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Blessings Of The Animals

A CHECK 
UP FOR 
WEILER

Overcrowding issues improving

Christine Avatiello brought her pet dog, Blade and cat, Drew to the First 
Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck’s Blessing of the Animals event on Sat-
urday, October 4, hosted in partnership with NYC Top Dog. 

Photo by Laura Stone

Additional
police at

area malls

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Efforts this spring by local of-

fi cials and the New York State As-
sociation of Nurses to draw atten-
tion to the issue of overcrowding 
at the Emergency Department of 
Weiler Hospital at the Montefi ore 
Medical Center Einstein Campus 
in Morris Park were not ignored.

Recent changes to the emer-
gency department have improved 
the situation, which was bogged 
down with excessive wait times 

and patients admitted to beds 
in the hallways, representatives 
from Montefi ore Medical Center 
said.

Since this spring, Montefi ore 
has taken steps to add beds, add 
staff, and improve the fl ow of pa-
tients, said Dr. Nadine Katz, a vice 
president at Montefi ore and medi-
cal director of the Einstein Cam-
pus.

“We’ve made signifi cant im-
Continued on Page 4

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Residents who are con-

cerned about police security 
at the new malls being built 
in the east Bronx can rest as-
sured.

The Bay Plaza Shopping 
Center, as well as others  will 
be covered by additional po-
lice officers through the holi-
day season.

Bay Plaza is usually cov-
ered by one patrol car, said 
Lt. Paul Trapani, who directs 
special operations for the 45th 
Precinct, but the shopping 
center will receive two addi-
tional beat officers during the 
week and one extra shift on 
the weekend.

The officers from the 4-5 
are returning from duty at 
Yankee Stadium, said Tra-
pani, and other extra officers 
from the stadium will be pa-
trolling the shopping center’s 
parking lots as well.

The precinct wanted to pa-
trol the area thoroughly be-
cause it’s a place where people 
congregate, said Trapani.

“With the amount of people 
that the mall and shopping 
center attracts, we thought 
that if we had additional re-
sources we should put them 
there,” he said.

Community Board 10 dis-
trict manager Kenneth Kearns 
said he agreed with the need 
for officers at the location.

“It’s vitally important be-
cause Bay Plaza has expanded 
greatly,” said Kearns.

The additional officers 
will be assigned there as long 
as the precinct has the ex-
tra resources, said Trapani, 
through the holiday season at 
the minimum.

Continued on Page 4
Staff Sgt. Victor Munoz. 
 Photo courtesy of U.S. Army

Bronx soldier vies for ‘Best Warrior’ title
BY ROBERT WIRSING

Many hear the call to service, 
but few are willing to answer. One 
Bronx soldier is striving to prove 
that he has what it takes to be con-
sidered “Army Strong.”

Staff Sergeant Victor Munoz, 
26, is a borough resident who 
has been serving his country for 
these last eight years. Born in the 
Dominican Republic, his family 
moved to New York and eventually 
settled down in the Bronx where 
he grew up since he was 4. A grad-
uate of Fordham Leadership Acad-
emy for Business and Technology, 

Munoz enlisted on July 18, 2006 
explaining that he wished “to do 
something bigger, travel the world, 
and learn.”

His assigned unit is the Public 
Health Command Region based 
in Landstuhl, Germany. As a 68R-
Veterinary Food Inspection Spe-
cialist, Munoz assists the public 
health command in Europe as 
well as conducts water and soil 
sampling in Africa and the Middle 
East. In addition to his services, 
he was awarded many distinct 
credentials including an Army 
Achievement Medal, Army Com-

mendation Medal, Good Conduct 
Medals, Expert Field Medic Badge, 
Parachutist Badge, and a Military 
Outstanding Achievement Volun-
teer Service Medal. Impressive as 
this resume may be, Munoz hopes 
to obtain one more accomplish-
ment: winning the Army’s Best 
Warrior Competition.

“The ‘Best Warrior Competi-
tion’ is something most don’t know 
about, but it is a big deal,” Munoz 
explained.

Described by both Munoz and 
his peers as “the Army’s equivalent 

Continued on Page 11



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Democratic pri-

mary in the 86th Assem-
bly District was decided 
by a razor-thin margin 
after a count of paper bal-
lots.

A bi-partisan team at 
the New York City Board 
of Elections made the re-
sults fi nal recently in the 
race between sitting As-
semblyman Victor Pich-
ardo and challenger Hec-
tor Ramirez,

The result after all ab-
sentee, military, and affi -
davit paper ballots were 
counted was Pichardo 
with 1,888 votes to Ramir-
ez’s 1,886, for a difference 
of just two votes. An ear-
lier count of primary 
night results originally 
showed Ramirez clinging 
to a 10 vote advantage. 

Pichardo said that he 
is honored to have the op-
portunity to continue to 
serve and represent his 

community in Albany for 
a full term. 

“I am truly humbled 
to have received the un-
wavering support of my 
neighbors - as well as from 
a great number of elected 
offi cials and unions 
across both the city and 
the state - during a tough 
campaign. We worked 
to ensure that this was a 
fair and clean election,” 
said the assemblyman. 
“I remain committed to 
working hard to deliver 
results and to building a 
better future for the 86th 
district.” 

Pichardo was elected 
in 2013 and had been in 
offi ce for less than a year 
before the primary elec-
tion. 

The assemblyman pre-
viously worked for Sena-
tor Gustavo Rivera as his 
director of community af-
fairs for a year and half. 

“First of all, I was glad 

that the process was as 
thorough as it was,” said 
Rivera. “I believe that 
every vote deserves to be 
counted and counted cor-
rectly. The process needed 
to be observed, and it was, 
and ultimately Victor was 
victorious.” 

The senator added: “I 
am absolutely gratifi ed. 
He is someone I have a 
great personal relation-
ship with and somebody 
that I know has a true 
and real commitment to 
the community he comes 
from and that he repre-
sents.” 

