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Out-of-town cash boosts ice project

An aerial view of the Kingsbridge Ar-
mory, which will house the Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center.

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The Kingsbridge National 

Ice Center’s lease may not be 
“iced” just yet, but the project 
is now one step closer.

The Kingsbridge Armory’s 
developer said Tuesday, August 
12 that it had scored a multi-mil-
lion dollar investment from a 
Michigan-based philanthropic 
and investment group,

The funding comes from the 
Kresge Foundation, worth over 
$3 billion. The foundation does 
the majority of its investing and 
grant-giving in Detroit.

Big $$$ — but how 
much?

A Kresge spokeswoman, Cyn-
thia Blue Shaw, said in an email 
that the group had invested $10 
million in the project. Other 
reports pegged the investment 
closer to $30 million.

Putting money into the Ar-
mory is both in line with the 
group’s mission of urban invest-
ment, and is a “market-rate” in-
vestment that will help its bot-
tom line, said the group’s chief 
operating offi er. 

“This investment refl ects 

the natural evolution of our 
capital tool box,” said Rip Rap-
son, president and CEO of the 
Kresge Foundation, in a state-
ment.

Ice center plans call for nine 
ice rinks, a 5,000-seat arena and 
50,000-square-foot community 
space, all located where three 
subway lines meet.

The ice center’s top execu-
tive touted the investment as 
a “validation” of the project, 
which was approved by the City 
Council and Mayor in 2013 af-

Continued on Page 11

Pizza Night At Schuyler Hill
Jonathan Hyland shows off the personal-size pepperoni pizza pie he cre-
ated at the Schuyler Hill Civic Association’s Pizza Making Night on Friday, 
August 8. 

Photo by Laura Stone

Boro’s
housing
boom

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The Bronx housing market 

has never been hotter.
Thousands of Bronxites have 

new landlords in 2014, as inves-
tors poured over $1 billion into 
the housing market in the fi rst 
half of the year alone, according 
to a new report.

Two massive sales of multi-
family home portfolios buoyed the 
spike. Developer Related Compa-
nies snapped up a package of 35 
buildings in the north and west 
Bronx, made up of more than 
2,000 apartment units, at a price 
tag of $253 million, according to 
the report from Ariel Property 
Advisors.

Big deals all over
The experts who penned the 

report say the boom is just get-
ting started.

“In the Bronx, you’re seeing a 
higher yield of investment, espe-
cially in the multifamily sector,” 
said Scott Hirschfeld, a vice pres-
ident at Ariel. 

Related bought the build-
ings — including sites on Valen-
tine Avenue, University Avenue 
and Fulton Street — from a fi rm 
headed by real estate mogul Stan-
ley Wasserman.

The other massive 2014 hous-
ing deal came in Pelham Park-
way, where a mystery new prop-
erty owner took over four elevator 
apartment buildings for over $52 
million total, and $172,000 per 
apartment.

Who bought the four buildings 
remains unclear. The new land-
lord for 2160 Matthews Avenue, 
1135 Pelham Parkway North, 1130 
Pelham Parkway South and 1540 
Pelham Parkway is not listed in 

Continued on Page 4

CAMERA
CATCHES
RAPIST

Alleged suspect’s car caught on video
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

The arrest of an alleged rapist, 
after his car’s license plate was 
caught on security cameras, has 
many in the community breath-
ing a sigh of relief.  

When security cameras pointed 
towards East Tremont Avenue 
captured a glimpse of the alleged 
perpetrator’s license plate, detec-
tives from Bronx Special Victims 
‘collared’ Christavian Trenier, 22, 
of Randall Avenue, on Friday, Au-
gust 8. 

“Yes, video footage revealed a 

vehicle that was involved, which 
did lead to the suspect and his 
apprehension,” stated a police 
source. “Detectives from Bronx 
Special Victims did conduct ex-
tensive video canvasses leading 
to the discovery of a silver vehicle 
involved in the crime.”

At the Throggs Neck Mall, at 
East Tremont Avenue and Scott 
Place, detectives gained a rare ad-
vantage because the building has 
cameras trained on East Tremont 
Avenue, not just the front of the 

Continued on Page 4
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Bronx Community Col-

lege has been awarded 
funds to increase research 
and training in environ-
mentally friendly energy 
and technology.

BCC has been approved 
for a $9 million CUNY 2020 
Challenge Grant to update 
three existing facilities on 
its University Heights cam-
pus.

The majority of the grant 
money will be split between 
expanding the Preston Ga-
rage for the Automotive 
Technology Program and 
adding a new lab to the Cen-
ter of Sustainable Energy. 
Butler Hall will also be up-
dated to better serve as an 
instructional and hands-on 
training space for high 
school students interested 
in STEM careers.

