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Clock ticks
for Armory
merchants

Coasting On Haight Avenue

A ‘GRAND’
FOR HIV
TENANTS

Use for property surprises residents

Lindon Kukaj rode to the Haight Avenue Annual Block Party in style on 
Saturday, July 19. See more photos from the block party on page 7. 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Bronx parks will play stage 

this August when Dancing In the 
Streets launches a series of site-
specifi c performances called Danc-
ing Through the Bronx.

The 30-year-old organization 
specializes in innovative public 
performances, which it will bring 
to three Bronx parks over the 
course of several days.

“Free, adventurous perfor-
mances in unexpected places,” 
is how director Aviva Davidson 
describes the site-specifi c dances 
created to incorporate the environ-
ment.

Previously a city-wide program, 
Dancing in the Streets relocated to 
the south Bronx in 2011 and shifted 
its focus to promoting natural, ar-
chitectural, and cultural treasures 

of the Bronx through dance, said 
Davidson.

Dancing in the Streets in com-
mitted to putting down roots in the 
Bronx, said Davidson, and they 
have been building relationships 
with other local organizations. In 
the case of the Dancing Through 
the Bronx series, the locations 
were chosen based on the involve-

Choreographed dance artistry
showcased in Bronx parks

Bronx choreographer Ni’Ja Whitson 
Adebanjo at Wave Hill in Riverdale, 
where her pieces will be performed 
on Wednesday, August 13 as part of 
Dancing Through the Bronx. 
 Photo courtesy of Dancing in the StreetsContinued on Page 11

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Rumors that were swirling 

around Pelham Bay that a group 
known for servicing people with 
HIV has leased the vacant Pelham 
Grand building now appear to be 
true. 

It is a revelation that appears 
to have surprised both the com-
munity and elected offi cials about 
the eventual use of the long-vacant 
former Our Lady Of Mercy Hospi-
tal - Durso Pavilion.

Allied Service Center NYC con-
fi rmed Tuesday, July 22 that it has 

leased the building to provide sup-
portive housing for low-income in-
dividuals, and that about a dozen 
rooms were occupied in mid-July.

ASCNYC was one of four social 
service agencies that made presen-
tations to the Community Board 
10 Municipal Services Committee 
on May 13. At the time, the group’s 
representatives said that it did not 
plan to use City money.  

“Our supportive housing pro-
gram is saving New York City 
taxpayer dollars by leveraging 

Continued on Page 4

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Stay and bear a sky-high rent 

spike — or set up shop some-
where else.

Over a dozen businesses in 
the shadow of the Kingsbridge 
Armory facing drastic rent hikes 
in August were as of Wednesday, 
July 23 still mulling those bleak 
options.

The shops at 2-12 W. Kings-
bridge Road and 2643-47 Jerome 
Avenue — including a popular 
diner, gift shop and copy center 
— heard what choices were on 
the table at an emergency meet-
ing convened at Community 
Board 7 Tuesday, July 22.

Mulling move elsewhere
Staff on the board gave out 

a list of vacant sites in the area 
where the shops might be able to 
relocate. They also distributed a 
list of lawyers that could repre-
sent the stores for free in a poten-
tial dispute.

The Kingsbridge Road Mer-
chants Association, a coalition of 
the strip’s shops, was expected to 
meet later that week to hammer 
out a strategy.

If the shops do decide to leave, 
staff from the city Department of 
Small Businesses said at Tues-
day’s meeting that they would 
provide free legal help and work 
with local business improvement 
districts to help fi nd the shops 
new leases somewhere else.

Property owner horror 
stories

But for now, the stores in the 
Armory’s shadow are still un-
sure of their next move.  

The only thing they agree on 
for sure is that they are fed up 
with their dealings with Levites 
Realty Management,  the Yon-
kers-based real estate company 

Continued on Page 4
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
A thin house being built 

in Throggs Neck is now on 
thin ice.

The city has put the ki-
bosh on a skinny planned 
home on Revere Avenue 
until it gets the skinny on 
whether the Department of 
Buildings erred in approv-
ing the house’s design.

DOB says it will soon 
slap the property owner at 
848 Revere Avenue with a 
temporary stop-work or-
der, until the city reviews 
the plans of the two-family 
home currently under con-
struction on a 22-foot wide 
building lot.

Simply too thin!
New rules drawn up in a 

2003 “downzoning” — cre-
ated in response to com-
plaints that too much den-
sity would ruin the nabe’s 

City stymies too-skinny 
Throggs Neck house

residential character — re-
quire any new home built 
in the rezoned portion of  
Throggs Neck to be at least 
25 feet wide and provide  
eight feet of space between 
it and the adjacent home, in 
what is called a side yard. 
New two-family homes 
must have at least three on-
site parking spaces.

But plans for the new 
home approved by DOB in 
2010 and designed by ar-
chitect Gino Longo call for 
a mere 14-foot wide home 
with only two off-street 
parking spaces. The de-
signs do, however, comply 
with the most recent zoning 
by having an eight-foot side 
yard.

The councilman who 
pushed for the 2003 down-
zoning was shocked to hear 
that the city had approved 
a design he called “out-

dated.”
“This is a classic case 

of over development,” said 
Councilman Jimmy Vacca, 
who pushed for the changes 
back when he was district 
manager of Community 
Board 10. “We need to be 
using the most current zon-
ing. It’s 2014! This should be 
academic!”

City: Sorry, we 
messed up

The building’s owner 
was peeved to learn of the 
scrutiny surrounding the 
house, since the city had 
already signed off on the 
plans and given him a per-
mit to start construction.

