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CB 9 boots district manager

Continued on Page 51

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local community board 

has booted its longtime dis-
trict manager.

Some feel that the deck 
was stacked, but whatever 
the case, it spelled the end of 
Francisco Gonzalez’s 20-year 
career as a district manager 
at Community Board 9. 

Gonzalez was dismissed 
by a 17 to 2 board vote on 
Thursday, January 15.

Sources close to local pol-
itics told the Bronx Times 
that the vote comes as part of 
an ongoing feud between dif-
ferent political factions that 
involve Borough President 

Diaz Jr., who makes commu-
nity board appointments, his 
father Senator Ruben Diaz 
Sr., and the embattled ex-dis-
trict manager. 

Many of those voting  for 
Gonzalez’ ouster were recent 
appointments to CB 9.

“These people who voted 
me out are new, and they 
don’t know the depth of the 
work that I have done,” said 
Gonzalez, who said at the 
end of the day, he had sought 
to only serve the people in 
the board’s communities 
and the borough. 

The former district man-
ager said that working with 

the community is a life-long 
commitment. 

“I always had an open 
door policy and anyone who 
has ever known me, knows 
that no one leaves that of-
fice without getting services 
of one kind or another,” he 
said.

The outgoing district 
manager, who’s replacement 
has yet to be named, was em-
broiled in a morass of sorts 
after he was fined $7,500 in 
August 2013 by the NYC Con-
flicts of Interest board. 

According to its findings, 
Gonzalez let Bronx Puerto 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community leaders 

are concerned about the 
existance of sex offenders in 
the homeless shelter for fami-
lies at the former Capri Whit-
estone Motel in Ferry Point. 

Responding to the com-
munity uproar, Senator Jeff 
Klein held a press conference 
on Friday, January 23 call-
ing attention to legislation 
he sponsored that would pro-
hibit the most serious sex of-
fenders from living in home-
less shelters specifi cally for 
families with children. 

He was joined in his call 
by Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto and Councilman 
James Vacca, along with 
Community Board 10 and 
neighborhood leaders.  

But at least one local 
elected offi cial believes that 
the Department of Homeless 
Services can fi x the issue at 
the shuttered motel and else-

where with a simple change 
in its own policy. 

Senator Klein said at the 
press conference, fl anked by 
community leaders, that if 
his legislation were enacted 
into law it would ban Level 
2 and Level 3 sex offenders - 
those convicted of the most 
serious crimes - from resid-
ing in a homeless shelters for 
families. 

Allowing high-level sex of-
fenders to stay in family shel-
ters where vulnerable women 
and children are trying to get 
back on their feet is not only 
troublesome but dangerous,” 
said Klein. “With more than 
60,000 homeless New Yorkers 
sleeping in New York City 
shelters and thousands more 
out on the street, we need to 
take every measure to pro-
tect those in our care.” 

Klein said if passed, the 
regulations would apply to 
sex offenders when they have 

fi nished their probation or 
parole.” 

Benedetto said that the 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices was very arrogant in 
placing the shelter next to 
Ferry Point Park while the 
elected offi cials and com-
munity worked to fi nd an al-
ternate site, and that it now 
seems like the agency was 
incompetent in selecting the 
management for the former 
motel. 

The facility, run by Acacia 
and housing over 90 families, 
is called the Crystal Family 
Shelter. According to a De-
partment of Criminal Jus-
tice Services website search 
supplied to the Bronx Times 
by local activists, two sex of-
fenders, one who committed 
crimes against an underage 
person, reside there. 

“The core responsibility 
of government is the safe-

Josiah Williams, 6, has a great time in Wier Creek Park after the 
blizzard on Tuesday, January 27. For more photos from the after-
math of the storm, see page 34.. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx Charter School for Bet-

ter Learning is planning to open its sec-
ond location in vacant space in the M.S. 
144 building, but not everyone is happy 
about that plan.

The building, near the intersection 
of Gun Hill Road and Allerton Avenue, 
is currently occupied by the Michelan-
gelo Junior High School and the Pel-
ham Gardens Middle School but is sig-
nifi cantly under-utilized. According to 
the DOE, only about two-thirds of the 
space is used.

The proposal for the second location, 
BBL II, would place about 75 kinder-
gartners to the school this fall, adding 
a grade each year until the K-5 school is 
full.

But some members of district 11’s 
Community Education Council feel that 
bringing an elementary charter school 
in is not the best use for the space, said 
president Pamela Johnson. 

The CEC successfully fought plans 
for an Icahn Charter School trying to 
locate there in  2013.

“It’s at the expense of students in the 
community,” said Johnson about the 
plan.

Her primary objection is that Dis-
trict 11 is over crowded. Johnson said 
the district desperately needs more 
middle school seats, and using space for 
a K-5 charter doesn’t make sense. 

Additionally, there are several 
schools in the district still using trans-
portable classroom units that are dilap-
idated and inconvenient, and she wants 
those students moved out of trailers in 
to main buildings.

Lastly, Johnson said the CEC has 
asked the DOE over the years to put spe-
cial programs, like a gifted and talented 
program, in the building.

“There are things we could do with 
that space,” said Johnson.

But while Johnson feels that open-
ing BBL II would not best serve the stu-
dents of District 11,  BBL executive di-
rector Kevin Brennan disagrees.

The original BBL in Baychester 
was founded 11 years ago to specifi -
cally serve students from the northeast 
Bronx, said Brennan.  The elementary 
school has a signifi cantly large wait-

Charter planned for M.S. 144
ing list each year,  which was why the 
board decided to open a second location 
nearby.

“This is about creating more seats 
for students,” he said.

Those seats are fi lled almost exclu-
sively from District 11 because of the 
priority for local students in the admis-
sions lottery, said Brennan, which will 
be the case at BBL II as well.

The school offers parents in the 
district an additional option for their 
child’s education, which is a plus, said 
Brennan.

Brennan also feels the co-location 
itself is a plus. His experience working 
with K-8 schools while a county super-
intendent in New Jersey showed him 
that interaction between older and 
younger students in mentorship roles 
can be benefi cial for both students. 

Additionally, BBL’s co-location with 
P.S. 111 has been successful, creating 
opportunities for collaboration among 
staff and the sharing of resources.

And although the school doesn’t con-
sider test scores the only mark of a good 
education, Brennan said BBL students 
are high performing on assessments 
and are accepted to competitive middle 
schools, where they go on to do well.

“Our students have been very suc-
cessful,” said Brennan. 

According to the DOE, BBL per-
forms well in comparison to schools 
within the district and across New York 
City. 

In the previous school year, BBL 
ranked in the 81st percentile for city-
wide and 96th percentile for district-
wide English Language Arts profi -
ciency scores, and ranked in the 87th 
percentile for citywide and 91st percen-
tile for district-wide math profi ciency 
scores. 

“Given BBL’s record of success and 
the need for additional elementary 
school seats in the Bronx resulting from 
kindergarten and elementary school 
enrollment growth, the DOE supports 
the placement of BBL II in District 11,” 
reads a statement from the DOE.

A public hearing on the proposal 
will take place at 6 p.m. on Monday, Feb-
ruary 9 at M.S. 144, 2545 Gunther Ave.

The M.S. 144 building, where the Bronx Charter School for Better Learning plans to open a 
second K-5 school co-located with the Michaelangelo Middle School and Pelham Gardens 
Middle School. Silvio J. Pacifi co

ALLEY CAT CAFE

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE
(718) 824-0168

TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

FEATURING
Brisket

St. Louis Ribs 
Pulled Pork

Beef Short Ribs
Pork Belly  Salmon 

Burnt Ends
Whole or 

Half Chickens

FREE DELIVERY

APPETIZERS, SIDES, WRAPS
SANDWICHES and SALADS

WE’RE
SMOKIN’
7 DAYS A WEEK

15 Family Plans To Choose From View 
Our Complete Menu at

www.alleycatcafebronxbbq.com

HAPPY HOUR 3 to 7pm

Sunday - Thursday  11am - 10pm
Friday - Saturday  11am - 12am
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We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY
Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

www.giordanosbigg.com

ALWAYS ON
PREMISES

7 DAYS A WEEK

COME IN
HAVE A FREE

CUP OF COFFEE
 CHECK US OUT.

FULL LINE OF MEAT, 
SEAFOOD AND DELI

THIS IS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BUTCHER SHOP. WE WILL 
CUSTOM CUT ALL ORDERS YOUR WAY. BIG GAME DEALS

CHOICE ANGUS RIBS OF BEEF $799 lb

HORMEL HAM LOWER
SALT $499 lb AMERICAN CHEESE  

MUENSTER CHEESE  $599 lb

$1199
1/2 LB. EACH

Boar’s Head Ham

Boar’s Head Oven Gold

   Turkey Beast

Hotel Bar American Cheese

ALL MEATS
CUSTOM CUT

YOUR WAY

CUSTOM
CUT FREE

DELI PLAN 1

DELI DELUXE

DELI PLAN 2

DELI  FOVORITES

$999
1/2 LB. EACH

Hormel Ham
Citterio Genoa Salami
Domestic Swiss Cheese

DELI PLAN 3

ITALIAN DELIGHTS

$1699
1/2 LB. EACH

Citterio Italian Hot 
      Cooked Capocolla
Pistachio Mortadella
Genoa Salami
Prosciutto

FULLY COOKED
ST. LOUIS

RIBS

BUY 2 RACKS GET 1

FREE
3 FT. PARTY HERO’S

ORDER YOUR BIG GAME HERO TODAY!

Rib Steaks
      (Trimmed)

Italian Sausage
    5 lbs. for

Italian Chicken Sausage

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

$899

$1500

lb
Party Wings
    10 lbs. for
Chicken Leg 1/4s
    10 lbs. for

Chicken (CUT FREE)

3 whole chickens

$2000

$1000

lb

$1500

Jumbo Cooked
Cocktail Shrimp

Cooked
Clams

$1499

$399
SAVE $5.00 lb

lb

Tilapia
Fillet

$499 lb

The Bronx Times Reporter will publish your 
announcements. Send announcements along with 
photo, to: Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or e-mail Bronxtimes@
aol.com. 

Birthdays

Mary Gatto of Pelham Bay turns 100 on Sat-
urday, January 31. Her family writes:

Mary was born in the Bronx on January 31, 
2015. She raised three children with her husband 
Joe in Belmont. Mary now resides in Pelham Bay 
with her son Frank and his family. Mary’s in re-
markably good shape for her age. Her secret to 
her longevity is  ‘dont’t worry about the things you 
cannot change; get lots of rest; and eat fruits, veg-
etables, and lots of macaroni. 

Elizabeth Gill’s 85th birthday was cele-
brated on Saturday, January 24. Gill is the 47th 
Precinct Community Council president. She 
was presented a proclamation by Congressman 
Eliot Engel, noting her birthday in the Congres-
sional Record. 

around
town

by Patrick Rocchio

Mary Gatto
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(corner of Schurz Ave. & Buttrick Ave.)

Contact us for additional information at

sfdcspirit@gmail.com

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
35 Years Serving The Community

Formally of Morris Park

CALL THE SPECIALISTS

Midco Accounting Services Inc.                                                                                                                                  
1075 Central Park Avenue                                                                                                                                           

Apple Bank Plaza, Suite 205                                                                                                                                         
Scarsdale, New York  10583                                                                                                                                         

Tel: 914-723 -8500  Fax: 914-723-8576                                                                                                                      
www.midcotax.com                    

Michael J. Di Costanzo Sr.
Tax Consultant
michael@midcotax.com

Michael J. Di Costanzo Jr., CPA
miked@midcotax.com
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MARIANO RIVERA

NNEWW OWWNEEERSS!  NNEWW MANAAGEMMENNT!  NEEWW RREESPPEECTT FORR YYOOU!

Now accepting membership for the Beach Club with different 
packages for every budget. Enjoy the view of Long Island Sound 
while swimming in the spacious pool or come into the shade 
of your private cabana. Experience weekly exciting events along 
with brunch, family barbecues and dinner with sparkling sunset 
views. Open Memorial Day through Labor Day. We invite you to 
take a tour of the club.

Surf Club
On The Sound

THE NEW

But, summer will be here soon

Surf Club
On The Sound

THE NEW

Spend Your Summer Reminiscing With
NY Yankee Great and Future Hall of Famer, 
Mariano Rivera, a Proud Member of 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
As a sea of resplendent 

marchers make their way 
down East Tremont Avenue in 
the 17th annual Throggs Neck 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, three 
honorees will take their posi-
tions at the front of the line.  

This year’s grand mar-
shals, Throggs Neck couple 
Agnes and Patrick Lynch, 
and honored clergy Msgr. 
John Graham are elated to  be 
the key people of the parade, 
which steps off at noon on Sun-
day, March 15. 

In interviews with the 
three Irish-Americans, a 
strong sense of the impor-
tance of the 2015 parade as a 
community event, as well as 
its religious signifi cance, was 
evident. 

“I think (the parade) is 
great for the community,” said 
Patrick Lynch, adding “it is a 
joyous day.”

Agnes and Patrick Lynch 
both immigrated to the United 

St. Patrick’s Day 
marshals selected 

States from Ireland (coun-
ties Slingo and Kerry respec-
tively). 

They are active in St. Fran-
ces de Chantal parish in a 
number of capacities, they 
both said, and raised two 
daughters. 

“It is a day of fun for the 
people of Throggs Neck, it re-
minds people of their heritage 
and even of their extended 
heritage,” said Agnes of the 
parade, adding that it is a day 
to honor Saint Patrick. 

Msgr. Graham, the pastor 
of the Church of St. Raymond 
and a Catholic regional vicar, 
said that he had attended the 
parade twice before and that 
he hopes that March 15th spec-
tacle sees beautiful weather 
and many attendees.

“I think it is a wonderful 
privilege that has been given 
me,” he said about being se-
lected honored clergy by the 
parade committee. 

The parade honors Saint 

Patrick, who Graham said is 
the patron saint of both Ire-
land and the Archdiocese of 
New York. 

“I think one of the great 
characteristics of Patrick is 
that he is a missionary, al-
ways bringing the Gospel to 
people in very diffi cult cir-
cumstances,” he said. 

Agnes and Patrick Lynch 
were married in 1959, and 
moved to Throggs Neck from 
Fordham in 1966. 

They are both Eucharistic 
ministers. 

In Ireland, Agnes grew up 
on a farm, and went to a one-
room schoolhouse. She im-
migrated to the United States 
with her sisters. 

Patrick represented 
County Kerry as part of the 
Kerry  Football team in 1952 
and 1953. 

He later served in the 
United States Army after im-
migrating, and then went to 
work for forerunner agencies 

of the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority’s New York 
City Transit, retiring in 1991. 

Msgr. Graham said that his 
mother was born in County 
Mayo, and his father had im-
migrated several generations 
before. 

The parade will make its 
way along East Tremont Ave-
nue from Lafayette to Harding 
avenues. At Harding Avenue, 

there should be a reviewing 
stand. 

A Mass and breakfast for 
marchers will take place at St. 
Benedict Church in the hours 
before the parade. 

Over 20 Irish-Americans 
and community exemplars 
who are recently deceased will 
also be remembered as honor-
ary grand marshals this year.

Patrick and Agnes Lynch are the grand marshals of the 2015 Throggs 
Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

DISCOVER WHAT’S IN STORE
AT THROGGS NECK SHOPPING CENTER
Come shopping for great values at Throggs 
Neck Shopping Center—conveniently located 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITES

COMMUNITY HOSPICE NURSES (RN)
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS (LMSW/LCSW)

Bilingual English/Spanish; English/Mandarin; English/Cantonese.
Reliable automobile & valid driver’s license are preferred.

Competitive compensation and benefits package.
Hospice of New York is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: JUDITH GAYLE
judith.gayle@hospiceny.com or Fax: 718.784.1413

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES

Come Make a Difference 
New training groups each month!

Patient Care Volunteers
Support patients and their loved ones in your community

Bereavement Volunteers
Support families who have lost a loved one

Administrative Voluteers
Assist personnel in our Long Island City office

NASSAU & QUEENS
Contact Angela Purpura

angela.purpura@hospiceny.com
or 516.222.1211

MANHATTAN, THE BRONX
& BROOKLYN

Contact Sandra Nielsen
 sandra.nielsen@hospiceny.com or 

718.472.1999

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have
had a loss (Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823
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$1995
Better gym.

Better price.

month-to-month

no commitment!

MORRIS PARK
1601 Bronxdale Avenue
718.828.0611 • NYSC.com

Other restrictions and fees may apply.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Israel’s president has a mes-

sage of friendship for Bronx-
ites and Latinos. 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. and Israeli President 
Reuven Rivlin held an dia-
logue event at the Bronx Mu-
seum of the Arts on the Grand 
Concourse on Wednesday, 
January 28, with a goal of de-
veloping stronger relations 
between the Latino and Jew-
ish communities both in the 
Bronx and United States, and 
abroad. 

