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Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RRN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here

The Bronx’s
Number One 
Sports
 Page 63-66

Free inside today 

24 pages of 
SmartSource 
coupons

Backlash
on Monte

scalpel

Continued on Page 67

Bonnet Beauty At St. Ray’s
St. Raymond’s Elementary school student Christian Jones models her 
dazzling  bonnet at the school’s early Easter celebration. For more photos 
of pre-Easter events at local schools, see page 35.

LEHMAN
TIGHTENS
SECURITY
School remains silent on slashing

Continued on Page 67

A CNG Publication • Vol. 34 No. 15  www.bxtimes.com 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Mum’s the word at Lehman 

High School.
Weeks after a student at Leh-

man High School was slashed by 
another student with a straight 
razor, the school is remaining si-
lent about the security situation.

Principal Rose LoBianco di-
rected all questions to the Depart-
ment of Education, which did not 
respond to an inquiry.

The administration has also 
been quiet about the March 17 in-
cident within the school commu-
nity as well.

Lehman student Joshua Capo 
said neither teachers nor adminis-
tration told him or other students 
about the incident, learning about 
it only through news reports.

Parent Association Eldin 
Flores said that while the school 
did not send out any notice to par-
ents after the incident, the school 
has been addressing parents con-

cerns individually and at a PA 
meeting.

“Parents are understanding 
that it’s an isolated incident,” said 
Flores.

Flores said that since the inci-
dent the school has tightened se-
curity. He said he sees more offi -
cers outside the building and he’s 
noticed that they are being more 
diligent with screening for metal.

“They really check if you have 
anything at all on you,” Capo 
said.

Jonathan Goldman, a student 
at the co-located Renaissance 
High School for Musical Theater 
and Technology, said he hadn’t 
heard of the incident at all, but he 
has noticed that school  security 
has recently begun having stu-
dents remove their boots for in-
spection . 

Other students said they 
haven’t noticed any changes.

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Statewide healthcare stake-

holders are taking a scalpel to a 
new provision in New York’s bud-
get that will force towering new 
Bronx facilities to fi rst answer to 
the community in a series of fo-
rums. 

The new law – engineered by 
Senator Jeff Klein and supported 
by Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz to 

Photo by W
alter Pofeldt
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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OUR LADY OF HOPE CREMATION GARDEN 
NOW OPEN AT ST. RAYMOND’S CEMETERY

Selection and Purchase Available
Please contact Marlene at the Cemetery office at 718-792-2080 for more information

LIKE us on Facebook; www.facebook.com/StRaysCem.Main    or follow us on Twitter@StRaysCem

Cremation is permitted by the Catholic Church and 
Catholics are reminded that the cremains (ashes) are to 
be treated with respect and dignity. Cremains should be 
buried immediately after a Funeral Mass and cremains 
should never be displayed or stored in an urn at home or 
sprinkled over land or water. Just as a body is reverently 
buried after a Funeral Mass so, too, should cremains be 
buried reverently with prayer and holy water. 

Our Lady of Hope Cremation Garden will be a proper 
resting place for your loved ones in our well-cared for 
and well-maintained mausoleum area. Families for 
financial reasons may select a niche in the new garden 
with a religious burial service celebrated there.

La cremación es permitida por la Iglesia Católica y
católicos son recordados que las cenizas deben de ser
tratadas con respeto y dignidad. Las cenizas debe ser
enterradas inmediatamente después de una Misa
Fúnebrey. Las cenizas nunca deban ser exhibidas o
almacenadas en una urna en casa, ni rociadas sobre
tierra o agua. Así como un cuerpo es enterrado
reverentemente después de una Misa Fúnebre, así
también deben las cenizas ser enterradas
reverentemente con oraciones y agua bendita.

Nuestro Jardín de Cremación Nuestra Señora de
la Esperanza será un lugar de descanso apropiado para
nuestros seres queridos en el área del mausoleo que es
bien-cuidada y bien-mantenida. Las familias por
razones financieras pueden seleccionar un nicho en este
Nuevo jardín y un funeral religioso sera celebrado allí.
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Your Neighborhood 
— Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:
(718) 597-1116
General Fax:

(718) 518-0038
News Phone: 

(718) 742-3393
News E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3398

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS 
#730390) is published weekly by 
Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a subsid-
iary of  News Community Newspaper 
Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 2014. 
Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Sub-
scriptions $8.00 per year. Postmaster, 
Send address changes to Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, 
NY 10454. ISSN #8750-4499.

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY
Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

www.giordanos-big-g.com

ALWAYS ON
PREMISES

7 DAYS A WEEK

HAVE A FREE 
CUP OF COFFEE
CHECK US OUT
FULL LINE OF 

MEAT, SEAFOOD 
AND DELI

CUSTOM CUT
YOUR WAY!

COME IN

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

BACON (1LB. PACK)
BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
BUY 1 GET 1

FREE

ITALIAN STYLE
CHICKEN SAUSAGE

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
BUY 1 GET 1 

1/2 PRICE

USDA PRIME (HEADS)
FILET MIGNON

CUSTOM CUT FREE

CHICKEN
CHOP MEAT

14 oz. PACK TILAPIA FILET
(3–5)4 LB. PACK

$4.59 LB.$3.99DOZ.$19.99
LITTLE NECK
CLAMS

U.S.D.A.
PRIME HAMBURGERS

P lease order yourEaster needs early

WE ARE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BUTCHER SHOP 
CUSTOM CUT YOUR WAY

DISCOUNT OPTICAL OUTLET, Inc.

$4995
NORMAL READING

OR DISTANCE

COMPLETE

$6995
NORMAL ROUND OR

FLAT TOP 25-28 BIFOCAL

COMPLETE

$12995
PROGRESSIVE

COMPLETE

WE CAN DUPLICATE YOUR
CURRENT GLASSES 

or
FILL YOUR DOCTOR’S Rx

$10 OFF
EVERY $50
PURCHASE

With this coupon only. 
Expires 5/11/14

Hundreds of frames to choose from. Never a sale, 
always the BEST PRICE. Savings of $50-$150 on 

each pair of eyeglasses compared to other stores.

At Discount Optical Outlet Quality Is A Priority

Our Guarantee
Good Vision
Good Looks Less $

3509 White Plains Road
Bronx, NY 10467 (Corner Gun Hill Rd) (718)994-6949

THESE PRICES INCLUDE:
FRAMES AND LENS

MAUREEN ELIZABETH CONWAY

Temple Beth El of City 
Island, 480 City Island Ave, 
will be offering guests an 
opportunity to join in its 
annual 2nd night Passover 
seder (April 15th) at the 

Passover Seder at Temple Beth El
Temple beginning at 6 p.m..  

Led by Reb David 
Markus, using a Hagaddah 
written by Rabbi Rachel 
Barenblat, aka “the Velve-
teen Rabbi”, we will jour-

ney out of slavery in Egypt 
to freedom in Israel.

Cost is $50 per adult and 
$18 per child under 13. 

RSVP to Bob Berent at 
(718) 885-3098 by April 10th.

The Soldiers’ Project is 
a national group of clini-
cians who provide free and 
confi dential service to both 
active duty and veteran ser-
vice members who have ex-
perienced emotional chal-
lenged during the course of 
their service in Iraq or Af-
ghanistan.  

The group also offer free 
therapy to their loved ones 
– boyfriends, girlfriends, 
spouses, children, parents 
and grandparents. There 

is no red tape, there are no 
fees, and there is no arbi-
trary limit on the number 
of sessions provided. 

The group sees individu-
als, couples, children, and 
families. They confi gure 
their therapy to meet the 
client’s needs. Because they 
are in private practice, they 
have the fl exibility to see 
people prior to, during and/
or following return from 
deployment and to keep in 
touch via phone or the in-

ternet if needed.
The group’s clinicians 

volunteer their time and 
expertise. All sessions are 
free. 

The Soldiers Project 
does not report to any gov-
ernmental agency, as it is a 
private, independent, non-
profi t group. No one will 
be told you are receiving 
therapy. 

For further informa-
tion, contact: jasonwalter@
gmail.com

Soldiers Project OutreachThe Bronx Times Re-
porter will publish your 
announcements. Send an-
nouncements along with 
photo, to: Bronx Times Re-
porter, 900 E. 132nd St., 
Bronx, NY 10454, or e-mail 
Bronxtimes@aol.com. 

Birth 

Maureen Elizabeth 

Conway weighing eight 
pounds, eight ounces was 

born on Wednesday, March 
16. Proud parents are Rory 
and Thomas Conway of 
Country Club. 

St. Pat’s Celebrate

About 3,500 students from 
all over the Archdiocese of 
New York fi lled St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral for two days of an-
nual senior masses offi ciated 
by Timothy Cardinal Dolan 
on Mon., April 7 and Wed., 
April 9. The Bronx students 

attending the masses, were   
Kelly Gomez of St. Cath-
erine Academy, gift bearer; 
Monica Cuenca and Me-

lissa Cuenca of St. Ray-

mond Academy for Girls, 
alter servers; and Sabrina 

Balducci of Preston High 
School, who gave The Word 
of Gratitude. 

75th Class Reunion

Julia Noonan Deegan 

celebrated her 75th reunion 
at the Academy of Mount 
Saint Ursula recently. 

JULIA NOONAN
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Division of Continuing Education
& Workforce Development

Tel 718-518-6656 Fax 718-518-6744 cedu@hostos.cuny.edu
560 Exterior Street, Bronx, NY 10451 www.hostos.cuny.edu/contedu

Mon. -Thurs. ■ June 30-August 14, 2014 ■ 8am-6pm

Early Bird Registration

✔ 7-week program
✔ Kids and Teens

✔ Ages 5-14
✔ Academics

OTHER SUMMER ACADEMY OPTIONS

Register Early!
Limited Space!
Payment Plan!

✔ Reading, Writing & Math
✔ Instructional Swimming

✔ The Arts
✔ Recreational Swimming

COLLEGE FOR KIDS

SUMMER ACADEMY
Not just another kids program!

✔ Back to School Prep
✔ High School Regents Review

$1,449* per child ($150 savings)
When paid in full before May 10, 2014

*Childcare for as little as $5.35 an hour!
(Early Bird Special cannot be combined with other discounts)

$1,599* per child
When paid in full after May 10, 2014

*Childcare for as little as $5.90 an hour!

25% sibling discount off regular registration ($400 savings)
(Cannot be combined with any other discount)

✪
Celebrating

5
YEARS

of Excellence

Co
lle

ge

for Kids Summer Academ
y

Saturday, May 17, 2014 11am-1pm
120 E. 149th Street, Savoy Multi-Purpose Room

Thursday, June 5, 2014 6pm-8pm
120 E. 149th Street, Savoy Multi-Purpose Room

Thursday, June 19, 2014 6pm-8pm
560 Exterior Street, Bronx NY 10451

OPEN
HOUSES
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An AgeWell New York Personal Care Manager works with you to create an individualized Plan of Care. You will have choices 
and fl exibility, and all the services you need to live safely and comfortably in your home. Joining AgeWell New York improves 
your health care coverage and services… and you do Not lose any of your regular Medicaid or Medicare benefi ts!

For eligibility and enrollment:

A New York State Authorized Medicaid Managed Long Term Care Plan

The care you need, when and where you need it, to live well at home.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Bag it! 
East Bronx Councilman 

Jimmy Vacca wants to sack 
environmentally-targeted 
legislation proposed in the 
City Council that would 
limit the use of plastic bags 
by puttingg a 10 cent tax on 
each bag. 

Vacca said he is fi elding 
complaints from constitu-
ents who are concerned 
about the extra cost for ev-
ery trip they make to a su-

permarket, deli, fruit mar-
ket or drug store.

“I think that the whole 
plan is nothing but another 
hidden tax, a way to take 
money from people, many 
of whom can least afford it,” 
he said. “That 10 cents can 
add up, and sometimes the 
bags are so cheap that they 
have to double bag. This 
just hits consumers where 
it hurts.” 

Brooklyn Councilman 
Mark Lander and Manhat-
tan Councilwoman Mar-
garet Chin introducted the 
proposed legislation on 
Wednesday, March 26. 

Wrong way to go

While Vacca said it 
would be desirable to limit 
the use of plastic bags, he 
feels their particular legis-
lation is the wrong way to 
go, and will help propose an 
alternate plan.

It hits vulnerable groups, 
he noted, like senior citi-
zens who may be living on 

fi xed incomes.
Country Club resident 

Joseph Coco said that he be-
lieves that the proposal will 
give city residents who live 
close to suburban counties 
another reason to leave the 

city and shop elsewhere, 
leading to a decline in tax 
receipts. 

Bad for business

“We are already scar-
ing people away by hav-
ing them pay 25 cents for 

15 minutes for meters, and 
having them be concerned 
about getting a ticket,” 
said Coco. “Now you are 
going to tax their bags and 
it is going to wind up mak-
ing it worse for the busi-

nesses.” 
Fellow Country Club 

resident Victor DiPierro 
felt bad for people on fi xed 
incomes and those on tight 
budgets. 

“Think of all of the 
seniors who go shopping 
- they are paying top dol-
lar now for milk, bread, 
and other necessities, 
and now they have to pay 
10 cents for a plastic bag 
to bring it home in,” he 
said. “Where do you draw 
the line?” 

According to Vacca, he 
fully understands that plas-
tic bags are not good for the 
environment, but will look 
into creating alternative 
legislation to encourage re-
cycling and reuse without 
this 10 cent charge. 

But, Vacca wondered 
what will be taxed next.

“What’s next, the air we 
breathe?” he said. “Maybe 
we should not inhale too 
deeply.”

Council bill would charge 10 cents per plastic bag  

Vacca fumes over bag tax bill

I think that 
the whole plan 
is nothing but 

another hidden 
tax.

Jimmy Vacca
Councilman

Rose Ciminera loads groceries into her trunk at Foodtown on Crosby Avenue in Waterbury-LaSalle. The 
bags she is holding could cost 10 cents each if a new proposal becomes law.            Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Have you earned college credits that you could put toward a college degree?

Monroe’s generous transfer policy maximizes every credit to which you’re entitled. We may also
offer additional credit for military service, relevant work experience or academy training.
Additionally, we provide personalized financial aid counseling and are always available to help
you apply. 

You can study on campus or online. We offer three semesters a year so you can graduate
sooner. And professors who work in the fields they teach. Let us help you get started on your
transfer today. Call our admissions office at 1.877.269.7744 or visit monroecollege.edu.

Accounting
Baking & Pastry
Business Management
Criminal Justice
Culinary Arts
Early Childhood Education 

Associate, Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree Programs:
Health Services Administration
Hospitality Management
Information Technology
Medical Administration
Medical Assisting
Pharmacy Technician
Public Health

Registered Nurse
MBA
MS of Criminal Justice
Master of Public Health
Master of Hospitality 

Management

SPRING SEMESTER REGISTRATION GOING ON NOW.

www.monroecol lege.edu

Each year 
hundreds of 
students who
start college
elsewhere, 
finish at 
Monroe. 

Each year 
hundreds of 
students who
start college
elsewhere, 
finish at 
Monroe. 

Attend our
OPEN HOUSE

Tuesday, 
April 15th
9am - 7pm

Bronx, New Rochelle and 
Online campuses
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

SPARE OR 
 SHARE

Includes:
• any frame up to $120
• scratch-resistant single vision lenses
• no-line bifocals available for just $35 more

2 FOR 9999*

*Complete pair purchase required. Offer includes any frame up to $120 with single vision clear scratch-resistant lenses. Lined or Instinctive no-line bifocals available 
for an additional $35 per pair. **40% off offer includes any single complete pair of eyeglass purchase including frames, lenses, and lens options. Some exclusions 
apply.  50% off offer includes any two complete pair of eyeglasses purchase including frames, lenses, and lens options excluding Rayban, Teflon lenses and Suns 
collection. Additional charge may be applied for strong Rx. Specialty lenses and lens options are additional. See optician for details. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer, vision care plan, or package pricing or prior orders. Frame selection may vary by store location. EyeMed Vision Care® is a registered trademark of EyeMed 
Vision Care, LLC. Void where prohibited by law. ‡Eye exams performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. Scheduling an annual eye exam online is 
not valid in California, Texas, or states where prohibited by law. Offer ends 4/26/14.

YOUR VISION CARE 
BENEFITS GO FURTHER 
AT JCPENNEY OPTICAL

Including EyeMed Visions Care® 

Vision wellness plans and 
out of network providers.

Ask us about your plans.

Bay Plaza Shopping Center (718) 862-9419

Schedule an eye exam† online at www.jcpenneyoptical.com or call 1-877-jcpeyes

Buying or Refinancing a Home?

Established 1863 � Member FDIC �
www.applebank.com

Get $1,000 at Closing and Other Benefits
with Your Residential Mortgage

TOTAL $1,300 VALUE� with any Apple Bank Residential Mortgage
��Get a Check for $1,000 at Closing
��NO Application Fee - Save $300
�

NEW! LOANS UP TO 95% LOAN-TO-VALUE NOW AVAILABLE

CHOOSE THE PROGRAM that Meets Your Needs
��SONYMA Low Interest Rate Program
��Affordable Mortgages for Low and Moderate Income Homebuyers
��Co-op Loans*
��75-Day Rate Locks on Adjustable Rate Loans
��60-Day Rate Locks on Fixed Rate Loans

To learn more, call us toll free at 1-888-883-0464 today!

All programs are subject to change without prior notice. Advertised offers cannot be combined with other 
offers. This offer does not apply to Home Equity Loans. Apple Bank is not responsible for typographical er-
rors. Rates may vary based on property type, use, purpose and other factors. Loans over 80% loan-to-value 
require mortgage insurance.  Mortgage insurance payments are the responsibility of the borrower.  Loan 
rebate cannot exceed closing costs. *Co-op loans not available in CT or NJ.  Other terms and conditions 
apply. To receive this offer, this ad must be presented to an Apple Bank representative.  NMLS #446713.

����������	
���
State Senator �������������������� tells 

us she’s offi cially running 
for mayor of Mount Ver-
non.

