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City Island
wins bridge
controversy

Smiles And Flowers For Mom

MONTE
LAYS OUT
ER PLAN

Meets with leaders and offi cials

Delilah Mahony, 7, gives dad Louis a helping hand at his Jerome Florist 
shop on E. Tremont Avenue in Throggs Neck, getting ready for the big rush 
for Mothers’ Day Sunday. See page 9 for story. 

Photo by Alexander Belisle

BY BEN KOCHMAN
East Bronx locals sick of long 

waits at Montefi ore Medical Cen-
ter’s Weiler Division in Morris 
Park should take non-life threat-
ening ailments elsewhere, ac-
cording to a top ranking hospital 
offi cial.

His comment came after hos-
pital brass met with a slew of 
frustrated community leaders 
and elected offi cials on Thurs-
day, May 1 to hopefully hash out a 
plan to combat severe overcrowd-

ing at the emergency room.
Montefi ore did not commit at 

the meeting to adding any beds 
or nurses to the Morris Park 
hospital. But the borough’s larg-
est healthcare chain did lay out 
a strategy to shift locals suffer-
ing from non-life-threatening is-
sues to other Monte sites, includ-
ing a walk-in urgent care center 
on Westchester Avenue and the 
nearby Montefi ore Westchester 
Square hospital.

Continued on Page 4

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Islanders have fi nally won 

their bitter fi ght with the city to 
stop an unwanted bridge. 

After brawling with the 
Bloomberg administration over 
one with a soaring tower, new city 
Department of Transportion Com-
missioner Polly Trottenbergt an-
nounced the city will now build 
a simple causeway to replace the 
current bridge onto the island.

Surrounded by elected offi cials 
and island leaders, Trottenberg 
announced the breakthrough on 
Sunday, May 4 at the foot of the 
current bridge.

It was a ray of sunshine for is-
landers who had fought Mayor 
Bloomberg – and especially for-
mer DOT Commissioner Janette 
Sadik-Khan, whom angry island-
ers charged repeatedly ignored 
their pleas for a bridge more in 
keepingh with the quaint little is-
land’s low-rise character. 

The previous design called for 
a modern looking “cable-stayed” 
bridge with a tower in the shape of 
a sail soaring 160-feet in the air. 

The DOT will be presenting the 
new design by the project’s con-
tractor, Tutor Perini, to City Plan-
ning, and if all goes well, it should 
be approved by the end of May.

Based on artist renderings, 
much of the causeway’s color and 
street furniture may mirror the 
same shade of green as the 113-
year-old City Island Bridge .  

Problem Solved 

Trottenberg was joined at Sunday’s 
announcement by city Comptroller 
Scott Stringer, Senator Jeff Klein, 
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., 
Councilman Jimmy Vacca, Com-
munity Board 10 district manager 
Kenneth Kearns, and a represen-
tative from Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, as well as leadership 
from the City Island Chamber of 

Continued on Page 4

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Enjoy a fully running No. 6 sub-

way line while you can, east Bronx-
ites — because you’ll be losing two 
more stations soon.

The city reopened the newly 
renovated Middletown Road and 
Castle Hill Avenue on Sunday, May 
4, complete with new mezzanines 
and  platform walls to shield travel-
ers from the elements.

But as the paint dries at those 
stops, locals at the nearby Zerega 
and Buhre avenue stations are 
gearing up for a more complicated 

commute when those stops come 
under the MTA’s fi xup plan in 
July.

Find another route

“I’ll have to walk down to Mid-
dletown Road, which is way out of 
my way,” said Brian Falco, who 
lives on Crosby Road. “It’s just the 
wintertime I’m afraid of. If we have 
a winter like last one, that walk 
could be trouble.”

The city started construction on 
the Castle Hill Avenue and Middle-
town Road stations in October 2013 
– part of a massive multi-million 

dollar revamping of the No. 6 line 
that locals and elected offi cials had 
complained was in disrepair.

“It’s going to be an inconve-
nience, but it’s going to be worth 
it,” said Maria Garcia, who uses 
the Buhre Avenue station now and 
will have to either walk to the Pel-
ham Bay Park No. 6 train or take a 
shuttle bus from July 2014 to Janu-
ary 2015, when construction is ex-
pected to be done.

Tricky for local shops

Merchants near the Buhre Av-

Hey there, hot stuff! The new and im-
proved Middletown Road No. 6 line sta-
tion opened Sunday May 4 after major 
renovations. Photo by Ben Kochman

Subway repairs moving up line  

Continued on Page 11
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
The city is slamming the 

brakes on two more busy 
Bronx thoroughfares.