“This is not something 
that we just came up with 
on our own,” said Anthony 
Iocovello of Throggs Neck-
based Iocovello and Sons. 
“ There has already been 

a full review, and we have 
met all of the city’s require-
ments. “

The Buildings Depart-
ment now admits that who-
ever vetted the plan back 
in 2010 approved it without 
understanding the specifi c 
nuances of Throggs Neck 
zoning.

“The plan examiner 
that reviewed it either over-
looked it or was not look-
ing at it,” said department 
spokesman Alex Schnell.

Neighbors were re-
lieved to hear that the city 
was fi nally coming around 
to what they have long 
charged was simply too 
skinny a house.

“It looks like a shoebox,” 
said Denise Schumacher, 
who lives next door. 
“There’s no room for it, and 
there never was room for 
it.”

Councilman Jimmy Vacca is demanding that the city put the 
squeeze on a super-skinny house being built on Revere Avenue. 
 Community News Group / Ben Kochman

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
One local camp’s alterna-

tive is giving kids a chance 
to get their hands dirty in 
the shadow of a 19th century 
mansion.

The Bartow-Pell Man-
sion Museum Adventures 
is a week-long summer pro-
gram based in the property’s 
children’s garden.

The program incorpo-
rates the mansion’s his-

tory while maintaining an 
outdoor focus for the small 
group of kids capped at 12, 
said museum director Ellen 
Bruzelius.

“It all gets wrapped to-
gether: the environment, na-
ture, history, architecture 
and fi ne arts, into a week-
long, very fun, diverse group 
of activities,” she said.

The programming var-
ies between three successive 

sessions in July, so some 
kids attend all three, said 
Bruzelius.

This summer’s activities 
included a lesson about bees 
from the makers of City Is-
land Gold honey and a visit 
with a horse from the Bronx 
Equestrian Center who was 
fed carrots plucked straight 
from the garden. 

There are craft projects 
like making boats to fl oat 
in the mansion’s fountain, 
a bird walk with the wild-
life manager of Pelham Bay 
Park, and role-playing as 
the Bartow family and their 
guests at a 19th century 
party.

And in addition to all 
these activities, each day the 
kids spend time in the gar-
den, tending to and picking 
plants.

The outdoor focus of the 
program is designed to help 
the kids, who come from the 
Bronx or nearby Pelham and 
Mount Vernon, get famil-
iar with nature they might 

otherwise not get exposure 
too, said Garden Educator 
and Adventures coordinator 
Lauren Gill.

“The goal is to give them 
a comfort level with being 
outside,” she said.

Caring for the plants 
gives the kids a great com-
bination of physical activ-
ity and introduction to the 
freshest form of food, said 
Bruzelius.

“For city kids to be able to 
pick peas and beans in a gar-
den and eat them, it’s pretty 
fabulous,” said Bruzelius.

The garden, which fea-
tures a wide range of vegeta-
bles including beets and rad-
ishes, as well as herbs and 
edible fl owers, is also a natu-
ral way to promote healthy 
eating, said Bruzelius. The 
kids eat the fresh vegetables 
off the plant in addition to 
getting cooking lessons. 

“It makes them inter-
ested in what they’re putting 
in their bodies,” Bruzelius 
said about the experience.

One camper particularly 
enjoyed the “farmers mar-
ket” the kids put on for their 
families at the end of the 
week

“It was just fun getting 
to bring some plants home,” 
said Jonah Sherbansky.

Another camper, Tyler 
Goncalves, is in his fourth 
year with the Adventures 
program and hasn’t gotten 
bored yet. He said he loves 

the gardening and getting to 
know the plants.

“Each year I learn a little 
more than the year before,” 
he said.

Bruzelius said she loves 
to see the number of kids 
who enjoy the program 
enough to come back year 
after year.

“I don’t think you can 
have any better endorsement 
than that,” said Bruzelius.

Summer fun at Bartow-Pell Mansion

Noelia Almonte, Lorelei Woodruff and Sophia Tavarez check out the 
edible fl owers in the garden. Community News Group / Jaime Williams

Carolyn Dudek shows off a radish to garden educator Lauren Gill 
and museum director Ellen Bruzelius at the Bartow-Pell Mansion 
Museum Adventures summer program. 
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Jai Perumal, MD
Director at Nyack Hospital MS Center
Weill Cornell MS Center

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR264653 (1160585) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017

Amy Ruth’s Restaurant, 113 West 116th street, Harlem, NY 10026 
Tuesday, August 5, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern



that sent them notices in 
early July announcing the 
rent hike.

The stores say they had 
been stymied in their at-
tempts to get long-term 
leases ever since a new 
property owner — identi-
fi ed in city records only 
as New Kingsbridge LLC 
— took over the building a 
few years ago.

All of the mom-and-pop 
shops are directly across 
the street from the long-
dormant Armory, which 
city offi cials announced 
in 2013 would be developed 
into the world’s largest ice 
skating complex, bringing 
thousands of visitors a day 
to the area.

One storeowner said 
that Levites Realty told 
him that even if he came 
up with the newly hiked 

rent, the new owner would 
not want to keep them in 
the building.

“He told me, no mat-
ter what, he’s not giving 
me a lease,” said Ahward 
Narine of Pace Copy Cen-
ter, who recently received 
notice that his rent would 
rise from $1785 to $4000 in 
August.

Holding out for a 
meeting

Levites have yet to re-
spond to calls from this 
newspaper, and did not 
show at Tuesday’s meeting 
after being invited. 

