can celebrate with us to make 

this a memorable evening. 

Tickets are $100.00 each, and Journal ads   

Gold $150.00, Full $125.00 and half $75.00  

For Tickets Reservation or Journal Ad Information Contact Dorothy 718-823-0596   
 

Morris Park Community Association 1824 Bronxdale Avenue Bronx, NY 10462 

 
The Morris Park Community Association  

Invites you to Attend our 
41st. Annual Dinner Dance  

At the Marina del Rey  
March 14th, Cocktail at 7:00 PM 

We are Honoring Crescenzo Dicostanzo 
Director of Dormi & Sons Funeral Home, &  

Bronx Military Museum, Active Member of American 
Legion, NAM Knight Tri-boro, and  Rolling Thunder 
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COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
After months of steep dis-

counts, the Mandee store 
in Throggs Neck closed its 
doors, but what will fi ll its 
space is still a mystery.

The women’s clothing 
store occupied a prime cor-
ner at 3860 E. Tremont Av-
enue at the Cross Bronx Ex-
pressway Service Road for 
almost 30 years.

The Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association have 
some concerns about the va-
cancy, said president Stephen 
Kaufman. The association 
has not received any infor-
mation about what the land-
lord’s plans are to re-lease 
the site.

“We’d like a neighbor-
hood-friendly business to 
open,” said Kaufman. “We 
don’t want to see something 
come in and not benefi t the 
community.”

They’re hoping the space 
will be fi lled by a similar re-
tailer, he said, or at the very 
least that the next tenant 
won’t attract a rowdy crowd 
to the neighborhood.

Community Board 10 is 
also hoping that a family-

Future of former Mandee property unclear
friendly business will occupy 
the space, said district man-
ager Ken Kearns, whether its 
a restaurant or another ser-
vice-oriented business.

“Something the commu-
nity could hang its hat on,” 
he said.

But right now the board 
has no idea what business 
might end up there, and they 
don’t have any say in what  fi -
nally does.

“It’s a vast space,” said 
Kearns. “It could be a lot of 
things.”

The 15,000 square foot 
building, with ample park-
ing, is currently listed as 
available for lease on Welco 
Realty’s website. 

The property owner, Jef-
frey Resnick, could not be 
reached.

Before Mandee the prop-
erty was occupied by a Finast 
Supermarket. 

The future of  the Throggs 
Neck Mandee has been up in 
the air for years. 

The store was rumored 
to be closing in 2011, and in 
2013 parent company Big M 
fi led for bankruptcy and was 
acquired by Canadian retail 

company YM Inc.
The outlook for the 

Mandee stores in general  is 
also unclear. A call to the 

other Bronx Mandee location 
at the Bay Plaza Shopping 
Center revealed that it will 
be closing near the end of the 

month.
YM did not respond to in-

quiries before press time.

The future of the former Mandee site on E. Tremont Avenue in Throggs Neck appears to be up in the air once 
again. by Patrick Rocchio

$450 full page - 8.75” x11.5”
$350 1/2 Hor. - 8.75” x 5.69”
$350 1/2 Ver. - 4.3” x 11.5”
$250 1/4 page - 4.3” x 5.69”

Publishing Date:
February 27, 2015

Anniversary Event
March 5, 2015

35th

Every business who advertises in this 35th Anniversary Supplement is

invited to share in the celebration on Thursday, March 5, at the Alley Cat Cafe,

3602 East Tremont Avenue, starting at 6 p.m.

Come and meet the new owners of the Bronx Times Reporter,

Jennifer and Les Goodstein, and other prominent Bronxites.

Join The Celebration
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1 Family. Completely Renovated. 
Stainless steel appliances, garage, and deck.

$430,000.

1 Family House. On a double lot. 
4 bedrooms and 3 baths.

$490,000.

2 Family House. 
On a double lot.

$400,000.

2 Family. Income Basement
apartment and 2 car garage.

$490,000.

2 Family House.

$425,000.

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

Rosana Chirico
Licensed Real Estate Broker

com

RC House Sales Realty Corp.

THROGGS NECK AREA

$1900
3 Bedroom. $1700

$1400.
 3 Bedroom.  $1800

THROGGS NECK 
PELHAM BAY

IN CONTRACT

We have many clients looking for apartment rentals and 
houses for sale Please call for a free market assessment

1 Family House.
Completely Renovated. 

$410,000.

APARTMENTS

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL
Store Front available. 400 square feet - E Tremont Ave & 3rd Ave.

3602 C East Tremont Ave.
Located near the Alley Cat Café.  

Available outside seating in our cozy courtyard. 
Like us on facebook. Www.Facebook.Com/scoopsandbowls

Follow us on instagram. Www.Instagram.Com/scoopsandbowls

LARGE SIZE COFFEE OR TEA, HOT OR ICED FOR $1.00

REAL FRUIT SMOOTHIES FOR JUST $3.50
50¢ 

CASTLE HILL AREA
 2 bedroom. $1300

PELHAM BAY AREA
 Spacious 2 bedroom. $1375

THROGGS NECK’S ONLY ICE CREAM PARLOR!

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING
FAT FREE, NON-DIARY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

SCOOPS & BOWLS ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF
THE AFC RAPID SOCCER LEAGUE.

shout out to the other teams in the division; Today’s Realty, Ann Clair’s Ca-

“THANK YOU COACH 
NELSON!!!”

COME BY SCOOPS & BOWLS
AND CELEBRATE THEIR WIN!! 

We invite all the participants on all teams in all divisions in the 
AFC Rapid Soccer Indoor Tournament to enjoy a Free Mini Cone 

 OFFER EXPIRES 2-16-15

3 bedrooms over
3 bedrooms. Basement. 

$450,000.

SC       PS
BOWLS&
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Patrons of the Westchester 

Square New York Public Li-
brary branch are invited to 
submit their ideas for pro-
gramming and materials to be 
used in the recently planned 
branch building. 

The NYPL will open the 
building, a state-of-the-art 
glass-walled structure next 
to the Huntington Free Li-
brary’s primary building, in 
the Square in 2018. 

NYPL will use commu-
nity input to determine what 
type of programing should be 
offered and what should be 
inside, said offi cials. The in-
formation will be gathered a 
variety of ways, and the NYPL 
is starting early. 

The public is now invited to 
fi ll out an online survey which 
asks their opinions about the 
services they value most. 

Councilman James Vacca 
urges the library-goers to take 
the opportunity.  

“We have had meetings 
that I have participated in al-
ready, and now we want to 
brainstorm with the public 
about ideas that they have 
for programming at the new 

New Square library survey to dictate future uses
branch,” he said. “This is go-
ing to give us a leg up, sort to 
speak, on what we want in the 
library once we get it built.”

He added: “I think this kind 
of outreach is groundbreaking 
– to come out so soon and early 
in the process and engage the 
community.” 

One of the survey’s ques-
tions asks patrons to rate these 
types of attributes: children’s 
programs, adult program-
ming, places to study, and ex-
hibitions and lectures. 

Another question asks us-
ers to rate their need for books 
and periodicals: newspapers 
and magazines, e-books, au-
diobooks, and large print. 

Lisa Sorin, director of the 
Westchester Square Business 
Improvement District, said 
that like Vacca she was im-
pressed by the early outreach 
by the NYPL. 

“The fact that they put out 
the survey speaks to the fact 
that they want this to succeed 
for the entire community,” she 
said, adding “this seems to be 
a very inclusive process.” 

Programs that help people 
learn how to use computers 
are something that could be 

valuable at the branch, she 
said. 

Community Board 10’s 
district manager Kenneth 
Kearns said English as a Sec-
ond Language classes to serve 
the community’s immigrant 
population, citizenship train-
ing and resume writing would 
be good ideas. 

Vacca would like the li-
brary to open on Sunday, be-
cause no east Bronx branch 
currently is. 

The NYPL has set up a ki-

osk at the Westchester Square 
branch where people can take 
the survey and have their 
opinions heard. The branch is 
located at 2521 Glebe Avenue. 
The phone number is (718) 863-
0436. 

Vacca secured about $12 
million in government  funds 
for the new building, which re-
places a former storage build-
ing at the Huntington Free Li-
brary. 

Senator Jeff Klein com-
mented on the NYPL commu-

nity outreach.
“By asking community 

members for their thoughts 
and opinions on the design 
and use of the new library in 
Westchester Square, the New 
York Public Library is ensur-
ing that this new location will 
best serve residents and ap-
peal to people of all ages.,” said 
Klein. “It can be said 100 times 
over that best results are al-
ways achieved whenever pub-
lic projects seek input from 
the local community.”

The new NYPL Westchester Square branch will replace this building. File Photo
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Tri-State Insurance Brokerage
Protecting the Interests of 

Families & Business Owners is 
what we do best.

Serving the Bronx and Tri-State Since 1999

Now serving Westchester with our new offi ce:  277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains, NY 10607

610 Cresent Ave.  Bronx, New York 10458 
BX hours 8-4:30 m-f /  WP hours 9-4 m-f / v 914-607-7799

Business Insurance
Professional Liability
Commercial Insurance
Workers Comp & DBL
Group Health Insurance & 
Dental

Commercial Auto
Personal Auto Insurance
Home Insurance
Life Insurance
Disability & Long Term 
Care Insurance

Frank Kolovic, Broker

Lower the cost of your Commercial Insurance Today!

We Are Proud to Announce That We Can Now Offer

New York Central Mutual

Auto,Home and Commercial Insurance
We Have New Agents On Staff To Serve All Your Insurance Needs...

Give Us A Call And Let us Know...How We Can Help You!

www.TSINSBK.com
718-618-7666

Fort Schuyler House

Come Celebrate Black History Month

The DELFONICS
A pioneering Philadelphia soul group

playing oldies from the 50’s & 60’s

And Some Soul Food

Thursday, February 26, 2015

Meal and a Show

$25 (in advance) $30 (at door) 

Fort Schuyler House 
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GET 50% OFF
WHEN YOU

YOUR LOCAL OFFICES:

Pay us half what you paid 
someone else last year

800-HRBLOCK | HRBLOCK.COM

For personal income tax return preparation fees at participating offices. Offer valid for new clients only. A new client is 
an individual who did not use H&R Block office services to prepare his or her 2013 tax return. Valid receipt for 2013 
tax preparation fees from tax preparer other than H&R Block must be presented prior to completion of initial tax office 
interview. Subject to $75 minimum charge. May not be combined with other offers. No cash value. Offer period: Feb. 
15-March 15, 2015. OBTP#B13696 © 2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

Se Habla Espanol

SWITCH TO BLOCK.

Pay us half what yo
som one el eROOF

BLOCK | HRBLOCK.COM

reparation fees at participating offices. Offer valid for new clients on
R Block office services to prepare his or her 2013 tax return. Valid r

b t d i t

St. Roch’s parishioners are taking 
a stand to save their 116 year old parish 
with prayer.  Last month, the parish-
ioners of St. Roch’s launched a prayer 
mission to bring a positive solution to 
the Archdiocese’s “Making All Things 
New” church closure announcement 
with a prayer vigil.  Over the decades, 
St. Roch’s has experienced many chal-
lenges to keep their church alive.  The 
ethnic change of the local community 
over the years has been their largest 
challenge and why a Spanish speaking 
church continues to be so important 
now.  Through hard work and deter-
mination, the church fl ourished in the 
1960’s through the present.  Now the pa-
rishioners are confronting their great-
est challenge against the NYC Archdi-
ocese’s decision to close their church.  
Instead of the parishioners focusing 
on their community during a time 
when technology and social media are 
keeping young people from paying at-
tention to their religious heritage, pa-
rishioners are having to spend their 
time trying to convince the members 
of the Making All Things New com-
mittee to reverse their decision.

On Sunday February 22, at noon, 
St. Roch’s Church, located at 525 Wales 
Avenue and 149th Street, will hold a ro-
sary service to pray for their spiritual 
survival.  Current and former parish-
ioners uniting for a prayerful resolu-
tion.

* * *

Calvary Hospital has announced 
that Jim O’Hara has joined the Board 
of Directors for the Calvary Fund, 
which directs all fundraising efforts 
in support of the hospital’s unique and 
historic mission.

“Having board members with 
a strong commitment to Calvary’s 
unique mission is essential to our fu-
ture success,” said Carlos M. Hernan-
dez, chairman, Calvary Fund Board of 
Directors. “We are confi dent that Jim’s 
broad business experience will help us 
increase the breadth and depth of our 
outreach on the important work that 
Calvary does every day.”

O’Hara is a seasoned executive 
with three decades of experience in 
fi nance, product and operations man-
agement, leading companies in both 
the for-profi t and non-profi t arenas. In 
2012, he joined the 92nd Street Y, the 
140-year-old world-renowned cultural 
and community center on the Upper 
East Side of Manhattan. Currently, 
he serves as Associate Executive Di-
rector/Chief Financial Offi cer. In less 
than 24 months, Mr. O’Hara has led a 
signifi cant fi nancial turnaround at 
this beloved institution. He has pro-
vided leadership on values-based in-

novations such as Giving Tuesday, 
which was founded and introduced to 
our global community by 92Y.

Previously, O’Hara was a senior 
executive at the Nielsen Company, 
the world’s leading media measure-
ment brand. During his 13-year ten-
ure, Nielsen’s enterprise value in-
creased from $4 billion to $20 billion. 
Mr. O’Hara helped Nielsen success-
fully transition from a public company 
to private equity, and again to public 
company, delivering signifi cant in-
creases in shareholder value.

O’Hara graduated from Long Island 
University with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Accounting and is a Certi-
fi ed Public Accountant. Jim and his 
wife Susan reside in Rockville Centre, 
New York with their three children, 
and are actively involved in St. Agnes 
Cathedral parish and various commu-
nity activities.

* * * 

The Bronx Trolley First Wednes-

day Arts & Culture Tour, a program 
of the Bronx Council on the Arts, rolls 
again on March 4 with an evening of 
exhibitions at BCA’s Longwood Art 
Gallery @ Hostos, Bronx Museum of 
the Arts, Bronx Documentary Center, 
BronxArtSpace, and WallWorks Gal-
lery. Additionally, the Longwood Art 
Gallery will include an interactive 
live drawing activity as an accompani-
ment to its Lady K Fever exhibition, the 
Bronx Museum of the Arts will host a 
New York Armory Arts Week exhibi-
tion and an “Artful Health” activity 
and Pregones Theater presents a free 
7:00pm concert.  Admission to venues 
is free and all are welcome to hop on 
board the trolley and enjoy them.

