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Montefi ore Medical Center says it will 
“signifi cantly” downsize its original 
plans, pictured here, for an outpatient 
facility in south Riverdale. 
 Simone Development

Montefi ore to scale back ambulatory plan
BY BEN KOCHMAN

Montefi ore Medical Center 
says it is prepared to take a scal-
pel to its controversial plans to 
build an ambulatory center in 
Riverdale.

But locals are still left guess-
ing to what degree the borough’s 
medical giant will shrink its de-
sign — or whether or not it will 
be subject to a new Bronx law 
aimed to force such projects to go 
through unprecedented levels of 
red tape.

Hospital staff is expected to 
meet with the land use commit-

tee of Community Board 8 on 
July 22 to discuss a scaled-down 
complex at the proposed site on 
Riverdale Avenue and West 238th 
Street.

Montefi ore had originally pro-
posed an 11-story, 95,000-square-
foot outpatient center there that 
caused an  outcry from neigh-
bors who thought such a build-
ing would confl ict with the area’s 
residential character and cause 
traffi c jams, among other gripes.

The community outrage 
prompted state Sen. Jeff Klein 
(D–Morris Park) and Assembly-

man Jeffrey Dinowitz (D–Riv-
erdale) to push through a law 
in March creating a new review 
process for outpatient health 
care centers over three stories 
tall or 30,000 square feet planned 
for the Bronx.

Such projects must now go 
through a series of mandatory 
community forums before the 
state Department of Health has a 
chance to approve them.

Klein vowed in March that 
construction on the Riverdale 
site could not start for at least 

Continued on Page 11

Council
funds for 
NCBH

Zooming In On July 4th

SUBWAY
PARKING
MAYHEM

No. 6 line rehab jams Pelham Bay strip

Domenico Algieri rolled his way to the Randolph Place block party in 
Country Club on July 4. 

Photo by Laura Stone

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Pelham Bay’s parking 

squeeze has reached a fever 
pitch.

Businesses near the Buhre 
Avenue No.6 train station — 
where the MTA started seven 
months of construction on 
July 5 — are seething over lost 
parking spaces in a shopping 
strip already starved for spots 
even before the work started.

“I could literally go around 
the block 20 times without fi nd-
ing a spot,” said John Marxu-

ach, store manager at Flor-
sheim Shoes on Westchester 
Avenue.

The city closed down the 
Buhre Avenue and Zerega Av-
enue stations on both sides un-
til February 2015 as part of a 
$109-million renewal project. 

Yonkers Contracting is re-
pairing the mezzanines, reno-
vating windscreens, installing 
a pigeon-deterrent system, and 
fi xing up the platform stairs.

Until the work is fi nished, 

Continued on Page 4

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The effort to bring back the 

maternity ward at North Central 
Bronx Hospital has gotten a boost 
in the form of City Council funds.

Councilman Ritchie Torres 
announced that $600,000 was se-
cured to assist the reopening of the 
labor and delivery unit at a press 
conference at the Norwood hospi-
tal on Wed. July 2. The allocation 
will fund part of a $2 million reno-
vation to update the ward.

Torres, whose adjacent district 
is served by the hospital, has put 
pressure on the NYC Health and 
Hospitals Corporation since the 
unit closed last August, and led 
the effort to secure the funds in 
the City Council budget. 

But Torres is just one of many 
who have worked to bring the 
services back to North Central 
Bronx.

“Above all I want to thank the 
community, the labor unions, the 
community activists, the mothers 
who were served here at NCBH 
who have worked hard to reopen 
it,” he said. “It was your righteous 
outcry, it was your grassroots or-
ganizing that made this happen.”

After NCBH abruptly sus-
pended labor and delivery services 
in 2013 due to staffi ng shortages, 
community advocates pressed 
hospital offi cials to reopen, and to 
involve the community in the pro-
cess. In the past several months, 
the hospital has help public fo-
rums and met with the activists to 
assure them of plans to reopen in 
the fall.

“I want to thank HHC for seri-
ously engaging the community, 
listening to the community, and 
putting together a serious plan 
to not only reopen the center, but 
staff it with senior-level profes-

Continued on Page 4
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

Frankie And Johnnie’s Pine Tavern Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale Ave., Bronx, NY 10462 
Wednesday, July 16, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Center White Plains Hospital, Bronx Lebanon Hospital
Rachael Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR262824 (1156705) US.MS.MSX. 14.08.017



3
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  J
u

ly
 1

3
, 2

0
1

4
   

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local Bronx doctor is 

working on creating a mu-
seum in Kosova for his mar-
tyred brother. 