Even though the mar-
gin of his victory was 
small, Rivera said that he 
expects that Pichardo will 
double down his efforts to 
make sure he gains the 
trust of the people who 
did not vote for him, be-
cause he knows he works 
for them as well. 

Pichardo was elected 

in 2013 to fi ll the seat of 
Assemblyman Nelson 
Castro, who resigned af-
ter revelations emerged 
that he had been working 
with authorities to wire-
tap some allegedly cor-
rupt politicians. 

During the 2013 elec-
tion, Ramirez also lost 

by a small margin, and 
photos surfaced of voting 
machines missing levers 
that prevented voters to 
vote for several candi-
dates, including Rivera. 

At the time, that 
and other irregulari-
ties caused Ramirez and 
other candidates to call 

for a new election.  
Ramirez did not re-

turn two phone calls re-
questing comment on the 
recent developments.    

The 86th Assembly 
District covers parts 
of Fordham, as well as 
University Heights and 
Mount Hope. 
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Take Control of Asthma & COPD
Free Asthma & COPD Workshop
Do you or a family member have asthma or COPD? 
Montefiore invites you to attend a free workshop to  
learn how asthma and COPD can be managed.

Wednesday, October 15, 2014, 1:30–2:30 pm
Montefiore Medical Group – Grand Concourse
2532 Grand Concourse, Bronx

Advance registration is not required. 
Family members and caregivers are welcome to attend.

Questions? Call 1-800-MD-MONTE (1-800-636-6683)

Pichardo defeats primary 
opponent by two votes 

Assemblyman Victor Pichardo (l) won his Democratic Party primary bid. 
 courtesy of Assemblyman Pichardo
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Take Control of Diabetes
Free Diabetes Workshop
Do you or a family member have diabetes? 
Montefiore invites you to attend a free workshop  
to learn how diabetes can be managed.

Tuesday, October 14, 2014, 12:00–2:00 pm
Montefiore Medical Group – Bronx East 
2300 Westchester Avenue, Bronx

Advance registration is not required. 
Family members and caregivers are welcome to attend.

Questions? Call 1-800-MD-MONTE (1-800-636-6683)

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Electeds and concerned 

Castle Hill citizens lam-
basted the construction of 
a motel in their neighbor-
hood.

Celebrating a NYC De-
partment of Building’s Stop 
Work Order at the Bruckner 
Boulevard site, on Thurs-
day, October 2, elected of-
fi cials joined together with 
the Castle Hill Betterment 
Association, a group formed 
to fi ght the 60-unit Days Inn 
Motel they believe is really 
a ‘hot sheet motel’ in the 
making, sneaking into their 
community under the guise 
of economic development. 

Senator Jeff Klein, As-
semblyman Luis Sepulveda, 
Assemblyman Marcos Cre-
spo, and Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma stood with 
the residents outside of the 
construction site on the 
south side of Bruckner Bou-
levard near Zerega Avenue 
and called for the developer, 
identifi ed as Manny Kumar, 
to work with the commu-
nity to fi nd a better use for 

the property.  
“I continue to have seri-

ous concern over the devel-
opment of a Days Inn Motel 
that would probably pro-
vide day rates, creating the 
potential for a ‘hot sheet mo-
tel’ at 2338 Bruckner Boule-
vard,” said Klein. “We know 
from multiple past experi-
ences that these types of es-
tablishments breed not only 
illicit, but potentially illegal 
activity and hurt otherwise 
strong communities. I am 
pleased that the NYC De-
partment of Buildings has 
issued this Stop Work Or-
der and is taking the matter 
under careful review.”  

Klein added that based 
on his experiences living in 
the Bronx, and after years 
of seeing motels opening on 
busy commercial corridors, 
he has not seen an instance 
of those motels being any-
thing he considers legiti-
mate. 

He said that he doubted 
this one would be any dif-
ferent. This is compounded 
by the fact that the develop-

ment had been in the works 
for four years, but no one in 
the community had been 
notifi ed. 

The swift action by the 
DOB was commended by 
Sepulveda, who said that 
“the residents of Castle Hill 
have shown that they will 
not let unscrupulous busi-
nesses into their neighbor-
hood without having a seat 
at the table.” 

“The apparent cycle of 
hotels being eventually con-
verted into ‘hot sheet’ mo-
tels, in order to remain eco-
nomically viable, occur all 
too often in the Bronx,” said 
Palma. “While the Days Inn 
is a respectable brand in 
the hotel industry, the ques-
tionable location of this site 
will easily attract illegal ac-
tivity due to the lack of ap-
propriate local infrastruc-
ture.” 

CHNBA member Fer-
nando Penate, an architect 
for nearly three decades, 
said that according to his 
interpretation of the zon-
ing, he believes that the mo-

tel needs to be set back from 
the street further than the 
plans show. 

Klein said that a zoning 
review raised questions 
about how the lots were 
combined at the site. 

“If those issues are real, 
they need to amend their 
plans and scale back the 
project to what is allowed,” 
said Crespo in an interview 
after the press conference. 

Community Board 9 
chairman William Rivera 
said that he doubts that the 
project will bring positive, 
community friendly devel-
opment to the area. 

“History has shown in 
the last 20 years that with-
out a clientele for what they 
want to do, these projects 
turn into hot-sheet motels,” 
he said.

Referring to the develop-

er’s plan to provide bus 
service to various at-

tractions around the city, 
Rivera said that while it is 
possible, “we have heard 
this line before - it is a bro-
ken record.” 

As of press time, the Stop 
Work Order remained in ef-
fect. Penate said that there 
has been a recent amended 
fi ling, but that the group 
still needs time to review it. 

Citizens laud Days Inn Stop Work order

Senator Jeff Klein (2nd from left) stands with fellow elected offi cials and community leaders from 
the Castle Hill Neighborhood Betterment Association at a press conference outside of the Bruckner 
Bloulevard hotel site on Thursday, October 2. Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio



provements, and we’re still 
doing work with them,” she 
said.

