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6th Annual 
Taino Awards 
Celebration

COUNCIL MULLS
CMTY BD SHAKEUP

Borough Prez
opposes plan

Gia Rojas, 4, was in a festive spirit 
with a maraca at the 6th Annual 
Taino Awards at the Bronx Museum 
on Sunday, April 20. The ceremony 
celebrates the Taino culture and 
helps keep it alive through arts 
and education. The Tainos, whose 
named means “good people,” are 
Native Americans from parts of 
the Caribbean and South America. 

                Photo by Edwin Soto

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Bronx community boards could 

be facing a major shakeup.
A series of city lawmakers – 

including one prominent Bronx 
councilmember – are mulling a 
resolution that recommends major 
revisions to the local boards. 

That would include imposing 
term limits on members, with bor-
ough presidents capping member-
ship to 10-year terms, as well as al-
lowing 16-year-olds to become full 
voting members.

Among the other drastic 
changes tucked into City Council 
Resolution 164, introduced by Man-
hattan Councilmember Ben Kallos 

Continued on Page 4

City Island 
Bridge

roadblock
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Borough President Diaz has 
thrown a roadblock in an unwanted 
City Island Bridge design. 

The move comes as new Depart-
ment of Transportation commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg said she 
is reevaluating whether the bridge, 
opposed by locals, can be reduced to 
a simple causeway on to the island.

Trottenberg met with island res-
idents, business owners and elected 
offi cials on City Island on Wednes-
day, April 16 to discuss the bridge 
plans and see if design changes can 
be made. 

Diaz is opposing the project us-
ing his vote on a Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure (ULURP) 
regarding easements and land use 
for the new and temporary bridge 
as a proxy to criticize the previous 
mayoral administration for not lis-
tening to islanders’ concerns.

Most islanders dislike a decade-
old design calling for a signature, 
modern cable-stayed bridge with 
a tower soaring about 160-feet into 
the air.

“The entire process surround-
ing the planning and construction 
of this bridge has been fl awed from 
the very start,” said Diaz. “The 
previous administration simply 
ignored the valid criticisms of the 
residents of City Island regarding 
this project, and I cannot support 
its construction at this time.” 

Previous Administration’s 

Error 

“Without question, I believe this 
entire matter could have been bet-
ter addressed by the previous ad-
ministration,” stated Diaz in his 
negative ULURP recommendation. 
“The ushering in of a new admin-
istration, however, provides an op-
portunity to address the current 
bridge design. I am committed in 
pursuing an alternative vision for 
the City Island Bridge, which has 

Continued on Page 4

A new buyer would be bound to keep 
historic landmarked murals inside the 
post offi ce open to the public at least 
one time a month

BP slams Serrano on postal fi ght
BY BEN KOCHMAN

South Bronx Congressman Jose 
Serrano isn’t getting any respect 
from the U.S. Postal Service.

His continued efforts to halt the 
sale of the landmarked Bronx Gen-
eral Post Offi ce, essentially have 
been ignored by the federal agency 
selling the site.

And now the borough president 
is slamming the congressman – the 
highest-ranking Democrat on the 
congressional appropriations com-
mittee which funds the the U.S. 
Postal Service – for not doing more 

to stop the impending sale of USPS  
branch on the Grand Concourse.

Serrano praised the results of a 
report released Thursday, April 17 
this week by the federal Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation 
that recommended the USPS sus-
pend further sales of historic post 
offi ces until the agency ensures 
that it follows preservation guide-
lines.

But that report does nothing 
to specifi cally bind the postal ser-
vice from stopping the sale of the 
General Post Offi ce, according to a 

spokesman for Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr.

“Attempts to stop the sale of this 
post offi ce have been virtually use-
less,” said John DeSio, a spokes-
man for the BP. “And this report is 
too little, too late.”

Selling to high bidder

The General Post Offi ce was 
listed for sale in January after 
months of community outrage. 
Both Serrano and Diaz were among 
the elected offi cials seething over 
the fi nancially-struggling federal 

Continued on Page 11
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
Motorists cruising 

through the borough’s wid-
est street are set to get a seri-
ous slowdown.

The speed limit on 5.2 
miles of the Grand Con-
course will soon be reduced 
from 30 mph to 25 mph as 
part of a citywide push to 
slow down motorists and put 
the brakes on traffi c injuries 
and deaths.

The city Department of 
Transportation (DOT) plans 
to install bright new blue and 
white “20 mph” speed limit 
signs on the strip between 
E. 140th Street and Mosholu 
Parkway –where 12 people 
were killed in traffi c from 
2008 to 2012– by early May.

DOT also says it will 
change the traffi c light tim-
ing in order to encourage 
motorists to coast at the new 
speed limit.

Slowing ‘arterials’

The Grand Concourse is 
the second strip to be named 
part of DOT’s “arterial slow 
zone” program, which tar-
gets large and busy so-called 

“arterial” streets. Over 60 
percent of collisions happen 
on arterials even though 
they only make up 15 percent 
of city roads, according to 
the city’s statistics.

Atlantic Avenue in Brook-
lyn was the fi rst wide street 
to see a reduced speed limit. 