“Bronx Community Col-
lege is already involved in 
cutting edge research and 
training in clean energy 
and technology,” said BCC 
president Carole Berotte 
Joseph. “With this grant, 
we will equip our students 
with the know-how needed 
for tomorrow’s careers and 
provide a prosperous and 

healthy green future for our 
borough and our city. “

Automotive Technol-

ogy program

The renovated and ex-
panded Preston Garage will 
provide a new, 6,000 square 
foot space equipped with 
the latest technology, said 
program director Clement 
Drummond.

The automotive tech-
nology program is the only 
one of its kinds within the 
CUNY system, he said, and 
260 students from around 
the city are enrolled in the 
two-year degree or one-year 
certifi cate program.

“This will compliment 
our existing program and 
allow us to grow,” he said 
about the expanded garage.

Drummond said the 
program is affordable and 
aligns well with industry. 
The program offers a track 
in diesel technology, which 
Drummond said is an ex-
panding fi eld, as well as 
a class in hybrid/electric 
vehicles. Drummond said 
many students get placed 
through internships in au-
tomotives, but for those 
who would rather work in 
another fi eld, their course-

work forms a foundation for 
other careers in mechan-
ics, hydraulics or electrical 
work.

“The students have a 
strong foundation to suc-
ceed,” he said.

Center for Sustainable 

Energy

The grant will also es-
tablish a brand new Labora-
tory for the Center for Sus-
tainable Energy.

While the core of the 
center is the certifi cate 
program for solar panel in-
stallation and repair, said 
director Aaron Socha, the 
new lab, with state-of-the-
art equipment, will allow 
for expanded research of 
uses for the waste streams 
of biofuels.

“It’ll allow for the train-
ing of students in emerging 
disciplines,” said Socha.

The new analytical 
equipment, provided by a 
matching grant of $400,000 
from Shimadzu Corpora-
tion, will also allow for the 
lab to become a third-party 
testing site for biofuels, as 
well as a potential entrepre-
neurial incubator.

“We’re really excited,” 
said Socha.

Sustainable Energy 
grant is on right track

At Bronx Community College, associate director of the Center for Sustainable Energy Joseph Bushand 
(front) and director Aaron Soch work with visiting students on a summer research project. The Center 
for Sustainable Energy will recieve a new lab thanks to the CUNY 2020 Challange Grant. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx Community College

One east Bronx doctor 
has earned high marks 
from her peers for her 
prowess treating breast 
cancer — and the hospital 
where she works is gain-
ing recognition both in 
the community and on a 
national scale.

Maria Castaldi, chief of 
Breast Surgery at Jacobi 
Medical Center, recently 
won the “Peer to Peer Ex-
cellence” award from the 
Bronx County Medical So-
ciety.

On top of that, the cen-
ter recently met national 
quality standards to earn 
reaccreditation from the 
American College of Sur-
geons. 

The Westchester 
Square/Zerega native says 
she’s proud to have the re-
spect of her fellow Bronx 
doctors. She’s especially 
excited to bring back the 
honors to a public hospital 
people underestimate far 
too often.

“We’re out to disprove 
the perception that pub-
lic hospitals don’t pro-
vide quality care,” said 
Dr. Castaldi. “There’s no 
better place in the Bronx 
than Jacobi.”

Dr. Castaldi has 
helmed Jacobi’s Breast 
Health Center — a cen-
ter that deals only with 
breast cancer screening 
and treatment — for over 
a decade now. The center 
provides more than 12,000 
mammograms, and cares 
for more than 1,600 pa-
tients a year. 

The key to the center’s 
service, said the doctor, is 
continuity. From the mo-

ment a patient comes in, 
she or he is matched with 
so-called “patient naviga-
tors,” who help steer them 
through what can be a 
confusing process.

“All of the navigators 
work together,” said Dr. 
Castaldi. “Patients might 
meet one when they are 
going into surgery, and 
another at their support 
group. It’s one big family.”

And the renowned Pa-
tient Navigator Program 
now has a new member. 

Jacobi has now hired an 
additional navigator to 
help patients with triple 
negative breast cancer di-
agnoses — an especially 
tricky type of cancer to 
treat, because the tumor 
often does not respond to 
regular therapies.

New hire Cindy Tava-
rez plans to use a two-year 
grant from the national 
Triple Negative Breast 
Care Foundation to help 
Bronx patients navigate 
the rocky process.

Though she now lives 
in Long Island with her 
husband and daughters, 
Dr. Castaldi is still an 
east Bronx gal at heart, 
having attended Cardinal 
Spellman High School 
and earned her medical 
degree at the Albert Ein-
stein College of Medicine 
in Morris Park.

The doctor says she 
treats patients as if they 
are her neighbors.

“They should walk 
into the hospital and feel 
like its their home,” she 
said.

Bronx
neighbors
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Monday, August 25, 2014 
6:30 PM Eastern 

City Crab & Seafood Corporation 
235 Park Ave S 
New York, NY 10003 

Jai Perumal, MD 
Director at Nyack Hospital MS Center 
Weill Cornell MS Center 

TR266411
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any property records, and 
a press release from the 
lawyers who handled the 
sale, Besen and Associ-
ates, declined to identify 
the owner.

