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Sharing At Thanksgiving
Morris Park Kiwanis Club member Paula Angerame with Girl Scout Van-
essa Giangregorio at St. Clare of Assisi’s annual Feeding Our Neighbors 
event on Saturday, November 22. St. Clare’s, the Home School Associa-
tion, the Kiwanis Club, and local girl scout troops came together to pack 
up and distribute Thanksgiving meals to more than 200 needy families. 
See more photos on page 6  Photo by Laura Stone

Metro Safe Housing 
withdraws plans

SHELTER PLANS 
PULLED IN VAN NEST

TN 
Shopping 

Center 
opens

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A company which sought to 

put transitional housing in Van 
Nest has pulled the plug on its 
plans following protests from the 
community, its CEO confi rmed.

Metro Safe Housing, which 
houses individuals referred by 
NYC Human Resources Admin-
istration in Emergency Place-
ment Units at four locations in 
the Bronx, had expressed an in-
tent to convert a 4-family home at 
1632 Taylor Avenue into a tran-
sitional housing facility earlier 

this fall.
After the plan was brought to 

Community Board 11 in Septem-
ber, the Van Nest Neighborhood 
Alliance organized a protest. The 
residents adopted the slogan “In-
vest in families, not facilities,” to 
make their view known.

Members of the VNNA and 
residents of Taylor Avenue told 
the Bronx Times in September 
that the neighborhood is vulner-
able, and they were concerned 
that the temporary residents 

Continued on Page 4

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The festive grand opening was 

held for the two-story Throggs 
Neck Shopping Center, just in 
time for the holiday season.

The gala event on Thursday, 
November 20 brought together 
dignitaries from all over the 
borough to celebrate the open-
ing of the mall complex, which is 
mostly occupied and has a Tar-
get as its anchor store. 

The site, the location of a re-
purposed U.S. Mail sorting fa-
cility, is one of a number of such 
transformed sites developed by 
Simone Development Companies 
in the borough. 

Members of the Simone team, 
including company president 
Joe Simone and Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce chairman Joseph 
Kelleher who is president of Si-
mone Metro Properties, spoke at 
the opening. 

Simone hailed the 285,000 
square foot mall as being part of 
the “new Bronx.”

“This wonderful new retail 
center is yet another example 
of how Simone Development is 
helping to transform and revi-
talize the new Bronx with in-
novative commercial and retail 
projects that create new jobs and 
boost the Bronx economy,” said 
Simone. 

He recognized partners 
Aaron Malinsky, of Curbcut Ur-
ban Partners, and Paul Slayton 
of Slayton Investments, for their 
involvement in the mall. 

Simone said that although it 
is hard to imagine today, the east 
Bronx had traditionally been 
under served when it comes to 

Continued on Page 4

New housing complex 
looks unaffordable
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

Who says affordable housing 
can’t look unaffordable?

On Wednesday, November 18, 
architectural and urban design 
fi rm RKTB proudly announced 
that an affordable housing proj-
ect of theirs is now 100% occu-
pied.

East Clarke Place Court, a 
two-building complex, one 11-
story building offering 73 units 
located on 12 E. Clarke Place and 

one 13-story building featuring 
33 units on 27 E. 169th Street, 
has vastly improved the lifestyle 
of its residents and the neighbor-
hood, greatly exceeding the stan-
dards of living that typical NYC 
affordable housing has to offer.

The complex located just 
north of Yankee stadium, which 
broke ground in February 2012 
and opened in October 2014, in-
cludes an outdoor courtyard 

Continued on Page 7



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local historian may 

soon get a street near his 
Throggs Neck home named 
in his honor - becoming a part 
of Bronx history. 

A street corner co-naming 
for Bill Twomey, the author of 
nine books on the borough’s 
history, edged closer to be-
coming a reality as Commu-
nity Board 10’s full board 
voted unanimously in favor of 
a street overlay at the north-
east corner of Revere Avenue 
and Dill Place in his honor. 

The vote by CB 10 on 
Thursday, November 20 came 
on the heals of the measure 
being approved by the Munic-
ipal Services Committee on 
Tuesday, November 18. 

“He spent years document-
ing the history of the north-
east Bronx and he should be 
remembered for that effort 
because it aided people in 

understanding where they 
are from,” said CB 10 district 
manager Kenneth Kearns.

Kearns added: “You have 
to know where you are from 
before you go forward. He 
did a wonderful job, he was 
widely respected, and we 
were honored to do this. He 
was an important person.” 

Now that the community 
board advisory vote has been 
secured, Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca will proceed with the 
legislation. t

Twomey lived from 1980 
until his passing in June on 
Revere Avenue at the corner 
of Dill Place. 

Twomey was a life-long 
Throggs Neck resident, ac-
cording to a biography pro-
vided by the Huntington Free 
Library for CB 10’s consider-
ation. 

Vacca said that he already 
has a bill pending before the 

City Council to impart this 
honor. 

“I knew Bill Twomey - it 
has to be 25 or 30 years,” said 
Vacca. “So, I am going to ad-
vocate strongly for the bill. 
I think he and John McNa-
mara were really known as 
the Bronx historians. He had 
a special feel for this borough 
and especially for Throggs 
Neck, where he lived, and his 
contributions were really so 
numerous.”

Twomey was at event af-
ter event in the borough, re-
searching Bronx history and 
imparting knowledge of the 
borough to civic associations 
and community groups, the 
councilman said. 

“I think naming a street 
in Twomey’s honor will make 
him a part of our Bronx his-
tory,” said Vacca. “In perpe-
tuity, a street-renaming does 
that and I think Bill is very 

worthy of that honor.” 
Twomey was the author of 

over 1,000 articles from 1983 
until 2012 about Bronx his-
tory for his Do You Remember 
column in the Bronx Times 
Reporter. His articles are cur-
rently being reprinted. 

