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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A beacon of civic life and 

a key east Bronx elected of-
fi cial and political operative 
has passed.

Councilwoman Madeline 
Provenzano, who represented 
the communities of Throggs 
Neck, Zerega, and Morris 
Park, died at Calvary Hospi-
tal on Sunday, December 7. 
The cause was breast cancer, 
her daughter Maria Proven-
zano said. 

The councilwoman was 78. 
She represented many east 
Bronx communities in the 
council from 1997 until 2005, 
when she was term-limited. 

She served as chief-of-staff 
to Councilman Michael De-
Marco for 19 years, learning 
the ropes of local government 
and City Hall. 

Councilman James Vacca, 

who replaced Provenzano 
in the Council, said that her 
time working with DeMarco 
helped her get a lot accom-
plished when she was elected 
to that post. 

“She certainly knew what 
buttons to push in city govern-
ment to get things done”, said 
Vacca, adding, “that she liked 
to get to the point of a conver-
sation or situation, and was a 
no-nonsense person”. 

Her core concerns were 
youth and seniors, and she 
was a strong advocate of the 
arts, he added. 

“She was fi ercely inde-
pendent and took positions 
that were independent of 
the power structure,”  Vacca 
said, recalling how she twice 
endorsed the candidacy of 
Mayor Bloomberg, bucking 
the leadership of the Bronx 

Democratic party. 
Assemblyman Michael 

Benedetto, who fi rst came to 
know Provenzano while work-
ing for DeMarco, remembered 
being impressed by her.

“I realized what a compe-
tent, well-organized, ‘get it 
done’ type of person she was,” 
said the assemblyman, adding 
that she was a natural choice 
to replace DeMarco, who 
went on to be a State Supreme 
Court Justice. Benedetto ran 
her election campaigns. 

Vacca recalled how they 
worked closely together when 
he was district manager, and 
remembered that she helped 
block a high school from be-
ing sited at the location of the 
old Interboro Theater on East 
Tremont Avenue, and got a se

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A bagel shop that was ex-

pected to close for good has 
been given new life.

Bagel Cafe, a 24-hour ba-
gel shop in Bay Plaza Shop-
ping Center that also sells 
MetroCards and Lottery tick-
ets, came to an agreement 
with property owner Pres-
tige Properties to continue 
operationing at their long-
lasting location on 2214 Bar-
tow Avenue.

Expecting to close on Sun-
day, November 30, Bagel Cafe 
was ready to accept the harsh 
reality after 25 years of busi-

ness, because Prestige Prop-
erties’ refusal to renew its 
lease.

However, in a quick turn-
around, Prestige Proper-
ties reached out to Bagel 
Cafe owner Charles Maselli 
on Saturday, December 6, at 
the eleventh hour to discuss 
a deal that would keep Ba-
gel Cafe in Bay Plaza, in the 
Bronx and most important, 
in business. 

After the phone conversa-
tion between both parties, an 
agreement was reached to ex-
tend the lease of Bagel Cafe 
by six years, although the ex-

act number of years has yet 
to be offi cially confi rmed. 
Specifi c details of the agree-
ment were not disclosed.

Maselli could not be hap-
pier, and was very humbled 
by all of the customers and 
Co-op City/Bronx residents 
that showed his shop support 
when Bagel Cafe’s future was 
uncertain.

“Thank goodness for this 
miracle,” he said. The shop 
was closed for almost a week 
before reopening. 

“I’m thankful for every

Evan Matos met Santa Claus at the Throggs Neck Christmas Tree 
Lighting on Sunday, December 7. See more photos from the event 
on pages 46 and 47. Photo by Laura Stone
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Provenzano, who represented 
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Neck, Zerega, and Morris 
Park, died at Calvary Hospi-
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her daughter Maria Proven-
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tent, well-organized, ‘get it 
done’ type of person she was,” 
said the assemblyman, adding 
that she was a natural choice 
to replace DeMarco, who 
went on to be a State Supreme 
Court Justice. Benedetto ran 
her election campaigns. 

Vacca recalled how they 
worked closely together when 
he was district manager, and 
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gel Cafe in Bay Plaza, in the 
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tend the lease of Bagel Cafe 
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Maselli could not be hap-
pier, and was very humbled 
by all of the customers and 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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OUR LADY OF HOPE CREMATION GARDEN 
NOW OPEN AT ST. RAYMOND’S CEMETERY

Selection and Purchase Available
Please contact Marlene at the Cemetery office at 718-792-2080 for more information

LIKE us on Facebook; www.facebook.com/StRaysCem.Main    or follow us on Twitter@StRaysCem

Cremation is permitted by the Catholic Church and 
Catholics are reminded that the cremains (ashes) are to 
be treated with respect and dignity. Cremains should be 
buried immediately after a Funeral Mass and cremains 
should never be displayed or stored in an urn at home or 
sprinkled over land or water. Just as a body is reverently 
buried after a Funeral Mass so, too, should cremains be 
buried reverently with prayer and holy water. 

Our Lady of Hope Cremation Garden will be a proper 
resting place for your loved ones in our well-cared for 
and well-maintained mausoleum area. Families for 
financial reasons may select a niche in the new garden 
with a religious burial service celebrated there.

La cremación es permitida por la Iglesia Católica y
católicos son recordados que las cenizas deben de ser
tratadas con respeto y dignidad. Las cenizas debe ser
enterradas inmediatamente después de una Misa
Fúnebrey. Las cenizas nunca deban ser exhibidas o
almacenadas en una urna en casa, ni rociadas sobre
tierra o agua. Así como un cuerpo es enterrado
reverentemente después de una Misa Fúnebre, así
también deben las cenizas ser enterradas
reverentemente con oraciones y agua bendita.

Nuestro Jardín de Cremación Nuestra Señora de
la Esperanza será un lugar de descanso apropiado para
nuestros seres queridos en el área del mausoleo que es
bien-cuidada y bien-mantenida. Las familias por
razones financieras pueden seleccionar un nicho en este
Nuevo jardín y un funeral religioso sera celebrado allí.
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ALLEY CAT CAFE
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

WE’RE SMOKIN’
DOWN THE ALLEY

TRY OUR DELICIOUS

BBQ FAVORITES!
 BRISKET
 CHICKEN
 ST. LOUIS RIBS
 SHORT RIBS

 PULLED PORK
 BURNT ENDS
 WINGS
 PORK CHOPS

OVER A DOZEN SIDES
TO CHOOSE FROM

BRISKET..............................
ST. LOUIS RIBS...................
PULLED PORK....................
PULLED CHICKEN...............
SALMON.............................
3LB CHICKENS...................
JUMBO WINGS...................
SIDES..................................

CATERING NOW AVAILABLE
ADD OUR FAVORITE DISHES TO YOUR HOLIDAY MEAL SELECTION

1/2 TRAYS & FULL TRAYS AVAILABLE!
$60/$120
$65/$130
$50/$100
$45/$90
$75/$150
5 FOR $40/10 FOR $80
40 COUNT $40 - 80 COUNT $80
$30/$60

CORN ON THE COB, MASH N’ GRAVY, MIXED GREEN SALAD, COLLARD GREENS, DIRTY RICE, BAKED POTATO, 
CINNAMON APPLE SAUCE, MAC N’ CHEESE*  *(ADD $20/$40 FOR MAC N’ CHEESE)

ALSO 1-FOOT, 3-FOOT & 5-FOOT SANDWICHES & PLATTERS

ALLEY CAT CAFE
CATERING MENU

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK * FULL SERVICE BAR
CRAFT BEERS - HAPPY HOUR 3PM TO 7PM MON- SAT

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED

TAKE OUT & FREE DELIVERY
15 FAMILY PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM

SEE OUR COMPLETE MENU @ ALLEYCATCAFEBRONXBBQ.COM

SUNDAY BRUNCH 11AM TO 4 PM
COMPLIMENTARY MIMOSA, BLOODY MARY,BLOODY MARIA OR LAZY LEMONADE

FABULOUS FRIDAY NIGHT KARAOKE 10PM TO 1AM

Parking was restored to stores along Westchester Avenue between Buhre and Pilgrim av-
enues after a deal was worked out between Councilman Vacca and the MTA. The MTA is 
reconstructing the Buhre Avenue #6 IRT station. 
 Community News Group/Photo by Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Shoppers and local businesses in 

Pelham Bay are getting some relief 
this holiday season. 

Renovation on the Buhre Ave-
nue #6 IRT station will continue un-
stopped during December, but at the 
request of Councilman James Vacca, 
the Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority and its contractor have moved 
equipment and materials to free up 
parking on Westchester Avenue. 

Parking will be available on 
Westchester Avenue between Burhe 
and Pilgrim avenues, said Vacca, 
from Thursday, December 4 on 
through the new year.  

“The contractor for the MTA con-
solidated his supplies, and until 
January 2nd, at least, there will be 
parking,” said Vacca, who said that 
the spaces are in front of Pilgrim 
Pharmacy, Lehigh Wines & Liquors, 
Pruzzo’s Supermarket, and a carpet 
store. 

The contractors’ shifting of equip-
ment, including Dumpsters and ma-
terials, is having a positive effect, 
said the councilman. 

He added that it is fairly common 
during capital projects for parking 
issues to be mitigated during the hol-
iday season. 

Pelham Bay Merchants Associa-
tion president Irene Guanill thanked 
Vacca, and Community Board 10, 
who she said have both worked on be-
half of the merchants to help during 
the ongoing construction at the sta-
tion. 

MTA frees up parking 
on Westchester Avenue

“The Pelham Bay Merchants want 
to thank Councilman Jimmy Vacca 
and Ken Kearns for communicating 
our concerns to the MTA, and suc-
cessfully getting the MTA to free up 
parking for the holidays,” said Gu-
nanil.  “We are grateful. They moved 
it and it is temporary, but it is the best 
thing to do in the holiday spirit.” 

She added: “It has already shown 
to be a positive move. The residents 
and the merchants have already said 
so.” 

CB 10 district manager Ken 
Kearns gave much of the credit to 
Vacca, the MTA and the city Depart-
ment of Transportation for easing 
the parking. 

Kearns said that this most recent 
development is part of a broader ef-
fort to help ease the parking situa-
tion during the construction, includ-
ing efforts to get two-hour parking 
on one side of the adjacent street, Pil-
grim Avenue between Westchester 
and Buhre avenues. 

Kearns added that the parking 
also helps a local barber shop, and 
about fi ve other businesses. “They 
can now direct their clients to park 
only a few steps away on Pilgrim Av-
enue.” 

Councilman Vacca, joined by CB 
10, also led a successful effort to get 
brighter nighttime lighting installed 
on the stretch of Pelham Bay’s com-
mercial corridor after Lehigh Wines 
& Liquor was robbed at gunpoint, 
said Kearns. That incident occurred 
in October.  
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200

HOMEMADE
TRY OUR

RAVIOLIS

W
e 
W

ou
ld
 Li

ke
 To

 W
ish

 A
ll 
Of O

ur
 C

us
to

m
er

s,

Fr
ien

ds
 &

 Fa
m

ily
 A

 V
er

y 
M

er
ry

 C
hr

ist
m

as

& A
 H

ea
lth

y 
an

d 
Hap

py
 N

ew
 Y
ea

r..
..

Th
an

k 
Yo

u 
Fo

r Y
ou

r

Co
nt

in
ue

d 
Pa

tro
na

ge
.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 12-18, 20146    BTR

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A trailblazing elected offi cial, 
who served the Bronx and the 

city in many capacities, has 
passed away at the age of 85.

Herman Badillo, who 
served as Bronx borough pres-
ident from 1966 to 1970, was a 
trailblazing Puerto Rican and 
Latino elected offi cial for de-
cades. He was elected to Con-
gress for four terms, starting 
in the 1970s, from a district that 
included a portion of the south-
ern Bronx.

He was the fi rst native 
Puerto Rican to be elected to 
the U.S. Congress. He was a 
candidate for mayor, for city 
and state comptroller, and was 
a certifi ed public accountant.

In his later career he moved 
his liberal political leanings 
more to the right, and became a 
close ally of former Mayor Giu-
lani in the 1990s.

He served as board chair-
man of the City University of 
New York, as well as a chair-
man for BronxNet public ac-
cess television.

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr., who honored Badillo 
with an induction onto the 

Herman Badillo passes away at 85
Bronx Walk of Fame in 2010, 
saw the elder statesman as a 
role model.

“I am deeply saddened by 
the passing of a man whom I 
looked up to as a role model 
and who represented Latinos, 
Bronxites and all New York-
ers as an exemplary public ser-
vant,” stated the borough pres-
ident, when news of Badillo’s 
passing broke on Wednesday, 
December 3.

“As the fi rst Puerto Rican 
to be elected as Bronx borough 
president, as a U.S. Represen-
tative, and to be a mayoral 
candidate in our city, Herman 
Badillo was one of my inspira-
tions as a young man of Puerto 
Rican descent who was born 
and raised in the Bronx and 
pursuing a career in politics,” 
said Diaz.

“He was a true Bronxite 
and the epitome of a passionate 
leader who truly cared for his 
community. Herman Badillo 
worked assiduously through-
out his career to make a differ-
ence in the lives of countless in-
dividuals across our borough 
and city,” he added.

The borough president said 

that, most importantly, Badillo 
was a close mentor and a per-
sonal friend.

“Herman was always there 
to listen to questions and of-
fer advice,” he said. “He was a 
guiding voice early in my ca-
reer, and he remained a rock 
throughout my time in elected 
offi ce.”

Former borough president 

Fernando Ferrer said that the 
Herman Badillo he met in the 
late 1960s and early 1970s was 
quite a man. 

“He believed in all the 
things that I think made huge 
contributions to our commu-
nity, as well as to New York,” 
said Ferrer. “His advocacy was 
even inspiring, And I think 
those are things that will make 

history ultimately be very kind 
to him.” 

However, Ferrer said that 
the Badillo he encountered in 
the 1990s confused him. 

“He became a different guy 
in the 1990s, but I prefer to re-
member the early Herman,” he 
said. 

Senator Jeff Klein called Ba-
dillo a pioneer who was an out-
standing voice for Bronx resi-
dents and the entire Hispanic 
community.

“As the fi rst Puerto Rican 
leader to be elected as borough 
president and then to Congress, 
he paved the way for so many 
others that would later follow 
in his footsteps,” said Klein.

Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito said she was 
saddening to hear of the trail-
blazing Badillo’s passing. 

“Herman rose as a leader 
in the 1950s and 60s, an era in 
which he defended a commu-
nity that was openly branded 
as ‘a problem’ for this city,” she 
said.  

According to published re-
ports, Badillo’s death was at-
tributed to congestive heart 
failure.

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. stands with Herman Badillo and his 
wife, Gail, at the 2010 Bronx Ball at Orchard Beach. Mr. Badillo, a former 
borough president and congressman, was inducted to the Bronx Walk of 
Fame in 2010.
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www.ridgewoodbank.comMember
FDIC

“It’s the most  

 of  the Year”
Wonderful Time 

Share your holiday pet 
photo and you could 
win a $250 gift card!

Visit facebook.com/RidgewoodBank for details

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

Our physicians at Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Montefiore Medical Center want your 
help in testing whether a lubricant can help prevent the spread of human papillomavirus (HPV).

ARE YOU A HEALTHY WOMAN 19–35 YEARS OLD?

Details of This Study:

 Find out if using a lubricant that contains a 
natural compound can protect against HPV 
infection

 Find out if the lubricant is well tolerated

 If you are pregnant, breastfeeding, or have 
significant medical disease, you may not 
participate

Your Part in the Study:

 During the course of the study, you will 
be asked to use a lubricant each time 
you have sex

 You will get regular testing for HPV and 
other sexually transmitted diseases

For your participation, you can receive
up to $750* in reimbursement, or more.
*Reimbursement depends on the length of your participation.

For more information,  
call 646-574-2369 or email  
StopHPV@montefiore.org. www.montefiore.org/hpv-clinical-trial

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Times Reporter 

will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 

Birthday

Gramdmother Dana DeSte-
fano wants to wish her grand-
son David Ryan a happy 
fourth birthday: 

Happy 4th Birthday to the 
best kid, David Ryan.  We love 
you so much.  Love, Mama, 

Grandpa, Grandma and Uncle 
Anthony. 

Future Medical 

Leader Excellence 

Parents Christopher Salzo 
and Teresa Salzo altered the 
Bronx Times that their son, 
Joseph Salzo, a junior at 
Fordham Prep, was invited to 
Washington D.C. to take part 
in gathering of top high school 
students in the country called 
The Congress of Future Medi-
cal Leaders. The event, held in 
November, was hosted by the 
National Academy of Future 
Physicians and Medical Sci-
entists.

John Luisi 

Memorialized

Long-time Bronx resident 
John Luisi, age 71, passed 
away on Saturday, November 
25. At the time of his passing, 
his wife Grace was sitting by 
his side at Temecula Hospital 
in CA. 

He was the oldest of his sib-
lings, Robert, Theresa and Su-
zanne.  

John retired from the NYC 
Transit Authority in 1997 and 

was greatly admired by his co-
workers during his 34 years of 
service.

Over 150 family members, 
friends and neighbors at-
tended his wake at Sisto Fu-
neral Home.

A memorial luncheon was 
held in Menifee, CA on Sun-
day, November 31.

John is survived by his 
wife Grace, daughters Yvonne  
and Denise and son John and 
grandchildren Nicole, Bri-
anna, Johnny and Lucas.

Greenstein passes

Susan P. Greenstein, 69, 
died at home in Manchester, 
NJ on December 7. Born and 
raised in the Bronx, she was David Ryan

Joseph Salzo

a resident of the borough most 
of her life, until she moved to 
Manchester four years ago. 
She worked for nearly 25 years 
at the JHS 135 until retiring in 
2002. She was very active in 
the UTF and was a past union 
representative.

 Mrs. Greenstein is sur-
vived by a son, Stewart Green-
stein and a daughter, Michele 
Greenstein and her husband 
Paul Coviello and grandchil-
dren Peter and Julia.

Memorial donations may 
be made in her name to www.
hopkinsmedicine.org/sup-
port directed to Dr. David Cos-
grove or www.cholangiocarci-
noma.org.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, faculty, 
staff and students, Preston High School 
would like to wish you a Blessed Christmas 
and a Peaceful New Year.

We are all very grateful 
for the support of the 
entire community – 
our families, alumnae, 
friends and the business 
community. Thank 
you for sharing and 
participating in our 
tradition of compassion, 
education, leadership 
and service.

Best Wishes
for a 

Blessed Christmas

Artwork by Joanna Rosario, 
PHS Class of 2017

Preston High School 

2780 Schurz Avenue
Bronx, New York 10465

(718) 863-9134

www.prestonhs.org
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Real people answer the phone at a health  
insurance company? Shut the front door! 
Surprising, but true. Now there’s a different kind of health insurance company. One where real people called CareConnectors  
give you VIP treatment every step of the way. They answer the phones, can make doctors’ appointments for you (on your schedule) 
and help out with billing so you can just focus on getting well and staying that way. Still skeptical?

See for yourself. Call toll-free 855-558-5959. GetCareConnect.com
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MLD Mortgage Inc. d/b/a The Money Store®  1900 Hempstead Turnpike, Suite 206, East Meadow, NY  11554, 516.227.2500  NMLS# 1019  Licensed by the NJ Department 
of Banking License# 9917842. Licensed by the NY Banking Department License# B500824. Not all applicants may qualify. Some products may not be available in all states. 
Program, rates, terms and conditions apply. All rights reserved. Equal Opportunity Lender.  See www.themoneystore.com/statelicensing for state licensing information. 
www.mnlsconsumeraccess.org and www.themoneystore.com/privacy-policy

®
A Trusted Mortgage Brand For Over 40 Years

For over 40 years, The Money Store name has been synonymous with mortgage 
lending. As a Direct Lender we can offer rates among the lowest in the country 
and our in-house processing assures the quickest possible turnaround times.  
Superior customer service is our building block, we don’t just sell mortgages, 
we build relationships.

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY
Before Mortgage Rates Go Up

Save $1,000 with every 
loan you close with me!

Amrish Dias
Senior Loan Offi cer 

(NMLS# 65714)

Offi ce:  800.895.9976
Cell:     516.860.6238
Fax:      866.219.4347

Adias@themoneystore.com

42nd PCT.
Wednesday, Dec. 3,  6:00 p.m. — A fi ve-foot tall 

by three-feet wide crucifi x was stolen from the lobby 
of Saint Anthony of Padau Roman Catholic Church lo-
cated at 832 east 166 street, while church services 
were in progress.

43rd PCT.
Wednesday, Dec. 3,  5:47 p.m. – In front of 1265 

Morrison Avenue, an unidentifi ed male approached 
two police offi cers who were on foot and informed 
them that a male was bleeding inside of the location. 
The offi cers entered the building and observed a 19 
year-old male unconscious and unresponsive with 
a gunshot wound to his torso. The male was trans-
ported by EMS to Jacobi Hospital where he was pro-
nounced DOA.

44th PCT.
Tuesday, Dec. 2,  10:57 p.m. – Police responded 

to a 911 call regarding a wellness check at 121 Clarke 
Place. Upon arrival, offi cers observed a 51-year-old fe-
male unconscious and unresponsive in the bedroom, 
with apparent trauma. EMS responded to the location 
and pronounced the female DOA at the scene.

Saturday Dec. 6,  5:25 p.m. – Police responded 
to a 911 call of a male shot in front of 270 East 165 
Street. Upon arrival, responding offi cers discovered 
the victim, a 27-year-old male, unconscious and unre-
sponsive with gunshot wounds to his torso. EMS also 

responded to the scene and transported the victim to 
Lincoln Hospital where he succumbed to his injuries.

47th PCT.
Tuesday, Dec. 2,  12:47 a.m. – Police respond-

ed to a 911 call of a person shot at East 213 Street 
and Holland Avenue. Upon arrival, offi cers observed 
a 31-year-old female, unconscious and unresponsive, 
with a gunshot wound to the head, lying on the side-
walk near East 213 Street and Carlisle Place. EMS re-
sponded and transported the victim to Jacobi Hospi-
tal, where she was pronounced DOA.

