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SCANLAN 
HAS NEW
LEADER

Longtime educator becomes principal
BY JAIME WILLIAMS

A historic Bronx school is en-
tering its next chapter with a new 
principal who says he’s ready for 
the challenges faced by Catholic 
schools in the 21st Century.

Monsignor Scanlan High 
School appointed longtime educa-
tor and former Nazareth Regional 
High School principal Peter Doran 
as the school’s new chief, and the 
leader of teachers and students 
said he plans to use the knowledge 
he gained at that Brooklyn school 
as the foundation for his new in-

stitution’s future success.
“I’m thrilled to be coming to 

Scanlan,” said Doran, who started 
his career teaching in 1981 and 
has been an administrator since 
1990. “I want to continue the great 
work done here for 65 years.”

Doran arrives at a time when 
Catholic schools across the city are 
facing rising tuitions and decreas-
ing enrollment. There are now 390 
students at Monsignor Scanlan, 
he said, which only fi lls two of the 
fi ve buildings on the campus, and 

Continued on Page 4

BY BEN KOCHMAN
They wanted a taste of 

Asia, but two customers of a 
Westchester Square restau-
rant were served a potentially 
deadly liver virus, a new lawsuit 
claims.

David Cohen, a 42-year-old 
from New Jersey, and 25-year-old 
Bronx resident Anthony Loreto 
Jr., both say they became sick in 
September 2013 after dining at 
New Hawaii Sea Restaurant in 
August of that year, according to 
papers fi led by lawyer Bill Mar-
ler on June 9 in Bronx Supreme 
Court.

Cohen claims he visited New 
Hawaii for a surprise birthday 
party on Aug. 10 and started 
feeling symptoms on Sept. 8, the 
suit charges. The volunteer fi re-
fi ghter experienced abdomen 
pain, a 103-degree fever, and a 
swollen liver, before being di-
agnosed with hepatitis A days 
later.

Loreto Jr. experienced simi-
lar symptoms after eating take-
out from New Hawaii on Aug. 11. 
His order included a spicy tuna 
roll, pan-fried wontons, Hawaii 
steak and lo mein, court papers 
state.

The victims have not said 
how much money they are seek-
ing for damages, but their lawyer 
claims the going rate for hep-A is 
$100,000 per person to cover med-
ical bills, loss of wages, and phys-
ical and emotional distress.

“These gentlemen basically 
had the worst fl u you could ever 
imagine, and then had it for two 
or three months,” said Marler.

Hepatitis A is normally not 
life-threatening, but Marler said 
that New Hawaii was lucky that 
none of the alleged poisoned vic-
tims needed a liver transplant.

“It could have been a lot 

Hepatitis
lawsuit hits
restaurant 

Continued on Page 4

Belmont’s Feast of St. Anthony
The giglio “dances” down the street in Little Italy on Saturday, June 14 
as part of the annual Feast of St. Anthony Celebration in Belmont. More 
photos found on page 7. 

Photo by W
alter Pofeldt

The Bronx salutes America 

Anyone can enjoy free fi reworks on 
Orchard Beach during New York Sa-
lutes America. File photo

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Bring the noise! The borough’s 

annual New York Salutes America 
fi reworks celebration at Orchard 
Beach is coming back!

The Bronx’s annual promenade 
festival and fi reworks spectacular 
will blast off at Orchard Beach on 
Friday, June 27 from 6 pm to 11 pm. 

Hosted by Senator Jeff Klein (D-
Morris Park) and Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr, performances 
at the bandstand next to the Or-
chard Beach Pavilion will kick off 
at 7 pm, and the Grucci Brothers 

fi rworks will be lit just after dusk at 
9 pm. A magic show, face-painting, 
and balloon art for children will 
also be on the card. 

The two pols, who host the event 
that is run by the Bronx Tourism 
Council, welcomed all to the beach 
and the promenade for the fun. 

“With warm weather and the 
start of the summer, I am looking 
forward to one of my favorite events 
of the year — the Bronx Fireworks 
Spectacular,” said Klein. “This 
celebration is a great chance for 
Bronxites to enjoy music, food and, 

of course, fi reworks with friends 
and family.” 

Klein added that the event is 
also a way to honor veterans. 

“It provides an opportunity 
for us to salute the brave men and 
women who serve our country 
and defend our freedoms,” he said. 
“With the Fourth of July right 
around the corner, our Fireworks 
Extravaganza is a great time to 
commemorate all who have sacri-
fi ced so much to protect our coun-
try.”

