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Out For
A Ride 
On Wilcox 
Ave.

PELHAM GRAND
DEADLINE NEARS

Rally to protest facility’s plans 

Alex and AJ Montoya ride in 
style at the Wilcox Avenue 
Block Party on Saturday, 
August 23. 

Photo by Laura Stone

Fordham
Sears

closing
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

Say goodbye to the Fordham 
Road Sears, but say hello to a 
brand new plaza.

Sears, once a retail-titan, will 
soon leave its long-standing loca-
tion on 404 East Fordham Road 
after almost eight decades, ac-
cording to published reports.

It was just six years ago that 
the Sears building underwent 
major renovations of about $120 
million, decreasing the retail-
er’s store size while adding a  
Best Buy and a Walgreens, af-
ter standing alone for so many 
years.

But those renovations were 
just the beginning.

Sears is now in the process 
of cutting ties entirely with its 
iconic location on Fordham 
Road. Liquidation and clearance 
sales will start on Friday, Sep-
tember 25, and the closing will 
take place by the end of Novem-
ber, according to reports.

After the close, Sears will 
only have two stores remaining 
in New York City, both located in 
Brooklyn.

While Sears prepares for its 
departure from Fordham Road, 
however, a new project  is in the 
works just a block away.

The Fordham Plaza recon-
struction project will include 
many new stores and businesses, 
easier access to and from public 
transportation stations, more 
direct pedestrian crossings and 
increased pedestrian walking 
space.   

Daniel Bernstein, deputy di-
rector of the Business Improve-
ment District, says this project 
will make this area safer and 
more welcoming for commuters 
and pedestrians.

Continued on Page 4

Library name change after years of pressure

A close up of the new building sign. Lo-
cals had fought for the name change 
for over three years. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The city has — fi nally! — turned 

a crucial “page” in Pelham Park-
way’s history.

The New York Public Library 
has offi cially renamed the former 
Van Nest Library on Barnes Av-
enue the “Pelham Parkway - Van 
Nest Library.” 

Library brass unveiled a spar-
kling new sign along with commu-
nity activists and local elected offi -
cials on Wednesday, August 27.

Locals had long griped that 
the branch formerly known as the 
“Van Nest Library” was not actu-

ally in what anyone called Van 
Nest today.

Since 1967, the library has 
served the community from Barnes 
Avenue — just one block from the 
leafy Pelham Parkway strip, and in 
prime Pelham Parkway turf. Its for-
mer location was on Rhinelander 
Avenue, in an area locals call Van 
Nest.

The Pelham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Association and local Com-
munity Board 11 had been pushing 
the library for years to change the 
name, but to no avail.

Early in 2014, local elected of-

fi cials joined the charge. Pressure 
from pols including Congressman 
Joseph Crowley, Senator Jeff Klein, 
Councilmember Jimmy Vacca and 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, helped 
turn the tide.

“This community, including 
elected offi cials, showed an unprec-
edented amount of support for this 
action, as well as extreme pride and 
passion for its local library – which 
is very encouraging and satisfying 
for us,” wrote Tony Marx, president 
of the library, in a statement.

Library staff had originally 
Continued on Page 11

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The opening of a new housing 

facility in Pelham Bay by a group 
that works with people with HIV 
has sent shock waves through 
the community. 

About 100 protesters rallied 
on Sunday, August 24 outside a 
building soon to be home to 70 in 
a program for low-income resi-
dents, if the sponsoring group 
continues with its plan. 

The protest coincided with an 
open house by AIDS Service Cen-
ter of New York, which runs the 
program already operating at a 
former hospital building at 1870 
Pelham Parkway South.

The Pelham Bay Taxpayers 
and Community Association has 

made its position clear on the 
building’s use, which has been 
vacant, except for short stints, 
since Our Lady of Mercy Medical 
Center D’urso Pavilion closed. 
The building, known as the “Pel-
ham Grand,” was sold in 2006. 

Calling the Pelham Grand a 
work in progress, PBTCA trea-
surer Joseph Oddo stated the 
rally “was successful in getting 
the word out that the current use 
of the Grand by ASCNYC is and 
will not be acceptable to the com-
munity.” 

“There is no other way to say 
it: Pelham Grand must be used 
as housing for our seniors and 
our veterans!” Oddo stated in an 

Continued on Page 4
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PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY
Shred your personal documents 
and papers securely... for FREE!

Paper (white or colored)
Staples and paper clips

Old check books
Plastic ID cards

Credit cards
File folders

Microfilm
Microfiche
CDs & DVDs
Carbon paper
Computer disks
Empty prescription bottles

PPaper ((whihitte or collored)Microfili m
Acceptable Materials to Shred

No appointment necessary.  
Limit two boxes per household.

www.ridgewoodbank.comMember FDIC

Ridgewood is proud to partner with 
to help protect 

your privacy.
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SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 6th

10am - 1pm
SEPTEMBER 6th

Ridgewood Savings Bank
BY BEN KOCHMAN

The barbs fl ew between 
incumbent state senator 
Jeff Klein and challenger 
Oliver Koppell this week 
in two televised debates, 
on the eve of a testy Demo-
cratic Primary in a district 
that covers a large swath of 
the Bronx, and even some 
parts of Westchester.