This exhibition features their 
sculptures, paintings, graffi ti and tex-
tile art. 

Also in the Gallery: Dubbed/ in 
Conversation live drawing – Lady K 
Fever invites participants to join her 
for a dubbed in conversation reading. 

The trolley bell clangs at 5:30, 6:30 
and 7:30 p.m. indicating the trolley’s 
departure from Hostos on its way to 
the evening’s cultural events.

In addition to Longwood Art Gal-
lery @ Hostos, this month’s trolley 
stops and attractions include: Bronx 
Museum of the Arts, Pregones Theater, 
Bronx Documentary Center, Bronx-
ArtSpace,  and WallWorks Gallery.

The Bronx Trolley First Wednes-
day Arts & Culture Tour will return 
on April 1. Visit www.bronxarts.org in 
mid-March for information on April 
1st’s trolley as well as other BCA pro-
grams and activities. 

for additional information call (718) 
931-9500, x33.

Rosary Service at St. Roch’s 
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Advertisement

Never before has any show brought together a mix of action sports into the ring with the amazing Ringling 
Bros. performers! It’s an amazing spectacle of extreme family fun!

FEB. 19–MAR. 1

MAR. 4–8

MAR. 12–15

MAR. 18–22

#RinglingBros
Ringling.com For ticket information, visit Ticketmaster.com

Experience the grace and beauty of Ringling Bros.® menagerie of exotic 
animal acts that can only be found at The Greatest Show on Earth®.

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey searched more than 14 countries for the 
120 performers featured in Circus XTREME.

RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY

®
 PRESENTS CIRCUS XTREME
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From the Edge of Amazing 
to the Edge of Your Seat!

RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY

®
 PRESENTS CIRCUS XTREME

Presents

Ringling.com

 
Presents  will be in the 
New York Metro area for five weeks 

beginning February 19. For ticket 
information, visit Ticketmaster.com
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LIU Brooklyn Sits in the Media Capital of the World

COVER THE 
WORLD AROUND YOU

LIU Brooklyn’s Department of Journalism and Communications Studies emphasizes  
ethics, journalistic inquiry, entrepreneurial skills, and professional practice while a faculty  
of award-winning journalists and media leaders bring their experience and expertise from  
the newsroom into the classroom, preparing students to become leaders in the industry.  
LIU Brooklyn students graduate ready for the fast changing news media ahead of them.

Apply today. 
liu.edu/bkjournalism

Polk Awards
For more than 60 years,  
Long Island University  
has proudly presented  
the George Polk Awards  
in Journalism, the �rst major 
award of its kind to recognize 
reporting across all media.
polkawards.org
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BronxNet and the Bronx Polar Bears hosted the 5th annual Polar Bear Plunge on Saturday, February 14 at Orchard Beach in partnership with 
BronxWorks to benefi t their homeless outreach programs. The Bronx Polar Bear club was joined by cold weather enthusiasts from all over the 
city to take a dip in the 22 degree water.

BRONX POLAR BEARSBRONX POLAR BEARS  
TAKE THE PLUNGETAKE THE PLUNGE

(1) John Weed and Eileen Torres, director of BronxWorks, 
bundled up before they took the plunge. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(2) The Latvian contingent of Baron Brujia (l) and Val-
vis Freimane (r) remained in the water the longest. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

1

2

(3) The Coney Island Polar Bear Club was represent-
ed alongside the Bronx Polar Bears. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(4) Michael Max Knobbe, director of BronxNet, with Bronx Polar 
Bears Liga Freimane(l) and Anna Romanovich. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

3
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Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST LASER TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

FEBRUARY EXTRAVAGANZA!

FEBRUARY 
“PUCKER” 
SPECIAL!

Have your lips fi lled 
and a friend pays ½ price
Free Consultation. Limited Time Offer.

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    
Botox  
Fillers 
 Skin Tightening 
Sclerotherapy
Electrolysis
Hormone Replacement 
Therapy

BEFORE

AFTER

Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

WINTER SPECIAL

$500
OFF

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

Available In Half Trays
and Whole Trays

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

FIND US ON:

Custom Made Hot or Cold 3 - 6 foot Heroes...
All Food Made Fresh On The Premises

Let Us Do The Work For Your Special Occasion!
No Party Too Large!

Appetizers, Sides, Salads, Pastas, Brick Oven Pastas, 
Chicken and Veal Dishes, Eggplant Dishes, Sausage Dish-

es, Seafood Dishes, Desserts...and More...
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Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. presents a Citation of Merit to community activist and 
urban farmer Karen Washington at his annual African-American Heritage Celebration on 
Thursday, February 12. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President Diaz Jr. presents a Citation of Merit to Brooklyn district attorney Ken 
Thompson. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted his annual African-American Heritage Celebra-
tion at the Dreiser Loop Community Center, 177 Dreiser Loop, on Thursday, February 12.\ At 
the event, Diaz honored Brooklyn district attorney Ken Thompson, community activist and 
urban farmer Karen Washington and late community activist Jamaal Bailey who passed in 
2014, for their valuable contributions to the community and the city.

BOROUGH PRESIDENT DIAZ CELEBRATES
AFRICAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE A concert of Valentines Day music took place at Amber Court, 1800 Waring Avenue, on Sat-

urday, February 14. The event included performances of romantic tunes.

VALENTINE’S DAY TUNES AT AMBER COURT 

(l-r) Joy Tamayo, Fleur Barron, John Fernandez and Rogelio Penaverde sang romantic tunes 
for the residents of Amber Court on Valentines Day. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

John Catsimatidis (l) receives his Leaership Award from Joe Ithier. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Bronx Republican Party held their annual gala at Villa Barone Manor on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 12. GOP mayoral contender, supermarket mogul, and radio show host John Catsima-
tidis received the organization’s annual Leadership Award at dinner. 

BRONX GOP HOLDS ANNUAL GALA 

Alumni from St. Helena Busi-
ness School enjoyed lunch re-
cently with one of their former 
teachers, Sr. Jean Thomas. The 
group discussed plans to host a 
St. Helena Business and Com-
mercial School reunion in May 
on the campus of Monsignor 
Scanlan High School. 

BUSINESS SCHOOL REUNION DISCUSSED

A group of graduates from the 1960s and their teacher: (standing, l-r): Kevin O’Kane, ÐRobert 
Louttit, Roy Casse, (sitting, l-r) Robert Spinnicchia, Fred Diehl, Sr. Thomas, and James Ap-
pollo. Photo courtesy of Monsignor Scanlan High School
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CROSBY PET CENTER

MON-FRI 

WWW.CROSBYPETCENTER.NET

CROSBY PET CENTER

$

CROSBY PET CENTER

ANY STORE PURCHASE

CROSBY PET CENTER

$
ANY PUPPY PURCHASE

Tropical Fish
and

Fish Tanks

We do

and

 
 

$

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*
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Partygoers enjoyed dancing at the dinner. Photo by Edwin Soto

Albanianamerican.org and Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj hosted a Valentine’s Day cel-
ebration on Saturday, February 14 at Mae-
stro’s. The event featured singers who are 
well-known to the Albanian-American com-
munity. The proceeds raised from ticket 
sales for the fun-fi lled evening will go to sup-
port a Kosova independence celebration.

ALBANIAN
VALENTINE’S DAY

CELEBRATION

Ava Shkreli, 9, with Kassandra Maldonado at 
the event. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

NBA FIT held a Clinic & Court Dedication at P.S. 87, 1935 Bussing Avenue on Friday, February 
13. The event, which saw the NBA donate a basketball court to the school and lead students 
through an afternoon of physical activities, was attended by Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr., as well as current NBA player LaMarcus Aldridge and retired NBA player Felipe Lopez.

NBA FIT VISITS P.S. 87

(l-r) NBA player LaMarcus Aldridge, student Latchman Rameshwar, Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr. and retired NBA player Felipe Lopez. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

On Saturday, February 14, Providence Rest 
held a Valentine’s Day Celebration inside 
their auditorium for the residents and their 
family and friends.

PROVIDENCE REST
VALENTINE’S
CELEBRATION

Sultry singer and song bird, Flo Michaels, 
serenades the crowd. Photo by Miriam Quin

Councilman Andy King recognized the Williamsbridge branch of the NAACP at the organiza-
tion’s headquarters at 680 E. 219th Street in honor of Black History Month on Thursday, 
February 12.  The event included participating in the 12th District Operation Cleaner Streets 
Program, which involved cleaning up in vicinity of the branch’s Early Childhood Education 
Center. King also presented a NYC Council Proclamation to NAACP’s Williamsbridge branch 
president Julian McDavid.

COUNCILMAN KING HONORS NAACP

Councilman Andy King, Julian McDavid, president of NAACP, Williamsbridge branch and chil-
dren from the local NAACP chapter. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Neva Shillingford-King, executive vice president of NAACP, Williamsbridge branch, Ju-
lian McDavid, president of NAACP, Williamsbridge branch, Phyllis Booth, secretary of NAACP, 
Williamsbridge branch and Katelyn McIntosh. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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SECURITY DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERYWe Now Accept WIC
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Scout master Charles Johnson, Eagle Scout Austin Rivera and Sandy Rivera. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Parishioners of Our Lady of Assumption in Pelham Bay gathered after church on Sunday, 
February 15 to dedicate a new fl agpole and memorial garden in honor of parishioners who 
have served the country.  Scout Victor Austin Ramos from Troop 145 raised money for the 
new fl agpole from local businesses and parishioners as part of his Eagle Scout project. 
Ramos is the 205th Eagle Scout in OLA Troop 145’s 91-year history.

SCOUT DONATES NEW OLA FLAGPOLE 

Bronx Underground, which has put on all-
ages rock music shows for 14 years, hosted 
its last event at the First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck on Friday, February 13.

FINAL BRONX UNDERGROUND SHOW

(Above) The band, A Moment’s Worth, cele-
brates at the end of their set with the crowd 
and Bronx Underground founders. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Bronx Underground founders Anita Colby(l-
r), Adam Flacher and Dave Rose enjoy A Mo-
ment’s Worth bassist Johnny Endico’s solo. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Young scholars dressed up as seniors to mark the 100th day of the school year. 
 Photo courtesy of the Success Academy

Young students at Success Academy celebrated the 100th day of the school year by pre-
tending to be 100 years old. They donned fake beards, white wigs, glasses and canes and 
posed for pictures as much older versions of themselves The students also got a kick out of 
their teachers dressing up with them.

100 YEARS OLD FOR A DAY

On Friday, February 13, the RAIN Nereid Center located in Wakefi eld held a Valentine’s Day 
Celebration for its residents and for seniors from 12 other centers located throughout the 
borough. The seniors wore red as they enjoyed the day’s events, which ended with raffl es.  

RAIN VALENTINE’S DAY CELEBRATION 

Luciel Boles-Wilson (l) and Virginia Sanders had a great time at RAIN Nereid Center’s Valen-
tine’s Day Celebration. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Bronx Park East 
Community Association news

‘Just Nuts’ will 
perform at Empire 

City Casino Feb. 28th
Vic Saab and ‘Just Nuts’, the ul-

timate dance band, will be perform-
ing at Empire City Casino, Good 
Time Room, 810 Yonkers Avenue, 
Yonkers, New York, on Saturday, 
February 28, from 7 to 11 p.m. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m.

The freestyle Disco Night will in-
clude the greatest music of the ‘70s 
and the ‘80s.

Admission of $25 per person 

includes a Disco Dinner Buffet, 
dance lessons at 7:30 p.m., free gen-
eral parking, round table seating 
and a cash bar.

Sign up as a Empire Casino 
member and receive $20 free play; 
existing members receive $5 in 
play.

Call (914) 773-7773, or email 
dance@westchesterballroom.com 
to reserve seats and tables.

BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER 
AND GRACE LOVAGLIO

Celebrating Black History 

Month!

This past Thursday, February, 
12, Bronx Park East Community As-
sociation, ‘B-PECA’, held its monthly 
community meeting and was  graced 
by the presence of two extraordi-
nary guests. 

Our first guest was Coach Ste-
van Lynn of ‘Deeds Driven Dads’, a 
Bronx non-profit which promotes ac-
tive fatherhood. 

Coach Stevan (retired) is an ex-
ceptional speaker and a great moti-
vator. Lynn is a community activ-
ist on a mission: A mission to get 
fathers engaged in the lives of their 
children! 

As the producer and host of 
‘Dare2Dream: A Father’s Guide to 
Success’ on Bronxnet, Lynn dares to 
reach out to those fathers who have 
lost their way. He dares them to re-
member what it felt like to become a 
father and to see their child for the 
first time. 

He dares them to remember their 
dream of being a good and active fa-
ther. He dares them to get engaged, 
no matter what the odds are against 
them. And he dares them to recap-
ture their dream of reconnecting 
with their children in a positive 
way!

An athletic standout in high 
school, Coach Lynn attended North 
Carolina A&T State University on a 
football scholarship where his nat-
ural leadership skills were quickly 
put to the test as the starting quar-
terback leading his team on the field 
of victory. As fatherhood came early 
and unexpectedly, he found himself 
in the challenge of his life and pri-
orities changed for the promising 
talent.

“Taking on the role of a responsi-
ble father, dedicated to insuring that 
his children have opportunities and 
strength in making their dreams 
come true require: faith..sacrifice..
patience..commitment and uncondi-
tional love. 

These are the keys to success!”  he 
said.

To support or directly contact 
Lynn’s organization, email  nyc-
dare2dream@aol.com or go to their 
website at www.fathers4progress.
org. You can also call his Father-
hood Training Center located at 281 
Burnside Avenue at (718) 299-6500 
ext. 208.

African-American Greats

Our second guest, no stranger to 
B-PECA, was one of our founding 
members, Ralph Dunniehigh.

Dunniehigh, a resident of Brady 
Avenue, has taken an interest in 
highlighting the inspirational 
achievements of African-Americans 
in the United States. In homage to 

the late Morgan Powell and his un-
rivaled knowledge of African Amer-
ican history, B-PECA concluded our 
February meeting with Dunniehigh 
teaching us about notable people of 
African descent.

