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Campus will provide 
outpatient care and surgery

BEDLESS HOSPITAL 
OPENS AT HUTCH

Passing of 
WLCA’s 
Anthony 
Cannata

Showing Our Pride
Mikaela Monnelly celebrates her relative Frank Parisi, the grand marshal 
of the Throggs Neck Veterans Day Parade, at Senator Jeff Klein’s pre-
parade breakfast on Sunday, November 9 at Villa Barone Manor. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The soaring demand for out-

patient care and surgery in the 
Bronx has fi nally been met.

Montefi ore Health System 
held a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
and a tour for the offi cial grand 
opening of its brand new, 12-
story, Hutchinson Campus on 
Monday, November 10.

The Hutchinson Campus, a 
$152 million, 280,000-square-foot 
complex located on 1250 Waters 
Place in the Hutchinson Metro 
Center, was designed to provide 
Bronxites a better experience - 

offering them primary and spe-
cialty care visits, diagnostic im-
aging and surgery, a full-service 
pharmacy and interior designs to 
make a patient’s experience more 
pleasant.

The medical complex includes 
valet parking, views of the Long 
Island Sound, operating rooms 
equipped with specialized over-
head lamps that do not cast shad-
ows and plastic lined walls to re-
duce the spread of infection.

Attending the ceremony were 
president & CEO of Montefi ore 

Continued on Page 4

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Anthony ‘Tony’ Cannata, 

longtime president of the Water-
bury-LaSalle Community Asso-
ciation and former Community 
Board 10 chairman, died on Sun-
day, November 2 at age 88.

He is survived by his wife Yo-
landa, his daughter Mary Ann 
Guarneri, and his son Anthony 
Cannata, Jr.

Cannata was a veteran who 
served in the Navy during World 
War II. He moved to the Bronx 
with his wife when they married 
in 1952.

A butcher by trade, Cannata 
worked at his store in Brooklyn 
for more than 40 years before 
semi-retiring and working for lo-
cal shops in the Bronx.

Cannata was one of the found-
ing members of the Waterbury-
LaSalle Community Association 
in 1976, and began serving as 
president four years later, said 
member Mary Jane Musano. He 
served the organization as presi-
dent, and recently as president 
emeritus, for 34 years.

“He really was an advocate for 
his community,” said Musano.

Cannata was passionate about 
improving his neighborhood and 
skilled at working with people, 
she said.

“He knew how to bring people 
together,” said Musano.

He was also skilled at working 
with the local elected offi cials, 
she said, and got to know them 
well over the years.

One such person is Council-
man James Vacca, who was dis-
trict manager when Cannata was 
on CB 10. He describes Cannata 
as a very principled person.

Continued on Page 4

Throggs Neck 
veterans march on

BY ROBERT WIRSING
This year’s Throggs Neck 

Veterans Day Parade marches 
onward into history.

Sunday, November 9 com-
memorated 30 years for the 
highly successful annual neigh-
borhood celebration that honors 
the service, bravery, and sacri-
fi ces made by all veterans for our 
country . 

This year’s parade saw many 
community members lending 
their full support to honor our 

former service men and women. 
The annual event commenced 
with Senator Jeff Klein’s Veter-
ans Day Breakfast at the Villa 
Barone Manor, which saw over 
300 people in attendance. The 
event was hosted by Council-
man James Vacca in Klein’s ab-
sence as he was out of town at the 
time.

“Once again, this year’s Vet-
erans Day Parade Breakfast at 
Villa Barone was a tremendous 

Continued on Page 11



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The New York Rising 

initiative held its third 
public engagement meet-
ing with recommenda-
tions for the east Bronx 
waterfront resiliency in 
major storms. 

The meeting was 
held at Providence Rest 
in Country Club on 
Wednesday, November 
5, and presented the pub-
lic with 12 ideas to make 
much of the east Bronx 
waterfront more resil-
ient in cases of extreme 
weather. The area covers 
roughly from Harding 
Park in Clason Point, to 
Throggs Neck and Ferry 
Point, to Country Club 
and Spencer Estate, and 
over to City Island. As 
of press time, a plan-
ning committee of com-
munity leaders and offi-
cials is expected to vote 

on the recommendations 
at their eighth meeting 
on Thursday, November 
13. This comes after dia-
loguing in extensive ses-
sions since the summer.

NY Rising is a state-
wide resiliency enter-
prise, with backing from 
Governor Cuomo, and 
with subcommittees in 
areas all over the state. 
It the east Bronx, it has 
$3 million to spend on 
capital and other im-
provements in communi-
ties most affected by ex-
treme weather, and the 
ability to recommend 
larger projects and goals 
if needed. 

The recent meeting, 
where the public made 
recommendation votes 
on their top three priori-
ties out of the dozen sug-
committee member John 
Doyle, of City Island, 

said about NY Rising 
after the meeting: “The 
governor’s people seem 
to really be on the ball.” 

Ferry Point NY Ris-
ing committee member 
Dorethea Poggi said that 
NY Rising was an oppor-
tunity for the commu-
nity to plan. 

“NY Rising was a 
great way to get the com-
munity to realize what 
the future might bring 
and what we might have 
to do to protect our-
selves, and also what 
will not be done for us,” 
she said, adding “at least 
they educated us to find 
ways to prepare.”  

