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WEILER
HOSPITAL
PROTEST

Electeds question long ER waits
BY BEN KOCHMAN

They’re tired of waiting. And 
waiting. And waiting.

A host of Bronx elected of-
fi cials is demanding that Mon-
tefi ore Medical Center fi nd a way 
to speed up waiting time in the 
emergency room at its Weiler Di-
vision on the Einstein campus in 
Morris Park.

They also want Monte to fi x a 
dearth of available hospital beds 
that has meant patients spending 
the night on gurneys in hallways. 

The pols – including Assem-

blyman Mike Benedetto, Coun-
cilmember Jimmy Vacca, Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj and Rep. Joe 
Crowley – had plans at press time 
to meet with high-level Montefi ore 
staff Thursday morning, May 1, 
before addressing the public at a 
press conference later that after-
noon.

Thursday’s meeting and con-
ference were expected to occur af-
ter the Times Reporter’s Wednes-
day print deadline.

Spike in ER demand

Continued on Page 4

Scaglione’s Youngest Fan 
That loaf of Italian bread from Scaglione’s bakery on Morris Park Avenue 
is almost as big as 14-month old Natalie Amelio, showing off with it. 

Photo by Bob Kappstatter

Vehicle
break-ins
spreading

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Lock your car doors, and 

hope for the best.
That’s about all car owners 

in yet another east Bronx neigh-
borhood can do as they scram-
ble to slam the brakes on petty 
crime after the latest rash of 
thefts to rock the area – a spree 
of rearview mirrors stolen over 
the weekend.

A week after police at the 
45th Precinct in Throggs Neck 
warned of a rash of car break-
ins and thefts in Country Club 
and Waterbury-LaSalle, bandits 
in the nearby Indian Village sec-
tion of Morris Park stripped the 
rearview mirrors off at least 10 
vehicles during the night of Sat-
urday April 26 and early morn-
ing Sunday April 27.

Long time problem

The spree touched parts of 
Hering, Rhinelander and Ten-
broeck avenues within the 49th 
Precinct, said Peter Enea, a lo-
cal who has been tallying the 
damage, and Joe Reda, public 
safety chair of local Community 
Board 11.

Longtime locals said dealing 
with car break-ins, stolen mir-
rors and other vehicle-related 
crimes has become a part of 
living in the quiet residential 
neighborhood.

Joe Sbuttoni, who lives at 
Hering and Van Nest Avenues, 
said his black Chevy Traverse 
has already been stripped of 
its mirrors twice within the 
last few months, including last 
weekend.

Sbuttoni said his other car, 
a minivan, has been hit at least 
four times since he moved to the 
nabe in 2001. In one case, bandits 
stripped off his signal lights.

“This neighborhood has been 
Continued on Page 4

Pelham Parkway going $$$ green

This circular seating area on Pelham 
Parkway and White Plains Road is 
among the amenities Parks plans for 
the strip.

BY BEN KOCHMAN 
The city plans to pump 

around $8 million over the next 
fi ve years into sprucing up Pel-
ham Parkway between Boston 
Road and Stillwell Avenue.

New biking and walking 
paths, massive lawn restoration, 
swanky circular hang out spots 
dotted with plant beds, and re-
built Bx12 bus stops are all on 
the agenda, according to  plans 
released to Community Board 
11 by the city’s Department of 
Parks and Recreation.

“I was blown away, said 

Joanne Rubino, chair of CB 11’s 
parks committee. “It was like a 
dream come true.”

The project’s fi rst phase – a 
$1.36 million renovation be-
tween Boston Road and Holland 
Avenue – is already funded and 
expected to break ground by 
summer 2015, said Parks spokes-
man Nathan Arnosti.

Funding for the other three 
phases of work along the green 
mall has yet to be allotted. 

Netting Croton $$

The $8 million project is a 
small slice of the over $200 mil-

lion the city Department of En-
vironmental Protection ear-
marked for rehabbing Bronx 
parks when it gained approval 
in 2004 to build the Croton Water 
Filtration Plant underneath Van 
Cortland Park.

Getting up to speed

Part of that lofty price is 
meant to go towards fi xing up 
Bronx parks. And Pelham Park-
way is one of the borough’s old-
est, having been built in the 
early 20th century, back when 
the area was still rural.

Continued on Page 15
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LOCATED ON OUR BEAUTIFUL 100 ACRE CAMPGROUNDS IN 
 ROCKLAND COUNTY, NY (TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED) 

 

Come Visit The Campgrounds! 
Saturday, May 17, 2014 - 11:00am-3:00pm    

Sunday, June 1, 2014 - 11:00am-3:00pm    
Saturday, June 14, 2014 - 11:00am-3:00pm    

 

Come by car or on our bus.  Bus will leave Bronx House at 11:00am. 
*Partial Scholarships Available     *1199, TWU & ACD Vouchers accepted  

Call 718-792-1800 or visit our website for a free brochure   
www.bronxhouse.org www.bronxhouse.org www.bronxhouse.org    

990 Pelham Parkway South,  Bronx, NY 10461            990 Pelham Parkway South,  Bronx, NY 10461            990 Pelham Parkway South,  Bronx, NY 10461               

REGISTER NOWREGISTER NOW 

ActivitiesActivities  
Sports, Games, Dance, Nature, 
Hiking, Art, Gardening, Ropes 

Course, Boating, Climbing Wall, 
Special Events, and Much More! 

Fun Bunch Camp               
 K-2nd Grade                       

Adventurer Camp             
3rd-4th Grade                     

Explorer Camp 
5th-6th Grade 

Teen Travel Camp 
7th-10th Grade 

SwimmingSwimming  
Campers swim twice 

a day and receive 
both instructional 

and free swim.  

Trips & OutingsTrips & Outings  
Amusement Parks, Museums, State Parks, Sporting 

Events, and More! 

Bring this ad and register in  
May or June to receive: 

 $100 off  full summer 
$50 off  one session 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Mourners at this local 

funeral home are getting 
a caring pair of ears to 
scratch.

