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Legal feud freezes Armory deal

The developers of the City-approved 
Kingsbridge National Ice Center are 
tussling with each other in court, as 
the Kingsbridge Armory itself remains 
vacant. File Photo

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Trouble is yet again brewing 

under the soon-to-be ice at the 
Kingsbridge Armory.

The plan to turn the long va-
cant Armory into the world’s 
largest ice rink center has hit a 
snag in recent weeks, with the 
project’s developers now feud-
ing with each other in dueling 
lawsuits over who will control 
and profi t from the completed 
complex.

The City Council signed off 
48-1 in December on the project, 

to be called the Kingsbridge Na-
tional Ice Center. But now the 
development team has split and 
is squabbling in a public legal 
battle, with the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation still 
yet to fi nalize the lease on the 
cavernous Kingsbridge prop-
erty.

Confl icting stories

Three former members of 
KNIC – the fi rm that promised 
the city it would fund the proj-
ect with over $300 million in pri-
vate money – claim that Kevin 

Parker, KNIC’s founding mem-
ber, pushed them out after they 
shouldered the bulk of the work 
getting the project approved, ac-
cording to a May 22 suit fi led in 
Manhattan Supreme Court.

The trio – Jonathan Rich-
ter, Jeff Spiritos and Marcus 
Wignell – used their expertise 
to spearhead the project “only 
to be wrongfully excluded from 
the Partnership business,” ac-
cording to their court papers.

Meanwhile, Parker fi red 
Continued on Page 11

FIREWORKS
CRACKDOWN

NYPD issues warning and reward
BY BEN KOCHMAN

Put those bottle rockets, Roman 
candles, fi recrackers and even spar-
klers down, Bronxites – and leave 
blowing things up to the pros.

That’s the word the NYPD is 
sending out as it launches its an-
nual crackdown on amateur fi re-
works in the weeks shortly leading 
up to the Fourth of July.

Police are offering a cool $1000 
reward for any information lead-
ing to the arrest and conviction of 
someone without a state pyrotech-
nics license caught possessing or 
selling fi reworks.

Cops are also spreading the 

word that anyone caught with ex-
plosives is subject to a $750 sum-
mons and can even be arrested, if 
the supply is big enough.

East Bx on watch

In the Bronx, the 49th Precinct 
plans to have vans cruising up and 
down both sides of Pelham Park-
way on July 4, keeping an eye out 
for illegal fi rework igniters. 

“It really is not worth it to light 
off fi reworks yourself,” said Detec-
tive Vic DiPierro, a community af-
fairs offi cer at the precinct cover-
ing Morris Park, Van Nest, Pelham 
Parkway and Allerton.Coming Home Celebration

J. Lo wows the crowd at Orchard Beach on Wed.,, June 4. Photos on page 7. 

Photo by Alexander Belisle

Continued on Page 4

Beware
of phone
scammers

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Phone grifters working the 

Green Dot MoneyPak scam 
are at it again in the east 
Bronx. 

The police are once again 
urging the public to be vigi-
lant against a scheme known 
as the Green Dot MoneyPak 
Card Scam, where people are 
conned out of their money, 
supposedly to pay bogus 
debts. 

The gist of the scam is that 
someone calls you claiming 
to be from a utility company 
or the IRS, and demands im-
mediate payment of a debt us-
ing Green Dot MoneyPak pre-
paid debit cards, according to 
the NYPD.  

Or someone pretends to 
be a family member who has 
been in a car accident, or 
threatens physical violence 
to a family member unless 
a debt is paid immediately 
through the use of Green Dot 
MoneyPak cards. 

The scam became preva-
lent in the local area in the 
past year, and examples of 
mostly elderly victims can be 
found across the country. The 
cards are not linked to any 
bank account, making it eas-
ier for the con-artists to laun-
der the plundered money. 

Cops warn public   

As reports were surfacing 
from Pelham Bay and Locust 
Point of attempted crimes on 
at least two potential victims, 
45th Precinct Crime Preven-
tion Officer Erin Rabbitt 
urged the public to be alert.

