
BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx Charter School 

for Better Learning is plan-
ning to open its second loca-
tion in vacant space in the 
M.S. 144 building, but not ev-
eryone is happy about that 
plan.

The building, near the in-
tersection of Gun Hill Road 
and Allerton Avenue, is cur-
rently occupied by the Michel-
angelo Junior High School 
and the Pelham Gardens Mid-
dle School but is significantly 
under-utilized. According 

to the DOE, only about two-
thirds of the space is used.

The proposal for the sec-
ond location, BBL II, would 
place about 75 kindergartners 
to the school this fall, adding 
a grade each year until the 
K-5 school is full.

But some members of dis-
trict 11’s Community Educa-
tion Council feel that bring-
ing an elementary charter 
school in is not the best use 
for the space, said president 
Pamela Johnson. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local community board 

has booted its longtime dis-
trict manager.

Some feel that the deck was 
stacked, but whatever the case, 
it spelled the end of Francisco 
Gonzalez’s 20-year career as a 
district manager at Commu-
nity Board 9. 

Gonzalez was dismissed by 
a 17 to 2 board vote on Thurs-
day, January 15.

Sources close to local poli-
tics told the Bronx Times that 
the vote comes as part of an on-
going feud between different 
political factions that involve 
Borough President Diaz Jr., 
who makes community board 
appointments, his father Sena-
tor Ruben Diaz Sr., and the em-
battled ex-district manager. 

Many of those voting  for 
Gonzalez’ ouster were recent 
appointments to CB 9.

“These people who voted 
me out are new, and they don’t 
know the depth of the work 
that I have done,” said Gon-
zalez, who said at the end of 
the day, he had sought to only 
serve the people in the board’s 
communities and the bor-
ough. 

The former district man-
ager said that working with 
the community is a life-long 
commitment. 

“I always had an open door 
policy and anyone who has 
ever known me, knows that no 
one leaves that offi ce without 
getting services of one kind or 
another,” he said.

The outgoing district man-
ager, who’s replacement has 
yet to be named, was em-
broiled in a morass of sorts af-
ter he was fi ned $7,500 in Au-
gust 2013 by the NYC Confl icts 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community leaders are con-

cerned about the existance of 
sex offenders in the homeless 
shelter for families at the former 
Capri Whitestone motel in Ferry 
Point. 

Responding to the community 
uproar, Senator Jeff Klein held a 
press conference on Friday, Jan-
uary 23 calling attention to leg-
islation he sponsored that would 
prohibit the most serious sex of-
fenders from living in homeless 
shelters specifi cally for families 
with children. 

He was joined in his call by 
Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto and Councilman James 
Vacca, along with Community 
Board 10 and neighborhood lead-
ers.  

But at least one local elected 

offi cial believes that the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services can 
fi x the issue at the shuttered mo-
tel and elsewhere with a simple 
change in its own policy. 

Senator Klein said at the 
press conference, fl anked by 
community leaders, that if his 
legislation were enacted into law 
it would ban Level 2 and Level 3 
sex offenders - those convicted of 
the most serious crimes - from 
residing in a homeless shelters 
for families. 

Allowing high-level sex of-
fenders to stay in family shelters 
where vulnerable women and 
children are trying to get back 
on their feet is not only trouble-
some but dangerous,” said Klein. 
“With more than 60,000 home-
less New Yorkers sleeping in 
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Warm Smiles On Snowy Day
Josiah Williams, 6, has a great time in Wier Creek Park after the blizzard 
on Tuesday, January 27. For more photos from the aftermath of the storm, 
see page 7. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

SEX OFFENDERS
CAUSE UPROAR

CB 9 boots 
district 

manager

Charter planned for M.S. 144
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Three adjacent proper-

ties, on and alongside Web-
ster Avenue have recently 
been purchased in a $4.125 
million deal.

On Tuesday, January 
20, Ariel Property Advisors 
announced that a develop-
ment site, 3084 Webster Av-
enue and 410-414 E. 203rd 
Street had been purchased.

According to Ariel PA, 
the property’s zoning al-
lows for approximately 
93,000 buildable square 
feet as-of-right and approx-
imately 124,000 buildable 
square feet with inclusion-
ary housing, after also 
confi rming that the Stagg 
Group is planning to de-
velop a residential rental 
building.

Inclusionary housing of-
fers new residential devel-
opments an optional fl oor 
area bonus as long as af-
fordable housing is created, 
preserved, or a percentage 
of affordable housing units 

are set aside.
This property’s pur-

chase follows a rezoning 
of Webster Avenue, in Bed-
ford Park and Norwood, 
which took place in 2011 at 
the request of Community 
Board 7. 

The rezoning now per-
mits mid-density housing 
and retail on Webster Av-
enue while still preserving 
the adjacent residential ar-
eas, in order to turn Web-
ster Avenue into an invit-
ing, vibrant and walkable 
corridor and to preserve 
certain residential areas 
while encouraging new de-
velopment on Webster Av-
enue.

