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Over 100 residents protest Pelham Grand 

The community rallied once again on 
Saturday, September 6 outside the 
Pelham Grand.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Protests outside the Pelham 

Grand continued over the week-
end, as elected offi cials have be-
gun reviewing the building and 
its permits in search of viola-
tions at the soon-to-become low-
income housing facility. 

An uproar occurred in Pel-
ham Bay after a group called 
AIDS Service Center of New 
York (ASCNYC) leased a former 
hospital building known as the 
“Pelham Grand.” 

ASCNYC is known for work-
ing with people with HIV.

Community activist Egidio 
Sementilli led a second protest 
outside the building on Satur-
day, September 6. 

“It went very well, we had 
about a 100 people,” said Semen-
tilli of the protest. “The com-
munity is still concerned about 
it, and we are going to have the 
more people at the next protest.”

Sementilli said he has an-
other protest planned for early 
October. 

Protestors carried signs 
reading “Save Pelham Bay” out-
side the facility, which ASCNYC 

spokespeople have said would 
hold housing for 70 people when 
fully occupied. It is already par-
tially occupied. 

Sementilli has expressed con-
cerns that the program would 
benefi t people who were for-
merly homeless or with addic-
tions, and that this would hurt 
quality-of-life in the area.  

Some signs called on elected 
offi cials to intervene. 

Senator Jeff Klein and Coun-
cilman Jimmy Vacca have both 
said that they are looking into 

Continued on Page 11

Blake takes
79th district;
Klein wins

Raising Funds For ALS

GPO’S NEW
USE STILL

A MYSTERY
Residents hope for innovative project

Bronxwood Home for the Aged staff members held an ALS ice bucket 
challenge on Friday, September 5, which raised $1,000 for the ALS As-
sociation. Antionette DiRusso pours a bucket of ice water on fellow staff 
member Jeanie Occhino-DeSalvo.

Photo by W
alter Pofeldt

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx General Post Of-

fi ce has been sold, but the new 
owners are keeping the devel-
opment plans a mystery for the 
time being.

The iconic building at 149th 
Street and the Grand Con-
course, with an estimated 
value of about $14 million, was 
recently purchased by devel-
oper Youngwoo & Associates, 
spokesman Adam Zucker con-
fi rmed, and development plans 
will be unveiled at a future 
date.

The fi rm previously pre-
sented a plan to turn the Kings-

bridge Armory into a mixed-
use marketplace, but lost out 
to the ice center. The developer 
is also known for developing 
Delkab Market in Brooklyn 
and the in-progress SuperPier 
in Manhattan.

Zucker said the developer 
intends to build upon the prop-
erty’s legacy as a trophy of the 
Bronx and as an iconic gate-
way to the borough, supported 
by the site’s accessibility to 
Manhattan. 

“Ripe with immediate poten-
tial, our plans include provid-
ing new amenities for the sur-

Continued on Page 4

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
AND BEN KOCHMAN

A long-time east Bronx 
state senator hung on to his 
nomination, while a for-
mer operative for President 
Obama made his entry into 
the Bronx political arena on 
a busy Democratic Primary 
night Tuesday, September 9.

Incumbent Senator Jeff 
Klein was declared the win-
ner for the Democratic party 
nomination Tuesday night in 
a 34th district race against 
challenger Oliver Koppell, a 
former state legislator and 
Riverdale city councilman.

At press time, unoffi cial 
Board of Election results had 
Klein winning with 66.8% 
of the vote, compared to Ko-
ppell’s %33.2, in a district 
spanning east, from Throggs 
Neck and Pelham Bay, south 
into Hunts Point and Sound-
view, west to Riverdale and 
north into part of Yonkers.

Jubilation for Klein
Klein, an east Bronx po-

litical lifer, celebrated with 
his team and supporters dur-
ing his victory celebration at 
Maestro’s shortly before 11 
p.m. on primary night.

“I think most of all what 
gave me inspiration and what 
really grounded me were the 
residents of the 34th Senate 
District,” said Klein during 
his victory speech, speaking 
of the campaign. “Those peo-
ple are my friends and neigh-
bors. Those are the people 
who stood with me my entire 
career, watched me grow in 
politics, but most of all taught 
me right from wrong, what it 
means to be a Democrat, what 
it means to be an elected of-

Continued on Page 4
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Advertising Deadline: Sept. 13, Issue Date: Sept. 26
How well do you 
know the Bronx?

Bronx STATS ’14, a bound and trimmed 
reference guide, will contain an extensive 
collection of Bronx data that all Bronx resi-
dents will find useful in their everyday 
lives. Now Bronxites will have at their 
fingertips a publication they can use imme-
diately or keep for future reference.

Copies of Bronx STATS ’14 will be 
inserted into both the Bronx Times 
Reporter and the Bronx Times with an 
additional year-long distribution to select 
borough-wide locations.

After reading 
Bronx STATS ’14, 
you will know 
the Bronx!

Almanac’s Content:

Hurry, don’t miss out on the Sixth Annual
BX STATS ‘14

• Bronx Community Boards
• Firehouses
• Police Stations
• Libraries
• Bronx High Schools
• Bronx Colleges, Universities
• Hospitals
• Elected Officials
• Courts
• Parks
• Bridges
• Housing Developments
• Major Shopping Centers
• Cable Access
• Bronx Monuments
• Bronx Cemeteries
• Cultural Opportunities
• Census Information
• Business Improvement Districts
• Yankee Stadium
• Organized Sports
• Youth Programs
• Landmarks
• Landmark Districts
• Post Offices
• Bronx Bus Lines
• Bronx Train Lines
• MetroNorth Stations
• Senior Centers
• Help Sites
• Geography
• Taverns
• New Construction

NEW AND
REVISED

   Call Laura Guerriero
(718) 742-3386lguerriero@cnglocal.com      

SECURITY DRUGS
PHARMACY/SURGICAL SUPPLIES  ï DRUGS ï COSMETICS ï FRAGRANCES ïVITAMINS ï HEALTH & BEAUTY

Surgical Supplies
Wheel Chairs

Bath Rails

Hospital Beds 

Diabetic Supplies

5 cent copies

Doctors can call, fax,
E-Rx (3329554) or email us

www. securitydrugs.com

“In my twenty years 

happy to work for 
Security Drugs where 
they take care of their 

customers.”
Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 

Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

Supplies
3250 3rd Avenue
Bronx, NY 10456

Accurate! Fast Friendly Service!
We Now Accept WIC

Flu & Shingles 
Vaccinations

Available Here

BY BEN KOCHMAN
For future tenants, 

these apartments may be a 
‘luxury’ — but current ten-
ants say living there now is 
Hell.