Thompson, whose 36th 
S.D. spans the northeast 
Bronx and Mount Vernon, 
was City Council president 
there for two terms before 
her election to the state 
senate in 2000, and she still 
lives there.

And come what may, 
she told us this will also be 
her last run for senate.

The mayoral run will 
come in 2015 and if Thomp-
son is reelected this No-
vember to her Senate seat, 
she could still hold on to it 
while running for mayor of 
the Westchester city, popu-
lation 68,000.

We fi rst reported last 
May that Ruth had formed 
an exploratory committee 
to weigh a run. Now, after 
exploring the territory, 

and talking with current 
Mayor ������ �����, she’s 
ready to go for it.

Davis has said this will 
be his last term, and even 
if he changes his mind, 
Ruth said “that if I get 
deeply committed, I will 
run regardless. I just think 
there are some things that 
the city needs more than 
bricks and mortar. I think 
I have something different 
to offer.”

She expects up to fi ve 
City Councilmembers, as 
few as three, running for 
the seat, “but my reality 
has always been that I came 
to do a job, and I think I’ve 
done a decent job both for 
Mount Vernon and for the 
Bronx.

Thompson expects to 
face no serious challenges 
for her senate seat, though 
if she DOES win the may-
or’s job, expect a big scram-
ble for her vacated seat.

The 71-year-old legisla-

tor who has served seven 
terms, said she is proud of 
her record in Albany, hav-
ing been prime sponsor 
on a number of successful 
pieces of legislation, but 
she is ready for one last 
term - lest it be interrupted 
with a mayoral win.

“I’ve been making this 
exit plan for a couple of 
years, and I knew the date 
that I  wanted to leave, just 
predicated on the things 
that I wanted to complete.”

But she lamented how 
Albany is changing – “not 
necessarily for the better” 
– as she cited ethnics is-
sues and the legislature’s 
power “being usurped by 
the governor.”������ ��

Add New York’s two 
senators, !�"#�
"����
and $������� �����%���&
to east Bronx/Queens Rep. '��� !��(��)*� recent en-
dorsement of  Harlem Con-
gressman !������� ����

+��. 
The 83-year-old Rangel 

is scrambling to hang on 
to his seat, with 20% of his 
district in a western slice 
of the Bronx.

Meanwhile, as we re-
cently noted, Boro Prez �%������,�'�- is support-
ing north Manhattan state 
Senator �&������ ����������, who lost to Charlie by 
a thousand votes last go-
round.

As for Bronx Dem Boss !���� �������, we hear 
some quarters are pushing 
for him to get off the, er, 
throne and decide now who 
the party will back, rather 
than be late and lame out 
of the gate.

“We hear County could 
be waiting ‘til the end of 
petitioning in May to see 
who brings in the most sig-
natures,” said one party 
loyalist. “Or maybe they’ll 
just even their bets by giv-
ing some ‘lame’ support to 

whoever.”
That being said, Ran-

gel’s campaign for reelec-
tion just fi led 20,066 peti-
tion signatures with the 
Board of Elections, while 
the required minimu to get 
on the ballot is 1,250 signa-
tures. Let’s see quien es el 
mas macho when Espaillat 
fi les his.  	�����	������.

The Bronx Democratic 
Party is looking for some 
new members, doing some 
off-line social networking. 
It’s throwing a get-together 
from 6-9 p.m. Thursday, 
April 17 at Beso Lounge at 
320 E. 204th St. Light appe-
tizers and discounted bev-
erages. Info at 718-679-9000 
or email ibravo@bronx-
dems.org.!�	�!��������"��� ���"��"��-
New Police Commissioner /����/������ moving some 
precinct commanders into, 
out of and around the bor-

ough:
•Newly promoted Dep-

uty Inspector /����������� swings over from the 
47th Precinct in Williams-
bridge-Wakefi eld to the 44th 
Precinct in Highbridge-
Concourse, with Deputy 
Inspector ���� 
���������� coming in from north 
Manhattan’s 30th Precinct 
to take over the 4-7.

•DI !����������� �"�!����"# moved from Mott 
Haven’s 40th Precinct to 
the 46th in Morris Heights, 
with current C.O., DI '��������, taking over the Mid-
town North Precinct.0��"���1 To Lt. !�����������)����, new detec-
tive squad boss at the 4-5 
Precinct in Throggs Neck, 
swung in from Manhattan 
detectives./���2�/ ������


A p r i l  1 4  C a b l e  T V 
B r on x T a l k  ho s t  ���)��3��%��#
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Open Daily 10-6 | Hablamos Español
$ †

BeechwoodHomes.com

MODELS  NOW  OPEN
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Bronx condo owners to 

Mayor de Blasio: get over it.
That’s the message af-

ter the mayor called a re-
cent specifi c legislative 
tax break for owners at a 
Soundview condominium a 
bad precedent.

Blasio said at a press 
conference that he was 
blindsided after learning 
that 204 homeowners in 
Sections Three and Four 
of the Harbour Pointe at 
Shorehaven development 
in Soundview would now be 
included in the state’s 421-a 
tax abatement program for 
homeowners. 

The condo owners say 
that they were told they 
were going to be getting the 
abatements when they pur-
chased their homes, but a 
foul up prompted many to 
miss out on the tax breaks 
for working class homeown-
ers. 

Legislation championed 

by Senator Jeff Klein and 
Assemblyman Marcos Cre-
spo to specifi cally help the 
condo owners was included 
in the $138 billion state bud-
get. 

A brouhaha

According to a pub-
lished report, the mayor 
said he felt that using the 
legislative process set a bad 
precedent. Another article 
quoted a Bloomberg admin-
istration offi cial who said 
something similar in 2013. 

Crespo said the legisla-
tion was necessary to bring 
these homeowners to parity 
with most of their complex 
neighbors who have been 
receiving the abatements 
for years.

“This is a very differ-
ent situation...this wasn’t 
going to benefi t the devel-
oper,” said Crespo. “The de-
veloper sold their property 
and don’t have any skin in 
the game in regard to this 
getting approved or not.”

“By extending the 421-a 
plan to all of the homeown-
ers at Harbour Pointe, we 
were correcting an injus-
tice,” said Klein. “People 
purchased these units with 
the understanding that they 
were covered under the pro-
gram, only to fi nd out that 
they weren’t eligible. Con-
sequently, many of these ho-
meowners faced profound 
fi nancial hardship.”

Grateful homeowners 
Alba Hernandez, who 

will now receive the tax 
abatement, said that while 
the mayor may have been 
blindsided, so was she, 
thinking she would receive 
the abatement when she 
fi rst purchased her condo. 

Richard Tyrell, a condo 
owner since 2009 who will 
now get the abatement, said 
he and his attorney were 
told at the condo closing 
that they would receive the 
abatement “shortly.”

“The bottom line is that 

we would not have bought 
that home if no abatement 
was offered,” he said, “be-
cause 99% of the people in 
there are working class 
people like myself.” 

Responding to the 
“sweetheart deal” accusa-
tion, condo owner Andy 
Torres said the abatement 
will make it “much more 
feasible for me to afford to 
stay in the Bronx.”

The mayors offi ce, as of 
press time, did not respond 
to a written request for 
comment.

Condo owners to ‘blindsided’ de Blasio: ‘Get over it!’

(Right) All homeowners at Har-
bour Pointe in Shore Haven 
Condominiums will now be in-
cluded in the state’s tax abate-
ment program. But concerns 
were raised about using the 
legislative process to extend 
the breaks to all homeowners 
in the complex.  
       Photo by David Cruz

Mayoral brawl over tax break
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SAVE THE DATE:
SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2014 
11 AM – 6 PM

A fun-filled day featuring merchant displays,  
kids’ games & activities, art exhibits, city services,  

health screenings, a variety of foods and  
vendors and an all day concert series!

y                   
MARKETING & ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS

PRODUCED BY

Sponsored by the Westchester Square Business Improvement District

For more information contact 718-597-4629 

To be a Vendor or Sponsor contact 
 info@masmarketingny.com or 718-283-4081

In Partnership with

Sponsored by:

COROFreestyle Sensation

RAY  
DE LA PAZ

Grammy Salsa Artist

Promote Your Business, Organization,  
Services and more at this Exclusive Event!

Enjoy One-on-One Interaction with  
Thousands of Fair Goers

Contests, Raffles, Giveaways & Much More!

THE WESTCHESTER SQUARE
6TH ANNUAL
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Left to right: Tina Poli, Implementation & Customer Service Manager; Carl Evans, Implementation Manager; Shereda  
Thompson, Implementation Manager; Nick Mucilli, First SVP; Daniel Olimpio, Implementation Manager; David Guarino,  
Customer Service; Joseph Stangarone, Customer Service and Lindsey Robertson, Sales Manager

Nick Mucilli 
First SVP, Cash Management Division  |  (914) 771-3108

www.hudsonvalleybank.com “We are here for your business.”
 

Member FDIC

Call us for:
 

Your Business Cash Management Partner

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
St. Theresa’s is collect-

ing change for change.
The Pelham Bay paro-

chial school has been fund-
raising for Pennies for Pa-
tients, which benefi ts the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society. So far, the K-8 stu-
dents have raised well over 
$2,000 in change.

Science teacher Diane 
Fitzgerald said she fi rst held 
the Pennies for Patients fi ve 
or six years ago when 8th 
grader Kaitlyn Harris’s 
older brother, also a student 
at the time, was diagnosed 
with leukemia.

She said they raised over 
$3,000 that fi rst year, and 
held the fundraiser again 
when a secretary was diag-
nosed with lymphoma.

Harris said that when 
she went home and told her 
mother that Fitzgerald had 
decided to hold the fund-
raiser again at St.. The-
resa’s, the family got very 

emotional.
“To me it means a lot 

that we’re trying to make a 
change,” Harris said.

While the cause is per-
sonal to some students, the 
organization provides a 
video that explains the can-
cers so the kids can under-
stand what they are work-
ing towards.

Madison Reyes, 13, said 
the video helped make the 
struggles of cancer patients 
more real to her.

Reyes is one of the stu-
dents that do all the money 
counting, staying until 4 
o’clock several days a week 
to tally up the change.

“We’re talking about 
hundreds of dollars worth 
of pennies and nickels and 
dimes that takes them 
hours,” said Fitzgerald, 
“and their more than happy 
to do it.”

The students raised ex-
actly $2,423.43 by the end of 
week three. Fitzgerald ex-

pects the students to raise 
a few more hundred dollars 
by the end of the last week, 
far surpassing the original 
goal of $500.

“I’m very proud of the 

kids,” Principal Josephine 
Fanelli said of their accom-
plishment.

The fundraiser is 
pitched as a competition 
between the grades, with 

the winners receiving a 
pizza party. But Fitzgerald 
said her students have em-
braced the meaning of the 
fundraiser.

“The kids are really en-

thusiastic – not just about 
the pizza party – just the 
fact that they’re getting the 
money for the patients,”  
she said.

One student who adopted 
the charitable mission full-
heartedly was kindergart-
ner Michael Pastore, who 
broke open his piggy bank 
to donate $100.

Fitzgerald said that 
charity is part of the cul-
ture at St. Theresa’s.

“This is a very generous 
school,” Fitzgerald said. 
“Once we say that were rais-
ing money for something, 
the kids and the parents go 
out of their way to help as 
much as they can.”

Harris said she likes 
that St. Theresa helps the 
greater community.

“To me it means a lot,” 
Harris said. “Because I 
know were trying to make a 
change for people who need 
help in the world.”

St. Theresa School raises over $2,000 for Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Principal Josephine Fanelli and teacher Diane Fitzgerald stand with students who stayed after school 
counting all the &quotPennies for Patients&quot the school has raised.    Photo by Jaime Williams

Kids collect Pennies for Patients
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40th PCT.
FRI, FEB. 21st, 6:50 a.m. – 

175 Alexander Ave. Police officers 
arrested a male for possession of 
two guns. Taken away from the 30 
year old black male was a sawed off 
12-gague shotgun in addition to a 
25-caliber gun. Both weapons were 
vouched as evidence. 

SAT, FEB. 22nd, 10:30 p.m. – 
481 East 140 St.  Several police of-
ficers required medical assistance 
after being injured. Four police of-
ficers were injured as they were 
trying to control an emotionally dis-
turbed person. None of the injuries 
were reported as life-threatening. 

SAT, FEB. 22nd, 11:45 p.m. – 
413 East 152 St. The emergency 
room staff at Lincoln Medical Cen-
ter treated a seriously injured male. 
The male crime victim was suffering 
from two wounds to the chest area. 
Detectives are looking into the inci-
dent. 

41st PCT.
FRI, FEB. 21st, 2:20 a.m. – 

Southern Blvd. and East 163 St. A 
search was conducted for two male 
culprits. The unknown pair appar-
ently slashed a third person in the 
shoulder. The victim was transport-
ed to Bronx Lebanon Hospital and 
provided with care. 

42nd PCT.
TUES, FEB. 18th, 10:00 a.m. – 

1385 Stebbins Ave. Officials were 
alerted that a woman apparently 
took her own life. Investigators are 
waiting for the autopsy report from 
the Medical Examiner’s office to see 
if there was any additional criminal-
ity connected to the death of a 33 
year old woman. The victim’s body 
was discovered hanging inside the 
structure authorities indicated. 

FRI, FEB. 21st, 1:20 a.m. – 
1102 Washington Ave. Police are 
looking into a shooting that is possi-
bly connected to a house party. Two 
black males had been shot suffer-
ing from wounds to the leg and hip 
areas. The pair was transported to 
different hospitals officials reported 
as the inquiry got underway by lo-
cal sleuths.

43rd PCT.
WED, FEB. 19th, 3:55 a.m. – 

1460 Westchester Ave. Police in-
vestigators are looking into a dou-
ble stabbing. A male Hispanic was 
transported to St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal while a black male was taken to 
Jacobi Medical Center. Local detec-
tives will be handling the inquiry. 

FRI, FEB. 21st, 4:00 p.m. – 
Westchester Ave. and Elder Ave. 
Police are looking into a stabbing. A 
23 year old black male was stabbed 
once in the back officials reported. 
The injured man who was trans-
ported to Lincoln Medical Center 
informed officials that the incident 
took place in upper Manhattan.  

SAT, FEB. 22nd, 4:30 a.m. – El-

der Ave. and Westchester Ave. An 
investigation was launched as law 
enforcement officers learned that 
a male was seriously injured dur-
ing a robbery. The male victim was 
beaten and it was reported that the 
fingers were severed. An inquiry is 
underway.   

44th PCT.
TUES, FEB. 18th, 2:00 p.m. – 

Morris Ave. and East 169 St. Addi-
tional police officers were deployed 
into the community after a young 
man was shot. A 22 year old black 
male was found suffering from a 
bullet wound to the stomach area. 
He was transported to Lincoln Med-
ical Center in stable condition.

WED, FEB. 19th, 10:10 a.m. - 
265 East 161 St. Haz-mat trained 
first responders were requested 
after a letter was discovered con-
taining an unknown chemical. 
The letter arrived in an office on 
the 9th floor of the Bronx Crimi-
nal Court building containing an 
unknown substance. A call for 
assistance was transmitted with 
specialized teams responding so 
that the chemical could be iden-
tified. 

THURS, FEB. 20th, 3:50 a.m. 
– College Ave. and East 168 St. Au-
thorities are checking into an at-
tempted car-jacking. Officials indi-
cated that a female victim escaped 
the robbery attempt and drove away 
from the culprit. The female victim 
drove herself to a near-by hospital 
seeking care for an injury. The thief 
fired at the vehicle officials report-
ed. 

THURS, FEB. 20th, 4:55 p.m. – 
1135 Clay Ave. A crime victim was 
treated at Lincoln Medical Center. A 
61 year old black male was stabbed 
once in the left arm. Local detec-
tives are handling the inquiry.

THURS, FEB. 20th, 8:00 p.m. 
– Ogden Ave. and West 164 St. Po-
lice investigators were summoned 
to Bronx Lebanon Hospital. A 23 
year old male appeared at the medi-
cal facility seeking care for a stab 
wound. The male crime victim was 
suffering from a stab wound to the 
lower abdomen that he apparently 
received in the Highbridge commu-
nity. Local detectives are handling 
the inquiry.

SAT, FEB. 22nd, 12:10 p.m. – 
1279 Sheridan Ave. Police officers 
are looking into an incident where a 
shot had been fired. The bullet was 
fired through a window in the Morri-
sania community. Evidence was re-
covered in a wall by authorities. No 
injuries were reported. 

 45th PCT.
WED, FEB. 19th, 7:10 p.m. – 

Rodman Neck Police Range. First 
responders came to the aid of an   
injured police officer at the police 
facility in Pelham Bay Park. The of-
ficer with a broken leg was trans-
ported to Jacobi Medical Center and 
provided with the necessary care. 

WED, FEB. 19th, 9:10 p.m. – 
Hutchinson River Pkwy. Authori-
ties launched an inquiry into a ve-
hicle mishap. A 73 year old Hispanic 
man was struck by a southbound 
vehicle as the elderly man walked 
around the roadway. The critically 
injured victim was transported to 
Jacobi Medical Center as specially 
trained police officers from Highway 
1’s Critical Investigation Squad re-
sponded to the scene to gather evi-
dent concerning the incident. 

FRI, FEB. 21st, 8:35 p.m. – 140 
Alcott Pl. Police officers were called 
to an apartment on the 19th floor 
of a Co-op City building. Inside an 
apartment the body of a 26 year 
old Hispanic male was discovered 
hanging in a closet. The Medical Ex-
aminer’s staff will determine if there 
was another other criminality con-
nected to the death. 

SAT, FEB. 22nd, 4:10 a.m. – 
3841 East Tremont Ave. Detectives 
are looking into a shooting that sent 
a 52 year old black male to Jacobi 
Medical Center. The injured victim 
was shot once in the back officials 
indicated. Once at the medical facil-
ity the victim was deemed to be in 
stable condition. Local sleuths 

46th PCT.
FRI, FEB. 21st, 1:00 a.m. – Po-

lice investigators were informed that 
a female was the victim of a sexual 
attack. The unidentified female was 
sexually assaulted in the building’s 
stairway. Afterwards the female vic-
tim was provided with medical care 
at North Central Bronx Hospital. An 
inquiry is underway.