Among the recom-
mendations are the cre-
ation of a local commu-
nity recovery plan to 
enhance functions after 
a storm and coordinate 
with city resources; im-

provements to the Lo-
cust Point Civic Associa-
tion’s building to make 
it less prone to f looding; 
a building f lood audit 
program with financial 
assistance; Hammond 
Cove shoreline grade el-

evation; City Island wet-
land restoration; as well 
as pilot project to raise 
some waterside street 
endings, and studies 
on Harding Park shore-
line and of Westchester 
Creek. 

For more information 
on the New York State 
initiative NY Rising as it 
relates to the East Bronx 
waterfront, visit: www.
stormrecovery.ny.gov/
nyrcr/community/east-
bronx-waterfront

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Island leaders 

toured Hart Island in a con-
tinuing effort to gain sup-
port for its transfer from the 
Department of Corrections 
to the Parks Department.

Home to the city’s Pot-
ter’s Field, a delegation of 20 
people, including key lead-
ers in the City Island Civic 
Association, City Island 
Chamber of Commerce, rep-
resentatives from Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr.’s 
and Councilman James Vac-
ca’s offi ces, toured the 100-
acre island with the DOC on 
Wednesday, November 5. 

Advocates of the public 
getting easier access to the 
large mass graves on the 
island, located just off the 
coast of City Island and Or-
chard Beach in Long Island 
Sound, are hoping that the 
visit provided adequate rea-
sons for the transfer of the 
island’s jurisdiction to the 
Parks Department. 

Among the transfer sup-
porters was Melinda Hunt 
of the Hart Island Project. 

She said that the City Is-
landers were supportive of 
a change, and believes that 
at least the northern side of 
Hart Island would be a per-
fect place for a park since it 
is not an active burial site 
and doesn’t have a lot of 
grave markers. The mark-
ers it does have could be 
removed, as grave sites can 
be found using a Global Po-
sitioning System (GPS). 

“They were very sup-
portive in terms of trans-
ferring jurisdiction in some 
way,” said Hunt of the City 
Islanders who were on the 
rare visit. 

Pual Klein, vice-pres-
ident of the City Island 
Chamber of Commerce, 
said the group visited areas 
accessible by roads, describ-
ing the trip as an “overview 
of the space.” 

“It terms of space, there 
are beautiful views,” said 
Klein. “I think it would be a 
great addition to the Parks 
Department.” 

Klein said he thinks that 
there should be a ferry to 

Hart Island from Orchard 
Beach, with a possible stop 
on City Island. 

“I think it should be 
open to the public,” he said, 
adding “I think it would be 
a great thing.”   

Most of the abandoned 
buildings on the south side 
of the island have been left 
to nature, said CICA cor-
responding secretary John 
Doyle, who was on the trip. 
He said the tour took about 
two hours. Mobile phones 
were taken from the attend-
ees before they were put on 
the ferry and shuttled across 
part of the sound, he said.  

“It would be nice to open 
it up a little bit to the pub-
lic, and I didn’t see any-
thing there that changed 
my mind about doing that,” 
he said. “I think it was help-
ful for our associations, the 
civic and the chamber, to get 
the same tour and the same 
briefi ng so we are basically 
on the same page.” 

Citing a history that 
includes the fi nal resting 
places of generations of New 

Yorkers, and a Civil War 
Memorial, Doyle called it a 
“unique piece of history,” 
and said that the group was 
given a longer and more 
extensive tour than most 
visitors receive when visit-
ing the graves of their loved 
ones. 

There is currently legis-
lation before the Fire and 
Criminal Justice committee 
of the City Council calling 
for a change in jurisdiction, 
said Hunt, Yet, ironically, 

there was no representative 
from the Parks Department 
on the site visit, she added. 

Vacca’s chief-of-staff, 
Michael Rivadeneyra, was 
on the trip representing 
the councilman. After the 
tour, he said issues like the 
examination of the capacity 
of the Parks Department’s 
budget to determine if the 
cost of a new park can be 
absorbed, and if they can 
turn the island into a place 
where people can come to 

pay their respects, should 
be explored. 

He said that currently, 
all but three members of the 
Bronx’s City Council delega-
tion have expressed at least 
some support for the bill. 

The position of the Hart 
Island Project has been that 
Parks would be a more ap-
propriate agency to manage 
the island to more easily 
facilitate visits by grieving 
people who have loved ones 
buried there. 

B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

 N
o

v
e

m
b

e
r

 1
6

, 2
0

1
4

   
  2

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

The ferry dock to Hart Island, at the eastern end of Fordham Street on City Island, is clearly marked as 
a restricted area by both the Department of Correction which runs the island, and the Department of 
Transportation which operates the ferry. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Hart Island tour pushes Parks transfer

NY Rising presents 
waterfront ideas

(l-r) Barbara Wilks, Virginia Mikaelian and Frannie Peterson review NY Rising charts with recommenda-
tions at the third public meeting in the east Bronx on Wednesday, November 5. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Women ages 21–32 interested in  
becoming anonymous egg donors  
should contact Jessica at 914-997-1060  
or email eggdonor@montefiore.org.

Compensation is $8,000 upon  
completion of cycle.

Institute for Reproductive Medicine and Health,
Center for Fertility Preservation
141 South Central Avenue
Hartsdale, New York 10530

www.montefiore.org/ivf

Egg Donors  
Needed

060 

h,

Maple-Fields.com  | 914.461.9208

GPS Address: 31 Schutt Road, Town of Wallkill, NY
Open 7 days a week from 10am to 5pm
Also available by appointment.

