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Protest
all-nude

strip club

Taking A Bite Out Of Crime

PIT BULL
ATTACK
HERO

Good Samaritan rescues youngster

hree-year-old Riano Miranda, “in custody”  by 47th Precinct Police Offi cer 
Maribel Fuertes, munches on a soft pretzel from the Bronx Baking Com-
pany at the kickoff event for Bronx Week May 5 at the Gun Hill Brewery. 

Photo by W
alter Pofeldt

BY JAIME WILLIAMS 
The family of a Pelham Bay 

girl mauled by a pit bull is giv-
ing thanks to a Good Samari-
tan who saved her, even as he 
wound up attacked.

Nine-year-old Isabella Tro-
pea wound up bitten all over 
her face before George Stein-
berg ran to save the girl and her 
baby brother on Wednesday, 
May 7.

“It was instinctive,” Stein-

berg said of his actions.
Good Samaritan

Steinberg, a 58-year-old vid-
eographer, was visiting a friend 
in an apartment building 3070 
Roberts Ave. when he inter-
vened during the dog attack on 
a group that included Isabella, 
her baby brother, their mother 
Dara Grillo, and another 
mother and her baby. 

Steinberg said he was walk-
Continued on Page 4

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A group of pols are putting the 

squeeze on a Hunts Point strip club 
that danced its way through a legal 
loophole to reopen this month as an 
all-nude “juice bar.”

Platinum Pleasures, Hunt’s 
Point’s last remaining jiggle joint, 
closed in February after it was 
stripped off its liquor license after 
staunch opposition from the local 
community board. But the Lafay-
ette Avenue club reopened in May 
as a “juice bar,” serving no alcohol 
but allowed to have all-nude danc-
ers because of an obscure loophole 
in state liquor law. The club was 
also exempt from appearing before 
Community Board 2, which has 
worked over the last decade to rid 
the area of strip joints.

Pols: Give nabe a say

The new law would require 
Platinum Pleasures, or any other 
strip club, to apply for a so-called 
“cabaret license” and give the com-
munity board a chance to vet its 
application. Though the board’s 
recommendation is technically ad-
visory, state and city licensers usu-
ally echo local opinion.

“Nightclubs that have threat-
ened our safety and our quality of 
life continue to fi nd new ways of 
circumventing the law to re-open 
with little state or community 
oversight,” said state Senator Jeff 
Klein, who is sponsoring the legis-
lation alongside Bronx assembly-
men Marcos Crespo and Luis Sep-
ulveda, and state Sen. Ruben Diaz 
Sr. 

Members of the local commu-
nity board rallied outside the club 
Wednesday, May 7 in support of 
the new law and against Platinum 
Pleasures, which is now open on 
weekends from 3 a.m to 8 a.m. on 

Continued on Page 4

A artist’s rendering of part of the new 
Throggs Neck Shopping Center, with a 
Target as its anchor store .
 Photo courtesy of Simone Development 

New Throggs Neck mall almost full
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Throggs Neck merchants are 
casting a wary eye on the new 
nearby Throggs Neck Shopping 
Center, set to open later this sum-
mer.

They’re wondering just how 
well they’ll be able to co-exist 
with national and retail tenants 
drawing shoppers.

That draw will include 600 
secure parking spaces, while lo-
cal Throggs Neck shoppers have 
to deal with parking meters and 
traffi c enforcement agents.

Mall developer Simone De-
velopment just announced that 
75% of the 285,000 square feet of 
space on two levels in the new 
mall at Lafayette Avenue and the 
Hutchinson River Parkway has 
been leased to local, regional, and 
national retailers, with open on 
track for a “back-to-school” sea-
son opening.  

‘Robust demand’

“The continued leasing veloc-
ity we’re seeing at Throggs Neck 
Shopping Center demonstrates 
the robust demand for quality re-

tail space in the Bronx,” said Jo-
seph Simone, president of Simone 
Development.  “National tenants, 
as well as the best local retail-
ers, have been eager to open their 
doors here, and we’re rapidly fi ll-
ing the remaining space. Upon 
complete lease-up, approximately 
30 retailers and restaurants are 
expected to make up the tenant 
roster.”

Locals may be familiar with 
local and regional businesses 
such as MetroOptics, an eyewear 

Continued on Page 11
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IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

BY BEN KOCHMAN
It’s a crumbling mys-

tery that’s about to van-
ish.