He told us about their achieve-
ments, and also recited passages 
from Dr. Martin Luther King’s ‘I 
Have a Dream’ speech. For the full 
audio recording of Dunniehigh’s 
presentation, email bxparkeast@
gmail.com.

As you may know, every Feb-
ruary is Black History Month in 
the U.S. Our country still reaps so 
many under-appreciated benefits 
due to the struggles and noble work 
of black women and men such as 
Bunche, Small, Sirleaf, Delany and 
Still, whose accomplishments over 
the past three centuries have made a 
profound impact on our country and 
our world.

“I do not recognize these names”, 
so you say? 

Well, to educate everyone read-
ing this column on the sacrifice of 
notable African Americans, the rest 
of this column will shine the light 
on five black men and women whose 
contributions to society have been 
deep, long-lasting and inspirational.

Robert Smalls

Robert Smalls, (April 5, 1839 – 
Feb. 23, 1915) was an African-Amer-
ican born into slavery in Beaufort, 
South Carolina. However, during 
and after the American Civil War, 
he became a ship’s pilot, sea captain, 
and politician.

Smalls freed himself, his crew 
and their families from slavery on 
May 13, 1862, when he led an upris-
ing aboard a Confederate transport 
ship. Smalls sailed the ship, the CSS 
Planter, from Charleston harbor, all 
the way north to freedom. This feat 
successfully helped persuade Pres-
ident Abraham Lincoln to accept 
African-American soldiers into the 
Union Army.

Later in life, as a politician Smalls 
authored state legislation that gave 
South Carolina the first free and 
compulsory public school system in 
the United States.

Martin Delany

Martin Robison Delany (May 
6, 1812 – Jan. 24, 1885) was an Afri-
can-American abolitionist, journal-
ist, physician and writer. He was 
born free in Charles Town, West 
Virginia,which was then part of Vir-
ginia, a slave state. 

Delany was an outspoken black 
nationalist (arguably the first) and is 
considered by some to be the grand-
father of black nationalism.

He was also one of the first three 
blacks admitted to Harvard Medical 
School. 

Trained as an assistant and a 
physician, Delany treated patients 

during the cholera epidemics of 1833 
and 1854 in Pittsburgh, when many 
doctors and residents fled the city.

William Still

The New York Times acknowl-
edged William Still (October 7, 1821 
– July 14, 1902) as the ‘Father of the 
Underground Railroad’ in his 1902 
obituary. Working tirelessly on the 
Underground Railroad, it’s esti-
mated that Delany helped as many 
as 60 slaves escape to freedom each 
month. 

His most enduring legacy re-
mains the meticulous records he 
kept about Underground Railroad 
activity and, most importantly, the 
fugitive slaves themselves, which 
are all found within his 1872 book, 
‘The Underground Railroad.’

 Later in life, the former slave 
became a wealthy man, leaving be-
tween $750,000 and $1 million upon 
his death.

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf (born Octo-
ber 29, 1938) is the 24th and current 
president of Liberia, the first black 
woman to win a presidential elec-
tion in all of Africa.

She was awarded the 2011 Nobel 
Peace Prize, jointly with Leymah 
Gbowee of Liberia and Tawakel Kar-
man of Yemen, being recognized for 
her “non-violent struggle for the 
safety of women and for women’s 
rights to full participation in peace-
building work.”

Her country, Liberia, was named 
in recognition of its intriguing con-
nection to African slavery, and as 
its president has made leaps and 
bounds in improving the role of 
women in many aspects of Liberian 
society. Even more remarkably, she 
was elected in 2006 having had no 
family connections in politics to al-
low for an easy rise to power!

Ralph Bunche

Finally, Ralph Bunche (August 7, 
1904 – December 9, 1971) was an Afri-
can American political scientist and 
diplomat, as well as an active leader 
in the Civil Rights Movement. Dr. 
Bunche also played an instrumen-
tal role in the formation and ad-

ministration of the United Nations. 
Bunche served as the Assistant to 
the United Nations Special Commit-
tee on Palestine, and thereafter as 
the Principal Secretary of the U.N. 
Palestine Commission.

Most of all, he is noted for his 
contribution towards establishing a 
peace agreement between Israel and 
the Arab states in 1949, when the Ar-
mistice agreements were signed be-
tween these two countries. Bunche 
also had an important role in the 
creation and adoption of the U.N. 
Declaration of Human Rights.

Finally, in 1950, Dr. Bunche was 
awarded a Nobel Peace Prize for his 
mediation in Palestine. He was also 
awarded with the ‘Medal of Free-
dom’ by U.S. President John F. Ken-
nedy in 1963.

Contact & Join B-PECA!

     Bronx Park East Community 
Association is a grassroots organiza-
tion that advocates for the residents 
of the Pelham Parkway and Allerton 
communities.

Our open community meetings 
are held on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month inside the CenterLight build-
ing at 2401 White Plains Road. All 
audio recordings of our meetings 
are available upon request. 

You can contact B-PECA anytime 
by texting or calling (347) 654-7044, 
emailing BxParkEast@gmail.com 
or joining our facebook group at 
www.facebook.com/groups/bxpark-
east. 

Finally, if you wish to support 
this organization’s efforts, you can 
become a member by sending a $20 
(individual) or $25 (family) check 
or money order to: Bronx Park East 
Community Association; 3059 Wil-
liamsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 1046,

All members receive a red ‘Team 
B-PECA’ t-shirt and a subscription 
to this newspaper.

Until next time, remember to 
keep in touch with us about the is-
sues that affect you, and remember 
to appreciate the achievements of 
African Americans that have af-
fected us. 
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 Assemblyman Michael R. 
Benedetto will be sponsoring 
an AARP Driver Safety course 
on Saturday, March 21, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  This course is a 
closed class with AARP.  

Space is limited.  Registra-
tion for this class begins on 
Monday, February 23,  at 9:30 

Benedetto sponsors AARP 
Driver Safety Program

a.m.  No reservations will be 
taken prior to that time!

To reserve a seat, call As-
semblyman Benedetto’s offi ce 
at (718) 892-2235. 

This 6-hour course will re-
fresh your driving knowledge 
with a review of time-tested 
safe driving tips.  Those who 

complete the course will re-
ceive a reduction of approxi-
mately 10 percent from the 
base rate of automobile and 
motorcycle liability premiums 
each year for three years.

The course will be held at 
the Fort Schuyler House, 3077 
Cross Bronx Expressway.  

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
More and more we are hear-

ing about harmful chemicals 
that are invading our homes 
in products we use every day.  
Sometimes the solution is eas-
ier than we think.

Fabric softeners and dryer 
sheets are laden with chemicals 
that are associated with cancer 
risk.  Most contain benzyl ace-
tate which is linked to pancre-
atic cancer, limonene which is 
a carcinogen and chloroform 
which is a neurotoxin.  Deter-
gents that have dyes, bleach, 
fragrances and masking agents 
are harmful as well.

Laundry products that are 
100% biodegradable are saf-
est.  White vinegar works well 
as a laundry detergent and 
benzoyl peroxide can be used 
instead of chlorine bleach.  It 
works great! If you want fra-
grance, use a few drops of es-
sential oil.  Lavender oil is 
particularly good.  Surpris-
ingly, clothes will be softer if 
washed in cold water.

Even if you try to avoid 
them, there’s a very good 
chance that you have toxic 
chemicals in the air in your 
home.  They come from air 
fresheners, scented candles, 
composite faux woods, cabi-
nets, counter tops, molded 
plastics and rugs.  

If you took a health sweep of 
the average house, you’d fi nd 
over 500 chemicals lurking in 
the air.  It’s vital to get them 
out of your home.  Besides be-
ing aware and trying to avoid 
them, you can clean your air 
with greenery.  Top picks for 
removing contaminants like 

benzene, formaldehyde and 
carbon monoxide are rubber 
plants, Boston ferns, peace lil-
ies and philodendrons.  What 
a great solution, health and 
beauty at the same time!

Next Meeting

The fi rst membership meet-
ing of 2015 will be on Thursday, 
March 12 at 7:30 p.m. at P.S. 14.  
If you have not paid your dues, 
you can do so at the meeting.  
Thanks so much to our mem-
bers who not only sent in their 
dues but also included a note.

Easter Egg-stravaganza

Once again the staff at the 
First Lutheran Church is pro-
viding a wonderful space for 
our association to hold a com-
munity event.  They always 
come through for us!

Our Easter Egg-strava-
ganza will be held on Saturday, 
March 28 from 1 to 3 p.m. in 
the yard of the First Lutheran 
Church.  It will be an event for 
children 12 and under.  There 
will be games, prizes and lots 
of fun!  The Easter Bunny will 
be there so  please bring your 
camera so you don’t miss a 
great photo opportunity.

Tree Giveaway

On Saturday, April 18 we 
will have our bi-annual Tree 
Giveaway.  It will be held in 
the yard of the First Lutheran 
Church.  Stay tuned for the de-
tails!

BY LYNN GERBINO
Our winter break is nearly 

at an end. Our next meeting 
will be on Tuesday, March 31, 
a little later this year as there  
are fi ve Tuesdays in March. 
I hope by the time we meet 
there will be sunny skies and 
fl owers blooming. Speakers 
will be announced as soon as 
I have things fi rmed up.  

I have been busy this break 
once again helping to organize 
the Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade, which is coming 
up on Sunday, March 15 at 
noon. I can’t believe that this 
is the 17th years we have been 
working together to bring this 
special event to the commu-
nity. I hope to see you all there! 
The parade seems to signal the 
end of the long winter and the 
beginning of spring.

I also have fi led our re-

quired tax form withe the 
IRS and our banners on East 
Tremont Avenue have the re-
quired permits. We are all in 
order for the time being!

If you have not sent your 
dues in, please do so. You can 
send a $!5 check to : Throggs 
Neck Homeowners Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 25, Throggs 
Neck Startion, Bronx, New 
York 10465. New members 
are welcome...homeowners or 
apartment dwellers.

Don’t forget to ‘like’ us on 
Facebook! I do put up to the 
minute news on our page.   

BY STEVEN GLOSSER 
AND LOUIS G. LUTNICK

On February 10 the Pel-
ham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association had our monthly 
general meeting. Our guest 
were the Honorable Adminis-
trative Judge Robert Torres, 
Honorable Administrative 
Judge Douglas McKeon and 
the Bronx District Attorney 
Robert Johnson. Despite the 
weather we had a very large 
turnout to our meeting.

The judges provided up-
dates on the Bronx Court 
backlogs that had been men-
tioned at a previous meeting. 
They were proud to report 
that they had succeeded in 
reducing the backlog by 65%. 
They acknowledged that de-
spite the progress they still 
had more to do to reduce back-
log levels but were optimistic 
that they will reduce it to ac-
ceptable levels.

One subject that came up 
was bail. As was expressed by 
one of our assembly members 
some people feel that mak-
ing bail low allowed potential 
criminals to go free and pos-
sibly commit more crimes. 
The judges had numerous re-
sponses to this. The fi rst was 
that at the time bail is set the 
person has not been proven 
to have committed the crime 
and therefore has the same 
rights as all individuals. The 
second was that judges legally 
cannot use bail to hold some-
one but must use it to ensure 
a person returns for trial at a 
future date. Lastly, and all the 
judges stressed this, bail is an 
individual decision that each 
judge must make and some-
times they agree with their 
colleagues on what it should 
be and sometimes they don’t. 

The other big subject that 
was discussed was the con-
cept of a grand jury. As many 
are aware grand juries have 
been in the forefront of our 

nation’s conscious over the 
last year because of a few spe-
cifi c incidents.       

People at our meeting were 
mostly concerned with trans-
parency and whether there 
is enough in the Grand Jury 
process. As the judges pointed 
out every state has their own 
laws with regards to grand 
juries and in New York State 
Grand Jury testimonies are 
not disseminated in order to 
protect witnesses. However 
judges are allowed to begin a 
legal process to allow the in-
formation to be disseminated 
to ensure the process was 
done according to the law and 
was not manipulated.

Another subject that came 
up was what the judges and 
the district attorney would 
like to see done to help them 
do their jobs more effi ciently. 
And they all had similar an-
swers which boiled down to a 
bigger budget. As we’ve have 
heard in other meetings from 
state and city offi cials, they 
are being asked to do more 
with less. A bigger budget for 
them would mean more judges 
and staff, more facilities and 
the ability to put money in 
programs that help facilitate 
the legal process.

Other issues that came up 
were cybercrime and how it 
is being prosecuted, stricter 
laws for crimes against the 
elderly and our old favorite 
what is being done to pros-
ecute those who do graffi ti. 
The district attorney spoke 
about all these issues individ-
ually and mentioned he inter-
ested in prosecuting violators 
of all these crimes but must 
work within the confi nes of 

the law. 
We had a few announce-

ments to make. The fi rst is 
that on Thursday, May 28 
the PPNA will have our an-
nual fundraiser at Maestro’s. 
In previous years our fund-
raiser has been a big success 
and is a great way for us to 
give back to our community. 
Stay tuned to the Pelham 
Parkway Neighborhood As-
sociation Facebook page for 
more information including 
contact info, who is being 
honored this year, and prices 
for tickets.

Our second announcement 
involved a clothing drive the 
PPNA is running in conjunc-
tion with the Albanian Amer-
ican Open Hand Association 
Inc., and the Albanian Ameri-
can Women Hope & Peace Or-
ganization in order to help 
individuals in Albania that 
have been affected by the re-
cent natural disasters that 
have taken place there. If you 
have clothes that you would 
like to donate contact: PPNA 
chair Edith Blitzer at (917) 
826-4410, president of AAOHA 
Aleksander Nilaj at (718) 913-
2151 or Mimoza Dajci from the 
Albanian American Women 
Hope & Peace Organization at 
(917) 645-7452. 

The PPNA would like to 
thank everyone who attended 
our meeting. And we would 
like to thank the Honorable 
Administrative Judge Rob-
ert Torres, Honorable Ad-
ministrative Judge Douglas 
McKeon and the Bronx Dis-
trict Attorney Robert John-
son for attending the meet-
ing. It was really insightful 
to hear the judges and the 
DA’s point of view on various 
subjects. As always the next 
PPNA meeting will be the sec-
ond Tuesday of next month 
at Bronx House. We look for-
ward to seeing people from 
the community there.  
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BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO 
Hello all!
Last week I was remiss in not men-

tioning Barbara Corker. Barb was the 
2013-2014 American Legion Department 
of New York New York Auxiliary presi-
dent.

