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TN Shopping Center opens
Conitnued on page 53

Conitnued on page 53

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The festive grand open-

ing was held for the two-story 
Throggs Neck Shopping Cen-
ter, just in time for the holiday 
season.

The gala event on Thurs-
day, November 20 brought to-
gether dignitaries from all 
over the borough to celebrate 
the opening of the mall com-
plex, which is mostly occupied 
and has a Target as its anchor 
store. 

The site, the location of a 
repurposed U.S. Mail sorting 
facility, is one of a number of 

such transformed sites devel-
oped by Simone Development 
Companies in the borough. 

Members of the Simone 
team, including company 
president Joe Simone and 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
chairman Joseph Kelleher 
who is president of Simone 
Metro Properties, spoke at the 
opening. 

Simone hailed the 285,000 
square foot mall as being part 
of the “new Bronx.”

“This wonderful new retail 
center is yet another example 
of how Simone Development is 

helping to transform and revi-
talize the new Bronx with in-
novative commercial and re-
tail projects that create new 
jobs and boost the Bronx econ-
omy,” said Simone. 

He recognized partners 
Aaron Malinsky, of Curb-
cut Urban Partners, and Paul 
Slayton of Slayton Invest-
ments, for their involvement 
in the mall. 

Simone said that although 
it is hard to imagine today, 
the east Bronx had tradition-

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A company which sought 

to put transitional housing in 
Van Nest has pulled the plug 
on its plans following pro-
tests from the community, its 
CEO confi rmed.

Metro Safe Housing, 
which houses individuals 
referred by NYC Human 
Resources Administration 
in Emergency Placement 
Units at four locations in 
the Bronx, had expressed an 
intent to convert a 4-family 
home at 1632 Taylor Avenue 
into a transitional housing 
facility earlier this fall.

After the plan was brought 
to Community Board 11 in 
September, the Van Nest 
Neighborhood Alliance orga-
nized a protest. The residents 

adopted the slogan “Invest in 
families, not facilities,” to 
make their view known.

Members of the VNNA 
and residents of Taylor Ave-
nue told the Bronx Times in 
September that the neighbor-
hood is vulnerable, and they 
were concerned that the tem-
porary residents would bring 
more instability to the street. 
They were also concerned 
the company’s short track 
record—it was founded less 
than a year ago.

They brought these con-
cerns to a public hearing at 
CB 11 on Thursday, Novem-
ber 20.

“We are desperately try-
ing to build a critical mass 
of working families to better 
the community,” said Shar-

lene Jackson Mendez, VNNA 
member and Taylor Avenue 
resident. “This shelter un-
dermines that.”

Although Metro Safe 
Housing promised to screen 
potential residents, as well 
as address any issues in the 
neighborhood involving their 
residents, Jackson said she 
doesn’t trust that the com-
pany can follow through on 
those assurances.

“We can’t take that 
chance,” she said.

Other residents echoed 
Jackson’s concerns, af-
ter which the board unani-
mously voted to formally op-
pose the shelter at 1632 Taylor 
Avenue and send a letter ex-

Morris Park Kiwanis Club member Paula Angerame with Girl Scout 
Vanessa Giangregorio at St. Clare of Assisi’s annual Feeding Our 
Neighbors event on Saturday, November 22. St. Clare’s, the Home 
School Association, the Kiwanis Club, and local girl scout troops 
came together to pack up and distribute Thanksgiving meals to 
more than 200 needy families. See more photos on page 30.  
                Photo by Laura Stone
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED TURKEYS
carved & served w/gravy

12–16 Lbs. $65
18–22 Lbs. $80
24–28 Lbs. $100
30–36 Lbs. $125

APPETIZERS
12” 16”

Shrimp Cocktail $70 $120
Antipasta Platter $55 $85
Mozzarella & Tomato $40 $60

ENTREES
½ tray full

Sliced Roast Pork w/Gravy  $45 $70
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy $50 $80
Lasagna w/Meat $45 $85

SIDE DISHES
½ tray full

Stuffi ng w/Sausage  $35 $55
Roasted Potatoes $30 $50
Garlic Mashed Potatoes $30 $50
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows $35 $55
String Beans Almandine $40 $65
Fresh Cranberry Sauce $4.49/pint $7.99/quart
Turkey Gravy $3.49/pint $6.99/quartDESSERTS

10”

Pumpkin Pie $11.99
Apple Crumb Pie $11.99
Apple Pie $11.99
Coconut Custard Pie $11.99
Pecan Pie $11.99

718.828.9200
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see our full catering menu for more options

EVERY THURSDAY IS THANKSGIVING AT BARINO’S. 
COME SEE OUR SELECTION AND PICK UP YOUR HOLIDAY MENU.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Who says affordable hous-

ing can’t look unaffordable?
On Wednesday, November 

18, architectural and urban 
design fi rm RKTB proudly 
announced that an affordable 
housing project of theirs is 
now 100% occupied.

East Clarke Place Court, 
a two-building complex, one 
11-story building offering 73 
units located on 12 E. Clarke 
Place and one 13-story building 
featuring 33 units on 27 E. 169th 
Street, has vastly improved the 
lifestyle of its residents and the 
neighborhood, greatly exceed-
ing the standards of living that 
typical NYC affordable hous-
ing has to offer.

The complex located just 
north of Yankee stadium, 
which broke ground in Feb-
ruary 2012 and opened in Oc-
tober 2014, includes an out-
door courtyard - a rare asset 
for affordable housing, along 
with distinctive architecture, 
high-quality fi nishes and even 
energy-saving features, which 
will benefi t the growth of the 
complex and the community.

Each building also pro-

New housing complex looks unaffordable

vides a laundry room, a park-
ing garage and even offers a 
recreation room for tenants 
and a rental community fa-
cility. The outdoor space pro-
vides a clean, protected and 
safe environment for the resi-
dents.

“It’s important that people 
take pride in their neighbor-
hood, which was one of the 
main reasons behind this proj-
ect being built,” said Carmi 
Bee, design partner of RKTB. 

“With this new build-
ing complex, we intended to 

spread that awareness by cre-
ating a residential area that 
people could take pride in, as 
we also hope to contribute to 
an economic transformation 
of the Bronx and the way af-
fordable housing is built.”

With a collaborated effort 

from architectural and ur-
ban design fi rm RKTB and 
land developer YTM Ltd, and 
sponsorship from the NYC 
Housing Preservation and De-
velopment, this two-building 
complex was one of the fi rst 
projects to meet the criteria 
of the Enterprise Green Com-
munities program, which cre-
ates cost-effective, sustainable 
architecture for low-income 
families.

When YTM Ltd fi rst pur-
chased the development site, 
the goal was to bring as much 
affordable housing as possible 
to the south Bronx, while cre-
ating a project that could be 
well integrated into the neigh-
borhood.

“The atmosphere of the 
site is far different than typi-
cal affordable housing, which 
is usually access limited, with 
not a lot to offer ,” said Peter 
Bafi tis, managing partner of 
RKTB.

”This building complex is 
meant to be shared by resi-
dents of both buildings, cre-
ating a shared sense of com-
munity, contrary to typical 
affordable housing.”

East Clarke Place Court, the site of 12 East Clarke Place and 27 East 169th Street, a two-building affordable 
housing complex, is now 100% occupied. The developer boasts that it has changed the quality of life for its 
residents. Photo courtesy of Albert Vecerka
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NYC WORKS BETTER PAID SICK LEAVEwith

“Now staying home with
the flu won’t affect my 
paycheck.”

NYC’s Paid Sick Leave Law applies to most employees. Contact 311 or visit 

nyc.gov/PaidSickLeave for information or to file a complaint about an employer.

If you work in NYC for more than 80 hours a year, you can:

• Earn up to 40 hours of sick leave each year to care for 

yourself or a family member.

• Start using earned leave as of July 30, 2014.

@NYCDCA
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ALLEY CAT CAFE
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE

WE’RE SMOKIN’
DOWN THE ALLEY

TRY OUR DELICIOUS

BBQ FAVORITES!
 BRISKET
 CHICKEN
 ST. LOUIS RIBS
 SHORT RIBS

 PULLED PORK
 BURNT ENDS
 WINGS
 PORK CHOPS

OVER A DOZEN SIDES
TO CHOOSE FROM

BRISKET..............................
ST. LOUIS RIBS...................
PULLED PORK....................
PULLED CHICKEN...............
SALMON.............................
3LB CHICKENS...................
JUMBO WINGS...................
SIDES..................................

CATERING NOW AVAILABLE
ADD OUR FAVORITE DISHES TO YOUR HOLIDAY MEAL SELECTION

1/2 TRAYS & FULL TRAYS AVAILABLE!
$60/$120
$65/$130
$50/$100
$45/$90
$75/$150
5 FOR $40/10 FOR $80
40 COUNT $40 - 80 COUNT $80
$30/$60

CORN ON THE COB, MASH N’ GRAVY, MIXED GREEN SALAD, COLLARD GREENS, DIRTY RICE, BAKED POTATO, 
CINNAMON APPLE SAUCE, MAC N’ CHEESE*  *(ADD $20/$40 FOR MAC N’ CHEESE)

ALSO 1-FOOT, 3-FOOT & 5-FOOT SANDWICHES & PLATTERS

ALLEY CAT CAFE
CATERING MENU

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK * FULL SERVICE BAR
CRAFT BEERS - HAPPY HOUR 3PM TO 7PM MON- SAT

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED

TAKE OUT & FREE DELIVERY
15 FAMILY PLANS TO CHOOSE FROM

SEE OUR COMPLETE MENU @ ALLEYCATCAFEBRONXBBQ.COM

SUNDAY BRUNCH 11AM TO 4 PM
COMPLIMENTARY MIMOSA, BLOODY MARY,BLOODY MARIA OR LAZY LEMONADE

FABULOUS FRIDAY NIGHT KARAOKE 10PM TO 1AM

Councilman Ritchie Torres addressed students from the Roosevelt Educational Campus in 
Fordham at his announcement of a joint effort with Generation Citizen to better involve 
Bronx youth in local politics on Friday, November 14. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
One local councilman is making 

youth civic engagement a priority.
Councilman Ritchie Torres, who 

represents the central Bronx, is 
pushing for young people to get in-
volved in the political processes in 
order to give the youth a voice and 
combat low voter turnout rates.

Torres sponsored a successful 
city council resolution to allow 16 
and 17 year-olds to join community 
boards, which was passed into law 
this summer.

He has also began Participatory 
Budgeting in Council District 15, 
a process that allows community 
residents to propose, develop and 
then select projects for City Council 
Capital funding. Torres is trying to 
bring young people into that process 
as well.

“Youth civic engagement is who 
I am, it’s what I value,” said Torres, 
who at 26 is the youngest current 
city councilmember. His interest in 
government began as a teen, when 
he acted as ‘district manager for a 
day’ in Community Board 10.

As part of his mission to encour-
age youth participation, Torres is 
partnering with educational group 
Generation Citizen, which teaches 
students about the political process 
through practice. Torres has allo-
cated $10,000 to Generation Citizen 
to increase their capacity to place 
volunteers in and partner with 
schools across the city.

Torres announced the partner-
ship on Friday, November 14t at the 
Theodore Roosevelt Educational 
Campus, speaking to a group of stu-
dents from Belmont Preparatory 
Academy, Bronx High School for 
Law and Community Service, and 
Fordham High School for the Arts, 
whose classes have participated in 

Councilman Ritchie Torres 
prioritizes youth engagement

Generation Citizen’s programs.
Generation Citizen places ‘De-

mocracy coaches’ from nearby col-
leges—in this case Fordham Uni-
versity—to co-teach a semester long 
civics curriculum that emphasizes 
taking action locally, said Sarah An-
des, Generation Citizen’s NYC site 
director. 

The classes discuss issues in the 
student’s community, pick one that 
is important to them, and then de-
velop a plan to address it. 

Issues have included the need for 
security cameras in public housing 
and pedestrian safety. 

In their quest to address the prob-
lem, the students learn how the vari-
ous levels of local government work.

“Ultimately, we want young peo-
ple to understand how to inform the 
political process, believe they have 
a voice, and know how to use that 
voice productively,” said Andes. “We 
believe when we get a broader popu-
lation of people engaged, our democ-
racy will be stronger because of it.”

Students who have experienced 
Generation Citizen in their class-
rooms spoke highly of the experi-
ence and the program’s mission at 
the announcement.

“It teaches us skills to go out and 
do, not just listen, “said Belmont 
Preparatory Academy student Pet-
ula Stanislas about the program. “I 
feel a sense of pride my peer and I 
are taking part in a greater cause.”

“We are united in the under-
standing that young people engaged 
in the community through the po-
litical process can only result in a 
positive outcome,” said Bronx High 
School of Law and Civics student 
Kyara Beaty. 

“Leaders are born when you al-
low youth to express themselves,” 
she added.
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IS IT EBOLA?

Bill de Blasio 
Mayor
Mary T. Bassett, MD, MPH 
Commissioner

New York City is taking aggressive  

steps to ensure the health and safety  

of all New Yorkers.

If you believe that you have been a 

victim of discrimination because you are 

African, were in Africa, or because others 

believe you have Ebola, call 311 to contact 

the NYC Commission on Human Rights.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  
visit nyc.gov/ebola

You can ONLY get Ebola from direct contact with 
the body fluids (blood, vomit, urine, feces, sweat) 
of a person sick with Ebola or who died of Ebola.

If you or a loved one visited West Africa and get 
sick WITHIN 21 days, call 911.

You will be seen right away regardless of ability to 
pay. The hospital staff will not ask you about your 
immigration status.
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E. Share your ideas for 

improving  Seabury 
Playground:
East Bronx Academy for the Future 
1716 Southern Blvd, Bronx, NY  
December 2, 2014
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

The Community Parks Initiative is  
investing in neighborhood parks that  
need it most. NYC Parks will rebuild  
parks, upgrade playgrounds, improve  
green spaces and more. To learn more  
or get involved, email Ciara Gannon at 
ciara.gannon@parks.nyc.gov.

www.nyc.gov/parks

Free to 
Attend!

Yellow Taxi Driver
Job Fair

Get on the road 
to a new career!
Become a 

Yellow Taxi driver in 
New York City.

RSVP:  Visit http://tlcdriverfair.eventbrite.com to sign up 

When:  Thursday, December 4, 2014, 10 am to 4 pm

Where:  Brooklyn Bridge Marriott
                333 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461
FREE FAST DELIVERY

F: 718 597-4995 
T: 718 597-4992 

T: 718 597-4993 
T: 718 597-4994

FIND US ON:

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue Bronx NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 

Birth Announcement  

Carol Shimansky, of Mor-
ris Park, sends her congratu-
lations to her daughter Juli-
ana and son-in-law Nick on 
the birth of their son, Sam-

uel Lorenzo Barra. 

Samuel was born on Tues-
day, September 30 at 12:08 
p.m. weighing seven pounds 
and three ounces. He was 19 
and a half inches. 

We, along with his parents, 
could not be more excited and 
so in love with our newest ad-
dition to the family. He is truly 
a blessing from God. We Love 
you Sam. God bless you and 
keep you safe always. Love all 
your grandparents, aunts, un-
cles, cousins.

Samuel Lorenzo Barra

Assemblyman Michael 
R. Benedetto officially 
kicks off the holiday sea-
son in Throggs Neck with 
a Christmas tree lighting 
ceremony on Sunday, De-
cember 7, at 5 p.m.  The 
ceremony will take place 
at DeRosa and O’Boyle 
Triangle at the intersec-
tion of Tremont Avenue 
and Dewey Avenue. 

The event will be high-
lighted by a visit from 
Santa, who will be trans-
ported from the North 
Pole to the ceremony. 

The Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association 
will join the assembly-
man at the festivities and 
distribute toys to the first 
600 children.  

They will also sponsor 
free pictures with Santa 
Claus after the tree light-
ing ceremony. 

The pictures can be ob-
tained online the week af-

Christmas tree 
lighting Dec. 7th

ter the event.  
Children will get hot 

chocolate and chocolate 
chip cookies while sup-
plies last.

Also adding to the en-
joyment of the festivities 
will be Sister Anne Kelly 
and the Saint Benedict 
Children’s Choir who will 
sing Christmas carols 
and lead spectators in a 
sing-a-long.

“This will be a delight-
ful start to the holiday sea-
son, and I want to thank 
everyone who is working 
so hard to make it a suc-
cess: Sister Anne and the 
St. Benedict’s Choir, the 
Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association, the NYC 
Parks Department and, of 
course, Santa Claus.  The 
entire community is in-
vited to attend, and I look 
forward to seeing every-
one,” concluded Assem-
blyman Benedetto.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOV. 28-DEC. 4, 2014 9  BTR

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local historian may soon 

get a street near his Throggs 
Neck home named in his honor 
- becoming a part of Bronx his-
tory. 

A street corner co-naming 
for Bill Twomey, the author of 
nine books on the borough’s 
history, edged closer to becom-
ing a reality as Community 
Board 10’s full board voted 
unanimously in favor of a 
street overlay at the northeast 
corner of Revere Avenue and 
Dill Place in his honor. 

The vote by CB 10 on Thurs-
day, November 20 came on the 
heals of the measure being ap-
proved by the Municipal Ser-
vices Committee on Tuesday, 
November 18. 

“He spent years document-
ing the history of the northeast 
Bronx and he should be remem-
bered for that effort because it 
aided people in understanding 
where they are from,” said CB 
10 district manager Kenneth 

Bill Twomey street 
naming moves ahead

Kearns.
Kearns added: “You have to 

know where you are from be-
fore you go forward. He did a 
wonderful job, he was widely 
respected, and we were hon-
ored to do this. He was an im-
portant person.” 

Now that the community 
board advisory vote has been 
secured, Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca will proceed with the 
legislation. t

Twomey lived from 1980 un-
til his passing in June on Re-
vere Avenue at the corner of 
Dill Place. 

Twomey was a life-long 
Throggs Neck resident, accord-
ing to a biography provided by 
the Huntington Free Library 
for CB 10’s consideration. 

Vacca said that he already 
has a bill pending before the 
City Council to impart this 
honor. 

“I knew Bill Twomey - it has 
to be 25 or 30 years,” said Vacca. 
“So, I am going to advocate 

strongly for the bill. I think he 
and John McNamara were re-
ally known as the Bronx histo-
rians. He had a special feel for 
this borough and especially for 
Throggs Neck, where he lived, 
and his contributions were re-
ally so numerous.”

Twomey was at event after 
event in the borough, research-
ing Bronx history and impart-
ing knowledge of the borough 
to civic associations and com-
munity groups, the council-
man said. 

“I think naming a street 
in Twomey’s honor will make 
him a part of our Bronx his-
tory,” said Vacca. “In perpetu-
ity, a street-renaming does that 
and I think Bill is very worthy 
of that honor.” 

Twomey was the author of 
over 1,000 articles from 1983 un-
til 2012 about Bronx history for 
his Do You Remember column 
in the Bronx Times Reporter. 
His articles are currently be-
ing reprinted. 

Twomey had a career with 
Con Edison, and was a member 
of St. Frances de Chantal Par-
ish and its Holy Name Society, 
on the boards of the Throggs 
Neck Home Owners and the 
Throggs Neck Volunteer Am-
bulance Corps, as well as a 
trustee at the Huntington Free 
Library for around a decade. 

He was also the founder in 
2005 and president emeritus 
of the Bronx History Forum, 
whose current president, Rich 
Vitacco, presented the case for 
the honor at the board meeting 
on November 20. 

Vitacco said that Twomey’s 

work will live on through his 
books, which are available at 
Barnes & Noble in Bay Plaza, 
and his columns. He had been 
carrying a petition to have 
a street named in Twomey’s 
honor to local community 
groups, he said. 

He said that the he and the 
forum would like to thank the 
Throggs Neck Home Owners 
and its president Lynn Gerbino, 
and the Waterbury LaSalle 
Community Association and 
its board member Mary Jane 
Musano, for their support of 
the street co-naming proposal. 

(l-r) The late Bill Twomey with Rich Vitacco, and Tom Vasti at the East 
Bronx History Forum. Twomey was president emeritus of the forum at 
the time of his passing. File Photo

This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our Customer Services number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 
8 A.M. – 8 P.M. After 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays: 24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560. Esta información está disponible gratuitamente en otros 
idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro Servicio de Atención al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro número TTY 711, para personas con problemas auditivos, 
lunes – sábado, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. Después de las 8 P.M., domingos y días festivos: Servicios de Recepción de Llamada para Asistencia Médica: 1.800.442.2560. 
MetroPlus (HMO, HMO SNP) is a Health Plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewel. This event will include sales 
presentations about all MetroPlus Medicare Advantage Plans. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons 
with special needs at sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M – 8 P.M. H0423_MKT1260v2 File&Use 10242014

The only Medicare plan backed by HHC, the nation’s largest public health system. 

Come to a free seminar!
October 15 – December 7 is your chance to enroll in or switch your Medicare plan for 2015. 
Don’t miss out! We’ll answer all your questions.

Morrisania D&T Center Segundo Ruiz Belvis D&T Center Lincoln Hospital

1225 Gerard Avenue
The Bronx

2nd Floor, Room 214
Wednesday, December 3

11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

545 East 142nd Street
The Bronx

3rd Floor, Medical Library
Thursday, December 4
11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

234 East 149th Street
The Bronx

1st Floor, Conference Room 3
Friday, December 5

11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

For additional locations near you, call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711
Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8 A.M. – 8 P.M. 