Dr. Hasan Ademaj, a 
renowned dentist and sur-
geon who practices in Bel-
mont, is now creating a 
museum and memorial in 
the Kosova town where his 
brother Vezir Ademaj or-
ganized resistance to a Ser-
bian invasion and paid for 
it with his life in July, 1998. 
He was part of the Kosova 
Liberation Army. 

Vezir was a kick-boxing 
champion of Europe before 
returning to Kosova from 
Switzerland to fi ght the in-
vading Serbian forces of 
Slobodan Milosevi, said Dr. 
Ademaj. 

Milosevi was charged 
with war crimes related to 
genocide and convicted af-
ter he died. His army was 
invading Kosova, a country 
whose population is mostly 
Albanian. 

The museum is to be lo-

Doctor pushes Albanian museum
cated in the family’s 18th 
Century “Kulla” — a tower 
house very thick walls and 
small windows that is used 
as fortifi cation against in-
vasion. It was burned by the 
Serbs and is located in the 
Kosova town of Sheremetaj.

“This is good for history 
and for a new generation 
to know what happened 

in that period,” said Dr. 
Ademaj, who has met with 
world leaders to discuss is-
sues related to the region. 
“My brother was living in 
Switzerland and he came to 
defend the civilian popula-
tion.” 

Ademaj said that both 
the Albanian and Kosova 
government is support-

ing the creation of the mu-
seum.

Joining the cause is the 
president and founder of 
the Bronx-based Albanian-
American Society Foun-
dation. Esad Rizai. Rizai 
called Vezir an inspiration.

“The creation of this 
museum means very much 
because man like him is 
an inspiration to our com-
munity,” said Rizai. “He 
inspires people and it is an 
important part of Albania 
history, and people like that 
give us pride.”

Rizai said that his 
brother sacrifi ced for all 
of the Albanian people in 
all nations in the Albanian 
tradition of “Besa” — a code 
of honor. And the museum 
would honor the unselfi sh 
man who friends say can 
never be replaced.

“He said ‘I don’t want 
anything, I just want to 
support my people,’ ” said 
Rizai.  

The museum will be a 
remembrance of the geno-

cide that left thousands of 
combatants and civilians 
dead, said Rizai. His family 
is helping him spearhead 
the project. 

Kullas have a long his-
tory as fortifi cations against 
invasions that seem to have 
been part and parcel of the 
history of the region. DR. HASAN ADEMAJ.

VEZIR ADEMAJ Photo courtesy of Hasan Ademaj

The side-view mirror bandits in Morris Park are back in action, say neighbors. Here, an example of the 
aftermath or a mirror theft from April. Courtesy Peter Enea

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Car mirror swiping ban-

dits have struck once again 
in a section of Morris Park, 
say angry neighbors — but 
according to local police 
nearly nothing happened.

Locals in Indian Vil-
lage — the cozy network 
of streets in the shadow of 
Jacobi Medical Center and 
Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine — say that thieves 
stripped side-view mirrors 
off of at least a dozen vehi-
cles parked on side streets 
during the last month, in-
cluding Seminole Road and 
Narragansett and Rhein-
lander avenues.

But many of the al-
leged victims are not fed up 
enough, it appears, to fi le a 
report at the local station-
house. Cops at the 49th Pre-
cinct said that only a hand-
ful of mirror thefts have 
been reported during the 
last month.

Over the July 4 weekend, 
no reports of mirror thefts 
were fi led anywhere in the 
precinct, said crime preven-

tion offi cer Tyrone Mede-
ros.

Without reports, he 
added, the police cannot al-
locate any resources to com-
bat a possible mirror theft 
spree.

“No manpower will be al-
located unless it is on fi le,” 
said Mederos. “As far as the 
NYPD is concerned, nothing 
happened.”

Locals have long griped 
that car break-ins are an un-
fortunate part of life in the 
neighborhood. Police have 
urged locals in both the 49th 
and neighboring 45th pre-
cincts to lock their car doors 
to protect themselves from 
bandits.

But this summer, say lo-
cals, the mirror thefts have 
come in bunches.

At least 10 vehicles were 
stripped of their side-view 
mirrors in Indian Village 
during the night of Saturday, 
April 26 and early morning 
Sunday, April 27, said locals 
Peter Enea and Joe Reda, 
the public safety chair of the 
local community board.