Police will be monitoring 
the Grand Concourse closely 
in the coming weeks to en-
sure that motorists catch on 
to the changes, NYPD Chief 
of Transportation Thomas 
Chan said at an April 17 
press conference announc-
ing the changes.

Chan said that cops at 
the local precinct had given 
out 20,000 informational fl y-
ers to both pedestrians and 
motorists on the Concourse 
over the last month. For now, 
police will need to rely on 
offi cers to enforce the new 
speed limit, since there are 
no speed cameras on the 
strip.

Just the beginning

Street safety activists at 
the conference praised the 
city for taking another step 

in the direction of Mayor de 
Blasio’s “Vision Zero,” the 
idea of ridding New York of 
all traffi c fatalities. 

But the city can make the 
strip even safer by adding a 
protected bike lane and add-
ing more pedestrian safety 
islands, said Jill Guidera, 
Bronx fi eld organizer of 
Transportation Alterna-
tives.

“Reducing the speed limit 
on the Grand concourse will 
save lives, and is a good 
start,” said Guidera. “But it’s 
just the beginning.”

DOT offi cials said at 
the press conference that 
the agency would consider 
larger changes to the Grand 
Concourse down the road. 
In the meantime, other wide 
Bronx thoroughfares could 
be receiving a similar slow-
down soon.

“We’ll be looking at a lot 
of these large corridors in 
the next couple of weeks,” 
said DOT Bronx Commis-
sioner Constance Moran. 
“Everything’s still being 
cooked.

Grand Concourse to slow down

The Grand Concourse’s speed slow down begins in May. Here, a Department of Transportation em-
ployee gives a preview of how the new speed limit signs will look. Photo by Ben Kochman
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for so long been sought by the 
City Island community.” 

“Plain Vanilla Cause-

way” 
Trottenberg said at the 

April 16 meeting that she 
would work to change the de-
sign of the bridge, but could 
not offer islanders a specifi c 
plan at that point because of 
complications related to state 
and federal agencies that need 
to be consulted, and the fact 
that the bridge construction 
had already been contracted 
after a bidding process. 

“What we would like to 
do is come up with a cause-
way design that will be not 
quite what you have, but a lot 
closer,” she said at the meet-
ing. “It will be nothing like a 
cable-stayed bridge.” 

At several points, she 
referred to the alternative 
bridge design as a “plain va-
nilla causeway.” 

However, environmen-
tal regulations have to be 
taken into consideration for 
a causeway design, she said, 

because it would require put-
ting pilings in the water. The 
cable-stayed design avoids 
pilings. She said that city en-
gineers are going to look into 
using the pilings of the exist-
ing bridge. 

Action needed 

Islanders were happy a 
DOT commissioner actually 
came to the island to hear 
their concerns over the issue, 
which has been simmering, 
and left the meeting holding 
out a ray of hope.

“My impression is she’s 
been working very hard to 
make this happen for us,” 
Barbara Dolensek, City Is-
land Civic Association sec-
ond vice-president.

Previous pleas to the 
Bloomberg administration 
offi cials in the DOT fell on 
deaf ears, she said. But ac-
tion needs to be taken by the 
end of May, said Trottenberg, 
because after a May 6 meet-
ing, the City Planning Com-
mission will vote. Once CPC 
votes, she said, further com-
plications will arise.
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City Council resolution would shake up community boards
and backed by Bronx Coun-
cilmember Jimmy Vacca:
• Hiring independent screen-
ing panels to vet possible 
members
• Requiring board members 
to disclose confl icts of inter-
est
• Filling vacancies within 30 
days
• Mandatory reporting from 
borough presidents to the 
City Council

We’re good, thanks

Some borough commu-
nity boards are skeptical 
of the new proposed guide-
lines.

“I don’t understand why 
we need all of these new 
rules,” said John Marano, 

chairman of Community 
Board 10. “I’m extremely 
proud of the work that we’ve 
done already.”

Tony Vitaliano, chair-
man of Community Board 
11, said he had no problem 
with most of the proposed 
changes – but cautioned 
against the idea of appoint-
ing teenagers on the boards. 
“I’ve got no problem putting 
them on as non-voting mem-
bers,” said Vitaliano, “But 
especially with big land-use 
issues and when we’re talk-
ing about liquor licenses, I 
don’t think a 16- or 17-year-
old has been around enough 
to know what’s going on.”

Big chance for change

The resolution’s backers 

want to get the city talking 
about how best to change 
how community boards func-
tion as New York transitions 
into a new crop of elected of-
fi cials. 

Four new borough pres-
idents and 21 new coun-
cilmembers will make 1,475 
appointments to the 59 
boards citywide by May.

“Some things may work, 
and others might not,” said 
Kallos. “But I hope that 
they provide a conversa-
tion around what kinds of 
reforms might be worth do-
ing.”

Community boards are 
the city’s most local form of 
government, tasked with,  
among other responsibili-

ties, providing a local voice 
when new real estate devel-
opments roll into town. 

Councilmember Vacca, 
a longtime district man-
ager of Community Board 
10, said that changing board 
membership once in a while 
wouldn’t be such a bad 
thing.

