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Locked out at Pearly Gates

LOCKED OUT: Play time is over for San-
di Lusk who was peeved that city Parks 
and Recreation  staff has refused to 
let her youth program use the Pearly 
Gates park house this summer. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

BY BEN KOCHMAN
It’s anything but a smooth 

ride at these Pearly Gates.
The organizers of a popu-

lar Zerega kids summer pro-
gram at the Pearly Gates 
playground have thrown in 
the towel, after they say they 
were locked out of a vital 
room by the city Parks and 
Recreation Department. 

The Westchester Square 
Zerega Improvement Organi-
zation’s annual “mini sum-
mer play” program at the 

playground has been put on 
ice, because Parks refused to 
let the group use the park’s 
shed for storage and shelter, 
said organizer Sandi Lusk.

Parks goose chase
Lusk’s group had been 

given a permit to set up games 
for kids in the playground on 
four summer Saturdays. The 
group normally uses the park 
house to store arts and crafts 
supplies, board games, and to 
provide shelter for staff.

But on Saturday, July 26, 
Lusk says the group was de-
nied access to the park house 
at the playground.

Instead, she says she was 
led on a bureaucratic goose 
chase.

Finding no one at the play-
ground to open up the house 
for them, Lusk sought an-
swers at the nearby Owen 
Dolen Recreation Center in 
Westchester Square. A Parks 
staffer there then refused to 

Continued on Page 11

Leg Up Against Crime
Aya Jorge, 3, scoots around at the 45th Precinct’s National Night Out 
Against Crime event in Co-op City on Tuesday, August 5. For more photos 
from National Night Out events, see pages 6 and 7.

Photo by Alex Belisle

SENIOR 
HOUSING
A MAYBE
Pelham Grand has opt out clause

Mall at
Bay Plaza
to debut

-BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The long-anticipated Mall 

at Bay Plaza will be opening to 
the public on Thursday, August 
14.

Prestige Properties and De-
velopment Co., the owner and 
developer of the mall, will host 
a grand opening ceremony at 
9:30 a.m. at the entrance to the 
mall. When the ribbon is cut at 
10 a.m., the mall will open to 
the public.

Sam Shalem, chairman and 
CEO of Prestige Properties, 
said he thinks that Bronxites’ 
expectations of the mall will 
be exceeded in terms of design 
and store offerings.

“I think they will be 
shocked,” he said. “It’s really 
spectacular.”

It took more than two years 
and $300 million to complete 
the major addition to the Bay 
Plaza Shopping Center, origi-
nally built in 1988 by Prestige 
Properties.

“We appreciate the support 
of the community over the 
years, and I think they’ll be 
very happy,” said Shalem.

Community Board 10 dis-
trict manager Ken Kearns said 
the board is looking forward 
to the opening of the mall, and 
that one of the benefi ts is that it 
will give local residents access 
to different goods and services. 
“We are excited to see the qual-
ity stores being located in the 
mall,” said Kearns.

The mall, anchored by a new 
Macy’s and an existing JC Pen-
ney, will feature a wide range of 
national retailers, said Shalem, 
many of which are opening in 
the Bronx for the fi rst time. 
Mall tenants include H&M, Mi-
chael Kors, Forever 21, Ulta, 

Continued on Page 4

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Electeds are shining a ray of 

hope for an alternate senior hous-
ing plan for the Pelham Grand 
building in Pelham Bay. 

The long vacant hospital build-
ing, last fully used by Our Lady of 
Mercy Medical Center’s D’urso 
Pavilion, has been leased as of 
July 1 to ASCNYC (Allied Service 
Center), a group known for servic-
ing people with HIV.

But a letter of agreement be-
tween ASCNYC and the property’s 

landlord gives the building owner 
the option of opting out of the lease 
until the end of August, according 
to multiple independently-verifi ed 
sources. Local elected offi cials are 
advocating for two developers who 
are attempting to obtain funding 
for senior housing there, answer-
ing a Request for Proposals from 
the state Department of Health. 

Senior Housing Push
Senator Jeff Klein and Coun-

Continued on Page 4
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IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx Catholic 

community has some chal-
lenges ahead of it.

In September, Arch-
bishop of New York Car-
dinal Timothy Dolan will 
make decisions regarding 
the archdiocese’s pastoral 
planning initiative, “Mak-
ing All Things New.”

The decisions to con-
tinue, merge or close par-
ishes throughout the state 
come after a long and 
thoughtful process that 
took over a year, said Arch-
diocese spokesman Joseph 
Zwilling. The process in-
cluded a self-evaluation of 
the parishes, discussions 
in parish “cluster” groups 
of three or four, and recom-
mendations from an advi-
sory panel.

The changes are neces-
sary to ensure the health 
of churches going forward, 
as the population of Catho-

lics in the city cannot sus-
tain the large number of 
churches, most built be-
tween 75 and 150 years ago, 
said Zwilling.

