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Extra parking 
on Westchester 

Avenue

Continued on Page 4
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Bagel Cafe gets
lease extension

Continued on Page 4

Jingle Bells With Santa
Evan Matos met Santa Claus at the Throggs Neck Christmas Tree Lighting 
on Sunday, December 7.  Photo by Laura Stone

Former councilwoman 
succumbs to breast cancer

PROVENZANO
PASSES AT 78

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A beacon of civic life and a key 

east Bronx elected offi cial and po-
litical operative has passed.

Councilwoman Madeline 
Provenzano, who represented the 
communities of Throggs Neck, 
Zerega, and Morris Park, died at 
Calvary Hospital on Sunday, De-
cember 7. The cause was breast 
cancer, her daughter Maria 
Provenzano said. 

The councilwoman was 78. 
She represented many east Bronx 
communities in the council from 
1997 until 2005, when she was 

term-limited. 
She served as chief-of-staff to 

Councilman Michael DeMarco 
for 19 years, learning the ropes of 
local government and City Hall. 

Councilman James Vacca, 
who replaced Provenzano in the 
Council, said that her time work-
ing with DeMarco helped her get 
a lot accomplished when she was 
elected to that post. 

“She certainly knew what but-
tons to push in city government to 
get things done”, said Vacca, add-
ing, “that she liked to get to the 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A bagel shop that was ex-

pected to close for good has been 
given new life.

Bagel Cafe, a 24-hour bagel 
shop in Bay Plaza Shopping Cen-
ter that also sells MetroCards 
and Lottery tickets, came to an 
agreement with property owner 
Prestige Properties to continue 
operationing at their long-lasting 
location on 2214 Bartow Avenue.

Expecting to close on Sunday, 
November 30, Bagel Cafe was 
ready to accept the harsh real-
ity after 25 years of business, 
because Prestige Properties’ re-
fusal to renew its lease.

However, in a quick turn-
around, Prestige Properties 
reached out to Bagel Cafe owner 
Charles Maselli on Saturday, De-
cember 6, at the eleventh hour to 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Shoppers and local businesses 

in Pelham Bay are getting some 
relief this holiday season. 

Renovation on the Buhre Av-
enue #6 IRT station will continue 
unstopped during December, but 
at the request of Councilman 
James Vacca, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority and its 
contractor have moved equipment 
and materials to free up parking 
on Westchester Avenue. 

Parking will be available on 
Westchester Avenue between 
Burhe and Pilgrim avenues, said 
Vacca, from Thursday, December 
4 on through the new year.  

“The contractor for the MTA 
consolidated his supplies, and 
until January 2nd, at least, there 
will be parking,” said Vacca, who 
said that the spaces are in front of 
Pilgrim Pharmacy, Lehigh Wines 
& Liquors, Pruzzo’s Supermarket, 
and a carpet store. 

The contractors’ shifting of 
equipment, including Dumpsters 
and materials, is having a posi-
tive effect, said the councilman. 

He added that it is fairly com-
mon during capital projects for 
parking issues to be mitigated 
during the holiday season. 

Pelham Bay Merchants Asso-
ciation president Irene Guanill 
thanked Vacca, and Community 
Board 10, who she said have both 
worked on behalf of the mer-
chants to help during the ongoing 
construction at the station. 

“The Pelham Bay Merchants 
want to thank Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca and Ken Kearns 
for communicating our concerns 
to the MTA, and successfully get-
ting the MTA to free up parking 
for the holidays,” said Gunanil.  
“We are grateful. They moved it 
and it is temporary, but it is the 
best thing to do in the holiday 
spirit.” 

She added: “It has already 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A trailblazing elected 

offi cial, who served the 
Bronx and the city in many 
capacities, has passed away 

at the age of 85.
Herman Badillo, who 

served as Bronx borough 
president from 1966 to 1970, 
was a trailblazing Puerto 
Rican and Latino elected 
offi cial for decades. He was 
elected to Congress for four 
terms, starting in the 1970s, 
from a district that included 
a portion of the southern 
Bronx.