Klein, a veteran state 
senator, and Koppell, a 
former assemblyman and 
more recently city coun-
cilman, grappled Monday, 
August 25 on BronxNet’s 
BronxTalk, hosted by Gary 
Axelbank.The two Bronx 
political titans went tete a 
tete again the next night on 
NY1’s “Inside City Hall.”

The public will de-
cide Tuesday, September 
9 whether Klein will win 
the democratic nomina-
tion —  and effectively the 
entire contest, since there 
are no other candidates for 
the seat — to remain state 
senator in a district span-
ning east Bronx areas like 
Throggs Neck and Morris 
Park, south to Hunts Point 
and Soundview, west to Riv-
erdale and north into part 
of Mount Vernon.

Tussle on 
development

Klein went on the offen-
sive on local issues in both 
debates, claiming that he 
had “cleaned up Koppell’s 
mess” by halting two un-
wanted neighborhood de-
velopments in Riverdale, 
where Koppell had served 
as a councilman.

The state senator helped 
stop a home for the mentally 
ill from coming into north 
Riverdale, and engineered 
a state law that will at least 
delay a massive Montefi ore 
healthcare complex from 
being built in south River-
dale.

Klein ripped Koppell for 
being out of touch with the 
district in those cases.

He also brought up a re-
cent video, recorded and 
leaked to the press by a 
Klein aide, in which Kop-
pell appears to ask Morris 
Parkers to be “more broad-
minded.”

“Why do you keep criti-

Klein, Koppell clash 
in heated debate

cizing the constituents you 
hope to represent?” asked 
Klein on NY1.

Koppell responded by 
saying that the “broad-
minded” comments were di-
rected at a specifi c group of 
people who were criticizing 
an immigrant scholarship 
program.

The former city council-
man claimed to be a big fan 
of the people — and food — 
of Morris Park.

“I happen to go to Mor-
ris Park all the time,” ex-
claimed Koppell. I go to 
restaurants there, I love the 
atmosphere there.”

State-wide slams
Koppell was on the offen-

sive from the get-go Monday 
night on BronxNet. He re-
hashed his characterization 
of Klein as “betraying” the 
Democratic Party by head-
ing a new bipartisan state 
governent entity, dubbed 
the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference.

Koppell slammed Klein 
and his IDC for  failing to 
pass progressive Demo-
cratic bills like the DREAM 
Act, which would ease the 
path to citizenship for im-
migrants, while instead em-
powering the Republicans. 

Klein defl ected the 
barbs by focusing on the 
accomplishments the state 

government has made with 
him as IDC leader and sen-
ate co-majority leader.

“We should be credited 
with making government 
work again,” said Klein, cit-
ing a comprehensive gun 
control bill he engineered, 
called the SAFE ACT, 
among other legislative 
achievements.

Klein in command
Klein has a massive lead 

in campaign fundraising, 
as well as endorsements 
from nearly every labor 
union and nearly everyone 
from the city and borough 
political establishment.

Some of those endorse-
ments — including from 
Mayor deBlasio and Gov. 
Cuomo — came after Klein 
and his IDC pledged in June 
to vote in line with the Dem-
ocrats.

Koppell credited his 
campaign with making that 
happen — and claimed it a 
victory by forcing Klein to 
align with the Democrats, 
even though a Koppell win 
at the polls would be a huge 
surprise.

“I’ve already won this 
contest,” he told Axelbank. 
“Because even if I don’t win 
this primary, which I in-
tend to do, he’s got to vote 
with the Democrats and put 
the Dems in the Majority.” 

Challenger Oliver Koppell (center) sparred with the incumbent, 
Senator Jeff Klein (r), in a live debate Monday, August 25 on Bronx-
Net’s BronxTalk, moderated by Gary Axelbank (l). 
 Courtesy BronxNet
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An Almanac Of The BronxAn Almanac Of The BronxAn AlmanaAn Almana
STATSSTATS
BXBX ‘14‘14

Advertising Deadline: Sept. 13, Issue Date: Sept. 26
How well do you 
know the Bronx?

Bronx STATS ’14, a bound and trimmed 
reference guide, will contain an extensive 
collection of Bronx data that all Bronx resi-
dents will find useful in their everyday 
lives. Now Bronxites will have at their 
fingertips a publication they can use imme-
diately or keep for future reference.

Copies of Bronx STATS ’14 will be 
inserted into both the Bronx Times 
Reporter and the Bronx Times with an 
additional year-long distribution to select 
borough-wide locations.

After reading 
Bronx STATS ’14, 
you will know 
the Bronx!

Almanac’s Content:

Hurry, don’t miss out on the Sixth Annual
BX STATS ‘14

• Bronx Community Boards
• Firehouses
• Police Stations
• Libraries
• Bronx High Schools
• Bronx Colleges, Universities
• Hospitals
• Elected Officials
• Courts
• Parks
• Bridges
• Housing Developments
• Major Shopping Centers
• Cable Access
• Bronx Monuments
• Bronx Cemeteries
• Cultural Opportunities
• Census Information
• Business Improvement Districts
• Yankee Stadium
• Organized Sports
• Youth Programs
• Landmarks
• Landmark Districts
• Post Offices
• Bronx Bus Lines
• Bronx Train Lines
• MetroNorth Stations
• Senior Centers
• Help Sites
• Geography
• Taverns
• New Construction

NEW AND
REVISED

   Call Laura Guerriero
(718) 742-3386lguerriero@cnglocal.com      
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“These changes 
are essential,” he said. 
“There are so many peo-
ple that venture to this 
location on a day-to-day 
basis that we feel we had 
to change the structure 
of the plaza to fi t their 
needs.”