Dozens of new luxury 
apartments are coming to 
Pelham Parkway — but at 
the expense of those who al-
ready live in the buildings, 
tenants say.

Tenant leaders at four 
apartment complexes — at 
1540 and  1130 Pelham Park-
way South, 1135  Pelham 
Parkway North and 2160 
Matthews Avenue — charge 
that their new landlord, 
Goldfarb Properties, is ac-
tively trying to push them 
out of their rent-stabilized 
units through what they 
call a campaign of harass-
ment.

Tenants have com-
plained of elevators out of 
service for months, and hot 
water cut off for days at a 
time, among other gripes 
since Goldfarb snapped up 
the four buildings in Feb-
ruary. The group headed 
by Phillip Goldfarb bought 
the properties from former 
owner Bernard Putter for 
$52.5 million, according to 
city records.

Life in a ‘funeral 
home’

Constant construction 
at the buildings, neighbors 
say, has made life unbear-
able. Tenants have fi led 
nearly 200 complaints with 
the city since Goldfarb took 
over, city records confi rm.

Management is cur-
rently renovating units, 
and marketing them on its 
website as luxury rentals. 
But the scene at 1540 Pel-
ham Parkway South when 
a reporter stopped by was 
grisly, with gutted apart-
ments right next to others 
where residents are living. 
The mayhem has caused 
many tenants to leave.

“It looks like a funeral 
home around here,” said 
Linda Schier, tenant orga-
nizer at the building. “Gold-
farb has made this his de-
molition project.”

2160 Matthews Avenue 
has its own problems. The 
ceiling of its lobby is pocked 

No ‘luxury’ coming to 
Pelham Parkway tenants

with holes, from what resi-
dents said was a botched 
attempt to install security 
cameras. In its laundry 
room, signs of a recent fi re 
are still evident.

“They can’t seem to fi n-
ish anything,” said Judy 
Bratnick, tenant leader at 
the building. “There has 
been a total lack of commu-
nication.”

Goldfarb has already 
been cited for a laundry list 
of violations at other build-
ings. Angry residents at 
2400 Webb Avenue in Uni-
versity Heights sued the 
company in 2012, to cite just 
one example, after Goldfarb 
illegally removed their fi re 
escapes, forcing the city to 
evacuate residents.

Meet with electeds 
to mull solutions

Goldfarb’s Pelham Park-
way tenants are mulling 
ways to fi ght back.

Tenant leaders met with 
management at Senator 
Jeff Klein’s district offi ce 
on August 6, with staff at-
tending from Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca, Assembly-

man Mark Gjonaj, and the 
NYC Public Advocate’s of-
fi ces. Attorneys from Bronx 
Legal Services were also on 
hand, according to meeting 
minutes.

Luxury? Or not
A spokesman for Gold-

farb Properties refused to 
comment on the apartments 
when called by the Bronx 
Times Reporter.

But the companies’ web-
site proclaims that all is 
well at the buildings — at 
least for incoming resi-
dents.

“With its elevator and 
balconies on many units,” 
reads a advertisement list-
ing at www.goldfarbprop-
erties.com, “1540 Pelham 
Parkway South offers a 
level of luxury that is sim-
ply unmatched.” 

Tenants say their cur-
rent level of luxury is any-
thing but.

“I’m interested in what 
their defi nition of luxury 
is,” said Andrew Goebel, 
a tenant leader at 1135 Pel-
ham Parkway South.  “Be-
cause this is not mine.”

A tenant living at 1540 Pelham Parkway South can no longer use 
her terrace, as new owner Goldfarb Properties convert the build-
ing into “luxury rentals.” The contruction peeves resident repre-
sentative Linda Schier. Community News Group / Ben Kochman
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Bronx Multifamily Buildings Attracting 
Investors from Across the Spectrum

By Jason M. Gold
Associate Vice President 
Ariel Property Advisors

Commercial real estate in-
vestors are setting their sights on 
the Bronx, attracted by the bor-
ough’s proximity to Manhattan, 
growing population, demand for 
housing, and higher returns. 

In fact, the Bronx saw more 
multifamily transactions and 
apartment buildings trade in the 
second quarter of 2014 than any 
other submarket in New York 
City, with large portfolio sales 
driving most of the activity and 
single asset trades also pick-
ing up. Out of 328 multifamily 
property sales in New York City 
in the second quarter, 30 percent 
were in the Bronx, which also 
captured 23 percent of the city’s 
total multifamily dollar volume 
of $2.137 billion, according to 
Ariel Property Advisors’ Multi-
family Quarter in Review: New 
York City, Q2 2014.  

The number of Bronx apart-
ment buildings sold in 2Q 2014 
compared to 2Q 2013 increased 
48 percent to 98 and the dollar 
volume of those trades jumped 
77 percent to $483 million, the 
report shows. Nearly half of the 
borough’s multifamily building 
sales were concentrated in two 
neighborhoods—Melrose in the 
South Bronx and Bedford Park, 
which is surrounded by Herbert 
H. Lehman College, Fordham 
University, and the New York 
Botanical Garden.  

More investors are interest-
ed in the Bronx because it has 
a large supply of multifamily 
buildings that offer consistent 
cash flow and potentially higher 
returns than buildings located 
in other areas of the city.

We’re seeing private inves-
tors, institutional capital, and 
major operators of affordable 
housing that have been active 
in other parts of New York City 
investing in multifamily prop-
erties in the Bronx this year. 
An example of this trend is the 
Related Companies, which in 
partnership with city pension 
funds, picked up a 35-building 
portfolio consisting of more 
than 2,000 apartment units for 
$253 million. The Pelham Park-
way Multifamily Portfolio in 
Morris Park, which sold for $52 
million, or an above average 
$172,000 per unit, is another 
example of a recent large Bronx 
portfolio sale.

At Ariel Property Advisors 
we’re marketing, have in con-
tract, or have sold a number of 
multifamily properties in the 
Bronx that range from small 
walk-ups with a few apart-
ments to elevatored buildings 
with hundreds of units to large 
portfolios. One 20-unit building 
we’re marketing at 2475 Hughes 
Avenue in the Belmont section 
of the Bronx houses students 
attending nearby Fordham Uni-
versity and is generating inves-
tor interest because it offers a 
steady and reliable cash flow 
and considerable upside.  Earlier 
this year, our firm sold a three-
building affordable portfolio 
also in the Belmont neighbor-
hood for $18.55 million. 