An abandoned, de-
crepid house in Van Nest 
with a puzzling history 
will soon be torn down.

The city has been autho-
rized to raze the two-story 
home at 1910 Wallace Av-
enue after the building’s 
owner failed to show up 
at a Bronx Supreme Court 
hearing Tuesday, May 13.

Neighbors said that 
what was once a spa-
cious family home on 
a quiet side street be-
tween Rhinelander and 
Bronxdale avenues, has 
been overrun with cats 
and trash.

“Moss, mildew, mold. 
You name it, it’s in there,” 
said John Bellino, who has 
lived next door at 1912 Wal-
lace Ave. for 30 years.

‘Unsafe’ old digs

The city Department 

of Buildings slapped the 
1910 Wallace Ave. prop-
erty owner – listed as the 
estate of Anna Corr – with 
a court summons in Janu-
ary. In April, a DOB in-
spector deemed the house 
“unsafe and dangerous.”  
Among the complaints 
listed were broken front 
and rear doors so weak 
that they could be entered 
by anyone on the street. 
The rusting porch roof 
was also deemed to be in 
“severe defective” condi-
tion. 

Son tries to save it?

No one has lived in the 
blue wood-frame house for 
years. But Anna Corr’s 
son Brian had made spo-
radic attempts to clean up 
the place, most recently 
stopping by this winter to 
shovel the snow, said Mike 
Nelligan, who lives next 
door at 1908 Wallace Av-
enue. 

Nelligan said that 

Brian invited him into the 
house a handful of times. 
Inside, said Nelligan, was 

a “beautiful” grand pi-
ano, along with thousands 
of VHS tapes stacked in 

piles. 
Nelligan said that Corr 

had told him that he had 
plans to restore the home. 
But in February 2014, 
Brian Corr died, accord-
ing to state death records.

“He said he would be 
putting money into the 
house,” said Nelligan. “If 
you go in there, there’s 
brand new planks of wood. 
He was ready to do it. If 
he didn’t get sick it would 
have been done.”

Family from Florida?

Nelligan and Bellino 
said that a man identify-
ing himself as a “family 
member from Florida” 
dropped by the house a 
month ago to put padlocks 
on the doors.

But no representative 
for the Corr family showed 
at the May 13 court date, 
presided over by Judge 
Zachary Carter, where 
the property owner could 
have presented a plan to 

renovate the building.
With the judge’s stamp 

of approval, the city will 
now demolish the site in 
six to nine months, said 
DOB spokeswoman Kelly 
Magee. 

Fallout over felines

The abandoned house’s 
fate now decided, neigh-
bors have turned their 
concern to the health haz-
ards that could accompany 
the building’s demolition.

“They’ve got to tarp 
it or cover it, because 
I’m not having moss and 
spores come into my house 
through the windows,” 
said Nelligan.

They’re also worried 
about the fate of the doz-
ens of stray cats who they 
say now live within the 
abandoned house.

“Unless a no-kill shel-
ter or the ASPCA comes in 
to round them up,” warned 
Bellino, “You’re going to 
have a lot of dead cats.”

Court orders decrepid Van Nest house torn down

This vacant Wallace Avenue home has seen better days. Now the 
city has plans to knock it down.                     
                      Photo courtesy Community Board 11

An eyesore with puzzling history
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COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

r



Lafayette Avenue just off 
Bruckner Blvd.

A nabe nuisance

Locals have long griped 
that strip clubs at the location 
are neighborhood nuisances. 
Drunk patrons fl ood the joint 
and then harass women on 
the street when they leave, 
charged Robert Crespo, chair 
of CB 2’s franchise, licensing 
and permits committee. 

“We have two schools 
across the street. Kids com-
ing in off the train [at Long-
wood], and people walking to 
work are going to subjected 
to this type of nonsense,” 
said Crespo. 

Another community con-
cern is exhausting late night 
police resources.

“Whenever this place is 
open, we need to put a car out-
side to prevent issues from 
happening,” said Deputy In-
spector Phillip Rivera, com-
manding offi cer of the 41th 
Precinct. “If something hap-
pens on the other side of the 
precinct, we’re constricted.”