“No federal, state, or city 
agency is going to ask you to 
open a bill using Green Dot 
cards,” she said. “If they are 

Continued on Page 4
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The nightmare at a 

“Field of Dreams” in Pel-
ham Bay may fi nally be 
over. 

Former Assemblyman 
and Throggs Neck attor-
ney Steve Kaufman has 
won a $9,500 settlement for 
Pelham Bay Little League 
after a contractor hired by 
the city Parks Department 
badly damaged an under-
ground sprinkler system on 
one of their fi elds. 

The damage led to a 
three-month delayed start 
to the 2013 season at the 
little league, a staple in the 
Pelham Bay community 
since the 1950s, and forced 
league offi cials to shell out 
the repair costs themselves 
for the underground sprin-
kler system at Naclerio 
Field. 

“These are not-for-profi t 
corporations,” said Kauf-
man. “You shouldn’t take 
advantage of anyone, but 

you should defi antly not 
take advantage of a little 
league because they don’t 
have a lot of money.” 

Kaufman meet with 
league president Vinny 
Prestopino at the fi eld on 
Friday, June 6 to present a 
check from the contractor’s 
insurance company.

Prestopino said that 
shelling out about that 
amount from league fees 
from players’ families and 
local sponsors proved to be 
a real hardship. 

“We were happy to get 
the $9500 for our sprinkler 
system back,” said Presto-
pino, who added that the 
check was going straight 
from his hands to league 
vendors. “Thank God Mr. 
Kaufman was kind enough 
to offer his services free of 
charge.” 

Kaufman said he did not 
hesitate for a moment when 
league offi cials asked for his 
help, and not the fi rst time 

he helped settle another 
similar type of dispute for 
the league for free.  

“I feel good helping,” 
said Kaufman. 

Capital Project 

The league received 
a $200,000 capital grant 
from Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca in 2008, and it was 
left to the Parks Depart-
ment to fi nd a contractor. 
But the project remained 
in limbo for several years 
until UA Construction was 
selected. 

Sometime during the 
construction process, the 
contractor drove heavy 
equipment onto the fi eld and 
broke parts of the sprinkler 
system, located several feet 
below grass and clay, said 
Prestopino. 

The renovation left a lot 
to be desired, added Presto-
pino, who pointed out that 
$82,000 was spent on a back-
stop which was not tall 
enough and lacked proper 

fencing to prevent some fl y 
balls from leaving the fi eld. 

The money obtained was 
a win, and Kaufman was 

made an honorary member 
of league, as Prestopino and 
league offi cials Will Fesco, 
Thomas Montilli, Margher-

ita Prestopino DiSalvo and 
Charley McDonanld cel-
ebrated with PBLL players 
and volunteers. 

Kaufman helps Pelham Bay Little League gets $ back

Refund for ‘Field of Dreams’

Steve Kaufman, holding $9,500 check from a settlement he won for Pelham Bay Little League, with 
league president Vinny Prestopino on his left. Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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MS?Ready to learn 
more about 

relapsing

You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts 
and others who are living with MS and 
information on an oral treatment.

Frankie and Johnnie’s Pine Tavern Restaurant
1913 Bronxdale Ave | Bronx, NY 10462

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Center White Plains Hospital, Bronx Lebanon Hospital
Rachel Stacom, NP
Bronx Lebanon Multiple Sclerosis Center

FYI
A meal will be provided.
Free parking or valet available.

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293.
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR258435 (1148871) US.MS.MSX.14.03.017

Tuesday, June 17, 2014 at 6:30 P.M. Eastern



calling and asking you 
to do that, it should be a 
red f lag.” 

A NYPD bulletin 
urges the public to be 
suspicious of callers who 
demand immediate pay-
ment for any reason, to 
never give out personal 
or financial informa-
tion, never wire money 
or provide debit cards 
like Green Dot, and to 

know that utility com-
panies and government 
agencies will never con-
tact you demanding im-
mediate payment using 
GreenDot money cards. 

Local victims 

For recent victim 
Margaret Annunzi-
ata of Pelham Bay, the 
scam was particularly 
disturbing because the 
caller pretended to be 
her grandson who sup-

posedly was in a car ac-
cident.

