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TOP BRONX NEWS STORIES

45th Pct. Candlelight Vigil

Variance sought on Longstreet Avenue waterview site

LP TO FIGHT
NEW HOMES

Kaitlyn McIntosh, 5, pays her respects at the 45th Precicnt Com-
munity Council’s candlelight vigil in honor of Rafael Ramos and 
Wenjian Liu, the two police offi cers assassinated in Brooklyn on 
December 20. McIntosh is the granddaughter of Councilman Andy 
King, who attended the solemn gathering along with Councilman 
James Vacca and Assemblyman Michael Benedetto. See story on 
page 9. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Locust Point com-

munity is preparing to op-
pose a zoning variance for a 
planned new development. 

The developer with a wa-
terview site on Longstreet 
Avenue is seeking a variance 
to allow the construction of 5 
two-family homes on fi ve lots 
that under normal circum-
stances would  only allow 2 
two-family homes under the 
area’s current R3-1 zoning, 
residents said. 

After hearing about the 
plans, the Locust Point Com-
munity Association has 
mobilized to fi ght the pro-
posed variance at Commu-
nity Board 10, sources from 
within the association said. 

The planned development 

sits next to an undeveloped 
portion of Longstreet Avenue 
between Glennon and Hat-
ting places. 

The developer is main-
taining that because the 
lots are odd shaped, and the 
build-out of the street and 
the utilities in front, he will 
face fi nancial hardships 
that will make it more diffi -
cult to make a profi t if he is 
restricted to only what is al-
lowable. 

LPCA president Al Belf-
iore said that after hear-
ing about the plans from the 
owner and developer John 
Comer, the organization sim-
ply cannot support the vari-
ance for many reasons. 

These include an already 
overburdened sewer line ser-

vicing the community and 
the relatively high proposed 
pricing for the houses, from 
$900,000 to $1.1 million, that 
many in his group believe 
will make it diffi cult for the 
houses to sell. 

“We cannot just indis-
criminately support over-de-
velopment of property in our 
area,” said Belfi ore, adding 
of the hardship, “the owner 
says it is a big drain on his 
family, and I am sure it is.”

 But, he added, the com-
munity should not have to 
make sacrifi ces because of 
the hardship. 

Many of his views were 
echoed by fellow LPCA board 
member Chrys Napolitano, 
who said she believes that 

Fordham BID launches app
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

The Fordham Road Busi-
ness Improvement District 
introduced a new way to com-
municate with its market, 
and it’s the fi rst NYC BID to 
do so.

On Wednesday, December 
17, the Fordham Road BID an-
nounced the launch of Ford-
ham Road, a brand new app 
that will enable and improve 
communication between the 
BID and its audience, which 
includes property owners, 
residents, retailers and visi-
tors.

The use of this app, which 

was developed in less than a 
month in anticipation of the 
holiday season, is expected 
to help retailers, especially 
during the shopping-fi lled 
holiday season. With the 
Fordham Road BID app, cou-
pons and promotions will be 
provided for residents and 
visitors from local retailers.

The app will also allow 
residents to share infor-
mation socially, download 
multi-media material, sched-
ule or view scheduled events 
and even receive broadcast 
alerts on their personal mo-
bile devices. 

“The launching of this app 
will help promote all shop-
ping locations on Fordham 
Road, from national chains 
to ‘mom and pop’ stores,” 
said Wilma Alonso, executive 
director of the Fordham BID. 
“One hundred and eighty 
thousand people visit Ford-
ham Road every day, and this 
app will introduce the fl avor 
of the district to them, as well 
as attract new tourists.”

According to its creators, 
the app will play a big part 
in the community, and will 
even help to increase foot

Continued on page 39

Continued on page 39
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ALLEY CAT CAFE
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

BRISKET..............................
ST. LOUIS RIBS...................
PULLED PORK....................
PULLED CHICKEN...............
SALMON.............................
3LB CHICKENS...................
JUMBO WINGS...................
SIDES..................................

CATERING NOW AVAILABLE
ADD OUR FAVORITE DISHES TO YOUR HOLIDAY MEAL SELECTION

1/2 TRAYS & FULL TRAYS AVAILABLE!
$60/$120
$65/$130
$50/$100
$45/$90
$75/$150
5 FOR $40/10 FOR $80
40 COUNT $40 / 80 COUNT $80
$30/$60

CORN ON THE COB, MASH N’ GRAVY, MIXED GREEN SALAD, COLLARD GREENS, DIRTY RICE, BAKED POTATO, 
CINNAMON APPLE SAUCE, MAC N’ CHEESE*  *(ADD $20/$40 FOR MAC N’ CHEESE)

ALSO 1-FOOT, 3-FOOT & 5-FOOT SANDWICHES & PLATTERS

ALLEY CAT CAFE
CATERING MENU

CRAFT BEERS - HAPPY HOUR 3PM TO 7PM MON- SAT
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED

15 FAMILY PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM
SEE OUR COMPLETE MENU @ ALLEYCATCAFEBRONXBBQ.COM

SUNDAY BRUNCH 11AM TO 4 PM
COMPLIMENTARY MIMOSA, BLOODY MARY,BLOODY MARIA OR LAZY LEMONADE

FABULOUS FRIDAY NIGHT KARAOKE 10PM TO 1AM

ALLEY CAT CAFE

SPEAK TO JOHN AT (718) 824-0168

MANY 
OTHER ITEMS 

TO CHOOSE 
FROM

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Recently implemented traffi c calm-

ing measures on White Plains Road 
have created new levels of frustration 
with traffi c fl ow along the commercial 
strip through two community boards.

Both Community Board 9 and Com-
munity Board 11 voted to support the 
Department of Transportation’s plan 
to increase safety by slowing traf-
fi c on the commercial strip—but now 
they’re fi nding traffi c has slowed to a 
standstill.

The traffi c measures affected two 
stretches of the road, from Birchall Av-
enue to the Cross Bronx Expressway, 
and from Bruckner Expressway south 
to Soundview Avenue. In these areas, 
the  four-lane street was converted 
into a three-lane roadway. In each di-
rection, motorists now have only one 
driving lane, with a wide parking lane 
and a left turn lane.

The reduction in driving lanes is 
causing severe back ups on the road 
in the Van Nest neighborhood, said 
Shradhanand Pirtam, president of 
the neighborhood alliance and board 
member of CB 11.

In the morning, southbound traf-
fi c on the road backs up all the way 
to Morris Park Avenue, said Pirtam, 
while trying to get from the Cross 
Bronx to the northbound road has be-
come an ordeal in the evening.

Pirtam said he’s been on the receiv-
ing end of many complaints from his 
neighbors, including parents trying to 
get their kids to St. Raymond’s schools 
on Castle Hill Avenue.

“Every day the kids are late,” he 
said.

And although Community Board 
11 voted unanimously to approve the 
measures, they didn’t understand the 
effect that it would have on the Van 
Nest community. 

Board members plan to discuss the 
issue at the January 5 transportation 
committee meeting at the board offi ce.

“I really hope they can do some-
thing,” said Pirtam. “It’s so bad.”

Community Board 9 has also been 
heavily effected by the changes to 
White Plains Road, said district man-
ager Francisco Gonzalez.

The addition of parking on parts of 
the commercial street, which were pre-
viously a no-standing zone, has caused 
major gridlock on the road, said Gon-
zalez. The problem is particularly bad 
between Bruckner Boulevard and 
Lafayette Avenue.

“It’s backing up traffi c a consider-
able amount,” he said.

The congestion is affecting resi-
dents and businesses in their daily ac-
tivities, said Gonzalez, and he’s start-
ing to become concerned about the 
ability of emergency response vehicles 
to get where they need to go.

“We have all kinds of vehicles com-
ing through the neighborhood on 
White Plains Road,” said Gonzalez, “It 
happens to be a major thoroughfare in 
our community board.”

The board has reached out to the 
DOT and the MTA, and hopes to dis-
cuss the issue with them in January.

“Hopefully we’ll get some remedia-
tion,” said Gonzalez.

A spokesman from the DOT they 
are in discussions with board 9 about 
the parking, which was added at the 
board’s request, but that the agency 
will gather further observation data 
before removing these parking regu-
lations as it takes up to two months 
for drivers to adapt to new confi gura-
tions.

In regards to the back-up in CB 
11, the spokesman said the volume of 
traffi c heading south on White Plains 
Road toward the Cross Bronx has been 
noted and DOT is conducting observa-
tions in the area. 

The information will be used to in-
form changes to signal timing or other 
modifi cations that would optimize 
traffi c fl ow.

White Plains Road traffi c 
is a ‘calmed’ nightmare

The intersection of White Plains Road and Morris Park Avenue was deemed dangerous.  
   Community News Group / Jaime Williams
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Times Reporter 

will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. 
Tremont Avenue, 10465 or e-
mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone num-
ber or a way to contact you in 
case of questions. 

Birth Announcements 
This birth announce-

ments was sent into the 
Bronx Times from a local 
hospital: Bronxite Majo-
rie Brown became a grand-

mother to Renae Leak re-
cently.

Rotary News 
The Rotary Club of the 

Bronx took part in a toy drive 
that brought smiles to the 
faces of children through-
out the borough at schools 
including St. Joseph School, 
New York Institute for Spe-
cial Education, and P.S. 811. 
Club members Marguerite 
Chadwick-Juner and Lily-
anna Pekic bought toys for 
youngsters at P.S. 811, a spe-
cial needs school, at Five Be-
low in Pelham, New York. 

Bronx House, 990 Pelham 
Parkway South, wo;; be pro-
viding an SAT Prep course. 
This programs helps pre-
pare high school students to 
take the SAT test. 

This course is aligned to 
prepare students for the 2015 
March College Board SAT 
test.

 The program begins Sat-
urday, January 17, for eight 
sessions every Saturday 
morning from 9:15 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m. 

The program cost $200 for 

Bronx House SAT Prep Course
Bronx House members and 
$275 plus a $25 insurance fee 
for the public. 

The Instructor Ms. Chin, 
does a wonderful job prepar-
ing high school students for 
the SAT Math, Verbal, and 
Writing sections of the test. 
Students will learn strate-
gies and techniques that will 
help boost their scores.  

For more information 
contact Fred Lopez at (718) 
782-1800 ext. 229 or email 
him at Fred@Bronxhouse.
org

They were helped a bunch by 
one of the store’s assistant 
managers.

The club was certainly in 
the holiday spirit! 

The Rotary Club of the Bronx celebrates Christmas and the holiday season. Photo courtesy of Rotary Club

35 Years of Serving the Community

QUICK CLEAN SEWER &  
DRAIN COMPANY

10% Discount with this ad
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The Wicked

Delivery Service 
Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

BOOK YOUR EVENT OR HOLIDAY PARTY 
EARLY AT THE WICKED WOLF

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

$4.00

Stop By This 

Holiday Season 
and Enjoy A 

Festive Holiday 
Lunch or Dinner 

In Our Decorated 
Dining Rooms.

Sunday, Monday & Thursday
FOOTBALL SPECIALS

DOMESTIC DRAFT
IMPORTED DRAFT
WELL DRINKS

$2.50
$3.50
$3.00

WINGS
NACHOS
QUESADILLAS

 . 25¢
$5.00
$5.00

HOT, MILD
TERIAKI, BBQ

CHILI OR
CHICKEN
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A scene from the BWF fi lm: the caveman caveman in the ring. Photo courtesy of Henri Quenette

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
A French fi lmmaker is now doc-

umenting the world of professional 
wrestling in the Bronx. 

The little seen and less heralded 
wrestlers of the Bronx Wrestling Fed-
eration (BWF), which holds events 
boroughwide, are the subject of a new 
52-minute documentary by French 
and American fi lmmaker Henri Quen-
ette called ‘Brawl in the Bronx.’

The fi lm is to be released in March. 
It is described as an intimate por-

trayal of wrestlers with names like 
John Knockout, Jo Smooth and Cave-
man as they struggle to make it big 
and pursue their love of professional 
wrestling, at a place where sports and 
entertainment intersect. 

“The wrestlers from the BWF come 
from all backgrounds, all cultures and 
all nationalities,” stated Quenette. 

Documentary explores 
Bronx professional wrestling 

“For some, wrestling is a profession, 
(for) others a pure hobby and passion. 
The only common point is the love of 
wrestling.” 

The fi lm focuses on four wrestlers, 
including the BWF founder and trainer 
Bronco International, known as Frank 
Segundo when he is not in the ring, 
and how they participate in an activ-
ity that is beloved by millions, but not 
often understood in terms of how chal-
lenging it is for the wrestlers. 

“I didn’t know much about wres-
tling before doing this documentary,” 
stated the fi lmaker, who now calls 
Brooklyn his home. “But the more 
time I spent with the wrestlers, the 
more I realized how deep the physical 
toll is. It takes great determination.”

He added: “It is a time-consuming 
activity for each of the wrestlers. I had 
always been under the impression that 
wrestling was fake. Today I can guar-
antee that it is anything but fake.”

The idea for the documentary came 
about when Quenette, who moved to 
New York in April, was looking for a 
subject for a new fi lm, but didn’t come 
up with any solid ideas after bicycling 
around the city. But then, he states, 
he had an image come to mind of a 
masked wrestler. 

“I did some research and I found 
out about the Bronx Wrestling Feder-
ation,” said Quenette. “I wrote them 
right then and there, and the following 
day, I was at 1123 Close Avenue shoot-
ing ‘Brawl in the Bronx.’” 

The fi lmaker said that the BWF 
helps the borough and its residents 
through their participation in the 
Bronx Dominican Parade. They also 
do charity shows for children in hospi-
tals and summer camps. 

“I personally only found welcoming 
people over there,” he stated. “People 
were always curious about what I was 
doing on my own with the camera.”

To review a preview of the fi lm see: 
https://vimeo.com/100566784 . 

To learn more about the fi lmmaker 
visit: www.henriquenette.com . 

-- Additional reporting by 
Robert Wirsing 

Wrestler Bronco Internacional, Frank Segun-
do, in the ring at the BWF. 
 Photo courtesy of Henri Quenette
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For more information, please contact: info@stormrecovery.ny.gov
www.stormrecovery.ny.gov/nyrcr

Twitter: #NYRising, @NYStormRecovery  
Facebook: NYStormRecovery   

East Bronx Waterfront Community members are 
invited to learn about its neighborhood-wide 

resiliency plan, the result of a months-long process!