After 8 P.M., Sundays & Holidays: 24/7 Medical Answering Service: 
1.800.442.2560

metroplusmedicare.org
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ADDRESS IN BRONX COUNTY        DESCRIPTION                STARTING BID
 
744 Edison Avenue         2 Family House                $390,000
1719 Wallace Avenue         1 Family House                $235,000
1273 Rosedale Avenue                           1 Family House                $280,000
3244 Fish Avenue         1 Family House                $305,000
111 Park Place, Brooklyn, NY, 11217       3 Family Brownstone            $2,425,000
 
NOTE: All Properties Are Unoccupied

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF BRONX COUNTY

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
MONDAY DECEMBER 8, 2014

BIDDER REGISTRATION TO START AT 9:30 AM
AUCTION TO START AT 10:30 AM

851 Grand Concourse, Room 406; Bronx, NY

All Property Is and Will Be Sold As-Is In All respects.  All Prospective Bidders Must Pre-Qualify 
By Presenting, Prior To the Start of the Auction, a Bank or Certified Deposit Check for 10% 
of the Property’s Starting Bid and Made Payable to “THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR of BRONX 
COUNTY.”  The Deposit of the Winning Bidder Will Be Retained as a Non-Refundable Contract 
Down-payment That Will Be Forfeited and Negotiated On Behalf of the Seller If the Winning Bid-
der Fails to Immediately Execute a Contract of Sale in the Form That Will Provided by the Public 
Administrator. 

Sales are ALL CASH with NO MORTGAGE CONTINGENCY
Closing Within 60 days, and With Time of the Essence Benefitting the Seller Only.  Further 

Terms, Conditions and Limitations are set forth in both the Public Administrator’s Form Contract 
of Sale and also in the Terms and Conditions of Sale, and Will Be Stated Orally Prior to the Auc-
tion.  The Public Administrator Reserves the Right to Withdraw Any Property and Reject Any Bid 
Without Notice. 

The Available Properties Will Be Open for Walk-throughs on November 29th & 30th, 2014 
and December 6th, 2014, From 11AM to 4 PM each day.  Beginning on December 1, 2014, Form 
Contracts of Sale and the Terms and Conditions of Sale, and Title Reports and Property Detail 
Sheets as to the Available Properties, will be available for viewing at the Office of the Public 
Administrator of Bronx County, located at 851 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY, 10451, Room 336.

44th PCT.
Sunday, Nov. 15, 8:44 a.m. — Police 

responded to a male under at the 167th 
Street and Grand Concourse station on the 
“D” line. Upon arrival, officers discovered a 
61-year-old unconscious and unresponsive 
male on the tracks with severe body trau-
ma. Preliminary investigation revealed that 
the victim was pushed onto the roadbed in 
front of the incoming southbound “D” train 
and was pronounced DOA at the scene. 
The unknown perpetrator fled the scene 
onto the street. Kevin Darden, 34, was lat-
er arrested and charged with murder.

 Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2:20 p.m. — A sus-
pect got into a verbal dispute with the vic-
tim, a 26 year-old male, and shot him one 
time in the leg. The victim was transported 
to Lincoln Hospital in stable condition.

45th PCT.
Thursday, Nov. 13, 10:21 p.m. — A 

male suspect exposed himself to the 21 
year-old female victim on a southbound 
“6” train as it approached the Westchester 
Square Station.

49th PCT.
Saturday, Nov. 22, 9:45 p.m.  — The 

suspect stabbed the 20-year-old male vic-
tim in his head one time with a knife in-
side 640 Adee Avenue.  The victim was 
removed to an area hospital in critical con-
dition.  The suspect is described as fol-
lows: Angel Rivera, Male, White Hispanic, 
21 years-old, brown eyes, brown hair, light 
complexion, approximately 5’5”, approxi-
mately 130lbs.

50th PCT.
Monday, November 24, 3:15 a.m.  — 

Police responded to a 911 call of a motor 
vehicle accident on the northbound Ma-
jor Deegan Expressway near exit 11, West 
230 Street, within the confines of the 50 
Precinct. Upon arrival, police determined 
that a Ford Explorer had struck a tree to 
the right of the roadway. EMS responded 
to the scene and pronounced the 35-year-
old male operator of the vehicle DOA at the 
scene. There were no other occupants in-
side of the vehicle and no other vehicles in-
volved.

What if We Could 
����������Aging? 

�� Albert Einstein College of Medicine is conducting a clinical research 
study evaluating the possible �����������	
effects of metformin, a 
drug commonly used to treat diabetes 

�� You may qualify for the study if you are older than 60, are in good 
health, and at risk of developing diabetes (without diabetes diagnosis) 

�� Eligible Participants receive ��
�������
for study completion  

We aren’t there yet but doctors and scientists at Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine are working hard to uncover the keys to healthy aging. 

Call: 718-405-8271 
Email: MILES@einstein.yu.edu 

Overview 
�� 5 study visits over 15 weeks 
�� Volunteers will take metformin or     

placebo for 6 weeks each 

Study Procedures 
�� Blood and Urine Tests 
�� Tissue sampling of muscle and fat 

1575 Blondell Avenue, Suite 200 Bronx, NY 10461 
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MLD Mortgage Inc. d/b/a The Money Store®  1900 Hempstead Turnpike, Suite 206, East Meadow, NY  11554, 516.227.2500  NMLS# 1019  Licensed by the NJ Department 
of Banking License# 9917842. Licensed by the NY Banking Department License# B500824. Not all applicants may qualify. Some products may not be available in all states. 
Program, rates, terms and conditions apply. All rights reserved. Equal Opportunity Lender.  See www.themoneystore.com/statelicensing for state licensing information. 
www.mnlsconsumeraccess.org and www.themoneystore.com/privacy-policy

®
A Trusted Mortgage Brand For Over 40 Years

For over 40 years, The Money Store name has been synonymous with mortgage 
lending. As a Direct Lender we can offer rates among the lowest in the country 
and our in-house processing assures the quickest possible turnaround times.  
Superior customer service is our building block, we don’t just sell mortgages, 
we build relationships.

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY
Before Mortgage Rates Go Up

Save $1,000 with every 
loan you close with me!

Amrish Dias
Senior Loan Offi cer 

(NMLS# 65714)

Offi ce:  800.895.9976
Cell:     516.860.6238
Fax:      866.219.4347

Adias@themoneystore.com

WE HAVE THE LOWERST PRICES AROUND

CROSBY PET CENTER
CROSBY PET CENTER

$5.00 OFF
ANY FULL PET GROOMING

CROSBY PET CENTER

10% OFF
ANY STORE PURCHASE

MON-FRI 

WWW.CROSBYPETCENTER.NET

& CAT TREATS!

LEASHES & COLLARS

SWEATERS & COATS

WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

 

GROOMING SPECIAL!

$10 OFF
Tropical
Fish and

Fish Tanks

We do

and
Maintenance

BLACK FRIDAY SPECIAL! 

ONE WEEK ONLY!

$300 OFF
PLUS

$100 OF FREE
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES AND 
DEADLINES: A copy of The Bronx Times 
Reporter Advertising Rates is available on request. 
Display deadline is the Friday prior to publication. 
Camera ready copy deadline is the Monday preced-
ing publication.
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES: To place a Classi-
fi ed Ad call (718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to 
publication.
LEGAL NOTICE DEADLINES: For Legal 
Advertising call (718) 260-4595 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Readers are 
encouraged to send us their viewpoints. Name and 
address must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, not 
exceeding 200 words.
NEWS ITEMS: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 260-4597 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
AROUND TOWN: Announcements of birth-
days, weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
published. All announcements must be mailed to 
the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 E. Tremont Ave., 
Bronx, NY 10461,  before the Friday preceding  
publication. No phone calls please.
COMMUNITY CALENDAR: Civic organiza-
tions, churches, synagogues and special interest 
groups can have their special event dates announced 
free of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
Friday preceding publication.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Yearly subscriptions 
are $15, 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. Out 
of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Any problems or 
inquiries regarding a present subscription must 
be accompanied by the mailing label from your 
newspaper showing complete name, address and 
subscription number (top left corner).

Copyright © 2014  by BRONX TIMES RE-
PORTER, INC. All rights reserved. Neither this 
newspaper nor any part thereof may be reproduced, 
copied or transmitted in any form, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, microfi lm-
ing, recording or by an information retrieval 
system without the express written permission 
of the publisher.

This copyright is extended to the design  and 
text created for advertisements. Reproduction of said 
advertisement or any part thereof without the express 
written permission of BRONX TIMES REPORTER, 
INC. is strictly prohibited.
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Support the
local shops

Dear editor,
 Why not continue partici-

pating beyond the annual na-
tional Small Business Satur-
day on November 29?  Do the 
same as often as you can dur-
ing the other 364 days a year. 

Skip the national chain 
stores annual Black Friday 
Madness, which now starts 
earlyThursday night at most 
big box large retail stores.  
Only PC Richards puts aside 
fi nancial greed in favor of al-
lowing their employees to 
stay home with family and is 
closed. 

Stay home and enjoy your 
Thanksgiving meal with 
friends and family. Get a good 
nights sleep and instead come 
out and support small busi-
ness by shopping local.  In 
these diffi cult economic times, 
it is especially important to 
patronize your neighborhood 
businesses. There are so many 
great options to choose from.

Remember these people 
are our neighbors. They work 
long hours, pay taxes and pro-
vide local employment. If we 
don’t patronize our local com-
munity stores and restaurants 
to shop and eat, they don’t eat 
either.

Please join me and your 
neighbors in continuing to 
support the Bronx Times and 
Bronx Times Reporter. Pa-
tronize their advertisers; they 
provide the necessary reve-
nues to help keep them in busi-
ness. Let them know you saw 
their ad. This helps keep our 
neighbors employed and the 
local economy growing.

Larry Penner

Dear editor,
Regina Marengo’s rank is 

captain in the US Navy, not 
full commander, as stated in 
last week’s article and photo 
about the P.S. 108 Veterans 
Day celebration.

Carl J. Cannizzaro

Rank change

Dear editor,
Holiday time can be great 

fun, but it can also be like 
the wild wild west.  The holi-
days are a time of celebra-
tion, which is normally ac-
companied by plenty of food 
and drink.  Temptations are 
great and many people, who 
throughout the rest of the year 
would normally show some re-
straint, tend to eat and drink 
to excess.”

 Enjoy this festive season 
without overdoing it by follow-
ing these tips:

Holiday
temptations

 • Don’t starve yourself all 
day in preparation for a big 
holiday feast. Eating normally 
before you head to a party will 
help reduce the amount of im-
pulse eating and drinking you 
do. A pre-party turkey sand-
wich on wholegrain bread, 
for example, will set the right 
course for you.

• Go for the veggies (taking 
it easy on the dips) and fruits, 
rather than the hors d’oeuvres, 
which are often high in fat and 
calories. Nuts, pretzels, cheese 
and crackers are okay when 
consumed in moderation.

• Drinks are a minefi eld 
of empty calories. Stay away 
from the eggnog, and drink al-
cohol in moderation. Seltzer or 
sparkling mineral water with 
a generous splash of pineap-
ple, cranberry or orange juice 
and a fruit garnish is a good 
alternative.

• Desserts are often deadly. 
Instead, go for the biscotti, 
sorbets and fresh fruits. You 
can indulge yourself with one 
or two pieces of chocolate or 
holiday cookies – just don’t eat 
a half dozen.

• Proteins are your friends 
– they burn slower, longer, and 
fi ll you up. Go for the plain 
meat kebobs, satays, sushi, 
etc. Stay away from creams 
and fried items.

• Walk as much as you can 
during your holiday party ex-
cursions. Take the stairs in-
stead of the elevators, window 
shop in the city, and check out 
holiday displays. All these ac-
tivities burn more calories and 
keep your metabolism high so 
you eat less at parties.

• Know when to say enough 
is enough and when to leave 
the party. And, make sure 
no one leaves the party and 
drives after drinking alco-
hol.  This time of year there 
is always an increase in seri-
ous car accidents and DWIs.  
During the Christmas period, 
for example, an average of 45 
fatalities involving an alco-
hol-impaired driver occurred 
each day – compared to a daily 
average of 36 the rest of the 
year – with the number soar-
ing to 54 per day over the New 
Year’s holiday.

• Remember to stay properly 
hydrated, take your prescrip-
tion medications and vitamin 
supplements as directed, and 
continue to exercise.

You can enjoy holiday par-
ties, and not feel like you’re 
missing out on anything, Just 
use common sense and keep 

Dear editor,
Holiday cheer and merry-

making may be everywhere 
this time of year, but for thou-
sands grieving the loss of a 
loved one, the holiday season 
can be an emotional mine-
fi eld. And there’s no road map 
for easy navigation.

Take charge of your holi-
day season. Anticipating the 
holiday, especially if it’s the 
fi rst one without a cherished 
family member, can be worse 
than the actual holiday. Take 
charge of your holiday plans, 
and map out how you will 
spend your time. This can 
help relieve anxiety. 

Make plans. Plan to spend 
the holidays where you feel 
nurtured, emotionally safe, 
and comfortable. 

Find sustenance for the 
soul. Your church, synagogue, 
mosque or other faith com-
munity may offer services, 
resources, and support net-
works for the bereaved. You 
may want to look for a sup-
port group for people who are 
grieving and have suffered a 
similar loss. 

Don’t be afraid to change 
your holiday traditions. Some 
traditions may be a comfort, 
while others can cause pain. 
Consider which traditions to 
keep, and which ones to forego 
this year. Do not feel like you 
have to do something because 
you have always done it that 
way.

Include your lost loved one 
in gift-giving. Give a gift on 
behalf of your loved one to 
someone else. Consider mak-
ing a donation to a charity in 
memory of your loved one. 

Create a tribute. Light a 
candle, display a favorite pho-
tograph, or set a place at the 
dinner table to represent the 
missing loved one. Consider 

Coping with 
grief

writing a letter to your loved 
one about the holidays and 
your special memories with 
that person.

Be gentle with yourself. Re-
alize that familiar traditions, 
sights, smells and even tastes, 
may be comforting, or may 
jolt your emotions. This is the 
time of year when you need to 
be careful with your emotions 
and listen to yourself.

Attend holiday functions if 
you can. Consider attending 
holiday parties and events, 
especially if you’ll be able to 
spend time with supportive 
family members and friends. 
Make an escape plan in case 
the event is more than you can 
handle. If you think a holiday 
gathering might be more than 
you can bear, it is ok to stay 
home.

Don’t pretend you haven’t 
experienced a loss. Imagin-
ing that nothing has hap-
pened does not make the pain 
of losing a loved one go away, 
nor does it make the holidays 
easier to endure. Even though 
holiday memories may be 
painful, they can be comfort-
ing. It is ok to talk with oth-
ers about what you have lost 
and what the holidays mean 
to you.

Pay attention to your 
health. It’s often diffi cult for 
people who have experienced 
a recent loss to sleep. Make 
sure you get regular rest and 
drink lots of water. Do not 
over-indulge in sweets or alco-
hol. If you feel overwhelmed, 
talk with your medical care 
provider.

Express your feelings. Bot-
tling up your feelings may add 
to distress, not lessen it. To ex-
press your feelings, use your 
creativity to write a poem, 
talk with a supportive friend, 
create a painting, or pen a 
journal entry.

Share your holiday season 
with someone else. There are 
many lonely people who might 
like to experience the holiday 
season alongside someone 
else. Consider volunteering 
with a local charity or soup 
kitchen, inviting a neighbor 
for a special holiday meal or 
including others in your holi-
day activities.

For more tips on dealing 
with grief during the holi-
days, go to the TAPS website 
at www.taps.org and look for 
our holiday survival guide. 

The Tragedy Assistance 

Program for Survivors 

(TAPS) 

everything in moderation.
Dr. Ernest Patti

St. Barnabas Hospital
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LG Bundle: Ends 1/8/15, while promo supplies last, subject to change. Pricing may vary in other channels. Smartphone req’s purchase via 2-yr agmt or AT&T Next
 SM

 installment agmt & qual. plans w/voice & data. Tablet req’s purchase via
2-yr agmt & qual. plan w/data. If phone returned w/in 14 days w/o tablet, you will be charged $149. Devices must be purchased together. May not be combinable w/other credits, discounts & offers. 2-yr Agmt: Credit approval req’d. Activ.
/upgrade fee up to $40/line. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, up to $325. Bill Credit: Requires porting an eligible number to AT&T from another carrier. New lines only, excludes upgrades. Must purchase a new
smartphone via an AT&T Next

 SM

 installment agmt & activate a new qual. postpaid line of wireless service. Excludes GoPhone,® Lifeline, Residential Wireless, and select discounted plans. Must be active & in good standing for 45 days. Credit rec’d w/in
3 bill cycles. May not be combinable w/other credits, discounts and offers. AT&T Next

 SM

 : Tax due at sale. If wireless service is cancelled, remaining device balance is due. Limit four financed devices per consumer wireless account may apply.
Avail. at select locations only. Visit att.com/next for details. Return/Restocking: Restocking fee up to $35 may apply. Subject to Wireless Customer Agmt. Coverage and svc. not avail. everywhere. Other restr’s apply & may result in svc.
termination. Offer, terms, and pricing subject to change. Sales tax based on price of unactivated equip. Screen images simulated. ©2014 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. All other marks used herein are the property of their respective
owners.

*Smartphone req’s purchase via 2-yr wireless agmt or AT&T
Next

 SM

 installment agmt and qual. svc. activation. Tablet
req’s purchase via 2-yr wireless agmt and qual. svc.
activation. See bundle req. below.
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
When a body was found in 

a blazing abandoned car a few 
months ago along Allerton Av-
enue the local merchants knew 
they had to do something fast 
to clean up this problem area. 

Councilman Ritchie Tor-
res, Allerton International 
Merchants Association, and 
residents are leading an effort 
to help secure an alleyway, 
which is crime plagued.

The alleyway, between 
Cruger and Holland avenues 
has a notorious past  for being 
a breeding ground for crimi-
nal activity. 

The unpaved site has been 
used for public urination, trash 
dumping, graffi ti  and as a lo-
cation for lurking muggers to 
operate from. Many people are 
afraid to walk by  this location.  

This past March 11, Aller-
ton authorities discovered a 
burning car parked at this lo-
cation with a body in the back-
seat. It was revealed the ho-
micide occurred somewhere 
within the 47th Precinct’s ju-
risdiction and the victim was 
disposed at this notorious lo-
cation.

Allerton Avenue alleyway cleanup
“This is when we started 

addressing this issue,” re-
vealed Gene DeFrancis, Aller-
ton International Merchants 
Association director. 

“This location has been the 
cause of some previous con-
cern such as drug use and sev-
eral cases of undocumented 
workers being dragged inside 
the vacant area and mugged.”

“The neighborhood is great 
and everyone knows the area,” 
added DeFrancis. 

“There are two issues with 
the alley, fi rst it is an eyesore 
and it’s unsafe and the second 
is that it is unpaved. 

“We would like to see the 
rehabilitation of the alleyway. 
There are talks of putting up 
a gate, paving the street, and 
installing cameras and lights 
there.”

Jeremy Warneke, dis-
trict manager of Community 
Board 11 said that he has spo-
ken with the city Buildings 
Department in regards to this 
on-going issue.

“Nothing’s been formally 
done yet, but you got to give 
Councilman Torres and Gene 
credit for pushing on this,” 

said Warneke.     
Assembly Mark Gjnoaj has 

also addressed this matter.
“My priority is safety. It’s 

not well-lit and it’s a concern 
to the safety of residents and 
visitors of Allerton Avenue as 
well as the property owners of 
the housing community,” ex-
plained the assemblyman. 

“In the past, we have had 
crimes and other negative 
infl uences in this area and 
we seek to put an end to this 
trend. This is a proactive ap-
proach for our community.”

Senator Ruth Hassell-
Thompson has also been sup-
portive of efforts to eliminate 
this danger, said a senior 
staffer.

Though the effort may still 
be in its early stages, many 
have already lent their full 
support. However, they still 
need more help. 

Anyone looking to partici-
pate can also attend the mer-
chant meetings that are held 
every fi rst Tuesday of the 
month at the Sanz Boutique 
Hall located at 815 Allerton 
Avenue or email allertonmer-
chants@gmail.com.

The alleyway between Cruger and Holland avenues in Allerton where a 
burning car with a body inside was discovered this past March. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx Park East Community Association
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650 FREE 
PARKING SPACES!

COME SHOPPING FOR GREAT VALUES

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT  
LAFAYETTE AVE. & BRUSH AVE. 

ALONGSIDE HUTCHINSON RIVER PARKWAY

GRAND OPENING
OF THE NEW

THROGGS NECK
SHOPPING CENTER
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The Care You Need to Live Well at Home

An AgeWell New York Personal Care Manager works with you to create an 
individualized Plan of Care. You will have choices and flexibility, 

and all the services you need to live safely and comfortably in your home. 
Joining AgeWell New York improves your health care coverage and services… 

and you DO NOT lose any of your regular Medicaid or Medicare benefits!

A New York State Authorized Medicaid Managed Long Term Care Plan

For eligibility and enrollment:
Toll Free 1-866-586-8044   TTY/TDD 1-800-662-1220

www.agewellnewyork.com   info@agewellnewyork.com

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Santa Claus is coming to town -  

Throggs Neck that is! 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 

and the Throggs Neck Merchants Asso-
ciation, along with help from a host of 
community leaders and organizations, 
will hold an annual Christmas tree 
lighting at DeRosa O’Boyle Triangle 
(across from the Throggs Neck Library) 
on Sunday, December 7 from about 4 
p.m. until roughly 8 p.m. 

Benedetto has graciously thrown 
the festive holiday party again this 
year, providing a Christmas tree and a 
stage that should see the likes of carol-
ers from St. Benedict Church, a deejay 
playing holiday songs, and a visit from 
Saint Nick himself. 

About 1,000 toys, courtesy of the 
Throggs Neck Merchants Association, 
will be given out to community chil-
dren. Photos with Santa Claus will be 
available for each child two days after 
the event on the Throggs Neck Mer-
chants’ wesbite, www.throggsneckmer-
chants.com. 

“It is a nice event and certainly the 
Throggs Neck merchants have been 
wonderful and very generous in their 
addition to the festivities of the day,” 
said Benedetto, adding that after TNMA 
asked to be involved in the event several 
years ago, it grew. 

Throggs Neck Xmas Tree Lighting

A group of children enjoy the Throggs Neck Christmas Tree lighting in a recent year. File photo

“We have generally several hundred 
parents and children at the event want-
ing to see Santa Claus and to have their 
picture taken with Santa,” said the as-
semblyman. “It is a real nice family 
event and a great beginning to the holi-
day in Throggs Neck.”  

After an on-stage ceremony and cho-
ral performances, children and parents 
will form a line and St. Nicholas will be 
brought in by the Edgewater Park Vol-
unteer Fire Hose Company. 

