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FRESH DIRECT
BREAKS GROUND

500,000 sq. ft. complex
to open in Mott Haven

Trump’s Golf 
Links hires

golf professional

Continued on Page 4

School name up for grabs

Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 11

Holidays At The Square
Elizabeth Escobar received a gift from Santa at the Owen Dolen Recre-
ation Center holiday party on Friday, December 19.  More hotos on page 6.
 Photo by Laura Stone

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
One of the Bronx’s golf courses 

will soon boast a real golf pro.
On Monday, December 15, 

Donald J. Trump announced that 
highly acclaimed golf instruc-
tor Michael Breed and his name-
sake golf academy will open at 
Trump’s new golf course, Trump 
Golf Links at Ferry Point.

Ranked as the number one 
golf instructor in the state of New 
York and thirteenth on Golf’s Di-
gest’s list of the Top Fifty Instruc-
tors in the United States, Michael 
Breed isn’t your average golfer, 
with over 25 years of experience 
working with players from the 
PGA Tour, LPGA Tour, Nation-
wide Tour and Senior Tour.

Most recently, Breed was the 
director of Instruction at the Mi-
chael Breed Golf Academy, which 
was previously located at the 
Manhattan Woods Golf Club in 
West Nyack. According to Trump, 
“Michael is an incredible addition 
to an already stellar facility.”

The Michael Breed Golf Acad-
emy proves to be a great move 
for the developing Throggs Neck 
golf course, which has been un-
der construction since 2000 and 
reportedly plans to open in the 
spring of 2015. 

Breed said that he is looking 
forward to a partnership that he 
believes is a win-win for every-
body.

“I’m honored to partner with 
the Trump Organization on this 
incredible opportunity to bring 
my academy to a world-class facil-
ity located just minutes outside of 
Manhattan,” said Breed. “Trump 
Golf Links at Ferry Point is truly 
an unbelievable course and I’m 
confi dent we will experience great 
success.”

In the past, the Michael Breed 
Golf Academy has taught golfers 
from 15 different states and four 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Online grocer and delivery 

service FreshDirect is relocating 
to the Bronx, but the move is not 
without its detractors. 

A groundbreaking ceremony 
and program was held for the new 
500,000 square foot production fa-
cility and offi ce complex in Mott 
Haven on Monday, December 22, 
even as protesters outside of the 
gates on East 132nd Street could 
be heard chanting slogans in op-
position to the project.

Most of the borough’s politi-

cal establishment supports the 
relocation of the grocer to the va-
cant, waterfront parcel of land on 
Bronx Kill, across from Randalls 
Island, arguing that the compa-
ny’s move from Long Island City 
will bring more jobs to a borough 
in desperate need of them, while 
allowing the 600 Bronxites al-
ready employed at FreshDirect to 
work nearer to their homes. 

But grassroots community 
groups,  most notably South 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Locals have started playing 

the name game with a new public 
elementary school set to open in 
Van Nest.

Slated to open in fall 2015 in 
the former St. Dominic School 
building on White Plains Road, 
P.S. 311 is already garnering at-
tention from those who would like 
to christen it, although the local 
Community Education Council 
has not yet begun the naming pro-
cess.

Councilman James Vacca sent 
a letter dated December 15 to the 
CEC asking that the school be 
named after his predecessor, re-
cently deceased Councilwoman 

Madeline Provezano.
“Madeline was a pillar of the 

community,” the letter reads. “She 
successfully allocated millions of 
dollars to local schools and youth 
programs and dedicated her life to 
public service.”

Soon after, a letter was sent to 
the councilman arguing that the 
Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance 
had already voted in November 
to propose naming the school af-
ter late Van Nest resident Benja-
min Nolan, and alleged that the 
councilwoman had neglected the 
neighborhood during her tenure.

Nolan was at one time presi-
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Bronxites may soon 

have the opportunity to 
shop and dine at a land-
marked building.

The developer who re-
cently purchased the iconic 
Bronx General Post Offi ce 
building at 149th Street and 
the Grand Concourse re-
cently fi led for a permit with 
the Department of Buildings 
which discloses construc-
tion plans for the site.

According to the permit 
application fi led on Decem-
ber 10, Youngwoo & Asso-
ciates has plans to put re-
tail space and restaurants 
on the lower fl oors, as well 
as a restaurant and a roof-
top terrace on upper fl oors. 
In between will be three 
fl oors of offi ce space.

A spokesman for Young-
woo & Associates declined 
to comment on the subject, 
but said that more spe-

Bronx GPO to have 
retail, restaurants

cific plans for the prop-
erty would be revealed in 
January.

The developers are 
known for innovative proj-
ects including Delkab Mar-
ket in Brooklyn and the 
in-progress SuperPier in 
Manhattan.