After speaking at the 
United Nations, Rivlin headed 
to the Bronx to spread a mes-
sage of goodwill among minor-
ity groups, and specifi cally be-
tween Latino and Jews. 

The president said in his 
remarks that combining all 
minorities together is in the 
‘DNA’ of Israel, and that work 
needs to be done to bridge gaps 
between different minority 
groups. He seemed to see the 
Latino community as emblem-
atic of America’s future.

“The Latinos in the Bronx 
are going to become the ma-
jority, not as Latinos, but as 

Israeli president speaks to Bronx Prez

Americans,” said Rivlin at the 
event. “And we would like that 
both friends, American and Is-
raeli, be together because we 
symbolized the way of how to 
fulfi ll and act according to the 
rules of democrats.”

During his remarks, the 
Israeli president spoke of the 

great diversity of Israel, where 
Jews from all over the world, 
including South and Latin 
American countries, moved 
after the formation of the na-
tion in 1948.  

The visit by Rivlin comes 
on the heals of a state visit by 
a group of prominent Latinos 

to Israel. 
Borough President Diaz 

shared his experiences of the 
country. Diaz said this was his 
second trip to Israel, with the 
fi rst being in 2008. 

“I am honored to welcome 
Israeli President Reuven Riv-
lin, as well as Latino and Jew-
ish leaders from all over the 
city and the tri-state area, to 
the Bronx to kick off this im-
portant conversation, which 
builds on my recent trip to Is-
rael with a citywide delegation 
of Latino leaders,” said Diaz. 

The Latino and Jewish 
communities of this city have 
demonstrated a deep commit-
ment to one another for de-
cades, and this event will help 
strengthen and expand on 
those connections,” he added.

The day was truly historic, 
said Diaz, who spoke about 
visiting the Golan Heights, a 
location of great strategic in-
terest to the Jewish State of 
Israel. He also said that the 
Latino Evangelical religious 
community is a staunch sup-
porter of Israel spiritually. 

Diaz’s recent visit with La-
tino business and civic leaders 

from around the New York re-
gion was hosted in coordina-
tion with the Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council of New 
York. It included meetings 
with Israeli political leaders, 
and tours of tactical and reli-
gious sites. 

As part of the discussion 
and a brief question and an-
swer session, Diaz and Rivlin 
spoke about Israel’s formation 
and its ongoing fi ght against 
terrorism, and also of the 
plethora of Jewish history and 
life in the borough.  

At the end of the program, 
Diaz presented President Riv-
lin with the gift of an afghan 
depicting sites of importance 
around the borough, and 
made him an honorary Bronx-
ite. Diaz also said that chil-
dren from a Bronx school will 
be pen pals with children at a 
primary school in Israel. 

“It was very good of the 
borough president to bring a 
world leader to the borough 
to recognize our many at-
tributes,” said attendee, Ken 
Kearns, district manager of 
Community Board 10. 

(L-r) Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and Israeli President Reuven Rivlin 
as the president receives a Bronx afghan. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Enrolling Transfer Students for the 
2nd Semester. Deadline: February 7

 
A Proud Tradition of College Preparatory  

Academics & Building Young Men of Character 
Since 1941

A CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
OF EXCELLENCE 

Visit our website  
or call 718.292.6100 ext. 187 

www.cardinalhayes.org 
650 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY 10451

CARDINAL HAYES HIGH SCHOOL

INVITES YOU

FEBRUARY 7, 2015
10AM - 1PM

OPEN HOUSE
On Saturday February 14, dozens 

will join the Bronx Polar Bears for 
a plunge into the brisk waters of Or-
chard Beach in the Bronx.  The year’s 
plunge will help BronxWorks and 
BronxNet bring awareness to the issue 
of homelessness, particularly street 
homelessness.  Participants will bring 
new socks, gloves, hats and other items 
to donate to BronxWorks.  Others who 
will not participate in the plunge itself 
are encouraged to do the same and can 
view a link on the BronxWorks web-
site for additional information: http://
www.bronxworks.org/dip-against-
homelessness. 

 Many factors may lead to indi-
viduals becoming homeless, includ-
ing traumatic experiences, mental or 
emotional conditions, alcohol or sub-
stance abuse, and prolonged jobless-
ness. Homeless men and women strug-
gle to fi nd a warm and safe place where 
they can lie down for a night’s sleep. 
Deep sleep, which is essential to good 
health, is impossible and safety is of-
ten a concern.

  Each year the BronxWorks Home-
less Outreach Team (HOT) makes 
thousands of contacts with street 
homeless men and women, often pro-
viding them with a trip to their Liv-
ing Room/Safe Haven or a safe bed 
at a church that collaborates with 
BronxWorks. “Street homelessness 
is a very complex problem. However, 
like many of our major societal chal-
lenges, an impact can be made when 
people come together.  Bronx Works 
is very excited about partnering with 
BronxNet and the Bronx Polar Bears. 
We hope to build on this partnership 
to raise awareness of and support to 
address the important issue of street 
homelessness in our borough,” said 
BronxWorks Executive Director Ei-
leen Torres.

  Since 2011, The Bronx Polar Bears 
have been joined by Coney Island Po-
lar Bears and other participants, for 
the fun, healthy Valentine’s weekend 
plunge. BronxNet has helped organize 
the events and highlight the festivities 
on its channels.  BronxNet Executive 
Director and Bronx Polar Bear co-
founder Michael Max Knobbe stated, 
“The Bronx Polar Bear Plunge brings 

Bronx Polar Bears take 
a Valentine’s Day plunge

people together for exhilarating fun 
and fi tness at beautiful Orchard Beach 
in our borough of parks in an all-sea-
son city. We are pleased that this year’s 
plunge is helping to raise awareness 
and providing some warmth and com-
fort for the homeless. Many thanks to 
our partner BronxWorks and to the 
Coney Island Polar Bears, the NYC De-
partment of Parks-Pelham Bay, the Of-
fi ce of Bronx Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr., and NYC Fire Department 
EMS for helping to make the event a 
reality.”

The event will begin at 11:00 a.m. 
with safety tips from the lifeguard 
team and words of inspiration from 
some Bronx leaders followed by the 
plunge at 12:00 noon. Participants will 
warm up after the plunge with hot 
soup provided by Chef Michael Sher-
man.  A post-plunge celebration will 
occur at the Bronx Beer Hall at 2344 
Arthur Avenue near Fordham Road 
beginning around 2:00 PM.

Thanks to the Offi ce of Bronx Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz Jr., par-
ticipants coming from other boroughs 
will have easy access to Orchard 
Beach via The Bronx Trolley, which 
will pick passengers up on 42nd Street, 
between Lexington and Park Avenue 
at 9:30 a.m.

BronxNet is the independent not-
for-profi t organization serving the 
people of the Bronx through the pro-
vision of media production training, 
access to technology, and cable televi-
sion channels, workforce development 
and the production of TV programs 
that contribute to community devel-
opment. BronxNet programs six chan-
nels - 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 and 38 on the Ve-
rizon FiOS system and four channels 
- 67, 68, 69 and 70 - on the Cablevision 
system in the Bronx.

 Founded in 1972 as the Citizens 
Advice Bureau, the mission of Bronx-
Works is to help individuals and fami-
lies improve their economic and social 
wellbeing.  From toddlers to seniors, 
BronxWorks feeds, shelters, teaches, 
and supports our neighbors to build a 
stronger community.  To learn more 
about BronxWorks, visit its website at 
www.bronxworks.org.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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40th PCT.
Thrusday, Jan. 22,  11:46 a.m. — A sus-

pect entered an Apple Bank, located at 370 E. 
149th Street, where he handed a note to the 
bank teller demanding money.  The suspect 
fl ed the location with $845.

41st PCT.
Thursday Jan. 22, 5:33 a.m. – Police 

responded to a 911 call of a person shot at 
the corner of Halleck Street and Oak Point Av-
enue. EMS responded and transported the 
victim to Lincoln Hospital, where he was pro-
nounced DOA.

42nd PCT.
Sunday, Jan. 18, 3:00 a.m. – Suspects 

followed a 37-year-old male victim into the 
lobby area of his residence on East 174th 
Street where one suspect produced a hand-
gun while the second suspect demanded the 
victim’s money, in Spanish. The victim was 
struck about the forehead with the fi rearm, 
causing a laceration. Both suspects removed 
the victim’s cell phone and $200 cash, before 

fl eeing onto East 174th Street. The victim was 
treated at St. Barnabas Hospital.

43rd PCT.
Monday, Jan. 19,  7:45 a.m. — An indi-

vidual is wanted for a livery cab robbery which 
took place at Rosedale Avenue and Story Av-
enue. The suspect was picked up at Lafayette 
Avenue and Soundview Avenue and asked 
to go to Hunts Point. When the driver got to 
Rosedale Avenue and Story Avenue he forc-
ibly removed a cell phone and $200 from the 
driver. The suspect fl ed Story Avenue.

Wednesday, Jan. 21, 10:40 p.m. – A 
27-year-old male was in the rear of 755 White 
Plains Road when the suspect walked up to 
him, shot him the eye and then fl ed into 1880 
Lafayette Avenue. 

46th PCT.
Sunday, Jan. 24, 06:28 a.m. – Police re-

sponded to 344 E. 176th Street. Upon arrival, 
offi cers discovered a 2-week old female un-
conscious and unresponsive. EMS responded 
and transported the female to St. Barnabas 
Hospital where she was pronounced DOA.

*Price(s) include all costs to be paid by consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fees & taxes. To qualified buyers. Photos are illustrative
only. Prices may vary. See dealer for details. Offers end 1/31/15. NYCDCA#0927744, DMVFAC#7070432 ©2015 BOCPARTNERS.COM

3211 EAST TREMONT AVE. BRONX, NY
SHOWROOM HOURS: MON-THURS:9-8 FRI:9-7 • SAT:9-5 

MILEABUICKGMC.COM

AutoGroup

250Vehicles
In Stock!

Conquest Lease
Cash Available

Milea Welcomes all Costco, Teachers,
and Credit Union Member Discounts!

888.293.8472

Trade Out Of Your Current Lease
Early! Any Make or Model.

Stk#15044b, MSRP: $25,485 mo closed end lease.
Ttl due $2,735 ($2,015 Down, $125 1st Payment,
$0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k mi/yr, ex-
cess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments $3,000,
Residual: $16,310. Price incl GM Conquest if qual.

$125

2015 BUICK ENCORE

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

Stk#15198, MSRP: $29,235.24 mo closed end
lease. Ttl due $2,679 ($2,015 Down, $69 1st Pay-
ment, $0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k mi/yr,
excess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments $1,656,
Residual: $20,464. Price incl GM Conquest if qual. 

$69

2015 GMC TERRAIN SLE AWD

Stk#15229, MSRP: $36,900 mo closed end lease.
Ttl due $2,909 ($2,015 Down, $299 1st Payment,
$0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k mi/yr, ex-
cess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments $7,176,
Residual: $25,830. Price incl GM Conquest if qual.

$299

2015 GMC ACADIA SLE AWD

Stk#15021b, MSRP: $24,305 mo closed end lease.
Ttl due $2,769 ($2,015 Down, $159 1st Payment,
$0 Sec Sep. $595 Bank Fee) +tax. 10k mi/yr, ex-
cess mi @ $.25 thereafter. Ttl payments $3,816,
Residual: $16,284. Price incl GM Conquest if qual.

$159

2015 BUICK VERANO

In Stock & Available For Immediate Delivery

ALL-NEW 2015 GMC CANYON

LEASE
FOR 24
MOS*

BIG GAME
KICK-OFF SALE!

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE
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2015/2016 Registration

OPEN HOUSE
GRADES NURSERY – 8

Wednesday, February 4th
9am to 11am and 7pm

ext.

Registration applications and further information will be available at the school.
Accredited by the AdvancED Accredited/NCA

If you cannot join us for Open House,
Call for Daily Tours.

St. Lucy School

Universal Pre-K Available
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Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
Around Town: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
published. All announcements must be mailed 
to the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 East Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465,  before the Friday 
preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
Community Calendar: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups 
can have their special event dates announced free 
of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
Friday preceding publication.
Subscription Rates: Yearly subscriptions are 
$15.00; 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. 
Out of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
Change Of Address: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accom-
panied by the mailing label from your newspaper 
showing complete name, address and subscription 
number (top left corner).

Copyright © 2015 by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper 
nor any part thereof may be reproduced, copied or 
transmitted in any form, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, microfi lming, recording 
or by an information retrieval system without 
the express written permission of the publisher. 
This copyright is extended to the design  and 
text created for advertisements. Reproduction 
of said advertisement or any part thereof without 
the express written permission of Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc. is strictly prohibited.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Justice -

long overdue
Dear editor,
During my tenure in the 

New York State Assembly, I 
actively opposed the reign 
of Speaker Sheldon Silver. I 
fi rmly believed that his lack of 
ethics and strong-arm tactics 
were an insult to the integrity 
of both the government and 
the people of New York State.

It was obvious that my prin-
cipled opposition would lead 
to dire consequences for my 
political career, and indeed, I 
did suffer substantially for my 
action.  Frankly, despite that, 
I remain proud of my battle 
against the speaker, in which I 
was a leader in the fi ght to oust 
him.  I would willingly make 
that sacrifi ce again.  Elected 
offi cials should place all their 
concern for their constituents, 
not for their own career.

New York’s government 
has become a national embar-
rassment because of the cor-
ruption and self-interest of 
too many elected offi cials like 
Sheldon Silver. The challenges 
facing this state are extremely 
serious, and require honest 
and intelligent leadership that 
puts the needs of New Yorkers 
above venal personal gain.

Bringing Speaker Silver to 
justice is long overdue. I hope 
that it represents a solid move 
towards the development of 
truly representative govern-
ment for the people of this 
great state.

Stephen B. Kaufman

Former NYS Assemblyman

More rigorous
prep needed
Dear editor, 
Many residents have con-

tacted me regarding a reso-
lution pending in the City 
Council – Resolution 442-2014 
– which urges the state to 
scrap the standardized admis-
sion test for specialized high 
schools including Bronx High 
School of Science, the High 
School of American Studies 
at Lehman College, and other 
schools.

I do not support this reso-
lution. The pool of students 
eligible for specialized schools 
would best be increased by es-
tablishing more rigorous prep-
aration programs in our mid-
dle schools. I have stated this 
for many years and believe it 
is true today. I do not believe 

in weakening standards. We 
best serve our kids by rais-
ing the bar and supporting 
schools that challenge all stu-
dents to reach their greatest 
potential.

Councilman James Vacca 

Dear editor,
You should know that the 

name Ruben Diaz was once 
again pronounced by Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo during the 
State of the State Address on 
Wednesday, January 21, 2015.

Before more than 3,000 peo-
ple, including many dignitar-
ies, television cameras and re-
porters who attended the State 
of the State, the governor, 
while announcing his trans-
portation development plans 
for Bronx County stated: “We 
want to build  MTA stations in 
the Bronx, to open up that side 
of the Bronx.”  

Immediately when I heard 
the governor say this, I shouted 
out “Hoo-rah!”  When the gov-
ernor heard me, he looked at 
me and pointed at me and said: 
“I have a name for one of the 
stations, Diaz Station, we are 
going to call it, Ruben Diaz Sta-
tion.”

Could you imagine, my 
dear reader, the governor’s 
expression has caused a lot of 
gossip in the political world 
where friends and adversar-
ies have started to question 
which Ruben Diaz the gover-
nor had referred to: Senator 
Ruben Diaz or Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr.

You should know that in 
an article by Duncan Osborne 
that appeared in the January 
22, 2015 edition of the Gay City 
News, the author questioned 
the governor’s intention about 
Ruben Diaz Station. The ar-
ticle reports how after calling 
the governor’s offi ce for clarifi -
cation about which Ruben Diaz 
he was referring to: “The gov-
ernor’s press offi ce did not re-
spond ...”

I personally believe that 
the governor was referring 
to Ruben Diaz, Jr., who hap-
pens to be the Bronx borough 
president and who is working 
hand in hand with the Gover-
nor and supporting his agenda 
- while I, have been a critic of 
the governor and his agenda.

Ladies and gentlemen, for 
my family, for the Christian 
Community Neighborhood 
Church where I am pastor, for 

the New York Hispanic Clergy 
Organization where I serve as 
president, and for myself - it is 
a privilege and an honor that 
the governor has given the 
Diaz family.

Again, Mr. Governor: 
thank you very much.

Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.What’s in
a name?