“This building will 
add to our overall vision 
of Webster Avenue - which 
will be a safe, encouraging 
section of the Bronx,” said 
Adeline Walker-Santiago, 
chairwomen of CB 7. 

“Our goal is to show 
Bronx residents that this 
area, from East Gun Hill 

Road to Fordham Road 
on Webster Avenue, has 
greatly improved, and 
the community board has 
worked with everybody, 
from the Housing Commit-
tee members and council 
members to make sure this 
building compliments the 
area.”

Walker-Santiago ex-
plained the board is ac-
tively seeking businesses 
that would be a proper fi t 
for the neighborhood and 
that a safety committee 
will be selected based on 
the plans of the residence.

She also added that the 
there will be a meeting 
on Wednesday, February 
18, the day after the CB7’s 
monthly board meeting, 
where the Stagg Group, 
Housing Committee, CB 7 
and neighborhood residents 
are invited, and more than 
welcome to offer their opin-
ions and thoughts about the 
property’s proposed use.

No matter the outcome 

of the property, having 
a brand new residential 
building on Webster Ave-
nue will be very timely for 
the neighborhood and its 
residents, in an area of the 
west Bronx where housing 
is in demand.

The Webster Avenue site, 
located just north and west 
of the Metro North Har-
lem line, has Manhattan 
express bus service, and is 
walking distance from the 
Bronx Zoo and New York 
Botanical Garden. 

According to Walker-
Santiago, there is a chance 
one will be able to see 
NYBG from the building’s 
rooftop.

“It’s a great opportunity 
for this up and coming, de-
veloping area,” she said. 
“I am optimistic that this 
building will contribute to 
the neighborhood’s grow-
ing improvement.”

The Stagg Group could 
not be reached for com-
ment.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
As a sea of resplendent 

marchers make their way 
down East Tremont Avenue 
in the 17th annual Throggs 
Neck St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade, three honorees will 
take their positions at the 
front of the line.  

This year’s grand mar-
shals, Throggs Neck couple 
Agnes and Patrick Lynch, 
and honored clergy Msgr. 
John Graham are elated to  
be the key people of the pa-
rade, which steps off at noon 
on Sunday, March 15. 

In interviews with the 
three Irish-Americans, a 
strong sense of the impor-
tance of the 2015 parade as 
a community event, as well 
as its religious signifi cance, 
was evident. 

“I think (the parade) is 
great for the community,” 

said Patrick Lynch, adding 
“it is a joyous day.”

Agnes and Patrick Lynch 
both immigrated to the 
United States from Ireland 
(counties Slingo and Kerry 
respectively). 

They are active in St. 
Frances de Chantal parish in 
a number of capacities, they 
both said, and raised two 
daughters. 

“It is a day of fun for the 
people of Throggs Neck, it re-
minds people of their heritage 
and even of their extended 
heritage,” said Agnes of the 
parade, adding that it is a day 
to honor Saint Patrick. 

Msgr. Graham, the pastor 
of the Church of St. Raymond 
and a Catholic regional vicar, 
said that he had attended 
the parade twice before and 
that he hopes that March 
15th spectacle sees beautiful 

weather and many attend-
ees.

“I think it is a wonderful 
privilege that has been given 
me,” he said about being se-
lected honored clergy by the 
parade committee. 

The parade honors Saint 
Patrick, who Graham said is 
the patron saint of both Ire-
land and the Archdiocese of 
New York. 

“I think one of the great 
characteristics of Patrick is 
that he is a missionary, al-
ways bringing the Gospel to 
people in very diffi cult cir-
cumstances,” he said. 

Agnes and Patrick Lynch 
were married in 1959, and 
moved to Throggs Neck from 
Fordham in 1966. 

They are both Eucharis-
tic ministers. 

In Ireland, Agnes grew up 
on a farm, and went to a one-

room schoolhouse. She im-
migrated to the United States 
with her sisters. 

Patrick represented 
County Kerry as part of the 
Kerry  Football team in 1952 
and 1953. 

He later served in the 
United States Army after im-
migrating, and then went to 
work for forerunner agencies 
of the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority’s New 
York City Transit, retiring 
in 1991. 

Msgr. Graham said that 
his mother was born in 
County Mayo, and his father 
had immigrated several gen-
erations before. 

The parade will make 
its way along East Tremont 
Avenue from Lafayette to 
Harding avenues. At Hard-
ing Avenue, there should be a 
reviewing stand. 

A Mass and breakfast for 
marchers will take place at 
St. Benedict Church in the 
hours before the parade. 

Over 20 Irish-Americans 

and community exemplars 
who are recently deceased 
will also be remembered as 
honorary grand marshals 
this year.