“The phone rang and 
a young man’s voice said 
“grandma?” she said. “It 
may have been power of 
suggestion, but I said 
yes, Jimmy, (her grand-
son’s name).” 

The caller asked her 
to please not tell any-
one else in the family 
that he had been in a 
car accident in the Do-

minican Republic with 
a friend. He said he 
needed to money to pay 
restitution. When the 
caller tripped up in his 
pronunciation, she real-
ized that it was not her 
grandson, but continued 
to play along. She won-
ders how the caller even 
knew she was a grand-
mother.  

“I just think it is a 
shame that they do this 

to people,” said Annun-
ziata. “I could see where 
people could fall for it. 
The initial reaction was 
panic...but I always said 
I would never fall for 
a scam and now I am 
proud of myself.” 

Locust Point residents 
Frank and Cathy Fac-
cente were also nearly 
victims on Wednesday, 
June 4 when a caller de-
manded immediate pay-

ment of a bogus tax bill 
on behalf of the IRS. 

In the beginning, 
they sounded legitimate, 
but then Cathy got on 
the phone and asked for 
her husband’s Social Se-
curity number. At that 
point, the caller hung up 
the phone. 

“I am sure it must 
work for every so many 
callers to make it worth 
their while,” she said.

East Bronx community 
leaders said that locals are 
still prone to setting off their 
own fi reworks, though the 
explosions have plummeted 
since Mayor Giuliani engi-
neered a massive crackdown 
in the Nineties. 

“It hasn’t been a huge 
problem since Giuliani, but 
you will still fi nd fi reworks 
in private homes here,” said 
Joe Thompson, president of 
the 49th Precinct Commu-
nity Council.

Police at the 45th Pre-
cinct, which covers the east-
ernmost slice of the borough, 
said they haven’t heard 
many complaints yet about 
illegal fi reworks rocking the 
neighborhood.

But like always, they’re 
on high alert this time of 
year.

“If you see your neighbor 
lighting them, stop them and 
tell them that it’s illegal,” 
advised an offi cer in the pre-
cinct’s Community Affairs 
bureau.

Sparkler danger!

Even the most innocu-
ous looking fi rework – the 
handheld wire sparklers – is 
illegal under state law, after 
Gov. Cuomo vetoed a law in 
2013 that would have made 
them legal for adults over 18.

“Anything you can put a 
match to can get you in trou-

ble,” said DiPierro.
Fireworks may look fun 

– who are we kidding, they 
are defi nitely fun – but med-
ical experts warn that ama-
teur shows often lead to seri-

ous injuries. 
Children and teenagers 

are especially vulnerable 
to burns and ruptured ear-
drums, said Dr. Ernest Patti, 
senior emergency room phy-
sician at St. Barnabas Hos-
pital in Belmont.

Particles can blow into 
the eyes and face, while fi n-
gers are especially open to 
injury, said the doctor. Spar-
klers are especially danger-
ous, he said, because adults 
often give them to children 
without realizing the risks.

“The problem is that 
people don’t realize how hot 
sparklers are,” said Patti. 
“Those things can heat up 

to over 1000 degrees Fahr-
enheit.”

Patti said the ER sees vic-
tims of fi rework injuries ev-
ery summer – though some 
of the victims claim that the 
burns happened in other, 
less illegal ways.

“Sometimes people come 
in and say ‘I was in an acci-
dent’ but don’t say how,” said 
Dr. Patti. “They are real hes-
itant to say it was because of 
fi reworks.”

Besides the scorching 
hot sparklers, the doctor 
warned against so-called 
“M-80” fi recrackers, small 
round fi reworks packed 
with gunpowder and which 
have a very short fuse.

Bronxites seeking a safer 
experience can celebrate le-
gally at a fi reworks show 
June 27 at Orchard Beach, 
co-sponsored by Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. and 
State Senator Jeff Klein.

There are no fi reworks 
planned in the borough on 
Independence Day itself, 
with the city’s big Macy’s 
show shooting off on the 
East River by the Brooklyn 
Bridge.