The Joseph A. Luc-
chese Funeral Home in 
Van Nest has an in-house 
comfort dog that provides 
a bit of furry, tail wagging 
relief to mourners.

Owner Joe Lucchese 
said he has liked the idea 
of comfort dogs for a long 
time, but he never had the 
opportunity to implement 
it until he bought his busi-
ness, formerly F. Ruggiero 
& Sons, two years ago.

Inspired by Sandy 

Hook

He was particularly 
inspired by the use of 
therapy dogs in the wake 
of the Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School shooting 
two years ago, and felt 
that the use of dogs dur-
ing tragedies could be 
applied to the process of 
planning a funeral.

“It is a tragedy for that 
particular family,” said 
Lucchese.

His three kids had also 
been begging for a dog, so 
he decided to fi nally get 
a black Labrador puppy 
named Lily about a year 
ago.

“It was the perfect 
thing to kill two birds 
with one stone,” he said.

He joked - sort of - that 
he went with a black lab 
because her hair wouldn’t 
show on mourners dark 
clothes. 

Lucchese said he 
knows Lily is not for ev-
eryone, and that some 
people may prefer not 
to have a dog around for 
various reasons, includ-
ing allergies.

But he said he hasn’t 
gotten any negative feed-
back yet.

As far as Lucchese 
knows, Lily is the only 
in-house comfort dog at 
any funeral home in New 
York City.

Stressful moments

Once she is certifi ed, 
Lucchese hopes to have 
Lily in the room when 
families are making ini-
tial funeral arrangements 
and when they are fi rst 
viewing the deceased, 
which he called two very 
stressful moments.

Right now, she is kept 
in the offi ce, where fam-
ily members can visit 
with her if they wish.
Lucchese said that even 
in that limited role, Lily 
is able to provide com-

fort, and that people often 
lighten up when come in 
to the funeral home on 
Morris Park Avenue and 
see her.

“She does her job and 
makes people feel better.”

Marcy DiBattista said 
that when she was plan-
ning the funeral for her 
father, who was an ani-
mal lover, she just knew 
that Lucchese’s funeral 
home was the right place 
because of Lily. Interact-
ing with Lily helped her 
and her family take their 
mind off things, she said.

“For a second you do 
get to stop thinking about 
why you’re really there.”

A smile

Lily also cheered up 
Anthony Perrone while 
his family planned his 
mother’s funeral.

Everybody in his fam-
ily, he said, had some-
thing good to say about 
the dog, who especially 
helped his sister, who 
raises black labs.  

“She was so sad,” said 
Perrone, “and that dog 
just put a smile on her 
face.”

Perrone said that since 
then, he’s come back twice 
to visit Lily, bringing her 
a box of bones.

Funeral home offering some canine comfort.

A wagging tail 
for mourners

Joe Lucchese with his dog Lily, who is in training to be a therapy dog for mourners at Joseph A. Luc-
chese Funeral home in Van Nest. Photo by Jaime Williams
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*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions 
may apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

We welcome outside prescriptions! 
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. 
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM 
for a no-obligation appointment.

� Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Bronx 

2168 White Plains Rd., NY
718-931-0500
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
SterlingOptical.com

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

Eye Exam With Purchase of Eyeglasses  
Restrictions Apply.

$20

Frame& 
Lenses

$99*

50%*

Contact
Lens Sale

Complete 
Pair

2nd Pair FREE
100off$ *

Purchase 1 Year Supply
of Contact Lenses,

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses

Take

Packages Starting at

Open to children ages 5-20, Weeknights 6pm to 8 pm

Promote your child’s social and  
communication skills as you enjoy bowling  

and baseball as a family!

Now enrolling for Spring 2014
914-375-8999

BY BEN KOCHMAN
It’s not always been easy, 

but 60 years later, the Pel-
ham Bay Little League is 
still swinging. 

Both the boys’ divi-
sion and the girl’s softball 
division, the Pelham Bay 
Belles, kicked off play last 
weekend for the 60th season 
at Naclerio Field under the 
rumbling Westchester Ave-
nue elevated subway tracks 
at Tan Place.

Keeping the league run-
ning all this time, said 
current PPBLL head Vin-
nie Prestopino, has been 
anything but a walk in the 
park.

Tussle with the city

Besides being home to 
youth baseball and softball 
during the spring and sum-
mer, PPBL’s three diamond 
fi elds are the site of an on-
going legal tussle with the 
city Parks Department 

over $10,000 worth of dam-
age contractors allegedly 
caused to the fi eld’s sprin-
kler system when they reno-
vated the fi eld in 2012, using 
a $200,000 grant netted from 
Councilmember Jimmy 
Vacca four years earlier.

PPBL’s lawsuit charges 
that the city’s contractor, 
Brooklyn-based UA Con-
struction, broke the fi eld’s 
underground sprinkler 
heads even though they 
were clearly marked off 
with orange tape – with the 
league forced to foot the 
bill.

That legal battle re-
mains unresolved, with 
former state assemblyman 
Steve Kaufman represent-
ing the league against the 
city pro-bono.

Another foe: snow

Sprinkler-related issues 
caused the league to play 
a shortened schedule last 

season. This year, a histori-
cally snowy winter slowed 
down fi eld repairs, with vol-
unteers shoveling in 35 tons 
of clay in order to get the 
fi eld ready, said Prestopino.

“There are sleepless 
nights, there are panic at-
tacks,” he said. “But we al-
ways fi nd a way to make it 
work.”

PPBL has made it work 
for 60 years now, ever since 
neighborhood staple threw 
its fi rst pitch in Pelham Bay 
Park in 1954, with Jerry 
Mazza as its president.

After playing there for 
just under 15 years, the 
league moved to a former 
Indian reservation site at 
Bruckner Boulevard and 
Country Club Road, said 
Prestopino.

