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Revere Avenue project 
considered a ‘fl uke’

Albanian Independence

ANALYSIS SAY THIN 
HOUSE IS ‘SPECIAL’

Bagel Cafe’s 
lease not 
extended

Valona Gjeka and Almeida Ceka were dressed to perform a traditional 
dance at the Albanian Independence Day celebration hosted by Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj on Sunday, November 30 at Maestro’s Caterers. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Something smells on Revere 

Avenue, and it seems to be a 
fl uke.

According to a highly technical 
analysis of information provided 
to Councilman James Vacca’s of-
fi ce and the Bronx Times by the 
NYC Department of Buildings, the 
‘thin house’ at 848 Revere Avenue 
in Throggs Neck actually appears 
to comply with an obscure sec-
tion of the New York City Zoning 
Resolution that allows two-family 
homes to be built on lots smaller 

in width than is normally permit-
ted under the current zoning.

Because the undersized lot in 
question, which is in a Lower Den-
sity Growth Management Area, 
and the adjoining properties, 
were not owned by the same indi-
viduals on December 8, 2005, the 
date the rezoning went into effect, 
it falls into a special category. 

Section 23-33 of the citywide 
zoning resolution permits the 
construction of a two-family resi-
dence in an R3A zone when a lot 

Continued on Page 4

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A bagel shop in Bay Plaza 

Shopping Center, the last re-
maining ‘mom and pop’ oper-
ated store in the mall, has closed 
its doors for the last time.

Bagel Cafe, a 24-hour bagel 
shop which was located at 2214 
Bartow Avenue, has closed after 
25 years of business.

The beginning of the end for 
Bagel Cafe came when their lease 
expired and was not renewed by 
Prestige Properties in March. 

Since the spring Bagel Cafe 
continued to operate at the loca-
tion on a month-to-month basis, 
at a higher rent that was eventu-
ally rolled back in court. Efforts 
to renew the shop’s lease did not 
succeed. 

In November, Bagel Cafe re-
ceived the news it was dreading 
- that it would have to relocate 
outside the mall by  Sunday, No-
vember 30.

Bagel Cafe owner Charles 
Maselli believes that Prestige 
Properties’ treated the longtime 
tenant poorly, with very little ad-
vance warning.

“It’s unfortunate that the 
Bronx not only loses a small 
business, but a thriving busi-
ness landmark, in a country 
where small businesses are rap-
idly disappearing,” said Maselli, 
who grew up in the Bronx and 
remembers the many stores in 
Co-op City that have come and 
gone.. 

“However, we’ve had a great 
run, and I thank all the custom-
ers who supported me over the 
years, as well as everybody who 
signed petitions in support of the 
Bagel Cafe staying in business - 
it’s touching how people have re-
acted.”

In response to the prospect 
that Bagel Cafe was closing, 

Continued on Page 4

Country Club sewer 
change approved 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It now seems that a stalled 

sewer project in Country Club 
should be under way again after 
the start of the new year. 

Reconstruction of the sewer 
was halted unexpectedly when 
the contractor discovered a very 
large boulder under Waterbury 
Avenue that was unexpected and 
needed a ‘change order’ from the 
city to pay for digging equipment 
that was not part of the original 

contract.  
A spokesman for the Depart-

ment of Design and Construc-
tion, which is overseeing the re-
construction of several blocks 
of Country Club’s sewers, stated 
that a requested change order has 
now been approved and that work 
should resume in early 2015. 

“I spoke with Kenneth Kearns 
at Community Board 10, who 
stated that the funds have been 

Continued on Page 11
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A light has gone out in the Pelham Bay 

community. 
Civita ‘Anita’ Valenti, president of the 

Pelham Bay Taxpayers and Community 
Association, who helped revitalize the or-
ganization in recent years, passed away 
at the age of 85 on Wednesday, November 
26. 