Coordinating the event for the 
Throggs Neck Merchants Associa-
tion, the organization’s treasurer John 
Cerini, stressed the long history of the 
event going back years when the Menna 
family, who ran a butcher shop on E. 
Tremont Avenue, coordinated the event 

along with the siting assemblymen from 
Throggs Neck. 

About eight years ago, the mer-
chants association got involved, and 
raised money for Santa to give gifts to 
the children, he said. 

He spoke about the generosity he 
sees in the community as different or-
ganizations and people rally together to 
make the event a great one. 

“This is really such a celebration 
and a collaboration,” he said, adding 
that he expects a crowd somewhere in 
the ballpark of a thousand people. 

He added that he felt that he had to 
give praise to many people who helped 
the effort, including: A1 Distributors 
which will be providing the hot chocolate 
at the event, deejay Family Affair that 

will provide recorded Christmas carols, 
Sister Anne Kelly of St. Benedict’s choir, 
the Edgewater Park Volunteer Hose 
Company, the Throggs Neck Volunteer 
Fire Department, about 40 student vol-
unteers from Preston and Herbert H. 
Lehman high schools, and many others. 
   Benedetto said that there will also be 
a blessing for by clergy from St. Bene-
dict’s. 

The merchants group also raised 
about $25,000 for holiday lights for East 
Tremont Avenue, said Cerini. 

Each merchant who donated to the 
holiday lights effort will display a poster  
in their window. 

Cerini asks that residents patronize 
the shops who donated to the lighting ef-
fort and thank the merchants.. 
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Hellman assists TN Little League
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

The Throgs Neck Little 
League needed help and an 
electrical contractor stepped 
right up to the plate.

Bronx-based Hellman 
Electric, along with mem-
bers of the Bronx Acorn 
Electrical Club and Local 
3, repaired the TNLL night  
lights on the senior field at 
150 Throgs Neck Boulevard 
on Saturday, October 18 - for 
free.

Generously donating 
their time and effort, Hell-
man Electric ended up sav-
ing the league upwards of 
$5,000 to $6,000 by provid-
ing a bucket-lift truck, along 
with operators and electri-
cians to repair the lights and 
generators free of charge.

To show their apprecia-
tion, the TNLL provided 
breakfast and coffee for the 
volunteers.

“When Hurricane Sandy 
hit, many lights were dam-
aged and poles were knocked 
down, but Hellman Electric 
stepped right up to help us 
fix and repair them,” said 
Frank Eisele, president of 

Throgs Neck Little League. 
“Over two years later, 

Hellman is helping us yet 
again and doing something 
good for the community, 
which is not a surprise.”

Frank Sergi, general su-
perintendant of Hellman 
Electric, said that it was a 
‘no brainer’ when it came 
to lending a helping hand to 
the league.

“The answer is always 
“yes” when it comes to help-
ing and giving back to the 
community,” said Sergi. 

“It’s always important to 
look out for the community 
which may require assis-
tance - something that Steve 
Lazzaro (Hellman Electric’s 
president) has passed on to 
his co-workers and employ-
ees.”

Lazzaro was born and 
raised in the Bronx. Accord-
ing to Sergi, Lazzaro’s prior-
ity is to give back to the bor-
ough in which he has lived  
his entire life.

“Steve is all about giving 
back to the community - es-
pecially when it comes to the 
communities and neighbor-

hoods of the Bronx that he 
knows and cares for.” 

While the senior field 
lights were repaired, the 
lights of the junior field 
could not be repaired yet 
due to not having the proper 
equipment on site. 

However, Eisele is more 
than happy that one field’s 
lights are back on and run-
ning, and has said that the 
lights of the junior field will 
be repaired in early April.

“I’m very appreciative for 
the job that Hellman Elec-
tric, the Bronx Acorn Elec-
trical Club and Local 3 has 
done for us,” said Eisele. 

“This is a big deal, espe-
cially considering the fact 
that we are a non-profit or-
ganization.”

(Right) Hellman Electric, the Bronx 
Acorn Electrical Club and Local 3 
teamed up to help the Throgs Neck 
Little League repair the lights on 
its senior fi eld. 
 Photo courtesy of the Throgs Neck Little 
League

#ShopSmall

TO SPEND THE DAY WITH FRIENDS, FAMILY AND

ON NOVEMBER 29

EVERY DAY, SMALL BUSINESSES ARE THERE FOR US.
WILL YOU BE THERE FOR THEM?

NOV 29
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 Digital Mammo

Call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

University Diagnostic Medical Imaging is your one-stop source for full-service diagnostic radiology. Based in the Bronx for more 
than 25 years, we’re owned and operated by professional radiologists who work collaboratively with physicians to achieve the 
best outcome for their patients. Our reputation for patient care is unmatched. Conveniently located at the Hutchinson Metro 
Center, we’re easily accessible to all major highways and public transportation. And we offer FREE parking!   

And now offering the latest generation in open “MRI Without Walls”

 Magnetic Resonance       
Imaging (MRI)

 Computed Tomography (CT) 

 Ultrasound

 Nuclear Medicine

 PET/CT 

 Digital Mammography 

 Breast Biopsy 

 Osteoporosis Screening 

 Digital X-Ray Exams

 Interventional Radiology 

 Imaging Assisted               
Organ/Tumor Biopsy 

 Pain Management

The A-Team in Diagnostic Imaging
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
It is diffi cult to believe a de-

cade has passed since Staff Ser-
geant Fire Fighter Christian 
Engeldrum, a Throggs Neck 
native, fought bravely in the 
Iraq War.   

Engeldrum, 39, was as-
signed to the Army National 
Guard 1st Battalion, 69th In-
fantry Regiment in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

On November 29, 2004, 
while his team’s Humvee was 
en route, a roadside improvised 
explosive device was detonated 
and tore through their trans-
port. Engeldrum and Private 
First Class Wilfredo Urbina, 
29, perished in the heinous at-
tack. He was buried in Arling-
ton National Cemetery on De-
cember 10, 2004. 

Originally, Engeldrum 
served as a New York City po-
lice offi cer for the 47th Precinct 
before joining Engine 66, Lad-
der 61 in Co-op City. 

The Gulf War veteran re-
turned stateside after serving a 
stint in the Army from 1986 to 
1991 and continued his selfl ess 
work as a fi refi ghter. He then 
reenlisted for another tour. 

During the September 11th 

FDNY memorial Mass

SSGT FF Christian Engeldrum, along with 44 other FDNY members killed 
in the line of duty will be honored in a memorial Mass at St. Benedict’s 
Church. Photo courtesy of Sharon Engeldrum

terrorist attacks on the World 
Trade Center, Engeldrum and 
many other fi refi ghters de-
scended onto the horrifi c scene. 
Following the aftermath, he 
was seen with other fi refi ght-
ers searching for survivors 
amid the wreckage of twisted 
steel and concrete and was pho-
tographed in a scene at Ground 
Zero in which fi refi ghters hung 
a fl ag from a bent light pole.

“He was a great kid and he 
was one of the fi rst to fi nd the 
fl ag at Ground Zero and they 
later re-created that moment 
for a photograph,” explained 
Cathy Praino, Engeldrum’s 
aunt. 

“He was always there for ev-
erybody.”     

“His family used to own a 
gas station on East Tremont 
Avenue and that was how I fi rst 
heard of Chris,” Eugene Lynch, 
Never Forget Foundation presi-
dent, said. 

“I worked for Engine 38, 
Ladder 51 and he worked for 
Engine 66, Ladder 61 and we 
worked quite often together 
over the years responding to 
different fi res. He was a very 
down-to-earth guy who was al-
ways willing to help out anyone 

he could.”
“We were all totally shocked 

when we heard of his death,” 
he added. “He was the fi rst fi re-
fi ghter we lost since the Second 
World War.”

According to Lynch, the 
FDNY had lost 41 members and 
two civilians between World 
War I and World War II. Their 
fi rst causality was reported on 
September 17, 1917 and prior to 
Engeldrum, the last was Febru-
ary 9, 1945.

St. Benedict’s Church will 
hold a memorial Mass on 
Thursday, December 4 at 10:30 
a.m. honoring Engeldrum and 
43 other FDNY members. The 
service is open to the commu-
nity and class ‘A’ attire is re-
quired.

“Cathy Praino is an ac-
tive member of the parish and 
she came to me about holding 
this tenth anniversary Mass 
for Christian Engeldrum,” ex-
plained Father Stephen Nor-
ton. “I have spoken with Mr. 
Lynch and he has been very 
respectful in asking me if they 
may use the church to conduct 
the service.”

The Mass will include a bag 
pipe band and appearances by 

members of the FDNY. Lynch 
said that there is much more 
still being planned for this up-
coming memorial service.

“We’re trying to get the fi re-
houses where these 44 mem-
bers worked to participate by 
carrying fl ags in their honor,” 
he revealed. “I hope the com-
munity comes out to this me-
morial Mass to support Engel-
drum’s family as well as the 
other FDNY members that 
were lost in these wars.”

He is in the process of hav-

ing Engeldrum’s unit, the 
Fighting 69th; Senator Jeffrey 
Klein; and Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto attend the ser-
vice.

“I don’t think people ever 
forget the sacrifi ce people have 
made in the military, police, 
fi re or ambulatory services,” 
expressed Fr. Norton. “Chris-
tian is the motivation behind 
this Mass, however the embrac-
ing of the 44 FDNY members 
that served will bring the com-
munity together.”  
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ANGELS 
New York

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
S P O N S O R S NYC COUNCILMAN R ICHIE  TORRES  • NYC COUNCILMAN FERNANDO CABRERA

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

Certain restrictions may apply.

GET 10%OFF 
SHOP FORDHAM
GET 10%OFF 
SHOP FORDHAM

10th Annual Sparkling the Heart of Fordham

December 5 -December 21, 2014
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4 EVER SHOES 
10 E Fordham Rd 

ALMONTE NAIL SALON
314 E Kingsbridge Rd 

APPLEBEE’S 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
GRILL & BAR
4750-4758 Third Ave
www.applebees.com

B&H JEWELRY
2496 Grand Conc

BEST BUY
402 E Fordham Rd
www.bestbuy.com
SEE MANAGER 
FOR RESTRICTIONS

BEST ITALIAN PIZZA
200-202 E Fordham Rd

BEST PERFUME PLUS
129 E Fordham Rd

BEVERLY HILLS 
FURNITURE
305 E Kingsbridge Rd
www.beverlyhillsfurniture2.com

BIG JAKE’S JEWELRY
386 E Fordham Rd

BOOST MOBILE
261A E Fordham Rd 
40% OFF AND 
FREE ACCESSORIES

384 East Fordham Rd

BUBU’Z INK
315 E Kingsbridge Rd

CHECKERS
385 E Fordham Rd
www.checkers.com

CITIDENT
466 E Fordham Rd

CLAIRE’S
260 E Fordham Rd
www.claires.com

COHEN’S 
FASHION OPTICAL
138 E Fordham Rd 
www.cohensfashionoptical.com

COHEN’S 
GENTLE DENTAL
1 E Fordham Rd, 2Fl
www.cohensgentledental.com

COLOMBIA JEANS/
LEVANTAPOMPIS 
(BUTT BOOSTING JEANS)
387 E Fordham Rd
www.levantapompis.com 

CRICKET WIRELESS
327 E Fordham Rd
www.cricketwireless.com 
10% OFF
ACCESSORIES ONLY 

CUNY ON THE 
CONCOURSE
2501 Grand Conc, 3Fl

EASY PICKINS
360 E Fordham Rd
www.easypickins.com

E-STYLE
114 E Fordham Rd

EXCLUSIVE CELLULAR
/FORDHAM ROAD
WIRELESS
389 E Fordham Rd

FAMOUS FOOTWEAR
4770 Third Ave
www.famous.com

FORDHAM GOLD MINE
50 E Fordham Rd

GEM PAWNBROKERS
367 E Fordham Rd
www.gempawnbrokers.com

GENERAL VISION
330 E Fordham Rd
FREE EYE EXAM 
10% OFF ANY FRAME
AND GLASSES

GEORGE JEWELRY 
CREATIONS/
VIXEN FACIALS
332 E Fordham Rd
30% OFF

GOLD PALACE 
JEWELRY
214 E Fordham Rd
30% OFF

GOLDEN TOUCH 
BRONX
5 W Fordham Rd

HOT POINT
340 E Fordham Rd
www.shoproxx.com

JIMMY BOY 
JEWELRY
335 E Fordham Rd 

KIDS WORLD
39 E Fordham Rd

LEGACY HOME 
FASHION 
2510-2512 Grand Conc

LENS LAB EXPRESS 
125 E Fordham Rd 
www.lenslabfordham.com

MAGIC SNEAKERS
382 E Fordham Rd

MAJESTIC 
FURNITURE
327 E Fordham Rd

MARION TATTOOS
387 E Fordham Rd, 2Fl
20% OFF TATTOOS 
$100 OR MORE

NINE WEST OUTLET
305 E Kingsbridge Rd
www.ninewest.com
LIMIT 1 CUSTOMER

NISSAN KIDS 
CHILDREN’S WEAR
2483 Grand Conc

NORTH END 
WINE & LIQUOR
2509 Webster Ave
www.northendliquors.com 
10% OFF 
CASES OF WINE

NYC BRONX CLOTHING 
2490 Grand Conc

ORIGINAL PRODUCTS 
(BOTANICA)
2486 Webster Ave
www.originalbotanica.com 

P.C. RICHARD & SON
2501 Grand Conc
www.pcrichard.com

PAY GO WIRELESS
300 E Fordham Rd 

PERFECT SMILE 
BRACES
468 E Fordham Rd

PHONES & 
GAMES CENTER
2519 Webster Ave
10% OFF 
ACCESSORIES ONLY

PIZZA STUDIO
444 E Fordham Rd

PLAZA PHARMACY
2515 Webster Ave
www.myplazarx.com

RED DRAGON 
TATTOOS
390 E Fordham Rd, 2Fl
www.reddragontat.com 

SAVE-A-THON
9 E Fordham Rd

SHAFFISON’S JEWELRY
377 E Fordham Rd

SPRINT
124 E Fordham Rd
www.sprint.com 
FREE TABLET WITH 
2 YEAR CONTRACT

SWEETIE ANGELS
1 W Fordham Rd

TOP CONCOURSE 
ELECTRONICS 
AND COMPUTERS
2486 Grand Conc
www.topconcourse.com 

URBAN EYES OPTICAL
390 E Fordham Rd

VENEZIA ACCESSORIES
305 E Kingsbridge Rd

YOUNGWORLD
350 E Fordham Rd

ZALES JEWLERS
254 East Fordham Rd
www.zales.com
SPECIAL COLLECTION 
NOT INCLUDED

SUBWAY:     TO FORDHAM RD      

RAIL: METRO-NORTH RAILROAD-
FORDHAM STATION-HARLEM LINE

P

BUSES: 1, 2, 9, 12, 17, 22, 32, 34, 41, BL60, BL61

PARKING FACILITIES:  JEROME, VALENTINE & TIEBOUT AVENUES 
& 189th STREET AT PARK & WASHINGTON AVENUES. 

PRESENT THIS AD OR YOUR 
METROCARD

®

TO GET 10% OFF
Visit www.fordhamroadbid.org for more information.

SCAN THIS QR CODE

Santa Claus 
on Fordham Rd!

Friday, December 5, 2014
6pm-8pm @ Muller Park & Plaza

(E Fordham Rd & Creston Ave)

Free Presents for
the first 600 kids!
Raffles, Prizes & Giveaways

Hosted by 
Rhina Valentin
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It’s that time of year again!
The annual Waterbury-LaSalle 

Christmas Tree Lighting will take place 
on Sunday, December 14 in Schneider-
Sampson Park, across from the First 
Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck, giv-
ing families and residents of Throggs 
Neck an opportunity to come together 
in a traditional holiday-setting.

The tree lighting, which has been 
an annual tradition of the Waterbury-
LaSalle Community Association for 
over 15 years, presents a fun oppor-
tunity for attendees to decorate and 
light a Christmas tree, eat cookies and 
drink hot chocolate while they watch 
Santa Claus arrive to the scene on a 
horse-pulled carriage, portraying the 
image of a reindeer pulling Santa’s 
sleigh.

After Santa’s arrival, children can 
take pictures with Santa while they sit 
on his lap and will also receive gifts, 
presents and toys, followed by the tree 
lighting.

The Waterbury-LaSalle Christmas 
Tree Lighting will also include holi-
day music along with performances by 
choirs and choruses, adding to the tree 
lighting’s holiday atmosphere, at an 
event that spreads the holiday spirit 
throughout the close-knit community.

“This event is a great time for neigh-
bors to come together, be community 

Christmas comes early in Waterbury-LaSalle

oriented and spread holiday spirit,” 
said Mary Jane Musano, chairperson 
of the Waterbury-LaSalle Christmas 
Tree Lighting and the Waterbury La-
Salle Community Association. 

“Those in attendance, especially 
the children, enjoy Santa’s company, 
as well as all of the holiday festivities 
that this tree lighting has to offer.”

Musano continued to explain that 
even though kids have a great time, 

the event is not only for children, and 
that there are people who come to the 
event who don’t bring kids.

She credited the groups that have 
assisted her and the WLCA with prep-
aration of this year’s event, as well as 
in years passed.

Colonial Home Improvement do-
nated the Christmas tree, Chateau 
Stables, will provide the horse and 
carriage and International Caterers 

of Distinction, will donate cookies and 
hot chocolate once again.

“Each year, the WLCA has worked 
tirelessly, even planning months in 
advance for this event,” said Musano. 
“However, it wouldn’t mean anything 
without the hard work, help and dona-
tions of the organizations who have 
accompanied us and made this event 
what it is today, and we are very appre-
ciative.”

(l-r) Mary Jane Musano, Senator Jeff Klein, Annie Boller, Michele Torrioni and Andrew Chirico celebrate the holiday festivites at the Water-
bury-LaSalle Christmas Tree Lighting in 2011. File photo

SALE

718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF

25%
OFF MSR

Nature’s Way
Twin Labs 
Natrol
Green Foods
Solgar

SALE ENDS 12/31/14

14  

20%
OFF MSR

Barleans
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Depending on the plan, benefits may include:

• $0 Plan Premium

• $0 or Low Copays for Doctor Visits

• $0 Copay for Generic Drugs

• $0 Prescription Drug Deductible

• Dental & Vision Care/Hearing

• Transportation Benefits

• Over-the-Counter Pre-Paid Cards up to $75/month

• Your Doctors & Hospitals in Our Network

Introducing New Medicare Advantage Plans 
from AgeWell New York 

H4922_AWNY_4002 File and Use 11112014
AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in AgeWell New 
York LLC depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information 
contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or co-payments/co-insur-
ance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium unless paid for by the state medical assistance 
program. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further 
details. This information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or (TTY/TDD) 1-800-662-1220 seven 
days a week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Eastern time or visit agewellnewyork.com.

Providing you with high quality health care  
coverage and a personal care coordinator. Because… Members Matter

Contact Us:
Toll Free 1-866-586-8044
TTY/TDD 1-800-662-1220

www.agewellnewyork.com
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One man’s generosity, and 

the work of a noble charity, has 
feed thousands of people this 
Thanksgiving.

As 2,000 people with vouch-
ers for turkeys waited patiently 
on Monday, November 24 in a 
long winding line up Alexan-
der Avenue and around to East 
140th and East 141st streets 
in Mott Haven, the recipients’ 
benefactor, real estate mogul 
Joel Fishman, sat quietly in 
his car with his daughter and 
grandchildren waiting for the 
distribution to begin.

He had fl own in from Palm 
Springs, California to be in the 
poorest congressional district 
in the United States, for the an-
nual turkey giveaway.  

Fishman was now in his 
31st year of donating thou-
sands of turkeys in an annual 
drive coordinated with the Do-
minican Sisters Family Health 
Service, a health care provider 
and faith-based vising nurse 
service.

 As the line continued to 
grow with people in need, he 
spoke about how much this 
event means to him and his 
family. 

Generous donor delivers 2,000 turkeys 
“It is just people helping peo-

ple,” he said, before going on to 
explain how he was the owner 
of residential buildings in the 
Bronx and recalled how the 
Dominican Sisters of Hope, a 
Catholic religious order, came 
to the aid of a elderly Jewish 
woman who had no family and 
needed help in one of his apart-
ments. He was so touched by 
the sisters work, he cried. 

Citing all the logistical is-
sues that inevitably come up 
every year, he said that with 
the help of the sisters’ organiza-
tion who select the families, it 
has grown from 50 turkeys the 
fi rst year to sometimes more 
than 2,000. 

“It is a labor of love that I 
will do, until I cannot do it any-
more,” said Fishman. “It is my 
friends that really made it all 
happen who I ask to help, and it 
is the sisters who do all of the 
work because they work with 
these people day in and day 
out.” 

He said that the people wait-
ing in line were not strang-
ers, but people that the sisters 
knew and worked with. They 
were going through programs 
to improve their lives,, and that 

everything involving the give-
away was done in a dignifi ed 
manner. “

These people don’t have to 
wait on line, they want to be on 
(line) because they are afraid 
maybe there won’t be one left,” 
he said. 

Nearby, near the foot of Do-
minican Sisters’ stoop and al-
most at the front of the line, was 

Nuris Cevallos of Soundview, 
who said she had been waiting 
since 3:10 a.m. in the morning 
for a turkey. 

Even though the truck de-
livering the turkey was de-
layed for several hours, she just 
seemed glad for the opportu-
nity. 

“We would probably have 
chicken if we could not get 

turkey,” she said, adding “it is 
hard to make ends meet, so this 
is really appreciated.” 

Cevallos said that she works, 
and so do a lot of people stand-
ing on the line,  but what they 
earn is not enough. She also 
said that supermarkets had 
cut back on promotions, and 
that the cost of turkeys were ex-
pensive. She learned about the 
giveaway from a friend. 

Fishman said that he grew 
up in Kings County Hospital in 
Brooklyn for 12 years because 
of a condition with his leg, 
and did not have a father, add-
ing that he was bar mitzvahed 
with borrowed money. He said 
that he worked for 46 years and 
was very lucky. 