The folks at Ariel Prop-
erty said such a large sale 
in Pelham Parkway is 
rare for the area.

“You don’t see too 
many transactions in 
that neighborhood,” 
Hirschfeld said. 

‘Affordable’ 
housing alarm 

But not everyone was 
crowing with the news of 
surging real estate deals.

A prominent low 
and mid-income hous-
ing builder sounded the 
alarm that the booming 

market could price out 
families from their neigh-
borhoods.

“In light of the explo-
sive growth of real estate 
investment in the Bronx, 
there is a clear need to 
quickly create, preserve, 
and secure affordable 
housing in the borough, 
so that all residents can 
enjoy the Bronx’s come-
back,” said Nancy Bib-
erman, president of the 
Bronx affordable housing 
building group Whedco. 

“We’ve seen too many 
times – from Brooklyn, to 
Queens, and Upper Man-
hattan – that a surge in 
‘investment’ is too often 
followed by displacement 
of low-income residents 
from their own neighbor-
hoods.” Biberman added. 

Fixing up new digs
Hirshfeld said higher 

rent in some units is a 
natural part of the mar-
ket — though many rent 
stablizations are in place 
to protect residents.

“Any landlord, no mat-
ter who it is, is going to try 
to make money on their 
investment, whether its 
by increasing revenues 
or decreasing expenses,” 
he said.But he added that 
new property owners of-
ten put money into the 
buildings, improving life 
for residents.

One such example is at 
recently snapped up 2160 
Matthews Avenue.

Property records show 
that the seller was Ber-
nard Putter, who was ac-
cused in December 2013 

by residents and local 
elected offi cials of strand-
ing residents by not fi xing 
an elevator for three days.

When a reporter swung 
by the property this week, 

construction workers 
were fi xing up the roof 
and building facade. 

“You want someone re-
placing the roof, the leaks, 
making sure the property 

and electric works,” said 
Hirschfeld, the property 
advisor. “If these compa-
nies are making improve-
ments to the property, 
that’s good for everyone.”

Borough’s housing market boom

A new report says over $1 billion in multifamily Bronx properties changed ownership in 2014, including 
this apartment complex at 2160 Matthews Avenue, where residents complained of broken elevators 
and shoddy management under previous ownership. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

From Page 1

Alleged rapist’s license plate caught on cameras

Police caught the rape suspect, who was captured on video surval-
iance. Photo courtesy of the NYPD

shops, according to its man-
agement. 

Detectives were able to 
get a partial license plate 
number from their camera 
that helped identify the sus-
pect, management said. 

“When we were ap-
proached by the police we 
immediately gave them ac-
cess to our tapes. This is not 
the fi rst time our cameras 
have been instrumental in 
apprehending a suspect.” a 
spokesperson for the prop-
erty said. 

The rape occurred at a 
secluded parking lot at the 
rear of 3395 E. Tremont Av-
enue at around 5:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, July 20. Trenier is 
charged with several counts 
including predatory sexual 
assault and rape in the fi rst 
degree. 

Many in the Water-
bury-LaSalle and nearby 
Throggs Neck communities 
are breathing a little easier. 

Community activist An-
nie Boller, a board member 

of the 45th Precinct Com-
munity Council, said that 
news of the arrest led to an 
overwhelming response on 
Community Board 10’s Fa-
cebook page.

“People are elated,” she 
said, adding that she be-
lieves the rape was at the 
forefront of local residents’ 
minds and something they 
were concerned about, based 
on the online response. 

Boller also was aware 
of reports that Trenier has 
a prior criminal history, a 
fact confi rmed by a police 
source. 

The suspect has been 
charged seven times, for 
crimes including grand lar-
ceny, petit larceny, criminal 
possession of stolen prop-
erty, criminal possession 
of a weapon, and assault, a 
police source stated. 

“The escalations of his 
crimes over the course of his 
criminal ‘career’ is a bit un-
nerving,” said Boller. “Had 
he not been caught, would 
he kill somebody next? You 

can see the progression.” 
She added: “I just really 

hope that when his trial 
comes there is solid evi-
dence, like DNA, to put him 
away for awhile.” 

Community Board 10 
vice-chairman John Ma-
rano said that he was sure 
that Special Victims got a 
good deal of assistance from 
the 45th Precinct itself, and 
from the community.

“I am very happy that 
they caught the guy, but 
again I am sure that there 
was a lot of help from the 
public,” he said. “Here is 
the neighborhood working 
together with the police de-
partment.” 

It is still unclear why the 
suspect was seen in earlier 
video footage wearing white 
medical scrubs. A police 
source said he is employed 
as a nutritionist at a facility 
servicing seniors.

Police have not linked 
him to any other rapes in 
the Bronx, a source con-
fi rmed. 

From Page 1

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Fordham Road Busi-

ness Improvement District 
is expanding, and new op-
tions for shopping and rec-
reation are coming to the 
shopping strip as well. 