SAT, FEB. 22nd, 12:05 a.m. – 
An investigation was launched after 
officials were informed that a young 
girl was possible sexually assaulted. 
Specially trained sleuths are look-
ing into the attack upon the 12 year 
girl. 

47th PCT.
TUES, FEB. 18th, 9:20 p.m. – 

3376 Boston Rd. Police investigators 
are looking into a shooting that sent 
a young man to the hospital. A 20 
year old black male was transported 
to Jacobi Medical Center suffering 
from three bullet wounds. The male 

victim was reported to be in stable 
condition suffering from wounds to 
the right arm, abdomen, besides the 
back. Detectives from the 47th Pct. 
Squad are handling the inquiry. 

WED, FEB. 19th, 12:30 p.m. 
– Conner St. and Boston Rd. First 
responders were alerted to a leak-
ing tanker. Arriving on the scene 
additional Haz-Mat trained person-
nel including the Fire Department’s 
Haz-Mat Company # 1 from Queens 
was summoned to the scene to help 
secure the situation after an 11,000 
gallon propane tanker that had 
sprung a leak. 

Before the incident was se-
cured the faulty truck had to be 
unloaded. Officials ordered that 
surrounding buildings be evacu-
ated before the transfer opera-
tions could start. It was almost 
three hours later before the all 
clear signal was given.

THURS, FEB. 20th, 1:55 p.m. 
– 3431 White Plains Rd. Police of-
ficers arriving at the scene of a ve-
hicle accident learned that a person 
had been shot in lower Westchester 
County. The injured driver was en-
route to a Bronx Hospital after be-
ing shot in the arm while in Yonkers 
when the vehicle crashed into an 
ambulance station. 

48th PCT.
TUES, FEB. 18th, 9:45 p.m. – 

1834 Webster Ave. Police officers 
were able to remove another unau-
thorized gun off of Bronx streets. A 
black male was arrested after police 
checked and found out that the sus-
pect failed to have the proper license 
to own a handgun in NYC. Taken 
away from the unnamed culprit was 
a 45-caliber pistol. The weapon was 
vouched as evidence.  

SAT, FEB. 22nd, 1:15 a.m. – 
Bathgate Ave. and East Fordham 
Rd. An inquiry was launched after a 
teenager was struck by a livery cab. 
The injured 19 year old college stu-
dent was transported to St. Barna-
bas Hospital. Police officers from 
Highway1’s Critical Investigation 
Squad were summoned to the scene 
to conduct the inquiry. Initial inquiry 
indicated that there was no crimi-
nality connected to the incident. 

49th PCT.
WED, FEB. 19th, 2:45 p.m. – 

677 Morris Park Ave. Police officials 
started an inquiry into a shooting 
that sent three persons to the hos-
pital. Authorities indicated that mul-
tiple shots were fired. A 79 year old 
Hispanic woman was suffering from 
a bullet wound to the right hand, 

while a 20 year old black male was 
shot once in the left leg. The third 
victim, a 19 year old black male was 
suffering from a bullet wound to the 
right arm. All three victims were 
transported to Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter. Local detectives are handling 
the inquiry.

WED, FEB. 19th, 9:45 p.m. – 
2187 Cruger Ave. Emergency per-
sonnel responded to investigate a 
suspicious substance. A 22 year old 
male walked into his neighborhood 
police station carrying a container 
of cyanide. Haz-mat units including 
the Fire Dept. were dispatched to 
the Eastchester Rd. police facility to 
ensure the safety of all people who 
were inside the building. Based on 
information obtained several days 
later on, police raided the culprit’s 
home and vehicle recovering sev-
eral weapons and other toxins. The 
young man apparently told officials 
that he was going to use the danger-
ous chemicals to take his own life. 

FRI, FEB. 21st, 4:40 p.m. – 
1726 Taylor Ave. First responders 
were alerted to an emergency situ-
ation that occurred in the middle of 
the street. Arriving officers found 
that there was a sink hold in the 
middle of the thoroughfare. After 
blocking off the street notifications 
were made to have the situation 
corrected. 

SAT, FEB. 22nd. 12:35 a.m. – 
3055 Bouck Ave. Another teenager 
is in trouble with the law enforce-
ment community. A 17 year old black 
male was arrested after being found 
in possession of a 380-caliber gun. 
The weapon was taken away from 
the teenager since it was vouched 
as evidence for his up-coming trail. 

50th PCT.
TUES, FEB. 18th, 8:15 p.m. – 

Authorities arrested a suspect in 
a sexual attack that occurred in a 
health care facility. Specially trained 
investigators from the Special Vic-
tim’s Squad looked into a com-
plained that an elderly woman re-
siding in a health care facility was 
raped by one of the workers. A 42 
year old male employee was arrest-
ed being charged with rape.

52nd PCT. 
WED, FEB. 19th, 2:05 a.m. – 

Valentine Ave. and East 199 St. Po-
lice officers were able to take anoth-
er semi-automatic pistol off of the 
Bedford Park community streets. 
This time a 380-caliber semi-au-
tomatic pistol was vouched as evi-
dence. 

WED, FEB. 19th, 7:15 p.m. 
– 2925 Briggs Ave. An investiga-
tion was launched after a 44 year 
old black male was attacked. The 
male victim received a laceration 
to the head from a person who was 
armed with a machete. The attacker 
escaped before police arrived. The 
injured man was taken to St. Barna-
bas Hospital in stable condition.  

THURS, FEB. 20th, 9:55 a.m. 
– 2552 Webb Ave. An investigation 

was launched after a body was dis-
covered. Officials indicated that the 
body of a man was found on the 
building’s roof. Investigators are 
waiting for the results of the Medi-
cal Examiner’s Autopsy.  

Transit
SAT, FEB. 22nd, 10:20 a.m. – 

Third Ave. and East 149 St. Addi-
tional police officers were deployed 
into the IRT train system after a child 
was separated from his mother. The 
mother, along with her 7 year old 
son, was traveling southbound from 
the Bronx toward Manhattan when 
they became separated. Transit po-
lice officers from District # 11 were 
alerted to the report of the missing 
child and requested assistance from 
officers from the Bronx Task Force. 
The child was located and safely re-
turned to his mother.

Housing
THURS, FEB. 20th, 1:55 a.m. 

– 1790 Story Ave. The emergency 
room staff at Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter treated a 21 year old black male. 
The young male was suffering from 
a bullet wound to the left side when 
he arrived at the hospital. Police of-
ficers from Housing’s PSA # 8 are 
working with detectives from the 
43rd Pct. Squad on this inquiry.

THURS, FEB. 20th, 4:30 p.m. – 
1010 Sound View Ave. Police are re-
viewing evidence that was collected 
at a crime scene. Shots had been 
fired through a window of an apart-
ment at a city housing development. 
Police officers at the scene recov-
ered evidence that could be helpful 
to authorities identifying the weapon 
that was used during this incident. 
No injuries were recovered.

Fire Log
WED, FEB. 19th, 2:00 p.m. 

– 694 Burke Ave. First respond-
ers received a call indicating that a 
wall of a CVS drug store near White 
Plains Rd. collapsed. The wall fail-
ure caused the entire 150 foot by 
100 foot structure to be demol-
ished several days later on. Emer-
gency personnel spent over six 
days on scene conducting search-
es for victims while ensure public 
safety.  

FRI, FEB. 21st, 11:15 p.m. – 61 
East 177 St. Engine 42 upon arriv-
ing at a fire in a vacant building in-
dicated that they were faced with a 
working fire. The fire was located 
on the second floor and spreading 
into the cockloft of the two-sto-
ry structure. As Engine 42’s crew 
started to stretch the first hose line 
ladder crews started to arrive. The 
incident commander requested a 
5th engine company besides a 4th 
ladder company to respond. A sec-
ond hose line was stretched as the 
stubborn flames refused to disap-
pear. By 11:30 p.m. the main body 
of fire started to disappear as the 
flames had burned into the cock-
loft area.  
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DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES AND DEAD-
LINES: A copy of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising 
Rates is available on request. Display deadline is the Friday 
prior to publication. Camera ready copy deadline is the 
Monday preceding publication.
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES: To place a Classifi ed Ad 
call (718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
LEGAL NOTICE DEADLINES: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior to publication.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Readers are encouraged 
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Charter schools
Dear editor,

I write to question the wisdom of allowing 
charter schools unfettered access to space in 
public school buildings at NO COST when sig-
nifi cant numbers of students attend classes in 
TRAILERS.

Those who are not “lucky” enough to attend 
these favored charter schools appear to have 
become second-class citizens, despite having 
parents that pay the same amount of taxes as 
charter school parents.

A recent mailing  from local politicians 
(Klein/Gjonaj) trumpeted their support for 
“school choice”, yet this position seems to have 
laid the foundation for a two-tier system of ed-
ucation in NYC, the favored few in resource 
rich charter schools and the vast majority of 
students in under resourced and decaying fa-
cilities.

What  could be the rationale for their sup-
port of giving free space to charter schools 
when the revenue generated by charging them 
rent, which they can well afford, could be used 
to improve the lot of ALL NYC students?

Have they, like Gov. Cuomo, been the re-
cipients of campaign contributions from the 
charter school industry or can they supply a 
valid reason for what appears to be an injus-
tice perpetrated on the vast majority of NYC 
public school students?

Pasqual  Pelosi

Democracy No More
Dear editor,

The USA is no longer a Democracy, lets face 
it, the meaning of  “A well regulated Militia” 
now means that any terrorist or nut can buy a 
50 MM long range sniper riffl e that’s capable of 
taking down a low fl ying passenger jet that he 
isn’t allowed to fl y on, but the NRA call’s him 
a “Hunter” 

With Americans all for “Back Ground 
Checks”  and now with their “Right To Vote”  
being denied, can you still call this a Democ-
racy, or a well paid  Republic and all because of 
the “Citizens united act.” 

 Dante Barozzi

Quick budget
Dear editor,

We should not celebrate Governor Cuomo 
and the State Legislature passing a budget on 
time.  This is what they get paid to do.

This budget was negotiated behind closed 
doors by Governor Andrew Cuomo, State Sen-
ate Republican Majority leader Dean Skelos, 
State Senate Democratic Independent Caucus 
leader Jeffrey Klein and Democratic State As-
sembly Speaker Sheldon Silver.

Only they, their key aides and  many of the 
infamous Albany State Street lobbyists were 
privy to the details.  Democratic State Senate 
minority leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and 

Republican State Assembly minority leader 
Brian Kolb  along with virtually all members 
of the State Senate and Assembly were left out 
of the process.

Did members of legislature take an Evelyn 
Wood speed reading class to absorb the thou-
sands of pages contained in this spending bill?  

They received these only hours before being 
asked to vote up or down.

Liberal or conservative, Democrat or Re-
publican, we would all be better off if our State 
Assembly and Senate members took the time 
to actually read, line by line, any proposed 
legislation before voting.  Their legislative ac-
tions impact both our economic and civil liber-
ties.  Future generations may have to pay for 
and live with the consequences.

There should have been an open budget pro-
cess agency by agency. The public, media and 
members of the legislature should have been 
afforded suffi cient time to read the fi ne print 
line by line, page by page and conduct an open 
debate before adoption.

Larry Penner

Thanks to MPCA
Dear editor,

A great big thank you to Mr. Tony Signo-
rile, Mr. Al  D’Angelo and Senator Jeff Klein 
for allowing Twingold to entertain at the Mor-
ris Park Community Association’s 40th anni-
versary.

What a celebration honoring such a terrifi c 
community. 

Congratulations to Mr. Signorile, for a won-
derful job.

Also congrats to Mr. Musto for being hon-
ored that evening. As a former Morris Park 
resident, it was an honor to be a part of such a 
glorious evening.

Kudos to all involved. We should all be so 
lucky to have a community like Morris Park. 
Thanks for the honor.

Jane Fox & Louise Dobriner-Twin Gold       

Anti-Walmart
Dear editor,

Larry Penner’s recent defense of Walmart 
turns a blind eye to the many documented in-
stances of illegal and immoral behavior attrib-
uted to this multi-national company.

While some citizens might save a few dollars 
shopping at Walmart, the hidden costs to society 
are much larger. By hiring many part time work-
ers and few full time employees, the company 
dodges the cost of medical coverage, effectively 
transferring this burden to the public treasury 
when these individuals seek medical attention 
in our emergency rooms.  Underpaid Walmart 

workers cost taxpayers additional money since 
they can often qualify for food stamps and other 
forms of government assistance.

Walmart goes to extraordinary lengths to 
prevent workers from organizing, using tactics 
reminiscent of the days of the robber barons.  
Workers are routinely intimidated and bullied 
from organizing.  These actions are not isolated 
incidents; these actions are part of the Walmart 
business plan.

USA Today reported in November 2013 that 
“The National Labor Relations Board claims 
that Walmart ‘unlawfully threatened’ employ-
ees for their part in the Black Friday walk-
outs last year, in which about 400 people par-
ticipated. They have decided to pursue charges 
against Walmart for threatening and punish-
ing workers who planned to go on strike last 
year.”

Walmart is a ruthless company that plays fast 
and loose with the law and takes advantage of its 
workers at every turn.  The dignity and safety of 
their workers is of no consequence to this orga-
nization as it greedily seeks to gain ever-larger 
market share, trampling underfoot hapless com-
petitors and powerless workers.

ABC News reports, “A former Walmart em-
ployee has fi led a class-action suit against the 
retail giant for forcing employees to work with-
out pay — sometimes by locking them into the 
stores — after their shifts had ended. The suit 
also charges Walmart with requiring employees 
to work through meals and rest breaks. Lawyers 
for the plaintiff say employees would be intimi-
dated into working the extra hours by being 
given fewer hours to work or by not getting pro-
motions.”

As the world’s biggest retailer, Walmart’s il-
legal and immoral practices are not limited to 
this country.

As reported in the New York Times in April 
2012 “Walmart de Mexico had orchestrated a 
campaign of bribery to win market dominance”, 
and when “confronted with evidence of corrup-
tion in Mexico, top Walmart executives focused 
more on damage control than on rooting out 
wrongdoing”;   they halted the investigation 
of wrongdoing despite fi nding “a paper trail of 
hundreds of suspect payments totaling more 
than $24 million.”

Walmart has even sold adulterated food. Reu-
ters reported in January of this year that Wal-
mart has recalled donkey meat sold at some out-
lets in China (donkey meat is a popular snack 
in some areas of China), after tests showed the 
product contained the DNA of otheranimals!

According to a National Labor 
Committee<http://www.globallabourrights.
org/> 2006 report, an estimated 200 children, 
some 11 years old or even younger, are sewing 
clothing for Walmart in Bangladesh.

This is what Walmart represents and it is 
very ugly. I am amazed that anyone would shill 
for a company displaying this type of greed 
and ruthlessness.  Those who have prevented 
Walmart from colonizing NYC should be com-
mended for their stand.  Say no to Walmart and 
their right wing apologists who want to turn 
back the clock to a time when workers were 
powerless before the might of the corporations 
and trusts.

Pasqual Pelosi

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor are welcome from all 
readers. They should be addressed care of 
this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454, or e-mail to 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, in-
cluding those submitted via e-mail, MUST 
be signed and with a verifi able address and 
telephone number included. Note that the  
address and telephone number  will NOT be 
published and the name will be published or 
withheld upon request. No unsigned letters 
can be accepted for publication. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all submissions.

LET US HEAR 
FROM YOU

SUBSCRIBING COMMUNITY GROUPS
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Community Association
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association
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Card Party
DINNER AND ENTERTAINMENT

New York, New York
“What a Wonderful Town”

Saturday, April 26, 2014
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m.

Dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m.

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH
Mechler Hall  2158 Watson Avenue  Bronx, NY 10472

(718) 863-9156  (718) 863-9157

40” TV
Door Prizes  Linens 

Offi ce Supplies  Kitchen Accessories 
Dinner & Broadway Tickets  DVDs 

Microwave  Luggage 
Bedroom & Bathroom Ensembles
Bike/Helmet  Cosmetic Baskets

Food Baskets
and many more great prizes!

50-50 RAFFLE
First Prize: $1,000.00

Second Prize: $300.00
Third Prize: $200.00

FREE PARKING!  Tickets: $20.00 per person
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FREE* Tax Preparation
invite you to

* Qualified people will get their taxes completed
for FREE. To qualify, you must have the
following:

• If filing jointly with a spouse, both of you must
be present with photo IDs

• Social Security cards or ITIN (or copies) for you
and your spouse if filing jointly and anyone you
are claiming on your tax return, or a letter from
the Social Security Administration

• W-2s for all jobs you held in 2013

• Form 1099-G if you received unemployment 
insurance in 2013

• Form 1099-INT if you received interest from a
bank account in 2013

• Form 1098-T if you paid tuition

• Form 1098-E if you paid student loan interest

• If you are claiming child care expenses,
amount you paid and child care agency’s ID or
name and Social Security number of the
babysitter

Income limits 

• $52,000 with dependents

• $20,000 without dependents

foodbanknyc.org/taxhelp

Council Member Annabel Palma, Food Bank For
New York City and The City University of New York

Friday, April 11, 2014

10 a.m.– 4 p.m.

We do not prepare the following returns: Itemized returns; Schedule C (Profit or Loss from Business - except limited Schedule C for child care providers and
taxi drivers); Complicated & Advanced Schedule D (Capital Gains and Losses); Schedule E (Rents & Losses); Form SS-5 (request for Social Security Number);
Form 2106 (Employee Business Expenses); Form 3903 (Moving Expenses); Form 8606 (Nondeductible IRAs); Form 8615 (Minor’s investment income)

Food Bank For New York City 212-894-8060   Council Member Palma’s office 646-315-7703
For more information about additional locations, dates and times for ongoing free tax preparation, call 646-315-7703 or visit www.foodbanknyc.org/taxhelp

DIRECTIONS: C/2/3 trains to 116th Street

RAIN Senior Center
1380 Metropolitan Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
New Schools Chancellor 

Carmen Fariña hit the bor-
ough running, pushing her 
agenda at a northeast Bronx  
community education coun-
cil Town Hall meeting. 