The spokesman told the 
Bronx Times in September 
that the developer intends 
to build upon the proper-
ty’s legacy as a trophy of 
the Bronx and as an iconic 
gateway to the borough, 
supported by the site’s ac-
cessibility to Manhattan.

“Ripe with immediate 
potential, our plans in-
clude providing new ame-
nities for the surrounding 
communities and continu-
ing our core business of 
developing ground-break-
ing projects that will im-
prove the quality of life 
and economic productiv-

ity of the borough,” he 
said.

The developers did bring 
their preliminary plans to 
the Community Board 4 of-
fi ce before fi ling for the per-
mits, said district manager 
Jose Rodriguez. 

Rodriguez said he was 
told that the developer 
wants to bring in boutique 
retailers, and that they 
plan to put an incubator 
for start-ups in part of the 
offi ce space. He hopes fur-
ther details will be dis-
cussed at a full board meet-
ing in January, to which he 
has invited representatives 
from the fi rm.

Board members are 
very much looking forward 
to the developer bringing 
quality retailers and res-
taurants to the area, said 
Rodriguez.

“It will enhance qual-
ity of life in the district,” 

The Bronx General Post Offi ce was aquired by Youngwoo & Associates in September. 
 File Photo

he said.
They were also happy 

to hear that the plans in-
clude space for a post offi ce 
within the building.

And although Rodri-
guez suspects some locals 
are still upset about the 
post offi ce being sold with-
out community input, he’s 

heard mostly positive feed-
back about the future of 
the building.

“For the most part, peo-
ple are happy,” he said.
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• In an emergency, our Westchester Square Campus offers 24/7 
emergency room care fully staffed with board-certified physicians.

• Not feeling well or need a checkup? Call 1-800-MD-MONTE to 
see a primary care doctor at our Bronx East office, 2300 Westchester 
Avenue, or more than 20 other convenient locations.

• Need to see a specialist? Montefiore offers a wide range of options 
at Westchester Square, including ophthalmic procedures. With an 
onsite laboratory and radiology services, rely on Montefiore for  
high-quality, efficient and friendly healthcare. 

Montefiore Westchester Square Campus
2475 St. Raymonds Avenue 
(between Seddon Street and St. Peter’s Avenue)
1-800-MD-MONTE | www.montefiore.org/westchestersquare

We’re Here for You 
Montefiore Westchester Square

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A heartwarming toy 

drive combined the gen-
erous efforts of two chari-
table organizations once 
again this year to spread 
holiday cheer to children. 

The Rotary Club of the 
Bronx and the Uguaglianza 
North East Bronx Sons of 
Italy Lodge #83, bought 
and distributed toys to chil-
dren at fi ve schools for spe-
cial needs kids and a hospi-
tal’s pediatric ward before 
Christmas Day, Thursday, 
December 25. 

Children at P.S. 811 in 
Hunts Point, the New York 
Institute of Special Educa-
tion in Pelham Parkway, 
Lavelle School for the 
Blind in Williamsbridge, 
St. Joseph School for the 
Deaf in Throggs Neck, 
Bronx Organization for 
the Learning Disabled in 
Pelham Bay, and at Jacobi 
Medical Center were all 
benefactors of the generos-
ity, which had the support 
of local elected offi cials. 

“We put on fundrais-

Toy drive helps children enjoy Christmas 
ers throughout the year,” 
said Sal Borgia, immedi-
ate past president of the 
Uguanlianza Lodge, ex-
plaining how the group 
raises money to buy toys 
and clothes. He added: “We 
try to give as many gifts as 
we can.” 

In addition to the toys, 
funds were also collected 
by his organization to take 
10 needy families to din-
ner, said Borgia.  

From the Rotary Club, 
Lilyanna Pekic, one of the 
organizers of the toy drive 
and holiday cheer effort, 
said that the effort started 
about six years ago when 
the owner of a Waterbury-
LaSalle fl oral shop began 
it. 

Gradually, Pekic said 
both clubs took over the 
giveaway and expanded it, 
and this year about 3,000 
toys and forty $50 gift cards 
for groceries would fi nd a 
home with young people in 
need and their families. 

Pekic said that the two 
clubs are responsible for 

the effort, but they are 
happy to have the support 
of local elected offi cials 
like Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, who was on hand 
to meet with children and 
with Santa Claus at a gift-
giveaway that benefi ted 
120 children at St. Joseph 
on Friday, December 19. 

When visiting with the 
children at Gjonaj said of 
the coordinators: “these 
are two originations that 
understand the meaning of 
generosity.” 

Pekic stressed that it 
is especially important 
to help special needs chil-
dren because they are of-

ten marginalized.
“Different organiza-

tions have plans and for all 
of the other children, but 
these children are some-
times forgotten,” said Pe-
kic. “Because of this, we 
want to bring awareness.” 