Bernstein also added 
that he remembers shop-
ping in Sears, dating 
way back to the 1960s, 
and he’s sad to see it go. 
However, he’s not let-
ting this get in the way 
of his excitement for the 
new project.

Fordham Plaza, 
which sees more than 
80,000 pedestrians daily, 
just entered the second 
phase of reconstruction. 

Currently, it stands as 
the largest shopping 
strip in the Bronx and 
the third largest in New 
York.

Ruben Diaz, Jr. called 
this project “a step in 

the right direction for 
the new Bronx.”

The renovations at 
the Fordham Plaza re-
construction project are 
expecting completion in 
the fall of 2015.

The iconic Sears at Fordham Plaza, which will be closing soon.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Fordham 
Sears

closing
From Page 1

Pelham Bay community protesters hold signs reading another neighborhood under community watch 
and save our community during protest march on Sunday, August 24 on St. Paul Avenue, next to the 
ASCNYC facility.   Photo by Edwin Soto

This former hospital property at 1870 Pelham Parkway South continues to be a cause for concern for 
Community Board 10 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Pelham Grand deadline nears
e-mail to east Bronx com-
munity leaders. “There is 
more that can be written 
about. But the major, and 
for many citizens in Pel-
ham Bay, the only, issue of 
importance at this time is 
the Pelham Grand.”

In a follow-up conversa-
tion, Oddo said the three- 
hour rally was peaceful, 
and that the concerns of 
the residents included 
property values and qual-
ity of life.

“The primary concern 
is what it has always been,” 
he said. “They don’t want 
to have the neighborhood 
deteriorate.”

Elected offi cials, which 
had proposed various 
plans for senior and veter-
ans housing over the years, 
are continuing to work to 
get something at the Grand 
that the community would 
fi nd acceptable.

A spokesperson for Sen-
ator Jeff Klein has said that 
he is working with groups 
that are seeking a state De-
partment of Health grant 
for senior housing. 

“Senator Klein is tire-

lessly advocating for se-
nior housing at the Pelham 
Grand and just learned 
that award letters went 
out to senior housing ser-
vice providers this week,” 
stated Klein spokeswoman 
Candice Giove. “This posi-
tive development brings 
the community another 
step closer to a housing 
project that is the right fi t 
for the area.”  

Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca raised questions 
about the conversion of the 
building from a hospital to 
a residence, and said he 
has insisted on a total zon-
ing review based on his re-
search of records.  

“At my request, the 
Buildings Department has 
agreed to audit all recent-
ly-fi led applications at 1870 
Pelham Parkway South,” 
said Vacca. “I am joined 
in this request by Senator 
Jeff Klein and Assembly 
Member Michael Bene-
detto.”

Community Board 10 
district manager Kenneth 
Kearns said that while 
the private landlord of the 
building can do what he 

wants, there is signifi cant 
community opposition to 
the current choice of ten-
ant and the board wants 
senior housing.  

But outspoken Pelham 
Bay activist Egidio Semen-
tilli demanded more action 
by offi cials, and called AS-
CNYC’s program “a nail in 
the coffi n of Pelham Bay.” 

“ASCNYC is providing 
safe housing and support-
ive services for low-income 
New Yorkers,” stated AS-
CNYC spokeswoman Biz 
Gormally in an e-mail. “We 
thank the many neighbors 
who joined us for tours of 
the facility and conversa-
tions about our work dur-
ing Sunday’s Open House. 
We look forward to con-
tinuing conversations and 
further developing our 
positive relationship with 
our neighbors in the Pel-
ham Bay community.

According to multiple 
sources with close knowl-
edge of the building, the 
landlord has a signed 
document giving him the 
right to opt-out of the lease 
with ASCNYC until the 
end of August.

From Page 1
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Drive consumers 
to your website
Your customers are online 

You need to be visible online too

WEB SEARCH CUSTOMERS ARE 
READY-TO-BUY

Find out how to make your website 
easily found.

Enhance your online visibility
Call for a FREE consultation and website analysis

718-260-4501
Email digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

 

  

Family
BRONX/RIVERDALE August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping
BY JAIME WILLIAMS

Longtime Bronx educator Roseann 
Carotenuto has been named the honorary 
grand marshal of the 38th Annual Bronx 
Columbus Day Parade.

The parade, which celebrates the Italian 
heritage of Christopher Columbus, has hon-
ored an educator each year since parade 
organizer Tony Signorile took over eight 
years ago.

He said he made it his goal to honor 
teachers, who he feels are under-recog-
nized.

“You have to have a gift from God to do 
this, to have the patience,” said Signorile.

The parade committee chose to honor 
Carotenuto, a regional superintendent for 
Bronx Catholic Schools, for her commit-
ment to students throughout her 41 years in 
education.