St. Patrick’s Day 
marshals selected 

Patrick and Agnes Lynch are the grand marshals of the 2015 
Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

An ariel shot of the property purchased by the Stagg Group, lo-
cated at 3084 Webster Avenue and 410-414 E. 203rd Street. 
 Photo courtesy of Ariel Property Advisors

Webster Ave. property sold to Stagg Group
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Israel’s president has a message of friend-

ship for Bronxites and Latinos. 
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and 

Israeli President Reuven Rivlin held an dia-
logue event at the Bronx Museum of the Arts 
on the Grand Concourse on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 28, with a goal of developing stronger 
relations between the Latino and Jewish 
communities both in the Bronx and United 
States, and abroad. 

After speaking at the United Nations, 
Rivlin headed to the Bronx to spread a mes-
sage of goodwill among minority groups, 
and specifi cally between Latino and Jews. 

The president said in his remarks that 
combining all minorities together is in the 
‘DNA’ of Israel, and that work needs to be 
done to bridge gaps between different mi-
nority groups. He seemed to see the Latino 
community as emblematic of America’s fu-
ture.

“The Latinos in the Bronx are going to 
become the majority, not as Latinos, but as 
Americans,” said Rivlin at the event. “And 
we would like that both friends, American 
and Israeli, be together because we symbol-
ized the way of how to fulfi ll and act accord-
ing to the rules of democrats.”

During his remarks, the Israeli president 
spoke of the great diversity of Israel, where 
Jews from all over the world, including 
South and Latin American countries, moved 

after the formation of the nation in 1948.  
The visit by Rivlin comes on the heals of 

a state visit by a group of prominent Latinos 
to Israel. 

Borough President Diaz shared his expe-
riences of the country. Diaz said this was his 
second trip to Israel, with the fi rst being in 
2008. 

“I am honored to welcome Israeli Presi-

dent Reuven Rivlin, as well as Latino and 
Jewish leaders from all over the city and the 
tri-state area, to the Bronx to kick off this 
important conversation, which builds on my 
recent trip to Israel with a citywide delega-
tion of Latino leaders,” said Diaz. 

The Latino and Jewish communities of 
this city have demonstrated a deep commit-
ment to one another for decades, and this 

event will help strengthen and expand on 
those connections,” he added.

The day was truly historic, said Diaz, 
who spoke about visiting the Golan Heights, 
a location of great strategic interest to the 
Jewish State of Israel. He also said that the 
Latino Evangelical religious community is 
a staunch supporter of Israel spiritually. 

Diaz’s recent visit with Latino business 
and civic leaders from around the New York 
region was hosted in coordination with the 
Jewish Community Relations Council of 
New York. It included meetings with Israeli 
political leaders, and tours of tactical and re-
ligious sites. 

As part of the discussion and a brief ques-
tion and answer session, Diaz and Rivlin 
spoke about Israel’s formation and its ongo-
ing fi ght against terrorism, and also of the 
plethora of Jewish history and life in the 
borough.  

At the end of the program, Diaz pre-
sented President Rivlin with the gift of an 
afghan depicting sites of importance around 
the borough, and made him an honorary 
Bronxite. Diaz also said that children from a 
Bronx school will be pen pals with children 
at a primary school in Israel. 

“It was very good of the borough presi-
dent to bring a world leader to the borough 
to recognize our many attributes,” said at-
tendee, Ken Kearns, district manager of 
Community Board 10. 

Israeli president speaks to Bronx Prez

(L-r) Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and Israeli President Reuven Rivlin as the president receives a 
Bronx afghan. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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New York City shelters 
and thousands more out on 
the street, we need to take 
every measure to protect 
those in our care.” 

Klein said if passed, the 
regulations would apply to 
sex offenders when they 
have fi nished their proba-
tion or parole.” 

Benedetto said that the 
Department of Homeless 
Services was very arro-
gant in placing the shelter 
next to Ferry Point Park 
while the elected offi cials 
and community worked to 
fi nd an alternate site, and 
that it now seems like the 
agency was incompetent in 
selecting the management 
for the former motel. 

The facility, run by 
Acacia and housing over 
90 families, is called the 
Crystal Family Shelter. Ac-
cording to a Department of 
Criminal Justice Services 
website search supplied to 
the Bronx Times by local 
activists, two sex offend-
ers, one who committed 
crimes against an under-
age person, reside there. 

“The core responsibil-

ity of government is the 
safeguarding of its citi-
zens,” said Benedetto, add-
ing “this is intolerable.” 

Benedetto said he be-
lieves that the DHS can 
fi x the situation at Crystal 
by revising its own policy 
about housing high level 
sex offenders, moving 
them to shelters that do not 
house families. 

The councilman said he 
did know of any DHS pol-
icy when it came to hous-
ing sex offenders, and said 
that it was unacceptable to 
deal with these kinds of is-
sues ‘‘as it hits us.’’