He was the fi rst native 
Puerto Rican to be elected 
to the U.S. Congress. He was 
a candidate for mayor, for 
city and state comptroller, 
and was a certifi ed public ac-
countant.

In his later career he 
moved his liberal political 
leanings more to the right, 
and became a close ally of 
former Mayor Giulani in the 
1990s.

He served as board chair-
man of the City University of 
New York, as well as a chair-

Herman Badillo passes away at 85
man for BronxNet public ac-
cess television.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr., who honored 
Badillo with an induction 
onto the Bronx Walk of Fame 
in 2010, saw the elder states-
man as a role model.

“I am deeply saddened by 
the passing of a man whom I 
looked up to as a role model 
and who represented Lati-
nos, Bronxites and all New 
Yorkers as an exemplary 
public servant,” stated the 
borough president, when 
news of Badillo’s passing 
broke on Wednesday, De-
cember 3.

“As the fi rst Puerto Ri-
can to be elected as Bronx 
borough president, as a U.S. 
Representative, and to be a 
mayoral candidate in our 
city, Herman Badillo was 
one of my inspirations as a 
young man of Puerto Rican 
descent who was born and 
raised in the Bronx and pur-
suing a career in politics,” 
said Diaz.

“He was a true Bronxite 
and the epitome of a passion-

ate leader who truly cared 
for his community. Her-
man Badillo worked assidu-
ously throughout his career 
to make a difference in the 
lives of countless individu-
als across our borough and 
city,” he added.

The borough president 
said that, most importantly, 
Badillo was a close mentor 

and a personal friend.
“Herman was always 

there to listen to questions 
and offer advice,” he said. 
“He was a guiding voice 
early in my career, and he 
remained a rock throughout 
my time in elected offi ce.”

Former borough presi-
dent Fernando Ferrer said 
that the Herman Badillo 

he met in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s was quite a man. 

“He believed in all the 
things that I think made 
huge contributions to our 
community, as well as to New 
York,” said Ferrer. “His advo-
cacy was even inspiring, And 
I think those are things that 
will make history ultimately 
be very kind to him.” 

However, Ferrer said that 

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. stands with Herman Badillo and his wife, Gail, at the 2010 Bronx 
Ball at Orchard Beach. Mr. Badillo, a former borough president and congressman, was inducted to the 
Bronx Walk of Fame in 2010.

the Badillo he encountered 
in the 1990s confused him. 

“He became a different 
guy in the 1990s, but I prefer 
to remember the early Her-
man,” he said. 

Senator Jeff Klein called 
Badillo a pioneer who was 
an outstanding voice for 
Bronx residents and the en-
tire Hispanic community.

“As the fi rst Puerto Ri-
can leader to be elected as 
borough president and then 
to Congress, he paved the 
way for so many others that 
would later follow in his foot-
steps,” said Klein.

Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito said she was 
saddening to hear of the 
trailblazing Badillo’s pass-
ing. 

“Herman rose as a leader 
in the 1950s and 60s, an era 
in which he defended a com-
munity that was openly 
branded as ‘a problem’ for 
this city,” she said.  

According to published 
reports, Badillo’s death was 
attributed to congestive 
heart failure.
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point of a conversation or situa-
tion, and was a no-nonsense per-
son”. 

Her core concerns were youth 
and seniors, and she was a strong 

Former Councilwoman Madeline Provenzano passes

Madeline Provenzano 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto

From page 1

Madeline Provenzano (l) with her mentor, the late Councilman Michael DeMarco.
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Michael Benedetto

advocate of the arts, he added. 
“She was fi ercely independent 

and took positions that were inde-
pendent of the power structure,”  
Vacca said, recalling how she 
twice endorsed the candidacy of 
Mayor Bloomberg, bucking the 

leadership of the Bronx Demo-
cratic party. 

Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto, who fi rst came to know 
Provenzano while working for 
DeMarco, remembered being im-
pressed by her.

“I realized what a competent, 
well-organized, ‘get it done’ type 
of person she was,” said the as-
semblyman, adding that she was 
a natural choice to replace De-
Marco, who went on to be a State 
Supreme Court Justice. Benedetto 
ran her election campaigns. 