49th PCT.
Saturday, Nov. 22, 3:47 p.m. — Police re-

sponded to a call of an assault on the corner of Bronx 
Park East and Mace Avenue.  Upon arrival, officers 
observed a 42 year-old male unconscious and un-
responsive lying on the street. EMS responded and 
transported the victim to Jacobi Hospital where he 
was pronounced DOA.

52nd PCT.
Saturday, Dec. 6, 1:00 a.m. — Police respond-

ed to a 911 call for a wellness check. Upon arrival, 
police entered the residential building, and observed 
a 64 year-old female unconscious and unresponsive. 
EMS responded and pronounced the female DOA at 
the scene.
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650 FREE 
PARKING SPACES!

COME SHOPPING FOR GREAT VALUES

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT  
LAFAYETTE AVE. & BRUSH AVE. 

ALONGSIDE HUTCHINSON RIVER PARKWAY

GRAND OPENING
OF THE NEW

THROGGS NECK
SHOPPING CENTER
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Wi-Fi opens

opportunities

Scholarship
database

Dear editor,
The last decade has seen an 

upsurge in innovative compa-
nies and start-ups transform-
ing many downtrodden areas 
of New York, notably Brook-
lyn’s Navy Yard and Dumbo 
neighborhoods. These commu-
nities – once considered down-
trodden.

Yet somehow, the same in-
novation renaissance that con-
tinues to redefi ne boroughs 
like Brooklyn has not made its 
way to the Bronx. A number 
of factors have played a role in 
this, including a lack of infra-
structure in some of these ar-
eas – but it hasn’t been for lack 
of trying.

For nearly 20 years, Per 
Scholas has been working to 
bridge the broad digital divide 
separating low-income commu-
nities in the Bronx. Which is 
why we were genuinely excited 
to learn about New York City’s 
partnership with CityBridge to 
launch LinkNYC, a free Wi-Fi 
network offering high-speed in-
ternet across the fi ve boroughs 
via de-commissioned telephone 
booths.

Connectivity is a powerful 
tool that will give overlooked 
and underdeveloped parts of not 
only the Bronx, but other parts 
of New York City an invaluable 
boost, paving the way for in-
novative and tech-savvy busi-
nesses to begin transforming 
these neighborhoods. A surge 
of tech-enabled businesses will 
bring new, higher-wage jobs to 
the Bronx and communities 
across the entire city.

 Angie Kamath, executive 

director, Per Scholas

Dear editor,
College is currently a rel-

evant issue in the lives of se-
niors all across the Bronx. As 
some of us are just beginning 
to send out our applications 
to schools not only across the 
state but across the nation as 
well, some of us are receiving 
acceptance letters. 

A student could get into the 
college of their dreams, but the 
main factor that determines 
whether or not they can attend 
the institution is the tuition. 
Scholarships are always avail-
able to us, but they are actually 

Claims are
unsupported
Dear editor,
Last week Frank Vernuc-

cio voiced concern about pur-
ported attacks on the First 
Amendment, which guaran-
tees our right to free speech, 
in his COMACTA column.  
Vernuccio correctly views 
any erosion of the rights en-
shrined and protected by the 
fi rst amendment to the consti-
tution to be alarming. 

However the evidence he 
cites to bolster his opinion 
about the cause of this prob-
lem is both scanty and sus-
pect.

For example, he cites 
an article where President 
Obama stated that he would 
be “in a very strong position” 
to amend campaign laws, 
equating this statement with 
an attack on the fi rst amend-
ment.  How does amending  
campaign laws represent an 
attempt to stifl e free speech? 
This question remains un-
answered.  The writer voices 
his opinion, but fails to offer 
any evidence to support his 
claim.

The writer characterizes 
the government Accountabil-
ity Board of Wisconsin as ha-
rassing “non-leftist groups 
that seek to disseminate their 
views”. Wikipedia defi nes 
this board as: “a non-partisan 
regulatory agency of the State 
of Wisconsin which adminis-
ters and enforces Wisconsin 
law pertaining to campaign 
fi nance, elections, ethics and 
lobbying”. How could this 
government organization ha-
rass right-wing groups?  This 
opinion is unsupported and 
many would consider it lu-
dicrous since Scott Walker, 
the governor of Wisconsin, 
is arguably the most extreme 
proponent of the right-wing 
agenda, stripping workers 
of their rights, cutting taxes 
for the wealthy and reducing 
money for social services.  

Pay raise for
legislators

Dear editor,
I write in response to 

Larry Penner’s letter from 
your December 5 -December 
11 edition in which he ques-
tioned why New York State 
legislators should not be enti-
tled to a pay raise. Several of 
the facts presented need some 
clarifi cation.

Penner states that the 
legislator job is part-time, 
that we work from January 
to June and that in the 2014 
year we worked for 62 days in 
that time span. The average 
worker, in that time, would 
have worked 125 days (deduct-
ing weekends and holidays). ,

Now, let’s look closer at his 
misleading statement. The 62 
days that Penner refers to are 
the days we are in session in 
Albany. He implies that those 
are the only days that leg-
islators work. It seems that 
Penner doesn’t believe that on 
the other days we are in our 
district offi cers. We are. We 
are working for our constitu-
ents from our home offi ces.  

Furthermore, quite often 
we work weekends, attending 
community events, commu-
nity breakfasts and dinners. 
And while ‘ordinary’ citizens 
get holidays to spend time 
with family and to rest and 
relax, elected offi cials quite 
often must work those days. 
Plus, Penner doesn’t take into 
account that the ‘ordinary’ 
citizens’ work-day ends at 5 
p.m. while the elected offi cial 
will quite often work several 
more hours going to commu-
nity events and meetings. 

Understand, I am not com-
plaining about my job, a job 
that I love, but please let the 
facts be presented fairly and 
accurately.

As far as his accusations 
that many have second jobs 
and make even more money, 
yes, some do have second 
jobs. 

However, most do not. I 
for one have my assembly 
job and that is all. I work full 
time as an assemblyman, as 
does the vast majority of my 
colleagues. Furthermore, I 
see no reason why someone 

should not be permitted to 
have a second job (as many 
‘ordinary’ people have), as 
long as their legislative and 
constituent service duties are 
not affected.

Continuing his assault, 
Penner contends that “most” 
legislators get lulus on top of 
their regular pay of $79,500 
which can bring their com-
pensation up to $121,000/year 
(if the lulu is the maximum of 
$41,500) not to mention their 
reimbursement for travel and 
lodging expenses. While this 
is partly true let me clarify 
some things. 

“Most” legislators do not 
get lulus. In my own case 
I did not receive this extra 
compensation until I served 
for seven years and became 
chairman of a committee. 
Furthermore, most (and this 
is a real “most”) lulus are 
in the $12,500-15,000 range. 
This is a nice sum indeed, 
however, nowhere near the 
$41,500 Penner would like you 
to believe. And yes, we do get 
travel reimbursements, but 
this is as it is stated, a reim-
bursement for food and lodg-
ing while we are in Albany 
and not when we are home. 

 Lastly, Penner points out 
that we saught legislative of-
fi ce. No one forced us to take 
the job. We knew what the sal-
ary was. I

f we didn’t want the job 
and the pay it offered than we 
shouldn’t have run for offi ce 
in the fi rst place. We should 
feel content with what we 
have and stop complaining 
about our job and asking for a 
pay raise.    

Hogwash! As I said be-
fore, I love my job and I never 
complain about it. However, 
Penner’s logic does not work. 
The fact that we knew the 
compensation before we en-
tered the job and thus should 
not ask for a raise is not rea-
sonable. 

If that logic is true, than 
any worker who accepts a 
job has no reason to expect a 
raise (they all knew what the 
compensation was before they 
accepted the job).  

Penner sounds like the 
boss-owner who never wants 
to pay his workers more 
money even though the cost 
of living goes up ever year. He 
would probably say, “be grate-
ful you have a job and get back 
to work”.,

Assemblyman 

Michael R. Benedetto

If COMACTA hopes to per-
suade others of the merits 
of their positions, more evi-
dence and less speculation is 
in order.        

Pasqual Pelosi

harder to fi nd than one may 
think. Local organizations 
should create more scholarship 
opportunities for the Bronx’ 
brightest students and should 
organize them in an offi cial da-
tabase to allow easy access. 

If we know where to look for 
these scholarships, it will be 
that much more possible for us 
to receive these scholarships. 

Genesis Diaz
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IS IT EBOLA?

Bill de Blasio 
Mayor
Mary T. Bassett, MD, MPH 
Commissioner

New York City is taking aggressive  

steps to ensure the health and safety  

of all New Yorkers.

If you believe that you have been a 

victim of discrimination because you are 

African, were in Africa, or because others 

believe you have Ebola, call 311 to contact 

the NYC Commission on Human Rights.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  
visit nyc.gov/ebola

You can ONLY get Ebola from direct contact with 
the body fluids (blood, vomit, urine, feces, sweat) 
of a person sick with Ebola or who died of Ebola.

If you or a loved one visited West Africa and get 
sick WITHIN 21 days, call 911.

You will be seen right away regardless of ability to 
pay. The hospital staff will not ask you about your 
immigration status.

718.514.6820    PlazaCollege.edu/newcampus
118-33 Queens Boulevard, Forest Hills

Register Today For January Classes!
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*Consumers in New York City who enrolled via the NY State of 
Health Marketplace October 15, 2013 to April 15, 2014.

“More New Yorkers choose MetroPlus
than any other health plan!*”

Learn about no-cost or low-cost health insurance options available through the NY State of Health Marketplace. 

Depending upon your income, you may pay little or nothing for your coverage! Learn if you 
and your family qualify – and how to choose the health insurance plan that’s right for you.

For detailed location information and to RSVP, please call: 
1.866.303.9629 or visit us at metroplus.org

MKT 14.33

North Central Bronx Hospital
3424 Kossuth Avenue

17th Floor Cafeteria
Wednesday, December 17

5:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.

Jacobi Hospital
1400 Pelham Parkway South

4th Floor Auditorium
Thursday, December 18
5:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M.

Morrisania D&T Center
1225 Gerard Avenue

2nd Floor, Room 214
Monday, December 22
5:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.

Now through Feb. 15 is your chance to enroll in a NY State of Health Marketplace plan.

Find out why at a free seminar.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Department of City 

Planning will deliver its fi nd-
ings about a vital east Bronx 
traffi c artery in several 
months. 

Originally scheduled to be 
completed in mid-2014, as was 
previously reported in the 
Bronx Times, the DCP made 
public on their website that 
they will present the fi ndings 
of a report that studies traffi c 
along the Hutchinson River 
Parkway corridor from Co-op 
City to the Ferry Point early 
next year, likely in spring 2015. 

DCP took time to take in 
more community input after 
the formation of a coalition 
of community organizations 
called the Inter-Association 
Traffi c Steering Committee. 

“City Planning has been 
meeting with community 
stakeholders,  including Sena-
tor [Jeff] Klein, and city and 
state agencies from the outset 
of this process,” said a DCP 
spokeswoman. “This is not 
a race – it’s important to get 
the right recommendations in 
place to support this growing 
area with its complex transpor-
tation network.”

She added: “We are working 

Hutch report slated for spring 
to bring together the relevant 
agencies to analyze the feasi-
bility of the improvements the 
community desires so that we 
can fi nalize a study that will be 
a roadmap to enhance connec-
tivity, circulation, as well ac-
cess and safety for auto, bicycle 
and pedestrian users.”

Now some of the traffi c ad-
vocates at IATSC, who are con-
cerned that the community will 
become overrun with traffi c af-
ter the opening of new malls 
and commercial developments 
along the corridor, see the de-
lay as something positive, al-
lowing more time for the issues 
to be studied. 

After hearing about the 
study’s delay, Arlene Grauer, 
one of the leading lights of the 
IATSC, said that she thought it 
was a “good“ sign.

“A later report that is a good 
report is better than a timely 
report that is not complete,” 
she said, as she expressed op-
timism that DCP is listening 
to community concerns about 
traffi c in an area where three 
new malls and several commer-
cial developments will open or 
have already opened. 

She said that it is her hope 
that DCP will be innovative in 

developing solutions. 
Another member of the 

IATSC, John Doyle, said that 
he is already fi elding concerns 
about the two new malls that 
have opened, specifi cally in his 
capacity as a board member of 
the 45th Precinct Community 
Council. 

He said a lot of Co-op City 
residents expressed their con-
cerns at a recent council meet-
ing that traffi c from the new 
Mall at Bay Plaza was detour-
ing through local streets in 
Section 5 of the development. 

“Throggs Neck Shopping 
Center has opened, Bay Plaza 
has been re-designed, and the 
Montefi ore medical facility at 
the Hutchinson Metro Center is 
now operating, so I don’t know 
what they are waiting for,” an 
impatient Doyle stated. 

IATSC is working with 
Klein’s offi ce. Meanwhile the 
senator is also advocating for 
the city Department of Trans-
portation to reevaluate an idea 
for an exit off the Hutchinson 
River Parkway directly into 
the Hutchinson Metro Center. 

In a letter to city DOT, Klein 
stated that he believes that 
such an entrance way into the 
sprawling complex is a neces-

sity for thousands of his con-
stituents in the surrounding 
area. 

“It is my belief and the belief 
of thousands of constituents 
that reside in the 34th district 

that an entrance ramp off the 
Hutchison River Parkway into 
the Hutchinson Metro Center 
complex is a necessity,” stated 
Klein. 

The outlined area is included in the Hutchinson River Parkway Study. 
 Photo courtesy of the Department of City Planning
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THE CHECKING ACCOUNT
YOU DESERVE IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL
BRANCH TODAY.

We’re committed to helping you on your way to a brighter future with:
Convenient Neighborhood Locations  |  Low Minimum Balance  |  Free Mobile Banking

Account terms may vary. Visit a branch for details. Offered by Capital One,® N.A., Member FDIC. © 2014 Capital One. All rights reserved.
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N e w  Ye a r ’ s  E v e
Ballroom Celebration

Experience Our Breathtaking Views

Featuring Music by Bravo Sounds 
& Live Times Square Simulcast

Cocktail Hour Dinner
Raw Bar – Clams & Oysters

Whole Suckling Pig
Grilled Winter Vegetable Station 

Extensive Int’l Hot Chafing Dishes

Japanese Grilling Station
Full Tuscany Table
Poached Salmon

Pasta Bar

Surf & Turf Dinner with Chateaubriand
and Shrimp Scampi

Unlimited Premium Open Bar all Evening 
Frozen Margarita and Daiquiri Bar

$125pp all inclusive
9:00 PM - 2:00 AM

Special: Purchase a table of 10 and receive 2 tickets free, valid until December 15, 2014
Tickets on sale seven days a week, call 718.592.5000

All tickets must be pre-purchased. No tickets will be sold at door. 
Must be over 21.

Terraceonthepark.com
5211 111th Street, Flushing Meadows Park, NY 11368

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx now has a bigger and 

better place for all your vision needs.
Metro Optics Eyewear recently 

opened its fourth location in the Bronx 
at the new Throggs Neck Shopping 
Center. 

They hosted an open house and rib-
bon cutting celebration on Tuesday, 
December 11. 

The new fl agship store—which sup-
plements Metro Optics’ Westchester 
Square, Parkchester, and Hunts Point 
locations—has been in the works for 
more than two years, said owner John 
Bonizio. 

The company was excited about the 
Throggs Neck Shopping Center from 
the beginning and signed the fi rst 
lease at the property, he said, and since 
then has been working to bring their 
vision to life.

“Now it’s up, and it’s drop dead gor-
geous,” said Bonizio about the store.

The front of the shop is a spacious, 
and carefully designed, 2,500 square 
feetshowroom. 

Just beyond the fl oor displays are 
rooms for on-site eye exams and con-
tact lens fi ttings, plus the laboratory 
where glasses are fabricated on-site. 

The lab allows for sameday service 
in most cases, said Bonizio, and be-
cause it serves the other Metro Optics 
locations too, it offers consistent qual-
ity throughout the company.

Metro Optics Eyewear 
opens fl agship store

“We’re very proud of it,” said Bon-
izio about the newest location.

The store carries a wide range 
of eyewear for every taste and price 
point. It carries high end designers 
like Tom Ford, Valentino, Cartier—
and it is the only Chanel distributor 
in the borough—said Bonizio, in ad-
dition to budget friendly options that 
run two-for $99. The Kids Corner of-
fers stylish options for smaller faces.

Metro Optics also now carries more 
unique types of glasses in the form of 
wearable electronics. They carry seven 
models of electronic eyewear with fea-
tures including Bluetooth, video re-
cording, or a virtual theater. 

“There’s nothing you can’t get 
here,” said Bonizio about the eyewear 
selection.

Aside from the extensive inventory 
and on-site optical services, Bonizio 
said what sets the company apart from 
others is the high level of customer 
service from a knowledgeable staff. 
For example, they know how to  take 
people with hard to fi t prescriptions 
and put them in fashionable glasses.

“People know when they come to 
Metro Optics we really care about 
what they leave with,” said Bonizio.

Bonizio believes Metro Optics Eye-
wear’s Throggs Neck location is un-
paralleled, and calls it the best optical 
store in New York.

“It’s beautiful, it’s spacious, and 
we’ve got the best customer service.”

At the grand opening of Metro Optics at the Throggs Neck Shopping Center (l to r) founder 
Michael Ungaro, head of the optometry department Dr. Eva Yan, and founder John Bonizio. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams
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FROZEN • MATTEL • DISNEY
BARBIE • SPIDERMAN • HASBRO

NINJA • BRATZ • & MORE

IT’S FURTASTIC! 
FUR TRIMMED
SPECIAL PURCHASE!

$7$7$10$10 $8$8
$10$10

DENIM
MENS • LADIES • KIDS

NAME BRAND
ACTIVEWEAR

SWEATERS

HOLIDAY GIFTS

DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER! DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER!

DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER! DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER!

DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER!

PLUS COLLEGE TEES

OUTERWEAR
BLOWOUT!

HOTTEST COLORS
& STYLES 

OF THE SEASON
SWEATERS • VESTS • LEGGINGS

HANDBAGS • BOOTS & MORE

FOR THE 
ENTIRE FAMILY!

HOODIES
FOR THE 

ENTIRE FAMILY!

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
Wool • Bubbles • Vests

Parkas • Snorkels
Quilted • Fur Trimmed 

Even Leather!

Hoodies • Sweatshirts
Pants • Vests 

Watches • Jewelry • Wallets
Boxed Handkerchiefs • Perfume 

Cuff Link Sets • Tie Sets
Leather Gloves • & More

Thermal-Lined
Fleece • Sherpa-Lined

Vests & More

$5$5

$15$15
DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER! DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER! DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER!

LADIES 
FASHION  
BOOTS

2FOR
$102FOR
$10

3FOR
$103FOR
$10

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

GIFT BLOWOUT!

$10$10SELECT
ITEMS

$50 MILLION TOY
BUYOUT!

& under& under

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • HOLIDAY HOURS: MON-SAT 9AM-10PM • SUN 9AM-9PM

SPECIAL
HOURS
OPEN
LATE!

Values to
$100!

4
DAYS
ONLY!
4

DAYS
ONLY!

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-200-8063

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100
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Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Injections

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

BEFORE

AFTER

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Two sides of the Bruckner Boule-

vard sure ‘paint’ a different picture for 
those who travel on it daily.

Presently, the westbound side of the 
elevated highway, stretching from the 
RFK Bridge to the Sheridan Express-
way, bears a fresh coat of vivid green 
paint, however its eastern counterpart 
is still a weathered drab gray-green. 

This stark contrast is very visable to 
motorists driving beneath the Bruck-
ner Expressway.

According to New York State De-
partment of Transportation, a portion 
of the Bruckner Expressway bridge was 
painted with  funds from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

However, the $28 million in funding 
for the project was not adequate to com-
plete the entire bridge, which left half 
the elevated highway structure and 
four ramps unfi nished, encompassing 
more than three miles of steel. 

The  NYSDOT opted to paint the 
side of the expressway which faces the 
majority of residences and businesses, 
knowing the funding was inadequate to 
complete the entire job. 

There is currently no active project 
in the works to fi nish the paint worke, 
however NYSDOT said this matter will 
be taken into consideration should fund-
ing become available once again.

Dr. Ian Amritt, Community Board 2 
chairman would like to see this project 
completed. 

He said that his community is under-
going an extensive revitalization and he 
hopes that the Bruckner Expressway 
will soon follow suit.

“It shouldn’t be an eyesore,” ex-
pressed Dr. Amritt. 

This area has seen the ground break-
ing for the brand new Crossings Mall 
and the re-beautifi cation of the Hunts 

The Bruckner Expressway’s exterior and underbelly is only painted in one direction. 
 Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

Bruckner painted in 
westbound direction only

Point Avenue IRT 6 train station plaza. 
In addition, Metro North service is 

slated for arrival in Hunts Point, with 
an expected date of 2018.

“We’re going to contact our state 
elected offi cials and have them advo-
cate on our behalf in Albany with the 
State DOT to see if they can get the cap-
ital funds to complete this project,” ex-
plained Dr. Amritt. “The community 
board will be putting together a letter to 
the State DOT advocating for the com-
pletion of this project.”

Senator Jeffrey Klein expressed the 
following regarding this matter, “As 
part of my recently proposed New Deal 
for New York, the IDC plans to reinvest 
$5 billion in restitution monies from fi -
nancial crimes right back into our lo-
cal communities and into the pockets of 
our hardworking people.”   

“Repainting the Bruckner Express-
way is exactly the type of public works 
project that would be eligible for fund-
ing under my new Community Jobs 
Program and it’s exactly the type of 
project that would not only benefi t our 
community, but create good-paying jobs 
for unemployed, job seeking New York-
ers right here in the Bronx,” he added.

Despite the Bruckner Expressway’s 
setback, NYSDOT is working diligently 
to aid contractors in a host of other res-
toration projects throughout the bor-
ough, cited Diane Park, NYSDOT - Re-
gion 11 public information offi cer.

These include renovating the Lafay-
ette Avenue Bridge overlooking the 
Throgs Neck Expressway, the Penny-
fi eld Avenue Bridge, the Castle Hill Av-
enue Bridge over Bruckner Boulevard, 
the Major Deegan Expressway from 
East 138th Street to the Macombs Dam 
Bridge, and the Major Deegan Express-
way Bridge overlooking the Mosholu 
Parkway. 
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CAPTAIN SERIES
CELEBRATING DEREK JETER

A trio of special edition Movado watches designed to celebrate 
the extraordinary baseball career of NY Yankee Captain Derek Jeter. 