Continued on Page 11
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A new law from Bronx state senator Jeff Klein would give community boards the power to lower the 
speed limit and combat speedsters like this one cruising through E. Gun Hill Road. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The state is readying a 

law that will clear a path 
to 25 miles-per-hour “slow 
zones” in the Bronx that will 
also give local community 
boards the chance to weigh 
in whenever a speed limit 
is lowered by 10 ticks on the 
speedometer.

A bill moving through 
the state Senate and being 
supported by state Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D–Morris Park) gives 
members of the lowest level 
of city government the right 
to say “yay” or “nay” to drops 
in speed limits of more than 
10 miles per hour, allowing 
the groups to have a hearing 
on such plans 60 days before 
a speed limit change takes 
effect.

The state bill would also 
allow the city Department of 
Transportation to lower the 
default city speed limit from 
30 mph to 25 mph, without in-

put from community boards.
State legislators had un-

til Thursday, June 19 to vote 
on the bill. If it failed to pass 
by then, the law would be 
shelved until January.

Popular with boards
Klein said his bill al-

lowed the locals who know 
their streets best a shot to vet 
slowdowns in their neigh-
borhoods.

“When making signifi -
cant changes to traffi c law, 
our community deserves an 
opportunity to weigh in,” he 
said. 

Community Board lead-
ers around the borough said 
they were thrilled that the 
city could soon be slowing 
down their streets — and 
that they were involved in 
the process.

“I love that we now have a 
formal role in all of this,” said 
Tony Vitaliano, chairman of 

CB11, where he said locals of-
ten use Pelham Parkway as a 
speedway. 

The chairman of Com-
munity Board 10 said a 25 
mph speed limit could help 
slow down tow trucks zoom-
ing through E. Tremont 
Avenue — but only if police 
cracked down on the new 
speed limit.

“You can make all these 
laws, but when it comes down 
to it we need enforcement,” 
said John Marano. “That’s 
the only way anything’s go-
ing to work.”

But it remains unclear 
just how much Klein’s law 
will change the community 
board’s role in the process.

The new law does not give 
boards power over much of 
the city’s so-called “Arterial 
Slow Zone” program, which 
lowers the speed limit on 
big thoroughfares — so far 
including the Grand Con-

course and E. Gun Hill Road 
in the Bronx — from 30 mph 
to 25 mph.

Boards would, on the 
other hand, have a chance 
to vet the city’s “Neighbor-
hood Slow Zone” program, 
which lowers the speed limit 
in less-traffi cked residential 
areas from 30 mph to 20 mph. 
As always, the boards’ votes 
would be advisory.

But a spokesman at the 
mayor’s offi ce said that the 
Department of Transporta-

tion usually comes before 
the boards in advance re-
gardless with plans for the 
Slow Zone programs.

Activist 
compromise

Most of the city’s safe 
transit activists supported 
the bill, though they had 
originally pushed the city 
to lower the speed limit to 20 
mph citywide.

“Our stance was to go to 
20, but we are learning that 

politics is a game of compro-
mise,” said Aaron Charlop-
Powers of the group Families 
for Safe Streets. 

Charlop-Powers’ mother 
Megan Charlop was killed in 
2010 after being struck by a 
bus while riding her bike at 
E. Tremont and Crotona Av-
enues.

“We think there’s im-
perfections with the bill,” 
the Norwood resident said. 
“But it’s an important step in 
making the streets safer.”

Law will clear way 
for slower streets

MODEL
GraND OPENING
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in our 3 brand new model homes!

Maple-Fields.com | 914.461.9208

The Wallkill,  
Ramapo & Hudson
are the definition of the  

Baker Residential Difference,  

filled with high-quality features,  

classic style and so much more!

•   3 bedrooms, 2.5 bath with attached 2-car garages

•   Gourmet inspired kitchens, including Stainless Steel 
appliances, granite countertops, etc. 

•  Hardwood flooring throughout 1st floor

•  Finished Recreation Room

•  Convenient Orange County location

•   Clubhouse with fitness center, outdoor pool,  
basketball court and tot lot

SPECIAL 
PRICING FROM $249,900

GPS Address: 31 Schutt Road, Town of Wallkill, NY
We are open 7 days a week from 10am to 5pm. Also available by appointment.