Fariña gave a crowd of 
about 100 parents and offi -
cials at Community Educa-
tion Council 11’s meeting 
her list of priorities, includ-
ing pushing the Common 
Core educational standards 
and implementing “cutting 
edge” innovations.

She responded to audi-
ence concerns about school 
overcrowding, the availabil-
ity of  vocational training 
and parent involvement.

Fariña also said she is 
committed to addressing 
community concerns in the 
district, which covers the 
entire northeast Bronx.

“Number one, I believe 
we need to bring back re-
spect and dignity to the 
educational profession,” 
she told the audience of par-
ents, teachers, students and 
administrators, as well as 
City Councilmember Andy 

King and State Senator 
Ruth Hassell-Thompson at 
The Evander Childs Cam-
pus in Williamsbridge. 

Fariña mentioned a plan 
to pair up schools so admin-
istrators and teachers can 
learn from other talented 
educators, rather than 
bringing in outside consul-
tants.

“Number two,” she said, 
“I want to say right up front 
I believe in the Common 
Core,”  although she admit-
ted its implementation and 
teacher preparation has 
been fl awed.

Her third priority will 
be parent engagement, she 
said, noting that she’s cre-
ating training programs 
for parent coordinators at 
schools to improve parent-
school partnerships.

Fariña’s response to 
general audience questions 
about  Common Core, test 
prep, and teacher evalua-
tions was to “stay tuned.”

Other’s concerns were 
more specifi c, such as over-
crowding at PS 19 in Wood-
lawn, which community 

member Jeremy Skehan 
said was designed for 340 
but is housing 501 students. 
Fariña called the situa-
tion “a city-wide issue and 
is something that has to be 
looked at very seriously.”

Fariña agreed with a 
parent who noted the need 

to bring back vocational 
and technical high schools, 
so students don’t have to 
pay expensive tuition for 
trade training. The Chan-
cellor said that several such 
schools have already been 
opened across the city in 
the past two years and she 

sees them making a come-
back. “Expect those to in-
crease as we go forward,” 
she said.

Fariña repeatedly 
stressed the importance of 
parental involvement, not-
ing that the Department 
of Education hosts par-

ent workshops throughout 
the city on topics such as 
“Understanding the Com-
mon Core,” “Working with 
Special Education,” and 
“College and Career Readi-
ness.”

She also drew laughs 
from the audience over her 
blunder of calling a contro-
versial snow storm while 
schools were kept open “a 
beautiful day,” saying she’ll 
probably put it on her tomb-
stone.

CEC 11 President Pamela 
Johnson also encouraged 
parents to get involved, and 
to bring their future con-
cerns to the CEC, which 
works with administrators 
to help shape educational 
priorities of district elemen-
tary and middle schools. 
The council is comprised of  
parents who are elected ev-
ery two years. 

CEC meetings are open 
to the public, and District 11 
meets the second and third 
Tuesday of each month. 
For more information visit 
www.BronxNewsSD11.org.

Department of Education Chancellor Carmen Fariña (r), fi elds questions alongside Community Educa-
tion Council 11 President Pamela Johnson at a town hall in Williamsbrige Tuesday, April 8. Photo by 
Jaime Williams

School Chancellor at CEC 11 Town Hall



1
7

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    A

p
r

il 1
1

-
1

7
, 2

0
1

4
   



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 A
p

r
il

 1
1

-
1

7
, 2

0
1

4
   

   
1

8

REGISTRATION IS OPEN

We invite you to join our school community. We offer an 
affordable education and provide a nurturing environment 
for children ages 3-13. Space is still available in many 
grades, Pre-K thru 7. Please call our offi ce to 
arrange for a tour at 718-792-3688

Give Your Child A Step Ahead with A Solid Academic 
Foundation, Catholic Values And A Warm

Caring Learning Environment

St. Theresa
Elementary School

2872 St.Theresa Ave, Bronx, New York 10461  
Fr. Robert Grippo, Pastor  
Mrs.Josephine Fanelli, Principal

Visit our website at www.sttheresaschoolbronx.org

BY BEN KOCHMAN
There’s a sign of life at 

the redeveloping Concourse 
Plaza —literally.

Local shoppers were 
greeted this spring with a 
new electronic sign sprout-
ing from the E. 161th street 
complex’s entrance. 

The splashy steel-paneled 
digital sign boasts movie 
listings and pricing specials 
—and is a preview of an ex-
pensive renovation that its 
developer says will bring 
a new look and new stores 
to the one of the borough’s 
larger shopping complexes 
by July.

Major facelift

“It’s a sign that we’re 
moving forward,” said 
Randy Briskin of the Feil 
Organization, which is cur-
rently negotiating leases at 
the 27-year-old mall. “It’s like 
looking at the early bulbs of 
spring. Soon the whole mall 
will blossom.”

Plans for renovation at 
Concourse Plaza have been 
in the works since 2012, 
when Feil began either end-
ing or not renewing the 
leases of the existing busi-
nesses at the site. 

Though some long-time 
tenants are staying —in-
cluding the 10-movie theater 
and a massive Food Bazaar 
supermarket —the major-
ity are now long gone, after 
a campaign petitioning the 
developer to let them stay 
fell short.

But Briskin said the face-
lift was much needed, and is 
confi dent that the commu-
nity will be happy with the 
end result.

“When things get dated, 
we reinvest, not only in our 

shopping centers but also 
in the communities that we 
serve,” he said. “We felt it 
was time.”

The head of the local busi-
ness coalition is also excited 
that this new digital sign is a 
sign of better times.

“This is the fi rst sign that 
something new and good is 
here,” said Cary Goodman, 
executive director of the 
161th street BID. “It’s a sym-
bol that there is some hope 
for the area.”

Staying mum on shops

Briskin would not reveal 
which stores will be coming 
into the Plaza yet, but said 
that the scaffold barricading 
around the site should be re-
moved and replaced by new 
tenants in June or July, if all 
goes according to plan.

Construction on the 
complex’s new façade facing 
161th street, much of which 
will be built with the same 
stainless steel material on 
the new digital sign, kicked 
off April 7. 

For now, the only com-

pleted part of the redevel-
opment is the digital sign 
—which replaces a hulking 
sign that used to list all 10 
movies playing at the the-
ater.

Sign: cool or not?

The new sign displays 
movie listings, prices, trail-
ers, as well as special deals at 
the shops inside the Plaza.

Some locals polled near 
the new sign on a recent af-
ternoon praised its snazzi-
ness.

“It’s modern, defi nitely 
better than the old one,” said 
19-year-old Ontario Solo-
mon.

Tysha Rogers, who was 
sitting next to Solomon in 
the mall’s parking lot, said 
she missed the old sign be-
cause it allowed her to see 
what movies were playing in 
one glance.

“My fi rst reaction was 
why do we need that?” said 
Rogers. “I liked the old sign 
because you could see what 
movies are playing from far 
away.”

The fi rst sign of Concourse Plaza’s new look — a digital movie dis-
play. Photo by Ben Kochman

Sign of new times at Plaza

This is the 
fi rst sign that 

something new 
and good is here.

Cary Goodman
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Easter Sunday
at the

PINE BAR + GRILL

All Day Easter Brunch Buffet…
CONTINENTAL DISPLAY

Mini Muffi ns/Danishes/Croissant/Bagels/
All Complimenting Spreads

OMELET STATION
Create your own

COLD ANTIPASTO
Shrimp Cocktail/Cured Meats

Assorted Cheese/Spring Salad Medley
Fresh Mozzarella & Tomato/

Roasted Beets & Oranges/Cured Olives
Grilled Asparagus/Marinated Artichokes/

Roasted Peppers/Artisan Breads

HOT ANTISPASTO
Stuffed Mushroom/Sweet Sausage & Peppers/

Baked Clams, Buffalo Wings

PASTA 
Penne alla Vodka with Sweet Peas & Prosciutto 

Potato Gnocchi Pesto/Rigatoni Filetto/ 
Farfalle Country Style 

CARVING STATION 
Leg of Lamb/Smoked Glazed Ham/Roasted Turkey 

ENTREES 
Eggplant Rollatine/Grilled Atlantic Salmon/ 

Chicken Francese/Chicken Parmigiana/ 
Grilled Salmon Teriyaki 

SIDES 
Glazed Carrots & Green Beans/
Red Bliss Potatoes/Rice & Beans

Coffee/Tea
Easter Dessert Display

UNLIMITTED SOFT DRINKS/CHAMPAGNE/SANGRIA/BELLINIS/WINE/MIMOSA
EASTER BUNNY APPEARANCE

EASTER EGG HUNT * ART & CRAFTS FOR THE KIDS
Entertainment by DJ Franco/Seating’s 12:30-2:30 pm & 3:00-5:00 pm 

Open Seating 5:00 pm to Close
$30.00 per person + tax & Gratuity

$12.00 for children 12 and Under + tax & Gratuity

1634 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY 10461
T 718-319-0900 F 718-319-0910

www.pinebargrill.com
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An east Bronx con man 

convicted fours years ago 
of bilking victims out of 
$1.3 million will fi nally be 
sentenced next month.

Mario Tolisano ini-
tially avoided sentencing 
by agreeing to repay three 
victims he and a partner 
fl eeced in a fraudulent 
land deal. But after failing 
to meet a court mandated 
deadline to repay them, he 
was recently re-arrested 
and jailed, pending his 
scheduled sentencing on 
Monday, May 5.

Offi cials said Tolisano, 
whose last known address 
was in Pelham Gardens, 
impersonated a lawyer in 
a deal to sell a city owned 
property. 

Phony lawyer

He pled guilty to grand 
larceny in January, 2010, 
and was ordered to pay res-
titution, which he failed to 
do, said a spokesman for 
District Attorney Robert 
Johnson. 

“The alternate sentence 
is one to three years,” said 
Johnson spokesman Ste-

ven Reed. 
Tolisano’s accomplice, 

Celestino Orta, also pled 
guilty in January 2010 to 
helping Tolisano defraud 
the three victims. Orta 
was sentenced to one to 
three years in prison in 
Feb. 2010.    

Tolisano and Orta al-
legedly collected $710,000 
from two victims in May 
2008 for the sale of prop-
erty, and again collected 
$502,000 from the same 
victims in July 2008 to pur-
chase additional proper-
ties in the Bronx, Brooklyn 
and Queens. 

A third victim was of-
fered the vacant lot at 539 
Union Avenue by the de-
fendants, and provided a 
down payment of $70,000 
in May 2008, according to 
court records.

Scam unravels

The scam began to un-
ravel when the victims 
fi led complaints against 
Tolisano and Orta after 
the two scammers ignored 
repeated attempts to sched-
ule closings on the proper-
ties.

The defendants, in fact, 
never had ownership of the 
properties or authorization 
to sell them. 

Before being taken into 
custody, records show Toli-
sano resided at 1669 Astor 
Avenue, while Orta’s ad-
dress was listed at 588 
Timpson Street. 

At the time that the 
story broke in August 
2009, Allan Merovitch, an 
attorney for victim Jacob 
Selenchnik, said his client 
“effectively entered into 
a series of contracts with 
Mr. Tolisano’s client Mr. 
Orta.

“He was supposed to be 
purchasing property from 
the City of New York, which 
would then be sold to my 
client. When the contracts 
were signed, large deposits 
were given to Mr. Tolisano 
in the capacity of what we 
thought of as an attorney, 
but as it turns out Mr. Toli-
sano was not an attorney 
and I was told he had dis-
tributed the funds amongst 
himself and Mr. Orta.”

“Simply put,” he added, 
“they stole the money.” 

Con man to be sentenced

WITH A COLLECTIBLE FULL PAGE, FULL COLOR 
PHOTO TRIBUTE ADVERTISEMENT IN THE BRONX 

TIMES REPORTER SALUTE TO GRADUATES…
THE PERFECT GIFT FOR SAVING AND FRAMING…

AND TO BE TREASURED!

PUBLICATION DATE: FRIDAY JUNE 13, 2014
DEADLINE FOR ADS: MONDAY, JUNE 9, 2014

FULL COLOR PAGE: HALF PAGE: $175
Call 718-742-3074 to reserve space 

for YOUR special greeting!

Congratulations

We love you,

Giusseppe Cesar Brown, Class of 2014

4 YEARS ON THE DEANS LIST! 

WOW!
CONGRATULATIONS

Julie Spencer
Class of 2014 - Champion College

 
We’re so proud of you wherever you’re headed!

Our blessings are with you!
 Godmother Annie, Pop-Pops
and the Minerva Avenue gang!

LET YOUR GRADUATES, 
Kindergarten, High School, College, Continuing Education Scholars & More, 

KNOW HOW PROUD YOU ARE…
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APPETIZERS
(Choose one)

STUFFED ARTICHOKE
Artichoke stuffed w/bread crumbs, black and 
green olives, parmigiano
cheese and fresh garlic in lemon sauce with a 
touch of white wine.

FRIED CALAMARI
with marinara sause

CAPRESE
Fresh homemade mozzarella sliced tomato, 
basil, roasted red peppers

Eggplant Rollatini
Rolled stuffed with ricotta topped with mari-

nara and mozzarella

MUSSELS MARINARA (spicy)

PASTA
(Choose one)

RIGATONI BOLOGNESE
Rigatoni pasta coverd in a light meat sauce

PENNE ALLA VODKA
Fresh tomato sause, prosciutto, shallots, 
Vodka, a touch of cream with parmigiano 
cheese

ENTRÉE
(Choose one)

ROASTED RACK OF LAMB
Served in our special homemade gravy with 
string beans

CHICKEN ROLLATINI
Fresh chicken breast rolled and stuffed w/
chopped prosciutto, fontina cheese, spinach 
served w/sliced Portobello mushrooms in 
sherry wine sauce

GRILLED BABY LAMB CHOPS
Grilled New Zealand baby lamb chops Sau-
téed with virgin olive oil and garlic served with 
broccoli rabe and mint jelly

SALMON PISTACHIO
Fresh wild Salmon baked and crusted with 

pistachio, served over spinach 
and asparagus with a touch of pinot grigio 

(All entrees served with mashed potatoes)

DESSERT
Coffee or tea
Chocolate cake, Cheese cake, 
Zeppoles

rd

Easter Sunday

Pre-Fix Menu

900 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462 | (718) 891-3830 | www.900Park.com

$2995
pp

$ 95
pp
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
They’re number one.
Bronx Community Col-

lege’s Licensed Practical 
Nursing program was re-
cently named best in the 
state by PracticalNurses.
org, with 100 percent of stu-
dents passing their licens-
ing exams.

But program direc-
tor Ellen Hoist says that’s 
nothing new. Since the pro-
gram was founded in 1991, 
only three classes have not 
had a 100 percent passing 
rate. 

But Hoist, who has di-
rected the program from 
its beginning, was still 
pleased with the recogni-
tion.

“It’s a very high honor,” 
she said.

Second career

Licensed Practical 
Nurses, or LPNs, perform 
many of the same functions 
as Registered Nurses but 
are required to work under 

the supervision of RNs or 
physicians, said Hoist.

Most of her students are 
training for their second 
career, and many are im-
migrants, she noted. The 
classes are held exclusively 
at night and weekends so 
students can juggle school 
and work. 

“It makes it quite chal-
lenging for them,” she 
said.

But Hoist said the dedi-
cation and motivation of 
her students is a major fac-
tor in the success of the 
program.

“They make tremen-
dous sacrifi ces in their 
lives in order to be success-
ful,” she said.

Jacqueline Bowman, 
a student in the program, 
said she has struggled at 
times to juggle the pro-
gram with work. But she 
said it’s worth it to pursue 
her goal of being a nurse, a 
path she started on before 

she emigrated from Saint 
Vincent and the Grena-
dines years ago.

“The professors are 
really supportive,” said 
Bowman. “It’s a great pro-

gram.”
Desi Ruiz is also pursu-

ing a second career. After 
working in fi nance for 20 
years, he is pursuing his 
goal of becoming a health 
practitioner so he can pro-
vide medical services back 
in Honduras. He said BCC’s 
program is tough but pre-
pares the students well.

“The teachers are try-
ing to help those that really 
feel this is their dream,” he 
said.

Career opportunities

There are career oppor-
tunities awaiting students 
after graduation, said 
Hoist, especially because 
the population is aging and 
the health care sector con-
tinues to grow. 

Health care has been 
one of the largest sectors 
in the Bronx for some time, 
and as the sector continues 
to grow, so does the need 
for LPNs. 

The Department of La-

bor projects a 13.2 percent 
growth in LPN positions 
across the city between 
2010 and 2020, with an av-
erage of 180 new LPN posi-
tions created each year.

“I’m happy to be able 
to graduate nurses who 
are competent and can fi ll 
those work place needs,” 
said Hoist.

Hoist said her students 
graduate the 18-month pro-
gram with a certifi cate, but 
they can continue course 
work to receive an associ-
ates degree. They could 
also go on to BCC’s regis-
tered nurse program and 
complete it in a additional 
year.

P rac t ic a l Nu rses.org 
analyzed 5 years of exam 
scores from 77 schools 
across N.Y. to determine 
the rankings.

Monroe College in the 
Bronx also placed in the top 
10 on the list, with about 92 
percent passing rate.

Licensed Practical Nurse program at Bronx Community College called best in state 

Bronx Community College Licensed Practical Nursing students 
Kristina Cuesta, Jaswanti Dhanraj, Kesha Coard and Carmen Bravo 
train with a pediatric dummy. Photo by Edwin Soto

Boro nursing program named No. 1
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Cocktail Hour:
Passing Hor D’oeurves | Cold Antipasta Display

Baked Clams | Eggplant Rollintine | Fried Calamari
Traditional Easter Breads | Wine Tasting Table 

Carving Station (Leg of Lamb / Fresh Ham)

y

(Choice of)

Tableside Italian 
Cookies and Minature
Pastries | Fresh Fruit |
Coffee, Tea or Espresso

Manicotti | Orchetti con
Broccoli Rabe & Sausage | 
Farfalle alla Vodka

Fresh Mozzarella
Napolean

RoseMary Roasted Rack of
Lamb | Prime Rib |
Chicken Breast Scarpriello |
Stuffed Tilapia |
Jumbo Shrimp Scampi
Complimented with Family Style 
Roasted Potatoes and Seasonal 
Sautéed Vegetables

(Choice of)

$50 Per Person + Tax + Gratuity
FREE!