The cause was pancreatic cancer, her 

son Richard said. 
Valenti was active in working with 

youth in St. Theresa Church’s Catholic 
Youth Organization (CYO) in the 1960s, 
and a vice-president and founding mem-
ber of the Pelham Bay Taxpayers and 
Community Association in the same time 

Anita Valenti Photo courtesy of Valenti family

Anita Valenti passes away
period.

 After a hiatus from the organization, 
she returned in 2007 to revitalize the 
civic group after the passing of its long-
time president Michael Crescenzo, and a 
period during which it was dormant. 

“She was just a good person who cared 
about the Pelham Bay neighborhood,” 
said Councilman James Vacca, adding, 
referencing Valenti’s short height, “she 
was tiny in her size but big in her outlook 
and always wanting to do so much.”

He remembered that she was not 
afraid to pick up the phone if something 
was wrong in the community, and that 
she cared.

The councilman said that with the 
passing of Valenti, the Pelham Bay com-
munity needs to pull together and make 
sure that they have a civic organization 
to serve as the eyes and ears of the com-
munity and to assist elected officials like 
himself.

After 40 years in civic life, what drew 
Valenti back into the fray in 2007 was a 
change in the direction of St. Paul Ave-
nue between Pelham Parkway South and 
East 196th Street that she felt was both 
unjust and not policy-wise in terms of 
traffic management. 

After what turned out to be a five year 
battle, the street’s traffic flow reverted 
to the direction it had been before the 

change. 
“She did what she set out to do,” her 

son said. “She got the direction of St. Paul 
Avenue fixed  - back to its original direc-
tion.”

She had three children: Richard, 
Karen, and Joseph. She was the grand-
mother of six. 

She met her husband Richard at the 
Startdust Ballroom on the Grand Con-
course, her son said. They were married 
on September 6, 1951. 

Valenti moved to Pelham Bay in 1942 
after living around Morris and later 
Ropes avenues, and attended P.S. 71, said 
her son, as well as Christopher Columbus 
High School. 

She received awards from Congress-
man Joseph Crowley, Senator Jeff Klein, 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, and 
was honored at a 45th Precinct Commu-
nity Council Breakfast recently.

PBTCA treasurer Joseph Oddo said 
that in stories she recalled that when she 
moved to Pelham Bay, it was less like the 
city and more like the country. 

A story that she told many people, said 
Oddo, was of being a teenager during 
World War II and waiting with friends 
for convoys of troops to drive along the 
Hutchinson River Parkway, which saw 
very little traffic because of gas ration-
ing during the war. 

Anita Valenti represented 
the fi ghting spirit and 

vibrancy of the Pelham Bay 
community. While short in 
stature, she had a large 
heart and great warmth.

Senator Jeff Klein 

She and her friends would speak to the 
troops before they were deployed to fight 
overseas, and Oddo said that the experi-
ence left her with a special fondness for 
veterans. 

He said that she told him on occasions 
that anything the community could do to 
help veterans would be appreciated. 

Klein said that he was deeply saddened 
by the loss of Valenti.

“Anita Valenti represented the fight-
ing spirit and vibrancy of the Pelham 
Bay community,” said the senator, adding 
“while short in stature, she had a large 
heart and great warmth.” 
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WORK TOWARD YOUR DEGREE - ON YOUR TERMS
��RANKED AS ONE OF 
    THE TOP 100 FOUR-YEAR 
    COLLEGES FOR HISPANICS 
    BY HISPANIC OUTLOOK IN 
    HIGHER EDUCATION

� AFFORDABLE - ONE OF THE 
    LOWEST PRIVATE TUITIONS 
    IN THE COUNTRY

� OVER 90 DEGREE AND
    CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS 

��A QUALITY, PRIVATE 
    EDUCATION 

��PERSONAL ATTENTION

��EXECUTIVE FACULTY WITH 
    REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE

��ACTIVE-LEARNING MODEL

��NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
    WITH LEADERS OF TOP 
    COMPANIES

� FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING -
    DAYS, NIGHTS, WEEKENDS, 
    ONLINE
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“that has less than mini-
mum lot area, or lot width,” 
meets the zoning’s density 
requirements. This section 
is called ‘Special Provisions 
for Existing Small Lots’.