Dear editor,
Republicans are now back 

in control of the New York 
State Senate.  The question of 
the hour -- have both Demo-
crat and Republican senators 
learned their respective les-
sons. Will they get down to 
the peoples business and se-
riously discuss how to reform 
state government? Here are 
some popular ideas yet to be 
implemented.

Will they support legisla-
tion and amend the State Con-
stitution to allow the Governor 
the right to call for a special 
election in the event a vacancy 
occurs for United States sena-
tor, Offi ce of state comptroller, 
state attorney general or lieu-
tenant governor as he can do 
when a seat in the state legis-
lature becomes vacant.

Any lieutenant governor 
can cast the tie breaking vote 
in a state senate session avoid-
ing gridlock. A special elec-
tion would allow the voters, 
rather than the legislature to 
choose.

There are more lobbyists 
in the Albany than any other 
place in America outside of 
Washington DC’s infamous 
‘K’ Street. Will the governor, 
comptroller, attorney general 
and members of the state leg-
islature have the courage to 
stand up to those who rou-
tinely fi nance their re-elec-
tion campaigns in exchange 

Don’t let
us down

for favorable legislation, tax 
code changes, funding of pet 
projects, award of so called 
‘sole source bids’ and pension 
enhancements for the special 
interest constituents they rep-
resent?

Other reform should in-
clude passage of a balanced 
budget on April 1 with ade-
quate time for reporters, good 
government groups, ordinary 
citizens and members of the 
legislature to read the fi ne 
print before adoption rather 
than the usual midnight vote 
behind closed doors.   

When will there be a law 
passed in Albany requiring 
all members of the state legis-
lature holding a second job to 
report information about in-
come, hours worked and any 
potential confl icts of interest 
between employers benefi t-
ing from favorable legislation 
or pork barrel member item 
spending? 

Larry Penner

Dear editor,     
Pasqual Pelosi hit the nail 

on the head. We have seen Wal-
mart wipe out entire business 
districts by building these 
monstrous mega stores on the 
outskirts of towns through-
out the country. Within a 
short period of time we see a 
ghost town with shut down 
businesses and vacant store 
fronts. 

How many employees of 
these small businesses are 
put out of work, as opposed 
to the number of low-pay-
ing, part-time jobs with no 
benefits that are being of-
fered by Walmart. Pasqual 
is correct, NYC doesn’t need 
Walmart.      

Pat Vaccariello 

Keep 
Walmart out

Letters to the editor are welcome from all read-
ers. They should be addressed care of this news-
paper to Laura Guerriero, Publisher, the Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, 
NY 10465, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglocal.
com. All letters, including those submitted via 
e-mail, MUST be signed and with a verifi able ad-
dress and telephone number included. Note that 
the  address and telephone number  will NOT 
be published and the name will be published or 
withheld upon request. No unsigned letters can 
be accepted for publication. The editor reserves 
the right to edit all submissions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A 100 plus year-old court-

house is not even close to see-
ing its fi nal days thanks in part 
to a $60,000 grant .

The Bronx Borough Court-
house, a historic and iconic 
building in the south Bronx 
located at East 161st Street be-
tween Third and Brook ave-
nues, is nearing its long-awaited 
revival after standing aban-
doned for nearly four decades. 
The four-story, Beaux-Arts 
style courthouse, constructed 
between 1905 and 1914 by archi-
tects Michael John Garvin and 
Oscar Florianus Bluemner, 
was intended to house just the 
Supreme Court. 

At the time of the court-
house’s completion, the bor-
oughs population was under a 
half million and there weren’t 
many civil and/or criminal 
cases to hear.

However, between 1920 
and 1930, the population of the 
Bronx exploded from 732,016 to 
1,265,258 (according to census.
gov) and the courthouse was 
inadequate  for the increase of 
cases and population.   

When the Bronx Supreme 
Courthouse at 851 Grand Con-

Borough Courthouse to fl ourish again
course  and East 161st Street 
was comleted in 1934 the Sur-
rogate’s Court was moved 
there, leaving only the Crimi-
nal Court in the Bronx County 
Courthouse.

The building went into de-
cline during the 1970s, fi nally 
having its windows and doors 
sealed in 1977.

“The 1960s and 1970s was 
a time of major change in the 
Bronx, but especially for this 
section,” said Lloyd Ultan, his-
torian at the Borough’s Histori-
cal Society. 

“During this time period, 
the (Bronx) Borough Hall, 
which was the original admin-
istrative headquarters of the 
borough president and other 
civic leaders, was demolished 
(in 1969) and the IRT Third Av-
enue El was torn down (in 1973). 
Combined with the borough’s 
decline, changes were rapidly 
taking place, but many com-
munity leaders, historians and 
preservationists sought to keep 
this building in existence.”

After a decade of inactivity, 
the courthouse obtained land-
mark status in 1981. 

After its abandonment, the 
Bronx Borough Courthouse 

eventually became storage 
space for public art.

Finally, in 1998, the city 
found a buyer - auctioning the 
property to a Brooklyn private 
developer named Henry Wein-
stein. Although he has yet to 
fi nd a user for the property,  
Weinstein believes a tenant 
will be found sometime in the 
near future. 

An exterior cleanup of the 
building is in progress. 

“I got involved in the pur-
chase of this building because 
it has so much history attached 
to it,” said Weinstein. “Cur-
rently, I am searching for wor-
thy tenants and uses - such as 
schools, medical centers, de-
bate rooms, etc. and I expect 
the courthouse to have a tenant 
in six to nine months.” 

The courthouse’s upcoming 
revitalization is being aided by 
No Longer Empty, a Bronx or-
ganization that was recently 
received a  Neighborhood Chal-
lenge Initiative grant. Ironi-
cally the ceremony took place 
inside the former courthouse. 

“Our goal in this project is 
to increase access to the arts 
and to reopen this beautiful 
building,” said Naomi Hersson 

Ringskig, executive director at 
No Longer Empty, who added 
that she expects the iconic 
piece of New York City archi-
tecture to reopen to the public 
in April. 

“Our partner, SoBro, has 

also been greatly involved 
in the transformation of the 
neighborhood’s businesses, 
and we (NLE) are happy to be 
in the Bronx, working with 
such great partners to complete 
this mission.”

The Bronx Borough Courthouse, located at East 161st Street between 
Third Avenue and Brook Avenue, is expected to reopen to the public in 
April after the doors were sealed almost four decades ago. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION
selected as a 

U.S. Department of Education National School of Excellence

Free Breakfast Program

Before/After-School Programs

Children’s Choir through OLA Chruch

Boy/Girl Scouts

Intramural and CYO Basketball Leagues

Bowling League

Cheerleading Teams

Educational Field Trips

Modern Computer Lab

All classrooms are wired for the internet

Smartboard Technology in every class

Physical Education

Music and Art

Spanish

Science Lab: “hands on” experiments

Pre-K 3/4 full day of programs

Special School Events have included

Pumpkin Patch, Holiday Sales (Children can 

shop for gifts for family and friends), Crazy 

Hat Day, Sports Field Days (Grades 3-7)

Family Event have included:

Welcome Back BBQ, Family Fall Dinner, 

Breakfast with Santa, Christmas Show, 

Annual Card Party

Summer Camp available for 6 weeks:
Starts 1st Monday after school ends

COME SEE HOW MUCH WE HAVE TO OFFER

1617 Parkview Ave. Bronx, NY 10461 
T. 718-829-1706  F. 718-931-2693
Visit our website:www.olassumptionbronx.org

BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL

OPEN HOUSE - Sunday, February 1st - 2 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

School Touring Tuesday on Tuesday, February 3rd 
From 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Call for an appointment.
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THE
 Greek American INSTITUTE

A MULTI-CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT

Welcomes All To Our Open House
Informational Presentation at 7p.m. for all prospective parents

Thursday, February 5, 2015 6pm-8pm

OVER 100 YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

IN A NURTURING PRIVATE SCHOOL SETTING

THE
 Greek American INSTITUTE

A MULTI-CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT

Shining Stars Program
Universal Pre-K Program

Welcomes All To Our

Open House
Thursday, February 5, 2015 6pm-8pm

A Free Full Day Universal Pre-K Program is 
available for students born in 2011 from

8:00 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
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Visit www.PelhamBayLL.com for more information!!!Ag
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Come Visit Our Fully-Equipped Artificial Turf Training Facility
Year Round FREE Indoor/Outdoor Clinics Held at Naclerio Field & Lehman High School

2015 Baseball and Softball Registration Dates

PELHAM BAY LITTLE LEAGUE
PELHAM BAY BELLES

REGISTRATION HELD AT:
PELHAM BAY LITTLE LEAGUE CLUBHOUSE
2680 WESTCHESTER AVE
718-931-9585

BOYS BASEBALL
REGISTRATION
OPEN TO ALL PELHAM BAY &
COUNTRY CLUB RESIDENTS

GIRLS SOFTBALL
REGISTRATION
OPEN TO ALL
BRONX RESIDENTS

January 31 and February 1  10am - 2pm 
Every Thursday evening from 7 to 9 p.m.

An ariel shot of the property purchased by the Stagg Group, located at 
3084 Webster Avenue and 410-414 E. 203rd Street. 
 Photo courtesy of Ariel Property Advisors

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Three adjacent properties, 

on and alongside Webster Av-
enue have recently been pur-
chased in a $4.125 million 
deal.

On Tuesday, January 20, 
Ariel Property Advisors an-
nounced that a development 
site, 3084 Webster Avenue and 
410-414 E. 203rd Street had 
been purchased.

According to Ariel PA, the 
property’s zoning allows for 
approximately 93,000 build-
able square feet as-of-right 
and approximately 124,000 
buildable square feet with in-
clusionary housing, after also 
confi rming that the Stagg 
Group is planning to develop a 
residential rental building.

Inclusionary housing of-
fers new residential develop-
ments an optional fl oor area 
bonus as long as affordable 
housing is created, preserved, 
or a percentage of affordable 
housing units are set aside.

Webster Ave. property 
sold to Stagg Group

This property’s purchase 
follows a rezoning of Webster 
Avenue, in Bedford Park and 
Norwood, which took place in 
2011 at the request of Commu-
nity Board 7. 

The rezoning now permits 
mid-density housing and re-
tail on Webster Avenue while 
still preserving the adjacent 
residential areas, in order to 
turn Webster Avenue into an 
inviting, vibrant and walkable 
corridor and to preserve cer-
tain residential areas while 
encouraging new development 
on Webster Avenue.

“This building will add to 
our overall vision of Webster 
Avenue - which will be a safe, 
encouraging section of the 
Bronx,” said Adeline Walker-
Santiago, chairwomen of CB 
7. 

“Our goal is to show Bronx 
residents that this area, from 
East Gun Hill Road to Ford-
ham Road on Webster Av-
enue, has greatly improved, 

and the community board has 
worked with everybody, from 
the Housing Committee mem-
bers and council members to 
make sure this building com-
pliments the area.”

Walker-Santiago explained 
the board is actively seek-
ing businesses that would be 
a proper fi t for the neighbor-
hood and that a safety com-
mittee will be selected based 
on the plans of the residence.

She also added that the 
there will be a meeting on 
Wednesday, February 18, the 
day after the CB7’s monthly 
board meeting, where the 
Stagg Group, Housing Com-
mittee, CB 7 and neighbor-
hood residents are invited, and 
more than welcome to offer 
their opinions and thoughts 
about the property’s proposed 
use.

No matter the outcome of 
the property, having a brand 
new residential building on 
Webster Avenue will be very 

timely for the neighborhood 
and its residents, in an area of 
the west Bronx where housing 
is in demand.

The Webster Avenue site, 
located just north and west of 
the Metro North Harlem line, 
has Manhattan express bus 
service, and is walking dis-
tance from the Bronx Zoo and 
New York Botanical Garden. 

According to Walker-Santi-

ago, there is a chance one will 
be able to see NYBG from the 
building’s rooftop.

“It’s a great opportunity 
for this up and coming, devel-
oping area,” she said. “I am 
optimistic that this building 
will contribute to the neigh-
borhood’s growing improve-
ment.”

The Stagg Group could not 
be reached for comment.
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JAN. 30-FEB 5, 201518    BTR

The Bronx Museum of the Arts on the Grand Concourse. File photo

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Next year, the Bronx will be home 

to a ground-breaking art exhibit.
The Bronx Museum of the Arts has 

recently announced an unprecedented 
art exchange with Cuba’s El Museo Na-
tional de Bellas Artes (The National 
Museum of Fine Arts) in Havana.

More than one hundred works of 
art from the Bronx Museum’s perma-
nent collection will be on display in 
Havana this summer, and a similarly 
sized exhibit from Havana will make 
its way to the Bronx in spring 2016.  

The joint arts initiative represents 
the largest visual arts exchange be-
tween the two countries in more than 
50 years, according to the museum.

The announcement comes after 
the U.S. announced plans to increase 
diplomatic relations with Cuba, but 
Bronx Museum program director Ser-
gio Bessa said that it’s just a wonderful 
coincidence. 

“The timing was perfect,” said 
Bessa.

The art exchange itself has been 
in the works for more than two years, 
said Bessa. 

The idea developed when the Bronx 
Museum hosted curators from the mu-
seum in Havana to New York for a res-
idency, but the relationship between 
the museums goes back even further. 

The Bronx Museum has been work-
ing with the arts community in Cuba 
since the fi rst biennial celebration in 
Havana in 1984, and this year’s exhibit 
will take place during the 12th Bien-
nial. 

The Bronx Museum’s executive 
director Holly Block has been work-
ing with Cuban artists for years, said 

Bronx Museum to host 
Cuban art exchange

Bessa, and is something of an expert 
on the subject of Cuban contemporary 
art.  She’s previously published a book 
called ‘Art Cuba: The New Genera-
tion.’

“There are many connections fos-
tered over a long period,” said Bessa 
about the relationship with the Cuban 
museum.

The upcoming cultural exchange 
plans to strengthen relationship fur-
ther. 

Besides the art exhibits in the Bronx 
and Havana, the exchange will include 
an artist exchange program, which 
New York artist Mary Mattingly will 
participate in this spring. 

A ‘Teen Exchange’ will put young-
sters in the Bronx and Havana in con-
tact through mail exchanges and joint 
projects. And a dual language print 
and digital publication will also en-
hance the exhibit.

“We didn’t want to just do an ex-
hibit,” said Bessa. “We wanted to en-
gage through the arts.”

Yet the art itself offers many oppor-
tunities for connections, said Bessa. 

The pieces the Bronx Museum has 
chosen to share from its permanent 
collection come from a wide range of 
artists from Bronx-born locals to in-
ternational artist, but they share a 
unifying theme of exploring the urban 
experience.

Bessa says the exhibit, called ‘Wild 
Noise,’ will show both the struggles 
and vibrancy that are common to the 
Bronx and to Havana.

“I hope for people here to recognize 
themselves in the Cuban artists,” said 
Bessa, “And for the same thing to hap-
pen when we go to Havana.”

THINKING of:
Boosting Acedemic 
Skills?

Improving Test
Scores?

Learning To Swim?

Having a Great Time?

THINK
Lehman Academy for 

CHILDREN & TEENS

SATURDAY PROGRAM
& SUMMER CAMPS

Free Open House
Sat. Feb. 7 - 10:30 am

Carman Hall Basement 08

It’s ALL RIGHT in your Neighborhood:

Register Early!

718-960-8512
www.lehman.edu/ce
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scan herewww.touro.edu/nyscas

facebook.com/nyscasTouro @nyscasTouro

212.463.0400 x5500
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens

Touro College: a world of possibilities

Get your undergraduate degree at Touro College’s
New York School of Career and Applied Studies.

At NYSCAS we provide the support our students need to succeed, 
from the moment they enroll to the day they graduate.

And if graduate study is in your future, consider Touro’s graduate and professional schools:
Business, Education, Jewish Studies, Health Sciences, Law, Osteopathic Medicine,

Pharmacy, Psychology, Social Work, and Technology.

apply online at 
apply.touro.edu

Touro is an equal opportunity institution
For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit www.touro.edu
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Plans for a new police administra-

tive building at Rodman’s Neck came 
soon after the news that the New York 
City Police Department would not re-
duce its use of the fi ring range off Pel-
ham Bay Park.

The proposal for a new building was 
recently presented by the Department 
of Citywide Administrative Services 
to Community Board 10’s municipal 
services committee, said district man-
ager Ken Kearns, and was approved 
by both the committee and the board 
without any signifi cant objections.

This was primarily because opera-
tions at Rodman’s Neck are currently 
being run out of temporary buildings 
and trailers.

“The police are operating out of 
completely inadequate space,” said 
Kearns.

The new two-story gray building 
will include space for training and 
storage, he said.