Improvements made

One of those changes 
was eliminating the tra-
ditional waiting room, so 
that patients are seen more 
quickly by a nurse and sent 
to the appropriate part of 
the emergency department 
to wait for treatment, said 
Dr. Deborah White, chief of 
services of the Department 
of Emergency Medicine, 
Einstein Division. 

The new patient fl ow 
has decreased average wait 
times in the department, 
said White. Between Sep-
tember 2012 and Septem-
ber 2014, the average time 
between when a patient is 
greeted to when they see a 
doctor decreased from 2.5 
hours to under 2 hours (al-
though the time it takes for 
critical care patients suffer-
ing from a heart attack is a 
matter of minutes), the total 
length of stay for patients 
who will be treated and 
released decreased from 6 
hours to 4.1 hours, and the 

time it took for patients 
to be admitted to a bed de-
creased from 17 hours to 15 
hours. 

“This is a huge improve-
ment,” said White.

Montefi ore also moved 
the orthopedic unit to a 
different campus earlier 
in the year, which created 
some additional space, said 
Katz, and is continuing to 
look into moving additional 
units this year to add more 
beds. The improvements 
meant that this summer, pa-
tients were no longer being 
admitted to hallway beds, 
said Katz.

One of the elected offi -
cials who pushed Montefi ore 
to make improvements at 
the spring meeting, Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto, 
said when he visited the 
hospital in July with other 
elected offi cials the situ-
ation seemed to have im-
proved.

“I was quite impressed,” 
he said, of the new patient 
fl ow.

Not enough

But nurse Karine Ray-
mond, NYSNA board mem-

ber and chair of Weiler divi-
sion, said that the changes 
are not enough.

“Things are minimally 
better,” she said about the 
situation.

The emergency depart-
ment is still signifi cantly 
overburdened, said Ray-
mond, and the new patient 
fl ow has only changed 
where they are waiting in 
overcrowded rooms, which 
some days are “horrifi c.” 

“You could argue Mon-
tefi ore has been doing some-
thing to alleviate the lack of 
space,” she said. “But they 
need to do more.”

The department is also 
signifi cantly understaffed, 
said Raymond, which led 
the nurses to fi le Protests 
of Assignments, which in-
dicates when they are in 
situations that feel unsafe. 
They fi led 128 protests this 
spring in a span of three 
months, she said.

NYSNA reviewed the 
situation, and recommend 
Montefi ore hire 30 new 
nurses for the department, 
said Raymond, but they 
only agreed to 15 new hires.

“It was disappointing 
to us,” said Raymond. “We 
know what we need and 
we know what our patients 
need.”

Of those 15 new posi-
tions, nurses have been 
hired for nine of them, said 
White, and they are in vari-
ous stages of the multi-step 
process to become staff.

The nurses are con-
cerned about the situation 
worsening as fl u season ap-
proaches, said Raymond, 
and will continue to push 
Montefi ore to address staff-
ing and space needs.

Although the local of-
fi cials were encouraged 
by what they saw in July, 
Benedetto said they will 

continue to follow the issue 
and will address the needs of 
their constituents at a meet-
ing with Montefi ore offi cials 
on the subject next week.

Montefi ore will continue 
to look for new ways to ad-
dress the issue over the com-
ing months, said Katz.

“It’s something we’re 
still working on,” she said.
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The emergency department at Jack D. Weiler Hospital has been the subject of concern for many 
community leaders and elected offi cials this year, due to reports of overcrowding and excessive wait 
times. Photo by Alex Belisle

Check up at Montefi ore Hospital
From Page 1

The extra level of pro-
tection is purely for pre-
ventative reasons, said 
Trapani.

“I’m happy we have 
nothing major to report,” 
Trapani said about the 
new mall.

Community Board 
10 vice chairman John 
Marano is glad that the 
shopping area has re-
ceived what he feels is 
necessary attention, be-
cause of the increase in 
people frequenting the 
location and surround-
ing areas.

But he said he thinks 

the area needs more than 
two or four additional of-
ficers, and also wishes 
the additional officers 
were not just on tempo-
rary assignment during 
the off-season.

“My concern is we 
need these officers here 
all the time,” he said.

Marano and Kearns 
also said the community 
board is pushing for the 
45th Precinct to receive 
more full-time officers, 
in order to protect the 
quality of life within the 
entire board.

“We need more,” said 
Marano.

Additional police offi cers assigned to newly-built area malls

The new Mall at Bay Plaza and other recently constructed shopping centers have caused the public to raise concerns about the police 
manning level in the 45th Precinct. File photo

From Page 1
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Graphic artist and ar-
chitect Frank Palombo 
has had a storied career 
in the Bronx and beyond, 
and his work celebrating 
Italian Heritage is now 
on display at the Belmont 
Library. 

In honor of Italian 
Heritage Month, Pal-
ombo’s original posters 
depicting great Italians 
like explorers Christo-
pher Columbus and Gio-
vanni Caboto and politi-
cian/journalist Giuseppe 
Mazzini, as well as every-
day immigrants coming 
to America in search of a 
better life, are on display 
at the library’s atrium. 
The Belmont New York 
Public Library is part 
of the Enrico Fermi Cul-
tural Center. 

For more than two de-
cades, Frank served in 
the position of in-house 
graphic artist for three 
borough presidents, in-
cluding Stanley Simon, 
Fernando Ferrer and 
Adolfo Carrion. 

He created posters, 
signs, banners, murals 
and programs for many 
different kinds of events 
hosted by each borough 
president, and accord-
ing to Palombo, was also 
called upon to sing both 
the American and the 
Italian national anthems 
at official events. In 1991, 
he created a poster with 
a likeness of general and 
former Secretary of State 
Colin Powell.  

He also designed the 
Bronze doors leading into 
and out of the rotunda at 
the Bronx County Court-

house on the Grand Con-
course, and a permanent 
memorial there in re-
membrance of Septem-
ber 11, 2001. 

“The posters cele-
brate different ethnici-
ties including Italian, 
Puerto Rican, African-
American, Irish, and 
every kind of event,” he 
said of his work with the 
borough president’s of-
fice.