Vacca recalled how they 
worked closely together when 
he was district manager, and re-
membered that she helped block 
a high school from being sited at 
the location of the old Interboro 
Theater on East Tremont Avenue, 
and got a senior center built on 
Boston Road. 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. recalled that she was one 
of the people who helped make the 
golf course at Ferry Point Park a 
reality. 

“As a city council member Mad-
eline helped make the east Bronx 
a better place, and was a cham-

pion for the creation of a new golf 
course at Ferry Point Park and a 
fi ghter for the needs of senior citi-
zens and youth throughout the 
community,” he said. 

“Madeline Provenzano was 
a strong women, a paragon of 
public service and a role model 
for other elected offi cials, and 
her spirit and conviction will be 
sorely missed,” he added.

Senator Jeff Klein recalled 
how he worked with Provenzano 
to get things done in the commu-
nity.  

“I’m proud that, together, we 
successfully fought for everything 
from attracting a-world class golf 
course to Ferry Point Park to 
pooling city and state funding to 
combat graffi ti,” said Klein. 

“Madeline was a wonderful 
leader and friend. My thoughts 
and prayers are with her family 
during this time.”

She fi rst became active in lo-
cal affairs in the 1970s, as an ac-
tivist for her Zerega community, 
all while raising three children 
as a widowed single parent. 

Provenzano was the mother 

of Maria, Anthony, and Christo-
pher, her daughter said, adding 
that her son Christopher passed 
away a year and half ago. She had 
seven grandchildren and is sur-
vived by her current husband Na-
than Simmons.

“Above all else, although she 
loved being a politician, her fam-
ily always came fi rst.” said her 
daughter Maria. 

Above (l-r) Long-time customer Lou Marone and owner Charles Maselli are more 
than pleased that Bagel Cafe will stay open. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Bagel Cafe’s lease renewed
From page 1

discuss a deal that would keep 
Bagel Cafe in Bay Plaza, in the 
Bronx and most important, in 
business. 

After the phone conversation 
between both parties, an agree-
ment was reached to extend the 
lease of Bagel Cafe by six years, 
although the exact number of 
years has yet to be offi cially con-
fi rmed. Specifi c details of the 
agreement were not disclosed.

Maselli could not be happier, 
and was very humbled by all of 
the customers and Co-op City/
Bronx residents that showed his 
shop support when Bagel Cafe’s 
future was uncertain.

“Thank goodness for this 
miracle,” he said. The shop was 
closed for almost a week before 
reopening. 

“I’m thankful for everyone 
who was supportive of us when 
this situation was going on. I’m 
also happy for everyone, because 
this doesn’t just benefi t me - it 
benefi ts Prestige Properties, the 
Bronx community as well as the 
neighboring businesses in Bay 
Plaza, and I believe that this is 
a win-win situation for every-
body.”

Both Bagel Cafe and Prestige 
Properties also agreed that the 
shop would need to be renovated 
to give the place a newer look, a 
project that Maselli already had 
intentions to start before the ca-
fe’s lease was ended.

“Although there were re-
ported misunderstandings be-
tween Bagel Cafe and Prestige 
Properties, we have always had 
a good relationship, and we are 
both happy that everything has 

been straightened out,” Maselli 
said.

The bagel shop’s owner admit-
ted that business has been off 
since reopening since many of  
his customers are not aware of 
the good news. 

Long-time customer Lou Ma-
rone called Bagel Cafe a ‘home 
away from home’ in a family-ori-
ented setting, and was happy it 
was remaining open.

“I am both relieved and 
thrilled,” said Marone, who had 
been going there everyday for 
over 20 years, and also added that 
this shop is the ‘last of its kind.’

“At what other 24-hour shop 
in the Bronx can you purchase a 
coffee at under $2 these days?”