Thus the waif-like house, 
only a mere 14-feet wide, on 
a 22-foot wide lot, should be 
legal if it complies with all 
other regulations. 

A Stop Work Order im-
posed for months was lifted 
in November, and construc-
tion resumed after an ex-
haustive review of the plans 
and ownership records by 
the DOB. This included a 
review by a senior plan ex-
aminer, sources said. 

“The Stop Work Order on 
this property was rescinded 
after the applicant amended 
its plans to demonstrate 
compliance with all neces-
sary building codes and 
zoning regulations,” stated 
a DOB spokesman. 

Councilman Vacca, 
who fought for the 2003 re-
duction in density of new 
construction when he was 
district manager of Com-
munity Board 10, labeled 

the Revere Avenue situa-
tion  a “fl uke.” 

The apparent loophole 
should not affect the down-
zoning put in place in the 
last decade to halt overde-
velopment, the councilman 
asserted. 

“People should under-
stand that by no means does 
this mean that the downzo-
ning is no longer in effect,” 
Vacca said. “This is a rare 
exception.”

Vacca cautioned that he 
is still monitoring the situ-
ation, saying that a permit 
for construction of a garage 
at the site had yet to be ap-
proved according to the 
DOB searchable database. 

He added he does not 
believe that the house is in 
context with the others on 
the block. 

CB 10 district manager 
Kenneth Kearns sought to 
clarify a previous report in 
the Bronx Times that said 
that the board had reviewed 
the project with others. 

The board reviewed the 
project after the Stop Work 
Order was issued, he said, 
but separately. He added 

that the councilman, the 
community board, and the 
community all supported a 
DOB review of the plans.  

John Marano, CB 10 fi rst 
vice-chairman, said he will 
ask the board to look into 
the present zoning regula-
tions, and if they fi nd any 
other loopholes, they will 
open conversations with 
Councilman Vacca about 
closing them. 

“The builders and ar-
chitects fi nd the loopholes 
so they can build what 
they want,” said Marano. 
“Our job is to look into 
these loopholes and cor-
rect them, so it cannot hap-
pen again.” 

Normally, in R3A zones, 
the lot width has to be at 
least 25 feet, and the lot area 
needs to be no less than 
2,375 square feet. There is 
also a requirement, nor-
mally, that the rear yard be 
a minimum of 30 feet to the 
rear property line. 

Vacca said that he is 
also monitoring several 
other potential future de-
velopment sites in his dis-
trict, and is being vigilant 

as the economy improves 
and more construction will 
likely be started. 

He stressed that the 

changes he fought for when 
he was CB 10 district man-
ager reduce the density of 
future developments, but 

do not stop construction, 
remarking that even Presi-
dent Obama could not stop 
development.  

over 3,000 petitions were 
signed by individuals sad-
dened by the news, includ-
ing Senator Jeff Klein, 
Councilman James Vacca, 
Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, Senator Ruth 
Hassell-Thompson, Coun-
cilman Ritchie Torres and 
Congressman Eliot Engel.

“I’m not blowing this 
out of proportion - people 
are very upset about this,” 
said Maselli. “This isn’t 
how an establishment is 
supposed to be treated af-
ter 25 years.”

Prestige Properties 
has stood by its actions, 

however, claiming that 
Maselli’s shop had “failed 
to meet the highest stan-
dards consistent with a 
fi rst class shopping expe-
rience” after requesting 

that he modernize and up-
grade his shop, a request 
that Prestige Properties 
believes Maselli did not 
comply with.

Still, many of the Bagel 
Cafe faithful are sad to see 
it go. Longtime customer 
and Co-op City resident 
Julie Forman said he is go-
ing to miss his routines of 
going to Bagel Cafe before 
and after work, and more 
importantly, being treated 
like a friend instead of a 
customer.