Some locals do not bother 
fi ling a police report because 
the cost of the mirrors is be-
low the amount that their 
insurance covers, said Steve 
DeMartis, an Indian Village 
local who has been tallying 
the damage.

“People aren’t fi ling be-
cause they are paying no 
matter what,” said DeMar-
tis. “The stats simply are not 
there for the crimes that are 
happening.”

DeMartis said he counted 
at least a dozen vehicles in 
late June whose mirrors 
were stolen in his neighbor-
hood.

One area car owner, who 
lives on Narragansett Ave-
nue but asked not be named, 
had an even rougher time of 
it than most. Two days after 
bandits swiped one mirror 
of his Acura MDX parked 
in front of his house, he re-
ceived a $45 dollar ticket 
from traffi c police for hav-
ing “missing equipment.”

“I was so aggravated,” he 
said. “This is just crazy! I’m 
getting hit from both sides.”

Auto mirror thefts spike in Indian Village



local businesses will 
have to grit and bear the 
loss of precious parking 
— but they are not happy 
about it.

Contractors are using 
the space on Westchester 
Avenue between Pilgrim 
and Hobart Avenues to 
hold equipment. They’ve 
also set up so-called 
“staging stations” on ad-
jacent streets.

That’s my spot!
Most of the spots lost 

are necessary sacrifi ces, 
admitted local business 
owners, and eventually 
will lead to an improved 
station.

But other spots, they 
charge, are unfairly be-
ing swiped.

A tan car that Marxu-
ach said was owned by 
one of the workers, for 
example, has been park-
ing in front of his Flor-
sheim Shoes store since 
the construction started.

“Whatever parking is 

left, the contractors are 
taking it,” the shoe sales-
man seethed.

There’s also a stag-
ing area at the corner of 
Buhre and Westchester 
Avenues which has 
ticked off the local super-
market, making deliver-
ies more diffi cult.

“I do not understand 
why they need to be 
here,” said Muhamed 
Kaid, a manager at Pru-
zzo’s.

The owner of a local li-
quor store on Westchester 
Avenue, gesturing at the 
construction equipment 
across the street, ques-
tioned whether the work-
ers were using the space 
as effi ciently as possible.

“If you need the space, 
you need the space,” said 
Al Neira, owner of Le-
high Wines and Liquors. 
“But if you don’t need it, 
don’t take it!”

Ticket blitz?
Both Neira and Kaid 

said that the local police 

have not helped the situ-
ation, giving out tickets 
to shoppers who double-
park for a couple minutes 
to grab groceries.

“They are going 
around, giving tickets to 
everyone they see,” said 
Kaid.

Leaders at Commu-
nity Board 10 say one 
idea that could allevi-
ate the parking squeeze 
would be to turn free 
parking spaces on resi-
dential Pilgrim Avenue a 
block away into one-hour 
spots, claiming that any 
new spaces would help 
the businesses that say 
they are already suffer-
ing a loss of revenue due 
to the parking woes.

“The store is usu-
ally packed this time of 
day,” said Kaid when a 
reporter stopped by his 
supermarket just after 
noon on Tuesday, July 8. 
“Right now, it’s not.” 

Commuters feel it, 
too

Local business aren’t 
the only ones affected 
by the work. Commuters 
who normally take the 
Buhre Avenue subway 
now can take the Bx8 or 

Bx24 bus to Middletown 
Road and connect with 
a free MetroCard trans-
fers. 

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-

ity says it is running 
added bus service be-
tween the Castle Hill Av-
enue and Buhre Avenue 
stations during morning 
and evening rush hours.
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Buhre and Zerega avenues No. 6 train stations close in Pelham Bay

Muhamed Kaid, manager at Pruzzo’s Supermarket, wants this parking spot on Buhre Avenue back 
-  both for his customers and for the trucks that deliver food to the market every morning. 
 Photo by Ben Kochman

From Page 1

NCBH Funds secured

(Right) Councilmember Ritchie Torres announced he secured $600,000 in funds for the reopening of 
North Central Bronx Hospital’s labor and delivery unit on Wednesday, July 2 at a press conference 
outside the hospital. Photo by Jaime Williams

sionals who will offer a 
higher level of care than 
we had before,” said Tor-
res.

At the last public fo-
rum in June, offi cials an-
nounced a target date of 
Sept. 22 for a state inspec-
tion.

So far, progress is on 
schedule to meet that goal, 
said Hannah Nelson, a 
spokesperson for NCBH.