Twomey had a career 
with Con Edison, and was 
a member of St. Frances de 
Chantal Parish and its Holy 
Name Society, on the boards 
of the Throggs Neck Home 
Owners and the Throggs 
Neck Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps, as well as a trustee at 
the Huntington Free Library 
for around a decade. 

He was also the founder in 
2005 and president emeritus 
of the Bronx History Forum, 
whose current president, 
Rich Vitacco, presented the 
case for the honor at the board 
meeting on November 20. 

Vitacco said that Twom-

ey’s work will live on through 
his books, which are avail-
able at Barnes & Noble in 
Bay Plaza, and his columns. 
He had been carrying a peti-
tion to have a street named in 
Twomey’s honor to local com-
munity groups, he said. 

He said that the he and the 

forum would like to thank the 
Throggs Neck Home Own-
ers and its president Lynn 
Gerbino, and the Waterbury 
LaSalle Community Associa-
tion and its board member 
Mary Jane Musano, for their 
support of the street co-nam-
ing proposal. 
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Bill Twomey street 
naming moves ahead

(l-r) The late Bill Twomey with Rich Vitacco, and Tom Vasti at the 
East Bronx History Forum. Twomey was president emeritus of the 
forum at the time of his passing. File Photo

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It’s that time of year 

again!
The annual Waterbury-

LaSalle Christmas Tree 
Lighting will take place on 
Sunday, December 14 in Sch-
neider-Sampson Park, across 
from the First Lutheran 
Church of Throggs Neck, giv-
ing families and residents of 
Throggs Neck an opportu-
nity to come together in a tra-
ditional holiday-setting.

The tree lighting, which 
has been an annual tradition 
of the Waterbury-LaSalle 
Community Association for 
over 15 years, presents a fun 
opportunity for attendees to 
decorate and light a Christ-
mas tree, eat cookies and 
drink hot chocolate while 
they watch Santa Claus ar-
rive to the scene on a horse-
pulled carriage, portraying 
the image of a reindeer pull-
ing Santa’s sleigh.

After Santa’s arrival, 
children can take pictures 
with Santa while they sit on 
his lap and will also receive 

gifts, presents and toys, fol-
lowed by the tree lighting.

The Waterbury-LaSalle 
Christmas Tree Lighting 
will also include holiday mu-
sic along with performances 
by choirs and choruses, add-

ing to the tree lighting’s hol-
iday atmosphere, at an event 
that spreads the holiday 
spirit throughout the close-
knit community.

“This event is a great 
time for neighbors to come 

together, be community ori-
ented and spread holiday 
spirit,” said Mary Jane Mu-
sano, chairperson of the Wa-
terbury-LaSalle Christmas 
Tree Lighting and the Wa-
terbury LaSalle Community 

Association. 
“Those in attendance, es-

pecially the children, enjoy 
Santa’s company, as well as 
all of the holiday festivities 
that this tree lighting has to 
offer.”

Musano continued to ex-
plain that even though kids 
have a great time, the event 
is not only for children, and 
that there are people who 
come to the event who don’t 
bring kids.

She credited the groups 
that have assisted her and 
the WLCA with preparation 
of this year’s event, as well 
as in years passed.

Colonial Home Improve-
ment donated the Christ-
mas tree, Chateau Stables, 
will provide the horse and 
carriage and International 
Caterers of Distinction, will 
donate cookies and hot choc-
olate once again.

“Each year, the WLCA 
has worked tirelessly, even 
planning months in advance 
for this event,” said Musano. 
“However, it wouldn’t mean 
anything without the hard 
work, help and donations of 
the organizations who have 
accompanied us and made 
this event what it is today, 
and we are very apprecia-
tive.”

Christmas comes early in Waterbury-LaSalle

(l-r) Mary Jane Musano, Senator Jeff Klein, Annie Boller, Michele Torrioni and Andrew Chirico celebrate the holiday festivites at the 
Waterbury-LaSalle Christmas Tree Lighting in 2011. File photo
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VISIT OUR UNDERGRADUATE OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2014 - ALL FOUR CAMPUSES

��RANKED AS ONE OF THE 
    TOP 100 FOUR-YEAR COLLEGES 
    FOR HISPANICS BY HISPANIC 
    OUTLOOK IN HIGHER EDUCATION

� AFFORDABLE - ONE OF THE LOWEST 
    PRIVATE TUITIONS IN THE COUNTRY

� OVER 90 DEGREE AND
    CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS 

��A QUALITY, PRIVATE EDUCATION 

��PERSONAL ATTENTION

��EXECUTIVE FACULTY WITH 
    REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE

��ACTIVE-LEARNING MODEL

��NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES
    WITH LEADERS OF TOP COMPANIES

� FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING -
    DAYS, NIGHTS, WEEKENDS, ONLINE
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would bring more instabil-
ity to the street. They were 
also concerned the compa-
ny’s short track record—it 
was founded less than a 
year ago.

They brought these con-
cerns to a public hearing at 
CB 11 on Thursday, Novem-
ber 20.

“We are desperately try-
ing to build a critical mass 
of working families to bet-
ter the community,” said 
Sharlene Jackson Mendez, 
VNNA member and Tay-
lor Avenue resident. “This 
shelter undermines that.”

Although Metro Safe 
Housing promised to 
screen potential residents, 
as well as address any is-
sues in the neighborhood 
involving their residents, 
Jackson said she doesn’t 
trust that the company can 
follow through on those as-
surances.