As in the rest of New York 
City, prices for apartment build-
ings in the Bronx are rising, but 
they haven’t reached the heights 
of properties located in North-
ern Manhattan or Brooklyn.  
In the Bronx in the six months 
ended June 2014 compared to 

the same period the previous 
year, the average cap rate fell to 
6.56 percent, the price per unit 
increased to $106,277, and aver-
age price per square foot rose 
to $120. In contrast during this 
same period, average cap rates 
in Northern Manhattan fell to 
4.58 percent, and the average 
price per unit and average price 
per square foot rose to $221,318 
and $257, respectively. In Brook-
lyn cap rates fell to 5.22 percent, 
and the average price per square 
unit and average per square foot 
increased to $211,027 and $239, 
respectively.

We believe the demand for 
housing in the Bronx will con-
tinue to rise because between 
2010 and 2013, the borough 
added 33,625 new residents 
bringing the population to more 

than 1.4 million. Yet during this 
three-year period only 3,994 
new units of housing came on-
line. Mayor de Blasio’s afford-
able housing plan is expected 
to benefit the Bronx because 
60 percent of the 200,000 units 
planned will focus on the pres-
ervation of affordable housing 
units, while the remainder will 
be dedicated to new construc-
tion.

With 1.6 million square feet 
of retail space planned or under 
construction, major affordable 
housing developments planned 
or underway, and public/private 
initiatives on the horizon, we 
anticipate that investor interest 
in the Bronx will continue. 

For a copy of Ariel Property 
Advisors’ Multifamily Quarter 
in Review: New York City, Q2 

2014, please see http://arielpa.
com/newsroom/report-MFQ-
IR-Q2-2014. The Multifam-
ily Quarter in Review includes 
buildings with a minimum gross 
area of 5,000 and a minimum of 
10 units that sold for $1 million 
or more.

Ariel Property Advisors is a 
New York City investment prop-
erty sales firm with an expertise 
in the multifamily and develop-
ment market. The firm also pro-
duces a number of research re-
ports including the Multifamily 
Month in Review, Multifamily 
Quarter in Review, Multifamily 
Year in Review, and Mid-Year 
and Year-End sales reports for 
the Bronx, Brooklyn, Northern 
Manhattan, Manhattan, and 
Queens. For more information 
see arielpa.com.

Our Approach I Investment Sales & Investment Research

Belmont

2475 HUGHES AVENUE

ASKING PRICE: $2,600,000

Bathgate

2252 BASSFORD AVENUE

ASKING PRICE: $1,380,000

2376-2378 HOFFMAN STREET & 2384-2386 HOFFMAN STREET | BELMONT

ASKING PRICE: $6,125,000

1115 COLLEGE AVENUE & 1249 WEBSTER AVENUE | MELROSE

ASKING PRICE: $6,500,000

Parkchester

1744 MERRILL STREET

PLEASE INQUIRE FOR DETAILSLS

Morrisania

956 LEGGETT AVENUE

ASKING PRICE: $1,050,000

Belmont

2381 BELMONT AVENUE

PLEASE INQUIRE FOR DETAILS



fi cial.” 
Meanwhile, fellow 

incumbent Gustavo Ri-
vera, of the west Bronx’s 
33rd district, celebrated 
with supporters at Es-
cape Restaurant as re-
sults showed him best-
ing challenger Fernando 
Cabrera in the primary.

“I am deeply grate-
ful to the people of the 
Bronx, who have once 
again chosen to send me 
to Albany to deliver real 
results for our commu-
nity.” he said in a state-
ment later. “Fundamen-
tally, this race boiled 
down to a choice for our 
district -- between real 
progressive values that 
help Bronx families, and 
the divisive, counterpro-
ductive politics of the 

past.”
In both races, a win in 

the Democratic Primary 
is effectively a win in 
November’s general elec-
tion, since there are no 
valid challengers run-
ning with other parties.

New faces in 
Assembly

A former staffer for 
Barack Obama leads a 
pack of primary winners 
in Democratic primary 
races across the bor-
ough.

Michael Blake cel-
ebrated after results 
showed him besting 
Marsha Michael, who 
had been backed by 
much of the Bronx Dem-
ocratic political estab-
lishment, in the 79th 
district, which includes 

much of Morrisania and 
Tremont.

“The people really 
wanted this,” he told the 
Bronx Times Reporter 
afterward. “The people 
showed very clearly that 
our message of bringing 
change to the Bronx is 
what they want to see.”

Blake won with 37.4% 
of the vote, compared 
to Michael’s 24.9%, ac-
cording to preliminary 
results compiled by the 
Board of Elections.

A win in the assembly 
primaries is also tanta-
mount to a win in No-
vember’s general elec-
tion.

Meanwhile, long time 
assemblyman Jose Ri-
vera routed challenger 
Fernando Tirado in the 
west Bronx 78th district.

Latoyna Joyner, a 
lawyer and avid member 
of Community Board 4, 
won the 77th district pri-
mary for a vacant seat 
— which includes High-
bridge, Concourse and 
Morrisania — in a land-
slide.

But one race has yet 
to be decided as of press 
time. Incumbent Victor 
Pichardo and challenger 
Hector Ramirez were 
neck in neck in the pri-
mary for the Democratic 
party nomination in the 
86th district, which in-
cludes parts of Univer-
sity Heights and Ford-
ham.

Preliminary Board 
of Elections tallies had 
Pichardo trailing by just 
11 votes. The absentees 
have not been counted 
yet. The clear-cut vic-
tor in this race may not 
be known for several 
weeks.
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rounding communities and 
continuing our core business 
of developing groundbreak-
ing projects that will im-
prove the quality of life and 
economic productivity of the 
borough,” said Zucker.

The developer is commit-
ted to preserving the land-
marked building, as well the 
13 landmarked depression-
era murals by Ben Shahn 
and Bernarnda Bryson in 
the building’s lobby, said 
Zucker. The United States 
Post Offi ce will also continue 
to have a retail presence in 
the building for the immedi-
ate future.

Historical preservation 
and loss of services were two 
components of the hotly pro-
tested sale. 

Opponents included com-
munity members Congress-
man Jose Serrano, who 
said in a statement that the 
United States Postal Service 

sold one of the Bronx’s most 
important community and 
historic treasures in a com-
pletely irresponsible man-
ner, disregarding voices of 
the community.

The borough president 
had expressed concerns that 
the building would be turned 
into a storage unit, but his 
offi ce seems to be pleased by 
the building’s new owners.

“Our offi ce has had sev-
eral positive conversations 
with Youngwoo & Associ-
ates since the sale was an-
nounced, and we are excited 
to see that this company is so 
enthusiastic not just about 
the future of the Bronx Gen-
eral Post Offi ce, but the fu-
ture of our entire borough,” 
said John DeSio, communi-
cations director for Bronx 
Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. “We plan to meet 
with the company in the com-
ing weeks to have a greater 
discussion about their inno-

vative ideas for this historic 
space.” 

