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New Home For New Year
Nicole Cirillo gave Lulu a new home for the new year after attending an 
adoption event hosted by NYC Animal Care & Control and PETCO of Throggs 
Neck on Saturday, January 3. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

New Year’s Day murder 
shakes up quiet community

DERANGED MAN
KILLS GRANDMA

Alleged 
cop shooter 

caught
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Police arrested a robbery sus-
pect for alledgedly shooting two 
plainclothes police offi cers in 
Fordham. 

Jason Polanco, 24, of 2639 De-
catur Avenue, was charged with 
counts of attempted murder of 
a police offi cer, among other 
charges, after he alledgedly shot 
two offi cers, on Sunday, January 
4.

 The offi cers have been identi-
fi ed in published reports as An-
drew Dossi and Aliro Pellerano.

An accomplice in the alleged 
robbery of a supermarket 10 min-
utes before the shootings, Joshua 
Kemp, 28, of 5 Metropolitan Oval, 
was also taken into custody on a 
number of charges, with police 
announcing the arrests on Tues-
day, January 6. 

The plainclothes offi cers were 
part of a 46th Precinct fi ve-mem-
ber anti-crime team searching for 
suspects wanted in connection 
with the armed robbery of Wel-
come 2 Yemen Deli and Grocery at 
363 E. 180th Street.

 The shooting incident oc-
curred at around 10:35 p.m. on 
East 184th Street and Tiebout 
Avenue, according to remarks 
by police commissioner William 
Bratton, who spoke at St. Barna-
bas Hospital shortly after the 
wounded hero cops were brought 
there for treatment.  

According to police, Polanco 
alledgedly ran into a Chinese res-
taurant on Tiebout Avenue after 
the men were found by the cops, 
while his partner in the earlier 
robbery, Kemp, waited outside. 

As the offi cers approached, 
police report, Polanco ran out of 
the restaurant and opened fi re, 
with the anti-crime unit return-
ing fi re. 

The suspects then car-jacked a 
Continued on Page 4

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN AND 
PATRICK ROCCHIO

New Year’s Day usually sig-
nifi es the celebration of a brand 
new start, but in Throggs Neck, 
an alleged homicide made the 
day anything but a joyous occa-
sion.

Erik Perez, 48, from Brook-
lyn, has been charged with sec-
ond-degree murder, for alleg-
edly killing his grandmother 
Alice Durso at her home on the 
morning of Thursday, January 
1. 

Police believe that Perez 

bludgeoned his 87-year-old 
grandmother, repeatedly hit-
ting her in the head inside her 
home at 633 Hollywood Avenue. 

He also allegedly assaulted 
his mother and stepfather, 
and his grandmother’s home-
health care aide, according to 
published reports and police 
sources. 

He has been charged with as-
sault, menacing and criminal 
possession of a weapon, a police 
spokesman stated. 

After a brief standoff with 
Continued on Page 4

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
More than 100 community 

members gathered outside 
the 49th Precinct on Mon-
day, January 5 to mourn the 
two New York Police Depart-
ment officers killed in De-
cember.

The candlelight vigil, or-
ganized by the precinct’s 
community council, drew a 

crowd who huddled in the 
cold to stand with the offi-
cers who protect their neigh-
borhoods and support them  
in their grief.

On December 20, detec-
tives Rafael Ramos and Wen-
jian Liu were assassinated 
while sitting in their patrol 
car in Brooklyn.

Vigil at 49th Pct. 
honors slain offi cers

Continued on Page 11



BY JAIME WILLIAMS
 Mysterious stones on a stretch 

of Pelham Parkway are puzzling 
passerbys.

The 20- to 30-pound rocks have 
been appearing quietly under the 
cover of darkness along a stretch 
of the park from Bronx Park East 
to Boston Road for months. 

First around trees and then in 
random circular  presentations 
throughout the park, said neigh-
bor Marcia Lewis. She believes 
someone is carting the rocks from 
outside the park and assembling 
them there at night.

“I call it mini Stonehenge,” said 
another neighbor, Kay Cardona.

With the impending snow sea-
son, Lewis is concerned that the 
stones pose a safety issue, and she 
brought attention to the situation 
by posting on Community Board 
11’s Facebook Page in late Decem-
ber. 

She said she previously ap-
proached the Bronx Park East 
Community Association about the 
issue.

There is a large number of 
neighbors who use the park to 
walk their dogs, and new rocks ap-

pearing overnight makes it diffi -
cult for older residents to navigate, 
said Lewis. The possibility of snow 
obscuring the stones just increases 
the dangers.

“It’s a tripping hazard,” said 
Lewis.

The numerous stone circles cre-
ate obstructions in the otherwise 
level park, which makes it impos-
sible for kids to play sports, like 
soccer, in the nicer weather.

“Now there’s no fi eld,” said 

Lewis.
Other concerns are that the 

rocks will make it diffi cult for the 
grass to be mowed and the park to 
be maintained, and that they have 
been catching litter that blows 
across the park.

“The stones really devalue the 
neighborhood,” said Lewis.

In addition to being a safety haz-
ard, reducing the park’s uses and 
looking unpleasant, Cardona said 
the rocks form seating arrange-

ments that encourage loitering and 
deviant behavior. Lewis said she 
recently found condoms, a box cut-
ter and needles in one of the areas.

Other neighbors are complain-
ing as well, both Lewis and Car-
dona said, including residents 
whose windows overlook the area 
or who walk their dog in the park. 

But they are also concerned 
that the person who is forming the 
rock circles—someone once ap-
proached Lewis and took credit for 

the project— is not mentally well, 
and would like to see the situation 
dealt with appropriately.

Lewis is not looking to blame 
anyone, but just wants her park 
back to the way it was.

“I’d like to see the rocks re-
moved,” she said.

No one from Community Board 
11’s Parks Committee has had the 
time to visit the site since the issue 
was raised a few weeks ago, said 
chair Joanne Rubino. She feels the 
situation requires investigation 
before any action is taken.

She said the committee will 
likely discuss the issue at their 
next meeting. If it’s true that some-
one is carting in rocks from out-
side the park, that could be a real 
problem, she said.

“It’s concerning if somebody’s 
doing it,” said Rubino.