The speed limit on three 
miles of E. Gun Hill Road – 
from Jerome Avenue east 
to the Interstate 95 high-
way - will drop from 30 mph 
to 25 mph by the end of the 
month. Four miles of South-
ern Boulevard, between E. 
Fordham Road and Bruck-
ner Blvd. will get a similar 
slowdown by July.

Both corridors will soon 
be outfi tted with new blue 
and white 25 mph speed 
limit signs to go along with 
a new traffi c signal timing 
system that city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
brass say will help motor-
ists cruise at the new speed 
limit.

Pursuing ‘Vision 

Zero’

The most recent crop of 
slowdowns comes weeks af-
ter the DOT announced its 

fi rst Bronx so-called “ar-
terial slow zone,” on over 
fi ve miles of the Grand Con-
course from Mosholu Park-
way to E. 140th Street.

DOT has targeted wide, 
heavily used “arterial” 
streets as part of the city-
wide embrace of “Vision 
Zero,” an originally Swed-
ish idea of reducing traffi c 
deaths entirely.

According to city statis-
tics, arterials account for 
60 percent of traffi c deaths, 
though they only take in 15 
percent of NYC’s total mile-
age.

The stretch of E. Gun 
Hill Road that will soon get 
the slowdown saw four traf-
fi c deaths since 2008, while 
three people were killed in 
traffi c on the Southern Bou-
levard corridor that will 
get the slowdown, said the 
DOT, which announced the 
new slow zones on May 1.

So far in 2014, 67 people 
have died in traffi c-related 

incidents across the city, 
including six in the Bronx, 
according the public radio 
station WYNC, which has 

been tracking the deaths on 
its website.

Enforcement?

The next question is 

whether locals will follow 
the new guidelines?

“It’s fi ne to put up sig-
nage and alert people, but I 

want to know who is going 
to enforce it?” asked Vin-
nie Prezioso, co-chair of the 
transportation committee 
at Community Board 11, 
which borders E. Gun Hill 
Road. “Maybe if enough 
tickets are given out, people 
will slow down.”

Local electeds were op-
timistic the slowdowns 
would work, and praised 
the city for choosing corri-
dors within their districts. 

“I’m grateful that the 
12th District will be utiliz-
ing this traffi c safety initia-
tive to reduce the speed limit 
on East Gun Hill Road, one 
of our busiest traffi c corri-
dors,” said Councilmember 
Andy King. 

“For years, Southern 
Boulevard has been a crash-
prone corridor, added Coun-
cilmember Ritchie Torres. 
“Lowering the speed limit 
will ensure safer streets 
for drivers and pedestrians 
alike.”

Lowering speed limits on two more Bronx corridors

E. Gun Hill Road speedsters like this guy will need to slow their roll to 25 mph under new city guide-
lines. Some locals are skeptical motorists will take heed unless police ramp up enforcement.  
                                                 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

City braking Bronx speeders

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A Grammy-winning beat 

maker and popular TV actor 
are among those headlining 
this year’s crop of Bronx 
Walk of Fame inductees.

Hip Hop producer Swizz 
Beatz – who has laid down 
tracks with the likes of 
Jay-Z, Kanye West and Bono 
over his 14-year-career – will 
join NFL lineman Willie Co-
lon and actors David Zayas, 
Rachel Ticotin and Priscilla 
Lopez on the list of famous 
Bronxites honored on the 
Grand Concourse, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
announced at a Bronx Week 
2014 kickoff event Monday 
May 5.

“The Bronx is the fl ag-
ship for music, creativity, 
geniuses, great people,” 
Beatz said at the announce-
ment at the newly opened 
Gun Hill Brewery on Laco-
nia Avenue. “I’m proud to be 
from here.”

A power packing crew

The fi ve new inductees 
will soon join the group of 
nearly 100 Bronx natives 

– including Regis Philbin, 
Chazz Palminteri and Colin 
Powell – already honored 
with placards on the Grand 
Concourse.

“I can think of no better 
way to celebrate the best of 
our borough than by wel-
coming home these fi ve in-
dividuals, who have made a 
major impact in their fi elds, 
back to where it all began, 
right here in the Bronx,” 
said Diaz.

Love for the borough 
came pouring out of the hon-
orees.

Beatz, whose real name 
is Kasseem Dean, said his 
fi rst experience with music 
came selling mixtapes as a 
package deal with haircuts 
at a barber shop on Boston 
Road where he worked after 
school. 