“It’s a very utilitarian building,” 
said Kearns.

The building will replace one that 
was damaged in Superstorm Sandy, 
said board member Bob Bieder, and is 
being moved to comply with new fl ood-
ing regulations.

 The committee’s only request about 
the building was that it be as environ-
mentally sustainable as possible.

New police building slated for Rodman’s Neck

The issue with the shooting range is 
noise complaints from nearby City Is-
land residents, who have been pushing 
for years for proper sound abatement 
or reduced use of the fi ring range.

The sound of gunshots coming from 
the range make it diffi cult to use out-
door space in the summer and impacts 
quality of life, said longtime City Island 
community leader Barbara Dolensek. 

“When the sound travels across the 
water it amplifi es,” said Dolensek. “It’s 
just really unpleasant.”

And although Dolensek has no 
problem with the plans for a new po-
lice building, she was upset to hear 
the news in December that the police 
department would not be signifi cantly 
reducing the use of the fi ring range.

After constant pleas to the city to do 
something about the noise, including a 
lawsuit in the mid-90s, City Island res-
idents were told in 2009 that the ma-
jority of the fi ring range’s operation 
would be moved when a new police 
academy opened in Queens.

At a meeting with precinct commu-
nity council members in December, 
in response to a question from a City 
Island resident, NYPD Commissioner 
William Bratton said that would no 
longer be the case.

Bratton said a lack of City Coun-
cil funding was the reason operations 
would not be moving, but local Coun-
cilman James Vacca said the alloca-
tions of those funds were not up to the 
council.

Vacca said the people of City Island 
deserve a better explanation, and he 
now questions whether the depart-
ment ever intended to close the fi ring 
range.

“I am very disappointed,” said 
Vacca.

A new police administrative building will be built at Rodman’s Neck, home to the NYPD fi ring 
range, next year. File photo

Bright
Futures

718-325-5892
Bright Futures

Early Childhood Program
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Having a party at home? 

Don’t Forget to Order
Your Clipper Wings To Go 
(8 fl avors to choose from)

A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

BIG GAME SUNDAY!
PUT ON YOUR FAVORITE TEAM JERSEY & COME ON IN! 

NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES - CATERING TO GROUPS 20-70

Special Packages Available - Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Captain’s Cabin

SNACKS & CHIPS

HALF TIME SUPER BUFFET 

FOOTBALL JERSEY RAFFLE

CHANCE TO WIN 2 FOOTBALL 
STADIUM SEATS

WATCH THE GAME ON OUR 8 NEW BIG SCREEN TV’S

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB
SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POT, 

VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYSGAME DAY
BEER 

SPECIALS!
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The historic Bank Note 

Building in Hunts Point is 
home to an innovative business 
incubator.

The BXL Business Incuba-
tor was launched by the Busi-
ness Outreach Center Network 
on January 21 in a portion of 
the iconic space.

The BOC Network, in part-
nership with the New York 
City Economic Development 
Corporation, took over a 11,000 
square-foot offi ce space several 
months ago from a previous 
business incubator that opened 
in 2012.

With the relaunch, the BOC 
Network has plans to expand 
the support services it offers to 
incubator members, said exec-
utive director Nancy Carin.

BXL is the fi rst business 
incubator that the network is 
running, but the non-profi t or-
ganization has a long history 
of providing support for entre-
preneurs across the city, said 
Carin.

“We’re really here to sup-
port community-based busi-
ness and job creators,” she 
said.

First and foremost, the in-
cubator offers affordable of-

Business incubator launched in Bank Note Building

fi ce space through the use of 
dedicated desks or a shared co-
working space. 

But beyond affordability, 
bringing developing businesses 
together to make connections 
benefi ts the entrepreneurs.

“The community of the en-
trepreneurs, in addition to 
other support services, really 
makes a big difference,” said 
Carin.

Those other support ser-

vices include assistance with 
business plan development and 
fi nances, as well as access to 
small business loans through 
BOC Capital Corp. or other re-
sources.

“We really want to match 
businesses with whatever 
source of funding they need,” 
said Carin.

In addition to providing 
workshops and developmen-
tal opportunities for incubator 

members, the space will also 
periodically host workshops—
particularly technology cen-
tered workshops— for the 
greater community.

Many of the current incuba-
tor members are in the technol-
ogy industry, said incubator 
manager Jerelyn Rodriguez, 
although they range widely 
from software developers to 
computer repairs. Another 
sizable group are health-care 

businesses, primarily home-
care companies.

Overall there is a wide vari-
ety, including a trucking com-
pany and an environmentally 
conscious non-profi t, she said.

There are 60 businesses that 
call the incubator home, with a 
total of 90 members, said Rodri-
guez, but the space has room 
for at least 120.

She’s looking forward to the 
incubator continuing to grow 
both in terms of members and 
services offered.

While any entrepreneur can 
be a member of the business in-
cubator for as long as the would 
like, the hope is that some of 
the businesses will eventually 
outgrow the space and move 
on, said Carin.

But in the meantime, the 
BXL Business Incubator isn’t 
going anywhere—the BOC Net-
work signed a 7-year lease.

“We’re hoping this will be a 
long-term success,” said Carin.

The incubator is hosting a 
small business pop-up, open to 
the public, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Saturday, February 21, at 
890 Garrison Ave.

Learn more about the BXL 
Business Incubator at www.
bxl.nyc.

At the launch of the BXL Business Incubator: (l to r) BXL manager Jerelyn Rodriguez, former manager Joe 
Carrano, executive director of BOC Network Nancy Carin and Mathew Shuffl er, chief of staff for Assemblyman 
Marcos Crespo. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Increased Taxes and Costs + Rent Freeze = Landlords Cannot Repair, 
Improve, Maintain and Preserve Affordable Housing

The de Blasio affordable housing policy hurts poor 
and middle-income families, those most in need of  

affordable housing – as well as landlords of  rent-stabilized 
apartments, the largest providers of  affordable housing.

It’s Time for
New Solutions to 
an Old Problem.

The de Blasio Affordable 
Housing Equation Just 

Doesn’t Add Up.

www.RSANYC.net
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE SUN-THURS

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT: WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

All You Can Eat $1695

The Wicked Wolf

Start Super Bowl Sunday 
off with our Sunday 

Brunch Buffet

BIG GAME 
COLD REFRESHMENT

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

DJ’S

German & Seafood Specials Daily

HOME OF THE AGED
BLACK ANGUS

STEAK
18oz Rib Eye
12oz Filet Mignon
16oz Shell Steak

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.

Enjoy Our

FREE HALF TIME
Big Game Dinner Buffet

Call us for all your Big Game catering needs

We Now Have Parking In Our New Lot!  In The Service 
Station On The Corner Of Gerber and East Tremont

20152015

JOIN US FOR THE BIG GAME
FEB. 1ST 2015 

Enjoy an ice cold coors light
Enter for your chance to win 

A lazy Boy Recliner By Coors Light

ENJOY A
CANDLELIGHT DINNER THIS

AT THE WOLF
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A fi nancial literacy maga-

zine is helping pre-teens all 
over the country become well-
educated on personal fi nanc-
ing.

On Thursday, January 
22, TIME For Kids and PwC 
(PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP) launched an educational 
and fun magazine for students 
at Metropolitan Lighthouse 
Charter School.

The magazine, ‘Your $ - Fi-
nancial Literacy For Kids’, 
is a fi rst of its kind magazine 
from TIME For Kids geared 
towards teaching students, 
fourth through sixth grade 
about personal fi nance and 
heightening their awareness 
about how much money they 
should spend or save for the 
future.

The launch event, which 
was hosted by leaders repre-
senting TIME For Kids, PwC, 
NBC TODAY Show and the 
WNBA, was held to acknowl-
edge the magazine’s premiere 
as well as discuss the impor-
tance of youth fi nancial lit-
eracy among schools in the 
Bronx as well as the entire 
county. 

Students learn about fi nancial literacy

During the event, mem-
bers of each company spoke 
to the students, giving them 
advice from their personal ex-
periences in regards to saving 
and spending money the right 
way.

“We (PwC) pick schools na-
tionwide, including the south 
Bronx, in which we could 
make a big impact,” said Mitch 
Roschelle, PwC partner.

Roschelle, who grew up in 

Melrose on East 161st Street 
and Walton Avenue, right 
near Yankee Stadium and 
Joyce Kilmer Park, is now 
greatly impacting the youth of 
the neighborhood in which he 
came from, and greatly under-
stands the importance of pass-
ing on this knowledge to the 
next generation.

“With the help of Principal 
(Courtney) Russell’s tremen-
dous leadership, the school’s 

partnership with PwC has 
been a very positive experi-
ence,” Roschelle said. 

Another attendee at the 
event was Jeopardy winner 
Jeff Xie, who earned himself 
the spot on the magazine’s 
front cover by recently win-
ning $75,000 on Teen Jeop-
ardy. 

He also spoke to the stu-
dents about saving up for what 
matters most, like a college 

education instead of a video 
game. 

Magazines were distrib-
uted for free to each of the stu-
dents.

The magazine will help 
fi ll a critical fi nancial liter-
acy gap that currently exists 
in schools across the United 
States and is expected to reach 
more than 1.8 million students 
and educators in its fi rst year 
alone.

It was clear that students 
at the school had learned a lot 
about fi nancial literacy after 
just one discussion.

“We will face a lot of chal-
lenges in the future when it 
comes to saving and spend-
ing our money,” said Binta Di-
akite, a student.

“It’s good that we are being 
prepared for these future situ-
ations, like buying a home and 
college.”

“As we get older, learn-
ing about saving and spend-
ing money becomes more and 
more important,” said Tamya 
Capeles. “I am glad that these 
groups and our school are 
teaching us about this topic for 
the present and the future.”

Above (l-r) student Pamela Hernandez, Kelly Ryan, PwC and student Jada Lagverre pose at the launch of ‘Your 
$ - Financial Literacy for Kids’ event. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Call For Your Appointment

718-Tax-1040
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3201 Philip Avenue, Bronx, NY MON–THUR: 5PM–10PM | FRI–SUN: 12PM–10PM
Please Be Patient...Food Is Made Fresh To Order!

DELIVERY 
HOURS

PARTY ROOM 

& CATERING 

AVAILABLE

PICK UP YOUR ORDER AS EARLY AS 11AM!
Chicken Wings, Mussels, 
Mozzarella Sticks, Clams, 

Potato Skins & More...

BEAT THE RUSH...

RESERVE YOUR TABLE
FREE HALFTIME BUFFET

YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.
Order Your Wings For Any Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING
We Will Be Delivering Early! We Will Have More 

Drivers On Staff to Better Serve You!

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE 
BEFORE THE BIG GAME

WATCH

The Big Game at Brady’s!
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A reoccurring truck-park-

ing issue has both community 
leaders and residents all over 
the Bronx annoyed.

For many years, tractor 
trailers have been parking on 
service roads alongside high-
ways and thruways for ex-
tended periods of time, usually 
at night, in areas in which they 
are not legally allowed to be 
parked.

The situation generates a 
potentially unsafe and illegal 
scenario, as the parked trac-
tor trailers decrease the width 
of the service road, potentially 
forcing cars to merge into one 
lane while these truck drivers 
break the law.

There have been count-
less complaints and reports of 
these situations taking place, 
mostly on the service roads of 
I-278 (Bruckner Expressway) 
and I-95, although there have 
also been occurring instances 
alongside I-695 or Throgs Neck 
Expressway.

“This has been a problem 
in our community for many 
years,” said William Rivera, 
chairman of Community 
Board 9, referring to stretches 

Trucks still parking illegally on service roads
of Bruckner Boulevard ser-
vice road from Bronx River 
to Zerega avenues and Cross 
Bronx service road from Bronx 
River Avenue to White Plains 
Road.

“Enforcement is the best so-
lution to this problem, so once 
I receive a complaint, I call 311 
and the 43rd Precinct to inform 
them of the situation.”

Here’s the law - tractor trail-
ers cannot be parked on a ser-
vice road, unless it’s a properly 
zoned area, for more than three 
consecutive hours or anytime 
after dusk. 

Caught offenders and viola-
tors have been hit with a sum-
mons and have even had their 
trucks towed.

A potential problem lies 
with just summonsing these 
truck drivers, as a summons 
typically costs less than rent-
ing a space for overnight park-
ing, even after senator Jeff 
Klein passed legislation to in-
creased the penalty from $65 
to $250 in 2012, and $500 for re-
peated offenses.

“I’m dismayed that fi ve 
years after passing this bill, 
there is still a serious lack of 
enforcement by city agencies,” 

said Klein. “In 2012, we found 
that the city could generate 
more than than $3 million in 
revenue from the Bronx alone 
by simply issuing these tick-
ets with increased penalties.  
That’s money that could be 
spent on improving the quality 
of life for residents of the 34th 
Senate District. In the coming 
weeks, I plan to sit down with 
city agencies and refocus our 
efforts to increase enforcement 
and to put an end to the notion 
that this type of illegal activity 
can persist.” 

According to Councilman 
James Vacca, this is a long-last-
ing, borough-wide issue that de-
mands vigilance and patience.

“Legally, tractor trailers 
should be renting space in an 
appropriately zoned area, such 
as a manufacturing area,” said 
Vacca, who has been actively 
involved in summonsing and 
towing numerous overnight-
parked trucks in Community 
Board 10, as is aware of the ar-
ea’s vulnerability to this situ-
ation due to its accessibility to 
highways.

“Because this area (CB 10) is 
bounded by highways, this has 
been a issue that has come up 

time and time again. It is im-
portant that the people of this 
neighborhood stay on top of 
it, and I encourage people who 
witness this issue to call my of-
fi ce and 311 with a license plate 
number, a location and other 
important information.”

Vacca also explained that 
even though a dent has been 
made in the issue, it is still very 
diffi cult to summon and/or tow 
every single tractor trailer that 
breaks this law. 

A few things have to work 
in NYPD’s favor - they must 
have the equipment available 
to tow these trucks and they 
must have enough room in the 
tow pound for these trucks to 
be stored.

However, Vacca wants to 
drive the issue home to truck 
drivers that they will eventu-
ally be towed if they continue 
to bend the rules hoping to 
turn them off of just paying the 
ticket instead of paying for a 
full night of parking.

Local residents are not 
much happier with the incon-
venience of those trucks ille-
gally parked.

“This is a vicious cycle,” 
said Bob Bieder, who works in 

Westchester Square. “I believe 
that this is an issue that needs 
stronger legislation.”

There needs to be more tow 
trucks in the city to properly 
take care of this problem.”

Tractor trailers, like this one parked 
on Throgs Neck Expressway, have 
been parking overnight on service 
roads for many years. 
 Community News Group / Steven 
Goodstein

KINGSVIEW HOMES Inc.

Located next to Fort Greene Park, LIU Campus, 
Metrotech and Brooklyn’s Cultural District

  PURCHASE SHARES FOR AVAILABLE 1,2,3 BEDROOM 
& STUDIO APARTMENTS

Tel. 718-875-9225
Call or visit our website for list of available apartments

Kingsview Homes Cooperative 
Located Downtown Brooklyn

KINGSVIEWHOMESINC.COM
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Tickets are now on sale for the Bronx 
House production of Into the Woods, Jr. pre-
sented in collaboration with the acclaimed 
Riverdale Children’s Theatre (RCT).  In this 
Tony Award winning Broadway musical, writ-
ten by Stephen Sondheim and James Lap-
ine, the Brothers Grimm hit the stage with an 
epic fairytale about wishes, family and the 
choices we make. Familiar fairy tale char-
acters – Cinderella, Little Red riding Hood, 
Jack (and his beanstalk) and the Witch – 
meet and interact in this whimsical original 
story.

The production, directed by Becky Lillie 
Woods, includes a cast of over 30 children 
and adults.  The eight performances are 
scheduled for Fridays, February 20 and 27 
at 7 pm.;. Saturdays, February 21 and 28 at 
2 and 7 p.m., and Sundays, February 22 and 
March 1 at 2 p.m.  All tickets are $10 with 
group discounts available. Performances 
are in the Bronx House Auditorium, located 
at 990 Pelham Parkway South.

Tickets can be purchased online at www.
bronxhouse.org or at the Bronx House box 
offi ce up until the day of the performance. 
For more information contact Deborah Nitz-
berg at (718) 792-1800 extension 236.

* * *
Programs at the City Island Library for 

February include:
Petunia the Penguin Goes to School: 

Children discover the adaptations penguins 
need to survive their harsh polar habitat by 
transforming into a team of Arctic Scientists. 
Friday, February 6, , 11 a.m.