“She’s always there to help children,” 
said Signorile. “She puts them on the right 
path.”

Over the years, Carotenuto has served 
as a teacher, guidance counselor, principal 
and superintendent. She took on each new 
role because of the opportunity to help in-
fl uence more children’s educations, and 
said she’s loved every step of her career.

“This is not a job to me, it’s my way of 
life,” said Carotenuto.

Her identity as an Italian-American is 
also important to her, and she said that cer-
tain aspects of her traditions and culture, 
like big Sunday dinners of meatballs and 
macaroni, have made her a better educator. 
She said that her expressiveness draws stu-
dents in, and that she has experience with 
creating a warm atmosphere that makes 
them feel at home.

“My nationality, my culture, has made 

Educator to be honored 
at Columbus Day parade

me stronger in the profession I chose,” she 
said.

 Carotenuto, who has also recently been 
recognized by the Forum of Italian Ameri-
can Educators and by the Bronx Times Re-
porter as one of the 25 Bronx Infl uential 
Women, said that she’s excited to be a in-
tegral part of the parade she attends every 
year.

“It’s a joyous day,” said Carotenuto. “A 
day of love, a day of celebration, a day of 
pride.”

She thanked Signorile for all his hard 
work in creating a day that is enjoyable for 
everyone, Italian or not.

The parade will take place on Sunday, 
October 12, starting at noon at the corner 
of Morris Park Avenue and White Plains 
Road, and will follow Morris Park Avenue 
up to Williamsbridge Road.

The grand marshal of this year’s parade 
is Bronx- born actor Vincent Pastore, know 
for his role on The Sopranos. Look for an in-
terview with Pastore in a future edition of 
the Bronx Times.

Roseann Carotenuto, a regional superintendent 
for Bronx Catholic schools, has been named the 
honorary grand marshal of the Bronx Columbus 
Day Parade. Photo courtesy of Roseann¬†Carotenuto

She’s [Roseann 
Carotenuto] always there 
to help children. She puts 
them on the right path.

Tony Signorile
Bronx Columbus Day Parade Organizer

THIS YEAR’S 38TH ANNUAL 
BRONX COLUMBUS DAY PARADE

WILL BE H ELD ON OCTOBER 12TH
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group of adults who 

are ready, willing and able - 
pun intended - to clean com-
mercial corridors in the 
east Bronx’s 13th Council 
District are here! 

Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca announced a one-
year agreement with the 
Doe Fund’s Ready, Willing 
and Able program at Keane 
Square Park on Tuesday, 
August 19. 

Ready, Willing, and 
Able’s cleaning crews are 
made up of formerly home-
less men who are them-
selves beginning a year-
long process of transitional 
work, education, housing 

and career development.
They will service streets 

and sidewalks along major 
shopping strips in Vacca’s 
district. This should im-
prove cleanliness and safety 
throughout the community, 
stated a Vacca spokesman. 

“I am proud to have al-
located funds to create the 
fi rst partnership with The 
DOE Fund in the Bronx,” 
said Vacca. “This is a win 
for everyone involved – 
our communities become 
cleaner, more pleasant 
places to live, and these 
men are able to get back on 
their feet and perform vital 
services for their city.”

He added: “I can think of 

nothing better than beauti-
fying my district while also 
providing jobs and training 
to those most in need.” 

Ready, Willing and Able 
have done street cleaning 
projects in the Bronx be-
fore, said a Vacca spokes-
man, but this is the fi rst 
time that their crews have 
had a sustained effort in the 
borough. 

“We are absolutely 
thrilled to support Coun-
cilmember Vacca and his 
vision for a cleaner com-
munity here in District 13,” 
said The Doe Fund’s presi-
dent and founder, George 
McDonald. “It’s fi tting that 
our fi rst Bronx partner-
ship would be with a native 
of the borough who has ab-
solutely dedicated his life 
to serving the residents 
of this community.  We 
couldn’t be prouder to join 
him.” 

The people of the com-
munities Vacca serves 
seemed supportive of the 
overall goals of having 
cleaner major streets. 

“I think it is wonderful 
that they are going to come 
in and try to clean up the 
litter in the streets,” said 
Steve Kaufman, president 
of the Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association. “What-
ever help we can get is im-
portant.”

Joe Oddo, treasurer of 
the Pelham Bay Taxpayers 
Association, said that any 
investment in the commu-
nity that is visible and also 
leaves visible results after-
wards is a good thing. 

“When people come to 
visit and revisit the neigh-
borhood, and they see 
something like the DOE 
Fund cleaning sidewalks, 
it reassuring,” he said. “It 
gives people a good feeling. 
They feel that the neighbor-
hood is not abandoned, that 
someone is taking care of 
it.” 

Perspective tenants al-
most invariably scan the 
streets outside looking for 
signs of decay when rent-
ing apartments, said Oddo, 
a landlord. 

“The Doe Fund can only 
help,” he added. 

Vacca brings ready 
and willing hands 

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The Kingbridge Ar-

mory’s head developer and 
his former colleagues con-
tinue to grapple in court, 
nearly nine months after 
the city approved a plan to 
convert the space into the 
world’s largest ice center.

