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Mr. Bronx
street

naming
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

“Mr. Bronx” is still receiving 
honors. 

The works and deeds of Bronx 
philanthropist, community ad-
vocate and businessman Elias 
Karmon, known for generations 
as “Mr. Bronx,” were recognized 
with the honorary renaming 
of the intersection of Thwaites 
Place and Barker Avenue, near 
where he lived in Pelham Park-
way, as “Elias Karmon Way” on 
Sunday, July 13. 

This is not the fi rst time Kar-
mon, a booster for many bor-
ough organizations, who passed 
away in 2008, has had some-
thing named after him. There 
are buildings throughout the 
borough aptly named after the 
generous contributor to so many 
Bronx causes.

The street renaming was inti-
mate. According to attendee Rob-
ert Nolan, a couple of dozen fam-
ily members and friends were 
present for the ceremony. 

Councilman Jimmy Vacca, 
who advocated for the street re-
naming in the City Council, 
joined with Karmon’s family to 
unveil the new street-overlay 
sign. 

“Elias Karmon devoted his 
life to the Bronx, and I think this 
tribute is the least we can do to re-
pay the favor,” said Vacca. “Now 
‘Mr. Bronx’ will be a part of the 
borough he loved forever.”

Vacca was joined in his senti-
ments by state Senator Jeff Klein 
and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj. 

“Elias embodied the best of the 
Bronx - kind, hard-working and 
generous of spirit, he inspired 
everyone who crossed his path,” 
said Klein. “While Elias Karmon 
will live on as a street in our com-
munity, his impact on the Bronx 

Continued on Page 4

Reading Day At Bronx YMCA

Photo by Laura Stone

Branden McCord (l) and Diego Guitierrez enjoy a picture book at the Bronx 
YMCA’s Summer Reading Day on Wednesday, July 9. Adult volunteers came 
out to read to the campers at the waterfront summer camp. 

BLOWIN
IN THE
WIND

City redraws hurricane zones
BY JAIME WILLIAMS

The height of hurricane sea-
son is upon us, and Bronxites 
should “know your zone.”

That’s the message from the 
Offi ce of Emergency Manage-
ment, who is urging New Yorkers 
to fi nd out if they live in a hurri-
cane evacuation zone since they 
have recently changed.

Hurricane evacuation zones 
were redrawn in 2013 and the 

“know your zone” awareness 
campaign was launched by the 
city for the 2014 hurricane sea-
son, said Nancy Greco Silvestri 
press secretary for the Offi ce of 
Emergency Management.

“We want all New Yorkers to 
be aware that zones have changed 
and what that means for them,” 
said Greco Silvestri.

The biggest change in the 

Continued on Page 4

Developer: LA Fitness will - really! - open

The LA Fitness set to open in the Hutch 
Metro Center  Photo by Silvio J. Pacifi co

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Bronx locals sweating it out 

over the delay of a much-antic-
ipated Bronx fi tness center can 
breathe easy, said the center’s 
landlord.

The developer of the building 
complex where LA Fitness was 
supposed to open last fall is vow-
ing that the workout chain will — 
fi nally! — open by the end of July.

LA Fitness will open in the 
Hutchinson Metro Center some-
time in “the next couple of weeks,” 
promised Joe Kelleher, president 
of Simone Metro Properties, the 
complex’s developer, in an inter-

view.

Snow causes delay
The building where LA Fitness 

is opening, a 370,000 square foot 
complex dubbed ‘The Atrium,’ 
has received a long-awaited cer-
tifi cate of occupancy from the city 
Department of Buildings, said 
Kelleher.

LA Fitness is leasing a 50,000 
square foot space in The Atrium, 
which will also host a Marriott 
Residence Inn, medical offi ces, a 
Dunkin Donuts and some restau-
rants.

Construction was halted on 

the massive complex during this 
year’s especially cold and wet win-
ter. The city approval process was 
then further delayed through a 
long wait to get the utilities set up, 
Kelleher said.

LA Fitness has had its exer-
cise equipment ready for weeks, 
but had been waiting for the city 
to clear the building itself, said 
the developer.

“They wanted to open right 
away,” he said, “but they could 
only open as soon as we had the 
building ready.”

Continued on Page 11
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A group grills in the grass in Bronx Park East on a summer week-
end. Photo by Aracelis Batista

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Community leaders 

looking to bar illegal bar-
becuers from their parks 
may fi nally be getting some 
help.

A captain of the Parks 
Enforcement Patrol said it 
would be possible to send a 
team of offi cers in the near 
future to enforce the prohi-
bition of barbecuing in the 
weekend hot-spots of Bronx 
Park East and Pelham Park-
way.

Members of Community 
Board 11 have long com-
plained about the rampant 
barbecuing in the parks, 
which they say hundreds 
participate in each sum-
mer weekend, singeing tree 
branches, leaving hot coals 
in the grass and creating 
thick plumes of smoke.

“We want people to use 
the park and enjoy the 
park,” said board member 
Edith Blitzer. “We don’t 
want it to burn down.”

Board members were 
fi nally able to air their 
grievances at a meeting 
with Parks Department 
offi cials on Wednesday, 
July 9. The meeting, orga-
nized by Councilmember 
Ritchie Torres’s offi ce, also 
included Councilmember 
Jimmy Vacca and represen-
tatives from the 49th Pre-
cinct. 