Community Board 4 mem-
bers were frustrated by lack 
of community involvement 
in the sale of the building, 
said district manager Jose 
Rodriguez, but they are mov-
ing forward and are optimis-
tic about the potential uses 
for the site. Many commu-
nity leaders are interested 
in seeing the building be-
come a place of recreation, 
entertainment and dining 
for families in the commu-
nity, looking at the Chelsea 
Market and Eataly as con-
cepts.

“We would love to have 
that in our district,” he said.

Whatever the ultimate vi-
sion is for the building, Ro-
driguez said he hopes the 
community will be involved 
in the planning process.

“We hope they give us the 
opportunity to have that con-
versation,” said Rodriguez.

Primary Day election results

Senator Jeff Klein, fl anked by supporters, gave a rousing speech 
at Maestro’s  upon winning his party’s nomination for the 34th dis-
trict on Tuesday, September 9. Photo by Edwin Soto

From Page 1

Sale of Bronx GPO building

The buyer would also be bound to preserve the historic landmarked murals inside the post 
offi ce and allow the public to view at least one time a month. Photo by Aracelis Batista

From Page 1



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The Bronx Times Re-

porter is leaving its cur-
rent location and moving 
back to its original neigh-
borhood.

Throggs Neck will be 
the new location of the 
Bronx Times Reporter as 
of Friday, September 12, 
after calling Port Morris 
in the south Bronx home 
for seven years.

The move brings this 
local newspaper back to 
the neighborhood where 
it began and spent its fi rst 
25 years of existence. 

The Bronx Times Re-
porter was co-founded in 
1981 by Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto and John 
Collazzi. After spend-
ing over two and a half 
decades at various loca-
tions in Throggs Neck, 
the newspaper moved to 
the New York Post Print-
ing Plant in September of 
2007.

Once again, the Bronx 
Times Reporter will be 
able to call Throggs Neck 
home.

Co-founder and edi-
tor John Collazzi said 
that this relocation has 
brought this newspaper’s 
journey full circle. 

“Our location in Port 

Morris for the past seven 
years added an addi-
tional challenge for our 
staff“, he said. “The edi-
torial staff did a great job 
overcoming our siting in 
the most remote corner of 
the borough to the extent 
most of our readers never 
knew we had moved from 
the neighborhood.”

”It feels great to go 
home to our original 
neighborhood, and we 

will be right back in 
the heart of our com-
munity,” said publisher 
Laura Guerrero, who 
has worked at the Bronx 
Times-Reporter since 
1987.

“The move is bit-
tersweet, because even 
though we’re looking for-
ward to moving and hav-
ing more independence, 
we will miss the New 
York Post employees, who 
have always been more 
than accepting and wel-
coming to us ever since 
we moved into their facil-
ity. We will always appre-
ciate them for their sup-
port and hospitality.”

Co-owner Les Good-
stein, who recently pur-
chased Community News 
Group, a local newspaper 
network that includes the 
Bronx Times Reporter, 
said that the move gets 
this newspaper closer to 
the neighborhoods that 
its based off. 

“It’s always a good 
idea to be closer to your 
readers and advertisers, 

and that’s where we’ll 
be,” said Les Goodstein. 
“That’s the main reason 
for this move – to get back 
to the heart of the com-
munity that we serve.”

The new address of the 
Bronx Times Reporter is 

3604 East Tremont Ave-
nue in Throggs Neck. For 
those who want to stop by 
and say ‘hello’, the doors 
will be wide open to all.

“Our doors will be open 
to everybody in the com-
munity, giving Bronxites 

the opportunity to inform 
us and keep us updated 
on developing stories and 
upcoming events,” said 
Laura Guerrero. “This 
move will help us connect 
with our community bet-
ter than ever before.”
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Bronx Times Reporter returns to Throggs Neck

The Bronx Times Reporter staff (l-r) reporter Steven Goodstein, assignment editor Patrick Rocchio, 
editor John Collazzi, reporter Jaime Williams, publisher Laura Guerrero and administrative assistant 
Donna Wilson. Not pictured: sales representatives Lenny Vigliotti and Donna Marzi. Ben Kochman

It’s always a 
good idea to be 
closer to your 
readers and 
advertisers.
Les Goodstein

®
A Trusted Mortgage Brand For Over 40 Years

For over 40 years, The Money Store name has been synonymous with mortgage lending. 
As a Direct Lender we can offer rates among the lowest in the country and our in-house 
processing assures the quickest possible turnaround times.  Superior customer service is our 
building block, we don’t just sell mortgages, we build relationships.

 First Time Homebuyer

 FHA Loans

 Fixed Rate Mortgages

 Investment Property

 Debt Consolidation

 Refinancing

 Reverse Mortgages

 203K Loans

 Bankruptcy/Foreclosure Prevention

 VA Loans

Amrish Dias
Senior Loan Officer (NMLS# 65714)

Office:  516.414.6654
Cell:     516.860.6238
Fax:      866.219.4347
Adias@themoneystore.com

MLD Mortgage Inc. d/b/a The Money Store®  1900 Hempstead Turnpike, Suite 206, East Meadow, NY  11554, 516.227.2500  NMLS# 1019  Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking License# 
9917842. Licensed by the NY Banking Department License# B500824. Not all applicants may qualify. Some products may not be available in all states. Program, rates, terms and conditions apply. All 
rights reserved. Equal Opportunity Lender.  See www.themoneystore.com/statelicensing for state licensing information. www.mnlsconsumeraccess.org and www.themoneystore.com/privacy-policy

Additional Services/Features:
 Cash Out
 1—4 Family Investment Properties
 2nd Homes Investment Properties
 Prior Bankruptcies ok (restrictions apply)
 Prior Short Sales ok (restrictions apply)
 Down Payments as Low as 3%
 No Closing Cost Loans
 H.A.R.P. Loans
 Other Jumbo Productsto $2 Million
 Down Payment Assistance Programs 

   in Certain Areas

TheMoneyStoreLender.com



BY BEN KOCHMAN
Some new offerings — 

and slashed prices — are 
a “big deal” for one Mor-
ris Park supermarket.

Big Deal Supermarket 
on Morris Park Avenue 
has partnered with a 
new parent cooperative, 
a move its owner says al-
lows it to both keep its 
local fl avor and keep up 
with the prices and selec-
tions of its competitors.

“The variety is larger, 
and more into the gour-
met, but it was important 
for us to keep our name,” 
said Big Deal owner 
Manuel Garcia. “Now 
we have the opportunity 
to have the same pricing 
as our competitors in the 
urban communuity.”