The reforms would limit 
any new appointee to fi ve 
terms of two years. After 
that, board members could 
reapply after a two-year pe-
riod off the board.

“I think it’s healthy to get 
different viewpoints, and we 
want to give other people a 
chance,” said Vacca. “People 
have applications pending 
for years, but can’t get on the 

board because there are no 
vacancies.”

Diaz against plan

None of the proposed 
changes are binding. For 
now, it will fall to individual 
borough presidents – who 
oversee all board appoint-
ments with input from local 
city councilmembers – to en-
act the reforms.

In the Bronx, change may 
be a long time coming. Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr.’s offi ce is already coming 
out against the reforms.

“Our offi ce will not be 
supporting this resolution. 
In fact, our offi ce feels that 
this resolution is not neces-
sary,” said Diaz’s spokes-
man, John DeSio .

DeSio added that many 
of the reforms suggested –in-
cluding confl ict of interest 
disclosure –are already en-
acted in the Bronx.

“Many of the ideas con-
tained within it are already 
standard practice in our 
borough, while others over-
reach and seek to remove 
charter mandated responsi-
bility from the borough pres-
idents,” said DeSio. “As per 
the City Charter, commu-
nity board members are ap-
pointed by the borough pres-
ident in consultation with 
City Council members, and 
our offi ce will continue to ex-
ecute our charter-mandated 
responsibilities as they are 
written.”

From Page 1

CI Bridge roadblock

New city Department of Transportation commissoner Polly Trottenberg (c) speaks with Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca during a walk-through near the foot of the City Island Bridge. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

From Page 1

Call
718.260.2555
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 BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
Here’s one politician 

who knowns whereof he 
speaks.

Soundview state Assem-
blyman Marcos Crespo is 
joining with tenants at the 
Lafayette Estates complex 
to call on the state to de-
mand management make 
necessary repairs and halt 
what they charge is illegal 
activity.

And Crespo is speak-
ing out both as the local 
elected leader and himself 
and his family as among 
the tenants  in the 1,865 
apartments there.

“As both the Assembly 
representative and a ten-
ant at Lafayette Morrison, 
I’ve witnessed the decline 
in services and quality of 
life that our community 
took great pride in and en-
joyed,” said Crespo. “This 
management group has 
failed to communicate 
with residents, ignored 

calls for recommenda-
tions, and fired long-serv-
ing maintenance staff 
without a plan to continue 
services.”

Complaint to state

With some legal help, 
tenants on Monday filed a 
reduction in services com-
plaint with the state Divi-
sion of Housing and Com-
munity Renewal against 
the property’s manage-
ment company, E&M Man-
agement, for its failure 
to address maintenance 
needs and security con-
cerns.

 Attorneys from the Ur-
ban Justice Center’s Com-
munity Development Proj-
ect, along with the Bronx’s 
Mothers on the Move, 
are representing the ten-
ants and also sent a let-
ter to E&M Management 
demanding the company 
make necessary repairs 
to the buildings and stop 
its illegal activities. The 

management company 
has been handling the 
property for less than two 

years.
The complex of eight 

19-story buildings sits on 

31 acres beside Soundview 
Park, near the Bruckner 
Expressway and the Bronx 
River Parkway. It was built 
under the state’s Mitchell-
Lama program as subsi-
dized housing for moder-
ate-income New Yorkers, 
but fell into disrepair. It 
was partially converted to 
co-ops in 2006, with its in-
place tenants offered 25% 
discounts on the purchase 
price of their apartments.

Unlawful actions

Since 2013, over 103 ten-
ants have complained to 
the management about un-
lawful actions including:

•Preventing tenants 
from talking to other ten-
ants in building lobby or 
handing out free energy 
efficient light bulbs.

•Failure to provide ten-
ants with fully executed 
leases after the tenants 
sign their lease and send 
them back.

•Failure to provide ten-

ants with rent receipts.
• Refusing to provide 

the tenant association 
with a list of all the tenants 
in the building, which the 
prior owner did for years.

The residents said they 
have also been living with 
hazardous conditions in-
cluding broken elevators, 
locks, and buzzers; ro-
dents; cracked sidewalks; 
garbage in the basement 
and hallways; inadequate 
lighting; and no visible in-
spection cards.

“For over a year, the 
management of Lafayette 
Estates has refused to ad-
dress tenants’ concerns 
about their unlawful activ-
ities and failure to make 
repairs. We expect that 
in two weeks these issues 
will be resolved or further 
action will be taken,” said 
Harvey Epstein, Director 
of the Community Devel-
opment Project at the Ur-
ban Justice Center.

Charge Lafayette Estates management violating law

State Assemblyman Marcos Crespo (in white shirt) and other resi-
dents at Lafayett Estates in Soundview have fi led complaint with 
state over new management failing to make repairs and laying off 
half of maintenance staff. Walter Pofeldt

Soundview residents demand repairs

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A longtime movie the-

ater with an aging mar-
quee in Pelham Parkway 
will see new life as an inde-
pendent supermarket.

The “Green Apple” mar-
ket is in the fi nal stages 
of construction at a long-
vacant site on Pelham 
Parkway South and White 
Plains Road.

