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NY Salutes America Fireworks Extravaganza

Fireworks in the shape of a happy face 
were part of the dazzling and varied 
fi reworks display at Orchard Beach.
 Photo by Laura Stone

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx celebrated Amer-

ica with live music, a prome-
nade celebration and fi reworks 
in what proved a fun time for 
all. 

The annual New York Sa-
lutes America Fireworks Ex-
travaganza was a beautiful dis-
play of fi reworks by Grucci and 
community unity at Orchard 
Beach on Fri. June 27. 

The event was hosted by 
Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. and state Senator Jeff Klein. 
They were led onto the stage 

in front of the Orchard Beach 
Pavilion before the start of the 
fi reworks by a group of bagpip-
ers, and were joined by many of 
the borough’s elected offi cials.

Diaz took the opportunity to 
note that this year also marks 
the celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the Bronx as a 
county, and asked the crowd 
to give a round of applause 
to the attendee veterans who 
had made sacrifi ces to uphold 
American freedoms. Klein paid 
tribute to the war heroes. 

“This is a terrifi c event and 

I am so glad year after year 
many more people come be-
cause this is about the Bronx,” 
said Klein. “This is our way of 
kicking off the Fourth of July 
celebration and I think every-
one understands that it is a 
time to celebrate with families, 
but it is also a time to remem-
ber our veterans.” 

Klein added: “The freedoms 
we enjoy — really the sacrifi ce 
that went through the life and 
limbs of veterans — was the 
coinage used to purchase that 

Continued on Page 11

Street named 
after local

veteran

Showing Her True Colors

GROUP
HOME

OPPOSED
Van Nest site proposed for disabled women

Chastely Del Rosario is ready to watch the fi reworks at Orchard Beach on 
Friday, June 27.  More photos on page 11.

Photo by Laura Stone

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A service group has set its 

sights on a Van Nest house as the 
new home of women with devel-
opmental disabilities, but fi rst it 
must face a resistant community 
board.

Unique People Services, which 
provides housing and support for 
individuals living with AIDS, 
mental illness, or developmental 
disabilities, would like to turn 
a two-family house at 620 Baker 
Street into a group home for four 
young women in their 20s who 

have aged out of their residential 
programs.

The organization will present 
the idea to Community Board 11 
at a public hearing on July 27. The 
plan was initially introduced to 
the board at the June meeting by 
Sonji Phillips, director of develop-
mental disability services.

The group home would be an 
Individual Residential Alternative 
for the four women, who all have 
mild-to-moderate developmental 
disabilities, Phillips said. It would 

Continued on Page 4

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
A distinguished City Island 

veterans’ advocate will be im-
mortalized with a street named 
in his honor. 

The New York City Council 
unanimously approved a bill to 
co-name the intersection of Cross 
Street and City Island Avenue, 
where the Leonard H. Hawkins 
American Legion Post 156 stands, 
after its longtime commander 
and community activist, William 
Clancy, who passed away in 2012. 

The corner will be known as 
“Commander William G. Clancy 
Lane,” in a street salute proposed 
by Councilman Jimmy Vacca (D-
Throggs Neck).

Clancy was a life-long resident 
of City Island and a carpenter by 
trade, but he was best known for 
his work on behalf of veterans 
with the American Legion, al-
though he served his area as a 
whole. 

“William Clancy served his 
country and his community 
with distinction for over fi ve de-
cades, and I am proud to give 
him this honor that he so right-
fully deserves,” said Vacca. “No 
one did more for veterans than 
Commander Clancy, so it is only 
fi tting that every veteran who 
comes to the Leonard Hawkins 
American Legion Post 156 will 
see his name on the street sign 
and be reminded of him.”

The Clancys were moved by 
the tribute.

“The Clancy family is deeply 
touched by this honor bestowed 
upon our father and the greater 
American Legion family by 
Councilman Vacca,” said Wil-
liam Clancy, Jr. “Our dad would 
likely say that this honor is one 
that acknowledges all people who 
volunteer for organizations that 
serve the greater good.  We agree 
with that sentiment and thank 
all of those that helped make this 

Continued on Page 4



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

 J
u

ly
 6

, 2
0

1
4

   
  2

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx River Art Center 

broke ground on its building ren-
ovation on Thurs. June 26.

The ceremony, well attended 
by elected offi cials and commu-
nity leaders, marked the start of a 
$10-million project that has been 
years in the making.