When the Smithsonian 
institute took over that site 
a few years later, the league 
moved again —this time 

to a vacant patch of land 
owned by the city’s Park De-
partment, where they built 
Naclerio Field in the early 
1980’s, Prestopino said.

Volunteers

The league has played 
there ever since, staying 

afl oat with registration 
fees, sponsorships from lo-
cal businesses and the oc-
casional grant from a local 
elected offi cial.

But Prestopino said the 
true engines that keeps the 
league running are the lo-

cal parents who give their 
time to maintain the fi elds 
and coach the teams.

“The place don’t run un-
less we have volunteers,” 
he said.  “With no volun-
teers, we put a lock on the 
door.”

The Pelham Bay Little League–and Pelham Bay Belles softball league – is still going strong at 60.
(left-right) Sophie Perez, Ava Salveggi, Abbie Creiner, Kaylee Kurys and Bryanna Kurys of “The Eagles” 
are ready for opening day. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Big 6-0 for Pel Bay 
Little League/Belles



East Bronx locals have 
long griped that wait times 
to see a doctor at Weiler 
have ballooned in recent 
years, even before the neigh-
borhood lost 140 overnight 
beds at nearby Westchester 
Square Medical Center 
when Montefi ore converted 
that bankrupt hospital into 
an outpatient facility.

The Westchester Square 
center now has no over-
night beds, but ambulances 
can shuttle patients to one 
of Montefi ore’s other facili-
ties, which together contain 
1,512 beds.

Beverly Michael, Mon-
te’s vice president who 
oversees Weiler, admitted 
in a phone interview in Feb-
ruary that the Morris Park 
hospital has seen a spike in 

emergency room demand 
over the past three to four 
years.

Monte: we’re trying!

Montefi ore says it has 
taken recent steps to com-
bat the overcrowding, in-
cluding:

•Adding 21 beds to the 
7th fl oor of the Weiler cam-
pus

• Hiring nine board-cer-
tifi ed Emergency Medicine 
physicians

•Employing so-called 
“nurse navigators,” who 
direct patients who might 
not need emergency room 
service to primary care 
centers

But the complaints have 
just kept on coming.

“Whatever they have 
been doing so far has not 
worked,” complained Tony 

Vitaliano, chairman of 
Community Board 11, which 
met with Monte brass at a 
Feb. 11 public meeting.

Nights in hallways

The lack of bed space 
at Weiler is so dire, say pa-
tients, that some patients 
wind up sleeping on gur-
neys in hallways overnight.

“It felt like we were cat-
tle,” said Jack Ciaccia, 48, 
who said that his whole 
fl oor was swamped with 
beds when he checked into 
Weiler on a recent morning 
to undergo gall bladder sur-
gery,  “There were gurneys 
everywhere. They couldn’t 
even wheel me to the X-ray 
machine.”

“To have a family come 
and visit you in the hallway 
is a bit demeaning,” Wendy 
Braithwaite, a nurse at the 

site for over 10 years, told 
the Times-Reporter back in 
February, months after the 
hospital had added the ex-
tra 21 beds.

Going public w/gripes

Local pols had been clam-
oring for a meeting with 
Monte staff for months, but 
got the cold shoulder until 
threatening to hold a press 
conference, said Assembly-
man Benedetto. 

“We understand that 
these problems are not 
simple to solve, but they 
should not be happening,” 
said Benedetto. “We need to 
know that they are develop-
ing a plan, we want to know 
what is the possible timeta-
ble, and we want to get some 
community dialogue going 
permanently, so future is-
sues can be addressed.”

Montefi ore brass said 
they are hoping that Thurs-
day’s meeting is the be-
ginning of an “on-going 

partnership” between the 
hospital and the commu-
nity,  Montefi ore vice presi-
dent Peter Semczuk said in 
a statement Wednesday.

“Based on initial con-
versations with Assembly-

man Benedetto,” Semczuk 
added,  “Montefi ore is com-
mitted to improving the 
patient experience and en-
suring strong lines of com-
munication with patients 
and community leaders.”

targeted for thefts as long 
as I’ve lived here,” said 
Sbuttoni. “I don’t know 
why. Maybe it’s because 
we have good stuff.”

Cops on it

The Four-Nine is aware 
of the issue, and is urging 
residents to make sure 
that they lock their car 
doors, and remove credit 
card statements and other 
important documents 
from their dashboards.

The precinct has seen 
numerous cases of car 
owners being struck after 
bandits simply opened an 
unlocked door and stole 
money, documents and 
even loose change.

“We’ve had cases where 
they break in and take the 
loose change off the dash-
board,” Four-Nine crime 
prevention offi cer Ty-
rone Mederos said at the 
49th Precinct Community 
Council meeting Tuesday, 

April 29. “That’s how bad 
it has gotten.”

In the case of the sto-
len mirrors, however, 
just locking the car doors 
is not enough. “You feel 
so gullible and helpless,” 
said local Peter Enea,  
“and that’s what bothers 
us the most.”

Spike in petty crime

The 4-9 boasts one of 
the lowest violent crime 
rates in the city – but 
petty larcenies, which in-
clude thefts of items like 
car mirrors that are be-
low $1000 in value, are 
up a whopping 53 percent 
in 2014 through April 20 
–even before last week-
end’s spree – according to 
the police’s Compstat re-
ports.

The crimes have 
jumped from 245 last year 
to 375 this year. And the 
police’s statistics only 
count the cases where lo-
cals even bothered to fi le a 

police report.
Sbuttoni said he didn’t 

even bother reporting 
this weekend’s crime. He 
instead bought a pair of 
used mirrors for just un-
der $200 at a Hunt’s Point 
junkyard.

Some locals would like 
to see increased police pa-
trols in the area. 

“I hate to say it, but 
these criminals see there’s 
no police presence,” said 
Al Lindenberg, who lives 
with his family on Pierce 
Avenue. “We’ve had all 
sorts of robberies, and yet 
you never see cop cars.” 

Enea suggested that 
neighbors maybe band to-
gether and form a watch-
dog group to keep an eye 
on the bandits.