The Auxiliary raised $72,000 for Op-
eration Comfort Warriors. OCW is the 
Legion’s own program to help return-
ing Troops. They donate equipment for 
adaptive sports therapy, basic kitchen 
supplies, recreational outings, etc.

All of the monies collected goes di-
rectly into this program, no admin fees, 
salaries or travel bennies. Great job 
Barbara.

The NYC Veteran Business Work-
shop will take place on Thursday, March 
5, 4:30 p.m. at the NY Marriott Down-
town, 85 West Street, NY, NY. There is 
no cost for vets. All this to provide vets 
with the resources, networking oppor-
tunities and support they deserve to 
start a veteran-owned business.

I don’t often include info of a non vet 
event, but this has to do with kids and 
kids are OK, old people are annoying 
and the kids in question are St. Jude 
kids. 

There will be a Venison Dinner on 
Sunday, February 22 from 2 to 6 p.m. 
at the Good To Go Restaurant and Ca-
tering Hall on Eastchester Road. It is 
Sponsored by SCD Construction Com-
pany. The cost is $80 per person. Every 
cent goes to St. Jude’s Children Hospital 

in the name of Dianemarie Regabuto, 
granddaughter of a personal friend, 
John Monsolino. I cleared this with my 
daughter, Rosemarie Franchii a long 
time fundraiser for St. Jude’s. For fur-
ther information, call John at (646) 489-
7199.

Trivia Time!!
You think there is snow out there 

now, well back on February 12, 2006, 
NYC was hit with 26.9 inches. That’s 
snow.

Bruno Hauptmann was found guilty 
on February 13, 1935. Come on, he was 
the kidnapper of the Lindbergh  baby.

The Valentine’s Day Massacre went 
down on February 14, 1929.

The U. S. S. Maine was sunk on Feb-
ruary 15,1898. Remember that?

Jefferson Davies became President 
of the Confederacy on February 18, 
1861.

The next day in 1847, the Donner 
Party was rescued.

February 19, 1912 saw the fi rst prize 
included in a box of Crackerjacks.

Keep the troops in your prayers, hug 
a vet and God bless.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Important- please note - our 3rd Sun-

day meeting at the Turner Club will be 
on Sunday. March 22 and not the usual 
3rd Sunday so we can all participate in 
the St. Patricks Day Parade on the 15th, 
stepping off at noon at E.Tremont and 
Lafayette avenues. 

Thanks to Gene DeFrancis and the 
Allerton Ave Merchants Association 
for the donation of socks for our troops.  
Thanks to Lou Rocco of Westchester 
Square Civic Association for the gross 
of pens and Catherine Cross of Gold 
Star Mothers for the greeting cards, 
both to be utilized in the Engeldrum 
Support the Troops project.

Speaking of supporting our troops, 
there will be an annual Support the 
Troops Bingo on Friday. March 27 from 
7 to 9:30 p.m. courtesy of the Sam Young 
Post 620.  Lots of fun and prizes but no 
door sales, advance admission ticket 
sales are only $5.  For a ticket or to re-
serve a table contact Past Commander 
Colleen at (718) 931-6916 - until they all 
come home! (Note: to improve commu-
nication, post members can Contact 
Colleen or me - see below - to provide 
you e-mail address so we can get back to 
this method of modernizing the post).

On March, Monday 23 at the Morris 
Park Library, there will be an activity 
- ‘Standing Down’- a reading and dis-
cussion group for veterans led by our 
Jeremy Warneke of Community Board 
11.  It’s free for all veterans and you get 
a free copy of the book.  Other libraries 
will be featuring this event too (for more 
information go to www.NYPL.org).

On Saturday, April 18 (time TBD) 

there will be a display of a section of 
steel from the World Trade Center 
sneak attack.  It will be displayed at Sil-
ver Beach Gardens at their memorial 
area.  Thank you Gene Lynch and the 
offi ce of Senator Jeff Klein.

And another thanks to Senator 
Klein for another successful St. Valen-
tines Day fest at the Bronx VA Hospital, 
his 20th year I believe.  I’m sure none of 
the guys noticed Miss America.

As one of your county vice com-
manders, I need to get an accounting of 
Children & Youth activities.  We’re do-
ing it, we need to get it on paper.  Thanks 
to our contingent from John Frazier 
Bryan Post 19 for another successful 
Youth Oratorical Contest.  These kids 
and their families restore my faith in 
our society.

Until next time: Our Vice Com-
mander Gene has asked I assist in 
getting the word out about job oppor-
tunities for unemployed and under-em-
ployed vets (local community board of-
fi ces can usually help).  There are web 
sites for jobs but they are diffi cult to 
navigate and some have jobs nowhere 
in this area.  Anything local, any leads, 
send them to me at tonysalmail@gmail.
com or - you guessed it - come to our 
next meeting!

Beauty of Ballet
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Visit SAB online at www.sab.org.
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American Ballet
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A free 
family 

program!
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A T  L I N C O L N  C E N T E R

See excerpts
from classic

ballets and learn
how talented

youngsters train
to become

professional
dancers!
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097 Helping Your Business Succeed

BLUEPRINT TO
SUCCESS 2.0

After two years of successful programs,
Opportunity M/W/DBE brings you Blueprint 

to Success 2.0 with all the tools you need to
help your business succeed and be sustainable.
This unique program provides selected certified
M/W/DBE construction firms with comprehensive,
individualized technical assistance.

Go to www.nycedc.com/blueprint for information 

and application or contact Claudia Flores,

clfores@edc.nyc or 212.312.3712. Applications 

are due by Friday, March 6, 2015.

MAKE BLUEPRINT TO SUCCESS 2.0 A PARTNER 
IN YOUR BUSINESS SUCCESS!

Opportunity M/W/DBE

• Bank of America’s Zoofari............................................35

• Bronx Zoo Offers Total..................................................35

• Do You Remember - West Farms.............................36

Wave Hill Give the Winter Bird a Home and Feeder.  Photo courtesy of Wave Hill

Wave Hill offers not just the 
garden landscape itself, but 
programs that, taking a page 
from Mother’s Nature book, 
will inspire you to experience 
the turn of the seasons. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 
28; SUNDAY, MARCH 1: FAM-
ILY ART PROJECT: GIVE 
THE WINTER BIRD A HOME 
AND A FEEDER: Learn about 
how local birds survive the 
winter. Using recycled mate-
rials, make a little home or 
feeder for those who stay, and 
decorate it with natural mate-
rials to welcome in your new 
feathery friends. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 
28: TAI CHI CHUAN: Irving 
Yee, a member of the William 
CC Chen Tai Chi School, intro-
duces students to the internal 
martial arts and promotes an 
awareness of its benefi ts.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 
28: OUTDOOR SURVIVAL 

Turn of the seasons at Wave Hill
WORKSHOP: Join environ-
mental educator Carl Heit-
muller from the Hudson High-
lands Nature Museum for a 
hands-on Survival 101 work-
shop. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1: 
HATHA YOGA: Classes are 
led by Yoga for Bliss director 
Neem Dewji and other certi-
fi ed instructors. All levels wel-
come. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1: MED-
ITATION: Led by Yoga for 
Bliss director Neem Dewji and 
other qualifi ed instructors, 
classes includes instruction 
in simple techniques, followed 
by guided meditations. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1: CON-
CERT: MICHAEL BROWN, 
COMPOSER/PIANIST: This 
distinctive young composer/
pianist will offer Beethoven, 
Couperin and a work of his 
own. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 1: GAR-

DEN HIGHLIGHTS WALK: 
Join in for an hour-long tour of 
seasonal garden highlights. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4: 
MIXING-MEDIA ART WORK-
SHOP BEGINS: With artist 
Wennie Huang as your guide, 
discover the possibilities of 
mixed media, using the plants 

found in Wave Hill’s green-
houses as your inspiration. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 
4: NIGHT LIGHTS TICKETS 
ON SALE: Wave Hill’s 50th 
anniversary celebrations 
reach a crescendo this spring 
with a month-long celebra-
tion, when, for the fi rst time 

in Wave Hill’s history, visitors 
will be invited to return in 
the evening to enjoy the gar-
den landscape at a time of day 
and during a season when it 
is normally closed to the pub-
lic. Take in The Lightening—
an immersive installation at 
the Aquatic Garden—wander 
through Glyndor Gallery and 
fi nd plenty to edify body and 
soul in The Shop and The Café. 
Rain or shine. Same-day tick-
ets for Night Lights at Wave 
Hill: $25/$20 Wave Hill Mem-
ber/$12 children. Purchase 
tickets in advance and save 
$2. Tickets available starting 
March 4, online at www.wave-
hill.org and onsite at the Per-
kins Visitor Center. A Wave 
Hill at 50 anniversary event.

Wave Hill, a public garden 
and cultural center, is located 
at 675 West 252nd Street 

For further information 
call 718) 549-3200, ext. 232.
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Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 

grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 
pay for college? 

 
You can access this money by completing the  

Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 
 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y!  
 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 
and The Bronx  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
VISIT: WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/FAFSA  
 
 EMAIL: FAFSA@YMCANYC.ORG  
 

We  provide: 
�� On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA  
�� Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 
�� Free Metrocards  

Supported by 

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 

In honor of Women’s History Month, 
the “di.vi.sion@mediator” classi-
cal music concert series will be pre-
senting a program of chamber works 
written for women and by women on 
Sunday, March 1, at 5 p.m.  Suggested 
donation $15; $10 for students and se-
nior citizens. The concert will be held 
at the historic Church of the Mediator, 
260 West 231st Street.

 The di.vi.sion piano trio will be per-
forming a recent work by Welsh com-
poser Hilary Tann, “slate, blue-gray”.  
The title refers to a poem by Jordan 
Smith (“A Lesson from the Hudson 
River School:  Glens Falls, New York, 
1848), “slate, blue-gray” being one of 
the mysterious colors of the “speedy 
passage of the current through our 
more constant line of sight”. The di.vi.
sion piano trio will also perform the 
Smetana Piano Trio in g minor, Op. 15, 
and the Haydn Piano Trio in e fl at mi-
nor, Hob. XV:31, written for Magdalena 
von Kurzbock.

For the entire season: www.divi-
sion-artsandeducation.org

* * *

The New York Botanical Gar-

den, Bronx River Parkway (Exit 7W) 
at Fordham Road, presents 

The Orchid Show: Chandeliers, 
through April 19: The Orchid Show: 
Chandeliers dramatically transforms 
The New York Botanical Garden’s 
landmark Enid A. Haupt Conserva-
tory into the country’s largest curated 
show featuring orchids. Eye-catching 
baskets and cylinders fi lled with the 
stunning tropical fl owers decorate the 
Garden’s Victorian-style glasshouse–
the largest of its kind in the country–
with a giant star-shaped chandelier 
overfl owing with hundreds of orchids 
as the centerpiece of this year’s visual 
extravaganza.

Cylinders with a kaleidoscopic ar-
ray of orchids and baskets with spikes 
of different orchids, such as Cattleya 
and Phalaenopsis, are interspersed 
throughout the show, framed by the 
magnifi cent architecture of the crys-
tal palace Conservatory. The largest 
of the “living” chandeliers will stretch 
across the four beams of the Conserva-
tory’s corner house. Pools of water re-
fl ect the spectacle of orchids in the con-
tainers that hang above, while beds of 
Cymbidium and other orchid species 
delight the senses below.

Ballroom’s Best: Tango, Waltz, 
and Cha-Cha: Saturdays and Sundays 
through April 19; 1 and 3 p.m.: Dancers 
from Ballet Hispanico’s BHdos troupe 
lead audiences through dances such 
as the waltz, tango, mambo, and cha-
cha—each one gorgeously costumed 
and choreographed. A guided instruc-
tion gives insight on how to master the 
moves.

Poetry for Every Season: The Or-

chid Show Poetry Walk, through April 
19: Deborah Landau, Director of the 
Creative Writing Department at New 
York University, curates a collection of 
verses in the gardens surrounding the 
Conservatory that celebrates nature 
and the beauty of the orchid through 
the work of selected poets.

Little Landscapes, through April 
19; 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.: Pot up a desert 
plant inside a terrarium container and 
craft a fi gurine to inhabit your tiny 
world. Compare your habitat to terrar-
ium displays in the Discovery Center 
and explore the Garden’s life-size ter-
rarium, the Bendheim Global Green-
house.

Bird Walk,  Saturday, February 
28; 11 a.m.: The diverse habitats of 
the Botanical Garden offer visitors a 
chance to see dozens of species of birds 
throughout the year. Bring your bin-
oculars and walk the Garden grounds 
with an expert to learn about bird-
friendly habitats, migrating species, 
and birds that make a permanent home 
at the Garden.

The Orchid Show Tour, Saturday, 
February 28; 12:30 and 2:30p.m.: The 
elegance of the orchid in all its myr-
iad forms returns to the Garden this 
year with an aerial display unlike any 
other. Explore an expanded showcase 
of hanging designs inside the Haupt 
Conservatory.

Orchid Care Demonstrations: Know 
and Grow Orchids, Saturday, February 
28 and Sunday, March 1; 2 and 3 p.m.: 
Join Sonia Uyterhoeven, Gardener for 
Public Education, for the opening of 
The Orchid Show as she discusses the 
basics of orchid care and how to choose 
and successfully grow these exotic 
plants. Be guided through the basics of 
orchid care and some of the best variet-
ies to grow at home.

For more information, please call 
(718) 817-8700 or visit nybg.org.

* * *

Michael Brown shares his artistry 
with Wave Hill on Sunday, March 1 at 
2 p.m. He is a prizewinner in numerous 
competitions, and was recently chosen 
by the Chamber Music Society of Lin-
coln Center for its prestigious CMS2 
Program.

Brown’s unique perspective stems 
from the fact that he is both performer 
and composer, as well as from his cre-
ative approach to programming. His 
repertoire at Wave Hill refl ects this 
dual identity: he opens with Three 
Pieces by François Couperin and 
closes with Ravel’s homage to the com-
poser, Le Tombeau de Couperin. In 
between, he brings the romantic vir-
tuosity of Liszt to full color with Valse-
Impromptu, and shares his short 2007 
work, Homage to Copland, before treat-
ing the audience to Copland’s El Salon 
Mexico, in a solo piano arrangement 

by Leonard Bernstein. Come early to 
enjoy a leisurely stroll through the 
gardens and then settle in for this per-
formance, starting at 2PM.