A RESILIENT FUTURE FOR

OPEN HOUSE

Providence Rest Nursing Home
3304 Waterbury Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

NY RISING COMMUNITY RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM

THE EAST BRONX WATERFRONT

Tuesday, January 13th
6:30 - 8:30pm

CITY ISLAND · COUNTRY CLUB · EDGEWATER PARK 
FERRY POINT · HARDING PARK · LOCUST POINT · SCHUYLERVILLE 

SILVER BEACH · SPENCER ESTATES · THROGGS NECK
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 5:30-7:30pm 

(Ages: 5-13yrs) 

Cooking

 

 

Computer Training
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(60 years old & up) 

 
  Main Building Senior Center

3450 Dekalb Ave Bronx, NY 
718-798–6601 

 

 

 
Marble Hill Senior Center

5365 Broadway Bronx, NY
718-562–8551
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$1995
Better gym.

Better price.

month-to-month

no commitment!

MORRIS PARK
1601 Bronxdale Avenue
718.828.0611 • NYSC.com

Other restrictions and fees may apply.

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
This Christmas one local 

elected offi cial spread some 
holiday cheer to his district’s 
senior citizens.

On Christmas Eve, Coun-
cilman James Vacca accom-
panied the organization God’s 
Love We Deliver to bring 
meals to two Pelham Bay resi-
dents.

God’s Love We Deliver’s 
mission is to improve the 
health and well-being those 
living with serious illnesses 
by alleviating hunger and 
malnutrition, and has been 
bringing meals twice a week 
to local resident Lawrence 
Bannister for about three 
years.

Bannister was diagnosed 
with Sarcoidosis—which ef-
fects the lungs—in 2002, and 
in 2011 his left lung collapsed 
twice. 

A friend pointed him to 
God’s Love We Deliver when 
Bannister was on oxygen 
while waiting for a lung trans-
plant. He could not be near 

Christmas Eve visit brings 
meal, friend to seniors

an open fl ame at the time and 
was unable to cook for himself 
before the transplant, and he 
could not care for himself for 
months after the surgery in 
2012. 

“They’ve really been a life-
line,” he said about the organi-
zation. “The meals are indis-
pensable for me.”

And although Bannister 
has recovered well from the 
transplant and is now mobile, 
he still has to be very cautious 
with his health. On rainy days, 
like this past Christmas Eve, 
he can’t risk going outside be-
cause his immune system is 
compromised.

The meals reduce his need 
to grocery shop, and he’s very 
glad to have access to food that 
is nutritious and hearty.

“They help sustain me,” 
said Bannister.

This December 23 marked 
the two-year anniversary of 
his lung transplant, and Ban-
nister said he’s in a good place 
and is grateful for the support 
he’s received from friends and 

organizations like God’s Love 
We Deliver. 

Now that his health has 
stabilized, the 65-year-old re-
tired educator said he’s trying 
to fi gure out what to do with 
the rest of his life.

“I really feel blessed,” said 
Bannister. “I’m thankful ev-
ery day I have breath.”

The councilman said his 
visit with Bannister and the 
other recipient was very up-
lifting.

“They’re in such good spir-
its under diffi cult circum-
stances,” said Vacca.

Vacca said he found mak-
ing the Christmas Eve deliv-
ery—which included a special 
package of non-perishable food 
in case of an emergency—to be 
extremely rewarding, and that 
he enjoyed getting the chance 
to talk and laugh with the resi-
dents.

“We wanted to bring a lit-
tle company and a little food,” 
said Vacca. “I think both were 
the perfect touch for Christ-
mas.”

Councilman James Vacca delivered a Christmas Eve meal with the orga-
nization God’s Love We Deliver to Pelham Bay resident Lawrence Ban-
nister. Photo courtesy of James Vacca’s offi ce
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Father Stephen Norton of St. Benedicts Church in Throggs Neck addressed the community 
and said a prayer at Monday night’s vigil. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Cops and community gathered 

together at the 45th Precinct to re-
member the lives of two slain police 
officers. 

The candlelight vigil took place 
outside the station house in Throggs 
Neck after nightfall on Monday, De-
cember 29 and honored the lives of 
police officers Rafael Ramos and 
Wenjian Liu who were assassinated 
by a deranged gunman as they sat 
in a patrol car in Brooklyn on Satur-
day, December 20. 

The ceremony, organized by the 
45th Precinct Community Council, 

was a tribute to the two officers, 
with a large contingent of NYPD 
members, elected officials, and com-
munity leaders holding candles and 
placing carnations on a wreath in a 
show of support for the police and to 
honor the fallen heros. 

The wreath was later donated to a 
memorial located near where the of-
ficers were ambushed. 

“It is a fitting tribute to the offi-
cers who lost their lives,” said 45th 
Precinct commanding officer Cap-
tain James McGoewn at the event, 
adding “We appreciate your sup-
port.” 

Elected officials including As-
semblyman Benedetto, Council-
man Andy King, Councilman James 
Vacca, and representatives from 
Congressman Joseph Crowley and 

Community remembers 
assassinated police offi cers 

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
offered some words remembering 
the police officers. Public Advocate 
Letitia James also attended. 

The comments that were offered 
by the elected officials tended to fo-
cus on complex issues of the role of 
police policy and morale, and build-
ing stronger relationships between 
the cops and the communities that 
they serve. 

The event was a local effort all 
around, with flowers to honor Ra-
mos and Liu donated by Jerome Flo-
rist and Schuyler Hill Funeral Home, 
and sound equipment provided cour-

tesy of the Pelham Bay Taxpayers. 
Prayers for the fallen hero cops 

were offered by Rev. Deborah Jen-
kins of  Faith @ Work Christian 
Church and Father Stephen Nor-
ton of St. Benedict’s Church. Poems 
were read in honor of the fallen cops 
and those everywhere. 

Former police officer and Com-
munity Board 10 vice-chairman 
John Marano said that he was proud 
that the 45th Precinct was the first 
Bronx community to honor Liu and 
Ramos. 

But the 45th will not be the last 
precinct to hold such an event.  

The neighboring 49th Precinct 
will be holding a Community Can-
dlelight Vigil at 6:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, January 5 at their station, 2121 
Eastchester Road.

It is a fi tting tribute to the offi cers who lost their 
lives. We appreciate your support.

James McGoewn
45th Precinct Captain



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 2-8, 201510    BTR

42nd PCT.
Friday, Dec. 26,  9:10 p.m. — A suspect fired 

two rounds from a black firearm into Sheale Deli Gro-
cery located at 1095 Prospect Ave, striking the front 
door and wall inside the bodega. There were no re-
ported injuries sustained by any employees or patrons 
as a result of the shooting.  

Saturday, Dec. 27,  9:24 a.m. — Police responded 
to a 911 call for an unconscious female at 1548 Bryant 
Ave. Upon arrival, officers discovered a 27-year-old 
female unconscious and unresponsive with trauma to 
her face and chest. EMS responded and pronounced 
the female deceased at the scene. The Medical Exam-
iner will determine the cause of death.

43rd PCT.
Saturday, Dec. 27,  9:45 a.m. — Police re-

sponded to a 911 call for a male floating in the water 
in the vicinity of Bruckner Blvd and Edgewater Road. 
Upon arrival of NYPD Harbor Unit, officers discovered 
an unconscious and unresponsive male floating on 
the rocks near the water’s edge of the Bronx River.  
EMS responded and pronounced the male deceased 
at the scene. The Medical Examiner will determine the 
cause of death.

47th PCT.
Tuesday, Dec. 23, 7:35 p.m. – An attempted 

commercial robbery occurred at 4264 White Plains 
Road (International Money Transfer). The suspect 
entered the location, displayed a dummy explosive 
device, placed the object on the counter and told the 

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES
COME AND ENJOY OUR 

NEW SAUTE MENU!
SERVED

MONDAY - SATURDAY
FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm
as low as

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 01/31/15

clerk they had three minutes to give him money. The 
suspect then fled the scene empty handed.

Tuesday, Dec. 23, 8:26 p.m. – At a Subway Res-
taurant at 4375 White Plains Road, a suspect displayed 
a firearm and demanded money from a 20-year-old 
store employee. When the victim refused the suspect 
shot the employee and fled on foot. The victim was 
taken to Jacobi Hospital in stable condition. 

49th PCT.
Thursday, Dec. 25, 6:20 a.m. – A suspect en-

gaged the victim in conversation opposite 2190 Bos-
ton Road at which point he punched her in the face 
and dragged her into a secluded area and raped her. 
EMS transported the victim to an area hospital. A 
male was arrested and charged with Rape, Robbery, 
Criminal Sex Act, and Assault.

Friday, Dec. 26, 7:52 p.m. – Police responded 
to a 911 call of an unconscious male inside the Bronx 
Psychiatric Center located at 1500 Walters Place. 
Upon arrival, officers observed a 51-year-old male 
unconscious and unresponsive, with abrasions on his 
throat. EMS also responded to the location and pro-
nounced the victim DOA at the scene. A 19-year-old 
male was arrested in connection with the homicide.

52nd PCT.
Friday, Dec. 19, 11:55 – The 27 year-old male 

victim was standing in front of his residence on Sedg-
wick Avenue when the suspect displayed a firearm 
and shot the victim once in the buttocks. EMS re-
sponded and transported the victim to an area hos-
pital in stable condition.

Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

FALL SPECIAL
Whiten Your Teeth

$149
Includes Cleaning

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 
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Depending on the plan, benefits may include:

• $0 Plan Premium

• $0 or Low Copays for Doctor Visits

• $0 Copay for Generic Drugs

• $0 Prescription Drug Deductible

• Dental & Vision Care/Hearing

• Transportation Benefits

• Over-the-Counter Pre-Paid Cards up to $75/month

• Your Doctors & Hospitals in Our Network

Introducing New Medicare Advantage Plans 
from AgeWell New York 

H4922_AWNY_4002 File and Use 11112014
AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell New 
York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information 
contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or co-payments/co-insur-
ance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical assistance 
program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further 
details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/TDD) 1-800-662-1220 seven 
days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com.

Providing you with high quality health care  
coverage and a personal care coordinator. Because… Members Matter

Contact Us:
Toll Free 1-866-586-8044
TTY/TDD 1-800-662-1220

www.agewellnewyork.com
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Display deadline is the Friday prior to publication. 
Camera ready copy deadline is the Monday preced-
ing publication.
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fi ed Ad call (718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to 
publication.
LEGAL NOTICE DEADLINES: For Legal 
Advertising call (718) 260-4595 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Readers are 
encouraged to send us their viewpoints. Name and 
address must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, not 
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NEWS ITEMS: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 260-4597 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
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days, weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
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the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 E. Tremont Ave., 
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publication. No phone calls please.
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tions, churches, synagogues and special interest 
groups can have their special event dates announced 
free of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Yearly subscriptions 
are $15, 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. Out 
of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Any problems or 
inquiries regarding a present subscription must 
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newspaper showing complete name, address and 
subscription number (top left corner).
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Walmart offers

great prices
Dear editor,
Once again this holiday 

season, out of work, part time, 
single income, poor, seniors, 
working and middle class 
residents looking for reason-
ably priced holiday gifts, had 
to pay more. This is thanks to 
elected offi cials who believe 
they know what is best for you.  
Polls of ordinary New York-
ers continue resulting year 
after year and now decade af-
ter decade to support the right 
of Walmart to open stores in  
Queens, Brooklyn, Bronx, 
Manhattan and Staten Island. 
Residents in the other 57 coun-
ties outside of New York City 
within New York State have 
had the option of shopping or 
not shopping at Walmart for 
decades. The same is true for 
virtually every other city and 
state. Only NYC is behind the 
times.

NYC residents continue 
to be denied the opportunity 
to shop at Walmart due to ex-
cuses made by politicians such 
as NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio, 
Comptroller Scott Stringer, 
City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito, Public Advo-
cate Letitia James, most mem-
bers of the city council along 
with numerous fellow liberal 
Democratic Party elected of-
fi cials and their union allies. 
Many other Democratic State 
Assembly, State Senate and 
Congress members also op-
pose Walmart opening stores 
within their respective legisla-
tive districts, boroughs or any 
place in NYC. They feel that 
we should oppose Walmart be-
cause of substandard salaries 
and unfair competition they 
would provide against smaller 
stores.

Construction of a new Wal-
mart can provide work for 
construction contractors and 
their employees. Once opened, 
there are employment oppor-
tunities for many workers. 
The city would benefi t by mil-
lions in sales, payroll and real 
estate tax revenue which could 
help fund essential municipal 
services everyone desires.

Walmart is the nation’s 
largest private sector employer 
with over 1,200,000 employees 
and growing each year. Tens 
of millions of Americans, in-
cluding many fellow New 
Yorkers, own stock in Wal-
mart. The same is true for the 

various retirement and pen-
sion plans many people partic-
ipate in. Starting pay averages 
several dollars above the min-
imum wage for new employees 
around the nation.  

The free enterprise sys-
tem made our nation great. 
Economic growth and the cre-
ation of wealth comes from 
businesses— small and large. 
Consumers shopping at Wal-
mart get a bigger bang for the 
buck by being able to compare 
prices, quality and service to 
other stores.

Many New Yorkers, poor, 
working class, single house-
hold, middle class,and seniors 
can’t afford to pay extra. They 
need the great prices, good 
quality merchandise, afford-
able food, drugs, school sup-
plies, clothing and holiday 
gifts that Walmart offers.

Consumers have voted, 
with their feet, all over Amer-
ica making Walmart the num-
ber one retail merchant suc-
cess story it is today. It is time 
to allow Walmart the oppor-
tunity to compete in the NYC 
marketplace as well!

Larry Penner

Dear editor,
I rarely agree with Pasqual 

Pelosi but he is correct that the 
defi cit includes the two wars. 
His portrayal of Charles Koch 
as “a gentleman notorious for 
his efforts…blah, blah, blah” 
however is a slap in the face of 
all immigrants that strive to 
achieve the ‘American Dream’ 
as it was done in the ‘Good Old 
Days’.

Charles Koch’s father 
emigrated from Holland to 
Texas in the 1920s worked as 
a printer, went to school and 
became an engineer, started 
his engineering company, 
sent his sons Charles and Da-
vid to school to also major in 
engineering.  Today that little 
company has grown to more 
than 70,000 employees and is 
the second largest privately 
held company in the U.S af-
ter Cargill, also an American 
family owned business that 
started right after the Civil 
War in Minnesota.

If the COMACTA and 
CATO Organizations are pin-
ing for the ‘Good Old Days’ 
of unlimited opportunity for 
all Americans through hard 
work, education, innovation 
and free enterprise, let’s hope 

Good Old Days

those ‘Good Old Days’ come 
back soon!  