1913 Bronxdale Ave. Bronx, NY 10462
T: 718-792-5956 

www.fjpine.com
FR ANC ESCO &  GI OVANNI ’S
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MON-FRI 

ANY FULL PET GROOMING

ANY STORE PURCHASE

ANY PUPPY PURCHASE

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
An east Bronx man con-

victed of burglarizing a 
local state assemblyman’s 
apartment will be spend-
ing the next four and half 
years behind bars.

Michael Herrera, 32, 
will also have to spend fi ve 
years under post-release 
supervision after he’s 
served his prison term, of-
fi cials said.

One legal misstep, and 
he’ll be back behind bars, 
they said.

Burglary spree

Herrera, suspected of 
a rash of burglaries in 
County Club and nearby 
neighborhoods, was sen-
tenced on Monday, March 
31 by Bronx state Supreme 
Court Justice Denis Boyle 
on his guilty plea to at-
tempted burglary in the 
second degree. He had 
been jailed since his arrest 
in January 2013. 

That charge involved 
his entering Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto’s 
Bruckner Blvd. apartment 
through an unlocked win-
dow near a fi re escape in 
the early evening hours of 
Oct. 5, 2012 and stealing 
several pieces of women’s 
jewelry and some cash to-
taling close to $3,000.

Herrera was fi nally ar-
rested for the Bronx bur-
glary Jan. 28, 2013 after a 
burglary-related arrest in 
Queens, police said, and 
was remanded to jail pend-
ing trial.

Open window

A Bronx grand jury 
subsequently returned 
an 11 count indictment 
against him on Feb. 3, 2013, 
charging him with several 
counts of burglary, grand 
larceny, criminal posses-
sion of stolen property and 
criminal trespass.

He pleaded guilty March 
13 of this year before Judge 

Boyle to only one bur-
glary count, involving the 
breakin at Benedetto’s 
apartment.

After Herrera’s guilty 
plea, Benedetto told the 
Times Reporter that when 
he returned home that eve-
ning he noticed the bed-
room window next to the 
fi re escape, which had been 
closed, was open, then dis-
covered all the jewelry 
missing.

He said he felt embar-
rassed for not locking the 
window.

“It’s never a good feel-
ing to see that someone has 
broken into your home and 
stolen your possessions,” 
said Benedetto, “especially 
some things that had good 
memories.”

Confession

In a signed confession, 
Herrera told the arresting 
offi cer, Detective Bobby 
Rogers of the 45th Precinct 
detective squad, that he 

was sorry, stating “I am a 
very hard working man. 
But because I don’t want to 

justify the wrong that I did 
I am just going to say that 
its just hard out in New 

York City keeping a job... 
[I] made a big mistake that 
now changed my life.”

Pulls 4 1/2 year stretch for jewelry theft

Benedetto burglar sentenced 

A colorful crew of Bronxites celebrated the Hindu Holi festival on Mar. 16 at the Vishnu Mandir 
Hindu Temple in Parkchester. The holiday is one of the oldest traditional Hindu fests, and 
celebrates joy and the many triumphs of good over evil. 
            Photo courtesy of Vishnu Mandir Hindu Temple

HINDU FESTIVAL AT VISHNU MANDIR TEMPLE
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QUEENS BANKING OFFICES BROOKLYN BANKING OFFICE

BRONX BANKING OFFICE

April 11, 2014 
is

Teach Your Child
to Save Day!
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Open to children ages 5-20, Weeknights 6pm to 8 pm

Promote your child’s social and  
communication skills as you enjoy bowling  

and baseball as a family!

Now enrolling for Spring 2014
914-375-8999

Monique Johnson has 
spent 43 years, almost 
her entire life, living at 
the Throgs Neck Houses 
and is now on her second 
run as the president of its 
Resident Council.  

She’s seen the ups and 
downs of both the devel-
opment and her own life. 

She views her work at 
the Throgs Neck Houses 
as part of God’s plan for 
her.

She decided to com-
mit her life to helping her 
community when she hit 
rock-bottom spiritually 
during and after serv-
ing a prison sentence for 
drugs from 1989 to 1991. 

“My attitude for so 
long was that I took out of 
my community, and now 
it was time to give back,” 
Johnson of her first elec-
tion in 1992.

It was a post she held 
for about eight years. She 
then worked with trou-
bled youth while earning 
a bachelors degree from 
the College of New Ro-
chelle in 2007. 

After a brief stint at 
a new job, she decided 
to dedicate her life once 
again to working full-
time to help 5,000 fellow 
community members.

She helps residents of 
the 724 apartments: deal-
ing with the Housing Au-
thority and the NYPD, 
finding ways to positively 
influence youth, and 
helping residents realize 
there are jobs and oppor-
tunities. 

She recalled what 
the Throgs Neck Houses 
were like when she was 

growing up, and knows 
they can do better.

Years ago there was 
also more Housing Au-
thority staff that helped 
build community, she 
said.

“The main issue here 
is a shortage of staff, and 
because of this, work 
that should be done does 
not get done in a timely 
fashion,” said Williams. 
“Because this is a city 
agency, the upkeep of this 
project is not a priority 
until attention is brought 
by the media and NY-
CHA’s hand is forced.” 

As far as success in 
life and in helping others, 
Johnson said “it is all 
about relationships,” that 
help build a community 
by connecting people.

“Everyone has an as-
signment from God that 

you have to complete 
based on your experi-
ences,” said Johnson. 
“This is my assignment. 
I made it out of the grips, 
and my job is to reach 
back, take someone 
else’s hand, and get them 
back.”

Bronx
neighbors

PROFILE

BIO BITS 

Monique Johnson
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CHEEKS      NECK                           UPPER ARMS                  STOMACH                        BUTT  THIGHS

JAWLINE

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S T H E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Fillers
Injections

The New Generation of 
SKIN TIGHTENING is here... Offering the 

latest in
Laser Hair Removal  

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

BEFORE

AFTER

WHY SHOULD WOMEN HAVE ALL THE FUN!

MALE LAUGH 
LINE SPECIAL

BRING A BUDDY AND GET ONE 
FREE FILLER SYRINGE. 

Average Syringe Price $400

Free Consultation. Limited Time Offer.

“Look as beautiful as you are….”
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1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FIND US ON:

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Bring on the patients.
The fi fth busiest hospi-

tal emergency department 
in the nation now has a 
brand new look.

Offi cials and local lead-
ers cut the ribbon Friday, 
April 4 on the new and im-
proved Emergency Depart-
ment at Lincoln Medical 
Center.

The $24 million expan-
sion and renovation in-
cluded adult, pediatric and 
psychiatric emergency ar-
eas with the aim of improv-
ing patient fl ow and com-
fort. 

The hospital, run by city 
Health and Hospitals Cor-
poration, sits in the heart 
of the South Bronx on 149th 
Street, with its Emergency 
Department dealing with 
more that 177,000 visits ev-
ery year.

“Lincoln Medical Cen-
ter is the 5th busiest emer-
gency department in the na-
tion and the busiest single 
site emergency department 

in our region” said Denise 
Soares, senior vice presi-
dent of Northern Manhat-
tan Health Network. “We 
are working hard to bring 
a new level of health care 
services to the Bronx com-
munity.”

Soares noted that Lin-
coln has the highest rates 
of ED visits, hospitaliza-
tions, and mortality due to 
asthma in New York State, 
in addition to high rates of 
diabetes and heart disease.

The renovated Emer-
gency Department includes 
new asthma treatment 
rooms.

Dr. Fernando Jara, Lin-
coln’s chair of Emergency 
Medicine, said that each 
year more than 15,000 vis-
its to Lincoln’s ED result 
in hospital admission, and 
about 2,000 of those pa-
tients are admitted directly 
to the hospital’s Intensive 
Care Units. Improvements 
includes four dedicated 
trauma bays.

“The enhanced space 

equips our dedicated team 
of health care professionals 
with the tools necessary to 
quickly identify life threat-
ening situations and initi-
ate immediate care,” said 
Jara.

Also upgraded are the 
centralized nursing sta-
tions with direct views 
of patient rooms to better 
monitor them. The stations 
are also equipped with 
more computers to reduce 

nurses’ waiting time to pro-
cess patient information.

The renovation and ex-
pansion has been in prog-
ress for several years.

“Closing down even part 
of the existing ED was out 

of the question,” said Stalco 
Construction Project Man-
ager Keith Ward.  “Work 
took part in three phases to 
ensure the emergency de-
partment, which operates 
24/7/365, remained open 
and able to take in patients 
as usual.”  

The completion of the 
adult ED area is the fi nal 
phase of the expansion proj-
ect and will be available to 
patients by mid-May, ac-
cording to a hospital state-
ment.

“This milestone is a 
great step forward in grow-
ing HHC Lincoln Medical 
Center as a state-of-the-art 
facility,” said Milton Nu-
ñez, Lincoln’s executive di-
rector.

While the expansion 
is exciting, the opening 
comes with the challenge 
of making sure the depart-
ment runs smoothly, said 
Soares.

“Now the real work be-
gins.”

Louis Iglhaut, associate executive director of facilities at Lincoln Medical Center (left) and Milton 
Nunez, executive director, show off city hospital’s new Emergency Department at the ribbon cutting 
on Friday, April 4. Photo by Edwin Soto

New ER for Lincoln Hospital
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The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

     
    

   
   

   
   

   
   

  Y
OU

R N
EIG

HBORHOOD - YOUR NEW
S ®



2
9

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    A

p
r

il 1
1

-
1

7
, 2

0
1

4
   



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 A
p

r
il

 1
1

-
1

7
, 2

0
1

4
   

   
3

0

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A Throggs Neck veteran 

who served his country 
wound up having to go to 
an elected offi cial after his 
country failed to serve him.

Ivan Colon, who served 
in the U.S. Navy, Army and 
National Guard for 23 years, 
spent six months trying to 
get the Veterans Adminis-
tration to restore his dis-
ability payments after he 
shifted bank accounts in Oc-
tober 2013 and the VA put the 
freeze on payments.

The bureaucratic battle 
raged on monthly, with Co-
lon continuing to give the VA 
both his old and new bank 
account numbers, but to no 
avail, he complained.

He fi nally wound up 
reaching out to state Senator 
Jeff Klein’s offi ce for help to 
untangle the mess.

VA; ‘wait and see’

Due to lingering effects 
from an ankle injury he suf-
fered in the Navy in the late 

1970s, Colon had been re-
ceiving $130 a month since 
2011 —not a lot, he says, 
but enough to supplement 
his salary as an investiga-
tor with the AIG insurance 
company to help out with 
monthly bills on his and 
his wife’s Sampson Avenue 
home.

When the checks stopped 
coming after the bank ac-
count shift, Colon said he’d 
call the VA each month, try-
ing to clear up the new bank 
account situation, but was 
told simply that the depart-
ment was “reviewing” it.

“They told me to wait and 
see,” he said. “But I didn’t 
know what they were re-
viewing!”

Boost from Klein

Fed up with the payment 
lag, Colon turned to Klein, 
who has a district offi ce 
nearby. Klein was able to put 
heat on the VA to speed up 
the process, and by March 
Colon’s disability checks 

were back in the mail. The 
VA even paid off all of the 
payments they had missed 
over the last six months, he 
said.

“They took care of it right 
away,” said Colon of Klein’s 
offi ce, “and I can’t thank 
them enough.”

“When you’re on a fi xed 

income, going without 
monthly payments can have 
a profound impact on your 
day-to-day,” said Klein. “ I’m 
pleased we were able to put 

an end to this runaround 
and get Mr. Colon, someone 
who has sacrifi ced so much 
for our country, the relief he 
deserves.”

VA: ‘working hard’

The Department of Vet-
eran Affairs, when contacted 
for this story, was not able to 
provide particular details of 
Colon’s case.

But Jim Blue, regional 
director of the VA’s offi ce of 
public and intergovernmen-
tal affairs, did send over this 
statement:

“We are investigating 
the circumstances regard-
ing his situation and will fol-
low up with Mr. Colon to see 
that this matter is fully re-
solved,” he wrote. “VA holds 
in the highest regard the 
sacrifi ces made by our coun-
try’s Veterans and are work-
ing hard to make sure that 
they and their family mem-
bers receive the benefi ts to 
which they are entitled in a 
timely manner.”

Senator Klein steps in to help restore disability checks

Throggs Neck veteran Ivan Colon says Veteran Affairs delayed his benefi t checks from October to 
March, which made paying rent on his Samspon Ave. home a stretch. Photo by Ben Kochman

Local veteran crunched by VA
©
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Our Video Tributes are more than a unique way  
to show the past–they’re a remarkable way to 

share memories.  You provide old photos of fam-
ily and friends and we’ll develop a one-of-a-kind  

video montage.  It’s then set to music and shown 
at the service.  Treasure it for the day.  Keep it  
forever.  Video Tributes…a moving experience.

Video Tributes from 
our funeral home

G   ive us old snapshots 
and we’ll give you a new 

way of remembering.

726 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY

(718) 828-1800
www.LuccheseFuneralHome.com

This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese 
(NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

Joseph A. Lucchese
F U N E R A L  H O M E ,  I N C .
R i b u s t e l l o  &  S o n ,  I n c .
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Learn the law visit  www.NYTEASEA.com  ���

We understand that parking and 
sanitation laws in New York can be 
di��cult to understand and �ollow.

This ad is paid for by members of CWA Local 1182  
�������	
�������	�������������
����	
�����������

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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Expires 4/15/2014

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

The Bronx Council on 

the Arts’ Bronx Writers 

Center presents Reinven-
tion Through the Every-
day, a free, hands-on poetry 
workshop with Bronx poet 
Bonafi de Rojas, on Monday, 
April 14, 6:30-8:30pm, at the 
future home of the Bronx 
Council on the Arts at 2700 
East Tremont Avenue (cor-
ner of St. Raymond Avenue) 
in Westchester Square. Ad-
mission is free and all are 
welcome!

Bronx native and poet 
Bonafi de Rojas will lead 
this workshop and com-
bined book presentation 
for his latest title “RENO-
VATIO,” from Grand Con-
course Press.

He will discuss how re-
invention and renovation 
have allowed him to not 
only survive, but to thrive, 
under demanding and chal-
lenging circumstances. 
Bonafi de will share his ap-
proaches and methods and 
will share the newest poems 
created by this alchemical 
assembling of language.

This workshop and com-
bined book presentation 
will include time for par-
ticipants to write and share 
their own original mate-
rial. Copies of RENOVATIO 
will also be on hand to pur-
chase.

Charlie Vázquez, Di-
rector of the Bronx Writ-
ers Center, says, “Bonafi de 
Rojas’ work is fi lled with 
a variety of emotions and 
cultural references and it’s 
been a wonderful experi-
ence to collaborate with 
him, both for this workshop 
and for the editing of his 
previous book, When the 
City Sleeps. 

It will be of great value 
to Bronx poets of all levels 
and styles to see and hear 
him discuss his writing 
process and the strategies 
he employs to construct 
powerful and passionate 
imagery through the writ-
ten word.”

Reserve your seat at 
https://inprogress4142014.
eventbrite.com.

Fore further informa-
tion  call 718-931-9500 x21, e-
mail bronxwriters@bronx-
arts.org, or visit the Bronx 
Writers Center’s web pages 
at www.bronxarts.org.

* * *

Check out some of the 
highlights from the April 
calendar of events for the 
Van Nest Library, located 
on Barnes Avenue between 
Lydig Avenue and Pelham 
Parkway South: 

* Free Tax Preparation - 
Tax preparers will continue 
to be on site on Mondays 
offering free assistance 
preparing individual tax 
returns (including for the 
self-employed). The library 
is now accepting walk-ins 
between 11:30 am and 4:30 
pm. Monday 14 at 11:30 am.

* YuGiOh! Contest - The 
library’s regularly sched-
uled Teen Advisory Group 
on April 15 will feature a 
YuGiOh! card game tourna-
ment. Interested teens can 
sign up in advance at the 
Information Desk. Tuesday, 
April 15 at 3:30 pm.

* Plus all of regular story 
time, craft, science, discus-
sion, movie, computer and 
gaming programs.

More information can be 
found at its website: http://
www.nypl.org/locations/
tid/80/calendar.

* * *

The St. Barnabas Hos-

pital Teen Health Center 
and its faith-based partner 
City of Truth Covenant 
Church invite the public to 
attend a presentation on the 
highlights of their recently 
completed fi ve-week bible 
study course, Let’s Talk 
About Sex Using the Book 
of Leviticus, on Wednesday, 
April 16 from 7 – 9 p.m. at 
the City of Truth Covenant 
Church, 4617 White Plains 
Road (between 240th & 241st 
streets). 

At this time, a panel of 
experts will address the 
health disparities revolv-
ing around STIs/STDs, 
HIV and teen pregnancy in 
The Bronx, as well as the 
importance of the church 

(and other faith based or-
ganizations) in discussing 
such sensitive issues.  The 
Bronx is the city’s epicenter 
in terms of teen pregnancy, 
and the spread among 
young people of STDs and 
HIV.

* * *

Sanitation Commis-
sioner Kathryn Garcia has 
announced that the Depart-
ment of Sanitation will be 
holding its annual SAFE 
Disposal Event in the Bronx 
on May 11 to provide bor-
ough residents with a one-
stop method to safely dis-
pose of potentially harmful 
household products.

 The event will be held 
Sunday, May 11 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. in the Orchard 
Beach Parking Lot.

NYC residents should 
bring products such as 
pesticides, strong clean-
ers, mercury-containing 
devices, paints, oils, elec-
tronics, and medications to 
this year’s SAFE Disposal 
Events. Only NYC residen-
tial waste will be accepted.

To identify harmful 
products, look for the fol-
lowing signal words: DAN-
GER, WARNING, POISON, 
or CAUTION. Products la-
beled DANGER represent 
the highest hazard level. 
Please also bring any other 
materials stored in your 
home that you know may be 
harmful.

