
Your Neighborhood — Your News®November 9, 2014

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 10

A CNG Publication • Vol. 67 No. 5 • Vol. 67 No. 5 A CNG Publication • Vol. 3 No. 43 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMA CNG Publication • Vol. 67 No. 5 • Vol. 67 No. 5 A CNG Publication • Vol. 3 No. 45 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COM

Parishioners question 
priest’s spirituality

Halloween On City Island

PASTOR UPROAR
AT ST. FRANCES

Pinnacle’s 
tenants 

unaware of 
$$ claim

Carrie and John Giriat dressed as creepy clowns for the City Island Hal-
loween Parade on Friday, October 31.  More photos on page 9.

Photo by Laura Stone

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group of parishioners at St. 

Frances de Chantal Church are in 
an uproar over the running of the 
parish.  

Citing concerns about what they 
say is the pastor’s chronic absentee-
ism and his not following proper 
procedure in handling cash dona-
tions, a letter by the group was cir-
culated calling on all parishioners 
to take certain actions. 

It states that the parish is dying, 
and takes Father Peter Miqueli, the 
pastor, to task on several allega-
tions. He has denied the group’s al-
legations through an Archdiocesan 
spokesman. 

The letter alleges that Fr, 
Miqueli is absent from the parish 
four days out of every seven per 
week. It also cites concerns like 
“bags containing cash contribu-

Continued on Page 4

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Bronxites living in apart-

ments owned by Pinnacle 
Group may be owed money by 
their landlord, but few have 
made an effort to cash in on 
the situation.

Pinnacle Group, who own 
about 30,000 apartment units 
across the city, settled a class 
action lawsuit in April amid 
allegations of trying to drive 
its rent regulated tenants 
out of their homes to collect 
higher rents. 

The settlement means ten-
ants of Pinnacle’s rent-con-
trolled apartments between 
July 11, 2004 and April 27, 2010 
may be eligible for monetary 
damages for rent overcharges 
and harassment, including 
threats, sending extra bills, 
and not making repairs.

But although there are 
66 Pinnacle buildings in the 
Bronx containing 6,671 poten-
tial claimants, as of October 
22, 2014, only 103 claims had 
been filed, said Magda Rosa 
Rios with the Legal Aid Soci-
ety, who will provide free as-
sistance for the tenants mak-
ing claims.

The deadline for filing 
claims was recently extended 
to December 31, said Rios, and 
the hearings for the claims 
will begin in January. In the 
meantime, the Legal Aid So-
ciety is working with local 
elected officials and commu-
nity organizations to spread 
the message to Pinnacle ten-
ants.

Senator Gustavo Rivera 
is trying to get the word out 

Continued on Page 4

BY ROBERT WIRSING
We are all capable of achieving 

extraordinary accomplishments 
in our lives. Captain Frank Parisi, 
a Throggs Neck resident and Ma-
rine Corp veteran is living proof of 
this sentiment.

Born in Throggs Neck, Captain 
Frank Parisi attended Villa Maria 
Academy. In 2000, he graduated 
Regis High School and afterwards 
enrolled into the United States Na-
val Academy. 

Graduating with distinction 
from the academy in 2004, Parisi 

earned the General Charles C. 
Krulak Award and the Merril F. 
Collier Leadership Award during 
his enrollment. Amid his sum-
mer training, he graduated from 
the U.S. Army Airborne School at 
Fort Benning, Georgia and partic-
ipated in the Naval Academy Box-
ing Team as a two-time Brigade 
Boxing Champion and a one-time 
National Champion.

On May 28, 2004, Parisi was 
commissioned as Second Lieuten-
ant in the Marine Corps and in 

Throggs Neck veteran to 
serve as parade marshal

Continued on Page 11



BY ROBERT WIRSING
An iconic Sister who 

paved the way for the south 
Bronx’s resurgence now 
has her own street within 
the community she fought 
to save.

On Saturday, October 
25, Congressman Jose Ser-
rano addressed members 
of the Hunts Point commu-
nity at an unveiling of the 
new ‘Sister Thomas S.C. 
Way’ street sign. 

It is meant to commemo-
rate both the life and legacy 
of the late Bronx commu-
nity leader, Sister Miriam 
Thomas Collins, S.C., who 
selfl essly served the Hunts 
Point area and its residents 
during its harshest times. 
The event was held at Fa-
ther Gigante Plaza located 
on 878 Tiffany Street.

“Sister Thomas, S.C. 
was one of the most beloved 
members of our commu-
nity, a legendary commu-
nity leader who dedicated 
her life to serving the most 
needy in the Bronx. It was 
a honor to be present at the 
unveiling of the new ‘Sis-
ter Thomas, S.C. Way’, a 
tribute to the life and leg-
acy of this extraordinary 
woman,” said  Serrano.

Sister Thomas, a Brook-
lyn native, attended St. 
Mary Star of the Sea School 
and Bishop McDonnell High 
School in her hometown. 
A graduate of the College 
of Mount St. Vincent, she 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
in history and began her 
ministry with the Sisters 
of Charity on September 8, 
1951 as an educator. 

Sister Thomas taught 
early grades in Ascension 
School in Manhattan as 
well as middle school in 
St. Athanasius School in 
Longwood. In 1967, the Sis-
ter abandoned her educa-
tion career instead to fully 
devote her services to a 
community in dire need. 

During this time, the 
south Bronx was victim-
ized by violence, riots, 
crime, drugs, and arson. 
It soon became both Sister 
Thomas and many others’ 
mission to help restore this 
severely affected section of 
our borough.

“She was a member of 
the community,” explained 
Elena Miranda, director of 
Communications. “Sister 
Thomas was a very amaz-
ing person and she was 
part of a team that refused 
to stop believing in the 
south Bronx.”

Miranda explained that 
Sister Thomas took a stand 
against violence and was 
instrumental in restoring 
as well as in beautifying 
the neighborhood. In do-
ing so, Sister Thomas also 
instilled a sense of pride 
within the south Bronx 
and its residents.

She collected clothing 
and sold it to people for 
prices they could afford. 
The money raised was then 
reinvested into the commu-
nity to help in the ongoing 
restoration efforts. In 1968, 
she co-founded the South-
east Bronx Community Or-
ganization along with Fa-
ther Louis Gigante which 
lead to the development of 
affordable housing apart-
ments which was named in 
her honor in 2008. 

Sister Thomas, 80, 
passed away on Thursday, 
March 20, 2014. 

Miranda revealed more 
insight into Sister Thomas’ 
one-of-a-kind character.