“In our neighborhood, 
if anyone’s out in the 
streets at this time, late 
at night” he said, “they 
are most likely up to no 
good.”
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Car thefts hit Indian Village

At least 10 car owners in Indian Village woke up on Sunday April 27 to fi nd their rearview mirrors 
ripped out of their socket. Courtesy Peter Enea

Einstein Hospital ER rally

Roberto Garcia, senior director of community and governmental 
relations at Montefi ore Medical Center, and Beverly Michael, ex-
ecutive director at the Weiler Campus, strategize with Community 
Board 11 members on ways to decrease wait time at its Weiler Divi-
sion in Morris Park.  Photo by Ben Kochman

From Page 1

From Page 1
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          OFFICE OF THE BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT 
                               The Bronx County Building 
                                     851 Grand Concourse 

                                   Bronx, New York 10451 
 
 

Ruben Diaz Jr. 
BOROUGH PRESIDENT 

TEL: 718-590-3500 
 FAX: 718-590-3537 

Dear Neighbor:

Once again, I am thrilled to announce the arrival of our annual celebration of the best of our borough: 

Bronx Week! This year’s event promises to be bigger than ever, as we join together to celebrate, as 

“One Bronx,” the centennial of Bronx County.  I invite everyone to join me for this year’s celebration, 

which will take place from May 8
th

 through May 18
th

, and will feature community events and 

festivities throughout The Bronx. 

My office, the Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation (BOEDC) and The Bronx Tourism 

Council have put together some great events for Bronx Week this year that the whole community can 

take part in and enjoy, including a celebrity basketball game and historical tours of the borough’s 

neighborhoods.  Also in the lineup are some hit programs that we know well from previous years. 

These include our annual Centenarian Celebration (May 7
th

), the Bronx Bankers’ Breakfast (May 9
th

),

The Bronx Food & Farm Trolley Tour (May 10
th

), Youth & Senior Day (May 15
th

 ), and the highly-

anticipated Bronx Ball (May 17
th

) where we will honor our 2014 Bronx Walk of Fame inductees.  

We’ll wrap up the 10-day festival with a Grand Finale on May 18
th

, during which we will officially 

induct this year’s honorees to The Bronx Walk of Fame on the Grand Concourse. Later that day, 

Bronxites and visitors from across the region will celebrate their achievements at our annual Parade, 

Food & Arts Festival and Concert on Mosholu Parkway. 

Bronx Week celebrates the best of the borough—our veterans, mothers, seniors, youth, business 

leaders, volunteers, artists, civic leaders and hometown greats. It is a week devoted to the people who 

matter most to this borough—people just like you. 

A big thank-you goes out to all of our incredible corporate sponsors, including the Montefiore Medical 

Center, our lead sponsor for Bronx Week 2014. I would also like to thank some of our other major 

Bronx Week sponsors, including Healthfirst, HealthPlus Amerigroup, Affinity Health Plan, Metro Plus 

Health Plan, CenterLight Healthcare, conEdison, Cablevision and the City University of New York. 

We have worked hard, alongside the BOEDC and The Bronx Tourism Council, to make this year’s 

Bronx Week a special, memorable event. I am honored to once again be part of this amazing annual 

tradition, and can’t wait to see you at this year’s events! 

Sincerely,

Ruben Diaz Jr. 

2014
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Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

2014

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The annual celebration 

of the best of the borough - 
Bronx Week 2014 - is almost 
here. 

This year’s Bronx Week, 
a celebration with roots go-
ing all the way back to 1971, 
will be an exciting celebra-
tion with numerous events 
taking place all throughout 
the borough from Thursday, 
May 8 to Sunday, May 18. 

According to Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr.’s 
offi ce, Bronx Week is “a cel-
ebration of everything that 
makes the Bronx a great 
place to live, work and raise 
a family.” 

As he does every year, 
Diaz will announce this 
year’s fi ve inductees to The 
Bronx Walk of Fame at a 
press conference scheduled 
for Monday, May 5 at the 
Bronx County Courthouse. 

The Bronx Walk of Fame 
is on the Grand Concourse 
outside the courthouse.

Previous years’ induct-
ees include former Borough 
President and Congress-
man Herman Badillo, ac-

tor and screenwriter Chazz 
Palminteri, music group 
The Chiffons, actor Danny 
Aiello, boxer Jake LaM-
otta, singer Irene Cara, and 
many more notable people 
who are, or were originally 

from, the borough. 
Each inductee gets a 

street sign with their name 
placed along the boulevard, 
and those signs are un-
veiled by the honorees in an 
event at on Sunday, May 18 
at 11 a.m. 

They will also receive 
awards at the Bronx Ball, 
an annual black-tie gala 
on Saturday, May 17 at Or-
chard Beach that is a major 
gathering of the borough’s 
business, arts, and civic 
leaders. For tickets, tables 
and advertising opportuni-
ties, please call (718) 590-
2502. 

Some Bronx Week 2014 
highlights include: 

•A Centenarian Celebra-
tion on Wednesday, May 7. 

•The 16th Annual Bronx 
Bankers Breakfast on Fri-
day, May 9.

•A Bronx Food and Farm 

Tour on Saturday, May 10. 
•A Jose Feliciano con-

cert on Saturday, May 10.
•Bronx Veterans Appre-

ciation Breakfast on Mon-
day, May 12. 

•45th Precinct Commu-
nity Council Breakfast on 
Wednesday, May 14. 

•Bronx Week VIP art 
opening exhibit of Daniel 
Hauben’s works on Thurs-
day, May 15. 

•Bronx Health Link 
Bronx Health Expo on Fri-

day, May 16. 
•Montefi ore’s 2014 Teddy 

Bear Hospital on Saturday, 
May 17.

Bronx Week is coordi-
nated every year by the 
Borough President’s offi ce, 
Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation, 
and Bronx Tourism Coun-
cil. 