Now that Bagel Cafe is re-
opened, Maselli’s belief in pros-
perity, success and hard work re-
sulting in achievement has been 

reinforced.
“This situation just might 

prove that the American dream 
still exists a little bit,” said Ma-

selli.
Prestige Properties could not 

be reached for comment.
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SECURITY DRUGS
PHARMACY/SURGICAL SUPPLIES  ï  DRUGS ï  COSMETICS ï  FRAGRANCES ï VITAMINS ï  HEALTH & BEAUTY

Surgical Supplies
Wheel Chairs

Bath Rails

Hospital Beds 

Diabetic Supplies

5 cent copies

Doctors can call, fax,
E-Rx (3329554) or email us

www. securitydrugs.com

“In my twenty years 

happy to work for 
Security Drugs where 
they take care of their 

customers.”
Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 

Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

Supplies
3250 3rd Avenue
Bronx, NY 10456

Accurate! Fast Friendly Service!
We Now Accept WIC

Flu & Shingles 
Vaccinations

Available Here

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx now has a 

bigger and better place for 
all your vision needs.

Metro Optics Eyewear 
recently opened its fourth 
location in the Bronx at the 
new Throggs Neck Shop-
ping Center. 

They hosted an open 
house and ribbon cutting 
celebration on Tuesday, De-
cember 11. 

The new fl agship store—
which supplements Metro 
Optics’ Westchester Square, 
Parkchester, and Hunts 
Point locations—has been 
in the works for more than 
two years, said owner John 
Bonizio. 

The company was ex-
cited about the Throggs 
Neck Shopping Center from 
the beginning and signed 
the fi rst lease at the prop-
erty, he said, and since then 
has been working to bring 
their vision to life.

“Now it’s up, and it’s 
drop dead gorgeous,” said 
Bonizio about the store.

The front of the shop is 

Metro Optics Eyewear 
opens fl agship store

a spacious, and carefully 
designed, 2,500 square feet-
showroom. 

Just beyond the fl oor dis-
plays are rooms for on-site 
eye exams and contact lens 
fi ttings, plus the laboratory 
where glasses are fabri-
cated on-site. 

The lab allows for same-
day service in most cases, 
said Bonizio, and because it 
serves the other Metro Op-
tics locations too, it offers 
consistent quality through-
out the company.

“We’re very proud of it,” 
said Bonizio about the new-
est location.

The store carries a wide 
range of eyewear for ev-
ery taste and price point. It 
carries high end designers 
like Tom Ford, Valentino, 
Cartier—and it is the only 
Chanel distributor in the 
borough—said Bonizio, in 
addition to budget friendly 
options that run two-for 
$99. The Kids Corner offers 
stylish options for smaller 
faces.

Metro Optics also now 
carries more unique types 

At the grand opening of Metro Optics at the Throggs Neck Shopping Center (l to r) founder Michael 
Ungaro, head of the optometry department Dr. Eva Yan, and founder John Bonizio. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams

of glasses in the form of 
wearable electronics. They 
carry seven models of elec-
tronic eyewear with fea-
tures including Bluetooth, 
video recording, or a vir-
tual theater. 

“There’s nothing you 
can’t get here,” said Bonizio 
about the eyewear selec-
tion.

Aside from the extensive 
inventory and on-site opti-
cal services, Bonizio said 
what sets the company apart 
from others is the high level 
of customer service from 
a knowledgeable staff. For 
example, they know how to  
take people with hard to fi t 
prescriptions and put them 
in fashionable glasses.

“People know when they 
come to Metro Optics we re-
ally care about what they 
leave with,” said Bonizio.

Bonizio believes Metro 
Optics Eyewear’s Throggs 
Neck location is unparal-
leled, and calls it the best 
optical store in New York.

“It’s beautiful, it’s spa-
cious, and we’ve got the best 
customer service.”
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
An ambitious project from 

the Bronx Writers Center, which 
collected more than 50 Bronx-
ites’ short memoirs into an an-
thology, was released in early 
December.

The Bronx Memoir Project, 
Volume 1, features personal 
stories developed during 25 
free writing workshops offered 
by the center throughout the 
spring, said Bronx Writers Cen-
ter director Charlie Vazquez.

The stories included in the 
book represent the unique pop-
ulation of the Bronx, Vazquez 
said. The collection features 
writers young and old, long 
time residents and recent im-
migrants, from a wide range of 
backgrounds.