Debra Arles, execu-
tive director of St. Joseph 

Some of the children who received gifts at St. Joseph School for the Deaf stand with Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Santa Claus, and their 
benefactors from the Sons of Italy Uguaglianza North East Bronx Lodge #83 and the Rotary Club of the Bronx.  
                                                     Community News Group/Photo by Patrick Rocchio

School for the Deaf which 
services children with 
hearing impairments from 
infancy to 14-years-old, 
said that the gifts make 
the holiday more enjoyable 
for the children, some of 
whom do not receive many 
gifts at home. 
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Bronx Unite, continue their 
protests of $128 million in 
government tax credits for 
the company, as well as con-
cerns about asthma in their 
community. 

They claim the facility 
will add an additional 1,000 
trucks a day to the area. 

The mood inside the 
property at the ground-
breaking was festive, with 
offi cials including Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr., 
Senator Ruben Diaz Sr., As-
semblyman Marcos Crespo,  
Assemblyman Carl Heastie, 
and Assemblyman Jeff Di-
nowitz joining with Fresh-
Direct co-founder and CEO 
Jason Ackerman in a show 
of support for the invest-
ment in the community.

“I am grateful for the 
widespread support we 
have received for our relo-
cation and am looking for-
ward to continuing our re-
cord of creating local jobs 
and strengthening our lo-
cal community,” said Ack-
erman, adding “this is an 
important milestone for 
our company, allowing us 
to process orders more ef-
fi ciently, expand our fresh 
food options, and make on-

Fresh Direct breaks ground in Mott Haven location
From page 1

Flanked by elected and appointed offi cials, and community leaders, the president and CEO of FreshDirect Jason Ackerman (c) and Bor-
ough President Diaz dig in during the ceremonial ground breaking. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

line grocery shopping more 
convenient for our custom-
ers.”

In a meeting with the 
press after his remarks, 
Ackerman said there was 
no pending litigation about 
the site, and that all suits 
fi led by groups in protest to 
the siting of the new facility 
had been defeated in court. 

He also stressed that 
about 80% of the funding 
for the project was pri-
vate money, and that the 
tax abatements granted to 
FreshDirect were as of right 
because they were devel-
oping vacant land. He said 
that the tax abatements the 
company receives will oc-
cur over 40 years. 

Borough President Diaz 
also lauded the new devel-
opment as one that is indic-
ative of what he terms the 
‘New Bronx.’ 

“This project represents 
new jobs, and new develop-
ment, and is a key compo-
nent of our ‘New Bronx’ 
agenda,” said the borough 
president. “FreshDirect 
has cleared every hurdle 
placed in its way, and to-
day’s groundbreaking puts 
the company on the fast 
track to their future Bronx 
relocation.”

Diaz said that more than 
50% of FreshDirects new 
hires over the past year 
have been Bronxites, and 
that as many as 1,000 new 
Bronx hires are planned

Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation, 

an arm of the borough pres-
ident’s offi ce, worked with 
FreshDirect.

Meanwhile, outside 
FreshDirect, protesters 
chanted slogans like “a 
meals on wheels for the 
well-heeled” and “we just 

want a living wage, Fresh-
Direct makes you a slave.” 
The demonstrators spoke of 
high asthma rates, the need 
for public parks and wa-
terfront access, and living-
wage concerns. 

The protestors said in 

a statement that they are 
supported by Congressman 
José Serrano, Senator José 
M. Serrano, City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito and City Council-
woman Maria del Carmen 
Arroyo 

Van Nest school name up for grabs
From page 1

The former St. Dominic School at 1684 White Plains Road is set to be the 
site of a new public elementary school, P.S. 311, slated to open for the 
2015-2016 school year. File Photo

The former St. Dominic School at 1684 White Plains Road is set to 
be the site of a new public elementary school, P.S. 311, slated to 
open for the 2015-2016 school year.

dent of the Van Nest Com-
munity Association, com-
mander of the Van Nest 
branch of the American Le-
gion and founder and presi-
dent of the Van Nest Little 
League, in addition to serv-
ing neighborhood churches 
with pro-bono legal repre-
sentation.

But Nolan’s son, Robert, 
said that the infl ammatory 
letter was written by one 
person and does not rep-
resent his feelings nor the 

rest of the neighborhood al-
liance’s, who in the wake of 
Provezano’s death decided 
to support Vacca’s pitch to 
name the school after her. 

The alliance and Vacca 
have agreed the gymna-
sium of the school should 
be named after Nolan, who 
also has a stretch of Wil-
liamsbridge Road named in 
his honor.

“Everybody’s on board 
that the school be named af-
ter Madeline,” said Nolan. 
“I can’t say enough about 
her.”

But despite all the dis-
cussion, the process to 
name the school has not for-
mally begun.

The school name will be 
chosen by Community Edu-
cation Council 11, who will 
solicit nominations from 
community groups and lo-
cals starting in February, 
said CEC president Pamela 
Johnson.