Most recently, the build-
ing was home to a furniture 
store. But longtime locals 
mostly remember it as the 
former home of the Globe 
Theater, including a stint 
as a dirty movie house.

Embrace nabe fl avor

The new market will 
boast wide, uncluttered 
aisles and have both a deli 
and hot food bar, said store 
manager Boris Israel.

Israel also promised 
that Green Apple would 
embrace the unique ethnic 
fl avor of the neighborhood, 
from Caribbean to African 

to Albanian.
“ A lot of corporate su-

permarkets don’t care 
about the diverse ethnicity 
of a neighborhood,” said Is-
rael. “They just put stuff on 
the shelves and that’s it.”

Notes from locals

The new supermarket 

has been reaching out to 
locals for the last month 
with a “community sug-
gestions box” outside the 
storefront.

 Among the suggestions 
put into practice already 
were adding an organic 
aisle and making sure that 

the aisles were not clut-
tered.

“A lot of notes asked us 
to keep it clean,” said Is-
rael. “A lot of stores trap 
you in with all that stuff in 
the middle.”

The store’s name, ten-
tatively “Green Apple,” 
is inspired by its location 
wedged between the TD 
Bank –which is green– and 
the Apple Bank. 

Theater vestiges

Converting the space 
from a movie theater into 
a supermarket has been a 
challenge, said Israel.

 The renovation included 
straightening out the fl oor, 
which was slanted because 
of its history as a theater.

The former projector 
room has now been turned 
into a manager’s offi ce, 
complete with security 
cameras and a bird’s eye 
view of the aisles.

Plans also call for a re-
design of the marquee over-

hanging Pelham Parkway 
South that once displayed 
movie listings. 

Fixing up that sign will 
please locals who have long 
griped about the marquee’s 
state of disrepair.

“Anything would be bet-
ter than the way it looks 
now,” said local Ramon 
Aleman. “That marquee’s 
an eyesore!”

Boon to nabe

Among the suggestions 
in the market’s commu-
nity box is one that reads: 
“Hurry up and open!”

 But Israel said there 
was no set timetable for the 
shop’s grand opening.

The store’s owner, Ra-
phael Montes, was unavail-
able for comment.

The head of the local 
business coalition says 
the store can’t open soon 
enough.

“It’s a boon for the area,” 
said Joe Thompson, execu-
tive director of the White 
Plains Road Business Im-
provement District. “It 
should bring more people 
to the strip.

“Green Apple” Supermarket to open on Pelham Parkway

Boris Israel, the manager of the new Green Apple supermarket 
slated for Pelham Parkway South, holds up some of the commu-
nity’s suggestions. One reads: “Hurry up and open.”  
                           Photo by Ben Kochman

The new Pelham Parkway supermarket will be at the former home 
of the Globe Theater, which then became the Island Furniture shop. 
The new store’s manager says they plan to redesign the rinkety 
dink marquee. Photo by Ben Kochman

Old theater to be supermarket
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Open to children ages 5-20, Weeknights 6pm to 8 pm

Promote your child’s social and  
communication skills as you enjoy bowling  

and baseball as a family!

Now enrolling for Spring 2014
914-375-8999

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions 
may apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

We welcome outside prescriptions! 
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. 
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM 
for a no-obligation appointment.

� Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Bronx 

2168 White Plains Rd., NY
718-931-0500
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
SterlingOptical.com

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

Eye Exam With Purchase of Eyeglasses  
Restrictions Apply.

$20

Frame& 
Lenses

$99*

50%*

Contact
Lens Sale

Complete 
Pair

2nd Pair FREE
100off$ *

Purchase 1 Year Supply
of Contact Lenses,

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses

Take

Packages Starting at

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Issue a summons, back 

it up with a photo.
That’s the argument 

east Bronx City Council-
man Jimmy Vacca is push-
ing in a bill that would 
require food inspectors, 
and traffi c and sanitation 
enforcement agents to do 
when an alleged offense oc-
curs.

He also added two new 
bills covering sanitation 
policed and city health de-
partment inspectors that 
would also require pic-
tures before costly tickets 
are issued. 

Such measures would 
add a dose of transparency 
to ticketing, and cut down 
on the number of people 
who challenge tickets that 
were rightfully issued, said 
Vacca. 

“I had a similar bill 
with only parking viola-
tions,” he said. “Now here 
we are in 2014 with tech-
nology coming such a long 

way. I don’t feel there is any 
reason that we shouldn’t 
have a picture with every 
offense.” 

$1 billion for city

In the three areas that 
the bills cover, the city 
raises about $1 billion a 
year through violations, 
and Vacca believes that the 
people of the city are enti-
tled to more transparency. 

“I think taking pictures 
are transparency,” he said. 
“I think pictures will speak 
volumes. They say a picture 
tells a thousand words.” 

Vacca called these “fair-
ness” bills that would re-
duce what he termed “he 
said, she said” when it 
comes to summonses in the 
city. 

“The way things are 
right now, you are, in ef-
fect, guilty until you prove 
yourself innocent,” he said. 