Big Deal is now a mem-
ber of Allegiance Retail 
Services, a co-operative 

of over 90 independent 
supermarkets that is 
also the parent company 
of Foodtown. Allegiance 
aims to leverage their 
network of local shops to 
keep them competitive 
with bigger chains.

Lower prices, 
more selection

Allegiance has been 
working with Big Deal in 
the last few months to re-
think how it sells grocer-
ies. The store held a “re-
grand opening” Friday, 
September 5.

For now, that part-
nership means that cus-
tomers will pay lower 
prices on items, and see 
increased selection in 
areas like gluten-free 
foods, said Garcia.

“Before we had one 
aisle, with maybe two 

or three items that were 
gluten free. Now we have 
sections of that type of 
merchandise,” said the 
shopowner.

Customers will also 
see more sales that last 
longer, and increased 
signage around many 
items.

For example, the 
pasta aisle now boasts 
tags on different selec-
tions advertising if a cer-
tain selection is “heart 
healthy,” “gluten-free” 
or “low sodium.”

Stacking up with 
city shops

The new distributor 
and partnership is part 
of a larger renovation 
for Big Deal,  that also 
included installing solar 
panels on the roof. The 
changes allow the Mor-

ris Park staple to keep 
pace with the best super-
markets around the city, 
said the store owner.

“People often tell me, 
this is the kind of place 

you might see in Man-
hattan,” Garcia said.

Inside the store, on 
the day of the re-open-
ing, some people had al-
ready noticed the change 

in selection, and were 
curious about the new of-
ferings.

“I’m not gluten free, 
but maybe I’ll start now,” 
said local Silvia Magro.

B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

 S
e

p
t

e
m

b
e

r
 1

4
, 2

0
1

4
   

  6
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

Change is a ‘big deal’ 
for MP market

Aurelio Rodriguez (left), Mike Stawniczy and Miguel Garcia outside Morris Park’s Big Deal supermarket, 
which reopened Friday, September 5, and is now affi liated with a new cooperative. 
 Community News Group / Ben Kochman

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Got him! 
Police arrested a 16-year-old 

suspect who allegedly attacked 
and seriously injured two elderly 
women in Pelham Bay while 
stealing their purses in broad 
daylight. 

Both women, a 79-year-old 
woman allegedly attacked on 
Jarvis Avenue on Friday, August 
22 and an 81-year-old woman al-
legedly assaulted on Mahan Av-
enue on Friday, September 5, 
sustained injuries, according to 
a complaint report. A relative 
of one of the victims said that at 
least one was still in the hospital 
as of press time. 

Tyrique Rushing, 16, has been 
charged in both incidents, and in 
the theft of a cell phone in Co-op 
City on Wednesday, September 
3 that did not result in assault 
charges. 

Rushing faces a slew of charges, 
including multiple counts of rob-
bery, assault, grand larceny, petit 
larceny, and hate crimes. 

One of his elderly victims suf-
fered a broken hip and shoulder 
blade, the other a laceration to 

the back of her head and dam-
age to her jaw. Both victims fell 
to the ground during the alleged 
attacks, with one struck in the 
head. 

Joe Oddo, a Pelham Bay com-
munity activist, who said he is a 
cousin of one the elderly victims, 
also said that he was disturbed 
that the crimes from Rushing 
seemed to follow an increasing 
violent pattern. 

“What really gets me is this 
pattern and the technique that 
he is using,” said Oddo. “This 
16-year-old isn’t just yanking 
the purse away from someone or 
making a verbal treat. Instead, he 
resorts to pushing seniors onto 
the sidewalk.” 

He added: “He is escalating 
into violence against elderly 
women, and this could easily lead 
to a fatality.” 

Oddo said that he had heard 
from police sources that the sus-
pect showed little remorse about 
his crimes, and the confession 
as stated in the complaint report 
seems to confi rm this. 

“They are easy targets,” Rush-
ing allegedly stated, according to 

the complaint report. “I realized 
how easy it was to rob old people. I 
went out the second time looking 
for an old white lady.” 

Oddo indicated that the at-
tacks show that the 45th Precinct 
is understaffed, and could use ad-
ditional offi cers. 

The vice-chairman of Com-
munity Board 10 and community 
activist John Marano, himself 
a former police offi cer, said that 
the incident is another example 
of why the 45th Precinct needs 
larger allocations of police offi -
cers. 

“These youth and people with 
criminal backgrounds know that 
we are easy targets here,” he 
said. 

He added: “We are under-
manned and we are not getting 
the response that we need. The 
45th Precinct is working well, 
and they are proactive, but they 
are also overworked.” 

Marano said he would be very 
glad to see a small unit of fi ve to 
ten offi cers who mainly address 
quality-of-life issues in the pre-
cinct, as well as footposts in every 
major commercial corridor.  

Cops nab Pelham Bay’s senior mugger 

Recent robberies of elderly in Pelham Bay have some calling for more police for 
the 45th Precinct.  File Photos
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Belmont and Arthur avenues, the Bronx’s Little Italy, came alive on Sunday, September 7 during the celebration of Ferragosto. A Belmont celebration for the more than 15 years, the Ferragosto tradition in 
Italian culture recognizes the end of the harvest season and the enjoyment of the fruits of those labors. It is billed as a way for families to engage in part of their Italian culture and traditions. People enjoyed 
music, entertainment, and food. 

FerragostoFerragosto
In Little Italy, BronxIn Little Italy, Bronx

(L-r) Bill Swarth, Mike Busso, and Ralph Squgga enjoy the day at Pasquale Rigoletto Restaurant. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Jerome Ragusa of Gino’s Pastry Shop with some of the mouth-watering pastries he served at the festival. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Noel Simone performs. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Singer Riggie Parrello performs during the festival. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
One East Bronx business 

is getting an upgrade.
Milea Auto Group in 

Waterbury-Lasalle is ex-
panding their two car deal-
erships and service depart-
ments on East Tremont 
Avenue.

The group purchased 
and demolished the two 
mixed-use houses that were 
wedged between the Subaru 
dealership and Buick GMC 
dealership at Waterbury 
Avenue in order to renovate 
and expand the dealerships, 
said owner Albert Sanfi l-
ippo. 

In addition, the group 
has purchased two build-
ings adjacent to their ser-
vice departments one block 
south in order to expand 
and renovate those as well.

“It’ll be really nice when 
it’s all done,” he said.

The GMC showroom has 
already been renovated as 
part of the project, and the 
Subaru showroom will also 
receive an update, said San-
fi lippo. The project will also 
increase the size of the lots, 
by knocking down the two 
houses, making room for 
more than a hundred addi-
tional cars.