Materials collected dur-
ing the DSNY SAFE Dis-
posal Events will be re-
cycled, blended for fuel, or 
sent to licensed hazardous 
waste treatment facilities. 
In order to properly man-
age these materials, DSNY 
relies on several partners 
and contractors including 
Covanta Energy, Electronic 
Recyclers International, 
HopeLine® from Verizon, 
the Mayor’s Offi ce to Com-
bat Domestic Violence, and 
Veolia ES Technical Solu-
tions.

 For further information 
visit www.nyc.gov/safedis-
posal or call 311.

BCA Poetry workshop
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BINGO FUNDRAISER FOR TROOPS

The Theodore Korony Post #253 held its annual Chris Engeldrum Support Our Troops Bingo game at 
the Samuel Young Post American Legion Post #620 in Pelham Bay on Friday, March 28. The proceeds 
go to buy supplies to Support Our Troops Overseas. Enjoying the evening is Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto with event organizers (l-r) Judy Lanci, Dolores Stoltze, Colleen McCarthy, Lisa Tiru, and 
Cathy Praino. Benedetto presented citations of merit. Photo by Aracelis Batista

TRUMP ORGANIZATION JOINS TNMA
The Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association welcomed Donald 
Trump’s real estate fi rm into 
the merchants association at 
the new Trump golf course 
at Ferry Point Park on Friday 
March 28. Sharing a moment 
are The Trump Organization’s 
Joe Roediger (c) with the TN-
BA’s president (l) and Bobby 
Flowers of Anthony’s Flower 
Farm. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

CARDINAL HAYES HALL OF FAME

Cardinals Hayes High School has a new crop of Hall of Famers. This year’s athletes were honored at a 
ceremony at Marina del Ray on Mar. 22. The “Hayesman of the Year” was Bronxite and TV host Regis 
Philbin. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

CITY ISLAND WOMEN’S HER-STORY

Women on City Island celebrated their annual Herstory month on Sunday, March 23 at the City Island 
Community Center. The celebration featured speakers and group discussion about women’s history. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

MERCY COLLEGE AWARD CEREMONY

Mercy College hosted its Leadership Awards on March 20 at Marina  del Rey in Throggs Neck. Honorees 
were John Calvelli, The Farenga Family (pictured), and Dr. Simeon Schwartz. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

GAELIC
FOOTBALL
PLAQUE

DEDICATED

Family and friends gathered in 
Gaelic Park Saturday, April 5 
to unveil memorial plaque to 
Billy Feighery, who died at age 
16 as a result of a head injury 
sustained while playing Gaelic 
football in the Kingsbridge park 
more than 60 years ago. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

r
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Emily Batista looks festive during St. Ray’s celebrations. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

At St. Raymond Elementary School in Parkchester, the school held a parade and Easter Egg Extravaganza on Tuesday, April 
15 Enjoying St. Ray’s celebration are (l-r) Ashante Diaz,Tyasia Laws, Christian Jones. 
 Photo by Walter Pofedlt

East Bronx Catholic schools got into the spirit of the Easter season a little early with bright,
colorful celebrations of the most important holiday in the Christian religious calendar. 

St. Raymond’s Elementary student 
Carmelo Ayala’s Easter hat is almost 
as tall as he is - maybe more. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Gariella Fava enjoys pizza after an Eas-
ter egg hunt and other fun activities at 
St. Francis Xavier. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Filippo Ferron looks like one cool cat as he gets 
his face painted at the St. Francis celebration. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

St. Francis Xavier School in Morris Park held a school Bunny Brunch on 
Friday, April 4.(Above) Gabriella Fava enjoyed drawing during the St. 
Francis Easter Celebration.                                 Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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FORMAN MILLS COAT GIVEAWAY

The Forman Mills coat store donated $10,000 worth of winter gear at its Bronx store on Third Avenue 
Mar. 7. Several hundred people were selected by the Jericho Project, BronxWorks, and various elected 
offi cials to receive a $20 voucher for a free winter coat. (Above) Bill Nosek, Forman Mills District 
Manager; Cathy Sharp, director, individual and &#xA;corporate relations for BronxWorks; Kangol Kid, 
recording artist; and Shelly Williams, Forman Mills community relations director. 
 Photo courtesy Forman Mills

CO-OP CITY PASSOVER FOOD DELIVERY

On a day different most other days, the Bronx Jewish Community Council (BJCC) delivered over 500 
Passover food packages Sunday, Apr. 6 to home-bound Jewish eldery. The volunteer work was part 
of Project HOPE, a semi-annual event with hundreds of do-gooders delivering food packages to low-
income and isolated elderly. (Above) Sara Herlands, Samantha Herlands, Marvin Duvin, Susan Solow-
Duvin, Rebecca Duvin Photo by Aracelis Batista

City Councilmember Jimmy Vacca and NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer wish longtime community lead-
er Blanche Comras Rifkin a happy 98th Birthday at the Bronx House in Pelham Parkway. 
 Photo courtesy of the offi ce of Councilmember Jimmy Vacca

VACCA, STRINGER CELEBRATE WITH RIFKIN

NEW YORK 
INSTITUTE

FOR SPECIAL
EDUCATION

About 200 students ages 3-18 
at the New York Institute for 
Special Education on Pelham 
Parkway participated in their 
annual Science Fair on March 
27. Experiments and exhibits 
were tied to this year’s theme 
of “Reuse; &; Recycle.” 
 Photo courtesy of Rubenstein 
Associates, Inc.
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    Choose One                                                                                                         

Seasoned Fried Calamari
served with marinara sauce 

Sliced Tomato and Mozzarella
with frantoiano olives& roasted red peppers                                                                                     

Zucchini Sticks
served with marinara sauce                               

Popcorn Shrimp
served with tartar sauce                                                                                                                                            

Baked Clams Oreganata                                                                                           
chopped clams mixed with seasoned breadcrumbs                                                                                                                 

Golden Fried Chicken Fingers                                                                                        
served with a honey mustard sauce                                                                                                           

Potato Skins Topped with Bacon & Cheddar                                                                                         
served with sour cream

       Choose One                                                                                                                            

Mixed Greens Salad with choice of dressing                                                                                                       
or Soup D’Jour                                                           

        Choose One                                             

Succulent Roast Leg of American Lamb                                                                                    
served with lamb gravy                                                                                                                                      

10 oz. Fillet Mignon ( add $3)                                                                                                                                 
served with a mushroom demi glaze                                                                                                                              

Roast Prime Rib of  Angus Beef  (add $3)                                                                                                                  
slow roasted & served with Au jus                                                                                                      

Chicken Franchise                                                                                                                                    
lightly battered & sautéed fi let of chicken with a lemon butter sauce                                                           

Stuffed Filet of Sole                                                                                                                               
seasoned crabmeat wrapped around teder fi lets of sole 

with a light lemon butter sauce                                                                                  
Pistachio Crusted Salmon                                                                                                               

served with a Dijon mustard cream sauce                                                                                                  

Chicken Cordon Bleu
Breaded chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese and served with

a light cream pan gravy

All above Entrees are served with a choice  of 
potato and creamed spinach and turnips                                                                                                                                         

Seafood Penne
shrimp, scallops, & sundried tomatoes in a mushroom cream sauce                                                                                                                                           

Choose One                                                                                              
Carrot Cake, Bread Pudding, New York Cheesecake 

Easter Sunday
    Dinner Menu

includes appetizer, salad, 
entrée, dessert, tea/coffee

$32
Mozzarella Sticks with fries 

Chicken Fingers with fries

Mini Sliders with fries

Mini Lamb Dinner
with mashed potato, turnips and lamb gravy

Pasta with butter or marinara sauce

Choice of Chocolate or Vanilla Ice-Cream
Unlimited Soda/Juice or Milk
        

$995

This Menu Is Available A La Carte

The Wicked Wolf
Restaurant & Bar

4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
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ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042

BY BEN KOCHMAN
These owls have a wise 

eye for traffi c safety.
An alert group of kinder-

garteners at Hunt’s Point’s 
P.S. 75 – where the winged 
creature is the mascot – 
have won a neighborhood 
traffi c safety poster con-
test run by the local police 
precinct and community 
board.

The kids’ posters will 
soon hang on a street pole at 
one of the area’s most trou-
blesome traffi c hotspots, 
if all goes according to the 
precinct and community 
board’s plan.

‘Vision Zero’ localized

“We care about this,” 
said Deputy Inspector 
Philip Rivera, commanding 
offi cer at the Four-One Pre-
cinct. “A lot of us have kids 
in the community, and we 
wanted to put their artwork 
out there so people can see 
how much the kids care 
about being safe.”

Locals started the poster 
contest as a response to 
Mayor deBlasio’s embrace 
of “Vision Zero,” the push 
to rid the city of traffi c 
deaths. Police at the pre-
cinct have also said they 
are increasing the amount 
of summonses handed out 
for motorist speeding and 
failure to yield to pedestri-
ans within the precinct.

But pedestrian aware-
ness is crucial too, Rivera 
said. P.S. 75’s poster—meant 
to remind walkers to cross 
the street safely — was cho-
sen from a fi eld of nine fi -
nalists. Its clean-cut design 
took the win by a long shot.

“We tallied all the votes,” 
said Rafael Salamanca Jr., 
CB 2’s district manager, 
“and none of them could 
compete with that poster.”

Klein doles out prize

At an event announc-
ing the winners on Apr. 
3, Salamanca and Rivera 
were joined by the Bronx 

borough commander, As-

sistant Chief Lawrence Ni-

kunen and State Senator 

Jeff Klein, who was fresh 
off fi nishing the state bud-
get up in Albany.

“You would think that 
adults would know better,” 

said Klein to the assembled 
group of kindergarteners. 
“But I think that today 
we’ve learned that kids re-
ally know more than adults 

about how to be safe.”
The community board 

says it is now working with 
the Department of Trans-
portation to get permission 
to laminate and then hang 
the posters on street poles 
at dangerous intersections. 

Wise words

Precinct statistics show 
that the area’s worst corner 
is Hunt’s Point Avenue and 
Bruckner Boulevard, said 
Rivera.

Salamanca said he’d 
also like to hang some of 
the other winning posters 
at other trouble corners.

Students at P.S. 75 were 
excited to win the contest 
—and had some words of 
wisdom for pedestrians and 
motorists alike.

“In the whole entire 
world,” said Christopher 
Matthew, kindergartener at 
P.S. 75 and one of the post-
er’s designers, “The traffi c 
light will always be there 
for you.”

Kindergarteners win safety poster contest

The ‘owls’ of P.S. 75’s kindergarten class were wise enough to win the neighborhood’s traffi c safety 
contest, with a host of local offi cials behind them to celebrate. Courtesy Sen. Klein’s offi ce

P.S. 75 named traffi c champs
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PRIME RIB TUESDAYS  
14OZ CUT OF

BLACK ANGUS PRIME RIB
Au Jus W/Creamy Horseradish 

Sauce Served
With Soup Du Jour Or Clipper 

Garden Salad
Baked Potato & Vegetable

CHOICE OF BREAD PUDDING, RICE PUDDING 
OR ICE CREAM

$1895

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

$700
 BAR

Lunches
Early Bird DinnerSunday Brunch Friday Nights

DJ
SHANE

at

10
PM

$1295

Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Captain’s Cabin
NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES - CATERING TO GROUPS 20-70

Special Packages Available - Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

HAPPY 17TH BIRTHDAY TO THE CLIPPER

MONDAY & TUESDAY NIGHT BAR SPECIALS
WINGS N’ THINGS | 8–10 PM

25¢ WINGS
$5 SHRIMP & CLAM SPECIALS (CHANGE WEEKLY)

$5 IRISH NACHOS
$2 SLIDERS

BUCKET OF NIPS SPECIALS @ BAR ONLY
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Ask us how you can take advantage of these special offers and get 
a $100 cash bonus with direct deposit into your checking account!

*Totally Free ExtraValue Checking account requires $100 minimum opening balance.  Direct Deposit $100 bonus 
offer for new accounts only. **Receipt of $100 bonus  is contingent upon establishing Direct Deposit of a recurring 
payment into the newly established checking account and that Direct Deposit must be verified within 60 days of 
account opening, prior to crediting the $100 to the account.  To qualify for this offer, a recurring payment must be 
payroll, Federal/state government benefit, or pension benefit checks.  The $100 will be considered interest earned on 
your checking account for the year in which it was received and it may be necessary to report this as taxable income 
for that calendar year.  Checking account cannot be opened with funds from an existing Apple Bank account.  One 
bonus offer per customer.   Employees of Apple Bank and its subsidiaries and their immediate family are not eligible 
for $100 bonus.  ***CDs require minimum deposit of $1,000 to open and earn interest.  Early withdrawal penalties 
may apply.  Accounts must be opened in person at an Apple Bank branch.  Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective 
as of October 22, 2013 and may be changed by the Bank at any time.    Offers may be discontinued by the Bank at 
any time without prior notice.  

Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com � 914-902-2775

wIth Direct Deposit into TOTALLY
FREE ExtraValue Checking

Get
$100**

TOTALLY FREE
ExtraValue
Checking* 1.05% 

$1,000 minimum to open

2 Year CD

APY***

“My Apple Bank has Free 
Checking Plus a $100 Bonus
with Direct Deposit!” Castle Hill  

Funeral Directors, Inc.
1528 Castle Hill Avenue

Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

This winter has been 
one of the coldest on record, 
but spring allergy season is 
already beginning and it’s 
time for sufferers to start 
preparing now. An esti-
mated 50 million Ameri-
cans suffer from allergies, 
which are commonly called 
hay fever. Symptoms in-
clude itchy eyes, nose and 
throat; sneezing; stuffy or 

runny nose; tearing or dark 
circles under the eyes.

 “Even with snow still 
on the ground, trees have 
started budding and are the 
fi rst to produce pollen, cre-
ating major problems for 
people with allergies,” said 
David Rosenstreich, M.D., 
director of the Division of 
Allergy and Immunology 
at Montefi ore Medical Cen-

ter. “The symptoms people 
experience often resemble a 
common cold, but, if it hap-
pens every year at this time, 
it’s most likely allergies.”

An allergy symptom is 
the result of the immune 
system overreacting. It mis-
takes the pollen for a for-
eign invader and attacks it, 
which leads to the release 
of chemicals called hista-

mines into the blood. The 
histamine travels through 
the blood and latches onto 
histamine receptors on 
other cells, causing them 
to swell. This infl ammation 
causes many familiar al-
lergy symptoms.

People with asthma are 
especially affected by aller-
gies and may have asthma 
attacks, which can be dan-
gerous and even life-threat-
ening. Asthma often is trig-
gered by allergies; however 
most people with allergies 
do not develop asthma.

Over-the-counter medi-
cations often make people 
experiencing allergies feel 
better, but if they experi-
ence diffi culty breathing 
or the symptoms become 
more severe, they should 
seek medical attention. 
Antihistamine drugs work 
by blocking the histamine 
from affecting these cells. 
Additionally, a physician 
can prescribe stronger 
medications if needed.

 “By taking medicine 

early, you can prevent the 
symptoms before they be-
gin,” Dr. Rosenstreich said. 
“If you start after the symp-
toms are in full swing, it’s 
much harder to stop the 
allergic reaction than to 
prevent it from the begin-
ning.”

In addition to medica-
tions, lifestyle changes also 
can help relieve symptoms. 
Several to consider include:
• Limiting outdoor activi-
ties during days with high 
pollen counts.
• Keeping windows closed 
(at home or in the car) to 
keep pollen out.
• Installing your air condi-
tioners early, since they’re 
ideal for fi ltering the out-
side air that comes into 
your home.
• Washing your hair after 
coming indoors.
• Refraining from mowing 
lawns or raking leaves be-
cause this stirs up pollen 
and molds.
• Avoiding hanging sheets 
or clothes outside to dry.

 There are generally 
three pollen seasons that 
vary in different parts of 
the country. Early spring 
is typically when trees pol-
linate, with birch, cedar, 
cottonwood and pine trees 
causing the biggest aller-
gic triggers. Tree pollina-
tion in the Northeast has 
already begun, according 
to Dr. Rosenstreich, and 
lasts through early June, 
but can be almost year-
round in warmer climates. 
Grass pollen allergies typi-
cally arise in late spring, 
and weeds cause hay fever 
from the summer through 
the fall. Ragweed is often 
one of the biggest offenders 
in most regions, as it can 
grow in nearly every envi-
ronment.

“There’s no reason for 
people with allergies to suf-
fer,” Dr. Rosenstreich said. 
“As long as you take the 
proper precautions, you 
should be able to enjoy the 
outdoors and make the most 
of the warm weather.”

Beware start of allergy season

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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$425,000

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

$399,000 $469,000

GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

CNG IS LOOKING FOR YOU!
ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES TO 

WORK WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES

CNG (Community Newspaper Group), a division of the New York 
Post, is New York City’s largest network of local weekly newspapers, 
distributing hundreds of thousands of papers in Brooklyn, Queens, 
and the Bronx. In addition, CNG publishes specialty magazines and 
local websites. 

We are seeking motivated outside sales reps to sell ads in our newspa-
pers, magazines and websites. The positions involve selling advertising, 
working closely with clients to achieve and exceed their expectations, 
maintaining and developing a client base and seeking new business 
opportunities through face-to-face sales calls within your territory.

When applying for this position, please send your resume and cover 
letter to: 
Brian Rice

Email: brice@cnglocal.com

Tel: 718-260-4537 A News Corporation CompanyCNG is an EOE.

REQUIREMENTS & QUALIFICATIONS

Good written and verbal communication skills

Basic computer skills

Ability to work in a close team environment

Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, 
medical, expenses & paid vacation

Outside Sales 
Positions in The Bronx

 

 

PORT
MORRIS

PELHAM
BAY

CO-OP
CITY

CIY ISLAND

THROGS 
NECK

COUNTRY
CLUB

CASTLE
HILL

WESTCHESTER
SQUARE

MORRIS
PARK

PELHAM
PARKWAY

EASTCHESTER

PELHAM
BAY

PARK

PARKCHESTER

SCHUYLERVILEUNION PORT
WEST

FARMS

WILLIAMSBRIDGE

WOODLAWN

WAKEFIED

KINGSBRIDGE

FORDHAM

BELMONT

EAST
TREMONT

SOUND
VIEW
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MOTT
HAVEN

GRAND
CONCOURSE

UNIVERSITY
HEIGHTS

RIVERDALE

NORTH
RIVERDALE

FIELDSTON

NORWOODWORK 
CLOSE TO 
HOME! 
SELL ADS AND 
MARKETING 
TO LOCAL 
BUSINESSES.