A spokeswoman for NYC Parks 
said the department is aware of the 
issue, and recently met on-site with 
Lewis, who fi led a 311 complaint.  

She said they will continue to 
review this matter and hold addi-
tional conversations with the com-
munity to determine the best reso-
lution.
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On Pelham Parkway between Bronx Park East and Boston Road, ‘rock circles’ are popping up around many trees. Photo by 
Silvio Pacifi co

Pelham Parkway’s ‘Stonehenge’ a mystery

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Final recommenda-

tions by a community panel 
studying storm resiliency 
for the east Bronx water-
front are set to be presented 
at an upcoming open house. 

New York Rising, a state-
wide storm resiliency effort 
with subcommittees all over 
the state studying how best 
to deal with storms like Su-
perstorm Sandy, will see its 
East Bronx Waterfront plan-
ning committee present its 
fi ndings at Providence Rest 
on Tuesday, January 13. 

The committee mak-
ing the recommendations 
is made up of community 
members representing 
neighborhoods from a broad 
swath of east Bronx costal 
communities, ranging from 
Harding Park and Clason 
Point, Ferry Point, Throggs 
Neck, Locust Point,  Edge-
water Park, Country Club, 
and City Island. The meet-
ing will take place at the 
nursing facility, located at 
3304 Waterbury Avenue, 
from 6:30. to 8:30 p.m. 

Three public open 

houses were held in 2014 to 
gather ideas, and now there 
has been a deliberation pe-
riod where the committee 
members fi nalized plans for 
projects that will see sev-
eral million dollars spent 
on storm mitigation proj-
ects and studies. 

“Next Tuesday, we 
will be having our fourth 
and fi nal public engage-
ment meeting; it is an open 
house,” said Alex Zablocki, 
New York City regional lead 
for New York Rising. 

“That month-long pro-
cess of public engagement 
and deliberation has led to 
that committee coming up 
with their fi nal plan. That 
fi nal plan will include the 
community reconstruction 
projects that they will pro-
pose to use their $3 million 
allocation towards imple-
menting,” he said 

That plan will be un-
veiled at the fourth and fi -
nal meeting, said Zablocki, 
adding that the project is a 
community led effort. 

While Zablocki could not 
revel the plans being funded 

prior to the meeting, conver-
sations with several sources 
on the east Bronx commit-
tee indicate that many of 
the plans will be much like 
the 12 that were proposed 
at the last NY Rising Open 
House in November. 

Among some of the pos-
sible projects proposed for 
funding at that time, and 
discussed with committee 
members in interviews, 
were making three coastal 
street ends more resilient 
with new storm protection 
infrastructure, and fortify-
ing the Edgewater Park fi re-
house and the Locust Point 
Civic Center. 

NY Rising is backed by 
Governor Cuomo, and lo-
cal elected representatives 
like Senator Jeff Klein, who 
praised the efforts being un-
dertaken to help recovery 
in communities affected 
by Superstorm Sandy and 
other storms. 

“In 2012, in the imme-
diate wake of Superstorm 
Sandy, I created and co-
chaired the Senate Bipar-
tisan Task Force On Hur-

ricane Sandy Recovery, 
where we focused our ef-
forts on lifting up those 
communities hit the hard-
est,” said Klein. “Three 
years later, the work con-
tinues and I’m proud I was 
able to help secure $3 mil-
lion in funding for recov-

ery and resiliency efforts 
here in the Bronx.”

East Bronx Planning 
Committee member John 
Doyle said that the pub-
lic should attend the open 
house because it is impor-
tant to see how NY Rising 
will affect the communities 

they call home.  
“This is the most impor-

tant meeting of the year, 
bar none,” he said, adding 
“This is about everyone 
coming to the table to see 
if (the plan and its budget) 
connects with them and 
their communities.”

NY Rising open house to fi nalize storm strategy

Above (l-r) Barbara Wilks, Virginia Mikaelian, Frannie Peterson review a NY Rising map, offering   rec-
ommendations, at a NY Rising open house in November. File Photo
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• In an emergency, our Westchester Square Campus offers 24/7 
emergency room care fully staffed with board-certified physicians.

• Not feeling well or need a checkup? Call 1-800-MD-MONTE to 
see a primary care doctor at our Bronx East office, 2300 Westchester 
Avenue, or more than 20 other convenient locations.

• Need to see a specialist? Montefiore offers a wide range of options 
at Westchester Square, including ophthalmic procedures. With an 
onsite laboratory and radiology services, rely on Montefiore for  
high-quality, efficient and friendly healthcare. 

Montefiore Westchester Square Campus
2475 St. Raymonds Avenue 
(between Seddon Street and St. Peter’s Avenue)
1-800-MD-MONTE | www.montefiore.org/westchestersquare

We’re Here for You 
Montefiore Westchester Square

The Bronx and Lower 
Westchester Trusted Realtor.

Phone: (347) 202-4965

Cell: (646) 584-4467

Fax: (347) 202-4966

http://www.facebook.com/missjovani

http://www.twitter.com/jovanig

http://www.linkedin.com/jovanigiron

Specializing in Residential Real Estate Sales & Residential Real Estate leasing

* SRS Seller Representative Specialist 

Member of:

* The Hudson Gateway Multiple Listing Service (MLS)

* NAR (National Association Of Realtors)

Visit me on Trulia & Zillow:

www.trulia.com/profile/jovanigiron/ Ranked in the Vip Top 1% of Trulia agents 

www.zillow.com/profile/Jovani-Giron

Like my Facebook page for the latest news on the Real Estate market:

Jovani Giron The Bronx & Lower Westchester trusted Realtor  

www.facebook.com/GironJovani

Jovani Giron
Licensed Real Estate Salesperon 

EXIT REALTY SEARCH
Ranked #1 Real Estate office in The Bronx!
3928 E. Tremont Ave

Bronx, New York 10465
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Chevrolet Camaro on Mar-
ion Avenue, and fl ed, said 
the commissioner. 

Mayor de Blasio joined 
Bratton at St. Barnabas 
around midnight on Mon-
day, January 6, according 
to published reports. 