“We can’t take that 
chance,” she said.

Other residents echoed 
Jackson’s concerns, after 
which the board unani-
mously voted to formally 

oppose the shelter at 1632 
Taylor Avenue and send a 
letter expressing their dis-
approval to all stakehold-
ers.

Although the board had 
also recently opposed an-
other group home in Van 
Nest, CB 11 vice chair Al 
D’Angelo said the board is 
not against all shelters or 
group homes, but instead 
they want the incoming fa-
cilities to primarily serve 
people in the neighbor-
hood. 

The individuals re-
ferred to Metro Safe Hous-
ing by NYC Human Re-
sources Administration 
would have come from all 
over the city.

“We’re not against a 
shelter if they’re shelter-
ing our own people,” said 
D’Angelo

The CEO of Metro Safe 
Housing, Fred Ardehali, 
did not attend the public 
hearing, but later told the 
Bronx Times that he de-
cided to pull the project 
because he felt the commu-
nity was disrespectful.

He was angered by 

the protest in September, 
which he said was unau-
thorized and left fl yers all 
over the property in ques-
tion.

Metro Safe Housing 
would have created a more 
stable situation on Taylor 
Avenue, Ardehali claims, 
with security cameras and 
increased attention paid to 
the street. 

The company has helped 
to improve the other streets 
in the Bronx where it has 
similar projects, he said.

“We were going to be 
helping the community,” 
said Ardehali. “It’s a bad 
neighborhood that needs 
to be cleaned up.”

But in the end, Ardehali 
said he felt it wasn’t worth 
continuing to argue with 
the community.

“It didn’t make sense to 
go against a group of peo-
ple who weren’t listening 
to what was being said,” 
said Ardehali.

The community board 
is considering the outcome  
as a victory, said chair-
man Tony Vitaliano, since 
Metro Safe Housing was 

unable to convince them 
that the company was a 
good fi t for the community. 

Ardehali couldn’t tell 
the board what types of 
people would be living at 

the facility, or for how long, 
said Vitaliano, and in gen-
eral was not responsive to 
the community’s concerns.

“They didn’t do any-
thing right, in our eyes,” 

he said.
He is glad the situa-

tion had a positive out-
come.

“I’m happy for Van 
Nest,” he said.

Shelter plans pulled in Van Nest
From Page 1

Van Nest residents gathered on Taylor Avenue in September to protest Metro Safe Housing’s plan to 
bring transitional housing to the neighborhood. File photo

retail.
For Throggs Neck resi-

dents, the mall represents 
shopping convenience. 

Local merchant John 
Bonizio, who along with 
a partner is opening the 
fourth location of Metro 
Optics eyeglass stores 
in the mall, said that the 
shopping palace is a great 
thing for the area and the 
borough. 

“We are trying to do 
higher end here,” he said 
of the new store. 

Bonizio said about the 
mall: “this is defi nitely 
a home run. It has what 

most places in the Bronx 
don’t have – 600 parking 
spaces.”

Mall developers quote 
the number of 650 free 
parking spaces to be exact. 
For some locals, the new 
shopping destination will 
mean ease. 

“The Throggs Neck 
Home Owners are all ex-
cited about it,” said Rocco 
Talarico, TNMA vice-pres-
ident, explaining some of 
the local reaction. “A lot of 
our members are elderly, 
and they now have some-
where to go that is close.” 

Community Board 10 
chairman Martin Prince 

said that other than any 
traffi c concerns that the 
board will monitor, the 
mall is all positive. 

Ferry Civic Associa-
tion’s JoAnn Sohmers said 
that so far, traffi c had been 
good and that she had ex-
pected more traffi c and 
congestion. 

Among the dignitaries 
who spoke were Senator 
Jeff Klein who remarked 
about making the Bronx 
a great place to live and 
work, Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
who expressed apprecia-
tion for the communica-

tion between the developer 
and elected offi cials, and 
Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce president Lenny 
Caro. 

“It has been a long time 
coming, now we don’t have 
to leave the Bronx to shop 
- we have everything in 
the borough,” said Caro, 
adding “We are hiring 
people from the Bronx to 
bring down our unemploy-
ment.”

The Throggs Neck 
Shopping Center is located 
at the corner of Lafayette 
Avenue and Brush Avenue, 
alongside the Hutchinson 
River Parkway. 

Throggs Neck Shopping Center celebrates grand opening

At the Throggs Neck Shopping Center ribbon cutting were (l-r) 
Tommy Messina representing Congressman Joe Crowley; Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto; Senator Jeff Klein; Borough President 
DIaz Jr.; Joseph Simone of Simone Development Companies; Jo-
seph Kelleher of Simone and chairman of the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce; Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation 
president Marlene Cintron; and Bronx Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent Lenny Caro. Photo by Alexander Belisle

From Page 1



BY ROBERT WIRSING
When a body was 

found in a blazing aban-
doned car a few months 
ago along Allerton Ave-
nue the local merchants 
knew they had to do 
something fast to clean 
up this problem area. 

Councilman Ritchie 
Torres, Allerton Inter-
national Merchants As-
sociation, and residents 
are leading an effort to 
help secure an alleyway, 
which is crime plagued.

The alleyway, be-
tween Cruger and Hol-
land avenues has a no-
torious past  for being 
a breeding ground for 
criminal activity. 

The unpaved site has 
been used for public 
urination, trash dump-
ing, graffiti  and as a lo-
cation for lurking mug-
gers to operate from. 
Many people are afraid 
to walk by  this loca-
tion.  

This past March 11, 

Allerton authorities dis-
covered a burning car 
parked at this location 
with a body in the back-
seat. It was revealed 
the homicide occurred 
somewhere within the 
47th Precinct’s jurisdic-
tion and the victim was 
disposed at this notori-
ous location.