Purchase tickets online at www.
wavehill.org or onsite at the Perkins 
Visitor Center. For additional in-
formation, call (718) 549-3200 x251. 
Ticket prices include admission to the 
grounds.

* * *

Explore the glory of spring with a 
series of guided walks through Wave 

Hill’s vibrant landscape! See the best 
blooms of the season on a Garden 
Highlights Walk. 

Indulge your inner history buff 
with a Wave Hill History Walk, then 
continue your education with a Neigh-
borhood History Walk that encom-
passes the signifi cant homes and land-
scapes of Riverdale. 

Celebrate Arbor Day with two spe-
cial walk-and-talks: Tree TLC with 
Wayne: An Arbor Day Walk and Dem-
onstration, with Assistant Director 
of Horticulture Wayne Morris; and 
a Fifty Years of Trees Walk, part of 
Wave Hill’s ongoing 50th anniversary 
celebration. And don’t forget—you 

can bring your little ones along for 
three Family Walks, held one Sunday 
a month after the Family Art Project. 
It’s time to get walking!

Walks are free with admission to 
the grounds and, unless noted, do not 
require advance registration.

For further information call (718) 
549-3200.

* * *

Lehman Center for the Perform-

ing Arts in association with Sal Ab-
batiello of Fever Records presents For-
ever Freestyle 9  on Saturday, March 7, 
at 8 p.m.  This year’s concert will fea-
ture Freestyle artists TKA/K7, Judy 
Torres, George Lamond, The Cover 
Girls, Noel, Lisette Melendez, Sugar 
Hill Gang, Rob Base, Soave, Coro, and 
Nocerra. The concert will also feature 
Dj Lucho, Dj Solo and The Whiteboy 
DJ Kys and will be hosted by Speedy 
and Sal Abbatiello. 

Lehman Center for the Performing 
Arts is on the campus of Lehman Col-
lege/CUNY at 250 Bedford Park Boule-
vard West.  Tickets fare $100, $65, $60 
and $55 and can be purchased by call-
ing the Lehman Center box offi ce at 
718-960-8833

“di.vi.sion@mediator” classical music 
concert series at Church of the Mediator
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Met Opera’s Lily Pons leaves pet at Bronx Zoo

Lily Pons donated her pet jaguar to the Bronx Zoo  when it got too dan-
gerous to handle and refused to believe it when told that it was actually 
an ocelot.  My uncle accepted the animal on behalf of the zoo and the 
story made the New York Times the following day.

Lily Pons starred as the 
leading coloratura at the 
Metropolitan Opera House 
for about three decades.  She 
made her debut on January 
3, 1931 as Lucia in Donizetti’s 
“Lucia di Lammermoor,” a 
role she would perform there 
93 times over the years.  She 
was born near Cannes, France 
on April 11, 1898 and was rela-
tively well-known in France 
before coming to New York 
and being introduced at the 
Met.  She would remain there 
until her retirement on De-
cember 14, 1960 after her per-
formance in “Rigoletto” sing-
ing Caro nome.  

During World War II she 
interrupted her Met perfor-
mances to tour military bases 
with the USO accompanied 
by her husband. Andre Ko-
stelanetz, the conductor, who 
led a band of U. S. soldiers.  
Together they performed 
throughout Europe, North 
Africa and the Orient during 
1944 and 1945.  Upon returning 
to the United States, they con-
tinued to entertain the troops 
at home.  Pons also starred in 
several movies and recorded 
for several major labels includ-

ing RCA Victor and Columbia.  
She died of pancreatic cancer 
on February 13, 1976 and was 
interred near her childhood 
home in France.  

While visiting Rio de Ja-
neiro in 1932 a friend gave her 
a one month old kitten which 
was described as a baby jag-
uar.  The kitten, called Ita, fol-
lowed Lily wherever she went 
and they became very attached 
to each other.  As Ita grew, 
however, she began to show a 
hostile view to strangers and 
some visitors until eventually 
even the maids were afraid to 
enter her apartment around 
which Ita freely roamed.  She 
started to snarl at visitors and 
was beginning to become a 
menace.  It was apparent that 
the time had come for Ita to be 
placed in a different environ-
ment thus the Bronx Zoo was 
chosen.  

Ita was brought up from 
her home at 55 Central Park 

West in her special traveling 
cage on the front seat of the 
limousine while Lily Pons re-
mained in the back.  Ita was 
not too happy to be traveling 
anywhere and when they ar-
rived she managed to get out 
of her cage briefl y and be-
gan to climb about but when 
Lily called her, she quietly re-
turned to the cage confi rming 
the close relationship they had 
and showing that she was not 
too wild.  Interestingly, Lily 
always spoke to Ita in French.  

Ita was presented to my 
uncle, John Twomey, a head-
keeper at the zoo who seemed 
to get along quite well with 
both Lily Pons and her pet.   
The New York Times took a 
photograph of the three of 
them together for their March 
16, 1934 edition. The odd thing 
was that Ita was not a jaguar 
after all.  When told that she 
was an ocelot, Lily refused to 
believe it.  Still, it was a sad 

parting and many tears were 
shed but it was the right thing 
to do and everyone knew it.  
I’m sure the maids at 55 Cen-
tral Park West were especially 
pleased that they could now go 
about their business safely.

Ita would be isolated for a 
month or so to be sure that she 
bore no diseases and would 
then be placed in a cage with 

an appropriate male compan-
ion.  She was nineteen months 
old at the time and it was im-
portant that she get used to be-
ing with others of her own spe-
cies.  I still wonder whether 
Lily Pons ever made the short 
trip to the Bronx Zoo to visit 
her old inseparable compan-
ion Ita and, if so, how the re-
union went.  

REPRINTED FROM 2/24/2011
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BY KATHLEEN HOGARTY
With crazy low temps that 

I’m calling “Bi-polar weather” 
-- heck with Polar Vortexes 
-- some of us may have the 
messy and often expensive is-
sue of frozen pipes.  If it could 
just be normal in the mid-At-
lantic without all these highs 
and lows...and below freezing 
for days, right?!  

All of we independently 
owned Servpros (1,630+ in 
U.S. and Canada)are now 
national partners with The 
American Red Cross.  They 
were so helpful to New York-
ers after Superstorm Sandy 
and the many local fl oods 
and fi res that our Servpro of 
Scarsdale... responds to an-
nually.  Below are some of 
ours and the ARC’s informa-
tion, with some suggestions 
about preventing water pipes 
from bursting in your home 
or business.  

Frozen pipes can fl ood basements
Keeping your property’s 

water pipes from freezing, and 
knowing how to thaw them if 
they do freeze, can help as our 
COLD 2015 begins:

 Along with our ARC part-
ners, we want you to be pre-
pared and informed, so you 
can avoid the messy and of-
ten expensive issue of frozen 
pipes. Below are our sugges-
tions on how to prevent water 
pipes in your home, business 
or properties  as far south as 
Florida, from freezing -- dur-
ing these bitter winter temps.  
Also, we offer ideas on how to 
thaw them if they do freeze.

Why Pipe Freezing 

Is A Problem

Water has a unique prop-
erty in that it expands as it 
freezes. This expansion puts 
tremendous pressure on what-
ever is containing it, includ-
ing metal or plastic pipes. No 
matter the “strength” of a con-
tainer, expanding water can 

cause pipes to break. Pipes 
that freeze most frequently 
are those that are exposed to 
severe cold, like outdoor hose 
bibs, swimming pool supply 
lines, water sprinkler lines, 
and water supply pipes in 
unheated interior areas like 
basements and crawl spaces, 
attics, garages, or kitchen cab-
inets. Pipes that run against 
exterior walls that have little 
or no insulation are also sub-
ject to freezing.

Preventing Frozen Pipes

Before days of freezing 
weather impacts your proper-
ties pipes, the following rec-
ommendations can help pre-
vent a top down fl ood from 
pipes bursting in your attic, or 
a wet basement / lower level:

• Drain water from swim-
ming pool and water sprin-
kler supply lines following 
manufacturer’s or installer’s 
directions. Do not put anti-
freeze in these lines unless 

directed. Antifreeze is envi-
ronmentally harmful, and is 
dangerous to humans, pets, 
wildlife, and landscaping.

• Remove, drain, and store 
hoses used outdoors. Close 
inside valves supplying out-
door hose bibs. Open the out-
side hose bibs to allow wa-
ter to drain. Keep the outside 
valve open so that any water 
remaining in the pipe can ex-
pand without causing the pipe 
to break.

• Check around the home 
for other areas where water 
supply lines are located in 
unheated areas. Look in the 
basement, crawl space, attic, 
garage, and under kitchen 
and bathroom cabinets. Both 
hot and cold water pipes in 
these areas should be insu-
lated.

• Consider installing spe-
cifi c products made to insu-
late water pipes like a “pipe 
sleeve” or installing UL-

listed “heat tape,” “heat ca-
ble,” or similar materials on 
exposed water pipes. Newspa-
per can provide some degree 
of insulation and protection 
to exposed pipes – even ¼” of 
newspaper can provide signif-
icant protection in areas that 
usually do not have frequent 
or prolonged temperatures 
below freezing.

During Cold Weather, 

Take Preventative Action

•  Keep garage doors closed 
if there are water supply lines 
in the garage.

• Open kitchen and bath-
room cabinet doors to al-
low warmer air to circulate 
around the plumbing. Be sure 
to move any harmful cleaners 
and household chemicals up 
out of the reach of children.

Servpro of Scarsdale/
Mount Vernon Fire/Water Cer-
tifi ed can be reached at (914) 
699-5181; 24/ 7 emergency num-
ber is (914) 699-5181.

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
The next meeting of the 

Country Club Civic Associa-
tion will be held on Wednesday, 
February 25, at 7:30 p.m. The 
location of the meeting is the 
cafeteria building of the Villa 
Maria Academy, located at 3833 
Country Club Road. This is the 
building immediately to your 
left upon entering the campus.

Since our last meeting the 
signage issues on the traffi c 
triangle at the intersection of 
Kearney Avenue and Rawlins 
Avenue, have fi nally been rem-
edied. After several months of 
effort by members of our as-
sociation to ensure the safety 
and well being of all who travel 
through this intersection, our 
dedication has started to pay 
off.         

The original stop sign for 

traffi c traveling south bound 
on Kearney Avenue has been 
moved closer to the intersec-
tion, and an additional stop 
sign has been added on the left 
hand side. This will allow those 
drivers a better opportunity to 
evaluate cross traffi c prior to 
entering into the intersection. 
In addition the ‘No Standing 
Anytime’ sign has been re-
placed on the southerly side of 
the island. Although it would 
be wonderful to have the ad-
dition of two additional street 
parking spaces in our commu-
nity, vehicles parked at this lo-
cation cause an array of blind 
spots for motorists traveling 
through the intersection, and 
were probably the cause of the 
several accidents that have al-
ready been reported at this 
site.

The current ‘No Standing 
Anytime’ sign displays a one 
sided arrow which is unfortu-
nately incorrect. The original 
sign that was installed at this 
location when the triangle was 
fi rst constructed had a double 
sided arrow that would allow 
no parking on the entire south 
side of the island. This issue 
has been brought back to The 
NYC DOT and we are patiently 
awaiting their response. 

Drivers should be aware 
that it is their responsibility 
to adhere to the updated sig-

nage which has been posted at 
this location. Violations of the 
signage are now being heav-
ily enforced by the proper law 
enforcement authorities, and 
summonses have been issued. 
Although we were originally 
informed that any changes to 
this traffi c triangle signage 
was not possible, these recent 
modifi cations are a prime ex-
ample of how the hard work, 
commitment, and persistence 
of community groups such as 
ours, can help benefi t the over-
all safety within their commu-
nities. 

We thank Community 
Board 10, Councilman James 
Vacca’s offi ce, NYC DOT, and 
NYPD for assisting us with this 
matter.

We tentatively scheduled 
guest speakers from the New 

York Rising Waterfront Com-
munity Resiliency Committee 
for our next meeting. They will 
be able to better share with us 
the plans that are underway for 
communities such as ours, in 
the instance of a future natural 
disaster. It is imperative that 
we ensure our community and 
our neighboring communities 
will all be provided the proper 
planning and infrastructure in 
such instances.

The association can be 
reached at P.O. Box 211, Bronx 
, N.Y. 10465, and by calling 
(718) 823-1814. Be sure to check 
our answering machine mes-
sage for updated notifi cations 
regarding any changes to our 
meetings. Please remember, 
“Take pride in your commu-
nity; your home extends be-
yond your property line!”

BY AL D’ANGELO
The association is gearing 

up for its annual dinner dance 
on Saturday, March 14 at the 
Marina del Rey. This year 
our honoree is Crescenzo Di-
costanzo, director of Dormi Fu-
neral Home, for his dedication 
to the Veterans and the Morris 
Park Community. The festivi-
ties begin with a cocktail hour 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m., followed by 
dinner and dancing till 1a.m. 
Please join us for a fun fi lled 
evening. For reservations call 
Dorothy at (718) 823-0596.

The most important thing 
for a parent when they send 
their child to school is their 

child’s safety followed by their 
education. So what do the pow-
ers that be do? There will be no 
more suspensions for minor al-
tercations. So I guess it’s ok if 
your child gets beat up a little 
bit. The fact that small alterca-
tions lead to bigger ones never 
crossed their minds. Princi-
pals now need authorization 
before suspending a student for 
“defying authority”. 

What we’re saying to our 
principals is that we don’t 
trust them to make appropri-
ate decisions when it comes to 
discipline. My question, if you 
don’t trust them, why did you 
put them there? Another great 
decision by the minds that be, 

is to allow cell phones back in 
school beginning in March. 
This is supposed to help with 
their education. I don’t know 
where their heads are buried, 
but I can only guess. 

The fact that the children 
will be texting each other, tak-
ing pictures, recording teach-
ers, and comparing who’s 
phone is better never occurred 
to anyone. How about a child 

who can’t afford one? Should we 
buy one so he/she doesn’t have 
their self-esteem destroyed? 
What if a phone is stolen, who 
does the investigation and 
will that take time away from 
the children’s education? We 
should be bringing students up 
to a higher level not lower the 
levels in an attempt to be politi-
cally correct and in so doing 
hurting those students we are 
trying to protect.       