The BRAC executive direc-

tor said she’s been imagining the 
renovations to the East Tremont 
building since she took the job in 
1999, but it took a long time to get 
the plans and funding in place to 
start the project.

The center vacated the build-
ing in 2010, Gail Nathan said, and 
in the interim, it has continued to 
offer all its educational and arts 
programing at space provided by 
other organizations.

When renovated, the center 
will have new artist work spaces 
that will be offered at below mar-
ket value, in addition to a cowork-
ing space for creative or envi-
ronmental entrepreneurs, and 
a multipurpose room for perfor-
mance art or community rental, 
Nathan said.

Those spaces will help bring in 
some income for the center to help 
reduce the reliance on grants and 
government, she added.

“So we’re more self suffi cient,” 
she said.

The center’s core mission is 
still education, and the youth pro-
graming that touches upon all 

types of art will be enhanced by 
these other offerings.

“Our education is expanding 
and integrating into all these 
functions,” Nathan said. “So the 
students learn there are career 
prospects through the arts.”

The educational mission also 
extends into environmentalism, 
which is also core pillar of the 
organization, and the center has 
an educational garden where kids 
can learn about local plants, wild-
life, and environmental restora-
tion.

“They learn about environ-
mental issues relevant to the 
Bronx River,” said Nathan.

The building itself is envi-
ronmentally friendly, and will 
include a green roof, along with 
more energy effi cient systems.

The plans for the building have 
been designated with LEED Sil-
ver certifi cation, deputy commis-
sioner for Public Buildings David 
Resnick at the ground breaking.

“This will be a model of envi-
ronmentally sustainable design,” 
he said.

The building’s new design is 
also visually unique, said Na-
than, and it uses “super-graph-
ics” to transform the existing 
structure’s exterior into some-
thing striking.

It was important for the design 
to have a bold street presence to 
make people aware of the center 
and draw them in, said Resnick.

“People will know it’s here,” 
he said. “The outreach is per-
formed physically by the build-
ing.” 

The center has a commitment 
to serving and helping to revital-
ize the community, Nathan said, 
and she feels they increase aware-
ness of how important the arts 
are in terms of quality of life.

“Art makes everybody’s life 
better,” she said. “In terms of ex-
periencing it, participating in it, 
and learning from it.”

Bronx River Art Ctr. 
building renovations

Bronx River Arts Center leaders and elected offi cials break ground on the center’s renovations to the East Tremont building 
in West Farms on Thursday, June 26. Photo by Aracelis Batista

The design of the future Bronx River 
Arts Center, a collaboration between 
Sage and Coombe architects and 
graphic artist Tattfoo Tan. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx River Arts Center

BY BEN KOCHMAN
He snagged a suspect 

who may have swiped a 
woman’s purse, and now 
he’s grabbed the honor of 
top cop.

Officer Tai Lee of the 
49th Precinct received the 
“Cop of the Month” award 
from the precinct’s com-
munity council for his 
savvy handling of an April 
pocketbook robbery.

Nabbed a snagger
The officer responded 

to the purse grab on April 
6 at around 9 pm on E. Gun 
Hill Road by quickly can-
vassing the area with the 
victim, before tracking 
down the suspect, accord-
ing to a police report.

Officer Lee appre-
hended the perp, who was 
carrying marijuana and a 
knife.

Lee received high 

marks from his boss.
“It’s that bravery, re-

ally acting quickly not 
knowing whether this guy 
was armed or not, which is 
why he earned this honor,” 
said Four-Nine command-
ing officer Captain Tim 
McCormack at the coun-
cil’s June meeting.

Steady vet 
honored

Lee was not the only 
NYPD officer to get some 
community love.

Officer Bill Paterno 
was also honored, as 
“Cop of the Month” for 
May.

The six-year force vet-
eran made 12 arrests in 
that month, collaring al-
leged lawbreakers for a 
variety of offenses.

“It’s those noise com-
plaints that you call up, 
and then they refuse to 

abide by the noise or-
dinances, or that guy 
that’s driving down Pel-
ham Parkway recklessly 
with no registration and 
no insurance, he’s mak-
ing those collars,” said 
Captain McCormack, 
as Paterno received his 
award.

McCormack said 
that Paterno earned the 
honor through his con-
sistent efforts to com-
bat crime, more so than 
through one specific 
moment of police work.