“We do expect there will 
be a number of parishes 
closing and merging, es-
pecially in the Bronx and 
Manhattan,” he said, al-
though there is no precon-
ceived quota the archdio-
cese is trying to meet. 

One local parish that 
might experience some 
changes is the St. Mary 
Star of the Sea parish on 
City Island. The parish has 
been recommended for a 
merger with Pelham Bay’s 
Our Lady of Assumption 
Church, but could retain 
the building as a worship 
center without a pastor-
in-residence, The Bronx 
Times reported in July.

Parishioners and church 
leaders are not happy about 
that recommendation, and 

the City Island Civic As-
sociation wrote a letter to 
Cardinal Dolan opposing 
the possible plan.

Monsignor Anthony 
Marchitelli of Our Lady of 
Assumption, which could 
be merged with St. Mary’s, 
said he had no feelings 
about the recommendations 
until decisions are made.

“I don’t see any reason 
to speculate on what may or 
may not happen,” he said.

St. Ann’s Church in Nor-
wood has also been recom-
mended for a merger with 
nearby St. Brendan’s and 
parishioners are also up-
set. 

St. Ann’s Father Frank 
Scanlon could not be 
reached for comment.

Little Italy’s icon, Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel, could 
face changes as a result 
of the initiative as well, 
Father Eric Rapaglia told 
The Bronx Times in June. 

The church has been rec-
ommended to merge with 
nearby Our Savior parish, 
and although the Mt. Car-
mel building would remain 
open under the plan, there 
could be a name change 
and a loss of the “Italian 
National Parish” distinc-
tion, said Rapaglia at the 
time.

Rapaglia said that while 
a handful of vocal parish-

ioners oppose any change, 
he felt the majority of peo-
ple are okay with changes 
that could strengthen the 
church.

“There are a good num-
ber of people that are just 
happy we are not closing,” 
he said.

Zwilling said the arch-
diocese would not reveal 
or discuss parish recom-
mendations until Cardinal 

Dolan makes his decision. 
But after the decisions are 
made, the archdiocese will 
work close with parishes 
in transition to help them 
through the emotional 
time.

“We’re aware this is go-
ing to be diffi cult,” said 
Zwilling. “If we want the 
church to continue to thrive 
and continue its mission we 
have to take action.”

Catholic parish mergers 
are in planning stages

St. Mary Star of the Sea Catholic Church on City Island could be merged with Pelham Bay’s Our Lady of 
Assumption Church as part of the archdiocese’s “Making All Things New” program. 
  Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
This Throggs Neck 

house just might be too 
thin after all.

Construction has 
halted on a proposed two-
family home slated for 
Revere Avenue, as the 
city has updated its tem-
porary stop-worker or-
der, issued in late July, 
to a permanent stop-work 

order.
The city Department 

of Buildings says con-
struction on the planned 
home at 848 Revere Ave-
nue cannot start up again 
until an architect sub-
mits plans that follow the 
site’s current zoning.

Too thin, or not 
too thin?

New rules created in 
a 2003 “downzoning” of 
the area require any new 
house built in that area of 
Throggs Neck to be on a lot 
at least 25 feet wide. Two-
family homes must have at 
least three off-street park-
ing spots and an eight-foot 
sideyard.

But plans submitted to, 
and approved by, the city 
in 2010 called for a 14-foot 
wide home on a 22-foot lot, 
with only two off-street 
parking spaces.

Even amid the city scru-
tiny, the property owner is 
vowing to fi nd a way to con-
tinue construction. He said 
his architect, Gino Longo, 
was working with the city 
to fi nd a way to have the 
project comply with cur-
rent zoning regulations.

“I want it resolved, and 
I want it to go forward,” 
said Anthony Iocovello of 
Throggs Neck-based Iocov-
ello and Sons. “We feel [the 
stop-work order] was done 

unjustly.”
Iocovello had received 

clearance from the city 
to build the home back in 
2010. The city now admits 
that whoever reviewed the 
plans back then was un-
familiar with the specifi c 
nuances of Throggs Neck 
zoning.

“The plan examiner 
that reviewed it either 
overlooked it or was not 
looking at it,” department 
spokesman Alex Schnell 
told the Bronx Times in 
July.

Work stalled until 
further notice

Construction had 
reached the top of the fi rst 
fl oor, before the order to 
stop work came down, Io-
covello said.

He added work was on 
a time crunch, since much 
of the construction cannot 
take place in the cold.

“You can’t set brick in 
the winter,” he said.

Neighbors are relieved 
that work has stopped 

on the narrow house. 
They’ve long charged 
that the house is too thin, 
and would overcrowd the 
street.