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN®

HuntingtonHelps.com

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, co dence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS
K-12 

 
 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
  

EXAM PREP

: 

SAVE $100**
WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

.
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worse,” he said.

Panic last fall
The Department of 

Health closed the restau-
rant on Sept. 19, 2013, after 
fi ve of the eatery’s patrons 
and one worker were diag-
nosed with the liver virus. 

Hepatitis A is spread by 
eating food that has been 
contaminated by traces of 
fecal matter from someone 
infected with the virus. A 
source close to the investi-
gation told the Times-Re-
porter in September that 
the culprit in this case was 
one of the restaurant’s wait-
ers.

Those contaminated 
feel the fi rst symptoms 
anywhere from 15 to 50 
days later, according to the 
Health Department. There 
is no cure once the virus 
sets in, but getting a vac-
cine within 14 days of ex-
posure can combat the dis-
ease’s onset.

Lines around block
Health offi cials urged 

anyone who ate at the res-
taurant from Sept.7 to 
Sept. 19 to get vaccinated 
for Hepatitis A. 

Nearly 2,800 customers 
then heeded city’s warn-
ing, lining up for hours for 
free vaccinations at Leh-

man High School. The line 
often snaked around the 
block.

The restaurant was 
cleared to reopen Sept. 21, 
2013 after the city exam-
ined the restaurant and 
vaccinated its workers.

The once neighborhood 
institution re-branded it-
self two months later as 
Kai, an Asian fusion eat-
ery that opened that De-
cember.

Owners of the former 
New Hawaii Sea Restau-
rant could not be reached 
for comment. 

More legal tussels
The two lawsuits fi led 

this month are not the only 
legal action taken against 
the restaurant.

Another class-action 

lawsuit was fi led against 
the eatery in September 
claimed smaller damages 
for the inconvenience of 

waiting in hours-long lines 
that stretched around the 
block at Lehman High 
School.

B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

 J
u

n
e

 2
2

, 2
0

1
4

   
  4

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2014 by Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a sub sidiary of 
News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Bronx 
Times Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, New York 10454. 

PUBLISHER: Laura Guerriero
V.P. OF ADVERTISING: Ralph D’Onofrio
CLASSIFIED DIRECTOR: Amanda Tarley

DEPUTY EDITOR: Bob Kappstatter

General Phone: (718) 742-3397
By Mail: Bronx Times Reporter
900 E. 132nd Street
Bronx, NY 10454

NEWS
Fax: (718) 518-0038
E-Mail: bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

DISPLAY ADVERTISING 
Phone: (718) 742-3386
Fax: (718) 518-0038
E-Mail: lguerriero@cnglocal.com

CLASSIFIED
Phone: (718) 260-2555
Fax: (718) 260-2549
E-Mail: classified@cnglocal.com

MEMBER:

he’d like to get that number 
up to 600 within the next 
three years.

His strategy for increas-
ing enrollment is two-fold: 
he’ll strengthen student 
outreach by focusing en-
ergy on visiting feeder 
Catholic grammar schools 
and increase fund-raising 
from alumni in order to 
keep tuition down and offer 
more partial scholarships.

“We have to help parents 
out somehow,” said Doran.

It’s important that 
alumni connect with the 
current students at the 
school, he said, so he would 
like to host dinners at the 
school to give students an 
opportunity to meet the 
alumni and form relation-
ships.

Doran said similar ef-
forts to increase enrollment 
at Nazareth worked while 
he was there, with enroll-
ment increasing from 525 
students to 635 students 
over fi ve years.

But on top of strength-
ening the school in the long 
term, Doran faces the more 
immediate challenge of 
building his school’s trust 
in the fall.

Doran said he’ll start by 
projecting a no-nonsense 
exterior in order to gain 
respect, and he has high ex-
pectations that kids follow 
the rules. But he said he 
doesn’t want his Catholic 
schools to be a considered 
a place with harsh conse-
quences.

“I want it to be a place 
where they learn disci-
pline, not be disciplined,” 
he said.

And while he can be 
tough but fair, Doran said 
he likes to joke around with 
his students. It is impor-
tant to meet the students 
on their level, he said, that 
way they feel comfortable 
coming to you with prob-
lems.

“You have to show the 
kids you have a heart,” he 
said.

New principal for 
Scanlan H.S.

Longtime Catholic educator Peter Doran starts as the new princi-
pal at Monsignor Scanlan High School on July 1. 
 Photo by Jaime Williams

From Page 1
Call

718.260.2555
..to advertise 

your business in our 
Classifi ed Section 

and get.. 