“Our shelters are 
safe havens for families 
and children experienc-
ing the most diffi cult of 
hardships,” said Vacca. 
“We cannot, in good con-
science, accept the risk of 
allowing sex offenders to 
live in close quarters with 
these already vulnerable 
families.”

 Martin Prince, CB 10 
chairman; Dotti Poggi, 
Friends of Ferry Point 
Park president and a 
member of the citizens ad-
vice board for the Crystal 

Family Residence; and Jo 
Anne Sohmers, president 
of the Ferry Point Civic 
Association also voiced 
their concerns. 

 CB 10 has reached out 
to DHS, and has requested 
that the two sex offenders 
be removed, but still be 
given services, said Ken 
Kearns, district manager.

“This board has made 
efforts in trying to have 
them (the offenders) be 
moved too,” said Kearns, 
who added that he knows 
that services cannot be 
denied to these men. 

 “What our board sug-
gested was that because 
there was a possibility of 
a problem, that they sim-
ply be relocated to another 
shelter,” he said. 

 Sex offender data on 
the state website is for 
informational purposes 
only, and is not intended 
to be punitive, 

 DHS did not respond 
to requests for comment.  
According to Klein’s of-
fi ce, as of press time the 
legislation passed in the 
State Senate. It is not yet 
a law. 

of Interest board. 
According to its fi ndings, Gonzalez let 

Bronx Puerto Rican Parade workers use 
community board offi ce equipment. 

Gonzalez survived a previous vote on 
his tenure by the board in December 2012. 

Current CB 9 chairman William Rivera 
said that the board members were aware of 
the Confl icts of Interest ruling because it 
is public information. 

“On Thursday, January 15, Community 
Board 9’s general board voted to remove 
our district manger, Francisco Gonzalez, 
effective immediately,” read a statement 
from the board. “We wish Mr. Gonzalez 
well in his future endeavors and thank 
him for his past service.” 

A new district manager will hopefully 
be selected by the summer, after a screen-
ing process with rules mandated by the 
City Charter, said Rivera. 

A spokesman for Borough President 
Diaz Jr. said that there will be no interim 
district manager, and that a staff member 
will assist the board and its staff as they 
search for a new manager. 

CB 9 encompasses Castle Hill, Clason 
Point, Soundview, and Parkchester. Gon-
zalez had been its district manager since 
1993, he said.

CB 9 boots district manager

Francisco Gonzalez

From Page 1

Sex offenders cause uproar

Community Board 10 chairman Martin Prince (c) addresses those in attendance at press conference 
ioutside the former Capri Motel. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A 100 plus year-old court-

house is not even close to 
seeing its fi nal days thanks 
in part to a $60,000 grant .

The Bronx Borough 
Courthouse, a historic and 
iconic building in the south 
Bronx located at East 161st 
Street between Third and 
Brook avenues, is nearing 
its long-awaited revival af-
ter standing abandoned for 
nearly four decades. The 
four-story, Beaux-Arts style 
courthouse, constructed be-
tween 1905 and 1914 by archi-
tects Michael John Garvin 
and Oscar Florianus Bluem-
ner, was intended to house 
just the Supreme Court. 

At the time of the court-
house’s completion, the bor-
oughs population was un-
der a half million and there 
weren’t many civil and/or 
criminal cases to hear.

However, between 1920 
and 1930, the population of 
the Bronx exploded from 
732,016 to 1,265,258 (accord-
ing to census.gov) and the 

courthouse was inadequate  
for the increase of cases and 
population.   

When the Bronx Su-
preme Courthouse at 851 
Grand Concourse  and East 
161st Street was comleted in 
1934 the Surrogate’s Court 
was moved there, leaving 
only the Criminal Court in 
the Bronx County Court-
house.

The building went into 
decline during the 1970s, 
fi nally having its windows 
and doors sealed in 1977.

“The 1960s and 1970s 
was a time of major change 
in the Bronx, but especially 
for this section,” said Lloyd 
Ultan, historian at the Bor-
ough’s Historical Society. 

“During this time period, 
the (Bronx) Borough Hall, 
which was the original ad-
ministrative headquarters 
of the borough president 
and other civic leaders, was 
demolished (in 1969) and the 
IRT Third Avenue El was 
torn down (in 1973). Com-
bined with the borough’s de-

cline, changes were rapidly 
taking place, but many com-
munity leaders, historians 
and preservationists sought 
to keep this building in exis-
tence.”

After a decade of inactiv-
ity, the courthouse obtained 
landmark status in 1981. 

After its abandonment, 
the Bronx Borough Court-
house eventually became 
storage space for public art.

Finally, in 1998, the city 
found a buyer - auctioning 
the property to a Brooklyn 
private developer named 
Henry Weinstein. Although 
he has yet to fi nd a user for 
the property,  Weinstein be-
lieves a tenant will be found 
sometime in the near fu-
ture. 