 *Restrictions apply. Please see Sales Representative for details. 

You’re invited to a  

Homebuyer Seminar at

Saturday, November 15th at 12pm

Here’s your perfect opportunity to discover 
the unprecedented opportunities for today’s 
homebuyers at Maple Fields. You will learn from 
start-to-finish, the essentials about purchasing a 
new home at an informative seminar presented 
in a relaxed setting with refreshments! 

Topics will include:

 
cost analysis.

Join a mortgage expert for a discussion on 
today’s unprecedented low interest rates and 
how buying now will save you money over the 
life of your loan.

Call to rsvp, space is limited!

Specially Priced from 

$259,900

LUXURY TOWNHOMES

3 BEDS, 2.5 Baths

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The founder and owner 

of a store that sells custom-
ized baseball equipment 
and merchandise has found 
his “home” plate, but not on 
a baseball fi eld.

Carlos Cruz, a Panama 
native who played college 
baseball for Queens Col-
lege, now has a physical 
location and machine shop 
for his sporting goods com-
pany Crunoz, which had 
previously only operated 
through online sales.

Crunoz, which is located 
on 728 E. 136th Street, is 
the perfect source for ball-
players of all ages and skill 
levels who are looking for 
customized baseball gear, 
such as bats, batting gloves, 
fi elding gloves, hats and 
uniforms.

The choices are endless. 
Customers can choose the 
color, size, weight and de-
sign of their product. They 
can also watch their cus-
tomized bats be made, step 
by step - in house.

“We want customers to 
get the full experience when 
they walk into the store and 
pick out their customized 
equipment – the same expe-
rience that a professional 
baseball player would re-
ceive,” said the founder and 
owner, who refers to his 
store as the “baseball man 

cave” and a “boutique for 
baseball” in the Bronx.

The waiting process for 
a customized bat is only 
a  half an hour, a glove or 
batting gloves can be made 
within two to four weeks 
and uniforms (which are 
usually sold to an entire 
team) made within four to 
six weeks. Cruz said that 
customized batting helmets 
and cleats would be avail-
able in the near future, as 
part of a product-expansion 
process that takes place ev-
ery few months.

Customers can ‘road 
test’ their merchandise af-
terwards at New York Slug-
gers, a batting cage just one 
fl oor down from the mecca 
of customized baseball 
merchandise.

The store’s location in 
this baseball town has a 
signifi cant meaning for 
Cruz, who stamps every 
single bat he makes with 
a ‘MADE IN THE BRONX’ 
logo. “No bat will ever leave 
the store without it,” Cruz 
vowed.

Crunoz’  began playing 
baseball at age fi ve, before 
moving to the United States 
when he was 13.  Cruz 
graduated from Newtown 
High School in Queens and 
earned a scholarship to play 
baseball at Queens College, 
where he was school MVP 

for two years and made the 
All-Conference North East 
Team in his senior year 
prior to graduating in 2003.

“This company was 
formed from my belief of 
the importance of customer 
satisfaction and my love for 
baseball,” said Cruz. “Un-
fortunately, I was never 
able to afford name brands 
when I was growing up, so 
my goal was to give chil-
dren who were in the same 
position an opportunity to 
purchase customized base-
ball equipment at an afford-
able price.”

Crunoz’ success did not 
come easy.

Cruz began planning 
his company with just $50 
after graduating college, 
saving money while receiv-
ing helpful advice from 
close family members and 
teammates about ways to 
run the business. 

Eventually, he started 
selling bats to customers 
online while working his 
day job at Canon, where he 
has been working in hu-
man resources since 2007.

“If you have a dream 
and you have the passion 
for it, then you can make it 
into a reality one day,” said 
Karla Cruz, Carlos’ sister 
who is the Crunoz accoun-
tant. “My brother is a per-
fect example of that.”

Baseball gear maker, a proud 
Bronx entrepreneur

Carlos Cruz, founder and owner of Crunoz, sits in his ‘baseball boutique’ with customized uniforms and 
hats. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Health System Dr. Steven 
M. Safyer, president of Si-
mone Development Joseph 
Simone, elected offi cials, 
community leaders, doc-
tors, nurses and other Mon-
tefi ore, who talked about 
the “hospital without beds” 
that will now provide the 
Bronx with its largest am-
bulatory surgery center.

As part of the hospi-
tal system’s shift toward 
outpatient operations, 
Hutchinson Campus will 
send patients home the 
same day, creating a faster, 
more effi cient way of ser-
vice for both patients and 
staff.

“We are all very happy 
and proud that this facility 
is now available and open 
to all patients who need 
care,” said Simone.

“The Hutchinson Cam-
pus will provide the Bronx 
as well as its neighboring 

communities with faster 
and safer treatment and 
will compliment Mon-
tefi ore’s already stellar 
reputation.”

You may be asking your-
self, “How is a hospital sup-
posed to operate properly 
without beds?”

The medical advances 
of the Hutchinson Campus 
allow procedures, which 
are traditionally done in 
hospitals, to be performed 
on an outpatient basis. The 
results of these procedures 
have proved to provide bet-
ter results for outpatients.