Carl J. Cannizzaro

A great
restaurant

Dear editor,
We are fortunate to have so 

many good restaurants in our 
area.  Among them is 

Fratellis on Eastchester 
Road.  I ate there recently 
and I can’t express how very 
impressed I was.  The food is 
absolutely declicious.  The 
service was great and the am-
biance was wonderful.  Kudos 
to a wonderful restaurant.  I’m 
looking forward to my next 
visit for a wonderful time.

Emma Damm

A spade’s
a spade

Dear editor,
Kudos to Pasqual Pelosi for 

calling a spade a space. For 
months I’ve thought about 
calling out the spokesman for 
‘COMACTA’. What a blow to 
my ideal of Community Action 
Civic Association. I thought 
the organization would be 
true to a diverse community 
with dialogue and differences. 
After a few weeks of reading 
the column, it became for me 
disassociated, right, rigid, rig-
marole, a doomsayer and non-
factual.

Another reason I hesi-
tated to call out the author is 
because I think most of our 
community organizations 
here in Throggs Neck butter 
their bread with the same ‘R’ 

factor. Here in America we 
have freedoms, most impor-
tant in my mind is freedom 
of speech, which includes the 
pen. Though I don’t agree with 
some opinions, I honor them 
and expect the same respect 
and welcome dialogue.

Maria Meli

PHOTOGRAPHER?
The Bronx Times Reporter 
is Looking for Freelance 
Photographers to cover 
the Bronx. Car Required!

If Interested, Call

718-742-3395

Letters to the editor are welcome from all read-
ers. They should be addressed care of this news-
paper to Laura Guerriero, Publisher, the Bronx 
Times Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, NY 
10454, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. 
All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, 
MUST be signed and with a verifi able address 
and telephone number included. Note that the  
address and telephone number  will NOT be pub-
lished and the name will be published or with-
held upon request. No unsigned letters can be 
accepted for publication. The editor reserves the 
right to edit all submissions.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A former Soprano is showing 

multi-care centers all of the Bronx 
that he is not just an actor.

Dominic Chianese, best known for 
his acting roles on HBO hit series the 
Sopranos and Boardwalk Empire, put 
his singing talents on display at Cas-
sena Care’s Workmen’s Circle Mul-
ticare Center, located at 3155 Grace 
Avenue, on Monday, December 22, to 
spread the holiday spirit by singing 
to residents.

At the Workmen’s Circle Multi-
care Center, Chianese showcased his 
singing skills and performed holiday 
themed music, along with some of his 
all-time favorite songs, entertaining 
the residents with his performance. 

During some songs, residents even 
joined in, singing with Dominic as he 
got them excited for the holidays.

“It was not a rare occurrence 
for this talented actor and singer to 
bring joy to residents with his musi-
cal performance,” said Estee Gordon, 
event coordinator and community 
outreach at Cassena Care. “It is more 
than clear that he enjoys giving back 
to the elderly, as he has been known 
to visit nursing homes often.”

This was defi nitely not a fi rst-time 
gig for Chianese. Over the years, Chia-
nese has paid visits to various nursing 
homes throughout the country, partic-

ularly during the holiday season.
As the founder of the Joy Through 

Art Foundation, whose mission is ‘to 
improve the quality of life for resi-
dents of nursing homes through reg-
ular interactions with professional 
artists,’ Chianese has been perform-
ing songs at nursing homes for over 
three decades. 

Chianese’s foundation also trains 
other artists and musicians to per-
form and interact with nursing home 
residents.

Best known for his role as Cor-
rado ‘Uncle Junior’ Soprano, Domi-
nic Chianese has proven that he is 
not just an actor, not just a singer, but 
a very charitable individual, who do-

nates his time and effort to nursing 
homes as his way of giving back to 
the community.

“Dominic is a kind and compas-
sionate man,” said Gordon. “It was 
an honor to have him at our facil-
ity, and a true joy to see the cheer he 
brought to all of our residents during 
the holiday season.”
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A better life for everyone.TM

990 Pelham Parkway South, Bronx, NY 10461 718.792.1800 � bronxhouse.org

JOIN US FOR A DAY OF OPEN REGISTRATION!

FITNESS ��AQUATICS � DAY CAMPS � YOUTH SPORTS � EARLY CHILDHOOD � PERFORMING ARTS � TWEENS & TEENS � DANCE � MUSIC � AFTER SCHOOL � UNIVERSAL PRE-K

SATURDAY, JAN 3
11AM-2PM

Amazing savings like these only come once a year, 
so head on down to Bronx House! Take a tour and 
register for some of the best programs in town,  
while kids enjoy fun activities.

SAVE BIG! 15% OFF ALL DAY!
�� $300 OFF full camp session (w/$500 deposit)
�� $15 OFF all group classes (members)
�� $20 OFF all group classes (community)
�� ��������	
�������������������������
�����

Former Sopranos’ star Chianese still sings

Dominic Chianese(c) gathers with the some staff members after singing to residents at Cassena Care’s Workmen Circle Multicare Center. 
 Photo courtesy of Workmen’s Circle Multicare Center
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Get your undergraduate degree in Business Management and 
Administration at Touro College’s New York School of Career 
and Applied Studies.

And if graduate study is in your 
future, consider Touro’s Graduate 
School of Business, which offers a 
Master of Business Administration 
(MBA) degree and Master of 
Science programs in Accounting, 
Human Resource Management, 
and International Business 
Finance.

Touro is an equal opportunity institution

www.touro.edu/nyscas

scan here

Touro College: a world of possibilities

212.463.0400 x5500
MANHATTAN, BROOKLYN, QUEENS

facebook.com/nyscasTouro                      @nyscasTouro

At NYSCAS we provide the support our students need to 
succeed, from the moment they enroll to the day they 
graduate.

apply ONLINE at apply. touro.edu
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• In an emergency, our Westchester Square Campus offers 24/7 
emergency room care fully staffed with board-certified physicians.

• Not feeling well or need a checkup? Call 1-800-MD-MONTE to 
see a primary care doctor at our Bronx East office, 2300 Westchester 
Avenue, or more than 20 other convenient locations.

• Need to see a specialist? Montefiore offers a wide range of options 
at Westchester Square, including ophthalmic procedures. With an 
onsite laboratory and radiology services, rely on Montefiore for  
high-quality, efficient and friendly healthcare. 

Montefiore Westchester Square Campus
2475 St. Raymonds Avenue 
(between Seddon Street and St. Peter’s Avenue)
1-800-MD-MONTE | www.montefiore.org/westchestersquare

We’re Here for You 
Montefiore Westchester Square

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
More than two years after 

Hurricane Sandy, some local 
condo owners are fi nally get-
ting relief. 

After a seawall facing East-
chester Bay was damaged by 
Superstorm Sandy, and repair 
to that wall was slowed by red 
tape and environmental con-
cerns, the project to make the 
Outlook Point Condominiums 
in Spencer Estate whole again 
is inching closer to comple-
tion.

Senator Jeff Klein helped 
the condominium, with 60 
plus owners, navigate the 
choppy waters of dealing with 
the state as they sought to get 
plans approved to rebuild the 
barrier. 

This comes after the Oc-
tober 2012 storm’s surge 
knocked away much of a rock 
wall facing Eastchester Bay, a 
representative from the condo 
board of directors confi rmed. 

“The storm washed away 
a good portion of the existing 
seawall,” said Dan Henderson, 
treasurer of Outlook Point 
Condominiums’ board of di-
rectors, adding “I would say 
that there is a few hundred 
feet of damage on the southern 

side of the complex.” 
Outlook owners saw their 

patios and backyard pavers 
lost to the sea, he said, and 
stone had to be brought in 
to replenish what was swept 
away by the storm. 

Repairs are still ongoing, 

and the project to fi x the wall 
is expected to be completed in 
2015, said Henderson. 

The condo went on an od-
yssey of fi rst getting funding 
from the appropriate federal 
agency, the Small Business 
Administration, and then 

plans approved for the wall 
reconstruction,  said Hender-
son. 

Some local residents were 
concerned that the project had 
infringed upon the area of an 
environmentally protected 
weir near the wall. 

Because of the inlet area 
and other issues, the project 
was stopped so that every-
thing could be taken into con-
sideration by regulators. 

The Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation inves-
tigated the project on May 13, 
2014 and May 22, 2014, a spokes-
man for the DEC stated.

The project’s contractor re-
ceived  fi nes for operation of a 
backhoe below mean high wa-
ter line, and failure to comply 
with erosion control measures 
during construction, the DEC 
spokesman stated. 

In July, the contractor, 
Concrete Solutions Contract-
ing LLC, and Outlook Point 
Condominium, Inc. Home-
owners Association  paid a 
penalty of $20,000, according 
to the spokesman. The project 
resumed after the confl ict. 

“Years after Hurricane 
Sandy, the seawall at Out-
look Point Condominium had 
still not been repaired,” said 
Klein. “Severe weather is a 
real threat and it’s something 
we all need to take very seri-
ously. That’s why I worked 
to see that this project got 
fi nished sooner rather than 
later.” 

Outlook Point seawall fi nally on the mend 

Reconstruction of the seawall, seen here earlier in the project, required bringing in truckloads of stone. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 2-8, 2015 17  BTR

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPY
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SALE

718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF

25%
OFF MSR

Solgar

Jarrow

SALE ENDS 01/31/15

50%

OFF

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A former hot sheet motel is 

trying to sever ties to the build-
ing’s tainted past by removing 
its former name from the build-
ing and the property, but at 
least one sign still remains.   

The former Capri Whites-
tone Hotel, now a homeless 
shelter called the Crystal Fam-
ily Residence, still had signs 
on the Ferry Point building 
advertising itself as a  motel, 
until the involvement of Sena-
tor Jeff Klein and Community 
Board 10. 

Now all but one large sign 
near the roof of the 90-plus 
unit shelter has been removed 

Most ‘hot sheet’ motel signs removed
or obscured. 

The sign removal or cov-
ering, which sources said oc-
curred around the Christmas 
holiday, came after both Klein 
and CB 10 wrote letters to the 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices to ask that signs adver-
tising a bar known as the 555 
Lounge and the hotel be re-
moved. 

“It has come to my attention 
that after fi ve months operat-
ing as a shelter for families, 
mostly women and children, 
the old sign is still up,” stated 
Senator Klein in a letter to the 
DHS commissioner dated Mon-
day, December 22. 

“This has caused people un-
affi liated with the shelter to 
continue to visit the site pre-
suming it is still a short-stay 
motel of dubious history, which 
in turn has created a safety haz-
ard for residents and continued 
nuisance for the surrounding 
community,” he concluded 

CB 10 chairman Martin 
Prince wrote DHS on Thurs-
day, December 18 that the board 
respectfully disagreed with an 
earlier DHS assessment that 
the issue needed to be worked 
out between the landlord, Ca-
pri Whitestone LLC, and the 
service provider for the shelter, 
Acacia Network. Both Acacia 
and Capri Whitestone LLC also 
received letters from CB 10 on 
the matter. 

“The Crystal Family Resi-
dence staff routinely turns 
away would be patrons, who 
believe that the building is still 
a hotel,” stated Prince, who 
added “furthermore, the signs’ 
presence demeans the lives 
of these current residents, be-
cause the general public asso-
ciates them with the hotel’s sor-
did past.”

Upon seeing the removal or 
covering of some of the  Capri  

signs, local activist Dotti Poggi, 
of Ferry Point Community Ad-
vocates, said she believes that 
the signs called attention to a 
hotel no longer in operation 
and misrepresents the build-
ing’s current  use.  

“The signs are an issue 
for various reasons, and they 
should not have had the signs 
up when [the homeless] moved 
in,” said Poggi. 

For Klein, removing all the 
signs remains important. 

“The sign at the old Ca-
pri Whitestone Motel is both 
an eyesore and a blight on 

the local community,” said 
Klein.“The lack of action this 
project has seen over the past 
three months is troubling to 
say the least. In an effort to ex-
pedite the process, I recently 
wrote a letter to the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 
urging them to make the re-
moval of this sign a priority. 
For the health and safety of 
the residents at the shelter and 
the surrounding community, 
it’s paramount we see that this 
sign is removed, and accord-
ingly, the reputational stain of 
this location along with it.” 

The illuminated sign at the Capri Whitestone Motel has been painted 
over. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

While some signs at the motel may have been removed or covered over, 
a sign on top of the building stilll proclaims in big, bold letters  ‘Capri 
Whitestone Hotel.’ Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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LOSE 20–40 LBS.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS
LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 20–40 LBS.  
LIGHTER LOSE ½ LB. PER DAY.

Lose weight and start looking and feeling as 
beautiful as you are...
BECAUSE OF OUR TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 
Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how would you like 
to lose 30 or more pounds, have 
more energy, feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks of diabetes 
and heart disease and regain 
your health all in next 40 days.

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Visit and see a portion of fresh start HCG video at our website, GOTHAIRLLC.COM

Dr. Albert Graziosa has 
been certified with the 
fresh start hCG diet and 
has led many patients 
to live more happy and 
healthy lives.

BEFORE AFTER

3611A East Tremont Ave. 

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Clean Start hCG Weight Loss Program



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 2-8, 201520    BTR

The Care You Need to Live Well at Home

An AgeWell New York Personal Care Manager works with you to create an 
individualized Plan of Care. You will have choices and flexibility, 

and all the services you need to live safely and comfortably in your home. 
Joining AgeWell New York improves your health care coverage and services… 

and you DO NOT lose any of your regular Medicaid or Medicare benefits!

A New York State Authorized Medicaid Managed Long Term Care Plan

For eligibility and enrollment:
Toll Free 1-866-586-8044   TTY/TDD 1-800-662-1220

www.agewellnewyork.com   info@agewellnewyork.com

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A north Bronx elected offi cial 

brought joy to hundreds of children 
this Christmas.

The Bronx Youth Empowerment 
Program and Councilman Andy King 
hosted their annual community meal 
and gift giving event, ‘Sharing is Car-
ing’, on Christmas Eve.

King and his wife started the hol-
iday event at their home to foster 
a sense of community and provide 
some joy to families with fi nancial 
challenges.

“Eight years later it has grow to 
where our living room cannot accom-
modate it,” said King.

The event, organized by Bronx 
Youth Empowerment Program at 
Eastwood Manor, drew about 400 chil-
dren and their families from a nearby 
family shelter, NYCHA developments 
and the community.