“All of a sudden, the 
borough president’s of-
fice had an artist, and I 
added another dimension 
to it,” Palombo added. 
“The artwork would 
enhance whatever the 
events were.” Frank is 
a member of the Enrico 
Fermi Culture Commit-
tee at the library, which 
is located at 610 E. 186th 
Street.

He attributes his in-
terest in his ancestry to 
his upbringing by Ital-
ian immigrant parents. 

“My parents were 
from Italy, so that had a 
lot of influence on me,” 
said Palombo. “From my 

mother, I got her humor, 
and from my father the 
influence was more ar-
tistic.”  

According to a bi-
ography of Palombo, 
Frank describes his fa-
ther a ‘renaissance man’ 
whose talents were var-
ied, including being a 
sculptor, culinary artist, 
magician, vaudeville en-
tertainer, and musician. 
His mother brought him 
to appreciate opera and 
Neapolitan songs, and 
his love of song is an-
other of his passions. He 
said that he also sings 
at events at the Italian-
American cultural cen-
ter. 

His work as an artist 
is informed by a curios-
ity about nature and hu-
manity, he said. 

“I am always curious 
about how things come 
about and how they are 
formed,” he said. “I am 
always very aware of 
that and very apprecia-
tive of different environ-
ments, artwork and ar-
chitecture.”

Palombo added that it 
is very important for an 
artist to simulate a natu-
ral environment. He is a 
graduate of the Fashion 
Institute of Technology, 
and prior to working in 
local government, he was 
a designer of textiles for 
home furnishings. Ac-
cording to his biography, 
that work still continues 
today. 

Known as an “artist 
for the people,” Palombo 
began drawing at the age 
of six, and painting still 
life as a teenager.   

Bronx
neighbors

PROFILE



BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx River Al-

liance is hosting the last 
‘Bronx River Ramble’ of the 
year on Saturday, October 
11 at the Woodlawn Cem-
etery.

The two-hour walking 
tour will examine the eco-
logical signifi cance of the 
Woodlawn Brook and the 
history surrounding the 
Bronx River tributary, said 
Maggie Greenfi eld, director 
of Programs and Develop-
ment at the Bronx River Al-
liance.

The volunteer-led ram-
bles are held each month 
from April through Octo-
ber at a different part of the 
Bronx River, said Green-
fi eld. 

“Each walk is meant to 
highlight the stories of dif-
ferent neighborhoods,” she 
said. “The Bronx River has 
been a central part of that 
history for many years.”

The Bronx River Alli-
ance’s mission is to protect, 
improve, and restore the 
Bronx River so it can be a 
resource for the communi-
ties it fl ows through, said 
Greenfi eld, and the rambles 

are just one type of pro-
gramming throughout the 
year.

“These walks are just a 
different way to appreciate 
the river and get to know 
it,” she said.

Several of the walks each 
year, including Saturday’s 

Woodlawn Ramble, are led 
by local historian Stephen 
DeVillo.

The Woodlawn Brook 
is unique because it’s one 
of the few tributaries of 
the Bronx River that you 
can walk from its source 
to where it meets with the 

river, said DeVillo, and the 
brook has been preserved 
as part of the landscape of 
the Woodlawn Cemetery.

DeVillo said he likes 
to keep the contents of the 
tours a surprise, but did say 
it would include the story of 
a magnifi cent mausoleum 

with no name, a story of arc-
tic exploration and disaster, 
and stories about Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, an over-
looked hero of the Women’s 
Suffrage Movement.

Two of his other favor-
ite rambles he’s presented 
were a walk through the 

Battle of White Plains and 
it’s role in the Revolution-
ary War along the Bronx 
River in White Plains, and 
a tour of the newly reopened 
Starlight Park, which at 
one point was the site of an 
amusement park.

“There’s all kinds of 
crazy stories,” he said.

Another thing people 
might not know about the 
Bronx River is that the fi rst 
Titanic disaster movie was 
fi lmed in the river’s estu-
ary, said DeVillo.

DeVillo said he loves 
sharing these stories sur-
rounding the river on each 
of the rambles over the past 
few years.

“It’s been tremendous, 
tremendous fun,” said DeV-
illo.

The River Ramble on 
Saturday, October 11, is free 
and does not require reser-
vations. Participants should 
meet at the Woodlawn Cem-
etery Northeast Entrance, 
near Webster Avenue and 
East 233rd Street.

For more information 
about the Bronx River Alli-
ance and its programming, 
visit bronxriver.org.
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Rambling Bronx River has many tales to tell

Bronx River Alliance volunteers Hank Stroobants and Mike Gupta lead a Bronx River Ramble at Shoelace Park in 2013, highlighting the 
Bronx River Greenway along with local architecture and a WWI monument between East 211th and East 233rd streets. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx River Alliance

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A celebration of ama-

teur films and filmmak-
ing is making its way to 
the Bronx.

NYU’s Student Chapter 
AMIA – The Association 
of Moving Image Archi-
vists – is hosting a Home 
Movie Day at the Gun Hill 
Brewing Company, 3227 
Laconia Avenue, on Satur-
day, October 18 at 1 p.m.

This event, both free 
and open to the public, 
provides those in atten-
dance with an opportu-
nity to see and share their 
own home movies in an 
open screening with other 
cinema buffs.

Members of NYU’s 
MIAP – Moving Image 
Archiving and Preserva-
tion – along with other 
volunteers will also be on 
hand to offer expert evalu-
ations of the films that are 
brought for viewing.

According to AMIA, 
the event is a chance to 

discover how to care for 
movies, while refreshing 
the memory of those in at-
tendance about their im-
portance amongst the hu-
man culture. 

Local archives, his-
torical societies and mu-
seums are currently very 
interested in collecting 
home videos, even if they 
are still in VHS format.

AMIA also hopes to 
educate the participants 
that with the proper care 
and storage, the original 
format of these films can 
last up to decades longer 
than new media formats 
such as DVD and Blu-Ray, 
which may seem easier to 
watch in today’s society.