In a phone interview, Mary 
Zagajeski, president and CEO 
at Dominican Sisters Fam-
ily Health Services said that 
Fishman is a true friend of the 
agency and a close friend of her 
predecessor, Sister Virginia 
Hanrahan, who headed up the 
agency before passing away 
earlier this year.

“We feed thousands of 
mouths as a result of this tur-
key drive,” she said. 

At the turkey giveway are (back row, l-r) Fishman’s daughter Dena Roth; 
Joel Fishman; Mary Zagajeski, president and CEO of Dominican Sisters 
Family Health Services; and (front row, l-r) Fishman’s grandchildren Alex 
Roth, Matthew Roth, Joanna Fishman, and Jonah Fishman.  
 Photo by Silvio J. Pacifi co
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Finally An 
HONEST  

Jeweler You 
Can Trust! 

Pawn Your Jewelry
Need instant Cash but don’t want to sell it? Then PAWN IT!  

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy It!
Its a great option when you need CASH NOW!

 

Jewelry Sales
GREAT JEWELRY AT GREAT PRICES!

14K, 18K and Platinum Jewelry
Wedding Bands & Engagement Rings with GIA Certification
Vintage & Estate Jewelry from 1890’s to present

All Items Sold at Wholesale Prices!

DCA Lic#1353627

718.931.1932

Scrap

Remember At LJI We Always Pay High!

DCA Lic#1354701

347.851.3567
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.
But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 

Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a 

full-time job. The Visiting Nurse Service of New York 

(VNSNY) can help. We have skilled staff trained in 

managing specific conditions such as heart disease, 

diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our staff 

also live in the communities they serve, so they can 

deliver care quickly and are familiar with local 

pharmacies and medical centers. When you realize it’s 

time to get help taking care of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is 

the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE 
OF NEW YORK CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT HOME HEALTH 
CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • www.vnsny.org

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene; John Calvelli, WCS executive vice president of 
public affairs and P.S. 205 students contributed the fi rst toys to the annual holiday toy drive 
Friday morning. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Season of Giving has gone ‘wild’ 

in the Bronx.
On the morning of Friday, Novem-

ber 21, Deputy Borough President Aure-
lia Greene along with offi cials from the 
Wildlife Conservation Society’s Bronx 
Zoo and students from P.S. 205 con-
verged on Zoo Center to mark the start 
of Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.’s 
holiday toy drive. 

A partnership between the Bronx 
Zoo and the borough president, this 
drive has become an annual tradition 
benefi tting military families. Keeping 
with the seasonal spirit of giving, these 
students donated the very fi rst toys of 
the new year.

“We’re striving to raise toys for needy 
families and children to give them some 
sense of being and hope for the future,” 
revealed Greene. “These children love 
it and they feel like they’re giving some-
thing to someone else and that’s very 
important. We have to be able to show 
the love and caring for others who don’t 
have it in their lives.”

“The Bronx Zoo is one of these in-
credible places in the city and an inte-
gral part of the Bronx and one of the 
most important things we feel is that we 
have to give back,” expressed Calvelli. 

“This whole experience here is 
about teaching, educating, and learn-
ing about our natural world while mak-
ing sure they realize they’re part of a 
larger community here in New York. 
Every year we’ve had more than enough 
toys thanks to the generosity of people 
throughout the city. 

“We have incredibly giving people 
who realize by supporting programs 
like this, they’re helping to make the 
lives of young people so much brighter 
and more importantly, the children of 
the military.”

“This is important because children 
need to understand there are those less 

Bronx Zoo holds toy drive 
for military families 

fortunate and it’s at this time of year 
that they can share with them,” ex-
plained Deborah Freidlich, fi fth grade 
teacher at P.S. 205.

The students eagerly expressed their 
excitement.

“I feel happy to be here because 
we’re giving toys to little kids so they 
can have time to play and have some 
fun,” said Gary Mendez, 10.

“It feels really exciting because 
we’re donating toys to people who can’t 
afford them and it feels really good to do 
something for the community,” opined 
Takira Ramirez, 10. 

“It was great because we donated 
toys to kids who can’t afford them and 
it’s very important for me because other 
kids get to play with toys for the holiday 
and some don’t and we’re donating toys 
to them,” said Lynlee Alvarez, 10. 

The zoo will serve as a collection 
area for new, unwrapped toys which 
will be collected until the end of Decem-
ber. Donations can be delivered to the 
park entrance with no admission re-
quired or inside the Bronx Zoo Store in 
specially designated collection bins. 

The borough president’s offi ce will 
distribute the toys to veterans, active-
duty service members, and their fami-
lies. 

For those who contribute a qualify-
ing donation of a new, unwrapped toy at 
any WCS’s wildlife park from Saturday, 
November 22 to Wednesday, December 
31, they will receive a free ticket to ei-
ther the Bronx Zoo or New York Aquar-
ium, dependent upon location.   

Toys collected at other WCS parks 
and at the New York Aquarium, Cen-
tral Park Zoo, Prospect Park Zoo, and 
Queens Zoo will be donated to those 
communitys’ needy families. 

The limit is four tickets per family, 
valid from Monday, January 1 through 
Tuesday, June 30. Visit, www.wcs.org/
toydrive/ for further details.       
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

CHOOSE EXCELLENCE
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S.
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-2042
cefola-chehova@optimum.net

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 30 YEARS!

High Quality 
Comprehensive 
Dentistry

Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

FALL SPECIAL
Whiten Your Teeth

$149
Includes Cleaning

New patients only - by appointment only.
Must mention promotion at time of booking.

The Carnegie Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Teaching and the Council 
for Advancement and Support of Educa-
tion (CASE) have named Hostos Com-
munity College English Department 
Lecturer Cynthia Jones the 2014 New 
York State Professor of the Year.

Professor Jones joins Rees Shad, 
Hostos Assistant Professor and Chair-
person of the Humanities Department, 
who won the award in 2012.

Professor Jones began teaching all 
levels of English as a Second Language 
(ESL) reading courses in the late 1970s 
as an adjunct. Her interest and expertise 
in areas of high school-college collabo-
ration, developmental education, as well 
as racial and social issues, have defi ned 
her tenure at the College. Serving as a 
lecturer in the English Department since 
1981, she has passionately educated 
the most vulnerable of Hostos students 
with wonderful results.

Professor Jones has taught in the 
Hostos Community College Early Col-
lege Initiative program since its incep-
tion and she served as an Offi ce of Aca-
demic Affairs (OAA) Faculty Fellow from 
2011 to 2014. She is also the Chairper-
son of the General Education Commit-
tee, Co-Director of the Honors Program, 
and Interim Co-Director of the Center for 
Teaching and Learning, and Coordinator 
of the Quantitative Reasoning Fellows 
Initiative.

* * *
The City Island Library will offer the 

following events
Theresa Panza, City Island’s new 

Children’s Librarian, to the library will 
host these children events:

How to be a Puppeteer: In this work-
shop, participants will construct a story, 
then work together to bring that story to 
life with puppets they built themselves. 
It’s an arts-and-crafts meets drama 
meets extreme silliness! Presented by 
Nicola McEldowney.  Ages 8 and older.  
Friday December 12 at 3 p.m.

Read and Play: Children from birth to 
3 years old and caregivers can take part 
in wonderful stories, discover amazing 
toys, and meet new friends in this fun, 
informal program.  There is a limit of 15 
children and their caregivers per ses-
sion.  Space is limited on a fi rst come, 
fi rst serve basis the day of the program. 
Friday December 5, 12 and 19 at 11 
a.m.

Circle Time: Children from birth to 3 
years old and their caregivers can en-
joy interactive stories, songs, and fi n-
ger plays while spending time with other 
toddlers in the neighborhood. There is a 
limit of 15 children and their caregivers 
per session.  Space is limited on a fi rst 
come / fi rst serve basis the day of the 
program. Tuesday December 2, 9 and 16 
from 11 to 11:45 a.m.

Holiday Craft-A-Way! Drop in at any 

time throughout the day and participate 
in creating projects related to a theme or 
holiday. All Ages. Friday, December 19, 
between noon to 4 p.m.

 Manga Drawing Workshop: Do you 
have the next manga series ready to 
pour through your fi ngertips? Join Ivan 
Velez and learn how to draw your own 
characters, plot your stories and more! 
All materials will be provided. For ages 
12-18 years old.   Tuesday December 9 
at 3:30 p.m.

After School Lounge: Come to the 
library after school for studying, relax-
ing, doing homework, video gaming or 
just hanging out with your friends. Every 
weekday after school Monday through 
Friday from 3:30 to 5 p.m.

It’s a Long Month: Living on a Fixed 
Income: Are you living on a fi xed in-
come? Learn to “stretch” your income by 
setting priorities, establishing a budget, 
planning and saving. Presented by Jay 
Stevens.  Wednesday December 3, at 
11 a.m.

Are You Prepared For A Disaster?:The 
Red Cross is offering a free one hour 
presentation on disaster preparedness 
for the community. Attendees will re-
ceive a comprehensive overview on how 
to prepare for natural and man-made di-
sasters and to recover from them.  Sat-
urday December 6 at 1 p.m.

Introduction to the Internet: This 
workshop is designed to introduce any-
one who has never been on the inter-
net before. Gain profi ciency in using e-
mail, utilizing social media and fi nding 
resources on the NYPL web site. Every 
Monday afternoon from 1 to 2 p.m. at 
Grace Church, Pilot Street. Every Tues-
day morning from 10 a.m. to noon.  New!  
One-on one training by appointment. 
Pick a day and hour and a staff member 
will assist you in your computer and in-
ternet questions.

Resume Writing Workshop and On-
line Job Search: Staff will be here to 
help you look for employment and get 
your resume into top form for the com-
petitive job market. Pre-registration is 
encouraged but drop ins are fi ne. It is 
recommended you bring along a fl ash 
drive to save your work. Every Wednes-
day morning from 10:00  to noon. 

Tablet Group: Learn how to borrow 
and download library e-books, discuss 
your favorite apps and ask questions 
about how to use tablets in your day-to-
day life. Every Thursday afternoon from 
2 to 3 p.m. 

The Island Writers: The writing 
group’s subject will be: “Adventures in 
storytelling and story writing.” Facili-
tated  by Ms. Gail Hitt. Every Tuesday 
afternoon from 1 to 2 p.m. 

Saturday Afternoon Movies: Will be 
announced.

Fore more information call (718) 885-
1703.

Professor of the Year at Hostos
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene, Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center

Rachael Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR277432 (1186594) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017

Frankie And Johnnie’s Pinr Tavern Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462
Wednesday, December 3, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern
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Members of Kiwanis Club of Morris Park, local girl scout troops, St. Clare’s parishioners and community members. Photo by Laura Stone

St. Clare of Assisi School in Morris Park hosted their annual Feeding Our Neighbors event, partnered with the Home School Association, the Kiwanis Club of 
Morris Park, and local girl scout troops on Saturday, November 22. At the event, volunteers packed and distributed full Thanksgiving meals for more than 
200 families in need.

St. Clare’s, Kiwanis Club
feed Morris Park neighbors

St. Clare’s students and local girl scout troop members show off the dozens of bags of 
food they helped prepare for distribution. Photo by Laura Stone

Kiwanis Club member Paula Angerame 
with Girl Scout Vanessa Giangregorio. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Volunteer Karen Leo shows that there’s al-
ways room for dessert! 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Volunteers fi ll bags with sweet potatoes, stuffi ng, cranberry sauce and other Thanksgiv-
ing Day feast staples. Photo by Laura Stone
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A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

BAR ONLY*

THURSDAY NIGHT 
FOOTBALL SPECIALS*

8-10PM
10 FOR $5 WINGS (8 FLAVORS) 

MRKT PRICE PEEL N EAT SHRIMP SPECIAL
$5 IRISH NACHOS

5 FOR $7 BUCKET 0’NIPS OF BUD LITE OR COORS LIGHT

SUNDAY SPECIALS 
NFL SPECIALS*

4-8PM
25¢ WINGS (8 FLAVORS)

MRKT PRICE PEEL N EAT SHRIMP SPECIAL 

5 FOR $7 BUCKET 0’NIPS OF BUD LITE OR COORS LIGHT

NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES - CATERING TO GROUPS 20-70

Special Packages Available - Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Captain’s Cabin

ARE YOU READY FOR 
SOME FOOTBALL?

HAPPY HOUR
MON THRU FRI 4-6PM

$2 DOMESTIC PINTS OF BEER
$5 MARTINI OF THE DAY

$5 SPECIALS**
10 BUFFALO WINGS (8 FLAVORS)

IRISH NACHOS OR CLAMS SPECIALS 
(VARY DAILY)

PEEL N EAT SHRIMP /GARLIC BREAD DU JOUR
**TWO DRINK MINIMUM REQUIRED FOR SPECIALS

CLIPPER 
SUNDAY BRUNCH

11 AM–3 PM
INCLUDES TRADITIONAL IRISH 

BREAKFAST & COMPLIMENTARY 
MIMOSA OR BLOODY MARY OR 

GLASS OF BEER
**TWO DRINK MINIMUM REQUIRED FOR SPECIALS

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS  
14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POT, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

**TWO DRINK MINIMUM REQUIRED FOR SPECIALS

$1895

WATCH ALL YOUR NFL GAMES ON OUR 8 NEW BIG SCREEN TV’S

A Very Happy Thanksgiving
The Clipper Crew Would Like To Wish All Our Customers

NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES 
IN OUR CAPTAINS CABIN 

Party Room Catering For Groups Of 20-60



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOV. 28-DEC. 4, 201432    BTR

1 Family. Completely Renovated. 
Stainless steel appliances, garage, and deck.

$430,000.

1 Family House. On a double lot. 
4 bedrooms and 3 baths.

$490,000.

2 Family House. 
On a double lot.

$400,000.

2 Family. Income Basement
apartment and 2 car garage.

$490,000.

2 Family House.

$425,000.

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

Rosana Chirico
Licensed Real Estate Broker

com

RC House Sales Realty Corp.

THROGGS NECK AREA

$1900
3 Bedroom. $1700

$1400.
 3 Bedroom.  $1800

IN CONTRACT

We have many clients looking for apartment rentals and 
houses for sale Please call for a free market assessment

HOUSE SALES
REALTY CORP.

3602 E Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1411
Fax: 718-684-1422

1 Family House.
Completely Renovated. 

$410,000.

APARTMENTS

COMMERCIAL/OFFICE/RETAIL
Store Front available.

400 square feet - E Tremont Ave & 3rd Ave.

SC       PS
BOWLS&

3602 C East Tremont Ave.
Located near the Alley Cat Café.  

Available outside seating in our cozy courtyard. 
Like us on facebook. Www.Facebook.Com/scoopsandbowls

Follow us on instagram. Www.Instagram.Com/scoopsandbowls

FEATURING GUILT FREE SELECTIONS INCLUDING
FAT FREE, NON-DIARY, SUGAR FREE, AND GLUTEN FREE

LARGE SIZE COFFEE OR TEA, HOT OR ICED FOR $1.00
REAL FRUIT SMOOTHIES FOR JUST $3.50

50¢ MINI CONE ALL YEAR LONG!

Pumpkin ice cream, pumpkin coffee, pumpkin muffi ns,
and fried pumpkin oreos!

COUNTRY CLUB AREA
 1 bedroom. Includes all utilities. $800

CASTLE HILL AREA
 2 bedroom. $1300

Come Try Out Our Smoothies,
Lunches and Paninis

Scoops & Bowls Have Many Things
To Be Thankful For This Year:

Our Shop, Our Employees,
And Most Importantly Our Customers!
In The Spirit Of The Holiday, We Will Be Closed 

To Give Thanks To Our Families Too. 
From Our Family To Yours:

Happy Thanksgiving!
Don’t Forget To Stop By Friday After All Your 
Shopping To Enjoy Our Soups, Panini’s And 

Most Importantly Our Ice Cream.

PELHAM BAY AREA
 Spacious 2 bedroom. $1375
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NEW OWNERS!  NEW MANAGEMENT!  NEW RESPECT FOR YOU!

MEMBER SPONSORED

Surf Club
THE NEW

On The Sound

Santa Claus

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13
11 AM TO 2 PM

Come Have Your 
Child’s Photo 

taken With
Santa Claus...
And Receive A 

FREE TOY
R.S.V.P. by 12/8/14

IS COMING TO
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On Monday, November 10, Montefi ore Einstein Center for Heart & Vascular Care held a recep-
tion honoring 15 patients of its Transcatheter Aortic Valve Replacement Program. The fi rst 
annual reunion was held at Montefi ore Medical Center Grand Hall.

TAVR HEART PATIENT REUNION

Rafael Cabreja, 82, and his daughter Aleida, celebrate with Joseph DeRose, M.D. chief of 
Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery and co-director of TAVR. 
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Einstein Center for Heart &amp; Vascular Care

Three local organizations held a remembrance ceremony in commemoration of Veterans 
Day at Rudy Macina Peace Memorial Plaza in Pelham Parkway on Tuesday, November 11. 
The groups organizing the annual event were the local Knights of Columbus, Morris Park 
Kiwanis, and the Morris Park Community Association. The coordinator was Silvio Mazzella. 

PEACE PLAZA VETERANS DAY 

Al Nicotina, a United States Marine Corps. veteran, plays taps. Walter Pofeldt

Morris Park Community Association vice-president Al D‚ÄôAngelo and Community Board 11 
chairman Anthony ‘Tony’ Vitaliano during the ceremony.  Walter Pofeldt

(Above) Lisa Fallon, Nelsie Febles, Carol O’Malley, Suellen O’Malley, Sue Bazon, Janice Con-
falone, Kathy Killingback, Joyce Tardibuono and Lupe Salgado enjoy the evening’s celebra-
tion. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

On Thursday, November 13, Villa Maria Academy held its 62nd annual Dinner Bridge Card 
Party at the Marina del Rey. The card party celebration drew a ‘winning hand’ as many were 
in attendance for the evening’s festivities.

VILLA’S DINNER BRIDGE CARD PARTY 

Local attorney and former assemblyman Steve Kaufman hosted ‘The Sage on Age’ seminar 
at Tosca on Saturday, November 22. The seminar also featured attorney Ronald Schwartz, 
and was held to provide seniors in attendance with important information pertaining to 
elder law.

‘SAGE OF AGE’ READIES SENIORS

Attorneys Ronald Schwartz (standing) and  Stephen Kaufman at the ‘Sage of Age’ seminar 
at Tosca on Saturday, November 22. Photo by Edwin Soto

Chancellor Fari√±a addresses parents with 
assistant principal Steven Nyarady looking 
on. Photo by Alex Belisle

Principal Katheleen Bornkamp with Chancel-
lor Fari. Photo by Alex Belisle

New York City Department of Education Chancellor Carmen Fariña visited P.S. 97 on Wednes-
day, November 19 and addressed the school’s Parent Teacher Association.

SCHOOLS CHANCELLOR VISITS PS 97
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Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Fillers

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 

AVAILABLE

LASER HAIR REMOVAL EXTRAVAGANZA!

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

SICK AND TIRED OF FAD DIETS 
AND BROKEN PROMISES? WANT 
TO LOSE 20 LBS GURANTEED IN 

ONE MONTH?

CONSIDER THE MEDICALLY SUPERVISED 

HCG DIET
Free Consultation. Limited Time Offer.

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST
TREATMENT

Botox

Injections

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal  

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

BEFORE

AFTERMust present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The halls of the Bartow-Pell Man-

sion Museum will be decked with 
Christmas cheer this December.

The museum is hosting a series of 
holiday events the fi rst two weekends 
of the month that will offer visitors a 
taste of a 19th Century Christmas, said 
museum director Ellen Bruzelius.

The heart of the holidays at Bartow-
Pell is their Storybook Christmas Tree 
display, now in its fourth year. Each 
decorated tree is inspired by a specifi c 
children’s holiday book by an inte-
rior designer, and the trees are placed 
throughout the rooms of the mansion.

The designers’ interpretations of 
the books are sophisticated, and de-
light both young and old, said Bruze-
lius. 

“The idea was to do something that 
appeals not only to children but also to 
adults,” she said.

The trees will be on full display at 
the mansion’s Annual Holiday Family 
Day: A Storybook Christmas on Satur-
day, December 6, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. Story-
telling at will take place 10:15 a.m. and 
noon—and if the kids enjoy the books 
from the displays, they will be avail-
able for purchase at Bartow-Pell’s holi-
day shop.

The museum wanted to offer the op-
portunity for families to come together 
around books, said Bruzelius.

“We want to pass along, in a really 
fun way, the joy of books and of read-
ing,” she said.

The family day will also feature 
caroling by the Morrisania Glee Club 
at 11 a.m., holiday crafts, and pho-
tos with Santa, for an additional fee. 
Space is limited and registration is 
required, call (718) 885-1461 or email 
info@bpmm.org.

The following weekend, the man-
sion will host Bronx Arts Ensemble 
Holiday Concerts on Saturday, De-
cember 13, 1 and 3 p.m. and Sunday, 
December 14, 1 and 3 p.m. Concerts 
are free, but tickets are required. Call 
Bronx Arts Ensemble at (718) 601-7399 
for tickets.

The emphasis on music keeps with 
the historical tradition of the museum, 
said Bruzelius.

“Music would have been very much 
a part of how the Bartow family cele-
brated Christmas,” said Bruzelius.

Both history and music are on full 
display at one of the season’s feature 
events, the Holiday Candlelight Tours 
and Victorian Carolers on Saturday, 
December 13, 6–8 p.m.

The festive nights includes Victo-
rian carolers, holiday snacks and was-
sail—a mulled cider drink—and cos-
tumed docents on hand to highlight 
19th-century holiday traditions. Res-
ervations are also required.

“It’s a very fun thing for families to 
come and get a sense of what holidays 

Bartow-Pell celebrates 
the Christmas season

might have been like in another cen-
tury,” said Bruzelius.

For those unable to attend any of 
the numerous holiday events, the Sto-
rybook Christmas Trees will be on dis-
play in the museum through January 7, 
said Bruzelius. The mansion is open to 
the public for guided tours on Wednes-
day, Saturday, and Sunday from noon 
to 4 p.m., with the exception of special 
event days and Christmas Eve.