Since 1981   

Caputo
JEWELERS



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 12-18, 201420    BTR

BY ROBERT WIRSING
It may be too cold outside for a peace 

march, but the climate is just right for a 
youth rally. 

On Friday, December 19, a Ceasefi re 
Anti Gun & Domestic Violence Youth 
Rally is scheduled from 6 to 9 p.m. at 
the Boston Secor Community Center lo-
cated at 3540 Bivona Street. 

The event will be conducted in col-
laboration with the Boston Secor Resi-
dent Council and Lead by Example & 
Reverse the Trend.

The upcoming youth rally will fea-
ture guest speakers, food and refresh-
ments, and workshops while providing 
the neighborhood’s younger generation 
a public platform to express how their 
lives can be better improved through 
the community’s collective assistance.

The overall message is to address 
local violence and establish peace-
ful methods to correct these concerns. 
Speakers will also be discussing the re-
cent Eric Gardner and Michael Brown 
verdicts which have since sparked 
civil unrest and negative sentiments 
throughout the nation.

Stacey Carpentier, BSRC presi-
dent, and Pastor Antonio Hendrick-
son, LBE&RTT founder, are seeking to 
create change within this at-risk com-
munity following recent violent occur-
ances.

BSRC is a non-profi t organization 

Youth rally at Boston Secor Community Center

dedicated to improving New York City 
Housing Authority development resi-
dents’ quality of life through the en-
hancement of education and empow-
erment while working closely with 
NYCHA management. The upcoming 
youth rally will be BSRC’s very fi rst 
such event.

Carpentier informed of a fatal gun 
violence incident in which several peo-
ple emerged from a car and opened fi re 
on a person inside a U-Haul van. She 
added that the suspects have yet to face 
justice for their crime.

This incident as well as a host of 
other problems plaguing the area in-

cluding gang involvement, drug use, 
and domestic violence have made resi-
dents strive for a positive change in 
their community.

“I fi rmly believe that self improve-
ment is the basis of community devel-
opment and if we improve people, they 
will, in turn, do their part to improve 
the community,” said Hendrickson. 

Questions surrounding law en-
forcement’s methods in the Gardner 
and Brown cases have since shaped 
the youth’s views on policing, however 
Carpentier and Hendrickson strive to 
change that perception. 

Both feel that community involve-

ment and collaboration with local law 
enforcement are vital to reverse the 
negative trend which has gripped this 
neighborhood.

Hendrickson explained they want 
to teach the youth during this upcom-
ing peaceful rally how to properly con-
duct themselves whenever they are ap-
proached by local law enforcement.

We want to teach the young people 
about taking responsibility for them-
selves and educate them on how not to 
repeat the Eric Gardner incident or any 
other, he said.

“We’re at the height of instances 
regarding these verdicts and it’s hap-
pening all over,” expressed Carpen-
tier. “The police are here to protect and 
serve, but at the same time people need 
to be aware of their rights.”

LBE&RTT is a self improvement pro-
gram which works closely with the New 
York Police Department’’s Community 
Affairs Offi ce and Hendrickson invites 
the rest of the law enforcement depart-
ments to join  the partnership.  

“We can save a lot of lives and pre-
vent children from slipping through the 
cracks into an early grave or spending 
their life inside the criminal justice sys-
tem,” expressed Hendrickson.

For further information on this 
event, contact either Hendrickson at 
(732) 430-9020 or Carpentier at (347) 285-
0911. 

Lead by Example &amp; Reverse the Trend will be hosting a Ceasefi re Anti Gun &amp; Do-
mestic Violence Youth Rally on Friday, December 19, at the Boston Secor Community Center.
 Photo courtesy of Lead by Example &amp; Reverse the Trend

Exit Realty Search Wishes you and your family a Happy Holiday Season.

AGENTS OF THE 
MONTH FOR 
NOVEMBER ARE

SHANE
ROSSI &
BRYANT
MERO SHANE ROSSI

718-530-5219
BRYANT MERO
917-327-7870

FEATURED PROPERTY
160 CALHOUN AVE, 
THROGS NECK
SINGLE FAMILY, 3 BED 2 BATH
$399,000
CONTACT: SHANE ROSSI

FEATURED PROPERTY
1032 CLARENCE AVE, 
COUNTRY CLUB
SINGLE FAMILY, 3 BED 2 BATH
$398,000
CONTACT: BRYANT MERO

OTHER FEATURED AGENT
ALICE VIGO
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1.866.539.6295

Oil   |   Natural Gas   |   Heating   |   Cooling 

petro.com petro mobile connect on

Additional terms and conditions may apply. Some services may not be available in all areas. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2014 Petro. P_14475

Oil & 
Bioheat
fuel.
Savings.
Service.
Value.
Oil Heat

Ultra Low Sulfur Bioheat Fuel

Call today for special offers!

The Devil Dog USA Incorporated is a Bronx-based veteran lead organization helping return-
ing veterans transition into civilian life. Photo courtesy of Devil Dog USA Incorporated

BY ROBERT WIRSING
As the holidays draw near, a local 

veterans group,which helps returning 
soldiers  adjust to life off the battle-
fi eld, is praying for a miracle after fall-
ing on hard times.

For two years, Devil Dog USA Inc., 
claims it has helped approximately 
4,000 individuals from all military 
branchestheir. 

According to Gonzalo Duran, chief 
executive offi cer, the borough-based 
non-profi t volunteer organization is 
the sole veteran-led volunteer group 
designed to help veterans adjust to ci-
vilian life and provide them vital ne-
cessities following their homecoming. 

He explained upon returning from 
combat, veterans need a home and em-
ployment opportunities which are not 
always readily available, however this 
organization provides both.

A veteran himself, Duran served 
eight years as a Marine sergeant, con-
ducting an Iraq tour in 2008 and serv-
ing nine months in Fallujah. 

Returning to his hometown, Du-
ran realized there was nothing in the 
Bronx for veterans to help transition 
them back into civilian life. 

A Fordham University student ma-
joring in health science, Duran started 
a program helping 20 veterans fi ll out 
intake forms to aid in accommodating 
their transitional needs inside the uni-
versity’s libraries. 

In November 2013, Devil Dog USA 
Inc., offi cially opened at 4555 Third Av-
enue in Belmont; transitioning from a 
college library to a 2,000 square foot 
store front property within a year’s 
span. 

Since then, they have provided cli-
ents with many services including rec-
reational activities running the gamut 
from golfi ng and skydiving. to art and 
music programs. 

In addition, this summer Duran, 
along with others renovated his late 

Devil Dog USA Inc. 
prays for a miracle

father’s home to house 20 returning 
vets. 

The organization’s mission is for 
all veterans to be properly housed, 
clothed, educated, employed, and able 
to receive the benefi ts they deserve.  

In recognition for his organization’s 
work, Duran was one of three honor-
ees venerated at the Veterans Recog-
nition Luncheon held by the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce on Wednesday, 
November 19. 

“I served my country proudly, I 
have done so much for the Bronx and I 
hope that it can be reciprocated. In the 
two years, I have used my own funds 
and now I am asking the community 
for contributions which are tax de-
ductible. Every penny is going toward 
the organization,” Duran said.

However, the non-profi t has lost its 
main sponsor and now faces the likeli-
hood of closing.

 If they do not raise $45,000 by Janu-
ary 15, they will shut down the fi rst of 
March.

 Duran and his organization are 
now fi ghting to stay alive for the new 
year through the ‘Save Devil Dog USA 
Inc.,’ fundraiser.

Duran has reached out to Senator 
Gustavo Rivera, Senator Jeffrey Klein, 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, and 
Councilman Ritchie Torres for help. 

“A few of our clients have shown 
their support in this effort, but there 
is very little that they can do,” he ex-
pressed. “We’re trying to fi nish all the 
programs for this month and roughly 
by December 20 we will stop taking 
new clients for a few weeks. ”

To contribute your tax deduct-
ible donations to this worthy cause, 
visit www.devildogusainc.org/donate 
or visit the campaign page, www.go-
fundme.com/savedevildogusainc.

For additional information, speak 
with Duran at (516) 515-0240 or email 
him at ceo@devildogusainc.org.
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1748 Crosby Ave., Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 792-2020
1086 Morris Park Ave., Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 892-7000

© THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY:
Dr. A.J. Contento 
Dr. Evan Kaplan 
Dr. Annette Contento

WE ACCEPT:
BCBS • HIP • Oxford
United Healthcare • Medicare
Medicaid • Aetna/US Health Care  
Emblem Health • GHI • UFT • VSP 
32 B-J • PHCS Davis Vision 
Locals 1199 & Most Unions

Thinking about  Laser Vision Correction?      
Schedule a FREE Consultation
The Doctors at Eye Care Unlimited offer FREE CONSULTATIONS 
in Manhattan or the Bronx to help determine if you’re a good candidate 
for laser vision surgery (LASIK, Custom LASIK, Bladeless Intralase LASIK or PRK)

DON’T FORGET TO USE YOUR

on CONTACTS, GLASSES or LASIK

USE IT OR LOSE IT!

DON T FORGET TO USSEE YOUR

NTTAACTS GLASSES
CHRISTMAS TOY DRIVE
Bring a new and unwrapped toy or book 
to Eye Care Unlimited and make a less 
fortunate child smile this Christmas.

Buy One Pair of Complete Eyeglasses,
Get the Second Pair

Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other offer or vision plan.  
Must present coupon at time of purchase.  Offer expires 12/29/14

*SECOND PAIR FROM A SPECIAL SELECTION 

Get the Second Pair

*SECOND PAIR OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE 

FREE*

50% OFF*

$99
HOLIDAY SPECIAL

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses,  
Single-Vision Polycarbonate Lenses  

from a Select Group of Frames
Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other offer or vision plan.  

Must present coupon at time of purchase.  Offer expires 12/29/14

Gift Certificates & Gift Cards 
are great stocking stuffers!

GGGGGGGGGGGGiiiiiiiffffffffffttttttt CCCCCCCCCCeeeeerrrrrtttttttiiiiififififififififificccccaaaaaaattttteeeeeesssss &&&&&&&& GGGGGGGGGGGGGGiiiifffffftttttt CCCCCCCCCaaaaaarrrrdddddddddddssssss

Give the Gift of SightGGGGG
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Temple Hatikva is a Reform/Conservative synagogue serving the entire Jewish Community. We welcome all those who wish to worship with us.
Our goal is to provide the Jewish Community with meaningful, traditional and modern services.

Contact Temple Hatikva at: (917) 453-7557 or TEMPLEHATIKVA@aol.com

Temple Hatikva is located at: 990 Pelham Parkway S.

Temple      Hatikva
Rabbi Harry Hertzberg

Cantor Kyle Cherry

FREE ADULT EDUCATION
at Temple Hatikva -  Bronx House,

990 Pelham Parkway S.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 10 A.M.

“Understanding The Sabbath Prayerbook”
Breakfast provided to all

sponsored by
 Shalom Jewish Funeral Home

1528 Castle Hill Avenue

FREE
CHANUKAH PARTY!
FRIDAY, DEC. 19 - 7:30 P.M.
Bronx House, 990 Pelham Parkway S.

Latkes, Applesauce,
Soufganiot & Music

EVERYONE INVITED!

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
‘Tis the season of Christ-

mas tree lightings across the 
Bronx, and Van Nest is no ex-
ception.

The Van Nest Neighbor-
hood Alliance hosted their 
second annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting on Thursday, 
December 4.

A modest group of commu-
nity members gathered at the 
St. Dominic’s convent on Van 
Nest Avenue to celebrate the 
holiday season with hot choc-
olate, cookies, and caroling.

The event was conceived 
last year as a way to cele-
brate both the season and the 
neighborhood.

“Van Nest needed to have 
something like this,” said 
Bernadette Ferrara, vice 
president of the VNNA.  “We 
wanted to bring the commu-
nity together, even if just for 
an hour.”

The neighborhood alli-
ance envisions the tradition 
continuing for many years, 
and growing bigger each hol-
iday season, said Ferrara. 
Each year they will try to 
add a new element to the fes-

Van Nest Alliance hosts tree lighting

tivities—this year the tree 
was bigger than last—and 
they will focus on ways to get 
word out to more people.

“We hope that next year it 
will be a larger celebration, 
and we look forward to that,” 
said Ferrara.

In addition to the local 
residents, the event was at-
tended by Assemblyman 
Luis Sepulveda and Council-
man Ritchie Torres, who rep-
resents Van Nest, as well as 
49th Precinct’s commanding 

Members of the Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance with local elected of-
fi cials and clergy at the 2nd annual tree lighting. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams

offi cer, Capt. Timothy Mc-
Cormack.

A handful of new neigh-
bors in Van Nest turned 
out on the cold evening to 
take part in the community 
event.

Thelma Ojeda, who re-
cently moved to the area, 
brought her whole family 
out for the celebration. Her 
kids had never been to a tree 
lighting before.

Jennifer Perez also just 
moved to the neighborhood 

with her two daughters, 
Tyanna and Cianna, who 
were happy to participate in 
the holiday festivities.

“They love Christmas,” 
said Perez.

Tyanna, 10, especially 
liked the cookies and the car-
oling.

“I like everybody singing 
together,” she said.

The group sang classic 
Christmas songs including 
Deck the Halls, Joy to the 
World, and Silent Night, led 
by Pastor Mary Hernquist 
of the Van Nest Assembly of 
God. 

Hernquist said the tree 
lighting gave neighbors a 
great reason to come together 
and celebrate their commu-
nity.

“I think it’s a wonderful 
opportunity to recognize the 
meaning to the season with 
our neighbors,” she said.

The Van Nest Neighbor-
hood Alliance is also hosting 
a holiday toy drive for chil-
dren who will spend the hol-
idays in the children’s inpa-
tient unit at Jacobi Medical 
Center. 

To learn how to donate 
new toys or money, call or 
text Marie Santillana at (646) 
305-4913.

Mom Jennifer, 10-year-old Tyanna 
and 3-year-old Cianna Perez had 
fun at the tree lighting. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams
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NEW OWNERS!  NEW MANAGEMENT!  NEW RESPECT FOR YOU!

MEMBER SPONSORED

Surf Club
THE NEW

On The Sound

Santa Claus

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
11 AM TO 2 PM

Come Have Your 
Child’s Photo 

taken With
Santa Claus...
And Receive A 

FREE TOY
R.S.V.P. by 12/8/14

IS COMING TO
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www.solanoma.com
866-511-6940               914-962-0980

Free Home Evaluation and Delivery. All Major Credit Cards and Checks Accepted. 

ELECTRIC LIFT AND 
RECLINE CHAIR

ALL TERRAIN  
ROLLATOR

$249$749

$449

$2,495 

STAIR LIFT USA MADE ELECTRIC LIFT AND 
RECLINE TUB CHAIR

Blue or Brown Fabric
Holds up to 325 lbs
Safely assists with  

standing and sitting 

10” front 
casters with 

seat 
Adjustable 
height back 

support
Great for use 

indoors  
and outdoors 

Rail safely installs within 5”
Holds upto 350 lbs
Climb steps with  
ease and safety 

Weighs 20.5 
lbs

Raises from 
2.3” to 18.8”
Assists with 

entering  
and exiting 

tubs 

Mobility & Accessibility 

TM

VANTAGE

SCOOTER & LIFTER

$2,995 

Electric Lifter will fit on classes 
1, 2 & 3 receivers

Scooter has an easy break apart 
design 250 lb weight capacity 

Interchangeable shroud colors - 
Red, Blue or Sahara

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
An ambitious project from the Bronx 

Writers Center, which collected more 
than 50 Bronxites’ short memoirs into 
an anthology, was released in early De-
cember.

The Bronx Memoir Project, Vol-
ume 1, features personal stories devel-
oped during 25 free writing workshops 
offered by the center throughout the 
spring, said Bronx Writers Center di-
rector Charlie Vazquez.

The stories included in the book 
represent the unique population of the 
Bronx, Vazquez said. The collection fea-
tures writers young and old, long time 
residents and recent immigrants, from 
a wide range of backgrounds.

The memoirs describe experiences 
from World War II to the present, offer-
ing a range of emotions with both love 
stories and stories of loss.  

“It’s a very diverse mix of stories,” 
said Vazquez.

But one unifying theme in many 
of the stories is one of culture, said 
Vazquez.

Very few of th book’s contributors 
had ever been published before, he 
said.

“These are unpublished voices shar-
ing their stories,” he said.

Bronx Memoir Project, 
Volume 1, released

Vazquez hopes Bronxites read and 
relate to their neighbors’ stories, and 
think about participating in the project 
the next time around.

“It gives them an opportunity to tell 
their stories in their own words,” he 
said.

Vazquez also hopes the collection 
fi nds an audience outside the Bronx, 
where it could bring positive attention 
to the often misunderstood borough.

“A lot of people outside the Bronx 
decide what the Bronx is or isn’t,” said 
Vazquez. 

“What we’re hoping is, by reading 
Bronxites’ fi rst-hand accounts, the ter-
rible way  the media used to portray this 
borough will be eradicated,” he said.

The book will be of value to anyone 
interested in the history of the area, 
said Vazquez, although it makes a great 
gift for the casual reader as well. 

“There’s a lot of amazing stories 
here,” said Vazquez.

The proceeds from the book go back 
to the Bronx Council on the Arts to sup-
port their programming. The paperback 
book can be ordered from Amazon.com, 
and the e-book is available for Kindle 
and Nook e-readers. For more informa-
tion about the project or the Bronx Writ-
ers Center, visit www.bronxarts.org. The Bronx Writers Center recently published Bronx Memoir Project, Volume 1. 
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BBRRRUUUUNNNCCCHH WWWWIIITTHHH 
Saturday, December 20 and 
Sunday, December 21 11:30AM–3:30PM

UUNLIMMITEED CHHAMMPAAGNNNE, MIMMOSAA, BEELLLINI, BLLOOODYY MMARY, SOODAA, & JUUICCE 
Buffet - Omelet Station - made to order - Waffl e Station - Eggs Benedict - Scrambled Eggs - Bacon - French Toast with strawberries - Sausage 
Home Fries - Fresh Steamed Vegetables - Salads - Cold Antipasto - Fresh & Aged Cheese - Shrimp Cocktail - Clams on the half shell - Mussels 
& Clams Marinara - Norwegian Salmon - Steak - Chicken - Veal - Eggplant Rollatini - Chef’s selection of pasta - Carving Station - Fresh Baked 
Muffi ns - Bagels - Rolls - Fresh Fruit - Dessert - Coffee - Tea

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED

Balloon Artist for Kids
All children are invited to a holiday wonderland to have a picture taken 
with Santa Claus and receive a gift from Santa himself!

$2995 per person plus tax & gratuity
$19 for children under 12

900 PARK
718-892-3830
900 MORRIS PARK AVENUE
BRONX, NY, 10465

DJ EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
HAPPY HOUR 3 TO 7 EVERY DAY 
FRIDAY (FREE BUFFET)
CHRISTMAS EVE REGULAR MENU AND CHRISTMAS EVE SPECIALS

Cocktail Hour with an Elegant Multi-Course Sit Down Dinner
Full Premium Open Bar the Entire Night
New Years Eve Party Favors 
Midnight Champagne Toast
Desert and Continential Breakfast Buffet

CALL FOR  RESERVATIONSNEW YEARS EVE
THE NIGHT BEGINS AT 8:00PM

$100 per person  |  Includes Tax & Gratuity  |  Live DJ  | Formal Dress Code

Happy Hour 
Monday thru Friday  

(free buffet for happy hour)

Lobster 
Wednesday 
for $14.95

Open Christmas Eve with our regular menu 
and Christmas Eve specials.

We also have a 
Christmas Eve Family Style Menu 

3 Appetizers, 2 Pastas, Salad, 3 Entrees, 2 Sides, 
Red & White Wine, Coffee and Dessert.

Please call for details.
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
One local comic book shop 

has drawn in some interesting 
characters during its years 
and soon you may be able to 
see them in a new television 
show.

Located at 1808 Colden Av-
enue, The Lair has been a 
neighborhood staple for a de-
cade, according to Jorge Ro-
driguez, the store’s owner. 

The quaint store front shore 
offers the perfect fortress of 
solitude for fans looking for 
their favorite superhero’s lat-
est adventures or battling 
it out in weekly ‘Magic: The 
Gathering’ card playing tour-
naments.

Grizz Chapman has been 
friends with Rodriguez since 
the store’s inception and be-
came a business partner about 
two years ago. 

A fan of both Spider-Man 
and Batman, Chapman has 
been a huge comic book fan 
since he was a child waking 
up at 4 a.m. to catch the lat-
est adventures of everyone’s 
friendly neighborhood ‘web-
slinger’. 

During his time at The 
Lair, Chapman and many of 

Morris Park comic book store pitches TV show
his fellow co-workers have 
seen their fair share of funny 
and one-of-a-kind customers 
step through the front door. 

It was partially these un-
forgettable moments which 
gave Chapman an idea to cre-
ate a television show based on 
real life experiences and peo-
ple who adore all things comic 
books.

An actor by trade, Chap-
man has prior experience 
working in the fi eld. 

His best--known role was 
the character Warren ‘Grizz’ 
Griswold from the hit televi-
sion show ‘30 Rock,’ which ran 
from 2006 until last year. 

His TV character is well re-
membered by all as being both 
a friend to Tracy Morgan’s 
character as well as an inte-
gral part of his entourage in 
the sitcom.

Admittedly not a profes-
sional writer, Chapman re-
vealed that he has been collab-
orating with a team of writers 
to make sure it perfectly em-
bodies Chapman’s vision of 
how both the real-life comic 
book industry and its passion-
ate fans are as oppose to more 
mainstream interpretations. 

Grizz Chapman, co-owner of Morris Park’s The Lair comic book store, is developing a proposed television show 
based on his experiences working and meeting different customers there. 
 Photo courtesy of Grizz Chapman

Although shows like ‘The 
Big Bang Theory’ and AMC’s 
‘Comic Book Men’ have made 
this once maligned art form 
socially accepted, Chapman 
said, his show will focus more 
upon the industry and its le-
gions of fans who come from 
all walks of life. 