A CEC committee will 
be formed to discuss the po-
tential names before com-
ing before the full board for 
a vote.

In order to name the 
school after a person, the 
council requires a letter 
from the deceased’s fam-
ily, and statements of sup-
port from local offi cials and 
community boards or as-
sociations do infl uence the 
decision.

But right now, the play-
ing fi eld for potential names 
is wide open.

“We welcome sugges-
tions from all,” said John-
son.
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The Morris Park Community Association donated toys to the Harry H. Gordon School to celebrate the 
holidays. (l to r) MPCA president Tony Signorile, school principal Karen Griffoul, MPCA vice president 
Al D’Angelo, Eileen Lopez of Foxy Families Inc., MPCA members Chris Alessandro and Silvio Mazzella.
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The spirit of giving is alive in Morris 

Park.
The Morris Park Community Associa-

tion hosted their second annual toy drive 
this December.

The community group, with the help 
of the local Citibank branch and Foxy 
Families Inc., collected more than 75 toys 
to donate to students at a special needs 
preschool in Belmont.

Last year, the MPCA donated toys to 
the Philippine Association in the wake of 
the tsunami, said Tony Signorile, presi-
dent of the group. 

This year, when they thought about 
who they wanted to bring some Christ-
mas joy to, they decided to bring extra 
cheer to children with special needs.

Morris Park Association 
hosts annual toy drive

This year’s beneficiary was the Harry 
H. Gordon School, which offers full day 
preschool for 2 to 5-year-olds with vari-
ous learning challenges including speech 
delays and autism.

Signorile said the MPCA wanted to 
support local students with special needs, 
as well as recognize the school’s staff, 
who Signorile said have impressive skills 
and patience.

“I take my hat off to the principal and 
their teachers,” said Signorile.

When Signorile initially reached out 
about donating the toys, principal Karen 
Griffoul said the offer took her by sur-
prise.

“It’s very heartwarming,” said Grif-
foul. “We’re so appreciative.”

Griffoul stopped by the community as-
sociation’s office on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 17, to pick up the toys. 

That next Monday, Santa Claus flew in 
early to hand out the gifts to the kids.

Between the MPCA’s donations and 
toys from another group, Griffoul said 
there were enough toys for every single 
student.

“It’s nice to be able to give all of our 
children something to open near Christ-
mas,” she said.

Griffoul said her students loved re-
ceiving the presents from Santa, and that 
their reactions to the toys were adorable.

“It was so magical,” she said about the 
experience. “They were so excited.”

It’s very heartwarming. 
We’re so appreciative. It’s 
nice to be able to give all 
our children something to 

open near Christmas.
Karen Griffoul
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1. Local elected offi cials and communi-
ty members gathered for the tree light-
ing ceremony at Owen Dolen Park.

2. Santa’s helper, Alexis Martinez, gives 
Darryl Hicks, Jr., and Darlyn Hicks their 
presents.

3. Raymond Sanchez and Joanna Pic-
colo brought their children, Star, Jovi, 
and Kaitlyn Sanchez, to see Santa.

4. Jazyla Fernandez with Santa.

5. The “Yuletide Singers”, Jennifer Gri-
ere, Sarah Bleasdale, Eric Lamp, and 
John Rose, entertain Bronxites who 
went to Dolan Park in Westchester 
Square to watch the tree lighting cer-
emony and meet Santa.

1 2

3

4 5

LIGHTS SHINE BRIGHT
ON THE SQUARE

The Westchester Square Business Improvement District and Councilman James Vacca hosted a holiday 
celebration and tree lighting ceremony at Owen Dolen Park on Thursday, December 11.
The festivities included a chance to meet and take pictures with Santa at his village as well as enjoy a 
special visit from two of Old Saint Nick’s reindeer while timeless Christmas classics were sung by yuletide 
carolers.
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Above (l-r) EpicCare EMR and Corporate Honoree Judy Faulkner, RN Linda McNeil, RN Paula Brown, Audrey Antho-
ny-Lopez, MD Richard Garvey, MPH Ellen Barlis, Vincenza Janice Amato, Milazzo-Guerriero, DO Mary Gosgrove, MD 
Ajay K. Chopra, Maria Mejias, NP Regina Coyne and Daniel Bialt were present at the annual honoree awards cer-
emony and gala hosted by Jacobi Medical Center and North Central Bronx Hospital on Thursday, December 4.
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

Jacobi Medical Center and North Central Bronx Hospital held their annual honoree awards ceremony and gala at 
Villa Barone Manor, on Thursday, December 4.
At the event, Jacobi Medical Center and North Central Bronx Hospital honored Epic Systems Corporation and 
their 2014 Distinguished Hospital Honorees.    Photo By Steven Goodstein

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHRISTMAS SHOW
St. Francis Xavier School held its Christmas Spectacular Show to celebrate the holiday sea-
son. Two performances were held Wednesday, December 10 and Friday, December 12. 
The children sang and danced to classic holiday songs, including ‘My Grown Up Christmas 
List,’ ‘Winter Wonderland,’ and ‘March of the Wooden Soliders.’                 Photo byPatrick Rocchio

The Morris Park Community Association hosted its annual holiday party at 1824 Bronxdale Avenue on Friday, 
December 12. The holiday party was attended by elected offi cials including Councilman Ritchie Torres, District 
Attorney Robert Johnson, Assemblyman Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
and Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. as well as members of the Morris Park Community Association.