Bruzelius urged Bronxites to come 
and see the museums transformation 
for themselves.

“The holidays at the mansion is an 
incredibly special time,” said Bruze-
lius. “It feels warm and festive.”

For more information about ad-
ditional events at the museum, visit 
www.bpmm.org.

Storybook Christmas Tree display at Bartow-
Pell Mansion Museum.
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Accolades for Excellence, Real-World Experience for Students

With more than 525 pharmacy-related career options available,  
pharmacy education should be anything but generic. At LIU Pharmacy,  
a top-ranked pharmacy school, faculty and students conduct industry-
supported research in state-of-the-art facilities. And with top clinical  
���������	
��LIU Pharmacy students are prepared for careers in both  
academia and the private sector.

For more information, visit 
liu.edu/pharmacy

AT THE HEART OF 
HEALTHCARE

LIU Pharmacy graduate degrees:
���������
�������	�������������

��������	�������������
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On Thursday, November 20, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted a Puerto Rican Heri-
tage Luncheon at Don Conqui Restaurant at City Island. Many were in attendance for the 
event celebrating Hispanic heritage and honoring Felix Matos Rodriguez, CUNY Queens Col-
lege president, for his positive contributions.  

PUERTO RICAN HERTIAGE LUNCHEON

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. greets his guests at Thursday’s luncheon event. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Jeff Klein with some of the graduates. Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr, and Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
offi cers celebrated the graduation of the fi rst class of women enrolled in the Bronx H.I.R.E. 
Domestic Violence Survivors Job Readiness and Internship Program on Thursday, Novem-
ber 13. The graduation marks the fi rst step in securing domestic violence survivors good 
jobs that will lead them on a path to fi nancial independence. The women took part in a six-
week job training program that helped them to hone their skills at  typing, resume writing, 
interviewing, Microsoft Offi ce, and Quickbooks.

DOMESTIC SURVIVORS GRADUATE 

Senator Jeff Klein addresses the audience at last Wednesday’s Bronx H.I.R.E. job fair. 
 Photo by Alex Belisle

On Wednesday, November 19, Senator Jeff Klein and members of the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce hosted a Bronx H.I.R.E. job fair at Hutchinson Metro Center. Designed to help veterans 
secure employment, the fair saw more than 100 job seekers in attendance and was followed 
by the Bronx Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Veterans Luncheon at F & J Pine Restaurant.

BRONX H.I.R.E. JOB FAIR

Veteran Anthony Allocca receives a pin for his Army 
service. Photo courtesy of Kings Harbor

 The Compassionate Care Hospice 
in conjunction with Kings Harbor 
Multicare Center honored 97-year-
old war veteran Anthony Allocca 
on Wednesday, November 12. Alloca 
resides at Kings Harbor in Pelham 
Gardens. He was given a certifi cate 
and pin in honor of his service in the 
United States Army. Residents, staff, 
and family members, some of whom 
came from out- of-state, attended 
the ceremony. 

VET HONORED 

As is the holiday and Christmas tradition in Edgewater Park, the annual Ragamuffi n Parade 
was held on Saturday, November 22. The parade preceeded around the Edgewater Park Vol-
unteer Firehouse. After  the parade, the children met Santa, and received a gift purchased 
by the Ladies Auxillary. A costume contest was held earlier and those wearing the most 
creative costume received a prize.

EDGEWATER PARK RAGAMUFFIN PARADE

Santa gives out a candy cane to a youngster after the parade.  Photo by Patricio Rabayo

Young people in costume greceived gifts and met with Santa at the Edgewater Park Fire 
House. Photo by Patricio Rabayo
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Linda Powell poses in front of the mural dedicated to her father, Colin Powell. 
 Photo courtesy of Veronica Castro and Cristina Liatonio

The Allerton International Merchants Asso-
ciation unveiled the new mural dedicated to 
Colin Powell located on Wallace and Allerton 
avenues on Wednesday, November 19.  Co-
lin Powell’s daughter, Linda, joined Allerton 
residents and merchants at the unveiling to 
honor her father.   “This is Allerton’s state-
ment of unity with its fellow Bronxites that 
we are no longer divided by imaginary bor-
ders and neighborhoods.  That we are one 
Bronx and when one Bronxite succeeds, we 
all succeed.  We want our children to see this 
mural and, once they learn who Colin Powell 
is, that he grew up in the Bronx and achieved 
great things through hard work and per-
petual optimism, that they also aspire to do 
great things,” stated Gene DeFrancis, direc-
tor of the Allerton International Merchants 
Association.

POWELL MURAL UNVEILED IN ALLERTON

Wine & Liquor Superstore held a grand opening ceremony at its store location, 815 Hutchin-
son River Parkway, on Friday, November 21. The newest business in the brand-new Throggs 
Neck Shopping Center, Wine & Liquor Superstore will be the largest store of its kind in the 
Bronx, offering 6000 square feet of retail, featuring over 300 stock wines and spirits.

WINE & LIQUOR SUPERSTORE OPENS

(l-r) Co-owners Dave Paulo and Stanley Goldshteyn proudly pose in Wine &amp; Liquor Su-
perstore. Photo by Alex Belisle

Wine & Liquor Superstore, located on 815 Hutchinson Parkway, became the newest business 
to open in the Throggs Neck Shopping Center on Friday, November 21. 
 Photo by Alex Belisle

The TNBA Turkey Trot gets ready to start on the Orchard Beach boardwalk. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Zefran Reidy runs her race. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Throggs Neck Benevolent Association held its 
19th Annual 5 kilometer Turkey Trot walk and run to 
benefi t the charitable organization on Saturday, No-
vember 22 at Orchard Beach.  The TNBA lends a help-
ing hand to people in the Throggs Neck community 
who are affected by catastrophic illness or serious 
accidents. The 5k is held every year in memory of 
Geraldine Crowley-Crorkin. Trophies were given to 
the more serious runners. An after-the-race party 
was held at Brewski’s.  The TNBA’s next big event will 
be its annual dinner dance at Marina del Rey on Sat-
urday, January 24, 2015. 

TNBA HOLDS 5K
TURKEY TROT 

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce, along with Senator Jeff Klein and Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, hosted a luncheon at Pine Restaurant on Wednesday, November 19. The lun-
cheon was held to honor the veterans in attendance and also honored Sergeant First Class 
Ty Curry.

BRONX CHAMBER HONORS VETERANS

(l-r) Paul Golluscio, Staff Sargent-Major, Vietnam; 
Dorcedious Davis, Army Sargent, George Amato, U.S. 
Marine Corp., Vietnam; and George Brins, Army, Viet-
nam were present at a luncheon to honor veterans at 
Pine Restaurant. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(L-r) Honorees, Sergeant First Class Ty Curry and 
Captain Regina Marengo, USN; Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce president Lenny Caro; and chairman Joe 
Kelleher were present at a luncheon to honor veter-
ans at Pine Restaurant. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Honoree, Sergeant First Class Ty 
Curry was present at a luncheon to 
honor veterans at Pine Restaurant. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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In the spirit of Thanksgiving...

We cannot possibly thank everyone for the love, support and generosity that 
has been shown to me and my family. Words cannot express our gratitude 
during this difficult time.

Thank you especially to the Lynch Family, Lynch Group, the Golf group and 
all the committee members.

We are truly blessed to live in such a wonderful community.

We would be remiss if we didn’t thank everyone who participated in the
Orchard Beach Breast Cancer Walk. Please know, we love you all.

From our family to yours...Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

With Love and Gratitude,

Mary, Wayne, Brittany, Danielle and Kevin Peters
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BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
It’s Monday morning and 

the sun is shining in through 
the front door, creating a pool of 
light in which my dogs are sun-
ning themselves.  Last night 
a seriously windy storm ran 
through here, so the intermit-
tent sunshine is a relief.  The 
CSA is over for the year, so this 
is the fi rst Monday in a while 
where I don’t have to rush off 
to meet the farm truck.  It was 
a terrifi c year, we really took 
advantage of the marketplace 
and my fridge is fi lled to capac-
ity.  The 16-pound turkey in the 
freezer helps too.

While I type this on my 
laptop, a batch of baked beans 
is cooking in the oven.  I just 
turned the heat down to 200 de-
grees, in 6 more hours it will 
be ready.  Beans are a terrifi c 
source of protein and many 
other nutrients that are espe-
cially important to vegans, veg-
etarians and us carnivores who 
are trying to eat less meat.  

But you have to be careful 
if your fi rst choice is to go with 
the convenience of canned 
beans, which are loaded with 
sodium.  Try fi nding a low so-
dium organic canned bean in 

one of our local stores – not 
easy…and so I choose one or the 
other or whatever is available.  
Plus, I give them a good rinse 
before cooking with them.        

Canned beans are a pantry 
essential, let’s face it; we don’t 
always have the time or the 
forethought to prepare dried 
beans.  And sometimes, with 
chickpeas for example, it’s 
tough to fi nd them dried.

Dried beans, just like all 
fruits and vegetables, are sea-
sonal, and now is the time to 
buy them, especially if you 
know it is a locally sourced 
bean, for example at a local 
farmers market.  How many 
times have novice cooks pur-
chased one of those bags of 
dried beans we fi nd in the local 
grocer and spent hours cook-
ing them, only to fi nd that they 
are still hard?  Old beans.  In 
my own experience, I’ve found 
that cooking the beans with no 
salt helps, I just add seasoning 
when the beans are done.  I’ve 
been told that baking soda or 
baking powder helps to soften 
the beans, but I’m tenacious.  
I just keep adding liquid until 
the beans are cooked.  Beans 
are always better the next day, 

so it never ruins dinner plans. 
Buying fresh dried beans is 

the best alternative.  Through 
our Lewis Waite Farm CSA, we 
have access to a few local farm-
ers that are growing beans 
for drying.  They just became 
available and I snapped up a 
bag of each type.  The supply 
is limited and even at $5.99 a 
pound, they sell out.  

The baked beans recipe that 
I’m using calls for navy beans, 
I’m substituting pinto beans. I 
also substituted chopped car-
rots for the chopped onions and 
used the green ketchup I made 
this summer.  When the beans 
are done, I will have at least 
one and a half quarts of it.  I’ll 
probably freeze some of it for 
the middle of winter and we’ll 
enjoy it over the Thanksgiving 
weekend.  

Now for the beans recipe:  
Soak overnight one pound of 

navy beans.  The next morn-
ing, drain the beans in a colan-
der and rinse them with cool 
water.  Transfer to an enameled 
cast iron pot and add 4 cups of 
water.  Bring to a boil, lower 
heat, cover and let simmer for 
one hour.  Place a colander in a 
large bowl and strain the beans 
so that you can reserve the 
cooking liquid.  Heat the oven 
to 375 degrees and prepare the 
sauce.    

Chop 1 cup carrots to ½” 
dice and set aside.  Combine 
¼ cup ketchup, ¼ cup maple 
syrup, 2 tablespoons sugar, 2 ta-
blespoons molasses, 1 teaspoon 
Worcestshire Sauce and 1/8 
teaspoon chili powder.  Trans-
fer the beans to a 1 ½ quart cov-
ered casserole dish and add the 
sauce and the carrots.  Stir to 
combine and add enough cook-
ing liquid to cover the beans by 
¼”.   

Pop it in the oven and after 
10 minutes, lower the heat to 200 
degrees.  The beans will take 6 
hours to cook, but you should 
check them after 3 hours in 
case they need more of the re-
served bean liquid.   When they 
are done, season with salt and 
pepper to taste.

We’re going to my brother’s 
house for Thanksgiving this 
year, but we still purchased a 
turkey.  On Friday, we’ll fi re up 
the turkey fryer and while it’s 
cooking I’ll prepare sweet po-
tato casserole and warm up the 
baked beans.  Perhaps one of 
these side dishes will make it to 
the Locust Point Post Thanks-
giving Pot Luck Dinner on Fri-
day night!  

If you read my column reg-
ularly, you might remember 
that I like to call the Friday af-
ter Thanksgiving ‘Stock Fri-
day’ instead of the horrible 
‘Black Friday’.  If you are like 
me, aside from the Thanksgiv-
ing turkey carcass, you have 
a bag of chicken bones in your 
freezer, culled from meals over 
the last few months.  Some are 
cooked and some are not, but 
all of them get combined with 
the carcass, some mixed veg-
gies and turned into stock.     

The stock can be used all 
winter to make risotto, soup 
and braised dishes.

Instead of rushing to the 
mall, stay home and make a 
batch of soup and enjoy it with 
your family.  Be the change you 
want to see in the world.  

BY JOSEPH ODDO
Reminder: The Pelham Bay 

Taxpayers and Civic Associa-
tion next monthly meeting will 
take place on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 9. The meeting will take 
place in the St. Theresa School 
Cafeteria located at the corner 
of St. Theresa and Pilgrim av-
enues. The room opens at 7 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 7:30 
p.m.

This month our Albanian 
neighbors are celebrating Al-
banian Independence Day. It is 
a bit surreal that this   happy 
and blessed event will be tak-
ing place during the month we 
all will be celebrating Thanks-
giving Day.  On the one hand 
we have neighbors refl ecting 
on their forefather’s suffering 
prior to achieving their inde-
pendence from the Ottoman 
Empire and on the other hand 
we here in the United States 
will be focused  on the generos-
ity which our fore fathers were 

blessed with upon, landing at 
Plymouth Colony. 

It is true that Thanksgiv-
ing is a feast that for many is 
nothing more than a day off 
from work and the celebration 
of a great meal with family and 
friends.

But is that truly all that it is. 
Are we missing an opportunity 
here for Thanksgiving to have 
a greater meaning in our lives 
and our communities? Only 
you can answer that question.

But let me offer a clue to 
where we might fi nd an answer 
to that question. We can look at 
the name. Thanksgiving, what 
do we have to be thankful for, 
be grateful for, maybe should 
even express our gratitude for.

As tradition states due to the 
generosity of the American In-
dian, the Pilgrims were spared 
a fatal winter. Not only did 
the local Indians share what 
many believe to be a harvest 
celebration, they also shared 

their winter food supplies with 
the Pilgrims. It is believed by 
many that without this gener-
osity the Pilgrims could have 
perished.

What does this have to do 
with us? Well, that is for each 
one of us to contemplate and 
answer for ourselves. But for 
myself, it seems to be that gen-
erosity should not be a one time 
experience. As the American 
Indians found ways to express 
their generosity on a daily ba-
sis we can also express our gen-
erosity on a daily basis. I guess 
it all could boil down to how 
can we lend a helping hand es-
pecially to those who are new 

to our community.
This Thanksgiving it could 

begin with helping with the 
dishes, take a plate over to your 
homebound neighbor, share 
some time with the kids and 
discuss the spirit of Thanks-
giving, or just saying hello to 
a stranger. When we extend 
ourselves there is no shortage 
of ways in which we can help 
each other. And, this includes 
attending the Pelham Bay Tax-
payers meetings.

We have no idea how pow-
erful our touch can be until we 
reach out and touch someone. 
I encourage you to try it. You 
might even like it. And in the 
process this Thanksgiving you 
might give someone a reason to 
be thankful.

So before we end this ar-
ticle, on behalf of the Pelham 
Bay Taxpayers, I would like 
to wish you all a very Happy 
Thanksgiving and a special 
‘thank you’ to our elected of-

fi cials, Congressman Joseph 
Crowley, Senator Jeff Klein, As-
semblyman Michael Benedetto 
and Councilman Jimmy Vacca. 
And let’s not forget Monsignor 
Derivan who is always on call 
and of service to us all. We also 
wish to express our gratitude 
to their respective staffs for 
their support and assistance in 
serving the people of Pelham 
Bay, and to our civil servants 
who work throughout the year 
to keep us safe, healthy, and 
happy;  a Happy Thanksgiving 
to you all!

Note our new mailing ad-
dress. We are no longer using 
a mailbox address. Please mail 
your membership dues of $10 
to our new address. Our new 
mailing address is Maryann 
Maiorana, attention Pelham 
Bay Taxpayers And Civic As-
sociation, 1720 Mayfl ower Ave-
nue, apt. 9H, Bronx, NY. 10461.   
Our annual dues is $10. Feel 
free to come to our meetings.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Our next meeting will be on 

Thursday, December 11 at 7:30 
p.m. at P.S. 14.  It is our Christ-
mas party and there will good-
ies and gift, so please mark it 
on your calendar so you will be 
sure to be there!

We will have three guest 
speakers all focusing on well-
ness.  Chrys Napolitano and 
Ann Kelly will be speaking 

about nutrition and providing 
information on our local CSA 
at Locust Point.  

Patty Haney will be speak-
ing about how yoga can bring 
health and vibrancy to your 
life.  Think it’s too diffi cult?  
Well, Patty is an expert at pro-
viding tips on how everyone 
can do yoga.  You can even ben-
efi t by doing yoga while sitting 
in a chair.

Soon we will be entering a 
new year and the number one 
resolution on everyone’s list is 
to get into a healthy routine for 
eating and exercise.  Come to 

the meeting and fi nd out how 
you can make your new year’s 
resolutions a success!

Christmas Tre Lighting

Our Christmas Tree Light-
ing will be on Sunday, Decem-
ber 14 at 4:45 p.m. at Schneider-
Sampson Park, which is at the 
corner of Baisley and Holly-
wood avenues across the street 
from the Lutheran Church.

Santa will be there with gifts 

for good children 12 and under 
(limited quantities).  There will 
be time for photos, so remem-
ber to bring your camera!

Our tree lighting is not just 
for children.  It is a time for 
neighbors to gather to wish 
each other a Merry Christmas 
and enjoy hot chocolate and 
cookies together.  Make note of 
the date and tell your friends 
and neighbors. 
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From Our Family
To Your Family

We Would Like To Wish
All The Parents And Children

A Very Happy And
Healthy Thanksgiving.

Come Visit Our School At
904 Morris Park Avenue

Call For Registration
718-823-8345

Serving The Community
For Over 20 Years
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The Bronx Council on the Arts 
(BCA) and Hutchinson Metro Center 
present two free, Thursday lunchtime 
holiday concerts at the Hutch Metro 
Café located at Hutchinson Metro Cen-
ter, 1200 Waters Place (between East-
chester Road and Westchester Avenue).

On December 11th, enjoy a perfor-
mance of holiday favorites by soprano 
Melissa Primavera and on December 
18th, tap your feet to holiday music and 
oldies by the Just Nuts Party Band. Each 
concert includes two performances — 
at 12:15 and 1:15 p.m. Admission is free 
and all are welcome!

Noted for her “glowing” and “sump-
tuous” voice, soprano Melissa Prima-
vera has become a favorite with au-
diences in the greater New York City 
area. With a vast operatic repertoire 
under her belt, Melissa made her Eu-
ropean and Italian concert debut in 
2009 as a member of the Incontro Acca-
demico Internazionale di Musica e Te-
atro Bolzano. In 2011, she performed at 

Lunchtime holiday concerts at Hutch Metro

Just Nuts will perform holiday tunes at the Hutch Metro Center.

the Elysium Between Two Continents’ 
International Summer Academy in 
Bernried, Germany. As a member of St. 
Petersburg Opera’s 2013 Emerging Art-
ist Program, Melissa covered the role of 
“Echo” in Ariadne auf Naxos. Locally, 
Melissa is a two-time recipient of BCA’s 
BRIO Award in 2009 and 2013. Learn 

more Melissa and her music at www.
melissaprimavera.com.

Just Nuts Party Band has performed 
nationally for groups ranging from 100 
to 10,000. When all is said and done, it 
all comes down to the music that we love 
to dance to! The band understands this 
and brings every song they perform to 

life. A blast from the past and the best 
boogyin’ of today. Swing, Jazz, Soul, 
Motown, Rock and Pop — harmonizing 
into a powerful and energetic non-stop 
performance, perfectly tuned and thor-
oughly enjoyed by audiences of all ages. 
Their new song “Bronx Girl Dance Re-
mix” on Xela records can be seen on 
You Tube and purchased on many por-
tals, including Itunes, Beatport, Juno & 
Amazon. Learn more about Just Nuts 
and their music at www.justnutsmusic.
net. 

During the lunchtime series, you 
can shop for some unique holiday gift 
items at the bronxArtworks Holiday 
Trunk Show and Craft Sale. BCA’s Arti-
sans Collective will be on hand display-
ing and selling their imaginative cre-
ations in all price ranges. Items include 
crocheted hats, ethnic masks, illustra-
tions, jewelry, knitwear, note cards, 
paintings, paper mache masks, post 
cards, sculpture, vases, and more.
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With the holidays almost upon 
us, Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum 
(BPMM) is gearing up for its best sea-
son yet. The museum’s highly-popular 
Storybook Christmas Trees are back 
with nine trees—the largest number 
to date—inspired by children’s books 
and decorated by New York City and 
Westchester interior designers.

The season kicks off on Friday, De-
cember 5th with the Holiday Luncheon. 
Guests will enjoy fi ne food and friends, 
browsing for gifts and home-baked 
goods at the holiday shop (stocked, 
once again, with the help of Bronx-
ville’s Kensington Paper), and the fi rst 
glimpses of the Storybook Christmas 
Trees. That evening the merriment 
continues with the Holiday First Fri-
day! Music and the Bronx Trolley.

The holiday spirit grows the next 
morning at the Annual Holiday Fam-
ily Day, Saturday, December 6th when 
children and parents alike will delight 
in holiday storytelling and crafts, shop-
ping for gifts, and of course, the much-
anticipated meeting with Santa. For 

Bartow-Pell Mansion’s holiday preview
those who made the “nice” list, profes-
sional photographs with Mr. Claus him-
self will once again be offered (for an 
additional fee). Caroling by the Morri-
sania Glee Club rounds out the morn-
ing’s festivities.

At Saturday night’s Holiday Party, 
it’s time to celebrate the season in 
style—and support the museum—with 
the mansion in all its holiday splendor. 
Guests will enjoy cocktails and carol-
ing, a delicious buffet dinner, live auc-
tion, a raffl e with sumptuous prizes, 
and more. This year’s live auction items 
include a week-long stay at a beautiful 
condo on South Carolina’s picturesque 
Fripp Island, an exquisite house on 
Martha’s Vineyard, a one-of a-kind din-
ner for twelve in the mansion’s dining 
room, and more.