Illegal barbecuing in 
the parks is a citywide is-
sue, said Bronx Parks Com-
missioner Hector Aponte at 
the meeting, and there is a 
shortage of Parks Enforce-
ment Patrol who don’t have 
the capacity to handle the 
problem at large. There are 
only 21 Parks Enforcement 
Patrol offi cers working in 
the Bronx, trying to enforce 
laws in more than 7,000 
acres of lands.

BBQing hot-spots
could see crackdown

“You’re preaching to the 
choir,” said Aponte about 
the member’s complaints.

But despite the shortage 
of PEP offi cers, the issue of 
illegal barbecuing is being 
addressed on a park-by-park 
basis in the Bronx, said Cap-
tain David Calderon.

PEP offi cers have been 
targeting illegal barbecu-
ing in three parks since the 
summer began, he said, and 
Claremont Park, Mullaly 
Park, and Williamsbridge 
Oval have been on the re-
ceiving side of the depart-
ment’s manpower.

The effort has been 
sucessful in those parks, 
he said, and more than 50 
tickets were given in three 
weeks. But it takes six offi -
cers stationed in one park 
all day to get an area under 
control.

“It’s not easy,” said Cal-
deron.

But in response to com-
munity leaders complaints, 
Calderon said it would be 
possible to shift the efforts 

to Bronx Park East or Pel-
ham Parkway temporarily, 
rotating his team through 
the parks. The parks de-
partment might also get a 
helping hand from the 49th 
Precinct, said Command-
ing Offi cer Timothy McCor-
mack, but he didn’t commit 
because he has to prioritize 
other types of enforcement.

While there were no 
specifi cs given at the meet-
ing in terms of a time line 
for a “blitz” on barbecuers, 
the community leaders and 
councilmembers seemed 
happy with the progress.

Parks Committee chair 
Joanne Rubino said she was 
pleased with the outcome of 
the meeting, and she thinks 
the idea of spot enforcement 
is a good plan. But the is-
sue isn’t solved yet, and she 
said the board will continue 
to check in with the Parks 
Department about enforce-
ment.

“Follow up is the most 
important thing,” said Ru-
bino.

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
An organization serving 

people with developmen-
tal disabilities is no longer 
looking to place a group 
home in the Van Nest neigh-
borhood, as previously re-

ported by the Bronx Times.
Unique People Services, 

who had presented the idea 
to house four women with 
disabilities at 620 Baker Av-
enue to Community Board 
11, is not pursuing the pur-

chase of the property, ac-
cording to an email from 
CB 11 district manager Jer-
emy Warneke.

The public hearing re-
garding the issue has been 
cancelled.

Van Nest group home loses interest
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
One community center 

will be getting some much 
needed upgrades thanks to 
a local offi cial.

Bronx House in Pel-
ham Parkway was recently 
awarded a $1 million grant 
from Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca for building improve-
ments.

The improvements, in-
cluding a new boiler and 
roof upgrades, are impor-
tant to ensuring the longev-
ity of the center, said Bronx 
House chief operating offi -
cer Lydia Lucas.

“This grant is essential 
in making sure we’re here 
to stay,” she said.

Bronx House has a wide 
variety of programing in-
cluding a fi tness center and 
classes, a performing arts 
school, and an aquatics pro-
gram, said Lucas.

It also has a senior cen-
ter, teen programs, and Uni-
versal Pre-K, and this year 
is adding three new after-
school programs in the M.S. 
135 building in Allerton.

Bronx House gets much-needed funds

“It’s really a busy place,” 
she said.

One of the more notice-
able changes to the center 
will be the entryway, said 
Lucas, which will be con-

verted to automatic sliding 
doors, helping members in-
cluding seniors and parents 
with strollers.

The locker rooms and 
restrooms will also be im-

proved, said Lucas. 
These renovation proj-

ects will contribute to the 
center’s ability to offer the 
highest quality of services 
as well as the long-term ex-

istence of the year-round 
programs.

“It’s integral to our abil-
ity to serve the commu-
nity,” said Lucas. “If our 
building is not dependable 

we can’t be dependable.”
Lucas said she was 

elated to hear about the 
grant that will allow for the 
renovations.

“This is something 
we’re so grateful to Coun-
cilman Vacca for,” said Lu-
cas. “He’s continually there 
for us.”

“Bronx House is a vital 
part of my district, provid-
ing services to 1,500 Bronx-
ites a day ranging from 
pre-kindergartners to se-
niors,” said Vacca. “This 
project is long overdue, and 
I am proud to be able to put 
Bronx House over the top 
and allow them to make 
these necessary improve-
ments.” 

The improvements proj-
ect is still in the beginning 
stages of being contracted 
out, but Lucas said she 
hopes that renovations will 
start in the next year.

“We’re so excited to get 
started,” she said.

More information about 
Bronx House can be found 
at www.Bronxhouse.org

Bronx House community center on Pelham Parkway South recently received a $1 million grant for building improvements, which will 
include replacing the front entryway with automatic sliding doors. Photo courtesy of Bronx House
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City redraws hurricane zones
zones is the shift from three 
evacuation zones labeled A-
B-C to six zones labeled 1-6, 
she said.

The breakdown of the 
zones, drawn from updated 
data, mean the city will be 
able to be more precisce in 
ordering evacuations, with 
less of a chance of over or 
under-evacuating.

“The six-zone system 
allows the city more fl ex-
ibility in ordering evacu-
ations,” said Greco Silves-
tri.

And some areas that 
were not previously an 
evacuation zone have been 
added to Zone 6, she said.