“Go to a legal fi reworks 
show,” advised DiPierro, the 
community affairs detective 
at the Four-Nine. “Celebrate 
with your family, have a nice 
cookout, but please: Leave 
the fi reworks out of it.”
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NYPD’s crackdown on fi reworks

People don’t 
realize how hot 
sparklers are. 

Those things can 
heat up to over 
1000 degrees.

Dr. Ernest Patti

From Page 1

Beware of recent Green Dot MoneyPak telephone scam
From Page 1
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local community 

group dedicated to stop-
ping youth substance 
abuse has joined a grow-
ing chorus of organiza-
tions going smoke-free. 

The Archdiocese of 
New York Drug Abuse Pre-
vention Program, based in 
Throggs Neck, announced 
on Wednesday, June 4 that 
it was going smoke-free at 
its Schurz Avenue head-
quarters in an effort to 
bolster awareness about 
the dangers of smoking 
and the health of its mem-
ber partners and workers. 

The announcement was 
made in conjunction with 
the Bronx Smoke Free 
Partnership, which is part 
of a city-wide initiative 
advocating for smoke-free 
grounds at community 

and residential facilities. 
“The evidence is clear 

that secondhand smoke 
presents an unacceptable 
level of risk of serious re-
pository disease in those 
exposed to it,” said Fran-
ces Maturo, executive di-
rector of ADAPP. “We are 
proud to do our part in 
providing a more health-
ful environment for our 
staff and our community.”

ADAPP is an organi-
zation dedicated to stop-
ping teen drinking and 
substance abuse in the 
Throggs Neck community, 
and so its goal of achieving 
a smoke free campus head-
quarters dovetails with its 
mission.

 Senator Jeff Klein, 
who supports ADAPP’s 
initiatives in his district, 
cheered the move. 

“I commend ADAPP’s 
decision to make their 
building and their sur-
rounding area smoke-free 
and in doing so, sending 
a message that the health 
and well-being of their 
staff and visitors is the 
priority,” said Klein. 

Bronx Smoke Free 
Partnership Lisa Spitzner 
said that ADAPP, like a 
lot of other local organi-
zations, should fi nd a ban 
on smoking benefi cial to 
their organization.

“It is useful not only for 
health benefi ts, but also re-
duces cigarette litter and 
fi re risk,” said Spitzner.    

Organizations that 
have already adopted a 
smoke-free policy or have 
designated spaces where 
smoking is permitted in 
an otherwise smoke-free 

campus include the Mary 
Mitchell Center, Bronx 
YMCA, Kingsbridge 
Heights Community As-
sociation, Riverdale YM-
YWHA, CUNY campuses, 
and Montefi ore Medical 
Cen’ter, she said.  

“They fi nd it benefi cial 
because these organiza-

tions have missions that 
are community and qual-
ity-of-life focused, so this 
fi ts rights into their mis-
sion,” she said. “Defi nitely 
for organizations that 
have community mem-
bers frequenting facility, 
reducing second-hand 
smoke is a [benefi t], with 

asthma rates in the Bronx 
high.” 

When an organiza-
tion adopts a smoke-free 
policy, it is often makes it 
more likely that smokers 
on their staff might try 
smoking cessation, which 
could help them kick the 
habit, added Spitzner. 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
When neighborhoods de-

teriorate from foreclosures, 
local businesses also suffer.

With that in mind, State 
Attorney Eric Schneider-
man brought his offi ce’s ef-
forts to help save homeown-
ers from foreclosure to the 
Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce’s Business Exposi-
tion on Wednesday, June 11.

More than a hundred 
businesses were showcased 
with a wide range of prod-
ucts and services, along 
with representation by a 
number of city agencies at 
the exposltion, held at the 
Villa Barone in Throggs 
Neck.

Schneiderman spoke 

about his offi ce’s Home-
owner Protection Program 
(HOPP) which helps save the 
homes of people who may be 
facing foreclosure. HOPP 
works with homeowners to 
help them understand their 
fi nances, connects them to 
free legal services, and even 
speaks to banks on their be-
half.

“No one in New York 
is ever going to lose their 
home because they could 
not get access to a lawyer to 
help them understand their 
rights,” the attorney gen-
eral said.