Through it all, the nine Storybook 
Christmas Trees will delight visitors 
from entry hall to double parlors to the 
Lannuier bedchamber. This year’s dec-
orators are an impressive group of in-
terior designers based in Manhattan, 
Westchester, and the Bronx. The books 

are a charming mix of nature-oriented 
stories, some by well-known authors 
such as Eric Carle, Jan Brett, and Cal-
decott Medal winner Ezra Jack Keats. 
The books will be included in the story-
telling and for sale in the shop.

There’s more to come—including 
music with the Bronx Arts Ensemble, 
candlelit tours of the holiday mansion 
and Victorian Carolers—all magical 
ways to enjoy the season.

Friday, December 5, 11:30 a.m. - 2 
p.m.: Start off the holiday season with a 
festive luncheon at the mansion. Enjoy 
delicious food, shop for gifts and home-
baked goods, and catch up with friends. 

Friday, December 5, 5:30–8:30 p.m.: 
Experience the mansion decked out for 
the holidays and delight in the merry, 
mellifl uous sounds of live music. Holi-
day shopping and refreshments add to 
the fun. The free Bronx Trolley makes 
a continuous loop from the #6 Pelham 
Bay Park subway station to BPMM to 
City Island.

Saturday, December 6, 10 a.m.–1 
p.m.: Children (and parents) will delight 
in holiday storytelling and crafts, pro-
fessional photographs with Santa, shop-
ping, and more. Storytelling at 10:15 
a.m. and noon; caroling by the Morri-
sania Glee Club at 11 a.m. holiday crafts 
and photos with Santa are ongoing. 

Saturday, December 6, 7–10 p.m.: Cel-
ebrate—and support—the mansion in 

holiday splendor. Enjoy cocktails and 
caroling, holiday fare, a raffl e and live 
auction, and more! 

Saturday, December 13, 1 and 3 p.m. 
and Sunday, December 14, 1 and 3 p.m.: 
The Bronx Arts Ensemble and Singers 
present two wonderful holiday concerts 
with music for St. Nicholas.

Concerts are free, but space is lim-
ited and tickets are required. Call 
Bronx Arts Ensemble at 718.601.7399 for 
tickets. The museum will not be open 
for tours on Saturday or Sunday.

Saturday, December 13, 6–8 p.m.: Ex-
perience the mansion by candlelight 
with costumed docents highlighting 
19th-century holiday traditions. Vic-
torian carolers add to the festive atmo-
sphere while you enjoy holiday snacks 
and wassail in the Orangerie. Plus 
Christmas trees throughout the man-
sion inspired by children’s books and 
decorated by interior designers. Reser-
vations required, 718.885.1461 or info@
bpmm.org. Cost $12 adults, $10 seniors, 
students and members.

BPMM is located at 895 Shore Road, 
Pelham Bay Park. The mansion and 
carriage house are open to the public 
for guided tours on Wednesday, Satur-
day, and Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. 
The gardens and grounds are open 
daily from 8:30 a.m. to dusk. For more 
information about Bartow-Pell, visit 
www.bpmm.org.

The Bronx Academy of Arts and 
Dance presents Los Nutcrackers: A Christ-
mas Carajo, written and directed by Charles 
Rice-González. This marks the second 
year that the playwright steps in to helm the 
play. Returning for an exciting year, the play 
interweaves two holiday classics, The Nut-
cracker and A Christmas Carol, and cre-
ates a queer, Latino play about a gay cou-
ple who go on a psychedelic trip through 
their lives one Christmas Eve.  The play will 
be presented December 5, 6, 12, 13, 18, 19 
and 20 at 8 p.m., Thursday, December 11 
at 7 p.m. and Saturday, December 13 at 2 
p.m. at the new BAAD!, 2474 Westchester 
Avenue in the Westchester Square section. 
Tickets are $25 with discounts offered for 
seniors, groups and Bronx residents and 
members of BAAD!, BCA and NALAC.  For 
reservations call (718) 918-2110 or visit 
www.BAADBronx.org. To purchase tickets 
online visit BrownPaperTickets.com.

* * *
The Hall of Fame Playhouse of Bronx 

Community College once again plays 
host to one of the most powerful and joy-
pops traditions of the borough, Handel’s 
Messiah Featuring Orchestra Of The Bronx 
And The Bronx Opera Chorus Under The 
Direction Of Conductor And Artistic Direc-
tor Michael Spierman.

The annual event features the majestic 
Orchestra of the Bronx plus Michelle Tro-
vato, soprano; Carolyn Sebron, mezzo; 
Jake Armstrong, tenor; Phil Cokorinos, 
bass, backed-up by The Bronx Opera Cho-
rus and 23 guest narrators from the Bronx 
community including politicians, business 
owners, students, and neighbors.

 Visit www.bronxopera.org for more in-
formation on these and other exciting pro-
ductions.

* * *
Lehman Center for the Performing 

Arts will once again present its popular, 
special holiday event, Parranda Navideña, 
featuring a Christmas celebration featuring 
the unique jíbaro music from the mountains 
of Puerto Rico with three celebrated mas-
ters of the genre, on Saturday, December 
13, at 8 p.m. The concert will feature Felito 
Felix Y El Trio Los Antares, ODILIO Gonza-
lez “El Jibarito de Lares” and Lily Y Su Gran 
Trio. Produced by Lehman Center and Ja-
net Sánchez.

Lehman Center for the Performing Arts 
is on the campus of Lehman College/CUNY 
at 250 Bedford Park Boulevard West. Tick-
ets are $50, $45, and $25, with a special 
$10 ticket price for children 12 and under, 
and can be purchased by calling 718-960-
8833. Low cost on-site parking available 
for $5.

* * *
The Bronx Trolley: First Wednesday 

Arts & Culture Tour rolls again on Decem-
ber 3rd with an evening of exhibitions at 
Longwood Art Gallery @ Hostos, Bronx 
Museum of the Arts, Andrew Freedman 
Home, Bronx Documentary Center, and 
BronxArtSpace. Additionally, Bronx Coun-
cil on the Arts’ (BCA) Longwood Art Gallery 
is hosting the Bronx Writers Center Bronx 
Memoir Project book release, the Hos-
tos Repertory Theater presents a 6:30pm 
work-in-progress dance performance and 
the Bronx Museum of the Arts offers a book 
signing and reading. Admission to venues 
is free and all are welcome to hop on board 
the trolley and enjoy them.

December 3rd’s trolley begins at 5 p.m. 
at Longwood Art Gallery @ Hostos (Hos-
tos Community College, 450 Grand Con-
course at 149th Street) with a 5 p.m. meet-
and-greet reception and a viewing of From 
Wick To Mott Haven: The Magic Realism of 
Ian Charles Scott.

Los Nutcrackers: A 
Christmas Carajo at BAAD!

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS

AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOV. 28-DEC. 4, 201446    BTR

We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.
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 BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The split in New York State 

government between a Repub-
lican Senate and a Democrat 
governor and Assembly is 
similar to that of America as a 
whole, where a Democrat pres-
ident confronts a Republican 
Congress. 

The United States has a di-
vided government, splintered 
not only along party lines 
but across ideological ones as 
well. With so many crucial 
challenges facing the nation, 
is there any basis for the two 
sides to reasonably discuss 
means of reaching solutions?

Perhaps—but it will take a 
substantial level of will power, 
and a willingness to put hon-
est representation and  the 
basic principles upon which 
America was founded above 
the petty politics and pander-
ing all too prevalent currently. 
Here’s what must be done:

   Elected offi cials should re-
member to put America fi rst.  
Yes, so much of the world’s 
economy, climate, and secu-

Action
Association

rity are interconnected. But 
far too often, U.S. offi ce hold-
ers act as though whatever is 
bad for the U.S. is good for the 
rest of the globe. Nonsense. 
The health of the planetary 
economy is largely dependent 
on the fi nancial success and 
stability of the United States. 

That means that tax rates 
and regulations that hurt 
American businesses have 
negative international reper-
cussions. Allowing Washing-
ton to act as though it was the 
welfare agency for the entire 
Earth will bankrupt the na-
tion and detrimentally affect 
the entire world. Permitting 
unchecked, unlimited immi-
gration will sink federal, state 
and local government budgets 
and limit job prospects for 
American workers.

   It’s time to deal with re-
ality. It may be comforting to 
pretend that threats don’t ex-
ist, but they do.  Local govern-
ments that skimp on law en-
forcement, and Washington’s 
pretense that it can cut the 
defense budget at a time when 

Russia, China, Iran, North 
Korea and Islamic extremists 
have become increasingly ag-
gressive and well-armed is 
suicidal.  Using funds culled 
from defense and law enforce-
ment to increase entitlements 
as a thinly disguised bribe to 
win votes at the expense of lo-
cal safety and national secu-
rity is a growing but disgrace-
ful practice throughout the 
nation.

Facts and reality, not emo-
tion, should be used to make 
important decisions. In areas 
such as the environment, emo-
tions and propaganda take 
the place of real scientifi c dis-
course. Far too often, elected 
offi cials and candidates seem 
incapable of looking past 
these clichés, catch phrases, 
and emotional appeals.

   Our elected offi cials—and 
the voters—must put country 
before party or race.  Far too 
often, inadequate candidates 
win elections based on their 
party or ethnic identifi cation, 
not their abilities.  This is par-
ticularly true in areas where 
one party dominates substan-
tially.  

Far too often, candidates 
lacking the intelligence, char-
acter, or ability to adequately 
fulfi ll the duties of their of-
fi ce win campaigns simply be-
cause they belong to the party 
or race in the majority in a 
particular area.

America’s basic govern-
ing document—the Consti-
tution— must be given the 
respect and authority it previ-
ously had.  Serious attempts 
to abridge or ignore key pro-
visions, especially the First, 
Second, Fourth, Ninth, and 
Tenth Amendments, as well as 
the separation of powers have 
taken center stage over the 
past several years.  That’s a 
dangerous precedent, threat-
ening the very foundation of 

the nation.
It is time it was remembered 

that sovereignty rests with the 
American people, not the gov-
ernment, and especially not 
the bureaucracy. There has 
been a rapid increase in power 
provided to agencies such as 
the Internal Revenue Service, 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency, and The Federal Elec-
tion Commission. There have 
also been attempts to increase 
the power of others, such as 
the Federal Communications 
Commission. These moves 
are antithetical to the princi-
pals America was founded on. 
They are unlawful and should 
be rapidly reversed.

Washington’s dramatic in-
crease in power, based largely 
upon defi cit spending, has not 
produced increased prosper-
ity, safety, or freedom. Deal-
ing with that reality should be 
a bipartisan effort.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our affi liated 
radio broadcasts, and visit our 
website at comactainc.com. 

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
On Wednesday, November 

19 the Country Club Civic As-
sociation once again welcomed 
Captain James McGeown, Com-
manding Offi cer of the 45th 
Precinct, as our guest speaker 
at our general meeting. Capt. 
McGeown was able to share 
with us current crime statis-
tics for our area, and answered 
questions of concern from our 
members. He was accompanied 
by his community affairs of-
fi cer, crime prevention offi cer, 
and special operations lieuten-
ant. This was a wonderful op-
portunity for direct communi-
cation between the members of 
our association, and our local 
law enforcement. We thank all 
of those who attended and par-
ticipated.

At that same meeting we 

were proud to announce the 
appointment of our new pub-
lic improvement committee 
chairperson Bob DeTiberiis. 
Bob comes from an extensive 
background in public works, 
and we are fortunate to have 
him on our board. Upon his ap-
pointment he was able to imme-
diately begin fi elding questions 
regarding public improvement 
concerns, and we are certain 
that he will be stellar in all of 
his future duties. 

In regard to public im-
provements, we are pleased 
to announce that the Water-
bury Avenue Sewer Project 
SEX#20045, has received the 
approval of its change order 
from the Comptrollers Offi ce. 
It is now the responsibility of 
The Department of Design and 
Construction, and the private 

contractor they have hired, to 
schedule a date to resume the 
project. We are currently in-
formed that work will begin 
shortly after the holidays, in 
order not to further inconve-
nience the homeowners. 

We have also began to wit-
ness what can only be consid-
ered a steady rise in member-
ship. It is extremely refreshing 
not only to receive membership 
renewals, but we have also re-
ceived new memberships via 
mail, and in person at our 
meetings. Along with the rise 

in membership we have also 
witnessed more volunteerism 
on our executive committees. 
This is exactly the type of pro-
gressive attitude that we have 
been striving for, and we wel-
come everyone to take a more 
active participation. 

We are excited to announce 
that this year we will be host-
ing a holiday celebration at 
next months general meeting. 
The meeting has been moved 
up a week to  Wednesday, De-
cember 17 at 7:30 p.m., so as to 
not confl ict with the Christmas 
holiday. This meeting will be 
special in that it will be focused 
on enjoying each others com-
pany in a festive, informative, 
and enjoyable environment. We 
will be promoting networking 
and communication amongst 
our members, as well as with a 

few local businesses who have 
been invited as guests. We en-
courage you to bring a prospec-
tive member, your family, and 
possibly a plate of one of your 
favorite dishes. The association 
will also be providing food and 
beverages, so please come hun-
gry. If you are a member that 
owns, or works for a business 
that you would like to show-
case at this event, please apply 
via email at mcnerneyccca@
gmail.com. As usual the meet-
ing will be held in the Villa Ma-
ria Cafeteria, which is the fi rst 
building to your left upon en-
tering the campus. 

The Country Club Civic As-
sociation can be reached via 
mail at P.O. Box 211, Bronx, N.Y. 
10465. “Take pride in your com-
munity; Your home extends be-
yond your property line!”

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
The Kids Christmas Party 

at the post will me held in the 
Gold Room on Sunday, Decem-
ber 14 beginning at 2 p.m. There 
will be pizza, soda, crafts, 
games and Santa will be there. 
This is for the kids of members, 
S. A. L. and our boosters.

Be aware! There is a new 
and more virulent strain of 
E-bola. It’s coming out of all 
places, Italy and is called E-Bo-
lognese.  No need to thank me, 
as I pass this along as a Public 
Safety Announcement.

Along with Commander 
George Brins and George Am-

ato, I attended the Bronx Cham-
ber of Commerce ‘Salute   to  
Veterans’ luncheon held at the 
Pine on Bronxdale Avenue.

Senator Jeff Klein and As-
semblyman Michael Bene-
detto were the featured speak-
ers. I thank both these gents 
for their continued support of 
vets and vet affairs. One of the 
speakers and honorees was 
Gonzalo Doran, former Marine 
who started Devil Dog USA 
Inc. This organization helps 
vets with recreation, local re-
sources and housing and can 
be reached on-line at devildo-
gusa.com.

The AMTRAK Police De-

partment is hiring. Follow them 
on Twitter, Linkedin, You-tube, 
Instagram or Amtrak.com

This in from Cathy Praino, 
her nephew, Christian Engel-
drum  who was killed in action 
in Iraq, will be honored at a Me-
morial Mass at St. Benedict’s  
Church, 2969 Otis Avenue on 
Thursday, December 4, at 10:30 

a.m. The FDNY ‘s ‘44’ will be 
honored as well. These were 
members killed in action dat-
ing back to WWl.

The White House Intern-
ship Program is open to vets, 
college grads and college stu-
dents. Deadline for summer 
2015 is January 11, 2015. Log 
on to http://whitehouse.gov/
about/internships/

With the approaching of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
we are coming into party time. 
I caution everyone to watch 
their celebrating as the police 
will be out in force looking for 
inebriates on the road.

 Trivia Time!!

On November 19,1863, Abe 
Lincoln gave his”Gettysburg 
Address.” 

Blackbeard was killed on 
November 22, 1718.

John F. Kennedy was killed 
on the same date in 1963. This 
happened at 2 p.m. EST in Dal-
las, TX. He was shot by Lee Har-
vey Oswald  who was later shot 
by Jack Ruby two days later.

The fi rst Macy’s Parade was 
on November 27, 1924.

November 28, 1912, saw The 
Albanian Independence from 
the Ottoman Empire.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch and 
God Bless.
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Weekly Health Update David Kaseman, D.C.

“Friendship improves happiness, and 
abates misery, by doubling our joys, and 
dividing our grief.” ~ Marcus Tullius Ci-
cero

Mental Attitude: Mental Stress Af-
fects Male and Female Hearts in Differ-
ent Ways.  Past studies have suggested 
that mental stress can infl uence heart 
health. Now, researchers have found 
that women under mental stress are 
more likely than men to experience re-
duced blood fl ow to the heart and are 
also more prone to clots due to platelet 
aggregation. On the other hand, men 
experience greater changes in blood 
pressure and heart rate in response to 
mental stress. Researcher Dr. Zainab 
Samad adds, “The relationship between 
mental stress and cardiovascular dis-
ease is well-known. This study revealed 
that mental stress affects the cardio-
vascular health of men and women dif-
ferently. We need to recognize this dif-
ference when evaluating and treating 
patients for cardiovascular disease.” - 
Journal of the American College of Car-
diology, October 2014

Health Alert: Possible Link Be-
tween Breast Implants and Cancer.  An 
international research group has con-
cluded that breast implants can cause 
a new subtype of rare, yet malignant, 
lymphoma known as anaplastic large 
cell lymphoma (ALCL). This type of 
cancer is usually found in lymph nodes, 
skin, lung, liver, and soft tissue, but is 
not usually found in the breast. The 
researchers found that cases in which 
ALCL developed in the breast were al-
most exclusively involved individuals 
with breast implants. The actual rea-
sons why breast implants can cause 
lymphoma are currently unknown, but 
the research team suspects the cause 
is an abnormal immune response. In 
many cases, the lymphoma subsided 
once the implants were removed. - Mu-
tation Research, August 2014

Diet: A Chemical in Broccoli May 
Help Treat Autism. Sulforaphane, a 
chemical found in broccoli and other 
cruciferous vegetables, shows promise 
for improving some behavioral symp-
toms of autism. Researchers found that 
about two thirds of participants who re-
ceived sulforaphane saw their scores 
on the Aberrant Behavior Checklist 
reduced by 34%, while their scores on 
the Social Responsiveness Scale fell 
17%. They hope to discover the biology 
underlying the effects observed and to 
study them at a cellular level. - Proceed-
ings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
October 2014

Exercise: Heavy Exercise Can 
Produce Asthma-Like Symptoms in 

Healthy Kids. Researchers have found 
that children who undergo brief peri-
ods of intense exercise can exhibit lung 
dysfunction and other symptoms simi-
lar to those experienced by asthma pa-
tients. These symptoms can happen 
even when the child has no history of 
asthma. Lead researcher Dr. Alladdin 
Abosaida adds, “We did not expect to 
see pulmonary function abnormalities 
after short periods of heavy exercise 
in such a large number of healthy chil-
dren in our subject population.” Fur-
ther research is needed to determine 
the mechanism of lung dysfunction in 
children following heavy exercise and 
identify possible interventions. - Ameri-
can Thoracic Society 2010 International 
Conference, May 2010

Chiropractic: Immediate Changes 
in Brain After Manual Therapy in Pa-
tients with Pain. New research focused 
on the effects of manual therapies on 
pain modulation has revealed that ther-
apies such as chiropractic spinal ma-
nipulation, spinal mobilization, and 
therapeutic touch have an immediate 
effect on the functional connectivity 
between brain regions involved in pro-
cessing and modulating the pain expe-
rience. The results were gathered by 
using functional magnetic resonance 
imaging of the brain combined with 
measurements of pain sensitivity and 
intensity. The fi ndings suggest that 
manual therapies may lead to neuro-
physiologic changes that result in pain 
relief. - Journal of Manipulative and 
Physiological Therapeutics, October 2014

Wellness/Prevention: Babies Ben-
efi t if Mothers Follow Lifestyle Advice 
During Pregnancy. In the largest study 
of its kind, researchers gave nutrition 
and exercise advice to pregnant women 
who were either overweight or obese. 
Women who received such advice in-
creased their fruit and vegetable in-
take and reduced saturated fat intake. 
They also engaged in 15-20 minutes of 
brisk walking on most days of the week. 
Their babies were more likely to have 
a healthier birth weight, less likely to 
have a moderate to severe respiratory 
distress syndrome, and were able to 
go home sooner than babies born from 
mothers in a control group that did 
not receive any diet or exercise advice. 
The researchers hope that by following 
some simple, practical, and achievable 
lifestyle advice, overweight pregnant 
women can improve both their own 
health and the health of their babies. - 
BMC Medicine, October 2014

David Kaseman, D.C. is located at 
3505 East Tremont Avenue. For further 
information call (718) 597-6400.

Last Friday evening was an auspi-
cious occasion for Temple Hatikva, as 
Kevin Mahoney was presented with 
the “Righteous Gentile Award” by 
Rabbi Harry Hertzberg.

The concept of the “Righteous Gen-
tile Award” was begun in Jerusalem, 
Israel at Yad Vashem, the Holocaust 
Memorial.    Israel was seeking a way 
to honor those non-Jews that went 
“above and beyond” in assisting Jews 
during the Holocaust.  Their names 
are commemorated in a “Garden of 
the Righteous” at the Yad Vashem Me-
morial.

In keeping with this tradition, 
Temple Hatikva seeks to honor those 
non-Jews that have gone “above and 
beyond” in helping our synagogue 
and our community.  Kevin has been 
a prime motivator behind our annual 
“Jewish Heritage Day” fundraiser at 
MCU Park in Coney Island.  

More importantly, Kevin also 
played a central role in assisting Rabbi 
Harry Hertzberg in distributing Cy-
clones souvenirs to combat-wounded 
soldiers in Israel.

On a personal level, when it be-
came clear that Rabbi Harry would be 
in need of a life-saving kidney trans-
plant, Kevin Mahoney was among the 
fi rst to volunteer to be tested to see if 
he was a compatible match for Rabbi 
Harry and has been willing to donate 
a kidney.

Commenting on the award, Rabbi 
Harry noted:  “There are some very 
special people in our world who give 
of themselves above and beyond ev-
eryone else.  Kevin is one of those rare 
individuals who embody the meaning 
of giving and sharing.  It is entirely 
fi tting and appropriate that we honor 
Kevin in this manner.”