The memoirs describe expe-
riences from World War II to the 
present, offering a range of emo-
tions with both love stories and 
stories of loss.  

“It’s a very diverse mix of sto-

Bronx Memoir Project, 
Volume 1, released

ries,” said Vazquez.
But one unifying theme in 

many of the stories is one of cul-
ture, said Vazquez.

Very few of th book’s contrib-
utors had ever been published 
before, he said.

“These are unpublished 
voices sharing their stories,” he 
said.

Vazquez hopes Bronxites 
read and relate to their neigh-
bors’ stories, and think about 
participating in the project the 
next time around.

“It gives them an opportunity 
to tell their stories in their own 
words,” he said.

Vazquez also hopes the col-
lection finds an audience out-
side the Bronx, where it could 
bring positive attention to the 
often misunderstood borough.

“A lot of people outside the 
Bronx decide what the Bronx is 
or isn’t,” said Vazquez. 

“What we’re hoping is, by 
reading Bronxites’ first-hand ac-

(Right) The Bronx Writers Center re-
cently published Bronx Memoir Proj-
ect, Volume 1. 

counts, the terrible way  the me-
dia used to portray this borough 
will be eradicated,” he said.

The book will be of value to 
anyone interested in the history 
of the area, said Vazquez, al-
though it makes a great gift for 
the casual reader as well. 

“There’s a lot of amazing sto-
ries here,” said Vazquez.

The proceeds from the book 
go back to the Bronx Council on 
the Arts to support their pro-
gramming. The paperback book 
can be ordered from Amazon.
com, and the e-book is available 
for Kindle and Nook e-readers. 
For more information about the 
project or the Bronx Writers 
Center, visit www.bronxarts.
org.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Seniors and the disabled in two 

CenterLight independent-living 
apartment buildings in Bronx Park 
East have newly renovated digs. 

The leadership of CenterLight 
Health System, along with elected 
and appointed offi cials and clergy, 
held a renovation celebration on 
Wednesday, December 3 after com-
pletion of improvements to about 
250 apartments and two buildings 
on Barker Avenue, the Scheuer 
Gardens and Scheuer Plaza.

The fully occupied apartment 
buildings, providing affordable 
apartments for seniors and the dis-
abled as part of the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
202 supportive housing program, 
were built in the 1980s. They bene-
fi ted from a $10 million renovation.

The festive celebration included 
remarks by CenterLight CEO Mi-
chael Fassler, and from senior vice-
president Stephen Mann, who coor-
dinated the renovation. Remarks 
were also made by CenterLight ex-
ecutive vice-president Paul Rosen-
feld, and a resident in the building, 
Jessica Champagnie. 

“The building was 30 years old, 
and if something is 30 years old, it 

Centerlight renovates senior housing buildings 
needs a touch up,” said Fassler in 
his remarks at the celebration in 
Scheuer Gardens, adding the reno-
vation “was about how to make a 
better environment for the people 
living in this building.”

Fassler said that the upgrades 
to the buildings occurred over a 
14-month period, while the resi-
dents continued to occupy their 
apartments. 

Among the improvements are 
new kitchen fi xtures, windows and 
gym rooms, as well as enhance-
ments and renovations to a game 
room, lobbies, the exteriors of the 
buildings, and roof terrace. There 
were also new garden plantings. 

Elected offi cials gave their seal 
of approval to the renovations and 
to CenterLight, formerly Beth Abra-
ham, in general, as a provider of 
long-term care, housing, and reha-
bilitative services. Speaking were 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj, and Deputy Borough 
President Aurelia Greene. 

Klein said that CenterLight has 
been a leader in long-term care over 
the years.  

“It is an institution that de-
serves praise, an institution that 
never forgets its roots, and an in-

stitution that will always grow in 
Bronx county,” said Klein. 

The buildings are assets to the 
borough because they take in se-
niors and the disabled, said Greene, 
who called the need for such hous-
ing in the Bronx “phenomenal” and 
who thanked CenterLight for car-
ing for the senior community. 

Gjnoaj congratulated Center-
Light for not only going above and 
beyond what was expected, but 

working to give seniors more. 
Champagnie, a resident of  2540 

Barker Avenue, became disabled 
after being shot in the back by a 
stray bullet during a basketball 
tournament. 