“She was quite the per-
sonality,” she informed. 
“Sister Thomas always had 
a tremendous smile and 
always looked so extrava-
gant. She always had her 
hair done and looked so 
pretty all the time. She had 
a great presence and was 
a very spiritual, kind, and 
caring person.”

One of the sister’s trade-
marks was in wearing 
extravagant earrings. A 
wreath composed from her 
earrings was fabricated 
as a tribute following her 
passing.  

During her lifetime, Sis-
ter Thomas received many 
awards and honors includ-
ing the Keys to the Bor-
ough of the Bronx, given to 
her by Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. as grati-
tude for all of her work.  
She was also a recepient of 
the Bronx Times Report-
er’s 25 Infl uential Women’s 
Award

“Whenever people hon-
ored her, she gave that 
credit to the congregation,” 
Miranda said. “She lived 
the spirit of the Sisters of 
Charity as she was a very 
giving person. People loved 
her and they knew she was 
someone they could go to 
for help.” 
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From the president, students, faculty
and staff of York College/CUNY:

Make a Date  
with your Future!

Make a Date  
with your Future!

Meet our outstanding faculty and students during the 

Cardinal Experience (student and parent session). Engage 

transfer counselors from the three schools and take a 

student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus including: 

TV studio, Performing Arts Center, Art studio, Library and 

the state-of-the art Science and Nursing laboratories.

Here are five reasons you and your family 
should attend the Fall Open House:

schools 

until approximately 3 p.m. in the Health & Physical 

Education Building, or:

Fall Open House
November 9, 2014

Join us for this 
exciting event!

Fa
NNo

J

Street renaming honors 
Sister Miriam Thomas

The late Sister Miriam Thomas Collins, SC was instrumental in the 
south Bronx’s revitalization. 
 Photo courtesy of the Sisters of Charity of New York
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Another park alongside 

the Bronx River will be 
improved thanks to NYC 
Parks, NYC Design & Con-
struction and other local 
organizations.

Along with NYC Parks 
Commissioner Mitchell J. 
Silver, and Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr., many 
people gathered at Star-
light Park on 1490 Sheridan 
Expressway between the 
northbound Sheridan Ex-
pressway Service Road and 
East 172nd Street for the 
groundbreaking ceremony 
of the Bronx River House 
on Thursday, October 30.

The Bronx River House 
will feature a boathouse, 
a nature classroom and a 
multipurpose community 
room open to all. It will also 
include energy effi cient 
and water conservation el-
ements, providing a mul-
tipurpose, economically-
friendly location for those 
who venture to Starlight 
Park.

This groundbreaking is 

a big relief for those who 
have been waiting for it to 
begin since the Bronx River 
House was originally con-
ceived and proposed over a 
year and a half ago.

“The highly anticipated 
Bronx River House will in-
clude interest, involvement 
and education amongst the 
community,” said Parks 
Commissioner Mitchell J. 
Silver. “This project is a big 
step in the right direction 
towards restoration of the 
river and the greenway to 
its full completion.”

The $14.5 million proj-
ect, which will be designed 
by Kiss+Cathcart Archi-
tects, was made possible 
by numerous contributions 
of funding through a part-
nership of federal, local 
and state agencies, includ-
ing $12 million provided 
through the Department of 
Environmental Protection 
and the Municipal Water 
Finance Authority, along 
with Councilwoman Anna-
bel Palma, Diaz,, the  City 
Council Bronx Delegation 

and New York State provid-
ing $500,000 each.

Additional grants in-
cluded $280,000 from the 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
and $268,000 from the NYC 
Small Business Adminis-
tration.

Amidst all of the hefty 
donations, Borough Presi-
dent Diaz, believes that 
the areas neighboring the 
Bronx River should receive 
credit for this new project 
as well.

“The planning of this 
Bronx River House started 
with you – the community,” 
he said. “In the future, proj-
ects like this must reach 
the community faster and 
quicker so that the people 
can benefi t from them.”

The borough president 
also believes that this build-
ing will play an important 
role in creating and raising 
water safety awareness in 
the community.

“The Bronx River House 
will offer lessons on nauti-
cal safty to those who visit 

on a consistent basis. These 
lessons will hopefully help 
us avoid another drowning 
like the one involving Wel-
lington Gavin and Erikson 
Villa that took place in the 
Bronx River on June 20.”

Upon its completion, 
the fi eld house will be the 
headquarters for the Bronx 
River Alliance. It will also 
be the base of operations 
for the management and 
continued restoration of 
the Bronx River and the 
greenway, areas that have 
seen consistent and con-
tinuous improvement over 
the years thanks to local 
environmental groups, who 
have garnered national at-
tention for the Bronx wa-
terway.

“This building will rep-
resent the entire Bronx 
River,” said Bronx River Al-
liance administrator Linda 
Cox. “The community of the 
Bronx, along with other na-
tional communities, should 
learn about it, care about it, 
and most importantly - en-
joy it.”

Starlight Park holds fi eld house start

The groundbreaking of the Bronx River House took place at Star-
light Park, 1490 Sheridan Expressway, on Thursday, October 30. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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tions left unsealed outside 
the pastor’s living quarters 
for six weeks while he was 
away on vacation.” 

“Parishioners have at-
tempted to make their voices 
heard,” the letter states. 
“They have met with the pas-
tor. They have written many 
letters and made many phone 
calls to the Archdiocese.” 

Some parishioners have 
begun donating a dollar a 
month by check to the par-
ish to send a message to the 
Archdiocese of New York 
about what they term “ques-
tionable fi nancial proce-
dures.” This action was con-
fi rmed by prominent local 
Throggs Neck resident Jack 
Lynch. 

Lynch, along with other 
concerned parishioners are 
calling for a forensic audit of 
the parish’s fi nances, and for 
a change in the current lead-
ership.  

Lynch said that he had 
a meeting about a year ago 
with Fr. Miqueli over lunch 
because he was concerned 
about the direction the par-

ish was going in. 
“I presented him with 

a letter with all the issues 
I thought were important 
- and there were many is-
sues,” said Lynch. “It was 
like talking to a stone wall. 
There was no substantive re-
sponse.” 

The group of parishio-
ners, according to Lynch, 
have three major concerns 
about Fr. Miqueli that they 
would like him to address: 
a lack of spirituality since 
he took over the parish 
two years ago; the need for 
greater transparency as to 
how donations are handled; 
and what they see as Fr. 
Miqueli’s aloofness and his 
lack of communication with 
his fl ock.

Lynch also said that Fr, 
Miqueli is not a regular fi x-
ture in the parish school 
or at religious education 
classes, adding that children 
in religious education do not 
even know who he is. 