The program has coun-
seled over 1,000 people in 
the Bronx alone, he said, 
and reached over 28,000 in 

the state, getting over 9,000 
loan modifi cations.   

Schneiderman also 
spoke of his offi ce’s efforts 
to deal with abandoned 
homes, as well as zombie 
properties - those vacated 
by the mortgage holder but 
still not in the bank’s pos-
session because they have 
not gone through the fore-
closure process. 

In addition, the attor-
ney general addressed wage 
theft, reforming regulations 
governing non-profi ts, and 
funding bullet-proof vests 
for police offi cers. 

He explained how his of-
fi ce seeks to work with what 
he called “good actors to 
make the business environ-

ment fair.”  
Chamber Chairman Jo-

seph Kelleher in his remarks 
to the room, expressed opti-
mism that the Bronx would 
become an even more at-
tractive place for people and 
investments.

 In order for the borough 
to prosper, Kelleher said it 
was necessary “to create 
that environment where 
people want to work, live, 
and play.” 

He cited the area around 
the Hutchinson Metro 
Center, which he helped 
develop as president of Si-
mone Metro Properties, as 
indicative of the growth and 
opportunities that the bor-
ough offers.

Among the new develop-
ments he spoke of are Metro 
North stations and a Mar-
riot Residence Inn Hotel. 

The exposition, co-spon-
sored by the Bronx Times 

Reporter,  included work-
shops on topics including 
social media, technology, 
healthcare, and Minority/
Women-Owned Business 
certifi cation.

Attorney General Schneiderman keynote speaker

BUSINESSBronx Beat

Attorney General Schneiderman speaks to the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce on Wednesday, June 11.  Photo by Aracelis Batista 

Bronx Chamber expo draws biz crowd 

Throggs Neck group
joins smoke-free

Members of the Throgs Neck community, the Bronx Smoke-Free Partnership, and The Archdiocese of 
New York Drug Abuse Prevention Program (ADDAP) proudly display a &quot;Tobacco Free Zone&quot; 
sign at 2789 Schurz Ave., where TNCAP is located. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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She’s still ‘Jenny from the Block!’ 

The Bronx welcomed J.Lo with a 

free concert on Wednesday, June 11 

at Orchard Beach for 25,000 tick-

etholders. J.Lo, Jennifer Lopez, 

wore an outfi t similar to an iconic 

Versace dress that she wore to the 

2000 Grammy Awards. Ticketholders 

got to see one of their favorite stage 

and screen stars, with fi reworks wel-

coming J.Lo’s appearance on stage 

and thousands of smartphones re-

cording her every action. A less than 

expected crowd nevertheless took 

part in what was an enjoyable and 

memorable evening. Lopez grew up 

in Castle Hill, so the concert was 

something of a homecoming.

Shannon Lepre and Jonathan Suazo 
share a moment before the concert
 Photo by Alexander Belisle

A happy fan enters the concert. 
 Alex Belisle

J.Lo
at Orchard

Beach

 Lo performs to an enthusiastic crowd. 
 Photo by Alexander Belisle
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Two Bronx workers 

were recently honored with 
city government’s highest 
public service award.

Janice A. Halloran, the 
Network Senior Associate 
Director of the  Department 
of Emergency Medicine 
at  North Bronx Health-
care Network and Arnaldo 
Bernabe, Director of Public 
Safety at Hostos Commu-
nity College were two of six 
winners of the Sloan Public 
Service Award, presented 
on June 4.

Award

The 41-year-old award, 
which comes with a $10,000 
prize, is given each year by 
the Fund of the City of New 
York to civil servants at all 
levels of city government.

“Our civil servants not 
only make New York City 
function effi ciently day to 
day, they spark the innova-
tions and drive the achieve-
ments that make our city a 

global leader,” said Dr. Paul 
L. Joskow, president of the 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. 
“This year’s Sloan Award 
winners have embodied 
this excellence throughout 
their careers with their un-
paralleled commitment to 
the public good.”

The six award recipi-
ents were nominated by 
their colleagues, peers and 
friends and selected from 
more than 250,000 eligible 
city workers.