A complete list of events, 
including dates, times and 
locations, will be posted at 
ilovethebronx.com  

Wide array of events from May 8 - 18 

The Annual Bronx Week parade is a joyous occasion. It includes 
bands. This year’s parade on Mosholu Parkway takes place at noon 
on Sunday, May 18. 

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. presents a certifi cate of merit to 
Bronx Walk of Fame honoree and former Bronx Borough President 
and State Attorney General Robert Abrams. 

Bronx Week 2014 almost here
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www.contispastryshoppe.com

Desserts!
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BRONX WEEK EVENTS 
HOSTED BY THE 

OFFICE OF BRONX 
BOROUGH PRESIDENT 

RUBEN DIAZ JR.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7
Centenarian Celebration

11AM – 3PM
Learn the secrets of long 
life from those who have 
lived to see an entire cen-
tury. Join Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. as 
he commemorates the lives 
of those senior Bronxites 
who have turned, or will 
turn 100 years old this year. 
VILLA BARONE MANOR

737 Throggs Neck
Expressway

$30
Larcenia Walton:

718 590-6248 or lwalton@
bronxbp.nyc.gov

FRIDAY, MAY 9
The 16th Annual Bankers

Breakfast 2014
8:30AM – 11AM

The theme this year is 
“Then and Now.” The Bronx 
is celebrating its Centen-
nial and refl ecting on the 
history of the banking in-
dustry in the borough. An 
unprecedented number 
of economic development 
projects are currently un-
der construction in The 
Bronx which will also be 
highlighted. The Business 
Initiative Corporation of 
New York (BICNY) and lo-
cal banks are providing the 
capital needed to expand or 
start additional business 
in the borough. Over 400 
fi nancial leaders, business 
owners, real estate brokers, 
accountants, attorneys and 
technical assistance pro-
viders will come together 
to attend BICNY’s largest 
event of its kind, which 
serves as the offi cial pre-
cursor to Bronx Week. The 
Bronx Bankers Breakfast 
is the perfect venue to meet 
lenders actively working on 
behalf of businesses as well 
as to acquire additional in-
formation on BICNY’s 504 
Loan Program. 
VILLA BARONE MANOR 

737 Throggs Neck
Expressway

$50 ADVANC
$60 DOOR

RSVP Required @ 718-590-
3980 or MMarquez@boedc.org     

SATURDAY, MAY 10
Bronx Food and Farm Tour

10AM – 2PM
Join us for our 4th annual 
launch of the Bronx Food 
and Farm Trolley Tour sea-
son, with the offi cial Cen-
tennial Tour. Celebrate the 
100th anniversary of The 
Bronx with a tour of some of 
the oldest community gar-
dens in the borough. Visit 
Tawqa Community Farm, a 
model of urban agriculture 
in our city, with chickens, 
beekeeping, fruit trees and 
food production. Lunch is 
served at River Garden, 
established in 1976 and fi -
nally, visit The Point CDC’s 
Riverside campus garden, 
where youth are harvest-
ing and learning where our 
food comes from. Tickets 
are $30, cash or check pay-
able to La Familia Verde. 
Proceeds go directly to sup-
port the Bronx community 
gardens and urban farms 
you visit. Tour will de-
part by trolley from Metro 
North 153rd Street/Yankee 
Stadium and return to the 
same location.
 For more information call 
718-817-8026 or email bronx-

foodsummit@gmail.com
Metro North 153rd Street/

Yankee Stadium Station
$30 

Bronx Hip Hop Block Party
12PM – 6PM

Join us for our annual 
Bronx Hip Hop Block Party, 
a family-friendly event fea-
turing two celebrity basket-
ball games – one C-BALL 
rematch game with our 
very own Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
playing with other Bronx 
elected offi cials and the sec-
ond, a high profi le match 
between NYC’s Hot 97 and 
Power 105.1. Celebrate the 
birthplace of hip hop with 
dance, DJ mixing, rap and 
other interactive activi-
ties for all ages. Lunch and 
snacks provided. 

GAUCHOS GYM
475 Gerard Avenue

FREE

MONDAY, MAY 12
Green Roof Tour

9AM – 2PM
The tour will visit several 
buildings in The Bronx that 
have green roofs, which 
provide a broad range of en-
vironmental benefi ts, mak-
ing the borough a leader in 
fi nancing building designs 
and retrofi ts to improve 

the environment. The fi rst 
stop on the tour will be 
the Bronx County Build-
ing. Space is limited. First 
come, fi rst served. RSVP to 
mnixon@boedc.org

THE BRONX COUNTY
BUILDING

851 Grand Concourse, 
Room 123

718-590-8310
FREE

Bronx Veterans
Appreciation Day 

Breakfast
10AM – 12PM

Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. and his 
Bronx Veterans Advisory 
Council pay tribute to our 
borough’s veterans at this 
wonderful breakfast. All 
past and current service 
men and women are invited 
to attend this special salute, 
honoring their service to 
the United States of Amer-
ica. 

BY INVITATION ONLY

TUESDAY, MAY 13
Business Breakfast

The Bronx is Open for Busi-
ness! Be inspired and up-
lifted by some of the most 
successful Bronx Business-
people in the nation.  There 
will be a guest speaker and 
networking opportunities. 
A tour of the Anheuser 
Busch plant will follow the 
presentation.  
BY INVITATION ONLY, 

Event Info contact:
Angie Teran
718 590 5623

or ATeran@boedc.org

THURSDAY, MAY 15
Arts & Culture Day

Trolley Tours
9:30AM-12:30PM

or 1:30PM-4:30PM
All aboard the Bronx Trol-
ley for a tour of New York 
City’s only mainland bor-
ough led, by Bronx Histo-
rian Professor Lloyd Ultan 
and co-hosted by The Bronx 
Tourism Council. Space is 
limited. RSVP required by 
calling 718-590-3047.
IN FRONT OF THE BRONX 

COUNTY BUILDING,
851 Grand Concourse @ 

E.161st Street
Tel: 718-590-3047

FREE

Bronx Week Youth & Se-
nior Day Talent Show

12PM – 3PM
Seniors will be entertained 

by the youth of the borough 
of The Bronx.  Please come 
out and enjoy some of the 
fi nest talent along with hav-
ing a swinging good time.  
Come with your dancing 
shoes and outfi ts from the 
70’s.  Light Refreshments 
will be served.