A fellow parishioner who 
asked that his name not be 
used said that even though 
Fr. Miqueli delivers excel-

lent homilies, he seems to 
disinterested in running the 
parish.

“It is almost as if he does 
not want to be a pastor to be-
gin with,” the source said. 
He added “there is just not a 
good feeling about what is go-
ing on.”

Archdiocese of New York 
spokesman Joseph Zwill-
ing said he has seen the let-
ter and spoke to Fr. Miqueli, 
who denies the allegations. 
Zwilling said that the arch-
diocese has bank statements 
showing that deposits of do-
nations took place on a regu-
lar basis in the summer.   

“He has bank statements 
showing that the deposits 
were made, and the armored 
truck comes every Tuesday 
to pick up the donations,” 
said Zwilling. “The only 
changes he has made  to the 
people who do the counting 
of the money is that he has 
added more people to do it. 
He certainly does not count 
the money by himself in his 
room.”

Zwilling said that Fr. 
Miqueli said that the only 

day he has taken off regu-
larly has been on Friday, and 
in September and October 
he has even cut short his day 
off to celebrate First Friday 
mass.  

“(The concerned parish-

ioners) don’t offer any proof,” 
said Zwilling. “Anyone can 
make an allegation, but 
where is something to back 
it up?” 

He also pointed out that 
just a dozen people signed 

the letter, but the group says 
that the signatories are just 
some of the more involved  
members of the parish com-
munity, and that many oth-
ers support the cause for a 
pastor change. 

(Right) A group of parishioners at St. Frances de Chantal Church in Throggs Neck are concerned about 
the pastor’s stewardship of the parish. Community News Group/ Photo by Patrick Rocchio

from Page 1

Uproar at St. Frances

about the settlement by 
going door to door in 
Pinnacle owned build-
ings, talking to tenants 
and handing out litera-
ture.

Most of the tenants 
he’s spoken with were 
not aware of the settle-
ment, said Rivera.

 Others have told him 
they threw out the no-
tice they received be-
cause they thought it 
might be a scam.

“They doubted the 
letter’s legitimacy,” he 
said.

Rivera visited a build-

ing on Lebanon Street 
Monday, November 3, to 
try to convince tenants 
to file claims. 

During Senator Ri-
vera’s walkthrough, 
which the Bronx Times 
attended, he heard nu-
merous complaints 
about Pinnacle. 

One tenant said that 
his requests to fix ex-
tensive water damage 
from construction up-
stairs have been ig-
nored, another said she 
calls 311 repeatedly be-
cause the heat isn’t on 
and her young children 
are cold.

The Legal Aid So-
ciety has also heard 
many unfortunate sto-
ries from tenants, said 
Rios, most of which in-
volve a lack of repairs 
creating terrible living 
conditions.

“Our experience with 
Pinnacle is that the ten-
ants were treated horri-
bly,” said Rios. 

“They suffered and 
they deserve to be com-
pensated for what they 
went through.”

Part of the reason Ri-
vera’s putting so much 
effort into contacting 
tenants is because he 

doesn’t want Pinna-
cle—or any other dis-
honorable landlords, he 
said, to avoid the conse-
quences of  its actions.

“It’s obvious there 
has been some inappro-
priate behavior from 
Pinnacle, and they need 
to be held accountable,” 
said Rivera.

Rios encouraged ten-
ants of Pinnacle-owned 
buildings to call the hel-
pline at 1-888-736-8115 
soon to determine if 
they can file a claim.

“We’re here, we’re 
available, we’re free,” 
she said.

Senator Gustavo Rivera knocked on doors at 1185 Lebanon Street 
on Monday, November 3 to let tenants know that they could be 
eligible to make a claim in a settlement against their landlord, Pin-
nacle Group. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

Pinnacle’s tenants unaware of $$ claim
from Page 1
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A round of consolida-

tions and changes to the 
Catholic parishes was an-
nounced this past Sun-
day, and several parishes 
in the Bronx will close or 
merge with others.  

The changes, part of the 
Archdiocese of New York’s 
Making All Things New 
Pastoral Planning Initia-
tive, were announced on 
Sunday, November 2.

Parishioners will see 
St. Gabriel in Riverdale, 
St. Luke in Mott Haven, 
Blessed Sacrament in 
Soundview and St. Mary 
Star of the Sea on City Is-
land merged with nearby 
parishes. 

Masses and celebra-
tion of the sacraments 
will still take place at 
both the mother parish 
and the merged church, 
and there’s a general con-
sensus that these changes 
have more to do with ad-
ministration. 

A second group of six 
parishes, including Visi-
tation in Van Cortlandt 

Village, St. Ann in Nor-
wood, St. Roch in Melrose, 
St. Pius V in Mott Haven, 
St. John Vianney in Cas-
tle Hill and Nativity of 
the Blessed Sacrament in 
Baychester will close alto-
gether, with Masses and 
sacraments celebrated 
at designated parishes 
nearby, and the shuttered 
buildings used only for 
special occasions. 

“This time of transi-
tion in the history of the 
archdiocese will undoubt-
edly be diffi cult for people 
who live in parishes that 
will merge,” said Timo-
thy Cardinal Dolan, of the 
multi-year initiative. 

“There will be many 
who are hurt and upset as 
they experience what will 
be a change in their spiri-
tual lives, and I will be one 
of them. There is nobody 
who has been involved in 
Making All Things New 
who doesn’t understand 
the impact that this will 
have on the Catholic faith-
ful.” 

The Cardinal added: 

“It will be our responsi-
bility to work with every-
one in these parishes so as 
to help make the change 
as smooth as we possibly 

can.” 
At one of the east 

Bronx parishes affected 
by the changes, St. Mary’s 
on City Island, there ap-

peared to be relief that 
the church building and 
Masses and sacraments 
there will continue, but by 
August 2015 there will be 
a new consolidated parish 
serving the remote sea-
side community. 

The pastor of Our Lady 
of Assumption Church in 
Pelham Bay, Monsignor 
Anthony Marchitelli, will 
assume responsibility for 
a newly combined OLA-St. 
Mary Star of the Sea Par-
ish in August, he said. 

“As far as I can tell, 
90% of their functions 
will remain exactly the 
same,” said Marchitelli 
of both churches. “There 
will have to be changes in 
the schedule, because we 
are a big parish and now 
we are even bigger with 
the addition of Star of the 
Sea. In effect, I am the pas-
tor of this one big parish 
which includes the people 
of Pelham Bay and City Is-
land.” 

Marchitelli expects a 
smooth transition, noting 
that he is originally from 

the Bronx and has been 
visiting City Island for 
years, and that he came 
to know many families on 
City Island when he was 
president of Archbishop 
Stepinac High School. He 
envisions a single parish 
council for both churches. 