“I’ve been going to this 
shop for as long as I can re-
member, and there has al-
ways been a sense of com-
fort and family here,” said 
Forman, who doesn’t know 
if he’ll ever fi nd another 
bagel shop to replace it.

Another longtime cus-

tomer, Dr. Alexander 
Gray, believes that there 
was no reason for the Ba-
gel Cafe to be forced to 
leave.

“I always brought my 
wife and kids here - we al-
ways saw this as more of a 
family environment than 
a business,” said Gray. 

“It’s always important 
for people to go to a place 
where they feel welcomed 
- where they don’t feel like 
just another customer or 
a dollar sign. Bagel Cafe 
was that place, along with 
24-hour service. Where 
else can you get that?” he 
said.

Owner Charles Maselli just before closing Bagel Cafe after 25 years 
on Sunday, November 30. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Bagel Cafe’s lease not extended
From Page 1

This isn’t how an 
establishment is 

supposed to be treated 
after 25 years.

Charles Maselli

‘Thin house’ on Revere Avenue is in compliance with zoning regs

The rear of the house as seen from East Tremont Avenue.

From Page 1
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CAPTAIN SERIES
CELEBRATING DEREK JETER

A trio of special edition Movado watches designed to celebrate 
the extraordinary baseball career of NY Yankee Captain Derek Jeter. 

Since 1981   

Caputo
JEWELERS
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Bronx attorney Matt 

McMahon has written a 
legal thriller inspired by 
the current political cli-
mate.

McMahon recently pub-
lished his fi rst novel, titled 
‘The Blue Folio’, which 
draws on his knowledge 
as a trial lawyer to cre-
ate intriguing courtroom 
drama. 

McMahon, who grew 
up in the Bronx, is a part-
ner with accident law fi rm 
of McMahon & McCarthy, 
which has offi ces in Wood-
lawn and Westchester 
Square.

The book, is set in the 
near future, and tells 
the story about how the 
American people call for a 
second constitutional con-
vention in 2037, the 250th 
anniversary of the fi rst 
convention. 

The goal of the new con-
stitution is to return the 
government from the grips 
of corporate interests back 
to the hands of the Ameri-

can people.
But 22 years later, in 

2059, the government is 
under strain as the presi-
dent is put on trial for high 
treason under the laws of 
the rewritten constitution, 
and is facing the death 
penalty.

The political thriller 

follows the story of a mor-
ally ambiguous attorney 
to the president, Bill Wa-
verly, as he navigates the 
situation, where corpo-
rate interests have shifted 
from the forefront of gov-
ernment into the shad-
ows.

“It’s courtroom drama 
at the highest stakes,” 
McMahon said about the 
book, which takes you in-
side a trial lawyer’s head.

And although the book 
explores tricky political 
and legal issues, McMa-
hon said it’s an easy read.

“It’s written to be very 
understandable and enter-
taining,” he said.

The idea for the book 
came to McMahon 10 or 12 
years ago, when he noticed 
that the political climate 
had become much more 
polarized.

“It became almost im-
possible talk to about poli-
tics,” he said. “People get 
so angry and make it so 
personal.”

He started thinking 

hard about how the politi-
cal situation—with historic 
disapproval rates—had de-
veloped, and how it could 
change. It couldn’t be altered 
by ordinary political means, 
he said, since politicians are 
benefi ting from the status 
quo. He became interested 
in the idea of a second con-
stitutional convention.  

And although politics are 
at the core of the book,  Mc-
Mahon said the story is not 
geared toward either politi-
cal party.

“It’s very apolitical in the 
sense it doesn’t take a liberal 
or conservative standpoint,” 
he said.

McMahon said he feels 
the book would appeal to 
a wide audience, although 
fans of authors like Dan 
Brown might be particularly 
interested.

“It’s a gripping thriller,” 
he said.