New evacuation zones 
of the Bronx include parts 
of Pelham Bay, additional 
areas of Throggs Neck and 
Country Club, as well as 
Parkchester, among others. 
In total, about 362,000 peo-
ple in the borough live in a 
hurricane evacuation zone 
(excluding Rikers Island).

Although hurricane sea-
son offi cially begins June 1, 
the height of the season is 
August 1 through October 

31.
“New York is most vul-

nerable in those months,” 
said Greco Silvestri.

She said the fi rst step in 
being prepared for a storm 
is to “know your zone,” and 
then make a plan in case 
that zone is evacuated.

The city recommends 
evacuees try to fi nd fam-
ily or friends to stay with, 
said Silvestri, but if that’s 
not an option you can head 
to a designated evacuation 
center. 

Its also a good idea to 
pack a “go-bag” of things 
you would need in case of 
an emergency, she said, 
which might include copies 
of important documents, 
extra keys, and a list of 
medications in addition to 
food, water and fl ashlights. 
For help developing an 
emergency plan, visit nyc.
gov/myemergencyplan.

In addition to being 
prepared physically for 
an evacuation, residents 
should be mentally pre-
pared to leave their homes 
in the case of a storm, said 
Ken Kearns, distric man-

ager of Community Board 
10.

“You have to be able to 
make the emotional break 
to go,” he said.

Hurricane prepared-
ness is of a big concern to 
him, since most of Board 
10, including neighbor-
hoods like City Island and 
Throggs Neck, falls in an 
evacuation zone. Kearns 
said one issue he is address-
ing is the designated evacu-
ation center for the area, 
Evanders Child School in 
Williamsbridge, which he 
feels is too far from evacu-
ation zones.

The board is also open-
ing discussions with the 
Mayor’s Offi ce of Resil-
iancy to bring fl ood pro-
tection plans to the East 
Bronx.

“We’ll work with the 
OEM and the Offi ce of Re-
silency to develop viable 
strategies to protect shore-
line communities of Board 
10,” said Kearns.

You can fi nd out if you 
live in an evacuation zone 
by visiting nyc.gov/knowy-
ourzone or calling 311.

From Page 1

will be felt across our bor-
ough for generations to 
come.”

Gjonaj concurred, say-
ing that “it is important to 
keep the memories of loved 
ones alive,” adding that he 
is “grateful to be able to 
share this moment with 
Elias’ family, friends and 
neighbors that have known 
him for his generosity and 
love for this community.” 

He served as presi-
dent of the original Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce for 
four years, and also held 
the positions of treasurer, 
second vice-president and 
fi rst vice-president. He was 

named chairman emiretus 
of the New Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce which he al-
most, single-handedly, re-

started in 2001.
Mr. Bronx helped re-

build the parts of the Bronx 
impacted by abandonment 
as one of the founders of 
Ponce de Leon Federal 
Bank, one of the few orga-
nizations that provided fi -
nancial services to many 
residents there in the 1970s 
and 80s. 

He was also a board 
member of the Bronx Over-
all Economic Development 
Corporation, the Bronx 
House, South Bronx Mental 
Health Council, the Bronx 
Dance Theater, Bronx 
Community College Foun-
dation, Beth Abraham Hos-
pital Foundation, Bronx 

Jewish Community Coun-
cil, Bronx Special Olym-
pics, Bronx Boys and Girls 
Club and Bronx Y.M.C.A. 

Karmon’s generous do-
nation greatly aided the 
Bronx YMCA’s efforts to 
build its current modern 
facility and indoor pool on 
Castle Hill Avenue. The 
pool also carries Elias’ 
name.

He also served as presi-
dent of the Pelham Parkway 
Jewish Center, and chair-
man and founding member 
of the borough’s branch of 
the Urban League. The bor-
ough colleges of CUNY also 
award an annual scholar-
ship in his honor.

Street name honors Elias ‘Mr. Bronx’ Karmon

Elias Karmon File photo

Councilman Jimmy Vacca and Karmon’s family pull the covering 
off of the new street sign. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

From Page 1



5
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  J
u

ly
 2

0
, 2

0
1

4
   

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

The scholarship winners gathered together with the Hibernians for a group photo.  
 Photo courtesy of Bob Nolan

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The borough’s Ancient 

Order of Hibernians, an 
Irish-Catholic men’s frater-
nal organization, is extend-
ing a helping hand to 8th 
graders who are making a 
move to local Catholic high 
schools.   

For the fourth year, the 
organization’s Division 3, 
covering a group of east 
Bronx communities, has 
given awards to 11 local 
graduates of Catholic ele-
mentary schools. 

Each partial scholarship 
winner is continuing onto a 
Catholic high school and re-
ceived $250 from the Hiber-
nians’ Division 3 at gradu-
ation ceremonies from 
schools throughout Morris 
Park, Belmont, Pelham Bay 
and Throggs Neck in June.

“I am pleased that my 
brothers have once again 
agreed to invest our funds 

Hibernians provide 
student scholarships 

in the future of the Bronx, 
by honoring Irish-Catholic 
youngsters by reducing the 
cost of high school educa-
tion,” said Division 3 presi-
dent Dan Donovan. 

The scholarship pro-
gram was begun under past 
Division 3 president Bob 
Nolan, who is now the pres-
ident of all the chapters of 
the Bronx County Ancient 
Order of Hibernians. 