But the board’s chair-
person said she still held 
out hope that the new 
owner would be willing to 
meet with them and nego-
tiate.

“We need to sit down in 
a room with the owner and 

discuss what is feasible,” 
said Adaline Walker-San-
tiago, chairperson of Com-
munity Board 7. “Maybe 
raise the rent 20, 30, per-
cent, something they can 
manage.”

Big $$$ in poor 
nabe

While the current busi-
ness owners in the area 
continue to sweat it out, the 
new property owner has al-
ready put the commercial 
site on the lease market for 
some of the highest prices 
in the borough.

A listing on the web-
site loopnet.com for the 
property — advertising a 
“prime corner location” — 
is asking $100 per square 
foot.

That’s far over the me-
dian commercial rent in 
the borough, though not 

as high as in nearby Ford-
ham Road, where some 
rents run as high as $200 
per square foot.

The Kingsbridge Road/

Jerome Avenue property 
as a whole is 19,000 square 
foot — meaning such a deal 
would net the new owner 
$1.9 million in annual rent.

And all in a community 
which, according to U.S. 
Census Bureau statistics, 
has a median income of un-
der $33,000 a year.

federal resources,” stated 
Sharen Duke, executive 
director and CEO of ASC-
NYC. “The program will 
create jobs by tapping local 
businesses. And, most im-
portantly, we’re giving vul-
nerable New Yorkers a sec-
ond chance to reclaim their 
health and their lives.” 

Locals respond 
Joe Oddo, treasurer of 

the Pelham Bay Taxpayers 
Association, said that he 
was notifi ed recently by the 
landlord, Moujan Vadhat, 
that the building had been 
leased to a social service 
provider. He said he was 
not told which one, but that 
based on what Vadhat said 
about the lessee, he believed 
that of the four that made 
the presentation to CB 10, it 
had to be ASCNYC. 

He added that he had 
contacted ASCNYC, and 
asked them to meet with the 

community, at which point, 
they scheduled a meeting 
with just him. 

As of press time, he 
wasn’t optimistic about the 
community’s response. 

“My gut feeling is if they 
go into the building and it 
is not a spectacularly run 
operation, it is going to be 
a negative for the neighbor-
hood,” he said. “Even if it 
is a spectacularly well-run, 
some people are just not go-
ing to want to be near it.”

When it seemed probable 
that ASCNYC had leased 
the building, newly elected 
CB 10 chairman Martin 
Prince said that the board 
would work with both the 
social service provider and 
the community, and ease 
any reservations the com-
munity had about the situ-
ation. 

“Whoever comes into 
the community needs to 
work with the community 
using their resources to be 

good neighbors,” he said.  

Electeds respond 
Several different plans 

had been fl oated for the 
vacant building as it ap-
peared the landlord was 
getting ready to lease, in-
cluding senior housing 
and housing for veterans.  

“It is unfortunate that 
the landlord and this or-
ganization moved ahead 
with this project without 
notifying local elected of-
fi cials and community 
leaders,” said Senator Jeff 
Klein. “However I am still 
confi dent that the poten-
tial for 1870 Pelham Park-
way South to stand as a se-
nior housing development 
still exists if we work to-
gether moving forward. I 
will continue to fi ght for 
an alternate plan that in-
corporates the concerns 
and wishes of the commu-
nity,”

Councilman Jimmy 

Vacca said: “For years, 
we sought to have se-
nior housing or assisted 
living housing for the 
elderly here. Even an 
elementary school was 

proposed for this site. 
If the rumors I hear are 
true, then the promises 
we heard for years will 
have been broken, and a 
need our community has 

will not have been met. 
We need to know why 
this building cannot be 
used for senior housing, 
as was intended since it 
closed as a hospital.” 

B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

 J
u

ly
 2

7
, 2

0
1

4
   

  4
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2014 by Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a sub sidiary of 
News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Bronx 
Times Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, New York 10454. 

PUBLISHER: Laura Guerriero
V.P. OF ADVERTISING: Ralph D’Onofrio
CLASSIFIED DIRECTOR: Amanda Tarley

General Phone: (718) 742-3397
By Mail: Bronx Times Reporter
900 E. 132nd Street
Bronx, NY 10454

NEWS
Fax: (718) 518-0038
E-Mail: bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

DISPLAY ADVERTISING 
Phone: (718) 742-3386
Fax: (718) 518-0038
E-Mail: lguerriero@cnglocal.com

CLASSIFIED
Phone: (718) 260-2555
Fax: (718) 260-2549
E-Mail: classified@cnglocal.com

MEMBER:

Pelham Grand use suprises residents

The “For Lease” sign at the former hospital building at 1870 Pelham Parkway is no longer there, and 
the building apparently has been occupied.  Community News Group / Photo by Patrick Rocchio

From Page 1

Clock ticks for Armory merchants

Local business owners near the Kingsbridge Armory facing huge rent hikes convened for an emer-
gency meeting on Tuesday, July 2 at Community Board 7 in hopes of fi nding a way to somehow stay in 
the neighborhood. Community News Group / Ben Kochman

From Page 1
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A coalition of community 

organizations discussing 
ways to deal with increased 
traffi c congestion may have 
made an impact on a major 
city study of the Hutchinson 
River Parkway. 

An advocacy group call-
ing themselves the Inter-
Association Traffi c Steering 
Committee, made up of local 
leaders and community asso-
ciations, have been working 
independently along with 
Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce for 
several months to develop so-
lutions to resolve an expected 
traffi c nightmare once new 
construction of malls and 
other projects along the 
Hutch are completed. 