Zayas, a former NYPD 
offi cer turned actor who 
starred in Showtime’s “Dex-
ter” series, grew up in Hunt’s 
Point, moved to Soundview 
and now lives in Riverdale.

“Every country I’ve been, 
when they asked where I 

was from, I said the Bronx 
with pride,” said Zayas.

‘Fort Apache’ gal

The other honorees 
aren’t too shabby either.

Sports fans might know 
Colon, who spent his early 
years in a Melrose hous-
ing project and who now 
plays offensive lineman for 
the New York Jets, while 
fans of the 1981 movie “Fort 
Apache: The Bronx” might 
know Ticotin from her role 
as Paul Newman’s love in-
terest, the Dominican nurse 
Isabella. 

The announcement at 
Gun Hill Brewery kicked 
off a week of Bronx festivi-
ties, including a parade, art 
and music shows and a food 
festival. For a full schedule, 
check out ilovethebronx.
com.

“Bronx week is not just 
for Bronxites,” said Diaz Jr. 
“Bronx Week is where we 
invite all New Yorkers, and 
people from the tri-state 
area. There are so many 
people who haven’t been to 
the Bronx in many years.”

Reppin’ the Bronx: Councilman Andy King, Swizz Beatz, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., Deputy Boro 
President Aurelia Greene and David Zayas show their Bronx love. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Bronxweek honorees named

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.
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COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES
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Low wait at W. 

Square

“Patients should con-
sider using our urgent care 
centers and certainly our 
Westchester Square Emer-
gency Department for less 
critical issues,” said Peter 
Semczuk, Montefi ore’s vice 
president of clinical ser-
vices.

Since March 2013, Mon-
tefi ore Westchester has 
been used as a “freestand-
ing emergency depart-
ment,” handling some mi-
nor injuries and surgery 
on-site but with no over-
night beds. The hospital in-

stead busses those patients 
to other Monte hospitals.

But Semczuk said the 
average time to see a doc-
tor at Westchester Square 
Medical Center is a mere 
37 minutes – far faster than 
the wait time at Weiler, 
which locals complain 
has ballooned into several 
hours waiting time over 
the last few yaears.

Ratcheting up heat

A group of east Bronx 
pols – including Assembly-
men Mike Benedetto and 
Mark Gjonaj, and Coun-
cilmember Jimmy Vacca 
– held a press conference 
with Community Boards 

10 and 11 outside Weiler’s 
emergency room at the 
Einstein campus on May 
1 to put public heat on the 
hospital to answers locals’ 
gripes.

Besides the long wait 
times, patients and nurses 
have reported the facility 
is so cramped that some 
patients spend the night on 
gurneys in hallways.

“We need to hold their 
feet to the fi re,” said Judy 
Sheridan-Gonzalez, vice 
president of the New York 
State Nurses Association. 
“We know there’s places 
where beds can be opened 
[in Weiler], so our patients 

don’t have to languish in 
hallways and on stretchers 
cramped in the emergency 
department.”

Monte brass said the 
hospital is launching a 
marketing campaign and 
handing out pamphlets 
pushing patients to go to 
other facilities and ease the 
pressure on Weiler.

Montefi ore oper-
ates a Bronx East site on 
Westchester and Castle 
Hill avenues. Morris Park-
ers now also have a new, 
non-Montefi ore option in 
ProHealth on Morris Park 
and Hone avenues.

No solid committment

But Monte’s Semczuk 
said he would not commit to 
adding any beds to Weiler.

He would only say that 
the hospital would “care-
fully look at opportunities 
to expand in-patient bed ca-
pacity.”

“We’ve already added 
100 beds, and if we need to 
add more beds, we will add 
more beds,” he said. “It is 
not exactly clear where in 
the system we would do 
that.”

The hospital would also 
not commit to hiring more 
nurses to deal with the 
overcrowding.

“We continue to look at 

our staffi ng levels each and 
every day to make sure we 
are meeting the needs of 
our patients,” said Semc-
zuk.

Benedetto called Thurs-
day’s meeting a “giant step 
forward.”

“Where before we were 
angry, we’ve come out ex-
tremely hopeful,” he said.

Elected offi cials said 
they would be keeping 
tabs on progress and 
would check back in three 
months.

“The bottom line for me 
is, I’ll believe it when I see 
it,” said Vacca.