“It looks like a shoe-
box,” Denise Schumacher, 
who lives next door, told 

the Bronx Times in July. 
“There’s no room for it, 
and there never was room 
for it.”

The councilman who 
pushed for the area’s 
2003 downzoning is also 
cheering the construction 

freeze.
“This is a classic case 

of over development,” 
said Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca, who pushed for the 
changes back when he was 
district manager of Com-
munity Board 10. 

Revere Ave. thin house left in limbo

The proposed two-family house on Revere Avenue under scrutiny from the city is far skinnier than the 
homes around it. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

This is a classic 
case over 

development.
Jimmy Vacca

Councilman

BIG GARAGE SALE
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cilman Jimmy Vacca are 
advocating for an alter-
nate plan that needs to 
take shape in the next few 
weeks. 

Klein said that in May 
he was contacted by a se-
nior housing group, later 
identifi ed as Elderserve 
and Housing Bridge, who 
are now in the process of ap-
plying for state funds. The 
housing, if it comes to frui-
tion, would provide homes 
for “frail elderly” seniors, 
basically meaning seniors 
needing extra assistance to 
go about their daily living. 

“I think we have a month 
to convince the owner the 
property that this is the 
way to go,” said Klein of the 
frail elderly proposal.

Klein added: “We now 
want the community, as 
well as all of the elected offi -
cials who are there already, 
to be proactive and support 
this proposal.” 

“I am hoping that the 
owner exercises his oppor-
tunity to reconsider having 
senior housing at that site,” 
said Vacca. “This is what 
the neighborhood expected 
when the hospital closed.”

Vacca explained that 
after Our Lady of Mercy 
closed, the building at 1870 
Pelham Parkway South was 
leased to a developer who 
planned on senior hous-
ing, and began to adapt the 
space for wheelchair acces-
sible areas and wall rail-
ings. 

The Current 
Tenant 

Meanwhile, about a 
dozen people in a ASCNYC 
residential program were 
moved into the building in 
mid-July, said the organi-
zation’s CEO Sharen Duke. 
The non-profi t has leased 
the entire building with the 
exception of a small com-
mon area on the fi rst fl oor, 

the basement and an unde-
veloped 5th fl oor, she added. 
The lease is for three years 
with two options to renew, 
totaling nine years, she 
stated. 

Their plan, stated Duke, 
is to have 70 units for pro-
gram participants, one unit 
for a super, and an agency 
offi ce. 

The program is for sin-
gle adults, both men and 
women, who are primarily 
Medicaid eligible, she said. 

Her organization is re-
sponsible for all mainte-
nance at the building, and 
has a 24/7 security team, 
two members of which are 
from the local neighbor-
hood, she said. She also 
plans on using local vendors 
for some catered events, she 
said. Duke said she believes 
ASCNYC is bringing eco-
nomic opportunity to the 
community, and helping by 
fi lling a long-vacant build-
ing. 

ASCNYC will be hosting 
a community open house at 
the facility on Sunday, Au-
gust 24, she added. Tours 
will be given, and any fam-
ily that wants can receive 
a free 8”x10” self or family 
portrait. 

She and the landlord are 
both committed to making 

the “transition” a success, 
Duke said. 

“We are also going to 
be creating a community 
advisory council for the 
Pelham Grand, and we are 
going to be asking the com-
munity board’s assistance 
in identifying a couple of 
community members who 

may be interested,” she 
said. 

She added: “Truthfully, 
at the end of the day, this 
is a win-win for everyone,” 
said Duke. “It is a win for 
the community, it is a win 
for local businesses, and it 
is a win for the recipients of 
services.”

B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

 A
u

g
u

s
t

 1
0

, 2
0

1
4

   
  4

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2014 by Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a sub sidiary of 
News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Bronx 
Times Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, New York 10454. 

PUBLISHER: Laura Guerriero
EDITOR: John Collazzi

V.P. OF ADVERTISING: Ralph D’Onofrio
CLASSIFIED DIRECTOR: Amanda Tarley

General Phone: (718) 742-3397
By Mail: Bronx Times Reporter
900 E. 132nd Street
Bronx, NY 10454

NEWS
Fax: (718) 518-0038
E-Mail: bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

DISPLAY ADVERTISING 
Phone: (718) 742-3386
Fax: (718) 518-0038
E-Mail: lguerriero@cnglocal.com

CLASSIFIED
Phone: (718) 260-2555
Fax: (718) 260-2549
E-Mail: classified@cnglocal.com

MEMBER:

Kay Jewelers, Victoria’s 
Secret, Gap, and Ameri-
can Eagle, among others.

“The Bronx doesn’t 
have these stores, so peo-
ple from the area go to 
Westchester or Manhat-
tan to spend their money,” 
said Shalem, adding that 
now that money will stay 
in the Bronx. 

“This area needed 
something like this, there 
was a hunger for it,” he 
said.