An exterior cleanup of 
the building is in progress. 

“I got involved in the 
purchase of this building 
because it has so much his-
tory attached to it,” said 
Weinstein. “Currently, I 
am searching for worthy 
tenants and uses - such as 

schools, medical centers, de-
bate rooms, etc. and I expect 
the courthouse to have a ten-
ant in six to nine months.” 

The courthouse’s upcom-
ing revitalization is being 
aided by No Longer Empty, 
a Bronx organization that 
was recently received a  
Neighborhood Challenge 
Initiative grant. Ironically 
the ceremony took place in-
side the former courthouse. 

“Our goal in this project 
is to increase access to the 
arts and to reopen this beau-
tiful building,” said Naomi 
Hersson Ringskig, execu-
tive director at No Longer 
Empty, who added that she 
expects the iconic piece of 
New York City architecture 
to reopen to the public in 
April. 

“Our partner, SoBro, has 
also been greatly involved 
in the transformation of the 
neighborhood’s businesses, 
and we (NLE) are happy to 
be in the Bronx, working 
with such great partners to 
complete this mission.”

Borough Courthouse to fl ourish again

The Bronx Borough Courthouse, located at East 161st Street be-
tween Third Avenue and Brook Avenue, is expected to reopen to 
the public in April after the doors were sealed almost four decades 
ago. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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(Above) Kids from Ballet Hispanica during 
the celebration. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Casita Maria Center for Arts and Educa-
tion celebrated their 80th anniversary at 
their Hunts Point home on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 21. The center was founded in Harlem in 
1934 and moved to the Bronx in 1961. Since 
then, they have offered a variety of pro-
gramming for local youth and their families.

CASITA MARIA CELEBRATES 80 YEARS

Grand Master Melle Mel attended the event. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

New Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner, of the 
77th Assembly District, was sworn in on Sun-
day, January 25 at the Bronx Museum of Arts. 
The inauguration ceremony was attended by 
local leaders and elected offi cials.

NEW ASSEMBLYWOMAN SWORN IN

(Above) Latoya Joyner is sworn in with her 
mother, Caroline Mullins, at her side. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

The Assemblywoman LaToya Joyner ad-
dresses the crowd that came to celebrate 
her inauguration. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Freedom marcher Jacqueline Woodson (c) with school staff. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx Charter School for Better Learning

Bronx Charter School for Better Learning in Baychester hosted a talk by bestselling author 
Lynda Blackmon Lowery, author of ‘Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom’, who spoke to stu-
dents about the Selma Voting Rights March of 1965.   Lowery was a young person when she 
marched for voting rights with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The march went from Selma to 
Montgomery, Alabama.

SCHOOL HOSTS SELMA MARCHER 

The YMCA After School Programat P.S. 14 presented a Winter Showcase at the school on 
Thursday, January 22. At the event, third and fi fth graders showcased the work that they 
accomplished during the program.

P.S. 14’S YMCA AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

Students of P.S. 14 presented their work from the after school programs at the YMCA Winter 
Showcase. Photo by Miriam Quin

The YMCA staff poses at the Winter Showcase event at P.S. 14. Photo by Miriam Quin
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This week’s snowstorm had Bronxites working and playing. On Tuesday, January 27, many 
started digging themselves out, while students home from school, fl ocked to the parks to 
test their sleds.

SNOW BLANKETS THE BOROUGHSNOW BLANKETS THE BOROUGH

Kids rush up a hill in Crotona Park to get the most out of their sledding time. Photo by Edwin Soto

Alicia (5) and Alex Ramirez (9) in a snow igloo at Soundview 
Park. Photo by Edwin Soto

Bill Henderson, on Agar Place, had to break out the snow 
blower. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Christian Serrano, 11, helps dig out his neighbor’s car on 
East 196th Street and Buhre Ave. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Anabelle Mejia helps her son, Noah, with his sled in 
Harriet Field Park. Photo by Miriam Quin
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Plans for a new police administrative 

building at Rodman’s Neck came soon af-
ter the news that the New York City Police 
Department would not reduce its use of 
the fi ring range off Pelham Bay Park.

The proposal for a new building was 
recently presented by the Department 
of Citywide Administrative Services to 
Community Board 10’s municipal ser-
vices committee, said district manager 
Ken Kearns, and was approved by both 
the committee and the board without any 
signifi cant objections.

This was primarily because operations 
at Rodman’s Neck are currently being run 
out of temporary buildings and trailers.

“The police are operating out of com-
pletely inadequate space,” said Kearns.

The new two-story gray building will 
include space for training and storage, he 
said.

“It’s a very utilitarian building,” said 
Kearns.

The building will replace one that was 
damaged in Superstorm Sandy, said board 
member Bob Bieder, and is being moved 
to comply with new fl ooding regulations.

 The committee’s only request about 
the building was that it be as environmen-
tally sustainable as possible.