‘The Blue Folio was re-
cently released by indepen-
dent publisher Black Os-
trich Press, and is available 
at BarnesandNoble.com or 

Bronx attorney writes legal thriller

The Blue Folio, a recently pub-
lished political thriller. 
 Courtesy of Matthew McMahon

Matthew McMahon, lawyer and author of recently published policti-
cal thriller The Blue Folio. Photo courtesy of Matthew McMahon

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Community Board 6 has 

thrown its support behind a new 
hi-rise building currently in the 
works for Tremont.

The partially-built 8-story 
apartment building, located on 
1802 Crotona Avenue, between 
East 175th Street and Crotona 
Park North, was started over a 
year ago by the Stagg Group, but 
only recently sought community 
support.

According to CB 6, on 
Wednesday, November 12, an 
overwhelming number of board 
members that were present 
voted to support the developer’s 
plans. 

Representatives from Stagg 
Group had met earlier with the 
Housing and Land Use Commit-
tee regarding a letter of support 
for an ‘as of right’ residential 
project, meaning that the de-
velopment does not require any 
discretionary action by the City 
Planning Commission or Board 
of Standards and Appeals as 
long as it complies with all ap-
plicable zoning regulations, ac-
cording to nyc.gov.

The 10,000 square foot build-
ing lot will feature 55 rental 

8-story hi-rise under construction on Crotona Ave.
units, including two studio, 41 
one-bedroom and 12 two-bed-
room apartments.

Twenty percent of the units 
will set aside for affordable hous-
ing, with the remaining 80% of 
the units rented at market rate.

According to Stagg Group, 
this housing project is an impor-
tant step towards the continued 
development of the entire bor-
ough.

“As we’ve done with our 
other properties throughout the 
Bronx, we are transforming a 
vacant lot into beautiful homes 
for working families in the 
Crotona Park area,” said Mark 
Stagg, CEO of Stagg Group.

“When we build in a neigh-
borhood, we are not only in-
vesting in our property, we are 
investing in the surrounding 
area - strengthening the com-
munity, providing housing and 
jobs. This is a long-term commit-
ment,” Stagg added.

(Right) A rendering of the 8-story 
apartment building residence at 1802 
Crotona Avenue.  
 Photo courtesy of Stagg Group
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“
For you or a loved one:

LET’S TALK 
ABOUT LIVING WITH
RELAPSING MS

“

Join us for an MS LIVING EVENT. 
Hear from MS experts and others who are living with 
MS. Plus, get some answers about dealing with MS
and information on an oral treatment.
When:
Tuesday, December 9, 2014
6:30PM Eastern

Where:
Frankie And Johnnie’s Pine Tavern Restaurant
1913 Bronxdale Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461

Expert Speakers
Jai Perumal, MD
Director, Nyack Hospital MS Center
Weill Cornell MS Center, New Rochelle, NY

A MEAL WILL BE PROVIDED. FREE PARKING

Call 1-866-703-6293 to reserve your space.
or register at MSlivingevents.com

             EVENT ID: TR277888                                       US.MS.MSX.14.03.014
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A vacant lot in Univer-

sity Heights won’t be va-
cant much longer.

A 160,000 square foot 
waterfront parcel, located 
on 320 W. Fordham Road, 
is currently being shopped 
to potential bidders and de-
velopers according to a list-
ing by realty fi rm Massey 
Knakal.

Offered at $30 million, 
the site, also known to 
some as ‘Fordham Land-
ing’, offers a developer over 
500,000 square feet for resi-
dential development and al-
most 1,000,000 square feet 
for community use.

Current renderings in 
the works depict a fi ve-
building residential com-
plex harboring the Har-
lem River, even though 
this has been deemed ‘just 
an option’ as nothing has 
been offi cially decided yet 
concerning the vacant lot 
site, according to Massey 
Knakal.

Eventhough the site car-
ries a hefty asking price it 
is only one-tenth the price 
of a similar site in Manhat-
tan and one-fi fth the price 
of a vacant site in Broohlyn 
or Queens, the broker 
claims.