At the time of the 
grand opening, 71 per-
cent of the mall will be 
open for business, said 
Shalem, with more stores 
opening in the coming 
weeks. He said the mall 
will be 87 percent occu-
pied by the end of year, 

and he expects it to be 
completely occupied by 
summer 2015.

These nsew stores, 
along with four restau-
rants and a food court 
will create more than 
1,700 jobs, said Shalem, 
and many of these em-
ployees have already 
been hired.

“We are very happy 
with the expected eco-
nomic benefi ts associated 
with the mall, namely em-
ployment,” said Kearns.

Kearns said the only 
concern the community 
board has about the mall 
is with increased traffi c 
in the area. An increase 
of cars entering the shop-
ping center will be accom-
modated by the widened 
exit ramp off I-95, said 

Kearns, but board mem-
bers are worried that ex-
iting traffi c could affect 
Co-op City residents.

Shalem said that dur-
ing construction, three 
exits were added to the 
shopping center to allevi-
ate congestion.

“I can not tell you 
there will be no traffi c, 
but we did everything in 
our power,” said Shalem.

Kearns said the board 
will continue to work 
with the mall on traf-
fi c solutions as problems 
arise. And despite those 
concerns, Kearns said 
the board is glad to wel-
come the new mall into 
the community.

“It’s an exciting time 
to be in the Northeast 
Bronx,” he said.

A rendering of the entrance for the Mall at Bay Plaza, which will open Thursday, August 14. 
 Courtesy of Prestige Properties

Mall at Co-op City’s Bay Plaza will offi cially open on August 14th
From Page 1

The building at 1870 Pelham Parkway South was leased to ASCNYC, but the owner of the property still 
has an option to back out of the deal until the end of August. 
 Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Pelham Grand senior housing push
From Page 1



By Jaime Williams
One Bronx educational 

institution is celebrating a 
big milestone this year.

St. Catharine Academy 
is turning 125, and will 
commemorate the anni-
versary with a series of 
events starting this Sep-
tember.

The school was founded 
in 1888 by the Sisters 
of Mercy on West 152nd 
Street in Manhattan, and 
moved to the current loca-
tion in Pelham Parkway in 
1953.

Over the years, the 
school’s curriculum has 
adapted to the times, said 
school president Sister Pa-
tricia Wolf, but the mis-
sion of educating women 
in leadership and service 
has been constant.

“Some things change, 
but the basic core values 
do not,” said Wolf.

The school has shifted 
to emphasizing Science, 
Math, Engineering and 
Technology to encourage 

and enable the students 
to take advantage of op-
portunities in the grow-
ing fields. More  course 
options have also recently 
in art, said Wolf, because 
it can be applied to a wide 
variety of jobs.

These expanded 
choices give the students 
the chance to prepare for 
a wide variety of opportu-
nities open to them. And 
although women have 
many more options when 
they graduate today than 
in earlier years, Wolf said 
the school has always 
worked to give women the 
skills and spirit to fulfill 
their potential.

“Even those early 
alumni say they were en-
couraged to do what they 
want,” said Wolf.

The tradition of girls-
only education has also 
contributed to the long-
time success of the school, 
said Wolf. 

The female-driven en-
vironment means that the 

students can try things, 
take risks, and lead with-
out the pressure of won-

dering what male class-
mates might think.

“It’s like a leadership 

incubator for women,” 
said Wolf. “I’ve seen it 
over and over again.”

The foundation of the 
school is the strong com-
munity of alumnae, said 
Wolf, who will be wel-
comed back to St. Catha-
rine’s throughout the cel-
ebratory year. 

She hopes that by inter-
acting with alumnae span-
ning more than 50 years of 
St. Catharine’s education 
will inspire her students 
to continue carrying on 
the torch of traditions at 
the school.

There are four goals of 
the anniversary year, said 
Wolf. 

They are: to honor the 
gifts of Catholic Mercy 
heritage; to celebrate the 
pursuit of academic ex-
cellence, women’s leader-
ship, and service; to give 
witness to the contribu-
tions and achievements of 
alumnae; and to establish 
a firm financial footing for 
St. Catharine Academy.

“Each of our activities 
build on one or more of 
these goals,” said Wolf.

The year kicks-off with 
an Opening Liturgy and 
reception at the school 
on Saturday, September 
13. The school will host a 
Turkey Trot around the 
school building on Sat-
urday, November 29. In 
the spring they will host 
a “Makers: Women Who 
Make America” panel and 
discussion on March 21, 
and a Women of Distinc-
tion Gala Dinner honor-
ing alumnae on April 23. 
The year will close with 
a liturgy at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral on September 
13, 2015.

Wolf, who graduated 
from St. Catharine Acad-
emy in 1962, said she’s 
honored to be a part of all 
the celebrations. 