“Thank God these offi -
cers are doing well and will 
recover,” said the mayor.  
“We care obviously at this 
moment not just for these 
offi cers, but for their fami-
lies – we want to support 
them at this diffi cult time. 
And as always, the city of 
New York and the NYPD 
will be with them through 
this challenge and as these 
offi cers recover.”

From Borough President 
Diaz to Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito, 
elected offi cials who rep-
resent Bronx communities 

condemned the attack and 
wished the offi cers a speedy 
recovery.  

“Reports indicate that 
their injuries are not life 
threatening, and for that 

we are incredibly grateful,” 
said Diaz. “My thoughts 
and prayers are with them 
and their families as they 
recover.”

Mark-Viverto said: “Vi-
olence against our police 
offi cers is a horrible and 
deplorable crime that is 
an assault against all New 
Yorkers, and those who 
are responsible should be 
prosecuted to the fullest 
extent of the law.” 

“Those responsible for 
the shootings deserve no 
mercy at all: they should 
be prosecuted aggres-
sively to the fullest extent 
of the law,” said Council-
man Ritchie Torres, who 
represents the effected 
community. 

One of the offi cers suf-
fered gunshot wounds to 
the left arm and the lower 
back, the other was shot 

in the chest and left arm, 
said Bratton. 

In addition to attempted 
murder of a police offi cer, 
Polanco is charged with 

attempted murder, rob-
bery, criminal possession 
of a weapon, and assault, 
according to the NYPD. 

Kemp is charged with 

robbery, grand larceny, 
criminal possession of 
a weapon, and criminal 
possession of stolen prop-
erty. 

police, he was taken from 
the house in his under-
wear, and as of press 
time, remains at Jacobi 
Medical Center undergo-
ing psychiatric evalua-
tion. 

“Perez has yet to be ar-
raigned,” stated a spokes-
woman for Bronx District 
Attorney Robert Johnson 
on Monday, January 5. 
“He is still hospitalized.”

A spokesman for Ja-
cobi Medical Center, John 
Doyle, said that the three 
victims who survived the 
alleged melee were re-
leased within 24 hours of 
the incidents. 

According to a police 
spokesman, offi cers re-
sponded to a 911 call at 
around 7:30 a.m., and 
found Perez outside of the 
house behaving errati-
cally. 

Perez then retreated 
back into the house upon 
seeing the offi cers, and 
began to throw house-
hold items at the cops, a 
spokesman stated. The 
Emergency Service Unit 
arrived, subdued him, 
and then placed him into 
custody shortly thereaf-
ter. 

A neighbor, Joanne 
Santos, was shocked to 
hear about the apparent 
homicide, saying that the 
whole neighborhood was 
in mourning over Durso’s 
death. 

“She was well-loved, 
and we feel bad, even for 
the grandson,” said San-
tos. 

“From what I hear, 
(Perez) was a very nice 
gentleman who totally 
loved her,” she added.  

This was not the fi rst 
time that tragedy struck 

the Durso family. 
In 2010, the grand-

mother’s husband Vin-
cent mysteriously disap-
peared while collecting 
rent at a building he 
owned in Morrisannia. 
Although his car was 
found in Crotona Park,  
Durso’s body was never 
recovered. 

At the time, Alice 
Durso was distraught 
about her husband’s dis-
appearance.

“I don’t know what to 
think anymore,” she said  
in a Bronx Times article 
from 2010. “Something 
has got to show up. When 
that will happen, I don’t 
know.” 

More than fi ve years 
after her husband’s dis-
appearance, Alice Durso 
never got that closure.

Perez’ case is adjoined 
to February 5.

(Right) Erik Perez is escorted by the Emergency Service Unit to an ambulance that took him to Jacobi 
Hospital for evaluation and treatment, where he is being held in police custody. 
 Photo courtesy of Alex Caymon

Deranged man kills grandma
From Page 1

Alleged cop shooter caught

A .44 caliber Ruger gun was recovered at the scene where two police offi cers were shot on Monday, 
January 5. Photo courtesy of NYPD

This picture of the suspect in 
the shooting of two police of-
fi cers was taken from an NYPD 
wanted poster issued before he 
was arrested.

From Page 1



BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A local church was the 

recipient of a generous 
Christmas gift this year.

Two officers from the 
45th Precinct helped se-
cure a sign for the First 
Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck after pa-
rishioners woke up on 
December 19 to find that 
the church’s temporary 
sign had been tagged 
with graffiti overnight. 

“I was just so upset by 
it,” said parish admin-
istrator Deborah Burke 
about finding the graffiti 
during the holiday sea-
son.

Burke reported the in-
cident to 311, after which 
two officers from the 45th 
Precinct arrived to take 
the report.

But about half an hour 
after they left, they came 
back to the church to ask 

where the canvas sign 
and design had come 
from. 

During their second 
visit, they met with chil-
dren from the pre-K pro-
gram and handed out toy 
badges.

“You had to see the 
look on children’s faces, 
they were so excited,” 
said Burke.

After the visit, the offi-
cers told the church that 
it would have a new sign 
by the end of the week 
from Master Graphics, 
but wouldn’t tell Burke 
how much it had cost.

“They said, ‘Don’t 
worry about it, it’s taken 
care of,” said Burke.

While the officers 
would not give any more 
details about how they 
secured the sign, Burke 
said she suspects they 
paid for the banner them-

selves.
The church has a 

great relationship with 
the precinct, said Pas-
tor Ulf Lenow. Officers 
had assisted the parish 
when they had a chronic 
graffiti problem several 
years ago.

“The 45th Precinct has 
always been very helpful 
to us,” said Lenow.

The idea that some-
one would deface church 
property, which should 
be a safe haven, makes 
him sad.

“The church and it’s 
surroundings should 
look beautiful,” he said.

The  church is work-
ing on designing a new, 
permanent sign, he said, 
and they are focusing on 
materials that are easy 
to clean.

In the meantime, they 
appreciate having a un-

blemished sign to wel-
come the community 
with.

“We are very thank-
ful,” said Lenow.

The Christmas ser-

vices were wonderful 
this year, said Lenow, 
with a candlelight Mass 
and special music.

Burke and Lenow 
both said they were very 

grateful for the officers’ 
gift on that occasion.