The issue with the shooting range is 
noise complaints from nearby City Island 

residents, who have been pushing for 
years for proper sound abatement or re-
duced use of the fi ring range.

The sound of gunshots coming from 

the range make it diffi cult to use outdoor 
space in the summer and impacts quality 
of life, said longtime City Island commu-
nity leader Barbara Dolensek. 

“When the sound travels across the 
water it amplifi es,” said Dolensek. “It’s 
just really unpleasant.”

And although Dolensek has no prob-
lem with the plans for a new police 
building, she was upset to hear the news 
in December that the police department 
would not be signifi cantly reducing the 
use of the fi ring range.

After constant pleas to the city to do 
something about the noise, including a 
lawsuit in the mid-90s, City Island resi-
dents were told in 2009 that the major-
ity of the fi ring range’s operation would 
be moved when a new police academy 
opened in Queens.

At a meeting with precinct commu-
nity council members in December, in 
response to a question from a City Is-
land resident, NYPD Commissioner 
William Bratton said that would no lon-
ger be the case.

Bratton said a lack of City Coun-
cil funding was the reason operations 
would not be moving, but local Council-
man James Vacca said the allocations of 
those funds were not up to the council.

Vacca said the people of City Island 
deserve a better explanation, and he 
now questions whether the department 
ever intended to close the fi ring range.

“I am very disappointed,” said 
Vacca.

New police building slated for Rodman’s Neck

A new police administrative building will be built at Rodman’s Neck, home to the NYPD fi ring range, 
next year. File photo

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The historic Bank Note 

Building in Hunts Point 
is home to an innovative 
business incubator.

The BXL Business Incu-
bator was launched by the 
Business Outreach Center 
Network on January 21 
in a portion of the iconic 
space.

The BOC Network, in 
partnership with the New 
York City Economic De-
velopment Corporation, 
took over a 11,000 square-
foot offi ce space several 
months ago from a previ-
ous business incubator 
that opened in 2012.

With the relaunch, the 
BOC Network has plans 
to expand the support ser-
vices it offers to incubator 
members, said executive 
director Nancy Carin.

BXL is the fi rst business 
incubator that the network 
is running, but the non-
profi t organization has a 
long history of providing 
support for entrepreneurs 
across the city, said Carin.

“We’re really here to 
support community-based 
business and job creators,” 
she said.

First and foremost, the 
incubator offers affordable 
offi ce space through the 
use of dedicated desks or a 
shared co-working space. 

But beyond affordabil-
ity, bringing developing 
businesses together to 
make connections benefi ts 
the entrepreneurs.

“The community of the 
entrepreneurs, in addition 
to other support services, 
really makes a big differ-
ence,” said Carin.

Those other support 
services include assis-
tance with business plan 
development and fi nances, 
as well as access to small 
business loans through 
BOC Capital Corp. or other 
resources.

“We really want to 
match businesses with 
whatever source of fund-
ing they need,” said Carin.

In addition to provid-
ing workshops and devel-

opmental opportunities 
for incubator members, 
the space will also peri-
odically host workshops—
particularly technology 
centered workshops— for 
the greater community.

Many of the current in-
cubator members are in 
the technology industry, 
said incubator manager 
Jerelyn Rodriguez, al-
though they range widely 
from software developers 
to computer repairs. An-
other sizable group are 
health-care businesses, 
primarily home-care com-
panies.

Overall there is a wide 
variety, including a truck-
ing company and an en-
vironmentally conscious 
non-profi t, she said.

There are 60 businesses 
that call the incubator 
home, with a total of 90 
members, said Rodriguez, 
but the space has room for 
at least 120.

She’s looking forward 
to the incubator continu-
ing to grow both in terms 

of members and services 
offered.

While any entrepre-
neur can be a member of 
the business incubator for 
as long as the would like, 
the hope is that some of 
the businesses will eventu-
ally outgrow the space and 

move on, said Carin.
But in the meantime, 

the BXL Business Incuba-
tor isn’t going anywhere—
the BOC Network signed a 
7-year lease.

“We’re hoping this will 
be a long-term success,” 
said Carin.

The incubator is host-
ing a small business pop-
up, open to the public, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, February 21, at 
890 Garrison Ave.

Learn more about the 
BXL Business Incubator at 
www.bxl.nyc.

Business incubator launched in Bank Note Building

At the launch of the BXL Business Incubator: (l to r) BXL manager Jerelyn Rodriguez, former manager 
Joe Carrano, executive director of BOC Network Nancy Carin and Mathew Shuffl er, chief of staff for 
Assemblyman Marcos Crespo. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A fi nancial literacy magazine is helping 

pre-teens all over the country become well-
educated on personal fi nancing.

On Thursday, January 22, TIME For 
Kids and PwC (PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP) launched an educational and fun mag-
azine for students at Metropolitan Light-
house Charter School.