“People are relieved in 
that services would not 
be cut,” said island civic 
leader John Doyle. “But 
with an eye towards the 
future, there is apprehen-
sion.”

City Island Civic As-
sociation president Bill 
Stanton said that churches 
were important to the 
island, and that he was 
not pleased with even the 
possibility of having the 
island’s Catholic church 
closed. He likened sav-
ing it to a successful cam-
paign to keep the island’s 
Fire Department Ladder 
Company 53 in operation. 

“Pulling a church from 
City Island is not different 
from pulling out the fi re 
department” said Stan-
ton. 

Archdiocese discloses Bronx church shake up 

St. Mary Star of the Sea Church on City Island will be merged in 
August with Pelham Bay’s Our Lady of Assumption Church as part 
of the archdiocese’s Making All Things New. Regular services will 
continue at both churches.  Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Bronxites who are be-

ing sued in civil court over 
consumer debt should know 
they have a place to go for 
help.

CLARO, Civil Legal Ad-
vice and Resource Offi ce, 
provides free legal advice 
at the Bronx County Court-
house for residents with con-
sumer debt who are being 
sued by either an original 
creditor or debt buyer.

CLARO NYC is run by 
the Feerick Center for So-
cial Justice at Fordham Law 
School under the New York 
State Unifi ed Court System’s 
Access to Justice Program, 
and involves partnerships 
with the Bronx County Bar 
Association, New York City 
Bar, Feerick Center for So-
cial Justice at Fordham Law 
School, Legal Services NYC-
Bronx and the NYU Law 
School Debtors’ Rights Proj-

ect.
CLARO NYC program 

was founded in 2007, and 
expanded to the Bronx in 
2009, said Wilma Tamayo, 
program coordinator at the 
Feerick Center and session 
administrator for the Bronx 
CLARO Program.

“At that time there were a 
lot of consumer debt cases in 
court,” said Tamayo.

Many people got into 
trouble with consumer debt 
during the fi nancial crisis, 
when they lost jobs and fell 
behind on payments, she 
said. They would make par-
tial payments and saw their 
balances grow because of 
fees, and were never able to 
pay it off.

Tamayo said many people 
are taken to civil court each 
year by original creditors or 
debt buyers, but most people 
being sued this way don’t 
have legal help, and the ma-

jority end in a default judg-
ment in favor of the creditor. 

This element of unfair-
ness is part of the reason 
these cases present a social 
justice issue.

“These people don’t have 
the money to pay for legal 
representation,” she said. 
“The other side, they have 
representation.”

Some of the defendants 
CLARO helps were not prop-
erly served with the informa-
tion, and are unaware of the 
issue until after a judgment 
has been entered against 
them in court, and they fi nd 
that their bank account is 
restrained or they receive a 
notice of wage garnishment 
from their employer.

Others come to CLARO 
for legal advice when they 
receive the fi rst notice that 
they are being sued. When 
seeking legal help from 
CLARO, Tamayo said the 

sooner you come, the better, 
but they help people in all 
stages of the process.

The Bronx CLARO pro-
gram operates out of the 
Bronx County Courthouse 
each Thursday afternoon, 
and each session in the 
Bronx is run by volunteer 
attorneys, law students and 
Feerick Center staff.

Since the beginning of 
Bronx CLARO, more than 
240 volunteers have partici-
pated, said Tamayo, donat-
ing more than 6,300 hours.

“It speaks volumes to 
the passion our volunteers 
have,” she said.

When visitors come in, 
the law students do the ini-
tial intake with visitors, who 
then see an attorney to help 
fi le any legal documents they 
need for court. They also 
walk the visitor through the 
court process.

“For me and for everyone 

at CLARO, it’s important, it’s 
crucial that these defendants 
understand what’s going on 
and what they need to do step 
by step,” said Tamayo.

Tamayo said it’s im-
portant visitors know that 
CLARO does not represent 
the defendants in civil court, 
but that they prepare them 
to represent themselves.

“We give them tools, we 
give them the information 
they need in order to appear 
in front of the judge,” she 
said.

Bronx CLARO operates 
out of the Bronx Courthouse 
on Thursdays, from 3 to 6 p.m, 
in room B-128A. For more 
info, visit www.claronyc.org 
or www.clarovideo.org.

Legal help for Bronxites 
with debt available for free

Wilma Tomayo, the administrative-programmatic coordinator of 
the Feerick Center for Social Justice at Fordham Law School. 
 Photo courtesy of Wilma Tomayo

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A well-known local ca-

terer is transforming the 
shuttered Lido’s Restaurant 
& Catering on City Island 
into a new establishment, 
Scavello’s on the Island.

The new restaurant and 
catering facility can handle 
parties ranging from 60 to 
400 people, and will soon 
reopen after renovations to 
the building at City Island 
Avenue and Pilot Street. 
The restaurant has seating 
for  about 70 to 80 guests, ac-
cording to the owner. 

Renovations are ex-
pected to be completed by 
January 2015 at the latest, 
and parties are already be-
ing booked.  

Scavello, and his com-
pany, purchased the cater-
ing hall and restaurant 
about a month ago, after 
negotiations following a 
bank’s takeover of Lido’s, 
an establishment that had 
been around fi ve decades, 
he said. 

“City Island is very ex-

cited because we have a good 
relationship with them,” he 
said, adding “we deal with a 
lot of local people and they 
know us and everybody 
is pretty excited. At some 
point, they have either been 
to a wedding here or gotten 
married here. Lido has been 
a staple in this community 
for 50 years.”

Scavello has operated 
a supermarket and cater-
ing business on City Island 
for about 10 years, and his 
family had a market there 
for decades, as well as one 
in Throggs Neck on East 
Tremont Avenue.

Having his own facility 
to do catering and banquets 
is something that Scavello 
said grew out of his success-
ful on-premise catering. 
He also operates as the in-
house caterer at the Harlem 
Yacht Club on City Island.   

“The goal of this is to 
make this an affordable 
and good place to have an 
event,” he said, adding that 
having his own catering 

facility was something he 
always wanted to do. “We 
are looking to offer a fair 
price, a good location, and 
great food to accommodate 
people.” 

During his tenure at the 
Harlem Yacht Club, Scav-
ello said he received “phe-
nomenal” feedback, and 
that he plans to keep the 
original theme of Lido’s and 

the same kind of environ-
ment inside. But his goal is 
to modernize and update, 
he said. 

“This is perfect, this is 
what we wanted,” he said. 
“We will have a restaurant, 
with a wine bar and will 
be introducing wood-brick 
oven pizza.”