The group’s recommen-
dations, based on their ex-
periences living and work-
ing in communities along 
the Hutch from Co-op City 
to Ferry Point, were made 
known to the Department 
of City Planning at a recent 
meeting of an advisory com-
mittee for the Hutchinson 

Hutch traffi c study plans delayed 
River Parkway Transporta-
tion Corridor Study. 

Now it appears that DCP 
is listening, revising the re-
lease date for the fi nal report 
from July to late summer or 
early fall so that they can 
consider additional stake-
holder input.

“We have received sub-
stantial comments that we 
are working to address, 
some of which require co-
ordination with other agen-
cies,” said a DCP spokesper-
son. “We are hopeful that the 
report will be released in late 
summer/early fall.” 

Development Galore 
The Hutchinson River 

Parkway study is being done 
to come up ways to limit the 
effects of 10 planned and pro-
posed developments, includ-
ing three new malls and a ho-
tel. Jeff Klein cheered DCP’s 
openness. 

“With so much new de-
velopment on the horizon, 
there is no doubt that serious 
consideration must be paid 

to traffi c mitigation,” said 
Klein. “That’s why my offi ce 
is committed to facilitating 
communication amongst 
the community and city and 
state agencies so that a nu-
anced, effective plan can be 
put into place ahead of time. 
DCP’s willingness to incor-
porate community concerns 
and suggestions is critical to 
developing a balanced traffi c 
plan and I will do everything 
possible to further support 
this collaboration.”

Collaboration 
Ongoing 

The situation is compli-
cated because building the 
new infrastructure that the 
community wants would in-
volve the federal, state, and 
local governments, as well as 
the acquisition of privately 
held land, said Arlene Grauer 
of the steering committee.

“It is really great that 
City Planning appears to 
have taken us seriously,” 
said Grauer, adding that the 
group is cautiously optimis-

tic. “We are very happy that 
they have gone back to the 
drawing board.”

Frank Vernuccio, who 
represents the Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association on 
the committee, stated in an 
e-mail that he was encour-
aged that DCP was not going 
along with a July rollout of 
the plan. 

“Their concepts were 
completely inadequate, and 
indeed counterproductive,” 
he stated. “A long range 
plan must include extensive 
work including new on/off 
ramps, increased lanes, etc. 
Immediate plans should in-
clude additional express bus 
service (especially to Man-
hattan’s west side) from the 
new malls, the East Tremont 
business district, and Co-op 
City, as well as better local 
bus service.” 

According to members, 
other suggestions the com-
mittee made to DCP include 
improved access to the 
Hutchinson Metro Center, 
expanding Bassett Avenue to 

The circled area is part of the Hutchinson River Parkway Transpor-
tation Study. The DCP is taking further time to consider community 
input. Photo courtesy of the Department of City Planning

Pelham Parkway, redesign-
ing the Pelham Parkway clo-
verleaf, better truck traffi c 

enforcement, and changing 
access to the parkway’s ser-
vice road in Ferry Point.   
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
The Bronx’s new health hub 

got even healthier.
Affi nity Health Plan has 

signed a lease to move into 95,000 
square feet of offi ce space at the 
Metro Center Atrium — a massive 
mixed-use complex nearing com-
pletion at Pelham Bay’s Hutchin-
son Metro Center. The low-income 
insurance provider will be the 
Atrium’s largest tenant after it 
completes its move from its head-
quarters at 2500 Halsey St.. Affi n-
ity joins a legion of healthcare ten-
ants at the complex, which is part 
of the larger, 42-acre Hutch Metro 
Center offi ce park.

Montefi ore Medical Center, 
Calvary Hospital, Fresenius 
Medical Care North America and 
Hanger Prosethetics are among 
the healthcare tenants that have 
already signed leases at the 
Atrium.

And the developer says he’s not 
surprised that yet another health-
care company has chosen to lay 

down its roots at the Hutch.
“The Metro Center Atrium 

has emerged as the premier lo-
cation for healthcare companies 
and medical practices looking 
for state-of-the-art space in a con-
venient and central location with 
fi rst-class amenities,” said Joseph 
Simone, of Simone Development.

The Atrium, after it clears its 
review process with the Depart-
ment of Buildings, will bring 
together many healthcare ten-
ants who before were scattered 
throughout the borough. The 
health organizations are attracted 
by the amenities at the site, as well 
as the suburban levels of parking, 
said one member of the develop-
ment team.

“We knew there was a need for 
medical practitioners to relocate 
to a full-service complex,” said 
Joe Kelleher, president of Simone 
Metro Properties. “And here, with 
the ease of coming and going, 
there’s nothing like it.”

Doctors and patients will cer-

tainly have plenty to do before and 
after appointments. The Atrium 
also includes a 1,500 square-foot 
Dunkin Donuts on the ground 
fl oor, and a 50,000 square-foot LA 
Fitness health club long-delayed 
but set to open any day now. 

The facility will also host the 
borough’s fi rst Marriott Inn hotel. 
Simone will also be announcing a 
“family-style” restaurant opening 
at the Atrium, as soon as the lease 
is fi nalized.

The 370,000 square foot Atrium 
also includes a Children’s Corner 
day care center.

It’s all a far cry from what the 
site looked like in 2001, when Si-
mone fi rst snapped up the land, 
which was once an abandoned 
mental health treatment center.

Now the Hutch hosts the 
460,000 square-foot 1200 Waters 
Place building, the nine-story 
Tower One next door, the Atrium, 
and a 280,000 square-foot offi ce 
park called Tower Two, which is 
currently under development.