“I congratulate the men 
of Division 3 for continuing 
to fund the scholarship pro-
gram which has awarded 
30 students more than 
$10,000 over the past sev-
eral years,” he said. “There 
is no greater use of Division 
resources than the scholar-
ship program.”

Nolan said that the idea 
for the scholarships came 
from a discussion that he 
had with Monsignor Don-
ald Dwyer, former pastor 

of Our Lady of Assumption 
Church in Pelham Bay. 

Nolan had asked Dwyer 
how an organization like 
the Hibernians could help, 
and that the scholarship 
program developed out of 
that conversation, he said.   

With the average Catho-
lic high school yearly cost 
somewhere between $7000 
to $8000, any bit of money, if 
it covers the books students 
buy, would be helpful, said 
Nolan. 

The Hibernians Division 
3 took some of the proceeds 
from its annual dinner 
dance last fall and its golf 
outing in June to award the 
scholarships, said Nolan. 

The scholarships were 
awarded to Annieva Con-
lon, Our Lady of Assump-
tion; Michael Crorkin, Villa 
Maria Academy; Margaret 
Sanchez, St. Francis Xavier; 
Michael Radice, St. Francis 

Xavier; Gabrielle Butler, 
St. Clare of Assisi; Aileen 
Crowe, St. Clare of Assisi; 
Jason Leavy, St. Theresa’s; 
Allesandra Lupo, St. Bene-
dict’s; Jolie O’Brien, St. 
Frances de Chantal; Chris-
topher Cedeno, St. Thomas 
Aquinas; and Edgar Agu-
irre, Santa Maria. 

In addition, Division 3 
teamed up with another lo-
cal non-profi t, Service Al-

liance for Youth (SAY), to 
give a total of $500 for an 
educational scholarship for 
Aaron Garcia, a student at 
Lehman High School. 

They have also awarded 
Emma Walsh with the Mi-
chael Warren Memorial 
Scholarship as the MVP of 
the St. Raymond’s Gaelic 
Football Team. She received 
a $500 scholarship.

The following Division 3 

members attended gradua-
tion ceremonies in June to 
distribute the awards: Bob 
Nolan, Dan Donovan, Roger 
Slattery, Joe McManus, 
Roger Fahey and Dave 
Kilkenny and to Dennis 
Gallagher for his program 
assistance. President Don-
ovan thanked the school 
principals for their assis-
tance in selecting the stu-
dents who were honored.
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Assemblyman Mike Benedetto 
held a fund-raiser for his sup-
porters July 10 at the Icehouse 
Cafe in Throggs Neck. (Above, 
l-r) Joe McManus, CB10 district 
manager Ken Kearns, Bob No-
lan, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
CB10 vice chairman John Ma-
rano, Morris Park Community 
Association president Tony Si-
gnorile, Benedetto, and David 
Kilkenny.  
                   Photo by Aracelis Batista

SUPPORTERS ATTEND BENEDETTO FUNDRAISER

(Right) Having fun at the fund-
raiser are Maria Byrne Zoaloff, 
Fran Mahony, Gafar Zoaloff, and 
Ben Randazzo. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

ASSEMBLYMAN MARK GJONAJ HOLDS JOB FAIR
A crowd of job-seekers showed up 
to network at Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj’s 2014 Bronx Jobs Fair at De-
Witt Clinton High School on Thurs-
day, July 10. Gjonaj’s second annu-
al job fair, which was presented as 
part of the state’s unemployment 
“Strike Force,” featured more than 
50 employers and recruiters.
Participants included South Bronx 
Overall Economic Development 
Corporation, Siete Ocho Siete Res-
taurant, Affi nity Health Plan, Don 
Coqui restaurant, and La Sorsa car 
dealership, among others.

The job fair had a strong turnout, with people waiting outside to get in and speak with employers. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(Right) John Cerini of the Capital 
Shield Agency speaks with job 
seeker Sana Shafaat. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

A BLOOMIN’ GOOD TIME!

The North East Bronx Senior Center held an art show called “Throggs Neck in Bloom” on Thursday, 
June 26. The show highlighted beautiful art works created by seniors who participated in a spring 
painting class series led by artist-in-residence Josie Gonzalez, seen here third from left with students 
and senior center director Silvia Ponce, far right.  Photo courtesy of Josie Gonzalez

GRAY SKIES OVER E. TREMONT AVENUE

Mother nature is getting ready to release a downpour in this photo. A reader, Michael Max Knobbe, 
sent us this photo of a storm cloud over E. Tremont Avenue on an otherwise sunny day in Waterbury-
LaSalle. This was just before a evening storm hit the nabe on Wednesday, July 9. 
 Photo courtesy of Michael Max Knobbe
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
A drive along White Plains 

Road is about to get more orga-
nized.

The city plans to redesign a 
stretch of the borough’s longest 
thoroughfare between Sound-
view and Van Nest, adding left-
turn lanes, parking lanes and 
painting pedestrian crosswalks 
on the busy road.

The plan converts the road 
from Birchall Avenue to the 
Cross Bronx Expressway, and 
from Bruckner Expressway 
south to Soundview Avenue from 
the existing four-lane street into 
a three-lane roadway. In each di-
rection, motorists will have one 
11-foot driving lane, another 14-
foot lane on the right side solely 
for parking, and a 10-foot lane for 
making left turns.

Between the Cross Bronx and 
Bruckner expressways, however, 
the changes are more subdued. 
That stretch will remain a four-
lane street, but DOT is installing 

new high-visibility crosswalks.
There are no new bike lanes 

in DOT’s plan.