Vacca conceded that 
there may be some of-
fenses that cannot be pho-
tographed, and he would be 
happy to look at the bills. 
But most offenses can be 
documented with photog-
raphy, he said. 

Benefi ts

According to Vacca, the 
benefi ts would be two fold: 
agencies that are issuing 
frivolous summons that 
do not stand up to scru-
tiny would stop, and people 
fi ghting tickets that were 

rightfully given would stop 
wasting the time of admin-
istrative law judges. 

Many innocent people 
are choosing not to fi ght 
tickets, he noted, because 
they can’t afford to take a 
day off from work, or may 
not drive and cannot physi-
cally make it to court. 

Rod Rodriguez, owner 
of Ohana Japanese Hibachi 
Seafood & Steakhouse at 
500 City Island Avenue, said 
having pictures attached to 
a ticket would help.

“We have been here for 
just about 10 years and we 
get inspected by the De-
partment of Health con-
stantly,” said Rodriguez.

 “Their criteria always 
changes, and we have paid 
a ton of fi nes which have 
been unjust,” he com-
plained.

“It is like a ballgame,” 
he said. “Now they go to the 
replay and see what goes on 
and what the real deal is. It 
is not call it as you see it.” 

Introduces  bill to regulate Sanit, Health and Traffi c

Vacca: Take pics with every tix

The way 
things are 

right now, you 
are, in effect, 

guilty until you 
prove yourself 

innocent.
Jimmy Vacca

Councilman

Union Community 
Health Center will host 
free oral cancer screen-
ings at two of its sites.  
Early diagnosis is the 
key to saving lives and 
preventing disfi gure-
ment.  When found at 
early stages of develop-
ment, oral cancers have 
an 80% to 90% survival 
rate.

The free screenings 
will be held on Monday, 
April 28 and Tuesday, 
April 29, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Union Community 
Health Center sites 
that will offer the free 
screenings are 2021 
Grand Concourse and 
260 East 188th Street

April is Oral Can-
cer Awareness Month.  
As with most cancers, 
early diagnosis is the 
key to catching this dis-
ease and giving the pa-
tient the best chance for 
a successful outcome.  A 
fi ve-minute oral cancer 
screening can make all 

Oral cancer screenings
the difference in the 
world. 

 Oral cancer encom-
passes cancers of the 
lips, tongue, cheeks, 
fl oor of the mouth, hard 
and soft palate, sinuses 
and pharynx (throat).  
Common symptoms 
may include swellings 
and thickenings in the 
mouth; the develop-
ment of white, red or 
speckled patches; un-
explained bleeding; 
numbness or loss of 
feeling; diffi culty chew-
ing or swallowing; per-
sistent hoarseness; ear 
pain; and/or dramatic 
weight loss.

According to the 
Oral Cancer Founda-
tion, more than 43,000 
Americans will be di-
agnosed with oral or 
pharyngeal cancer this 
year.   Oral cancer will 
cause over 8,000 deaths.  
Only 57% of those diag-
nosed will be alive in 
fi ve years. 
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For a scenic stroll in the park, look no further: The Bronx has got you covered. Local artist Daniel Hauben has painted 
scenes from everyday life in the city’s greenest borough for decades. Starting Saturday, April 27, Hauben will be display-
ing work from his series Urban Oasis at the Poe Park Visitor Center, as part of the celebration of the Bronx Centennial. 
Here’s a sneak peek. Maybe you’ll recognize your favorite hangout spot Photos courtesy of NYC Parks and Daniel Hauben

ART DISPLAYED AT POE PARK VISITER CENTER
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
Soccer fans will soon 

fl ood the Bronx – but for 
how long is still being 
kicked around.

New York City Football 
Club (NYCFC) will play 
its 2015 season in Yankee 
Stadium, team offi cials an-
nounced at an Apr. 22 press 
conference at the ballpark.

But as the specter of a 
possible new stadium for 
the team looms, NYCFC 
brass is staying quiet on the 
team’s long-term plans.

Reports leaked in late 
2013 that NYCFC –which is 
owned by a group that in-
cludes a billionaire Sheik 
from Abu Dhabi, as well as 
the New York Yankees–was 
eyeing a site for their per-
manent home at River Ave-
nue and E. 157th Street, but 
that plan has since fi zzled 
with the new mayor. 

For now, the team will 
play at least 17 home games 
at Yankee Stadium during 
the 2015 Major League Soc-
cer (MLS) season, which 

runs from the spring to the 
fall. A few more contests 
will be added on if the team 
heads to the playoffs. 

Bar owners excited

Local bar owners are 
excited about what they ex-
pect to mean added busi-
ness and a new type of fan 
stopping by for a pre-or-post 
game drink.

“We are going to em-
brace soccer,” said Mike 
Rendino, manager at Stan’s 
Sports Bar and Stan’s Sou-
venir Shop across the street 
from Yankee Stadium on 
River Avenue. 

“It’s a different clientele 
coming in, not just your av-
erage beer drinking baseball 
fan,” added Rendino. “We’re 
seeing more South Ameri-
cans, more Europeans.”

But the fl ood of football 
enthusiasts headed to the 
South Bronx is not pleas-
ing everyone.  Locals who 
have long complained that 
the neighborhood becomes 
a drunken playground dur-
ing Yankee games are brac-

ing themselves for even 
more long and loud nights.