And though the devel-
opers of the Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center (KNIC) 
are still shooting for a 2017 
opening — and recently an-
nounced $30 million in new 
funding — an offi cial lease 
has yet to be signed with the 
city, meaning neighbors are 
still left wondering when 
construction will begin.

But there has been some 
movement forward for 
Kevin Parker, the former 
Deutsche Bank executive 
and KNIC founder, since 
the legal tussle began this 
summer.

A New York State Su-
preme Court judge dis-
missed in July an attempt 
from three of Parker’s for-
mer colleagues — headed by 
Jonathan Richter, a fi nan-
cial executive at Deutsche 
Bank and former president 
of KNIC — to halt KNIC’s 
negotiatons with the city, 
according to court docu-
ments.

The former colleagues — 
who also include Jeff Spiri-

tos and Marcus Wignell — 
fi led court papers on May 
22 in New York Supreme 
Court claiming that Parker 
squeezed them out of a fi -
nancial stake in the project, 
after they used their exper-
tise and worked pro-bono 
hours to spearhead it. The 
trio sought, among other 
things, a “temporary re-
straining order” that would 
have stopped the city lease 
process in its tracks.

But on July 15, Supreme 
Court Judge Eileen Bran-
sten dismissed that request, 
according to court papers 
reviewed by the Bronx 
Times Reporter. 

Richter’s lawyers had 
claimed that Richter, Spiri-
tos and Wignell were right-
ful partners in the ice cen-
ter project — a claim backed 
up by KNIC’s former name, 
KNIC Partners.

But the LLC fi lings for 
KNIC do not show a legally 
binding partnership agree-
ment between Parker and 
his former colleagues, said 
Parker’s lawyers, from the 
fi rm Bickel and Brewer.

Judge Bransten ap-
peared to agree in her deci-
sion.

“If you don’t have an 
agreement, it’s a bit like 
having one hand clapping 
with no other hand,” said 

Bransten during a public 
court hearing in June.

Richter’s lawyers are 
now appealing Bransten’s 
decision in the New York 
State Court’s Appellate Di-
vision, according to court 
papers fi led August 11.

The lawyers, from fi rm 
Fox Rothschild LLP, main-
tain that squeezing out 
Richter and his partners — 
who they dub the “Richter 
Action Plaintiffs” —  will 
jeopardize the entire devel-
opment.

“Absent an injunction 
from the court, the Kings-
bridge Armory Project will 
be placed in severe jeopardy, 
to the detriment of not only 
the Richter Action Plain-
tiffs, but the City of New 
York and the prospective 
users of the Kingsbridge 
Armory,” they wrote in an 
August 18 court fi ling.

KNIC’s lawyers claim 
that Judge Bransten’s deci-
sion allows the lease pro-
cess to proceed smoothy — 
though the overall lawsuits 
have likely slowed down the 
process.

“Has it stopped it? No,” 
said William Brewer III, 
Bickel and Brewer’s co-
founder, of the litigation. 
“Did it have some effect? 
Yes, it’s probably fair to say 
that it did.”

Legal tussle over
Armory slides on

Construction has yet to begin on the Kingsbridge National Ice Center, as the project’s developers 
continue fi ghting in court. File Photo

Councilman Jimmy Vacca announces on Tuesday, August 19 in 
Keane Square Park that Ready, Willing, and Able crews would be 
cleaning Pelham Bay streets.  Photo courtesy of Vacca’s offi ce
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The Semi-annual City Island Reunion at Ambrosini Field drew former residents to the island to enjoy the summer sun on Saturday August 
22.  The event featured music as well as outdoor games and sports, and late family and friends were honored with memorials.

Reunion brings old friends to City Island

City Islanders past and present view the rock picture memorials. Photo by Edwin Soto

Current resident Susan O’Connor and former resident Liz 
Boscarino fl ip through a memorial album together. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Marie Schallen Kearns, Irene Schallen, Brian Callahan and 
Billy Kearns enjoy a hot dog while taking in music from “The 
2nd Coming Band.” 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

(Left) Tabitha Del-Pozzo, 3, skips 
around during the reunion. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Attendees played volleyball at Abro-
sini Field. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Two Bronx readers were 

honored on the fi eld at Yan-
kee Stadium for being “top 
readers” in the New York 
Public Library’s Sum-
mer Reading Challenge on 
Thursday, August 21.

The students, along with 
six others from Manhat-
tan, Brooklyn and Staten 
Island, were not necessar-
ily the student who read the 
most books, but were each 
nominated by their library 
branch for their commit-
ment to reading.

Before heading to the 
fi eld, the readers met with 
NY Yankees pitcher David 
Phelps outside the club-
house, who asked the kids 
about their favorite books, 
while signing memora-
bilia. Afterwards, the eight 
students headed up to the 
stands to enjoy the game 

with their families.
Bronx Readers

One of the Bronx read-
ers said she read more 
than a hundred books over 
the summer. Jackelinne 
Claros, 12, said she visits 
the Kingsbridge Branch 
almost every weekend for 
up to four hours. This year 
was her third time partici-
pating in the NYPL Sum-
mer Reading Challenge, 
and she said she likes how 
the program rewards read-
ers for their hard work.