The legislative process 
is currently underway to 
extend the BID boundaries 
east to Washington Avenue 
from Third Avenue, with 
hearings and a subsequent 
vote at the City Council ex-
pected, said executive di-
rector Wilma Alonso. 

Expansion of BID re-
quires legislative approval 
from the City, along with 
additional sign-offs from 
the state, she said. 

The expansion of the 
boundaries will allow the 
BID to include new shop-
ping options on the ground 
fl oor of the “iconic” build-
ing One Fordham Plaza, 

Fordham Road 
BID to expand

across the street from the 
Fordham Metro North Sta-
tion and Fordham Univer-
sity, she said. 

“That was perfect tim-
ing because we can provide 
an additional tool for those 
businesses which will part-
ner with us for our mar-
keting campaigns,” said 
Alonso, adding that One 
Fordham Plaza has seen a 
lot of new retail businesses 
set up shop there in the past 
year on the ground level. 

Among these new busi-
nesses are Starbucks, 
Pizza Studio, TJ Maxx and 
Famous Footwear, stated 
BID deputy director Daniel 
Bernstein in an e-mail. 

The expanded boundar-
ies would also include what 
had been the former Ford-
ham Plaza outdoor mar-
ket space between Webster 
and Third avenues, he also 

stated. 
That outdoor shop-

ping space is located on a 
“bridge-structure” over 
Metro North’s train station, 
and which will also be see-
ing a major overhaul, said 
Alonso. 

She explained that plans 
are in the works for a com-
plete renovation of what had 
been an interchange for city 
buses directly across from 
both an entrance and exit 
to Metro North station and 
One Fordham Plaza. 

After a completed reno-
vation, beginning in Sep-
tember and lasting roughly 
18 months, the plaza will be 
reconfi gured with new con-
cessions that are going to be 
leased by the BID, she said. 

Those new options 
should complement all the 
BID has to offer, Alonso 
added. She cited Union 

Square in Manhattan as an 
example of what this out-
door space could be like, 
with lots of planned pro-
gramming. She envisions 
a farmers market, outdoor 
movies, and fashion shows. 

She explained that the 
new space is especially im-

portant because there is 
little public space within 
Fordham Road BID’s cur-
rent boundaries. 

Bernstein also wants to 
draw attention to existing 
programming, he stated in 
an e-mail, and promoted 
movie night on Friday, Sep-

tember 12 at Muller Park 
and Plaza located at Cres-
ton Avenue and Fordham 
Road. 

The BID will be show-
ing the “Lego” movie at 7:30 
p.m. as a sign of apprecia-
tion to its shoppers and the 
community, said Alonso.

This area at Third and Webster avenues is going to be redeveloped into a outdoor plaza in an upcom-
ing New York City Economic Development Corporation project. The Fordham Road BID is planning 
programs there once that happens, and will run concessions that should complement the existing BID 
offerings. Photo by Walter Pofeldt



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community Board 10 

and Pelham Bay commu-
nity members recently had 
a mid-afternoon meeting 
with the social service pro-
vider that has leased the 
Pelham Grand. 

The meeting on Wednes-
day, August 6, which at 
times was somewhat in-
tense, included the top 
managers and the executive 
director/CEO of Allied Ser-
vice Center NYC.

ASCNYC has leased the 
long-vacant hospital build-
ing, which was once the 
D’urso Pavilion of Our Lady 
of Mercy Medical Center. It 
is a group known for provid-
ing housing and services to 
people with HIV.  

ASCNYC CEO Sharen 
Duke explained that the 
funding for the services at 
the building at 1870 Pelham 

Parkway South is coming 
from leveraged federal re-
sources. CB 10 chairman 
Martin Prince explained 
that the group was not re-
quired to meet with or get 
community board approval 
for their plan, which calls 
for 70 units of housing at the 
location.  

Prince said that the com-
munity could indeed bene-
fi t from an alternate senior 
housing plan put forth by 
elected offi cials, Senator 
Jeff Klein and Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca. The land-
lord can still exercise his 
option to end the lease to 
ASCNYC until near the end 
of August, according to sev-
eral independently-verifi ed 
sources.  

“I would love to see that 
alternative in terms of se-
nior housing or something 
of that nature,” he said. 

“That really directly im-
pacts a very hidden crisis 
in the community, which 
housing in general, but se-
nior housing specifi cally,” 
said Prince. 

However, Prince went on 
to say that groups that are 
well-organized and have 
the funding ready to set up 
their programs are going 
to be able to obtain vacant 
properties quickly.

Looking towards the 
long-term, he said the com-
munity needs to have con-
nections or contacts so 
when vacant land or a build-
ing become available, it can 
get a program that meets its 
needs.

Whether or not the 
elected offi cials’ plan comes 
to pass, he expressed a com-
mitment to work with AS-
CNYC to make sure their 
program adheres to what 

the CB 10 believes are com-
munity standards. 

The electeds’ plan, which 
has two providers vying 
for a state Department of 
Health grant they may or 
may not get, has yet to come 
to pass. 