 “I want to create some-
thing that’s funny, but can 
also make you think,” he said.

Chapman divulged the 
show will be called ‘The Lair’ 
after the titular store, and 
the story line was recently 

changed to incorporate his 
son into the series. 

He said that less than 
half of the cast has been as-
sembled. One notable actress 
among them is Laura Gomez 
who portrayed Blanca Flores 
in the popular Netfl ix’s series 
‘Orange is the New Black.’

Filming is tentatively set 
for February and Chapman 
hopes to start pitching the 
reality show to networks by 
June. 

The Lair comic book store 
will be utilized in a few scenes 

for the show, however a stor-
age room will serve as the 
major production set once it 
is fully cleared and decorated 
to mimic the store’s interior, 
Chapman said.       

The Lair can be reached 
daily at (347) 680-7934 or via 
email at info@laironline.net.

Customers are encouraged 
to subscribe to www.lairon-
line.net in order to receive the 
store’s newsletter, special of-
fers, and updates on special in 
store events and celebrity ap-
pearances. 

INTERNATIONAL CATERERS 
PROUDLY PRESENTS

SIT BACK & ENJOY THE DAY. 
LET US DO ALL THE COOKING...

All of us at International Caterers join in saying “Thank You” 
& Wish you a Happy Holiday & Prosperous New Year

International Caterers is taking orders for Christmas Eve 
until Sunday, December 21st, Call 718-892-2989

SHRIMP 
(COCKTAIL, FRIED, SCAMPI 
OR MARINARA)
LARGE - $20 PER LB (16-20 
SHRIMPS)

SHRIMP 
PARMIGIANA
½ TRAY  - $60
FULL TRAY - $110

FILET OF SOLE
(STUFFED, FRIED, BROILED 
OR ALMONDINE)
½ TRAY - $60
FULL TRAY - $100

FRIED MIXED 
SEAFOOD 
(SHRIMP, SCALLOPS & 
FLOUNDER)
½ TRAY - $65
FULL TRAY - $150

CALAMARI 
(FRIED OR MARINARA 
SAUCE)
½ TRAY - $55
FULL TRAY - $100

MUSSELS 
(RED OR WHITE SAUCE)
½ TRAY - $55
FULL TRAY - $100

LINGUINE WITH 
CLAM SAUCE
(RED OR WHITE)
½ TRAY - $40
FULL TRAY - $75

COLD CALAMARI 
SALAD
½ TRAY - $50
FULL TRAY - $100

COLD SEAFOOD 
SALAD
(SCALLOPS, SHRIMP, 
MUSSELS & SCROD)
½ TRAY - $60
FULL TRAY - $150

CLAMS 
(CHOPPED, BAKED OR 
STUFFED)
MEDIUM - $18 PER DOZEN

SCALLOPS 
(BROILED OR FRIED) 
½ TRAY - $60
FULL TRAY - $125

STUFFED SHRIMP 
(WITH CRABMEAT)
½ TRAY - $60
FULL TRAY - $130

Our outgoing menu is also available for Christmas Eve 
Please visit our website to view the menu www.international-caterers.com

3243 AMPERE AVENUE, BRONX
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WE HAVE THE LOWEST PRICES AROUND

CROSBY PET CENTER
CROSBY PET CENTER

$5.00 OFF
ANY FULL PET GROOMING

CROSBY PET CENTER

10% OFF
ANY STORE PURCHASE

MON-FRI 

WWW.CROSBYPETCENTER.NET

& CAT TREATS!

LEASHES & COLLARS

SWEATERS & COATS

WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

 

GROOMING SPECIAL!

$10 OFF
Tropical
Fish and

Fish Tanks

We do

and
Maintenance

HOLIDAY SPECIAL! 
ONE WEEK ONLY!

$200 OFF
PLUS

$100 OF FREE

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Seniors and the disabled in 

two CenterLight independent-
living apartment buildings in 
Bronx Park East have newly 
renovated digs. 

The leadership of Center-
Light Health System, along 
with elected and appointed offi -
cials and clergy, held a renova-
tion celebration on Wednesday, 
December 3 after completion 
of improvements to about 250 
apartments and two buildings 
on Barker Avenue, the Scheuer 
Gardens and Scheuer Plaza.

The fully occupied apart-
ment buildings, providing af-
fordable apartments for seniors 
and the disabled as part of the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 202 
supportive housing program, 
were built in the 1980s. They 
benefi ted from a $10 million 
renovation.

The festive celebration in-
cluded remarks by CenterLight 
CEO Michael Fassler, and from 
senior vice-president Stephen 
Mann, who coordinated the 
renovation. Remarks were also 
made by CenterLight executive 
vice-president Paul Rosenfeld, 
and a resident in the building, 

Centerlight renovates senior housing buildings 
Jessica Champagnie. 

“The building was 30 years 
old, and if something is 30 
years old, it needs a touch up,” 
said Fassler in his remarks at 
the celebration in Scheuer Gar-
dens, adding the renovation 
“was about how to make a bet-
ter environment for the people 
living in this building.”

Fassler said that the up-
grades to the buildings oc-
curred over a 14-month period, 
while the residents continued 
to occupy their apartments. 

Among the improvements 
are new kitchen fi xtures, win-
dows and gym rooms, as well 
as enhancements and renova-
tions to a game room, lobbies, 
the exteriors of the buildings, 
and roof terrace. There were 
also new garden plantings. 

Elected offi cials gave their 
seal of approval to the renova-
tions and to CenterLight, for-
merly Beth Abraham, in gen-
eral, as a provider of long-term 
care, housing, and rehabilita-
tive services. Speaking were 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj, and Deputy 
Borough President Aurelia 
Greene. 

Klein said that CenterLight 

has been a leader in long-term 
care over the years.  

“It is an institution that de-
serves praise, an institution 
that never forgets its roots, and 
an institution that will always 
grow in Bronx county,” said 
Klein. 

The buildings are assets to 
the borough because they take 
in seniors and the disabled, 
said Greene, who called the 
need for such housing in the 
Bronx “phenomenal” and who 
thanked CenterLight for car-

ing for the senior community. 
Gjnoaj congratulated Cen-

terLight for not only going 
above and beyond what was ex-
pected, but working to give se-
niors more. 

Champagnie, a resident of  
2540 Barker Avenue, became 
disabled after being shot in the 
back by a stray bullet during a 
basketball tournament. 

She recalled the challenges 
she faced in fi nding an afford-
able apartment that was wheel-
chair accessible after receiv-

ing her rehabilitation at Beth 
Abraham. She added that she 
is able to live independently in 
the apartment building,  and is 
now completing college. 

CenterLight fi nanced the 
improvements through inves-
tors who received off-sets to 
their federal tax liabilities, of-
fi cials representing the orga-
nization said. They added that 
in exchange for the tax credits, 
the investors agreed to keep 
the buildings affordable for the 
next 30 years.  

Above (l-r) Michael Potack, chairman of CenterLight board Paul Rosenfeld, CenterLight executive vice president 
Senator Jeff Klein CenterLight CEO Michael Fassler Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj and CL senior vice-president Stephen Mann. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Maestro’s 
C a t e r e r s

1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 718-792-8844
www.maestroscaterers.com

celebrate the old, revel in the new.
Lets Celebrate Together at Our

2
0

1
5

 2
0

1
5

 2
0

1
5

New Year’s Eve Gala
Antipasto Station 
Carving Table
• Roasted Pig, Turkey & Skirt Steak

Wok Station
• Array of Chinese Cuisine

International Cheese Board & Fruit
Seafood Station
• Shrimp Cocktail • Raw Oysters
• Raw Clams • Seafood Salad • Whole Salmon

Chafing Station
• Chicken Scarpariello • Eggplant Rollatini
• Ropa Vieja • Fried Calamari
• Arroz Con Gandule • BBQ Ribs
• Sausage & Broccoli Rabe • Seafood Paella
• Baked Clams • Veal & Peppers
• Pollo Asado • Escabeche de Pescado

Dinner Served at 8:30pm
• Penne with Vodka Sauce
• Mesclun Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette
• Filet Mignon with Jumbo Shrimp Oregannata
• Roasted Potato • String Beans
• Pastries & Cookies • Coffee/Cappuccino/Espresso 

Fabulous Music 
by ESU DJ’s

• Cocktail Reception 
7pm-8:30pm

• Surf & Turf Dinner 
at 8:30pm

• Champagne Toast 
at Midnight

• Hats, Noisemakers
• Valet Parking

Included!
O

PE
N

 B
A

R 
A

LL
 N

IG
H

T!

ALL INCLUSIVE
for only

100
Children ages 5-12, $49 each

$
per 
person

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!

7pm - 2am
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Is it a scheme or not a 

scheme? Many times, it can be 
a tough call.

On Thursday, December 4, 
president and founder of DaBx 
Demand Side Solutions Ro-
gier Fentener van Vlissingen, 
along with retired Assistant 
Attorney General of the Wis-
consin Department of Justice 
Bruce Craig, held a presenta-
tion at Kips Bay Boys & Girls 
Club, 1930 Randall Avenue, as 
a part of a 43rd Precinct Com-
munity Council meeting to 
discuss multi-level marketing 
(MLM) companies who they 
believe are involved in pyra-
mid scheming, and how to tell 
a pyramid scheme from a real 
business.

A pyramid scheme (NY 
Code - Section 359-FFF) is an 
illegal strategy used by a non-
sustainable business involving 
its promising participants, pay-
ments or services, primarily to 
enroll and recruit other people 
into the scheme, instead of re-
turning any real investment, 
sale of product or service to the 
public.

Signs of a pyramid scheme 
may be evident whene one’s 

Presentation held on pyramid schemes
income is based solely on the 
number of people a person re-
cruits along with the money 
those recruits pay to join the 
company, requirements to buy 
a large amount of inventory 
from the company or being 
forced to buy products from the 
company that they don’t want 
or need just to stay in good 
hands with the company.

According to van Vlissin-
gen, it is very important to 
warn the average citizen about 
pyramid schemes so that they 
can either avoid falling for one 
or learn how to handle the sit-
uation if they are currently a 
victim.

“It is key that people who 
have been involved and lost 
money in a pyramid scheme 
fi le complaints, because if they 
don’t, law enforcement cannot 
take action,” he said, adding, 
that victims seldom go to the 
authorities due to embarrass-
ment..

“Everybody but one person 
loses in a pyramid scheme,” 
said Vlissingen. “Ninety-nine 
percent of people involved lose 
money, 1% make a little money 
and .1% make a lot of money.”

Vlissingen believes Herb-

alife, is basically a pyramid 
scheme.

“After receiving numer-
ous reports of money lost, in-
cluding a report from a person 
who lost $150,000 from Herbal-
ife alone, the New York Legal 
Assistance Group, is looking 
closer into the company, which 
has now been under investiga-
tion for over six months.”

Herbalife senior direc-
tor of Corporate Communica-
tions Marco Gonzales, strongly 
claimed his company is not in-
volved in a pyramid scheme, 
and is totally legit.

“Pyramid schemes do not 
offer a product of value or a con-
sumer protection policy; Herb-
alife offers both - and more,” 
said Gonzales.

“It costs between $65 - $80 
to become a Herbalife member 
and receive 25% discounts. If a 
customer is not content within 
12 months, they will be fully re-
imbursed. We also have a gold 
standard, which means that 
a customer can return a prod-
uct within 90 days if they are 
not satisfi ed. Pyramid schemes 
don’t reimburse customers,” he 
added.

Gonzales also went on to 

state that the false allegations 
about Herbalife have greatly 
injured its reputation. 

This may all attributed to 
Bill Ackman, CEO of hedge 
fund management company 
Pershing Square Capital Man-
agement LP, who had report-
edly bet $1 billion on the col-
lapse of Herbalife, before 
calling for an investigation of 
the company.

“Herbalife has been the 
target of a very irresponsible 
attack by those who are just 
trying to bring our company 
down,” said Gonzales. “Sev-
enty-fi ve percent of our cus-
tomers never even intended to 
make money with us, they were 
just interested in the products, 
so it’s proven that a majority of 
our customers want the prod-
uct, not the ‘millions’.”

President and founder of DaBx Demand Side Solutions Rogier Fentener van 
Vlissingen and retired Assistant Attorney General of the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Justice Bruce Craig held a presentation about pyramid schemes 
on Thursday, December 4. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461
FREE FAST DELIVERY

F: 718 597-4995 
T: 718 597-4992 

T: 718 597-4993 
T: 718 597-4994

FIND US ON:

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

FALL SPECIAL
Whiten Your Teeth

$149
Includes Cleaning

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

Fabiana Day Care Academy UPK
Fabiana Day Care Academy 

UPK, 937 Teller, announces the 
sponsorship of the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program (CACFP).

All children in attendance will 
be offered the same meals at no sep-
arate charge, with no physical seg-
regation of, or other discriminatory 

action against, any child because of 
color, race, sex, age, disability or na-
tional origin. This statement applies 
to the center listed below:

Standards for determining eligi-
bility income eligibility guidelines 
(effective July 1, 2014 until june 30, 
2015) include:

Household

Size Free Meals   Reduced-Price Meals
 Year Month Week  Year Month Week

1 15,171 1,265 292  21,590 1,800 416
2 20,449 1,705 394  29,101 2,426 560
3 25,727 2,144 495  36,612 3,051 705
4 31,005 2,584 597  44,123 3,677 849
5 36,283 3,024 698  51,634 4,303 993
6 41,561 3,464 800  59,145 4,929 1,138
7 46,839 3,904 901  66,656 5,555 1,282
8 52,117 4,344 1,003  74,167 6,181 1,427
For Each Additional Family Member 
 +5,278 +440 +102  +7,511 +626 +145

The Pelham Parkway-Van Nest 

Library, located at 2147 Barnes Ave-
nue, will offer the following events:

Neighborhood Oral History Project 
Kick-Off & Listening Event - Listen to 
highlights from interviews collected 
so far, meet interviewers and storytell-
ers, and enjoy holiday refreshments. 
At Bronx House. Tuesday, December 
9 at 7 p.m.

Time to Spare: Strategies to Elimi-
nate Clutter - Learn strategies to elimi-
nate clutter, prepare for mishaps, save 
money and maximize time. For adults. 
Thursday, December 11 at 2 p.m.

Holiday Book Sale - Find holi-
day gifts for everyone in the family. 
Proceeds support the Pelham Park-
way-Van Nest Library. Sale begins 
Thursday, December 11 at 4 pm, and 
continues all day on Friday, December 
12, Saturday, December 13, and Mon-
day, December 15.

Abracadabra - An interactive 
magic show, with demonstrations for 
aspiring magicians. For children aged 
4 and older. Tuesday, December 16 at 
3:30 p.m.

Make Your Own Holiday Orna-
ment - All materials will be provided 
to make decorations for all winter holi-
days. For teens. Monday, December 22 
at 3:30 p.m.

More information can be found at 
http://www.nypl.org/locations/pel-
ham-parkway-van-nest.

* * *

Municipal Credit Union (MCU) 
is currently accepting applications for 

the 2015 Scholarship Program. This 
year, MCU will award $66,000 in schol-
arship grants to college-bound gradu-
ating high school seniors: eight memo-
rial scholarships worth $5,000 each 
and 13 grants of $2,000 respectively.

Eligibility for participation in the 
MCU Scholarship Program is open to 
an MCU member, a child or a grand-
child of a member in good standing. 
Selection is based on academic perfor-
mance, extracurricular and commu-
nity activities, references, and an es-
say expressing personal goals. 

Additionally, students applying for 
the scholarships who are also MCU 
members will also automatically be 
entered for a $500 statewide Public Re-
lations and Marketing Council Schol-
arship. 

Applications are available at MCU’s 
Bronx branches at 560 Courtlandt Av-
enue and 755 Co-op City Blvd., on 
MCU’s website, www.nymcu.org, and 
also at any MCU branch. The deadline 
for completed applications to be sub-
mitted is January 31, 2015.  MCU will 
hold a special awards reception in the 
spring of 2015 to recognize the eight 
$5,000 scholarship winners.

* * *

The College of Westchester Board 
of Trustees announces the appoint-
ment of Mary Beth Del Balzo, LCSW 
as president and CEO.  She replaces 
Karen Smith, president of the college 
since 1997 who had recently stepped 
into the position of Vice Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees.  

Pelham Parkway-Van
Nest Library events
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Harvest Hands and Westchester Square BID hosted a Thanksgiving dinner at the Owen Dolen 
Recreation Center, 2551 Westchester Avenue, on Thursday, November 27. The event saw Har-
vest Hands and the BID provide food to the hungry, those in need and other dinner guests.

HARVEST HANDS, BID HOST FEAST

Reverend Mitchell Torres from Harvest Fields Community Church was present at a Thanks-
giving dinner with coordinator of Harvest Hands Wilbert Verwayne along with other Harvest 
Hands volunteers on Thursday, November 27. Photo by Edwin Soto

Students from Schuylerville Preparatory High School enjoyed their their Thanksgiving din-
ner provided by Harvest Hands and Westchester Square BID on Thursday, November 27. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

On Thursday, December 4, the Bronx Family Court Bar Association celebrated another suc-
cessful year at its third annual awards dinner ceremony at Maestro’s Caterers.  The event’s 
honorees included Bronx Family Court judges Hon. Gayle P. Roberts and Hon. Llinet M. Ro-
sado who were both presented the Honorable Donald E. Mohr Judge of the Year Award.  
Maryann Barile, Esq., Bronx Defenders, Family Defense Practice; Matthew Connahan, Esq., 
NYC Law Department, Juvenile Prosecution Unit; Vicki Light, Esq., Legal Aid Society, Juvenile 
Rights Practice; Elizabeth Posse, Esq., Bronx Family Court Assigned Council Panel; John Pre-
sely, NYS court offi cer (BXFC Part 14); Colleen Richman, Esq., Administration for Children’s 
Services, Family Court Legal Services; and Diane Taylor, Bronx Family Court stenographer 
all received Outstanding Persons of the Year awards.

BX FAMILY COURT BAR ASSOC. DINNER

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj presented proclamations to Family Court judges Gayle P. Roberts 
and Llinet M. Rosado. Photo by Edwin Soto

The Greater New York Auto Dealers Association and New York Cares held a kick-off to its 
New York City Winter Coat Drive at  LoSorsa Auto Group’s dealership at 3510 Webster Av-
enue. Local residents can drop off their gently-used coats to the dealership where they will 
be collected and delivered to New York Cares for distribution to those in need.

AUTO DEALER HOLDS COAT DRIVE 

Above (l-r)  Mark Schienberg, president GNYADA; Nefi sah Sallim, community partner rela-
tions manager New York Cares; Nathalia Fernandez, executive coordinator to Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj and John LaSorsa, owner LaSorsa Auto Group, at the kickoff.

Santa Claus visits the youg-
er students at P.S. 304. 
 Picasa

Students at P.S. 304 in Throggs Neck were treated to a holiday breakfast on Monday, Decem-
ber 8 that was themed after Disney’s ‘Frozen’ animation fi lm. The movie, popular with chil-
dren and adults alike, is based on the fairy tale The Snow Queen.  The event included a visit 
from Saint Nick himself, as well as face-painting, music, crafts, arts, and of course food. 

P.S. 304 HOLDS ‘FROZEN’ BREAKFAST 

Devanne Rose-Didomeni-
co, 5; Laura Proscia, 4; Kat 
DiCristina dressed as Elsa; 
and Teagan Connolly enjoy 
the day. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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Legendary Athletics, Compelling Academics

liu.edu/brooklyn

LIU Brooklyn  
athletes dominate 
the competition.

Blackbird Nation
The Blackbirds are the first team to win three NEC championships  
in a row and have made three consecutive trips to the NCAA  
Division I Men’s Basketball Championship.

Come show your support at these upcoming Barclays Center games.
DEC 18 

Florida International
DEC 28 

Hofstra
 

Mount St. Mary’s
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We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

NO
SALES

TAX
UNIFIEDWINDOW

SYSTEMS, INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING
Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY
FREE

in Home
Estimates

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or

NEW REPAIR SERVICE
WE NOW REPAIR OTHER COMPANIES' PRODUCTS

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS AD
HUGE DECEMBER SALE! 10% off Windows & Doors and up to 25% off Siding & Roofing

 • 10% OFF WINDOWS AND DOORS / 0% FINANCING OR 25% OFF SIDING AND ROOFING • 10% OFF WINDOWS AND DOORS / 0% FINANCING OR 25% OFF SIDING AND ROOFING • 

Take Discounts off below prices December 1st - 23rd
NEW ORDERS ONLY • 12/01-12/23/14 • NO EXCEPTIONS

SALE DOES 
NOT APPLY TO 

EXSISTING 
ORDERS

TL

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $999 $999

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP
MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS

REG. ON SALE
$36900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$49900$63900

COUPONCOUPON

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$17900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

SLIDERS OR
HOPPERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

CUSTOM-SIZED!

CUSTOM-PAINTED
STEEL DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:
REG. $149900
• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
   Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door Knob/Dead Bolt
• Full line of Fiberglass 
   Doors also available

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors & 
Sizes available

37500Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON

Entire House as Low as

PATIO
DOORS

REG.
ON SALE

$109900

$199900

LOW E GLASS / ARGON GAS
TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED

& FULLY INSTALLED 5FT.

COUPON

• Foam filled frame and Sash
• Krypton/Argon Gas
• Meets D.O.E. / R5 Program
• Lifetime Guarantee

REG. ON SALE
$35900$79900

TRIPLE GLASS
WELDED WINDOWS

FULLY INSTALLED
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101 CITY ISLAND AVENUE | BRONX, NY 10464 | TELEPHONE: 347-680-3865 | EMAIL: SCAVELLOP@AOL.COM

Merry Christmas
Dear Customers,

Another year is nearly over and we wanted to thank you for your business. We hope you and your family 
have an enjoyable Christmas and wish you a very Happy New Year.

And as an extra special thank you, we’ve included a coupon to our restaurant opening in January 2015.