—with Patrick Rocchio
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Assemblyman Benedetto (c) called a press conference with fellow elected offi cials and community 
leaders on Thursday, May 1 after a meeting with Montefi ore brass. To his right is Councilman Vacca and 
to his left Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj. Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Monte lays out ER strategy plan

Nurse Judy Sheridan-Gonzalez (r) and Assemblyman Michael Benedetto (l) exchange ideas after a 
press conference on Thursday, May 8 about conditions at Einstein/Weiler.

Commerce and the City Is-
land Civic Association, and 
other stakeholders.

“When Mayor de Blasio 
offered me the job of trans-
portation commissioner, he 
asked me to listen to and re-
spect communities and be a 
problem-solver,” said Trot-
tenberg. “And with a new, 
simpler causeway design 
for the 113-year-old City Is-

land Bridge, that is exactly 
what we’ve accomplished 
today.”

 She said the city is ex-
pected to save more than 
$5 million with the new de-
sign . 

City Island Civic Associ-
ation second vice-president 
Barbara Dolensek, a peti-
tioner in a lawsuit fi led with 
the help of Klein, praised 
the development. 

“In a very short time, 
they have come up with a 
bridge design that is com-
patible with City Island’s 
low-rise historic character 
and with the beauty of Pel-
ham Bay Park,” said Dol-
ensek, “and for that we are 
immensely grateful.” 

All agree 

“The City Island Bridge is 
more than a means of trans-
portation,” said Comptrol-

ler Stringer, “it is literally 
a lifeline for the residents 
of this Bronx neighborhood 
and its visitors.”

Gerard (Skip) Giacco, 
president of the CICC and 
owner of an island ice cream 
shop, gave away vanilla 
ice cream at the announce-
ment, a reminder that Trot-
tenberg had previously told 
island leaders the de Blasio 
administration would work 
with them to give them 
want they wanted – a “plain-
vanilla causeway.” 

City Island wins bridge controversy

Proposed design of causeway to City Island that would replace cur-
rent bridge.  Photo courtesty of city Department of Transportation

From Page 1

From Page 1
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*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions 
may apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

We welcome outside prescriptions! 
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. 
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM 
for a no-obligation appointment.

� Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Bronx 

2168 White Plains Rd., NY
718-931-0500
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
SterlingOptical.com

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

Eye Exam With Purchase of Eyeglasses  
Restrictions Apply.

$20

Frame& 
Lenses

$99*

50%*

Contact
Lens Sale

Complete 
Pair

2nd Pair FREE
100off$ *

Purchase 1 Year Supply
of Contact Lenses,

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses

Take

Packages Starting at

SECURITY DRUGS

Nat u “Nick”  Ge varia , BS 
Rph Pharmacist

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
Smile, you’re on secu-

rity camera.
Two muggers who at-

tacked a female postal 
worker leaving the sub-
way at the Zerega stop 
on Westchester Avenue, 
throwing her to the 
ground, wound up posing 
for their mug shots after 
a security camera led to 
their eventual arrest.

One suspect’s girl-
friend spotted him in 
the security video after 
it was provided to lo-
cal cable News 12 The 
Bronx, cops said, while 
the other suspect was the 
talk of his Hunts Point 
neighborhood after his 
face was splashed on the 
screen there.

Michael Muniz, 26 
was arrested after a po-
lice source said “he was 
watching TV with his 
baby mom when there he 
was, big as life, on the TV 
screen.”

“The girlfriend, who 
apparently was none to 
happy over it, called her 
Godmother, who then 
called a retired police of-
fi cer she knew,” said the 
source, who then con-
tacted the 45th Precinct 
squad and spoke with 
case detective Paul Mal-
donado.

Maldonado arrested 
Michael Muniz April 24, 
and was soon led to sus-
pect Christopher Dela-
paz, 25, who had become 
embarassed over neigh-

bors pointing the fi n-
ger at him after the TV 
broadcast of the video.

“He was getting 
ribbed in the neighbor-
hood for going from be-
ing a drug dealer to a 
drug user to robbing old 
ladies,” said the police 
source.

When detectives fi -
nally arrested Delapaz 
on April 28, he report-
edly told detectives “I 
knew you were coming 
to get me, I saw myself 
all over TV.”

Both suspects were 
charged with felony rob-
bery, assault and posses-
sion of stolen property. 
They were being held on 
Rikers Island pending a 
May 14 court hearing.

BY BEN KOCHMAN
One Morris Park local is 

having an especially rough 
ride with petty car crime.