“Home Movie Day 
proves to be a great event 
for people to come to-
gether for the same pur-
pose – to eat snacks, drink 
beer and watch old favor-
ites amongst others with 
intelligent insight and 
productive feedback in a 

cozy environment,” said 
AMIA Outreach Jasmyn 
Castro.

“It’s very different 
from, and a lot more fun, 
for someone to come and 
get involved with fellow 
neighborhood residents 
in a scenic place at Home 
Movie Day, rather than 
someone just watching a 
movie at home by them-
selves.”

And what better place 
to enjoy the food, drinks 
and videos of Home Movie 
Day than at the Gun Hill 
Brewing Company?

Recently claiming the 
gold medal at the 2014 
Great America Beer Festi-
val competition in Denver, 
Colorado, The Gun Hill 
Brewing Company stands 
as an important venue in 
the Bronx, and a great at-
mosphere to take in home 
videos while enjoying 
one of the most outstand-
ing beers produced in the 
United States.

Established in 2002, 
Home Movie Day has 
caught the attention of 
some of the biggest names 
in the movie produc-
tion industry, generat-
ing quotes from the likes 
of Martin Scorsese, Ken 
Burns and Steve Martin, 
amongst others.

According to each one 
of them, Home Movie 
Day’s importance cannot 
be stressed enough. It’s 
primary message - saving 
and preserving film heri-
tage.

“We are very excited to 
see what movies and vid-
eos each person brings to 
this event,” said Jasmyn 
Castro. “It doesn’t matter 
if they’ve never watched 
them, if they’ve never 
heard of them or if they 
haven’t seen them since 
they inherited them from 
their grandparents. We 
are just looking forward 
to seeing what movies – 
whether a favorite or for-

gotten – are brought to 
Home Movie Day.

For further informa-
tion, go to http://www.

eventbrite.com/e/amia-
n y u - p r e s e n t s - h o m e -
movie - day-2 014 -tickets -
13131449519.

The Gun Hill Brewing Company, located on 3227 Laconia Avenue 
will host NYU AMIA’s Home Movie Day on Saturday, October 18 at 1 
p.m. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Home Movie Day at Gun Hill Brewing



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A trucking machinery com-

pany has caused numerous dis-
turbances and inconveniences 
on Brush Avenue, neighbors 
say.

HO Penn, a caterpillar 
equipment dealer and leaser 
located at 699 Brush Avenue, 
has caused multiple issues, its 
neighbors claim.

Brush Avenue, already the 
site of multiple retail stores 
along with HO Penn, has be-
come overcrowded with trucks 
loading and unloading prod-
ucts, making it very hard for 
local traffi c to maneuver on the 
skinny street.

Residents lauded its other 
neighbors: UPS, Home Depot, 
Cablevision and Target for 
complying with M1-1 district 
regulations.

According to NYC.gov, M1-1, 
M1-2 and M1-3 districts are sub-
ject to parking requirements 
based on the type of use and 
size of an establishment and re-
quirements for loading berths 
of specifi ed dimensions differ 
according to district, size and 

type of use.
Residents living along Brush 

Avenue are angry that HO Penn 
is not following these regula-

tions. The neighbors allege that 
they have not contained their 
business on site. While repair-
ing trucks and tandem buses 

that are very often double-
parked, the fi rm  causes  distur-
bances at night by not buffer-
ing the noise or the  lights, and 
have allowed their employees 
to park on the street instead of 
in the  parking lot, they claim.

“This has been an ongoing 
problem for many years,” said 
Throggs Neck resident Dotti 
Poggi, who has lived on the par-
tially paved Brush Avenue even 
before HO Penn moved there in 
1976. “I was living here when 
there were trees on the side of 
the street, which have since 
been removed – more than 
likely to create more room for 
large vehicles.” 

Poggi has many questions 
regarding this situation.

“Where are the “No Idling” 
signs on the street? How will 
cars avoid head on collisions 
when a double bus or truck is 
double-parked?  How will cars 
avoid crashing after driving 
past a blind turn at the same 
time that a truck is backing 
up after missing its delivery 
area?”

HO Penn actually received 

a permit and constructed an 
area in the back of the build-
ing to accept all deliveries and 
pickups. However, it was never 
used and they have continued 
to tow their customers’ vehi-
cles on Brush Avenue.

“It’s become a dangerous 
scenario, jeopardizing the 
safety of drivers and especially 
the quality of life that the resi-
dents of our neighborhood de-
serve.”

According to Poggi, Brush’s 
Avenue’s isolation from the 
rest of Throggs Neck has been 
one of the reasons that this is-
sue has dragged on so long and 
continues to get worse.

“As a community of Throggs 
Neck we should not have to put 
up with such a dangerous situ-
ation and we want some kind of 
solution seriously considered. 
It’s possible that HO Penn has 
outgrown this site and should 
relocate to a more appropiate 
area where it can pull its large 
heavy equipment off a prop-
erly constructed road designed 
to handle such heavy equipe-
ment.”
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Residents of Soundview liv-

ing on or near Bruckner Boule-
vard will be temporarily forced 
to take their cravings to another 
White Castle location.

The White Castle at 1677 
Bruckner Boulevard, on the 
same competitive strip that in-
cludes a Burger King, McDon-
alds, Taco Bell and other fast 
food establishments, will be un-
dergoing renovations from now 
until the first quarter of 2015, 
when the home of the square 
burger plans to reopen.

Customers who are on site 
when the revamped White Cas-
tle reopens will see a brand new 
dining area with more seating, 
added cashier counter space to 
serve additional customers, a 
remodeled drive-thru and in-
creased parking spaces.

White Castle district man-
ager Jahanjir Kabir assures 
customers that this temporary 
closure is just a part of regu-
lar improvements of New York 

Bruckner Blvd. White Castle 
undergoes major renovations

White Castle has just begun renovating it’s location on 1677 Bruckner Boulevard, 
and should be under ‘Crave-sruction’until the fi rst quarter of 2015. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

City’s White Castle locations 
that take each year. 

“These renovations are just a 
part of the normal process for all 
of the White Castle’s locations,” 
said Kabir, who works at various 
White Castle restaurants in the 
Bronx, Manhattan and Queens.