Unruly fans

Alejandro Urrutia, who 
lives blocks from the sta-
dium with his wife and two 
sons, said that during pre-

vious soccer games at the 
stadiums, fans have often 
wandered past his home 
breaking bottles and mak-
ing noise.

“It’s a lot of yelling in the 
nighttime,” said Urrutia. 

“And all you smell is beer.”
Cary Goodman, the ex-

ecutive director of the 161th 
Street Business Improve-
ment District, said some 
property owners have com-
plained about public drunk-

enness during previous in-
ternational soccer games 
hosted at Yankee Stadium.

But he hoped the added 
foot traffi c and borough ex-
posure would overshadow 
the boisterous behavior.

Diaz support

Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. – who 
championed the Bronx as 
NYCFC’s new home in a let-
ter he sent to the team in 
June 2013 – agrees, and said 
he was “thrilled” that the 
team will start off playing 
in the borough.

“This will lead to more 
visitors to our borough, 
which in turn will mean 
more tourism dollars and 
more people discovering 
the ‘New Bronx,’ said the 
BP.  “Soccer is a big deal 
in our borough, and we are 
very excited that the New 
York City Football Club is 
setting up shop right here.”

NYCFC supporting  

Bronx youth teams. See 

next page.

Soccer coming to Yankee Stadium

The Major League Soccer team NYCFC will play its 2015 home games at Yankees Stadium.  Outside, in 
Macombs Dam Park, players from youth league South Bronx United hold practice. Photo by Edwin Soto

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Friends of Ferry 

Point Park have a vision 
of turning two polluted 
east Bronx creeks into 
fi shing and swimming 
meccas.

The public will get 
its chance to join in that 
dream when the city De-
partment of Environ-
mental Protection holds 
a public hearing on clean-
ing up Westchester Creek 
running through Throggs 
Neck and Zerega, and 
Pugsley Creek in Sound-
view. 

May 7 public meet-

ing

The meeting will be 
Wednesday, May 7 from 
6-8 p.m. at Lehman High 
School on East Tremont 
Avenue.

The DEP will gather 
input on how it can best 
use funding to create a 
sewer overfl ow control 
plan.

“DEP is spending a 
$100 million to reroute 
the sewage that overfl ows 
into Westchester Creek 
and Pugsley Creek so that 

they can meet standards 
of the Clean Water Act,” 
said Dotti Poggi, head of 
the Friends of Ferry Point 
Park. “All waterways in 

the city must be brought 
up to code.”

Clean or super clean

 If the community 
wants the creeks made 

safe for swimming and 
edible fi shing, then DEP 
must aim at that goal, 
said Poggi.

If the community does 
not, the two waterways 
will still be cleaned, she 
said, but only to the min-
imum mandated by fed-
eral law. 

The creeks are offi -
cially considered unsafe 
for bathing or fi shing, 
yet Poggi and FFPP vice 
president Alicia DeCur-
tis said visitors to Ferry 
Point Park do both. 

“I see quite a few peo-
ple walk into the water 
off Ferry Point Park, 
and I also see many 
fi shermen as well,” said 
DeCurtis. “It would be 
great if the water was 
upgraded to eat the fi sh 
and safely swim in the 
water.” 

Community Board 10 
district manager Ken-
neth Kearns said the 
idea is to try to limit the 
amount of water and sew-
age run off during major 
storms when the city’s 14 
sewage treatment plants 
are at capacity.  

DEP plans

A DEP document on 
the Westchester Creek 
CSO plan states the 
agency has committed 
$100 million, with the fol-
lowing part of the plan:

•Two “fl ow control 
structures” near East-
chester Road that, 
when completed in 2019, 
should decrease CSO 
into Westchester Creek 
by about 64% from 440 
million gallons a year to 
160 million.

•The “Pugsley Creek 
Parallel Interceptor” 
project should stop fl ow 
into the creek by 98%.

•About $20 million 
worth of green infra-
structure designed to 
capture CSO until it 
can be expelled from the 
creek.

Jack Reith, 74, one of 
three generations that 
have lived and worked 
near Westchester Creek, 
noted he has fi shed, 
swimmed and boated 
there.  

He was delighted to 
hear DEP’s plan was go-
ing forward, saying  the 
creek was long-overdue 
for dredging. 

Pugsley, Weschester Creeks due for $100 mil cleanup
Up these creeks WITH a paddle

A view of Westchester Creek looking south from the Unionport Bridge shows area budgets more major 
water quality upgrade. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN®

HuntingtonHelps.com

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, con idence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS
K-12 

 
 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
  

EXAM PREP

: 

SAVE $100**
WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

.

WITH A COLLECTIBLE FULL PAGE, FULL COLOR 
PHOTO TRIBUTE ADVERTISEMENT IN THE BRONX 

TIMES REPORTER SALUTE TO GRADUATES…
THE PERFECT GIFT FOR SAVING AND FRAMING…

AND TO BE TREASURED!