Real Results!

Hepatitis lawsuits hits restaurant

Owners for the New Hawaii Sea Restaurant face a pair of lawsuits following a hepatitis A outbreak that 
allegedly started in the Asian-fusion eatery. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

From Page 1
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
If they didn’t know it 

before, they know it now: 
these colors don’t run.

These colors don’t run at P.S. 304
Members of a local 

American Legion post 
taught elementary school 
students about the meaning 

of the American fl ag and pa-
triotism during a trip to PS 
304 on Friday, June 13.

Nearly 300 youngsters 
got to learn all about Old 
Glory from members of the 
Theodore Korony Post No. 
254 one day prior to the too-
little-celebrated holiday 
that honors the Star-Span-
gled Banner. 

“The idea is to give stu-
dents an understanding of 
the fl ag, how to respect it 
and what the pledge of al-
legiance means” said Judy 
Lanci, one of the organizers 
of the event. 

The interactive presen-
tation included questions 
and answers, illustrated 
booklets for the kids to take 
home, and a visit from Uncle 
Sam himself — Judy Lanci’s 
wife John, who dressed up 
as the American icon to get 
kids fi red up about learning 
about the Stars and Stripes. 

Among the topics cov-
ered were the growth of 
Flag Day programs in 
schools in the late-19th Cen-
tury as part of an effort to 

Americanize generations of 
immigrant children. 

“That is so perfect for to-
day because we are becom-
ing a nation, again, of im-
migrants,” she said. 

In addition to the Flag 
Day celebration at PS 304, 
Korony Post commander 
Joe Mondello hosted a pro-
gram at the Pelham Bay and 
Throgs Neck branches of the 
public library titled “The 

History of the American 
Flag” that gave a primer on 
the country from the time of 
the 13 British colonies ruled 
by King George III through 
its evolution into a free and 
independent nation.   

Both programs at the el-
ementary school and librar-
ies are part of an effort of 
the post to bring American-
ism to the local community. 

“These are two great 

Americanism programs,” 
Legion member Pat Devine. 
“Both [Mondello and Lanci] 
have been perpetuating 
Americanism through Flag 
Day for decades. People 
don’t always realize how 
they got their freedom.” 

Devine pointed out a 
hard truth that he said kids 
need to learn.

“Freedom isn’t free,” he 
said. 

Presenter Judy Lanci with the color guard during a Flag Day event at P.S. 304 on Friday, June 13. 
 Photo by Patrick Rocchio

John Lanci dressed as Uncle Sam for the PS 304 presentation. 
 by Patrick Rocchio
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A former Pelham Parkway eyesore is now a supermarket. Locals celebrated the opening of Green 
Apple Market on Pelham Parkway South at White Plains Road on June 7. The former home of the Globe 
Theater will now offer fresh fruits, veggies, prepared foods and other tasty eats. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Natividad Vales thinks the new Green Apple Supermarket has great vegetables. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

OPENING OF GREEN APPLE SUPERMARKET ON PELHAM PARKWAY AND WHITE PLAINS ROAD

WHITE PLAINS ROAD SIDEWALK SALE

Beverly Coope had her blood 
pressure checked by Maria Ri-
vera at Vanguard Health Cen-
ter. Photo by Edwin Soto

Two local merchant organiza-
tions joined forces on June 7 
to host a sidewalk sale. The 
White Plains Road Merchants 
Assocation and the East 233rd 
Street Association put on a day 
of family fun, face painting, Fa-
ther’s Day sales, and giveways. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

ROCKING THE BOAT LAUNCH

The youth and their teachers prepare to launch the boat they built into the Bronx River. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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The giglio was carried down 187th Street in front of Our Lady of Mount Carmel as part of the annual Feast of St. Anthony Celebration in 
Belmont on June 14. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Nick Detore, 15, put in maximum effort as a lifter of the giglio, 
which is traditionally considered a high honor. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Feast ofThe Feast of
St. AnthonySt. Anthony

Mathew Del Grosso watches the procession in his old-world outfi t. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

It took more than 100 people to carry the multi-story structure 
that acted as a stage for the band. Photo by Walter Pofeldt



BY JAIME WILLIAMS
They’re bringing the 

fi eld trip back to students 
in the East Bronx.