The pizza will also be for 
delivery. Scavello will be 
keeping the granite and the 
hand-made Italian brass 
fi xtures that can be found 
around the building, but 
make changes to the ball-
room that include new pan-
elling, tiling, and the addi-
tion of a bar. 

He said it will be a place 
for Christmas and holiday, 
Sweet 16, and retirement 
parties. The grand ball-
room will be a place for 
events like weddings and 
New Year’s Eve celebra-
tions. He plans on having 
bridal shows, he said, add-
ing that he is considering 
events like Octoberfest, Op-
era Night, or perhaps, as in 

the past at Lido’s, Murder 
Mystery Dinners. 

To make sure he gets 
dedicated personnel, he 
has formed partnerships lo-
cally with Monroe College’s 
culinary program, and a 
Manhattan culinary insti-
tute. He feels this will help 
him employ serious serv-
ers, whether they are tend-
ing bar, cooking, or preping 
for an event. 

Having the right people 
on staff is especially im-
portant for events like wed-
dings, where Scavello said 
their should be one waitress 
or waiter for every table. 

Every party or affair is 
different, from the elabo-
rate to the intimate, but 
the formula is the same, 
according to the owner. As 
Scavello says, “the quality 
of food and the service are 
our keys to success here.”

For more information 
about Scavello’s on the Is-
land, contact Paul Scavello 
at (347) 680-3865 or scavel-
lop@aol.com. 

Scavello buys Lido’s shuttered catering hall

Owner Paul Scavello is overseeing the creation of a new restaurant 
and catering establishment. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
There’s a new fi rst in 

Co-op City.
The groundbreaking cel-

ebration at Rivers Run Com-
munity Garden was held at 
801 Co-op City Boulevard on 
Wednesday, October 29, in 
recognition of Co-Op City’s 
fi rst ever riverfront green 
space.

This project included a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony and the 
planting of daffodil bulbs and 
seeds by members, volunteers 
and invited guests alongside 
the Waterfront Community 
Garden’s fence, symbolizing 
the beginning of an era for 
the brand new garden, which 
should fl ourish with green 
once winter concludes.

Thanks to the planning of 
Facilitators Building 13 Asso-
ciation, Inc., Riverbay Com-
munity Relations and Rivers 
Run Community Garden’s 
Steering Community – which 
include many Co-op City resi-

dents, along with collabora-
tive partners including NYC 
Parks’ GreenThumb and the 
New York Botanical Garden, 
the 865 linear feet of Co-op 
City’s previously unused 
riverfront space will be the 
home of River Run Commu-
nity Garden once completed, 
which is expected in the 
spring of 2015.

According to Facilitators 
Building 13 Association, Inc. 
treasurer and event coordi-
nator and steering committee 
president Gail Sharbaan, the 
River Run Community Gar-
den will raise the profi le of 
Co-op City while showcasing 
healthy vegetables and herbs, 
garden artistry and environ-
mental awareness.

The idea was originally 
birthed when members of 
the steering committee were 
viewing a site in Co-op City 
near I-95. Leslie Peterson, co-
founder and vice president of 
Rivers Run Community Gar-

den, suggested that they give 
her the opportunity to present 
the idea of developing the un-
used land by the waterfront to 
the community.

After visiting many ex-
isting garden locations with 
steering committee members, 
Leslie Peterson presented the 
idea to the Community Rela-
tions Committee and the Riv-
erbay Corporation Board of 
Directors, both who agreed 
and were pleased to know 
that a promise made years 
ago was being kept, especially 
after numerous requests from 
residents to have a garden 
near Bay Plaza.

“We (Rivers Run Com-
munity Garden, the steering 
committee and all volunteer-
ing organizations) saw an 
opportunity to have a multi-
faceted location promoting 
healthy living for healthy 
minds,” said Peterson, who 
believes that the Rivers Run 
Community Garden will have 

an immediate and long-last-
ing effect on Co-op City.

“This community garden 
will provide a sense of com-
munity and an appreciation 
for the environment, preserv-
ing our green space, while 
eliminating the sense of iso-
lation.”

Since winter is approach-
ing, the River Run Com-
munity Garden may not see 
much planting immediately, 
but organizations lending 

a helping hand will still be 
landscaping and construct-
ing walkways, while main-
taining the area by keeping it 
clean, raising fl ower beds and 
laying mulch in certain areas 
of the garden.

According to Community 
Board 10 chairman Martin 
Prince, this is only the begin-
ning.

“This conjoined effort of 
organizations, mostly con-
sisting of volunteering Co-op 

City residents, may result in 
the River Run Community 
Garden connecting with the 
Greenway in the near future,” 
he said.

“I commend the organiza-
tions that are volunteering 
their time and effort towards 
this groundbreaking, as well 
as Leslie Peterson for her hard 
work to turn the dream of this 
garden into a reality. This is 
quite an ambitious projects, 
and I congratulate her.”

Co-op City showcases 
new waterfront garden

The groundbreaking for Rivers Run Community Garden took place at 801 Co-op City Boulevard on 
Wednesday, October 29. Attendees included Leslie Peterson, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Con-
gressman Eliot Engel’s representative Maxine Sullivan, Community Board 10 Martin Prince, Gail Shar-
baan, Denise Shelley, Francine Reva Jones, Ursula Chance and directors from the Riverbay Corpora-
tion and Marion Scott Management. Photo courtesy of Rivers Run Community Garden

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Start trotting! 
The Throggs Neck Benev-

olent Association will hold 
its 19th annual Turkey Trot 
5 kilometer walk and run in 
honor of deceased Bronxite 
Geraldine Crowley-Crorkin 
at Orchard Beach on Satur-
day,  November 22. 

You can still sign up 
and make a donation to 
take part in the race, which 
starts at 11 a.m. and covers 
the beach’s promenade and 
running path. Registration 
is at 10 a.m. near the beach 
food court.  

The annual celebration 
and fund-raiser for the be-
nevolent association is in 
honor of Crowley-Crorkin, 
a prominent young mother 
who was diagnosed with 
cancer while pregnant with 
her son, and who passed 
away after giving birth, said 
TNBA vice president Chris 
Dalton. 

“This was a way of hon-

oring her and her memory,” 
he said. “She meant an aw-
ful lot to a lot of people in the 
neighborhood, and it is just 

a good thing to do. Her fam-
ily shows up every year and 
are participants, along with 
their extended family mem-

bers and friends.” 
The race is for fun and 

to bring the people together, 
he added. 

“It is just a really nice 
time,” said Dalton. “Groups 
of people get together, and 
they run, walk and walk 
with baby carriages.”