Circle Time:  Interactive stories, action, 
songs, crafts and interaction with other tod-
dlers in the neighborhood. First come fi rst 
served. A limit of 15 children and caregiv-
ers per session. 18 months to 3 years. Every 
Tuesday at 11 a.m. 

Read and Play: Children from birth to 3 
years old with their caregivers can take part 
in wonderful stories, discover amazing toys 
and meet new friends in this fun informal pro-
gram. First come fi rst served. A limit of 15 
children and caregivers each session.  Ev-
ery Friday at 11 a.m. 

Valentine Day Arts & Crafts: Friday, Feb-
ruary 13, all day..

Green Comics Workshop: Learn the ba-
sics of character design and world building 
while focusing on green issues, what pol-
lutes our world, and the little steps we can all 
do to help. Create your own heroes to fi ght 

monsters and villainous polluters. Presented 
by Ivan Velez. For ages 12 to 18 years old. 
Monday, February 16, 3 p.m.

After School Lounge: Come to the li-
brary after school for studying, relaxing, do-
ing  and homework with Wii and movies on 
Friday. Every weekday after school Monday 
through Friday from 3:30 to 5 p.m.

Art Exhibition and Opening by. Robert 
Cox: Saturday, February 7 at 1 p.m.

Healthcare And Taxes: Drop by this infor-
mative workshop to explore your Medicare 
Advantage, Medicare Supplement and Part 
D Coverage Choices. We will be available to 
answer your tax questions and provide in-
sights into tax preparation, amended returns 
and tax planning considerations. Saturday, 
February 14 at 3 p.m.

Resume Writing Workshop and Online 
Job Search: Staff will be here to help you look 
for employment and get your resume into top 
form for the competitive job market. Pre-reg-
istration is encouraged but drop in’s are fi ne. 
It is recommended you bring along a fl ash 
drive to save your work. Every Wednesday 
morning from 10 a.m. to noon. 

Tablet Group: Learn how to borrow and 
download library e-books, discuss your fa-
vorite apps and ask questions about how 
to use tablets in your day-to-day life. Every 
Thursday afternoon from 2 to 3. 

Saturday Afternoon Movies: The Good 
Lie   Saturday, February 21, at 1 p.m.

Jersey Boys, Saturday February 28, at 1 
p.m.

* * *
The Bronx Council on the Arts and the 

Huntington Free Library present a family-
friendly, hands-on “Paper Pillow Talk” craft 
workshop with Aleathia Brown on Saturday, 
February 21, from 12:30 to 3 p.m. at the Hun-
tington Free Library, 9 Westchester Square. 
This workshop is free and open to the public. 
All are welcome.

Using brown paper, participants will 
make paper pillows that go beyond the typi-
cal craft lesson. 

The family craft workshop series contin-
ues on Saturday, March 21, from 12:30 to 3 
p.m., when BCA presents “Recycle Art” with 
Star Nigro. 

Admission to all workshops is free. For 
information, call 718-931-9500 x33, or visit 
www.bronxarts.org. On the day of the work-
shop, call 917-972-2386.

Into the Woods, Jr. at Bronx HouseCastle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY
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1st ANNUAL

BIG GAME PARTY

BUFFET / DRINK & SHOT SPECIALS
COME AND  HANG 

OUT WITH THE

MODELSCLOSE TO HOME

2997 WESTCHESTER AVE

718 828-8071
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Councilman Andy King hosted an event to celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday at 
his offi ce located at 940 East Gun Hill Road, between Bronxwood and Colden avenues, on 
Thursday, January 15. Attendees at the event included clergy, NYPD community affairs, rep-
resentatives from government agencies as well as community members. King also hosted 
an Open House at 135 Einstein Loop for a ‘meet and greet.’

COUNCILMAN KING CELEBRATES MLK DAY

(Above) Councilman Andy King (center)  with 
some religious leaders at his district offi ce, 
including (l-r) minister Terrance Hollis, Pas-
tor Raymond Higgens, senior Pastor Basil 
Straker, Pastor John Smith, Pastor Elder 
Deacon, Archbishop Joseph A. Alexander 
and Reverend Lamont S. Granby to celebrate 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Councilman Andy King speaks at a commu-
nity get together and celebration of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s birthday at his offi ce. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Trinity Baptist Church in Williamsbridge re-
called the good works of Martin Luther King 
Jr. on Monday, January 19 with a program 
called  ‘Remember the Legacy of Reverend 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: A Community In-
terfaith Service.’  Among the elected offi cials 
in attendance were Congressman Charles 
Rangel, Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson, and 
Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene. 

TRINITY BAPTIST
HOLDS MLK SERVICE

Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson addresses 
the crowd. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Bronx Republican Party donated $3,860, a quarter of the proceeds from their annual 
2014 golf event, to local veterans who will oversee the creation of a new ‘veterans welfare 
fund.’  A check presentation took place at the Bronx Veterans Parade Dinner at Rino’s Res-
taurant in Throggs Neck on Saturday, January 17. 

BRONX GOP DONATES TO VETERANS

At the check presentation are (l-r) Pat Devine, a member of Theodore Korony American 
Legion Post #253 and of Bicentennial Veterans Memorial Park, Inc.; Kate Devine; Bronx Re-
publican chairman John Greaney,; and party members Michael Rendino, Jimmy Wilson, John 
Martin, John Cereni and Dorathy Delayo. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Two Pelhman Parkway kids, with a little help from their dad, built a snowman more than 
twice their size on Holland Avenue on Saturday, January 24.

SNOWMAN ON HOLLAND AVENUE

(l-r) Daniel and Annabella Nilaj with their giant snowman. Photo by Miriam Quin

Councilman Andy King, along with the 47th Precinct, hosted a ‘Connections’ forum at 
Evander Childs High School, 800 E. Gun Hill Road, on Wednesday, January 21. The event was 
mostly attended by local high school students, and was held to build better relationships 
between Bronx youth and law enforcement.

KING, 47TH PCT. HOST ‘CONNECTIONS’

Councilman Andy King speaks to all in attendance at a ‘Connections’ forum at Evander 
Childs High School. Photo by Miriam Quin
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900 PARK
718-892-3830
900 MORRIS PARK AVENUE
BRONX, NY, 10462

DJ EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT
HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 3 TO 7
FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR (FREE BUFFET 3 TO 7)

Valentine’s Day  
BRUNCH MENU
UNLIMITED CHAMPAGNE, MIMOSA, 

BELLINI, BLOODY MARY & JUICE 
Omelet Station - made to order - Waffl e Station - Eggs Benedict - Scrambled 

Eggs - Bacon - French Toast with strawberries - Sausage - Home Fries - 

Fresh Grilled Vegetables - Salads - Cold Antipasto - Fresh & Aged Cheese 

- Shrimp Cocktail - Oysters - Clams on the half shell - Mussels Marinara 

- Norwegian Salmon - Steak - Chicken - Veal - Eggplant Rollatini - Chef’s 

selection of pasta - Carving Stations - Fresh Baked Muffi ns - Bagels - Rolls - 

Croissants - Fresh Fruit - Dessert Station - Coffee - Tea

LOBSTER NIGHTS Wednesdays All Day
Sunday after 4pm

$1495 11/4
lb. Lobster

2 for 1 GLASS OF WINE

F
O

R

Please call 718.892.3830 for reservations
Also available for delivery with purchase of an appetizer or entree 
of $10 or more (1 for each lobster order)

FEBRUARY 1ST SUNDAY
6PM- 10PM

OPEN BAR
Absolut - Ketel One - Stolichnaya - Bacardi - Malibu 
- Tangueray - Jose Cuervo - Amaretto - Jack Daniels - 
Johnny Walker Red - Beer - & Wine

APPETIZER TABLE
Buffalo Wings - Nacho & Chili Bar - Quesadillas - 
Sliders Potato Skins - Cold Antipasto - Cheese Board - 
Vegetable Platter - Pizzas & Six Foot Heroes Please call 718.892.3830 for reservations

FEBRUARY 14TH

$5000
per person

plus tax & gratuity

$2995
per person

plus tax & gratuity

Your Choice Of: 

Served with Pasta, Rice or Potato Croquette or Salad

FULL BUFFET AT HALF TIME
Eggplant Rollatini - Fried Calamari - Cavatelli wilth 
Broccoli Rabe & Sausage - Chicken alla Park - Steak 
Marsala - Mashed Potatoes - Mixed Vegetables

Treat Your Loved One to a 
Romantic  Evening at 

900 Park 
 Regular Menu & Valentine’s 

Day Specials Available

Please call for details

FEATURING 
A LIVE DJ

BIG GAME
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(Above) Kids from Ballet Hispanica during 
the celebration. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Casita Maria Center for Arts and Educa-
tion celebrated their 80th anniversary at 
their Hunts Point home on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 21. The center was founded in Harlem in 
1934 and moved to the Bronx in 1961. Since 
then, they have offered a variety of pro-
gramming for local youth and their families.

CASITA MARIA CELEBRATES 80 YEARS

Grand Master Melle Mel attended the event. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

New Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner, of the 
77th Assembly District, was sworn in on Sun-
day, January 25 at the Bronx Museum of Arts. 
The inauguration ceremony was attended by 
local leaders and elected offi cials.

NEW ASSEMBLYWOMAN SWORN IN

(Above) Latoya Joyner is sworn in with her 
mother, Caroline Mullins, at her side. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

The Assemblywoman LaToya Joyner ad-
dresses the crowd that came to celebrate 
her inauguration. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Freedom marcher Jacqueline Woodson (c) with school staff. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx Charter School for Better Learning

Bronx Charter School for Better Learning in Baychester hosted a talk by bestselling author 
Lynda Blackmon Lowery, author of ‘Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom’, who spoke to stu-
dents about the Selma Voting Rights March of 1965.   Lowery was a young person when she 
marched for voting rights with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The march went from Selma to 
Montgomery, Alabama.

SCHOOL HOSTS SELMA MARCHER 

The YMCA After School Programat P.S. 14 presented a Winter Showcase at the school on 
Thursday, January 22. At the event, third and fi fth graders showcased the work that they 
accomplished during the program.

P.S. 14’S YMCA AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

Students of P.S. 14 presented their work from the after school programs at the YMCA Winter 
Showcase. Photo by Miriam Quin

The YMCA staff poses at the Winter Showcase event at P.S. 14. Photo by Miriam Quin
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Summer Performing Arts Day Camp

OPTION 1

$325 per week

OPTION 2

$300 per week

OPTION 3

$165 per week

OPTION 4

$150 per week

OPTION 5

$155 per week

OPTION 6

$140 per week

Studio Will Provide:
Breakfast    Snack    Arts and Crafts Material    Camp T-Shirt    Thursday Lunch – Pizza Party

Call to inquire about sibling discounts

Monday thru Thursday, July 6th – August 6th 

GIRLS AND BOYS WELCOME

with

END OF SUMMER 
PERFORMANCES

SIGN UP BY MARCH 31, 2015 FOR A 5% DISCOUNT

 ANDREA’S 
DANCE STUDIO
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This week’s snowstorm had Bronxites working and playing. On Tuesday, January 27, many 
started digging themselves out, while students home from school, fl ocked to the parks to 
test their sleds.

SNOW BLANKETS THE BOROUGHSNOW BLANKETS THE BOROUGH

Kids rush up a hill in Crotona Park to get the most out of their sledding time. Photo by Edwin Soto

Alicia (5) and Alex Ramirez (9) in a snow igloo at Soundview 
Park. Photo by Edwin Soto

Bill Henderson, on Agar Place, had to break out the snow 
blower. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Christian Serrano, 11, helps dig out his neighbor’s car on East 
196th Street and Buhre Ave. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Anabelle Mejia helps her son, Noah, with his sled in 
Harriet Field Park. Photo by Miriam Quin
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Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

BEFORE

AFTER

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 

Stay informed & stay in style. Read the Bronx Times Reporter newspapers
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1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461
FREE FAST DELIVERY

F: 718 597-4995 
T: 718 597-4992 

T: 718 597-4993 
T: 718 597-4994

FIND US ON:

#1. Large Cheese Pie, Bucket of 
Wings, 2 Liter Coke/Sprite 

#3. Family Feast #2 (2) Large 
One Topping Pizzas, 2 Liter 

Coke/Sprite 

#4. Large Pie, 18 Garlic Knots, 
2 Liter Coke/Sprite 

#2. Family Feast #1 (1) Large 
Cheese Pizza, Bucket of Wings, 

Tossed Salad & 2 Liter Coke/Sprite 

WWW.MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM
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Ridgewood Savings Bank 
announced today that it will 
again be hosting ARIVA’s com-
plimentary Tax Preparation 
Days at four convenient Bronx 
locations.

 The sessions will be held 
at the following sites/dates/
times:

Sunday, February 8,  9:45 
a.m. to 4: p.m., at the bank’s Je-
rome Avenue branch, 3445 Je-
rome Avenue; (718) 881-3430.

Saturday, February 21, 9:45 
a.m. to 4 p.m., hosted by Ridge-
wood’s White Plains Road 
branch and held at Community 
Board 12, 4101 White Plains 
Road at 229th Street; (718) 882-
0440.

Saturday, February 28, 9:45 
a.m. to 4 p.m. , held at the bank’s 
Soundview branch, 1626 Bruck-
ner Boulevard; (718) 589-1323.

Ridgewood hosts ARIVA’s Free Tax Prep Days
Saturday, March 21,  9:45 

a.m. to 4 p.m., held at the bank’s 
Allerton Avenue branch, 711 
Allerton Avenue; (718) 882-
2220.

 All Bronx residents are eli-
gible for free tax fi ling if they 
are single with no dependents 
and earn less than $25,000 or 
fi le with dependents and earn 
less than $53,000. Since space 
is limited, qualifying taxpay-
ers must call the branch that 
is hosting the session in ad-
vance to schedule an appoint-
ment.

 This community service is 
presented by Ridgewood Sav-
ings Bank in partnership with 
ARIVA, a non-profi t organiza-
tion that implements a program 
instituted by the IRS known 
as “VITA”, which trains vol-
unteers who then provide pro 

bono service for income-eligi-
ble households. The IRS Certi-
fi ed VITA Volunteer Preparers 
will prepare and electronically 
fi le the common 2014 tax forms: 
1040 EZ, 1040A and 1040 forms.  

 “We are pleased to continue 
our tradition of providing this 
timely assistance to our local 
community,” said Peter M. Bo-
ger, Ridgewood Savings Bank 
chairman, president and chief 
executive offi cer. “Our tax 
preparation program is always 
well-received, as it enables peo-
ple to fi le their taxes on time 
and avoid costly errors—while 
promptly receiving any re-
funds they are due.”

 All qualifi ed taxpayers will 
need to bring the following to 
their appointments:

 Photo IDs and Social Secu-
rity Cards for each individual 

named on the tax return
W-2 or 1099 Forms for every 

job held
Documentation and child 

care provider Tax ID#, if claim-
ing childcare expenses

2013 tax returns – Form 
1095A (Health Marketplace)

Any other tax-related docu-
mentation received

*For those who are married 
and fi ling jointly, both spouses 
must be present at the appoint-
ment.

 For fi rst time tax fi lers, 
ARIVA can prepare the W-7 
Form to obtain an Individual 
Taxpayer Identifi cation Num-
ber (ITIN). Eligible fi rst-time 
taxpayers should bring a pass-
port, USCIS photo ID, Visa is-
sued by the U.S. Department of 
State or National Identifi cation 
card.  

 Walter Reese, Ridgewood 
Savings Bank’s senior vice 
president of retail banking, ex-
plains, “Bank representatives 
will be available to provide in-
formation to residents who are 
interested in opening an ac-
count at one of our eight conve-
niently-located branches in the 
Bronx. This allows taxpayers to 
have their refunds quickly and 
safely electronically deposited 
directly into bank accounts—
along with many other advan-
tages for managing their fi -
nances.”

Chartered in 1921, Ridge-
wood Savings Bank (www.
ridgewoodbank.com) is the 
largest mutual savings bank 
in New York State with $5.1 bil-
lion in assets serving custom-
ers throughout the New York 
metropolitan area.

Over fi fty Cardinal Spellman HS students and four faculty members journeyed to Washington
D.C. this year to take part in the 42nd March for Life on January 22. The march is an annual protest 
against the Supreme Court’s 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade, which legalized abortion in the United States. 
A light snowfall the day before melted away with temperatures in the 40s and the Spellman group, with 
over 100,000 other participants walked up Constitution Avenue, to Capitol Hill and past the Supreme 
Court building. The trip was organized by Fr. Peter Pilsner, Moderator of the school’s Pro Life Club and 
Campus Minister, and Theology teacher Caleb Buchanan.

(Above) Some of the Spellman students and faculty at the March for Life, with Fr. Peter Pilsner (far 
right).