A mere week after ban-
dits stripped one vehicle in 
the Indian Village enclave 
of its rearview mirrors, 
thieves returned to swipe 
all of the car’s four tires.

The bandits also 
smashed a rear window on 
the car, and snooped around 
for loose change, said wit-
nesses of a black car parked 
in a driveway on the corner 
of Tenbroeck and Rhein-
lander avenues during the 
night of Friday, May 2 and 
early morning Saturday, 
May 3. 

The petty crime spike 
has locals spooked.

“These guys seem to 
have found a comfort level 
in Indian Village over the 
last few months,” said Bob 
Nolan, who lives on nearby 
Narragansett Avenue. “It’s 
gotten really bad.”

Police at the Four-Nine 
Precinct say they are inves-
tigating. The criminals are 
likely repeat offenders, some 
of whom have been arrested 

for the crime in the past but 
are now out of prison and 
back on the streets, said 49 
Community Affairs Offi cer, 
Detective Vic DiPierro.

Complicating the hunt is 
how quick the thieves can 
pluck the mirrors or tires 
off a car, which happens in 
a matter of seconds, said 
DiPierro.

For now, cops are urging 
locals to lock their car doors 
and remove valuables. Resi-
dents can also invest in tire 
locks and rearview mirror 
covers.

“It’s a crime of opportu-
nity,” said DiPierro. “All we 
can suggest that residents 
keep nothing in their cars 
that is tempting.”

But the locals who have 
seen vehicle parts swiped 
are getting fed up.

“The bottom line is that 
we need more police pa-
trols,” said Nolan. “The fi rst 
thing I do every morning is 
look outside to see if my car, 
mirrors and tires are still 
there. This is a nice neigh-
borhood. We should not 
have to live like this.”

Security cam leads to Zerega mug suspects’ IDs

Morris Park Wheels of Misfortune Television fame leads 
to mugging blame

This vehicle in Indian Village had all four of its tires swiped over 
the weekend, just days after bandits snagged his rearview mirrors.
 Photo courtesy Peter Enea
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BronxNet, the borough’s public access television station, celebrated its 20th anniversary with a luncheon Thursday, May 1 at Marina del Rey. The celebration was hosted by NY1 anchor Dean Meminger, who 
joined 300 guests in honoring Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. for his support of BronxNet; Lehman College president Ricardo Fernandez for providing space and services for its studio, and to NBC co-anchor 
Darlene Rodriguez, who started her  television career at BronxNet. Among the other honorees were Chamber of Commerce CEO Lenny Caro, Derrick Adkins, and Suyapa Greenburg. Above, Michael Max Knobbe, 
BronxNet’s executive director, addresses the audiance.  Photos by Walter Pofeldt

BRONXNETBRONXNET
HITS 20HITS 20

BronxTalk interview show host Gary Axelbank has the tables turned on him.
(L-r) Cliff Sperber, representing honoree Derrick Ad-
kins; Lenny Caro; and Suyapa Greenburg.

BronxNet executive director Michael Max Knobbe (l) and BronxNet 
chairman Paul Gentile fl ank honoree Darlene Rodriguez holding 
elegant award.

E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
business consultant 
Majora Carter and 
former Lehman Col-
lege President Ros-
coe Brown smile for 
the camera.
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Dancers from the Del Monte Carmelo Church perform, wearing their native best.

Mariachi from Del Monte Carmelo Church. (L-r) John 
Bautista, 12, Christian Calderon, 6, and Alexis Perez, 
13.

Mariachi Band entertains festival 
goers  Photos by Edwin Soto

Food, music and dancing fi lled Crescent Avenue in Belmont May 3 as El Groupo Unidos de Bel-

mont hosted the 9th Annual Cinco de Mayo Celebration.
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The newest district 

manager of Community 
Board 7 says he’s up for the 
challenge.

A former board member 
himself, Dustin Engelken, 
27, starts the job Monday, 
May 12 after recently be-
ing appointed by his fellow 
board members. 

Engelken, who lives 
in Bedford Park with his 

wife Farah and 6-month-
old daughter Ayala, was 
appointed a member of the 
board shortly after mov-
ing there two years ago in 
order to get involved in his 
new home.

Opportunity

“For me, the commu-
nity board was a great op-
portunity to dive right in to 
the neighborhood, fi nd out 
who’s active in the commu-
nity, what the issues are, 
and what kind of needs we 
have,” he said.

As district manager, 
Engelken will manage the 
community board, respond 
to constituents, and act as 
a liaison to city agencies. 
The board also covers Nor-
wood, University Heights, 
Jerome Park, Fordham and 
Kingsbridge Heights.