In accepting the award, Eevin said:  
“It doesn’t matter if you’re a Jew or 
Gentile.  We should all strive to do our 
best to help other people whenever and 
wherever we can.  I have tried to live 
my life in that manner and to teach my 
children to follow that philosophy.”

  For further information call Tem-
ple Hatikva at (917) 453-7557 or go to 
website at www.TempleHatikva.com.

Righteous Gentile Award winner
Award winner Kevin Mahoney was presented with a plague.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Bronx Park East Community Association news
BY KENNY AGOSTO
Beautifying Our 

Neighborhoods 

One Block At A Time!

The Bronx Park East Com-
munity Association celebrates 
her second anniversary as the 
beacon of neighborhood cohe-
sion, promoting a vibrant com-
munity renaissance The Bronx 
has ever seen.  We have built 
many tree-guards and benches 
throughout the North Bronx.  
We have painted miles of graf-
fi tied walls and roll down gates, 
replaced by beautiful murals.  
We had two years of budget-neu-
tral programming for our chil-
dren and seniors that included 
art, poetry and music.  We or-
ganized tenants and block asso-
ciations.  We have organized 8 
highly successful block parties 
and concerts. 

We are already planning for 
an exciting Spring/Summer 
2015 full of community engage-
ment through programming, 
activism, and block parties.   In 
just two short years,” Team B-
PECA” has served as the watch 
word for community action, 
with a mission to vastly im-
prove the human condition in 
our collective neighborhoods. 
Yes, one block at a time!  Our 
volunteer armies of activists 
have endeavored to subvert 
the dominant negative para-
digm of gang-related property 
destruction and criminal may-
hem.   B-PECA, the board under 
the leadership of Raphael Sch-
weizer, has thrown the gaunt-
let to all those who prey on our 
vulnerable neighbors and our 
streetlamps, mailboxes, and 
benches.  One only needs to 
venture north of Pelham Park-
way to see the dramatic differ-
ences in the appearances of our 
roll down gates, traffi c lights, 
and fi reboxes.  The “Broken 
Window Theory” is put to the 
test whenever B-PECA’s  Neigh-
borhood Watch Paint Patrol 
team encounters a freshly van-
dalized wall with illegal gang-
related graffi ti. They imme-
diately attack it with several 
fresh coats of paint, stopping 

these vandals in their tracks.  
If we observe any criminal 
mischief during our night-time 
patrols, the NYPD’s 49th Pre-
cinct is immediately alerted 
and the bad guys are promptly 
arrested.  Next year, B-PECA 
members will be participating 
in our Court-Monitoring pro-
gram clad in our bright red 
t-shirts to push for harsh sen-
tences for chronic recidivists 
with the recommendation of 
mandatory community service 
in our coverage areas, to help 
us clean up vandalism and re-
pair property destruction.   

Con Edison Reports

At our November 13th B-
PECA general meeting our 
special guest was Con Edison’s 
Bronx Public Affairs Manager, 
Rolando Infante.  Rolando fully 
briefed us on the state of gas 
and electric within the confi nes 
of Bronx Community Board 
11.  He informed us Con Edi-
son needs permits to break the 
street to do repairs.  He gave out 
warning stickers and magnets 
warning us what to do in the 
event of a gas emergency, in the 
wake of the unfortunate gas ex-
plosion in East Harlem that lev-
eled an apartment building kill-
ing an elderly resident.  “If you 
smell gas, act fast. Get out, dial 
911!” said Rolando.  Con Edison 
has made over $40 billion in in-
vestments, replacing 60 miles-
a-year of gasoline replacement 
pipe lines.     Con Edison has 
opened up the streets and the 
tie-ins.  They have redoubled 
their repairing  of existing in-
frastructure to prepare for fu-
ture polar vortexes and super 
storms. Their “Storm Hard-
ening Programs” has created 
new overhead power lines that 
are now equipped with power 
couplings that detach with the 
intention of saving our neigh-
borhoods from system-wide 
grid failures.  If a tree falls on a 
power line, the power coupling 
detaches, leaving the rest of the 
grid working.  In addition, Ro-
lando informed us, by law, we 
are converting to cleaner burn-
ing gas by 2030.  

He explained how level 
payments works to mitigate 
against fi nal cut-off notices.  
Level payment averages out 
your utility bills.  If you have 
trouble paying your bill you 
can call them to protect people 
with disabilities and seniors.  
After Super Storm Sandy, 
The Bronx proved to be a re-
silient borough.  Rolando also 
told us that The Bronx east of 
the Bronx River now has auto-
mated meter readers.  Rolando 
left several valuable energy 
saving tips, detailing ways to 
effectuate positive energy con-
sumption in the winter by pull-
ing up your shades to naturally 
heat up your house and, con-
versely drawing the drapes in 
the summer to keep your apart-
ment cool. 

You can prevent “Phantom 
Juicing” by unplugging your 
chargers, nightlights, TV auto 
on, and “Air Wick” plug-it-in 
air fresheners to save money.  
B-PECA would like thank Ro-
lando Infante and the folks at 
Con Edison for a thoroughly 
informative presentation.

Discovery 4 Justice “D4J”

The members of Discov-
ery for Justice, in conjunction 
with the Bronx Park East Com-
munity Association, is urging 
newly re-elected Governor An-
drew M. Cuomo to include Sen-
ator Ruth Hassell-Thompson’s 
Bill to repeal New York State’s 
Criminal Procedure Law 240 
in favor of a new law for Early, 
Open, and Automatic Discov-
ery in his upcoming budget.  

In the coming months, we 
will lobby our governor and 
legislature to grant New York’s 
legal aid attorneys and de-
fense lawyers with an equal 
chance to properly, zealously 
defend their clients in their 
cases. The guilty will be able 
to plead out and pay their debt 
to society while those falsely 
accused will be able to see the 
evidence against them and/or 
proof of their innocence.  This 
affects people of all walks of 
life, regardless of ethnicity and 
wealth.  D4J meets every Tues-

day at 1870 Crotona Avenue, 
near East 176th Street in The 
Bronx.  You can learn more 
about this fast-growing move-
ment by visiting www.Discov-
eryForJustice.org    JOIN US!!!

In Memoriam

This week in memoriam, 
we remember a special friend 
of The Bronx; Award winning 
Journalist & former veteran re-
porter for the New York Times 
Jonathan Hicks, 58 from pan-
creatic Cancer.  Jonathan cov-
ered NYC politics from Mayor 
Dinkins’ historic election to 
Mayor Bloomberg’s controver-
sial third term.   He also wrote 
for the Amsterdam News, an-
chored the news on BET, and 
Co-founded a scholarship for 
aspiring Liberian journalists.  
Jonathan followed the footsteps 
of his father, who was Kansas 
City’s fi rst Black Journalist.   

Bronx Senior Wai Kuen 
Kwok, 61, who was brutally 
pushed off the D train plat-
form to his death in front of his 
distraught wife in The Bronx 
while on their way to China-
town for Sunday brunch.  TV 
Actor Carol Ann Susi, 62 best 
known as the voice of the un-
seen Mrs. Walowitz on “The Big 
Bang Theory.” of cancer.   Mo-
town Soul Singer Jimmy Ruf-
fi n, 78, best known for top ten 
double platinum hit “What Be-
comes of the Brokenhearted.”    
TV/ Stage Actor Marcia Stass-
man, 66, played Gabe Kaplan’s 
wife, Julie Kotter on 70’s hit 
sitcom “Welcome Back Kot-
ter.”   SNL Alum Jan Hooks, 57, 
also co-starred on “Designing 
Women.”  SNL Legendary An-
nouncer Don Pardo, 96.  Con-
troversial, long-time Washing-
ton D.C. Mayor Marion Barry, 
78.  Dominican-born Fashion 
Icon Oscar de la Renta, 82.  

And, Academy, Grammy, 
and Tony Award Winner Mike 
Nichols, 83, celebrated direc-
tor adored by theatergoers and 
Critics.  The German-born di-
rector and husband former 
ABC News Anchor Diane Saw-
yer was responsible for such 
hits as: “The Graduate, Who’s 

Afraid of Virginia Woolf, Car-
nal Knowledge, Catch-22, The 
Day of the Dolphin, Silkwood,  
Working Girl, Biloxi Blues, 
Postcards from the Edge, Re-
garding Henry, The Birdcage, 
Primary Colors, Angels in 
America, Closer, and Charlie 
Wilson’s War.”  May their spir-
its Rest in Eternal Peace...

Congratulations 

And Birthdays

Congratulations to B-PECA 
and her Chairman Raphael 
Schweizer for being honored 
with a plaque by CenterLight at 
their Annual Pre-Thanksgiv-
ing Banquette for our intergen-
erational work with the seniors 
and people with disabilities. 
WAY TO GO B-PECA!!!  We 
want to wish a Happy Birthday 
to CenterLight’s Carmen Cruz-
Lee, Director of Marketing and 
B-PECA’s Kenny Agosto, newly 
elected state committeeman of 
the 78th AD

Coat Drive Time!

B-PECA will be collecting 
used coats at are next general 
meeting; Thursday, Decem-
ber 11th at 6:30 pm at Center-
Light (Wallerstein) Center 2401 
White Plains Road on the cor-
ner of Waring Avenue across 
from Walgreens in The Bronx.  
 Defend your neighborhood! 

Become a part of the com-
munity solution by being a 
member of “Team B-PECA!”  
Our yearly membership dues 
are $20 which entitles you to a 
cool Team B-PECA t-shirt and 
a subscription to the Bronx 
Times Reporter.  If you have a 
question, comment, complaint, 
or concern you can call us at: 
347.654.7044.  You can email us 
at: BxParkEast@gmail.com.  

You can follow our odys-
sey at www.facebook.com/
groups/BxParkEast. Don’t be 
a”phantom juicer!” Unplug 
those unused chargers and live 
and love In August 2014, we ven-
tured to NYCHA Baychester 
Houses at E. 225th street to help 
the Residents Council with 
their c lean - up, and buil t them 
a lo vely wooden Tree-Guard , 
too.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Our regular meeting for 

December, followed by our An-
nual Christmas Party will not 
be on the 21st.  It will be on Sun-
day, December 21, at the Turner 
Club.  Meeting at 11 followed by 
our party starting around 12:30.  
Members can bring a spouse, 
partner or guest -  like I always 
say,  “don’t bring a spouse and 
guest at the same time”!  How 
about bringing a potential 
member who may need to bond 

with us and may have confl ict-
ing ideas about the Legion?

On Sunday, December 7 we 
have our holiday party at the 
VA Hospital Nursing Home at 
noon and volunteer elves are 
always needed.  Santa will be 
there.

The 7th is Pearl Harbor 
Day.  There will be a wreath 
ceremony at Bicentennial Me-
morial Park sponsored by the 
Silver Beach Memorial Post, 
on the 7th, at 1 p.m.  We will al-

ways Remember Pearl Harbor!  
Please fl y your fl ag at home 
too.

On Saturday, December 13 
there will be a performance re-
view at the Bronx VA Hospital.  

Fortunately, the worst problem 
seems to be staffi ng-related de-
lays?  Well, heads up folks the 
boss is coming!  

Also on the13th, our bud-
dies from the ‘Nam Knights 
Motorcycle Club will be at the 
VA from noon to 3 p.m. spread-
ing some cheer.

Don’t forget our Christmas 
Toy Drive in memory of Joe 
Mazz.

S.A.L. cards are on the 
way.  I honestly hope to have a 

reunion in the spring.  In the 
meantime, all of our local posts 
have great events, check them 
out here and come on by. 

Until next time: So many 
cool political wisecracks on 
the computer and there’s my 
usual warning about partying 
and driving over the holidays.  
For now, Happy Thanksgiving, 
from all of us to all of you.  We 
hope you are fairing well, we 
hope you will give, if you can, 
to those really in need.
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ally been under served when 
it comes to retail.

For Throggs Neck resi-
dents, the mall represents 
shopping convenience. 

Local merchant John Bon-
izio, who along with a partner 
is opening the fourth loca-

Throggs Neck Shopping Center celebrates grand opening
From page 1

tion of Metro Optics eyeglass 
stores in the mall, said that 
the shopping palace is a great 
thing for the area and the bor-
ough. 

“We are trying to do higher 
end here,” he said of the new 
store. 

Bonizio said about the mall: 

“this is defi nitely a home run. 
It has what most places in the 
Bronx don’t have – 600 park-
ing spaces.”

Mall developers quote the 
number of 650 free parking 
spaces to be exact. For some 
locals, the new shopping des-
tination will mean ease. 

“The Throggs Neck Home 
Owners are all excited about 
it,” said Rocco Talarico, TNMA 
vice-president, explaining 
some of the local reaction. “A 
lot of our members are elderly, 
and they now have somewhere 
to go that is close.” 

Community Board 10 

chairman Martin Prince said 
that other than any traffi c con-
cerns that the board will mon-
itor, the mall is all positive. 

Ferry Civic Association’s 
JoAnn Sohmers said that so 
far, traffi c had been good and 
that she had expected more 
traffi c and congestion. 

Among the dignitaries who 
spoke were Senator Jeff Klein 
who remarked about mak-
ing the Bronx a great place to 
live and work, Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. who 
expressed appreciation for 
the communication between 
the developer and elected of-
fi cials, and Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce president Lenny 
Caro. 

“It has been a long time 
coming, now we don’t have to 
leave the Bronx to shop - we 
have everything in the bor-
ough,” said Caro, adding “We 
are hiring people from the 
Bronx to bring down our un-
employment.”

The Throggs Neck Shop-
ping Center is located at the 
corner of Lafayette Avenue 
and Brush Avenue, alongside 
the Hutchinson River Park-
way. 

At the Throggs Neck Shopping Center ribbon cutting were (l-r) Tommy Messina representing Congressman Joe Crowley; Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto; Senator Jeff Klein; Borough President DIaz Jr.; Joseph Simone of Simone Development Companies; Joseph Kelleher of Simone and chairman 
of the Bronx Chamber of Commerce; Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation president Marlene Cintron; and Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
president Lenny Caro. Photo by Alexander Belisle

East Clark Place Court improves quality of life for residents
From page 1

Van Nest residents gathered on Taylor Avenue in September to protest Metro Safe Housing’s plan to bring 
transitional housing to the neighborhood. File photo

pressing their disapproval to 
all stakeholders.

Although the board had 
also recently opposed another 
group home in Van Nest, CB 
11 vice chair Al D’Angelo 
said the board is not against 
all shelters or group homes, 
but instead they want the in-
coming facilities to primar-
ily serve people in the neigh-
borhood. 

The individuals referred 
to Metro Safe Housing by 
NYC Human Resources Ad-
ministration would have 
come from all over the city.

“We’re not against a shel-
ter if they’re sheltering our 
own people,” said D’Angelo

The CEO of Metro Safe 
Housing, Fred Ardehali, did 
not attend the public hear-
ing, but later told the Bronx 
Times that he decided to pull 
the project because he felt the 
community was disrespect-
ful.

He was angered by the pro-
test in September, which he 
said was unauthorized and 
left fl yers all over the prop-
erty in question.

Metro Safe Housing would 
have created a more stable 
situation on Taylor Avenue, 
Ardehali claims, with secu-
rity cameras and increased 
attention paid to the street. 

The company has helped 
to improve the other streets 
in the Bronx where it has 
similar projects, he said.

“We were going to be help-
ing the community,” said Ar-
dehali. “It’s a bad neighbor-
hood that needs to be cleaned 
up.”

But in the end, Ardehali 
said he felt it wasn’t worth 
continuing to argue with the 
community.

“It didn’t make sense to go 
against a group of people who 
weren’t listening to what was 
being said,” said Ardehali.

The community board is 
considering the outcome  as a 
victory, said chairman Tony 
Vitaliano, since Metro Safe 
Housing was unable to con-
vince them that the company 
was a good fi t for the commu-
nity. 

Ardehali couldn’t tell the 
board what types of people 
would be living at the facil-
ity, or for how long, said Vi-

taliano, and in general was 
not responsive to the commu-
nity’s concerns.

“They didn’t do anything 
right, in our eyes,” he said.

He is glad the situation 

had a positive outcome.
“I’m happy for Van Nest,” 

he said.
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Protecting the middle class, and its values by Tom Allon

TOM ALLON

We have heard many elected 
leaders lament that our country 
— and our wonderfully diverse 
city — has lost its middle class 
in recent years. Bringing it back 
seems to be the rallying cry that 
everyone agrees is important.

It seems to me that the term 
“middle class” has a pretty wide 
range, and that most people in 
our city probably fall into this 
category. If you buy the termi-
nology of “Occupy Wall Street” 
then society breaks down be-
tween the “one percent” and 
the remaining 99 percent. That 
means there is an “ultra upper 
class” and then there is “the rest 
of us.” Instead of a three-tiered 
look at society, this way breaks 
it down to just two tiers, “the 
haves” and the “have less.”

It seems that our government 
have in the past decade leaned 
in favor of “the haves” and that 
is why there is a perception of 
a shrinking “middle class.” In-
come inequality has widened, 
with CEOs and fi nancial in-
dustry leaders making an ever-
growing piece of the national 
pie. Tech industry start-ups 

have lavished gobs of money on 
enterprising entrepreneurs and 
so everyone under 30 these days 
seems to be working on develop-
ing a new app.

But we need to keep sight of 
the fact that there are three im-
portant things in society that 
are making it very diffi cult for 
working-class people to make 
ends meet. In many urban cen-
ters like New York, people spend 
more than 35 percent of their 
net income on housing. Even 
with Obamacare trying to bring 
down costs, health care coverage 
costs continue to spiral upward.  
And perhaps the most egregious 
problem stressing not just mid-
dle class parents, but also their 
children, is the outlandish cost 
of higher education.

Housing, health care, and 
education are the pillars of our 
society, and they shouldn’t be so 
expensive that working families 
feel that they will drown in debt 
in order to attain them.

Now, with the holiday season 
approaching, it is a good time for 
us all to take stock of our station 
in life and to count our blessings, 

even if we are not one of the one 
percent or one of “the haves.” If 
you are relatively healthy, and 
those in your family and circle 
of friends are healthy, then you 
are very lucky. If you have a roof 
overhead and food on the table, 
then you should consider your-
self lucky. If you have a job that 
you look forward to each day 
and work with people who you 
trust and respect, then you are 
also very lucky.

If you have someone in your 
life who you can talk to about 
your triumphs and defeats and 
who loves you through all life’s 
ups and downs, then you are ex-
tra lucky. If you feel that your 
children and the next genera-
tion can benefi t from your hard 
work to make a world better 
than the one you were born into, 
then you have an important 
purpose in life.

If those things mentioned 
above mean more to you than 
material wealth, then you are 
part of life’s “upper class.” You 
have fi gured out what matters 
in life and you have your priori-
ties straight.

Being “middle class” is still 
certainly something many of us 
should aspire to, but it’s more 
than just about your income and 
material wealth. Being “middle 
class” should mean that you 
are content with your lot in life 
and that you are contributing 
to the betterment of society. Be-
ing “middle class” could mean 
that you recognize that life is 
not a “zero sum” game and that 
you can make things better for 
those around you in many ways 
that have nothing to do with 
money or possessions.  It seems 
to me that “middle class values” 
is probably something that we 
should all strive for: from the 
poor to the .001%. These values 
are that an honest day’s work 
should be rewarded with an 
honest day’s pay. That you can 
provide for yourself and your 
family, while making sure that 
those you work with can do the 
same. “Middle class values” can 
mean that you are content with 
yourself and with your life, so 
that you have enough time and 
energy to make life better for 
your family, your friends and 

your colleagues.
 So, I think we should resur-

rect “middle class values” as an 
aspiration in society. It seems 
very 1950s, but wasn’t that a 
more innocent period in Amer-
ica, when we felt that we can 
all do better and that the deck 
wasn’t stacked in favor of the 
few over the many?

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was the Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral candi-
date in 2013 before he left to re-
turn to the private sector. Reach 
him at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

BY FATHER RICHARD F. GORMAN
So, Did You Know . . . . .?

Thanksgiving is truly an 
American holiday.  It origi-
nated in the New World.  Even 
before it became a national hol-
iday established by law, gener-
ations of Americans celebrated 
a day of thanksgiving for bless-
ings received.  Americans, 
despite diversity in faith tra-
ditions, racial and ethnic back-
ground, economic status, gen-
der, age, or physical and mental 
condition uniformly anticipate 
and celebrate Thanksgiving 
Day.

One could suppose, then, 
that Americans know all that 
is fact about Thanksgiving.  Do 
they?  How about you, neigh-
bors and friends?  For example, 
do you know any or all of the 
following. . . . . .
• The fi rst Thanksgiving Day 
was held in the Autumn of 
1621, included 50 Pilgrims and 
90 Wampanoag Indians, and 
lasted three days.  Many his-
torians believe that only fi ve 
women were present at that 
fi rst Thanksgiving, as many 
women settlers didn’t survive 
that diffi cult fi rst year in the 
New World. 
• Thanksgiving didn’t become 
a national holiday until over 
200 years later.  Sarah Josepha 
Hale, the woman who actually 
wrote the classic song “Mary 
Had a Little Lamb” convinced 
President Abraham Lincoln in 
1863 to make Thanksgiving a 

national holiday, after writing 
letters for 17 years campaign-
ing for this to happen.
• Historians say that no turkey 
was served at the fi rst Thanks-
giving.  What was on the menu?  
Deer or venison, ducks, geese, 
oysters, lobster, eel and fi sh 
were.  They probably ate pump-
kins, but no pumpkin pies.   
They also did not eat mashed 
potatoes or cranberry relish, 
but they probably ate cranber-
ries.  There were no “Turduck-
ens”  --  i.e.,  a turkey stuffed 
with a duck that is stuffed with 
a chicken.   These were no-
where to be found during that 
fi rst Thanksgiving.
• The fi rst Thanksgiving was 
eaten with spoons and knives, 
but no forks!  Forks were not 
even introduced to the Pilgrims 
until 10 years later and were not 
a popular utensil until the eigh-
teenth century.  The Pilgrims, 
prior to utilizing forks, did use 
their fi ngers, however.
• Thanksgiving is the reason 
for T.V. dinners.  In 1953, Swan-
son had so much extra turkey  
--  260 tons  --  that a salesman 
told them they should package 
it onto aluminum trays with 
other sides like sweet potatoes.  
Ergo, the fi rst T.V. dinner was 
born!
• Thanksgiving was almost a 
fast and not a feast! The early 
settlers gave thanks by pray-
ing and abstaining from food, 
which is what they planned 
on doing to celebrate their 

fi rst harvest, that is, until the 
Wampanoag Indians joined 
them and  --  lucky for us!   --  
turned their fast into a three-
day feast!
• Each year, the President of the 
United States pardons a turkey 
and spares it from being eaten 
for Thanksgiving dinner.  The 
fi rst turkey pardon ceremony 
started with President Harry 
S. Truman in1947.
• Why is Thanksgiving the 
fourth Thursday in Novem-
ber? President Abraham Lin-
coln said Thanksgiving would 
be the fourth Thursday in No-
vember, but, in 1939, President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
moved it up a week hoping it 
would help improve the Christ-
mas shopping season and spur 
the economy during the De-
pression era.  It never caught 
on and it was changed back two 
(2) years later.
• The Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade began in 1924 with 
400 employees marching from 
Convent Ave to 145TH  Street 
in New York City.  No large bal-
loons were at this parade, as 
it featured only live animals 
from Central Park Zoo.