“This is just part of a typical 
re-evaluation for each of its loca-
tion’s establishments that hap-
pens every year. The renovated 
location should include a lot of 
new bells and whistles once it’s 
completed.”

Kabir also added that the em-
ployees who used to work at this 
current location are either work-
ing at other nearby White Castle 
locations, working at other jobs 
or taking vacations while recon-
struction takes place at the site. 
He is hopeful that these employ-
ees are available to come back to 
work when the renovations are 
completed. 

Looking forward, six to nine 
months may not seem like a long 
time to renovate an establish-

ment.
However, for true White 

Castle customers craving those 
well-known, onion-toppled slid-
ers, this time period may seem 
like an eternity.

Luckily for them, there 
are six other White Castles in 
the Bronx, three within the 
nearby vicinity of this one – 931 
Westchester Avenue between In-
tervale Avenue and Rogers Place 
(Morrisania), 2900 East Trem-
ont Avenue between East Trem-
ont Avenue and Westchester Av-
enue (Westchester Square) and 
1831 Webster Avenue between 
East 175th Street and East 176th 
Street (Tremont). 

“The renovations are planned 
accordingly and appropriately 
for each of our locations to com-
ply with our customers’ needs,” 
said Kabir. “It is these renova-
tions by White Castle, amongst 
other things, that has always 
kept our establishments clean, 
convenient, and most impor-
tantly – craved.”

HO Penn’s vehicle repairs spill onto Brush Avenue

HO Penn, a caterpillar equipment dealer for trucks and buses, has caused com-
plaints from residents on Brush Avenue due to their inability to comply with M1-1 
zoning regulations. The bus in this picture is parked on a sidewalk dirt mound. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
They say in order to un-

derstand the present, one 
must learn from the past. 
What better place to do this 
than Bronx Community 
College’s Gould Memorial 
Library Rotunda, best de-
scribed as the Bronx’s hid-
den gem? 

This architectural mar-
vel was designed by Stan-
ford White after being in-
spired by the splendor of 
the Roman Pantheon and 
its infl uence is certainly 
felt throughout. When the 
guests made their way to 
the building, two large or-
nate bronze doors opened 
to welcome them after com-
pleting a tour of the cam-
pus and the Hall of Fame 
for Great Americans. Pass-
ing through a revolving 
door, their eager eyes now 
sit fi xed upon an ascend-
ing set of stairs, leading up 
to the entrance of another 
room. The air was fi lled 
with excitement and curios-
ity as they proceeded up to 
the room for the evening’s 
Bronx Centennial Cere-

Borough’s centennial celebrated in BCC Rotunda
mony. 

As the door gave way, 
the crowd walked inside, 
amazed by what they were 
seeing. It was as if the room 
they now resided in had 
emerged from a bygone age. 
The circular room was sup-
ported by 16 solid Conne-
mara Irish green marble 
columns rooted into the 
Italian style marble fl oor. 
A dome golden leaf -tinged 
ceiling dwelled above them 
as life-sized statues of the 
mythological Greek Muses 
gazed down from their in-
scribed lofts. The soon fad-
ing daylight peered through 
the kaleidoscopic created 
by the Tiffany stained glass 
windows underneath the 
loft. What was once used 
as a library now stands 
stripped of any books or 
shelves. The link to its past 
were the names of those fa-
mous historical, literary, 
and philosophical fi gures 
whose works and tales once 
called this place home.

On the evening of Tues-
day, October 7, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 

and Bronx Community 
College invited the media, 
elected offi cials, and histori-
ans from all over the Bronx 
to celebrate the historic 
milestone inside of the neo-
classical library. Many were 
in attendance and there was 
food and drink to be had. 
As the guests wined and 
dined, classical violin music 
graced the senses, serving 
as a beautiful compliment 
to the already breathtak-
ing scenery. Prior to this, a 
tour showcasing the cres-
cent shaped Hall of Fame for 
Great Americans which fea-
tures 98 bronze busts of the 
country’s most famous his-
toric fi gures was given.  

Much like an actual 
birthday party, guests were 
given “goodie-bags” which 
included a copy of the “Bor-
ough Reporter from Ruben 
Diaz Jr.” newspaper, a visi-
tor map and guide to the 
Bronx, a sticker and a pin 
commemorating one hun-
dred years, and fl yers an-
nouncing upcoming events. 
Once everyone was settled, 
the celebration was soon 

underway. beginning with a 
viewing of a PBS documen-
tary on these two architec-
tural wonders. Once it con-
cluded, the guests of honor 
heard from a wide range 
of speakers including Sara 
Sanabria, the Bronx bor-
ough president’s director 
of special events; Jay Her-
shenson, CUNY senior-vice 
chancellor; Dr. Eduardo 
Marti, Bronx Community 
College’s interim president; 
and fi nally from the bor-
ough president. Each one 
expressed the signifi cance 
behind the Bronx reaching 
a century’s length in its es-
tablishment as a borough.

Diaz, Jr. expressed grati-
tude for everyone’s involve-
ment in helping to better 
the Bronx as a community. 
The borough president 
stated during his address 
that “the Bronx is heading 
in the right direction” and 
that “today isn’t just about 
celebrating these past one 
hundred years, it’s also 
about how can we move on 
to another hundred years.”.

“We have created thou-

sands of jobs in the last 
fi ve years,” he stated. 
“We have seen the low-
est crime rate since 1968. 
There is a lot to celebrate 
for today.”

As the ceremony came 
to a close, the borough 
president offered all in 

attendance at this once-
in-a-lifetime event this 
thought to consider.

“This is not the time to 
rest on our laurals,” Diaz 
Jr. expressed. “This is the 
time to put the peddle to 
the metal. I believe that 
the best is yet to come.”    

Guide gives the press a grand tour of the Hall of Fame for Great 
Americans. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The bats and gloves 

were out and about as Cal-
vary Hospital teamed up 
with the Throgs Neck Lit-
tle League for two softball 
games involving their em-
ployees and staff.