“His award is not for 
one act, or one thing 
that he did,” crowed the 
commanding officer. 
“It’s about his overall 
dedication to the com-
munity.”

The council will 
break until September, 
when its monthly meet-
ings will start up again.

Cops of the Month receive awards
Offi cers Lee and Paterno honored 

(L-r) Joe Thompson, Senator Jeff Klein, Offi cer Tai Lee and 49th Precinct Commanding Offi cer Tim 
McCormack. Courtesy Sen. Klein’s offi ce
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NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL EXAM
X-RAYS AND CLEANING

$50with this ad

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
183 West 231 Street

Bronx, NY 10463

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462

NEW PATIENT 
SPECIAL 
EXAM

X-Rays and Cleaning

$75 with this ad

PARTIALS
Reg. $1000
Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY
DENTURES
$999

OVERDENTURE
$3500
IMPLANTS
STARTING AT
$499

VALPLAST 
FLEXIBLE 
PARTIALS
Reg. $1200
Now $1000

CALL NOW AND RECEIVE
OUR SPECIAL 1 HOUR

ZOOM!
Teeth Whitening Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/thids ad

CALL 1-855-70-COHEN

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
444 Willis Avenue.
Bronx, NY 10455

(26436)
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happen.”
William Clancy, Sr., 

served in the U.S. Army 
from 1961 to 1963, when he 
joined the Hawkins Post. 
He held many roles there, 
including at least two pe-
riods as post commander, 
as well as post vice com-
mander for activities and 
post secretary.

During his time as com-
mander, Clancy oversaw 
the expansion of the City 
Island American Legion 
building to its current ca-
pacity, and he was awarded 
the Legion’s “Good Guy” 
award in 1978 in recogni-
tion of his years of service. 

In 1993, Clancy as-
cended to the rank of Bronx 

county commander on the 
borough-wide arm of the le-
gion. Later, when he again 
served as commander for 
the Hawkins Post in 1996, 

he became involved in the 
New York State American 
Legion. It was during that 
time that Clancy spear-
headed a national effort to 
recognize Prisoners of War 
and soldiers Missing in Ac-
tion (POW/MIA). As a re-
sult, the U.S. Department 
of Defense declassifi ed doc-
uments to better inform 
bereft families, and fl ew 
POW/MIA fl ags from many 
government fl agpoles. 
Clancy later became dis-
trict American Legion 
commander and state-
wide vice commander, 
both positions cover-
ing the Bronx and other 
nearby counties. He was 
a candidate for New York 
state commander before 

his passing, and will be 
remembered as a mentor 
to members and for help-
ing the legion to advance 

and grow, said Hawkins 
Post Commander John 
Muhlfeld.

“He was a father-fi g-

ure for many,” he said. 
“He nurtured them to 
continue in the legion 
and make it better.”

Commander William G. Clancy Lane street naming on City Island

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

COMMANDER
 WILLIAM G. CLANCY

From Page 1

be staffed around the clock, 
and the women, who either 
work or attend day habili-
tation centers, have no his-
tory of dangerous behavior, 
she said, adding the home 
would be well cared for and 
the women will receive lots 
of services, Phillips said 
she sees no negative impact 
on the neighborhood.

“They’ll be receiving all 
the support the need to par-
ticipate in the community,” 
she said.

The organization is still 
entertaining other housing 
options for the women, but 
Phillips said the Van Nest 
house is the top choice be-
cause it has a great layout 
and meets state require-
ments.

Phillips said she re-
ceived a negative response 
when she fi rst presented 
the plan to the community 
board. Board member Al 
D’Angelo supported group 
homes for people already 
living in the community 

board region, but he op-
posed Unique’s proposal be-
cause the women were not 
from the Van Nest or Mor-
ris Park areas.

Organizations look to 
put services for people from 
outside the community into 
the neighborhood, D’Angelo 

said, and it’s the commu-
nity board’s responsibility 
to protect and serve the ex-
isting residents.

“I don’t want our com-
munity to be a dumping 
ground because it’s a safe 
community for anyone who 
wants to put a group home 
here,” said D’Angelo. “Put 
the group home where the 
children are coming from.”

Near the end of the meet-
ing a board member made a 
motion to oppose the group 
home, which the majority 
of the board supported. But 
after the meeting, it was 
brought to the attention of 
the board’s chair, Tony Vi-
taliano, that there should 
have been a public hearing 
on the issue before any vote. 