The organization is a civic orga-
nization for young Bronxites, ages 13 
to 21, and is geared around volunteer-
ing, giving back to the community 
and developing self, said volunteer 
coordinator Brian Melford.

There is a group of 30 to 40 core 
members who participate in pro-
grams such as Generations, where 
they visit senior centers, and Connec-
tions, where the kids interact with 
police offi cers from the 45th and 47th 

precincts.
The goal is to get young people en-

gaged and invested in their commu-

nities, and the group has recently ad-
opted one of King’s favorite sayings 
as a motto— “people pay attention to 

people who participate.”
Karmin Pressley, 14, is one of those 

participators. She’s an honor student 
at Harry S. Truman High School who 
joined the group two years ago after 
watching her sister older sister enjoy 
it for years. 

Pressley said this year she felt like 
contributing something more to the 
toy give-away, so she took her Christ-
mas allowance and bought two bikes 
for young girls that were raffl ed off 
along with six others.

The teen said she already has ev-
erything she needs, and likes to make 
other people happy.

“I want to see those two kids faces 
when they get the bikes,” she said.

Pressley has been attending the 
holiday party since it was held at 
King’s home, and said she looks for-
ward to it every year.

“I love this event,” said Pressley.
This year’s party included danc-

ing, games, pictures with Santa and 
Times Square characters. In addition, 
entertainer Slick Rick presented holi-
day gifts to members of Bronx YEP.

The holiday spirit is wonderful, 
said King at the event, but he urged at-
tendees to carry the feelings of good-
will and community forward into the 
New Year and beyond. 

“We all have a commitment to of-
fer love and friendship every day.”

King hosts Christmas Eve children’s party

Councilman Andy King at his ‘Sharing is Caring’ holiday party and toy giveaway at Eastwood 
Manor. Photo courtesy of Andy King’s offi ce
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1 Family. Completely Renovated. 
Stainless steel appliances, garage, and deck.

$430,000.

1 Family House. On a double lot. 
4 bedrooms and 3 baths.

$490,000.

2 Family House. 
On a double lot.

$400,000.

2 Family. Income Basement
apartment and 2 car garage.

$490,000.

2 Family House.

$425,000.

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

Rosana Chirico
Licensed Real Estate Broker

com

RC House Sales Realty Corp.

THROGGS NECK AREA

$1900
3 Bedroom. $1700

$1400.
 3 Bedroom.  $1800

IN CONTRACT

We have many clients looking for apartment rentals and 
houses for sale Please call for a free market assessment

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

3602 E Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1411
Fax: 718-684-1422

1 Family House.
Completely Renovated. 

$410,000.

APARTMENTS

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL
Store Front available. 400 square feet - E Tremont Ave & 3rd Ave.

SC       PS
BOWLS&

3602 C East Tremont Ave.
Located near the Alley Cat Café.  

Available outside seating in our cozy courtyard. 
Like us on facebook. Www.Facebook.Com/scoopsandbowls

Follow us on instagram. Www.Instagram.Com/scoopsandbowls

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING
FAT FREE, NON-DIARY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

LARGE SIZE COFFEE OR TEA, HOT OR ICED FOR $1.00
REAL FRUIT SMOOTHIES FOR JUST $3.50

50¢ 

COUNTRY CLUB AREA
 1 bedroom. Includes all utilities. $800

CASTLE HILL AREA
 2 bedroom. $1300

PELHAM BAY AREA
 Spacious 2 bedroom. $1375
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What if We Could 
����������Aging? 

�� Albert Einstein College of Medicine is conducting a clinical research 
study evaluating the possible �����������	
effects of metformin, a 
drug commonly used to treat diabetes 

�� You may qualify for the study if you are older than 60, are in good 
health, and at risk of developing diabetes (without diabetes diagnosis) 

�� Eligible Participants receive ��
�������
for study completion  

We aren’t there yet but doctors and scientists at Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine are working hard to uncover the keys to healthy aging. 

Call: 718-405-8271 
Email: MILES@einstein.yu.edu 

Overview 
�� 5 study visits over 15 weeks 
�� Volunteers will take metformin or     

placebo for 6 weeks each 

Study Procedures 
�� Blood and Urine Tests 
�� Tissue sampling of muscle and fat 

1575 Blondell Avenue, Suite 200 Bronx, NY 10461 

ARE YOU SUFFERING FROM PESTS IN YOUR HOME?

OVER 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE. FULLY LICENSED.
This offer valid thru 01/31/2015

Ants
Borers Mites

Silverfi sh
Bedbugs

Carpet Beetles
Pigeon Control

Spiders
Bee & Wasps
Cockroaches

Possums
Termites

Birds
Fleas 

Rats & Mice
Ticks

For a General Pest ControlTreatment for up to 3 Bedrooms***Bedbugs are not included***
Cannot be combined with any other offers

NEW YEAR’S SPECIAL

10%
Discount for 
pensioners & 

seniors

Councilman Andy King and The 
Safety Net ‘Project will host their sec-
ond in a series of “Know Your Rights” 
trainings on Wednesday, January 7, at 
9:30 a.m. at Bay Eden Senior Center, 
1220 East 229th Street.

The session will focus on issues and 
safety net programs critical to many 
Bronx residents in District 12.   Legal 
staff will be on hand to answer ques-
tions regarding NYCHA tenant rights, 
accessing SNAP (food stamp) benefi ts 
and public assistance.

Residents are invited to meet with 
advocates and attorneys from the 
Safety Net Project to discuss any issues 
they may be experiencing regarding a 
denial, sanction or reduction in their 
public assistance and /or food stamps 
case. In addition, attorneys will be 
available to answer questions for NY-
CHA residents interested in seeking 
advice as to recertifi cation, succession 
rights and how to obtain repairs. All 
legal services are free.

The Safety Net Project is New York 
City’s advocate for economic justice, 
protecting the rights of low- and no-in-
come New Yorkers through direct le-
gal services, litigation, research, and 
policymaking. It ensures access to the 
safety net, ensuring government ac-
countability for vital programs that 
lift families out of poverty.

“This event is open to everyone in 
the community. In these tough eco-
nomic times, there are people in need 
of assistance for food and housing. 
This forum is geared to help all those 
in need,” said King.

According to Denise M. Miranda, 

Esq., managing director of the Safety 
Project at the Urban Justice Center, 
“District 12 is home to fi ve NYCHA de-
velopment and countless families that 
rely on safety net programs. There is 
an urgent need for NYCHA residents 
and low-income families to have access 
to free, high-quality legal services and 
we are proud to partner with Council-
man King to fi ll this void.”

The Safety Net Project is commit-
ted to protecting due process rights 
and providing direct legal services for 
low and no-income New Yorkers while 
engaging the greater community in 
casting a wider, fi ner safety net for eco-
nomic justice and human dignity. For 
further information, visit www.safe-
tynetproject.org.

* * *
On Saturday, January 3,, Senator 

Rev. Rubén Díaz, along with assem-
blymen Marcos Crespo, Luis Sep-
ulveda and The New York Hispanic 
Clergy Organization, will be cel-
ebrating the visit of the Three Kings 
to the Bronx.  During these activities, 
children between the ages of 1- 9 years 
old, will receive a toy and a book bag 
with school supplies. “Live music and 
entertainment will also be provided 
for the children,” stated Senator Díaz. 

The Three Kings Day visit to the 
Bronx will take place on this Saturday, 
January 3, at noon, in Public School #5 
located at 564 Jackson Avenue (corner 
of 149th Street). 

Note: Children must be present in 
order to receive a free toy. 

  For more information, contact 
Leila Martinez at (718) 991-3161.

Safety Net Project

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
announces that the MetroCard Mobile 
Van will visit the Throggs Neck sec-
tion.  

The van will be parked at the curb 
in front of the aassemblyman’s offi ce, 
located at 3602 E. Tremont Avenue, on 
Friday, January 9, between the hours 
of 1 to 3 p.m.

The MetroCard Mobile Van en-
ables:

• Senior citizens 65 years of age or 
older to apply for Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card and receive a temporary card on 
the spot (Bring proof of age such as a 

Medicare card and valid photo identi-
fi cation);

• People with disabilities that qual-
ify, and who present a Medicare card 
and valid photo ID such as a driver’s 
license to apply for Reduced-Fare Met-
roCard;

• Daily riders to add money to their 
Reduced-Fare MetroCard; and

• Everyone to get all MetroCard 
questions answered.

For further information, call as-
semblyman Benedetto’s offi ce at (718) 
892-2235 

Benedetto schedules
MetroCard Van visit
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Public School 83 Public School 83 

Holiday Food Drive

1. Andre Almeda helps move the food from the school to the side-
walk for pick up.
2. Students, faculty, community leaders and police offi cers from 
the 49th Precinct.
3. Gabriel Figueroa and Desmond Cordovez haul the food from the 
school to the sidewalk for pick up.4. Joe Thompson helps organize the food and prepare for pick up 
by offi cers from the 49th Precinct.  Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

BY JAIME WILLIAMS

Police offi cers from the 49th Precinct arrived at P.S. 83 

on Monday, December 22, to pick up food collected by the 

school and bring it back to the precinct in preparation for 

distribution to those less fortunate in the community.

P.S. 83 collected about 8.000 pounds of food as part of 

the annual holiday food drive conducted by the 49th Pre-

cinct Community Council. 

. 83 
the 
for 

of 
e-

1

2

3
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Thank you GuildNet.

Dealing with a loved one’s long term illness 
can mean handling a lot of hassles, like filling 
out paperwork. GuildNet’s long term care 

plans take away the hassles so your loved 
one can stay safe at home.  

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040

TTY 800-662-1220

or visit  

www.GuildNetNY.org

Taking away the 
hassles brought 
back Mom’s smile.

S eniors who are bilingual 
and have spoken two or 
more languages since 

their youth may have cogni-
tive advantages over adults 
who have only spoken one lan-
guage their entire lives.

A new study headed by 
Brian Gold, a neuroscientist 
at the University of Kentucky 
College of Medicine, which 
was published in the journal 
Neuroscience, found that bi-
lingualism leads to height-
ened mental skills. In the 
study, participants were di-
vided into three groups: bi-
lingual seniors, monolingual 
seniors, and younger adults. 
Each group was instructed 
to sort colors and shapes in a 
series of simple cognitive ex-
ercises. The researchers used 
a brain imaging technique 
to compare how well the sub-
jects switched between mental 
tasks. The results indicated 
there were different patterns 
of brain activity among the 
groups when the tasks were 
being completed.

The patterns showed that 
bilingual seniors were able to 
switch between tasks and acti-
vate their brains in a manner 
closer to the younger subjects. 
They didn’t have to expend 
much effort, and they out-per-
formed their peers who were 
monolingual. The research-
ers surmised the bilingual se-
niors were using their brains 
more effi ciently.

Other studies have shown 
bilingualism pays even more 
dividends, including improved 
cognitive function in those 
suffering from Alzheimer’s 
disease. A study titled “Life-
long Bilingualism Maintains 
Neural Effi ciency for Cogni-
tive Control in Aging,” found 
that even though seniors who 
spoke dual languages had 
more brain atrophy due to Al-
zheimer’s, they were still able 
to function better than indi-
viduals with lower levels of 
atrophy who spoke one lan-
guage. Researchers believe 
that being bilingual strength-
ens the brain’s capacity for do-

ing work, even if it is working 
at a defi cit.

The jury is still out as to 
whether learning a second lan-
guage or moving to a foreign 
country as an adult can provide 
the same level of cognitive ad-
vantage as being bilingual from 
childhood. However, learning a 
new language can help keep the 
brain sharp. Many experts now 
believe learning a second lan-
guage is no harder when you’re 
getting on in years than when 
you’re a child. 

There are different meth-
ods to learning a new lan-
guage:

• Foreign language tapes
• Grammar and vocabulary 

books from a child’s foreign 
language class

• A foreign language tutor
• Vocabulary index cards
• Moving to a foreign coun-

try and learning through im-
mersion

Urging children to learn a 
new language or learning as 
an adult can have profound ef-
fects on mental abilities.  

Cognitive ability better among bilingual seniors

Seniors who have been bilingual since childhood have cognitive advan-
tages over those who only speak one language.
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 2014 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Planned Service Changes

6
10PM to 5AM
Mon to Fri
Jan 5 – 9, 12 – 16

No trains between Hunts Point Av and 125 St 
Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

6 service operates in two sections:
 1. Between Pelham Bay Park and Hunts Point Av.

  2. Between 125 St and Brooklyn Bridge. 

Travel Alternatives: 
and/or 125 St.

Note: 5

Stay Informed

visit mta.info
use TripPlanner+
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Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

BEFORE

AFTER

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Bronx
neighborsneighbors

PROFILE

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A longtime Bronx River resident 

continues to be the ‘eyes and ears’ 
for his section of the community.

James Graham, the Tenant Pa-
trol Program founder at Bronx 
River Houses, has been patrolling 
and servicing the housing complex 
since 1979. Thirty-fi ve years later, 
he’s still working to continuously 
improve the cleanliness and safety 
of his complex.

Originally born on Brook Av-
enue in Claremont Village in the 
late 1940s, Graham graduated 
from James Monroe High School 
in the late 1960s before moving to 
Georgia. In the late 1970’s, just as 
Ed Koch was being elected mayor 
of New York City, James Graham 
moved back to the Bronx - this time 
calling the Bronx River Houses his 
home.

While living in the Bronx River 
Houses, a group of nine, 14-story 
buildings with almost 1,250 apart-
ments that was built in 1950, lo-
cated on East 174th Street and Har-
rod Avenue, just off of Bronx River 
Avenue, Graham founded the Ten-
ant Patrol Program for the hous-
ing complex, after seeing unclean 
and unsafe scenarios take place in 
the location in which he took a lot 
of pride in.

As the head of the Tenant Patrol 
Program, Graham was responsible 
for increasing safety in the Bronx 
River Houses by recommending 
mandatory sign-ins for guests, sup-
porting security cameras for lob-
bies and elevators and pushing for 
steel, bulletproof glass windows in 
the building, while also creating 
easier ways for the tenants patrol to 
communicate with police offi cers 
in dire situation - all attributes that 
were not present at the Bronx River 
Houses before he moved there and 
started the position.

“Before the 1980s, crime and 
robberies were at a high, nobody 
had to sign into these buildings and 
residents were scared to commute 
to and from their homes in the area 
of the (Bronx River) houses,” said 
Graham. “In present day, I know 
that residents can tell you from 
their personal experiences that 
crime is down in this neighborhood 
compared to what it once was - and 
this is a fact.”