“The officers thought 
the church shouldn’t 
have graffiti on our big 
day,” said Burke.
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Pastor Ulf Lunow of the First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck with the new sign. Offi cers from the 
45th Precinct helped secure a free sign for the church after it was defaced with graffi ti before Christ-
mas. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

Police offi cers replace 
church’s graffi tied sign

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

SECURITY DRUGS
PHARMACY/SURGICAL SUPPLIES  • DRUGS • COSMETICS • FRAGRANCES •VITAMINS • HEALTH & BEAUTY

Surgical Supplies
Wheel Chairs

Bath Rails

Hospital Beds 

Diabetic Supplies

5 cent copies

Doctors can call, fax,
E-Rx (3329554) or email us

www. securitydrugs.com

“In my twenty years 

happy to work for 
Security Drugs where 
they take care of their 

customers.”
Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 

Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

Supplies
3250 3rd Avenue
Bronx, NY 10456

Accurate! Fast Friendly Service!
We Now Accept WIC

Flu & Shingles 
Vaccinations

Available Here
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Playoff season is here, 

and one local football buff 
is sharing his wealth of lo-
cal pigskin lore with Bronx-
ites.

Victor Mastro gives a 
talk about links between 
the borough and profes-
sional football each year as 
playoffs pick up steam and 
the SuperBowl approaches.

He’s been speaking 
about, ‘The Bronx, The Su-
perbowl,’ for about 20 years, 
and the event will take place 
at the Huntington Free Li-
brary on Saturday, January 
10 at 11 a.m.

Mastro’s fascination with 
professional football and its 
connections to the Bronx 
began as a child, when his 
Uncle Freddie took him to a 
championship game played 
in the Bronx at Yankee Sta-
dium on December 28, 1958 

between the New York Gi-
ants and the Baltimore 
Colts. That game was later 
dubbed ‘The Greatest Game 
Ever Played.’

Then in 1979, a curious 
friend asked Mastro if there 
were any good Italian foot-
ball players, and he started 
looking into it. 

He wrote up what he 
found and sent it to the 
NFL, receiving a positive 
response. 

He continued to look 
into players from different 
ethnic groups for articles, 
and during the research, 
he noticed many different 
Bronx connections to pro-
fessional football, like that 
1958 game. 

“Before you know it, I 
had a whole bunch of infor-
mation,” he said.

In 1983, he published his 
knowledge as ‘The Bronx, 

the Birthplace of the NFL 
Lore and Legend’ in the 
Bronx County Historical 
Society Journal. He contin-
ued to research and write 
articles over the years, pub-
lished by the Professional 
Football Researchers As-
sociation and local news 
outlets, that explore famous 
players, games and trophies 
with Bronx connections. 

“All  football roads lead 
to and through the Bronx,” 
he claims.

In addition to compiling 
lists of great Bronx games 
and players, Mastro has 
found Bronx connections to 
football trophies.

The trophy given to the 
Super Bowl winner is the 
Vince Lombardi. Lombardi 
graduated from Fordham in 
1937 and lived on campus. 

Years later, Lombardi 
was assistant coach for 

the NY Giants while they 
played at Yankee Stadium, 
including the ‘Greatest 
Game Ever Played’.

The ‘game football’ is of-
ten given as a trophy to an 
important player after the 
game, and the offi cial NFL 
football is called ‘The Duke’, 
the nickname of late New 
York Giants owner, Wel-
lington Mara. Mara also at-
tended Fordham and was a 
classmate of Lombardi’s. 

The Heisman Trophy, 
given to the top college 
player each year, was orig-
inally modeled in 1935 af-
ter a running back named 
Ed Smith, who played for 
NYU while it was based in 
the Bronx. The trophy was 
updated with details from a 
second model, Warren Mul-
rey, who played for Ford-
ham.

Mastro was also able to 

fi nd a connection between 
each 2015 playoff team and 
the Bronx. For example, 
the Baltimore Ravens are 
named after the Raven, a 
famous poem by Edgar Al-
lan Poe. Poe lived in the 
Bronx off the Concourse for 
a time.

Another example is The 
Dallas Cowboys, whose fi rst 
coach was Tom Landry, of 
the NFL Hall of Fame. Lan-
dry was the defensive coach 
of the NY Giants from 1956-
1959, when Yankee Stadium 
was its home. 

Famous SuperBowl com-
mercials even have Bronx 
connections, said Mastro. 

What’s considered the 
greatest SuperBowl com-
mercial ever, the 1984 Ap-
ple commercial, was con-
ceived under the direction 
of Bronxite Jay Chiat at his 
ad agency, Chiat/Day.

East Bronx Forum talk links 
borough to SuperBowls of past

Professor Victor Mastro, who 
is an expert on Bronx connec-
tions to professional football, 
wears his ‘Greatest Game Ever 
Played’ t-shirt. Mastro can be 
seen in the crowd of that iconic 
photo, behind one of the play-
ers.  
  Photo courtesy of Victor Mastro

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Pets are people too! 

Well, not quite - but just 
like people - they all de-
serve to be loved and cared 
for.

New Beginning Animal 
Rescue of NYC’s Top Dog, 
Inc., a nonprofi t organi-
zation committed to help-
ing homeless animals and 
serving the rescue com-
munity, will host an ani-
mal adoption event at the 
organization’s location, 
2515 Newbold Avenue, on 
Saturday, January 17, from 
1 to 5 p.m.

At the event, which will 
be the organization’s fi rst 
in house, future and po-
tential pet owners will be 
given the opportunity to 
adopt cats and dogs from 
the shelter, as well as give 
these pets the family and 
home that they’ve been 
longing for. The animal 
adoption event will also in-
clude a bake sale to benefi t 
the shelter.

Since it’s beginning 

in 2010, NYC’s Top Dog, 
Inc. and New Beginning 
Animal Rescue have seen 
many individuals donate 
their time and effort to 
these pets and their over-
all well-being; by walking 
dogs, cleaning cages and 
socializing the pets. 

Volunteers have also 
helped rehabilitate many 
cats and dogs that were pre-
viously in an unhealthy, 
unsafe and unloving envi-
ronment, which includes 
rescueing two dogs who 
were thrown out a car in 
City Island and a cat that 
was trapped in a drain.