(Above Members of the Morris Park Community Association, along with Councilman Ritchie Torres, District 
Attorney Robert Johnson, Senator Jeff Klein, State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., and Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, gathered at MPCA’s annual holiday 
party on Friday, December 12.  Photo by Laura Stone

(Above) Dancers performed the ‘March of the Wooden Soldiers.’  Photos by Laura Stone

Above (l-r) Louis Vegliante, Rebecca Del Toro, and Gabrielle Gardini were Jospeh, Mary, and 
the Angel Gabriel in a living Nativity scene.

Above (l-r) Andrew Alessandro, Sydney Payla, Anna Bea Ferron and Antonio Cipollone per-
formed ‘Winter Wonderland.’

JACOBI MEDICAL CENTER ANNUAL
HONOREE AWARDS CEREMONY

MORRIS PARK COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
HOLDS ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Islanders are hop-

ing that a capital project at 
the southernmost tip of the 
seaside island will get un-
derway sooner, rather than 
later. 

A long-planned pocket 
park at Belden Point, where 
City Island Avenue meets 
the Long Island Sound, still 
has not started eventhough 
NYC Parks Department told 
the City Island Civic Asso-
ciation that construction 
was to begin by early sum-
mer, assoiciation offi cials 
claim.  

The CICA wrote a let-
ter to Department of Parks 
and Recreation commis-
sioner Mitchell Silver dated 
Wednesday, December 17 
expressing dismay about 
“many false starts” despite 
the efforts of the civic, the 
City Island Chamber of 
Commerce, the borough 
president’s offi ce, and Sena-
tor Jeff Klein. 

“We were told this proj-
ect would start early June 

New date set on CI pocket park

and nothing materialized,” 
stated the CICA in the let-
ter to Parks. “Since that 
time there has been no new 
start date for mobilization; 
the project is still not regis-
tered on your website; and 
the contact we were given 
has been unresponsive.”  

The islanders are con-
cerned that since funding 

is on the line from the city,  
and was procured by Sena-
tor Klein, that the construc-
tion should get underway 
soon, before the funding 
evaporates. 

“We are irritated, we 
don’t know what is happen-
ing to it, and we don’t want 
this to go away,” said Bar-
bara Dolensek, CICA second 

vice president. “The two 
restaurants on either side 
have agreed to take main-
tain it, so there is nothing 
to stand in the way.”

The project will be sand-
wiched between Johnny’s 
Reef and Tony’s Pier, look-
ing over Long Island Sound, 
next to the dead end traffi c 
turnaround for City Island 

Avenue. 
In response to the most 

recent CICA inquiry, the 
Parks Department has set 
spring 2015 as the new start 
dat.

“The design will defi ne a 
vehicular turn around with 
an 18-inch-wide curb with 
bollards (vertical posts),” 
stated a Parks spokes-
woman. “A planting bed will 
be added to provide shade 
and enhance the waterfront 
views. The design will pro-
vide a decorative pavement, 
a landscaped area, street 
trees, benches, decorative 
trash cans, and a bicycle 
rack. A new sea rail will re-
place the existing chain link 
fence.” 

The Parks spokeswoman 
said that “the street-end 
plaza will address the need 
for public visual and pedes-
trian access to the southern 
point of City Island by im-
proving the end of City Is-
land Avenue.” 

The area where the park 
is planned currently has a 

Belden Point will soon be home to a pocket park on Long Island Sound. Photo by Patrick Rocchio

dilapidated dock structure, 
and has also seen graffi ti 
vandalism and dumping of 
trash in the past. 

A park at Belden Point, 
with a seaside promenade, 
would complement one on 
the northern end of the is-
land near the City Island 
Bridge, state Dolensek. 

Klein said he shares the 
concerns of the islanders.

“We share in the frustra-
tion with City Island resi-
dents on the setbacks of this 
project,” he said. 

“Construction and 
groundbreaking on Belden 
Point Park is long overdue. 
To expedite this effort, I 
have written a letter to the 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment, urging them to 
make this project a priority 
and to begin construction 
early this spring. It’s my 
hope that under a new ad-
ministration, Belden Point 
will become a valued des-
tination for residents and 
their families, local visitors 
and tourists alike.” 