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BRONX?
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920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 

12/31/13Exp. 3/31/1404/30/14

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

Country Life, Twin Labs, Schiff, Solgar, New Chapter, Nature’s Way 
Vitamins & Herbs, Source Natural, Nature’s Herb’s and Jarrow

WE ACCEPT EBT

HEALTHY LIVING

WE CARRY A
WIDE VARIETY OF

Fresh Organic Produce 
Gluten Free Foods

And So Much More

2173 White Plains Road
OPEN

7 DAYS 718-931-4335

SALE - 25%
NEW CHAPTER, NATURES WAY, NORTIC 

NATURAL, JARROW, KAL-SOLARAY, 
TWIN LABS, YOGI TEAS, ALVITA TEAS

OFF
MSR

SALE - 50% OFF
MSR

INFORM

WE ACCEPT MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

SALE ENDS 04/30/14

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY
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NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

SAVE THIS ADSAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING
Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY

Sale valid April 1st to April 30th, 2014

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or

FREE
in Home

Estimates

GOT LEAKS? • WATER DAMAGE? • DRAFTS?
Free Energy Audit and Leak Detection Available

NO
SALES
TAX!

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL & FIBERGLASS
DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP
MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

$149900

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
      Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door knob/Dead Bolt

BRASS
LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$34900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$48900$63900

COUPON

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$13900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

SLIDERS OR
HOPPERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

Energy Star WindowsSUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

ON SALE
$18900

REG.
$39900

COUPON

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors 
& Sizes available

37500Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON
GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7 '

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550
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AMSU theater presented “In the Heights” on March 28, 29, and 30th. The girls of the Academy of Mount 
St. Ursula teamed up with the boys of All Hallows High School, Fordham Preparatory School, and 
Mount St. Michael Academy to deliver an exceptional song and dance performance . The cast mostly 
consisted of freshmen and sophomores who rose to the occasion. The cast of “In the Heights” may not 
live in Washington Heights but showing off that Latin spice was second nature for these young actors. 
The cast, crew and musical performance was spectacular according to members of the audience. Au-
dience member Sharon Davis said : “It was absolutely fantastic! I enjoyed every moment of the show. It 
was wonderful and refreshing to see young people doing great things with their lives!” AMSU Alumna 
Celeste Cruz ‘01 writes: “ The show was spectacular! Great cast! Wonderful dance routines! Powerful 
voices and beautiful stage and special effects and lighting!”  

MT. ST. URSULA PERFORMS “IN THE HEIGHTS”

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Preston High School an-
nounces that the 6th An-
nual Golf Classic will be 
held Wednesday, May 7th 
at Westchester Hills Golf 
Club.  At the classic, Pres-
ton will honor two success-
ful Bronx Buisness owners; 
Board of Trustees member 
Regina Gallagher Marengo, 
President, Ensign Engi-
neering; as well as Preston 
Parent Alumnus John Squi-
tieri of Sanitation Salvage 
and Manida Fuel Oil. 

“Preston High School 
is delighted to honor two 
distinguished Bronx resi-
dents with strong ties to 
our school and the greater 
Bronx community.  Re-
gina Gallagher Marengo, 
co-founder of Ensign Engi-
neering, P.C., and an active 
member of Preston’s Board 
of Trustees since 2008, is a 
wonderful role model for 
young women interested 
in careers in the STEM 
(Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathemat-
ics) fi elds. John Squitieri 
is the proud parent of two 
recent Preston alumnae 
and owner of two local busi-
nesses—Sanitation Salvage 
and Manida Fuel Oil Cor-

Preston’s Golf Classic
poration.  Both of our hon-
orees exemplify the values 
of active participation in 
community and service to 
others that we seek to in-
still in our students. Regina 
is a commissioned offi cer 
in the U.S. Naval Reserve’s 
Civil Engineer Corps who 
has served several tours of 
duty in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. John is an active 
member of the Throgs Neck 
Merchants Association and 
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce as well as a loyal and 
generous sponsor of several 
youth groups, including 
the Throgs Neck Girls Soft-
ball League and the Morris 
Park Roller Hockey League, 
and a supporter of NYC’s 
Department of Sanitation 
Holy Name Society. Our 
honorees deserve to be rec-
ognized not only for their 
personal and professional 
achievements but also for 
their commendable service 
to others.”, stated principal 
Jane Grendell. 

Breakfast and golfer 
registration begins at 8am, 
with the game start at 
9:30am. Golfers will enjoy 
a sumptuous barbeque at 
the turn as well as snacks 

and refreshments at water-
ing holes throughout the 
course.  Lunch, an awards 
ceremony and a live and si-
lent auction will follow the 
game.  Pricing per golfer is 
$225 (all inclusive – greens 
fees, carts, breakfast, lunch, 
food at the turn and thank 
you gift) with special pric-
ing for foursomes.   Spon-
sorship opportunities are 
available beginning at $100.

The proceeds from the 
Preston High School Golf 
Classic support all areas of 
Preston High School includ-
ing fi nancial assistance and 
scholarships; technology ex-
pansion and enhancements; 
Student Life; professional 
development; campus up-
grades; and athletic and co-
curricular programs.  

The Preston High School 
Golf Classic is made pos-
sible thanks to the generos-
ity of the title sponsor, The 
Westchester Bank as well 
as many local businesses, 
friends, and supporters.  For 
more information about the 
Preston Golf Classic please 
contact Jennifer Geideman, 
Tournament Administra-
tor at (718) 863-9134 ext. 143 
or jgeideman@prestonhs.
org. 

The heritage of faith and the tradition of excellence in performance were much in evidence at Aquinas 
High School on the week-end of March 21 at the presentation of the spring musical Godspell.  This 
series of parables from the Gospel of Luke culminating in the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus 
was fi rst performed in 1971 and revived in 2011.  This year’s production offered a different perspective 
on the setting of the story.  Choosing a setting closer to home students chose the Bronx community 
outreach program POTS.  During intermission ribbons to support the hungry and homeless were sold 
and the proceeds were sent to POTS.  

AQUINAS SINGS PRAISE FOR ALL GOOD GIFTS



4
5

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    A

p
r

il 1
1

-
1

7
, 2

0
1

4
   

3231 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10461
718–597–5800

Urgent Care
5665 Riverdale Ave.

Bronx, NY 10471

Urgent
Care

Open 7 Days & Evenings

Most Major Insurances Accepted

No Appointment Needed

2304 Eastchester Rd.
Bronx, NY

347–913–4333

www.throggsneckwalkin.com
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BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
 Those vets who took part 

in Atomic Testing from 1945-
1962 are eligible for compen-
sation under the Radiation 
Exposure Compensation Act 
(RECA). 

Under this program 0-site 
participants can receive one-
time payments of $75,000.00, 
while miners/ore trans-
porters can get $100,000.oo 
apiece. 

Vets can receive RECA 
Benefi ts if they were ex-
posed to radiation and subse-
quently contracted illnesses 
covered by the program, in-
cluding lymphomas (other 
than Hodgkin’s Disease)

 If the eligible vet is de-
ceased, the spouse, parents, 
children and/or grandchil-
dren may be eligible for ben-
efi ts. For further info: http:/
www.justice.gov/civil/com-
mon/reca.html >

 Remember the Comedy 
Night here at the Post on Sat-
urday, May 10 at 6 p.m.. Forty 
dollars gets you in, fed and 
entertained by seven com-
ics.

 Call Mari Vasquez at 347-
657-1354 or 702-813-8165. All 
proceeds to the American 
Cancer Society.

 Trivia Time!!
 April *, 1974 saw Hank 

Aaron Hit 715 Home Runs.
 The Civil War ended 

April 9, 1865.
 On the same date in 1913, 

Ebbets Field opened.
 Again on the same date, 

in 1940, Hitler invaded Nor-
mandy.

April 9, 1942 saw the Fall 
of Bataan to the Japanese.

 Once more in 2003, 
Saddam Hussein’s statue top-
pled.  Busy day the 9th.

 Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.

BRONX WEEK 2014
Thursday, May 8 - Sunday, May 18

SPECIAL SECTION: 
Friday, May 16th Bronx Times Reporter AND  

Sunday, May 18th NY Post/Bronx Times Weekly

CELEBRATE THE BRONX - BIRTHDAY 100!

Contact Diana Boschen  718-742-3074
RATES: (INCLUDING COLOR)

Full Page
Half Page
Quarter Page
Eighth Page

9.75” x 11” 
9.75’ x 5.375”
4.8125” x 5.375”
4.8125” x 2.625” 

$600
$335
$175
$95

Full
1/2 

1/4
1/8

SHOW YOUR 

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS & ADS: 

MAY 11, 2014

AT ONE LOW PACKAGE RATE
Showcase YOUR business, organization, 

neighborhood, service or just proclaim for all  
to see...your pride in OUR community

Second Annual 

BOROUGH PRIDE

For security purposes, bags may be checked.               An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

Save on discount rail and show packages with LIRR and Metro-North at mta.info
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

SAVE TIME!  Buy Tickets Online AutoShowNY.com
Tickets are just $15, children $5

BY TOM ALLON
The U.S. Supreme Court re-

cently upheld the right of large 
donors to pour even more money 
into political campaigns. The 
opinion by the highest court 
equated the right to donate with 
the right to free speech.

Yes, our country does guar-
antee free speech as a funda-
mental right. But, some say, by 
not capping political contribu-
tions more, wealthy donors actu-
ally have more free speech than 
others. If you ask elected lead-
ers and those who have run for 
political offi ce, perhaps the most 
diffi cult challenge in mounting a 
credible campaign is the ability to 
raise enough money to be taken 
seriously.

With a citizenry that largely 
ignores most political campaigns, 
it is crucial to be able to cost-ef-
fectively convey your message 
to the 10 percent to 20 percent 
of people who actually show up 
to vote. That can be costly, es-
pecially in a large and sprawling 
metropolis like New York City, but 
it is expensive in urban and rural 
areas as well.

In an ideal world, those who 
want to run for offi ce would be re-
quired to get a minimum thresh-
old of signatures or small dona-
tions that would qualify them for 
the same amount of broadcast 
television time and free mailings 
to voters. All candidates would 
then get the same starting point 
to disseminate their message 
and would be able to use the 
same medium to get their policy 
ideas and experience out to the 
public.

But, of course, we don’t live 
in an ideal world, and there is an 
ever proliferating way of reaching 
potential voters.

Interestingly, the Internet and 
social media will probably bring 
down the cost of campaigning 
signifi cantly in the future and 

disrupt politics as they have dis-
rupted many other industries in 
the past decade such as music, 
media and television.

In the near future, at least, 
we’ll still see lots of television 
commercials and fi nd many di-
rect mail pieces in our mailboxes, 
the standard way of running cam-
paigns in the past.

The relatively new city cam-
paign fi nance system, which has 
a 6-to-1 match of donations up to 
$175 if the candidate meets cer-
tain minimum thresholds,  has 
leveled the playing fi eld. The 
past mayoral election exhibited 
that with a number of candi-
dates spending roughly the same 
amount, whoever’s message is 
most consistent and resonates 
with voters will win the day. Mayor 
Bill de Blasio had a clear, consis-
tent message.

It is important for voters to 
understand how the campaign 
fi nance system works, because 
it means that small donors can 
have a much larger impact with 
the leverage of matching funds. It 
also means that candidates must 
try to get in front of a lot of people 
during the campaign and get lots 
of relatively small donations so 
they can eventually receive the 
maximum in matching funds.

The only glitch in this system 
is when a self-funded candidate 
opts out of campaign fi nance and 
spends his or her own money to 
run. This gives a decided advan-
tage to wealthy candidates, but 
there are numerous examples in 
recent memory of wealthy candi-
dates still losing in the election, 
including Tom Golisano and Carl 
Paladino in their New York guber-
natorial races and Linda McMa-
hon in Connecticut’s U.S. Senate 
race.

Now, there is a conten-
tious battle in Albany to extend 
campaign fi nance laws to state 
elections. A lot of good govern-

ment groups are not happy that 
a comprehensive reform was not 
included in the recently passed 
budget. In fact, there was a limited 
experiment attempted with the 
state comptroller’s race this year, 
subjecting it to a new campaign 
fi nance program.

But this will actually be even 
more watered down as an experi-
ment because the current comp-
troller, Tom DiNapoli, has opted 
out of this program. DiNapoli, to 
his credit, claims it is too late in the 
process — the election is in six 
months — and that if he took part, 
he would have to refund almost $2 
million to previous donors.

He believes strongly in cam-
paign fi nance reform and has 
been its champion for a long time, 
but being made a guinea pig for a 
last-second experiment will make 
even the strongest reformer a bit 
squeamish. One could argue he 
has little to lose because no real 
challenger has emerged, but to 
start almost from scratch in fund-
raising now would open the door 
for another Democrat to challenge 
him in a primary and allow a real 
Republican to challenge him in 
the general election.Last time 
around, he faced a stiff fi ght in the 
general election, so he is right to 
be on guard.So much for that ex-
periment.

But it is important that good 
government groups continue to 
push for campaign fi nance laws 
in New York so we can make the 
playing fi eld fairer and encourage 
more citizens to take a stab at run-
ning for offi ce. That will be the true 
test of whether campaign fi nance 
reform will have the desired effect: 
bringing fresh faces and ideas to 
our political system.

Allon, president of City & State 
NY, was a Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral candidate 
in 2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him at 
tallon@cityandstateny.com.
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Thank you to Grand Marshals Nor-
een and Denis Donoghue, and Mother 
Alice McGowan as the Honored Clergy 
who led the 16th Annual Throggs Neck St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, and for their support 
of the Parade. The Parade Committee is 
grateful to have had such wonderful people 
lead the Parade, and are so happy that 
Denis was able to be there!

Thank you to the families of the Hon-
orary Grand Marshals who allowed us 
to recognize their loved ones for their 
accomplishments and contributions to the 
Bronx. Thank you to the families of Tyler 
Albert, Donald Bloss, Mary Broderick, 
John Byrne, Anne Callahan, Ken Champ-
lin, Steve Cioffi, Jack Featherstone, Richie 
Howley, Marion Hughes, Bill Kane, Ed 
Madden, John McCarthy, Ben McCooey, 
Jackie McGinty, Brian Nash, Florence 
O’Connor, Chris Provenzano, Maureen 
Roche, Mike Sack, and Mike Tarpey.

Thank you to St. Benedict’s Church, Par-
ish, ushers and Knights of Columbus for 
hosting us, and also to Fr. Norton and the 
Children’s choir led by Anne Meyer, for 
once again starting the day with such a 
beautiful Mass.

Thank you to Jim McQuade and Schuyler 
Hill Funeral Home for underwriting the 
cost of breakfast. The McQuade Family’s 
support of the Parade is so amazing, year 
after year.

Thank you to Manhattan Beer Distributors 
for their donation of the commemorative 
t-shirts, sponsorship banners and continued 
support of the Parade.

Thank you to John Curtin for helping with 
the breakfast supplies and to the wonderful 
volunteers who once again served breakfast 
to hundreds after Mass. They don’t do it 
for the thanks, but we’d be lost without 
them!  Thanks to Dan O’Connor, Robert 
“Beefman” Engel, Robert Johnson, Bren-
dan Golden, Eileen Albin, Donna Calla-
han, Liz Donnelly, Gina Guzman, Colleen 
Lewis, Carol Cooper-Lyver, Katie O’Brien, 
Jamie Skrapits, Marge Tobin, Vicki Papp, 
Aidan O’Brien, Michael Crorkin, Michael 
Wickes, Kevin and Collette Maloney, & 
Andy and Chris O’Connor. Thank you to 
the Marina del Rey who prepared the food 
gratis, that was served at breakfast and a 
special thank you to Barrino’s Market.

Thank you to the O’Brien family for 
hanging the Parade Sponsor banners at the 
Grand Stand – Ellen, Kelsey and Aidan 
O’Brien.

Thank you to the sponsors, the elected of-
ficials, the families of the Grand Marshals 
and Honorary Grand Marshals, the bands, 
schools, organizations, businesses and other 
marchers, all of whom made the Parade so 
grand! We are proud to say 20 bands and 
over 65 groups joined the March this year. 
We appreciate your faith and support!

Thank you to Laurie Galioto, the Line of 
March Chairman, who helped guide the 
marchers, and for your tireless work on the 
journal and other important endeavors.

Thank you to Captain James R. McGeown 
of the 45th Precinct, the officers of the 
45th Precinct and all other precincts of the 
NYPD for their hard work to make sure 
everyone was safe during the Parade. We 
also want to thank 45th Precinct Commu-

nity Affairs Officers Anne Marie Morrison 
and John Souhrada.

Thank you to the former head of Bronx 
Borough Patrol - Assistant Chief Carlos 
Gomez and Lieutenant John Donnellan, 
who coordinated the event. Also, special 
thanks and a warm welcome to Assistant 
Chief Larry W. Nikuen, Patrol Borough 
Bronx, who joined us for the Parade on his 
very 1st day in the Borough. Welcome!

Thank you to the NYC Parks Department, 
and especially Pelham Bay Park Admin-
istrator Marianne Anderson for all of her 
help.

Thank you to Jim McQuade and Chris 
Dalton for their superb emceeing at the 
Reviewing Stand.

Thank you to Jim McQuade for providing 
the beautiful horse and carriage to carry 
our Grand Marshals, and thanks also to 
the McGill Family of Chateau Stables for 
their contribution.

Thank you to Barbara Miller, our very 
gifted friend and seamstress who made the 
beautiful sashes for our Grand Marshals. 
Barbara, you are an expert at your craft 
and we appreciate your commitment – even 
long distance!