Why are charter schools 
doing so well and why are par-
ents paying monthly tuitions 
to send their children to pri-
vate schools? I guarantee you 
if a voucher system ever went 
into effect the education for 

children, especially for minor-
ity students, would greatly im-
prove. 

Children need structure 
in their lives they need to be 
praised for appropriate be-
havior and held to task for in-
appropriate behavior. We the 
adults must be consistent with 
dealing with children so they 
know the guidelines of right 
and wrong. Given the climate 
in many working family homes 
were parental guidance is at 
a minimum educators must 
stand strong and not vacillate 
with the political climate. We 
are doing the children an in-
justice.    
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TOM ALLON

Mourning the loss of media’s elite by Tom Allon
Mass media has lost some of 

its great fi gures due to death, 
retirement, and old-fashioned 
scandal, with four larger-than-
life fi gures — David Carr, Bob 
Simon, Jon Stewart, and Brian 
Williams — all leaving the 
stage this week.

From their stories we 
can glean some of life’s hard 
truths; their differing sagas 
provide us with some poignant 
lessons about the fragility of 
life, the enduring power of he-
roic work, and the age-old les-
son that extreme hubris often 
precedes a fall from power.

The tragic death of 58-year-
old New York Times media col-
umnist David Carr illustrates 
the evanescence of life. Work-
ing until the end, Carr col-
lapsed at his desk in the New 
York Times newsroom after 
moderating a panel discussion 
earlier in the day. He was dead 
by the time he got to the hospi-
tal. 

Carr was one of those very 
talented journalists who could 
see ahead of the curve and put 
together seemingly disjointed 
trends, explaining them in 
thoughtful and entertaining 
ways. A newspaperman for 
most of his life, his writing 

about television, social media 
and the ascending power of 
online journalism was so au-
thoritative, he was considered 
the pre-eminent media pundit 
in the country.

His life story also provided 
a fascinating arc for those who 
believe in the healing power of 
family and meaningful work; a 
former crack and heroin addict 
in the 1980s, Carr cleaned up 
his act when his twin daugh-
ters were young and he landed 
some of the most coveted 
perches in the country – fi rst 
covering entertainment and 
then media at the Times.

His untimely end came just 
48 hours after the tragic and 
violent death of Bob Simon of 
“60 Minutes” fame. Just before 
he died, Simon, 73, was work-
ing on a piece with his daugh-
ter about the search for a cure 
for the deadly Ebola virus. Si-
mon had a remarkable career 
as a roving foreign correspon-
dent, which included 40 days 
in captivity in Iraq when the 
fi rst Gulf War broke out in the 
early 1990s. His captors treated 
him especially poorly because 
he was Jewish — the most dra-
matic example of his intrepid 
life covering foreign wars and 

international disasters. It is 
certainly ironic and sad that 
Simon perished in the back of 
a cab in a car crash on the West 
Side highway, not far from his 
home. 

Simon stands out as one of 
the unsung heroes whose quiet 
grace endeared him not just to 
his peers and colleagues, but 
also to the entire viewing audi-
ence of “60 Minutes.”

Speaking of network tele-
vision, it is hard not to feel a 
sense of embarrassment and 
bewilderment, over the rise 
and fall of long-time NBC an-
chorman Brian Williams. On 
top of the world with a mega 
contract, winning ratings, and 
guest appearances on hit shows 
like “30 Rock” and “Letter-
man,” Williams had it all, but 
somehow thought he needed 
to embellish an already stellar 
resume and career. 

His fall from grace — and 
subsequent six-month suspen-
sion — potentially could lead 
to a particularly common 
American narrative: a fall, a 
mea culpa tour, and then a suc-
cessful second act. 

Williams, I hope, will be 
able to learn from his mis-
takes and return to the perch 

he earned as the dean of broad-
cast journalism. 

And then there is Jon Stew-
art, the Michael Jordan of late-
night comedy. America’s most 
trusted news source, “The 
Daily Show,” has informed 
millions of millennials about 
the important issues of the day. 
But Stewart did this not with 
a well-coiffed countenance or 
slick graphics and dramatic 
war-torn backdrops, but with 
laser-sharp wit, sarcasm, and 
cynicism. 

As heir to the trailblazing 
wit of Chevy Chase and a 1970s 
pioneering skit called “Week-
end Update,” Stewart every 
evening lifted the veil of hypoc-
risy and cynical politicking by 
this country’s power elite. As 
many have said in recent days, 
you knew you were relevant 
if Jon Stewart and “The Daily 
Show” skewered you. 

Like an athlete who knows 
just went to hang ’em up, Stew-
art went out on his own terms, 
and at the top of his game. His 
widely quoted remark that he 
wants to have more dinners 
with his family, who, he said, 
“according to multiple sources 
are very lovely people,” has, 
in its own funny way, a ring of 

truth to it. 
Maybe Stewart, who now 

could potentially claim the 
mantle of “America’s Mmost 
Trusted Newsman,” wants to 
try his hand as an NBC an-
chor for six months? Nah. That 
would interfere with the fam-
ily dinner hour.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

The New York Yankees to-
day announced that Bernie 
Williams (No. 51), Jorge Pos-
ada (No. 20) and Andy Pettitte 
(No. 46) will each have their 
uniform numbers retired 
and will be honored with 
plaques in Monument Park.  
Willie Randolph will be rec-
ognized with a Monument 
Park plaque.  The ceremonies 
are part of a recognition se-
ries that saw the honoring of 
Joe Torre, Rich “Goose” Gos-
sage, Tino Martinez and Paul 
O’Neill in 2014.

Williams will be celebrated 
on Sunday, May 24, before the 
Yankees’ 8:05 p.m. game vs. 
Texas.  Randolph will be hon-
ored during Old-Timers’ Day 
festivities on Saturday, June 
20 prior to the Yankees’ 7:15 
p.m. game vs. Detroit.  Posada 
will take his place in Monu-
ment Park on August 22, and 
Pettitte will be recognized on 
August 23.

Williams played his entire 
16-year Major League career 
with the Yankees (1991-2006), 
batting .297 (2,336-for-7,869) 
in 2,076 games with the club.  
In franchise history, the for-
mer centerfi elder ranks third 

Yankees to honor Williams, Pasada and Petitte  
in doubles (449), fi fth in hits, 
sixth in games played and 
runs scored (1,366) and sev-
enth in home runs (287) and 
RBI (1,257).  The fi ve-time 
American League All-Star 
(1997-2001), four-time Gold 
Glove winner (1997-2000) and 
Silver Slugger Award recipi-
ent (2002) won the American 
League batting title in 1998, 
leading the league with a .339 
batting average. 

A four-time World Series 
champion in pinstripes (1996, 
‘98, ‘99, 2000), Williams is the 
Yankees’ all-time postseason 
leader in home runs (22) and 
RBI (80), ranks second in play-
off runs scored (83), hits (128) 
and doubles (29) and is third 
in games played (121).  He was 
named the 1996 ALCS MVP 
after batting .474 (9-for-19) 
with 6R, 2HR and 6RBI in the 
Yankees’ fi ve-game series win 
vs. the Orioles.  In Game 1 of 
the 1999 ALCS vs. Boston, he 
hit a 10th-inning, “walk-off” 
home run to win the game for 
the Yankees.

Posada spent each of his 17 
Major League seasons with 
the Yankees from 1995-2011, 
hitting .273 (1,664-for-6,092) 

with 900R, 379 doubles, 275HR 
and 1,065RBI in 1,829 games.  
As a player on fi ve World Se-
ries championship teams 
(1996, ‘98, ‘99, 2000, ‘09), Pos-
ada fi nished his career among 
Baseball’s all-time postseason 
leaders in games played (sec-
ond, 125), doubles (third, 23) 
and hits (fourth, 103), while 
his 119 postseason contests at 
catcher are the most all time.  
In 2011, the Puerto Rico na-
tive became the fi rst Major 
Leaguer to catch at least one 
game with the same team in 
17 straight seasons (1995-2011) 
since Cincinnati’s Johnny 
Bench did so in 17 consecutive 
seasons from 1967-83 (credit: 
Elias). 

A fi ve-time American 
League All-Star and Silver 
Slugger Award winner (each 
in 2000-03, ’07), Posada twice 
fi nished in the top 10 in Amer-
ican League Most Valuable 
Player balloting, ranking 
third in 2003 and sixth in 2007.  
He is one of just eight players 
to appear in at least one game 
with the Yankees in each of 
17 different seasons, joining 
Derek Jeter (20), Mariano 
Rivera (19), Yogi Berra (18), 

Mickey Mantle (18), Frank 
Crosetti (17), Bill Dickey (17) 
and Lou Gehrig (17).  Along 
with Jeter and Rivera, Posada 
is part of the fi rst trio of team-
mates in MLB, NBA, NFL and 
NHL history to appear in a 
game together in each of 17 
straight seasons, a feat they 
accomplished from 1995-2011 
(credit: Elias).

As a Yankees pitcher, Pet-
titte went 18-10 with a 3.76 
ERA (251.1IP, 105ER) in 40 
career postseason starts and 
is the organization’s all-time 
playoff leader in wins, starts, 
innings pitched and strike-
outs (167).

Randolph spent 13 seasons 
playing for the Yankees from 
1976-88, batting .275 (1,731-for-
6,303) with 1,027R, 259 dou-
bles, 58 triples, 48HR, 549RBI 
and 251SB in 1,694 games.  He 
appeared in 1,688 games at 
second base with the team, 
more than any other player at 
the position in Yankees his-
tory, and ranks third on the 
organization’s all-time list in 
stolen bases.  The fi ve-time 
American League All-Star 
(1976-77, ‘80-81 and ‘87) was 
also named a 1980 AL Silver 

Slugger in the award’s inau-
gural season.  He played in 
37 postseason games with the 
Yankees from 1977-81, hit-
ting a game-tying home run 
in Game 1 of the 1977 World 
Series vs. the Dodgers.  On 
March 4, 1986, he and Ron 
Guidry were named Yankees 
Co-Captains.

In addition to his 13 play-
ing seasons with the Yan-
kees, Randolph spent 11 
seasons coaching for the or-
ganization, serving as the 
club’s third base coach from 
1994-2003 and be

Tickets for individual Yan-
kees games at Yankee Sta-
dium will fi rst be made avail-
able to the public through an 
exclusive MasterCard pre-on-
sale online at yankees.com 
and yankeesbeisbol.com, and 
via Ticketmaster phone from 
Wednesday, February 18, at 
10:00 a.m. through Monday, 
February 23, at 10:00 p.m. 
During the MasterCard pre-
on-sale, all fans can purchase 
tickets using their Master-
Card. For more information, 
please visit www.yankees.
com/priceless.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 20-26, 201552    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 20-26, 2015 53  BTR

Action
Association

BY ASSEMBLYMAN
MICHAEL BENEDETTO

Don’t miss out on tax breaks 
you and your family may qual-
ify for

Too often, hardworking 
families miss the opportunity 
to save hundreds or even thou-
sands of dollars in federal and 
state tax credits. These tax 
credits are in place to help fam-
ilies make their hard-earned 
dollars stretch just a little fur-
ther.

Current programs you may 
qualify for include:

* The Empire State Child 
Credit, a refundable tax credit 
worth up to $330 per child for 
ages 4-16; 

 The Child and Dependent 
Care Credit, a tax credit based 
on a sliding income scale for 
working parents who pay for 
child care or those who live 

Benedetto provides tax credit info
with a spouse or dependent 
who is physically or mentally 
incapable of self-care; 

 The federal Child Tax 
Credit, a non-refundable tax 
credit of up to $1,000 per child 
under the age of 17, or the re-
fundable Additional Child Tax 
Credit; 

• The Real Property Tax 
Credit, a refundable tax credit 
worth up to $375 for eligible ho-
meowners and renters; and

• Tthe New York City School 
Tax Credit, a refundable tax 
credit of up to $125 for qualify-
ing taxpayers. 

Additionally, if eligible, you 
may be able to recoup portions 
of the income tax that were 
withheld from your paycheck 
throughout the year. In fact, 
through an often overlooked 
tax break called the Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC), eli-

gible taxpayers can get extra 
cash back from the IRS, New 
York State or New York City 
governments. These savings 
help many families cover their 
monthly bills and allow them 
to put some money away for the 
future.  

 To qualify for the New York 
State and federal EITC, you 
must:

• Have worked full or part 
time at some point during the 
calendar year;

• Have income below $38,511 
($43,941 if married) with one 
child;

• Have income below $43,756 
($49,186 if married) with two 
children; 

• Have income below $46,997 
($52,427 if married) with three 
or more children; or 

• Be a worker between the 
ages of 25 and 65, earning less 

than $14,590 ($20,020 if mar-
ried) with no children. 

To be eligible for the New 
York City EITC, in addition to 
the above requirements, you 
must be a full- or part-year res-
ident of New York City, claim 
the federal Earned Income Tax 
Credit and fi le a New York State 
income tax return. 

Tax season doesn’t need to be 
a stressful time of year, and as-
sistance is available to help you 
prepare your taxes. The IRS-
certifi ed volunteers with the 
Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance (VITA) program provide 
free tax preparation services to 
individuals and families with 
annual incomes of $53,000 or 
less. For those 60 years of age 
and older, the Tax Counseling 
for the Elderly (TCE) program 
can also provide assistance at 
no cost to you. To fi nd the near-

est VITA or TCE site, visit irs.
gov/Individuals/Find-a-Loca-
tion-for-Free-Tax-Prep or call 
800-906-9887.

I encourage you to set aside 
some time and check what 
tax credits you’re eligible for. 
These tax credits exist for your 
benefi t; if you’re eligible, they 
can help you lower your taxes 
and even put money back in 
your pocket. To learn more 
about the federal Earned In-
come Tax Credit and the Child 
and Dependent Care Credit, 
visit irs.gov. For information 
or questions on New York State 
taxes, the state EITC and New 
York City tax credits, visit tax.
ny.gov. New York City residents 
may also visit nyc.gov/taxprep 
for additional assistance. 

Feel free to contact me at 
718-892-2235 or at benedem@as-
sembly.state.ny.us

Preston High School pres-
ents Miss Preston Card Party 
on Saturday, March 28, 6 to 10 
p.m. at Preston High School, 

Preston High School presents Miss Preston Card Party
2780 Schurz Avenue.