By the early 1990s, every build-
ing in Bronx River Houses was 
equipped with bulletproof glass 
windows and cameras in the lob-
bies and elevators - NYCHA invest-
ments that Graham described as 

‘expensive but worth it.’
“Although these items were 

pricey, the investments were worth 
it because in this building complex, 
the residents feel safe - safer than 
they’ve ever been,” said Graham. 
“Nowadays, every building in the 
Bronx wants the cameras and bul-
letproof windows because they pro-
vide safety.”

James Graham is also responsi-
ble for the cleanliness of the build-
ings, which has also improved since 
his tenure began. 

Along with other tenants, Gra-
ham swept and mopped, while rid-
ding the hallways of garbage and 
debris. He also installed new lights 
in the hallways, eliminating the 
dark and dreary hallway setting 
that is typical in many affordable 
housing complexes.

“Affordable housing, ghetto, 
projects - those are words I like to 
steer clear from when referring to 
the Bronx River Houses, because 
this housing complex is not that,” 
said Graham. “The stereotypes of 
the projects are that there is crime, 
robbery, use of drugs and violence - 
this housing complex is something 
way different.”

James Graham, Tenant Patrol Program 
founder at the Bronx River Houses, 
stands in the lobby of 1435 Harrod Av-
enue, one of the nine buildings in the 
housing complex. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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The Cardinal Spellman High School community made Christmas a little more joyous for 
140 children thanks to the school’s Annual Give-A-Gift Program. Through the organization 
and hard work of Student Government, many needy children received clothing and toys 
this Christmas. Local charitable organizations provided the names of children, along with 
their ages and sizes, to Student Government. Senators coordinated the information with 
homerooms, and everyone worked to provide each child with clothing and toys specially 
purchased for him or her. Administrators, Teachers, and Staff also contributed to the effort. 
Gifts were individually wrapped and personally addressed to each child for Christmas. Ms. 
Rosado, Moderator of Student Government, and the Spellman Senators sorted and orga-
nized more than 280 presents. The students, through their generosity, once again made the 
Give-A-Gift program a success.

(Above) Spellman students organizing donations to Give-a-Gift: Front: Tiffany Creary 
and Justin Henry. Back: Keith Guerrant, Logan Johnson, Kristen McMonagle, Jamie Reilly, 
and Denesha Johnson. Not Pictured: Jose Galvan. 

Spellman Give-A-Gift For Christmas

The City Island Theater Group will 
hold auditions for Outside Mullingar, 
by John Patrick Shanley, directed by 
Nick Sala.

The Story: Anthony and Rosemary 
are two introverted misfi ts straddling 
40. Anthony has spent his entire life on 
a cattle farm in rural Ireland, a state of 
affairs that due to his painful shyness 
suits him well. Rosemary lives right 
next door, determined to have him, 
watching the years slip away. With 
Anthony’s father threatening to disin-
herit him and a land feud simmering 
between their families, Rosemary has 
every reason to fear romantic catastro-
phe. But then, in this very Irish story 
with a surprising depth of poetic pas-
sion, these yearning, eccentric souls 
fi ght their way towards solid ground 
and some kind of happiness.

 Seeking: 
Tony Reilly (Male - late 60’s early 

70’s) Proud Irish man, strong-willed, 
stubborn.  Has a rough edge but also 
some charm.  He is tough on Anthony.  

 Anthony Reilly (Male – Late 30’s 
early 40’s) Tony’s son.  Hardworking, 
practical, quiet, slightly introverted.  

More of a loner. Sensitive.  Looks out 
for his Dad.  He has many layers.     

 Aiofe Muldoon (Female – late 60’s 
early 70’s) Rosemary’s mom.  Just wid-
owed.  Just like Tony, very old school.  
Wants Rosemary to be happy. Wise 
Irish woman.

 Rosemary Muldoon (Female – 
late 30’s early 40’s) Slightly younger 
then Anthony. Aiofe’s daughter.  Out-
spoken, rough on the outside.  Always 
loved Anthony but never acted on it. 

 Note: The story takes place in Kil-
lucan Ireland. Performers must be 
able to speak with an Irish accent.  If 
you can do an Irish accent, please be 
prepared to at the audition.

 Auditions are held on Friday, Janu-
ary 9 at 7:45 p.m. and Saturday, Janu-
ary 10 at 2 p.m. at Grace Hall, 116 City 
Island Avenue.

Perfromance dates are Friday, Feb-
ruary 27; Saturday, February 28; Fri-
day, March 6; and Saturday, March 7, 
at 8 p.m. and Sunday, March 1 and Sun-
day, Marcy 8 at 3 p.m.

For more information email: audi-
tions@cityislandtheatergroup.com or 
call 718-885-3066.

City Island Theater auditions

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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OWEN DOLEN CELEBRATIONNYISE HOLIDAY CONCERT

CALVARY HOSPITAL HOSTED CAFE NOELMILESTONE BIRTHDAY

ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SHOW

Mrs. Claus with Owen Dolen manager Kathleen Walker-
Pickney. Photos by Laura StoneIsrael Aviles, Armanie Aviles and Maylani Aviles.

Students from the New York Institute of Special Education  per-
formed holiday songs for faculty and family.  
 Photo courtesy of the NYISE

Owen Dolen Recreation Center hosted a holiday party on Fri-
day, December 19.  The event featured music, a holiday sing 
along and a vist from Santa bearing gifts.  

Students from the New York Institute of Special Education, lo-
cated at 999 Pelham Parkway North, hosted an annual holiday 
concert on Thursday, December 11.
At the concert, 125 students with visual impairments and emo-
tional needs performed a variety of holiday songs for faculty 
and family.  

The NYPD Emerald Society performs.  
 Photos courtesy of Calvary Hospital

A bagpipe band performs.

Calvary Hospital hosted Cafe Noel, its annual holiday party for patients and families, on Wednesday, December 18. The 
evening has been sponsored for 38 consecutive years by the Bronx Restaurant and Tavern Owners Association. The 
NYPD Emerald Society’s Bagpipers and Santa Claus were the evening’s attractions.  

Bronxite Marie Serretta recently turned 105, and staff and resi-
dents at Providence Rest helped her celebrate the milestone on 
Friday, December 19.  

On the evenings of Monday, December 15 and the following night, St. Raymond Elementary School held its annual 
Christmas show inside in the school’s auditorium. This year’s theme focused on faith, love, friendship, time and nature, 
the gifts which matter most as students sang their hearts out to the audience from a selection of 40 yuletide tunes. 
Prior to the evening’s festive event, students rehearsed for their debut appearance.   

‘Christmas Trees’: Madison Frye, Sofi a Rivera, and 
Precious Love.  Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

Providence Rest administrator Susan Steinberg helps Marie Ser-
retta cut her birthday cake.
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Dang (l) and Rosario at the event.  Photo courtesy of Aquanis

Aquinas High School juniors Rosalie 
Dang and Chelsea Rosario won fi rst 
place in the 2nd Annual Columbia 
University Young Doctors Science 
Competition on Saturday, December 
6, the school reports. Students were 
required to make a 3-D model of the 
digestive system and a poster board 
presentation of a disease of the diges-
tive system.  Rosalie and Chelsea’s 
3-D model was life size and they fo-
cused on Zollinger-Ellison Syndrome, 
a disease which results in tumors that 
form in the pancreas and duodenum. 
Rosalie and Chelsea’s presentation 
included an interactive video compo-
nent. The two girls are students in an 
AP Biology class.  

AQUAINAS STUDENTS IN SCIENCE COMPETITION

VILLA MARIA FUNDRAISER

Santa Claus with Eduardo Medrano and Gabriel Me-
drano.  Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Erisa Lorja, Senka Lorja, Santa Claus, Lorena Lorja, Ariana 
Lorja and Mom Gina Lorja share in the festive holiday season.   

One of the bake sale fundraisers for CGS.  
 Photo courtesy of Villa Maria Academy

The White Plains Road Business Improvement District saw 
Santa Claus greet shoppers and locals during the lead up to 
Christmas. Santa Claus hit the streets to spread holiday cheer 
on Saturday, December 13; Sunday, December 14; Saturday, De-
cember 20; and Sunday, December 21. 

Villa Maria Academy’s National Junior Honor Society recently 
held a fundraiser for Catholic Guardians Services (catholic-
guardian.org). The students in the society were able to raise 
over $2,100 for the charity through bake sales, a dress down 
day, collection during school basketball games, and parent 
donations. Rose Burkhart, an 8th grade teacher, is the lead-
er of the school’s chapter of NJHS and helps coordinate all 
events.  

(l to r) Assemblyman Marcos Crespo with Graciela Crespo, As-
semblymember Luis Sepulveda, and 45th Precinct community 
affairs offi cer Marivel Guerra. Photos by Aracelis Batista

The 43rd Precinct Community Council with police offi cers and explor-
ers.

The 43rd Precinct Community Council hosted a Children’s Christmas Party for neighborhood kids in need. 
They celebrated at the Sonia Sotomayor Community Center in the Bronx River Houses.

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj hosted a holiday party at Don 
Conqui on City Island Tuesday, December 23. 

GJONAJ’S HOLIDAY PARTY

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj(c) surrounded by friends for 
the holidays.  Photo by Walter Pofeldt

43RD PCT. COMMUNITY COUNCIL CHILDREN’S PARTY

SANTA VISITS WHITE PLAINS ROAD BID

Kids from P.S.65.
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ORNAMENT DECORATING WITH VACCA KINGS HARBOR MULTICARE ANNUAL SHOW

PRIMAVERA ITALIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY PARTY
The Primavera Italian Language Program held their Annual Christmas Party on Saturday, December 20. At the event, which was made possible with funds provided by Congressman 
Crowley, Senator Jeff Klein, Councilman James Vacca, the Molisse family, the Zigrossi family and Gene DiNapoli, the students enjoyed a meal and received a Christmas stocking fi lled with 
goodies. Students also sang Christmas carols and Italian songs.

Students from the Primavera Italian Language Program enjoyed the holiday festivities at their Annual Christmas Party.  Photo courtesy of Primavera Italian Language Program

Councilman James Vacca with neighborhood kids at BREW Coffeehouse.
 Photo courtesy of Jimmy Vacca’s offi ce The choral group performs.  Photo courtesy of Kings Harbor

Councilman James Vacca attended an ornament decorating event held for 
locals at BREW Coffeehouse in Throggs Neck on Sunday, December 21.

Kings Harbor Multcare Center put on its annual holiday show on Thursday, December 18. The Kings Har-
bor Players, headed by therapeutic recreation leaders Kim Wilson and Carina Pacheco, led residents in 
singing traditional and modern holiday tunes for the nursing facility. They also enacted the ‘three kings’ 
entering the manger. 
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We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS

AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461
FREE FAST DELIVERY

 

F: 718 597-4995 
T: 718 597-4992 

T: 718 597-4993  
T: 718 597-4994

FIND US ON:

76
RRR

17
FRFRR

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

Happy and Healthy Holidays

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena LoCicero
Funeral Director
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Last week, the members of Division 3 of the Bronx County Ancient Order of Hibernians 
celebrated at the Annual County Dinner at Rory Dolans. Those in attendance included 
Division 3 president Joseph McManus and county board president Bob Nolan, among 
others. 

Senator Jeff Klein attended the third annual Throggs Neck Houses Toy Donation on Tuesday, December 23  to give holiday 
gifts to children and their families.  Toys were presented at the Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club where children enjoyed refresh-
ments, snacks and holiday treats, including Christmas cupcakes before Santa arrived to help hand out gifts.

BJ’s Wholesale Club donated $6,000 to Toys for Tots in 
the Bronx recently, in time for the holiday season.  In De-
cember, BJ’s Wholesale Club hosted a Pin-to-Give chari-
table campaign on its Pinterest page. Followers were 
asked to re-pin their favorite toys from BJ’s Pin-to-Give 
board. The toys with the most re-pins were donated to 
local Toys for Tots campaign sites throughout the chain 
totaling $35,000.

KLEIN ATTENDS THROGGS NECK HOUSES TOY DONATION

HIBERNIANS ANNUAL COUNTY DINNER

BJ’S GIVES TOYS FOR TOTS

Senator Jeff Klein with children of the Kips Bay Boys and Girls Club at the 3rd annual Throggs Neck Houses toy donation.
 Photo courtesy of Jeff Klein’s offi ce

BOLD HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
The Bronx Organization for Learning Differences (BOLD) held its Annual Children’s Holiday 
Celebration at the school’s location, 2885 St. Theresa Avenue, on Thursday, December 18.
At the event, preschoolers, along with parents and teachers, enjoyed each others company 
while taking part in the holiday celebration. Preschool students also had a chance to meet 
and receive presents from Santa Clause, which were donated by Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Preschoolers from BOLD celebrated the holiday festivities with Santa, parents and teacher.

Santa and a BOLD preschool student celebrate the holiday festivities. 
 Photo s courtesy of Bronx Organization for Learning Differences (BOLD)

Last week, (l-r) Division 3 president Joseph McManus, county board Ppesident Bob Nolan 
and country offi cers Sean McCarthy, Dennis Gallagher and Pat O’Rourke celebrated with 
other members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians and county offi cials at Rory Dolans.
 Photo courtesy of Bronx County Ancient Order of Hibernians

Team members from the BJ’s Wholesale Club at 610 Exte-
rior Street stand with Ricardo Balderama of the US Marine 
Corps. Photo courtesy BJ’s Wholesale Club
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Edward G. Robinson lived in the Bx.
Edward G. Robinson would rank 

high among the old-time actors with 
the strongest connection to the Bronx.  

Not only did he live here, but he 
also performed his military service 
here while in the United States Navy 
during World War I.  

He served at the Pelham Bay Train-
ing Center located on Rodman’s Neck 
from 1917 to 1919.  There were 481 
buildings there and about 16,000 men 
trained on its 225 acres.  

Robinson had asked George M. Co-
han to use his infl uence to get him into 
the Secret Service but his commission 
didn’t come through until the war was 
over so he turned it down.  In the in-
terim, he performed clerical duties 
and peeled potatoes.  

Robinson was born Emanuel Gold-
enberg at 671 Strada Cantemier in the 
Jewish quarter of Bucharest, Romania 
on December 12, 1893.  He was the fi fth 
of six boys born to Moses and Sarah 
Goldenberg.  