“If that doesn’t happen, 
then the outcome we do 
have we are going to work 

with,” said Prince, citing a 
need for community stabil-
ity. 

He added: “If we can 
have them as grateful, good 
neighbors, participating 
with us, then we look to 
them to help us maintain 
the type of neighborhood 
we have. We hope that the 
folks who come through 

their program have much 
success. This is a life chal-
lenge for these folks.”  

ASCNYC plans to have 
an open house at the build-
ing on Sunday, August 24, 
said Duke. Tours will be 
given, and any family that 
wants can receive a free 
8”x10” self or family por-
trait.
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
One local writer is cele-

brating an important mile-
stone.

Life-long Bronxite and 
current Morris Park resi-
dent Stephanie Hoina re-
cently published her fi rst 
book, a young adult novel 
called “Kissing Atticus 
Primble.”

A freelance writer and 
communications consul-
tant, Hoina said she’s been 
writing as a hobby since she 
was young.

“I’ve always, always 
written,” she said.

She started writing this 
particular book in 2006, 
and would pick it up and 
put it down over the years.  
She completed it last Febru-
ary, and sent chapters to an 
independent publisher on 
the recommendation of a 
friend. Hoina said she’s ex-
cited to fi nally have the fi n-
ished product.

“I’ve been living with 
these characters for so 
long,” she said.

The book, released by 

Local author publishes book

Whimsical Publications on 
August 2, follows charac-
ter Kathleen through high 
school as she navigates per-
sonal relationships. Kath-
leen is torn between her 
changing relationship with 
a childhood best friend, At-
ticus Primble, and the ro-
mantic attention shown to 
her from the more popular 

Bobby O’Hara. Hoina said 
she drew on the confusion 
of puppy love and butter-
fl ies that she experienced 
as a teen.

“She feels all these feel-
ings and doesn’t know how 
to handle it,” said Hoina 
about Kathleen.

The story is a short, 
light read, said Hoina, and 
the book is geared towards 

ages 12-16. But she hopes 
adults will read and enjoy 
it as well, and that it might 
transport them back to the 
crazier days of high school.

“It’s for anyone who 
wants to be back in touch 
with their teenage self,” she 
said.

Hoina, who has a 14-year-
old son, said she was drawn 
to the young adult genre be-
cause she enjoys revisiting 
her experiences and feeling 
as a teenager.

“It’s a voice that’s strong 
in me,” she said.

She already has plans to 
continue telling Kathleen’s 
story, and is working on the 
sequel to “Kissing Atticus 
Primble.”

As for her current book, 
she said she has modest ex-
pectations for the sales, but 
she’d be happy if a few hun-
dred people fi nd the book 
and connect to it.

“It was fun to write, and 
hopefully it’s fun to read,” 
said Hoina.

The book can be pur-
chased online directly from 

the publisher at Whimsical-
Publications.com, as well 
as from Amazon or Barnes 
& Noble, and Hoina hopes 

to place the book in local 
stores soon. Learn more 
about the author or the book 
at stephaniehoina.com.

Indian Village resident Stephanie Hoina recently released her fi rst 
book. Photos courtesy of Stephanie Hoina

The cover art for local writer Stephanie Hoina’s young adult book, 
Kissing Atticus Primble, published by Whimsical Publications. 

This former hospital property at 1870 Pelham Parkway South continues to be a cause for concern for 
Community Board 10.  Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

HIV housing group 
meets CB10 members 
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The Interclub, a group of six iconic Eastchester Bay clubs in Country Club and Throggs Neck, held their annual competitive swimming races on Saturday, August 9. This year’s 
racing competition was held for members at the D.A. Beach Club on Randall Avenue. The annual day of swimming feats included a kick-off ceremony, followed by a summer day 
fi lled with contests in various swimming and age categories, capped off with an awards celebration.                  Photos by Walter Pofeldt

INTERCLUB HOLDS SWIM RACES 

Girls age 8 and 9 winner Miranda Lough-
ery fi nishes her race.

Nicole Soares (l) and Taylor Dziuma cheer-
ing on the American Turners Club com-
petitors.

Beach club fans cheer for their favorite 
team.

Julia Doyle paints the DA Beach Club col-
ors on Dirk Schweers’s face.
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A historic college is get-

ting a new building.
SUNY Maritime was 

recently awarded funds 
for the building of the Sea-
manship Center on the 
campus at Fort Schuyler.

A $1.5 million grant was 
secured for the new build-
ing by Senator Jeff Klein, 
who announced the fund-
ing on Monday, August 11 
as hundreds of students 
arrived back at Maritime 
from the summer sea term 
session on the training 
ship Empire State VI.

The plans for the 4,000 
square foot Seamanship 
Center have been in the 
works for more than three 
years, said college spokes-
man Terence Kelly, al-
though the project is still 
in its preliminary phases. 
The center will be built 
above the college’s existing 
deep-water pier.