The magazine, ‘Your $ - Financial Liter-
acy For Kids’, is a fi rst of its kind magazine 
from TIME For Kids geared towards teach-
ing students, fourth through sixth grade 
about personal fi nance and heightening 
their awareness about how much money 
they should spend or save for the future.

The launch event, which was hosted by 
leaders representing TIME For Kids, PwC, 
NBC TODAY Show and the WNBA, was 
held to acknowledge the magazine’s pre-
miere as well as discuss the importance of 
youth fi nancial literacy among schools in 
the Bronx as well as the entire county. 

During the event, members of each com-
pany spoke to the students, giving them 
advice from their personal experiences in 
regards to saving and spending money the 
right way.

“We (PwC) pick schools nationwide, in-

cluding the south Bronx, in which we could 
make a big impact,” said Mitch Roschelle, 
PwC partner.

Roschelle, who grew up in Melrose on 
East 161st Street and Walton Avenue, right 
near Yankee Stadium and Joyce Kilmer 
Park, is now greatly impacting the youth of 
the neighborhood in which he came from, 
and greatly understands the importance of 
passing on this knowledge to the next gen-
eration.

“With the help of Principal (Court-
ney) Russell’s tremendous leadership, the 
school’s partnership with PwC has been a 
very positive experience,” Roschelle said. 

Another attendee at the event was Jeop-
ardy winner Jeff Xie, who earned himself 
the spot on the magazine’s front cover by re-
cently winning $75,000 on Teen Jeopardy. 

He also spoke to the students about sav-
ing up for what matters most, like a college 
education instead of a video game. 

Magazines were distributed for free to 
each of the students.

The magazine will help fi ll a critical fi -
nancial literacy gap that currently exists 
in schools across the United States and is 
expected to reach more than 1.8 million stu-
dents and educators in its fi rst year alone.

It was clear that students at the school 
had learned a lot about fi nancial literacy af-
ter just one discussion.

“We will face a lot of challenges in the 
future when it comes to saving and spend-
ing our money,” said Binta Diakite, a stu-
dent.

“It’s good that we are being prepared for 

these future situations, like buying a home 
and college.”

“As we get older, learning about saving 
and spending money becomes more and 
more important,” said Tamya Capeles. “I 
am glad that these groups and our school 
are teaching us about this topic for the 
present and the future.”

Students learn about 
fi nancial literacy

Above (l-r) student Pamela Hernandez, Kelly Ryan, PwC and student Jada Lagverre pose at the launch 
of ‘Your $ - Financial Literacy for Kids’ event. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A reoccurring truck-parking 

issue has both community leaders 
and residents all over the Bronx 
annoyed.

For many years, tractor trail-
ers have been parking on service 
roads alongside highways and 
thruways for extended periods of 
time, usually at night, in areas in 
which they are not legally allowed 
to be parked.

The situation generates a po-
tentially unsafe and illegal sce-
nario, as the parked tractor trail-
ers decrease the width of the 
service road, potentially forcing 
cars to merge into one lane while 
these truck drivers break the law.

There have been countless com-
plaints and reports of these situa-
tions taking place, mostly on the 
service roads of I-278 (Bruckner 
Expressway) and I-95, although 
there have also been occurring in-
stances alongside I-695 or Throgs 
Neck Expressway.

“This has been a problem in 
our community for many years,” 
said William Rivera, chairman of 
Community Board 9, referring to 
stretches of Bruckner Boulevard 
service road from Bronx River to 

Zerega avenues and Cross Bronx 
service road from Bronx River Av-
enue to White Plains Road.

“Enforcement is the best solu-
tion to this problem, so once I re-
ceive a complaint, I call 311 and 
the 43rd Precinct to inform them 
of the situation.”

Here’s the law - tractor trail-
ers cannot be parked on a service 
road, unless it’s a properly zoned 
area, for more than three consecu-
tive hours or anytime after dusk. 

Caught offenders and violators 
have been hit with a summons 
and have even had their trucks 
towed.

A potential problem lies with 
just summonsing these truck driv-
ers, as a summons typically costs 
less than renting a space for over-
night parking, even after senator 
Jeff Klein passed legislation to 
increased the penalty from $65 to 
$250 in 2012, and $500 for repeated 
offenses.

“I’m dismayed that fi ve years 
after passing this bill, there is 
still a serious lack of enforcement 
by city agencies,” said Klein. “In 
2012, we found that the city could 
generate more than than $3 mil-
lion in revenue from the Bronx 

alone by simply issuing these 
tickets with increased penalties.  
That’s money that could be spent 
on improving the quality of life 
for residents of the 34th Senate 
District. In the coming weeks, I 
plan to sit down with city agencies 
and refocus our efforts to increase 
enforcement and to put an end to 
the notion that this type of illegal 
activity can persist.” 

According to Councilman 
James Vacca, this is a long-last-
ing, borough-wide issue that de-
mands vigilance and patience.