But regardless of re-
wards, Claros said she has 
read prolifi cly throughout 
her childhood.

“Instead of asking for 
toys when I was younger, I 
always wanted a book,” said 
Claros.

She said she likes to 
read books that are based 
on movies instead of going 

to the theater, so that she 
can imagine how the movie 
plays out in her mind. One 
of the things she loves about 
reading is that it inspires 
creativity.

“I like that it opens up 
your imagination,” said 
Claros.

The other Bronx reader, 
Generose Johnson, 15, also 
said she enjoys picturing 
stories in her head.

“It’s like T.V.,” said John-
son.

She likes that reading 
can transport you into a dif-
ferent time and place.

“Sometimes you forget 
about the world around 
you,” she said.

Johnson said she thinks 
reading is good for people, 
and she would recommend 
it especially if they’re 
lonely.

“You don’t feel lonely 

any more,” she said. “You 
feel like the characters are 
with you, telling you their 
secrets.”

Combating Summer 

Slide

The goal of the Summer 
Reading Challenge is to 
keep kids reading while out 
of school to prevent “sum-
mer slide,” when students 
lose the knowledge they 
learned in school while on  
vacation, said Andrew Wil-
son with MyLibraryNYC, 
and NYPL partner.

“If they read over the 
summer they have less 
summer slide,” said Wil-
son.

During the Summer 
Challenge, the libraries of-
fer other special programs 
to keep kids interested in 
coming back to libraries, 
said Wilson.

“We encourage them to 

read as much as they can 
and have fun while they do 
it,” said Wilson. “It trans-
lates to better grades and 
scores when they get back 
to school.”

The trip to Yankee Sta-

dium is a well-deserved 
treat for the kids who are 
dedicated to reading, said 
Wilson.

“I think this is a great 
way to recognize their ac-
complishments,” he said.

Imaginations run wild 
during book challenge

Jackelinne Claros and Generose E. Johnson, both from the Bronx, 
were honored at Yankee Stadium for their participation in the New 
York Public Library Summer Reading Challenge. 
 Community News Group / Jaime Williams

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The city has a new plan 

to make boating docks safer, 
two months after a pair of 
teenagers drowned in the 
Bronx River.

Many gathered at Hunts 
Point Riverside Park in 
Hunts on Friday, August 
22 as NYC Parks Commis-
sioner Mitchell J. Silver 
announced a series of ma-
jor changes at eight boat 
launches along with sign 
improvements at over 40 dif-
ferent boat launches around 
the city to keep boaters and 
swimmers safe.

The announcement was 
made two months after 
13-year old boys Erickson 
Villa and Wellington Gabin 
drowned in the Bronx River 
after they had been playing 
in the same park back on 
June 20.

Since this incident, lo-
cals and elected offi cials 
have expressed worry of a 
similar situation happen-
ing again.

This $100,000 plan in-

cludes self-closing gates, 
fl oating devices and throw 
lines, no swimming/no 
diving signs on the docks 
and maintenance vehicles 
carrying additional equip-
ment. 

The water safety precau-
tions don’t end there. 

It also includes weekly 
inspections by the Parks En-
forcement Patrol, bilingual 
warning signs on the gates, 
along with solar powered 
emergency call boxes near 
entrances, which will be in-
stalled in the next few weeks.

Other safety precautions 
include two programs that 
teach over 35,000 children 
how to swim each year – 
Learn to Swim during the 
summer and Swim for Life 
year round.

“When you have an in-
cident like what happened 
with those two teenage boys, 
action needs to be taken,” 
said Ruben Diaz, Jr.

Diaz Jr., who grew up 
just across the Bronx River 
and right next to Soundview 

Park, said hearing about 
the tragic deaths affected 
him that much more know-
ing that it took place in his 
old community.

“It hurts,” he said. “It’s 
always sad when these 
situations occur, but es-
pecially when the victims 

are young and they come 
from the same neighbor-
hood that you did.” 

This new plan improves 
safety at boat launches 
in Hunts Point Riverside 
Park and Starlight Park 
in the Bronx, along with 
three in Manhattan, two 

in Brooklyn and one in 
Queens.

A local spiritual leader 
called the plan “reassur-
ing” in response to the vic-
tims’ families concerns. 

”The goal of this plan 
was to echo the voice and 
concerns of the victims’ 

family and friends,” said 
Senior Pastor Joel Bauza 
of Calvary Church. “By 
holding this event and put-
ting this plan in motion, 
we are letting the family 
and friends of those vic-
tims know that your voice 
has been heard.”

New precautions to make public docks safer

NYC Parks Commissioner Mitchell J. Silver, along with Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., Ruben Diaz Sr. and others discuss new water 
safety precautions at Riverside Park in Hunts Point on August 22. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A group of East Bronx 

history buffs won fi rst 
place at the Bronx 100 Scav-
enger Hunt in July, partici-
pating as the “Huntington 
Hunters” to benefi t the free 
library and reading room 
in Westchester Square.

On August 21, East 
Bronx History Forum 
members Mike Gupta, 
Nilka Martell, Tom Vasti 
and Tom Casey presented 
their winnings of $2,500 
to the Huntington Free Li-
brary and Reading Room.