Purchase a table of 10 for 
$200 until Monday, February 
23. Individual tickets and tick-

ets purchased after  Monday, 
February 23 are $25.

Ticket price includes: 
snacks, soda, coffee, and des-

sert. Feel free to bring in your 
own beverages and food.

For tickets call (718) 863-
9134, ext. 143.

Pay online by credit card at 
missprestoncardparty.event-
brite.com 

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The White House has un-

veiled its 2015 National Secu-
rity Strategy (NSS).  It is a re-
markable document, in that it 
ignores facts and unblushingly 
proclaims positions that are 
precisely the opposite of what 
President Obama has done and 
intends to do.

The Administration alleges 
that “Today, the United States 
is stronger and better posi-
tioned to seize the opportuni-
ties of a new century and safe-
guard our interests against the 
risks of an insecure world.” 
The reality couldn’t be further 
from the truth. 

U.S. armed forces are reach-
ing historic low points, at a time 
when their  enemies are reach-
ing their highest points. The 
Army is close to the smallest it 
has been since 1940, the Navy, 
since 1915. The Air Force is the 
smallest it has been in history. 
Our intelligence assets are de-
moralized and diminished. 
Our equipment, both strategic 
and conventional, is increas-
ingly obsolete and overused, 
our personnel, exhausted.

The Russians now have a 
ten to one advantage in tactical 
nuclear weapons and, for the 
fi rst time in history, an advan-
tage in strategic nuclear weap-
ons as well.

The NSS goes on to promise 
that NATO will be strength-
ened. Yet Mr. Obama unilater-
ally and very quietly withdrew 
all American tanks from Eu-
rope early in 2014.  The White 
House also surrendered to 
Moscow’s demands regarding 
the scheduled development of 
anti-missile defense system in 
Poland.

In the Pacifi c, the U.S. Navy 
is in crisis.  For the fi rst time 
since the end of World War II, 
it does not have a carrier avail-
able for duty in the East Pacifi c, 
at a time when China is becom-
ing a major naval power.

Opponents of appropriate 
defense spending make the un-
educated argument that today’s 
weapons are more capable than 
their predecessors, so fewer 
numbers are needed.  They ne-
glect to mention that counter-
measures to our ships, planes, 
and tanks are superior to what 
they have ever been, meaning 
that the advanced capabilities 
don’t negate the requirement 
for adequate numbers. 

They also neglect to men-
tion that both Russia and China 
are now our equals in military 
technology, or that the U.S. de-
fense industrial base is a mere 
shadow of what it once was. A 
prime example: there is only 
one plant in America capable 

of building tanks, and the Pres-
ident has repeatedly attempted 
to close it down.

The disingenuousness of the 
document is similar to the in-
correct statement Mr. Obama 
made in the State of the Union 
address, when he alleged that 
“The shadow of the crisis of ter-
rorism has passed,” despite all 
evidence to the contrary.  

The NSS promises to 
‘lead’the world in the fi ght 
against terrorism. In practice, 
the administration’s prema-
ture withdrawal from Iraq led 
to the rise of ISIS, and a simi-
lar practice is now taking place 
in Afghanistan. The release of 
terrorist leaders from Guan-
tanamo Bay certainly does 
not ease the fi ght against ter-
rorism. The President’s sup-
port for so-called ‘Arab Spring’ 
movements allowed Al Qaeda 
and Moslem Brotherhood in-
fl uence to expand throughout 
the Middle East. Mr. Obama’s 
vanished ‘red line’ in Syria il-
lustrated his lack of resolve.

The document goes on to 

state that commitments to our 
service members will be kept. 
Yet this administration has re-
peatedly sought to cut benefi ts 
to them.

The documents notes that 
it is “Striving for a world with-
out nuclear weapons and en-
suring nuclear materials do 
not fall into the hands of ir-
responsible states and violent 
non-state actors.” In reality, 
the Administration has vigor-
ously fought against biparti-
san Congressional attempts to 
stiffen sanctions against Iran’s 
nuclear program, and has done 
nothing of signifi cance in re-
sponse to Moscow’s violation 
of arms control measures. The 
lack of success in dealing with 
North Korea on its nuclear pro-
gram is crystal clear.  And by 
the way, if sequestration cuts 
go into effect this year, Pyong-
yang’s army will be larger than 
America’s by 2016.

The NSS promises to en-
hance homeland security. Yet 
by failing to maintain security 
on America’s borders, it allows 
an open door for terrorist to en-
ter the nation. It also promises 
to “Promoting a prosperous, se-
cure, and democratic Western 
Hemisphere by expanding in-
tegration and leveraging a new 
opening to Cuba to expand our 
engagement.”  In reality, the 

President has done nothing to 
counter the growing Russian, 
Chinese, and Iranian military 
presence throughout Latin 
America.

The document discusses 
working with allies, but this 
White House has barely ever 
missed an opportunity to cast 
America’s allies aside. Con-
sider the surrender of British 
nuclear information to Rus-
sia during the New START 
treaty discussions, the refusal 
to lodge even a diplomatic pro-
test when China attacked the 
Philippine exclusive economic 
zone, the ABM-related betrayal 
of Poland and the stunning 
downgrading of U.S. relations 
with Israel.

There are two vital issues 
raised by this exceptionally 
hypocritical document.  The 
fi rst is the signifi cant threat 
to national security by the 
many inept actions made by 
this White House over its ten-
ure. The second is the record 
of constant duplicity of an ad-
ministration that continuously 
states one thing, and then does 
precisely the opposite.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into radio broadcasts 
at amfm247.com, and visit our 
website at comactainc.com. 
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host Pope Francis in the Bronx, the 
only borough in New York City with a 
majority Latino population that repre-
sents the diversity of our city and our 
nation,” Congressman Serrano said. 

“I hope His Holiness accepts our in-
vitation to grace us with his presence 
and inspire us with his words. As the 
fi rst Latin American pope, his visit 
would be a historic and momentous oc-
casion that would remain with us for 
generations to come.” 

In a full-page advertisement pub-
lished in last week’s Bronx Times, 
elected offi cials asked the Pontiff to 
conduct a Mass at the new Yankee Sta-
dium during his upcoming trip. 

The ad, sponsored by the 161st 
Street Business Improvement District, 
depicts His Holiness alongside a public 
invitation and the elected offi cials’ sig-
natures.

Cary Goodman, 161st Street BID ex-
ecutive director, explained that he and 
the elected offi cials have reached out 
to several other media news outlets in-
cluding, NY1, CBS News, and Vatican 
TV and Radio.

“He has defi ned his role as ‘the Peo-
ple’s Pope’,” Dr. Goodman said. “This 
is a neighborhood where people are 
looking for hope and inspiration and I 
feel that this is the right environment 
for His Holiness.”

Pope Francis invited to say Mass
From page 1

Dr. Goodman revealed they have 
reached out to Timothy Cardinal Dolan 
and Mayor Bill de Blasio for their sup-
port and remain optimistic.

“I hope His Honor will endorse the 
Stadium, especially since the city lost 
the Democratic National Convention, 
at least in part because the event and 
the location did not match well. I feel 
the same way about the papal visit. We 
need to match His Holiness with the 
Stadium to honor this tradition. The 
Garden and Barclays are too small and 
we don’t want to lose the Mass to the 
Meadowlands,” he added. 

“Papal visits to the stadium are 
a great city tradition which we want 
to continue,” Comptroller Stringer 
stated.

“This community has hosted global 
leaders like Nelson Mandela, Reverend 
Billy Graham, and three popes,” Con-
gresswoman Gibson revealed. “We’d 
love to host Pope Francis, too.”

The 161st Street BID encourages 
Bronx residents to spread their enthu-
siasm for this movement.  

As of press time, The Pontiff’s New 
York itinerary has yet to be fi nalized. 

According to Dr. Goodman, a dele-
gation from The Vatican is expected to 
meet with Cardinal Dolan and city of-
fi cials next month to confi rm the trip’s 
prime objectives.      This fall, Pope Francis is scheduled to visit the United States for a historic three day trip to 

Washington, Philadelphia and New York City. Photo courtesy of The Associated Press

lost on 9/11 and those who continue to 
lose their lives from the effects,” said 
Lynch.

The piece will be added this spring 
to the existing 9/11 memorial in Silver 
Beach, which looks out over the Man-
hattan skyline.

The plans for the dedication cer-
emony include FDNY and veterans 

WTC steel coming to Silver Beach
From page 1 groups escorting the steel in to Silver 

Beach, and then a blessing of the steel 
by an FDNY chaplain and the pastor 
from St. Benedict’s Church.

The public ceremony will take 
place at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 
18 at the Silver Beach memorial off 
Sunset Trail.

“I hope the community comes out in 
support of the families,” said Lynch.

A piece of steel from the former World Trade Center will be placed near the Silver Beach 9/11 
memorial this spring. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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“Nobody can put more pressure on us than us. 
That’s just what it is. As long we want it and 
continue to do what we do and be disciplined on 
defense I think we got a great shot at it.”
COACH BILLY TURNAGE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Iona kept momentum short 

lived for Manhattan, keeping 
a sell out crowd from truly 
getting into the game and the 
Jaspers from earning an im-
portant home win.

The Gaels hit the big shots 
down the stretch to secure a 
70-67 victory over the Jaspers 
in MAAC men’s basketball in 
front of a national television 
audience at Draddy Gymna-
sium that began late Friday 
night and fi nished early Sat-
urday morning. 

Iona’s Kelvin Amayo hit a 
3-pointer from the corner to 
put his team up four with 2:00 
to play in the game and A.J. 
English’s trey from the right 
side gave the Gaels the lead 
for good at 68-65 with 29 ticks 
left. English scored 22 points.

“They did what Iona does,” 
Manhattan coach Steve 
Masiello said. “They made 
tough shots.”

Manhattan (12-12, 9-6) 
got the situations it wanted 
in the fi nal minutes. Ashton 
Pankey switched on to Eng-
lish on the play and used all 
of his 6-foot-10 frame to chal-
lenge the eventual game-win-
ning 3-pointer. On the Jaspers 
fi nal inbounds play it sprung 
reserve forward Zane Water-
man open for a trey that did 
not go down. 

“It’s exactly what I 
wanted,” Massiello said of the 
fi nal play. “We didn’t make 
the shot, but I’m ok with that 
“

Manhattan, which re-
bounded with a 79-70 win over 
Fairfi eld on Sunday, led just 
twice in the game for at total 
of six seconds when Shane 
Richards hit a 3-pointer with 
9:16 to go in the second half. 
Iona (20-6, 13-2) answered 
right back when freshman 
Schadrac Casimir hit a try. He 
posed a major problem for the 
Jasper all evening by scoring 
22 points and providing the 
answer to multiple Manhat-
tan runs. 

“They’d hit a huge shot to 
get back in the game or take 
the lead and here comes Schad 
to answer it,” Iona coach Tim 
Cluess said. “As the crowd 
was starting to irrupt he’d 
quiet it again.”  

It was he second straight 
loss for the defending confer-
ence champions against the 
top two teams in the league 
right now. Manhattan fell 85-
77 in overtime to second place 
Rider on Feb. 8. The defeats 
while discouraging at the mo-
ment, keep the fourth place 
Jaspers believing they are 

right there with the MAAC’s 
best. 

“It’s a learning process,” 
said senior forward Emmy 
Andujar, who scored a team-
high 17 points. “We got two 
tough losses against Rider. 
We just played Iona to the 
wire. It just shows we are 
right there.”

Iona shot 52 percent from 
the fi eld and connected on 
11 three-pointers. Manhat-
tan shot just 39 percent for 
the contest, but stayed in it 
thanks to it defense. The Jas-
pers forced 21 turnovers and 

scored 23 points off them. 
Masiello would have liked to 
see his team capitalize more 
on the chances it created. 

Pankey had 16 point and 
Shane Richard chipped in 12, 
including four 3-pointers for 
Manhattan. Andujar tied the 
scored at 65-65 on a put back 
with 53 seconds to play before 
English hit the game’s biggest 
shot.  

“I looked at coach and he 
told me to go,” English said. 
“Hours in the gym you take 
that shot. I just thank God it 
went in.”

MANHATTAN FALLS
SHORT AGAINST IONA 

Manhattan’s Ashton Pankey, seen here against Fordham, scored 16 points in a loss to rival Iona. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

I can’t wait for this because 
of the bad seasons our NY 
teams have had. Maybe base-
ball will be better.

My main questions for my 
Yankees are: will A-Rod turn 
out to be a 40-year old player 
with deteriorated hips who 
hasn’t played in 2-years? Will 
Mark Teixera be healthy? Will 
Carlos Beltran hit without 
coaching by Kevin Long? Ex-
actly who are these new hit-
ting coaches, Jeff Pentland 
and Alan Cochrel? Are the 
pitchers healthy?

Sir Charles

And The Knicks

Ian Begley (ESPNNY.com) 
talked about Charles Bark-
ley’s reaction to the trade of 
J.R. Smith’s trade to Cleve-
land. “Most Knicks observers 
assume J.R. Smith is playing 
well in Cleveland because he 
doesn’t have to run the trian-
gle anymore.

Charles Barkley has a dif-
ferent theory. The TNT ana-
lyst and noted Knicks critic 
believes Smith is playing well 
because he’s not surrounded 
by the “idiots” in New York.

“I looked at J.R. Smith like 
this: I look at him as a follower. 
And I told coach (David Blatt) 
that. He’s a guy if you put him 
around good people, he’s going 
to play well. If you put 

Pitchers 
And 

Catchers

Continued on Page 65
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Wings Academy has relied heavily 

on its two Division I signees all sea-
son. Help will be needed however if 
the Wings want to accomplish its post-
season goals. Sophomore wing Jose 
Perez, provided all the assistance 
needed against a game Kennedy team 
in the borough fi nal.

He netted 15 points and helped 
relieve the defensive pressure on 
Georgetown-bound center Jessie Go-
van during a 68-53 victory in the 
PSAL Bronx boys’ basketball fi nal at 
Queens College last Saturday after-
noon. Govan scored a game-high 20 
points and Buie netted 16 points, in-
cluding three 3-pointers. 

“He’s really important,” Govan 
said. “He’s that X-factor. He can go off 
for 15 to 20 points every game. We ex-
pect that out of him and he did that to-
day.”