Like many other families, they im-
migrated to America piecemeal with 
the oldest son going fi rst, followed by 
the second son.  Then their father came 
and after a couple of years, he sent for 
the rest of the family.  

They settled on Broome Street on 
the Lower East Side and a number of 
years later when Morris was able to 
buy his secondhand store in the Bronx, 

he moved the family to 835 East 152nd 
Street.  

Emanuel attended Townsend Har-
ris High School, a precursor to City 
College, graduating in 1910 along with 
Songwriter’s Hall of Fame inductee 
Irving Caesar who is remembered for 
a host of hit songs such as “Tea for 
Two.”  

Robinson continued on in City Col-
lege joining the Elizabethan Society 
where he began to hone his acting 
skills.  

By this time he had given up on 
dreams to become a lawyer or rabbi 
and dropped out of college and the 
stage became his full-time pursuit.  

He changed his name to Edward 
G. Robinson while still in college and 
became known as Eddie rather than 
Manny by all except his family.

Robinson started his career on 
stage and appeared in a few silent 
fi lms but his great success came with 
the “talkies.”  

He was especially powerful in gang-

ster roles and made a big name for him-
self when he starred in Little Caesar.  

He played the part of Rico Bandello 
with such force that it caused produc-
ers and fans to think of him as a tough 
guy.  

In real life he was polished, poised 
and a patron of the arts.  He was also 
a linguist speaking at least seven lan-
guages fl uently. 

He performed in over a hundred 
fi lms but most people seem to remem-
ber him in Key Largo with Humphrey 
Bogart or in one of his dramatic roles 
such as his portrayal of Barton Keyes 
in Double Indemnity or as Wanley, the 
meek professor, in The Woman in the 
Window.  

He had a long and varied career and 
passed away on January 26, 1973 at age 
79.  He was living with his second wife, 
Jane Robinson, at 910 Rexford Drive in 
Beverly Hills at the time.  

He overcame a lot of obstacles to 
succeed in show business including 
his small stature.  He was just a little 

over 5’ 5” tall.  
His greatest asset was his stead-

fastness and what I call chutzpah.  Per-
haps he learned a little of that from his 
years in the Bronx.  

Nick DiBrino stands in the doorway of Ed-
ward G. Robinson’s family home at 835 East 
152nd Street in the Bronx.  I took the photo 
on December 3, 2010 and the building hasn’t 
changed much after all these years.

We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.

REPRINTED FROM 1/6/2011
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BY THOMAS X. CASEY
The Huntington Free Library and 

Reading Room to announces The East 
Bronx History Forum will host a spe-
cial Super Bowl event and Bronx 100 
Exhibit on Saturday January 10 at 11 
a.m., at the Huntington Free Library, 
next to Apple Bank on Westchester 
Square.

As we ring in the New Year, it is al-
ways a time to look ahead, but it is also 
a time to refl ect on our past.

Football will also be front and cen-
ter as family and friends share the hol-
iday season rooting for their favorite 
team.  Who will the friends and mem-
bers of The East Bronx History Forum 
and The Huntington Free Library and 
Reading Room be rooting for in the Su-
per Bowl and the various college Bowl 
games?  You will have to ask the Pro-
fessor, Professor Victor Mastro! 

Professor Victor Mastro will lead 
a presentation and lecture titled “The 
Bronx, The Super Bowl “at the Hun-

tington Free Library, 9 Westchester 
Square Bronx NY.   Professor Mastro 
will reveal his choices for the players 
and teams to support, because of their 
special connection to the Bronx.   Pro-
fessor Mastro has used his lifetime 
collection of Bronx Football history 
and facts to weave a fun and fascinat-
ing presentation.  Do you know who 
coached the Green Bay Packers to 
victory in Super Bowl I & II?  Do you 
know what Bronx school and position 
he played?  Hint: “The Seven Blocks of 
Granite”.

 Victor Mastro is a Hudson County 
Community College Professor, a for-
mer Bronx history teacher and native 
Bronx resident.  He has researched 
many Bronx topics and has used his 
skill as an artist to bring art and his-
tory together.  Professor Mastro has 
made numerous presentations at 
Bronx libraries using his original col-
lages to illustrate his lectures. Mem-
bers and guests can also participate 

with their own Bronx football facts.
 Please view the East Bronx History 

Forum web page at BronxNYC.com for 

details and follow us on Facebook
Come for Bronx Football or to see 

the Bronx 100 Exhibit.

East Bronx History Forum upcoming event

U.S. Postal Service Stamp, Vince Lombardi issued  August 5, 1997.

Action
Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
In response to a recent CO-

MACTA article advocating ad-
equate resources for Ameri-
ca’s defense, a reader asked an 
important question.  He noted 
that the US is said to spend 
more than our adversaries 
combined, and that that should 
be enough.

The devil is in the details.
First, the U.S. has a free 

press, and almost every penny 
spent on defense is widely re-
ported, except for some clas-
sifi ed operations. Signifi cant 
portions of military spending 
by Russia, China, Iran and 
North Korea are completely 
hidden. Much of the income 
of China, for example, comes 
from sources that are not even 

considered part of the govern-
ment, since the People’s Liber-
ation Army owns many “pri-
vate” companies.

Second, the American de-
fense budget includes many 
vastly expensive personnel 
items that are not even consid-
ered part of the military bud-
gets of our adversaries, such as 
the benefi ts given to veterans.

Third, the U.S. military 
spends a great deal of time, 
money, and resources on mat-
ters that are not strictly part 
of the national defense of the 
U.S., such as relief in the wake 
of international disasters.  Has 
anyone seen vast numbers of 
personnel, equipment, or funds 
expended by Russia, China, 
Iran, or North Korea on such 
endeavors? Would anyone truly 

trust leaving peacekeeping to 
those nations?

Finally, America’s responsi-
bilities hugely outweigh that of 
other nations.  Since 1945, there 
has been no world war, largely 
because the overwhelming 
power of the United States pre-
vented one from starting.  How 
much is that worth? As Amer-
ica, during the past six years, 
has reduced its armed forces 
(which had already been sub-
stantially cut; for example, 

since 1990, the Navy has been 
reduced from 600 ships to 284) 
and became less active in lead-
ing the world, the planet has 
become a far more dangerous 
pace.

Due to budget cuts already 
in place, almost all American 
tanks have been withdrawn 
from Europe, the Navy will 
have no signifi cant carrier 
presence in East Asia for the 
fi rst half of 2015, and many 
key personnel have been dis-
missed, including U.S. Army 
majors and Navy chief petty of-
fi cers.

Our nuclear deterrent is in-
creasingly obsolete and unreli-
able.  For the fi rst time in the 
atomic age, the Russians have 
both an equal number of stra-
tegic nuclear weapons (theirs, 

however, are more up-to-date) 
and a ten to one advantage in 
tactical nuclear weapons.

By the end of 2015, if cur-
rent cuts go into effect, North 
Korea’s army will be larger 
than America’s. China’s navy 
could become the most power-
ful force in the region. Russia’s 
nuclear patrols around both 
the continental U.S. as well as 
our bases overseas will go un-
answered.

Increasingly, the defense 
budget consumes less and less 
of the national budget, cur-
rently accounting for approxi-
mately 19% of all federal spend-
ing.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; radio broadcasts amfm247.
com, comactainc.com. 

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
 Hello all!
 This is the last column of 

2014 and it’s a short one.
I would like to thank all the 

volunteers and supporters of 
this post for their help, dona-
tions and loyalty.

We have been to the VA 
Hospital for two BBQs and a 
Christmas Party. We donated 
foodstuffs to  a church in the 

south Bronx to be used in 
their soup kitchen. We sup-
ported Boy’s State, a program 
that sends a high school ju-
nior from an upstate college to 
learn how laws are enacted in 
Albany. We helped returning 
vets to get the help they may 
need to get back into the work 
force. We helped vets get the 
health care they needed at the 
VA. So we’re kinda busy but 

lovin’ it.
Take it easy celebrating 

this New Year’s Eve and have 
fun.

Trivia Time!!
On January 1, 1818, Fran-

kenstein was published.
On the same date in 1863, 

the Emancipation Proclama-
tion went into effect.

January 1, 1892 saw the 
opening of Ellis Island, and yes, 
I know the fi rst person to enter 
the USA, it was Annie Moore.

The Bronx became a 
County in 1914, yes, January 

1.
On the same date in 1934, 

Guardia became Mayor of 
New York City.

Look what you can learn 
hanging with this column. 
Once again many thanks to 
Joe Cusimano for his trivia 
trove.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God Bless.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
In a continuing attempt to 

get dates correct, I am pleased 
to invite all Legionnaires to 
the Bronx County meeting 
which has been changed to 
Wednesday, January 7. That’s 
at the L.H. Hawkins Post on 
City Island Avenue, at 7:30 p.m.  
Korony Post 253 will meet on 

the 3rd Sunday in January at 
American Turners, 10:30 a.m. 
for coffee, 11 a.m. meeting, 
noon festive gathering. 

Max provided a great spread 
at the Turner Club for our 87th 
Annual Christmas Party for 
members and their guests.  Re-
ports prior to the party refl ect 
our accomplishments:

Membership is a bit ahead 
of scheduled.  Please encourage 

buddies to pay as we attempt to 
again reach 100%.  Completion 
of the Gen. Colin Powell mural 
in the Allerton Avenue section 
of the Bronx was a diffi cult, 
but worthwhile Americanism 
accomplishment. On the chil-
dren and youth part of our mis-
sion, the Cmdr. Joe Mazzariello 
Christmas Toy Drive was a suc-

cess with many toys and even 
some turkey dinners provided 
to veteran’s families, churches 
and missions in need.  

Have a safe New Years Eve!
Until next time: A bird will 

spend his life eating little ants, 
but when he dies, the ants will 
eat him!  
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BY KENNETH KEARNS
Throughout 2014, Community 

Board 10 has been in the forefront of 
issues such as having additional po-
lice offi cers join the 45th Precinct; 
conducting job outreach services 
with our partners in the New York 
State Department of Labor; advocat-
ing for cleaner and safer parks with 
amenities, such as rest rooms; in-
frastructure improvement for road-
ways and sewers; the extension of af-
ter school programs, advocacy for a 
Bronx animal shelter; changes to the 
city’s zoning regulations, preserving 
our neighborhood’s character and 
engaging in a ground-breaking study 
of the board’s water bound commu-
nities, to ensure that those commu-
nities are safe from storm surges.  
These are but a few of the endeavors, 
that the board has been engaged in 
throughout the year.  

As an agency of the City of New 
York’s government, the volun-
teer members of this board repre-
sent the communities of Country 
Club, Throggs Neck, Pelham Bay, 
City Island, Co-op City, Zerega and 
Westchester Square.     

Our members are your neighbors, 
who work with our partners in gov-
ernment, the elected offi cials and 
the various governmental agencies 
to ensure that our communities re-
ceive excellent public services.  Our 
board is your board and we serve 
as your advocates. Applications are 
currently being accepted for mem-
bership.  Please contact the Bronx 
borough president’s offi ce at (718) 
590-3914 or download the application 
at bronxboropres.nyc.gov. The dead-
line for the submission of applica-
tions is February 6.

In January, all homeowners will 
receive a Notice of Property Value 
from the New York City Department 
of Finance or (NOPV).  This notice 
provides the owner with the proper-
ty’s market and assessed values, as of 
January 5, 2015 and a detailed prop-
erty description. It also contains in-
formation on how the city determines 
the property’s value according to 
state law, and provides information 
on how to challenge assessments or 
change property descriptions, if the 
owner feels that they are incorrect.  
Additional information can be ob-
tained by contacting (212) 602-7004.

Many consumers these days pre-
fer to shop on line.  Here are some 
tips for on line shopping: Secure your 
computer and mobile device by con-
fi rming your anti-virus and spyware, 
fi rewall programs are running; limit 
your shopping to trusted merchants; 
secure your on-line transactions by 
making sure that the ‘lock’ icon and 
‘https’ appear in the browser URL 
window; use strong passwords that 
you will remember, this type of pass-
word contains a mixture of numbers 
and letters both uppercase and lower-
case. Avoid using passwords that you 
would use for other types of accounts; 
never send your personal fi nancial 
information to anyone; do not use 

public computers, like 
the ones in libraries, 
to conduct sensitive 
transactions; ignore 
pop-ups messages; pay 
by credit card, as op-
posed to debit card.  
Credit cards are pro-
tected by the Fair Credit Billing Act, 
and  credit card  use will protect you 
from fraudulent charges, and always 
keep good records of on-line pur-
chases.    

With visions of the coming sum-
mer, the New York City Department 
of Parks and Recreation has an-
nounced the opening of its free life-
guard training course.  Completion 
of 40 hour course can lead to a pay-
ing position with the department, 
as a lifeguard at one eight munici-
pally owned and operated beaches, 
or at one of the f55 pools in the city. 
The starting salary is at least $13.57 
per hour with most Lifeguards earn-
ing $651.36 for a 48-hour, 6-day work 
week. Prospective applicants for the 
Municipal Lifeguard Training Pro-
gram must meet the following re-
quirements: be 16 years of age at the 
time of employment; have eyesight no 
worse than 20/30 in one eye and 20/40 
in the other, and be able to swim 50 
yards in 35 seconds, using proper 
form. The qualifying test is offered in 
December and January and the test 
sites can be obtained by contacting 
http://www.nyc.gov/parks.  Those 
accepted into the program will ac-
quire 40 hours of lifeguarding skills, 
rescue techniques, fi rst aid and CPR 
training, over a 16-week period. 

If you are 17-24 years of age, a New 
York City resident, court involved 
(probation, parole or alternatively 
sentenced), formerly incarcerated, 
unemployed, out of school, homeless 
and are committed to obtaining your 
high school diploma and want solid 
career skills, The SoBro Transfor-
mation Academy Program may be 
for you. It is an alternative educa-
tion workforce and leadership pro-
gram for people who have not com-
pleted high school. Contact Manny 
Rivera, outreach coordinator at mri-
vera@sobro.org or call (718) 732-7619. 
Interested parties can also visit So-
Bro on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. at 555 Bergan Avenue, 3rd 
Floor.  