BY INVITATION ONLY

Bronx Week Opening
VIP Art exhibit of

Daniel Hauben
6PM

Join Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. at a 
VIP wine and cheese re-
ception for artist and Van 
Cortlandt Village resident 
Daniel Hauben, highlight-
ing his “Bronx Works” ex-
hibit currently on display 
in Borough President Diaz’s 
offi ce. The exhibit includes 
a full scale reproduction on 
canvas of his famous 17-foot 
homage to the Bronx en-
titled “Bronx Vortex.” This 
enormous painting cap-
tures a panoramic view and 
the essence of the Bronx’s 
Fordham Road and Grand 
Concourse. 

Bronx County Building
851 Grand Concourse, 

Suite 301
Seating is Complementary 

and limited
RSVP IS REQUIRED

webmail@bronxbp.nyc.gov
718.590.8989

FRIDAY, MAY 16
Bronx Health Link Annual 
Bronx Week Health Expo

11AM – 3PM
Co-sponsored by The Bronx 
Health Link (www.bronx-
healthlink.org), Commu-
nity Health Education 
Day is The Bronx’s largest 
annual health fair, with 
screenings, counseling, 
educational services, and 
gifts for people of all ages. 
Plus a live DJ. There will be 
over 80 community-based 
organizations participat-
ing. This is an opportunity 
for people of The Bronx, re-
gardless of income, to get 
information on prevention 
and care for the challenges 
that confront our commu-
nity. Montefi ore, one of the 
event’s sponsors, is com-
mitted to improving the 
health and well-being of the 
Bronx. We consider it a pri-
ority to ensure community 
members have the ability 
to make informed decisions 
about their health insur-

ance options. Montefi ore 
has supported and champi-
oned Bronxites enrollment 
into the NY State of Health 
insurance marketplace for 
2014 and will be participat-
ing in Community Health 
Education Day to assist 
with the enrollment pro-
cess. Navigators will be 
available to help uninsured 
individuals with Medicare, 
those who have experi-
enced catastrophic events 
(divorce, death, loss of em-
ployment, etc.), or families 
with uninsured children, 
under the age of 19, enroll 
in the health exchange.
EUGENIO MARIA DE HOS-

TOS COMMUNITY COL-
LEGE

450 Grand Concourse near 
149th Street

FREE

SATURDAY, MAY 17
5th Annual African
Nations’ Cup Soccer

Tournament 
12PM – 8PM

The Bronx has become 
home to a growing African 
community, with residents 
hailing from countries 
throughout the continent. 
In an effort to bring to-
gether the diverse African 
diaspora of The Bronx, Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr., together with members 
of the Bronx African Advi-
sory Council, host the an-
nual “Bronx African Na-
tions’ Soccer Tournament” 
at Macombs Dam Park. The 
championship game will 
take place on May 17th. 

MACOMBS DAM PARK 
East 161st Street & River 
Avenue, across from Yan-

kee Stadium
917-370-3796

FREE

Annual Bronx Ball
6PM – 10PM

Join Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. for this 
memorable gala as the bor-
ough pays tribute to many 
of its most notable Bronx-
ites. This popular black-tie 
awards ceremony is not 
to be missed, as business, 
arts and civic leaders from 
The Bronx come together 
to celebrate the induction 
of our hometown greats 
into The Bronx Walk of 
Fame. 

For tickets, tables and 
advertising opportunities 

contact 718-590-2502.

SUNDAY, MAY 18
Bronx Walk of Fame
2014 Induction Cer-

emony
11AM

Be there as the 2014 
Bronx Walk of Fame in-
ductees take their right-
ful place on the Grand 
Concourse when Bronx 
Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. unveils 
street signs bearing 
their names.
ON THE STEPS OF THE 

BRONX COUNTY
BUILDING

Grand Concourse @ 
East 161st Street

FREE

Annual Bronx Week
Parade
12PM 

Bronx Pride is on display 
as celebrities, marching 
bands, community orga-
nizations, schools, sports 
teams and civic groups 
march along Mosholu 
Parkway, highlighting 
the best of the borough 
as this great community 
tradition celebrates its 
43rdanniversary. 

REVIEWING STAND,
MOSHOLU PARKWAY
East at Van Cortlandt 

Avenue
FREE

Bronx Week
Grand Finale Concert

12PM – 6PM
The Bronx is flourish-
ing with so much more 
diversity each year that 
passes, and with that, an 
amazing diversity of tal-
ent is being birthed each 
day as well. We want to 
continue this cultural 
growth by encourag-
ing everyone to come 
out and empower those 
that are taking center 
stage, showcasing the 
talents they worked so 
very hard to achieve! All 
those that believe in The 
Bronx should definitely 
come out and enjoy what 
the borough has to offer! 
We will have an amaz-
ing program filled with 
some of The Bronx’s 
most popular groups. We 
will dance to the sounds 
of hip hop, R&B, salsa, 
bachata, bomba y plena 
and so much more!

MOSHOLU PARKWAY
BAINBRIDGE AVENUE

FREE

2014
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F A M I L Y  R E S T A U R A N T
W E L C O M E S  Y O U !

Separate Room available for your 
private party needs 

Ask us about catering and special occasions
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
for whatever life
throws at them.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Once again this year, 

the 6th annual Fair @ The 
Square will celebrate the 
best of Westchester Square 
and surrounding east 
Bronx communities. 

In what has become a 
signature spring in the lo-
cal area, the Westchester 
Square Merchants Associa-
tion will present the street 
fair on Saturday, May 10. 

The event takes place, 
rain or shine, from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., in Westchester 
Square and on E. Trem-
ont Avenue between 
Westchester Avenue and St. 
Raymond’s Avenue. 