“It means the world to 
me,” said Wolf. “I’m very 
proud I’m an alum and 
president at the time of 
the 125th anniversary.”
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FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

St. Catharine Academy turns 125

St. Catharine Academy’s original location on 152nd Street in Wash-
ington Heights. The school was founded there in 1888. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Catharine Academy

SECURITY DRUGS
PHARMACY/SURGICAL SUPPLIES  ï DRUGS ï COSMETICS ï FRAGRANCES ïVITAMINS ï HEALTH & BEAUTY

Surgical Supplies
Wheel Chairs

Bath Rails

Hospital Beds 

Diabetic Supplies

5 cent copies

Doctors can call, fax,
E-Rx (3329554) or email us

www. securitydrugs.com

“In my twenty years 

happy to work for 
Security Drugs where 
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customers.”
Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 

Rph Pharmacist

FREE
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3250 3rd Avenue
Bronx, NY 10456
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We Now Accept WIC

Flu & Shingles 
Vaccinations

Available Here
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NIGHT OUT
Crowds of Bronxites turned out for 

the 31st annual National Night Out 

Against Crime on Tuesday, August 5. 

Local precincts hosted events that 

featured fun, food and entertain-

ment. The Bronx Times attended 

the 45th Precinct’s event in Co-op 

City, the 49th Precinct’s in Pelham 

Parkway, and the 52nd Precinct’s 

event at Williamsbridge Oval Park.

SHARE A DAY OF FUN

(1) Bronx District Attorney Robert Johnson speaks at the 
49th Precinct’s event in Pelham Parkway. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(2) Vic Sabatino of ‘Just Nuts’ entertains the crowd on the Pel-
ham Parkway Greenway. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

2

(3) Police Cadets Color Guard open the ceremony at the 49th 
Precinct’s Night Out event. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(4) Endri Muca, 8, challengers the rock climber at the 49th Pre-
cinct’s event. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(5) Krismarly Garcia enjoying every bit of her free cotton 
candy on Pelham Parkway. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(6) 52nd Precinct Offi cer Dinoia and Deputy Inspector David 
Wong man the grill. Photo by Edwin Soto

7

8

9

10

(7) The 45th Precinct’s event in Co-op City drew a huge crowd.
 Photo by Alex Belisle

(8) From l-r: Representative Thomas Messina for Congressman 
Joseph Crowley, Community Board 10 chair Martin Prince, and 
Community Board 10 district manager Ken Kearns at the 45th 
Precinct’s Night Out event. Alex Belisle

(9) At the 52nd Precint’s Night Out Against Crime held in Wil-
liamsbridge Oval Park are l-r: Kenny Agosto, Bronx Park East 
Community Association; Sallie Cauldwell, 52 Pct. Community 
Council, Assemblyman Victor Pichardo, Senator Gustavo Rivera, 
52 Pct. Inspector Offi cer Hofmann, and Councilmember Richie 
Torres. Photo by Edwin Soto

(10) Superhero characters at the 52nd Precinct’s event pose 
with Travis A. Haynes Jr., 6; Raine Haynes, 4; Leila Hawkins, 7; 
and Elijah Ortiz, 6. Photo by Edwin Soto
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Police released this still from surveillance video of a man who they 
say is suspected of rape. He was caught on camera near E. Trem-
ont Avenue and Meyers Street. Photo courtesy of the NYPD

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
More details have 

emerged from police about 
a rape in Waterbury-La-
Salle, with cops still look-
ing for the suspect as of 
press time. 

The New York Police 
Department is asking the 
public’s help in identifying 
the alleged rapist, who was 
caught on a security cam-
era wearing red sneakers 
and white medical scrubs 
on the morning of the at-
tack, roughly at 5:30 a.m. 
on Sunday, July 20. 

According to some peo-
ple, the suspect may have 
been wearing white be-
cause he had attended a 
“dress in white” event at 
one of the local bars. 

The Special Victims 
Unit is handling the case, 
and the suspect appears to 
be a black male, said a po-

lice source. 
The assault occurred 

at gunpoint, and more de-
tails have been released 
as to what exactly hap-
pened when the victim, a 
24-year-old woman, was 
approached just a few 
blocks from the Bruckner 
Expressway on the East 
Tremont Avenue thor-
oughfare.  

According to a police 
source, the victim was 
fi rst approached between 
Haskin and Meyers streets 
on the Hops side of East 
Tremont Avenue, not far 
from the cemetery. 

The victim was not put 
into a car, the source said. 

She was forced across E. 
Tremont Avenue and down 
Meyers Street, a dead end, 
a source close to the inves-
tigation confi rmed. 

There is surveillance 

camera footage of the sus-
pect that police have re-
leased.

Anyone with informa-
tion about this incident 
can call the NYPD Crime 
Stoppers hotline at 1-800-
577-TIPS (8477).