City’s danger list
The overhaul comes after 

eight people were killed by 
traffi c on the dicey road be-
tween Soundview and Birchall 
avenues from 2007-2014. Four 
people were killed there just in 
the last four years, according to 
city data.

The street averaged 230 inju-
ries per year over that same time 
period, according to the DOT—
grisly statistics that earned it 
priority status as a “High Crash 
Corridor” in Mayor de Blasio’s 
“Vision Zero” plan to lower traf-
fi c fatalities. 

Locals are welcoming the 
changes, which are expected by 
this fall.

Board: we’re on board!
Both of the community boards 

affected by the changes sent the 

DOT their resounding approval 
— with certain conditions.

“It will absolutely make the 
strip safer,” said William Ri-
vera, the newly elected chair-
man of Community Board 9 in 
Soundview.

His board approved DOT’s 
plan, but requested that the city 
install parking meters on White 
Plains Road between Story and 
Lafayette avenues.

Community Board 11 — 
which represents the slice of 

White Plains Road running 
through Van Nest — also signed 
off on the plans in a unanimous 
‘yay’ vote.

The intersection of White 
Plains Road and Morris Park 
Avenue is one of the city’s top 20 
most dangerous streets for pe-
destrians, according to the DOT.

But that board’s approval was 
contingent on the DOT promis-
ing to ban parking on the White 
Plains Road bridge between 
Baker and E. Tremont avenues.

Local businesses complained 
to the board that construction 
trucks would not be able to get 
their equipment through if ve-
hicles are allowed to park on the 
bridge, said CB 11 transit chair 
Vinny Prezioso.

Some of the gripes came from 
a local branch of Con Ed on 
nearby Bronxdale Avenue, Pr-
ezioso added.

The DOT says the changes 
could be installed as soon as Sep-
tember.

Traffi c calming for 
White Plains Road

Artist rendering of the proposed traffi c changes for White Plains Road.

Ice rink freezes out neighboring stores
BY BEN KOCHMAN

The world’s largest ice 
rink complex is coming — 
but many local businesses 
likely won’t be there to see 
it.

Over a dozen busi-
nesses in the shadow of the 
Kingsbridge Armory have 
been given an ultimatum 
from a new landlord — pay 
over double their current 
monthly rent or face evic-
tion.

Mom-and-pop shops at at 
2643-47 Jerome Avenue and 
2-12 W. Kingsbridge Road, 
including a popular diner, 
African market and fl ower 
shop, received notices on 
July 9 that their rents would 
spike on the fi rst of August.

And nearly all of the lo-
cal businesses say the rent 
hike would wipe them out.

“Maybe a 10% percent 
increase would be okay, but 
double? I can’t do that,” said 
Ahward Narine of Jerome 
Avenue’s Pace Copy Center, 
which will close at the end 
of the month.

New owner, new 
plans

The owner of a W. Kings-
bridge Road gift shop right 
across the street from the 
Armory said he dreaded 
the conversation he’ll soon 
have with his two children, 
who he is trying to put 
through college.

“I can’t even think about 
telling them we have to 
close,” said Shu Zheng of 
King’s Gift Shop. “I can’t 
sleep at night.”

The one-story building’s 
new landlord, Newkings-
bridge LLC, sent out the 
rent spike notices through 
Yonkers-based property 
manager Levites Realty 
Management.

Levites did not respond 
to repeated calls for com-
ment.

Pace Copy Center’s rent 
of $1,785 will rise to $4,000 at 
the end of the month. Neigh-
borhood haunt New Capital 
Restaurant’s rent is being 
spiked from $7500 a month 
to over $14,000.

Lucy’s Flower Shop, 

which has served the com-
munity for over 20 years, is 
facing a rent hike of $1,785 
to $4,000 per month.

All of those businesses 
said they had been denied 
over the last few years in 
their attempts to get long-
term leases. They also 
said that the new property 
owner was only offering 
one-year leases.

“To make such a big 
spike, and only offer one 
year: it’s not realistic,” said 
George Vangelatos of New 
Capital Restaurant, which 
was served locals for 75 
years.

Massive ice rink 
a-coming

City offi cials fi nally 
struck an around $300 mil-
lion deal in November 2013 
with KNIC Partners to de-
velop the long-dormant ar-
mory into the world’s larg-
est ice rink center.

Support from neighbor-
hood businesses was cru-
cial in the fi nal stages of the 
Kingsbridge National Ice 

Center’s approval. The fi nal 
community benefi ts agree-
ment the developers signed 
—winning crucial support 
from local Councilman Fer-
nando Cabrera — included 
$250,000 pegged to fund cap-
ital projects for local busi-
nesses.

But the businesses right 
across the street that have 
been around for decades 
now say they feel frozen 
out.

“We support that they 
are doing something bet-
ter with the [armory],” said 
Saaverdra, of the fl ower 
shop.  “But now they want 
to kick out the same people 
that supported the project.”

The businesses are now 
meeting with lawyers to 
brainstorm their options 
for staying open.

‘This is unfair to the 
businesses and to the com-
munity,” said Chris Ramos, 
vice president of the Kings-
bridge Road Merchants As-
sociation, a coalition of the 
strip’s shops. “We will fi ght 
this to the end.”