“Planning is coming 
along fantastically,” said 
WSMA President Greg 
Perry. “We are expecting 
between fi ve and seven 
thousand people to show up. 
We are inviting our neigh-
boring communities: Mor-
ris Park, Castle Hill, Coun-
try Club, Throggs Neck, 
and so on.”

Variety of entertain-

ment

The fun-fi lled day should 
include numerous musical 
performances all day long 
for both adults and chil-
dren, along with a spaghetti 
eating contest, raffl es, dunk 
tank, vintage bus, a Fire 
Department “smoke house” 
and antique fi re engine, 
children’s games and activi-

ties, and art exhibits. 
WSMA is presenting 

Fair @ Square in partner-
ship with Bronx Council on 
the Arts and the Parks De-
partment. Support comes 
from the Westchester 
Square Business Improve-
ment District. 

One of the great things 
about the fair from a busi-

ness perspective, said 
Perry, is that it gets people 
browsing the entire length 
of the Square’s commercial 
corridor, spanning 140+ 
stores. 

On top of that, he added, 
it is an enjoyable day. 

A day for families

“I like the marketing as-
pect, and the fact that it is 
a day for families to enjoy 
themselves,” said Perry. 
“The music is family ori-
entated, and culturally ori-
ented as to who may come 
into the neighborhood and 
who is already in the neigh-
borhood. The type of fun 
that I can see gives me the 
greatest enjoyment in the 
world.” 

It also highlights the 
community as a multi-
cultural one, with Indian 
and Bangladeshi, African-
American, Italian-Ameri-
can, and Latino music and 
dance, he said. 

The music will be hosted 
by Dennis “Dion” Nardone 
of WVOX Radio and Artie 

Rodriguez. 
Live music

Among the many live 
performances are Free-
style Sensation Coro, 
Grammy Salsa Artist Ray 
De La Paz, Ec Salsero, J 
Universal, Gene DiNapoli, 
Matt Violinist, Alive N’ 
Kicking, Just Nuts Party 
Band, W.R.A.T.H. (Writing 
Real and True Hip Hop), Si-
erra Nelson, and more. 

The Kids Stage will fea-
ture Bharati Dance, Ari-
ana Faith, Elijah Radio, 

Dancer Dreamzz, Roberto 
the Magician, Veronica 
Kole, and more. 

BID executive director 
Lisa Sorin said that behind 
the scenes, the event helps 
form better relationships 
between merchants, land-
lords, and the community. 

“I have a small, little 
part to play, and it only 
makes it all the bigger 
because it is so much 
fun,” she said when asked 
about what she took away 
from it. 

Annual Westchester Square celebration 

Merchant leader John Bonizio glams it up on stage during Fair @ 
The Square.  

A musical performance from a previous year’s Fair @ the Square.

Fair@The Square back May 10 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Spring into a fun day 

along East Tremont Av-
enue this month. 

In what promises to be 
great day along the main 
shopping thoroughfare, 
the Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association is pre-
senting its annual street 
fair on Saturday, May 17.

The fair will run from 
Miles Avenue to LaSalle 
Avenue – what the mer-
chants call the “prime 
commercial district” 
– with four transporta-
tion shuttles provided by 
DJ Ambulette that will 
cruise up and down the 
commercial corridor to 
offer free rides up and 
down the strip. 

The annual event 
brings the community 
and the merchants closer 
together, said TNMA pres-
ident Steve Kaufman. 

“The community 
comes out and they stroll 
along and look at the dis-
plays, the rides, and dif-
ferent offerings that day,” 

said Kaufman. “There 
will be a large turnout, 
as there was last year. 
We encourage the mer-
chants to participate.” 

Offerings will in-
clude arts & crafts, face-
painting, a bounce cas-
tle, and a rock-climbing 
wall provided by the 
NYPD, according to the 
TNMA. 

There will also be 
a bandstand with live 
performances at Derosa 
O’Boyle Triangle across 
from the Throgs Neck 
Library, said volun-
teer coordinator Gerri 
Colon, who is working 
with fellow volunteer 
Patrick Caruso to make 
this year’s event an 
even bigger success that 
it has been for the past 
fi ve years. 

There should be of-
ferings from the Bronx 
Zoo and the New York 
Botanical Gardens; the 
NYPD will be on hand 
to provide child and cell 
phone protection; and 

there will even be the 
opportunity to adopt a 
dog at the event, accord-
ing to the TNMA. 

For the merchants 
themselves, it gives 
them a chance to put dis-
plays out on the street 
to show the public what 
they have to offer, said 
Kaufman. 

“I am there all day 
helping to promote it,” 
he said. “I enjoy that 
people are coming out 
to participate and that 
they are having a good 
time, and it is good to 
see the merchants in-
teract with the people. I 
think it is wonderful.” 

“It is an event the 
tries to pull the whole 
community together,” 
said Colon, adding “it 
will be a nice day to walk 
up and down E. Trem-
ont to see which stores 
are participating.”  
For more information, 
visit the TNMA web-
site at throggsneckmer-
chants.com.

TN Street Fair May 17

914-461-9208 • Maple-Fields.com

MODEL COMING SOON! 

A YOU CAN SEE!

GPS Address: 31 Schutt Road, Town of Wallkill, NY
We are open 7 days a week from 10am to 5pm. Also available by appointment.

Join us for our Muddy Shoe Tour this weekend!

• 3 bedrooms, 2-car garages
• Magnificent clubhouse, outdoor pool, 
  basketball court and tot lot
• Formal dining rooms

• Gourmet-inspired kitchens
• Enhanced finished recreation rooms
• Convenient Orange County location

Prices starting from $249,900

Walk through new models currently under  
construction at our beautiful Town of Wallkill site. 

Maple Fields features:
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

BRONX JOB BANK

While Bronx voters went 
big time for Bill de Blasio, 
we haven’t seen any real 
mayoral rewards coming 
back to the borough. Could 
that be because Bronx Dem-
ocratic Party Boss Carl (The 
Silent) Heastie and Boro 
Prez Ruben Diaz pulled out 
all the stops for former city 
Comptroller Bill Thomp-
son ‘til his crashing defeat 
in the Democratic mayoral 
primary? 