Project Boost — the ac-
ronym for “Building Op-
tions and Opportunities 
for Students” — uses state 
dollars to provide students 
with cultural experiences 
outside the classroom 
that tight school budgets 
often don’t allow, and now 
25 Bronx schools can get 
in (or out) on the action 
thanks to $500,000 a local 
state senator helped se-
cure for the program.

“Delivering a quality 
education means provid-
ing a whole educational 
experience that offers 
learning opportunities in-
side and outside the class-
room,” said state Sen. Jeff 
Klein (D–Throggs Neck), 
who worked behind the 
scenes to get the dollars.

Supporters of the pro-
gram say its awesome 

because it allows school 
administrators to decide 
what types of program-
ming they want to pro-
vide.

“Jeff is really empower-
ing the schools to do what 
is good for their school,” 
said Carl Vinci, director 
of Student Services for 
Project Boost. “It’s not a 
cookie-cutter approach.”

Many of the schools 
use their money to take 
groups of students to 
museums, plays, restau-
rants, and events at col-
lege campuses, said Vinci 
— experiences most of the 
students wouldn’t have 
outside of school that 
gives them a taste of what 
they could have if they 
work hard and got a good 
education.

“The more you see, 
the more you want,” said 
Vinci. 

Longtime faculty ad-
ministrators pointed out 

that Project Boost has 
paid for drama club trips 
to Broadway shows, art 
club excursions to the 
Guggenheim Museum, 
and the chess club compe-
titions across the city that 
have helped students so-
cially because it gets them 

out of their community 
and allows them to inter-
act with different people.

“It’s preparing them 
not just for high school, 
but for life,” said Victor 
Villegas, assistant prin-
cipal at PS 105 in Pelham 
Bay.

And parents say expe-
riences outside the class-
room — like trips for tea at 
Gracie Mansion, learning 
how to use a sound system 
at the Paley Center for 
Media, or fourth graders 
competing in ballroom 
dancing, gives kids extra 

confi dence in themselves.
“It’s one thing to do 

something in school or 
read about it in a book,” 
said Veronica Brugman, 
the Parent Coordinator 
at PS 72 in Throggs Neck. 
“It’s another thing to ac-
tually do it.”
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A ‘Boost’ for 
Bronx children!

State Senator Jeff Klein visited PS 72 in Throggs Neck in 2013 to meet the students who benefi t from Project BOOST. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce

Fun Summer Learning in a  
Safe, Affordable Environment 
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http://www.oursaviourbronx.org/summer-camp/ 

 
 

�� Nationally accredited K-12 by 
Middle States Association 

 
�� Need based financial aid available 

 
�� Small class sizes 

 
Limited spaces still available for 

the 2014-15 school year 
 

Call 718-792-5665 
to schedule a tour this summer 

 
 

www.oursaviourbronx.org 

OUR SAVIOUR
SUMMER DAY CAMP 2014

OUR SAVIOUR
LUTHERAN SCHOOL
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Community leaders in 

Van Nest who were fed up 
with the graffi ti plaguing 
their neighborhood after 
months of constant tagging 
and 311 calls that weren’t 
yielding results say they 
are fi nally seeing improve-
ments now the a state Sena-
tor has stepped in.

Staffers of state Sen. 
Gustavo Rivera (D–Van 
Nest) contacted with the 
mayor’s offi ce to bring the 
Graffi ti-Free NYC removal 
program to Van Nest after 
community leaders raised 
the issue a few weeks ago.

The program is the same 
one that responds to 311 
calls, but the senator’s offi ce 
was able to call attention to 
the long list of tagged sites 
that community leaders had 
complied. Five sites were 
cleaned on Thursday, June 
12, and more have recently 
been visited by the program. 

“My offi ce was able to en-
sure that the graffi ti issue 

Van Nest gets graffi ti clean up
in the Van Nest area was 
quickly addressed,” said 
Rivera. “I will continue to 
work with the Community 
Board, neighborhood lead-
ers, and our local govern-
ment to make sure that we 
continue to get the neces-
sary resources to address 
graffi ti issues throughout 
the 33rd Senate District.”

Community leaders said 
they were glad that the graf-
fi ti problem was addressed 
after they raised concerns.

“Everyone was over-
joyed that there was an 
immediate response,” said 
Bernadette Ferrara, vice 
president of the Van Nest 
Neighborhood Alliance. 
“We’re just very grateful 
that something was done 
and that the mayor’s offi ce 
was involved.”