Best wishes,
Paul Scavello

FREE APPETIZER with purchase of an Entrée 
to Scavello’s On The Island (formerly known as Lido Catering Hall). The new restaurant and banquet hall 

(101 City Island Ave.) can handle parties ranging from 40 to 400 people. Opening in January 2015.
Offer Expires: 2/28/2014

CHRISTMAS CATERING SPECIAL
$299.99 (20–25 people)
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SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE
Landlords: List Your Apartments, Qualified Tenants Are Waiting

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
COUNTRY CLUB: 3 rooms. $1000. G&E Included.
COUNTRY CLUB: 3 rooms. Walk-in. $1125. Gas Included.
COUNTRY CLUB: 6 rooms. First floor. $2200. G&E Included.
COUNTRY CLUB: 3 rooms. Walk-in. Seperate bedroom thru open concept.
COUNTRY CLUB: 3 rooms. walk down 2 steps.  $1000. G&E Included
THROGGS NECK: 3 rooms. $1100. G&E Included. Use of yard. W+D available

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

HOMEOWNERS: Thinking about selling your home?
 Call for a FREE Marketing Analysis. You can list with us and be worry free.

HOUSES FOR SALE
PELHAM BAY CO-OP

1 bedroom large rooms,
all remodeled, includes laundry room

plus on site parking available,
walk to train, near all shopping.

Maintenance $704. 

$134,999

COUNTRY CLUB
Brick, attached, 
6 room duplex

plus 1 car 
garage, all 

modern, freshly 
painted, move-

in condition. 

$375,000
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The Wicked

Delivery Service 
Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

BOOK YOUR EVENT OR HOLIDAY PARTY 
EARLY AT THE WICKED WOLF

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

$4.00

Stop By This 

Holiday Season 
and Enjoy A 

Festive Holiday 
Lunch or Dinner 

In Our Decorated 
Dining Rooms.

Sunday, Monday & Thursday
FOOTBALL SPECIALS

DOMESTIC DRAFT
IMPORTED DRAFT
WELL DRINKS

$2.50
$3.50
$3.00

WINGS
NACHOS
QUESADILLAS

 . 25¢
$5.00
$5.00

HOT, MILD
TERIAKI, BBQ

CHILI OR
CHICKEN
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The Throggs Neck Merchants Association and Assemblyman Michael Benedetto hosted the annual 
Christmas Tree Lighting and Gift Giveaway with Santa Claus at the Derosa O’Boyle Triangle on Sunday, 
December 7. The event featured carolers, a DJ, and a visit from Saint Nick himself. About 1,000 toys, 
courtesy of the merchants association, were given out to community children.

Throggs N eck M erchantsThroggs N eck M erchants

Above (l to r) TNMA Gerri Colon, TNMA president Stephen Kaufman, choir leader Anne Myers with St. Benedict’s Children’s 
Choir, Councilman James Vacca and Ben Randazzo, chief-of-staff for Assemblyman Michael Benedetto. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Lehman High School Volunteers Joseph 
Abreu and Kayla Baez get ready for 
Santa’s arrival. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Evan Matos with Santa Claus. Photo by Laura Stone

Vivian Rodriguez has a little bit of Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer in her. Photo by Laura Stone
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Christmas Tree LightingChristmas Tree Lighting

Student volunteers from Lehman High School enjoy a little hot chocolate with Mrs. Claus before the festivities begin. Photo by Laura Stone

Volunteer Victoria Castro waits with 
Olaf the Snowman for Santa to ar-
rive. Photo by Laura Stone

Elves Ashley and Dahlia Rodriguez enjoy 
some sweet treats before Santa arrives. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Neveah and Heaven Olan of Throggs Neck 
enjoy hot cocoa and cookies as they wait to 
meet Santa. Photo by Laura Stone

Madeline Padilla was fi rst in line to 
meet Saint Nick. 
 Photo by Laura Stone



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 12-18, 201448    BTR

www.giordanosbigg.com

NEW YORKS LARGEST SELECTION

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

CLEAN SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

LARGE SHRIMP  (31-40 CT).............11.99 lb.

JUMBO SHRIMP (21-25 CT).............14.99 lb.

COOKED SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

MUSSELS..........................................2.99 lb.

NEW ZEALAND GREEN SHELL MUSSELS  

2 LBS.................................................4.99 lb.

BACALAO (1 LB.BAG).................9.99 lb.

BACALAO SUPER JUMBO

SOAKED OR DRY............................12.99 lb.

JUMBO SNOW CRAB CLUSTER....12.99 lb.

JUMBO COCKTAIL CLAWS............24.99 lb.

KING CRAB (16-20 CT)..............19.99 lb.

JUMBO CRAB LEGS (6-9 CT).........29.99 lb.

JUMBO SHRIMP ON ICE  (16-20 CT)12.99 lb.

OYSTER BAY
IMITATION CRAB MEAT
2 1/2 LBS...........................9.99 each

OCTOPUS
(4-6)..................................4.99 lb.

CALAMARI CLEANED
(3-5) 2 1/2 LBS................9.99 each

JUMBO (8-12 CT)
2 1/2 LBS.............................14.99

TILAPIA FILET
(3-5 OZ).............................4.99 lb.

WHOLE COOKED CLAMS....3.99 pk.

FRESH CLAMS.....................4.99 doz.

STUFFED CLAMS (9 PK).....5.99 pk.

3 oz.........................................$5.99 each

4 oz.........................................$7.99 each

5 oz..........................................$9.99 each 

6 oz......................................$11.99 each

8  oz......................................$15.99 each

S

S

We Take E.B.T. CARD

CALAMARI CLEANED TUBE ONLY
JUMBO (8-12 CT)
2 1/2 LBS.........................14.99

MEDIUM  (71-90 CT)...........................11.99 lb.

LARGE  (31-40 CT)...............................14.99 lb.

JUMBO  (21-25 CT)..............................18.99 lb.

718-892-7798
Fax 718-892-7919

BRAZIL LOBSTER TAILS

U.S.D.A. ANGUS CHOICE RIB ROAST (WHOLE OR HALF) $7.99 lb.

BABY ROCK LOBSTER TAILS 1.99 each

JUMBO COOKED COCKTAIL SHRIMP  22.99 lb

FREE
PACK OF 

COOKED CLAMS
WITH PURCHASE OF 

$50 OR MORE
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A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

Graduations

Communions

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Confi rmations

NEW YEARS DAY
Serving Brunch from 

11am til 3pm

NEW YEARS DAY
Serving Dinner from 

3pm til 10pm

PRIME RIB 
TUESDAYS 

$1895

Ring in 2015 
at the Clipper

(BEST PARTY IN TOWN)

D.J. SHANE & CLIPPER SUPER BUFFET
Restaurant open til 10pm

Back by Popular Demand 

“LEGENDS OF VEGAS”
with DJ Bobby Flowers premier DJ, Vittorio (#1 Tom Jones Tribute Artist) 

& Anthony Farrino (#1 Frank Sinatra Tribute Artist)

SATURDAY DECEMBER 13TH @ 9:30PM

Captain’s Cabin

Reasonable Rates Call Eileen 718-829-0005
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Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum hosted ‘Holiday Family Day: A Storybook Christmas’ on Sat-
urday, December 6. The event featured storytelling, crafts, photographs with Santa, holi-
day gift shopping and caroling by the Morrisania Glee Club. During the holiday season, the 
museum also features the annual Storybook Christmas Tree Display, where the museum is 
fi lled with uniquely decorated Christmas trees, each composed by an interior decorator 
taking inspiration from a children’s book.

BARTOW-PELL HOLIDAY FAMILY DAY

Storytime in front of one of the Storybook Christmas trees. Photo by Aracelis Batista

The Morrisania Glee Club caroling. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Henry and Eliza Conlon have fun at the craft table. Photo by Aracelis Batista

The adult choir sings in the Advent concert. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Our  Lady of the Assumption hosted their annual Advent concert with a special performance 
by Christina Connor and the OLA children’s choir on Sunday, December 7.

OLA HOSTS ADVENT CONCERT

Patrick Purcell sings in the children’s choir. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Nore Moino, 8, sings confi dently. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Federal Reserve Bank of New York president 
William Dudley (ll) met with Dr. Steven Sa-
fyer, president of Montefi ore.

Federal Reserve Bank of New York president 
William Dudley visited the borough on Tues-
day, December 2  to discuss the local econ-
omy and the emergence of the Bronx in the 
years after the Great Recession.  Dudley vis-
ited Women’s Housing and Economic Devel-
opment Corporation (WHEDco) and Lehman 
College, and he met with representatives 
from  the New York City Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce,

FED BANK PREZ
VISITS BOROUGH 

Famous Footwear hosted a grand opening 
event at its new store located at 200 Bay-
chester Avenue in the Mall at Bay Plaza on 
Saturday, December 6. The store, which of-
fi cially opened on Wednesday, November 19, 
celebrated the event with a live DJ, raffl es 
for the customers, one-day in-store special 
promotions and a visit from local shoe artist 
Deni Armas.

FAMOUS FOOTWEAR
 GRAND OPENING

Customer Maria Salazar gets her footwear 
personalized by shoe artist Deni Armas on 
Saturday, December 6. 
 Photo by Patricio Robayo
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ANGELS 
New York

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
S P O N S O R S NYC COUNCILMAN R ICHIE  TORRES  • NYC COUNCILMAN FERNANDO CABRERA

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Certain restrictions may apply.

GET 10%OFF 
SHOP FORDHAM
GET 10%OFF 
SHOP FORDHAM

10th Annual Sparkling the Heart of Fordham

December 5 -December 21, 2014
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SUBWAY:     TO FORDHAM RD      

RAIL: METRO-NORTH RAILROAD-
FORDHAM STATION-HARLEM LINE

P

BUSES: 1, 2, 9, 12, 17, 22, 32, 34, 41, BL60, BL61

PARKING FACILITIES:  JEROME, VALENTINE & TIEBOUT AVENUES 
& 189th STREET AT PARK & WASHINGTON AVENUES. 

PRESENT THIS AD OR YOUR 
METROCARD

®

TO GET 10% OFF
Visit www.fordhamroadbid.org for more information.

SCAN THIS QR CODE

DOWNLOAD 
THE NEW

FORDHAM ROAD 
APP

4 EVER SHOES 
10 E Fordham Rd 

ALMONTE NAIL SALON
314 E Kingsbridge Rd 

APPLEBEE’S 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
GRILL & BAR
4750-4758 Third Ave
www.applebees.com

B&H JEWELRY
2496 Grand Conc

BEST BUY
402 E Fordham Rd
www.bestbuy.com
SEE MANAGER 
FOR RESTRICTIONS

BEST ITALIAN PIZZA
200-202 E Fordham Rd

BEST PERFUME PLUS
129 E Fordham Rd

BEVERLY HILLS 
FURNITURE
305 E Kingsbridge Rd
www.beverlyhillsfurniture2.com

BIG JAKE’S JEWELRY
386 E Fordham Rd

BOOST MOBILE
261A E Fordham Rd 
40% OFF AND 
FREE ACCESSORIES

384 East Fordham Rd

BUBU’Z INK
315 E Kingsbridge Rd

CHECKERS
385 E Fordham Rd
www.checkers.com

CITIDENT
466 E Fordham Rd

CLAIRE’S
260 E Fordham Rd
www.claires.com

COHEN’S 
FASHION OPTICAL
138 E Fordham Rd 
www.cohensfashionoptical.com

COHEN’S 
GENTLE DENTAL
1 E Fordham Rd, 2Fl
www.cohensgentledental.com

COLOMBIA JEANS/
LEVANTAPOMPIS 
(BUTT BOOSTING JEANS)
387 E Fordham Rd
www.levantapompis.com 

CRICKET WIRELESS
327 E Fordham Rd
www.cricketwireless.com 
10% OFF
ACCESSORIES ONLY 

CUNY ON THE 
CONCOURSE
2501 Grand Conc, 3Fl

EASY PICKINS
360 E Fordham Rd
www.easypickins.com

E-STYLE
114 E Fordham Rd

EXCLUSIVE CELLULAR
/FORDHAM ROAD
WIRELESS
389 E Fordham Rd

FAMOUS FOOTWEAR
4770 Third Ave
www.famous.com

FORDHAM GOLD MINE
50 E Fordham Rd

GEM PAWNBROKERS
367 E Fordham Rd
www.gempawnbrokers.com

GENERAL VISION
330 E Fordham Rd
FREE EYE EXAM 
10% OFF ANY FRAME
AND GLASSES

GEORGE JEWELRY 
CREATIONS/
VIXEN FACIALS
332 E Fordham Rd
30% OFF

GOLD PALACE 
JEWELRY
214 E Fordham Rd
30% OFF

GOLDEN TOUCH 
BRONX
5 W Fordham Rd

HOT POINT
340 E Fordham Rd
www.shoproxx.com

JIMMY BOY 
JEWELRY
335 E Fordham Rd 

KIDS WORLD
39 E Fordham Rd

LEGACY HOME 
FASHION 
2510-2512 Grand Conc

LENS LAB EXPRESS 
125 E Fordham Rd 
www.lenslabfordham.com

MAGIC SNEAKERS
382 E Fordham Rd

MAJESTIC 
FURNITURE
327 E Fordham Rd

MARION TATTOOS
387 E Fordham Rd, 2Fl
20% OFF TATTOOS 
$100 OR MORE

NINE WEST OUTLET
305 E Kingsbridge Rd
www.ninewest.com
LIMIT 1 CUSTOMER

NISSAN KIDS 
CHILDREN’S WEAR
2483 Grand Conc

NORTH END 
WINE & LIQUOR
2509 Webster Ave
www.northendliquors.com 
10% OFF 
CASES OF WINE

NYC BRONX CLOTHING 
2490 Grand Conc

ORIGINAL PRODUCTS 
(BOTANICA)
2486 Webster Ave
www.originalbotanica.com 

P.C. RICHARD & SON
2501 Grand Conc
www.pcrichard.com

PAY GO WIRELESS
300 E Fordham Rd 

PERFECT SMILE 
BRACES
468 E Fordham Rd

PHONES & 
GAMES CENTER
2519 Webster Ave
10% OFF 
ACCESSORIES ONLY

PIZZA STUDIO
444 E Fordham Rd

PLAZA PHARMACY
2515 Webster Ave
www.myplazarx.com

RED DRAGON 
TATTOOS
390 E Fordham Rd, 2Fl
www.reddragontat.com 

SAVE-A-THON
9 E Fordham Rd

SHAFFISON’S JEWELRY
377 E Fordham Rd

SPRINT
124 E Fordham Rd
www.sprint.com 
FREE TABLET WITH 
2 YEAR CONTRACT

SWEETIE ANGELS
1 W Fordham Rd

TOP CONCOURSE 
ELECTRONICS 
AND COMPUTERS
2486 Grand Conc
www.topconcourse.com 

URBAN EYES OPTICAL
390 E Fordham Rd

VENEZIA ACCESSORIES
305 E Kingsbridge Rd

YOUNGWORLD
350 E Fordham Rd

ZALES JEWLERS
254 East Fordham Rd
www.zales.com
SPECIAL COLLECTION 
NOT INCLUDED
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What if We Could 
����������Aging? 

�� Albert Einstein College of Medicine is conducting a clinical research 
study evaluating the possible �����������	
effects of metformin, a 
drug commonly used to treat diabetes 

�� You may qualify for the study if you are older than 60, are in good 
health, and at risk of developing diabetes (without diabetes diagnosis) 

�� Eligible Participants receive ��
�������
for study completion  

We aren’t there yet but doctors and scientists at Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine are working hard to uncover the keys to healthy aging. 

Call: 718-405-8271 
Email: MILES@einstein.yu.edu 

Overview 
�� 5 study visits over 15 weeks 
�� Volunteers will take metformin or     

placebo for 6 weeks each 

Study Procedures 
�� Blood and Urine Tests 
�� Tissue sampling of muscle and fat 

1575 Blondell Avenue, Suite 200 Bronx, NY 10461 
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www.nyc.gov/parks

Share your ideas  
for improving  
your playground:
HUNTS POINT PLAYGROUND
Hunts Point Recreation Center

765 Manilda St., Bronx, NY

December 12, 2014

6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

PLAYGROUND 52
St Mary’s Recreation Center 

450 St. Ann’s Ave., Bronx, NY

December 17, 2014

6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

The Community Parks Initiative  
is investing in neighborhood parks that 
need it most. NYC Parks will rebuild 
parks, upgrade playgrounds, improve 
green spaces and more. To learn more 
or get involved, email Linda Bonilla at 
linda.bonilla@parks.nyc.gov or call 
718.430.4641.

If you want to celebrate a real mir-
acle, then join Temple Hatikva as they 
commemorate the “Festival of Lights” 
at their special Chanukah party next 
week, Friday,, December 19 at 7:30 p.m.  
Latkes, dreidels, music and soufganiot 
– will add up to  a fun-filled evening at 
the Temple Hatikva Chanukah Party! 
The party will be held at Bronx House, 
990 Pelham Parkway South, directly 
after the Sabbath Services.

Chanukah celebrates the miracle 
of the victory of the Maccabees over 
the Greeks.  Judah Maccabee and his 
army liberated the Jewish Temple in 
Jerusalem.  At the time of liberation, 
there was enough kosher oil to light 
the Menorah for one night, as it would 
take another week to produce more oil.  
Miraculously, the oil did last for eight 
nights until more could be produced.

The miracle of Chanukah is 
celebrated in Jewish communities 
throughout the world.  Traditionally, 
presents are exchanged on each of the 
eight nights of the holiday.  Special 
Chanukah foods include latkes (potato 
pancakes) and soufganiot (fried jelly 

Hatikva Chanukah party
donuts).  Also, the entire family plays 
a game with a “dreidel” (a Jewish top).  
Chanukah is one of the happiest holi-
days of the entire Jewish year and is 
an especially joyous time for the en-
tire

The Chanukah party is entirely 
free of charge, so invite your entire 
family to join us for this happy occa-
sion.  

And, don’t forget the Adult Ed-
cation Program which will continue 
on Sunday, December 21 at 10 a.m. at 
Bronx House, 990 Pelham Parkway S.  
The theme this year is “Understand-
ing the Sabbath Prayerbook” and is 
led by Cantor Kyle Cherry and Rabbi 
Harry Hertzberg.

Join in for a completely free break-
fast while we become more familiar 
with the prayerbook.  The Temple 
Hatikva Adult Education Program is 
sponsored by Shalom Jewish Funeral 
Home of Castle Hill.

For more information about any 
of the upcoming events, call Temple 
Hatikva at (917) 453-7557 or go to their 
website at www.TempleHatikva.com.

The celebration of the Diamond 
Jubilee, 75th anniversary year of 
Parkchester Chorus is under-
way.  The fi rst part of the celebra-
tion is the Christmas Concert on 
Sunday, December 14, 3 p.m.  It will 
be held at the First Presbyterian 
Church at Throggs Neck, 3051 East 
Tremont Avenue.  

Guests will enter from the Dud-
ley Avenue entrance. F

or this program, Parkchester 
Chorus offers selections from Han-
del’s Messiah and a potpourri of 
other seasonal favorites selected 
by director Lorraine C. Nanko, 
who marks her 25th anniversary 
with Parkchester Chorus this year.  
Thus this concert begins the cel-
ebration of two amazing achieve-
ments in local choral music.  

Soloists include: Elizabeth 
Figols and Jennifer Gliere: So-
pranos; Joyce Smith: Alto; Joseph 
Zamplione and Dale Smith: Tenors 
and Christian Aquino: Baritone. 
The Instrumentalists include: Lila 
Meretzky: Oboist; Steve Marks: 
Bassist and Jeff Kane: Percussion-
ist.  Admission for this concert is 
free, however a free-will offering 
will be taken.  Limited parking 
is available in the parking lot off 
Dudley Avenue. 

 For information call (718) 409-1051 
or visit www.parkchesterchorus.org.  

* * *

Wave Hill upcoming events in-

clude: Sat, December 20: Sun, De-
cember 21: Family Art Project: 
Snow-Globe Gift Boxes: Choose 
from live evergreen boughs and 
their wonderful scents and tex-
tures to create a winter wonder-
land snow-globe box. Add inhab-
itants and decorate it with shiny 
foil, snowy shapes and natural ob-
jects, such as cones, dried herbs 
and spices. Free, and admission to 
the grounds is free until noon. 

Sat, December 20: Tai Chi Ch-
uan: In this hour-long class, Irving 
Yee, a member of the William CC 
Chen Tai Chi School, introduces 
students to the internal martial 
arts and promotes an awareness 
of its benefi ts. 

Sun, December 21: Hatha Yoga: 
Classes are led by Yoga for Bliss 
Director Neem Dewji and other 
certifi ed instructors, and last for 
an hour and a quarter.  All levels 
welcome.

Sun, December 21: Meditation: 
Led by Yoga for Bliss director 
Neem Dewji and other qualifi ed 
instructors. Sessions are held in-
doors. All levels welcome. 

Sun, December 21: Garden & 
Conservatory Highlights Walk: 
Join in for an hour-long tour of 
seasonal garden highlights. Free 
with admission to the grounds.

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further informa-
tion call  (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

Parkchester Chorus 
Diamond Jubilee
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Finally An 
HONEST  

Jeweler You 
Can Trust! 

Pawn Your Jewelry
Need instant Cash but don’t want to sell it? Then PAWN IT!  

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy It!
Its a great option when you need CASH NOW!

 

Jewelry Sales
GREAT JEWELRY AT GREAT PRICES!

14K, 18K and Platinum Jewelry
Wedding Bands & Engagement Rings with GIA Certification
Vintage & Estate Jewelry from 1890’s to present

All Items Sold at Wholesale Prices!

DCA Lic#1353627

718.931.1932

Scrap

Remember At LJI We Always Pay High!

DCA Lic#1354701

347.851.3567
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The Fordham Road Business Improvement 
District hosted ‘Sparking in the Heart of 
Fordham,’  a holiday celebration, on Friday, 
December 5. The event featured Santa Claus, 
free gifts, raffl es, prizes, music, and was 
hosted by BronxNet TV personality Rhina 
Valentin.

SPARKLING IN THE HEART OF FORDHAM

(Above) Members of the Gloria Del Choir sing 
Christmas carols. Photo by Laura Stone

Skylar Collado (11 months) of Grand Con-
course does not know what to make of her 
fi rst meeting with Santa Claus. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj held a Christmas Tree Lighting at Allerton Avenue, Bronxwood 
Avenue and Boston Road on Tuesday, December 2. In addition to the festive holiday tree 
lighting, the children got a visit from Santa Claus. 