“It’s a straight up bar-
gain,” said Karl Brumback, 
vice president of Massey 
Knakal, who stated that the 
price, proximity and scale 
are all at a premium.

In the 1980s, during the 
Ed Koch-era, the site was 
rezoned R-7 for hi-rise resi-
dential development. How-

ever, the lot has remained 
mostly vacant since then, 
only used occasionally for 
truck storage. 

Though the site is some-
what isolated, its only a 
stone’s throw away from the 
Harlem River and just off 
the Major Deegan Express-
way, is adjacent to Metro 
North’s University Heights 
station and is only minutes 
from Manhattan via the 
IRT 1 train, just across the 
University Heights Bridge.

“We hope that this proj-
ect generates more overall 
awareness about what this 
site, along with the north 
Bronx has to offer to the 
rest of the borough,” said 
l Brumback. “With the be-
lief that the Bronx is on the 
rise, we hope that the devel-
oper will contribute to the 
borough’s move upward.”

Massey Knakal handled 
the sale of the Capri-Whit-
estone Motel, near Ferry 
Point Park, to the city for 
use as a homeless shelter.

Vacant lot holds 
potential for hi-rises

We hope that this 
project generates more 
overall awareness about 
what this site, along with 
the north Bronx, has to 
offer to the rest of the 

borough.
Karl Brumback

This rendering of a fi ve-building residential complex is just one of the proposed ideas for the vacant 
property at 320 W. Fordham Road. Photo courtesy of Greenberg Farrow



BY ROBERT WIRSING
One professional boxer 

from the Bronx has already 
scored a ‘knockout’ win 
with fans and now hopes 
to achieve the same in an 
upcoming televised world 
championship event.     

Steve ‘The Hitman’ Mar-
tinez, 24, holds a record 
which consists of 15 wins 
and one loss and a total of 
12 knockouts. 

On Friday, December 
12, he will fi ght the unde-
feated Chris Pearson, who 
possesses 11 wins and nine 
knockouts, on the under-
card of Erislandy Lara vs. 
Ishe Smith broadcast live 
on Showtime in San Anto-
nio, Texas. He will be going 
up against Pearson to earn 
the title of world champion 
in the middleweight divi-
sion.

Born in Puerto Rico, 
Martinez and his family 
moved to the Bronx where 
they reside today between 
Southern Boulevard and 
180th Street. During his 
middle school years, Mar-
tinez fi rst discovered his 
passion for the sport.

“When I was in middle 
school, I had a lot of close 
friends of mine who liked 
to box and I decided to try 
it,” revealed Martinez. “My 
parents and family mem-
bers were always into box-
ing and they’ve been very 
supportive of me and my 
dreams.”

At age 11, he began his 
training at the Webster Po-
lice Athletic League. 

Throughout those years, 
Martinez participated in 
local and regional tourna-
ments to better hone his 
craft. 

By age 19, he offi cially 
became a professional 
boxer and possesses many 
credentials. He is a three-
time Golden Gloves Cham-
pion for the years 2007, 
2008, and 2009 and became 
a Golden Glove National 
Champion in 2008. 

Promoted by Star of 
David Promotions, Marti-
nez has scaled into the top 
30 category of nationally 
ranked boxers within the 
middleweight division. 

His popularity has 
grown signifi cantly since 

then and Martinez’s power 
punching style has allowed 
for his impressive knock-
out record. 

Despite this, Marti-
nez remains ever humble 
and as a result of his good 
hearted nature has gar-
nered a lot of support from 
family, friends, neighbors, 
teachers, and many others.

“To tell you the truth, I 
feel really great especially 
as his father and as a sports 
fan,” expressed Luis Marti-
nez, Sr. “It’s a honor to see 
my son doing well and see-
ing how dedicated he is to 
his training. Every time he 
fi ghts, he always puts on a 
good show and respects his 
opponent. He’s very humble 
and he got that from me.”