“The over-arching 
theme is being the person 
who knows what’s going on 
in the neighborhood,” he 
said about the job.

Originally from Salina, 
Kansas, he transferred 

to Manhattan College his 
sophomore year and began 
to call the borough home.

In love with Bronx

“I immediately fell in 

love with the Bronx and for 
the most part haven’t left 
since then.”

After graduation, he 
got a job with Soundview 

Councilmember Annabel 
Palma, serving as a con-
stituent liaison, communi-
cations manager, and legis-
lative director.

“I really got to see from 
top to bottom how things 
work,” Engelken said. “It 
was an invaluable expe-
rience I think is going to 
translate well to this job,”

In 2012, he took a con-
sulting job at Mercury Pub-
lic Affairs, working with 
lobbyists.

“It was very interest-
ing work, but at the same 
time it really drove home 
to me that my place is in 
government,” said En-
gelken. “I don’t want to be 
the person that lobbies for 
policy change, I want to be 
the person who drives that 
change.”

Board issues

Quality of life is impor-
tant to Board 7, he noted, 
with issues including lit-
tering, vandalism, graffi ti 
and parks, as well as the 
big pet peeve of dog drop-

pings.
One of major changes in 

the area, he added, is the 
rezoning of Webster Ave-
nue, which will bring new 
residents and businesses.

“It’s really going to fun-
damentally reshape our 
neighborhood in the com-
ing years,”  he said. “Hope-
fully as district manager 
I’ll have an opportunity 
to actively shape that pro-
cess.”

“I think a lot of people 
don’t understand what it 
is the community board 
does,” he noted. “So I think 
part of the job as district 
manager is advertising that 
your board is there and the 
services you provide.”

Getting people to come 
to the offi ce and to board 
meetings, he said, is criti-
cal to its mission of serving 
the community.

“The more people you 
get involved in that way, 
the more you learn about 
the specifi c issues you need 
to address.”

Dustin Engelken is the new district manager for Community 
Board 7. Photo by Jaime Williams

New district manager for Board 7

The over-
arching theme 

is being the 
person who 

knows whaat’s 
going on in the 
neighborhood.

Dustin Engelken
CB 7 District Manager

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
After a proposal for 

veterans housing fell 
through at the vacant 
“Pelham Grand” build-
ing in Pelham Bay, four 
non-profi t groups have 
designs on the former 
hospital building for so-
cial service programs. 

Some of the groups 
could be undercapital-
ized, and would have to 
vie for government dol-
lars, possibly giving 
Community Board 10 an 
opening to express its 
views on the matter, said 
Community Board 10 dis-
trict manager Kenneth 
Kearns.  

It is also up to the 
owner, communications 
mogul Moujan Vadhat, to 
approve of any plan, said 
Kearns. 

‘Pipe dreams’

“Their proposals are 
only their pipe dreams,” 

said Kearns. “These orga-
nizations run programs 
and they have heard of a 
vacancy in the area, and 
each one of them wants 
to move their program 
in. But I have no idea 
what the owner wants, 
and I have no ideas what 
the owner thinks.”

“We have not spoken 
to the owner, and he has 
not spoken to us,” he 
added. “It is private prop-
erty and the only real ju-
risdiction that we have 
is to comment if govern-
ment funds are used.”

The Community 
Board 10 municipal ser-
vices committee will dis-
cuss the ideas at a meet-
ing at the board offi ce, at 
3165 E. Tremont Avenue, 
on Tuesday, May 13 at 
7:30 p.m.

The programs, all re-
ferrals from the city Hu-
man Resources Admin-

istration or Department 
of Homeless Services, 
run the gamut of social 
services: recovering vet-
erans, homeless hous-
ing, housing for single 
mothers with children, 
and drug programs, said 
Kearns.   

List of groups

According to the dis-
trict manager, the orga-
nizations with the ideas 
are:
•Neighborhood Associa-
tion for Inter-Cultural 
Affairs
•Love Conquers All 
•Toulwani Helping 
Hands 
•ACE NY 

Ben Randazzo, chief-
of-staff for Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto, 
said that his offi ce was 
also contacted by one of 
the organizations. He 
has also gotten a small 
amount of information 

on the other three ideas. 
He also said that his 

offi ce had been in touch 
with Vadhat. 

“We have spoken with 
the owner over a period 
of time, telling him the 
use has to meet with 
community approval, 
or be something we feel 
would really be good for 
the community,” said 
Randazzo, “or I hate to 
say it, the lesser of the 
evils.” 