SPELLMAN PARTICIPATES IN ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

BY LYNN GERBINO
I, along with other com-

munity leaders, found out this 
week that two Level 2 and 3 
sex offenders had been moved 
into the Capri Hotel, near 
the entrance to the Whites-
tone Bridge, a supposed fam-
ily shelter that was thrown 
into our midst last year. As a 
community, we were not in-
formed of its siting, nor was 
the Department of Homeless 
Services nice or receptive to 

the concerns of the commu-
nity when the agency fi nally 
agreed to meet with us at Com-
munity Board 10. 

Their representatives actu-
ally lied to us and told us there 
would be families only at this 
facility.

I texted Councilman James 
Vacca and heard back very 
quickly that he was assured 
by DHS (the Department of 
Homeless Services) that these 
individuals would be moved 

out as quickly as possible. I 
will keep you informed about 
their status and now all eyes 
are on the Capri, I hope it will 
happen quickly. 

Senator Jeff Klein, with 

Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto, is taking it a step fur-
ther by proposing state leg-
islation that would exclude 
Level 2 and 3 sex offenders 
from family shelters and that 
the DHS must give more com-
munity notice when a ‘pop-up’ 
shelter appears. Bravo! 

If it weren’t for someone in 
the community signing up for 
the sex offender list of move 
ins, we would have never 
known that these dangerous 

people were at the Capri. I 
have signed up for these alerts 
and will keep you posted.     

 Please send in your dues. 
You may send a $15 check 
to: Throggs Neck Homeown-
ers Association. P.O. Box 25, 
Throggs Neck Station, Bronx, 
New York 10465. Thanks so 
much!!

Don’t forget to like us on 
Facebook!

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Short column this week. 

Nothing much going on other 
than snow removal. The post’s 
next meeting is on Saturday, 
February 7, at 1 p.m.

 The Mid-winter confer-
ence took place last week in 
Albany. I’ll have info on it next 
column.

Trivia Time!!
The Apollo Theater opened 

in Harlem on January 26, 
1934.

January 27, 1945, saw the 
liberation of Auschwitz.

The U. S. Coast Guard was 
created on January 28, 1915.

On the same date in 1945, 
‘The Battle of the Bulge’ 
ended.

Again on the same date in 
1986, The space shuttle Chal-
lenger exploded.

‘The Tet Offensive’ began 
on January 30, 1968.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.
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LOSE 20–40 LBS.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS
LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 20–40 LBS.  
LIGHTER LOSE ½ LB. PER DAY.

Lose weight and start looking and feeling as 
beautiful as you are...
BECAUSE OF OUR TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 
Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how would you like 
to lose 30 or more pounds, have 
more energy, feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks of diabetes 
and heart disease and regain 
your health all in next 40 days.

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Visit and see a portion of fresh start HCG video at our website, GOTHAIRLLC.COM

Dr. Albert Graziosa has 
been certified with the 
fresh start hCG diet and 
has led many patients 
to live more happy and 
healthy lives.

BEFORE AFTER

3611A East Tremont Ave. 

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Clean Start hCG Weight Loss Program
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Action

Association

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Thank you to all that have 

sent in your dues for 2015.  If 
you have not yet done so, please 
send a check for $10 made out 
to the Waterbury LaSalle Com-
munity Association to 1145 Ho-
bart Avenue,  Bronx, NY 10461 
as we have given up our PO 
box.

Please remember that your 
dues allows us to do some won-
derful things that improve the 
quality of life in our commu-
nity.  Without your help we 
would not be able to keep some 
great programs alive.  Pro-
grams like our Court Watchers 
Program, our bi-annual Tree 
Giveaways and our Christmas 
Tree Lighting just would not 
be possible.  We also use these 
funds for permits for monthly 
meetings at P.S. 14 and for re-
freshments at those meetings 
and your complimentary sub-
scriptions to the Bronx Times 
Reporter, which is now $15 a 
year by subscription.  

The subscription rate for 

the Bronx Times Reporter that 
you receive as a member has 
gone up but we kept your dues 
the same because we need you 
to keep supporting the good 
work that we do.  So, please 
send in your dues today!

We’d love for you to send 
us a comment along with your 
dues.  What would you like to 
see us work on?  Do you have 
an idea for a guest speaker?  
Would you like to help us out 
as a volunteer?  The more 
members that get involved the 
better our community will be.  
We can’t wait to hear what’s on 
your mind!

Proposed New Law

Well, now I’ve heard every-
thing!  In November of 2014 
the City Council proposed a 
new law that will further tie 
the hands of our police offi -
cers.  The City Council is pro-
posing that “Prior to conduct-
ing a search of a person,  or a 
person’s vehicle, home, or be-
longings”….the offi cer must 
“Articulate, in a language and 

manner understood by the 
person, that the person is be-
ing asked to voluntarily con-
sent to a search”…. And the of-
fi cer must “create an audio or 
written and signed record of 
the person’s voluntary and in-
formed consent…”.  

So, let’s take this one step 
further.  A police offi cer feels 
that a search is warranted and 
asks for consent.  If the person 
has something to hide he will 
say “no”, of course.  This will 
give him time to discard what-
ever it is that he is hiding from 
the offi cer, and that could very 
well be a gun!  

     It is also demeaning to an 
offi cer who must be in charge 
on the streets if we are to be 
safe.  Once again, it creates a 

situation where our offi cers 
are not in charge but the crimi-
nal is.  It makes our streets less 
safe and that is unacceptable.

Also, suppose the person 
does not speak English or 
the language that the offi cer 
speaks.  Do they have to call 
an interpreter to the scene!  
Now, our police department 
that so short staffed will have 
offi cers bogged down with on 
the scene paperwork that may 
take hours, taking them away 
from keeping us safe!

This must stop!  If you sup-
port our police offi cers and 
want to give them the tools that 
they need to protect us, I sug-
gest that you write to the City 
Council and ask that they do 
not pass Int.0541-2014, the law 
requiring law enforcement of-
fi cers to provide notice and ob-
tain proof of consent to search 
individuals.

You can go to the City 
Council website at Council.
nyc.gov/members/members.
shtml to get contact informa-

tion for individual Council 
members.  For your informa-
tion, the following are the City 
Council members that have 
supported this bill: Antonio 
Reynoso, Ritchie J. Torres, Ju-
maane D. Williams, Brad S. 
Lander, Daniel Dromm, Carlos 
Menchaca, Deborah L. Rose, 
Donovan J. Richards,  Anna-
bel Palma, Helen K. Rosenthal, 
Corey D. Johnson,  Robert E. 
Cornegy, Jr., Ydanis A. Rodri-
guez, Stephen T. Levin, Marga-
ret S. Chin, Ben Kallos, Mark 
Levine, Laurie A. Cumbo, 
Rosie Mendez, Andy L. King, 
Julissa Ferreras, Inez D. Bar-
ron, Darlene Mealy and Rafael 
L. Espinal, Jr..

You can also write to or 
call Councilman James Vac-
ca’s offi ce to thank him for op-
posing such a ridiculous law.  
Thank the good Lord that our 
council member has the cour-
age to stand up for our police 
offi cers!  Kudos to you, Jimmy 
Vacca!!     

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
When Americans think of 

Mexico, it is generally in the 
context of vast numbers of un-
lawful immigrants, or of a 
place for vacations on sandy 
beaches.

It is time to start thinking 
of that nation in a different 
and frightening context: that 
of a dangerously failed state on 
our border, a vacuum of power 
that is attracting America’s en-
emies. 

The murder several months 
ago of 43 teachers-in-training 
by drug cartels highlights the 
depths to which Mexico has 
fallen. Despite the viciousness 
of this atrocity, Washington 
has been comparatively silent, 
even though in parts of the 
Texas border area, the kidnap-
ping, murder, and harassment 
of landowners within the U.S. 
by these cartels are already oc-
curring.

According to the Na-
tional Interest, “Since 2008, 

the seven main drug cartels 
have emerged as an existen-
tial threat to Mexico’s future. 
Cartels like Los Zetas, which 
recruit members from Mexi-
co’s Special Forces and federal 
police, behave like organized 
paramilitaries, not ordinary 
criminals. They generate per-
haps $30 to $40 billion a year 
in illicit profi ts. And the price 
has been horrendous. Between 
2007 and 2012, around 47,000 
Mexicans were killed in the 
drug war. Some estimate that 
the true toll is over 60,000.”

 Violent crime may be the 
least of the threats. The illegal 
drug trade provides an opening 
for the infi ltration of the U.S.’s 
southern neighbor by antago-
nist nations across the globe. 
According to the Jamestown 
Foundation, “In April 2012, au-
thorities in the prosperous and 
generally peaceful Caribbean 
nation of Belize intercepted a 
shipment of precursor chemi-
cals sent from China and ap-

parently bound for representa-
tives of the Mexican cartel ‘Los 
Zetas.’ The shipment—suffi -
cient to produce an estimated 
$10 billion in methamphet-
amines—highlights growing 
criminal ties between China 
and Latin America that have 
accompanied, but, to date, have 
lagged behind the exponential 
growth of trade and investment 
between the two regions.”

The national security im-
plications for the United States 
are staggering, and some are 
already occurring. With Rus-
sia, China and Iran’s Hezbollah 
aggressively seeking increased 
footholds in the Western Hemi-
sphere, a failed state—espe-

cially one right on the U.S. bor-
der—represents a great prize. 
It is attractive as well to Al 
Qaeda and ISIS as a launching 
pad for terror attacks on Amer-
ican soil.

Robert Kaplan, author of 
a notable study on the impact 
of geography on world events 
notes, “While we have spent 
billions of dollars to affect his-
torical outcomes in Eurasia, 
we are curiously passive about 
what is happening to a country 
with which we have to share 
a long land border, and whose 
population is close to double 
that of Iraq and Afghanistan 
combined.”

Recently, the Judicial Watch 
organization reported that “Is-
lamic terrorist groups are op-
erating in the Mexican border 
city of Ciudad Juarez and plan-
ning to attack the United States 
with car bombs or other vehi-
cle borne improvised explosive 
devices (VBIED). High-level 
federal law enforcement, intel-

ligence and other sources have 
confi rmed to Judicial Watch 
that a warning bulletin for an 
imminent terrorist attack on 
the border has been issued… 
Specifi cally, the government 
sources reveal that the mili-
tant group Islamic State of Iraq 
and Greater Syria (ISIS) is con-
fi rmed to now be operating in 
Juarez, a famously crime-in-
fested narcotics hotbed situated 
across from El Paso, Texas.”

The Washington Times 
notes that Mexico, along with 
Venezuela, Ecuador and Bo-
livia recently purchased Chi-
nese arms. “A joint Mexico-
China statement said Mexico 
pledged not to interfere in 
China’s affairs on Taiwan and 
Tibet.” The move is part of in-
creased closeness between 
Mexico and China.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into radio broadcasts 
at amfm247.com, and visit our 
website at comactainc.com. 

BY AL D’ANGELO
The Morris Park Commu-

nity Association is opposed to 
City Council bill 541.

Bill 541 is asking for a lo-
cal law to amend the adminis-
trative code of the City of New 
York, in relation to requir-
ing law enforcement offi cers 
to provide notice and obtain 
proof of consent to search in-
dividuals. This shows a com-
plete lack of trust in the police. 
The Constitution, through the 

Fourth Amendment, protects 
people from unreasonable 
searches and seizures. This 
proposed law before the city 
council presupposes that the 
police offi cers randomly stop 
and frisk. 

Has a study been done to 
determine how many illegal 
searches have been carried 
out by the police to warrant 
another law  passed? We all 
know who will be the biggest 
benefi ciaries of this new law, 

the lawyers and the criminals. 
The lawyers will argue the po-
lice offi cer did not have prob-
able cause to search their cli-
ent or did not speak to them in 

their native language and the 
criminal escapes justice on a 
technicality. 

Maybe the government 
should take a lesson from cor-
porate America. When some-
one is hired they are given the 
company rules and told to do 
their job. Those that don’t are 
reprimanded or fi red, but the 
company rules don’t change 
because someone broke them. 
Aren’t you trying to amend 
the rules because someone 

may have broken them? 
Body cameras will be com-

ing soon that should solve 
your problem. How about 
this for a novel idea? Let’s 
pass a law that will keep ca-
reer criminals in jail and set 
mandatory sentences for peo-
ple carrying illegal fi rearms. 
This is not a good time to show 
distrust in our police depart-
ment.  We urge members of 
the City Council to defeat this 
proposal. 

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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Upcoming Wave Hill events
February at Wave Hill of-

fers: Sunday afternoon garden 
walk, the Family Art Project 
and wellness sessions, await 
you, too.

Saturday, February 7; Sun-
day, February 8: Family Art 
Project: Nature-Mask Paper-
making—A Wave Hill At 50 
Anniversary Program: For 
this celebratory occasion, learn 
from visiting artist Randy 
Brozen how to make beautiful, 
handmade paper masks from 
the natural fi bers of cotton and 
abaca.

Saturday, February 7: Tai 
Chi Chuan: In this hour-long 
class, Irving Yee, a member of 
the William CC Chen Tai Chi 
School, introduces students to 
the internal martial arts and 
promotes an awareness of its 
benefi ts.

Saturday, February 7; Sun-
day, February 8: Wave Hill 
Chair Workshop—Day One : 

Wave Hill’s inspirational land-
scape is complemented by the 
iconic Wave Hill chair. In this 
two-day workshop, construct 
your own Wave Hill Chair un-
der the guidance of master car-
penter and Wave Hill Director 
of Facilities Frank Perrone. 

Saturday, February 7: Writ-
ten In The Rocks Lecture: Ge-
ologist Sidney Horenstein, an 
environmental educator emer-
itus at the American Museum 
of Natural History and the nat-
ural history consultant to the 
Bronx County Historical Soci-
ety, leads this presentation. 

Sunday, February 8: Winter 
Birding: Explore Wave Hill’s 
tranquil gardens and wood-
lands with naturalist Gabriel 
Willow to observe birds in their 
winter habitats. Ages 10 and 
older welcome with an adult. 

Sunday, February 8: Hatha 
Yoga: Classes are led by Yoga 
for Bliss Director Neem Dewji 

and other certifi ed instructors, 
and last for an hour and a quar-
ter. 

Sunday, February 8: Medi-
tation: Led by Yoga for Bliss di-
rector Neem Dewji and other 
qualifi ed instructors. 

Sunday, February 8: Trusty 
Trees Family Walk: Join nat-
uralist and educator Gabriel 
Willow on a walk through the 
gardens and woodlands of 
Wave Hill to discover the diver-
sity of trees. Ages six and older 
welcome with an adult.

Sunday, February 8; Tues-
day, February 10: Winter Work-
space Workshop: Living Draw-
ings: Join Winter Workspace 
artist Julia Oldham in a work-
shop using traditional “cel” an-
imation to create exciting and 
quirky living drawings in fl ip-
books.

Sunday, February 8: Sweet 
And Spicy Truffl es Cooking 
Demonstration: A chef from 

Great Performances demon-
strates the process of truffl e-
making using surprisingly 
spicy ingredients such as cin-
namon, chili and ginger. 

Sunday, February 8: Gar-
den & Conservatory Highlights 

Walk: Join in for an hour-long 
tour of seasonal garden high-
lights. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For more 
information call (718) 549-3200 
ext. 232.

Wave Hill Chair Workshop.                                            Photo courtesy of Wave Hill

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES
COME AND ENJOY OUR 

NEW SAUTE MENU!
SERVED

MONDAY - SATURDAY
FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm
as low as

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 

To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 

Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 

Offer. Exp. 01/31/15

Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

WINTER SPECIAL

$500
OFF

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.
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Weekend events at The New York 

Botanical Garden include:
Wild Medicine in the Tropics 

through February 22: Visitors to The 
New York Botanical Garden can ex-
plore the warm rain forest and des-
ert galleries of the landmark Enid 
A. Haupt Conservatory to discover 
how plants are used for health and 
wellness during Wild Medicine in 
the Tropics, the Botanical Garden’s 
new winter exhibition. Drawing on 
the Haupt Conservatory’s richly var-
ied permanent collection of tropical 
trees, exotic fl owers and desert suc-
culents, Wild Medicine in the Tropics 
underscores the essential role that 
plants play in human health while 
providing an escape from winter’s 
icy grip. With interpretative signage, 
an award-winning iPhone app, and 
related programming for adults and 
children, Wild Medicine in the Trop-
ics shows how cultures around the 
world rely on plants for everything 
from medicine to cosmetics and fea-
tures plants that are essential to a 
wide variety of healing traditions.