It’s important to allow 
community members a 
chance to give their input, 
said Vitaliano, although he 
said he expects the commu-
nity board to vote the same 
way next time.

“You’ve got to have a 
public hearing and invite 

people from the neighbor-
hood,” he said.

The public hearing will 
take place at on Thurs. July 

24 at 7 pm, at Lubin Hall, 
Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, 1200 Van Nest Av-
enue. Members of the public 

will be able to speak at the 
hearing for up to three min-
utes if they sign up before it 
starts. 

Proposed Van Nest group home for women with disabilities

I don’t want our 
community to 
be a dumping 

ground because 
it’s a safe 

community for 
anyone who 
wants to put 

a group home 
here.

Al D’Angelo

620 Baker St. in Van Nest, where Unique People Services would like to create a group home for four 
young women with developmental disabilities. Photo by Edwin Soto

From Page 1
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2525  BRONX INFLUENTIAL WOMENBRONX INFLUENTIAL WOMEN

The Bronx Times Reporter held its 25 Bronx Infl uential Women awards ceremony and dinner at Villa Barone Manor in Throggs Neck on Thursday, June 26.  The news or-
ganization, part of Community News Group, honored women from all walks of life for making the Bronx a better place to live and work. The women made speeches after 
accepting their awards, as did Bronx Times Publisher Laura Guerriero and co-founder John Collazzi. Geri Sciorino of the Bronx Design Group was mistress of ceremonies 
and a part of the gala planning committee. The event’s sponsor was Emigrant Mortgage.  The Bronx Times extends special thanks to Villa Barone Manor, BronxNet, Crown 
Trophy, and Anthony’s Flower Farm. 

Enjoying the event are (from left) Daniel Silvagnoli, honoree Flora Montes, and Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, who gave a speech during the program. Photo by Alex Belisle

Bronx Times co-founder John Collazzi gave the key-
note speech. Photo by Alex Belisle



7
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  J
u

ly
 6

, 2
0

1
4

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

Honorees (seated, l-r) Elba Cabrera, Shannon Gilstad, Arlene Mukoko, Flora Montes, and Doris Quino-
nes, with (standing) publisher Laura Guerriero and presenter Elizabeth Figueroa. Photos by Alex Belisle

Honorees (seated, l-r) Dr. Melissa Barber, Sister Lesley Block, Jessica Clemente, Claudia Mera, and Ve-
ronica Torres with (standing) publisher Laura Guerriero and presenter Anna Vicenty.  Photo by Alex Belisle

Honorees (seated, l-r) Marianne O’Hea Anderson, Holly Block, Gail Nathan, and Lilyanna Pekic, and 
Donna Marzi, sitting in for honoree Andrea Verdeschi  with (standing) publisher Laura Guerriero and 
presenter Rosemary DeLuca. Photo by Alex Belisle

Honorees (seated, l-r) Aviva Davidson, Sabrina Kizzie, Brigitte Lozada, Melissa Patterson, and Carla 
Precht with (standing) publisher Laura Guerriero and presenter Lisa Sorin. Photo by Alex Belisle

Honorees (seated, l-r) Rosanne Carotenuto, Michelle Dolgow Cristofaro, Cecilia DeBrino Haas, Denise 
Matranga, and Sr. Mary Rita Miguel with (standing) publisher Laura Guerriero and presenter Geri Scio-
rtino.          Photo by Alex Belisle

Co-founder John Collazzi (c) and Publisher Laura Guerriero (far right) celebrate with Planning Commit-
tee members (l-r) Lisa Sorin, Westchester Square BID; Elizabeth Figueroa, New York Botanical Garden; 
Geri Sciortino, Bronx Design Group; Anna Vincenty, Offi ce of Congressman Jose E. Serrano; and Rose-
mary DeLuca, Wildlife Conservation Society. Photo by Alex Belisle



BY BEN KOCHMAN
You can ride to the Y on 

two wheels now instead of 
four.

Folks at the Bronx YMCA 
on Castle Hill Avenue are 
feeling wheel happy after 
landing the borough’s fi rst 
city “bike corrals” – rows of 

circular bike parking racks 
installed curbside.

The Department of 
Transportation replaced 
two of the YMCA’s spaces for 
cars with the series of circu-
lar bike racks Monday, June 
16, after the Y requested the 
cycle shelters last year.