Currently, the extended 
care facility of Montefi ore 
Health System consists of 
six hospitals, over 2,000 
beds and a nursing school. 
The Hutchinson Campus, 
which expects 300,000 pa-
tient visits a year, will only 
add to Montefi ore’s legacy 
of hospitality while provid-
ing a pleasurable experi-

ence for outpatients.
“This state-of-the-art fa-

cility is opening in a very 
important place at a very 
important time – as the 
Bronx is currently one of 
the nation’s poorest urban 
areas - at a time when many 
of its residents are strug-
gling with diseases such as 
diabetes and obesity,” said 
Dr. Safyer, who believes 
that Hutchinson Campus 
and its new, no hospital 
bed system will save time 
for everyone in contrast to 
general hospitalization.

“For certain outpatient 
procedures at Montefi ore, 
waits can be as long as  a 
month. The Hutchinson 
Campus will be able to 
send patients home to re-
cover quicker than before, 
while freeing up operating 
rooms in nearby hospitals 
and reduce waiting times 
for surgeries of inpatients 
and outpatients.”

“I always respected him 
for standing up for what he 
believed in,” said Vacca.

In addition to Cannata’s 
longtime service to the 
Waterbury-LaSalle com-
munity, he was vice presi-
dent of the Sunset Park 
Merchants Association 
while working in Brooklyn 
and was also very active at 
Preston High School while 
his daughter attended, his 
wife said.

“He loved being with 
people,” she said.

“He liked to keep busy,” 
said Guarneri. “He wasn’t 
one to sit around.”

Cannata enjoyed vol-

unteering with various 
groups in the area, and was 
always available to lend a 
neighbor a hand, said his 
wife.

Cannata’s service to the 
neighborhood came from 
the heart.

“His life was serving his 
community, and he loved 
it,” she said.

Many members of that 
community showed up to 
mourn Cannata last week 
and shared their kind 
words with the family, said 
Guarneri.

“People really liked and 
respected him,” she said. 
“That was a nice thing to 
hear at the end.”

Monte opens at Hutch Metro

(l-r) Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Montefi ore VP of Clinical Services Susan Solometo, president 
of Simone Development Companies Joseph Simone, Montefi ore president and CEO Dr. Steven M. Sa-
fyer, Senator Ruth-Hassell-Thompson and director of Health and Human Services for the Borough 
President’s Offi ce Melissa Cebollero were all present at Montefi ore’s opening of the Hutchinson Cam-
pus on Monday, November 10. Photo courtesy of Victor Chu Photography

The passing of 
Anthony Cannata

Anthony ‘Tony’ Cannata. Photo courtesy of the Waterbury LaSalle Community Association
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Best described as ‘the life 

blood of the ambulance corp.,’ 
William Heaney, Throggs 
Neck Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps, Inc, chairman, died 
Sunday, November 9. He was 
51.

Heaney was instrumental 
to the organization, which 
serves the Throggs Neck and 
Pelham Bay area, from the 
very beginning. 

Born and raised in Sil-
ver Beach, Heaney remained 
close to his community until 
the end. At age 17, he joined 
TNVAC as a EMT and con-
tinued to work his way up the 
board. A St. Raymond’s High 
School for Boys graduate, 
Heaney taught CPR classes 
to adults and to Preston High 
School students, the Star of 
the Sea-Sea Cadet Corps, and 
the Boy Scouts. 

He served as TNVAC’s 
chairman for two and a half 
years and trained many in-
structors during his career 
with the volunteer ambulance 

service. Heaney could always 
been seen during the annual 
Christmas tree lighting cer-
emonies and other Throggs 
Neck Merchants Association 
organized events. 

True to his nature, 
Heaney was always willing 
to help whenever and who-
ever required assistance. 
Fun-loving, positive, and an 
extraordinary sense of reli-
gious faith he kept close to his 
heart, were some of his trade-
mark qualities. 

His offi cial last time on 
duty was the evening of Sat-
urday, November 8. While 
working a midnight tour, he 
informed the team he was go-
ing to take a rest inside his 
ambulance. When a member 
went to wake him, it was dis-
covered he had passed away 
in his sleep. 

“After the Veterans Day 
Parade, they announced his 
passing,” revealed Ruth Le-
ich, TNVAC vice chairman. 
“People were shocked be-
cause he was young and it 

was a great loss to this com-
munity.”

John Cerini, TNMA 
treasurer, shared many in-
sights and memories detail-
ing Heaney’s generous char-
acter. When one of Cerini’s 
family members was injured 
at Maritime College, Heaney 
called to assure his relative 
was fi ne.

“That was very nice of 
him and he helped give me 
a real peace of mind know-
ing he was there and every-
thing was under control,” 
explained Cerini. “He was a 
very down-to-earth, easy go-
ing guy and he was always 
willing to do whatever he 
could to help people. He was 
defi nitely giving of himself 
and of his time.”

Had it not been for Heaney’s 
quick action one year, there 
would have been a Christ-
mas without a Santa Claus. 
Cerini revealed TNMA was 
unable to secure a fi re truck 
for Old Saint Nick to ride in-
side, as per tradition. Instead, 

Heaney had him hitch a ride 
inside a TNVAC ambulance, 
making it just in time for the 
yuletide festivities.

“He was a wonderful 
person and loved the com-
munity,” informed Stephen 
Kaufman, TNMA president. 
“He was a great guy who was 
involved in many organiza-
tions and was the life blood of 
the ambulance corp.”