Scavenger Hunt

Casey, who is president 
of the Huntington Free Li-
brary, said that as soon as 
he heard about the scav-
enger hunt he was excited 
about it.

“Immediately my mind 
started working on how I 
could put together the per-
fect team that would be un-
beatable,” said Casey.

The four history forum 
members each brought vast 

knowledge of the borough, 
said Casey, who has written 
several books about Bronx 
History. The photographic 
scavenger hunt was made 
up of 200 clues that lead to 
locations throughout the 
Bronx, and one member of 
the team knew the answer 
to almost every question, 
said Casey.

“My team really im-
pressed me,” he said.

The hardest part was 
not fi guring out the clues, 
said Casey, but logistically 
getting to as many places 
as possible. He said they 
started at the courthouse 
near where the hunt began, 
wound their way through 
the south Bronx, then up 
the east Bronx and over to 
the to northwest Bronx. He 
said they were able to make 
it to about 145 places over 
the all-day hunt, and came 
in well ahead of the second 
place team. 

He said the team had a 
great time participating, 

and appreciated the hard 
work that went into writing 
the clues.

“I enjoyed it,” he said. 
“It was fun for us.”

Huntington Free Li-

brary

It was important to 
the team to win the prize 
money for the library 
where the history forum 
meets each month, said 
Casey.

“Huntington is all vol-
unteer based,” said Casey. 
“And we do have fi nancial 
diffi culties.”

The landmarked build-
ing houses a non-circulat-
ing collection of books and 
materials, and is trying to 
attract more visitors and 
organizations in order to 
become a community cen-
ter. One upcoming project 
with that goal in mind is to 
tear down the old garage in 
library’s yard and rebuild 
the shed in the corner of 
the lot, said Casey

“We want to develop the 

greenspace back there,” he 
said.

The goal is to have the 
yard be available to the 
public and attract more or-
ganizations and events to 

the space.
The mission of the orig-

inal library, endowed in 
1891, was to be a place not 
only of learning, but of en-
tertainment and commu-

nity, said Casey, and that 
ideal hasn’t changed. 

“I want to make the 
public aware of our need to 
make Huntington a desti-
nation,” said Casey.

Scavenger hunt prize donated to Huntington

The “Huntington Hunters,” made up of East Bronx History Forum members (l to r) Mike Gupta, 
Nilka Martell, Tom Vasti and Tom Casey won the Bronx 100 Scavenger Hunt in July. They were pre-
sented the $2,500 prize check outside the Huntington Free Library’s Reading Room on Thursday, 
August 21. Photo courtesy Huntington Free Library

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The new owner of An-

drea’s Dance Studio has 
had a long-time relation-
ship with the 52-year-old 
Bronx business.

Nicole DiSilvio took 
her fi rst dance class at 
two years old from studio 
founder Andrea Verdeschi 
and has been with the stu-
dio ever since — for a total 
of 28 years — as a student, 
teacher, and choreogra-
pher.

“This is like a second 
home to me,” DiSilvio said 
about the studio.

While she always loved 
performing as a dancer, 
DiSilvio said her true pas-
sion has always been teach-
ing. She started assisting 
with classes at the studio 
when she was 10 years old,  
and started teaching her 

own classes at age 15. 
In addition to teaching at 

the studio, she also taught 
dance classes at P.S. 83 and 
105 for the past 10 years, and 
has taught at Hostos Com-
munity College as well.

What she loves about 
teaching is seeing her stu-
dents grow as dancers and 
succeed in their perfor-
mances.

“I love watching my stu-
dents on stage, it’s such a 
different feeling,” said DiS-
ilvio.

In addition to teaching, 
DiSilvio said she’s always 
wanted to own her own 
dance studio, and was hon-
ored when Miss Andrea, 
who recently cut back on 
her work load, asked Nicole 
to purchase the business.

“It’s my dream come 
true,” she said.

The studio on Morris 
Park Avenue has three 
dance rooms, about 10 teach-
ers, and between 250 and 
300 students, said DiSilvio. 
They hold classes Monday 
through Friday, for ages 
two through adult, from be-
ginner to the competition 
level. The wide variety of 
dance styles offered include 
ballet, tap, jazz, hip-hop and 
acrobatics.

“We’re a well-rounded, 
all-around studio,” said 
DiSilvio.

She said the studio will 
be adding new class styles 
including contemporary 
and musical theater, and 
will start holding master 
classes with guest teachers 
in various genres of dance.

Although DiSilvio said 
she wants to modernize 
some things and bring a 

younger feel to the studio, 
it’s important to her to re-
tain its homey feeling for 
her dancers.

“I want to keep it that 
family-oriented place, 
where kids can come at age 
2 and grow up here,” she 
said.

The key to creating that 
environment is to encour-
age the students instead 
of pressuring them to per-
form, she said.

“I want the kids to learn 
good technique, but I want it 
done in a fun atmosphere,” 
said DiSilvio.

A good dance class gives 
kids more skills than just 
how to move, said DiSil-
vio. Younger students espe-
cially gain focus, learn how 
to take turns, experience 
working as a group, and feel 
what it means to be dedi-

cated to something.
“We do teach them more 

than dance,” she said.
Classes at the studio 

start September 8, and reg-

istration is currently tak-
ing place. More informa-
tion can be found at http://
www.andreasdancestu-
dio.com.