All of the nurses for the 
ward have been hired, she 
said, and they’re in the 
process of being trained at 
a higher level than before. 
Almost all of the doctors 
have been hired as well, 
and she said the head of the 

department is confi dent 
the unit will have the staff 
it needs to open in the fall.

The $2 million renova-
tions will be also executed 
on a tight schedule to meet 
the goal, Nelson said, and 
they include an upgraded 
nurses’ station, a patient-
nurse communication sys-
tem, and new operational 
lights for the older ward.

“Systems and technol-
ogy have all changed a lot 
over the years,” she said.

The fl ooring, lights, and 
paint-work are also being 
redone, among other im-
provements.

“It’ll have a new look, 
and it’ll give it a really nice 
feeling,” said Nelson.

From Page 1

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

Bottino, 246 10th Ave., New York, NY 10001
Tuesday, July 22, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Center White Plains Hospital, Bronx Lebanon Hospital
Rachael Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR263964 (1158447) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local elected offi cial 

has proposed legislation 
that may lead to greater 
transparency in the im-
plementation of Parks De-
partment building and re-
pair projects.

Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca (D–Throggs Neck) 
has introduced a bill that 
requires the Parks De-
partment provide 30 days 
notice to councilmem-
bers who allocate money 
for projects if changes 
are made in the original 
plans. 

“Right now there is 
no obligation on the part 
of the city to advise the 
council person if there 
are changes in contracts 
that are funded by the 
member,” said Vacca. 

Vacca cited the recon-
struction of Pelham Bay 
Little League’s Naclerio 
Field as an example of the 

need for a law like the one 
he’s proposed. The fi nal 
result of the project, ac-
cording to league leaders, 
was quite different from 
what was fi rst proposed 
when Vacca allocated 
$200,000 in 2008. 

“I think the Pelham 
Bay Little League was the 
classic example,” he said. 
“I had allocated the money 
and the league and I were 
not advised that changes 
had been made.”

Had the law been in 
place, Vacca said that he 
could have consulted with 
the league to see if the new 
plans would be an appro-
priate use of the money. 

“When I allocate 
money,” the councilman 
explained, “it is not limit-
less.”  

Legal action also re-
sulted from the project, 
with the league getting a 
$9,500 settlement from the 

contractor’s insurance 
after a sprinkler system 
was damaged during the 
construction. Local attor-
ney Steve Kaufman won 
the settlement for free. 

Changes were 
made 

Pelham Bay Little 
League president Vinny 
Prestopino said that origi-
nally the money allocated 
was supposed to fund a 
complete restoration of 
the both the outfi eld and 
infi eld, but that only the 
infi eld was reconstructed, 
and the league even had to 
pay to replace the pitch-
er’s mound. 

“What they originally 
told us they were going to 
do and what they did were 
two different things,” said 
Prestopino, who said that 
an $82,000 backstop ate up 
much of the money that 
could have gone other re-

pairs. 
He would support a law 

that would have allowed 
the councilman some 
greater oversight. 

“If there was a law 
like that it would have 
been a million times bet-
ter,” said Prestopino, who 
added that had the league 
been given the $200,000 di-
rectly, it could have fi xed 

all three fi elds. 

Parks welcomes 
input

When asked about Vac-
ca’s legislation, a Parks 
Department spokesman 
said that the agency ac-
tively seeks input from all 
stakeholders. 

“Parks maintains 
regular communication 

with community stake-
holders throughout the 
capital process,” said 
Philip Abramson. “Ad-
ditionally, we are work-
ing on a mechanism that 
will provide additional 
transparency throughout 
the capital process. We 
look forward to sharing 
this information with the 
councilmember.
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MODEL
GraND OPENING

JoJoJoJoJoJJ ininininin uuuu usssss thththththisisisisis wwww weeeeeeeeeekekekekekendndndndnd tttt tooooo seseseseseeeeee thththththeeeee dididididifffffffffferererererenenenenencecececece
in our 3 brand new model homes!

Maple-Fields.com | 914.461.9208

The Wallkill,  
Ramapo & Hudson
are the definition of the  

Baker Residential Difference,  

filled with high-quality features,  

classic style and so much more!

•   3 bedrooms, 2.5 bath with attached 2-car garages

•   Gourmet inspired kitchens, including Stainless Steel 
appliances, granite countertops, etc. 