“We’re basically dou-
bling our size,” said Sanfi l-
ippo.

That will allow custom-
ers to have more cars on-
site to chose from when 
they visit either dealership, 
he said.

“We’ll be able to increase 
our inventory and give a lot 
more variety to customers,” 
said Sanfi lippo.

It makes sense for the 
two dealerships, opened in 
1995 and 1998, to share one 
piece of property, he said. 
The expansion comes after 
two years of planning and 
the last phase of the proj-
ect should be completed by 
spring of 2015.

“We’re excited about it,” 
said Sanfi lippo.

The two houses that 
were demolished were run 
down, said Sanfi lippo, and 
he thinks their removal 
and the expansion of the 
dealerships will be much 
more visually appealing to 
neighbors.

“They were an eyesore,” 
he said of the houses wedged 
between his lots.

The service departments 
of Milea Subaru and Milea 
GMC will also be expanded 
and renovated, incorporat-
ing the recently purchased 
buildings at 3273 and 3277 
E. Tremont Ave. The ad-
ditions will also include 
a new, more inviting, cus-
tomer lounge with Internet, 
work stations, and a child 
play area.

“It’ll be much more com-
fortable for customers,” said 
Sanfi lippo.

The expansion will be 
good for customers and for 
neighbors, he said, and the 

dealerships will be hiring 
to support that expansion. 
The auto group expects to 
add between 10 and 15 full-
time jobs when the project 
is completed.

“I think it’s good for ev-
eryone,” said Sanfi lippo.

Car sales have increased 
in the past few years, said 
Sanfi lippo, and the market 
for Subarus in particular is 
growing fast. He said both 
car makers are offering 
great products at good val-
ues. The project is also part 
of the GM Image program, 
which set certain standards 
for facilities.

“It’s a good time to do 
this,” said Sanfi lippo.

East Tremont Ave. car 
dealerships expand

Milea Auto Group has torn down two mixed-use houses tucked be-
tween their Subaru and Buick GMC dealerships on Tremont Avenue 
at Waturbury Avenue as part of a renovation and expansion proj-
ect. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Meet Miss Columbus 

2014.
Gianna Bianco, a 17-

year-old Pelham Parkway 
resident and senior at Ma-
ria Regina High School, has 
been named Miss Columbus 
for the 38th annual Bronx 
Columbus Day Parade.

Bianco grew up attend-
ing the parade each year, 
and said she always looked 
up to Miss Columbus as a 
model Italian-American 
girl. She was excited to 
learn she was eligible this 
year, and was over the 
moon when she was chosen, 
she said.

“It feels really surreal,” 
she said. “Next month I’ll be 
in the car, being the girl I al-
ways looked at in awe.”

Bianco was chosen for 
the position by a panel of ed-
ucators, and the title comes 
with a scholarship from 
Generoso Pope Foundation, 
the amount of which has 
not yet been determined. 
She said she is proud to be 
recognized for both her ac-
ademic achievements and 
her representation of Ital-
ian heritage.

“It’s such an honor to be 
deemed Miss Columbus,” 
said Bianco. “I hope to rep-
resent everyone in the com-
munity and make them 
proud”

She said she has always 
loved the parade’s atmo-
sphere, with the fl oats, 
bands and cultural expres-
sion.

“I like everybody shar-
ing the culture and the pride 
of Italian-Americans,” said 
Bianco.

Her heritage is impor-
tant to her, and she enjoys 
when Italians come to-
gether and celebrate. 

“It’s like we are one big 
family,” said Bianco.

Bianco is inspired by her 
96-year-old grandmother, 
who came from Italy at age 
six with no knowledge of 
English, before rising to be-
come the fi rst women in her 
family to earn a masters de-
gree.

“She’s taught me a lot,” 
said Bianco.

Bianco said she values 
education, and next year is 

Miss Columbus named 
for 2014 MP parade

hoping to attend either Iona 
College, Fairfi eld College, 
or Manhattan College. She 
aspires to work either in 
special education or social 
work.

“I feel like my calling in 
life is to help people how-
ever I can,” she said.

Special education ap-
peals to her because she 
believes everyone deserves 
a fair chance at education 
and at life, no matter their 
disability, said Bianco. Vol-
unteering is also important 
to her, and she participates 
in Hope’s Door’s STAR 
Peer Leadership Program, 
which teaches participants 
about recognizing and sup-
porting victims of teen dat-
ing abuse.

“I feel it’s something that 
demands a lot of attention,” 
she said.

Bianco is a member of 
the National Honor Society 

and National Science Honor 
Society, and participating 
and showing school spirit at 
Maria Regina is important 
to her.

Her parents said she has 
always been a hard worker, 
who gets what she strives 
for.

“We’re very proud of 
her,” they said.

Bianco will be crowned 
at the annual Bronx Co-
lumbus Day Parade’s din-
ner dance on Sunday, Sep-
tember 28 at Maestro’s 
Caterers. For tickets to the 
dinner dance, call Chris 
Alessandro at 914-906-5464.

The parade will take 
place on Sunday, October 
12, starting at noon at the 
corner of Morris Park Ave-
nue and White Plains Road, 
and will follow Morris Park 
Avenue up to Williams-
bridge Road.

Gianna Bianco, 17, has been named Miss Columbus 2014. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Time to rev your engines 

for a good cause.
The 14th Annual Or-

chard Beach Annual Clas-
sic Car and Motorcycle 
Show 2014 will take place 
in the beach’s parking lot 
on Sunday, September 21 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., with 
a throng of car buffs, ven-
dors and celebrity guests on 
hand to raise funds for 9/11 

victims’ families and sev-
eral charities. The rain date 
is Sunday, September 28. 

The exciting car show 
usually draws 2000 to 2500 
classic cars, 800 to 1000 mo-
torcycles, and about 10,000 
to 15,000 spectators, said 
John Monsolino, vice-pres-
ident of the Eastcoast Clas-
sic Car Association, which 
hosts the yearly event. 

There is a  $10 entry fee 

for each spectator, $20 for 
a car with two people, and 
a $10 extra for a police-es-
corted motor cycle run to 
the World Trade Center site 
and back. 

“Since 2001, we have 
donated about $500,000 to 
the Widows and Orphans 
fund of the Patrolmen’s Be-
nevolent Association’s 9/11 
fund,” said Monsolino, who 
added that several other 
charities have received 
about $52,000. 

This year, there is a 
new charity, he said. For 
the fi rst time, the Orchard 
Beach Car show will raise 
money for the St. Jude’s 
Children Research Hospi-
tal. St. Jude’s helps pedi-
atric cancer patients. Ce-
lebrities should be signing 
autographs on one of two 
stages, he added, with the 
other stage for comedic and 
musical performances. 