“Steve has support from 
all of his family and friends 
and I feel great about him 
competing,” explained Be-
atrez Martinez, Steve’s 
mom. “He has everything 
to become successful and 
he has my support 100%.”  

Martinez’s brother is an 
amateur boxer who began 
training at the same time 
as Steve, but admits he 

does not take it as seriously 
as his older sibling. 

“It feels great knowing 
he will be competing pro-
fessionally and it’s almost 
unbelievable,” expressed 
Luis. 

“Steve is smart and very 
talented and I look up to 
him as my idol. Everybody 
loves and supports him and 
they should look out for 
him because he’s defi nitely 
a future champion in the 
making.” he added.

According to Marcos 
Suarez, Martinez’s box-
ing trainer, ‘The Hitman’ 
trains for two hours Mon-
day through Saturday at 
the World Wide Boxing 
Gym at 3134 Jerome Av-
enue. 

Suarez has been train-
ing Martinez since he was 
11 years old and has seen 
his student mature in his 
fi ghting career. 

“Steve is a great kid and 
is very respectful to every-
one he meets,” divulged Su-
arez. “He loves to be with 
his family and he brings 
his son to the gym here to 
train; he’s a real family 

man.”
In addition, Martinez 

trains with Dave ‘Scooter’ 
Honig, his personal trainer 
and fi tness consultant. 

Honig has trained many 
notable clients including 
LL Cool J, Dmitriy Salita, 
and Leonardo DiCaprio 
among many others. 

“He is very headstrong, 
eager, and always gives 
350% in everything he does 
whenever you ask him to 
do it,” said Honig. “He’s a 

real gentleman because he 
takes time to speak with 
the children at the gym and 
he always says ‘thank you’ 
everyday before he leaves.”

“He has a lot of support 
from his family, especially 
his mother who attends all 
of his fi ghts,” said Dmitriy 
Salita, Star of David Pro-
motions founder. “I hope 
everyone tunes in to watch 
Steve because he is one of 
the best boxers that New 
York City has to offer.”  
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Bronx boxer to compete on Showtime card

Professional Bronx boxer, Steve ‘The Hitman’ Martinez will be com-
peting live on SHOWTIME Undercard on Friday, December 12 in San 
Antonio, Texas. Photo courtesy of Dmitriy Salita
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approved and currently 
DDC is working with the 
contractor for schedul-
ing,” said Country Club 
Civic Association presi-
dent Michael McNerney, 
confi rming reports that 
construction is slated to 
begin after the holiday 
season. 

This short-term delay 
until after the start of 
next year will be benefi -
cial to the residents along 
Waterbury Avenue, said 
McNerney in reference to 
the area where the huge 
rock was found. 

“To be quite honest 
with you, if this work was 
done during the holiday 
season, this would have 
caused a major disrup-
tion for all the residents 
on Waterbury Avenue,” 
he said. “It would have 
required them opening 
up the street again,  there 
would have been lim-
ited parking available 

for guests and residents 
during the holidays, and 
it was bad ascetically to 
have a ripped up street 
in front of your house 

during Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New 
Years Day”

Kearns said that the 
delay has been ongoing 

since June. It was appar-
ently unforeseen. 

“The contractor had 
indicated that he needed 
some special piece of 

equipment to remove the 
boulder he encountered,” 
said Kearns, adding “it 
takes a little while, about 
three months, for the ev-
erything to go through 
the Financial Control 
Board and the Comptrol-
ler’s offi ce.” 

“We are optimistic,” 
he said about the job mov-
ing forward. “I am guess-
ing that the project will 
be completed somewhere 
between January and 
February of 2015.” 

The reconstruction of 
the sewer line came to 
a halt in June when the 
boulder was discovered. 
The whole project was 
originally slated to be 
completed by the end of 
2014. 

As was reported in 
June in the Bronx Times, 
Councilman James Vacca 
sympathized with the 
residents of Waterbury 
Avenue.