“This is when we 
started addressing this 
issue,” revealed Gene 
DeFrancis, Allerton In-
ternational Merchants 
Association director. 

“This location has 
been the cause of some 
previous concern such 
as drug use and several 
cases of undocumented 
workers being dragged 
inside the vacant area 
and mugged.”

“The neighborhood 
is great and everyone 
knows the area,” added 
DeFrancis. 

“There are two is-
sues with the alley, first 
it is an eyesore and it’s 

unsafe and the second 
is that it is unpaved. 

“We would like to 
see the rehabilitation 
of the alleyway. There 
are talks of putting up a 
gate, paving the street, 
and installing cameras 
and lights there.”

Jeremy Warneke, dis-
trict manager of Com-
munity Board 11 said 
that he has spoken with 
the city Buildings De-
partment in regards to 
this on-going issue.

“Nothing’s been for-
mally done yet, but you 
got to give Councilman 
Torres and Gene credit 
for pushing on this,” 
said Warneke.     

Assembly Mark 
Gjnoaj has also ad-
dressed this matter.

“My priority is safety. 
It’s not well-lit and it’s a 
concern to the safety of 
residents and visitors of 
Allerton Avenue as well 
as the property owners 
of the housing commu-

nity,” explained the as-
semblyman. 

“In the past, we have 
had crimes and other 
negative influences in 
this area and we seek to 
put an end to this trend. 
This is a proactive ap-
proach for our commu-
nity.”

Senator Ruth Has-
sell-Thompson has also 
been supportive of ef-
forts to eliminate this 
danger, said a senior 
staffer.

Though the effort 
may still be in its early 
stages, many have al-
ready lent their full 
support. However, they 
still need more help. 

Anyone looking to 
participate can also 
attend the merchant 
meetings that are held 
every first Tuesday of 
the month at the Sanz 
Boutique Hall located 
at 815 Allerton Avenue 
or email allertonmer-
chants@gmail.com.
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Allerton Avenue alleyway cleanup

The alleyway between Cruger and Holland avenues in Allerton 
where a burning car with a body inside was discovered this past 
March. Photo courtesy of Bronx Park East Community Association
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St. Clare of Assisi School in Morris Park hosted their annual Feeding Our Neighbors event, partnered with the Home School Association, the Kiwanis Club of Morris Park, and 
local girl scout troops on Saturday, November 22. At the event, volunteers packed and distributed full Thanksgiving meals for more than 200 families in need.

St. Clare’s, Kiwanis Club feed Morris Park neighbors

St. Clare’s students and local girl scout troop members show off the dozens of bags of food they 
helped prepare for distribution. Photo by Laura Stone

Kiwanis Club member Paula Angerame 
with Girl Scout Vanessa Giangregorio. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Volunteer Karen Leo shows that there’s al-
ways room for dessert! 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Volunteers fi ll bags with sweet potatoes, stuffi ng, cranberry sauce and other Thanksgiv-
ing Day feast staples. Photo by Laura Stone
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- a rare asset for afford-
able housing, along with 
distinctive architecture, 
high-quality fi nishes and 
even energy-saving fea-
tures, which will benefi t 
the growth of the complex 
and the community.

Each building also pro-
vides a laundry room, a 
parking garage and even 
offers a recreation room 
for tenants and a rental 
community facility. The 
outdoor space provides a 
clean, protected and safe 
environment for the resi-
dents.

“It’s important that 
people take pride in their 
neighborhood, which was 
one of the main reasons 
behind this project being 
built,” said Carmi Bee, de-
sign partner of RKTB. 

“With this new build-
ing complex, we intended 
to spread that awareness 
by creating a residential 
area that people could take 
pride in, as we also hope to 
contribute to an economic 
transformation of the 
Bronx and the way afford-

able housing is built.”
With a collaborated ef-

fort from architectural 
and urban design fi rm 
RKTB and land developer 
YTM Ltd, and sponsorship 

from the NYC Housing 
Preservation and Devel-
opment, this two-building 
complex was one of the 
fi rst projects to meet the 
criteria of the Enterprise 
Green Communities pro-
gram, which creates cost-
effective, sustainable ar-
chitecture for low-income 
families.

When YTM Ltd fi rst 
purchased the develop-
ment site, the goal was to 
bring as much affordable 
housing as possible to the 
south Bronx, while creat-
ing a project that could be 
well integrated into the 
neighborhood.

“The atmosphere of the 
site is far different than 
typical affordable hous-
ing, which is usually ac-
cess limited, with not a lot 
to offer ,” said Peter Bafi -
tis, managing partner of 
RKTB.

”This building complex 
is meant to be shared by 
residents of both build-
ings, creating a shared 
sense of community, con-
trary to typical affordable 
housing.”

East Clarke Place Court, the 
site of 12 East Clarke Place 
and 27 East 169th Street, a 
two-building affordable hous-
ing complex, is now 100% oc-
cupied. The developer boasts 
that it has changed the quality 
of life for its residents. 
 Photo courtesy of Albert Vecerka

From Page 1

New housing complex looks unaffordable

Councilman Ritchie Torres addressed students from the Roosevelt Educational Campus in Fordham 
at his announcement of a joint effort with Generation Citizen to better involve Bronx youth in local 
politics on Friday, November 14. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
One local councilman is 

making youth civic engage-
ment a priority.

Councilman Ritchie 
Torres, who represents the 
central Bronx, is pushing 
for young people to get in-
volved in the political pro-
cesses in order to give the 
youth a voice and combat 
low voter turnout rates.