GJONAJ CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING 

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (c) joined with Saint Nick to make the tree lighting a festive even
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Veterans came together at Bicentennial Veterans Memorial Park, located on Throgs Neck 
Expressway service road between Pennyfi eld Avenue and Elisworth Avenue, to remember 
Pearl Harbor on Sunday, December 7. At the event, veterans gathered near the park’s fl ag-
pole and war monument to remember December 7, 1941, the day of the attack on Pearl 
Harbor that brought the USA into World War II. Attendees included Senator Jeff Klein.

VETERANS REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR

Senator Jeff Klein and veterans gathered at Bicentennial Veterans Memorial Park to remem-
ber the attack on Pearl Harbor on Sunday, December 7. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Holy Family Church on 2158 Watson Avenue 
in Castle Hill held its annual Christmas fl ea 
market and tag sale on Sunday, December 7. 
Shoppers and parishioners got a jump start 
on their holiday gift-buying while beating 
mall traffi c by supporting a local organiza-
tion right in their own community. 

HOLY FAMILY
CHRISTMAS SALE 

Tina Nord with some of the many items at 
the Christmas sale Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Grenelle Marrero with a festive toy. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Third graders from Lucero Elementary 
School (P.S. 311), located at 1425 Walton Av-
enue, put on two yoga-dance performances 
in the Lucero Auditorium on Wednesday, 
November 26. The morning and afternoon 
performances, which included dances ar-
tistically adapted from yoga exercises, was 
part of the school’s project to help English-
language learners to build their vocabulary 
while taking part in a musical production.

LUCERO STUDENTS
 COMBINE DANCE

AND YOGA

Kleyani Mollette(l) and Abigail Garcia do the 
bridge and airplane at their yoga-dance per-
formance in Lucero Auditorium on Wednes-
day, November 26. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Depending on the plan, benefits may include:

• $0 Plan Premium

• $0 or Low Copays for Doctor Visits

• $0 Copay for Generic Drugs

• $0 Prescription Drug Deductible

• Dental & Vision Care/Hearing

• Transportation Benefits

• Over-the-Counter Pre-Paid Cards up to $75/month

• Your Doctors & Hospitals in Our Network

Introducing New Medicare Advantage Plans 
from AgeWell New York 

H4922_AWNY_4002 File and Use 11112014
AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell New 
York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information 
contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or co-payments/co-insur-
ance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical assistance 
program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further 
details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/TDD) 1-800-662-1220 seven 
days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com.

Providing you with high quality health care  
coverage and a personal care coordinator. Because… Members Matter

Contact Us:
Toll Free 1-866-586-8044
TTY/TDD 1-800-662-1220

www.agewellnewyork.com
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East Bronx History Forum
BY THOMAS X. CASEY

The East Bronx History Fo-
rum will celebrate two impor-
tant anniversaries at our 96th 
meeting at the Huntington 
Free Library, 9 Westchester 
Square, on Wednesday, De-
cember 17 at 7:30 p.m.  

The forum, held its fi rst 
year of meetings in 2005 and 
will celebrate the completion 
of our 10th year on December 
17.  The forum will also cele-
brate the year-long 100th An-
niversary of the creation of 
Bronx County with a ‘Bronx 
History Part II’ presentation 
by Angel Hernandez.

Angel Hernandez is the 
Bronx County Historical So-

ciety educational director 
and last year presented the 
‘Birth of the Bronx through 
1898’.  Hernandez presented 
our early Bronx history up to 
the time of the unifi cation of 
the City of New York in 1898. 
In ‘Bronx History Part II’, he 
will cover the period of what 
some call the ‘Golden Years’ of 
the Bronx, 1898 – 2014. 

Hernandez will draw his 
presentation from many his-
toric images that he has re-
searched and that many have 
not been publicly displayed.  
He has developed and led many 
historic fi eld trips through the 
Bronx and will add the results 
of those surveys with a cur-

rent status report. 
In addition to the 10th An-

niversary of the EBHF and 
the 100th Anniversary of 
Bronx County, it is important 
to mark our calendar for the 
importance of the upcoming 
year. 

On October 17, 1891 the 
Huntington Free Library was 
presented to the community 
by Collis P. Huntington with 
an appropriate ceremony as 
reported in the New York 
Times.  This means that on 
January 1, 2015, the library 
will be open for its 125th year. 
Join us Wednesday, December 
17 and tell us your vision for 
the next 100 years.

This presentation is part of 
the Huntington Free Library 
celebration of the Bronx 100th 
year anniversary as a county.  
All meetings are free and open 
to the public.  Parking is free 
after 7 pm.   

Please view the East Bronx 
History Forum web page at 
BronxNYC.com for details, or 
follow us on Facebook.

Bronx County Court House, Third Avenue and 161st Street, 1914.        
                               Photo by Thomas X. Casey

Bronx Park East Community Association news
BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER

Holiday Zumba Party!

Join Bronx Park East 
Community Association for 
our 3rd annual holiday party 
on Friday, December 19 - this 
time with a Zumba twist. 

Join Zumba instructor 
and Barker Avenue-resident, 
‘The Amazing’ Ana Martinez 
as she leads another exciting, 
fun Zumba session at the hol-
iday party, to help us shed 
that Thanksgiving poundage 
that we’ve put on. 

The party will take place 
at 2410 Barker Avenue  in the 
‘Lind Ric’ Community Room 
by Waring Avenue, from 6-10 
p.m.

There is a limited avail-
ability for tickets, so kindly 
reserve them now by call-
ing (347) 654-7044 or email-
ing BxParkEast@gmail.com 
. You can purchase tickets at 
the door, but it’s highly rec-
ommended that you reserve 
in advance, due to a limited 
capacity.  And who says we 
can’t Zumba in the winter? 
After all, it’s the time when 
we need healthy habits the 
most!

The holiday Zumba Party 
tickets are $12 per adult or 
$10 per child (under 18 years 
old) and spcial packages - $20 
for 1 adult and 2 children or 
$30 for 2 adults and 2 chil-
dren.

Each ticket entitles you to 
a full meal of Spanish cuisine 
from Boston Road merchant 
Steven Restaurant, danc-
ing to DJ Frankie’s Bopping 

Holiday Music, as well as the 
Zumba session. 

Support your local com-
munity advocacy group in 
bringing neighbors together 
during the cold winter 
months!

Bronx Park East

Improvements

Oh, and B-PECA doesn’t 
just party, we advocate for 
our community! As you may 
know, B-PECA is heavily 
pushing for more funding 
for improvements for Bronx 
Park East, most notably War-
ing Playground, which has 
not received any new equip-
ment or upgrades since the 
late 1980s. 

Senator Jeff Klein gra-
ciously gave $500,000 to the 
effort in June and we thank 
him for that! But we still need 
another $500,000 to fully fund 
a Waring Playground renova-
tion. Thus, B-PECA is push-
ing for this extra funding to 
be supplied by Councilman 
Ritchie Torres’ ‘$1 Million 
“Participatory Budgeting’ ef-
fort.

Participatory Budgeting 

for B.P.E.

Councilman Torres is one 
of many NYC Council Mem-
bers participating in the Par-
ticipatory Budgeting process, 
which lets residents actually 
vote on how $1 million of City 
Capital Funding (our tax dol-
lars) will be spent in our own 
neighborhoods. 

And there’s good news. 
At this past November’s 

Neighborhood Assembly, 

Waring Playground improve-
ments in Bronx Park East was 
one of the most popular proj-
ects discussed! Along with 
Waring Playground improve-
ments, ideas such as renova-
tions to Parkside Houses and 
other needs were at the top of 
the $1 million priority list. 

So at the assembly, numer-
ous attendees signed up to be 
‘Budget Delegates’.  In the 
coming months, these dele-
gates will help communicate 
with city agencies to come up 
with specifi c proposals for 
the projects that will be on 
the ballot. 

In April, residents of the 
15th City Council District 
age 16 and older will vote to 
decide which projects get 
funded. And Waring Play-
ground will be on that ballot, 
we guarantee you. 

Vote? in April? Yes.

The most important part 
of the PB process will indeed 
be in April when all residents 
of the 15th City Council Dis-
trict (which includes parts of 
Allerton, Pelham Parkway 
North, Van Nest, Belmont, 
Tremont, Fordham and other 
areas) get to vote. 

There will be polling sites 
all over the 15thCD where 
we’ll get to choose how $1 mil-
lion is spent in our district.  
So keep an eye out for when 
the elections take place and 
make sure to tell your chil-
dren, because any one who is 
16 years old can vote, too! 

Now that’s Democracy. 
Thanks, Councilman Torres 

and Speaker Mark-Viverito 
for bringing this truly trans-
parent and democratic pro-
cess to the residents of NYC.

Get Your Tickets!

Remember to order your 
holiday party tickets by call-
ing/texting (347) 654-7044 or 
emailing bxparkeast@gmail.
com!  And, hey, less than $8 
per person for a family of 
four is a pretty good deal for 
an all-inclusive holiday en-
gagement. 

As always, you can con-
tact B-PECA 24/7 at the num-
ber and email above, or by 
being a part of our facebook 
group at www.facebook.com/
groups/bxparkeast

Every person makes a dif-
ference, so don’t ever feel that 
your effort is futile.

So, to end this column 
with yet another sci-fi  refer-
ence: “Resistance is futile”: 
So be a part of the effort. 

“Engage!” 

Thank you to Ana Martinez for leading four free Zumba Sessions in Bronx 
Park East this past summer. Read the column to fi nd out the next ses-
sion!

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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LOSE 20–40 LBS.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS
LOOK AND SEE YOURSELF 20–40 LBS.  
LIGHTER LOSE ½ LB. PER DAY.

Lose weight and start looking and feeling as 
beautiful as you are...

BECAUSE OF OUR TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 
Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how would you like 
to lose 30 or more pounds, have 
more energy, feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks of diabetes 
and heart disease and regain 
your health all in next 40 days.

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Visit and see a portion of fresh start HCG video at our website, GOTHAIRLLC.COM

Dr. Albert Graziosa has 
been certified with the
fresh start HCG diet and 
has led many patients to
live a more happy 
and healthy life.

BEFORE AFTER

3611A East Tremont Ave. 

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S
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The Wildlife Conservation 
Society’s Bronx Zoo will be 
the highlight of the holiday 
season with the return of the 
Salute to Wildlife Ice Carving 
Week, presented by Canon. 
The week-long celebration in-
cludes professional ice carv-
ing demonstrations, wildlife-
themed ice sculpture displays, 
an interactive play area, and 
the Salute to Wildlife Ice Carv-
ing Competition.  

This year’s theme will be 
Tropics on Ice, to highlight 
WCS’s conservation work in 
the Brazilian rainforests and 
the Amazon River Basin. Pro-
fessional ice carvers will cre-
ate tropical-themed wildlife 
displays from giant blocks of 
ice and an interactive play 
area featuring a 25-foot rain-
forest canopy ice slide. 

Wildlife Ice Carving Week
Ice Carving Week Activi-

ties Include:
Ice Sculpting Demonstra-

tions: Daily demos will amaze 
as artists transform blocks of 
ice into glistening statues of 
animals.  Free with admission 
Friday to Wednesday, Decem-
ber 26 to  31, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Salute to Wildlife Ice Carv-
ing Competition: The annual 
ice carving throwdown will 
pit many of the area’s best ice 
carvers against each other. 
Professional sculptors will test 
their skills in a competition of 
creativity as they sculpt artis-
tic interpretations of wildlife. 
The winner is determined by 
spectator vote. Free with ad-
mission.   Sunday, December  
28, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Ice Sculpture Play Area: 
Rainforest Canopy Ice Slide 

and Amazon River Play Area– 
This giant slide and play area 
make for the perfect winter 
photo-op. Free with admis-
sion, Wednesday to Sunday, 
December 26 to 31, 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

Performances: Arthur‘s 
Perfect Christmas – Addi-
tional activities include char-
acter meet-and-greets with 
everyone’s favorite aardvark, 
ArthurTM and his little sis-
ter, D.W.TM Children of all 
ages will enjoy the beloved 
PBS special come to life. Ar-
thur will be available for pho-
tos following a special story 
time.  Free with admission.  
Monday, December 29, 11:30 
a.m.; 1 p.m.; 2:30 p.m.

 Frozen – Elsa, Anna, and 
Hans from Frozen will per-
form favorite songs from the 

movie and bring their charac-
ters to life. Free with admis-
sion, Saturday, December 27, 1 
to 1:30 p.m.

For a complete schedule of 
activities, visit www.Bronx-
Zoo.com. 

Winter Wonder Ice Carving fun.                      Photo courtesy of Julie Larsen Maher
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Holiday break is a wonderful 
time for children to enjoy a re-
prieve from the daily routine of 
school and homework, and spend 
time with family and relax. How-
ever, Eileen Huntington of Hun-
tington Learning Center reminds 
parents that there are many ways 
to keep children learning and en-
gaged over break—without forc-
ing school work on them. “This 
break is a great opportunity to 
get into a few fun and educa-
tional activities as a family,” says 
Huntington. Here are a few ideas 
to help your child keep learning 
these next few weeks: 

Let your child plan a meal. 
This can combine time-manage-
ment, and help with math, read-
ing, writing, and art skills. Pro-
vide cookbooks or online cooking 
sites to help choose simple reci-
pes for the meal. When cooking, 
put your child in charge of mea-
suring. Ask questions, such as 
“Is two 1/4 cups the same as 1/2 
cup? How can you tell?” Model 
how to create a shopping list. 
Try to estimate cooking times 
and prepare a schedule. Search 
the newspaper for coupons. Do 
math estimates while grocery 
shopping. 

Break out the crafts. There’s 
no better time than the holidays 
to create gifts. Check out your 
local craft center for classes on 
card-making, or spend time to-
gether at home working with 
your hands. Clay, paint, draw-
ing materials and more are a 
great way to exercise those artis-
tic, creative muscles. Take those 
projects a step further and check 
out how-to books from the library 
on new crafts or nonfiction books 
on different artists. 

Hit the library. The library 
is a must-visit destination over 
holiday break. Your child can 
enjoy reading for the fun of it as 
opposed to reading for school, so 
let him or her choose a few books 
to enjoy over break on subjects 
that are of interest to him or her. 
Don’t forget to check out the li-
brary’s schedule of classes and 
events for children, teens and 

families over the holidays. 
Books as holiday gifts. Good 

gifts over the holidays are books 
or a gift card from a book store. 
A gift card allows your child to 
pick out books they want to read 
so they are involved in the selec-
tion process and will be excited 
for what they will read. 

Explore local museums. Call 
the local art, history, science or 
cultural museums to see if they 
have any special exhibits going 
on this holiday season. And even 
if they do not, these next couple 
of weeks are a great time to make 
a few family field trips to some of 
the attractions that your city has 
to offer. As a follow up to the out-
ing have your child write about 
the activity.

With a little planning and 
imagination, you can make this 
holiday break enjoyable for your 
child—and help him or her learn 
a few new things, too. “Take time 
during the break to encourage 
your child to explore his or her 
interests and have fun in the pro-
cess,” says Huntington. “Free 
time is the best time to refresh 
one’s memory that learning itself 
is a fun activity.” 

Huntington is the tutoring 
and test prep leader. Its certified 
tutors provide individualized 
instruction in reading, phonics, 
writing, study skills, elementary 
and middle school math, Alge-
bra through Calculus, Chemis-
try, and other sciences. It preps 
for the SAT and ACT, as well as 
state and standardized exams. 
Huntington programs develop 
the skills, confidence, and moti-
vation to help students succeed 
and meet the needs of Common 
Core State Standards. Founded 
in 1977, Huntington’s mission is 
to give every student the best ed-
ucation possible.

Learn how Huntington can help 
at www.huntingtonhelps.com.

For franchise opportunities 
please visit www.huntingtonfran-
chise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Huntington Learning 
Center Offers Holiday 
Break Learning Tips
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We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.
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We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS

AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097
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BY LYNN GERBINO
We had a great last meet-

ing before our winter break 
thanks to the Bingo night 
made possible by Senator Jeff 
Klein and his staffers Dan and 
Catherine. We had a fun time 
and some lovely prizes were 
won by lucky winners. We had 
over 140 people in attendance 
and all were thankful for the 
generosity of the merchants 
who made the prizes possible. 
What a lovely way to start off 
the holiday season! 

Our next scheduled meet-
ing will not be until March, 
so we are asking that if you 
can, to please send in your 
2015 dues. You should make 
out a $15 check and mail it to 
: Throggs Neck Homeown-
ers Association, P.O. Box 25, 
Bronx, New York 10465. This 
will save us the cost of post-
age....Thanks so much for your 
cooperation!

 One of my CSA buddies is 
looking for any fancy tea cups 
and saucers you may have 
hanging around in your clos-
ets and are looking to get rid 
of. She has taken over run-
ning a book club high tea and 
is looking for some donated 
tea cups, so all partakers will 
look fancy pantsy while sip-
ping with the appropriate 
pinky extended. Seriously, if 
you have some pretty tea cups 
to donate, please give us a call 
at (718) 823-0327. Thanks a 
bunch!

I don’t know if you know 

this, but I am a member of the 
Locust Point CSA (Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture) 
group which buys shares of 
organic vegetables and fruit 
from an upstate farm, who 
thn delivers them to us once a 
week from June until Novem-
ber. I have been a member for 
three years and highly recom-
mend the quality and quan-
tity of our farm goods. I want 
to thank Chrys Napolitano, 
Lourdes and Jim Harkins, 
and Ann Kelly for keeping us 
together. We hope we can en-
tice more of you to join. If you 
are interested, please go to the 
Just Food-NYC web site and 
look for the join a CSA icon 
and click on to Locust Point 
CSA. This will explain what 
CSA’s are all about and how 
to join. We look foward to hav-
ing more members join for the 
2015 season. Half shares are 
also available with a partner.

Community News 

And Information

There are some changes 
coming in regard to what you 
will be allowed to throw out 
curbside starting in January, 
2015. It will be illegal to dis-
card electronics in the trash.

     As of January 1, you can-
not discard Tss, monitors, lap-
tops, computers, small servers, 
printers/scanners, tablets/
ereaders, MP3 players, VCRs/
DVRs/DVD players, fax ma-
chines, video game consoles, 
cable satellite boxes, mice (not 
the four-legged kind) and key-

boards and expect sanitation 
to pick them up. Following is 
the notice sent by New York 
City explaining your alterna-
tives:

Starting in January 2015, it 
will be illegal for New Yorkers 
to discard electronics in the 
trash. There are many free, 
convenient options to properly 
recycle your unwanted elec-
tronics.

Visit nyc.gov/electronics 
for more info.

1. DSNY’s e-cycleNYC pro-
gram. Apartment buildings 
with more than 10 units can 
enroll for this free and conve-
nient pickup service.

2. Retail drop-off pro-
grams. There are over 90 loca-
tions where you can drop off 
electronics (no purchase re-
quired), including any Good-
will, Salvation Army, Best 
Buy, Staples (no TVs), or the 
Gowanus E-Waste Warehouse. 
See map of NYC Electronics 
Drop Off Locations.

3. Free mail-back pro-
grams. Check your brand’s 
website for details.

4. Electronics recycling 
events. Bring items to drop-off 
events run by organizations 
such as Lower East Side Ecol-
ogy Center, or DSNY’s SAFE 

Disposal Events.
5. Donate or sell working 

electronics. Visit the NYC 
Stuff Exchange to fi nd place 
to buy, sell, or donate electron-
ics.

For what its worth....this 
information may be helpful...

The HRA Offi ce of Child 
Support Enforcement (OCSE) 
is again offering the Pay It Off 
initiative this year, as a re-
sult of the success of the pro-
gram in 2013.  As a result of 
the initiative in 2013, nearly 
$1 million was collected and 
nearly $2 million was reduced 
in arrears owed by noncusto-
dial parents (NCP).   The NYC 
Child Support Program is con-
tinually trying to improve out-
comes for children.  We know 
that for various reasons some 
noncustodial parents (NCP)s 
have accumulated child sup-
port debt. Debt owed could 
serve as a barrier for NCPs 
to paying their child support 
obligations, to connecting to 
work, and to connecting to 
their children. 

The Pay It Off initiative is 
designed to help NCPs reduce 
their child support debt owed 
to the NYC government/DSS.  
We know that less child sup-
port debt can lead to better 
outcomes for NCPs and their 
children.  

Through Pay It Off 2014, if 
an NCP pays a minimum of 
$1,000 toward their NYC/DSS 
child support debt, NYC OCSE 
will: match their payment and 

reduce their child support 
government arrears up to the 
amount owed to NYC/DSS; 
remove interest charged on a 
child support judgment owed 
to the government if the NCP 
pays the principle amount in 
full and may lift DSS child 
support warrants

This program is available 
for seven weeks only, from No-
vember 12 through December 
31.  NCPs must visit the Cus-
tomer Service Walk-In Center 
to make a payment and take 
advantage of the offer.  Flyers 
will be mailed out to approxi-
mately 43,000 NCPs who meet 
the criteria for the program.  

They will have an oppor-
tunity to meet with a case-
worker who will review their 
case specifi cs with them, and 
connect them to employment 
services, mediation services 
and other debt reduction pro-
grams where applicable. The 
goal is to reduce debt for NCPs, 
increase collections and max-
imize outcomes for the NYC 
children.

The executive board of 
Throggs Neck Homeowners 
would like to wish all a Happy 
Holiday season! The lights look 
beautiful on East Tremont Av-
enue and bring a warm holi-
day feeling to the Neck. We re-
member all of the people that 
have left us this year, includ-
ing our own executive board 
member Bill Heaney, among 
others. Enjoy the time with 
your families and friends!

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
We are excited to announce 

that this year we will be host-
ing a holiday celebration at 
this month’s general meeting. 
The meeting has been moved 
up a week to Wednesday, De-
cember 17, at 7:30 p.m., so as 
to not confl ict with the Christ-
mas Holiday. This meeting 
will be special in that it will 
be focused on enjoying each 
others company in a festive, 
informative, and enjoyable en-
vironment. 