Hutch Metro Center 
inks health tenant

The Atrium at the Hutch Metro Center has found its fl agship tenant - a 95,000-
square-foot headquarters for insurance provider Affi nity Health. 
 File Photo

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Throgs Neck Little 

League’s 12U Allstars (12 
and under) team is really 
on a tear.

The District 22 team 
defeated a powerhouse 
team from the South 
Shore of Staten Island 8-1 
to win Section 5 of the Lit-
tle League Tournament, 
which covers New York 
City and Nassau County, 
on Thursday, July 17. 

They have now moved 
on to the New York State 
Little League Baseball 
Tournament in upstate Ci-
cero, New York, where the 
early results as of press 
time have been equally as 
good. 

According to TNLL 
president Frank Eisele, 
the Throgs Neck All Stars 
defeated a team from 
Whitestown, N.Y., near 
Syracuse N.Y. by a score of 
7 to 1 on Monday, July 21. 

Then, on Tuesday, July 
22, they defeated another 

team from the Buffalo, 
N.Y. area 5 to 3 behind two 
home runs, said Eisele. 

“It is nice to see our 
boys are doing well,” he 
said, adding the parents 
are excited. “One of our 
mom’s streamed the game 
live.” 

Parents and boosters 
are getting behind the 
boys from the Bronx, and 
team manager Mike Han-
gan said that it was a team 
effort all the way. 

“It is not a one-man 
show,” he said. “It is all 
about the team playing to-
gether and working hard 
for the same common goal. 
It is a team sport.” 

He said that the team 
was confi dent. 

“The team is ready to 
go play,” said Hangan. 
“They are not afraid of 
anyone, and they are con-
fi dent that they are going 
to be able to defeat any-
body.”   

It was the fi rst time 

since 1967 that a team 
in the Distict 22 12U age 
range, which covers the 
east Bronx, has gone this 
far in the little league 
tournament baseball, said 
Hangan. 

The last time that hap-
pened was with another 
Throgs Neck Little League 
team that three years 
later, in 1970, went to the 
fi nals of the little league 
World Series, said Eisele.

The Little League 
World Series is held every 
year in Williamsport, PA. 

Hangan said that he 
was congratulated by the 
manager of the 1967 team 
Joe Routan.

“He said go get ‘em and 
beat my record,” said Han-
gan, who lives in Throggs 
Neck and who said he has 
been with the TNLL for 
about 10 years.  

Hangan sees the 
strengths of his team as 
pitching and power hit-
ting. 

“The believe, they 
work very hard, and they 
are not afraid of anybody,” 
he said.

Update: The Throgs 

Neck Little League 

team is advancing to the 

semi-fi nals of the State 

Tournament. They will 

play a team from Wap-

pingers Falls, New York 

on Thursday, July 24.

Throgs Neck LLers on a tear in upstate NY

The team celebrates winning the New York Little League’s Section 5 championship.  
 Photo courtesy of Donna Colon
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(Above) Friends and family of event organizer Lorena Giannotti put their hands in 
the air, like they just don’t care, at  Haight Avenue’s annual block party. 

State Senator Jeff Klein with event orga-
nizer Lorena Giannotti. Laura Stone

John Bennett and Daleek Chambers fi re up the 
grill. Photo by Laura Stone

Christine Johnson bests her brother James with 
superior basketball skills. Photo by Laura Stone

Toddler Arianna O’Grady was dressed to impress. 
 Laura Stone

Morris Park was a-rocking Saturday, July 19 at the annual Haight Avenue block 
party. Locals served up Italian ices and barbeque, while a neighborhood band 
provided some live music. The event’s purpose is to promote neighborhood 
unity, and to have a good time doing it. So kick back, Bronxites, and relive the 
peaceful summer afternoon in this tight-knit neighborhood through our excel-
lent photos!
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
Welcome back to the no-

car — and all fun — zone. 
A popular Bronx street 

party tradition nixed un-
der Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
is coming back —albeit in 
a smaller form — to the 
Grand Concourse for three 
Sundays in August.

The middle lanes of 
the Grand Concourse be-
tween E. 165th and E. 167th 
streets will shut down for a 
few hours to car traffi c for  
“Boogie on the Boulevard” 
on August 3, 10 and 17.

Blast from the past
Part block party, part 

street festival, the event is 
drumming up memories of 
the original Boulevard Boo-
gie, which shut down three 
miles of the Grand Concourse 
to car traffi c on summer Sun-
days in the early 1990s. 

Former borough presi-
dent Fernando Ferrer en-
gineered those original 
car-free-Sundays, before 
the event was axed in 1996 
under Giuliani. Ferrer’s 
successor, Adolfo Carrion, 
brought the event back on a 
trial basis in 2006, but it pe-
tered out soon after.

Now, revelers will have 
the chance to set up chairs 
and hang out on the black-
top from 10 a.m to 3 p.m. in a 
stress-free environment. 

Locals join forces
And organizers have 

big plans for how to use the 
space, including setting 
up art installations, music 
performances and serving 
food.

“It’s not just about cars 

Car(e)-free Grand 
Concourse returns

They’re taking back the streets!: A group of Bronxites, led by Trans-
portation Alternatives and the Bronx Museum, will close a stretch 
of the Grand Concourse to traffi c and hang out on August Sundays.
 Photo by Edwin Soto

moving back and forth,” 
said Hatuey Ramos-Fermîn, 
curator of education at the 
Bronx Museum of Arts. 
“There are so many other 
things that we can do here.”

The Bronx Museum is 
co-sponsoring the 2014 ver-
sion of car-free Sundays 
with pedestrian-friendly ac-
tivist group Transportation 
Alternatives, who started a 
petition to bring the tradi-
tion back in late 2013.