Former student purchases 
Andrea’s Dance Studio

Nicole DiSilvio is the new owner of Andrea’s Dance Studio in Morris 
Park. Community News Group / Jaime Williams
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been hesistant to change the 
name, because they thought 
that it would confuse locals 
with the Pelham Bay Li-
brary — even though that 
branch is over three miles 
east of the branch on Barnes 
Avenue.

Eventually, book barons 
decided to add the “Pelham 
Parkway” name to please 
neighborhood activists, but 
also kept “Van Nest” be-
cause it was “historic,” said 

Marx in the statement.
Many locals would have 

preferred to get rid of the 
“Van Nest” moniker entirely 
— but they are willing to set-
tle for the compromised ver-
sion of the name.

“It’s wonderful!” ex-
claimed Edith Blitzer, presi-
dent of the Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association, 
upon fi rst seeing the sign. 

“I couldn’t ask for more, 
Blitzer added. “ Well, I could 
ask for more, but I’ll take 

this.”
Staff at the library say 

service will remain the 
same, regardless of the 
branch’s name.

“Regardless of what the 
library is called, the quality 
of service we provide to ev-
eryone who passes through 
our doors will not change,” 
wrote library manager Da-
vid Nochimson in a letter to 
the editor published in the 
Bronx Times Reporter last 
week.

Library personnel, community leaders and elected offi cials celebrated the name change to “Pelham 
Parkway-Van Nest Library” at the branch Wednesday, Aug. 27. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Library name change after years of pressure

From Page 1

  BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Youth can now serve 

on community boards. 
Like it or not, and there 

are plenty of opinions, 16- 
and 17-year-olds can now 
be members of commu-
nity boards.

The change comes af-
ter an amendment in state 
law regulating public of-
ficers passed in the leg-
islature and was signed 
by Governor Cuomo re-
cently, explained Council-
man Ritchie Torres. 

Torres championed 
Resolution 115, which 
passed the City Coun-
cil on June 12 and called 
on the state to amend its 
regulations so that young 
people can serve on the 
volunteer boards, which 
deal with an array of lo-
cal issues. 

“With civic engagement 
rates among young people 
at critically low levels, we 
need to put forward every 
effort to replace apathy 
with enfranchisement, 
disengagement with op-
portunity,” said Torres, 

the youngest member of 
City Council.

With public education 
not teaching civics, com-
munity boards offer a 
good educational experi-
ence for civically engaged 
young people, he said. 

“Learning how to be 
civically engaged is a 
little like learning a lan-

guage: the best time to 
learn is when you are 
young,” the councilman 
said. “I feel that we have 
a crisis of civic engage-
ment, especially among 
our youth.” 

He added: “A commu-
nity board is the most lo-
cal unit of government 
and this is the best place 

to teach civic leadership.” 
Torres was “District 

Manager for a Day” when 
he was a teenager and said 
it changed his life. 

Young people adding 
diversity to the boards is 
a good thing in and of it-
self, he believes. Torres 
also feels that bringing 
younger members onto 

boards will create a more 
diverse set of opinions 
and provide young com-
munity members a say in 
issues like education and 
public safety.

He thinks that having 
youth on boards could 
bring about a shift in the 
focus of community activ-
ism towards education, an 

important concern that 
consumes a third of the 
city’s budget, he said.

When he first broached 
the idea of having youth 
sit on local community 
boards, Torres said that it 
elicited strong reactions 
both for, and against, the 
measure.  

Community Board 11 
chairman Tony Vitaliano 
said that he has no prob-
lems with youth sitting 
on community boards, 
but would rather they be 
non-voting members. 

He believes that 16- 
and 17-year-olds may not 
have the experience nec-
essary to vote on items 
like State Liquor Author-
ity licence applications. 
In that case, they them-
selves cannot drink yet, 
he said. 

“My concern is the 
youth voting on sensitive 
issues like housing, land-
marks, economic issues, 
and licensing,” he said. 
“But as far as them being 
on the board, I have no 
problem with that.” 

State approves youth community board membership 

The Youth Services Committee of the City Council approved a measure in June 2014 allowing youth to serve on the boards. The bill passed 
the Council. Councilman Torres is the third from the left.    Photo courtesy of Councilman Torres’ offi ce
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Join us for a spectacular evening on
Wednesday, September 10, 2014 

at the Bronx YMCA 
2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx, NY

honoring
RUBEN DIAZ, JR. 

Bronx Borough President

SANDRA ERICKSON 
Sandra Erickson Real Estate, Inc.

LOUISE SEDOTTO 
Principal, PS 76

ORIQUIDEA ANDREYEV 
Caridad Restaurant

BARON AMBROSIA 
Fornal Films LLC

Restaurant Tasting,  
Silent Auction, Raffles & Dancing 

6:00pm - 9:00pm 
Tickets - $100 per person 

SPONSORED BY:

Bronx Y
Bon Appétit
Fundraiser
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For More Information, call 212-912-2490 or email: deadams@ymcanyc.org

Master of Ceremonies
GARY AXELBANK  

Host BronxTalk 
Director of Sports Information, Monroe College
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