Lucy Saavedra, who was run a Jerome Avenue fl ower shop across 
the street from the Kingsbridge Armory for more than 20 years, 
holds up the notice that her monthly rent will be more than dou-
bled in August. She says the rent hike will put her out of business. 
 Comunity News Group / Ben Kochman



BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A 107-year-old, family 

owned Bronx business has 
undergone some changes 
lately.

Tremont Paint’s decade-
old Throggs Neck location 
recently moved about half 
a mile up the road to 3391 
East Tremont Avenue.

The new location adds 
an advantage for the con-
sumer because it is next 
door to Flannery Hard-
ware, said owner Mark 
Lipton, the great-grandson 
of the store’s founder.

This way, people work-
ing on home-improvement 
projects can just pop over 
from Flannery’s to grab 
the paint to complete the 
project, or vice versa.

“There is tremendous 
convenience for the con-
sumer,” said Lipton. “And 
it’s very much the same 

customer.”
The new space also of-

fers a better environment 
to view the color choices 
in, said Lipton. It has more 
windows and natural light, 
along with natural looking 
laminate fl oors.

Those small differences 
are important because 
paint colors can look very 
different depending on the 
space, said Lipton.

“We try to create an 
environment that repli-
cates what people tend to 
have at home,” he said. “So 
what they see in the store 
is closer to what the color 
would be there.” 

But he said it’s still a 
good idea to try a sample of 
paint on the wall to make 
sure it looks good.

The popularity of paint 
samples is just one way the 
paint business has changed 

over the years, said Lipton. 
Previously, Tremont Paint 
would offer their own sam-
ples, but big-name manu-
factures began to offer 
them several years ago and 
the practice took off.

Another shift in the 
business has been the de-
mand, and supply, of en-
vironmental ly-friendly 
paint, said Lipton.

He said the business re-
cently added another line 
of paints, called Pratt & 
Lambert, which has a good 
variety of enviromentally-
friendly options. 

More and more people 
are coming in to the store 
looking for low-impact or 
no-impact paint, said Lip-
ton.

“The trend has become 
bigger and bigger,” he 
said.

The benefi t of these 

paints is that while it’s dry-
ing, the paint doesn’t give 
off fumes that are known 
to contribute to smog. The 
lack of fumes means you 
can have kids or other peo-
ple around while you’re 
painting your house.

“It’s a big advantage,” 

he said.
The business has also 

recently expanded beyond 
its two physical locations. 
About six months ago, the 
store began selling paint 
online, said Lipton.

He feels some people 
value the convenience of 

having paint delivered to 
their door, although it’s 
a small part of the store’s 
sales.

“It’s still building,” said 
Lipton.

More information about 
Tremont Paint can be found 
at tremontpaint.com.
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Edgewater Park’s beaches before the cleanup. 
 Photo courtesy of Marjorie Hooks

The Edgewater Park beach after the cleaning. 
 Photo courtesy of Marjorie Hooks

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two private beaches in 

Throggs Neck recently got 
comprehensive clean ups at 
a discounted rate. 

Beaches in both Edgewa-
ter Park and Silver Beach 
cooperatives, that are used 
by their residents for sum-
mertime recreation, got 

Senator helps clean beaches 
their clean sand back after 
Senator Jeff Klein reached 
out on their behalf to beach 
cleaning company Her-
mann Lindau and Son Inc.

The cleanings came just 
in time for residents to en-
joy their waterfront.  

“There is no better way 
to spend summer’s long 

days and warm nights than 
on the beautiful beaches 
right here in the Bronx,” 
said Klein. “That’s why I 
was happy to work with the 
communities of Edgewater 
Park and Silver Beach to 
secure a heavily reduced 
rate for a thorough beach 
cleaning. With the help of 
Hermann Lindau, both Sil-
ver Beach and Sandy Beach 
are offi cially ready for the 
season.”

According to Senator 
Klein’s offi ce, Edgewa-
ter Park’s Sandy Beach 
received a clean-up at a 
savings of $1,150 to the 
Edgewater Park Owners 
Cooperative, Inc., while Sil-
ver Beach Gardens Corpo-
ration saved a cool $1,200.

Co-op’s Thankful 

Marjorie Hooks of Edge-
water Park said Klein’s in-
tervention helped clean a 
beach that a lot of children 
who live in the complex 
use. 

Over the years, the beach 
had been covered with a lot 
of debris and shells from 

storms, she said.
“This one particular 

beach really needed to be 
cleaned,” she said, adding 
“people have said that the 
beach has not looked this 
great in 50 years.” 

High tide does not fully 
cover all of the sand at 
Sandy Beach, she said, 
stressing the cleanup’s im-
portance. 

In Silver Beach, 
Irene Sullivan said that 

Silver Beach Gardens is 
grateful for the senator’s 
help, and said there were 
several volunteers who did 
beautifi cation work around 
the beach during the clean-
ing.  

“We are very grateful for 
the support in keeping our 
beach clean; it is good for 
the whole Bronx environ-
ment,” she said. “We thank 
Senator Klein for his ongo-
ing support of the commu-
nity. We know that he ap-
preciates the volunteerism 
that is so much a part of the 
Throggs Neck community.”

Glad to Help  

Herman Lindau, the 
president of Hermann Lin-
dau and Son, said that the 
cleaning gave the locals a 
chance to see their com-
pany’s “small walk-behind 
beach cleaner,” which can 
be used to get through 
smaller areas like Silver 
Beach. They were fi rst con-
tacted by Silver Beach, he 
added. 