“They all have some-
thing sticky about them, 
from the little bit that I 
have read,” he said of the 
latest plans. 

The building, at 1870 
Pelham Parkway South 
at the corner of St. Paul 
Avenue, was home to Pel-
ham Bay General Hos-
pital for many years. It 
was later a branch of Our 
Lady of Mercy Medical 
Center. 

Board 10 meeting to review proposals

A veterans housing proposal for the closed Pelham Grand on Pel-
ham Parkway South has stalled. Now four more ideas are being 
fl oated.  fi le photo 

Groups vying for Pelham Grand 
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mIS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Okay, relax. There’s still 

time for that last minute 
Mother’s Day gift or restau-
rant reservation.

And local merchants and 
restaurateurs are defi nitely 
saying God Bless moms ev-
erywhere.

For those in the gift in-
dustry, including fl orists 
and jewelry stores, the holi-
day can mean a big boom in 
sales.

Flowers for mom

Louis Mahony, owner 
of Jerome Florist and Gifts 
in Throggs Neck, said that 
Mother’s Day is absolutely 
the shop’s biggest holiday – 
“Bigger than Christmas or 
Valentine’s Day.”

Customers include kids 
buying gifts for moms, hus-
bands buying for wives, 
grandmothers buying for 
daughters and vice versa, 
said Mahony.

“There’s a long list of 
people who need fl owers,” he 
said.

The holiday also means a 

boom for local restaurants, 
including Don Coqui on City 
Island. 

Craziest day

“It’s the craziest restau-
rant day of the year,” said 
Jimmy Rodriguez, whose 
kids run the restaurant. 
“Nobody wants mommy to 
cook on Mother’s Day.”

Rodriguez said the res-
taurant doesn’t take res-
ervations because no one 
knows quite how long it will 
take to get there with City 
Island traffi c, but the restau-
rant will begin fi lling up for 
lunch between 12 and 1 p.m. 
and will be packed through-
out the day.

“Come early,” he said. 
“Because everyone has the 
same idea.”

While Christmas is the 
busiest time of year, Vito 
Caputo, owner of Caputo 
Jewelers in Morris Park, 
said Mothers Day is about on 
par with Valentine’s Day for 
sales.

Caputo has seen Moth-
er’s Day trends come and go 

during the 33 years he has 
owned the shop. Mother’s 
rings with kid’s birthstones 
and engraved charms have 
given way to pendants with 
birthstones or monograms 
of their childrens’ initials. 

“Mother’s Day gifts, in 
general, are a little bit of ev-
erything,” said Caputo.

Pre-order

Florist Mahony noted 
Mother’s Day bouquets or 
arrangements can range 
from $50 to $300, so it helps 
to let the salesperson know 
right away what you’re look-
ing to pay.

Because of the high de-
mand on Mother’s Day, Ma-
hony said that people who 
want specifi c fl owers should 
pre-order their arrange-
ments, otherwise they may 
be out of luck.

“There’s always an in-
sane rush because everyone 
waits till the last minute.”

But despite the hectic 
aspect to Mother’s Day in a 
fl ower shop, Mahony said he 
enjoys it each year.

Local shops fi elding rush for fl owers, presents

Angelina Zippo, 2, may want to break open her piggy bank to buy a Mother’s Day gift for mom Erica at 
Caputo Jewelers in Morris Park. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Mom’s Day gifts big local biz





OLLIE  
Okay, now that Oli-

ver Koppell has offi cially 
come out swinging at Sena-
tor Jeff Klein for his 34th 
Senate District seat, let the 
games begin.

Koppell offi cially an-
nounced Monday, May 5 
that he’s challenging Jeff, 
citing his “desertion of the 
Democratic Party” by ally-
ing his fi ve-member break-
away Independent Demo-
cratic Conference with 
Senate Republicans as a 
co-leader, taking away ma-
jority rule from the duly 
elected Democratic Confer-
ence.

Most quarters are look-
ing at this brawl as an up-
hill fi ght for Ollie, who has 
a lotta fundraising and en-
dorsement work to do to 
match Klein’s mega-war 
chest, multi-union loyalty 
and the political backing 
of just about every elected 
and party offi cial in the 
Bronx.

Democratic Conference 
spokesman Mike Murphy 
said leader Andrea Stew-

art-Cousins and her mem-
bers will be supporting the 
former City Councilman/
Assemblyman/state Attor-
ney General. How much, 
with some heated serious 
races elsewhere around the 
state, remains to be seen. 