Among the sports and 
entertainment celebrities 
expected to be there are 

WCBS-FM D.J. Joe Causi, 
the Master of Ceremonies; 
Burt Young, a celebrated 
actor who played ‘Paulie’ 
in the movie series Rocky; 
Comedian Victor Dibitetto; 
fi ve-time world champion 
boxer Iran “The Blade” 
Barkley; singer Yolanda 
Slocum, who will perform 
the national anthem; fi ve-
time Golden Gloves winner 
Mark Breland; World Ban-
tamweight and Super Ban-
tamweight champion boxer 
Junior Jones; current WBA 
middleweight boxing cham-
pion Danny Jacobs; as well 
as cast members of Jerseyli-
cious and Carfellas. 

All of this fanfare only 
adds to the classic cars on 
display, stretching all the 
way back to the days of the 
Ford Model-T to the present 
day classics. 

Spectators should be 
able to look under the hoods 
and inside some of the real 
classics. 

The show has been held 

at Orchard Beach since 
2002, with the show in 2001 
held literally at what was 
then known as “Ground 
Zero,” close to the site of the 
original World Trade Cen-
ter in the month following 
the terrorist attacks, said 
Monsolino. The show was 
founded by Joe Caldwell, 
a former NYPD highway 
cop who worked at Ground 
Zero. 

Monsolino joined 
Caldwell a few years later, 

and the show has blos-
somed into one of the most 
successful car shows in the 
region. 

“The cars come from 
Connecticut, New Jesey, 
New Hampshire, and some-
times in trailers from as 
far away as the south,” said 
Monsolino. “It is one of the 
largest one-day car shows 
on the east coast.”  

For more information, 
please visit www.orchard-
beachcarshow.com. 

9
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  S
e

p
t

e
m

b
e

r
 1

4
, 2

0
1

4
   

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m14th Annual Orchard Beach Car show Sept. 21 

A 1960s Batmobile at a previous year’s show is seen here. 
 File Photo

A 1950s Chevy entry in a previous Orchard Beach Car Show. 
 File Photo

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Lace up those sneakers.
New York Road Run-

ners is launching a new 
youth initiative, which be-
gins this fall with a series 
of cross-country running 
races in Van Cortlandt 
Park.

The four weekend 
races, for 10 to 14 year olds, 
are meant to be an intro-
duction to racing for kids 
without much running 
experience, said NYRR 
spokeswoman Laura Pau-
lus.

“It’s a very non-intim-
idating atmosphere,” she 
said of the races.

The races range from 3/4 
to 2 miles on a fl at course, 
said Paulus. The distance 
makes the races more chal-
lenging than most youth 
components of adult races, 
but is short enough to not 
require training.

“It’s still doable for a kid 
with little to no running 
experience,” said Paulus.

The kids are timed and 
scored like a real race, and 
they will be able to look 
and track their stats from 
one or more races online.

“It’s a fun opportunity 
for them,” said Paulus.

The goal of the series, 
which will also host indoor 
track and road running 
races in the winter and 
spring, is to introduce kids 
to the concept of racing, 
said NYRR spokeswoman 
Jennifer Slomack.

“Maybe you’ll like it so 
much you’ll become a reg-
ular runner,” she said.

The new intitiative rose 
out of a gap in NYRR’s 
youth services, said Slo-
mack. The organizations 
offer two youth programs 
to schools free of cost, and 
registration for the pro-

grams, Mighty Milers and 
Young Runners, are open 
to schools now. But Slo-
mack said that the organi-
zation wants to engage kids 
whose schools do not par-
ticipate in the program.

“We didn’t have much 
to offer,” Slomack said, be-
fore the idea to host open 
races.

The initiative is part of 
the organization’s mission, 
“Run for life,” said Paulus, 
and they try to get kids 
engaged, in addition to of-
fering programs for adults 
and seniors to facilitate the 
healthy habit.

In addition to having 
health benefi ts, running 
also teaches kids about 
goal setting, working with 
incremental improve-
ments, and striving for 
your personal best, said 
Slomack.

“That will help them 

achieve in any aspect of 
life,” she said.

Another benefi t of the 
sport is that it’s inexpen-
sive, said Slomack, since it 
requires no equipment or 
specifi c space.

“They just need a pair of 
sneakers,” said Slomack.

The Youth Running Se-
ries Races is itself an inex-
pensive activity, she said. 
It costs $10 to register and 
includes a t-shirt.

The Youth Running Se-
ries races will take place 
Sundays, September 14, 
September 21, October 5, 
and November 16 in Van 
Cortlandt Park, starting 
near Broadway and 242th 
Street. A fi fth event will 
take place on Sunday, Oc-
tober 12, at Clove Lakes 
Park in Statan Island.

Learn more about the 
series and register at 
NYRR.org.

Youth Running Series at 
Van Cortlandt Park this fall

The one mile cross country route through Van Cortlandt Park for 
New York Road Runners Youth Running Series this fall. The races 
begin near Broadway and 242th Street. 
 Courtesy of New York Road Runners
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
All cyclists with stamina and 

durable bikes are invited to go on 
a bike tour to kick off the return of 
Bicycle Sundays.

The Bronx River Bike Tour, or-
ganized by the Bronx River Alli-
ance will take place on Sunday, 
September 14 along the Bronx River 
Greenway.

The Bronx River Alliance will 
team up with co-sponsors and 
closely affiliated Bronx River Alli-
ance Greenway Team, Boogie Down 
Rides, Five Boroughs Bicycle Club 
and the East Coast Greenway Alli-
ance for a bike ride to promote en-
vironmentally friendly travel and 
healthy activity. 

Cyclists have an opportunity to 
join these bike clubs on a scenic 
route that begins in Soundview and 
continues all the way to Valhalla, a 
span of 23 miles.

“This event is a great way to pro-
mote the new and improved green-
way to cyclists around the city,” 
said Claudia Ibaven, who is the 
Greenway coordinator.

“We hope bicycle enthusiasts 
will appreciate the work that has 
been done on this project since it 
began nine years ago.”

The original Bronx River Green-
way was created in 1925. At the 
time, the greenway did not extend 
past the borough borders of the 
Bronx.

In 2005, the Bronx River Alliance 
published the Bronx River Green-
way Plan with the idea of expand-
ing the greenway to Westchester 
County, a plan that had been envi-
sioned by the community for years.

Now that cyclists have seen this 
vision come to fruition, they can 
enjoy an extended bike path in both 
an urban and suburban environ-
ment.