“It will satisfy the space 
needed for waterfront pro-
grams with out affecting 
greenspace,” said Kelly.

The new Seamanship 
Center will create addi-
tional classroom space 
for the school’s 1,900 stu-
dents and allow for future 
growth in enrollment. The 

new space will also serve 
as a training location for 
active mariners includ-
ing civilians, various 
city agencies, and fi rst re-
sponders.

“SUNY Maritime, with 
its strong and rigorous 
curriculum and hands-on 
training, provides stu-
dents with an unparal-
leled advanced education 

giving them all the tools 
they need for a successful 
and adventurous career in 
the maritime industry,” 
said Klein. “This Seaman-
ship Center will enhance 

and expand the terrifi c 
education our students 
are already receiving as 
they prepare to become 
the mariners of tomorrow, 
while at the same time of-
fer a fantastic new facility 
for our fi rst responders in 
the NYPD and FDNY to 
conduct essential training 
exercises,”

Kelly said the new cen-
ter will be a tremendous 
addition to the college.

“On behalf of the Mari-
time College community, I 
want to express our grati-
tude to Senator Klein for 
his efforts in ensuring that 
$1.5 million for a Seaman-
ship Center was included 
in SUNY’s appropriation 
in the 2014/2015 state bud-
get,” said SUNY Maritime 
president Michael A. Al-
fultis.  “Thanks to Senator 
Klein, Maritime students, 
New York City-area fi rst 
responders, and young 
people within our Bronx 
community, will soon en-
joy the benefi ts of a Sea-
manship Center.”

Maritime to build new classrooms on pier

The pier at SUNY Maritime College where the new Seamanship Center will be built. Photo courtesy of SUNY Maritime

Traffi c light to calm P.S. 97 streets
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

After several close calls, 
P.S. 97 is getting a traffic 
light outside its school.

The Allerton school has 
been fighting an uphill battle 
to get the city Department of 
Transportation to approve a 
stop light for Fish and Mace 
avenues for several years, 
sources said. 

The area outside the 
school was the scene of a few 
accidents during the 2013-14 
school year, said P.S. 97 Par-
ent Teacher Association 
president Belinda DiMurro. 

The news was greeted 
with joy in the school com-
munity, with many thanking 
Councilman Jimmy Vacca, 
who advocated for a light 
with the DOT. 

“Speeding cars have been 
a dangerous problem at this 
intersection for years, espe-
cially with an elementary 
school so close by,”  said 
Vacca. “I’m glad DOT has 
listened to the requests of 
the community and decided 
to install a full traffic light 

here. This will make life 
much safer and easier for 
both pedestrians and driv-
ers in this neighborhood.” 

The traffic is especially 
bad at the intersections of 
Mace at Seymour avenues, 
where there is a crossing 
guard, and on Fish, said 
DiMurro 

The school community 
has been advocating for a 
traffic light for about seven 
years, said principal Kath-
leen Bornkamp. 

“After numerous acci-
dents involving more than 
one car and parents being 
hit by cars, I am so happy to 
hear that a light will be in-
stalled on the corner of Mace 
and Fish avenues,” said 
Bornkamp. 

“I have been working 
along with my community 
trying to get this light and 
Councilman Vacca has been 
working alongside of us for 
most of the way.  It is so nice 
when all of our hard work 
pays off and we are able to 
work together to provide a 

safer community for all of 
our members.”

Heaping even more  praise 
on Vacca for what he accom-
plished was Community 
Board 11 chairman Tony Vi-
taliano. 

“Due to Council Member 
Vacca’s persistence and com-
mitment, we have finally 
secured this much-needed 
traffic light, which will go a 
long way towards improving 
safety in the community,” he 
said. “It has been a pleasure 
to work with him and his of-
fice on this issue.” 

DiMurro said her fellow 
PTA officers also expressed 
their enthusiasm about the 
new stop light. She expects 
that the new traffic con-
trol will slow down traffic 
around the school, allowing 
for parents, who are often in 
a rush themselves, to drop 
off and pick up their chil-
dren safely. 

Bornkamp thanked Vacca 
for the new traffic light, 
which his office said will be 
installed by November.

Councilman Jimmy Vacca and PS 97 principal Kathleen Bornkamp stand at the inter-
section of Fish and Mace avenues, where a new traffi c signal will be installed. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Jimmy Vacca
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
A staple of Pelham Bay, 

and a major fi gure who 
helped shape that commu-
nity as a whole, has moved 
on after two decades. 

Father Robert Grippo, 
pastor of St. Theresa Par-
ish for 23 years, was re-
cently re-assigned to a 
new parish by Timothy 
Cardinal Dolan as part of 
the Archdiocese’s pastoral 
planning initiative “Mak-
ing All Things New”. Fr. 
Grippo is a member of an 
advisory council for “Mak-
ing All Things New.” 

Serving the parish for 
two decades, many re-
member that in the early 
years Fr. Grippo increased 
enrollment in the parish 
school, and went on to over-
see the founding of the suc-
cessful annual St. Theresa 
Feast.