Since then, a coalition of 
local businesses and lead-
ers has joined the push, and 
the local 44th Precinct has 
given its stamp of approval.

“This is a great way to 
bring the community to-
gether,” said Community 
Board 4 district manager 
Jose Rodriguez, whose 
board voted 27-1 in January 
to approve the event.

The Borough of 
Walks

The city Department of 
Transportation approved 
the “Boogie on the Boule-
vard” as one of its “Week-
end Walks” programs, 
which close down commer-
cial streets to host public, 
pedestrian-friendly events. 

Other Weekend Walks 
include one to be sponsored 
by the Pelham Bay Mer-
chants Association on Sat-
urdays August 16 and Au-
gust 23, on Buhre Avenue 
between Crosby and Jarvis 
avenues.

That street party will 
include a rock climbing 
wall and karate and dance 
classes, as well as back-to-
school gift packs.

The Westchester Square 
Business Improvement 
District also held its own 
Weekend Walk, on Lane Av-
enue between E. Tremont 
and Westchester avenues 
for two Saturday nights in 
June.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Target is open! 
While constructiion 

at the Throggs Neck 
Shopping Center is mov-
ing towards a full open-
ing in time for the “back 
to school” season, its an-
chor store just opened.

Target, the large na-
tional retailer anchoring 
the complex at Lafayette 
Avenue and Brush Avenue, 
has a grand opening sched-
uled for Sunday, July 27. 

The store had an open-
ing celebration for com-
pany leadership on the 

evening of Tuesday, 
July 22, according to 
sources. 

Its “soft-opening,” 
a retail term basically 
meaning a dry run, is 
occurring from Wednes-
day, July 23 to Saturday, 
July 26.

Target opens in Throggs Neck

BY BEN KOCHMAN
This alleged petty thief 

picked the wrong Morris 
Park home to break into.

A retired police detec-
tive tracked down a bandit 
who he claims snuck into 
his Hone Avenue home and 
grabbed cash in the middle 
of the afternoon on Thurs-
day, July 17.

And he got a serious 
boost from a neighborhood 
watch group.

In a scene ripped from 
the pages of an action movie 
script, homeowner Henry 
Ruiz teamed up with the 
Morris Park Community 
Association’s civilian patrol 
to track down the alleged 
crook after a chase through 
the residential neighbor-
hood’s streets.

Shirtless scamper
Ruiz was sleeping on 

his couch just after 1 p.m 
when he claims a white 
male wearing a white shirt 
and black shorts entered 
his home on Hone Ave-
nue between Rhinelander 
and Morris Park avenues 
through a window. The 
miscreant then allegedly 
grabbed some cash from a 
nightstand, before knock-
ing it over — waking the re-
tired NYPD detective from 
his slumber.

The alleged scoundrel 
then hopped out of the win-
dow and took off down the 
street toward Rhinelander 
Avenue, said Ruiz.

The tattooed 20-year po-
lice force veteran hightailed 
it after the cash snatcher, 
who he spotted changing 
out of his white t-shirt into a 
black tank top at the street’s 
corner.

It was then that Ruiz 
spotted the familiar blue 
and white Morris Park 
patrol car, driven by vol-
unteers who cruise the 
neighborhood alerting the 
authorities to crime.

Ruiz — himself, wear-
ing just a pair of shorts — 
hopped into the back of the 
car. The volunteers on pa-
trol, who requested to stay 

Patrol nabs crook 
in broad daylight

NOT IN MY HOUSE: Retired NYPD detective Henry Ruiz, with a boost 
from the Morris Park Community patrol, chased down a bandit who 
allegedly broke into his Hone Avenue home last week. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

anonymous, started follow-
ing the alleged rapscallion 
down Rhinelander Avenue 
toward Paulding Avenue.

As the patrol car ap-
proached the man Ruiz 
says unlawfully entered 
his home, the man took off 
running. Patrol volunteers 
are instructed not to chase 
suspects, but Ruiz himself 
hopped out of the patrol car 
and chased down the al-
leged bandit.

The shirtless former 
fuzz scampered some fi ve 
residential blocks before 
pinning the pilferer down 
on Rhinelander and Mulli-
ner Avenues.

Neighborhood love
Ruiz says he could not 

have done it without the 
Morris Park volunteers.

“I cannot say anything 
bad about them,” he said. 
“They did a great job.”

The president of the com-
munity group that runs the 
patrols said he was glad to 
be of service.

“Our job is to look after 
people in our community,” 
said Tony Signorile, presi-
dent of the Morris Park 
Community Association. 
“And in this case, we did 
that.”

Cops at the 49th Precinct 
soon swooped in to make 
the arrest and charge the 
man with attempted bur-
glary. But not before Ruiz 
sent a parting message to 
the man he says broke into 
his home. 

“I told him don’t show up 
on this street again,” Ruiz 
recalled saying.
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A group of locals want to make 

it easier for man’s best friend to 
enjoy Pelham Parkway alongside 
their owners.

The Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association is pushing 
for a dog park on their neighbor-
hood’s greenway or in nearby 
Bronx Park East.

While the idea for a dog park 
on Pelham Parkway is not new, it 
was suggested again by a resident 
a few weeks ago and the associa-
tion decided to run with it, said 
vice president Andrea Siegel.

“We have wanted this for quite 
a while,” said Siegel.

She said that in the past few 
weeks over 100 people along Pel-
ham Parkway were asked for their 
opinion on the idea, and everyone 
responded favorably.