James McQuade, a found-
ing member of the corps 
spoke kindly of him saying 
Heaney was a neighborhood 
kid who contributed greatly 
to the community through 

his work with the local volun-
teer ambulance service.    

“He believed in service 
and community and that’s 
how he lived his life,” ex-
pressed Carolyn Engeldo-
rum, Schuyler Hill Funeral 
Home secretary. “He was al-
ways there for people and was 
my dear friend for more than 
35 years.”   

A wake service was held 
Wednesday, November 12, 
and the following day at 
Schuyler Hill Funeral. A fu-
neral Mass was conducted 
on the morning of Friday, 
November 14, at St. Frances 

de Chantal Church. In lieu of 
fl owers, it is asked donations 
be made to TNVAC, in honor 
of Heaney’s memory. All do-
nations to the organization 
are tax deductible.

“There’s not a person in 
this neighborhood who didn’t 
know Billy,” said Leich. “He 
was always around and we 
used to call him ‘The Mayor’ 
because he was always run-
ning around the town. He 
will be greatly missed, not 
just by us, but by multiple 
organizations and people 
he met throughout different 
stages of their lives.”
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CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN®

HuntingtonHelps.com

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, co dence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS
K-12 

 
 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
  

EXAM PREP

: 

SAVE $100
WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

.

William Heaney, Throggs 
Neck’s ‘life blood’ mourned 

William Heaney, chairman of TNVAC, served the Throggs Neck and Pelham Bay area for 35 years. 
 Photo courtesy of The Throggs Neck Merchant Association
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Those of us who run every 

morning know that it can be 
grueling. But imagine doing it 
for 24 hours straight. Impossi-
ble, you say, well one Bronx high 
school principal proved it could 
be done.

In a highly ambitious effort to 
raise money to support Cardinal 
Spellman High School’s Sports 
and Student Activities Programs, 
principal Daniel O’Keefe, a star 
athlete, has taken the challenge 
to run non-stop for 100 miles on 
the school’s track, starting on 
Friday, November 7 at 6 a.m. and 
fi nishing around the same time 
the following morning. 

The student body was asked 
to voluntarily join O’Keefe, 49, 
in this cause by having their 
family and friends sponsor the 
24-hour run. This remarkable 
event has been dubbed ‘Achieve 
100’. 

 The principal revealed the 
signifi cance behind this Hercu-
lean task. 

“I constantly challenge the 
students at Spellman to achieve 
their limits and beyond,” stated 
O’Keefe. “I tell them to never let 

anyone say something is impos-
sible. I challenge them to give 
100%, to achieve 100%, and to 
be present 100% in everything 
they do.”

Every student has been called 
to accomplish this goal. While 
O’Keefe, who has served as 
principal for four years, under-
goes this incredible undertak-
ing, students were asked to help 
raise $100 from sponsors. Every 
cent donated would directly ben-
efi t both them and their school. 
For additional information and 
to contribute donations to this 
worthy cause, visit www.cardi-
nalspellman.org.

“I was pondering different 
ways of making that message 
real for them as I was on a long 
run one day,” explained O’Keefe. 
“Then it came to me that I could 
make ‘100%’ so much more real 
to the students by attempting 
something that most, if not all, 
would assume is impossible. I de-
cided that I would run 100 miles 
continuously on the Spellman 
track. I would challenge myself 
mentally and physically, but I 
would also challenge the stu-
dents to participate in the spirit 

of the event.”
As an experienced athlete, he 

was determined to accomplish 
this goal given his training as 
an ultra-marathoner.  

This past May, O’Keefe per-
severed in the 23-hour Keys100 

Race in Florida and has expe-
rience running for 50 and 100-
mile length races. 

Last year, he traveled to Ver-
mont and Virginia to compete in 
races and runs ultra-marathons 
biannually. 

‘Achieve 100’ differs from 
previous runs the principal has 
performed due to its continu-
ous, circular nature.

“He feels confi dent that he 
will be able to accomplish this,” 
explained Jennifer Rivera, vice 
president of advancement. “He 
has been preparing physically, 
spiritually, and mentally for 
this event and is being optimis-
tically cautious while also be-
lieving in himself.”

The students fully embracing 
the spirit of this extraordinary 
trial in wearing t-shirts proudly 
emblazoned with ‘Team O’Keefe’ 
and ‘Achieve 100’ to support their 
principal and school.

“The initial reaction when 
people fi rst heard this was shock 
and that was the purpose behind 
it,” she divulged. “His message 
has consistently been about giv-
ing 100% all of the time in ev-
erything these students do and 

they have gotten that message 
because it’s been made tangible 
through ‘Achieve 100’. They are 
very excited for this and there 
will be numerous opportunities 
for them to participate.”  

Rivera explained that people 
were to join O’Keefe on the track. 
Students were able to cheer on 
their principal from the side-
lines and even Cardinal Spell-
man High School’s faculty and 
staff supported this initiative by 
counting off the laps, preparing 
food, and participating along-
side O’Keefe in the ‘Achieve 100’ 
run. 

During a follow-up interview 
conducted on Monday, Novem-
ber 10, Rivera revealed O’Keefe 
achieved 100 miles at 5:49 a.m. 
on Saturday, November 8 as over 
1,000 people cheered him on.