“I thought that it was a 

good opportunity for Silver 
Beach and also for Edge-
water to actually see the 
machines being used, and 
to help out the community 
a little bit by giving them 
a cleaning at a really dis-
counted rate,” said Lindau. 

For more information 
on Hermann Lindau and 
Son Inc, visit their website 
at longislandbeachclean-
ing.com.   

Tremont Paint moves; 
better display space

Tremont Paint owner Mark Lipton (right) with long-time employee Joe Saunders at the store’s new 
location at 3391 East Tremont Avenue. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
One farmers market is 

bringing fresh food and 
nutritional services to an 
under-served neighbor-
hood in the Bronx.

The Heights Commu-
nity Farmers Market, run 
by BronxWorks, opened for 
the season on Thursday, 
July 10. 

BronxWorks, which 
provides food, shelter and 
support to Bronxites in 
need, started the farm-
ers market in 2012 as part 
of its healthy eating cam-
paign with a group of se-
niors from the BronxWorks 
Heights Neighborhood Se-
nior Center.

The initial goal of the 
market was to affect com-
munity change through 
food while empowering 
seniors, said BronxWorks 
Coordinator of Health Ini-
tiatives Kimberly Wong, 
and to increase access to 
healthy food in an under-

served area.
“We bring local, fresh 

produce to a low income 
neighborhood,” she said.

The market accepts food 
stamps and vouchers, and 
has information available 
about the programs. In or-
der to further serve the 
community, BronxWorks 
purchases extra food from 
the market to distribute at 
their senior centers, said 
John Weeds, assistant di-
rector at Bronx Works.

This year, the Heights 
Community Farmers mar-
ket received a $10,000 grant 
from the FreshConnect ini-
tiative to enhance services 
at the farmers market.

That includes hiring 
an outreach and education 
specialist to encourage the 
community to shop at the 
market through cooking 
demonstrations, farmers 
market tours and educa-
tional workshops. 

“We’ve been able to 
build in other services 
that attract people,” said 
Weeds. “We try and make 
it as lively as possible.”

There are also free 
health screenings that take 
place every other week 
starting July 10, including 
testing blood pressure and 
sugar levels, said Wong. 
Nutritional education is 
provided by Cornell Uni-

Market encourages 
better eating choices

versity Cooperative Exten-
sion, which for the open-
ing week instructed people 
how to properly wash their 
fruits and vegetables.

But the weekly cooking 
demonstrations, complete 
with healthy recipes using 
produce, are the most fun 
part of the market.

It’s important to show 
people that the vegetables 
can taste good, and that 
there are a wide variety 
of ways to prepare them, 
said Barbara Bailey, a Just 
Foods Community Chef 
who got involved through 
the senior center.

“If you can cook it, let 
them taste it, and it’s good,” 
she said, “then they’ll be 
more likely to take it home 
and cook it.”

On the menu this week 
was a stir-fry of black-eyed 
peas and seasonal greens.

Bailey, who calls herself 
a foodie, is on a mission to 
show people that eating 
healthy is the way to go.

“I’m trying to change 
my health and get people 
on board in the same way,” 
she said.

The Heights Commu-
nity Farmers Market is 
open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
every Thursday from July 
10 to November 13, at Uni-
versity Avenue and 181st 
Street.

We bring local, 
fresh produce 

to a low income 
neighborhood.

Kimberly Wong

Shoppers browse at the season opening of the Heights Community Farmers Market, run by Bronx-
Works, on Thursday, July 10 in University Heights. Photo by Edwin Soto

Martin Prince, a 21-
year veteran of Commu-
nity Board 10, has been 
elected as its new chair-
man. 

Prince is a Co-op City 
family man who is a now 
retired after working 33 
years in the federal gov-
ernment. He said that 
being Community Board 
10’s chairman was a 
goal after serving on the 
board’s executive com-
mittee, and as secretary, 
treasurer and vice-chair-
man. 

Prince, 59, spoke about 
his commitment as a vol-
unteer who is trying to 
ensure that the local com-
munity gets its fair-share 
in city budgets, which 
can be shaky in terms of 
finances. 

“You gain awareness 
of the political process 
as far as the acquisition 
of services, and in terms 
of getting your portion 
of the municipal budget, 
meaning our fair share 
in terms of what we put 
in as taxes,” he said. “You 
get a chance to advocate 
for our neighborhood as 
it presently exists, and 
also for its future.”   

He said that his goals 
as the boards’ new chair-
man is making sure that 
the board’s communities 
remain family-friendly, 
maintaining one- and 
two-family homes in resi-
dential areas, and dealing 
with what appears to be 
the area’s long-term need 
for better infrastructure. 

“My big concern look-
ing towards the future 
is the infrastructure of 
our board, because we do 

see so much development 
near our existing infra-
structure, and it is really 
beginning to wear down 
under the burden,” he 
said, adding that you can 
only “kick the can down 
the road” so far on infas-
truture.  

He added that he also 
wants to address ever-
present and ever-chang-
ing quality-of-life issues, 
fostering good police and 
community relations, 

and deal with concerns 
specific to his home com-
munity of Co-op City.

Prince grew up in the 
Forest Houses in Mor-
risania, and also spent a 
good deal of time living 
with his grandparents 
in Manhattan’s Harlem. 
He went away for college 
for a year, and then came 
back  completed his edu-
cation at City College of 
New York. 