Church plans halted

Local momentum had 
been building to replace the 
strip club with a church, 
run by Real Life Church pas-
tor Reggie Stutzman, until a 
new owner, Alex Mesouris, 
bought the club and reopened 
it as a juice bar.

Stutzman had been rais-
ing money to take over the 
property lease, but that plan 
has been put on hold – though 
he’s staying optimistic.
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ing towards the building 
about 3 p.m. when he saw 
the mothers and kids en-
tering it. Then all of a sud-
den he saw a dog charge 
from the lobby and start 
biting Isabella on her 
face.

 He said the dog then 
jumped up on the mother 
with a baby and he au-
tomatically took several 
steps towards the situa-
tion. Then the dog turned 
on him.

He said the dog went 
for his face but missed, 
then it bit his thumb and 
knocked him over. He said 
he ended up on his back in 
the street, but kept fi ght-
ing the dog off as it bit him 
in several places until a 
woman managed to sub-
due the dog. The woman 
was reported to be the sis-
ter of the dog’s owner.

Steinberg said he 
doesn’t feel his actions 

were particularly special.
“I didn’t do anything 

anyone else wouldn’t have 
done,” he said.

Both he and the young 
girl were taken to Jacobi 
Medical Center for treat-
ment.

 Steinberg wound up 
with bad bites on his right 
arm, right leg, groin, and 
his left thumb, he said, 
which required several 
stitches.

But still, he knows if 
he wasn’t there the day 
could have ended up much 
worse.

“I’m glad I did it,” said 
Steinberg.

Many thanks
Members of Isabella 

Tropea’s family said they 
were glad he stepped in 
too.

Her grandfather, Phil-
lip Tropea Jr., said that he 
was told the dog fi rst went 
towards one of the babies 
when Isabella kicked the 

dog and it attacked her.
“Just like she was there 

for that baby, George was 
there for her,” he said.

He called both their in-
stincts truly heroic, and 
he was incredibly grate-
ful for Steinberg’s inter-
vention.

“I thanked him a thou-
sand thanks,” he said.

Isabella’s father, Phil-
lip Tropea III also had 
many thanks for Stein-
berg.

“I’m just really grate-
ful it wasn’t as bad as it 
could have been,” he said. 
“She could have been 
dead.”

Dara Grillo declined to 
comment for the story.

Dog’s fate

Meanwhile, the fate of 
the dog remains unclear.

The NYC Department 
of Health and Mental Hy-
giene is currently inves-
tigating the attack, said 
a department spokes-

woman.
The dog is being held 

by the Animal Care & 
Control agency for a min-
imum of ten days to un-
dergo rabies observation 
as required by law.

According to it’s web-
site, in cases such as this 
one, the release of the ani-
mal to the owner, the de-
claring of an animal as 
dangerous, or deciding 
not to release an animal 
back to its owner is based 
on the Department of 
Health’s investigation.

The dog was reported 
to belong to the build-
ing superintendent, who 
could not be reached for 
comment. 

In 2013, 3,646 dog bites 
were reported across the 
city to the Health De-
partment, although a 
spokeswoman noted that 
number may also have in-
cluded scratches, nips, or 
abrasions. 

Pit bull attack hero mauled rescuing child

George Steinberg wound up bitten several times after being a Good 
Samaritan, coming to the rescue of a young girl being attacked by 
a pit bull in Pelham Bay. Photo by Jaime Williams

From Page 1

Residents protest
all-nude strip club

Sen. Jeff Klein led a group of local leaders May 7 in slamming the reopening of Hunts Point’s last strip bar, and proposing new oversight 
regulation. Photo by Alex Belisle

From Page 1
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*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions 
may apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

We welcome outside prescriptions! 
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. 
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM 
for a no-obligation appointment.

� Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Bronx 

2168 White Plains Rd., NY
718-931-0500
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
SterlingOptical.com

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

Eye Exam With Purchase of Eyeglasses  
Restrictions Apply.

$20

Frame& 
Lenses

$99*

50%*

Contact
Lens Sale

Complete 
Pair

2nd Pair FREE
100off$ *

Purchase 1 Year Supply
of Contact Lenses,

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses

Take

Packages Starting at

The program unites teams of adults 
age 50-plus together with kids in 
grades K-5 to learn about good eat-
ing habits and to play active games. 
Join the fun! Upcoming locations 
include: 

Patterson Community Center 
340 Morris Avenue 
Classes begin: May 28 
1-2 pm, every Wednesday  
for eight weeks 

Philip A Michael Child  
Development Center 
629 Courtland Ave 
Classes begin: June 26  
10-11 am, every Thursday for eight 
weeks 

Interested volunteers may  
contact Cherise Sheriffe at  
347-275-9042 or 
catch@bronxhouse.org  

  
 
 

Sponsored by:   

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
The 49th Precinct’s new 

commander is hitting the 
ground running.