You can also submit 
your tips by texting them 
to 274637 (CRIMES). Text 
the tip and then enter 
TIP577.

To learn more about 
the program, visit NYPD 
Crimes Stoppers online at 
http://a056-crimestoppers.
nyc.gov/crimestoppers/
public/index.html

Wa t e r b u r y - L a S a l l e 
community activist Annie 
Boller, who is a member 
of the Waterbury-LaSalle 
Community Association’s 
board, as well as a board 
member of the 45th Pre-
cinct Community Coun-

cil, said that the police 
department needs to be 
given a freer hand to do 
more aggressive policing. 
There also needs to be 
more community involve-
ment, she said. 

“We need to be there 
for one another, and we 
are not,” she said. She 
called rape “every wom-
an’s greatest nightmare.” 

“Unfortunately, our 
neighborhood being the 
way that it is, we are not 
expecting it,” she said 
while speaking of the 
rape. 

“Women are just going 
to have to watch the shad-
ows,” she said.  

She also advocated for 
a return of more “cops on 
the beat,” or foot patrols, 
but said that as of yet, no 
additional resources have 
been allocated. 

Surgical gown rapist 
continues to be at large 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Councilman Ritchie 

Torres fi nds himself at 
the epicenter of “a public 
health crisis,” and is fund-
ing an innovative plan to 
address his concerns. 

Torres, a young coun-
cilman with a lot of energy 
and new ideas, says he has 
become the fi rst council 
member to have allocated 
$10,000 to the city Depart-
ment of Health’s Health 
Bucks initiative. 

Health Bucks provides 
$2 coupons for people to 
buy fresh fruits and veg-
etables at farmer’s mar-
kets. Local community 
organizations distribute 
the vouchers to the com-
munity. 

Like A Natural 
Disaster

In making the an-
nouncement of the bud-
get allocation on Tues-
day, July 29 at a farmers 
market just off the Grand 

Concourse near Poe Park, 
Torres likened the public 
health crisis of diabetes 
and obesity to a natural 
disaster. 

“Suppose for a moment 
that our city were struck 
by a natural disaster that 
cost our city billions of 
dollars and led to the loss 
of thousands of lives,” 
the councilman said at 
the announcement. “We 
would rightly consider 
that an emergency and 
we would mobilize re-
sources and respond. 
Well, here in the Bronx, 
we are at the epicenter 
of not a natural disaster, 
but a public health crisis 
that is costing our city 
billions of dollars and 
costing us thousands of 
lives.” 

The crisis of obesity 
and diabetes needs the 
kind of response like 
those given to natural 
disasters, indicated Tor-
res. 

It is impossible to live 
a healthier life unless 
you have the resources, 
and Health Bucks allow 

families to have the pur-
chasing power to buy 
healthy foods like fresh 
fruits and vegetables, ex-

plained the councilman. 

A Coalition 
Torres was joined by 

a coalition in making his 
announcement, including 
the League of Conserva-
tion Voters, Bronx Health 
REACH, the Mary Mitch-
ell Community Center, 
Union Community Health 
Center, GrowNYC, and 
the city Department of 
Health. 

“When our coalition 
came together more than 
a year ago, we wanted to 
tackle the big challenges 
facing this community, 
like hunger, access to sus-
tainable foods and mak-
ing our city greener and 
healthier,” said Marcia 
Bystryn, president of the 
New York League of Con-
servation Voters. “Health 
Bucks will make a real 
difference in this com-
munity by connecting the 
dots between healthy food, 
healthy New Yorkers and 

a healthy environment.” 
In an interview, Dr. Nel-

son Eng, the chief medical 
offi cer at UCHC, said that 
the Health Bucks program 
gives people the chance to 
purchase healthier food. 

“We are giving out cou-
pons and this gives them 
a chance to access green 
vegetables that they may 
not have tried because it 
is so easy for them to get 
processed foods,” he said, 
adding that coupons for 
items such as cookies are 
plentiful. 

Just coming to the 
farmers market is exer-
cise, he said. But Eng ac-
knowledged that changes 
to people’s habits are 
also required, and that is 
tough, he said. 

“Resources like Health 
Bucks are an innovative 
way for us, as providers, 
to get patients to try new 
fruits and vegetables that 
they would never had con-
sidered,” said Eng. 

Health Bucks can buy you happiness 

Youth from the Mary Mitchell Center and elsewhere express their 
support as Councilman Torres makes his annoucement. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
One local business im-

provement district has got-
ten some attention from 
city hall.

New York City Comp-
troller Scott Stringer vis-
ited the Westchester Square 
BID on Monday, August 4, 
to meet with business lead-
ers and tour the neighbor-
hood.

Stringer said he was im-
pressed with the 2-year-old 
BID’s knowledge and vision 
of the neighborhood.