Elder Abuse is an ongoing prob-
lem in our borough and city, in gen-
eral.  It can take the form of a rela-
tive manipulating a senior citizen’s 
bank accounts and pensions for their 
own benefi t, physically, sexually and 
emotionally abusing an elder and de-
nying access for the elder, to friends 
and relatives or neglecting the elder.  
There now is a resource in our bor-
ough to help victims of elder abuse 
in the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Center for Elder Abuse at the Hebrew 
Home in Riverdale. This program 
was introduced to our board and the 
northeast Bronx by Councilmember 
James Vacca, and is available to se-

nior citizens and 
their advocates, of-
fering a host of pro-
grams that feature 
legal counseling for 
civil cases, place-
ment in safe envi-
ronment at center’s 

emergency shelter for victims, fi nan-
cial support, and training for medi-
cal providers, lawyers, social work-
ers and building service personnel, 
on the signs of elder abuse. The cen-
ter maintains a referral hotline at 
800.56Senior (800) 567-3646 or visit 
them on line at www.weinberg –cen-
ter.org or www.hebrewhome.org.  

It has been often stated that the 
strength of the city is found in its com-
munities.  We in CB 10 are endowed 
by the presence of many fi ne commu-
nity and homeowner organizations 
that help us maintain the quality of 
life in our community board.  During 
the holiday season many of these or-
ganizations provide organized activi-
ties, where we as a community come 
together to celebrate.  Among these 

organizations are the Throggs Neck 
Merchants, Westchester Square BID, 
Pelham Bay Merchants, the Water-
bury La Salle Community Associa-
tion and many others, who provide 
free toys and entertainment to the 
public.  We at the board commend 
these organizations and recognize 
them for the many contributions dur-
ing the holiday season and through-
out the year.

      Many of us are truly fortunate 
in having four-legged friends; please 
remember to clean up after your dog. 
It is very important for the health 
of your dog and your neighbors. Be-
sides, there is a $250 fi ne for failing to 
clean up after your pet and violating 
the pooper-scooper law.       

CB 10 is available to assist you 
with your concerns, please feel free to 
contact us at (718) 892-1161 or BX10@
cb.nyc.gov. 

Please feel free to visit our offi ce 
at 3165 E. Tremont Avenue. 

Visit our website at  www.nyc.
gov/bronxcb10. We are open fi ve days 
a week between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.   

BY MICHAEL 
P. MCNERNEY

The Country Club 
Civic Association 
would like to thank all 
of the individuals who 
helped to make our 
meeting on Wednes-
day, December 17, one of our most 
successful congregations thus far. 
Not only did this gathering serve 
as our monthly meeting, but also as 
our fi rst annual holiday celebration. 
After a brief session of reports, our 
members came together to enjoy each 
others company in a simple, yet fes-
tive environment. 

It was wonderful to see how our 
veteran members took advantage of 
this opportunity to welcome some of 
our newer ones. Without that accep-
tance and open-hearted compassion, 
our organization would not be able 
to succeed. Through this networking 
we are able to share with each other 
information that is imperative for 
the good of the community. Some of 
these newer members and homeown-
ers have already proven to be a great 
asset to our community. We look for-
ward to utilizing the expertise, and 
life experiences of these individuals, 
in order to better address any future 
issues or projects. 

We were excited to have Coun-
cilman James Vacca appear as a 
surprise guest speaker. After his 
brief and entertaining presenta-
tion, Vacca remained to engage his 
constituents and their individual 
concerns. We thank him for attend-
ing our gathering, and hope he was 
able to leave with plenty of feedback 
from our members. The councilman 
commended us all for the large turn-
out of people who had attended this 
event!

We also welcomed a couple of local 
businesses. These individuals took 

advantage of an invita-
tion we had provided 
them with to showcase 
their companies. At the 
meeting they were able 
to set up tables present-
ing their business infor-
mation, and examples 

of their work. They were also able to 
receive feedback from some of their 
customers who were in the room that 
evening. We thank them for their in-
volvement, and look forward to a con-
tinued positive working relationship 
with them.  

The greatest thanks and appre-
ciation must be given to our mem-
bers though. The association may 
have laid out the foundation for this 
event, but the membership body is 
what made it so wonderful. The dona-
tion of food and beverage items that 
were brought by them truly added to 
the holiday spirit. The fact that we 
stayed to enjoy those items together, 
further added to that same spirit. We 
hope to be able to build even more on 
this event next year!

At every meeting we are proud 
to make a donation to help cover the 
cost of sending care packages to our 
troops in Afghanistan. At this last 
meeting our donation was the largest 
one we have been able to make thus 
far. We thank all of those who so gen-
erously contributed.

Our next meeting is scheduled for 
January 28, at 7:30 p.m. in the Villa 
Maria Academy Cafeteria. More in-
formation will be provided in future 
columns. Happy New Year to all of 
our readers!

The association can be reached 
via mail at P.O. Box 211, Bronx , N.Y. 
10465, and at (718) 823-1814. 

Please remember, “Take pride in 
your community; Your home extends 
beyond your property line!”
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Fordham Road BID launches app
From page 1

Locust Point real estate development concerns
From page 1

(Right) This vacant land, on an un-
developed section of Longstreet 
Avenue, could see 5 two-family 
homes if a developer gets the vari-
ance it seeks. 
 Community News Group / Photo by 
Patrick Rocchio

the developer should have 
done due diligence when pur-
chasing the property. She 
also raised environmental 
concerns. 

“If you know anything 
about storms and the his-
tory of the area, these homes 
would be a bad investment,” 
she said. 

John Marano, fi rst vice-
chairman of CB 10, said the 
request for a variance will 
fi rst go before the Housing 
and Zoning Committee meet-
ing on Tuesday, January 6 at 
7:30 p.m.. 

Since the individual lots 
are not very wide, Marano 
questions if they will offer 
enough amenities to attract 
buyers, he said. 

Comer’s land-use attor-
ney, Jon Popin of Duane Mor-
ris, said that each of the lots 
has a range of widths, from 
30 to 60 feet, far smaller than 
is normally the case. 

He said that his client is 
merely following city regu-
lations that allow property 
owners to get relief, and 
make a reasonable return 
when the site is too expensive 

to develop. 
“We are doing what any 

property owner would do,” 
he said, adding that they are 
reaching out to the commu-
nity as much as they can and 
hope to gain their support. 

Five houses are needed for 
the developer to earn even a 
modest profi t because of the 
circumstances, he added. 

Belfi ore urges all con-
cerned community members 
to come to the community 
board meeting and make 
their voices heard. 

traffi c on the street.
The app, created by AP-

Prise Mobile, a platform com-
pany that allows any organi-
zation to create a branded 
app of its own in order to be 
able to properly communi-
cate with its particular au-
diences, should be of a big 
help to the community - by 
enabling one-on-one com-
munication between the BID 
and the individuals in which 
they interact with and may 
have a diffi cult time commu-
nicating with.

APPrise Mobile strongly 
believes that this app will be 
successful for the BID and its 
customers, and that the app’s 
creation couldn’t have come 
at a better time.

“One thing that has no-
ticeably changed in the past 
year or two is that everyone 
has a mobile device,” said 
Jeff Corbin, founder and 
CEO of APPrise Mobile. “So 
the question now becomes 
- how does everyone from a 
business standpoint take ad-
vantage of this change? The 
answers are apps or software 
on these mobile devices for 
business, something that the 

Fordham Road BID recog-
nized early on and has really 
pioneered.”

An app providing resi-
dents and visitors with cou-
pons and promotions from 
local retailers can only help 
improve communication and 
increase business activity, 
and according the APPrise 
Mobile, that is the main 
goal.

“At the end of the day, this 
app was created to improve 
communication between the 
individuals who reside, shop 
and work in the Fordham 

Road Business Improvement 
District. That is our mission - 
we help businesses and orga-
nizations connect with their 
desired audience.” said Jeff 
Corbin.

(Right) A screenshot of the new 
Fordham Road BID app ‘Fordham 
Road’ from a mobile device. 
 Photo courtesy of the Fordham Road BID

At the end of the day, this app was 
created to improve communication 
between the individuals who reside, 
shop and work in the Fordham Road 

Business Improovement District. This is 
our mission - we help businesses and 

organizations connect with their desired 
audience.
Jeff Corbin











BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 2-8, 201544    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 2-8, 2015 45  BTR

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The last 365 days brought 

plenty of highlights, produced 
many stars and created memo-
ries to last a lifetime 

Bronx Times Sports Edi-
tor Joseph Staszewski takes a 
look back at the year in Bronx 
high school sports and picks 
the best of the best. Here is 
what stands out from 2014:

Program of the Year: Riv-
erdale 

What a year it was for River-
dale. The Falcons were the bor-
ough’s dominant soccer school 
as its boys’ team claimed its 
fi rst NYSAIS title since 2006. 
The girls reached their second 
straight fi nal, only to fall in 
overtime. The Falcons boys’ 
hoops team made a run at a 
second straight NYSAIS Class 
B title before falling to Dwight 
in the fi nal.  

Boy’s Athlete of the Year: 
Alex Canicatti, Fordham Prep 
boys’ soccer

Fordham Prep has been 
on the cusp of a CHSAA Class 
A city title in recent years. A 
stellar season from Canicatti 
allowed all the pieces to fall 
into place to make it happen. 
He scored 20-plus goals to lead 
the Rams to the Archdiocesan 
and city title and a trip to the 
Catholic state fi nal. 

Girls’ Athlete of the Year: 
Maria Backman, Cardinal 
Spellman girls’ basketball

The Pilots star had the best 
season of her stellar career be-
fore heading to Michigan on a 
full scholarship. Backman, a 
triple-double waiting to hap-
pen, graduated as the school’s 
all-time leading scorer with 
1,604 points and led Spellman 
to the CHSAA Class AA Arch-
diocesan title 

Team of the Year: Field-
ston softball 

Fieldston dominated from 
start to fi nish on its way to an 
undefeated Ivy League title 
and a second straight NYSAIS 
crown. The reign is in the ca-
pable hands of sophomore star 
Temma Levis, one of the city’s 
best all-around players. She, 

Savannah Stern and Caroline 
Susman were a tough trio to 
top.

Coach of Year: Andrew 
Fitzgerald, Riverdale boys’ 
soccer

Four years ago Fitzgerald 
took over a struggling Falcons 
program that did not make the 
playoffs his fi rst year. Gradu-

ally under his patient tutelage 
Riverdale went further and 
further before fi nally winning 
it fi rst NYSAIS crown since 
2006. After the win Fitzgerald 
simply said it was the plan all 
along to get to that level.  

Game of the Year: James 
Monroe baseball beats Grego-
rio Luperon in Monroe tour-

nament fi nal
Johann Paniagua was 

moved up in the lineup and 
produced fi ve RBI. He had a 
two-grand grand slam in the 
fourth to tie the score and a 
run-scoring double in the bot-
tom of the seventh to give the 
Eagles a thrilling 10-9 victory. 

“I knew I was going to let my team down if I didn’t 
play. I just said I just got to suck it up and do 
whatever I can.”
COREY GRANT   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47

Week 17

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

YEAR’S BEST IN BRONX 
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Temma Levis and her Fieldston softball squad were named Team of the Year for 2014 by the Bronx Times. 
 Photo by Alec Jacobson

The kindest thing I can 
pass along is that the season 
is over 

Nathan Eovaldi
Cashman gave up a lot in a 

trade that brought him to NY. 
He’s only 25, so there’s time. 
Last year he threw 199 in-
nings and gave up 223 hits- the 
most in MLB for a starter. His 
K average was low (6.9/9inn) 
for someone with a 96MPH 
fastball- so let’s see. 

“Jet-itty”
The Jets had a GM named 

Izzy,
Who put the team in a 

tizzy,
He drafted all wrong, gave 

away his stars for a song,
Them had his QB, Geno, 

very dizzy!
Jets Suggestion

The Sports Curmudgeon 
forwarded this and it could be 
applied to the team in green, 
“Here is a cogent observation 
from Gregg Drinnan form a 
recent iteration of his blog, 
Keeping Score:

“The Los Angeles Dodgers, 
who are undergoing almost 
a complete makeover, may 
have one of those rare man-
agement groups that chose to 
keep the manager and fi re the 
players.”                                                                                                                                       

 Factfi nders R Us 
The Sports Curmudgeon, 

also, gave his opinion about 
Mueller’s Non-Report, “Last 
week, I asked rhetorically 
what might be taking so long 
for a report by Robert Mueller 
on how the NFL got the “Ray 
Rice Affair” so very wrong. 

Continued on page 47 Continued on page 47
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2014 All-Bronx Boys’ Soccer Honors 
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

It was a banner year of boys’ soccer 
in the Bronx. 

Fordham Prep was arguably New 
York City’s best team. The Rams won 
their fi rst CHSAA Class AA intersec-
tional title since 2007 and reached the 
Catholic State game. Horace Mann 
claimed the Ivy League crown, but 
were edged out by rival Riverdale in 
the NYSAIS title game. It was the Fal-
cons fi rst stare crown since 2006.

Cardinal Spellman won a share of 
its division crown and Mount St. Mi-
chael continued to be top team in the 
CHSAA’s Class A league. Bronx Sci-
ence reclaimed the PSAL Bronx A 
title after two straight second place 
fi nishes. In a season fi lled with mem-
orable moments, here are the people 
who provided a number of them and 
were deemed the best in the borough.  

All-Bronx Boys’ Soccer Player 
of the Year: Alex Canicatti, Fordham 
Prep

On a team fi lled with stars and goal 
scorers the junior forward shined the 
brightest. Canicatti scored more than 
20 goals and was the premier fi nisher 
in the Rams’ offense. He recorded a 
hat trick in the CHSAA intersectional 
semifi nal and had an assist in the state 
title game  

All-Bronx Boys’ Soccer coach of 
the Year: Andrew Fitzgerald, River-
dale

Everything was building toward 
this season for the fourth-year coach 
and Riverdale. Fitzgerald patiently 
and effectively took a program that 
didn’t make the playoffs his fi rst sea-
son all the way to its fi rst NYSAIS ti-
tle since 2006. His belief in his players 
was contagious as his squad improved 
all four years   

All-Bronx Boys’ Soccer First 
Team

M Jeremy Barovick, Riverdale
Barovick was the guy willing to do 

the dirty work for the Falcons as oth-
ers scores the goals and the headlines. 
The senior’s foot skills and strength 
allow him to control play and ignite 

the Riverdale offense. 
D Ryan Friedsam, Riverdale 
The old adage is that defense wins 

championships. Friedsam, a junior, 
proved that correct by being the dy-
namic leader of a defense that did not 
allow a goal in the post season. 

F/M Anton Porter, Mount St. Mi-
chael 

The Mountaineers were a different 
team with Porter in the lineup. After 
missed some games because of injury, 
the senior’s speed, fl are and scoring 
touch made Mount a tough team to de-
fend thanks to his 10 goals. 