Fr. Grippo has been 
reassigned to the Church 
of the Annunciation in 

Crestwood, Yonkers. The 
new pastor at St. Theresa 
is Monsignor Thomas De-
rivan from St. Helena’s 
Church in Parkchester. 

According to Father 
Richard Morano, who 
was an alter-boy when Fr. 
Grippo was appointed pas-
tor in 1991, the elder priest 
brought a public persona to 
the position.

“When he fi rst came 
to the parish, he was very 
public,” said Morano, in a 
statement released by the 
parish. “He brought the 
parish to life.”

Beginning in 2008, 
Grippo worked with St. 
Theresa principal Jose-
phine Fanelli to house a 
new universal pre-K pro-
gram at the school for four-
year-olds. 

“He had the vision to 
see that universal pre-K 
could make a difference in 
the school community and 
the whole Pelham Bay com-

munity,” said Fanelli. 
She added: “It provides 

free pre-school to the peo-
ple of our community. At 
that time it began it was 
two-and-half-hours of free 
pre-K for four-year-olds. 
Now we are providing six 
hours and 20 minutes a 
day for four-year-olds. He 
knew that the community 
needed it, we did it, and we 
fi lled up.”

That pre-K program 
had 36 students during its 
fi rst year, and last year had 
92, she said. 

Fanneli also recalled 
that when Fr. Grippo fi rst 
arrived at the parish, peo-
ple began “fl ocking back.” 

“When he spoke with 
you,” she said, “you felt like 
you were the most impor-
tant person in the room.” 

Fr. Grippo was reas-
signed in mid-July. He was 
also a deacon at the church 
in 1971 and 1972, according 
sources. 

Fr. Robert Grippo created a 
legacy of success 

Father Grippo Photo courtesy of St. Theresa Parish

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Anti-violence program 

Operation SNUG offi cially 
launched in the Bronx in 
the beginning of August.

The program — the 
name comes from guns 
spelled backwards — en-
lists “violence interrupt-
ers” and outreach workers 
to mediate confl ict between 
gang members and other 
at-risk youth before it esca-
lates into violence.

The violence interrupt-
ers, chosen by a panel of 
community activists, are 
formerly incarcerated men 
who have turned their lives 
around and act as the “cred-
ible messengers” that are 
the key to preventing vio-
lence through the program, 
said the program’s direc-
tor of outreach, Pastor Jay 
Gooding.

The initiative is being 
operated out of Jacobi Hos-
pital, where it has been re-
named “Stand Up to Vio-
lence.” The funding for the 
program was secured by 
Senator Jeff Klein. 

“Our violence interrupt-
ers can reach these kids in 
a way that no one else can,” 
said Klein. “This initiative 
is a hands-on, street smart 
approach that I believe will 
help keep crime down in 
our communities and elimi-
nate senseless gun violence 

in our neighborhoods.”
The key players in the 

program are the two vio-
lence interrupters and 
three outreach workers 
who target specifi c zones in 
the 47th and 49th precincts, 
said Gooding. The mission 
of the violence interrupters 

is to diffuse immediate con-
fl icts, such as preventing a 
retaliatory shooting, while 
the outreach workers will 
more broadly canvass the 
neighborhoods, interacting 
with and mentoring at-risk 
youth.

The program’s staff was 

chosen because they are 
from the area, are known 
individuals in the neighbor-
hoods, and can relate to the 
at risk youth.

“These individuals will 
look to them as being role 
models,” said Gooding. 
“They’ve been there, done 

that.”
The president of the 

49th Precinct Council, Joe 
Thompson, sat on the hiring 
panel and agrees the suc-
cess of the program stems 
from the street credibility 
of the interrupters, who are 
able to communicate with 
those perpetuating violence 
in a way others can’t.

“The only way to reach 
out to these problem areas 
is to be on the ground and 
be able to talk to the people 
causing problems,” said 
Thompson. “You need cred-
ibility for that.”

He has high hopes for 
the program’s ability to 
reduce violence, which he 
said has been effective in 
other areas.

“I’m extremely optimis-
tic,” said Thompson.

In just the fi rst week of 
the initiative, Gooding said 
that a potentially violent 
situation was prevented by 
a violence interrupter.

“We’ve already had a 
couple success stories,” he 
said.

Interrupters enlisted to stem shootings

Senator Jeff Klein with the staff of SNUG program, Stand Up to Violence, based out of Jacobi Hospital. The program offi cially launched 
Saturday, August 2. Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce
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ter many other projects 
never made it through the 
pipeline.

“[Kresge’s] decision to 
invest in the Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center repre-
sents a ringing endorse-
ment of the contributions 
made to this project by 
civic leaders and the com-
munity,” said KNIC CEO 
Mark Messier, also a for-
mer superstar for the New 
York Rangers.

Still no signed 
lease

The positive news 
comes as KNIC, the proj-
ect’s developer, has yet 

to fi nalize its lease on the 
cavernous 750,000 square 
foot center with the city. 