“It’s really great to see 
a BID that has the pulse 
of the community,” said 
Stringer. “The leadership 
understands the economic 
challenges of the neighbor-
hood and the potential of 
the community.”

Stringer said it’s im-
portant to him to get out 

into communities and see 
how things function on 
the neighborhood level. He 
said his interest in small 
businesses is part of his 
role of the comptroller, or 
“auditor in chief” to root 
out waste and fraud within 
the city.

“When you’re doing 
that well, you protect small 
business,” said Stringer.

He said he also wants 
to foster cooperation and 
communication between 
city agencies and business 
communities.

“We’ve got to create part-
nerships that are ready to 
face the challenges of local 
business,” said Stringer.

The meeting and tour 
served as an introduction 
of the neighborhood to the 
comptroller, and members 
of the BID’s board of direc-

tors said they are looking 
forward to a  continued re-
lationship with the comp-
trollers offi ce. 

Board chairman John 
Bonizio said that one of the 
issues the BID wants to dis-
cuss is the need to be pro-
active rather than reactive 
in terms of infrastructure 
and other elements in a ris-
ing borough.

“It is our hope that by 
bringing to the attention of 
the comptroller issues that 
require foresight in our 
borough we will be able 
to control the economic 
boom,” said Bonizio.

A more specifi c prob-
lem Bonizio would like to 
see addressed is the use 
of parking spaces in the 
neighborhood by various 
government agencies. He 
said the vehicles take park-

ing spaces from the custom-
ers of local business and 
are not ticketed by traffi c 
enforcement issues, losing 
revenue for the city as well 
as the businesses.

“They’re robbing from 
the city of New York,” said 
Bonizio.

The parking issue is just 
one subject the BID plans to 
bring up with the comptrol-
ler’s offi ce in the future.

BID executive director 
Lisa Sorin said they are 
grateful for the initial visit 
and the opportunity of con-
tinued communication.

“We’re happy the door 
has been opened and we 
can submit suggestions 
and ideas to the comptrol-
ler,” said Sorin. “When City 
Hall takes an interest in an 
area like ours that is try-
ing to revitalize, it means a 
lot to us.”

Comptroller visits 
Westchester Square

NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer (center) tours Westchester Square with merchant John Bonizio and 
members of the business improvement district and staff from his offi ce on Monday, August 4. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

BY BEN KOCHMAN
One Bronx neigh-

borhood is on track for 
healthier living — be-
cause they have a new 
track to run laps.

City offi cials cele-
brated the opening of a 
new $6 million, 400-me-
ter running track and 
synthetic turf soccer 
fi eld in Soundview Park 
on Tuesday, August 5.

Borough brass on 
hand at the ribbon-cut-
ting said the new facil-
ity was well worth its $6 
million price tag. Resi-
dents of the city’s most 
unhealthy borough, 
and state’s unhealthiest 
county, now have more 
space to get in shape — 
with picturesque scen-
ery of the Bronx and East 
rivers as a backdrop.

Running to 
health

Offi cials hope the new 
facilities will help stem 
the Bronx’ boroughwide 
problem staying healthy. 

Bronx County fi nished 
as the state’s “unhealth-
iest county” in a state-
wide health study re-
leased this March by 
the March Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation. 

The borough also has 
the city’s highest rates 
for obesity, diabetes and 
asthma. 

“This beautiful park 
with its great views and 
new features promotes 
the active lifestyle that 
is needed by so many 
Bronx residents.” said 
Hector Aponte, the 
Bronx Parks borough 
commissioner.

Locals can run laps 
on the new rubberized 
track, and get fi t with 
adult workout equipment 
on the sideline. The fi n-
ished fi eld also includes 
new bleachers and lights 
for evening play. 

Serrano: More $$ 
en route

The project was 

mostly funded by a 
$5.5 million grant from 
the Bloomberg-era 
“PlaNYC” initiative 
aimed at improving city 
quality of life. The track 
and fi eld are part of the 
larger plan for Sound-
view Park that included 
baseball fi elds installed 
in 2008, and a playground 
that remains delayed, 
but which offi cials now 
say will open in 2015.

The area’s congress-
man, Jose Serrano, 
vowed at the ribbon-cut-
ting that Federal funds 
would be available to 
the park in its continued 
growth.

“Earmarks (Con-
gresional allocations) 
were turned into a bad 
word in 2008, but commu-
nities need earmarks,” 
said Serrano.

Soundview 
Olympics?

Besides the running 
track and soccer fi eld, 

the new facility also 
has areas designated 
for pole vaulting and 
triple jump.

Locals could use all 
of the park’s new ame-
nities to host a “Sound-
view Park Olympics,” 
pitting neighboring 
schools against each 
other in a series of 
events, said another 
elected offi cial at the 
track’s opening.