M Filip Jovanovic, Bronx Science 
The senior was one of the biggest 

reasons the Wolverines returned to the 
top of the Bronx A division. Jovanovic 
scored seven goals dished out fi ve as-
sists. He had three helpers in a playoff 
win over Brandeis. 

M Ryan Kereley, Fordham Prep
While there were plenty of play-

ers claiming highlights and head-
lines, Kereley just quietly went about 
his business at midfi eld. The senior 
took the Rams set pieces and jumped 
started the offense with his passing. 

M Max Moessner, Fordham Prep
Speed kills and Moessner certainly 

used it to his advantage. The fl eet of 
foot senior continues to be a clutch 
scorer for the Rams, including the win-

ner in the Archdiocesan title game.   
GK Aaron Schien, Horace Mann
Horace Mann as one of the city’s 

most consistent teams, much in part 
to the presence of the four-year starter 
in net. Schien allowed less that a goal a 
game to help Horace Mann win the Ivy 
League crown and reach the NYSAIS 
title game. 

M Michael Stiehr, Horace Mann
The senior was the spark plug of the 

Lions offense and has been through out 
his career. Stiehr’s knack for fi nding 
the back of the net allowed him score 
and create countless big goals to help 
the Lions claim the division crown.

F Tonin Tonaj, Cardinal Spellman
Tonaj was the unquestioned leader 

of the Pilots’ attack. The tall and ath-
letic forward was a tough cover be-
cause of his speed and ability to score 
from seemly anywhere on the fi eld.

F Shavan Russell, Evander Childs
The senior had the best season of 

his three-year career on the varsity. 
Russell recorded a division leading 12 
goals and kicked out fi ve assists to help 
Evander Childs to another strong cam-
paign. 

F Yuheng Wang Riverdale
Wang was a stalwart for the Falcons 

and had knack for scoring big goal. The 
senior, who took many of the team’s set 
pieces, score in the overtime winner in 
a big victory over Poly Prep. 

Honorable Mention 
M Adrian Alarcon, Adlai Stevenson
M Nick Bienen-Esayian, 
Bronx Science 
GK James Brady, Mount 
St. Michael 
F Michael Byfi eld, Horace Mann
GK Kemar Deer, Evander Childs 
F Daniel Fox, Fordham Prep
M Paolo Frazzini-Melendez, 
Fieldstom
GK Ben Gottschalk, Fieldston
F Lamar Hooke, Christopher 
Columbus 
D Shin Mitsuno, Bronx Science
M/D Geo Rodas, Cardinal Spellman
F Rockeem Russell, Mott Haven

Fordham Prep’s Alex Canicatti in the Bronx Times’ All-Bronx Boys’ soccer player of the year.  
 Photo by Robert Cole

BY WINSTON DINKINS
On Saturday, December 27, Mon-

signor Scanlan High School’s Track 
& Field team participated in the 
14th Annual Grinch Games at Ford-
ham University’s Vince Lombardi 
Center.  

The Vince Lombardi Center has 
an in-door 200 meter track.  To my 
knowledge, it may be the only regu-
lation in-door 200 meter track in the 
Bronx.  

The meet was well organized 
and the competition was good.  
Catholic schools and public schools 
competed in this event.  

Most of our athletes never par-
ticipated in a track & fi elds meet 
before. This meet gave them an eye 
opening experience. Medals were 
given to the top three athletes in 
their event/gender. 

 Monsignor Scanlan had seven 
student-athletes (Nicholas Jack-
son, Bryan Vazquez, Alyah Light-
bourne, Samanthe DelosSantos, Jo-
seph Santos, Darbby Gonzalez, and 
Javon Wilson) competing.  

In the Boys Varsity Division, 
Javon was our top boy student-ath-
lete, he fi nished 10th in the 200 me-
ters and 18th in 400 meters.  Joseph 

Santos fi nish 17th in the 200 meters 
& 20th in the 400 meters. Bryan 
Vazquez fi nish 19th in the 200 me-
ters & 24th in 400 meters.  

In the Boys Sophomore Division 
Darbby fi nish 16th in the 200 meters 
and 16th in the 400 meters race. 

In the Girls’ Sophomore Divi-
sion, Alyah medal in the 400 meter 
race and ran a hard contested 200 
meters for 12th place.  

Samanthe DelosSantos took 18th 
in the 200 meters & 10th in the 400 
meters.  She was nervous as the rest 
of the team, however they surprised 
themselves as well as they did. 

Scanlan competes in Annual Grinch Games



Well, it appears that I am not 
alone in wondering about 
the pace of the investigation. 
Here is an item from Scott Os-
tler just this weekend in the 
SF Chronicle:

“Robert Mueller, the ex-FBI 
guy heading up the investiga-
tion into the NFL’s handling 
of the Ray Rice elevator video, 
fi nally got around to obtain-
ing e-mail and phone records 
of offi ce employees. It took 
Mueller’s crack investiga-
tive team nearly four months 
to get to this stage. You don’t 
want ’em to rush to judgment, 
but you don’t want ’em to get 
lapped by a glacier.”

Professor Ostler’s last 
sentence there is important. 
There are far too many times 
when a rush to judgment – of-
ten fueled by an intense de-
sire for an initial report to be 
true – leads to wrong conclu-
sions and wrongheaded ac-
tions. Rushes to judgment are 
probably no better than 50/50 
to arrive at the correct end-
point. And then, there is gla-
cial progress…

Let me demonstrate how a 
rush to judgment can get one 
out on a limb. I would be will-
ing to wager that within the 
NFL Security Division – or 
whatever its offi cial organi-
zational title might be – there 
are more than a couple of folks 
who were once employed at the 
FBI. So, I could put two and 
two together and “suggest” 
that Mueller has been drag-
ging his feet so that those ex-
FBIers have a chance to cover 
their tracks. Were I writing a 

mystery novel that might ac-
tually be a semi-interesting 
plot line? However if I posit 
that motive as part of an opin-
ion piece or as a direct accusa-
tion, I should be required to 
provide some kind of evidence 
to support it and that evidence 
would have to be a lot more 
than Professor Ostler’s com-
ment above plus the fact that 
the NFL hired some people 
who used to work for the FBI 
in the Security Department.

I do not know what the 
delay(s) may be here. I do 
know that I am eager to read 
whatever the NFL makes pub-
lic of the Mueller report be-
cause I really do want to know 
how and why the folks in NFL 
Security did not fi nd a way to 
get hold of the tapes that TMZ 
got hold of. To paraphrase 
Senator Howard Baker, I re-
ally would like to know who 
in the NFL knew what and 
when he/she knew it.”

Perry Patter 
Dwight Perry (Seattle 

Times) wrote: “Fuzzy Thur-
ston, one of the pulling guards 
in Vince Lombardi’s famed 
Packer sweep who died last 
Sunday at age 80, grew to be 
6 feet 1 and 245 pounds in his 
NFL days.

“He had a growth spurt in 
college — or maybe a weight 
spurt,” ex-line mate Jerry 
Kramer told The New York 
Times. “I think he found beer, 
or something.

Stat of the Week
“The Seahawks won three 

playoff games in 2014 — or 
three times as many as the 
Detroit Lions have won since 

Monroe trailed 7-3 before win-
ning its fi rst tournament title 
in four years.

Best Newcomer: Aneisha 
Lyons, Truman girls’ basket-
ball

Lyons made her presence 
felt early and often on a team 
that featured plenty of schol-
arship level talent. The fresh-
man’s athleticism and raw 
talent was easy to see as she 
scored 13 points per game 
in the regular season and 
17 a contest over two playoff 
games. She announced herself 
as a major player in the girls’ 
hoops landscape. 

Best Upset: Cardinal Spell-
man girls’ volleyball end three-
year losing streak to Preston

The Panthers dominated 
their proud rival since 2011 
and won a Class A state title 

along the way. The frustra-
tions led to a genuine outpour-
ing of emotions after Spell-
man ended the losing streak 
with a thrilling, come-from-
behind, fi ve-set victory in Oc-
tober. Players, coaches and 
fans rushed the court after the 
fi nal point.

Best Clutch Performance: 
Michael Bronzo, Fordham Prep 
foootball

The senior did  little bit of 
everything in the Rams 34-
14 win over Xaverian in the 
CHSFL ‘A’ title game. He ran a 
punt return back for a touch-
down, collected two intercep-
tions and recovered a fumble. 
He was singled out by coach 
Peter Gorynski afterward for 
his efforts in a big moment.  

Story of the Year: Legend-
ary St. Raymond baseball 
coach and athletic director 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Corey Grant was nearly 

added to list of Spellman play-
ers succumb to the fl u. Instead 
the senior guard sucked it up, 
played 32 minutes and nearly 
led an undermanned Pilots 
boys’ basketball squad to vic-
tory. 

Grant scored 12 of his 
game-high 22 points, includ-
ing three 3-pointers, in the 
fourth quarter. His fi nal trey 
in the closing secons, which 
was highly-contested, hit off 
the side of rim and Spellman 
fell 49-45 to Tappen Zee in 
the Slam Dunk Challenge at 
the Westchester County Cen-
ter last Sunday. Spellman 
was without 6-foot-3 forward 
George Stevens and William 
Lopez because of the fl u.

“I was close to saying no, 
but he ended up playing 32 
minutes,” Spellman coach 
Fred Opper said of Grant. 
“I was a afraid to take him 
out. He felt better when he 
played.”

Even under the weather 
Grant shot Spellman (4-6) 
back into the game in the 
fourth quarter after trailing 
35-26 after three. His NBA 
range 3-pointer from the top 
key to tied the score at 39-39 
with 3:42 remaining in the 
game. A 3-point play and an-
other long three helped got 
Spellman get as close as 47-
45 with 19 ticks left. Tappan 
Zee’s Dylan Kane was all over 
Grant on Spellman’s fi nal pos-
session and kept him from get-

ting a good look on a potential 
tying three. 

“I knew I was going to let 
my team down if I didn’t play,” 
Grant said. “I just said I just 
got to suck it up and do what-
ever I can.”

Spellman’s lack of size 
showed in the second and 
third quarters. The Pilots 
were outscored 28-13 during 
that span. They watched Tap-
pen Zee beat them on the glass 
and extend its zone to make 
driving and getting open looks 
tougher on their guards. Ja-
son Grant added nine points 
and Paget Bramble and Adam 
Bilosi had nine apiece for 
Spellman. Luke McLaughlin, 
a Division-I prospect led Tap-
pen Zee with 18 points and 13 
rebounds. 

“It was tough getting re-
bounds because guy were un-
comfortable,” Corey Grant 
said. “It was little guards try-
ing to get rebounds.” 

The loss is the Pilots third 
straight, but all of those have 
come in non-league contest. 
Spellman is off to a strong 
start in the CHSAA Class A 
division at 3-1 with road wins 
over league stalwarts Naza-
reth and Monsignor Scanlan. 

Archbishop Stepinac High 
School senior Kylan Guerra of 
White Plains has won the pres-
tigious Con Edison Athlete of 
the Week Award. The weekly 
honor recognizes students in 
Westchester and Putnam for 
their athletic, academic and 
other achievements. 

Captain of his basketball 
team and a member of Stepi-
nac’s national honors society 
program, the star athlete and 
academic achiever has aver-
aged more than 27 points per 
game in the fi rst fi ve games 
of the season to a 4-1 record 
and has garnered an athletic 
scholarship offer from the 
New York Institute of Tech-

nology. 
Guerra is the second Stepi-

nac senior in the current 
school year to have earned the 
award, joining quarterback 
Brandon Coleman of Yonkers 
who helped lead his Crusaders 
football team to an undefeated 
12-0 and Catholic High School 
Football League AAA champi-
onship season.

Stepinac senior Guerra 
wins Con Edison Athlete 

of the Week Award

Spellman off to strong start

from Page 45

from Page 45

Best high school sports

Perry Patter; Stat of the Week

Ron Patnosh dies
St. Raymond lost more 

than a beloved person in 
Patnosh, but a treasure of 
the school itself. Patnosh 
gave 48 years to the all-boys 
intuition and coaching, so 
much so that people said he 
came with the building. He 
was a championship win-
ning coach and an excellent 
athletic director who will 
be missed by the school and 
New York City sports com-
munity.  

Quote of the Year:
“Just them asking us to 

come to Columbia Univer-
sity was even more of a big-
ger deal,” Spellman soccer 
forward Tonin Tonaj said 
after his team routed rival 
Mount. “Since our freshman 
year this was our biggest ri-
val and now they wanted to 
come here on a better fi eld 
and try to embarrass us. It 
didn’t work.”

1957.”
“SportsDeke.com said, 

after the Panthers beat the 
Capitals in an NHL-record 
20-round shootout: “The last 
time a shootout used that 
many rounds, it was ended 
by Doc Holliday.” Former 
NBA draft bust Darko Mi-
licic, 29, lost in his kickbox-
ing debut, but he wasn’t at a 
loss for words.

‘The next time, it will be 
better,’ Milicic told AP. ‘I’m 
invincible.’

‘Really?’ asked Adam 
Hill of the Las Vegas Review-
Journal. “Apparently invin-
cible has a much different 
meaning in Serbia.”

Stampeders punter Rob 
Maver, to the Calgary Sun, 
on the enormity of a hit 
he absorbed in the Grey 
Cup game: “I was trying to 
breathe and throw up, and I 
couldn’t do either.”

Mike Florio of NBCs-
ports.com, after Bears QB 
Jay Cutler said “everyone 
could get axed”: “Cutler’s 
predictions regarding the 
team’s future could end up 
being a lot more accurate 
than many of his passes.” 
This probably wasn’t music 
to Rory McIlroy’s ears.

While the golf champ 
was getting interviewed 
by BBC at halftime of the 
Ulster-Connacht rugby 
match in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, the stadium loud-
speakers serendipitously 
started playing Neil Dia-
mond’s “Sweet Caroline.”

McIlroy, of course, broke 
off his celebrated engage-
ment to tennis star Caroline 
Wozniacki seven months 
ago.
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The A-Team in Diagnostic Imaging

Call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

University Diagnostic Medical Imaging is your one-stop source for full-service diagnostic radiology. Based in the 
Bronx for more than 25 years, we’re owned and operated by professional radiologists who work collaboratively 
with physicians to achieve the best outcome for their patients. Our reputation for patient care is unmatched. 
Conveniently located at the Hutchinson Metro Center, we’re easily accessible to all major highways and public 
transportation. And we offer FREE parking!   
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