Torres sponsored a suc-
cessful city council resolu-
tion to allow 16 and 17 year-
olds to join community 
boards, which was passed 
into law this summer.

He has also began Par-
ticipatory Budgeting in 
Council District 15, a pro-
cess that allows commu-
nity residents to propose, 
develop and then select 
projects for City Council 
Capital funding. Torres 
is trying to bring young 
people into that process as 
well.

“Youth civic engage-
ment is who I am, it’s what 
I value,” said Torres, who 
at 26 is the youngest cur-
rent city councilmember. 
His interest in government 
began as a teen, when he 
acted as ‘district manager 
for a day’ in Community 
Board 10.

As part of his mission 
to encourage youth partici-
pation, Torres is partner-
ing with educational group 

Generation Citizen, which 
teaches students about the 
political process through 
practice. Torres has allo-
cated $10,000 to Generation 
Citizen to increase their 
capacity to place volun-
teers in and partner with 
schools across the city.

Torres announced the 
partnership on Friday, 
November 14t at the Theo-
dore Roosevelt Educational 
Campus, speaking to a 
group of students from Bel-
mont Preparatory Acad-
emy, Bronx High School for 
Law and Community Ser-
vice, and Fordham High 
School for the Arts, whose 
classes have participated 
in Generation Citizen’s 
programs.

Generation Citizen 
places ‘Democracy coaches’ 
from nearby colleges—in 
this case Fordham Univer-
sity—to co-teach a semes-
ter long civics curriculum 
that emphasizes taking ac-
tion locally, said Sarah An-
des, Generation Citizen’s 
NYC site director. 

The classes discuss is-
sues in the student’s com-
munity, pick one that is im-
portant to them, and then 
develop a plan to address 
it. 

Issues have included the 
need for security cameras 
in public housing and pe-
destrian safety. 

In their quest to address 
the problem, the students 
learn how the various lev-
els of local government 
work.

“Ultimately, we want 
young people to under-
stand how to inform the po-
litical process, believe they 
have a voice, and know how 
to use that voice produc-
tively,” said Andes. “We be-
lieve when we get a broader 
population of people en-
gaged, our democracy will 
be stronger because of it.”

Students who have expe-
rienced Generation Citizen 
in their classrooms spoke 
highly of the experience 
and the program’s mission 
at the announcement.

“It teaches us skills to 
go out and do, not just lis-
ten, “said Belmont Prepa-
ratory Academy student 
Petula Stanislas about the 
program. “I feel a sense 
of pride my peer and I are 
taking part in a greater 
cause.”

“We are united in the 
understanding that young 
people engaged in the com-
munity through the politi-
cal process can only result 
in a positive outcome,” said 
Bronx High School of Law 
and Civics student Kyara 
Beaty. 

“Leaders are born when 
you allow youth to express 
themselves,” she added.

Councilman Ritchie Torres 
prioritizes youth engagement
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MLD Mortgage Inc. d/b/a The Money Store®  1900 Hempstead Turnpike, Suite 206, East Meadow, NY  11554, 516.227.2500  NMLS# 1019  Licensed by the NJ Department 
of Banking License# 9917842. Licensed by the NY Banking Department License# B500824. Not all applicants may qualify. Some products may not be available in all states. 
Program, rates, terms and conditions apply. All rights reserved. Equal Opportunity Lender.  See www.themoneystore.com/statelicensing for state licensing information. 
www.mnlsconsumeraccess.org and www.themoneystore.com/privacy-policy

®
A Trusted Mortgage Brand For Over 40 Years

For over 40 years, The Money Store name has been synonymous with mortgage 
lending. As a Direct Lender we can offer rates among the lowest in the country 
and our in-house processing assures the quickest possible turnaround times.  
Superior customer service is our building block, we don’t just sell mortgages, 
we build relationships.

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY
Before Mortgage Rates Go Up

Save $1,000 with every 
loan you close with me!

Amrish Dias
Senior Loan Offi cer 

(NMLS# 65714)

Offi ce:  800.895.9976
Cell:     516.860.6238
Fax:      866.219.4347

Adias@themoneystore.com

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Santa Claus is coming to town -  

Throggs Neck that is! 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and 

the Throggs Neck Merchants Associa-
tion, along with help from a host of com-
munity leaders and organizations, will 
hold an annual Christmas tree lighting 
at DeRosa O’Boyle Triangle (across from 
the Throggs Neck Library) on Sunday, De-
cember 7 from about 4 p.m. until roughly 
8 p.m. 

Benedetto has graciously thrown the 
festive holiday party again this year, pro-
viding a Christmas tree and a stage that 
should see the likes of carolers from St. 
Benedict Church, a deejay playing holiday 
songs, and a visit from Saint Nick him-
self. 

About 1,000 toys, courtesy of the 
Throggs Neck Merchants Association, 
will be given out to community children. 
Photos with Santa Claus will be available 
for each child two days after the event on 
the Throggs Neck Merchants’ wesbite, 
www.throggsneckmerchants.com. 

“It is a nice event and certainly the 
Throggs Neck merchants have been won-
derful and very generous in their addition 
to the festivities of the day,” said Bene-
detto, adding that after TNMA asked to be 
involved in the event several years ago, it 
grew. 

“We have generally several hundred 
parents and children at the event wanting 
to see Santa Claus and to have their picture 
taken with Santa,” said the assemblyman. 
“It is a real nice family event and a great be-
ginning to the holiday in Throggs Neck.”  