•  Hardwood flooring throughout 1st floor

•  Finished Recreation Room

•  Convenient Orange County location

•   Clubhouse with fitness center, outdoor pool,  
basketball court and tot lot

SPECIAL 
PRICING FROM $249,900

GPS Address: 31 Schutt Road, Town of Wallkill, NY
We are open 7 days a week from 10am to 5pm. Also available by appointment.

Family
BRONX/RIVERDALE August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Vacca bill would track 
park projects

Pelham Bay Little League volunteers Vinnie Prestipino and Harry Oehler stand in a muddy Naclerio 
Field when the reconstruction there was taking place. The job done by a contractor hired by the Parks 
Department was the subject of some litigation that resulted in a settlement with the developers insur-
ance company. File Photo
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SECURITY DRUGS
Surgical Supplies
Wheel Chairs

Bath Rails

Hospital Beds 

Diabetic Supplies

5 cent copies

Doctors can call, fax,
E-Rx (3329554) or email us

www. securitydrugs.com

“In my twenty years 

happy to work for 
Security Drugs where 
they take care of their 

customers.”
Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 

Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

Supplies

Accurate! Fast Friendly Service!
We Now Accept WIC

Flu & Shingles 
Vaccinations

Available Here

The St. Theresa’s Sum-
mer Feast will be held this 
month, with rides, games, 
and good food up and down 
St. Theresa Avenue in Pel-
ham Bay.

“The streets will be abuzz 
with rides being set up and 
decorations going up,” said 
Lou Aurrichio, head of the 
St. Theresa Feast Commit-
tee. This year’s feast is sched-
uled to run from Wednesday, 
July 23, to Sunday, July 27.

This year’s Feast will 
be bittersweet for many pa-
rishioners. Father Robert 
Grippo, who has served as 
pastor at St. Theresa of the 
Infant Jesus Catholic church 
for the past 23 years, will be 
transferred to the Church of 
the Annunciation in Crest-
wood, New York in early 
July.

Father Grippo began the 
tradition of the St. Theresa 
Summer Feast in 1996, the 
year of the 100th anniver-
sary of the church’s patron-
ess, St. Theresa of Lisieux. 
Fr. Grippo thought that a 
community celebration 

would be appropriate.
“The fi rst Feast was so 

effective in bringing the 
community together we de-
cided to continue it,” said Fr. 
Grippo, 

Every Feast has had a cer-
tain theme that the church 
focuses on for the week. This 
year, the theme of the Feast 
is “Come Home to Jesus.”

Louis Masi, a seminarian 
who has had an active role in 
St. Theresa Parish, said that 
there will be a focus on evan-
gelization and bringing the 
Good News to the people of 
the community at this year’s 
Feast.

“We want to reach out 
to the people of the commu-
nity, those who were Catho-
lic or are Catholic who don’t 
come to church that often, 
and encourage them to come 
home,” Masi said.

The parish’s youth group, 
which Masi organized, will 
be in front of the church 
handing out informational 
cards about the church’s 
spiritual services. Curious 
Feast visitors may also enter 

St. Theresa Church for daily 
mass and confession, and 
can watch videos explain-
ing the basics of the Catholic 
faith.

“God has been working 
in the lives of the people in 
this community,” said Fr. 
Grippo, who hopes that the 
Feast may be a way of provid-
ing people with a chance to 
re-connect with their faith.

Despite the imminent de-
parture of Father Grippo, pa-
rishioners are confi dent that 
they will be able to continue 
the spirit of the Feast.

“Father Grippo has been 
our inspiration, and we will 
follow his example,” said An-
tonia Bruno, a member of the 
St. Theresa Feast Committee 
who was recently honored 
for her long-time service to 
the Summer Feast.

The Feast has always 
hosted a variety of attrac-
tions for both locals and visi-
tors from across the Bronx. 
Carnival-style rides and 
games are a constant at the 
Feast, along with classic Ital-
ian food. However, as with 

every endeavor, timing is ev-
erything; for example, order-
ing ride tickets in advance 
for a 50 percent discount.

“This year, the advance 
tickets are a huge savings,” 
said Aurrichio. “You can get 
40 tickets for $20.” 

Advance tickets are sold 
in the parish rectory on 
weekdays between 9 am and 
4:30 pm or on the parish web-
site at http://sttheresaschool-
bronx.org until July 22.