The game was far different from 
the teams’ fi rst two meetings, which 
Wings won by a combined 79 points. 
That, however, was expected if you 
asked anyone on the Wings bench. 
Kennedy shot the ball extremely well 
in the fi rst half behind Isaac Arhin 
(17 points) and Afful Pani, who had 13. 
Kennedy led 32-28 with 3:15 to go be-
fore he break. 

“We expected it,” Perez said. “We 
knew it wasn’t going to be an easy 

game because we be beat them by 40 
twice.” 

Wings (22-2) went on a 9-2 run, 
fueled by two Buie threes to take a 

37-34 advantage into the half. Wings 
kept the momentum going after the 
break by opening the third quarter 
with a 12-5 run. Buie buried a trey 

right in front of the Wings bench 
to put his team up 51-39 with 1:51 to 
play in the third quarter. 

“We just had to stay under con-
trol, stay poised and make our run 
right back and we did that, “Govan 
said. 

Despite the defeat, longtime Ken-
nedy coach Johnny Mathis feels con-
fident in his continually improv-
ing team heading into the playoffs. 
The Knights (12-9) finished third in 
Bronx AA and beat Evander Childs 
to reach the final.

“We went to sleep in the second 
half,” Mathis said “The first three 
minutes of the second half we went 
to sleep. If we keep progressing we 
will be already.”

Wings and its seniors want to fi-
nally progress to the PSAL Class AA 
title game for the first time in school 
history and bring home the crown. 
Wings coach Billy Turnage said his 
team hasn’t spoken of its quarter-
final loss after the turn of the New 
Year, but he knows its always there 
as motivation, especially for the se-
niors.

“Nobody can put more pres-
sure on us than us,” Turnage said. 
“That’s just what it is. As long we 
want it and continue to do what we 
do and be disciplined on defense I 
think we got a great shot at it.” 

Wings fl y past Kennedy for PSAL Bronx title  

The Wings Academy boys’ basketball team celebrates its PSAL Bronx Borough champion-
ship. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Tickets for individual Yankees 
games at Yankee Stadium will fi rst be 
made available to the public through 
an exclusive MasterCard pre-on-sale 
online at yankees.com and yankees-
beisbol.com, and via Ticketmaster 
phone from Wednesday, February 18, 
at 10:00 a.m. through Monday, Febru-
ary 23, at 10:00 p.m. During the Mas-
terCard pre-on-sale, all fans can pur-
chase tickets using their MasterCard. 
For more information, visit www.yan-
kees.com/priceless.

Fans purchasing tickets during 
this on-sale can take advantage of the 
“MasterCard Preferred Pricing” pro-
gram. When fans purchase individual 
game tickets using their MasterCard, 
they can save up to $15 per ticket in se-
lect seating categories.

For those using other accepted 
methods of payment, the general pub-
lic on-sale will begin on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 24, at 10 a.m. at yankees.com and 
yankeesbeisbol.com, and via Ticket-
master phone only at (877) 469-9849 and 
Ticketmaster TTY at (800) 943-4327. 

Beginning Wednesday, February 
25, tickets may be purchased at the 

Yankee Stadium Ticket Offi ce, all area 
Ticketmaster outlets and all Ticket 
Offi ces located within Yankees Club-
house Shops.

As in past years, the Yankees will 
make available individual-game ticket 
value programs, including the Master-
Card Half-Price Game Ticket Special, 
which allows fans to purchase tick-
ets for select games during the 2015 
season in select areas of the Terrace 
Level, Grandstand Level or Bleachers 
for 50 percent off the advance ticket 
price, when using their MasterCard. 
Tickets for MasterCard Half-Price 
Games may be purchased in advance 
or on the day of the game, subject to 
availability.

For a complete list of ticket spe-
cials, including game dates, seating 
locations, and terms and conditions, 
fans should visit www.yankees.com/
ticketspecials. Fans with questions 
may call (212) YANKEES [926-5337] or 
email tickets@yankees.com. Note that 
all ticket specials are subject to avail-
ability. All individual-game ticket 
value programs exclude all Premium 
Games*.

Yankees announce on-sale 
dates for 2015 regular season 

individual-game tickets

The iconic New York Daily News 
Golden Gloves returns to Empire City 
Casino for the fi fth consecutive year 
on Wednesday, March 11.  The 2015 
semi-fi nals of the fabled amateur box-
ing tournament will be hosted on the 
casino’s fourth fl oor.

 The oldest and most esteemed am-
ateur event in the U.S., celebrating its 
88th anniversary this season, has pro-
duced generations of legendary boxers 
including Sugar Ray Robinson, Emile 
Griffi th, Floyd Patterson, Riddick 
Bowe, Gerry Cooney, Mark Breland, 
Jose Torres, and Zab Judah.

 “We are proud that the Daily News 
Golden Gloves has become part of the 
great sports tradition at Empire City 
Casino, and is now in its fi fth year,” 
said president & CEO, Timothy J. 

Rooney. “Two New York institutions 
are once again teaming up for what 
we know will be an exciting event for 
fi ght fans.”

 General Admission tickets are $25; 
senior citizens and college students 
are $15; and fi rst responders will re-
ceive free admission. To receive free 
or discounted tickets, guests must 
present valid photo ID. For more in-
formation visit www.nydn.ua/gg or 
call Brian Adams at the Daily News at 
212-210-1908 or Empire City Casino at 
914-968-4200. 

 Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and fi rst 
bell is 7:30 p.m. sharp. These in-de-
mand tickets will be sold on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-served basis only at the 
door on fi ght night.  Tickets and seat-
ing are limited.                               

Fight Night at
Empire City Casino
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Competing against the best teams 
in the country at the 2015 UCA (Uni-
versal Cheerleading Association) 
National High School Cheerleading 
Championship in Orlando, Florida, the 
St. Catharine Academy Varsity turned 
out a champion performance, placing 
3rd in the nation in the Small Varsity 
Division II sector. While nationally 
ranked for 7 years, and the only nation-
ally ranked school in the Bronx, it is 
the fi rst time SCA broke into the elite 
top three teams in the country earn-
ing each cheerleader a bronze medal.  
“This season was a turning point for 
the SCA Varsity,” said Coach Nicole 
Pennacchia Sallustio.

The UCA National Competition is 
considered the most prestigious event 
held in high school cheerleading and is 
the only cheer competition recognized 
by and televised by ESPN.  The cheer-
leading routines are judged on execu-
tion and diffi culty of partner stunts, 
pyramids and tumbling.  Scores are 

also awarded for jumps and dance, 
crowd leading ability and overall 
cheer impression.

Forty-eight teams in Small Varsity 
Division II qualifi ed for preliminary 
competition.  The competition nar-
rowed down to 18 fi nalists to vie for 
fi rst place in the nation.

The SCA Varsity cheerleaders per-
formed a strong routine, earning very 
high marks for its crowd pleasing, 
diffi cult and precise routine.  “It is 
the fi rst time that we had such a dif-
fi cult routine and ranked so high at 
Nationals,” said Coach Sallustio.  “It 
was through the hard work and dedi-
cation of the team and coaches that 
this achievement was possible.  It is 
such an honor to rank among the best 
and receive SCA Varsity’s fi rst bronze 
medal.”

The SCA Varsity Cheerleader 
coaches are Nicole Sallustio and 
Christine Roth, and Assistant Coach 
Giovanna LoPiccolo.

SCA Varsity Cheerleaders 
Bring Home the Bronze

SCA Varsity Cheerleaders

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
As successful regular season that 

has Murry Bergtraum back in the 
hunt for another PSAL Class AA 
girls’ basketball city title should be 
viewed as a major accomplishment 
considering the circumstances un-
der which it started. 

Seniors and Bronx natives Asha-
nae McLoughlin and Alexandria 
Smith aren’t taking any bows yet.

“It didn’t really mean anything 
for us,” McLoughlin said after beat-
ing rival Francis Lewis on Senior 
Day to secure the division title. “We 
are not where we want to be yet.”

Where she and Bergtraum want 
to be is back a top the PSAL after 
having its string of 15 straight city 
titles broken last season by Francis 
Lewis. This Bergtraum team was far 
from a sure thing to be in position 
to do that when the season began. 
Legendary head coach Ed Grezin-
sky abruptly retired in late October, 
star sophomore Millicia Reid trans-
ferred to Bishop Loughlin and senior 
leader Joella Gibson is now playing 
at Siena. McLaughlin and Smith 
were left to guide a young roster. The 
two have adapted well.

“This season has been a learning 
experience, going through all the 
trials and tribulations, new coach, 
young plays, a whole new team,” 
Smith said. “It prepared me and 
Ashanae for college. We are going 
to know how to come into new situa-
tions and handle it.”

The two of have been the lynch 
pins to Bergtraum’s success. The 
Seton Hall-bound McLaughlin is 
second in the ‘AA’ in scoring at 22.8 
points per game. She is also averag-

ing 6.5 rebound and 5.4 assists per 
contest. Smith, who has a scholar-
sip offer Middle Tennessee and from 
interest from Michigan State Buf-
falo, St. Peter’s, Quinnipaic, James 
Madison, Wagner and Siena, has 
continued to come into her own. 
The 6-foot-3 center is averaging 14.6 
points per game and 12.3 boards. The 
Lady Blazers are 16-6 and ranked 
second in the upcoming playoffs. 

“Last year added a whole lot of mo-
tivation to our team, to prove every-
one in the city wrong that doubted 
us,” McLaughlin said.

The explosive guard gave fi rst-
year head coach Nerva Jean Pierre 
and assistant Curtiz Simpson plenty 
of credit for creating an environment 
that bread chemistry and a family at-
mosphere. Jean Pierre on the other 
hand tipped his cap to his Division 
I guard because she bought into her 
leadership role. Smith said she and 
McLaughlin reminded the younger 
players how important this season 
was to them and to take pride in the 
program they play for. 

“We talked with them and told 
them how much basketball means to 
us,” Smith said. “This is out way of 
life. They have to learn too because 
when we leave they have to be the 
ones to step up.”

Until then its McLaughlin and 
Smith who will do whatever it takes 
make Bergtraum and champion 
again and earn a slice of redemp-
tion. 

“They broke the streak.” Jean 
Pierre said of his seniors and return-
ees. “They have to bring it home. 
Bergtraum it is all about the ban-
ners.”

Bronx duo has Bergtraum 
back in city title hunt 

Bronx natives Ashanae McLaughlin (l.) and Alexandria Smith (r.) havr Murry Bergtraum back 
in title contention after a rocky start. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

him around those idiots in New 
York, he’s going to be an idiot,” Bark-
ley said last week during TNT’s Cavs-
Clippers broadcast. “Every time he 
played well in New York, they had a 
good team. And when things go bad, 
they had him on a team with some 
boneheads. And he’s a follower. He’s 
not a bad kid but he’s a follower.” 

OK then. Barkley mentioned that 
Smith has benefi ted from being around 
LeBron James, Kyrie Irving, Mike 
Miller, Shawn Marion and others in 
Cleveland. He didn’t mention any of 
the Knicks’ “idiots” by name, but that 
comment doesn’t refl ect well on Car-
melo Anthony, J.R.’s closest friend on 
the Knicks.

Cote’s Notes

In Greg Perry Patter

Dwight Perry (Seattle Times) told 
us, “Dreaming of being a world-class 
soccer player? It’s certainly a golden 
goal.

Type in the average U.S. salary — 
$43,000 — into an interactive calcu-
lator at BBC.com, and this is what it 
spits out, with adjustments for cost of 
living and the like:

Cristiano Ronaldo earns 18,200,000 
($20.9 million) per year. It would take 
him 18 minutes to earn your weekly 
salary. On your current salary ($730), 
it would take you 551 years to earn 
Cristiano Ronaldo’s annual wage. If 
you had started in the year 1464 you’d 
almost be fi nished.”

“To air is human
Q: What do the Seahawks and NBC 

anchor Brian Williams have in com-
mon?

A: Both would’ve been better off 
staying on the ground.”

1,576-step program
Australia’s Suzy Walsham, 41, won 

the annual race up the Empire State 
Building’s 86 fl ights of stairs for a re-
cord sixth time.

Just call her Queen Kong.”

from Page 63

Pipe Dream: Cote’s Notes
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Get A FREE Matching Boxspring!

More gel. More coils. More innovative than ever. With Dual Effects® gel 
memory foam for cooler comfort, and upgraded coils for more support.

Featuring EverFeel™ Technology and an enhanced layer of Cool Action™ Dual
Effects® Gel Memory Foam for a deep, plush supportive comfort .  

SAVE
$1,800
on any Serta Motion

Adjustable
Base

See store for details.

UP
TO

with any Serta iseries
or icomfort purchase.

See store for details.

SAVE
UP TO AN ADDITIONAL

$200 
On Posturepedic Hybrid.

See store for details.

The perfect combination of cool, 
conforming comfort with the 

deep-down coil support 
of a Sealy Posturepedic.

Twin, Full and King sizes available at similar savings.
All models available for purchase may not be on display. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Previous sales do not apply. 

L E G E N D

Sleep well on our exclusive G.S. Stearns Luxury Mattress Collection 
featuring silk, wool, individually wrapped coils & memory foam. 

Experience the ultimate in comfort with our exclusive Beautyrest 
Legend Mattresses featuring Smart Response coil technology.

UP TO
$600
VALUE!

UP
TO

FREE
Comforter,

Sheets, Duvet & 
1 Down Pillow!

With any G.S. Stearns, Beautyrest 
Legend or Ultimate Queen or 

King set purchase.

UP TO

$319
VALUE!

me Brand Mattresses Than Anyone!



*Offer applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo
period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the min. payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular
account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Min. Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. 

At Sleepy’s, A Comfortable Mattress Is Everything.

Free Delivery
With every Tempur-Pedic purchase.  

Interest for 60 Months* On Tempur-Pedic
60 months financing on any Tempur-Pedic purchase of $2,549 or more made with your Sleepy’s credit card between 2/5/15 & 2/23/15. 

Equal monthly payments required for 60 months.  Other Financing Options Available. See store for details.

The #1 Tempur-Pedic Elite Retailer in New York

UP TO

$200Off
Plus

UP TO

$200
Gift Card
On select Tempur-Pedic mattress sets. 

Savings vary by size and model. 
Gift card value equal to savings. 

See store for details.
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