The softball games, 
which were held on 
Wednesday, October 1 at 
150 Throgs Neck Boule-
vard, was organized to 
present Calvary Hospital 
employees and staff with 
an opportunity to join 
each other for a fun event 
in an environment other 
than the hospital.

The plan was originally 
brought to the Calvary 
Hospital administration 
by director of Materials 
Management Melissa Mur-
phy, who thought it would 
be a great idea for all levels 

of staff at Calvary Hospital 
who don’t always have the 
opportunity to interact 
with each other to come 
together to strengthen the 
bond between themselves, 
while  reaching out to the 
Throggs Neck community.

“When I approached 
administration with my 
idea, I wasn’t surprised 
when they told me it was 
a great idea and that they 
would do anything they 
could to help make this a 
reality,” said Murphy, who 
has worked at Calvary 
Hospital for 15 years.

“It’s that kind of sup-
port from our leadership 
that makes me proud to be 
a part of the staff at Cal-
vary Hospital.”

After administration 
okayed the idea, Melissa 
began to put the word out 

to the different depart-
ments at the hospital, hop-
ing that enough people 
would be interested to co-
ordinate a game.

The turn out could not 
have been better, as 65 em-
ployees representing 20 
departments showed up. 
Good thing there were two 
games scheduled for that 
evening, or else not every-
body would have been able 
to participate.

The comradery and 
enthusiasm amongst the 
staff members was unde-
niable – as nurses, direc-
tors, administrators and 
the Mmedical director, 
along with members of the 
secretarial, engineering, 
environmental services, 
security and storeroom 
departments took to the 
field to enjoy a night filled 

with companionship and 
friendly competition.

Calvary also received 
help and support prepar-
ing this event from the 
TNLL, who provided them 
with the field, along with 
food and beverages during 
the game.

The Calvary Hospital 
staff members may have 

not all played on the same 
team, but the purpose was 
the same in each and every 
player’s mind – to improve 
the already unbreakable, 
family-like link that they 
have with each other.

“Calvary Hospital 
prides itself with provid-
ing the very best care to 
our patients and family 

members,” Melissa said. 
“It is because of these very 
employees – and the bond 
they have between each 
other – that we are able to 
accomplish this.”

“It was just great to see 
the employees take part in 
two softball games and have 
them feeling like the super-
stars that they really are.”

Calvary Hospital 
hits a home run 

Calvary Hospital employees prepare for two softball games at the Throgs Neck Little League fi eld on 
Wednesday, October 1. Photo courtesy of Calvary Hospital
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Congressman Joseph Crowley hosted a shredding event for locals outside the Parkchester Post Offi ce 
on 1449 West Avenue on Saturday, September 20. The event was held to promote the importance of 
shredding private household documents to prevent fraud and identity theft. 

Crowley sponsors shredding event

(l-r) Loren Hernandez, Congressman Joseph Crowley and Councilwoman Anabel Palma prepare to 
shred household documents  on Saturday, September 20. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Stand Up to Violence program, a program that seeks to stop gun violence in local communities, 
held a rally on Allerton Avenue on Tuesday, September 23. SUV visits communities after violence 
caused by guns happens to bring awareness and draw attention to the issue. They host events within 
72-hours of a shooting in most cases, and employ mediators and outreach personnel that help stop 
any retaliation and ease tensions. Clergy from all over the borough attended the gathering, as did 
Senator Jeff Klein. 

Stand Up To Violence 

(Above )The president of the 49th Precinct 
Community Council, Joe Thompson, at the 
megaphone, during the rally .
 Photo courtesy of North Bronx Health Network

(Right) Rev. Que English of the Bronx Chirstian 
Fellowship speaks during the rally, as demon-
strators hold signs urging an end to gun vio-
lence for the sake of innocent children. 
 Photo courtesy of North Bronx Health Network

Our Lady of the Assumption 
School in Pelham Bay hosted 
a Back to School barbecue on 
Friday, September 26. Students 
enjoyed food and games at the 
event, hosted by the Parent 
Guild.

(Above) Members of the OLA 
Parent Guild.  
 Photos by Laura Stone

(Right) School cheerleaders 
(l-r) Analisa Matrenga, Gianna 
Matrenga, and Sarah Kocovic 
show off their splits. 

Euro Products LLC hosted a grand opening celebration and ribbon cutting with the Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association at their new deli at 3200 Schley Avenue. The deli specializes in Polish, Turkish, 
and German cuisine.

A European Deli opens in Throggs Neck

(L to R) Owner Nabi Israfi l, his daughter Anna Albino, his wife, Izabella, and behind the counter, Adam 
Israfi l, Bethany and Seth Champlin. hoto by Silvio Pacifi co

Our Lady of the Assumption hosts BBQ
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to the Super Bowl,” the Best 
Warrior Competition over-
sees 28 of the fi nest soldiers 
the military branch has to 
offer, representing 13 com-
mands in total. The contest 
was held this week in Fort 
Lee, Virginia from Monday, 
October 6 until Thursday, 
October 9 and ran the gamut 
of physical and mental en-
durance exams such as ur-
ban warfare simulations 
and fi tness tests, knowledge 
of important military sub-
jects, written exams, war-
rior tasks, and battle drills 
relating to today’s operat-
ing conditions. To this end, 
a special “mystery element” 
was also planned to be intro-
duced within some point of 
the competition to test these 
soldiers’ aptitude in han-
dling unforeseen events. 
Selection boards made of six 
senior sergeant majors also 
evaluated each of the war-
riors’ appearances, military 
bearing, and their overall 
knowledge of crucial Army 
topics throughout. 

“To be able to compete 
here, it makes you see where 
you stack up,” he said. “I 
look at it as another training 
event. I enjoy competition 
and seeing where I stack up 
among my peers.”  