St. Theresa Feast starts July 23rd
The St. Theresa Feast 

will also hold a Grand Raf-
fl e, which will be drawn on 
July 27. The grand-prize 
winner will have the choice 
between either a 2014 Merce-
dez Benz CLA 250 or $30,000 
cash. The second-prize win-
ner will receive $1,000, and 
the third-place winner will 
receive $500. Raffl e tickets 
are also available for pur-
chase on the parish website.

The Feast will also host a 

variety of local bands to en-
tertain the community each 
night. There will be two 
bandstands this year: one 
on Mayfl ower Avenue, and 
one on the Hutchison River 
Parkway. Featured bands 
and artists this year will 
include Bazooka Joe, A Mo-
ment’s Worth, DJ Inappro-
priate, Blue Collar, JAMZ 
Entertainment, Control Z, 
Gino & Gina, and Dennis 
Dell.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
This fall, the Bronx 

Delta School in Throggs 
Neck will open its doors to 
students for the fi rst time. 

The new public elemen-
tary school is the brain 
child of Principal Daniel 
Racic, who was recently a 
part of the founding team 
at PS 531 in the Bronx.

Racic, who taught tech-
nology, coached teachers 
and held other leadership 
positions in the school, 
said that being part of a 
new school was a turning 
point for him as an educa-
tor. The experience showed 
him how a team could cre-
ate a positive school cul-
ture from the ground up,

“It was really excit-
ing to me to be able to do 
something like that from 
scratch, to help an entirely 
new set of students,” said 
Racic.

The Bronx Delta School, 
which will offer classes to 
just pre-K and kindergar-

ten students this year, has 
been in the works since 
March 2013.

The school is founded 
on the values of being pur-
poseful, being joyous learn-
ers, and being kind, said 
Racic, and he’s spent the 
past year working to con-
nect those ideals to specifi c 
teaching and administra-
tive practices.

“Every step since then 
has been about fl ushing it 
out and making it real,” 
said Racic.

A key part of the school’s 
plan is to have students set 
goals each week or so, Racic 
said, in order for them to 
continually feel successful 
when meeting those goals. 
He feels that having stu-
dents drive their own im-
provement is important.

“What I think makes 
a student succeed is that 
they get to take ownership 
of their learning,” said 
Racic.

The school will also em-

phasize an effective use 
of technology to empower 
students and allow them to 
be successful in the upper 
grades and beyond.

In addition to fostering 
academic improvement, 
Racic said the school will 
also encourage social and 
emotional development. 
Time will be set aside for 
teachers to specifi cally 
teach those skills, and stu-
dents will set specifi c goals 
in those areas too.

“In order for students 
to be successful they need 
to strive to make improve-
ments in social and emo-
tional learning as well,” 
said Racic.

The name “Delta” 
comes from the delta sym-
bol, a triangle. The three 
sides represent academ-
ics, social, and emotional 
learning, said Racic. The 
mathematical symbol also 
indicates change, which he 
said conveys the school’s 
mission. 

The school itself is lo-
cated in the IS 192 build-
ing on Hollywood Avenue, 
co-located with three other 
schools.

The fi rst year, the 
school will comprise of 
one pre-K and two kinder-
garten classes, Racic said, 
which are already full, al-
though parents may place 
their kids on a wait list. 
The school will remain 
small, he said, with just 
two classes per grade. The 
school will be fully en-
rolled with pre-K through 
fi fth grade in Fall 2015, 
with a projected enroll-
ment of 290 to 350.

The public school is 
non-zoned, which means 
students from all neighbor-
hoods can apply, although 
Racic said the majority of 
enrolled students are from 
nearby neighborhoods.

For more informa-
tion about the school or 
enrollment, visit www.
bronxdelta.com.
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‘Delta’ force! New public school in Throggs Neck

Daniel Racic, principal of the new Bronx Delta School in Throggs 
Neck. Photo by Jaime Williams

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A world-wide women’s 

club is forming its fi rst 
chapter in the Bronx.

Zonta International, 
which has about 1,200 chap-
ters with more than 30,000 
members in 67 countries, 
operates with the goal of 
advancing the status of 
women.

Bronxite Marsha Gilles 
is working to bring that 
mission to her borough. The 
95-year-old club works to ad-
dress problems that women 
face locally and around the 
world, including health ed-
ucation, domestic violence, 
and human traffi cking said 
Gilles, who was a part of the 
Westchester Zonta club for 
seven years before strik-
ing out and establishing the 
Bronx chapter.

“It’s about service, advo-
cacy, and a wide variety of 
women’s issues,” she said.