“Legally, tractor trailers 
should be renting space in an ap-
propriately zoned area, such as a 
manufacturing area,” said Vacca, 
who has been actively involved in 
summonsing and towing numer-
ous overnight-parked trucks in 
Community Board 10, as is aware 
of the area’s vulnerability to this 
situation due to its accessibility to 
highways.

“Because this area (CB 10) is 
bounded by highways, this has 
been a issue that has come up time 
and time again. It is important 
that the people of this neighbor-
hood stay on top of it, and I encour-
age people who witness this issue 

to call my offi ce and 311 with a li-
cense plate number, a location and 
other important information.”

Vacca also explained that even 
though a dent has been made in 
the issue, it is still very diffi cult to 
summon and/or tow every single 
tractor trailer that breaks this 
law. 

A few things have to work in 
NYPD’s favor - they must have 
the equipment available to tow 
these trucks and they must have 
enough room in the tow pound for 
these trucks to be stored.

However, Vacca wants to drive 
the issue home to truck drivers 
that they will eventually be towed 
if they continue to bend the rules 
hoping to turn them off of just pay-
ing the ticket instead of paying for 
a full night of parking.

Local residents are not much 
happier with the inconvenience of 
those trucks illegally parked.

“This is a vicious cycle,” 
said Bob Bieder, who works in 
Westchester Square. “I believe 
that this is an issue that needs 
stronger legislation.”

There needs to be more tow 
trucks in the city to properly take 
care of this problem.”

Trucks still parking illegally on service roads

Tractor trailers, like this one parked on 
Throgs Neck Expressway, have been 
parking overnight on service roads for 
many years. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein





The CEC successfully fought plans 
for an Icahn Charter School trying to 
locate there in  2013.

“It’s at the expense of students in 
the community,” said Johnson about 
the plan.

Her primary objection is that Dis-
trict 11 is over crowded. Johnson said 
the district desperately needs more 
middle school seats, and using space 
for a K-5 charter doesn’t make sense. 

Additionally, there are several 
schools in the district still using 
transportable classroom units that 
are dilapidated and inconvenient, and 
she wants those students moved out of 
trailers in to main buildings.

Lastly, Johnson said the CEC has 
asked the DOE over the years to put 
special programs, like a gifted and 
talented program, in the building.

“There are things we could do with 
that space,” said Johnson.

But while Johnson feels that open-
ing BBL II would not best serve the 
students of District 11,  BBL executive 
director Kevin Brennan disagrees.

The original BBL in Baychester was 
founded 11 years ago to specifically 
serve students from the northeast 
Bronx, said Brennan.  The elementary 
school has a significantly large wait-
ing list each year,  which was why the 
board decided to open a second loca-
tion nearby.

“This is about creating more seats 
for students,” he said.

Those seats are filled almost exclu-
sively from District 11 because of the 
priority for local students in the ad-
missions lottery, said Brennan, which 
will be the case at BBL II as well.

The school offers parents in the 
district an additional option for their 
child’s education, which is a plus, said 

Brennan.
Brennan also feels the co-location 

itself is a plus. His experience work-
ing with K-8 schools while a county 
superintendent in New Jersey showed 
him that interaction between older 
and younger students in mentorship 
roles can be beneficial for both stu-
dents. 

Additionally, BBL’s co-location with 
P.S. 111 has been successful, creating 
opportunities for collaboration among 
staff and the sharing of resources.

And although the school doesn’t 
consider test scores the only mark of 
a good education, Brennan said BBL 
students are high performing on as-
sessments and are accepted to compet-
itive middle schools, where they go on 
to do well.

“Our students have been very suc-
cessful,” said Brennan. 

According to the DOE, BBL per-
forms well in comparison to schools 
within the district and across New 
York City. 

In the previous school year, BBL 
ranked in the 81st percentile for city-
wide and 96th percentile for district-
wide English Language Arts profi-
ciency scores, and ranked in the 87th 
percentile for citywide and 91st per-
centile for district-wide math profi-
ciency scores. 

“Given BBL’s record of success and 
the need for additional elementary 
school seats in the Bronx resulting 
from kindergarten and elementary 
school enrollment growth, the DOE 
supports the placement of BBL II in 
District 11,” reads a statement from 
the DOE.

A public hearing on the proposal 
will take place at 6 p.m. on Monday, 
February 9 at M.S. 144, 2545 Gunther 
Ave.
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From Page 1

Charter planned for M.S. 144

The M.S. 144 building, where the Bronx Charter School for Better Learning plans to open a second K-5 
school co-located with the Michaelangelo Middle School and Pelham Gardens Middle School. Silvio J. 
Pacifi co
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NURSING POSITIONS

RN Supervisor - Full Time & Weekends
LPN’s - Full/Part/Perdiem

Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net

New 825 Square Foot
Renovated Rehabilitation Department
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