We will be promoting net-

working and communication 
amongst our members, as 
well as with a few local busi-
nesses who have been invited 
as guests. We encourage you 
to bring a prospective mem-
ber, your family, and possibly 
a plate of one of your favorite 
dishes. The association will 
also be providing food and 
beverages, so please come hun-
gry. If you are a member that 
owns, or works for a business 
that you would like to show-
case at this event, please apply 
via email at mcnerneyccca@

gmail.com. As usual the meet-
ing will be held in the Villa 
Maria Cafeteria, which is the 
fi rst building to your left upon 
entering the campus. 

By the time you read this 
article, the associations phone 
line should be fully opera-

tional once again. The num-
ber is (718) 823-1814, and we 
encourage that you utilize it. 
From this point forward it will 
serve not only as an answer-
ing machine, but will be used 
to make and receive calls re-
garding association business. 
The messages will be updated 
on a regular basis regarding 
time sensitive information. 

As we enter in to the incli-
mate winter months we will 
be announcing any meeting 
cancellations and/or resched-
uling at least one hour prior 

to that scheduled meeting. 
Messages may be left for any 
individual member of the ex-
ecutive board, or for the asso-
ciation as a whole. As always 
we encourage you to call 911 
for emergencies, and 311 for 
non-emergencies. Please keep 
this phone number readily 
available for future reference.  

The Country Club Civic As-
sociation can also be reached 
via mail at P.O. Box 211, Bronx, 
N.Y. 10465. “Take pride in your 
community; Your home extends 
beyond your property line!”

Assemblyman Michael 
R. Benedetto will be spon-
soring an AARP Driver 
Safety course on Saturday, 
January 17, 2015, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  This course 
is a closed class with 
AARP.  

Space is limited.  Reg-
istration for this class be-
gins on Monday, December 

AARP Driver Safety Program Jan. 17th
15,  at 9:30 a.m.  No reserva-
tions will be taken prior to 
that time!

To reserve a seat, call 
Benedetto’s offi ce at (718) 892-
2235. 

This 6-hour course will 
refresh your driving knowl-
edge with a review of time-
tested safe driving tips.  

Those who complete the 

Holiday lightings
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 

and Senator Jeff Klein cele-
brate the holidays with their 
annual Christmas tree and me-
norah lightings.  Join them at 
the following times:

Christmas tree lightings on 
Thursday, December 11, 3 p.m. 
at Rudy Mecina Peace Memo-
rial Plaza, Pelham Parkway 
and Esplanade Avenue; and 

4:30 p.m. at Pelham Parkway 
and White Plains Road. The 
menorah lightings will be on 
Tuesday, December 16, 3:30 
p.m. at Bronx House, 990 Pel-
ham Parkway South; 4:30 p.m. 
at  Albert Einstein Hospital, 
corner of Morris Park Avenue 
and Eastchester Road; and 5:30 
p.m. at  Pelham Parkway and 
White Plaza.

course will receive a re-
duction of approximately 
10% from the base rate 
of automobile and motor-
cycle liability premiums 
each year for three years.

The course will be 
held at the Fort Schuyler 
House, 3077 Cross Bronx 
Expressway. 
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White Plains Road

Business 

Improvement

District 

Support your Local Merchants at Pelham Parkway & White Plains Road where you will always find sales and bargins galore!

anta     lausS C
IS COMING TO TOWN

Sat. & Sun. Dec. 13th & 14th.
Sat. & Sun. Dec. 20th & 21st.

Courtesy Of

White Plains
Road BID

Happy Holidays
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The police, Garner, and a tipping poing on crime by Tom Allon

TOM ALLON

Some believe that history 
is cyclical while others 
believe that the march 

of progress in humankind is 
linear. Both are compatible be-
liefs, but to these macro theo-
ries of history I add another: 
the pendulum of life often 
swings until it reaches a “tip-
ping point” and then it shifts 
course and swings back in the 
other direction. 

This theory, I believe, can be 
applied on a more micro level to 
New York City’s crime-fi ghting 
tactics and now, it seems, we 
have reached a new “tipping 
point” that may require us to 
reverse course and head back 
in the opposite direction.

Allow me to explain. 
A little more than two de-

cades ago, the crime rate was 
soaring and New York felt un-
governable. Our police depart-
ment was largely reactive and 
many families and older peo-
ple fl ed the city because they 
feared for their safety. The 
New York Post famously bel-
lowed in a headline, “Dave, Do 
Something!” urging then-em-

battled Mayor David Dinkins 
to try to stop the rising tide of 
crime and chaos in Gotham.

Dinkins, to his credit, did 
do something, and along with 
then Council Speaker Peter 
Vallone and Police Commis-
sioner Ray Kelly, started the 
“Safe Streets, Safe City” pro-
gram that added thousands of 
police offi cers to the force.

But voter anger at the ris-
ing crime stats swept Dinkins 
out of the mayoralty in 1993 
and brought in two new sher-
iffs: Mayor Rudy Giuliani and 
his fi rst police commissioner, 
Bill Bratton. They decided to 
adopt a few innovative policing 
strategies and theories. The 
fi rst, Compstat, used daily data 
to send resources to areas that 
had the greatest concentra-
tion of crime. The second, the 
“Broken Windows” theory of 
policing, mandated pursuing 
low-level misdemeanors such 
as subway fare evasion and 
cracking down on the ubiqui-
tous “squeegee men” who men-
aced city drivers. 

The theory was that if you 

clamped down on small of-
fenses, it would send a signal 
to petty criminals that there 
is zero tolerance and this, 
in turn, would deter bigger 
crimes. Also, by arresting low-
level offenders, you would be 
ridding the streets of criminals 
who might be wanted for other 
crimes. This aggressive style 
of policing was accompanied 
by an increasing use of “stop 
and frisk,” which reached its 
peak in the last few years of the 
Bloomberg administration.

Now the pendulum has be-
gun to swing back. In the af-
termath of the grand jury’s 
controversial non-indictment 
in the Eric Garner case last 
week, people are questioning 
the wisdom of arresting a man 
whose only crime was selling 
loose cigarettes on a street cor-
ner. The public’s appetite for 
“Broken Windows” policing 
has reached a tipping point. 
Society is fed up with aggres-
sive policing that can lead to 
the deaths of unarmed men. 

And so it seems that we will 
now enter an era where our po-

lice will be more guarded and 
will likely wear cameras that 
will record their interactions 
with people. This technology 
will make things more trans-
parent.

If “Broken Windows” is 
abandoned (and if it is, it’s un-
likely to happen with a press 
release or a major pronounce-
ment) it will end an era of po-
licing in New York in which 
our cops played offense rather 
than defense. If we are now en-
tering a period of kinder and 
gentler policing, we will see if 
the dramatic decrease in major 
crime in New York has gained 
enough traction that we no lon-
ger need a constantly vigilant 
police force.

It will take some time for 
New York to be able to judge 
the outcome of this new crime-
fi ghting strategy. We will only 
know after 12 to 18 months 
whether crime rates will start 
to rise and whether it was 
“Broken Windows” policing 
that kept the crime rate so low 
for so long.

In the meantime, let us pray 

that our mayor and police com-
missioner and the whole NYPD 
continue to maintain order and 
peace. I lived through the 1970s 
and 1980s in New York and any-
one else who remembers what 
life was like in those danger-
ous decades will agree that we 
cannot go backwards in time, 
no matter what the pendulum 
of history decrees.

Tom Allon, the president of 
City & State, NY, was the Lib-
eral Party-backed candidate 
for Mayor in 2012. He can be 
reached at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.  

BY JOANNE TIMMINS
An open letter to the non-

unionized workers of the 
north pole

Dear elves,
Hoping this letter does 

not arrive too late ! Wish you 
guys would get e-mail ! Well, 
you are on my mind as I hear  
the holiday songs endlessly 
praising the reindeer, and 
the red-nosed one in particu-
lar, while you all labor night 
and day under less than ideal 
circumstances.  Every year, 
you perform miracles for  
the children of the world as 
they celebrate their respec-
tive holidays, be it  Kwan-
zaa, Chanukkah, Christmas, 
or any other, and I know you 
certainly don’t get any over-
time for it ! You guys have 
such good hearts! That’s why 
I thought to ask you to put 

TNCAP on your ‘nice’ list as 
we face the challenges and 
opportunities of the upcom-
ing year.

First, thank you for send-
ing us the wonderful TNCAP 
coalition members who have 
given so much of their time 
and efforts to make Throggs 
Neck a healthier and drug-
free community. They re-
fuse to wear the little green 
velvet tunics with white 
fur trim anymore, but  why 
quibble about small things? 
Like you, they are unsung 
community heroes... So I 
started a song for them and 
it goes like this: “I’m making 
a list. I’m checking it twice. 
Got too many names cause 
they’re all so nice. These are 
folks who care about their 
town.  In meetings, they’re 
not sleeping. They all seem 

wide awake. Their ideas are 
so doggone good that they’re 
great, for goodness sake!” 
You get the idea.

Second, can you send us 
more time?  

We ask that all parents 
and  children have the time 
to really connect with each 
other and discover each oth-
er’s wisdom. Life down here 
in the middle latitudes can be 
so hectic !     

We know that there is no 
substitute for a parent’s guid-
ance in raising a drug-free 
child ; please do what you can 

to supply parents with the in-
formation, skills and support 
needed to raise a child in our 
increasingly complex world.

Third, keep the supply of 
hope coming ! Those recov-
ering from substance abuse 
and addiction need to know 
that there is help and hope 
for them.  

Those facing internal or 
external pressures to ex-
periment with substances 
need to know that they can 
choose not to, that there are 
many other options for a 
happy,  drug-free way of liv-
ing.  We all need to remember 
that seeking out professional 
help is a sign of strength, not 
weakness.

Fourth, and last, we’d like 
another two boxes of good 
cheer. It really is a great 
product and can be stretched 

to last the whole year.  It has 
made TNCAP’s collabora-
tions with our community 
partners productive and in-
vigorating as we work toward 
our common goals of increas-
ing community knowledge 
and implementing action 
plans to help reduce under-
age use of alcohol and other 
drugs.

Well,  elves, that wraps it 
up for now! If only you had a 
computer, you could like us 
on Facebook and go to our 
website at www.adapp.org/
TNCAP for  informative and 
interesting articles. 

I have taken the liberty of 
sending you a leather-bound 
book of all of the TNCAP 
newspaper articles for the 
past year to put in the Em-
ployees’ Lounge.

Til next year,  TNCAP

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
I want to thank Arline Thi-

nel, a long time fan of this col-
umn and supporter of vets and 
vets’ affairs, for her donation 
for our Christmas Party at the 
VA Hospital this coming Sun-
day. I again want to remind 
all our volunteers to show up 
this Sunday. There will be mu-
sic provided by Shay Mac and 
Chris Hiney. Santa and Mrs. 
Claus will be in attendance. 
Chip is donating t-shirts. 

There will be coffee, cookies, 
pies, and soda. I’ve said it be-
fore and I’ll say it again, “This 
is not a chore, we like doing 
this and it is much appreci-
ated by the shut-ins”.

Borough President, Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. and his Veterans Ad-
visory Council in conjunction 
with the Bronx Zoo, invite the 
families of veterans and active 
duty members to attend a Spe-
cial Holiday Celebration and 
Toy Give Away. R.S.V.P.’s are a 
must. This all happens on Fri-

day, December 19, beginning 
at noon. Call (718) 590-6001 by 
December 17. This is open to 
vets only, so bring the appro-
priate ID.

This next is from Sandy 
Rolon, the Military Career 

Advancement Project is hir-
ing tech positions and satel-
lite and security systems in-
stallers. Call (215) 805-9321 or 
log onto MILCAPUSA@gmail.
com

Again, a reminder about 
drinking and driving during 
this holiday season. In the 
words of Dean Martin,” If you 
drink, don’t drive. Don’t even 
putt.”

 Trivia Time!!
 Christmas Seals fi rst went 

on sale on December 9, 1907.

Germany and Italy De-
clared war on the U. S. on De-
cember 11, 1941. How’s that for 
nerve?

The fi rst motel in the U. S. 
opened in San Luis Obispo on 
December 12, 1925.

Chief Sitting Bull was 
killed on December 15, 1890. 
He was 59 years old.

The Boston Tea Party took 
place December 16, 1773

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to  lunch 
and God bless.
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Touro is an equal opportunity institution

scan herewww.touro.edu/nyscas

facebook.com/nyscasTouro @nyscasTouro

212.463.0400 x5500
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens

Touro College: a world of possibilities

Get your undergraduate degree at Touro College’s
New York School of Career and Applied Studies.

At NYSCAS we provide the support our students need to succeed, 
from the moment they enroll to the day they graduate.

And if graduate study is in your future, consider Touro’s graduate and professional schools:
Business, Education, Jewish Studies, Health Sciences, Law, Osteopathic Medicine,

Pharmacy, Psychology, Social Work, and Technology.

apply online at 
apply.touro.edu
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BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
If you are a regular reader 

of my column, you know that 
I am a certifi ed Master Com-
poster with the New York 
City Compost Project, which 
is funded by the Department 
of Sanitation.  The goal is to 
teach the teachers and one of 
the ways I spend my time in 
the community is by promot-
ing good composting practices 
to my neighbors.  

 If you’ve seen recent seg-
ments on the news, you may 
be concerned about the re-
cent articles that assert that 
organic material collected in 
the Department of Sanitation 
curbside organics collection 
program is being sent to land-
fi ll as a result of the closure of 
the Peninsula compost facility 
in Delaware. These reports are 
false. 

Residential Brown Bin ma-
terial is being composted and 
will continue to be composted. 
Material collected on Staten Is-
land is composted at our Staten 
Island compost facility. Mate-
rial collected in other boroughs 
is sent to private composting 
facilities in Connecticut and 
upstate New York. Material 
in most residential organics 
trucks is good quality and rela-
tively low in contamination. 

The material collected at 
city schools is our primary 
challenge at this time. Con-
tamination in the organic 
material collected from some 
NYC schools forces DSNY to 
tip the entire load as refuse at 
the transfer station. The now-
closed Peninsula compost fa-
cility had mechanical prepro-
cessing technology that could 
handle some contamination 

in these school trucks. Con-
tamination is not an across-
the-board problem in all city 
schools. 

DSNY is working with the 
Department of Education to 
identify those schools in need 
of extra assistance in reduc-
ing contamination. System 
wide, the Department of Edu-
cation is pursuing an innova-
tive multi-city procurement 
for compostable trays, utensils 
and packaging, and is increas-
ing its intensive outreach to 
educate students and school 

staff about proper source sepa-
ration.

Hopefully this will alleviate 
your concerns that your efforts 
are going to naught and that 
this is just another “green” 
program that will amount to 
nothing but waste to the tax-
payers.  That is not the case, 
the Organics Composting pilot 
program is creating compost 
that will help to nourish our 
community gardens and help 
with our soil quality.  Healthy 
soil means healthy air.  You 
can continue to help with the 
efforts of the compost project 
by utilizing compostable bags 
to line your countertop com-
post bin.  

     For the large brown bin, 
I have received many com-
plaints about how nasty it gets 
after a week.  My advice is to 
line the bottom of the pail with 

newspaper or a cardboard 
pizza box.  This will absorb 
the liquids instead of leaving a 
mess at the bottom of the pail.  
You can also add organic mat-
ter such leaves and yard trim-
mings to the pail. 

For example, a layer of 
leaves, a compostable bag fi lled 
with kitchen scraps covered 
by more leaves.  I have also 
found compostable bags large 
enough to line the large brown 
bin, a better alternative to the 
clear plastic bags that they are 
allowing us to use.  

Using these good practices 
at home should be passed down 
to your children so that they 
are more aware of their partic-
ipation at school.  Ultimately, 
this will help to alleviate the 
diffi culties described above. 

Be the change you want to 
see in the world.

Action
Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR
     Last Sunday was Decem-

ber 7, and the United States 
is in more danger than it has 
ever been in since December 7, 
1941, the day Pearl Harbor was 
attacked. 

North Korea is on the verge 
of expanding again its nu-
clear program. Terrorist con-
trol more territory than ever 
throughout the Moslem world. 
Several Latin American na-
tions are openly hostile to the 
U.S. and have invited foreign 
military advisors and suppli-
ers in.  Russia has returned 
to the Cold War, with a mili-
tary more advanced and agile 
than ever. China seems openly 
intent on using its new super-
power-level military prowess 
to push the United States out 
of the Pacifi c.  Now, it’s been 
disclosed that the nuclear 
talks with Iran have been ex-
tended past the November 
deadline all the way to June, 
giving that nation’s leadership 
every opportunity to complete 
its atomic weapons program.

Unlike the aftermath of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, the 
U.S. defense industrial base 
does not have the capacity to 
quickly build up the armed 
forces in the event of a major 
armed confl ict.

As these dark clouds of 
danger gather into a terrible 
storm, our own military con-

tinues to deteriorate.
There has rarely been a 

more thorough, extensive and 
deeply dangerously total fail-
ure of American foreign pol-
icy than the U.S. has endured 
under the Obama Administra-
tion.  What is equally as trou-
bling is that the President, in 
spite of these disastrous con-
ditions, is utterly unwilling to 
change course.

Over the past six years, 
while America substantially 
cut military spending, re-
duced key oversea commit-
ments, withdrew its tanks 
from Europe, weakened ties 
with some allies and conceded 
to Moscow’s wishes regard-
ing missile defense, Russia 
dramatically strengthened its 
armed forces, returned to cold 
war bases, sold nuclear tech-
nology to Iran, moved nuclear 
weapons to its European bor-
der, enhanced military ties 
with Latin America, invaded 
the Ukraine, engaged in joint 
war games and shared mili-
tary technology with China. 
For the fi rst time since the end 
of the Second World War, there 
will be no U.S. aircraft carri-
ers available for deployment 
in the Pacifi c near China, 
starting in January.

The Obama Administra-
tion’s pacifi st tendencies have 
been apparent for some time. 
Indeed, for over six years, the 

Obama/Clinton “Reset” policy 
with Russia has been based on 
little more than wishful think-
ing.

But why have so many 
journalists not recognized the 
growing danger?

     Paul Goble, writing for the 
Jamestown Foundation notes 
that “The Russian Federation 
uses extensive propaganda, 
outright lies, and—most im-
portantly—disinformation 
as part of the hybrid warfare 
it is waging against Ukraine 
and the West… Moscow’s mes-
sage is given undue exposure 
and lack of questioning due 
to some Western journalists’ 
misunderstanding between 
balance and true objectiv-
ity, as well as the existence of 
a large constituency whose 
jobs rely on the West main-
taining strong relations with 
Russia. In order to limit the 
spread and impact of disinfor-
mation, Western governments 
will need to recognize the dif-
ference between simple lies 
and actual disinformation, 
acquire expertise to identify 

disinformation and parse the 
truths and falsehoods within 
it, as well as develop meth-
ods to answer and counteract 
such disinformation both at 
home and abroad. The policy 
changes necessary to achieve 
this will require political will 
and some costs, but the costs 
of doing nothing may be even 
greater.”

The European Leadership 
Network (ELN) is an organi-
zation working to bring Euro-
pean nations together to deal 
with serious international 
challenges and threats to the 
safety of the continent.

Its recently released report 
on Russia is deeply troubling.  
According to its latest policy 
brief,

 “Since the Russian annex-
ation of Crimea, the intensity 
and gravity of incidents in-
volving Russian and Western 
militaries and security agen-
cies has visibly increased. 
[There have been…] almost 
40 specifi c incidents that have 
occurred over the last eight 
months. These events add up 
to a highly disturbing picture 
of violations of national air-
space, emergency scrambles, 
narrowly avoided mid-air col-
lisions, close encounters at 
sea, simulated attack runs 
and other dangerous actions 
happening on a regular basis 
over a very wide geographical 

area.
 “Apart from routine or 

near-routine encounters, 
[There have been…] 11 serious 
incidents of a more aggressive 
or unusually provocative na-
ture, bringing a higher level 
risk of escalation. These in-
clude harassment of recon-
naissance planes, close over-
fl ights over warships, and 
Russian ‘mock bombing raid’ 
missions. [There have been…] 
three high-risk incidents 
which in our view carried a 
high probability of causing 
casualties or a direct military 
confrontation: a narrowly 
avoided collision between a 
civilian airliner and Russian 
surveillance plane, abduction 
of an Estonian intelligence of-
fi cer, and a large-scale Swed-
ish ‘submarine hunt’.

Even though direct mili-
tary confrontation has been 
avoided so far, the mix of more 
aggressive Russian postur-
ing and the readiness of West-
ern forces to show resolve in-
creases the risk of unintended 
escalation and the danger of 
losing control over event, both 
in Europe with Russia and 
Asia with China.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our sponsored 
radio broadcasts, and visit our 
website at comactainc.com. 

LOOK FOR OUR UPCOMING BRONX MD
IN THE DECEMBER 19TH EDITION
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Need a Tutor?
Check out our 

Educational Services/TutorsEducation Services and 
Tutors for more options
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1 Family. Completely Renovated. 
Stainless steel appliances, garage, and deck.

$430,000.

1 Family House. On a double lot. 
4 bedrooms and 3 baths.

$490,000.

2 Family House. 
On a double lot.

$400,000.

2 Family. Income Basement
apartment and 2 car garage.

$490,000.

2 Family House.

$425,000.

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

Rosana Chirico
Licensed Real Estate Broker

com

RC House Sales Realty Corp.

THROGGS NECK AREA

$1900
3 Bedroom. $1700

$1400.
 3 Bedroom.  $1800

IN CONTRACT

We have many clients looking for apartment rentals and 
houses for sale Please call for a free market assessment

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

3602 E Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1411
Fax: 718-684-1422

1 Family House.
Completely Renovated. 

$410,000.

APARTMENTS

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL
Store Front available. 400 square feet - E Tremont Ave & 3rd Ave.

SC       PS
BOWLS&

3602 C East Tremont Ave.
Located near the Alley Cat Café.  

Available outside seating in our cozy courtyard. 
Like us on facebook. Www.Facebook.Com/scoopsandbowls

Follow us on instagram. Www.Instagram.Com/scoopsandbowls

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING
FAT FREE, NON-DIARY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

LARGE SIZE COFFEE OR TEA, HOT OR ICED FOR $1.00
REAL FRUIT SMOOTHIES FOR JUST $3.50

50¢ MINI CONE ALL YEAR LONG!