The project still faces 
legal roadblocks. KNIC 
head Kevin Parker has 
been battling his former 
partners Jonathan Rich-
ter, Jeff Spiritos and Mar-
cus Wignell in dueling 
lawsuits over control over 
the project.

Construction cannot 
start on the ice center un-
til the lease with the city 
is signed. And the com-
prehensive community 
benefi ts agreement the de-
velopers signed — which 
includes paying every 
worker a “living wage” 

and building over 50,000 
square feet of community 
space — also does not kick 
in until the ink dries. 

Growing price tag
The ice project as 

a whole seems to have 
jumped in price, since the 
City Council approved it 
48-1 in 2013. Back then, 
the private investment 
needed to make the ice 
center a reality was said 
to be anywhere from $275 
million to $300 million.

In the press release 
KNIC and Kresge sent out 
Tuesday, the project’s ex-
pense had risen to $350 
million.

Out-of-town cash boosts ice project
From Page 1
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
Two more busy Bronx avenues 

are getting the city slowdown 
treatment.

And a new bill sponsored by a 
borough pol and signed into law 
by Gov. Cuomo over the weekend 
could mean lower speed limits for 
even more strips around the bor-
ough.

The city Department of Trans-
portation lowered the speed 
limit on five miles of Jerome Av-
enue, between 161st Street and 
Bainbridge Avenue, to 25 mph 
from 30 mph, on Friday, August 
1, as part of a citywide program 
aimed at reducing pedestrian fa-
talities. 

A stretch of Third Avenue be-
tween E. 138th and E. 183th streets 
will also see a speed limit drop to 
25 mph, in November, said DOT 
offi cials. 

Those thoroughfares now join 
much of the Grand Concourse and 
E. Gun Hill Road in being a city 
‘arterial slow zone.” DOT cites 
statistics that wide so-called ‘arte-

rials’ account for over 60 percent 
of pedestrian deaths, though they 
only make up 15 percent of the 
city’s mileage.

And the ‘slow zones’ aren’t the 
only speed-lowering measure in 
the pipeline.

On Saturday, August 9, the 
governor approved a law spon-
sored by Senator Jeff Klein that 
gives New York City the power 
to reduce the speed limit on any 
street to 25 mph.

Street safety activists praised 
the slowdowns as yet another step 
toward the goal of reducing traf-
fi c-related deaths entirely, called 
“Vision Zero” — an idea that orig-
inated in Sweden and has since 
been embraced by the DeBlasio 
administration.

“You don’t just put up a sign 
and expect everything to change 
right away,” said Caroline Saman-
poro, senior director at Transpor-
tation Alternatives.  “But by doing 
education, outreach and enforce-
ment, drivers will adjust.”

Five people were killed in traf-

fi c along Jerome Avenue from 
2008-2012, according to city sta-
tistics. Four people died on the 
stretch of Third Avenue set for a 
slowdown. 

Bronx elected offi cials are 
nearly uniform in approving the 
major thoroughfare slowdowns as 
a way to protect the borough from 
future fatalities. 

“I commend Mayor de Blasio, 
Commissioner Trottenberg and 
the Department of Transporta-
tion for making traffi c safety a top 
priority and for bringing this pro-
gram to several busy thorough-
fares in the Bronx, where slower 
speeds and enhanced traffi c en-
forcement will save lives,” said 
state senator Jeff Klein.

The local congressman who 
represents much of Third Avenue 
agreed. 

“The signage, signal timing, 
and speed limit changes that will 
occur along these busy thorough-
fares will help create safer neigh-
borhoods and a better quality of 
life for Bronxites,” said Congress-
man José Serrano.

More speed limit 
reductions en route

Jerome Avenue motorists are getting adjusted to a new speed limit on the west Bronx’s main strip. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Formerly conjoined twins Carl and Clarence Aguirre celebrated the 10th anniversary of their 
separation operation recently with the medical team that successfully separated and cared for 
them at The Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore (CHAM).  The twins had been joined at the head, a 
condition known as craniopagus twins. At the time, the operation was one of the fi rst success-
fully staged separations of craniopagus twins in the world.

TWINS CELEBRATE THEIR SEPARATION

Clarence, Carl and Arlene Aguirre with the Montefi ore Medical Center physicians who cared 
for them (l-r): Dr. David Staffenberg, former chief of Pediatric Craniofacial Surgery; Dr. Steven 
Safyer, president and CEO; Dr. James Goodrich, director, Pediatric Neurosurgery; Dr. Robert 
Marion, chief, Division of Genetics, Department of Pediatrics; Dr. Philip Ozuah, executive vice 
president, chief operating offi cer.&#xA; Photo courtesy of Montefi ore
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Center White Plains Hospital
Bronx Lebanon Hospital

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR267606 (1164818) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017

Frankie And Johnnie’s Pine Tavern Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale Ave, Bronx, NY 10462
Tuesday, August 26, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern
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