“It just means another 
delay in a project that 
has caused major incon-
venience,” he said at the 
time, adding “we need 
this like a hole in the 
head.” 

Construction on the Waterbury Avenue sewer project in Country Club should begin again in early 
2015.    Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Country Club sewer change ok’d 
From Page 1

Call
718.260.2555
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your business in our 
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Real Results!

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Island’s leaders are 

surprised, but pleased that 
New York State is consider-
ing two sites in the nautical 
community for conserva-
tion.. 

A wetlands area along 
Eastchester Bay between 
Tier and Ditmars streets, 
and a location known as 
the City Island Gateway 
near Bridge Street and the 
City Island Bridge, were 
included in a draft version 
the Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation’s 
Open Space Conservation 
Plan.

The draft, recently re-
leased, includes several 
sites in the borough and 
many throughout the state 
the could be conserved. 

The City Island Civic 
Association sent a letter to 
DEC on Tuesday, November 
25 expressing support for 
the idea of including these 
two sites in the plan. 

“As a small neighbor-
hood in a county of 1.4 mil-
lion people, we were quite 
surprised and encouraged 
by the plan’s concentration 
on our area,” the civic asso-
ciation’s letter stated. 

“Currently both sites, 
the Tier/Ditmars Street 
wetlands and the City Is-
land Gateway, sit in a state 
of neglect caused by their 
respective owners,” it fur-

ther stated.
The letter went on: “Re-

mediating and repurposing 
these properties would not 
only prevent further dete-
rioration of the waterfront, 
but also provide a symbol of 
resiliency, protect residents 
against the threat of cli-
mate change, and improve 
the aesthetics of these ar-
eas.” 

CICA corresponding 

secretary John Doyle said 
that the two sites should be 
viewed with different goals 
in mind. 

With the wetlands area, 
his association believes 
that the goal should be to 
preserve and enhance wet-
lands that serve as a natural 
barrier to fl ooding. Certain 
plantings could be made 
that might reduce fl ooding 
in the surrounding streets 

if the area was remediated, 
the letter stated. 

The letter mentions that 
the wetlands area is under 
“continued threat of devel-
opment.”

In the case of the City Is-
land Gateway, community 
leaders Linda Baldwin and 
Susan Bellinson submitted 
an application to have the 
area included in the Open 
Space Conservation Plan, 
said Doyle. 

The location would make 
a good space for access to 
the waterfront with a “com-
munity boat launch” on the 
north end of the island next 
to the City Island Bridge, 
the letter indicates. 

“Part of that location is 
privately owned, but a good 
portion of it is in the pub-
lic’s hands as an unmapped 
Department of Transporta-
tion road,” said Doyle, who 
added that the Gateway was 
previously home to a boat 
rental service and a tavern, 
but is presently vacant. 

“We just want to be sup-
portive on this,” added 
Doyle. “If we can move this 
up in the consciousness of 
the people in the state, that 
would be advantageous.” 

According to DEC docu-
ments, among the areas be-

ing considered for conser-
vation in the draft version 
of the plan are sites needed 
for the creation of a green-
way and trailway directly 
along the Bronx River from 
East 172nd Street to Sound-
view Park; Daylight Tib-
bets Brook, extending from 
Van Cortlandt Park to the 
Harlem River; and the ac-
quisition of a parcel known 
as College Point, along the 
Hudson River.

Two City Island sites in state’s 
Conservation Plan 

This location at Bridge Street, 
the site of the old ‘Worm Bar’ 
near City Island Avenue, may 
be turned into a public boat 
launch. Photo by Patrick RocchioA vacant lot containing wetlands between Tier and Ditmars streets on City Island may be preserved.  

 Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Jai Perumal, MD
Director, Nyack Hospital MS Center
Weill Cornell MS Center

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR277888 (1189735) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017

Frankie And Johnnie’s Pinr Tavern Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462
Tuesday, December 9, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern
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