The bike tour will begin at 9:30 

a.m. with cyclists gathering at the 
Soundview Park Field House, on 
Lafeyette Avenue near Colgate Av-
enue. The nearest subway stop is 
Elder Avenue on the #6 train.

The bike route will start at the 
Field House and end at the Kensico 
Dam Plaza in Valhalla, where the 
ride will break for lunch for ap-
proximately 45 minutes. Cyclists 
can bring their own lunch or pur-
chase lunch on site.

Think that’s far? The Bronx 
River Alliance will then challenge 
those who are up for it to bike back 
to Soundview Park where the bike 
tour started, which will conclude a 
46-mile ride.

Cyclists who plan to attend this 
event are required to wear a hel-
met and sign a waiver prior to the 
bike ride. Those travelling back to 
the city by train can take the Metro 
North from the Valhalla train sta-
tion. A $5 permit is required to 
bring a bike on the Metro North 
with the exception of folding bikes, 
which do not require a permit.

This event marks the return 
of Bicycle Sundays, a set of bike 
tours sponsored by Con Edison and 
Westchester Country Parks that 
will take place on every Sunday of 
this month.

“The great thing about this ride 
is that it’s bringing together many 
of the coalitions that have been crit-
ical in developing the Bronx River 
Greenway,” said Andy Hamilton, 
Mid-Atlantic Trail coordinator of 
the East Coast Greenway Alliance. 

“This greenway is important 
not only locally, but nationally as 
a part of the 2900-mile long East 
Coast Greenway system linking 
any of the major cities of the East-
ern Seaboard.”

All cyclists must register be-
forehand by contacting: Claudia.
Ibaven@parks.nyc.gov.

Environmental, cycling groups 
prepare for 46-mile bike tour

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Councilmember Jimmy 

Vacca’s new chief-of-staff is 
no stranger to the city coun-
cil or the neighborhoods he 
represents.

Michael Rivadeneyra, is 
37-year-old Morris Park res-
ident with almost 10 years 
experience working with 
councilmembers, including 
Vacca.

“This was a no brainer,” 
said Vacca about the hire. 
“He knows the district, he 
knows how city agencies 
work, and he knows how 
the legislature works”

Rivadeneyra fi rst got 
involved with the City 
Council in 2003, he said, 
working with Brooklyn 
Councilmember Diana 
Reyna as a constituent li-
aison. After volunteering 
with Vacca during the 2005 
campaign, he was hired as a 
district director in 2006, he 
said, and worked for Vacca 
full time for a year before 
transitioning to part time 
while attending law school. 
He continued working for 
Vacca after completing his 
degree before leaving to 
work as Councilmember 
Annabel Palma’s deputy-
chief-of-staff for two years, 
then transitioning to a job 
as Director of Government 
Relations at the New York 
Botanical Gardens. He was 
recently brought back into 
Vacca’s offi ce to replace 
longtime chief of staff Jeff 
Lynch.

As chief-of-staff, Ri-
vadeneyra said he manages 
Vacca’s legislative and dis-
trict offi ces.

“I oversee both offi ces 

to strategize a way we can 
have meaningful and sub-
stantive effects on our dis-
trict fi rst, and then rest of 
the city,” he said.

Rivadeneyra will also 
act as the face of the offi ce 
throughout the district and 
city when Vacca cannot be 
present. He said he enjoys 
working with constituents 
and addressing their con-
cerns about quality of life 
issues.

“I’ve enjoyed all of the 
direct services I’ve given to 
community over the years,” 
said Rivadeneyra.

And although the offi ce 
is not always able to fi x ev-
ery constituent’s problem 
directly, he said the com-
plaints and feedback from 
constituents build into 
ideas that form policy.

“A lot of folks appreci-
ate knowing they triggered 
something that helped other 
people,” he said.

His strengths are listen-
ing, problem solving, and 
being non-reactionary, he 
said, in addition to the fact 
that he cares deeply about 
serving the community. His 
12 years living in Morris 
Park, now with his wife and 
14-month-old, also give him 
an extra level of investment 
in the district.

“I have a vested inter-
est in trying to make sure 
quality of life is thought of, 
infrastructure is thought 
of, schools are thought of,” 
he said.

He is not alone in his 
passion for his work in the 
councilmember’s offi ce, he 
said, and is surrounded by 
an energetic, vibrant staff 
who are willing to go above 
and beyond for their con-
stituents and councilmem-
ber.

“Our staff right now is 
top notch,” he said. “I’m ex-
cited to be back.”

Vacca introduces  
new chief-of-staff

Councilmember Jimmy Vacca with his new chief of staff, Michael 
Rivadeneyr Photo courtesy of Councilmember Vacca’s offi ce

building code and zoning 
violations at the site. 

“Hearing the concerns 
of the community, Sena-
tor Klein spearheaded an 
effort with Councilman 
Vacca and Assemblyman 
Benedetto to call on city 
agencies to examine the 

zoning law in relation 
to the Pelham Grand,” 
said Candice Giove, a 
spokeswoman for Sena-
tor Klein. “In his constant 
fi ght against this project 
Senator Klein, wrote let-
ters, signed by Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto 
and Councilman Jimmy 

Vacca, to City Planning, 
the Department of Build-
ings and the Department 
of Health questioning the 
appropriateness of this 
organization’s occupancy 
and legality of this type of 
use in a low density, resi-
dential district.”

Councilman Vacca said 

that according to his ex-
amination of Department 
of Buildings’ records, it 
does not appear that the 
building has a valid Cer-
tifi cate of Occupancy. 

“There is no valid Cer-
tifi cate of Occupancy at 
the building,” said Vacca. 
“The last Certifi cate of 
Occupancy was in 2009. 
They (the owner) changed 
the use of the building 

from a hospital to hous-
ing; when you do that, 
the zoning computations 
change.” 

A review of Depart-
ment of Buildings doc-
uments by the Bronx 
Times supports Vacca’s 
assertion that there does 
not appear to be a current 
Certifi cate of Occupancy 
at the building, at least in 
any online database. 

Joe Oddo, the trea-
surer of the Pelham Bay 
Taxpayers Association, 
said that he is concerned 
about the overall reputa-
tion of the neighborhood 
in light of the ongoing 
protests. The position of 
his organization remains 
that they would like to 
see housing for veterans 
or seniors at 1870 Pelham 
Parkway South. 

Residents protest at Pelham Grand 
From Page 1
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Center White Plains Hospital
Bronx Lebanon Hospital

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR270888 (1171871) US.MS.MSX. 14.08.017

Frankie And Johnnie’s Pine Tavern Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale Ave, Bronx, NY 10462
Tuesday, September 16, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern
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