Privates through special-
ists compete for the title of 
“Soldier of the Year,” while 
corporals through sergeant 
fi rst class vie for “Non-Com-
missioned Offi cer of the 
Year.” The winner of each 
would have their achieve-
ment fully realized by rep-
resenting the Army at spe-
cial events held during their 
2014 to 2015 term. Munoz 
hopes to achieve the honor 
of becoming this year’s NCO 
and given his track record, 
he has a promising chance 
of doing so.

“This would be my sixth 
competition throughout the 
year,” he expressed. “I’m a 
little nervous. I’m excited 
and I’m gonna do my best at 
each event.”

Munoz’s family cur-
rently lives in Woodlawn. 
Looking back fondly on his 

local roots, the staff ser-
geant shared his cherished 
memories of growing up in 
the borough.

“To be able to say that 
I’m from there, that’s where 
I grew up, that is a privi-
lege,” he said. “When I lived 
on Crescent Avenue, in 
the summer they would al-
ways close the street and I 
would play football with my 
friends outside of the build-
ing. That’s the one thing I 
remember the most.”

Cheering him on from 
the sidelines are his ser-
geant major and support-
ing Munoz in spirit is his 
wife, presently deployed in 
Afghanistan. The competi-
tion ended this Thursday 
and an awards ceremony 
was broadcast live on the 
Defense Video and Imagery 
Distribution System web 
site.  

“I would be, if I win, the 
ambassador for the Army for 
the next 12 months,” Munoz 
said. “It would be a honor to 
represent the Army and be 
that face.”

Soldier vies for ‘Best Warrior’ title
From Page 1

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Bronxites looking for a 

place to get some brunch, 
enjoy a soothing drink as 
well as take in some of the 
Bronx’s diverse history and 
culture might want to pay a 
visit to the south Bronx this 
coming weekend.

On Saturday, October 
11, in  Mott Haven , a new 
weekly party series is being 
started at the popular Char-
lie’s Bar & Kitchen. The res-
taurant, located on 112 Lin-
coln Avenue occupies the 
ground fl oor of the iconic 
red orange colored Clock 
Tower building and will be 
the venue for the soon-to-be 
weekly brunch party series 
known as ‘The BX Brunch.’

Robert Brown, co-founder 
of BRR Events explained 
that both he and Roxanne 
Belcher had a clear vision 
and reason behind establish-
ing these series in the south 
Bronx due in part to the lack 
of such brunch centric par-
ties here. Currently, these 
type of celebratory events 
are a more common staple in 

The BX Brunch comes to Mott Haven
the city, namely within the 
more considerably “trendy” 
neighborhoods and districts 
as SOHO or the Meatpack-
ing District among others.

“We started these series 
because we saw a need for 
them here in the Bronx,” 
Brown said.

The BX Brunch is about 
much more than just food. 
Brown revealed the series’ 
mission is creating a party-
like atmosphere for people 
to enjoy each others com-
pany while also harking 
back to the Bronx’s cultural 
roots.

Scheduled for this Satur-
day’s upcoming premiere, 
The BX Brunch will have a 
live musical performance 
by DJ Menyus and the event 
will serve as a means of pay-
ing tribute to the Bronx’s his-
tory of being the originator 
of the Hip Hop music genre 
and movement. DJ Menyus 
has been a professional DJ 
for over 20 years and is also 
a localresident. This party 
will be held on Lincoln Av-
enue, near the restaurant. 

Charlie’s Bar & Kitchen will 
also serve almost as a sort of 
“after party” venue once the 
main party ends.

“It’s sort of like a day 
party with food, Mimosas, 
and Bloody Marys,” Brown 
said. “It runs from noon to 
6 p.m., but the party doesn’t 
stop there. It will continue 
over at Charlie’s Bar & 
Kitchen.”

Brunch party goers will 
be able to sample many of 

the delicious dishes served 
at these series including, 
but not limited to such 
signature cuisine items 
like Jacksborro Chicken 
Benny and Waffl es and 
The Bronx Bomber Steak 
and Eggs. Brown explained 
guests will be able to order 
from Charlie’s full brunch 
menu, prepared by Joshua 
Bedford, the restaurant’s 
chef. 

For a fee of $15, guests at 

the brunch party event can 
indulge themselves with a 
two-hour unlimited drinks 
brunch with their meals. 
Drinks include Mimosas, 
Screwdrivers, and even 
Charlie’s Bar & Kitchen’s 
popular Ultimate Bloody 
Mary. In addition to this, 
the Champagne bar is also 
available should guests de-
sire to partake in sparking 
wine orders instead. The 
mixers featured run the 

spectrum from chocolates to 
fresh juices.

Brown explained how 
BRR and Charlie’s Bar & 
Kitchen came together to 
create The BX Brunch se-
ries.

“We met Charlie by 
chance a month ago and re-
ally hit it off,” he said. “The 
community seems really ex-
cited for this event and we 
are, too.”

He also expressed the 
possibility of incorporating 
some different elements into 
this weekly party.

“It’s going to be a fun 
time with like-minded peo-
ple,” Brown said. “In the fu-
ture, we’ll probably bring in 
some extra elements and get 
the guests more involved as 
well.”

Many ideas were sug-
gested, including the pos-
sibility of having brunch 
party goers participate in a 
masquerade party, but only 
time will tell if these ideas 
do in fact become incorpo-
rated. Details to follow as 
they develop.

The restaurant will be the venue for this Saturday’s upcoming ‘he BX Brunch,’ a weekly noontime party 
series. Photo courtesy of Charlie’s Bar &amp; Kitchen
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3445 Boston Road
Bronx, NY

718-654-1535

VISIT OUR OTHER
LOCATIONS AT:

Our other locations include:

Bronx

189 W. 231st Street
Bronx, NY 

718-792-0631
Westchester

202 North Ave.
New Rochelle, NY

914-633-1542

417 North Ave.
New Rochelle, NY

914-632-0622

OUR 40th YEAR
Serving The Community

EASTCHESTER CHECK CASHING

2046A Eastchester Road
 Bronx, NY

718-792-0334

(Next to supermarket)

AVAILABLE
NEXIS DEBIT CARDS

MAKES A GREAT GIFT

WE CASH
TAX RETURN

CHECKS
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