After an on-stage ceremony and choral 
performances, children and parents will 
form a line and St. Nicholas will be brought 
in by the Edgewater Park Volunteer Fire 

Hose Company. 
Coordinating the event for the Throggs 

Neck Merchants Association, the organiza-
tion’s treasurer John Cerini, stressed the 
long history of the event going back years 
when the Menna family, who ran a butcher 
shop on E. Tremont Avenue, coordinated 
the event along with the siting assembly-
men from Throggs Neck. 

About eight years ago, the merchants 

association got involved, and raised money 
for Santa to give gifts to the children, he 
said. 

He spoke about the generosity he sees in 
the community as different organizations 
and people rally together to make the event 
a great one. 

“This is really such a celebration and a 
collaboration,” he said, adding that he ex-
pects a crowd somewhere in the ballpark 
of a thousand people. 

He added that he felt that he had to give 
praise to many people who helped the ef-
fort, including: A1 Distributors which will 
be providing the hot chocolate at the event, 
deejay Family Affair that will provide re-
corded Christmas carols, Sister Anne Kelly 
of St. Benedict’s choir, the Edgewater Park 
Volunteer Hose Company, the Throggs Neck 
Volunteer Fire Department, about 40 stu-
dent volunteers from Preston and Herbert 
H. Lehman high schools, and many others. 
   Benedetto said that there will also be a 
blessing for by clergy from St. Benedict’s. 

The merchants group also raised about 
$25,000 for holiday lights for East Tremont 
Avenue, said Cerini. 

Each merchant who donated to the hol-
iday lights effort will display a poster  in 
their window. 

Cerini asks that residents patronize the 
shops who donated to the lighting effort 
and thank the merchants.. 

Throggs Neck Xmas Tree Lighting

A group of children enjoy the Throggs Neck Christmas Tree lighting in a recent year. File photo
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Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene; John Calvelli, WCS executive vice president of public affairs 
and P.S. 205 students contributed the fi rst toys to the annual holiday toy drive Friday morning. Com-
munity News Group / Robert Wirsing

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Season of Giving has 

gone ‘wild’ in the Bronx.
On the morning of Fri-

day, November 21, Deputy 
Borough President Aurelia 
Greene along with offi cials 
from the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society’s Bronx Zoo and 
students from P.S. 205 con-
verged on Zoo Center to mark 
the start of Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr.’s holiday 
toy drive. 

A partnership between 
the Bronx Zoo and the bor-
ough president, this drive has 
become an annual tradition 
benefi tting military families. 
Keeping with the seasonal 
spirit of giving, these stu-
dents donated the very fi rst 
toys of the new year.

“We’re striving to raise 
toys for needy families and 
children to give them some 
sense of being and hope for 
the future,” revealed Greene. 
“These children love it and 
they feel like they’re giving 
something to someone else 
and that’s very important. 
We have to be able to show 
the love and caring for oth-
ers who don’t have it in their 
lives.”

“The Bronx Zoo is one of 
these incredible places in the 
city and an integral part of 
the Bronx and one of the most 
important things we feel is 
that we have to give back,” 
expressed Calvelli. 

“This whole experience 

here is about teaching, edu-
cating, and learning about 
our natural world while 
making sure they realize 
they’re part of a larger com-
munity here in New York. 
Every year we’ve had more 
than enough toys thanks 
to the generosity of people 
throughout the city. 

“We have incredibly 
giving people who realize 
by supporting programs 
like this, they’re helping to 
make the lives of young peo-
ple so much brighter and 
more importantly, the chil-
dren of the military.”

“This is important be-
cause children need to un-
derstand there are those 
less fortunate and it’s at 
this time of year that they 
can share with them,” ex-
plained Deborah Freidlich, 
fi fth grade teacher at P.S. 
205.

The students eagerly ex-
pressed their excitement.

“I feel happy to be here 
because we’re giving toys to 
little kids so they can have 
time to play and have some 
fun,” said Gary Mendez, 10.

“It feels really exciting 
because we’re donating 
toys to people who can’t af-
ford them and it feels really 
good to do something for the 
community,” opined Takira 
Ramirez, 10. 

“It was great because we 
donated toys to kids who 
can’t afford them and it’s 

very important for me be-
cause other kids get to play 
with toys for the holiday 
and some don’t and we’re 
donating toys to them,” said 
Lynlee Alvarez, 10. 

The zoo will serve as a 
collection area for new, un-
wrapped toys which will 
be collected until the end of 
December. Donations can 
be delivered to the park en-
trance with no admission 
required or inside the Bronx 
Zoo Store in specially desig-
nated collection bins. 

The borough president’s 
offi ce will distribute the 
toys to veterans, active-duty 
service members, and their 
families. 

For those who contrib-
ute a qualifying donation 
of a new, unwrapped toy 
at any WCS’s wildlife park 
from Saturday, November 
22 to Wednesday, December 
31, they will receive a free 
ticket to either the Bronx 
Zoo or New York Aquarium, 
dependent upon location.   

Toys collected at other 
WCS parks and at the New 
York Aquarium, Central 
Park Zoo, Prospect Park 
Zoo, and Queens Zoo will be 
donated to those communi-
tys’ needy families. 

The limit is four tick-
ets per family, valid from 
Monday, January 1 through 
Tuesday, June 30. Visit, 
www.wcs.org/toydrive/ for 
further details.       

Bronx Zoo holds toy drive 
for military families 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The halls of the Bartow-

Pell Mansion Museum will 
be decked with Christmas 
cheer this December.

The museum is hosting a 
series of holiday events the 
fi rst two weekends of the 
month that will offer visi-
tors a taste of a 19th Century 
Christmas, said museum di-
rector Ellen Bruzelius.

The heart of the holi-
days at Bartow-Pell is their 
Storybook Christmas Tree 
display, now in its fourth 
year. Each decorated tree is 
inspired by a specifi c chil-
dren’s holiday book by an 
interior designer, and the 
trees are placed throughout 
the rooms of the mansion.