Steve Schirripa, best 
known for his role of 
Bobby Baccalieri on 
HBO’s The Sopranos, will 
be making a personal ap-
pearance at Whole Foods 
Market in Brooklyn on 
Friday, January 2, 2015 
from 4 to 6 pm. He will 
be debuting his new line 
of organic pasta sauces 
– Uncle Steve’s Italian 
Specialties. All attendees 
will be treated to a vari-
ety of delicious samples 
plus free giveaways. The 
event is free and open to 
the public.

“Growing up in 
Brooklyn, Sunday morn-
ing was the day you 
would wake up to the 
aroma of tomatoes, gar-
lic and olive oil simmer-
ing on mom’s stove as 

she prepared the sauce 
for dinner. My fondest 
memories are from those 
days, and I wish to share 
my Italian heritage and 
the comfort of family,” 
noted Schirripa. “My 
mom made a great sauce 
and I’ve made it even 
better.”

Steve Schirripa is 
best known to television 

audiences as “Bobby 
Baccalieri” on David 
Chase’s critically ac-
claimed HBO drama The 
Sopranos and from ABC 
Family’s Secret Life of the 
American Teenager. He 
can currently be seen as 
the host of Family Meals 
with Steve Schirripa on 
The Cooking Channel.

On December 1, 204, 
Denis Hamill of the New 
York Daily News said, 
“Uncle Steve’s [is] hands 
down the best jarred 
sauce you ever tasted.”

Steve, a New York 
Times best selling au-
thor, has written several 
books including “Big 
Daddy Rules,” “A Goom-
ba’s Guide to Life,” “The 
Goomba’s Book of Love” 
and “The Goomba Diet.” 

Steve Schirripa knows 
more than a thing or two 
about Italian cuisine.  

Each jar of Uncle 
Steve’s is produced in the 
USA from small batches 

of fresh imported or-
ganic Italian plum to-
matoes, vegetables and 
spices, “Our products 
are USDA certified or-
ganic, gluten free, dairy 

free, vegan, and contain 
no added sugar. With 
no GMOs, no pesticides, 
and nothing artificial, 
you can be confident you 
are feeding your family 
not only great tasting 
products, but nourish-
ing them as well.” says 
Schirripa. “My moth-
er’s sauce cooked for six 
hours and unlike the 
others we are doing the 
same.”

Uncle Steve’s Italian 
Specialties is available 
at Whole Foods Market, 
Shop Rite, Stop ‘n Shop 
and many other super-
markets and health food 
stores across the USA. 
For more information on 
where to buy or to pur-
chase by mail, go to www.
unclestevesny.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Actor Steve Schirripa of ‘The Sopranos’ will be at Whole Foods 
Market in Brooklyn to launch new line of organic pasta sauce
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mBY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A man who was an advocate for the dis-

abled, who served in both Democratic and 
Republican mayoral administrations, and 
was a well-known radio personality from 
the local area, has died. 

Larry Allison, of Spencer Estate, who 
served in three departments in city govern-
ment from the Koch to Bloomberg admin-
istrations. rising to the level of assistant 
commissioner of Department of Informa-
tion Technology & Telecommunications, 
succumbed to leukemia and other illness 
on Tuesday, December 16. 

Allison was the co-host of the Vernuc-
cio/Allison Report radio program in recent 
years, a show which began on WVOX in 
Westchester County, but went into national 
syndication reaching six radio markets 
from Lancaster, PA to Las Vegas, NV, as 
well as online at  amfm247.com. 

The radio program deals with national 
affairs and policy, and is affi liated with 
New York Analysis of Policy & Govern-
ment, which publishes a review of issues af-
fecting the United States.  

His co-host Frank Vernuccio said that 
doctors determined that Allison died from 
complications of a long-term illness he de-
veloped working at Ground Zero after the 
September 11th, 2001 attacks. 

A bio released at the time of his passing 
recalled “his unquenchable curiosity, his 
diligent research, and a fearless devotion to 
intellectual honesty.” 

“Larry truly lived for that radio show, it 

Larry Allison, 
radio host, dies 

was the joy of his life,” said Vernuccio, who 
added that Allison was a great talker who 
loved to have conversations and to commu-
nicate. 

“He became deeply troubled by the 
course government had taken on the city, 
state, and federal levels, and diligently 
sought to restore common sense, integrity 
and Constitutional adherence,” stated an 
obituary emailed to listeners of the Vernuc-
cio/Allison Report.

He was a passionate advocate for the 
disabled, said Vernuccio, working on the is-
sues related to the disabled as a young man 
in upstate New York, according to a bio, and 
later for the New York City Mayor’s offi ce, 
where he was employed from 1985 to 1991. 

He worked at the city Board of Elections 
1991 to 1995, and from DoITT from 1995 to 
2001, according a spokeswoman. 