Capt. Timothy McCor-
mack pretty much already 
knows the Morris Park, 
Van Nest and Allerton 
communities, having lived 
in neighboring Throggs 
Neck most of his life.

Now he’s reaching out 
to it to the community, 
seeking their involvement 
and ready to listen to their 
problems.

He recently emailed a 
lengthy list of community 
leaders, inviting them to 
connect and work closely 
with him, giving them his 
direct email.

McCormack admits he 
has big shoes to fi ll, after 
replacing Deputy Inspector 
Lorenzo (Andy) Johnson, 
transferred to command 
the busy 40th Precinct 
in Mott Haven, replacing 
McCormack’s younger 

brother, Deputy Inspector 
Chris McCormack, who 
managed dramatic drops 

in crime there before being 
transferred to the equally 
busy 46th Precinct in Mor-
ris Heights.

“I’ve got tough shoes to 
fi ll here,” the new 49th C.O. 
said of Johnson. “They 
love him. He did tremen-
dous things for this com-
munity, and I have to con-
tinue that. It’s a very vocal 
community.”

McCormack already 
brings a wealth of experi-
ence to the job. While he 
looks young, the 47-year-old 
cop has 27 years jopb expe-
rience under his gunbelt. 
That includes a decade or 
more at the busy 44th Pre-
cinct in Highbridge, from 
patrolman to sergeant to 
lieutenant; a fi ve-year stint 
in narcotics, detective 
squad commander, high 
level assignments in the 
organized crime control 
bureau and deputy com-
missioner of operations’ 
offi ce working on citywide 
crime strategies; executive 
offi cer commands at the 
46th and 47th precincts, 
and most recently running 

the Bronx Borough Task 
Force.

“When you sit in this 
seat, you need to have a 
broad base of policing ex-
perience,” he noted. “Your 
strategies change. You 
may be fi ghting violence, 
you may be fi ghting car 
breakins. You have to be 
able to say, ‘Hey, how do we 
fi ght this?’”

While the Four-Nine 
has been deemed one of, if 
not the safest precincts in 
the city, McCormack said 
his main priorities are to 
stem violence, especially 
involving street crews and 
gangs; reduce domestic vi-
olence, and deal with auto 
crime, with a recent rash 
of car breakins and thefts 
of expensive tire rims.

“My biggest thing, I 
came from a big family. 
You take the philosophy we 
learned as kids - it’s about 
giving back to the commu-
nity,” the new commander 

said.
“When I’m reaching out 

to the various communi-
ties, whether it’s Van Nest 
or Morris Park, it’s that 
we need to build our base. 
I don’t want to see just the 

same faces coming in here 
all the time. We have to 
spread the word and get 
more volunteers. 

“My perfect Utopia is 
zero crime. We’re slowly 
getting there.”

Capt. McCormack wants community involvement

CAPTAIN TIMOTHY MCCORMACK

New 49 Pct. C.O. reaching out

MY biggest 
thing, I came 

from a big 
family. You take 
the philosophy 
we learned as 

kids - it’s about 
giving back to 

the community.
TIMOTHY MCCORMACK

49TH PRECINCT C.O. 
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Westchester Square had its moment in the sun Saturday, May 10 at the sixth annual Fair @ The Square. 
The street fair, put on by the Westchester Square Merchants Association, featured musical perfor-
mances, games and art exhibits.

(Left) Many of the strip’s 140+ 
businesses set up booths at 
the fair.

(Right) WRATH TRUE HIP HOP 
entertains the crowd.