• Turkey is not responsible 
for drowsiness or the dreaded 
“food coma.”  Scientists say 
that extra glass of wine, the 
high-calorie meal or relaxing 
after a busy work schedule is 
what makes one drowsy!
• How did the tradition of 
watching football on Thanks-
giving start? The National 
Football League started the 
Thanksgiving Classic Games 
in 1920 and, since then, the 
Detroit Lions and the Dallas 
Cowboys have hosted games 
on Turkey Day.  In 2006, a third 
game was added with different 
teams hosting.
• Wild turkeys can run 20 miles 
per hour when they are scared, 
but domesticated turkeys are 
bred are heavier and cannot 
run quite that fast.
• Benjamin Franklin wanted 
the turkey to be the national 
bird of the United States in-
stead of the eagle.
• Americans eat forty-six mil-
lion turkeys each Thanksgiv-
ing.
• Neil Armstrong and Buzz 
Aldrin’s fi rst meal in space af-
ter walking on the moon was 
foil packets with roasted tur-
key.
• The heaviest turkey on re-
cord, according to the Guin-
ness Book of Records, weighed 
86 pounds.
• Campbell’s soup created green 
bean casserole for an annual 
cookbook 50 years ago.  It now 
sells 20 million dollars worth of 

cream of mushroom soup.
There is one most important 

thing that all of us know  --  viz., 
that the need for and the ori-
gin of Thanksgiving Day both 
spring from a common yearn-
ing to acknowledge God’s lov-
ing goodness and His munifi -
cent generosity to us.  Join me, 
then, fulfi lling this need rooted 
in the very core of our being 
by praying these words, taken 
from the Preface of the Roman 
Catholic Mass for Thanksgiv-
ing Day:

Father, all-powerful and 
ever-living God, we do well al-
ways and everywhere to give You 
thanks. We acknowledge You as 
the Lord of all Nations, the Cre-
ator of land, and sea, and sky, 
the Source of the wonders of na-
ture and salvation. Through 
Your Word You called all things 
into being, that You might be-
stow on us Your love refl ected 
in the vastness of the universe 
and the bounty of this earth. You 
placed creation in our care, yet 
You alone sustain all life with the 
gentle dew of Your Word and the 
life-giving breath of Your Spirit. 
Your gifts of nature have not ex-
hausted Your goodness, for the 
fullness of Your love is revealed 
by the imparting of the manifold 
gifts of Your Grace. Our hearts 
are moved to thankful praise, 
and so we join the choirs of an-
gels and saints in proclaiming 
Your glory. Amen.

Happy Thanksgiving!  See 
you after the feast!
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“I think there is going to be confusion because 
they are not sure who to focus on. I think that 
puts us at an advantage.”

SPELLMAN COACH JANE MORRIS  ................................ 62

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
What ailed DeWitt Clin-

ton in its season-ending loss 
looked a lot like that issues 
that plagued it all season.

The fourth-seeded Gov-
ernors were able to survived 
mistakes against weaker op-
ponents, but errors and fail-
ing to seize momentum cost 
them in a 28–8 home defeat 
to No. 5 Grand Street in the 
PSAL City Conference foot-
ball quarterfi nals last Satur-
day afternoon. 

“All though we won those 
games, if you look at fi lm for 
us it was always big play, hold-
ing, turnover,” Clinton coach 
Howard Langley said. “It was 
exactly how the season played 
out for us.”

Clinton was burned early 
by an 80-yard touchdown pass 
from Justin White to Kimani 
Talbot. Later in the fi rst half, 
White scrambled for a fi rst 
down on fourth down and 
a roughing the passer call 
against the Governors ne-
gated a drive-ending inter-
ception by Joseph Kennedy. 
White would eventually hook 
up with Romilio Littlejohn for 
a 15-yard touchdown to make 
it 14-0 Grand Strett midway 
through the second quarter. 

The Governors (9–2) got 
themselves back in the game 
just before halftime thanks 
to the duo of quarterback 
Dashown Wilson Jr. and 
Chesley Carter. Langley gave 
Wilson Jr. the nod over ju-
nior Brandon Harris. In his 
mind Wilson Jr. is steady and 
played more games this sea-
son than Harris, who sat out 
for disciplinary reasons dur-
ing the year.  

Wilson Jr. and Carter 
hooked up for a 20-yard pass 
to put Clinton deep in Wolves 
territory late in the second 
quarter. Carter out jumped 
a defender on third down for 
a 20-yard touchdown grab 
to help pull the Governors 
within 14-8 at halftime. Ed-
ward Nunez ran in the 2-point 
conversion. 

“I’ve seen the ball go up,” 
Carter said. “I tried to go it. 

I got it. I came down with it 
and was happy. Touchdown.”

The game got away from 
Clinton after that a 48-
yard touchdown pass from 
White to Taysir Mack put 
Grand Street (11–1) back up 
two scores. The Governors 
looked primed to answer 
as Grand Street penalties 
brought them to the Wolves 
21-yard line. Clinton fumbled 
on the next play and Justin 

Phillip returned it 76-yard 
for a score. Both players 
quickly turned the game in 
the Brooklyn school’s favor.

“That was the big play 
in the game,” Langley said 
of Mack’s touchdown. “The 
scoop and score that was a 
wrap.”

Despite the loss he was 
proud of his team’s season 
and what the accomplished. 
Clinton’s only regular season 

loss was to defending cham-
pion Abraham Lincoln and 
they earned a fi rst-round bye 
in the playoffs. The players 
will never forget this season 
despite not accomplishing 
their ultimate goal.  

“We accomplished a lot,” 
Carter said. “We made it to 
the playoffs, second round. 
We wanted to go to the fi nals, 
but it was an upset. I’ll re-
member this team forever.”  

CLINTON LOSES TO GRAND 
STREET IN PLAYOFF GAME

DeWitt Clinton’s Solomon Reed is tackled by a pack of Grand Street defenders. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

I think that the score of 
this game should have been 
28-20, NY. But because of 
numerous non-calls, missed 
calls, and wrong calls Dallas 
won. Some of the guys said 
I’m a conspiracy nut- yet I 
don’t think so. I think the 
network didn’t want Romo 
disabled, ala Theismann, on 
national TV  so the “zebras” 
looked the other way on a 
lot of holding, had reviews 
go the Cowboy way, and let 
a lot of roughing calls go 
uncalled. Odell Beckham 
astounded everyone with 
his catches yet had to leave 
the game in the 3rd Q after 
a hit to his back while run-
ning after a catchthreaten-
ing a NY score. It’s strange 
how these things just hap-
pen- isn’t it?

Buffalo (6-5) 38    

Jets (2-9) 3

Different venue- same re-
sults- enough said.

Futility?
From the Sports Cur-

mudgeon, “Dwight Perry 
of the Seattle Times had a 
perfect perspective on that 
record as it relates to Kobe 
and the Lakers:

“Kobe Bryant broke an 
unwelcome NBA career re

WEEK 12   
Dallas 

(8-3) 31
NY Giants

(3-8) 28

Continued on Page 63
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The New York Yankees, Legends Hospitality and the Supportive Children’s Advocacy 
Network (SCAN) teamed up to host a Thanksgiving feast for several hundred local 
residents at SCAN-NY’s Mullaly Recreation Center in the Bronx. SCAN-NY has pro-
vided support to thousands of New York City-based at-risk families since 1977. Their 
mission is to provide these families and children living in East Harlem and the South 
Bronx with integrated family-focused programming which uses a positive approach 
to harness self-esteem, initiative and the development of life skills.

YANKEES AND SCAN TEAM UP TO SERVE 
THANKSGIVING MEAL TO LOCAL RESIDENTS

The New York Yankees today an-
nounced special holiday on-sale op-
portunities exclusively for Master-
Card cardholders to purchase tickets 
for select 2015 New York Yankees home 
games in April, May and June.

Beginning at 10 a.m. ET on Black 
Friday (November 28) and continuing 
through 10 p.m. on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 24, all fans using their MasterCard 
may purchase specially priced indi-
vidual game tickets to select 2015 New 
York Yankees home games in April, 
May and June as part of the “Master-
Card Preferred Pricing” program, 
which offers discounts of up to $15 per 
ticket in select seating categories when 
purchasing using a MasterCard.

Select MasterCard $5 and Half-
price Games will be available for pur-
chase during the above on-sale.

Additionally, from 10:00 a.m. ET on 
Black Friday (November 28) through 
11:59 p.m. on Cyber Monday (Decem-
ber 1) only, there will be a special “Buy 
2, Get 2” offer. Fans can save up to 50 
percent off select seats with this op-
portunity by using their MasterCard 
and the code MCB2G2. The “Buy 2, Get 
2” offer is valid for four games during 
the 2015 season (May 8, May 22, May 26 

and June 18).
Fans interested in taking advan-

tage of the above special single-game 
MasterCard on-sale opportunities 
may purchase tickets by visiting 
www.yankees.com/priceless or www.
yankeesbeisbol.com, or by calling 
Ticketmaster at (877) 469-9849 or (800) 
943-4327 (TTY). This on-sale opportu-
nity will not be available at the Yan-
kee Stadium Ticket Offi ce or Ticket-
master outlets.

Existing Yankees Season Ticket Li-
censees using their MasterCard will 
have special advanced access to all 
of the above ticket specials during an 
exclusive pre-on-sale from 8:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. ET on November 28.

Also on sale on www.yankees.com 
beginning at 10:00 a.m. ET on Black 
Friday (November 28) will be 16-game, 
12-game and nine-game value plans for 
the 2015 regular season.  The 16-game, 
12-game and nine-game plan offers are 
available for all fans regardless of the 
form of payment.  Nine-game plan of-
fers are available starting at $90.  Ex-
isting Yankees Season Ticket Licens-
ees, regardless of the form of payment, 
may begin purchasing these value 
plans at 8 a.m. on November 28.

New York Yankees announce 2015
Holiday Ticket On-Sale presented by

Mastercard Priceless New York

Cardinal Spellman coach Jane Morris was happy with the way her team played in a sesson 
opening win over Truman. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Star power won’t be one of Cardinal 

Spellman’s strength like it has been 
in recent years. The lack of a surefi re 
Division-I player like Maria Backman 
(Michigan), Onia Webb (Northeast-
ern) or Troi Melton (Boston Univer-
sity) won’t keep the Pilots from again 
being one of the city’s best girls’ bas-
ketball teams. 

Spellman is balanced, deep and led 
by the versatile duo of Jade Vega and 
Niajah Morgan. Both are dynamic of-
fensive players and are committed to 
playing defense. Opponents can no lon-
ger defend the Pilots by trying to shut 
down their star. 

“I think there is going to be confu-
sion because they are not sure who to 
focus on,” Spellman coach Jane Mor-
ris said.  “I think that puts us at an ad-
vantage.”

Her team showed off its balance in 
a 59–45 road victory over borough ri-
val and host Harry Truman on Nov. 
19.  Vega tallied 18 points and eight 
rebounds, senior forward Kameron 
Stone had 14 points and 12 boards and 
Morgan chipped in 14 points.  Lisa 
Fields paced Truman with 14 points, 
Aneisha Lyon has 12 and Dyonna Da-
vis 10. Morris liked what she saw from 
her team, with it being so early in the 
season and in the atmosphere of a 
packed Truman gym.

“They handled it well,” she said. “I 
was really happy with what they did 
early on. Hopefully it continues.”

Morris can go 10 players deep and 
started fi ve seniors against Truman 
even after losing Backman, Teresa 
Tartarone and Danelle Gibson to 
graduation.  

Kameron will be Spellman’s best 
inside threat, but will have plenty of 
help. Senior Ashley Arias and Bailaou 
Diallou will both contribute in the 
paint. JaNaya Tate, a senior guard, 
is versatile on the wing and class-
mate Sade Rogers is a superb shooter. 
Sophomore Nicole Hill also impressed 
against Truman. Spellman wants to 
use its depth and athleticism to its ad-
vantage as much as possible.

“If we play defense together we are 
going to be able to create steals,” Vega 
said. “Which can lead to fast break 
points. We can push the ball.” 

This group feels it missed an op-
portunity after Vega broke her arm to 
win a CHSAA Class A state title last 
season and head to the state Federa-
tion tournament in Albany. It is moti-
vating this group to try to make it hap-
pen this year, especially with an older 
roster. 

“We wanted it so bad, but when I 
broke my arm it kind of hurt,” Vega 
said. “We feel it gives us more fi re to 
want to win and make it to states.”

Balanced Spellman wins 
opener against Truman

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Fordham coach Tom Pecora didn’t 

try to sugarcoat his team’s perfor-
mance against UMass-Lowell. It was 
“embarrassing” in his mind. 

The Rams men’s basketball team 
fell 64-57 to the River Hawks at Rose 
Hill last Sunday night. UMass Low-
ell out of the America East collected 
just four of its 10 wins on the road this 
season. Fordham dropped its third 
straight decision.  

“We came across guys that were 
undersized, but I think that was the 
epitome of ‘it’s not the size of the dog in 
the fi ght, but the size of the fi ght in the 
dog.’” Pecora said. “They just wanted 
it more than we did.” 

Fordham (1-3) played a game that 
didn’t fi t its personnel. The Rams are 
not a team that shoots 3-pointers par-
ticularly well and they relied on them 
too much. Fordham shot just 5-for-27 
from beyond the arc. 

UMass Lowell (3-2) also forced 18 
Fordham turnovers and capitalized 
with 18 points. Combine the turnovers, 
the forcing of 3-pointers, and shooting 
only 12-for-20 from the free throw line 
and Fordham didn’t help its cause. 

“We missed layups, we missed free 
throws, and we turned the ball over. 
That’s why we didn’t win tonight,” 
Pecora said. “We shoot near 90 per-
cent from the foul line every day in 

practice, and then we miss eight free 
throws. I’m not making excuses.  You 
could say they’re young. Players play, 
man. I’ve coached freshmen that have 
dominated games.”

Fordham came out early in the fi rst 
half and looked like they were going to 

carry over what they brought to Mary-
land in a hard fought loss earlier in the 
week. The Rams were able to gain a 
13-4 lead and things were looking up. 

The turnover bug kept biting Ford-
ham as it allowed UMass Lowell to 
creep back into the game thank to 

12 fi rst half turnovers. As the River 
Hawks began to close the gap the Rams 
kept shoot more 3-pointers and found 
themselves down 25-24 at the half.

The second half was a back and 
forth affair. Fordham and UMass Low-
ell traded baskets until the 9:00 left in 
the game. The River Hawks went on a 
9-0 run to put the Rams in a 57-46 hole. 

There were a few bright spots for 
Fordham. Freshman Eric Paschall, 
who missed last game with an irregu-
lar heartbeat, played 34 minutes and 
led the Rams with 16 points. Junior 
Ryan Rhoomes had a strong night on 
the boards as he contributed with 13 
points and 15 rebounds for his second 
double-double on the season. UMass 
Lowell’s Marco Banegas-Flores was 
the go to guy for the River Hawks as he 
scored 16 points, shot 6-for-11 from the 
fi eld and handed out fi ve assists

Fordham believes they can take a 
major lesson from this defeat. 

“I didn’t see the intensity, I didn’t 
see the toughness, so hopefully it’s a 
lesson learned to these young play-
ers,” Pecora said. “Winning Division-
I basketball games against anybody 
is a tough thing, and if winning was 
easy, everybody would do it. I tell the 
team that all the time. We’ve got a lot 
of growing up to do.”

Poor shooting dooms Rams in loss to UMass

Ryan Rhoomes scored 13 points for Fordham in a loss to UMass Lowell. 
 Fordham Athletics

BY WINSTON DINKINS
With the XC (cross country) sea-

son winding down, Velocity Track 
Club New York continues to improve. 
Our goal is to have our children 
standing on the podium of the 2014 
AAU (American Amateur Union) 
XC National Championship in Rim 
Rock Farm, Lawrence, Kansas on 
Saturday, December 6th.  To help 
us prepare for our goal, on Sunday, 
November 16, 2014, we competed in 
the Thanks-Running Day XC Meet 
hosted by Eclipse Track Team at Van 
Cortlandt Park, Bronx NY. The com-
petition was good and the course is 
hard.  Plus they gave Free Turkeys 
to every winner in their events and 
1st place trophies & awards to the top 
6 in each race.  Our blessing contin-
ued! We had 6 student athletes com-
pete and 5 won awards.  Tiarra Jack-
son took 4th in the girls 8 years old 
& under 2K (1.5 miles) race.  In the 
boys 9 & 10 years old 3k (1.8 miles) 
race, Dontae Lindo took 2nd, Jordan 
Ingram took 4th and Julian Caldwell 
took 8th place.  In the girls 13 – 14 di-
vision, Giovanna Tolbert took 2nd 
in the 4K (2.5 miles) race and Darius 
Gordon won a turkey with a 1st place 
fi nish in the boys 15 – 16 years old 5k 
(3.1 miles) race.  

On Sunday, November 23, we com-

peted in the Run to Deliver 4 Miles 
Run, to benefi t God’s Love We Deliver, 
host by the NYRR (New York Road 
Runners).   This was an incredible 
event for a good cause.  There were 
approximately 5,000 participates tak-
ing the 4 miles challenge through 
Central Park NY.  Each participate 
received lovely long sleeve T-shirts, 
water and bagels.  There were also 
kid races for ages 12 years old and 
younger.  They also received books 
and children items.  Our children ran 

the 4 miles race and then the shorter 
children races.  The 4 miles run will 
help with their endurance; it will help 
better prep them for the nationals in 
Kansas.  In the 4 mile race, Dontae 
took 6th place, Jordan took 7th place 
& Julian took 11th place in the boys 
14 years old & under.  Giovanna took 
2nd place & Jacqueline Kendall took 
3rd place in the girls 14 years old & 
under race. Giovanna & Jacqueline 
won lovely plagues.  Darius took 4th 
in the boys 15 – 17 years old division.  
This was a good test for them, to run 
a race, where the distance is lon-
ger than what they would normally 
run should make their regular race 
easier.  Great Job!!!  After the 4 mile 
race, Dontae, Julian, Jordan and Ja-
siah Isaac (VTC Baby Farm Team) 
competed in the kids’ races.  Jasiah 
won the 2 years & younger boys’ race 
and Dontae won the 8 & 9 years old 
boys’ race.  Go Velocity!!!

Anyone interested in supporting 
Velocity Track Club New York.  We 
are a 501(c)3 - Non-for Profi t.  Just 
write the check of any size to Veloc-
ity Track Club New York.  Your do-
nation is a tax write off and we will 
send you a receipt.  For additional 
information, please Contact Coach 
Winston Dinkins at 914-441-6196 or 
email me at WATCLT@AOL.COM.   

Velocity Track Club New York

Velocity Track Club New York highlights Pipe Dreams

cord with his 13,418th missed 
shot. “Or as he prefers to call them, 
rebounding opportunities for team-
mates.”

Perry Patter

These came from Dwight Perry 
(Seattle Times), “If I’m ever accused 
of wrongdoing,” wrote Len Berman 
of ThatsSports.com, “I want Flor-
ida State and FIFA to investigate.”

“According to The Wall Street 
Journal, from 1944 to 2013 the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology 
produced exactly as many Nobel 
Prize winners (80) as it did football 
victories.

But not this year: The gridiron 
Engineers are 8-0 and off to the 
NCAA Division III playoffs.

“Brad Dickson of the Omaha 
(Neb.) World-Herald, on Troy’s 34-17 
football win over Idaho: “I picture 
the victorious Troy coach being 
carried off the field by his play-
ers when he says, ‘Guys, c’mon, we 
just beat Idaho,’ and they promptly 
drop him.” “Money Talks Dept. The 
NFL fined Seahawks RB Marshawn 
Lynch $100,000 for not talking to 
the media enough the past two sea-
sons.

To the surprise of absolutely no 
one, Lynch had no comment.”

from Page 61
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GOLD CREST CARE CENTER’S primary goal is to get your loved 

one back home quickly. We are committed to delivering a personalized plan 

of care by offering a range of unique programs tailored to individual needs 

including: Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, Massage 

Therapy and Cardiac Rehabilitation.

WE OFFER specialized programs for residents recovering from a variety 

of illnesses and conditions. The skilled team of professionals are trained to 

implement physician care plans based on each resident's medical diagnosis 

and recovery potential. Our multilingual and multi-disciplinary team that 

applies a holistic approach to the medical, nursing, social, and dietary needs 

of each individual resident.

2316 BRUNER AVE, BRONX, NEW YORK 10469  |  WWW.GOLDCRESTCC.COM

718.882.6400  |  ADMISSIONS@GOLDCRESTCC.COM

The Highest Standards of Care

WE WELCOME YOU TO STOP BY FOR A TOUR OF OUR FACILITY