Although it’s a world-
wide club, she said serving 
local women is a priority for 
the chapter. In order to do 
that, the club will partner 
with other organizations to 
host local events and fund-

raisers. 
“We try to get into the 

community to see where 
the need is,” said Gilles. 
“We want to be hands-on.”

So far, plans for the 
fall include a school sup-
ply drive, and helping 
women dress for success, 
said Gilles, who has high 

hopes that the Zonta club 
will make a name for itself 
in the borough and reach 
many people.

“We want to have a 
strong presence in the 
Bronx, so people know what 
we’re about,” she said.

Since the chapter is cur-
rently in the beginning 

stage, the focus for now 
is on reaching potential 
members through social 
media and word of mouth. 
Although the chapters are 
usually made up of mostly 
female members, Gilles 
said the club is inclusive to 
men who would like to par-
ticipate.

The Bronx chapter will 
offi cially be chartered in 
September as long as the 
founding group has 25 mem-
bers, said Gilles, adding the 
new chapter is about 17-
member strong right now.

The group is already 
hosting monthly meetings 
at the CenterLight Health-

care Center, 2401 White 
Plains Road. The next meet-
ing will be on Wed. Aug. 6 at 
4 pm.

For information about 
Zonta International visit 
Zonta.org. To request in-
formation about the Bronx 
chapter email Zontabx@
gmail.com.

Women’s club starts Bronx chapter

Members of the new Zonta International Bronx chapter surround club president Marsha Gilles at the “Zonta Zing” membership event. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

The College of New Rochelle has sold its building on E. 149th Street, but will con-
tinue to lease four of its fl oors for its adult education campus. 
 Courtesy College of New Rochelle

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The College of New Rochelle 

has sold its piece of prime South 
Bronx real estate for a hefty sum 
— but not to worry, Bronx book-
worms.

A down-scaled version of the 
school’s adult education School of 
New Resources will remain on-
site in Mott Haven for at least the 
next decade.

Property investment fi rm 
Chestnut Holdings snapped up 
the 60,000-square-foot, eight-story 
building at E. 149th Street and 
Courtland Avenue — steps from 
the heavily traffi cked Hub — in 

College of New Rochelle sells Mott Haven site
June for the asking price of $10.5 
million.

As part of the sale agree-
ment, the college’s John Cardinal 
O’Connor Campus will lease back 
four fl oors of the building for the 
next 10 years, with an option to 
push that lease to 15 years after 
fi ve years.

Less space, no problem
The school put the towering 

Mott Haven building on the block 
in February. College leadership 
said the school would pump the 
money from the sale into improv-
ing existing facilities and pro-
gramming. 

Overall growth from the 
school, said college president 
Judith Huntington, would over-
shadow the space squeeze.

“All of our classes and offer-
ings will be the same,” said Hun-
tington in an interview. “We are 
keeping the space that we really 
need, and continuing to grow.”

The School for New Re-
sources, which has doled out 
adult education degrees to more 
than 5,000 men and women in 
the community for more than 
35 years, will soon consoli-
date its classroom and office 

Boom by the Hub
The family-run real estate 

fi rm has been bullish on the 
Bronx since it purchased its fi rst 
building in the borough in 1997. 
And it’s not the only real estate 
company crowing about the area 
around the Hub, where Mott Ha-
ven’s three main streets inter-
sect.

In September 2013, city offi -
cials broke ground on an 88,000-
square foot $35 million mixed-
use facility in the Hub that will 
replace a vacant parking lot. The 
so-called Triangle Plaza Hub will 
soon host a Fine Fare Supermar-
ket and campus for Metropolitan 
College of New York, among other 
tenants.

Staying long term
The College of New Rochelle, 

which serves mostly local stu-
dents who walk or take a quick 
public transportation to class, 
has every intention of staying put 
amid the surrounding real estate 
boom.

“This is not an exit strategy 
whatsoever,” stressed Hunting-
ton. “We are fi rmly committed 
to serving the Bronx community 
for the long haul.”

All of our classes 
and offerings will 

be the same. We are 
keeping the space 

that we really need, 
and continuing to 

grow.
Judith Huntington

operations between the third 
and sixth f loors of the E. 149th 
street building. Chestnut Hold-
ings is now targeting retail ten-

ants for the ground and second 
f loors, and other commercial 
tenants for the seventh and 
eighth f loors.





BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Throggs Neck commu-

nity and St. Benedict’s Parish is 
losing an enduring program for 
children. 