 Flora Illustrata: A Celebration of 
Botanical Masterworks through Feb-
ruary 22: The renowned LuEsther T. 
Mertz Library of The New York Bo-
tanical Garden counts among its hold-
ings many of the most beautiful and 
pioneering botanical and horticul-
tural works ever created. More than 

Weekend events at the New York Botanical Garden
eight centuries of knowledge, from 
the twelfth century to the present, 
are represented in the Library’s Col-
lection. In this sumptuous exhibition 
in the Art Gallery visitors are intro-
duced to some of the Library’s most 
fascinating works—exceedingly rare 
books, stunning botanical artworks, 
illustrated manuscripts, medieval 
herbals, exquisite garden prints and 
fl ower books, nursery catalogs, ex-
plorers’ notebooks, and more.

 Tropical Discoveries through 
February 26; 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.: In-
side the William and Lynda Steere 
Discovery Center children of all ages 
can take a closer look at the differ-
ences between tropical and temper-
ate plants. Pot up a tropical plant to 
take home and compare its charac-
teristics with foliage in your neigh-
borhood. Make bark rubbings, count 
tree rings, and head back into the 
winter garden with a fi eld notebook 
to discover the vital sparks of life 
that lie just below the surface of this 
quiet season in the Northeast.

Bird Walk, Saturday, January 
31, 11 a.m.: The diverse habitats of 
the Botanical Garden offer visitors 
a chance to see dozens of species of 
birds throughout the year. Bring 
your binoculars and walk the Gar-
den grounds with an expert to learn 
about bird-friendly habitats, migrat-
ing species, and birds that make a 

permanent home at the Garden.
Meet at the Refl ecting Pool at the 

Leon Levy Visitor Center.
* * *

Lehman Center for the Per-

forming Arts celebrates Valentine’s 
Day with a performance direct from 
Mexico City of the Orquesta Sin-
fónica del Estado de México with re-
nowned Conductor and Musical Di-
rector Enrique Bátiz and rising-star 
pianist Irina Chistiakova on Satur-
day, February 14, at 8 pm.

Lehman Center for the Perform-
ing Arts is on the campus of Lehman 
College/CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West.  

Tickets fare $35, $30 and $25, with 
a special $10 ticket price for children 
12 and under, and can be purchased 
by calling (718) 960-8833. Low-cost 
on-site parking available for $5.

* * *

Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-

seum will exhibit a unique selec-
tion of early 19th-century American 
schoolgirl embroideries and water-
colors from the collection of William 
and Sally Gemmill starting March 
1st. The exhibition, Accomplished 
Women: Schoolgirl Art from Female 
Academies in the Early Nineteenth 
Century, offers a special opportu-
nity for the public to see beautiful 
and rare works from a major private 
collection. Twelve pieces in total will 

be included in the exhibition, among 
them a mourning embroidery by Ab-
igail Walker—part of Bartow-Pell’s 
permanent collection—which will be 
viewed in a rich new context in the 
spring show.

* * *

The Bronx Academy of Art 

& Dance presents Get Tough, Get 
BAAD! annual series of fi lms and 
events celebrating queer power, di-
versity, defi ance, strength and vis-
ibility. The series was initiated in 
2010 to celebrate queer strength and 
value and to take a stand against vi-
olence and to counter negative and 
victimized images of queer people in 
the media from homophobic attacks 
in the Bronx and New York City. This 
year’s installment will present seven 
empowering narrative fi lms that fea-
ture queer people of color, a youth 
open mic/jam, a community mara-
thon screening of Orange is the New 
Black (Season 1) and culminate in a 
One Billion Rising dance with drum-
ming and performance that takes 
a stand against violence toward 
women, transwomen and women-
bodied people.  Get Tough! Get 
BAAD! runs from February 4 to 14, 
at BAAD!, 2474 Westchester Avenue.  
For reservations, directions and fur-
ther information call (718) 918-2110 or 
visit www.BAADBronx.org.

THE PRESTON PLAYERS PROUDLY PRESENT

Music by
Alan Menken

Lyrics by
Howard Ashman & Tim Rice

Book by
Linda Woolverton

Thursday, February 5th – Saturday, February 7th  at 7:30pm
Sunday, February 8th at 2:00pm

Tickets: $15 ($12 Seniors) 
Group Rates Available

through advance sales ONLY, not at the door.
Call the Box Offi ce at (718) 863-9134 x600 to reserve your tickets NOW.

DISNEY’S BEAUTY AND THE BEAST
Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).

All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.
421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019 Phone: 212-541-4864  Fax: 212-397-4684

www.MTIShows.com

Preston High School - 2780 Schurz Avenue Bronx, NY 
        (718) 863.9134 www.prestonhs.org

 
Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 

grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 
pay for college? 

 
You can access this money by completing the  

Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 
 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y!  
 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 
and The Bronx  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
VISIT: WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/FAFSA  
 
 EMAIL: FAFSA@YMCANYC.ORG  
 

We  provide: 
�� On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA  
�� Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 
�� Free Metrocards  

Supported by 

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 
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The Denison-White Mansion

Not too many years after the Amer-
ican Revolution, around 1815, Israel 
Cook bought a modest home on Broad-
way near Rector Street and set up a re-
tail butter outlet in his home.  His busi-
ness continued to grow and he saved 
his profi ts investing them in real es-
tate realizing that the city would be 
growing and property values would be 
rising.  All went well for Israel and he 
made a lot of money in real estate and 
left the business to his sons when he 
retired.  His sons were not as wise as 
the father, however, and tried unsuc-
cessfully to corner the sugar market.  
They lost a lot of the father’s money.  

One of the sons married one of the 
daughters of Charles Denison Sr. and 
although Charles would one day be-
come very wealthy, he started life 
rather poor with a small liquor store 
on Fulton Street in New York City.  Af-
ter the store burned down, he resolved 
not to give up on business but to start 
over.  

He opened a wholesale grocery 
business on Dey Street off West Street 

under the name C & L Denison and in 
time it became the largest such estab-
lishment in the area.  It catapulted the 
family to wealth and a life style that 
included grand estates and mansions.   
One such estate was built in the then 
rural area that later became known as 
the Longwood district of the Bronx.  It 
was the only building in the area and 
thus today, the partial structure that 
still stands faces cattycorner to East 
156th and Beck streets.  There simply 
was no grid system at the time it was 
built which accounts for the unusual 
position facing the corner of the prop-
erty.  When it was built with its check-
erboard façade surrounded by huge 
and imposing trees, it proffered a mag-
nifi cent bucolic scene.  

Charles Sr. became one of the most 
noted and respected men about town 
as well as a noted politician.  His son, 
Charles Jr., took over the business and 
became an equally well-known and 
respected merchant active in various 
pursuits and organizations including 
the noted Mercantile Library Associ-
ation.  The business prospered under 
his tutorship and while his father was 
away pursuing his political career, 
Charles made good use of the family 
mansion in Longwood.  Samuel White, 
his brother-in-law, later took over the 
estate and thus the structure became 
known as the Denison-White Man-
sion. 

The building has had many uses 

since the family left and the George 
Johnson family developed the area 
circa 1898 and then in the 1920s the 
mansion became home to the noted 
Longwood Club.  Later it served as 
the Patrolman P. Lynch Community 
Center, a Police Athletic League cen-
ter, among other uses.  Today the still 
standing section of the mansion is 
called Fox Hall and although greatly 
diminished in size, it is the center-
piece of the Cedars Residence where it 
serves as their social center.  The well-
manicured property is surrounded 
by wrought-iron fencing and a bronze 
plaque in the corner of the property 
indicates that the Denison-White 
Mansion was built in the late 1840’s 
in Greek revival style and restored in 
2009.

The main entrance to the 95-unit 
Cedars is at 745 Fox Street and there 
are eight fl oors and a green roof in 
keeping with the latest conservation 
technology.  It is administered by the 
Lantern Organization and a number 
of apartments are reserved for grand-
parents who have become primary 
caregivers for their grandchildren.  
Soft carpeting throughout the hall-
ways was installed with the seniors 
in mind and there is around-the-clock 
security.  Urban Architectural Initia-
tives designed the low-income housing 
complex and the Community Lantern 
Corporation provides the support ser-
vices.  It is good to see that the organi-
zation saw fi t to preserve and care for 
the historic Denison-White Mansion.    

The Denison-White Mansion in November of 2010.  

REPRINTED FROM 2/3/2011
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VETERANS VETERANS
1-800-235-7737

CAR DRIVERS POSITIONS AVAILABLECAR DRIVERS POSITIONS AVAILABLE
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SAVE 
MONEY
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IN OUR 
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Are you the type of parent 
who likes to stay informed of 
important issues in education, 
great ways to help your child 
in school and other similar top-
ics? If so, Eileen Huntington of 
Huntington Learning Center 
suggests following education 
blogs to get current informa-
tion. “There are so many great 
blogs out there for parents that 
it can be hard to narrow them 
down,” says Huntington. “These 
blogs are a few of our favorites 
because they offer relevant in-
formation that parents can use 
to help their children become 
more successful students.” Here 
are five blogs that will keep you 
up to date on the issues that mat-
ter to you and your student. 

SchoolFamily – SchoolFam-
ily.com is “focused exclusively 
on helping parents help their 
kids make the most of their 
school year.” Their blog offers 
tips and advice for helping chil-
dren succeed in school—deal-
ing with everything from fos-
tering emotional awareness to 
developing students’ responsi-
bility to building reading com-
prehension. 

Scholastic Parents: The 

Learning Toolkit – The Learn-
ing Toolkit gives tips for par-
ents to support their children’s 
learning and development at 
every age. 

Scholastic Parents: Raise 

a Reader – Parents can get ad-
vice and resources on how to 
help their child develop read-
ing skills and extend the read-
ing experience at home. 

The Answer Sheet – The 
Washington Post’s education 
blog, The Answer Sheet, de-
scribes itself as a “school sur-
vival guide for parents (and 
everyone else).” The Answer 
Sheet covers all things educa-
tion, including education pol-
icy, the Common Core State 

Standards, standardized test-
ing and how students learn. 

The Choice – The New York 
Times’ Choice blog is no longer 
actively updated, but its four 
years of archives contain valu-
able information for parents of 
high school students who are 
applying to colleges about the 
admissions process, financial 
aid, determining a good college 
fit and more. 

Huntington offers one final 
tip for parents who want to fol-
low multiple blogs without hav-
ing to check the websites regu-
larly. “Use a feed reader such 
as Feedly or BlogLovin to or-
ganize all of the blogs that you 
follow in one simple interface,” 
says Huntington. “Alternately, 
you can subscribe to a blog via 
email to be sure that you re-
ceive new posts directly to your 
inbox.” For more great educa-
tion resources for parents, visit 
HuntingtonHelps.com

Huntington is the tutoring 
and test prep leader. Its certi-
fied tutors provide individual-
ized instruction in reading, 
phonics, writing, study skills, 
elementary and middle school 
math, Algebra through Calcu-
lus, Chemistry, and other sci-
ences. It preps for the SAT and 
ACT, as well as state and stan-
dardized exams. Huntington 
programs develop the skills, 
confidence, and motivation to 
help students succeed and meet 
the needs of Common Core 
State Standards. Founded in 
1977, Huntington’s mission is to 
give every student the best edu-
cation possible. 

Learn how Huntington can 
help at Huntingtonhelps.com.

For franchise opportunities 
please visit Huntingtonfran-
chise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Huntington Learning  
Center Suggests  

Five Great Education  
Blogs for Parents
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1 Family. Completely Renovated. 
Stainless steel appliances, garage, and deck.

$430,000.

1 Family House. On a double lot. 
4 bedrooms and 3 baths.

$490,000.

2 Family House. 
On a double lot.

$400,000.

2 Family. Income Basement
apartment and 2 car garage.

$490,000.

2 Family House.

$425,000.

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

Rosana Chirico
Licensed Real Estate Broker

com

RC House Sales Realty Corp.

THROGGS NECK AREA

$1900
3 Bedroom. $1700

$1400.
 3 Bedroom.  $1800

IN CONTRACT

We have many clients looking for apartment rentals and 
houses for sale Please call for a free market assessment

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.
3602 E Tremont Ave

Bronx, NY 10465
718-684-1411

Fax: 718-684-1422

1 Family House.
Completely Renovated. 

$410,000.

APARTMENTS

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL
Store Front available. 400 square feet - E Tremont Ave & 3rd Ave.

3602 C East Tremont Ave.
Located near the Alley Cat Café.  

Available outside seating in our cozy courtyard. 
Like us on facebook. Www.Facebook.Com/scoopsandbowls

Follow us on instagram. Www.Instagram.Com/scoopsandbowls

LARGE SIZE COFFEE OR TEA, HOT OR ICED FOR $1.00
REAL FRUIT SMOOTHIES FOR JUST $3.50

50¢ 

CASTLE HILL AREA
 2 bedroom. $1300

PELHAM BAY AREA
 Spacious 2 bedroom. $1375

SC       PS
BOWLS&

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING
FAT FREE, NON-DIARY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

Come Try Out
Our Lunch

Specials
2 3

Cup of SOUP
with

PANINI

$7.00

Cup of SOUP
with

PANINI
with 1 side

$7.75

Cup of SOUP
with

PANINI
with 1 scoop

$8.50
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Rican Parade workers use commu-
nity board office equipment. 

Gonzalez survived a previous 
vote on his tenure by the board in 
December 2012. 

Current CB 9 chairman William 
Rivera said that the board members 
were aware of the Conflicts of Inter-
est ruling because it is public infor-
mation. 

“On Thursday, January 15, Com-
munity Board 9’s general board 
voted to remove our district manger, 
Francisco Gonzalez, effective imme-
diately,” read a statement from the 
board. “We wish Mr. Gonzalez well 
in his future endeavors and thank 
him for his past service.” 

A new district manager will hope-
fully be selected by the summer, af-
ter a screening process with rules 
mandated by the City Charter, said 
Rivera. 

A spokesman for Borough Presi-
dent Diaz Jr. said that there will be 
no interim district manager, and 
that a staff member will assist the 
board and its staff as they search for 
a new manager. 

CB 9 encompasses Castle Hill, 
Clason Point, Soundview, and 
Parkchester. Gonzalez had been its 
district manager since 1993, he said.

CB 9 boots district manager
From page 1

guarding of its citizens,” said Bene-
detto, adding “this is intolerable.” 

      Benedetto said he believes that 
the DHS can fi x the situation at Crys-
tal by revising its own policy about 
housing high level sex offenders, 
moving them to shelters that do not 
house families. 

     The councilman said he did 
know of any DHS policy when it came 
to housing sex offenders, and said 
that it was unacceptable to deal with 
these kinds of issues ‘‘as it hits us.’’

    “Our shelters are safe havens 
for families and children experienc-
ing the most diffi cult of hardships,” 
said Vacca. “We cannot, in good con-
science, accept the risk of allowing 
sex offenders to live in close quarters 
with these already vulnerable fami-
lies.”

      Martin Prince, CB 10 chairman; 
Dotti Poggi, Friends of Ferry Point 
Park president and a member of the 
citizens advice board for the Crystal 
Family Residence; and Jo Anne So-

Sex offenders cause uproar
From page 1 hmers, president of the Ferry Point 

Civic Association also voiced their 
concerns. 

      CB 10 has reached out to DHS, 
and has requested that the two sex of-
fenders be removed, but still be given 
services, said Ken Kearns, district 
manager.

     “This board has made efforts in 
trying to have them (the offenders) be 
moved too,” said Kearns, who added 
that he knows that services cannot 
be denied to these men. 

     “What our board suggested was 
that because there was a possibility 
of a problem, that they simply be relo-
cated to another shelter,” he said. 

     Sex offender data on the state 
website is for informational pur-
poses only, and is not intended to be 
punitive, 

     DHS did not respond to requests 
for comment.  According to Klein’s 
offi ce, as of press time the legislation 
passed in the State Senate. It is not 
yet a law. Community Board 10 chairman Martin Prince (c) addresses those in attendance at press 

conference ioutside the former Capri Motel. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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Clinical Studies in  
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- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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WINGS CLIPPED BY 
MIRACULOUS RALLY 

“My passing will get them better, teach them 
how to cut and get an easy basket. It’s 
creating a chemistry because it’s getting 
everyone involved.”
DELPHYNIA SPARKS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

Does anyone else think that 
the denials from Belichick 
and Brady sound like those 
we used to hear from Gaylord 
Perry?

Affordable Super Bowl

Dan Daly wrote about SBII, 
“The face value of a Super 
Bowl ticket runs anywhere 
from $800 to $1,900 these days, 
and prices on the secondary 
market reportedly range be-
tween an arm ($2,000) and a 
leg ($20,000).  So I thought you 
might be amused by what it 
used to cost to go to the game 
— from soup to nuts.