She recalled the challenges 
she faced in fi nding an affordable 
apartment that was wheelchair ac-
cessible after receiving her rehabil-
itation at Beth Abraham. She added 
that she is able to live independently 

in the apartment building,  and is 
now completing college. 

CenterLight fi nanced the im-
provements through investors who 
received off-sets to their federal tax 
liabilities, offi cials representing 
the organization said. They added 
that in exchange for the tax cred-
its, the investors agreed to keep the 
buildings affordable for the next 30 
years.  

Above (l-r) Michael Potack, chairman of CenterLight board Paul Rosenfeld, CenterLight executive vice president Senator 
Jeff Klein CenterLight CEO Michael Fassler Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and CL 
senior vice-president Stephen Mann. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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“
For you or a loved one:

LET’S TALK 
ABOUT LIVING WITH
RELAPSING MS

“

Join us for an MS LIVING EVENT. 
Hear from MS experts and others who are living with 
MS. Plus, get some answers about dealing with MS
and information on an oral treatment.
When:
Tuesday, December 23, 2014
6:30PM Eastern

Where:
Morton’s Grille
233 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10003

Expert Speakers
Alan Mazurek, MD

A MEAL WILL BE PROVIDED. FREE PARKING

Call 1-866-703-6293 to reserve your space.
or register at MSlivingevents.com

             EVENT ID: TR278085                                       US.MS.MSX.14.03.014
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shown to be a positive 
move. The residents 
and the merchants have 
already said so.” 

CB 10 district man-
ager Ken Kearns gave 
much of the credit to 
Vacca, the MTA and 
the city Department of 
Transportation for eas-
ing the parking. 

Kearns said that 
this most recent devel-

Parking was restored to stores along Westchester Avenue between Buhre and Pilgrim avenues 
after a deal was worked out between Councilman Vacca and the MTA. The MTA is reconstruct-
ing the Buhre Avenue #6 IRT station. Community News Group/Photo by Patrick Rocchio

MTA frees up parking 
on Westchester Avenue

From page 1
opment is part of a broader 
effort to help ease the park-
ing situation during the 
construction, including ef-
forts to get two-hour park-
ing on one side of the adja-
cent street, Pilgrim Avenue 
between Westchester and 
Buhre avenues. 

Kearns added that the 
parking also helps a local 
barber shop, and about fi ve 
other businesses. “They 
can now direct their cli-

ents to park only a few 
steps away on Pilgrim 
Avenue.” 

Councilman Vacca, 
joined by CB 10, also led 
a successful effort to 
get brighter nighttime 
lighting installed on the 
stretch of Pelham Bay’s 
commercial corridor after 
Lehigh Wines & Liquor 
was robbed at gunpoint, 
said Kearns. That incident 
occurred in October.  

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Two sides of the Bruck-

ner Boulevard sure ‘paint’ 
a different picture for those 
who travel on it daily.

Presently, the westbound 
side of the elevated highway, 
stretching from the RFK 
Bridge to the Sheridan Ex-
pressway, bears a fresh coat 
of vivid green paint, however 
its eastern counterpart is 
still a weathered drab gray-
green. 

This stark contrast is 
very visable to motorists 
driving beneath the Bruck-
ner Expressway.

According to New York 
State Department of Trans-
portation, a portion of the 
Bruckner Expressway bridge 
was painted with  funds from 
the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act. 

However, the $28 million 
in funding for the project was 
not adequate to complete the 
entire bridge, which left half 
the elevated highway struc-
ture and four ramps unfi n-
ished, encompassing more 
than three miles of steel. 

The  NYSDOT opted to 
paint the side of the express-
way which faces the majority 
of residences and businesses, 
knowing the funding was in-
adequate to complete the en-
tire job. 

There is currently no 
active project in the works 
to fi nish the paint worke, 

The Bruckner Expressway’s exterior and underbelly is only painted in one direction. 
 Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

Bruckner painted in 
westbound direction only

however NYSDOT said this 
matter will be taken into 
consideration should fund-
ing become available once 
again.