Association president Edith 
Blitzer said she has talked to her 
fair share of neighbors as well.

“A lot of them are dog owners, 
and they’re all for it,” said Blitzer.

One such dog owner is Pelham 
Parkway resident John Batista, 

who has a French Papillon and Si-
berian Husky puppy.

At the moment, the closest dog 
park to Batista is in Pelham Bay 
Park.

“It’s not convenient,” he said. 
“I have to pack up two dogs and 
drive.”

He’d like to have a place for 
his dogs to run around in his 
own neighborhood. The benefi ts 
of a dog park include keeping the 
animals socialized and well-man-
nered as well as healthy, said Ba-
tista.

In addition to wanting to give 
his dogs more exercise, Batista 
said he likes the idea of the park 
as a gathering place for dog lovers 
and a way to meet his neighbors.

“When everybody gets to know 
each other, it’s better for the com-
munity,” said Batista.

Blitzer agrees that the dog 
park could strengthen the neigh-
borhood by functioning as a meet-
ing place.

“The community will get to-
gether, that’s what’s important,” 
said Blizter.

The proposed park is in the 
very early stages of planning, Sie-
gel said, and the association has 
reached out to the local council-
men, Councilman Jimmy Vacca 
and Councilman Ritchie Torres, 
for help. The park could go in ei-
ther the Pelham Parkway green-
way or Bronx Park East, depend-
ing on who can secure the funding 
or which location is determined to 
be more feasible. 

Although it will take some 
time, Siegel said she’s commit-
ted to seeing the project through 
to completion as a service to her 
neighbors.

“I will do whatever I can to see 
this succeed,” she said.

Push for canine run 
on Pelham Parkway

Sandra Martinez and her dog Benji 
take a break while walking along Pel-
ham Parkway, where community mem-
bers are pushing for a dog park.  
          Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Police are searching for a sus-

pect who they believe raped a 24-
year-old woman at gunpoint. 

The New York City Police De-
partment is asking for the public 
assistance in identifying a man 
who allegedly approached the 
victim near East Tremont Ave-
nue and Meyers Street and then 
sexually assaulted her.

The assault occurred at 
around 5:30 a.m. on Sunday, July 
20. The suspect was last seen 
wearing white medical scrubs 
and red sneakers, according to 
the NYPD. 

The Special Victims Unit is 
handling the case, The suspect 
is a male black, a NYPD source 
said. 

There is surveillance camera 
footage of the suspect that police 
have released. 

Anyone with information 
about this incident can call the 
NYPD Crime Stoppers hotline at 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477). 

You can also submit your 
tips by texting them to 274637 
(CRIMES). Text the tip and then 
enter TIP577.

Visit the NYPD Crimes Stop-

pers online at http://WWW.
CRIMESTOPPERS.COM    

A local leader in the Water-
bury-LaSalle community, where 
the assault occurred, expressed 
her dismay. 

“This is defi nitely outrageous 
and it calls attention to the fact 
that we need more police on the 
street,” said Mary Jane Musano, 
board member at the Waterbury-
LaSalle Community Association. 
“This is very scary.” 

Rape suspect sought 

Police released this still from sur-
veillance video of a man who they 
say is suspected of rape. He was 
caught on camera near E. Tremont 
Avenue and Meyers Street. 
 Photo courtesy of the NYPD

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Some City Islanders are 

concerned about a plan that 
could see the island’s Cath-
olic parish turned into a 
“worship site.” 

The St. Mary Star of the 
Sea parish has been recom-
mended for a merger with 
Pelham Bay’s Our Lady of 
Assumption Church. The 
recommendation was initi-
ated by an Arcdiocese-wide 
pastoral planning commis-
sion, “Making All Things 
New.” 

The recommendation 
still has to be approved by 
Timothy Cardinal Dolan 
when he makes his deci-
sions about the “Making All 
Things New” recommenda-
tions. This is expected in 
September. 

This would mean that 
a priest would not be sta-
tioned at all the times on 
City Island. 

Community Concerns 

Members of a “core 
group” that represented St. 

Mary’s, as well as parish-
ioners who wrote letters 
to the committees part of 
“Making All Things New,” 
expressed their desire to 
see St. Mary’s remain a full-
fl edged parish. 

“It would be very un-
fortunate for our commu-
nity of City Island not to 
have the Catholic Church, 
said Deacon Bill Mueller, 
who was representing the 
parish. “Whether you are 
Catholic or not it, is an in-
stitution.”

St. Mary’s is important 
for property values because 
some people like to live near 
a Catholic Church, said Mu-
eller. 

If the parish became an 
alternate worship site, as 
proposed, a priest would 
come on Sundays and pos-
sibly Saturday evenings to 
say Mass, and if requested 
on special occasions, like 
weddings and funerals, he 
added. 

Concerns would arise if 

a priest from Pelham Bay 
tried to reach City Island 
to give last rites, known to 
Catholic’s as Anointing of 
the Sick, and got stuck in 
the summer traffi c, accord-
ing to a letter from the City 
Island Civic Association 
to Cardinal Dolan and Fa-
ther John O’Hara, who is 
leading Making All Things 
New. 

“St. Mary’s represents 
the largest religious con-
gregation on City Island 
and serves many important 
functions to those of and 
beyond the Catholic faith,” 
read the CICA letter. “This 
includes food and clothing 
donations, youth program-
ming, athletics, and group 
therapy for those suffering 
from addiction. All of these 
programs are invaluable 
and have historically been 
administered under the di-
rection of a full-time resi-
dent pastor.” 