(Above) Patricia Matos Tia Chi 
got into the groove. 
 All Photos By Walter Pofeldt
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The Chippewa Democratic ClubThe Chippewa Democratic Club
annual dinner danceannual dinner danceThe Chippewa Democratic Club 

held its annual dinner dance 
Thursday, May 8. This year’s 
honorees were Tony Signorile, 
Morris Park community activist; 
Kenneth Kearns, district man-
ager of Community Board 10; 
Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr.; educator Anthony Puleo; Ma-
rio Clinento, president of the New 
York State American Federation 
of Labor and the Congress of In-
dustrial Organizations (AFL-CIO), 
a trade union center; and David 
MacMillian and Patricia MacMil-
lian, political operatives since the 
1960s and a couple married for 
54 years.

(1) (L-r) Chippewa Democratic 
Club President Ed Koester, An-
nual Affair Chairman Tommy 
Messina, award winner Anthony 
Puleo; and Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto.

(2) Enjoying the evening are 
(back row, l-r) Ed Koester, club 
president; Noreen Kilkenny; 
(front row, l-r) award winners 
Patricia and David MacMillian; 
Councilman Jimmy Vacca; and 
Messina. 

(3) Senator Jeff Klein (l) con-
gratulates award winner Mario 
Cilento. Also pictured is Messina.

(4) At the awards presentation 
are (l-r) Messina, Koester, and 
Diaz

(5) Honoree Tony Signorile at the 
dinner dance with fi ve-year-old 
granddaughter, Olivia Penta.

The band Just Nuts provided en-
tertainment. 
 All Photos By Walter Pofeldt
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
 Residents at this crime-

prone northeast Bronx 
housing project are eyeing 
some eyes – and doors that 
lock.

Eastchester Gardens 
residents are crossing 
their fi ngers that the city 
will fund a multi-million 
dollar security system 
they say is far overdue.

The project – where nu-
merous people have been 
killed in gunfi re over the 
last decade – is lobbying lo-
cal elected offi cials to fi nd 
city funding for security 
cameras and a revamped 
door entry system called 
“layered access.”

“With all of the ran-
dom shootings, people are 
afraid to walk in and out 
of their homes,” said Keith 
Ramsey, head of the East-
chester Gardens Tenant 
Association.

Doors don’t lock

Any security boost will 
please residents who have 
long griped that intruders 
can enter any of the site’s 

buildngs simply by press-
ing hard on any of the 
doors.

“I think the doors 
came before the building. 
They’re no good,” said 
Arthur Milton, a long-
time resident. “If anyone 
ever wants to get in, all 
they have to do is kick the 
door.”

Another resident, who 
asked not to be named, said 
she often sees “strange 
faces” in the hallways.

“The wrong people get 
in there, “ she said. “I don’t 
know where they are go-
ing, but someone is letting 
them in.”

Crime-ridden spot

The so-called “layer 
access” system would in-
clude electronic door locks 
and intercoms. Residents 
would be given electronic 
fobs instead of keys.

The site has proven 
deadly in the recent past. 
On October 5, 2013, a 22-
year-old was shot and 
killed there.

Ramsey said that fear 

of crime is so bad that the 
tenants association  has 
added an extra monthly 
meeting during the day, 
since senior citizens re-
fused to attend the night 
meetings.

“We couldn’t con-
vince people to leave their 
homes,” he said.

Budget squeeze?

Mayor de Blasio allot-
ted $70 million for NYCHA 
improvements in his exec-
utive budget proposal, re-
leased Thursday, May 8. 

Eastchester Gardens 
has some big allies as the 
Mayor and City Council 
create the fi nal budget for 
2015, due July 1.

“I have been the City’s 
most forceful voice for a 
citywide capital invest-
ment in the safety of NY-
CHA residents,” said 
Bronx Councilmember 
Ritchie Torres, chair of the 
committee on public hous-
ing. “ The outrage among 
the tenants of Eastchester 
Gardens is a reminder of 
why that investment is 

both wanted by the resi-
dents and needed for their 
safety.” 

Ramsey said he’s been 
told that both Councilman 

Andy King, whose district 
covers Eastchester Gar-
dens, and Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. are 
looking at ways to fund the 

security upgrades. 
“We believe that we are 

going to get it,” he said, 
“and we believe  it’s going 
to be successful.”

Residents at Eastchester Gardens are eyeing some security cameras in this year’s city budget. 
 Photo by Ben Kochman

Eastchester Gardens demands security

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Council Speaker 

Melissa Mark-Viverito and 
Councilman Jimmy Vacca 
are issuing a plea to Mayor 
de Blasio to save a very 
special Pelham Parkway 
school.