Trophies are also 
awarded to the most serious 
runners and to the young-
est person to participate in 

the 5K, he said, adding it is 
an important event for the 
local Throggs Neck commu-
nity.  

“It is important for many 
people in the community 
who don’t get to see each 
other year to year, but who 
meet up at the race and af-
ter party,” said Dalton, add-
ing that it is a great time for 
people to come and remi-
nisce with friends about 

Crowley-Crorkin. 
The post-race party takes 

place this year at Brewski’s 
at 3718 E. Tremont Avenue. 

Donations are $30 if you 
register by mail postmarked 
by Thursday, November 13, 
and $35 if you register the 
day of the race. That fee 
includes a t-shirt, and the 
party. 

The proceeds are used to 
help people and families in 
need around Throggs Neck. 

“The money raised goes 
into a fund, which is distrib-
uted to those in need,” said 
Dalton. “It goes to people 
who have catastrophic ill-
ness, or have had an acci-
dent” 

If you have further ques-
tions or need further infor-
mation, you can e-mail the 
Throggs Neck Benevolent 
Association at tnba342@aol.
com. 

For more information, 
visit the TNBA webpage at 
www.tnba.blogspot.com.  

TNBA to host annual 5K Turkey Trot benefi t 

Participants, young and old, participated in last year’s Turkey Trot.
 File Photo

The Turkey Trot usually draws a sizeable crowd to Orchard Beach. 
 File Photo
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Bon Appetit! And more im-

portantly, savor the Bronx!
The 4th Annual ‘Savor the 

Bronx’ Restaurant Week was 
kicked off by Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. at the Bronx Beer 
Hall, 2321 Hughes Avenue, in the 
Arthur Avenue Retail Market on 
Monday, November 3.

‘Savor the Bronx’ Restaurant 
Week, produced by the Bronx 
Tourism Council and co-hosted 
by the Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation, gives 
those in attendance an opportu-
nity to explore and learn more 
about the different cuisines that 
the Bronx has to offer, from sea-
food on City Island to Spanish 
cuisine in University Heights.

The 12-day event, which will 
conclude on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 14, connects attendees with 
the top eating and beer estab-
lishments in the Bronx, while 
offering special values and dis-
counts.

“Savor the Bronx Restaurant 
Week is our way of featuring 
some of the borough’s best eater-
ies,” said Olga Luz Tirado, exec-
utive director of the Bronx Tour-
ism Council. “We invite visitors 

to sample and enjoy the diverse 
fl avors that our borough has.”

At the press conference on 
Monday, November 3, the Bronx 
Beer Hall also highlighted its 
new menu and provided samples 
from the Gun Hill Brewery and 
Jonas Bronck’s Beer Company.

The Gun Hill Brewery, lo-
cated on 3227 Laconia Avenue 
and who recently won a gold 
medal at the 2014 Great Ameri-
can Beer Festival, sampled their 
Void of Light Stout.  Jonas Bron-
ck’s Beer Company, which is re-
tailed in locations in four out of 

the city’s fi ve boroughs as well 
as Long Island and Westchester, 
sampled their classic New York 
Chocolate Egg Cream Stout for 
the event.

The event also included Chef 
King Phojanakong and Small 
Axe Peppers provided samples 

of a product that is made using 
peppers grown in community 
gardens across the borough, the 
brand new Bronx Hot Sauce.

“We have so many great fl a-
vors in our borough, and I hope 
that everyone – visitors and lo-
cals alike – will take advantage 
of this promotion and try some-
thing new,” said Diaz.

“Our borough has an amaz-
ing food culture, and ‘Savor the 
Bronx’ is a great way to explore 
our epicurean delights.”

The Arthur Avenue Retail 
Market, known primarily for its 
Italian delis and restaurants, 
proved that even in a location 
highly infl uenced by Italian 
cuisine and culture, the enor-
mous variety of food cultures of 
the Bronx could be represented 
and showcased in that environ-
ment.

Lucky for food connois-
seurs, Savor the Bronx Restau-
rant Week is taking place until 
Wednesday, November 14, so for 
anybody that wants an opportu-
nity to enjoy the many food cul-
tures from the entire borough, 
make your way to the Arthur 
Avenue Retail Market. You will 
have a lot on your plate!

BP kicks off ‘Savor the Bronx’ Restaurant Week

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and local epicureans sample the cuisine of the Bronx Beer Hall, kicking off the 4th an-
nual ‘Savor the Bronx’ Restaurant Week on Monday, November 3. 
 Photo courtesy of BP Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce

BY ROBERT WIRSING
One south Bronx school 

that persevered amid a his-
toric era of societal adver-
sity held a celebration a cen-
tury in the making.

 On Saturday, Novem-
ber 1, St. John Chrysostom 
School commemorated its 
100-year anniversary serv-
ing the educational needs of 
children in the Bronx. De-
spite the less than favorable 
weather, Timothy Cardinal 
Dolan and many members of 
the community attended the 
momentous occasion recog-
nizing the school’s centen-
nial. 

“St. John Chrysostom 
has a spirit you don’t fi nd in 
other places,” explained Sis-
ter Mary Elizabeth Mooney, 
principal. “Our school’s 
motto is, ‘Excellence in a 
Non-Violent Atmosphere,’ 
and it is a very special place 
providing safety for stu-

dents of the south Bronx.” 
“He came into the building 
and talked to everybody 
here,” she revealed. “He had 
pictures taken with all of the 
students and their parents 
and he was very friendly to 
everyone.”

An open house tour was 
given to all, leading up to a 
special treat. Following the 
tour, a street naming cer-
emony was conducted by 
Cardinal Dolan. The mas-
sive crowd included priests, 
alumni, students, teachers, 
faculty and staff, and mem-
bers of the Dominican Sis-
ters of Sparkill, the order 
which founded the school.    

The Sisters, whose con-
gregation continues to serve 
and educate at the school, 
were honored at this special 
occasion by having the street 
outside the school named af-
ter their order. It proudly 
reads, ‘Dominican Sisters of 

Sparkill Place’ in the street 
in front of the school.

“We celebrated the 100-
year anniversary of the 
school on Saturday with 
Cardinal Dolan and other 
priests as guests,” explained 
Mooney. “The street was re-
named for the order of the 
sisters who founded this 
school and have been edu-
cating the students of the for 
a century and continue to do 
so today.”

Upon the unveiling, 100 
balloons were released into 
the air as the crowd ex-
ploded into collective bursts 
of applause. Following the 
ceremony’s conclusion, the 
cardinal celebrated Mass 
for the congregation and a 
reception was held inside 
the school.