“Many of the cats and 
dogs that have come to this 
shelter were initially so 
scared and shy of every-
thing,” said Marlena Giga, 
who has been volunteering 
at the shelter for over two 
years and helps out when-
ever she is off from work.

“It’s amazing to see 
these pets transform from 
scared and shy into loving, 
affectionate animals that 

will eventually fi nd and a 
family and home of their 
own.”

According to Marlena, 
some of the dogs and cats 
have been in the shelter 
for over two years and are 
still waiting for someone 
special to give them a new, 
permanent home. 

This event should 
help many previously un-
wanted pets receive that 
much desired home, as 
well as raise awareness 
about the hospitality that 
animal shelters offer to 
unowned pets.

“The main and pri-
mary motivation of this or-

ganization is fi nding these 
pets a home and a family 
that loves them,” said Pe-
dro Rosario, president and 
founder of NYC’s Top Dog, 
Inc. and New Beginning 
Animal Rescue. 

“Pets living inside 
cages should only be a tem-
porary situation. We strive 
on the fact that we are a 
safe haven for animals 
and pets in the Bronx, but 
nothing is more important 
than fi nding these pets a 
home.”

Rosario, previously the 
manager of Animal King 
Control in Manhattan for 
16 years, quit his job to 
pursue the nonprofi t orga-
nization, which he started 
in 2010. 

According to a fel-
low volunteer, Pedro is a 
warm-hearted individual 
who treats the animals as 
if they were his own pets.

“More people need to 
know about this man’s 
generousity and his orga-
nization that has helped 

so many animals,” said 
Christina L. Abbatiello, a 
part time volunteer at the 
shelter. “Pedro is a great 
resource for animals in 
the Bronx, and his animals 
will make great pets.” 

According to both Ab-
batullo and Giga, Pedro’s 
service to the community 
does not just include pets, 
but also people - individu-
als who may be pet owners 
in the near future.

“Pedro is a kind soul 
that takes in these un-
wanted animals and also 
mentors the youth in the 
community - teaching 
them about how to care, 
train, and be responsibile 
pet owners,” said Giga.

“He even welcomes 
all ages doing commu-
nity service, whether it’s 
for school, work, etc. Pe-
dro puts his all into help-
ing animals and humans 
alike, and I have never met 
anyone more compassion-
ate about helping both ani-
mals and people.”

Top Dog, Inc. to host animal shelter event

Animal lover Pedro Rosario, founder of New Beginning Animal Res-
cue of NYC’s Top Dog, Inc., looks forward to fi nding homes for his 
cats and dogs. Photo courtesy of NYC’s Top Dog, Inc.
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ASSEMBLYMAN BENEDETTO MEET AND GREET 

Albert and Millie Stone in front of the newest ‘Christmas House’ in the east Bronx.
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Throggs Neck community had its very own ‘Christmas House’ on Swinton 
Avenue this year. Homeowners Albert and Millie Stone decorated their home with 
lights galore to spread holiday cheer throughout their community.  The festive 
holiday extravaganza could be seen at at 462 Swinton Avenue, near Dewey Av-
enue, during the Christmas season. 

THROGGS NECK
CHRISTMAS HOUSE 

Councilman James Vacca visited the 45th precinct to meet with their new offi cers on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 30 and welcome them to the neighborhood.

VACCA WELCOMES NEW OFFICERS

Councilman James Vacca met with the six new offi cers and Captain McGowen. 
 Photo courtesy of James Vacca’s offi ce

Enjoying the meet and greet are (back row, l-r) Ira Hershaft, Audrey Iszard, Francis Arico, Gloria Bowles, Ann Disero, (front 
row, l-r) Evelyn Turner, Assemblyman Benedetto, and Harold Melnichuk. By Laura Stone

Senator Rev. Rubén Díaz, along with 
Assemblymen Marcos Crespo, Luis 
Sepulveda and The New York Hispanic 
Clergy Organization celebrated the 
visit of the Three Kings to the Bronx 
on Saturday, January 3. They hosted a 
party with musica and entertainment 
for community kids at P.S. 5, who re-
ceived a toy and a book bag with school 
supplies. 

BX POLS & P.S.5 CELEBRATE THREE KINGS DAY

One of the Kings give a gift to Dylan Ellington. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Geremia Gilian (center) with with Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and Jo-
seph Alejandro. hoto by Aracelis Batista

Residents of the Good Counsel Home received Christmas gifts,  Photo courtesy of the OLA Parenting Center

Last week, members of the OLA Parenting Center generously donated Christmas gifts to the 14 women 
and 15 children residing at the Good Counsel Home, located on 1157 Fulton Avenue. The OLA Parenting 
Center also donated diapers, baby wipes and baby formula, continuing a holiday tradition that the 
center has carried on for over 20 years.

OLA DONATES TO GOOD COUNSEL HOME

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto held his annual New Year’s Meet and Greet with constituents at the Alley Cat Cafe Tradi-
tional BBQ Smokehouse at 3604 E. Tremont Avenue.  The event, on Sunday, January 4, included refreshments. The constitu-
ents got to discuss issues of concern with the assemblyman. 



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Another parking garage 

is being built within the 
largest offi ce complex in 
New York City.

The west parking garage, 
currently being constructed 
on Bassett Avenue, just off 
Eastchester Road and just 
north of Calvary Hospital, 
will be the second parking 
garage within the fast-de-
veloping Hutchinson Metro 
Center upon its completion, 
which is expected in Febru-
ary or March of this year.

Already included with 
an abundance of parking 
spaces, the Hutchinson 
Metro Center Atrium will 
only continue to increase 
parking availability when 
this parking garage is built. 

The garage will also  
make it more convenient for 
individuals who wish to be 
closer to their desired loca-
tion in the western portion 
of the complex, as opposed to 

parking in the north garage 
- located on the other side of 
Hutchinson Metro Center, 
away from the Atrium.

Already occupied with big 
name tenants such as LA Fit-
ness and Applebees, among 
others, the 360,000-square 
foot Atrium contains  just 
a portion of the Hutchinson 
Metro Center.