Ollie could be surprised 
by his own political club-
house over past perceived 
political sins when it 
comes to who it endorses. 
A lotta club folks are still 
grumbling over him sup-
porting former County 
leader Jose Rivera in the 
Rainbow Revolution that 
toppled Jose, and sponsor-
ing the bill that gave coun-
cilmembers and Republi-
can/Independent Mayor 
Mike Bloomberg third 
terms.

“This is going to be very 
divisive - very divisive,” 
said one long-time insider 
at the Ben Franklin Re-

form Democratic Club, 
which will meet May 22 to 
decide on an endorsement. 
“I think Ollie is going to be 
surprised - and not for the 
better.” 

BP SUED 
Camilla Pinkney-Price, 

former deputy chief of staff 
to Boro Prez Ruben Diaz 

Jr., suing for discrimination 
after her fi ring last year, 

has gotten the go-ahead for 
a full hearing before an 
administrative law judge 
– with subpena and sworn 
testimony powers – after 
the state Division of Hu-
man Rights found probable 
cause.

Camilla, who spent 17 
years with Ruben and Ru-
ben Sr. in various positions, 
claims, among other things, 
a pattern of African-Ameri-
can employees being sepa-
rated and replaced by non-
African Americans in the 
BP’s offi ce. 

The BP’s lawyer claims 
she was let go after a series 
of warnings over various 
issues, including inappro-
priate behavior. And the 
lawyers get rich....

COP CORNER

We love this tale from 
a South Bronx detective 
buddy:

“Overly aggressive, con-
descending defense attor-
ney tells me three times in 
fi ve minutes that she has 

invoked her 16-year-old cli-
ent’s right to counsel and 
I cannot question him. No 
problem.

“Attorney then goes in to 
speak with him in private.

“Attorney exits covered 
head to toe in milk, poured 
on her by the same client.

Karma 1, Defense 0.
“I said to the attorney 

“I’d love to ask him what 
happened and why he did 
that to you, but, well, I 
can’t, you see.”

BRONX BIRTHDAYS

May 10 - Former Mor-
ris Park Assemblywoman 
Naomi (Snooki) Rivera.

M a y  1 2  –  C o m e d i a n 
George Carlin. 

M ay 15  -  Ac t or/pl ay-
w r i g h t  C h a z z  P a l m -

interi.
-------------------------------
Sorry to all you hot gos-

sip junkies, but we’ll be 
taking a one week break 
to recharge the old bat-
teries. See yuh two weeks 
from now.
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

From oogling young Dominican girls with his ever-present video 
camera to a too-much-information selfi e in his dentist’s chair, As-
semblyman Jose Rivera just can’t seem to stop. But puleeeeeze! 
No selfi es at the proctologist’s....

enue stop are expecting the 
construction to be rough 
for business. Pelham Bay 
merchants will be meeting 
with MTA offi cials on May 
20 at Honey Thai Pavilion to 
brainstorm ways to weather 
the storm.

“It’s going to be a mess, no 
matter how you slice it,” said 
Irene Guanill, president of 
the Pelham Bay Merchants 
Association. “But we’re hop-
ing that we can minimize 
the effects as much as pos-
sible.”

When the city started 
construction at Castle Hill 
Avenue, merchants there 
complained that the contrac-
tors swallowed up key park-
ing spaces.

Near the Buhre Ave-
nue stop, the construction 
equipment could pose prob-
lems for the many senior 
citizens who frequent the 
shops on Crosby, Buhre and 
Westchester Avenues.

“I feel bad for the local 
businesses,” said Falco, the 
Pelham Bay local.  “A lot of 

senior citizens won’t want 
to cross, with the equipment 
and debris.”

Residents who want 
to learn more about their 
transportation options dur-
ing the construction can go 
to a public meeting on June 
10 at 7 p.m. at St. Theresa’s 
Church.

The end result, even in-
convienced locals pointed 

out, will be a safer and nicer 
subway station. But in the 
meantime, business will be 
far from usual.

“We know that this needs 
to happen. The better the sta-
tion, the more welcoming it 
will be in the future,” said 
Guanill. “The hard part is: 
How are our shops going to 
operate in a construction 
site?” 

Subway repairs moving up line  

Brian Falco is all smiles now, but come July he’ll be among the 
Buhre Avenue regular commuters who will need to make other 
travel plans as station undergoes renovations.  
                                Photo by Ben Kochman

From Page 1
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