PUBLICATION DATE: FRIDAY JUNE 13, 2014
DEADLINE FOR ADS: MONDAY, JUNE 9, 2014

FULL COLOR PAGE: HALF PAGE: $175
Call 718-742-3074 to reserve space 

for YOUR special greeting!

Congratulations

We love you,

Giusseppe Cesar Brown, Class of 2014

4 YEARS ON THE DEANS LIST! 

WOW!
CONGRATULATIONS

Julie Spencer
Class of 2014 - Champion College

 
We’re so proud of you wherever you’re headed!

Our blessings are with you!
 Godmother Annie, Pop-Pops
and the Minerva Avenue gang!

LET YOUR GRADUATES, 
Kindergarten, High School, College, Continuing Education Scholars & More, 

KNOW HOW PROUD YOU ARE…

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Could the South Bronx 

become a breeding ground 
for the next generation of 
soccer stars?

The idea might not be so 
far-fetched. 

Local squad South Bronx 
United has been named a 
youth affi liate of the New 
York City Football Club 
(NYCFC), the new profes-
sional soccer team that will 
play its 2015 season in Yan-
kee Stadium.

Adding big resources

The Bronx-based team 
will become one of eight 
youth organizations city-
wide connected to the big 
club. But South Bronx 
United is the only one of 
those teams that practices 
on Macombs Dam Field –in 
the shadow of the Yanks’ 
digs and next to a site on E. 
157th street and River Ave-
nue that NYCFC has report-
edly eyed to build a new soc-

cer arena.
“We’re very excited,” said 

Andrew So, South Bronx 
United’s executive director. 
“The pride that these kids 
have now is incredible.”

South Bronx United will 
now get access to coach 
training, clinics and camps 
run thorough NYCFC’s par-
ent team, the English Pre-
mier League juggernaut 
Manchester FC. 

The added resources 
will go a long way, So said, 
in helping an organization 
that is staffed mostly by vol-
unteers.

“We don’t have a lot of 
the fi nancial resources that 
the other teams do,” said So. 
“To have access to that kind 
of high-level training will 
really help.”

Not just soccer

South Bronx United 
started as one team of 15 
players back in 2009, and 
has since grown to 600 play-

ers as young as 4 and as old 
as 19.

Besides playing in both 
recreational leagues and 

more intense travel leagues, 
SBU players also have ac-
cess to afterschool tutoring 
and college prep courses.

The vast majority of the 
team comes from the Bronx, 
and many of the players 
come from immigrant fami-

lies.
Those players will bene-

fi t from the added resources 
that come with being under 
NYCFC’s wing, So said.

And hey, why not, he 
added—maybe one of those 
young soccer studs will 
one day make it all the way 
up the ladder to the big sta-
dium next door.

“I think that one day 
it might happen,” said So. 
“We might see a kid from 
the South Bronx make it up 
there.”

More outreach

The announcement was 
the new team’s fi rst attempt 
at reaching out to youth 
groups in the community, 
but more neighborhood out-
reach could be on the way.

NYCFC also announced 
that Paul Jeffries, former di-
rector at Downtown United 
Soccer Club, will be named 
Director of Community De-
velopment.

South Bronx United partners with big soccer club

Bronx youth team joins NYCFC 

South Bronx United has practiced in the shadow of the new Yankee Stadium since it opened in 2009. 
Now the team has been picked up as a youth affi liate of NYCFC, the professional team eyeing a new 
stadium site in the area. Photo by Edwin Soto
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

SURPRISE MOVE

Some politicians use a 
switchblade to deal with 
challengers or enemies, i.e. 
Gov. Cuomo. Senate Inde-
pendent Democratic Con-
ference leader Jeff Klein 
apparently uses a sledge 
hammer.

The Senate co-leader 
pulled out all the stops Tues-
day, April 22 to launch (sur-
prise, surprise) his reelec-
tion campaign at a Morris 
Park neighbor’s back yard, 
complete with tent to seat 
a host of Bronx electeds, 
supporters, and for color, a 
dozen Red Hat ladies.

It almost looked like 
Jeff’s bar mitzvah, with cur-
rent and former Boro Presi-
dents Ruben Diaz Jr. and 
Freddie Ferrer and oth-
ers lauding Jeff, while Dem 
Party Boss Carl Heastie 
sent word of party support.

The missing elephant 
in the room: the Riverdale 
electeds and political club 
crowd, apparently “keep-

ing their powder dry,” as 
one political insider put it, 
while Riverdale homie Ol-

lie Koppell is still doing 
his Hamlet “to challenge or 
not to challenge” Jeff.

Ollie later told us he’s 
been meeting with both 
regular Democratic Confer-
ence leader Andrea Stew-

art-Cousins and Senator 
Mike Giannis, and expects 
– after two postponements 
– to announce his decision 
some time late next week.

IDC MOVES

Former TV news re-
porter and political consul-
tant Jennifer Rainville is 
moving in as new communi-
cations director for Klein’s 
IDC, replacing the amiable, 
media-savvy Eric Soufer, 
who’s moving over to Risa 
Heller Communications.

SMACKDOWN

We guess the fi ght is on 
for north Bronx/Mount 
Vernon state Senator Ruth 

Hassell-Thompson, who 
last week in this column 

said she is running for 
mayor of Mount Vernon 
after talking with current 
Mayor Ernie Davis.