Dr. Ian Amritt, Com-
munity Board 2 chairman 
would like to see this project 
completed. 

He said that his commu-
nity is undergoing an ex-
tensive revitalization and 
he hopes that the Bruckner 
Expressway will soon follow 
suit.

“It shouldn’t be an eye-
sore,” expressed Dr. Amritt. 

This area has seen the 
ground breaking for the 
brand new Crossings Mall 
and the re-beautifi cation of 
the Hunts Point Avenue IRT 
6 train station plaza. 

In addition, Metro North 
service is slated for arrival 
in Hunts Point, with an ex-
pected date of 2018.

“We’re going to contact 
our state elected offi cials and 
have them advocate on our 
behalf in Albany with the 
State DOT to see if they can 
get the capital funds to com-
plete this project,” explained 
Dr. Amritt. “The commu-
nity board will be putting 
together a letter to the State 
DOT advocating for the com-
pletion of this project.”

Senator Jeffrey Klein 
expressed the following re-
garding this matter, “As part 
of my recently proposed New 

Deal for New York, the IDC 
plans to reinvest $5 billion 
in restitution monies from 
fi nancial crimes right back 
into our local communities 
and into the pockets of our 
hardworking people.”   

“Repainting the Bruck-
ner Expressway is exactly 
the type of public works proj-
ect that would be eligible 
for funding under my new 
Community Jobs Program 
and it’s exactly the type of 
project that would not only 
benefi t our community, but 
create good-paying jobs for 
unemployed, job seeking 
New Yorkers right here in 
the Bronx,” he added.

Despite the Bruckner 
Expressway’s setback, NY-
SDOT is working diligently 
to aid contractors in a host 
of other restoration projects 
throughout the borough, 
cited Diane Park, NYSDOT - 
Region 11 public information 
offi cer.

These include renovating 
the Lafayette Avenue Bridge 
overlooking the Throgs Neck 
Expressway, the Pennyfi eld 
Avenue Bridge, the Castle 
Hill Avenue Bridge over 
Bruckner Boulevard, the 
Major Deegan Expressway 
from East 138th Street to the 
Macombs Dam Bridge, and 
the Major Deegan Express-
way Bridge overlooking the 
Mosholu Parkway. 
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FROZEN • MATTEL • DISNEY
BARBIE • SPIDERMAN • HASBRO

NINJA • BRATZ • & MORE

IT’S FURTASTIC! 
FUR TRIMMED
SPECIAL PURCHASE!

$7$7$10$10 $8$8
$10$10

DENIM
MENS • LADIES • KIDS

NAME BRAND
ACTIVEWEAR

SWEATERS

HOLIDAY GIFTS

DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER! DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER!

DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER! DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER!

DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER!

PLUS COLLEGE TEES

OUTERWEAR
BLOWOUT!

HOTTEST COLORS
& STYLES 

OF THE SEASON
SWEATERS • VESTS • LEGGINGS

HANDBAGS • BOOTS & MORE

FOR THE 
ENTIRE FAMILY!

HOODIES
FOR THE 

ENTIRE FAMILY!

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
Wool • Bubbles • Vests

Parkas • Snorkels
Quilted • Fur Trimmed 

Even Leather!

Hoodies • Sweatshirts
Pants • Vests 

Watches • Jewelry • Wallets
Boxed Handkerchiefs • Perfume 

Cuff Link Sets • Tie Sets
Leather Gloves • & More

Thermal-Lined
Fleece • Sherpa-Lined

Vests & More

$5$5

$15$15
DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER! DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER! DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER!

LADIES 
FASHION  
BOOTS

2FOR
$102FOR
$10

3FOR
$103FOR
$10

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

GIFT BLOWOUT!

4
DAYS
ONLY!
4

DAYS
ONLY!

$10$10SELECT
ITEMS

$50 MILLION TOY
BUYOUT!

& under& under

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • HOLIDAY HOURS: MON-SAT 9AM-10PM • SUN 9AM-9PM

SPECIAL
HOURS
OPEN
LATE!

Values to
$100!

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-200-8063

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100
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