The audience, comprised of 
students, alumni, parents, com-
munity members, faculty and 
staff, and the local fi re depart-
ment, came out to lend their 
support. According to Rivera, 
over 100 people contributed on-
line donations and the school re-
ceived an anonymous donation 
of $100,000 for its programs. 

Principal inspires all to ‘Achieve 100’ 

Daniel O’Keefe, principal at Cardinal 
Spellman High School, completed 27-
miles when this photo was taken Friday 
morning. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY ROBERT WIRSING
For those who gave so 

much, please accept this 
humble lunch. 

“This is the sixth year 
for this Veterans Apprecia-
tion Day Celebration at the 
school and we try to change 
it up every year,” explained 
Michael Tierney, custodian 
engineer of P.S. 157 and for-
merly of P.S. 108. “The pro-
gram started as a way to 
connect the young students 
to veterans and at the same 
time show that we haven’t 
forgotten the veterans as we 
honor and thank them.”

A World War II histo-
rian, Tierney combined his 
passion with his job at the 
school six years ago, con-
necting students with vet-
erans to learn more about 
their nation’s history. He 
enlisted Charles Sperrazza, 
principal at P.S. 108, to aid in 
establishing the program.

“It has grown in popu-
larity over the last several 
years,” said Sperrazza. “I 
would say today’s turnout in 
terms of parents, veterans, 
and people from the commu-
nity is probably the best one 
by far.”    

Held on Friday, Novem-
ber 7 inside the school, it 
began with a video presen-
tation explaining the signif-
icance of Veterans Day. 

The ‘Pin of Apprecia-
tion’ segment had students 
distributing fl ags and pins 
to the veterans and shaking 
their hands. At the trade-
mark ‘Symbolic Table’, fi fth 
grade students set a table re-
served for POWs and MIAs 
in recognition of their sacri-
fi ces and memories.

 A three-man army band 
presented a lively perfor-
mance throughout as veter-
ans, students, and attendees 
joined in singing patriotic 

tunes. 
Over 50 former service 

members were in atten-
dance for Friday morning’s 
celebration which featured 
several speakers including 
Tierney, Sperrazza, Coun-
cilman James Vacca, and  
Regina Gallagher Marengo, 
a full commander of the U.S. 
Navy Seabees, and Peter So-
lano, army band veteran, as 
honored speakers. 

Marengo served an Iraq 
tour in 2008 and in Afghani-
stan from 2010 through 2011. 
Solano was attached to the 
‘Big Red One’ infantry divi-
sion during Vietnam as part 
of a traveling band that en-
terted the troops.

“I am so uplifted by the 
children’s reactions and 
their presentation of their 
patriotism,” expressed 
Marengo. “It was beautiful 
and you can see that they 
learned a lot here today.” 

“It was very emotional 
and I was deeply touched by 
it, as a veteran, to be hon-
ored along with all of the 
other veterans at this spe-

cial program,” revealed So-
lano.

Following this, all were 
treated to viewing ‘The 
Scavenger’, a documentary 
detailing the amazing story 
behind the veterans mu-
seum inside John Dormi & 
Sons Funeral Home. 

Located on 1121 Mor-
ris Park Avenue, its lobby 
houses a room-sized mu-
seum showcasing many 
WWII military artifacts 
and became a focal point in 
teaching the students about 
history. 

Staff members then pre-
sented Joseph Garofalo, cu-
rator and WWII veteran, a 
special item for the collec-
tion. Housed inside a ma-
hogany, LED-lit display case 
was a katana once owned by 
a non-commissioned ser-
geant in the Imperial Japa-
nese Army. 

Not much is known about 
the samurai sword and its 
scabbard, but according to 
Garofalo and Angelo Pinto, 
a war historian and collec-
tor, it is believed the weapon 
was machine made, how-
ever its blade was probably 
handcrafted by a Japanese 
family, which was common 

practice. Pinto donated ad-
ditional pieces including 
a WWII dynamite blasting 
machine, a cap, backpack, 
and a MP shoulder identifi -
cation to the collection.       

“I’m glad to be honored 
amongst other veterans and 
P.S. 108 does an excellent job 
every year,” expressed Ga-
rofalo. “The teachers and 
the students periodically 
visit our museum and we 
had three classes this year 
and hopefully will resume 
this again next year..”

Afterwards, the veterans 
gathered into an adjunct 
room to enjoy a catered 
lunch. The food was donated 
by the Patrizia’s of Wood-
lawn and its owner James 
Tierney, Michael’s brother. 
A beautiful patriotic cake 
was donated by Conti’s Pas-
try Shoppe.  

“I get invited to this 
event every year, but this is 
my fi rst time here,” revealed 
Sal Fasulo, Marine Corp 
Vietnam veteran. “I think 
what the teachers, staff, and 
children put on today for 
the veterans was absolutely 
marvelous. I am so proud to 
be a part of this event today 
and I hope this continues.” 

P.S. 108’s 6th Annual 
Veterans Celebration

Regina Gallagher Marengo, Full 
Commander of the U.S. Navy 
Seabees, and Joseph Garofalo, 
WWII U.S. Navy Seabees and 
Marine Corps. veteran, at Fri-
day’s event. 
 Community News Group / Robert 
Wirsing
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene, Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook
MS Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR276388 (1185201) US.MS.MSX. 14.08.017

Frankie And Johnnie’s Pinr Tavern Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462
Thursday, November 20, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 49th Precinct is join-

ing together with the ASPCA to 
hold a ‘Pet Party in the 49th’. 