Steven Kaufman, former assemblyman, 
remembers that Allison worked on a num-
ber of his election campaigns, and said he 
had a great sense of humor. 

“The man was absolutely brilliant and 
had a phenomenal sense of humor,” said 
Kaufman. “It was always a pleasure talking 
to him because he was very knowledgeable 
about every subject you could think of and 
he always laughed.” 

Allison is survived by his wife Jocelyn 
and daughters Amanda and Alynda. 

Vernuccio said that Allison grew up in 
upstate New York, and came to the NYC for 
good when he was a student at New York 
University.

Larry Allison. Photo courtesy of Frank Vernuccio

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A scenario in neighborhoods of Com-

munity Board 9 has generated complaints 
regarding the safety of drivers and pedes-
trians.

According to residents from CB 9 neigh-
borhoods, many street lights are not work-
ing in the neighborhood,  particularly in 
Soundview.

Apparently, street lights along the Cross 
Bronx Expressway to the Cross Bronx Ser-
vice Road North, just off of Rosedale Ave-
nue, are out of order, creating a potentially 
unsafe condition for drivers who are forced 
to exit the expressway and merge onto the 
service road with little visibility

A Soundview resident posted a com-
plaint online on Saturday, December 6, 
stating that “many street lights are out, es-
pecially where some traffi c exits from the 
Cross Bronx Expressway - which generates 
a very dangerous situation at night, espe-
cially when it’s raining.”

Drivers aren’t the only ones who are 
potential victims in this situation. Re-
portedly, the lack of many working lights 
on stretches of Bruckner Boulevard from 
Soundview Avenue to Castle Hill Avenue, 
has created a dangerous environment for 
pedestrians as well, who fi nd themselves 
vulnerable once night falls and the street 
is dark.

Another Soundview resident expressed 
her opinions regarding the situation at a 
43rd Precinct meeting at Kips Bay Boys & 
Girls Club, 1930 Randall Avenue, on Thurs-
day, December 4, claiming that the dark 
stretch along Bruckner Boulevard “almost 
encourages acts of robbery and violence.”

Soundview isn’t the only neighborhood 
trying to deal with out of service street 
lights in recent weeks. 

A majority of the street lights in Pelham 
Parkway, particular on the Pelham Park-
way Service Road South from Williams-
bridge Road to White Plains Road and on 
Pelham Parkway Service Road North from 
Bronxwood Avenue to White Plains Road, 

Soundview has 
‘street light issue’

have also not been working properly.
CB 9 district manager Francisco Gon-

zalez, who was not informed of the situa-
tion, stated that residents need to report 
instances such as these in order to gener-
ate more awareness among the community 
and its leaders.

“There have been no reports from com-
munity residents of street lights not work-
ing,” said Gonzalez. “When situations like 
this are reported, we call 311, the DOT and 
local liaisons, as well as Borough DOT 
Commissioner Constance Moran to inform 
them and keep them updated. We deeply en-
courage residents to get in touch with Com-
munity Board 9 so we can address this situ-
ation and come to a solution sooner.”

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

Many Soundview residents have reported that 
street lights on stretches of Bruckner Boulevard, 
from Castle Hill Avenue to Soundview Avenue, 
are not working properly. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A new initiative at Bronx Com-

munity College will allow student 
mechanics to jump start their ca-
reers.

BCC, the Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce and BRAM Auto 
Group announced a partnership 
at a press conference at the col-
lege on Friday, December 19.

BRAM Auto Group, which op-
erates 18 car dealerships in the 
region, will place students from 
BCC’s automotive technology pro-
gram into paid internships at fi ve 
of their locations.

The internships will allow the 
students to gain important real 
world experience that will sup-
plement the skills students learn 
in the auto tech labs, said BCC’s 
interim president, Eduardo J. 
Martí.

Martí said the arrangement 
would provide important oppor-
tunities for students while cre-
ating a skilled workforce in the 
borough. He praised the collabo-
ration as an excellent example of 
private-public partnerships.

“We want to be a real impor-
tant cog in the wheel of economic 
development in the Bronx,” said 

BCC partners with BRAM Auto Group

Students from Bronx Community College’s Automotive Technology Program with 
a teaching engine. (l to r) Xavier Martinez, Nicholas Piccolo, Ray Condo, program 
director Clement Drummond, Corinthia Ferrieraz, Kareem Baptiste, and Daniela 
Borda. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

Martí about the college.
Bronx Chamber of Commerce 

president Lenny Caro believes 

the college can do just that.
He pointed out that auto me-

chanic jobs pay well, often start-
ing above $30,000 and ranging up 
to $70,000.

Meanwhile, the courses and 
internships will prepare students 
for a career in where there exists 
a true need.

“Our cities have been built 
on trades,” said Caro. “And right 
now this trade is important.”