Davis, however, has 
laced into her, saying that 
any conversation about 
whether or not he planned 
to run for another term 
“never happened.”

Davis then proceeded to 
sound like he’s ready to run 
– over her with a municipal 
steam roller – in the upcom-
ing 2015 race should she 
challenge him.

“We are in the throes of 
a lot of things happening in 
the city ... with $14 billion in 
construction in the works,” 
he noted, “And I fear she 
just doesn’t have the exper-
tise to deal with it.”

Davis, who recaptured 
his seat in 2011, after being 
defeated by Clinton Young, 
noted that “The city is just 
now digging itself out.”

“If you can bring some-
thing that is different or 
better, I can understand it,” 

he said of Thompson. “I just 
don’t see that happening.”

Ruth responded with a 
simple, ”I am running for 
mayor.” 

CARPET BAGGING?

Looks as if the Bronx 
Democratic Machine is go-
ing full tilt to knock former 
President Obama aide Mi-

chael Blake outta the run-
ning to fi ll Morrisania’s 
79th Assembly District seat, 
left vacant by Eric Steven-

son after his bribery con-
viction.

Blake brings heavy cre-
dentials to the primary 
campaign, having served 
as an aide to President 
Obama and Director of Af-
rican American and Mi-
nority Business Outreach 
in the White House, as well 
as working on his 2008 cam-
paign.

The party, which is 
backing attorney Mar-

sha Michaels, has let it 
be known that Blake may 
have residency issues, hav-

ing co-signed a lease and 
claiming residency in his 
mother’s apartment in a 
senior citizens apartment 
building.

And while New York 
State requires a straight 
fi ve-year-residency to run 
for a state offi ce, the party 
will argue Blake paid taxes 
in Washington during that 
time. 

Blake’s campaign folks 
say they’re not worried 
about any legal challenges 
over his residency.

CHIPPEWA DINNER

The venerable east 
Bronx Chippewa Demo-
cratic Club is gearing up 
for its 116th - yes, we said 
116th - annual dinner 
dance on Thursday, May 8 
at the Villa Barone Manor. 
Among the honorees, Boro 
Prez Ruben Diaz, Morris 
Park community leader 
Tony Signorile, and Com-
munity Board 10 district 
manager Ken Kearns. For 
info, call 718 829-2455. 

COP CORNER
More musical pre-

cinct shifts. Congrats to 
both Deputy Inspector 
Lorenzo “Andy” John-

son, transferred from 
Morris Park’s 49th Pre-
cinct to take over the 
busy 40th Precinct in 
Mott Haven, and welcome 
aboard to Capt. Timothy 

McCormack, swung in 
from running the Bronx 
Borough Task Force. Mc-
Cormack’s brother, Dep-
uty Inspector Chris Mc-

Cormack, was recently 
transferred from run-
ning the 4-0 over to the 4-6 
in Morris Heights.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
April 22 - Prisca Sala-

zar-Rodriguez , deputy 
chief of staf f for Bronx 
Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr.

April 29 - Jazz and Latin 
fl utist Dave Valentin.

April 30 - Former bor-
ough president Freddie 

Ferrer.

agency’s lack of communi-
cation with locals about the 
sale.

The USPS says it needs to 
close a $20 billion budget defi -
cit by 2015.

But locals are concerned 
that the agency will sell the 
property to the highest bid-
der, even if the winning pro-
posal is for a storage facility.

Serrano: I will stop it

Serrano is still claiming 
that he can stop the sale – and 
threatened to introduce fed-
eral legislation to do so.

“I urge them to comply 
with the recommendations in 
this report,” he said in a state-
ment.  “But in the meantime, 
I plan to introduce legislation 
that will ensure that no fur-
ther historic postal facilities 
are sold until we can be sure 
the USPS has indeed imple-
mented the recommendations 
of this report, and is following 
the law.”

But DeSio said that the 
borough’s president’s offi ce 
has heard from several de-
velopers who bid on the site 
that a decision will be handed 

down “in a matter of days.”
“The sale is almost immi-

nent, so I don’t know if legis-
lation built now will have any 
affect on the Bronx,” said De-
Sio.

Post Offi ce mum

The Post Offi ce itself is re-
maining tight-lipped.

Spokesperson Connie 
Chirichello wrote in an email 
that the agency is “currently 
evaluating purchase offers 
and has not entered into an 
Agreement with a potential 
buyer.”

She added that USPS does 
not have a scheduled date for 
when they will close the deal. 
All bidders for the site would 
use the building without ap-
plying for a zoning change, 
she added.

That means the new ten-
ant would not be required 
to answer to the community 
through the city’s formal Uni-
form Land Use Review Proce-
dure (ULURP,) which involves 
going before the community 
board, borough president, 
city council and mayor. 

BP slams Serrano on postal fi ght
From Page 1

Any buyer of the General Post Offi ce on the Grand Concourse is 
bound to keep this iconic exterior, as well as interior murals, which 
have been landmarked on the National Register of Historic Places 
since 1975. Photso by Aracelis Batista
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