The designers’ inter-
pretations of the books are 
sophisticated, and delight 
both young and old, said 
Bruzelius. 

“The idea was to do 
something that appeals not 
only to children but also to 
adults,” she said.

The trees will be on full 
display at the mansion’s An-
nual Holiday Family Day: 
A Storybook Christmas on 
Saturday, December 6, 10 
a.m.–1 p.m. Storytelling at 
will take place 10:15 a.m. 
and noon—and if the kids 
enjoy the books from the 
displays, they will be avail-
able for purchase at Bartow-
Pell’s holiday shop.

The museum wanted to 
offer the opportunity for 
families to come together 
around books, said Bruze-
lius.

“We want to pass along, 
in a really fun way, the joy 
of books and of reading,” she 
said.

The family day will also 
feature caroling by the Mor-
risania Glee Club at 11 a.m., 
holiday crafts, and photos 
with Santa, for an additional 
fee. Space is limited and reg-
istration is required, call 
(718) 885-1461 or email info@
bpmm.org.

The following weekend, 
the mansion will host Bronx 
Arts Ensemble Holiday Con-
certs on Saturday, December 
13, 1 and 3 p.m. and Sunday, 
December 14, 1 and 3 p.m. 
Concerts are free, but tick-
ets are required. Call Bronx 

Arts Ensemble at (718) 601-
7399 for tickets.

The emphasis on music 
keeps with the historical 
tradition of the museum, 
said Bruzelius.

“Music would have been 
very much a part of how the 
Bartow family celebrated 
Christmas,” said Bruzelius.

Both history and music 
are on full display at one of 
the season’s feature events, 
the Holiday Candlelight 
Tours and Victorian Carol-
ers on Saturday, December 
13, 6–8 p.m.

The festive nights in-
cludes Victorian carol-
ers, holiday snacks and 
wassail—a mulled cider 
drink—and costumed do-
cents on hand to highlight 
19th-century holiday tradi-
tions. Reservations are also 
required.

“It’s a very fun thing for 
families to come and get a 

sense of what holidays might 
have been like in another 
century,” said Bruzelius.

For those unable to at-
tend any of the numerous 
holiday events, the Story-
book Christmas Trees will 
be on display in the museum 
through January 7, said 
Bruzelius. The mansion is 
open to the public for guided 
tours on Wednesday, Satur-
day, and Sunday from noon 
to 4 p.m., with the exception 
of special event days and 
Christmas Eve.

Bruzelius urged Bronx-
ites to come and see the mu-
seums transformation for 
themselves.

“The holidays at the man-
sion is an incredibly special 
time,” said Bruzelius. “It 
feels warm and festive.”

For more information 
about additional events at 
the museum, visit www.
bpmm.org.

Bartow-Pell celebrates 
the Christmas season

Storybook Christmas Tree display at Bartow-Pell Mansion Mu-
seum.





BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One man’s generosity, 

and the work of a noble 
charity, has feed thousands 
of people this Thanksgiv-
ing.

As 2,000 people with 
vouchers for turkeys 
waited patiently on Mon-
day, November 24 in a long 
winding line up Alexander 
Avenue and around to East 
140th and East 141st streets 
in Mott Haven, the recipi-
ents’ benefactor, real estate 
mogul Joel Fishman, sat 
quietly in his car with his 
daughter and grandchil-
dren waiting for the distri-
bution to begin.

He had fl own in from 
Palm Springs, California 
to be in the poorest con-
gressional district in the 
United States, for the an-
nual turkey giveaway.  

Fishman was now in 
his 31st year of donating 
thousands of turkeys in an 
annual drive coordinated 
with the Dominican Sisters 
Family Health Service, a 
health care provider and 

faith-based vising nurse 
service.

 As the line continued to 
grow with people in need, 
he spoke about how much 
this event means to him 
and his family. 

“It is just people helping 
people,” he said, before go-
ing on to explain how he 
was the owner of residen-
tial buildings in the Bronx 
and recalled how the Do-
minican Sisters of Hope, 
a Catholic religious order, 
came to the aid of a elderly 
Jewish woman who had no 
family and needed help in 
one of his apartments. He 
was so touched by the sis-
ters work, he cried. 

Citing all the logistical 
issues that inevitably come 
up every year, he said that 
with the help of the sisters’ 
organization who select the 
families, it has grown from 
50 turkeys the fi rst year 
to sometimes more than 
2,000. 

“It is a labor of love that 
I will do, until I cannot do 
it anymore,” said Fishman. 

“It is my friends that really 
made it all happen who I 
ask to help, and it is the sis-
ters who do all of the work 
because they work with 

these people day in and day 
out.” 

He said that the peo-
ple waiting in line were 
not strangers, but people 

that the sisters knew and 
worked with. They were 
going through programs 
to improve their lives,, and 
that everything involving 
the giveaway was done in a 
dignifi ed manner. “

These people don’t have 
to wait on line, they want 
to be on (line) because they 
are afraid maybe there 
won’t be one left,” he said. 

Nearby, near the foot of 
Dominican Sisters’ stoop 
and almost at the front of 
the line, was Nuris Ceval-
los of Soundview, who said 
she had been waiting since 
3:10 a.m. in the morning for 
a turkey. 

Even though the truck 
delivering the turkey was 
delayed for several hours, 
she just seemed glad for 
the opportunity. 

“We would probably 
have chicken if we could 
not get turkey,” she said, 
adding “it is hard to make 
ends meet, so this is really 
appreciated.” 