He moved to Co-op City 
shortly before he became 
a board member. Co-op 
City was a great place to 
raise his four children 
with his wife Mary, he 
said, and he wants to do 
what he can to ensure 
that future generations 
are able to have the same 
quality-of-life and remain 
in the areas where they 
currently live. He feels 
that he can do this where 
he is, at the board. 

“It is public service at 
its very heart,” he said. 
“You want people to have 
a decent place to live and 
to have a future there. To 
help see that happen is 
the rewarding part.” 

Bronx
neighbors

PROFILE

BIO BITS 
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Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Bronx thespian Gene DeFrancis is pushing for the big fi lm and television studios 
to put roots down in vacant spaces like this one in Port Morris. 
 Photo by Ben Kochman

Allerton Avenue Homeown-
ers & Tenants Association,  
1415 Allerton Avenue, will hold 
it’s fi rst  Outdoor Flea Market 
on Saturwday, July 26, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Rain date is Sun-
day, July  27.

Included in the fl ea market 
will be books, clothes, house-
hold items and more. There will 
be something for everyone.

For more information call 
(718) 652-0414

Allerton Flea Market July 26

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Hey, NBC, check out the 

Bronx!
One borough thespian is call-

ing on major fi lm and television 
studios to set up shop in Mott Ha-
ven, an area where artists are al-
ready fl ocking.

“Film and TV would compli-
ment this community perfectly,” 
wrote Gene DeFrancis, artistic 
director of Bronx-based theatre 
company Box the Outside The-
atre, in an open letter to brass at 
NBC Universal.

Hot nabe for arts
Though DeFrancis has yet to 

hear back from the Manhattan-
based television giant, he’s con-
vinced that the neighborhood 
right over the Third Avenue 
Bridge is ripe for a large-scale stu-
dio.

And he’s not alone. The co-
owner of a local bar and member 
of the local community board 
agreed that a fi lm studio would be 
a boon to the neighborhood — and 
be a great bargain for the movie or 
TV-makers themselves.

“A lot of them are priced out of 
Manhattan, and Bronx real estate 

Bronx actor pushes for fi lm studio

is really attractive,” said Michael 
Brady, CB 1 member and co-owner 
of Charlie’s Bar and Kitchen on 
Lincoln Avenue and Bruckner 
Boulevard.

“We would certainly welcome 
them with open arms,” he added. 

Development locals can 
rally around

Businesses have been moving 

to Mott Haven over the last de-
cade, setting up shop in an area 
once zoned as industrial. The area 
just over the bridge from Manhat-
tan now includes popular restau-
rants like the Bruckner Bar and 
Grill and sushi joint Ceetay, along 
with locally owned artist space 
The Shoppe and fl ower shop Verde 
Flowers.

Other buildings remain va-

cant, and boast the high ceilings 
and open space that fi lm studios 
seek.

But right now, only three li-
censed fi lm studios recognized 
by the city exist in the borough, 
according to the mayor’s offi ce of 
Film, Theatre and Broadcasting.

Two studios — LightBox-NY 
and BankNote —operate in 
Hunt’s Point. And the True Sound 
Lounge in Port Morris boasts a 
3,500 square foot space for music 
and video shoots.

That’s a far cry from studio 
presence in other outer boroughs. 
Queens boasts the massive Kauf-
man Astoria Studios and Long 
Island City’s Silvercup Studios, 
for example. The Brooklyn Navy 

Yard is host to Steiner Studios.
DeFrancis hopes the trend will 

change with a new administra-
tion and a new city Film commis-
sioner, Cynthia Lopez.

Locals would embrace a fi lm 
studio development far more than 
they did the other main develop-
ment to rock the area in recent 
years — the relocation of Fresh-
Direct to the Harlem River Yards 
at the borough’s southern tip, said 
DeFrancis, who lives in Allerton 
but often hosts productions in the 
area.

“I know it would not face the 
same resistance as Fresh Direct,” 
said the actor. “And it would help 
local business and create real 
jobs.”

Locals still peeved
Now LA Fitness is sim-

ply fi ling its fi nal business 
permits with the city, said 
Kelleher. 

But representatives at 
LA Fitness itself did not 
respond to requests to 
confi rm that the location 
would open by the end of 
the month.

Locals who signed up 
for early-bird member-
ships had been feeling the 
burn this winter as the LA-
based gym chain’s opening 
was delayed.

Many who purchased 
memberships at a pop-up lo-
cation on Eastchester Road 
had been promised that 
the complex would open as 
soon as October 2013.

Peeved neighbors ex-
cited to work off the pounds 
have been venting their dis-
approval on the branch’s 
Facebook page.

“LA Fitness needs to 
compensate those people 
they conned into buying a 
membership,” wrote one 
outraged local. “This is ri-
diculous!”

“I don’t understand how 
a company this big treats 

their new members like 
garbage,” seethed another, 
who said he bought a mem-
bership in January 2014 
and was promised that the 
branch would open later 
that month.

Kelleher said that mem-
bers’ anger would evapo-
rate as soon as the state-
of-the-art center fi nally 
opens.

“Everyone will forget 
about the delays,” he said. 
“This is the most spectac-
ular gym the Bronx has 
ever seen. People will re-
alize that it was worth the 
wait.”

From Page 1

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS

LA Fitness will - really! - open

TO ADVERTISE CALL 718-742-3386
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

Bottino, 246 10th Ave., New York, NY 10001
Tuesday, July 22, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Center White Plains Hospital, Bronx Lebanon Hospital
Rachael Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR263964 (1158447) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017