Janice Halloran

Janice Halloran has 24-
hour operational respon-
sibility for the emergency 
rooms at both Jacobi Medi-
cal Center and North Cen-
tral Bronx hospitals. These 
emergency rooms, includ-
ing Jacobi’s Level I Trauma 
Center, receive 175,000 vis-
its annually.

She has helped to man-
age numerous Bronx 
emergencies included the 
2011 bus accident on I-95, 

the Metro-North crash in 
Spuyten Duyvil last year, 
and Hurricane Sandy. Dur-

ing the hurricane, she spent 
96 hours at Jacobi Hospital. 
She is the chairperson for 

Network Emergency Pre-
paredness and the Bronx 
Emergency Preparedness 
Coalition.

“She is completely de-
voted to delivering better 
health care, her colleagues 
respect and admire her, and 
she thrives under pressure,” 
said Health and Hospitals 
Corporation President Dr. 
Ram Raju. “She is also an 
extraordinary emergency 
planner and manager, and 
constantly seeks ways to im-
prove the hospitals where 
she works.”

“I didn’t know anything 
when I fi rst started in 1991, 
but when I landed here I im-
mediately found my niche,” 
said Halloran about her 
23-year career with NYC 
HHC.

Arnaldo Bernabe

Bernabe leads the Hostos 
Community College cam-
pus security force, which 
serves nearly 7,000 students 
who attend classes at the 

Mott Haven Campus. 
He is credited with 

carefully developing his 
staff and creating a posi-
tive environment for the 
student body, many of 
whom speak English as 
a second language. He 
has also gone above and 
beyond the duties of a se-
curity offi cer by fi nding 
help for students who face 
homelessness.

“Chief Bernabe is not 
only a safety offi cer at 
Hostos; he is an educator, 
a role model, a person of 
true wisdom, and the one 
person absolutely every-
one calls upon,” said one 
Hostos faculty member.

“We need to be more 
than security offi cers,” 
said Bernabe. “We have to 
understand the diffi culties 
students face on a daily 
basis and act as colleagues 
working together to create 
a safe and rewarding edu-
cational community,”    

Civil servants showing ‘commitment to the public good’

Bronx city workers honored

Bronx workers Janice Halloran and Arnaldo Bernabe were among 
the winners of the 41st annual Sloan Public Service Awards on 
June 4, presented by the Fund for the City of New York. Halloran 
oversees the emergency departments at Jacobi and North Central 
Bronx hospitals, and Bernabe is director of public safety at Hostos 
Community College. Photo by Sarah Shatz

Rescue group faces $ crisis

Boro animal shelter at risk

New Beginning Animal Rescue founder Pedro Rosario with recently 
abandoned Samantha, a one-year-old pit bull terrier mix. The only 
shelter in the Bronx is in danger of closing for lack of funds. 
 Photo by Jaime Williams

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Bronx’s only animal 

shelter is running out of 
time and money.

New Beginning Animal 
Rescue, the only Bronx 
animal organization with 
its own facility, is in dan-
ger of closing in a matter of 
months.

Pedro Rosario founded 
the non-profi t rescue 
group in late 2010 in con-
nection with his for-profi t 
animal boarding company, 
NYC’s Top Dog, south of 
Westchester Square.

 For the fi rst year or two, 
Rosario said the company 
was able to support the 
non-profi t rescue group by 
boarding dogs for other res-
cue groups, but in the past 
year business has slowed.

Several months ago the 
shelter, which has a no-kill 
policy, ran out of money, 
and it has been in a precari-
ous situation ever since. Do-

nations have helped keep 
the shelter afl oat until now, 
and Rosario said there is 
enough to stay open for two 
more months.

Beyond that, Rosario 
doesn’t know what the shel-
ter’s fate will be. He’d like to 
see it prosper and continue 
to serve the community, but 
he’s afraid he’ll have to shut 
his doors.

Long term solution

Rosario said that while 
all donations are helping in 
the short term, he is look-
ing to a long term solution 
through a private sponsor-
ship or public funding. In 
order to keep the shelter 
open for the foreseeable fu-
ture, he said he needs con-
sistent help to cover his 
$10,000 a month operating 
costs.