John Steine, who orga-
nized a letter writing cam-

paign to save St. Mary’s, 
said that St. Mary’s was 
needed because of City Is-
land’s isolation.

“Cardinal Dolan has 
received the recommenda-
tions from the Archdioc-
esan Advisory Group and 
the material prepared by 
the parish clusters,” stated 

Archdiocese of New York 
spokesman Joseph Zwill-
ing in an e-mail. “He will 
be spending the summer re-
viewing all the material be-
fore making his decisions, 
which will be announced 
sometime in September.  
There hasn’t been a deci-
sion reached and/or an-

nounced for any parish at 
this time.” 

Father Michael Chal-
linor, of St. Mary’s did not 
respond and Monsignor 
Anthony Marchitelli of 
Our Lady of the Assump-
tion Church is away on 
vacation and could not be 
reached.

Save St. Mary’s! 

Concerns have been voiced about the future of St. Mary Star of the Sea’s Catholic parish on City Island. 
 Photo by Patrick Rocchio





ment of organizations who 
wanted help bringing atten-
tion to certain areas.

One performance will be 
at Wave Hill in Riverdale; 
the second at Hayden Lord 
Park in Morris Heights, 
presented with Bronx Pro 
Real Estate Management; 
and the third at Owen Dolen 
Park in Westchester Square, 
presented by Bronx Acad-
emy of Arts & Dance and 
Westchester Square BID.

“We selected the partner, 
not the parks,” said David-
son.

She’s hoping to expand 
the organization’s com-
munity partnerships and 
continue the festival on an 
annual basis, and she feels 
that shining a spotlight on 
gems in the Bronx can help 
combat the borough’s stereo-
types.

“Our work can help 
change perspectives,” said 
Davidson.

The outdoor perfor-
mances will feature contem-
porary dance and hip-hop by 
a range of choreographers, 
including three Bronx na-

tives. 
Davidson said she hopes 

the festival will inspire peo-
ple and give the audience a 
signifi cant artistic experi-
ence.

“I hope they will be in-
troduced to a dance form 
they’re unfamiliar with,” 
said Davidson. “And that 
they have a good time, en-
joy it.”

Performances

6:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, August 13 at Wave 
Hill, with choreography by 
Larry Keigwin, Ni’ja Whit-
son Adebanjo, and James 
“Cricket” Colter. Presented 
in partnership with Wave 
Hill.

4:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
August 14, at Hayden Lord 
Park (1667 Andrews Ave 
S) with choreography by 
Larry Keigwin, Toni Renee 
Johnson, James “Cricket” 
Colter. Presented in part-
nership with Bronx Pro 
Real Estate Management.

2 p.m. Saturday, August 
16 at Owen Dolen Park with 
choreography by Larry 
Keigwin, Arthur Aviles, 
James “Cricket” Colter. 
Presented in partnership 
with BAAD! Bronx Acad-
emy of Arts & Dance and 
Westchester Square BID.

For more information, 
visit www.dancinginthes-
treets.org.
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Thousands of Bronxites 

will turn out across the 
borough for the 31st annual 
National Night Out Against 
Crime on Tuesday, August 
5.

The annual event was 
started in 1984 as a “lights 
on” campaign to demon-
strate against crime across 
the country, said 49th Pre-
cinct community council 
member Hazel Miura, and 
has since become a popular 
event that brings the com-
munity together with the 
police.

“The aim is to let crim-
inals know this is a com-
munity that won’t stand for 
crime, and that we support 
our local precinct,” said 
Miura.

The 49th precinct’s event 
will take place from about 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Pelham 
Parkway North at Wallace 
Avenue.

Miura said it’s one of the 
largest events in the bor-
ough, drawing about 5,000 
people over the course of 
the night.

In addition to police 
from the local precinct, the 
event will host representa-
tives from local organiza-
tions and city agencies who 
interact with residents.

“It’s just one day out of 
the year when everybody 
comes out,” said Miura.

There will be a bounce 
castle, slide, and climbing 

wall for kids, she said, and 
the event has a very family-
friendly, fun atmosphere. 
It’s also educational, with 
police and other agencies 
offering helpful informa-
tion for residents.

The neighboring 45th 
Precinct’s event will be sim-
ilar, with games, snacks, 
and tables with informa-
tion from a wide variety of 
agencies, said Community 
Affairs Offi cer Anne Marie 
Morrison.

The event starts at 6 p.m. 
on the Co-op City Section 1 
greenway, (entrance at 140 
Benchley Place), she said, 
and both youth and senior 

groups will put on perfor-
mances.

“There’s something for 
every age group,” said Mor-
rison.

And then after it gets 
dark, around 9 p.m., Mor-
rison said it’s all about the 
outdoor movies. This year’s 
choice is Iron Man 3.

The popular event in 
Co-op City usually draws at 
least 2,000 people, she said.

“It’s usually a very nice 
night,” said Morrison. “Peo-
ple love it.”

For information about 
other Bronx National Night 
Out events, call your local 
precinct. 

National Night 
Out on Aug. 5

The crowds gather for an outdoor movie screening in Co-op City at 
last year’s National Night Out in the 45th Precinct. 
 Photo by Alex Belisle

Representatives from the 45th Precinct at last year’s National Night Out Against Crime in Co-op City. 
 Photo by Alex Belisle

Bronx choreographer Toni Renee Johnson at Hayden Lord Park in 
Morris Heights, where her piece will be performed on Thursday, 
August 14. Photo courtesy of Dancing in Streets

Dance artistry in Bronx parks
From Page 1
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
to make  
new friends.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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