The precinct, which like all 
NYPD commands, handles ani-
mal cruelty complaints, is co-
hosting the event at Bronx Park 
East and Lydig Avenue on Sat-
urday, November 15. 

The party is from noon to 3 
p.m. and will include a mobile 
unit from the American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (ASPCA), said Detec-
tive Victor DiPierro of the 49th 
Precinct Community Affairs 
offi ce. 

“We are doing this because 
of an increase in complaints we 
received over the past several 
months at our community coun-
cil meetings regarding cruelty 
to cats and other animals,” said 
DiPierro. “We are just trying to 
do something proactive for our 
community here to show them 
that we do indeed care about 
these complaints.” 

The event will include free 
vaccinations and microchips 
(for identifi cation) for cats and 
dogs, as well as Halo brand pet 
food and blanket giveaways, all 

while supplies last. 
In addition, there will be 

information about preventing 
animal cruelty, said DiPierro. 
There will also be material 
about pet care and disaster pre-
paredness. 

Vouchers to spay and neu-
ter pets, as well as vouchers for 
large outdoor dog houses, will 
also be distributed, the detec-
tive said. 

Everything at the event is 
free, he added.

“We are hoping that people 
take advantage of this free ser-
vice that the ASPCA is provid-
ing on this particular day at 
those hours,” said DiPierro. “If 
anybody has any questions they 
can call me at my line, commu-
nity affairs, (718) 918-2025.” 

A spokeswoman for the AS-
PCA stated in an e-mail that the 
event is only for residents of the 
49th Precinct. The 49th Precinct 
and Community Board 11 have 
the same boundaries.   

“We are excited to partner 
with the NYPD and the 49th 
Precinct to provide a critical re-
source to pet owners in the area 
at no cost, as well as provide in-
formation to residents that can 

help prepare them and their 
pets in the event of a disaster 
or emergency,” said Colleen Do-
herty, manager of the ASPCA’s 
Cruelty Intervention Advocacy 
program.

Bernadette Ferrara, a local 
advocate for animals and one 
of the founders of the Bronx 
Animals Shelter Endeavor 
(B.A.S.E.), an effort calling for 
an animal shelter in the bor-
ough, said that the 49th Pre-
cinct needs to be more helpful 
to the volunteer rescuers who 
are taking care of feral cat colo-
nies. 

These rescuers, she said, 
often suffer abuse by property 
owners while doing what they 
believe is helpful to the com-
munity.  

While she seemed receptive 
and supportive of the actions 
that will take place at the Pet 
Party overall, she was critical 
of the response the 49th Pre-
cinct has shown  for animal-
related complaints and 911 calls 
that do not involve dogs. 

She said a “point person” is 
needed at the NYPD to reach 
out to regarding animal issues 
in the area. 

ASPCA, 49th to host Pet Party 

The ASPCA mobile unit, seen here during a recent outreach session, is coming to Bronx Park 
East.  Photo courtesy of the ASPCA

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A local rehabilitation 

facility has undergone 
signifi cant improve-
ments, and has even more 
in store.

Gold Crest Care Cen-
ter in Pelham Gardens, 
which offers short- and 
long-term rehabilitation 
in addition to nursing 
home care, recently reno-
vated its interior.

The improvements 
include renovating the 
residents’ rooms, featur-
ing fl at screen televi-
sions and new LED light-
ing, said Mark Salamon, 
administrator at Gold 
Crest. The center also has 
a new lobby to welcome 
visitors.

Those renovations 
were recently completed, 
said Salamon, and the 
center has another big 
project on the horizon. 
Gold Crest is in the begin-
ning stages of expanding 
its therapy and rehabili-

tation center, which will 
almost double in size.

The expanded depart-
ment will have new, state-
of-the-art equipment for 
physical and occupational 
therapy, said Salamon.

The improvements are 
part of the center’s shift 
towards catering to more 
short-term residents with 
a wide range of rehabili-
tation needs. Short-term 
patients are those who 
stay between a week and 
90 days, said Salamon, 
and include a younger 
clientele recovering from 
elective surgeries.

The expansion will al-
low the center’s quality 
care to continue to im-
prove, said Salamon.

“We want to provide 
the highest quality care 
possible,” he said.

Rehabilitation direc-
tor Chi Kei Lee is looking 
forward to a bigger and 
better department.

“We will be able to help 

more people,” said Lee.
The patients Lee sees 

are often recovering from 
orthopedic surgeries, 
like joint replacements, 

or have recently suffered 
a stroke.

“Regardless of the age 
of the patient, we want to 
get them back to where 

they were,” he said.
Lee feels that his de-

partment, and Gold Crest 
as a whole, is very suc-
cessful at serving the 

residents. The key to that 
success, he said, is good 
communication with the 
patients and their fami-
lies.

“I’m very proud of the 
customer service here,” 
said Lee.

He stressed that the 
center has an open door 
policy for the residents’ 
guests, who are not re-
stricted to specifi c visit-
ing hours.

Salamon touted the 
center’s location in Pel-
ham Gardens, a quiet res-
idential neighborhood, 
and said the residents 
spend a fair amount of 
time outside.

The staff of the 175-
bed center also strives to 
personalize the residents’ 
experience and cater to 
their individual needs, 
said Salamon.