The mayor wants to chop 
funding to CUNY Prep on 
White Plains Road, which 
helps young people pass 
their high school equiva-
lency exams and prepare to 
enter college. 

The two electeds visited 
the school on Friday, May 9 
and heard the personal sto-
ries of young people, who 
were going through or al-
ready had completed their 
training there.

Vacca said that the pro-
gram should be replicated, 
not eliminated. Both he and 
Viverito called for restora-
tion of the $800,000 or so cut 
from the mayor’s budget. 

“Jimmy Vacca is very 
supportive of this program, 
I am as well,” said Mark-Vi-
verito. “We have included 
it in our budget response 
to the Mayor, and we will 
continue to advocate for 
it.” “We are going to be ad-

vocating that this program 
continue,” said Vacca. “The 
mayor in his budget has 
omitted some money that 
we think is essential to the 
program to continue.” 

Both de Blasio’s pre-
liminary budget released 

earlier this year, and his 
executive budget released 
on Thursday, May 8 called 
for cutting or omitting the 
program.

According to the stu-
dent’s own words, the pro-
gram helps students who 

may not thrive in tradi-
tional school settings but 
could do well in a program 
with smaller classes, de-
scribed by the students as 
between 15 and 20 at CUNY 
Prep. 

Country Club resident 
Richard Sardone-Ligotino, 
17, told the pols that Lehman 
High School wasn’t right for 
him, while he found CUNY 
Prep a very welcoming and 
safe environment. 

Shanelle Gillespie of the 
Gun Hill Road area, who 
graduated from the pro-
gram and is now at Hostos 
Community College said 
CUNY Prep made her feel 
she was a “part of some-
thing” at the school. 

“The teachers here are 
not just like ‘I am here to 
teach you, and that is my 
job,’” said Gillespie, who 
was called “an example and 
a model” by Speaker Viv-
erito. “They actually take 
care and interest in you. 
They want you to succeed...

they shape you for the out-
side world.” 

Jasleen Villamil, 20, was 
able to enter John Jay Col-
lege of Criminal Justice, af-
ter she completed both the 
GED program and follow-up 
prep program for college at 
CUNY Prep, called the Col-
lege Transition Academy.

While the GED program 
is more structured, with 
students closely monitored 
and wearing uniforms, 
the CTA teaches the young 
people how to handle the 
freedom, said Villamil. The 
Council Speaker seemed 
to enjoy the format that al-
lowed the students to share 
their own stories, in their 
own words. 

“It is important to share 
our experiences because it 
inspires other people to suc-
ceed too,” said Mark-Viver-
ito told the young people. 
“We, meaning our society, 
a lot of times does not vali-
date the voices of young 
people.” 

Council Speaker, Vacca call on mayor to restore program cut   

Councilman Jimmy Vacca and City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito (c) met with students and 
staff at CUNY Prep on Friday, May 9.  Photo by Patrick Rocchio 

Making a pitch to save CUNY Prep 
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WITH A COLLECTIBLE FULL PAGE, FULL COLOR 
PHOTO TRIBUTE ADVERTISEMENT IN THE BRONX 

TIMES REPORTER SALUTE TO GRADUATES…
THE PERFECT GIFT FOR SAVING AND FRAMING…

AND TO BE TREASURED!

PUBLICATION DATE: FRIDAY JUNE 13, 2014
DEADLINE FOR ADS: MONDAY, JUNE 9, 2014

FULL COLOR PAGE: HALF PAGE: $175
Call 718-742-3074 to reserve space 

for YOUR special greeting!

Congratulations

We love you,

Giusseppe Cesar Brown, Class of 2014

4 YEARS ON THE DEANS LIST! 

WOW!
CONGRATULATIONS

Julie Spencer
Class of 2014 - Champion College

 
We’re so proud of you wherever you’re headed!

Our blessings are with you!
 Godmother Annie, Pop-Pops
and the Minerva Avenue gang!

LET YOUR GRADUATES, 
Kindergarten, High School, College, Continuing Education Scholars & More, 

KNOW HOW PROUD YOU ARE…





11
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  M
a

y
 1

8
, 2

0
1

4
   

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A patch of Hunts Point 

land fourth graders discov-
ered as a possible 19th cen-
tury slave burial ground is 
getting attention from the 
state.