The total complex now 
boasts a 1.4 million-square 
foot, 42-acre complex, that 
includes Montefi ore Medical 
Center and Mercy College, 
and has created over 8,000 
jobs and sees 35,000 visitors 
daily.

“Once the construction of 
this garage is completed, it 
will meet tenants’ and visi-
tors’ needs, as well as satisfy 
parking requirements,” said 
Joe Kelleher, president of 
Simone Development. “It’s 
always important to have 
an abundance of parking 
within a major offi ce com-

plex, and that is our mission 
regarding this garage as it 
was for the fi rst garage that 
was built.”

Having this second park-
ing garage, which has been 
under construction for the 
previous 18 months, will 
eliminate any shortage of 
parking within the complex 
and will welcome future, 
potential customers and em-
ployees to the site. 

This is especially true 
of Marriot Residence Inn, a 
125-room residence inn that 
is expected to open in the 
fi rst quarter of 2015. 

The north garage, which 
was also completed by Si-
mone Development six 
months ago, already offers 
parking for all on site, and 
even includes exclusive 
parking for LA Fitness. 

However, the location 
of the north garage is not 
as convenient to the stores 
within the atrium as the 

partially completed west ga-
rage.

Now that a second garage 
is being developed on the 
other side of the complex, 
parking in the Hutchinson 
Metro Center will be more 
convenient than it’s ever 
been, along with the center’s 
convenience to the rest of 
the Bronx and neighboring 
boroughs.

“The proximity of this 
area to the Hutchinson 
River Parkway, Yankee 
Stadium, LaGuardia Air-
port and other landmarks 
throughout the city makes 
this complex a key attrac-
tion to many, and this park-
ing garage will help attract 
even more people,” said 
Kelleher. 

“Once the Metro North 

constructs a Morris Park 
station, which will be 
within walking distance of 
the center, commuters will 
be a 21-minute train ride 
from Penn Station. 

“It is safe to say that this 
complex, along with this 
borough, is a growing eco-
nomic development and a 
booming area on the rise,” 
he concluded.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Primavera Italian Lan-

guage and Culture Program is 
pushing forward against the 
odds, trying to stay in operation 
for another year - getting help 
from wherever they can fi nd it. 
Liras, euros and dollars will all 
be graciously accepted. 

The free, comprehensive Sat-
urday-morning program has 
served the community for 35 
years, teaching both the Italian 
language and Italian culture to 
students from public and private 
schools. 

The program coordinator 
Loretta Zaino said that the pro-
gram, a community tradition, is 
currently subsisting on  funding 
secured by local elected offi cials, 
most notably Congressman Jo-
seph Crowley, and Senator Jeff 
Klein, who just obtained a $5,000 
grant for the program. 

The 12-week learning experi-
ence runs from the fall to spring 
at St. Benedict’s School. The 
money Klein secured through 
Project Boost, an enrichment pro-
gram for elementary and middle 
school students, will go a long 
way towards paying the costs of 
the program, said Zaino.  

“Right now, we are working on 
a shoestring,” she said of the pro-
gram.

 “No one on the staff has got-
ten paid, and we have been work-
ing for six weeks. This $5,000 will 
help see us through the end of the 
program.”  

She added: “I have to say Sena-

tor Klein always comes through 
for the program. It may be at the 
eleventh hour, but he always man-
ages to come through and give the 
program money.” 

“The Primavera Italian 
Lanauge and Culture Program 
is terrifi c, I go to the graduation 
in every year,” said Klein, adding 

that he turned to Project Boost 
after a funding source from last 
year, the Generoso Pope Foun-
dation, could not provide a grant 
this year. 

“It is always diffi cult, but I 
think it is well worth it,” added 
Klein. “I think it is important 
that people understand not just 

another language, but also an-
other culture. I think that is what 
this program provides. It is not 
exclusively Italian-American, but 
any young person who is inter-
ested in learning Italian and the 
culture that goes with it.” 

In the past, said Ziano, Coun-
cilman James Vacca was able to 
secure funding through Bronx 
Council on the Arts. And each 
year, Congressman Crowley pro-
vides the funding to pay for the 
start up costs, including books 
and supplies. 

Priamvera holds a holiday 
party and also a large gradua-
tion ceremony each year, Zaino 
added. 

But, more importantly, the 
educator says it fi lls a void in the 
Throggs Neck, Country Club and 
Pelham Bay communities, where 
most elementary and middle 
schools do not offer a language 
other than English. 

This simple fact puts local stu-
dents at a disadvantage when they 
reach high school and they must 
learn a language, said Zaino. The 
program gives students opportu-
nities they might not otherwise 
have, and this can help them 
when they get to high school. 
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Scarce funds leave language program in jeopardy 

The Primavera Program teaches children the Italian language and culture, with funding provided through elected offi cials.
 File Photo

New Hutch-Metro garage 
offers more parking options

The west parking garage, located on Bassett Avenue, will be the second parking garage within Hutchin-
son Metro Center. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx Times asked 

some of our local representa-
tives to name one issue that 
will be a priority for them 
in 2015, and tell us how they 
plan to address it in the com-
ing year. 

Here’s what they said:
Senator Jeff Klein

“One key priority of mine 
is to create good paying 
jobs,” said Klein. 

He will do that by con-
tinuing his Bronx HIRE pro-
gram, which matches Bronx-
ites, including veterans and 
victims of domestic violence, 
with employers. 

He also plans to intro-
duce a ‘New Deal for New 
York’ program to the legis-
lature, which would create 
jobs through infrastructure 
improvements.

Senator Gustavo Ri-

vera

“There are many issues 
that will be a priority for our 
community in 2015, but pre-
serving and expanding rent-
regulation laws will be criti-
cal for me and the residents 

I represent. The 33rd Senate 
District is home to more than 
68,000 rent-regulated units, 
making it one of the areas 
with the highest concentra-
tion of rent-regulated apart-
ments in New York City.

If we do not renew and ex-
pand these laws, the Bronx-
ites that rent these apart-
ments will be in danger of 
being priced out of their 
homes, further exasperating 
our housing crisis. I have 
been working with fellow 
elected offi cials and advo-
cacy organizations to fi ght 
against policies in the legis-
lature, like vacancy decon-
trol, that put our affordable 
housing stock at risk.”