“We will do every-
thing to make sure resi-
dents and their families 
are happy,” he said.

Gold Crest Care Center undergoes renovations

Gold Crest Care Center in Pelham Gardens recently underwent major renovations. 
 Photo courtesy of Gold Crest Care Center
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene, Elkin, MD
MS Clinic Ryebrook
MS Clinic Bronx Lebanon Hospital

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR76662 (1185275) US.MS.MSX. 14.08.017

Morton’s The Steakhouse, 551 5th Avenue, New York,  NY 10017
Monday, November 24, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern





success. It is always my 
great privilege to host and 
honor veterans and their 
families. This year was 
especially poignant as we 
recognized the valor and 
dedication of so many of 
our local vets who have 
passed on, but whose sacri-
fi ce will never be forgotten. 
I want to thank all those 
who came out for this spe-
cial event and celebration 
and most importantly the 
veterans and veterans’ 
families of the 34th Senate 
District who have given so 
much to preserve our free-
dom,” said Senator Klein.

The annual parade fea-
tured a myriad of groups 
marching in support of our 
nation’s veterans. 

This year’s edition in-
cluded local veteran, Cap-
tain Frank Parisi, USMC, 
as grand marshal who 
was joined by 12 honor-
ary grand marshals rep-
resented by their family 
members who held ban-
ners honoring each as they 
marched. The 50/50 raffl e 

was successful in raising 
$3,800 and the proceeds 
went toward offsetting the 
parade’s expenses.

“This year’s parade was 
excellent,” said Patrick 
Devine, co-founder and co-
chairman of the United Vet-
erans Parade Committee 
of Greater New York. “The 
bands were perfect, the 
participants were great, 
and we had more people 
then usual this year; it was 
great to see them support-
ing our veterans.”  

“It was fantastic and I 
believe every year is spe-
cial,” expressed the Coun-
cilman Vacca. “Everyone 
at the breakfast was there 
to pay tribute and it was a 
great group of people. The 
parade seems to get larger 
every year and I feel it 
sends an important mes-
sage throughout that we 
have a neighborhood which 
hasn’t forgotten our veter-
ans and the sacrifi ces they 
have made. It gives you a 
sense of community.”

Following the parade, a 
ceremony was held in Bi-

centennial Veterans Me-
morial Park that honored 
Captain Parisi and the 12 
honorary grand marshals. 

This year’s honorary 
grand marshals included 
Kenny Aitken, Navy; Gino 
Alfarano, Navy; Wesley 
Banks, Army; Russell 
Breer, Air Force; John Cal-
lari, Army; Angelo Cafaro, 
Army; Fred Freder, Navy; 
Joseph M. Hendon, Ma-
rine Corps; Albert Morris, 
Army; Vincent C. Parlo, 
Jr., Navy; and Francis 
McLaughlin, Navy. 

Represented by family 
members, received framed 
proclamations drafted by 
Senator Klein and pre-
sented by Vaccc.

“I met with Captain Pa-
risi and I was overwhelmed 
by all he has done,” ex-
plained the councilman. 
“Many of the honorary 
grand marshals’ families 
were overwhelmed by their 
recognition and it was un-
derstandable. It sends a 
special message that we 
haven’t forgotten and we 
honor them for their ser-

vice. We understand our 
freedoms and liberties 
don’t come easy and many 
of what our veterans have 
done for our country have 
long lasting effects.”

Michael Morris, Albert 
Morris’ son, attended Sun-
day’s ceremony along with 
his mother, his sister and 
her family, his wife, and 
their child. They also par-
ticipated in the march.

“My father proudly 
served his country and 
was an active member of 
the Throggs Neck Memo-
rial Post 1456 for many 
years, having been a mem-
ber of the color guard,” ex-
plained Morris. “It was a 
wonderful, yet bittersweet 
event, but I know he would 
have loved to have been 
there.”

Devine and the UVP-
CGNY are extremely 
thankful for everyone for 
the support and hard work 
in making this year’s cel-
ebration a success. They 
wish to extend a special 
thanks to Senator Klein; 
Councilman Vacca; the 

Villa Barone Manor’s staff; 
Post 19; Ed, the chairman 
of the Hotdog Committee; 
Bronxonia Yacht Club; the 
Sam Young American Le-
gion Post Boosters; the Pa-
rade Committee; chairman 

Mike Rahilly for serving 
as emcee for the reviewing 
ceremonies; the Throggs 
Neck community; and ev-
eryone who participated 
and supported this yearly 
event.
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This year’s Throggs Neck Veterans Parade participants.

Throggs Neck’s vets march on
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SECURITY DRUGS
PHARMACY/SURGICAL SUPPLIES  • DRUGS • COSMETICS • FRAGRANCES •VITAMINS • HEALTH & BEAUTY

Surgical Supplies
Wheel Chairs

Bath Rails

Hospital Beds 

Diabetic Supplies

5 cent copies

Doctors can call, fax,
E-Rx (3329554) or email us

www. securitydrugs.com

“In my twenty years 

happy to work for 
Security Drugs where 
they take care of their 

customers.”
Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 

Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

Supplies
3250 3rd Avenue
Bronx, NY 10456

Accurate! Fast Friendly Service!
We Now Accept WIC

Flu & Shingles 
Vaccinations

Available Here
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