The shelter has three 
employees, down from fi ve, 
and ten volunteers who 
care for the dozens of ani-

mals that Rosario and oth-
ers rescue and try to place 
for adoption. 

Rosario said the dogs 
they take in are found in 
the street, are surrendered 
by owners, or are rescued 
from NYC Animal Care 
and Control centers before 
they are euthanized.

City shelter needed

There is currently no 
Animal Care and Control 
center in the Bronx, and 
Rosario said the presence 
of one would help the ani-
mal situation in the bor-
ough. But he feels there 
also needs to be a private 
no-kill shelter, which he is 
struggling to provide. If it 
were to close, some animals 
would be given to other res-
cue groups, Rosario said, 
but others would have to go 
to Animal Care and Con-
trol.

And without the shel-
ter’s services, “There’d 

be more animals on the 
streets,” he said.

Helping students

In addition to saving 
animals, Rosario’s shelter 
also helps students from 
local schools who intern 
there. Rosario said that 
working at the shelter gives 
the kids an idea of how to 
treat animals gives them 
something productive to do 
after school..

“It takes kids off the 
street,” he said. “They come 
here, interact with the ani-
mals, get school credit and 
they learn something.”

Rosario, who has worked 
with animals his entire 
19-year career, wants the 
chance to continue to help 
both animals and people.

“We’re here for the com-
munity,” he said.

For information about 
donating or adopting, visit 
www.nycstopdoginc.com 
or call (347) 691-3282.
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COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

Jeff Klein is hanging 
tough, sitting pretty, and 
apparently intends to stay 
that way as co-leader of the 
Senate with Republicans.

While Gov. Cuomo 
now says there might be a 
reunited Democratic sen-
ate with the return of Jeff’s 
fi ve-member Independent 
Democratic Conference af-
ter the November elections, 
others have been pleading 
with/threatening Klein, in-
cluding the Working Fami-
lies Party, which is backing 
former Attorney General 
Oliver Koppell against 
him in the primary.

But Jeff told us he can 
still do more remaining 
right where he is, thank 
you very much, including 
delivering for the Bronx.

When we asked if he’s 
thought about fl oating 
his IDC’s vote back and 
forth across the aisle, de-
pending on the issue, he 
responded “We do that ev-
ery day.”

“If I turned around and 
went back tomorrow, the 
progressive agenda would 
fail – because there’s not 
enough Democratic votes,” 
he told us.. “Nobody counts 
the numbers.

“The Dream Act failed 
because of two Democrats. 
Campaign fi nance? Rev-
erend Diaz adamantly 
opposed it. He’s the 32nd 
member that could pass it. 
He won’t vote for it.”

Klein has no love for the 
Working Families Party, 
“once again, trying to take 
someone out of power that 
benefi ts the Bronx - just 
how they created a City 
Council Speaker and some-
how the Bronx got left out 
of the mix.”

“When you make believe 
that it’s about a progressive 
agenda, you believe you’re 
on the side of the angels,” 
he said. “So you can screw 
anybody. You don’t have to 
keep your word - or keep a 
deal.”

JLOW

Excuse us if we’re jaded 
over J.Lo. Maybe the Bronx 
is too, despite the aging pop 
tart’s long-time-coming ef-
forts to pay back the bor-
ough she shrewdly used 
to give the middle-class, 
Preston High School grad 
“street cred.”

Turns out that highly 
publicized concert at Or-
chard Beach, with 25,000 
free tickets given away, 
was a bit of a bust. A highly 
placed source tells us the 
offi cial clicker count at the 
gate shows only 9,600 folks 
actually showed up for 
show, with Daily News rock 
critic Jim Farber’s review 
noting that Lopez “falls far 
from the rank of great, or 
even good, singers.”

“She’s played out. She’s 
old,” sayeth one former fan. 
“People have moved on.”

NUMBERS GAME
Jerry Skurnik, the 

political numbers wizard 
at Prime New York, notes 

that the two Bronx assem-
bly districts in the hot 13th 
Congressional District 
race between Charlie Ran-
gel and Adriano Espaillat 
could be key in the Tues-
day, June 24 primary.