Still, Ferrara said that 
a clean up a handful of tag-
gings isn’t enough to make 
a difference in the quality 
of life in the neighborhood, 
claiming that graffi ti is a 

chronic problem, and when 
a spot is clean it is just a 
matter of time before it is 
tagged again.

She said one fence on 
White Plains Road was 
cleaned a few weeks ago, 
and has since been re-
tagged.

“It’s going to happen 
over and over and over 
again,” she said.

Ferrara said she would 
like to see more of an effort 
to catch taggers and to pe-
nalize them. She also feels 
that the city’s graffi ti re-
moval program should use 
materials that spray paint 
won’t adhere too, but claims 
she has been told that it is 
too expensive.

Whatever the solution, 
Ferrara said employing new 
strategies to reduce graffi ti 
would benefi t all neighbor-
hoods.

“I hope there is serious 
thought about how to de-
ter this in the future,” she 
said.

Bernadette Ferrara, vice president of the Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance, stands in front of a graf-
fi tied building at White Plains Road and Van Nest Avenue. Photo by Edwin Soto
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

The event, which was started by the late 
state Sen. Guy Velella, has blossomed into 
what Diaz called “a borough tradition.” 

“I invite Bronxites from all corners of 
our borough to come to Orchard Beach and 
join myself, Sen. Klein, and thousands of our 
neighbors to celebrate the patriotic spirit of 

the Bronx and the birth of this great nation,” 
said Diaz. “Bronxites will enjoy live music 
and food at one of the crown jewels of the 
Bronx but most importantly, as we celebrate 
with our family and friend.” 

Transportation to and from Orchard 
Beach is available that evening on the Bx12 
bus, and parking is available. 

The Bronx salutes America 
From Page 1

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS
The ultimate commu-

nity activist finally has 
a seat on her community 
board.

Annie Boller, who has 
been strongly advocating 
for Waterbury-Lasalle 
neighborhood for several 
years, was recently ap-
pointed to Community 
Board 10.

Boller said she ini-
tially started attending 
meetings for the commu-
nity board and the 45th 
Precinct Council meet-
ings back in 2011 in order 
to “raise a ruckus” about 
the nightclub called Pom-
peii that she claimed was 
a nuisance in her neigh-
borhood. Since then, she 
has been passionate about 
addressing quality-of-life 
issues in the East Bronx.

In 2011 she cofounded 
the Mayflower Block As-
sociation, which was later 
brought into the larger 
Waterbury-Lasalle Com-
munity and Homeowners 
Association, where she 
sits on the board. Now 
she attends meetings for 
every local community 
group that she can, includ-
ing almost all of Commu-
nity Board 10’s committee 
meetings, in addition to 
meeting outside her im-
mediate area, such as the 
Throggs Neck Homeown-
ers Association.

She said she feels its 
important to know what 
the issues are in sur-
rounding neighborhoods 
because the problems 
aren’t isolated.

“What happens there 
will happen to us,” said 
Boller.

In 2012 Boller gradu-
ated from the NYPD’s 
Citizens’ Police Academy, 
which she participated in 
to learn more about laws 
and legal processes.

“I wanted to get more 
of an idea of how things 
work, so we know how to 
fight things,” she said.

Boller says she pas-
sionate about advocating 
for her community be-
cause she wants to protect 
the quality of life she feels 
is declining.

“It’s the little things 
that matter,” she said. 
“They will get bigger if 
you don’t plug the hole.”

Things she’s advocated 
for in the past include 
more police for the 45th 
precinct, traffic solutions, 
and a reduction of liquor 
licenses in the commu-
nity. She said she savors 
the small victories, like 
the installation of a traffic 

light at Middletown Road 
and Mayflower Avenue in 
2012.

Boller, like many com-
munity activists, said 
she operates on the phi-
losophy that the “squeaky 
wheel gets the grease.” 
After attending so many 
meetings for so long, 
Boller said she’s looking 
forward to having more of 
a voice with the commu-
nity board, and she feels 
she’s a good fit for the po-
sition.

“I’m not young, but 
I’m out there and I know 
what’s happening,” she 
said.

As for why she donates 
so much time and energy 
to meetings, Boller said 
she’s just trying to better 
her community.

“I just like helping peo-
ple,” she said. “If I could 
clone myself and do more, 
I would.”

Bronx
neighbors

PROFILE

COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES
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