They then did a quick 
One-Eighty-Degree politi-
cal turn to Bill dB for the 
pretty-much-predictable 
general election, which left 
the new mayor owing the 
Bronx little if anything in 
poltical plums. 

That could change very 
shortly, we’re told.

We went off-the-record 
with our source on this one, 
lest we upset the apple cart, 
but stay tuned for some 
mayoral payback any day 
now. 

PETITIONING

It’s not offi cial yet, but 
County and the local Dem-
ocratic clubs are preparing 
their petitions NOW with 
the expectation that Gov. 

Cuomo will fi nally decide 
to set May 29 for the open-
ing date to start gather-
ing nominating petitions 
for state offi ces. That’ll 
also open the gate to some 
heavy legal challenges, in-
cluding a residency issue 
against Michael Blake, 
who’s challenging Coun-
ty’s annointed favorite, at-
torney Marsha Michaels, 
for Morrisania’s 79th As-
semblyt District seat va-
cated by federally con-
victed Eric Stevenson. 

EMPTY SMILES

Riverdale’s venerable 
Ben Franklin Reform 
Democratic Club held its 
54th annual dinner Thurs-
day evening, May 1 at the 
Conservative Synagogue 
Adath Israel of Riverdale.

Too late to report on it 

‘til next week, but we’d ex-
pect some interesting body 
language there between 
Senator Jeff Klein and ex-
City Councilman/Assem-
blyman/Attorney General 
Ollie Koppell, who as of 
Wednesday column dead-
line was STILL sitting on 
the fence over challenging 
Jeff, as well as between Jeff 
and Senator Gustavo Ri-

vera, the regular Senate 
Democratic Conference’s 
pit bull who’s been attack-
ing Jeff and his breakaway 
Independent Democratic 
Conference that pulled the 
rug on them in the Senate. 
And of course, from City 
Councilman Fernando 

Cabrera who’s STILL play-
ing coy about challenging 
Gustavo. Talk about empty 
smiles!

And lest we forget, the 
club meets May 7 to endorse 
either incumbent Con-
gressman Charlie Rangel 
or Adriano Espaillat in 
the June 24 primary.  

BACKFIRE

And speaking of that 
congressional race, 
shame, shame on Demo-
cratic Rising Voices Co-
alition leader Richard 

Soto, who’s backing Yo-

landa Garcia in that 
race, for slipping a piece 
of campaign lit looking 
awfully like an eviction 
notice under tenants’ 
doors, listing real estate 
and landlord contribu-
tors to Espaillat. From 
general angry reaction, 
looks like the dirty trick 
blew up in Richie’s - and 
Garcia’s faces.

Garcia recently made 
it on to the primary ballot 
with just enough valid pe-
tition signatures. Which 
means, she could be a 
spoiler in a too-close-to-
call race.

BENNY OUT

Venancio (Benny)  

Catala, longtime Bronx 
Democratic Party go-to 
guy, political guru and 

district leader in the 
77th Assembly District in 
Highbridge, says he’s de-
cided NOT to run for the 
assembly seat left vacant 
by Vanessa Gibson, who 
successfully ran for the 
City Council seat vacated 
by term-limited Helen 

Foster.
Benny, who’s been 

working his weight down 
from “imposing” to “cud-
dly”, cited health reasons, 
though he IS running 
for reelection as district 
leader.

SALES PITCH

Westchester County 
Exec and GOP guberna-
torial hopeful Rob As-

torino, keynote speaker 
at the Bronx-Manhattan 
North Assocation of Re-
altors last week at Ma-
rina del Rey, had some 
problems making his own 
sales pitch to the room.

Politics aside, he could 
hardly be heard above the 
noise of folks chattering 

away, making deals no 
doubt, at the April 24th 
affair. Noise level went 
up even more decibels 
during speeches by Boro 
Prez Ruben Diaz Jr. and 
long list of evening’s hon-
orees. 

Problem likely was 
they were all waiting for 
their dinner to be served. 
Can’t chew and talk and 
the same time, as they 
say. Eats fi nally arrived 
late - at nine o’clock when 
most were ready to leave, 
with association bigwigs 
grumbling about moving 
the affair next year if Ma-
rina folks don’t change 
the meal timing.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
May 1 - Former state Sen-

ator Efrain Gonzalez.
M ay  9  -  C o m mu n it y 

Board 11 district manager 
Jeremy Warneke.

May 9 – William Mar-
tin Joel  - otherwise known 
as singer/composer Billy 

Joel.

Since then, the popula-
tion around the parkway 
has skyrocketed, with 
elevated train lines and 
bus lines replacing  sleepy 
horse-drawn carriages. 

New bus stops

Parks’ current design 
has a little bit for every-
one. Tree lovers will see 
a series of American Lin-
den trees replanted along 
the roads; bikers will have 
new paved paths, and park 

visitors will have new 
benches.

The city also plans to 
rebuild the bus stops with 
a futuristic fl air.

“It looks so impressive, 
really beautiful, especially 
the benches next to all of 
the bus stops,” said Edith 
Blitzer, president of the 
Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association, as 
the plan was approved at 
Board 11’s April meeting.

“What they are going to 

do here is just beautiful,” 
added Joe Bombace. “How 
could we say no to some-
thing like this?”

The planned mall reno-
vation is separate from the 
$36 million reconstruction 
of Pelham Parkway South, 
which was completed this 
year, and the forthcoming 
$30 million reconstruc-
tion of the north side of the 
street, for which the city 
has yet to reveal its plans 
or timetable. 

Pelham Parkway going $$$ green

The current, run-down bus stop at Seymour Avenue will take on a modern look.
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The Pine Group  
Wishes All Mothers  

                   A Very Special Day...   
PINE 
BAR + GRILL 
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