Another strength of the auto 
tech program is that it is very 
accessible, said program direc-

tor Clement Drummond. CUNY 
tuition is affordable for both two-
year degrees and one-year cer-
tifi cate programs, he said, and 
the program has no prerequisites 
besides a high school diploma or 
G.E.D.

“You don’t have to know any-
thing about cars to study here,” 
said Drummond. “All you need 
is the desire and dedication to 
learn.”

Some of Drummond’s students 
have already participated in in-
ternships with BRAM dealer-
ships, and more are scheduled to 
start this spring.

One of the students, Daniela 
Borda, started interning with one 
of BRAM’s Toyota dealerships 
last spring, was hired on to work 
through the summer and contin-
ues to work for them around her 
classes. She feels the hands-on ex-
perience and industry references 
will give BCC students an advan-
tage when job hunting.

“Not a lot of dealers would hire 
a mechanic with no experience,” 
said Borda. “It gives us more con-
fi dence and allows us to prove 
ourselves to a dealer.”

We want to be 
a real important 
cog in the wheel 

of economic 
development in the 

Bronx.
Eduardo J. Marti

different countries. 
According to Breed, it is great 

that more golf culture is being 
brought to the Bronx, in a bor-

ough that already has numerous 
golf courses in Pelham Bay, Mo-
sholu and Riverdale. 

However, Breed said that those 
venturing to Trump Golf Links at 
Ferry Point will extend past resi-
dents from the Bronx and the fi ve 
boroughs, and will attract golfers 
from Long Island, Westchester 
and even Connecticut. 

Trump’s Golf Links 
hires golf professional

From page 1 “In the past, I’ve overlooked 
Trump Golf Links (at Ferry Point 
Park) on fl ights after they’ve de-
parted from LaGuardia Airport, 
said Michael Breed. The Bronx be-
ing introduced to this new, state of 

the art golf course is very impor-
tant, and we look forward to gen-
erating opportunities for golfers 
within the Bronx and beyond it.”

Breed is also the host of Golf 
Channel’s hit show ‘The Golf Fix’, 
which is returning for its seventh 
season on Monday, January 19, 
airing on Mondays at 8 p.m.

Michael Breed, owner and operator of Michael Breed Golf Academy and host of Golf Channel’s hit show ‘The Golf Fix’, will 
take his golfi ng talents to Trump Golf Links at Ferry Point. Photo courtesy of the Golf Channel

I’m honored to partner with the Trump 
Organization on this incredible opportunity 

to bring my academy to a world-class facility 
located just minutes outside of Manhattan.

Michael Breed
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CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

AFTER CHRISTMAS BLOWOUT!

4DAYSONLY!
MASSIVE 

REDUCTIONS
MENS • LADIES • KIDS • INFANTS • TODDLERS

DESIGNER DENIM • OUTERWEAR • ACTIVEWEAR
DESIGNER LEATHER  • FLANNELS  • CLASSIC CASUALS
PLUSH FLEECE • DESIGNER SWEATERS • FOOTWEAR

10,000 DOZEN SWEATSHIRTS & PANTS • & MUCH MORE

OPENNEW YEAR’S EVE & NEW YEAR’S DAY 

OPEN

MENS
BLOWOUT!

MENS
BLOWOUT!

LADIES
BLOWOUT!
LADIES

BLOWOUT!
GIRLS

BLOWOUT!
GIRLS

BLOWOUT!
BOYS

BLOWOUT!
BOYS

BLOWOUT!

$5 $5

NOW THRU NEW YEAR’S DAY!

COUPON
BRONX TIMES

*Maximum discount $10. Up to $20 ticketed price. 1 item only. 1 per customer. Coupon must
be   presented to cashier to receive discount. Cannot be combined with other offers. Not valid on gift certificates or layaway. Cannot
be used on previous purchases. Valid now through 1/1/15 at all Forman Mills.  

Coats • Fashion Hoodies
Sweaters • Cargo Pants
Sherpa Lined Hoodies

Fashion Jeans 
Athletic Shoes

Sweaters • Dresses
Denim Jeans
Casual Pants
Fashion Boots
Activewear & More

Polos • Fashion Thermals
Long Sleeve Wovens • Twill Pants

Denim Jeans • Sweaters
Fleece Tops & Pants
Fleece Hoodies 
Athletic Shoes & More

those

$5 $5

ANY ONE ITEM

Fashion Jeans
Sweaters • Dresses
Fashion Fleece
Fur Lined Boots   
Infant & Todder 
2-Piece Sets & More

$10$10$10$10
1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • SUN 10AM-7PM • MON-TUES 9AM-9:30PM

NEW YEAR’S EVE 9AM-8PM • NEW YEAR’S DAY 9AM-9:30PM • FR I-SAT 9AM-9:30PM

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-200-8063

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100