Cevallos said that she 
works, and so do a lot of 

people standing on the line,  
but what they earn is not 
enough. She also said that 
supermarkets had cut back 
on promotions, and that the 
cost of turkeys were expen-
sive. She learned about the 
giveaway from a friend. 

Fishman said that he 
grew up in Kings County 
Hospital in Brooklyn for 
12 years because of a con-
dition with his leg, and did 
not have a father, adding 
that he was bar mitzvahed 
with borrowed money. He 
said that he worked for 46 
years and was very lucky. 

In a phone interview, 
Mary Zagajeski, presi-
dent and CEO at Domini-
can Sisters Family Health 
Services said that Fish-
man is a true friend of the 
agency and a close friend 
of her predecessor, Sister 
Virginia Hanrahan, who 
headed up the agency be-
fore passing away earlier 
this year.

“We feed thousands of 
mouths as a result of this 
turkey drive,” she said. 
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Generous donor delivers 2,000 turkeys 

At the turkey giveway are (back row, l-r) Fishman’s daughter Dena 
Roth; Joel Fishman; Mary Zagajeski, president and CEO of Domini-
can Sisters Family Health Services; and (front row, l-r) Fishman’s 
grandchildren Alex Roth, Matthew Roth, Joanna Fishman, and Jo-
nah Fishman.  Photo by Silvio J. Pacifi co

BY ROBERT WIRSING
It is diffi cult to believe a 

decade has passed since Staff 
Sergeant Fire Fighter Chris-
tian Engeldrum, a Throggs 
Neck native, fought bravely 
in the Iraq War.   

Engeldrum, 39, was as-
signed to the Army National 
Guard 1st Battalion, 69th In-
fantry Regiment in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

On November 29, 2004, 
while his team’s Humvee was 
en route, a roadside impro-
vised explosive device was 
detonated and tore through 
their transport. Engeldrum 
and Private First Class Wil-
fredo Urbina, 29, perished in 
the heinous attack. He was 
buried in Arlington National 
Cemetery on December 10, 
2004. 

Originally, Engeldrum 
served as a New York City 
police offi cer for the 47th Pre-
cinct before joining Engine 
66, Ladder 61 in Co-op City. 

The Gulf War veteran re-
turned stateside after serv-

ing a stint in the Army from 
1986 to 1991 and continued 
his selfl ess work as a fi re-
fi ghter. He then reenlisted 
for another tour. 

During the September 
11th terrorist attacks on the 
World Trade Center, Engel-
drum and many other fi re-
fi ghters descended onto the 
horrifi c scene. Following the 
aftermath, he was seen with 
other fi refi ghters search-
ing for survivors amid the 
wreckage of twisted steel 
and concrete and was photo-
graphed in a scene at Ground 
Zero in which fi refi ghters 
hung a fl ag from a bent light 
pole.

“He was a great kid and 
he was one of the fi rst to fi nd 
the fl ag at Ground Zero and 
they later re-created that 
moment for a photograph,” 
explained Cathy Praino, En-
geldrum’s aunt. 

“He was always there for 
everybody.”     

“His family used to own a 
gas station on East Tremont 

Avenue and that was how I 
fi rst heard of Chris,” Eugene 
Lynch, Never Forget Foun-
dation president, said. 

“I worked for Engine 38, 
Ladder 51 and he worked for 
Engine 66, Ladder 61 and we 
worked quite often together 
over the years responding to 
different fi res. He was a very 
down-to-earth guy who was 
always willing to help out 
anyone he could.”

“We were all totally 
shocked when we heard of 
his death,” he added. “He 
was the fi rst fi refi ghter we 
lost since the Second World 
War.”

According to Lynch, the 
FDNY had lost 41 members 
and two civilians between 
World War I and World War 
II. Their fi rst causality was 
reported on September 17, 
1917 and prior to Engeldrum, 
the last was February 9, 
1945.

St. Benedict’s Church 
will hold a memorial Mass 
on Thursday, December 4 at 

10:30 a.m. honoring Engel-
drum and 43 other FDNY 
members. The service is 
open to the community and 
class ‘A’ attire is required.

“Cathy Praino is an active 
member of the parish and 
she came to me about holding 
this tenth anniversary Mass 
for Christian Engeldrum,” 
explained Father Stephen 
Norton. “I have spoken with 
Mr. Lynch and he has been 
very respectful in asking me 
if they may use the church to 
conduct the service.”

The Mass will include a 
bag pipe band and appear-
ances by members of the 
FDNY. Lynch said that there 
is much more still being 
planned for this upcoming 
memorial service.

“We’re trying to get the 
fi rehouses where these 44 
members worked to par-
ticipate by carrying fl ags in 
their honor,” he revealed. “I 
hope the community comes 
out to this memorial Mass 
to support Engeldrum’s fam-

ily as well as the other FDNY 
members that were lost in 
these wars.”

He is in the process of 
having Engeldrum’s unit, 
the Fighting 69th; Senator 
Jeffrey Klein; and Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto at-
tend the service.

“I don’t think people ever 

forget the sacrifi ce people 
have made in the military, 
police, fi re or ambulatory 
services,” expressed Fr. Nor-
ton. “Christian is the motiva-
tion behind this Mass, how-
ever the embracing of the 44 
FDNY members that served 
will bring the community to-
gether.”  

FDNY memorial Mass

SSGT FF Christian Engeldrum, along with 44 other FDNY members 
killed in the line of duty will be honored in a memorial Mass at St. 
Benedict’s Church. Photo courtesy of Sharon Engeldrum
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene, Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center

Rachael Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR277432 (1186594) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017

Frankie And Johnnie’s Pinr Tavern Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462
Wednesday, December 3, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern
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