“We’re going to 
have trophies, with 
judges, and all of the 
schools involved,” said 
Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespo. 

Crespo said he 
would work to orga-
nize such an event 
with the local neigh-
borhood group, 
Friends of Soundview 
Park.

“We’re going to 
start a one-of-a kind, 
Olympic games right 
here in our commu-
nity,” he said.

Soundview on the healthy ‘track’ 

Congressman and jogging extraordinaire Jose Serrano is not nearly 
fast enough to keep up with these quick footed sprinters-of-tomor-
row. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Now could be your 

chance to boost your 
basketball skills with 
the experts.

The annual basketball 
camp at St. Raymond’s 
High School for Boys in 
Parkchester gets rolling 
August 18 to August 22.

And organizers are 
bouncing with excite-
ment about this year’s 
slate of activities.

“It’s competitive, but 
at the same time it’s a lot 
of fun,” said Jorge Lo-
pez, St. Raymond’s head 
coach and the head hon-
cho of this year’s camp.

Basic skill 
training

Players on the high 
school team will join Lo-
pez at the camp to help 
teach hoops fundamen-
tals — and help tackle 
the mental side of the 
game as well.

“It’s an opportunity 
to try and teach and 
mold these kids,” said 
Lopez. “A lot of players 

think all you have to do 
is push the ball into the 
basket. But we stress all 
elements of the game.”

The camp only lasts a 
week, but Lopez said he 
hopes campers will be 
able to use the lessons 
learned when they prac-
tice on their own time.

‘Truck’ in the 
house

And they’ll be joined 
by some special guests, 
who will watch some of 
the competitive games. 

Alumni from the St. 
Ray’s program who have 
gone on to play at Divi-
sion I schools will be on 

hand to help out and 
share stories.

Alums who are ex-
pected to attend this 
year’s camp include 
Daniel Dingle, who 
plays at Temple Uni-
versity, Kerwen Okoro, 
who plays at Rutgers, 
and Darryl “Truck” 

Bryant, who played at 
West Virginia before 
making a go at a pro ca-
reer in Europe.

Raising $$$ for 
program

The week-long camp 
costs $200. The money 
raised will go toward 

buying the program a 
new scoring table, as 
well as new chairs, said 
Lopez.

Those new ameni-
ties would help give St. 
Ray’s games “ a real 
college feel,” said Lo-
pez.

“We’re trying to cre-
ate that kind of intense, 
competitive vibe,” he 
said. 

He added that all 
summer campers will 
be eligible for a free 
basketball clinic at the 
school in the fall.

Many campers re-
turn year after year. 
Some end up playing for 
the high school team.

Others stick around 
even longer than that.

“It’s not just a money 
maker, they make you 
feel like family,” said 
Joe Amelio, a former 
camper who now serves 
as an assistant on Lo-
pez’s staff. 

“That’s how I felt 
and that’s why I always 
came back.”

Basketball camp unites alumni for a good cause

The annual St. Raymond’s basketball camp, pictured last year, gets rolling once again on August 18. Courtesy Jorge Lopez

give her the keys to the 
house, because house 
access was not specifi-
cally listed anywhere 
in her permit.

Lusk said someone 
in Parks management 
reached out to her later 
to apologize for the er-
ror — but only after she 
had already canceled 
the camp for the next 
few weekends, and told 
her counselors to make 
other plans.

The Parks Press Of-
fice did not respond to a 
request for comment be-
fore our deadline.

$2 mil for what?
Dealing with the city 

has become an annual 
headache for the Zerega 
program. Last year, or-
ganizers said they had 
to beg staff at Owen Do-
len to let them into the 
park house, before fi-
nally getting access.

“Every year is an 
adventure, but at least 
those other years we 
ended up getting what 
we needed,” said Lusk.

The group is still 
holding an event at the 
playground on Saturday, 
August 16, for which it 
does not need access to 
the park house.

Camp organizers say 
the city miscommuni-
cation is bad news for a 
park with a dark past.

“When we started, no 
one would allow their 
children here,” said 
Lusk. “We don’t want to 
go back to that.”

They’re also peeved 
at what they charge is 
a lack of Park person-
nel patrolling the area, 
both during the camp 
and at other times.

The park was re-
cently renovated us-
ing $2 million in public 
funding.

“They spent all this 
money to fix up the 
park, and yet there’s 
no one there to watch,” 
griped Woody Brund-
age, who works with 
Lusk to organize the 
camp. 

Locked out at Pearly Gates
From Page 1

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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Thomas C. Bible

For Our Spanish Speaking Families

1-917-332-7073

RALPH SQUITIERI

718-823-7030
3176 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461

718-823-7030

RALPH SQUITIERI

Licensed DirectorLicensed Director

RALPH SQUITIERI JR.
Licensed Manager

AFFORDABLE CREMATIONS AND BURIALS
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