COUNTRY CLUB AREA
 1 bedroom. Includes all utilities. $800

CASTLE HILL AREA
 2 bedroom. $1300

Check Out Our Limited Edition

Holiday Specials

PELHAM BAY AREA
 Spacious 2 bedroom. $1375

Scoops Eggnog
Milkshake

Fried Oreos
and
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nior center built on Boston Road. 
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 

recalled that she was one of the peo-

Former Councilwoman Provenzano passes

Madeline Provenzano 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Michael Benedetto

From page 1
ple who helped make the golf course 
at Ferry Point Park a reality. 

“As a city council member Made-
line helped make the east Bronx a bet-
ter place, and was a champion for the 

creation of a new golf course at Ferry 
Point Park and a fi ghter for the needs 
of senior citizens and youth through-
out the community,” he said. 

“Madeline Provenzano was a 
strong women, a paragon of public ser-
vice and a role model for other elected 
offi cials, and her spirit and conviction 
will be sorely missed,” he added.

Senator Jeff Klein recalled how he 
worked with Provenzano to get things 
done in the community.  

“I’m proud that, together, we suc-
cessfully fought for everything from 
attracting a-world class golf course to 
Ferry Point Park to pooling city and 
state funding to combat graffi ti,” said 
Klein. 

“Madeline was a wonderful leader 
and friend. My thoughts and prayers 
are with her family during this 
time.”

She fi rst became active in local af-
fairs in the 1970s, as an activist for 
her Zerega community, all while rais-
ing three children as a widowed sin-
gle parent. 

Provenzano was the mother of Ma-
ria, Anthony, and Christopher, her 

daughter said, adding that her son 
Christopher passed away a year and 
half ago. She had seven grandchil-
dren and is survived by her current 
husband Nathan Simmons.

“Above all else, although she loved 
being a politician, her family always 
came fi rst.” said her daughter Ma-
ria. 

Madeline Provenzano (l) with her mentor, the late Councilman Michael DeMarco. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Michael Benedetto

Above (l-r) Long-time customer Lou Marone 
and owner Charles Maselli are more than 
pleased that Bagel Cafe will stay open. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Bagel Cafe’s lease renewed
From page 1

one who was supportive of us when 
this situation was going on. I’m also 
happy for everyone, because this 
doesn’t just benefi t me - it benefi ts 
Prestige Properties, the Bronx com-

munity as well as the neighboring 
businesses in Bay Plaza, and I be-
lieve that this is a win-win situation 
for everybody.”

Both Bagel Cafe and Prestige 
Properties also agreed that the shop 
would need to be renovated to give the 
place a newer look, a project that Ma-
selli already had intentions to start 
before the cafe’s lease was ended.

“Although there were reported 
misunderstandings between Ba-
gel Cafe and Prestige Properties, 
we have always had a good relation-
ship, and we are both happy that ev-
erything has been straightened out,” 
Maselli said.

The bagel shop’s owner admitted 
that business has been off since re-
opening since many of  his customers 
are not aware of the good news. 

Long-time customer Lou Marone 
called Bagel Cafe a ‘home away from 
home’ in a family-oriented setting, 
and was happy it was remaining 
open.

“I am both relieved and thrilled,” 
said Marone, who had been going 
there everyday for over 20 years, and 
also added that this shop is the ‘last 
of its kind.’

“At what other 24-hour shop in the 
Bronx can you purchase a coffee at 
under $2 these days?”

Now that Bagel Cafe is reopened, 
Maselli’s belief in prosperity, success 
and hard work resulting in achieve-
ment has been reinforced.

“This situation just might prove 
that the American dream still exists 
a little bit,” said Maselli.

Prestige Properties could not be 
reached for comment.
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“We wanted to make sure we controlled the 
tempo. We made sure we kept constant pressure 
on the ball handler and that helped us to control 
the game.” 
JESSIE GOVAN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Cardinal Spellman’s fi rst 

quarter struggles against 
Bishop Loughlin turned out to 
be a microcosm of their day. 

Spellman struggled in 
all facets of the game, espe-
cially on the glass and shoot-
ing. Combine that with sloppy 
ball handling and it allowed 
Loughlin to pull away and 
hand the Pilots their fi rst 
lost of the season, 66-37, in 
a CHSAA girls’ basketball 
crossover game at Christ the 
King last Sunday.  Spellman 
coach Jane Morris wasn’t 
happy with her team’s inabil-
ity to make open shot and lack 
of boxing out.  

“That’s why we lost today,” 
she said. “Loughlin put pres-
sure on the ball and we con-
tinued to dribble right into 
their press.  If you put the ball 
on the fl oor they are sending 
two [defenders] at you.” 

Spellman’s fi rst quarter 
struggles put it behind from 
the start. The Pilots struggled 
to fi nd any offensive rhythm 
in the frame as they only had 
one fi eld goal. They trailed 
12-3 going into the second 
quarter. 

Spellman fought back in 
the second quarter. Midway 
through the second, it was able 
to knot things up at 15-15 on a 
put back by Kameron Stone. 
They Pilot only went into half, 
in what could’ve been a lop-
sided game, down just 29-22 
thanks to basket that beat the 
buzzer by Nicole Hill. 

Loughlin (3-0) took what-
ever momentum Spellman 
built away in the third quar-
ter. The Lions dominated the 
frame, outscoring the Pilots 
20-9 in the quarter thanks to 
an 18-3 run. The Loins took a 
49-31 advantage in the fourth 
quarter.  Jade Vega and Nia-
jah Morgan each had eight 
points. Milicia Reid paced 
Loughlin with 16 points and 
freshman post Zaria Dursey 

had 13. Spellman (3-1) knows 
it didn’t play its best. 

“As a team we didn’t pass 
well or shoot well,” Spellman 
guard Jade Vega said. “We 
have to use this as a learning 
experience and improve from 
it.  As the point guard I have to 
set up my teammates and put 

them in a position to score.” 
The Lions’ pressure de-

fense continued to force the 
Pilots to make quick decisions 
and they maintained their su-
periority on the glass. Spell-
man does start fi ve seniors, 
but they are a relatively inex-
perienced team. Their bench 

is compiled with players who 
are either young or didn’t see 
much action last season. 

“I start fi ve seniors, and 
two of them haven’t played a 
lot,” Morris said. “We’ve been 
playing alright so far. We beat 
ourselves today, but we will 
get there soon.”

SPELLMAN HANDED 
THEIR FIRST LOSS 

Jade Vega drives the ball into the paint looking to score for Spellman. Photo by Gina Palermo

The Jets played pretty 
well except for the opening 
play- which was a pick 6. The 
Jets had 410 total yard and 
the Vikings had 411. They 
each had 3 sacks and 1 INT. 
NY passed for 242 and ran for 
168. This is all well and good 
but the result was the same- 
an L.

Giants (4-9) 36   

Tenn (2-11) 7 

NY was supposed to domi-
nate and they did with 402 to-
tal yards to 226, 2 INT, and 8 
sacks. They gained 260 pass-
ing and 142 rushing. They 
had a few examples of poor 
self-discipline and Eli threw 
to a Titan once.

Unappealing

I’m sure that you’ve seen 
the stories saying that Ray 
Rice won his appeal against 
the NFL. However th passed 
forey can’t say he was inno-
cent. The win was a result of 
a technicality not a majority 
of evidence. He still punched 
a woman and knocked her 
unconscious. That sounds 
like felony assault, to me, 
and he should spend time be-
hind bars.

Quite A Rout

Dan Daly wrote about the 
Washington loss. “On Dec. 
8, 1940, the Chicago Bears 
barreled into Washington’s 
Griffi th Stadium and beat 
the Redskins 73-0 in the NFL 
championship game — 

WEEK 14  
 Minn (6-7)  30    
Jets (2-11)  24

Continued on Page 79
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The optimism and excitement 

around the St. Raymond boys’ basket-
ball is certainly at a high, but it is the 
Ravens themselves who are making 
sure they don’t buy too much into the 
hype just yet. 

“We may be young, but we are just 
as talented as the other teams,” senior 
wing Rich Ross said. “We just have to 
come out and prove it everyday.”

The Ravens’ roster features just 
two seniors, who are the role models 
for a group that is expected to bring 
success both this year and beyond. 
Sophomore Sidney Wilson, a 6-foot-5, 
super athletic, forward, leads the 
squad’s up and coming stars. He has 
plenty of Division I interest and al-
ready has scholarship offers from 
Minnesota, St. John’s, Providence 
and South Florida. Wilson is can con-
trol a game with his scoring and use 
his length to impact play on the defen-
sive end. 

St. Raymond coach Jorge Lopez 
believes sophomore point guard Isa-
iah Washington, who has offers from 
Minnesota and Providence, has the 
skills to be the best player at his posi-
tion in the city. Wilson, a JV call up, 
has a pass fi rst mentality. It is some-
thing the Ravens haven’t had at the 
point guard spot in recent years. 

The two have stayed pretty 

grounded despite the high expecta-
tions around them. 

“We don’t really pay attention to 
it,” Wilson said. “We hear everybody 

talking, but we try to focus on school 
and basketball.”

Ross is the squad’s best shooter and 
can easily be their leading scorer on 

any night. Cahiem Brown, a 6-foot-3 
shooting guard has a chance to have 
a breakout season because of his im-
proved strength and jump shot. 

“He might be the X-Factor for us,” 
Lopez said. 

Bryan Adams, the teams’ best de-
fender, and Lydell Geffrard will both 
see time in the center spot. Freshman 
combo guard Omar Silverio and back 
up point guard Malik Mooving both 
impressed early on. They complete a 
St. Raymond lineup that has depth, 
speed and plenty of length. It gives 
this group of Ravens a chance to shine 
this year and beyond after playing be-
hind the graduated, Tory Ferguson, 
Luis Santos and Kayvon Williams. 

“We have the new names,” Brown 
said. “We got the young talent, so I 
think we can step up to the challenge 
and succeed.”

Lopez made sure to get them as 
much time together as possible. They 
played at IS8 and the Playaz basket-
ball league in New Jersey during the 
offseason against some of the area’s 
best teams. Now they have to do it 
against the likes of Christ the King, 
Cardinal Hayes, Iona Prep and the 
rest of the CHSAA.

“I think we do have a special group, 
people just think we are young,” Wil-
son said. This is going to be a fun and 
exciting year for us.”

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Wings Academy will not be sat-

isfi ed with anything less than a 
championship this season. 

“We have all the pieces in place 
to win the city title,” Georgetown-
bound center 

Jessie Govan said.
The time is now for coach Billy 

Turnage and his team. They want 
a title more than ever, especially 
after the way last season ended. 
Wings won PSAL Bronx borough 
championship and went into the 
city playoffs as the second seed. 
Brooklyn Collegiate cut Wings’ 
post season run short in the quar-
terfi nals. This Wings squad has a 
roster fi lled with talented upper-
classman, who want to erase that 
from their memories.

“The experience factor helps 
us tremendously,” Turnage said. 
“These guys play together all 
spring, summer, and fall. We have 
talented players that can play mul-
tiple positions on the court and 
that makes us hard to defend.” 

Wings is again led by 6-foot-10 
center Govan and Hofstra-com-

mit Desure Buie, one of the city’s 
top point guards. Last season Go-
van averaged 21 points and 13 re-
bounds, while Buie averaged 16 
points and 10 assists a contest. 
While Buie and Govan are getting 
all the attention, Turnage says 
that senior guard Randy Corporan 
is under recruited and will show 
he deserves some attention too. 

“Randy Corporan brings so 
much to the table as a four-year 
varsity player and a ball handler,” 
Turnage said. ”He’s got a ton of 
heart, experience and intensity. 
He is the guy that has the ability 
to pick the guys up when they are 
down. 

Wings got their second win of 
the season on the road at Wash-
ington Heights Expeditionary 
Learning School (WHEELS) with 
a dominant, 86-64, performance 
last Friday night. Turnage, who 
is looking to make his fi rst trip 
the fi nals as coach, knows his club 
is still capable of playing a more 
complete game. 

“I was pleased with our inten-
sity,” he said. “But we struggled at 

times with our defensive rotation. 
But it’s only our second game.”

The Wings defense and its full 
court press were still a factor as 
WHEELS, who was moved up from 
the PSAL ‘A’ division this season, 
seemed to be outmatched dealing 
with it. 

“We wanted to make sure we 
controlled the tempo,” Govan 
said. “We made sure we kept con-
stant pressure on the ball handler 
and that helped us to control the 
game.” 

Wings also pushed the tempo 
on the offensive side of things as 
its guards raced down the court 
and in the paint WHEELS had no 
answer for Govan’s size. Wings 
led from start to fi nish. It went 
into halftime leading 44-23. Buie 
scored 17 of his 23 points at the 
break. Govan netted 18 of his 26 
points after halftime, including 
a thunderous dunk that bent the 
rim slightly. Sophomore guard 
Boubacar Komissoko added eight 
points. WHEELS leading scorer 
was senior Emile Lewis with 21 
points.

Wings’ seniors playing for 
championship send off 

St. Barnabas High School will hold The 
2nd Annual Kalie Gill Memorial Basketball 
Tournament on Thursday, December 11th at 
4:30 p.m. & Friday, December 12 at 4:30 p.m. in 
the school gymnasium. The tournament will 
feature teams from the Academy of Mt. St. Ur-
sula, St. Raymond Academy, Cristo Rey High 
School and St. Barnabas High School.  

The Kalie Gill Memorial Basketball Tour-
nament is held in memory of the St. Barnabas 
High School sophomore, Kalie Gill, that was 
tragically killed in the Woodlawn section of 
the Bronx on October 11, 2013 during an an-
nual Oktoberfest and fundraiser at Coyne 
Park. The tournament was well attended last 
year and everyone is looking forward to an-
other successful event. Tickets are $5.00 for 
adults and $2 for students. All tickets sales 
and donor information can be found at the 
St. Barnabas High School website: www.st-
barnabashigh.com. 

All of the proceeds will be awarded to a 
student as a scholarship in Kalie’s honor.  

Second Annual 
Kalie Gill Memorial 

Basketball Tournament 
to be Held in December 

Rich Ross (l. to r.), Cahiem Brown and Sidney Wilson lead an inexperienced, but talented St. 
Raymond boys’ basketball team. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Taking fl ight: Young Ravens brimming with potential 
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BY CAL ROMANO 
EDITED BY

 COMM MEDIA CLASS
Head Coach John Miressi ’80 is 

locked and loaded with offensive 
weapons, ready to lead Salesian 
varsity basketball into the 2014-15 
season. 

Following an 8-2 record in the 
CHSAA “B” Division last year, ex-
pectations are high for the Eagles, 
who are led by senior guard Kevin 
Silverberg and junior guard Alex 
Romans. 

The team’s offense runs through 
the guards featuring a style of at-
tack that is entirely unique to tradi-
tional high school basketball. 

“This offense is perfect for us 
because we have four of the fast-
est, if not the fastest guards in the 
league,” said Miressi.

“We will be shooting twice as of-
ten as the opposing team. In prac-
tice we use a 12 second shot-clock to 
emphasize that the ball must be out 
of our hands as soon as possible.”

This style of play is a hybrid of 
a the “Run-and-Gun” offense and 
is designed to compensate for the 
team’s lack of size. It stands clear of 
the normally slower paced, big-men 

oriented offense high school basket-

ball isknown for, as Salesian does 
not have the luxury of a player over 
6’1”.

The “big-men” on Salesian’s 
team do keep up withthe fast-paced 
offense, as senior starting center 
Stephen Hooks is known for his ath-
leticism and speed. 

The offense brings such an ab-
normally fast-paced style that ac-
cording to Miressi, the offense 
could, “Revolutionize high school 
basketball with the amount of shots 
it creates.”

The new style of offense was put 
to the test Monday, November 17, as 
Salesian scrimmaged Mount St. Mi-
chael’s Academy. 

In a pre-season match-up in 
which the score is reset after every 
quarter, Silverberg went off for 43 
points in only four of the five quar-
ters played. Junior guards Xavier 
Tellez and senior guard Anthony 
Allwood benefited from the new of-
fense by scoring in the double digits 
and having several fast-break op-
portunities. 

This is a promising sign for the 
Eagles’ coaching staff. 

According to Miressi, the Eagles 
objective this season is to “score a 

lot of points…and to play towards 

the strengths of our guards.”
Salesian also showcased their 

ability to compete against teams 
of all divisions within the CHSAA 
by sticking with “AA” division foe 
Archbishop Stepinac, losing 75-70 
on Saturday Nov. 29.  

Salesian reasserted their rel-
evance in the CHSAA by defeat-
ing “A” division opponent Cardinal 
Spellman 49-48 on Friday, Decem-
ber 5.

In front of approximately 500 
spectators, the Eagles came back 
from a 9-point deficit late in the 
second quarter to shock the Pilots. 
Silverberg once again provided an 
abundance of the points, finishing 
with 27. 

Miressi, who is rejuvenated af-
ter the great start to the pre-season, 
wants the support of the student 
body, teachers and administra-
tion as the team prepares itself for 
league play. 

“Come by and watch, we’re going 
to play really good basketball, and 
we need you to get involved. School 
spirit is something that will never 
leave you,” said Miressi. 

The Eagles basketball schedule 
can be found on www.salesianhigh.

org..

Eagles ready for take off

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

the biggest smack down 
in league history.

Bears end Ken Ka-
vanaugh: “I bought 26 tick-
ets for friends of mine from 
Arkansas, Louisiana and 
around Chicago, and I think 
three of ‘em were picked up. 
So when we get to Washing-
ton, I’ve got 23 tickets at $4 a 
head in my pocket. Our bus 
arrives at the stadium, and I 
go out in front and start sell-
ing the tickets. It takes me 
about a half-hour or so, but I 
fi nally get rid of them.

“Later I’m in the locker 
room getting dressed, and 
[Coach George] Halas says, 
‘Where the hell have you 
been, eating another sand-
wich?’ He used to get on me 
because I’d eat a sandwich 
before games. We didn’t have 
any pregame meal or any-
thing, you see. We just went 
out and played. Anyway, I 
said, ‘George, I had 23 tick-
ets to sell at $4 apiece, and I 
don’t know if we’re going to 
make that much playing this 
game, so I was out front sell-
ing ‘em. Are we ready to go 
out [for warmups]?’ And he 

says, ‘In about 10 minutes.’ 
And I said, ‘Well, that’s all I 
need.’

Note: Kavanaugh needn’t 
have worried. The winning 
Bears each received $873.99, 
which would have more than 
covered the cost of the 23 
tickets he got stuck with.”

Perry Patter

This is from Dwight Perry 
(Seattle Times), “Stat of the 
Week:

“Washington State foot-
ball coach Mike Leach — 
12-25 with the Cougars — 
would need to go 54-2 over the 
next fi ve seasons to match 
the 66-27 mark that got Bo 
Pelini fi red at Nebraska.

Only in soccer: 
“Seattle’s Sounders FC 

ties 0-0 in its fi nal fi rst-round 
MLS playoff game and ad-
vances. Then it wins its fi nal 
second-round playoff game 
2-1 and gets eliminated.

Deep-Sixered
“Sunday marked the 

midseason fi nale for AMC’s 
“Walking Dead,” but at least 
some good came of it.

The 0-17 Philadelphia 
76ers got the hint and actu-
ally won a game.”

Goodell, Rozelle 

And Justice

Dan Daly wrote, “Part of 
Roger Goodell’s image prob-
lem is that he’s always be-
ing compared to The Ghost 
of Pete Rozelle. But even 
Rozelle, I’ll just point out, 
was known to overstep his 
bounds in the dispensing of 
discipline. One time was in 
1974, his 15th year on the job. 
A federal appeals panel ruled 
he couldn’t just impose a $200 
fi ne on players — 106 in all — 
who had left the bench dur-
ing a fi ght. It was something 
that had to be collectively 
bargained. The players asso-
ciation had brought the suit, 
which was initially rejected 
by the National Labor Rela-
tions Board.

“Judge Gerald W. Heaney, 
writing for the judges, said if 
Rozelle was the agent for bot 
h the owners and the players 
‘and promulgated the rule 
as their agent,’ United Press 
International reported, 
‘one must assume a serious 
breach of ethics by the com-
missioner if he talked to only 
one of his principals. And no 
one suggests that the com-

missioner is an unethical 
man.’”

Ergo, Tefl on Pete did it 
unilaterally, at the behest of 
the owners.

John Beliveau, RIP

Montreal Canadiens leg-
end John Beliveau passed 
away at the age of 83. His 
name appears etched on the 
Stanley Cup as a winner 17 
times. He was a true gentle-
man who I hated to see on the 
ice playing against the Rang-
ers. I should clarify that and 
say that I hated that he didn’t 
play FOR the Rangers.

Andrew Miller- 

Free Agent

6-7, 210 lbs. (L) 30 years 
old, 9 yrs. MLB, while pitch-
ing for BOS 4 yrs. he K’d. 218 
in 178 innings.
A Fastball By Any Other 

Name Is Just As Quick 

I’ve heard a fastball called 
a heater, the heat, high 
cheese, a ball with mustard 
on it, or even the Ace. How-
ever the ones that I thought 
were the most clever or de-
scriptive were; the Radio 
ball- you can’t see it but you 
can hear it and the Linda 
Ronstadt ball- it Blue Bayou.

Veterans 

Committee Hope

Bruce Jenkins (SF Chron-
icle) had this hope, “Here’s 
a silent vote for Gil Hodges, 
Maury Wills, Luis Tiant, 
Minnie Minoso and Dick Al-
len as the Hall of Fame Vet-
erans Committee makes 
its Monday announcement 
about Golden Era (1947-72) 
candidates bypassed during 
their years of eligibility. Not 
that there’s much room for 
optimism. The last time this 
era was considered, in 2011, 
only Ron Santo got in.”

I remember back in the 
day when Ritchie Allen (he 
hadn’t become Dick Allen 
yet) was playing 1B for the 
ChiSox and was warming up 
the infi eld between innings. 
The late Ron Luciano was 
umping at 1B and throwing 
pebbles at Allen’s back as he 
was about to catch the throw. 
After several unsuccessful 
requests to stop the pebble 
tosses, Allen let a throw go 
through and it hit the ump in 
the chest. After hearing an 
OOF Allen turned, smiling. 
Luciano laughingly said, 
“OK, you got me.”  

Pipe Dreams: Perry Patter; Goodell, Rozelle And Justice
from Page 77
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