Assemblyman Mike 

Benedetto

“My number one prior-
ity in the 2015 year will be 
to help make the lives of 
our military veterans bet-
ter here in New York State. 
Those that have served and 
put their lives on the line for 
our country must be treated 
well upon their return to ci-
vilian life. 

The main bill that I am 
working on would create 
‘Veteran Villages’ (which 
would be established in un-
used and refurbished state 
buildings and use economic 
development funds to sup-
port their development and 
operation) to help recently 
discharged military per-
sonnel to rejoin society and 
deal with many of the prob-
lems that they face, such as, 
job training and interview 
skills, mental health issues 
and homelessness.”

Assemblyman Mark 

Gjonaj

“My main issue is eco-
nomic growth and job rec-
reation. It is the single most 
important necessity for a 
family to survive. 

I plan to address this is-
sue by helping to create a 
better environment for eco-
nomic growth by working 
with small businesses to 
create an environment that 
would allow them to fl our-
ish and bring growth that 
will lead to hiring  local resi-
dents.”

Assemblyman Luis 

Sepúlveda

“Looking forward to the 
2015 legislative session I 
hope to make progress in re-
forming our criminal justice 
system as well as increas-
ing funding for education in 
New York. 

I will continue to work 
on passing a number of bills 
with my colleagues in Al-
bany to strengthen relation-
ships between communities 
and members of the police 
department. I will also work 
on ensuring a suffi cient 
amount is allocated to edu-
cation during budget nego-
tiations.”

Councilman James 

Vacca

“In 2015, I want to focus 
on getting middle class  New 
Yorkers more tax relief.  
Given that the city is experi-
encing a budget surplus and 
real estate assessments are 
expected to rise, there is an 
opportunity to help the bot-
tom-line of families across 
the fi ve boroughs, especially 
in the Bronx. 

We can seize the oppor-
tunity to help homeowners 
and renters by fi rst develop-
ing legislation to bring back 
the $400 property tax rebate 
that had been in place in pre-
vious years. 

Secondly, I will advocate 
for an increase in the quali-
fying income for the Senior 
Citizen Homeowner’s Ex-
emption and the Disability 
Rent Increase Exemption 
programs, so that these im-
portant abatements can 
be made available to more 
households.”

Councilman Ritchie 

Torres

“Creating and preserv-
ing affordable housing will 
be a top priority in 2015. Af-
fordable, livable housing is 
a crucial component to cre-
ating a safe, healthy, and vi-
brant city. 

“But we’re facing a hous-
ing crisis: public housing, 
the most effective homeless-
ness prevention program 
we have, is in disrepair due 
to years of disinvestment at 
every level of government; 
the city’s affordable housing 
stock is dwindling; and resi-
dents across the city struggle 
to hold negligent landlords 

accountable. 
“This year, I will fi ght 

hard for reinvestment in 
public housing, I will advo-
cate for stronger housing 
code enforcement policies, 
and I will support the rights 
of tenants to organize for 
better, more livable housing 
conditions.”

Councilman Andy 

King

“Community engage-
ment is one of my top priori-
ties in 2015. It’s important for 
families and organizations 
to become actively involved 
in decisions that affect our 
communities. 

“Taking the community 
empowerment approach, 
based on a 12-point plan 
which I will discuss on Janu-
ary 25 at my State of the Dis-
trict Address, community 
development values will be 
put into action by involving 
residents in my district in 
the issues that affect their 
lives based on education, 
housing, employment, citi-
zenship, affection, respect 
and brotherly and sisterly 
love. Let’s unite our commu-
nity. And remember, ‘People 
pay attention to people who 
participate.’”

Elected offi cials make resolutions for 2015

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community leaders 

have a long wish-list for 
what they would like to 
see in their neighbor-
hoods and community 
boards for the new year. 

From Co-op City to 
Ferry Point, and Morris 
Park to City Island, there 
are a plethora of issues 
ranging from building in-
frastructure to communi-
cating with government 
agencies that local lead-
ers want to deal with. 

Martin Prince: Com-

munity Board 10 chair-

man and Co-op City 

resident 

Prince said that he 
hopes in the coming year 
that CB 10 and city agen-
cies, in particular the 
Department of Homeless 
Services and Department 
of City Planning, could 
have better communica-
tion and collaboration 
with the board. 

“I would like to look 
for the future growth of 
my board and the Bronx 
itself,” he said “And you 

cannot do that without 
coordination.”

In Co-op City, he will 
look to assess the impact 
of the opening of the Mall 
at Bay Plaza in terms of 
traffi c, but he added that 
so far, the impact in Sec-
tion 5 has not appeared to 
have been as signifi cant 
as once thought. 

Tony Vitaliano: Com-

munity Board 11 chair-

man, from Pelham Gar-

dens

Vitaliano said much 
the same thing that Mar-
tin Prince said when 
asked about his wishes 
for the community and 
CB 11 for 2015. He hoped 
that he could help ensure 
that either the proper city 
commissioners or elected 
offi ces address commu-
nity concerns as they 
arise. 

“Various issues come 
up throughout the year, 
and hopefully after we 
document our case, we 
are able to make a posi-
tive impact at the commu-
nity board level,” he said. 

Tony Signorile: pres-

ident of the Morris 

Park Community Asso-

ciation

Let’s help and support 
our police, said Signo-
rile.

“I would like to see 
peace, tranquility, and 
people trying to get along 
with everyone,” he said. 
“Support the police de-
partment. They are our 
heart and soul. Just like 
soldiers, they are on our 
front lines trying to pro-
tect us. And they do need 
support from the entire 
community.”

Lisa Sorin: 

Westchester Square 

Business Improvement 

District director 

“For Wetschester 
Square, I would love to 
see a boost in the quality 
or mix of retail stores,” 
she said, adding that this 
is especially true in the 
areas of women’s and 
children’s clothing. 

“I fi nd that Morris 
Park needs to market it-
self better,” she said, add-

ing she feels it needs to 
get back a smaller, sub-
urban feeling, and wants 
to bring back the ‘Morris 
Park’ name. She added 
that the Morris Park com-
munity has many good 
restaurants. 