Healthy ride
Facility staff said the 

racks, which can store eight 
bikes, give cyclists a con-
venient place to store their 
ride — and might convince 
others to take up a healthier 
lifestyle.

“Not only does it look 
great, it serves our initia-
tive of healthy living,” said 
Sharlene Brown, the Bronx 
Y’s executive director.

The city has already 
put in 39 of the “corrals” in 
Brooklyn, Manhattan, and 
Queens. But the Y’s bike 
corral is the fi rst to be in-
stalled in the Bronx. Cor-
rals are different from bike 
racks on the sidewalk, since 
they include plant beds and 
are installed on the street.

Organizations can apply 
for the bike racks on DOT’s 
website, but must promise 
to be responsible for main-
taining upkeep, including 
snow and trash removal.

Love for the bikers
The Y’s application was 

inspired by bike-riding 
members of the staff, who 

insisted that they have a 
designated spot to lock up 
their cycles.

Yet bikers visiting the 
complex before could only 
tie their two-wheelers to a 
nearby tree or pole.  

“We had people on staff 
who ride every day,” said 
Brown, the Y’s executive di-
rector. “In the morning, it 
can get crowded.”

Brown said the Bronx 

Y’s embrace of the bike is 
only beginning. The facil-
ity has a bigger bike plan in 
the works, she said, includ-
ing teaming up with cyclist 
group Bike New York to 
give riding lessons.

Rave rider reviews
Meanwhile, locals are 

still getting used to the new 
Y parking option. But some 
positive reviews have al-

ready started streaming in.
“I think it’s pretty 

great,” said Jerry Brown, 
a Soundview resident who 
visits the Y many times a 
week. 

Brown recently drove 
over to the Y, but said that 
he’d consider cruising by 
on his bike next time.

“It’s nice, it’s summer, 
and it’s good for you,” he 
said. “Why not?”
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Ride to the Bronx Y! 

YMCA devotee Jerry Moore said he might roll up to his next work-
out on two wheels instead of four. Photo by Ben Kochman

The city’s new bike racks and fl ower beds replace two parking spots at the Castle Hill Avenue Bronx Y.
 Photo by Ben Kochman

Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

Bottino, 246 10th Ave., New York, NY 10001
Tuesday, July 22, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Center White Plains Hospital, Bronx Lebanon Hospital
Rachael Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR263964 (1158447) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

NEW CONSTRUCTION  
2 & 3 BEDROOM CONDOS

Ultra contemporary layouts 
Parking and storage  

Terraces and vaulted ceilings 
Modern appliance package included

STARTING AT $379,000
Low common charges and tax abatement

546 East 87th Street, Brooklyn  
(Foster & Farragut Ave)

87LOFT

COLDWELL BANKER LABARCA

 917.246.0910  ·  LOFTS87.COM

Open Houses: Sunday 12-4PM, Tuesday & Thursday 3-8PM

freedom.” 
Diaz said the event 

celebrated the borough 
as “one big Bronx happy 
family” of great multi-
culturalism.

“Everybody talks 
about diversity, but the 
Bronx is diversity, and 
we have been living that 
for a long time,” said 

Klein. 
The pair of politicians 

was joined by elected 
and appointed officials, 
including state Sen. Ru-
ben Diaz Sr., Sen. Ruth 
Hassell-Thompson, As-
semblyman and Bronx 
Democratic County 
Committee Chair-
man Carl Heastie, and 
Assemblymen Mark 

Gjonaj, Marcos Cre-
spo, and Michael Bene-
detto, and Deputy Bor-
ough President Aurelia 
Greene, Councilwoman 
Vanessa Gibson, 80th 
Assembly District State 
Committeeman Joseph 
McManus, and Thomas 
Messina, an aide to Con-
gressman Joseph Crow-
ley. 

NY Salutes America Fireworks Extravaganza

From Page 1

CALL 718-742-3386 TO ADVERTISE

Bronxites enjoy the annual fi rework celebration. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Veteran Johnnie Williams attended the patriotic 
celebration. Photo by Laura Stone
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Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

Frankie And Johnnie’s Pine Tavern Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale Ave., Bronx, NY 10462 
Wednesday, July 16, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Center White Plains Hospital, Bronx Lebanon Hospital
Rachael Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR262824 (1156705) US.MS.MSX. 14.08.017
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