The St. Benedict’s Playhouse, 
a wonderful, facilitated play 
group and learning program for 
toddlers run by local educators 
Bailey Provetto and Therese Co-
jocaru, will shut its doors after 
nine years of teaching hundreds 
of toddlers and getting them 
ready for school. 

Provetto cited a lot of differ-
ent factors, including the ongo-
ing economic slump that makes 
even a modest $65 a month for 
the program tough for families, 
a decline in enrollment, and 
complications arising from the 
regionalization of schools in the 
New York Archdiocese. All were 
factors that led to their decision 
to quit while they were ahead 
and go out on top, she said. 

Pastor Responds 

Father Stephen Norton, the 
pastor of St. Benedict’s Parish, 
said that the loss of the play-
house would be shared by the 
entire parish community, but 
struck a note of optimism in say-
ing that when God closes one 
door he opens another.

“Bailey and Therese were 
looking to retire out, and they 
tried to see if there would be 
someone else to take over the 
program,” said Norton. “But we 
just didn’t get anyone interested 
in doing that.” 

“It is a loss for us, there is no 
question about that,” he added. 
“But trumping that loss is what 
Bailey and Therese need in their 
lives and with their families — 
we are supporting them, and we 
are grateful for the nine years 
during which they worked ex-
tremely hard.” 

Norton said there may not be 
the same exact program continu-
ing at the church and its school, 

but he is confi dent that the par-
ish community will continue to 
thrive. 

A necessary program 

The program served over 783 
families, who often had several 
children each, said Provetto. 
The idea of a facilitated play 
group was fairly new at the time 
it was started under Monsignor 
Edmund Whalen, then-pastor of 
St. Benedict’s. 

“It was a very new type of a 
idea, it was not ‘a mommy and 
me,’ program, it was a facilitated 
play group which is like a pre-
school only with the caretakers 
being there,” she said. 

The playhouse was a compre-
hensive program that offered 
actual lessons, craft-time, cir-
cle-time, and speakers for the 
mothers and other caretakers 
involved in the children’s up-
bringing.

“We were getting the chil-
dren ready for school,” she said. 

“Every pre-k and kindergarten 
teacher knew our kids because 
they were the ones who knew 
how to transition, to lineup, and 
share and care.” 

Many similar programs in 
the area are also struggling 
and closing, and despite efforts 

to keep costs down, many local 
moms in the area couldn’t afford 
to send their children, she said. 

Provetto said that both she 
and Cojocaru thought and 
prayed about their diffi cult de-
cision, and feels that they made 
the right one.
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Drive consumers 
to your website
Your customers are online 

You need to be visible online too

WEB SEARCH CUSTOMERS ARE 
READY-TO-BUY

Find out how to make your website 
easily found.

Enhance your online visibility
Call for a FREE consultation and website analysis

718-260-4501
Email digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

 

  

A collage provided by Baily Provetto shows scenes from nine years at the St. 
Benedict’s Playhouse. Photo courtesy of Bailey Provetto

St. Benedict Parish 
Playhouse closes 

two years.
It remains unclear 

whether the Montefi ore 
Riverdale site will become 
the new law’s guinea pig, 
or if it will be downsized 
enough to get around the 
legislation.

An assistant vice presi-
dent at the health care 
chain, Kate Rose, told 
Community Board 8’s land 
use committee in June that 
Montefi ore was consid-
ering an “approximately 
three-story health facility 
with on-site parking,” ac-

cording to a report in the 
Riverdale Press.

Such a plan would be ex-
empt from going through 
Klein’s law, if it was also 
less than 30,000 square 
feet.

But a hospital spokes-
woman backtracked a bit 
this week in an e-mail to 
the Times-Reporter, saying 
only that Montefi ore plans 
to “signifi cantly reduce 
the project,” and wouldn’t 
specify whether the new 
plans were less than three 
stories tall, or smaller than 
30,000 square feet.

“We will be sharing the 
new plans with the pub-
lic in the coming weeks,” 
wrote Tracy Gurrisi.

Until then, Riverdale is 
keeping its fi ngers crossed 
— and elected offi cials will 
be watching.

“I have stood with the 
Riverdale community ev-
ery step of the way in fi ght-
ing against this health 
facility,” said Sen. Klein, 
“And I will continue to 
stand with them with re-
spect to Montefi ore’s new-
est iteration of its proposed 
Riverdale development.”

From Page 1

Monte to scale back ambulatory plan

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
TO ADVERTISE CALL 718-742-3386
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