“The school and the 
church were completely 
packed this Saturday,” she 
said. “After the Mass, the 

alumni and members of the 
community attended a re-
ception in the school hall. In 
quoting the alumni who vis-
ited us during the 100th an-
niversary, they told me how 
wonderful these students 
are and our students have 
also voiced how proud they 
are to be here.”

Sister Mooney served 
as St. John Chrysostom 
School’s principal for 20 
years.    

St. John Chrysostom 
School is located on 1144 Hoe 

Avenue. In the 1970s and 
1980, this street and 167th 
Street made up the notori-
ous ‘Fort Apache,’ an area 
known for its violence and 
charred infrastructure. 

However, the school re-
mained resilient during 
this troubling era, earning 
it the endearing nickname 
‘Little House on the Prai-
rie’ for providing an educa-
tional sanctuary free of the 
surrounding urban decay to 
neighborhood children. 

Currently, 355 students, 

ranging from grades pre-K 
through eighth, attend the 
school. For any additional 
information and to enroll for 
admission at this Catholic 
school, visit www.sjchrysos-
tom.org.

“I am so happy to be 
working with these wonder-
ful students, teachers and 
parents,” expressed Sister 
Mooney. “ I have seen many 
of the children we taught 
throughout the years bring 
their children here to learn. 
It’s a honor and a privilege.”

‘Little House on the 
Prarie’ celebrates 100th

Timothy Cardinal Dolan honored the Dominican Sisters of Sparkill for founding St. John Chrysostom 
School and providing continued educational services in the south Bronx. 
 Photo courtesy of St. John Chrysostom School
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The annual City Island Hallow-
een Parade took place on Friday, 
October 31 and was sponsered 
by the City Island Chamber of 
Commerce. City Islanders of all 
ages in costumes of all types 
marched from Hawkins Park 
down City Island Avenue to the 
community center for a post-
parade party.

CITY ISLAND HALLOWEEN PARADE

(l-r) Mike, Dyra and Madison 
(front) Guzman spend the night 
as superhero family The In-
credibles. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

A pirate ship heads down City 
Island Avenue. Photo by Laura 
Stone

(Above) (l-r) Marcello Testa, As-
semblymen Michael DenDekker 
(Queens) and Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto, Tom Messina 
representing Congressman Joe 
Crowely,  Michael Johnson and 
Ben Randazzo at the game. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Elected offi cials from the Bronx 
and Queens battled it out on 
the football fi eld, playing for 
bragging rights while support-
ing the troops. Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto represent-
ing the Bronx and Assembly-
man Michael Den Dekker from 
Queens led their respective 
teams on Saturday, November 
1 at the Lehman High School 
football fi eld. 
The touch football game raised 
money for the Wounded War-
riors Project and USO, and 
ended in a 7-7 tie.

Assemblyman Carl Heastie (l) runs interference for D.A. Robert 
Johnson. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

2ND BATTLE OF THE BOROUGHS FOOTBALL

(l-r) Throggs Neck Merchants Association president Stephen Kaufman;  Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
honoree; Stephanie Salaman, honoree; Thomas Messsina, Congressman Joseph Crowley’s represen-
tative; Gerry Colon, merchant member; Dr. Albert Graziosa, honoree; Dr Ariq Rabadi, honoree; and 
Lilyanna Pekic and Ed Angelino, merchant members. Walter Pofeldt

(l-r) Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Stefanie Salaman, Performers Edge; Dr. Albert Graziosa and Dr. Ariq 
Pabadi pose with their plaques after being honored at the 6th Annual Throggs Neck Merchant Associa-
tion Dinner Dance at Villa Barone Manor on Thursday, October 30. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Throggs Neck Merchant Association hosted its 6th annual Dinner Dance at Villa Barone Manor, on Thursday, October 30. The honorees at this year’s event included Dr. Albert Graziosa for Businessman of 
the Year, Stefanie Salaman from Performance Edge Dance Studios for Business Woman of the Year, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj for Excellence and Dr. Ariq Rabadi for Lifetime Achievement.

THROGGS NECK MERCHANT ASSOCIATION HOSTS 6TH ANNUAL DINNER DANCE
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Captain Frank Parisi, a Marine Corp veteran, will serve as grand 
marshal of the Throggs Neck Veterans Day Parade. 
 Photo courtesy of Helene Parisi

December, completed his 
basic training at Quan-
tico, Virginia. 

In January, he at-
tended Aviation Profl ight 
Indoctrination at Pensa-
cola, Florida’s Naval Air 
Station. Completing pri-
mary fl ight training and 
advanced jet strike train-
ing in December 2006, 
First Lieutenant Parisi 
became a Naval Aviator 
in Meridian, Mississippi. 

He began training at 
Marine Attack Train-
ing Squadron 203 and 
the AV-8B Harrier Fleet 
Replacement Squadron 
in Cherry Point, North 
Carolina. In April 2008, 
Parisi was assigned to 
Marine Attack Squadron 
542 and was promoted to 
captain in July.

 He reported for duty 
aboard the U.S.S. Bataan 
to serve with the 22nd 
Marine Expeditionary 
Unit. During this, Parisi 
fl ew the Harrier with Ma-
rine Attack Squadron 542 

Detachment Alpha. 
Training in Greece 

and Kuwait upon deploy-
ment, he engaged in Op-
eration Bright Star in 
Egypt. In May 2010, the 
captain was involved in 
Capella Strike, a joint 
U.S.-British exercise on 
Her Majesty Ship Ark 
Royal. 

From July 2010 until 
January 2011, Parisi was 
once again deployed with 
MAS 542, this time with 
the 31st MEU in Opera-
tion Invincible Spirit to 
support of U.S. and South 
Korea exercises aboard 
the U.S.S. Essex from 
September through No-
vember. He departed the 
Harrier fl eet as an AV-8B 
Division Leader, AV-8B 
Weapons Training Of-
fi cer, AV-8B Training 
Landing Signals Offi cer, 
however still retaining 
his other mission essen-
tial qualifi cations. It is re-
ported the captain spent 
approximately 450 hours 
piloting the Harrier dur-

ing his career.
Following his depar-

ture, he reported to 2D 
Marine Special Opera-
tions Battalion at Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina 
in June 2011 to assist as 
Air Offi cer. Sent out to 
Badghis Province in Af-
ghanistan from January 
until June 2012 as a Joint 
Terminal Attack Control-
ler, Parisi served with 
Marine Special Opera-
tions Teams 8231 in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. 
Upon return, he reported 
to the 3D MSOB as the 
Firepower Control Pla-
toon Offi cer in Charge. 