Joseph Rodman Drake 
Park has netted $180,000 in 
state funding to memorial-
ize the slave workers likely 
buried in an overgrown 
patch of land there, state 
Senator Jeff Klein and lo-
cal leaders announced at a 
May 9 press conference.

Undocumented slaves

A team of students and 
faculty from nearby P.S. 48 
has been researching the 
site since 2013, when Philip 
Panaritis of the city’s De-
partment of Education 
passed along a 1910 photo 
of the area labeled “slave 
burial ground.”

Using maps, census sta-
tistics and other historical 
documents, the team has 
since gathered evidence 
that at least 100 African 
slaves were buried at the 

park. Today, the park hosts 
a fenced-off grave for the 
wealthy slave-owning fam-

ilies – among them, the 
“Hunts” and “Leggetts” 
–that once lived in the 

neighborhood.
But there is no monu-

ment acknowledging the 
slaves buried in the park in 
an area outside the fenced-
off grave. Local stakehold-
ers are now meeting to 
brainstorm how to best use 
those funds to mark off the 
site.

“We must begin the con-
versation towards identify-
ing and properly acknowl-
edging our ancestors,” said 
Dashawn Williams, presi-
dent of the Bronx chapter 
of the National Action Net-
work, the civil rights orga-
nization founded by Rev. 
Al Sharpton. 

Still not landmarked

Many of the same stake-
holders at the May 9 press 
conference gathered at the 
site in January to call on 
the state to nominate the 
slave burial ground to the 
National Register of His-
toric Places, which would 
ensure that the land al-
ways be used as a slave 
burial memorial site. Sen. 

Klein said he is still work-
ing with the state to make 
that happen.

For now, though, the re-
searchers and politicians 
are glad for the funding.

“These resources will 
help ensure that our work 
will be continued, ex-
panded and preserved for 
the community, for schol-
ars, and for subsequent 
generations of school chil-
dren at PS 48 and other 
schools,” said Panaritis. 

Klein called the fund-
ing a “new chapter” for 

Drake Park.
“For many years, Drake 

Park has been a forgotten 
corner of the Bronx, but 
with the recent discover-
ies made by the students 
at P.S. 48 and now, with 
the funding I helped to se-
cure in this year’s budget, 
Drake Park is clearly a fo-
cal point in our communi-
ty’s culture and history,” 
he said. “Together, we will 
make sure that Drake Park 
refl ects the community of 
Hunts Point, past and pres-
ent.”

Senator Jeff Klein announces $180,000 for Joseph Rodman Drake 
Park in memory of slave workers likely buried there.

This 1910 photo of the site, labeled “slave burial ground,” kicked off 
the research. 

State $ for slave burial site

chain opening its fourth 
Bronx location at the new 
mall. 

Other regional busi-
nesses moving in include 
Dr.’s Express, Bev-Mart 
Discount Wine & Spirits, 
Shinn Hair Weaving and 
NXT Vitamins. 

With a Target the 
main anchor store, other 
national chains will in-
clude TJ Maxx, Petco, Fa-
mous Footwear, Skechers, 
Sleepy’s, VivaMovil by Jen-
nifer Lopez, Applebee’s, 
Subway, Five Guys Burgers 
and Fries, and Sarku Asian 
Restaurant. 

The developers said 
they are also now in talks 
with a variety store, bank, 
sporting goods store, and 
several additional clothing 

retailers, 
Merchants optimistic

Taking an optimis-
tic view, Steve Kaufman, 
president of the Throggs 

Neck Merchants Associa-
tion, said that he hoped 
the new shopping center 
would bring people to the 
E. Tremont Avenue shop-
ping corridor.

“We hope that people 
who go to this shopping 
mall will stop in our neigh-
borhood, eat at our restau-
rants, and patronize our 
merchants” said Kauf-
man. 

“We hope that they are 
going to be good neigh-
bors,” he said of the mall. 
“They are coming into the 
neighborhood. It can’t be 
stopped.” 

Kaufman was upbeat 
about the merchants’ an-
nual street fair on Satur-
day, May 17, along E. Trem-
ont Avenue between Miles 
and LaSalle avenues. 

New Throggs Neck mall almost full

We hope that 
people who go to 
this shopping mall 

will stop in our 
neighborhood, eat 
at our restuarants, 
and patronize our 

merchants.
Steve Kaufman

From Page 1

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS
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