John Doyle: board 

member of both the 

City Island Civic As-

sociation and the 45th 

Precinct Community 

Council

Doyle said his commu-
nity wish for 2015 is “that 
the 45th Precinct Coun-
cil achieves 501(c)(3) non 
profi t status so we can 
direct funds to crime pre-
vention efforts in all the 
communities the council 

serves.”
Dotti Poggi: Ferry 

Point and environmen-

tal activist 

Poggi would like to see 
better a roadway, asphalt 
over a concrete base, in 
front of residential homes 
on Brush Avenue in Ferry 
Point, along with better 
street drainage. 

Community leaders offer their 2015 wish list

One community leader, when asked about what she would like to see happen in her neighborhood in 
2015, said she would like to see this stretch of Brush Avenue in Ferry Point with better paving. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio





BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A simple, but serious sce-

nario, is playing out more 
and more often at local do-
it-yourself box stores in the 
Bronx.

According to sources, 
Bronxites shopping at stores 
such as Home Depot and 
Walmart have been victim-
ized by people claiming to be 
experienced contractors.

These ‘con contractors’ 
usually begin their scheme 
in a store’s parking lot, in 
a very friendly, harmless 
fashion - by offering to help 
customers carry their mate-
rials and supplies and help 
them load them into the ve-
hicles. 

Sometimes the customer 
is actually approached in 
the store. Once the custom-
ers are approached, the false 
contractors begin to the nos-
ily check out the purchased 
supplies, claiming that they 
know exactly how to install 
or set up any project that 
the customers happens to be 
working on.

News fl ash - they say this 
to every customer they en-
counter.

After the so-called con-
tractors convince customers 
to trust them with the job, 
they eventually perform a 
poor job. 

So in an attempt to save 
money, the consumer is re-
ally paying double for the 

work because he now has 
to hire another contractor 
to redo the shoddy work the 
fi rst guy did.

Although this scam 
mostly occurs in big-box 
stores, it effects mom-and-
pop stores as well.

“It’s important to treat 
customers and especially 
homeowners correctly, and 
these ‘contractors’ are doing 
just the opposite,” said Bob 
Bieder, owner of Westchester 
Square Plumbing Supply, 
which has been in business 

for over 90 years.
“As somebody who has a 

strong background in home 
improvement, it hurts to 
hear that it has been going 
on and I hate to see it taking 
place.”

On the contrary, some of 

the conned customers, al-
though victims, may only 
have themselves to blame. 

Reportedly, there have 
been instances of custom-
ers looking to save money by 
hiring one of these so-called 
contractors instead of a well-
experienced but more expen-
sive mechanic.

“When it comes to home 
improvement, some custom-
ers look to save $500 here, 
$1,000 there by hiring a false 
contractor - and they get 
what they pay for,” said Dave 
Flannery, owner of Flan-
nery Home Center who has 
over 30 years of experience 
in home improvement. 

“My advice concerning 
this situation is for custom-
ers to hire a real contractor - 
especially with a job costing 
$5,000 or more. Depend on 
the old and reliable!”

Bieder had the same ad-
vice for customers.

“Plan ahead and hire 
a reasonable contractor - 
places such as Castle Hill 
Electrical Supply, New El-
jam Products, Inc. and Pel-
ham Bay Home Center are 
very reliable,” Bieder said. 
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Shoppers in big-box stores such as Home Depot have reportedly been conned by less-than-legit contractors. Community News Group / 
Steven Goodstein

‘Contractors’ scheme consumers at DIY box stores

“The NYPD has very 
heavy hearts, we lost 
two of our brothers,” 
said 49th Precinct 
commander Captain 
Timothy McCormack.

Ramos and Liu were 
good officers who 
worked hard to make 
this city a better place, 
said McCormack.

“I thank them for 
what they did,” he 
said. “I thank them for 
their service.”

Local clergy led the 
crowd in prayers and 
a moment of silence in 
the candlelight.

“Tonight we come 
together as a commu-
nity to honor our fallen 
heros,” said Pastor 
Jay Gooding. “Tonight 
we’re praying for the 
families, for those who 
have lost their loved 
ones.”

The vigil was also 

well attended by local 
representatives: Sena-
tor Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj, 
Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., Coun-
cilman Andy King, As-
semblyman Michael 
Benedetto, and Coun-
cilman James Vacca

“Though they 
haven’t spoken, their 
presence means so 
much to us here in the 
NYPD,” said McCor-
mack. “I thank you for 
coming out, I thank 
you for praying with 
us.”

The strong commu-
nity presence showed 
an ever important sup-
port for the police, said 
community council 
president Joe Thomp-
son.

“This kind of out-
pouring of love and 
affection makes me so 
proud,” said Thomp-

son.
“It was heartwarm-

ing to see so many peo-
ple come out on such 
a frigid night,” said 
Community Affairs 
officer Detective Vic-

tor DiPierro. “People 
of all ages braved the 
cold to stand with us.”

The officers are 
grieving, said DiPi-
erro, but they’re grate-
ful for the kind words 

and actions of commu-
nity members, as well 
as from the fire de-
partment.

“We hope for a more 
peaceful 2015 and be-
yond,” he said.

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Alex Nilaj of the Morris Park Patrol 
observe a moment of silence. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Vigil at 49th Pct. 
honors slain offi cers
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EARN YOUR DEGREE IN: ACCOUNTING, FINANCE, MARKETING, 
SPORTS MANAGEMENT or ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP

DOBBS FERRY  |  MANHATTAN  |  BRONX  |  YORKTOWN HEIGHTS  |  ONLINE

� AFFORDABLE - ONE OF THE LOWEST 
    PRIVATE TUITIONS IN THE COUNTRY

� OVER 90 DEGREE AND
    CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS 

��A QUALITY, PRIVATE EDUCATION 

��PERSONAL ATTENTION

� FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING -
    DAYS, NIGHTS, WEEKENDS, 
    ONLINE

��ACTIVE-LEARNING MODEL

��EXECUTIVE FACULTY WITH 
    REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE

��NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
    WITH LEADERS OF TOP 
    COMPANIES

Angel Cespedes
B.S. - Accounting,  ’16
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