After several years 
serving our country’s 
military, Captain Parisi 
left active duty and now 
serves as a member of the 
Individual Ready Reserve. 
He possesses a highly-
decorated resume and 
is the recipient of many 
prestigious recognitions 
including the Combat Ac-
tion Ribbon, the Navy/
Marine Corps Achieve-

ment Medal, three Sea 
Service Deployment Rib-
bons, and the Global War 
on Terror Expeditionary 
and Service Medals. De-
spite this, Captain Parisi 
remains humble and is 
best described by all as ‘a 
neighborhood kid’.

Parisi will serve as 
grand marshal for the 
soon approaching Sun-
day, November 9’s 30th 
Annual Throggs Neck 
Veterans Day Parade.

“It’s an absolute honor 
to be able to represent 
both the Throggs Neck 
community where I was 
born and raised as well 
as the veterans who live 
here,” expressed Parisi.

“He’s very honored to 
be in this year’s march,” 
revealed James Parisi, 
Captain Parisi’s father. 
“He’s looking forward to 
being the grand marshal 
and serving as a repre-
sentative for those sol-
diers he served alongside 
during his time in the 
military.” 

from Page 1

Throggs Neck veteran to serve as parade marshal

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The future of home en-

ergy systems has now ar-
rived for two Bronx public 
housing buildings.

On Wednesday, October 
29, a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony unveiling energy 
monitoring and effi ciency 
upgrades in Monterey 
Houses, was conducted by 
Councilman Ritchie Torres, 
chair of the Committee on 
Public Housing, Intech21, 
and the Monterey Houses 
Tenant Association. Also in 
attendance were New York 
Assemblyman Victor Pich-
ardo and Mothers on the 
Move.

“The partnership be-
tween Intech21 and NYCHA 
demonstrates the benefi ts of 
bringing cutting-edge tech-
nology to public housing,” 
explained  Torres. “NYCHA 
spends $589 million dollars 
a year on utility costs, dou-
ble the costs from a decade 
ago. If we are serious about 
reducing waste and energy 
emissions in New York City, 
the Intech21 and NYCHA 

partnership provides an ex-
ceptional opportunity.”

Through the installation 
of Wireless Energy Modules 
and Computerized Heating 
Automated Systems each 
unit’s energy usage and 
temperture can be moni-
tored, as well as automati-
cally maintained at a  com-
fortable level. 

It is believed that 
through this implementa-
tion, these upgrades will re-
sult in a signifi cant reduc-
tion of Monterey Houses’ 
total energy consumption 
by at least 22%. 

An analysis conducted by 
the Environmental Defense 
Fund predicts once these 
technologies are installed 
throughout NYCHA’s port-
folio, The authority could 
save approximately $31 mil-
lion in heating costs and 
$25 million in electric costs 
annually while avoiding 
177,000 metric tons of car-
bon dioxide emissions each 
year.

“Intech 21, a New York-
based high tech company, 

has been working with the 
New York City Housing Au-
thority for the last 15 years,” 
George Bilenko, founder and 
CEO of Intech21, said. 

“During this time we 
have developed for NYCHA 
the Computerized Heating 
Automated System. CHAS 
has been used successfully 
by NYCHA to centralize all 
of its boiler plants and heat-
ing operations. NYCHA has 
received several awards for 
the use of this centralized 
system. This system was 
pioneered by Intech21 at the 
Castle Hill NYCHA Ddvelop-
ment.”

“I’m proud to stand with 
my colleague Councilman 
Ritchie Torres and thank 
him for his leadership on 
this issue. NYCHA develop-
ments in our districts are 
long overdue for this type 
of funding. I am glad we 
have leaders like this in the 
Council, so we can push NY-
CHA in the right direction, 
and I will make sure that 
the state will do right by our 
constituents as well,” said 

Assemblyman Pichardo.
After the announcement, 

participants at Wednesday’s 
event were able to see the re-
cently installed WEM inside 
an apartment rented by Isa-

bel Matias, the tenant asso-
ciation president for the last 
four years.

“So far it’s working well,” 
Matias confi rmed. “The ten-
ants have adjusted to this 

new system and they know 
it’s saving money on heat 
and electricity here and that 
money saved will go toward 
more development where it’s 
needed. I am in favor of it.”

Monterey Houses get energy upgrade

Councilman Ritchie Torres announcing technology upgrades for NYCHA’s Monterey Houses. 
 Photo courtesy of the Offi ce of Council Member Ritchie Torres
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Counci lman James Vacca • Congressman Joseph Crowley •  State  Senator  Je f f  Kle in 
Bronx Times Reporter • Con Edison • D&J Ambulette • Ensign Engineering  ● McDonalds   

Manhattan Beer Distributors • Marina del Rey   
 Sanitation Salvage Corp  

 
                                         

●Dedona Properties ● Throggs Neck Homeowners ●Ciminello Properties ●Colonial Management  
●Hutch Metro Center  ●Throggs Neck Multicare  ●Villa Barone Manor 

●Schuyler Hill Funeral Home  
 

●AJ Recycle ●Milea Truck Sales Corp. ●New York Botanical Gardens ●Bronx Taxman  
●Metro Optics  ●Throggs Neck Merchants Assoc. ●Tosca ●Penny Pincher  

Throggs Neck Little League 
 

 ●Barino’s Market  ●Crosstown Diner ● Crown Towing Service ●Edgewater Park Homeowners 
Assoc.  ●Icehouse Cafe ●J&L Tank Repair  ●PJ Brady ●T&L Trophy ●Theodore Korony Post #253  
 

●Throggs Neck Auto ●BP Dunkin Donuts ●Bronx Zoo ●G&R Deli  ● Jerry & Son Auto 
Service •  Burns & Rodriguez • Wicked Wol f   •  The Trump Organizat ion • Alley  Cat Café   

 
Sirec i  Family  Dental ,  P.C. •   Ricky & Elaine Ricc iardi  in Memory o f  Steve  Wieczorek 

Just Nuts Music •  United Veteran Parade ●Frankie’s Carnival Time 
 

Spoto’s ●Sue-L Cleaners ●Throggs Neck Clipper ● Giordano’s Big G ● Louis Seafood 
Modern Frui t  •  Dr.  Gonoud • All  Ameri can Laundry ● Caveman Cycle 
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Michael R. Benedetto 
Member of Assembly 


	09.bronx.p01
	09.bronx.p02
	09.bronx.p03
	09.bronx.p04
	09.bronx.p05
	09.bronx.p06
	09.bronx.p07
	09.bronx.p08
	09.bronx.p09
	09.bronx.p10
	09.bronx.p11
	09.bronx.p12