An ad appeared in the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette be-
fore Super Bowl II that of-
fered air transportation 
(“via United and Eastern 
Air Lines”), three nights in 
a Miami hotel, six meals, a 
cocktail party, transfers and 
“other features” for — wait 
for it — the low, low price of 
$196 (tax included). You fl ew 
out the Friday before the 
game, which pitted the NFL’s 
Packers against the AFL’s 
Raiders, and returned the fol-
lowing Monday.

What a deal. 
Wonder if Wayne Travel 

Service is still offering it. (Or 
is it just the price of gas that’s 

If You Ain’t 
Cheatin’ 

You Ain’t 
Tryin’

Continued on Page 58

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
No one shied away from the 

blame after Wings Academy’s 
heart breathing and almost 
unthinkable defeat

The Wings let defending 
PSAL city champions Benja-
min Cardozo erase a nine-point 
defi cit with less than two min-
utes left to play and hand them 
a 50-47 loss in the fi nal of the 
SNY Invitational at CCNY last 
Saturday. The Judges scored 12 
points in the fi nal 1:46, includ-
ing three treys to win a game 
what will have huge playoff 
seeding implications. 

Wings boys’ basketball 
coach Billy Turnage took the 
blame after the contest. He lost 
track of how many times out he 
had left and took his fi nal one 
trying to preserve a possession 
with a little over three minutes 
to play in contest. It left him 
unable to try to slow Cardozo’s 
12 -0 run to end the game. He 
vowed to never let his players 
down by mismanaging a game 
down the stretch again. 

“This is on me,” Turnage 
said. “It’s nothing the kids did. 
I blew it.”

Cardozo (18-1) certainly 
played a role too after Wings 
grabbed a 47-38 lead on a bas-
ket by Georgetown-bound cen-
ter Jessie Govan. Judges star 
Rashond Salnave, who has 
just four points to that point, 
sparked his team’s fi nal surge.

He got a basket and the foul 
and on the next possession he 
buried a three-pointer. Aaron 
Walker and Tariq Coburn each 
added treys of their own to put 
Cardozo up for good at 49-47 
with 30 seconds left to play.

Hofstra-bound point guard 
Desure Buie had a contested 
look at tying three in the fi nal 
seconds, but it was no good. 
The senior didn’t let Turnage 
shoulder all of blame. The 
Wings (17-2) lost their compo-
sure late in the game. They 
took quick shots and turned 
the ball over, allowing Cardozo 
the chance to rally. 

“He can’t play for us,” Buie 
said. “I think we made some 
very bad decisions down the 
stretch at the end of the game 
that cost us that ball game. 
It isn’t all his fault. It’s the 
guard’s fault also. We did those 
turnovers, not him.”

The loss spoiled a superb 
outing by Bui. He scored 19 
points, grabbed six rebounds 
and connected in three treys, 
including one to beat the third 
quarter buzzer that put Wings 

up 36-31. Bui felt like he had to 
make up for a poor shooting 
night in a win over Cardinal 
Hayes in the semifi nal.  

“I had to come out and play 
more aggressive,” Buie said. 

Govan, who was in foul 
trouble all afternoon, fi n-
ished with 11 points and 11 re-
bounds. Walker led Cardozo 
with 17 points. McNeely tal-
lied 12 points and Coburn had 
10. Salnave fi nished with nine 
points.

Wings despite missing out 
on a chance to make a case for 
the top seed in the PSAL Class 
AA playoffs still has plenty of 
basketball to play. Falling to 
Cardozo in a game that had a 
playoff feel is just a tough loss 
before the homestretch. 

“The good thing is that its 
January, it’s not March,” Tur-
nage said. “I told them the next 
time we see them again, who-
ever loses is collecting uni-
forms.” 

Wings center Jessie Govan shoots a jumper over Cardozo’s Armando Dunn during SNY Invitational. 
 Photo by Robert Cole
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The maturation of Delphynia 

Sparks’ game has been a key reason 
for Monsignor Scanlan’s newfound 
success. 

The Crusaders sophomore came 
to the school a year ago filled with 
talent and eager to prove herself as 
player. The 5-foot-9 Sparks sees the 
game differently after an up and 
down season. Sparks, a shooting 
guard, is now not only the team’s 
top scorer, but leader in assists as 
well.

“When she started last year with 
us there was more, let me show you 
what I can do. I can take anybody,” 
Scanlan coach Tom Catalanotto 
said. “Now she realizes the bottom 
line is we want to win the game.”

Scanlan is off to a soaring start 
as Sparks’ play has made her team-
mates around her better, raised 
their confidence and helped boost 
the team chemistry. The Crusad-
ers are 10-6 and the favorites to win 
with CHSAA Bronx/Westchester ‘A’ 
division after starting 5-0. 

“My passing will get them bet-
ter, teach them how to cut and get an 
easy basket,” Sparks said. “It’s cre-
ating a chemistry because it’s get-
ting everyone involved.”

Sparks is averaging 17 points, 5.5 
rebounds and 4.0 assists per contest. 
She has taken her game to the next 
level recently. Sparks had 16 points 
and six assists in a win over Arch-

bishop Ryan (Phi.), dropped in 28 to 
help beat league rival Maria Regina 
and tallied 24 points and six assists 
in defeat against national power Re-

gis Jesuit (Co.). 
“She’s matured,” junior forward 

Nukiya Mayo said. “She grew.”
Her play has garnered her a schol-

arship offer from Iona and interest 
from VCU, Fordham, James Madi-
son, Villanova, St. Peter’s, Hofstra 
and Stony Brook. 

Sparks leads not just with her 
skill, but vocally aldo. She imme-
diately puts teammates in the right 
place at practice and asked them 
to step up after a preseason scrim-
mage with defending state Federa-
tion Class AA champions Long Is-
land Lutheran. 

“I sent then a text telling them we 
have to work harder in practice be-
cause we can get the chip this year,” 
she said. 

Sparks isn’t doing this alone. 
Mayo continues to build off a strong 
summer that earned her a scholar-
ship offer from Towson and inter-
est from more than 25 schools. The 
6-foot-2 forward is averaging 15 
points and 12 rebounds per contest 
and is a consistent shot blocker. 

Janier Cooper is a superb shooter. 
Mia Crooms provides help for Mayo 
inside. Junior Jaylene Ortiz and 
Jaylene Brown have also contrib-
uted. All it took were scrimmages 
against Class AA teams like Christ 
the King, LuHi and Mary Louis to 
prove to Scanlan this can be a spe-
cial year for a program that was 
struggling three years ago. It hasn’t 
let the opportunity pass it by. 

“If we can compete against the 
best team in the city,” Mayo said.  
“We came compete with anybody.”

Super sophomore sparking Scanlan's strong season 

Guard Delphynia Sparks is having a break out sophomore season for Monsignor Scanlan. 
 Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Pipe Dreams:  A New Direction For The Giants; Molinaro Maranara
from Page 57

dropping to nostalgic levels?)
Yankees At First Look

Wallace Matthews quoted Brian 
Cashman, ““This year will be differ-
ent, that’s for sure, “General manager 
Brian Cashman said this week. “This 
spring will be more important than 
most because there’s a lot of new guys 
and a lot of guys we don’t know all that 
much about. There’s a lot of players we 
have to get to know. Clearly last year 
there was a big focus on our captain, 
who’s no longer here. This year the fo-
cus will be on all the new guys.”

“I think ever since they renewed 
[Cashman, who received a new three-
year contract], he’s had some ideas 
about building the team, getting 
younger and more versatile, and I 
think they’ve done that,” said the 
baseball executive. “Does it work? 
Who knows? I think the whole season 
comes down to two questions: The 
starting pitching and the hitting.”

But Cashman disputes the notion 
that this year’s offseason represents 
any sort of philosophy change by an 
organization that has always oper-
ated under the Big Bang Theory of 
baseball. He said the reason the Yan-
kees built through barter rather than 

bucks this season was strictly due to 
circumstances.”

A New Direction 

For The Giants

Dan Graziano (ESPNNY.com) 
wrote: “Ben McAdoo has been hired 
to run the Giants’ offense, it’s worth 
taking note that this is the Giants do-
ing something they don’t normally do. 
They’re taking a chance on a fresh, 
new face with ideas that differ from 
theirs. They’re dipping their staid 
blue toe into new waters, mainly out 
of an admission that what they were 
doing for so long had stopped work-
ing. It’s a pretty big deal, and how-
ever it works out, it speaks to the 
state of the franchise right now. After 
10 years of Manning and Coughlin, 
they don’t believe their run is coming 
to an end, but they’re at least admit-
ting to themselves that they’ll need to 
try something different if they want 
to be right.”

I like Coughlin’s Spagnuolo hire 
but I would have liked Pepper John-
son better. 

Molinaro Maranara

Bob Molinaro (PilotOnline.com) 
wrote, “Hit the pause button: Let’s 
hold off writing Peyton Manning’s ca-
reer obituary. It’s unlikely that Man-

ning is fi nished - not when he’s due 
$19 million in base salary for showing 
up next season. You’d expect a pizza 
pitchman of his repute to have an ap-
preciation for that kind of dough.

If you want to win a bar bet, ask 
if anybody can tell you who coaches 
the Atlanta Hawks, currently atop 
the NBA’s Eastern Conference and 
on a 10-game winning streak. Mike 
Budenholzer, a former apprentice un-
der the Spurs’ Gregg Popovich, is the 
mystery man - and early leader for 
Coach of the Year. Full disclosure: I 
had to Google the Hawks to discover 
Budenholzer’s identity.

Even taking into account that Rex 
Ryan usually wins the news confer-
ence, it’s amusing how the blustery 
self-promoter could introduce him-
self to Bills fans as their savior, see-
ing as how he left the Jets after a four-
win season to join a franchise that 
fi nished with nine victories.”

Dwight Perry 

(Seattle Times) Headlines

“This from Darren Rovell (ESPN): 
“Pizza Hut spokesman- we are not 
paying QBs who say ‘Hut’ at the line 
of scrimmage.”

“Scientists can gauge the slightest 
slowing of Earth’s rotation enough 

to know that we need to add an extra 
second in 2015, but what is and what 
isn’t a completed NFL pass still can’t 
pass the eyeball test?

“Times columnist Larry Stone, 
via Twitter, after the Mariners ac-
quired lefty pitcher Mike Kickham: 
“I’d suspect their plan is to use Kick-
ham when they’re down.”

“Mike Bianchi of the Orlando 
(Fla.) Sentinel, after NASCAR driver 
Kurt Busch claimed his ex-girlfriend 
is a CIA-trained assassin: “Gentle-
men, start your cuckoo clocks.”

“Times desk editor Scott Hanson, 
on Washington State’s new defensive 
coordinator, Alex Grinch: “So I’m 
guessing he’ll make his players prac-
tice on Christmas.”

“Tiger Woods, on hand to watch 
girlfriend Lindsey Vonn ski in Cort-
ina D’Ampezzo, Italy, got a front tooth 
knocked out by a swinging TV cam-
era.

We assume he’ll be replacing that 
divot.

“Seahawks punter Jon Ryan, on 
throwing 19-yard TD pass off a fake 
fi eld goal in the NFC title game: “It 
was a moment I won’t forget, even 
though I don’t remember it all right 
now.”



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JAN. 30-FEB 5, 2015 59  BTR

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Instinct took over for Stephen Aro-

wosegbe as he saw Chris Atkinson’s sec-
ond free throw attempt carom of the right 
side of the rim and back in the Long Island 
Lutheran guard’s hands. 

The Cardinal Hayes reserve forward 
slid to his left to challenge Atkinson’s 
layup with two seconds left to play and the 
Cardinals up two.

“I saw the defender come over and my 
natural instinct was to come over and 
help,” Arowbosegbe said. “Just went up 
and blocked it and made the play.” 

His outstretched arm smothered At-
kinson’s shot to seal Cardinals Hayes’ im-
pressive 54-52 win in the consolation game 
of the SNY Invitational boys’ basketball 
tournament at CCNY Saturday afternoon. 

“It was just a feeling of joy to know that 
the buzzer just went off and we won,” said 
Arowosegbe, who also grabbed eight re-
bounds.

The win was an important won on a 
number of levels of Hayes, who was in 
danger of losing four or its last fi ve. The 
Cardinals, who are still playing without 
Manhattan-bound center A.K Ojo (knee), 
bounced right back after losing to Wings 
62-54 in the opening round on Friday. 

“Nice to bounce back. A lot of guys 
contributed today,” Hayes coach Joe Lods 

said “I thought Steven played great. He 
rebounded the ball and if you can do that 
against those guys you can do that against 
anybody.”

Taking down LuHi, which was nation-
ally ranked earlier this season, without 

one of its best players shows Hayes what 
it is capable of even without its best inte-
rior player. Others have steppe up in his 
absence. Jeff Hayden paced the Cardinals 
with 21 points and fi ve rebounds and Allen 
had 16 points and four rebounds. Former 

Boys & Girls standout Marvin Prochet led 
LuHi with 11 points.

“It gives us a boost of confi dence be-
cause we thought LuHi was going to be the 
toughest team here,” Hayden said. “I feel 
like since we pulled this one out we can 
beat anybody.”

Hayes jumped out in front 33-26 thanks 
to a quick 7-0 run in the third quarter 
capped by a Hayden layup with 3:32 re-
maining in the frame. LuHu responded 
with a 10-2 spurt early in the fourth to take 
42-39 lead with 3:48 left in the game. It was 
all Hayes and Allen from there.   

Allen connected on a contested three 
and Hayden a pull up jumper to put Hayes 
up two. LuHi shortly tied the score before 
Allen gave the Cardinals the lead for good 
at 48-44 thanks to a four-play with 1:57 to 
go in the contest. Allen told Lods to run 
the play for him and it paid off.

“It felt good to hit a jump shot,” Allen 
joked. “I hadn’t hit one all week.”

Long Island Lutheran got within 53-51 
on an Atkinson three with seven seconds 
left. Hayden made 1 of 2 free throw and 
Arowosegbe ensure the advantage held 
up.

“I saw somebody didn’t box out and 
then when I saw Chris go out and I thought 
he was going to get fouled. Then Stephen 
just blocked it.”

Arowosegbe rejection seals Hayes’ upset of LuHi

BY WINSTON DINKINS
Velocity Track Club New York is 

looking like one of the elite teams in 
the tri-state area.  Once again we were 
blessed with some outstanding perfor-
mance by our student athletes.  On Sun-
day, January 25, Pearl Webster who at-
tends Spellman High School won the 
gold medal for the girl’s shot put at the 
CHSAA (Catholic High School Athletic 
Association) Sectional Championship 
at the Armory Track & Field Center in 
New York, NY.  She was also named the 
meet MVP for Field events for the meet.    

On Friday, January 23, Dominique 
Jackson who competes for Columbus 
High School won a silver medal in the 
freshman girls 200 meters race at the 
New Balance Games.  The 20th New 
Balance Games is one of the premier 
indoor track meets in the country. The 
meet features Middle School, Fresh-
man, Sophomore, and Novice events on 
Friday and a complete schedule of In-
vitational and varsity events on Satur-
day - as well as a handful of professional 
events. 

Also at the New Balance Games, 
VTC had a girls & boys 12 & under relay 
team compete.  The girl’s team of River 
Sampson, Shantea Leach, Lisha McKen-
zie & Danielle Jackson relay team took 
4th place earning them bronze medals.  
Our boy’s team of Joseph Webster-Rut-
ledge, Jordan Samuels, Trevon James 
and Kristen Cadiz-Domville) took 3rd 

place earning them bronze medals.    
On Saturday January 31, we will 

have 8 girls compete in the Women Col-
gate Games Semi Finals at Pratt Insti-
tute in Brooklyn New York.  Then on 
Sunday, February 1st, we will be trav-
eling to the Floyd Little Athletic Center 
in New Haven Connecticut for a USATF 
CT Youth Meet.  Come on out and sup-

port the children.
Our athletes learn how to manage 

their school work and track & fi eld at a 
high level.  That is why we would like 
to give congratulation to Team Captain, 
Tyron Ingram who will be attending 
Utica College in Sept 2015.  We are so 
proud of him.  

Anyone interested in supporting 

Velocity Track Club New York.  We 
are a 501(c)3 - Non-for Profi t.  Just 
write the check of any size to Veloc-
ity Track Club New York.  Your dona-
tion is a tax write off and we will send 
you a receipt.  For additional informa-
tion, contact Coach Winston Dinkins 
at (914) 441-6196 or email me at WAT-
CLT@AOL.COM.  

Velocity Track Club New York highlihts

Velocity Track Club New York

Cardinal Hayes’ Clive Allen dribbles pass a defender during the SNY Invitational. 
 Photo by Robert Cole
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 

Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 

our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

vs.
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vs.
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