We’d call Harlem min-
ister Michael Walrond a 
potential spoiler in this 
one, since Charlie beat Es-
paillat in the 2012 primary 
by only a thousand or so 
votes.

Skurnik noted that 
the Bronx turnout of 7,354 
voters in that 2012 contest 
was telling for lack of in-
terest in the congressional 
race.

While there was a 
large vote for mayoral 
candidate Bill de Blasio, 
only 33% of the voters who 
showed up in the largely 
white 81st A.D. covering 
Riverdale/Kingsbridge 
voted in the congressio-
nal primary. About 36% 
voted in that contest in the 
heavily Hispanic 78th A.D. 

covering Fordham, Kings-
bridge Heights, Bedford 
Park, and Belmont.

“If I were either candi-
date, I’d be working those 
districts verrry hard,” 
sayeth Jerry. “The trick is 
delivering a different mes-
sage in each district.”

IN THE GAME

Kenny Agosto, redis-
tricted out of his current dis-
trict leader’s job in the 80th 
AD in Morris Park, tells us 
he’s running for state com-
mitteeman in the 78th A.D. 
and supporting local vener-
able Assemblyman Jose Ri-

vera for reelection.
CONGRATS

To Annie Boller, fi -
nally appointed to Bronx 
Community Board 10 after 
being involved with com-
munity organizations all 
over the place for years.

COP CORNER 

Happy anniver-

sary. To the 41st Precinct 
stationhouse on Simpson 
St., opened 100 years ago, 

weathering the Fort Apache 
‘Bronx is Burning’ years, 
and now home of Bronx De-
tective Command. And to 
the Fort Apache crowd who 
held their reunion last week, 
great seeing you guys! 

Congrats. To Bronx 
Borough command’s anti-
crime unit, the guys and 
gals that work to get guns 
off the borough’s streets, 
awarded a unit citation at 
NYPD Medal Day ceremo-
nies at 1 Police Plaza on 
Tuesday, June 10.

 BRONX BIRTH-
DAYS

June 14 -Life photogra-
pher Margaret Bourke-
White (1904–1971)

June 16 - J.C. Polanco, 
former Bronx Republican 
commissioner and head 
of the City Board of Elec-
tions. 

June 17 - Marricka 
Scott-McFadden, deputy 
chief clerk of the Bronx 
Board of Elections.

back in his own lawsuit in 
Bronx Supreme Court on 
June 5, claiming the for-
mer KNIC members have 
launched a “scheme” to 
sabotage the project and 
shake down money from 
Parker after leaving the 
development team of their 
own volition.

The trio of former 
KNIC partners even sent 
an email to EDC, the city’s 
economic development 
arm, in the midst of ne-
gotiations claiming that 
“you should be aware that 
Kevin Parker has no au-
thority to act on behalf of 
KNIC Partners or KNIC 
Properties,” according to 
Parker’s lawsuit.

History of trouble

This month’s squabble 
is only the latest roadblock 
for the Armory, which has 
sat empty for decades as 
city offi cials’ attempts to 
redevelop it were stymied.

After two previous plans 
for the 180,00-square-foot 
site fell through, Mayor 
Bloomberg announced in 
April 2013 that the city 
had selected KNIC’s nine-
rink ice center plan.

The project then 
breezed through the city’s 
land-use process when the 
developers signed a com-
munity benefi ts agree-
ment, promising to pay 
workers a living wage and 
fund millions of dollars in 
local programs.

City: All is well

City offi cials are play-

ing down the legal tussle. 
EDC spokeswoman Kate 
Blumm stated in an email  
that the city is “advanc-
ing contract negotiations 
to move forward with this 
transformative project, 
and in our current view, 
there are no signifi cant 
delays from the original 
timeline.”

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr – who champi-
oned the project through 
its approval process – was 
similarly optimistic. 

“My offi ce is confi dent 
that this greatly antici-
pated project will con-
tinue to move forward,” 
said the Beep, “and come 
to fruition as a defi nitive 
component of the ‘New 
Bronx.” 

Legal feud freezes Armory deal
From Page 1

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
for exciting  
new experiences.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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