Thank you to Cate Behringer who created 
the lovely artwork for our Parade Journal 
cover and commemorative t-shirts.

Thank you to Peggy Vega and the local 
establishments and businesses who worked 
hard to sell the commemorative t-shirts.

Thank you to the flag hangers who dili-
gently hung the Irish and American flags 
on East Tremont Avenue – Patrick Crorkin, 

Joe and Joseph Donovan, Willie Frano, Leo 
Kibler, the two Ray McCanns (father and 
son), Aidan O’Brien, Brian O’Connor, and 
Kevin Walsh - and also to Lloyd Bistany 
and Ryan Malloy who took them all down.  
Your hard work helped make sure Tremont 
was alive with the pride of Ireland and the 
USA!

Thank you to the Donovan family for 
supplying their convertible, and being the 
chauffeur.

Thank you to Joe Mondello of Wide Area 
Communications for your work with the 
sound system.

Thank you to Jerry Landi of Amuck Duck 
Productions for recording the day’s events 
for us.

Thank you to Don Dzubiak who paints the 
green line down Tremont Avenue for us at a 
“Benevolent” price.

Thank you to Derek Woods for his contin-
ued coverage of the parade, year after year.

Thank you to Seamus Carey, Kathy Gal-
lagher and the staff of the Wicked Wolf 
for hosting the parade committee meetings 
week after week. Your hospitality is always 
appreciated.

Thank you to the thousands of people 
who lined the Parade Route to cheer on 
the marchers and provided an amazing 
atmosphere! 

Thank you to everyone who purchased a 
page in the journal, bought a t-shirt, and 
gave their time and energy to make the 
16th Annual Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade so special! 

Thank you from The Throggs Neck  
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee

As you can see, it took so many people to make this Parade a reality. We can’t possibly thank ev-
eryone by name, but we certainly appreciate the hard work and effort! This is a proud Bronx event 
and we are so pleased to be a part of this wonderful community.

The Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade is always held the Sunday before St. Patrick’s Day, 
rain or shine – so plan to join us again next year on Sunday, March 15, 2015. The spectators 
make the day fantastic!

PLATINUM SPONSORS
($1,000.00 and above)
NYS Assemblyman Michael Benedetto
Brewski’s Bar and Grill
Jane Byrne and Family
Joseph Byrne
US Congressman Joseph Crowley
Ensign Engineering
The Frano Family

The Kelly and Cioffi Families
Manhattan Beer Distributors
Marina del Rey Caterers
The McQuade Family - Schuyler Hill Funeral Home
The New York Yankees
Plumbers Local Union #1
The Wicked Wolf Restaurant
Patrick Wynne, Esq.

EMERALD SPONSORS
($500.00 to 999.99)
The McCooey Family
The Keegan Family
Mike Rendino and Family

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE 
2014 PLATINUM AND 

EMERALD SPONSORS!
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THE BARTOW-PELL CONSERVANCY 

INVITES YOU TO CELEBRATE 100 YEARS

WITH DINNER & DANCING UNDER THE MOON 

AT BARTOW-PELL MANSION MUSEUM

Honorees: Bronx Borough President Rubén Díaz Jr. & 
Frank Emile Sanchis III, A Leader in Historic Preservation

Music by Michael Arenella & his Dreamland Orchestra  |  Silent & Live Auctions

BARTOW- PE LL MANSION MUSEUM     718 .885.1461    INFO@BPMM.ORG
*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions 
may apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

We welcome outside prescriptions! 
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. 
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM 
for a no-obligation appointment.

� Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Bronx 

2168 White Plains Rd., NY
718-931-0500
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
SterlingOptical.com

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

Eye Exam With Purchase of Eyeglasses  
Restrictions Apply.

$20

Frame& 
Lenses

$99*

50%*

Contact
Lens Sale

Complete 
Pair

2nd Pair FREE
100off$ *

Purchase 1 Year Supply
of Contact Lenses,

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses

Take

Packages Starting at

With schools on their 
seasonal break, this week-
end is a good time to bring 
the kids – and yourselves – 
to the New York Botanical 
Garden.A number of attrac-
tions are now underway for 
both children and adults.

And, the garden, which 
features 50 gardens and 
plant collections spread 
across a 250-acre National 
Historic Landmark site, 
will be on Monday during 
school break.

IN THE ENID A. 

HAUPT CONSERVA-

TORY: The Orchid Show: 

Key West Contemporary, 

through April 21.

The dramatic beauty of 
a fl ourishing tropical gar-
den combines with vibrant 
architecture to bring Key 

West’s charm and ambience 
to New York. The Orchid 
Show, the Botanical Gar-
den’s 12th annual exhibi-
tion of orchids, displays a 
mosaic of thousands of ex-
otic orchids in the Garden’s 
Enid A. Haupt Conserva-
tory.

IN THE PERENNIAL 

GARDEN (right outside 

the Conservatory): Po-

etry for Every Season: 

Key West Poetry Walk, 

through April 21.

Take a stroll through 
the Perennial Garden and 
view poems that highlight 
the work of the island’s im-
portant 20th-century Amer-
ican poets who frequented 
Key West, including Eliza-
beth Bishop, James Merrill, 
and Richard Wilbur. An 

audio tour narrated by Al-
ice Quinn, Executive Direc-
tor of the Poetry Society of 
America, accompanies the 
Poetry Walk.

IN THE EVERETT 

CHILDREN’S ADVEN-

TURE GARDEN: Little 

Landscapes, through 

April 21.

Look closely a wide ar-
ray of artistic and scientifi c 
terrariums, and create your 
own rocky, mossy, or fl oral 
world in a jar to take home.

IN THE RUTH REA 

HOWELL FAMILY GAR-

DEN: Dig, Plant, Grow: 

Wake Up, Garden! 

through April 18, from 

1:30–5:30 p.m.

Rise and shine, Family 
Garden! Help get the Garden 
off to a good start by sowing 

seeds, planting seedlings, 
spreading compost, and 
digging. Observe the rapid 
changes and new growth on 
the trees, shrubs, and bulbs 
in our meadow, and explore 
germination of seeds up 
close with microscopes and 
magnifi ers.

Mario Batali’s Kitchen 

Gardens, through Octo-

ber 10, 2014, from 1:30–

5:30 p.m.

Kids can explore with 
Mario’s Menu Mystery 
game, featuring favorite 
vegetables and herbs from 
nine of his restaurants’ 
kitchens, including Otto 
and Del Posto.

For further information 
on programs, hours and 
ticket pricing, go to nybg.
org. or call 718.817.8700. 

• Rock On The Bronx ........................................................................ 49

• Twingold With Brenda Lee ........................................................... 49

• Do You Remember: Andrew Freedman House .......................50

School break time at Garden

Enjoy school break with the kids this weekend at the New York  Bo-
tanical Garden. Courtesy NY Botanical Garden
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Not only is consistent re-
hearsal a key to great local 
bands but fi nding a space 
to do it in is just as impor-
tant. 

Sometimes a local studio 
will have rehearsal rooms 
for monthly rent or one of 
the members will have a 
garage or a basement (along 
with a patient and under-
standing parent or spouse); 
sometimes a space can be 

rented in an unlikely place 
after hours like a store. 

Finding that semi-com-
fortable space for a working 
local rock band is one of the 
most important early steps. 

If you can’t rehearse 

properly it becomes very 
hard and can be quite jar-
ring when the band plays on 
a real stage with full equip-
ment for the fi rst time. 

This rehearsal space 
will become the home to the 
band. It is the place where 
all mistakes can be made 
and worked out. See you 
next week. 

Rock on. Rock out.

Many successful en-
tertainers grew up in the 
Bronx.

For the past 12 years a 
duo from the Locust Point, 
known as Twingold, has 
steadily made a climb to the 
top. 

Not having an agent, a 
manager or a hit song, Jane 
and Louise, known as the 
Sweethearts of Doo-Wop, 
have had an extremely suc-
cessful career. 

Working with all the leg-
endary icons of Doo-Wop. 
this duo has made their 

mark.
On May 4th, at the Pa-

tchogue Theatre in Pa-
tchogue L I., Twingold will 
be opening for the legend-
ary Brenda Lee. 

Twingold has a devoted 
following of fans from the 
tri-state area and many 
other states. 

Having had Mr. Johnny 
Maestro as their mentor 
and Mr. Don K Reed from 
WCBS-FM Radio, as the 
force behind Twingold, 
their dream has gone way 
beyond what they had ever 

thought.
Many DJs such as Den-

nis ”Dion” Nardone, WVOX-
AM Radio, John Bunnell, 
WATR-AM, Jay Michaels 
formerly of WFAS-FM Ra-
dio and many other DJs 
have been instrumental in 
playing songs from their 
very successful three CDs.

If you would like to see 
Twingold with Brenda Lee, 
call Jane at (718) 828-8095 or 
Louise at (631) 232-6608 for 
discount tickets.

You can also e-mail them 
at Twingold1@cs.com.

Twingold with Brenda Lee

Comedy & Steak Dinner Nite
Schuyler Hill Civic Asso-

ciation, Inc., located at 3087 
Mitchell Place (off Penny-
fi eld Avenue), will be host-
ing a Comedy & Steak Din-
ner Nite on Saturday, April 
26, at 5 p.m.

The menu includes T-
Bone steak (cooked to or-
der), baked potato, corn, 
baked beans, green salad, 

Italian bread, beverages, 
fruit salad, desserts, ice 
cream, coffee and over an 
hour of entertainment.

Donation is $35 per 
adult. No children. Ticket 
deadline is Saturday, April 
19.

Reservations are nec-
essary due to limited seat-
ing. To attend this function, 

mail check made out to: 
Schuyler Hill Civic Associ-
ation, Inc., with your name, 
address and telephone num-
ber to Schuyler Hill Civic 
Association, Inc., c/o Bob 
Kurz, 3079 Fearn Place, 
Bronx, NY 10465.

For further information 
call Bob at (646) 302-1744. No 
tickets sold at the door.

Mark your calendars: 
April 12th, from 11 AM 
to 4 PM. Here comes the 
third annual Kingsbridge 

Heights Neighborhood 

Festival, with street ven-
dors, ethnic cuisine, games, 
music and performances, 
along with community ser-
vice and learning activi-
ties.

The event will take place 
at the Kingsbridge Heights 
Community Center, 3101 
Kingsbridge Terrace.

* * *

The Bronx Council on 

the Arts (and the Hunting-

ton Free Library (HFL) will 
present a family-friendly, 
hands-on “Print Making” 
craft workshop with Laura 
Alvarez on Saturday, April 
19, from 12:30 to 3:00 pm 
at the Huntington Free 
Library (9 Westchester 
Square, next to the Apple 
Savings Bank).

Reserve your seat at 
https://041914printmaking.
eventbrite.com or call (718) 
931-9500 x33 . 

* * *

The Friends of Van 

Cortlandt Park is hosting 
their Fifth Annual Hike-

a-Thon on Saturday April 
26th to help implement 
FVCP’s Trails Plan and 
strive to introduce more 
people to the Park’s amaz-
ing variety of hiking and 
walking paths.

For a trail map, regis-
tration forms and more in-
formation, please visit the 
Friends’ web site at www.
vancortlandt.org/hike-a-
thon.html.  For more infor-
mation, contact Christina 
Taylor of the Friends of Van 
Cortlandt Park at 718-601-
1460 or christina@vancort-
landt.org.

Kingsbridge Heights Festival
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0 Andrew Freedman House on the Concourse
The week before last, 

I wrote about the Art Deco 
buildings on the Grand 
Concourse. I paid special at-
tention to the so-called Fish 
Building at 1150 Grand Con-
course off McClellan Street. 
Directly across the street 
from that building is the 
huge landmarked Andrew 
Freedman Home.

It was erected at 1125 
Grand Concourse in 1924, 
long before the Art Deco 
craze, by Andrew Freed-
man, the millionaire who 
was closely associated with 
Tammany Hall. The 100,000 
square foot building oc-
cupies the entire block be-
tween the Concourse and 
Walton Avenue south of 
McClellan Street to 166th 
Street. It is constructed of 
yellow limestone, stands 
three stories tall in the 
front and four stories tall in 
the back, has an expansive 
lawn, and is protected by 
wrought iron fencing.

Freedman was born 
in 1860, graduated from the 
City College of New York, 
and never married. He is 
recalled in baseball circles 

with derision for his han-
dling of the New York Giants 
when he bought the team in 
1895. One of the few things 
he did right was the hiring 
of John McGraw of the Bal-
timore Orioles as manager. 
Freedman was also respon-
sible for getting the financial 
backing for the construc-
tion of the IRT #4, 5, and 6 
lines. Apparently, he was 
somewhat unyielding and 
unswayed by adversaries 
once his mind was made up. 
He was however, extremely 
loyal to his friends and to 
Tammany Hall. 

No one knows how he 
accumulated such wealth 
but his close association 
with Tammany Hall may 
hold some clues to the an-
swer. When he passed away 
in 1915 he left half of his for-
tune to his mother, brother 
and sister and created a 
trust with the other half to 
help the rich who lost their 

wealth and were living in 
poverty. 

He arranged for the 
construction of the magnifi-
cent building at 1125 Grand 
Concourse to provide them 
with the luxurious accom-
modations they were used 
to.  The exquisite home he 
had built wasn’t just open 
to anyone wealthy who fell 
on hard times. They had to 
be between 60 and 80 years 
of age and, unlike at other 
homes, they were able to 
bring their spouses.

The home had a staff 
of 50 of the finest chefs, 
nurses, maids, and servants 
available. There were only 
129 residents at that time. 
All the furnishings were 
the finest money could buy. 
Plush carpets, marble show-
ers, a well-stocked library 
and oak paneled walls 
greeted them and monthly 
viewing of the latest mov-
ies, dances and varied en-

tertainment occupied their 
time. The residents were to 
do nothing but relax and en-
joy life in grand style. The 
best part was that all this 
attention lavished upon 
them was totally free. They 
weren’t even allowed to tip. 
One interesting strict rule 
was that they could not treat 
the servants nastily. 

All good things come 
to an end and inflation 
eventually took its toll. 
The costs of operating the 
home exceeded the income 
from the endowment by the 
early 1970s and parts of the 
building had to be closed 
off as the last residents died 
off. The home was in rapid 
decline and in 1984 the 
Mid-Bronx Senior Citizens 
Council took over the home 
and established a day care 
center, head-start program 
and other social service 
programs. 

Those wishing to see 
the interior of the build-
ing will now have a unique 
opportunity to do so as 
“This Side of Paradise,” a 
two-month long art show 
opened there on April 4.   

Artists were given indi-
vidual rooms to create and 
showcase their art. It is 
open to the public and will 
run Thursday to Sunday, 1 

to 7 p.m. until June 5. It’s a 
marvelous opportunity to 
visit this historic building 
and meet some artists and 
view their works. 

Andrew Freedman built a mansion on the Grand Concourse for 
those who lost their fortunes so that they could continue to live in 
luxury.  This image comes from Wikepedia. 

REPRINTED FROM 4/19/2012
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Mamma F rancesca

EVERY DAY

SPECIALS

$23
Three Course
Pre Fix Menu
Including Appetizers

Main Course & Desseert
Excluding Holidays

WINE DOWN

WEDNESDAYS

1/2 PRICE
Bottles of Wine
and Appetizers

THURSDAY

LADIES NIGHT
We welcome all ladies to come in

and dine with us

1/2 PRICE
Bottles of Wine and

Appetizers For Ladies Only
DJ 9pm - Close

FRIDAY &
SATURDAY NIGHT

Happy Hour
9pm to 11pm

1/2 PRICE
On All Drinks
At Bar Only

Happy Hour 5pm to 7pm  Half Price on All Drinks at Bar
Excluding Holidays

LUNCH SPECIALS
Soup or Salad & Panini $10
Soup or Salad & Entree $13

Excluding Holidays

Open 7 Days
Beautiful Habor Views

Pleanty of FREE Parking
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BY JOSEPH ODDO
Reminder: The Pelham 

Bay Taxpayers and Civic 
Association meets on the 
second Tuesday of the 
month. Our next meeting 
will take place on May 13, 
2014. The meeting will take 
place in the Saint Theresa 
School Cafeteria located 
at the corner of Saint The-
resa Ave and Pilgrim Ave. 
The room opens at 7:00pm 
and the meeting begins at 
7:30pm. The Speakers for 
this meeting will be an-
nounced in our future arti-
cles. Please continue to read 
the Bronx Times reporter 
for additional information.

Am still getting ques-
tions on this issue. Mamma 
Lucia’s on Pennyfi eld Ave 
closed in December…..Luc-
ca’s on Westchester Ave. 
near Hobart Ave. is open. 
Lucca’s has a great lunch 
menu and their dinner se-
lections are some of the best 
to be had.

During the last two 
weeks I have had the expe-
rience of spending them in 
Jacobi Hospital assisting 
my Mom who has been hos-
pitalized there. Has a result 
I have seen, I have heard, 

and I have experienced an 
organization that offers 
our communities one of 
the best emergency rooms 
to be found anywhere. The 
hospital itself is very clean 
and staffed by nurses that 
run the gamut from good 
to very good to down right 
great. And all of this is pro-
vided to us by the Health 
and Hospital Corporation of 
New York. 

A sincere and well de-
served thank you is ex-
tended to the Staff of the 
Corporation from the CEO 
to housekeeping and above 
all to the nurses who give so 
much of themselves.

In a future article I will 
have more to say about this 
experience. But for now if 
you have an emergency the 
place to go is Jacobi and not 
the other hospitals in our vi-
cinity. I would be more then 
happy to revisit this posi-
tion but only after the other 
emergency rooms raise the 
quality of their services to 
match  or surpass those of 
Jacobi’s.

Borough President Ru-
bin Diaz, Yes, he is at it 
again. To the best of my 
knowledge no other Bronx 

elected or appointed offi cial 
has spoken up against the 
“new and improved” con-
gestion pricing model for 
travel into Manhattan.

To be brief, this revised 
plan to lower the tolls for 
some bridges and introduce 
tolls on East River cross-
ings is nothing more than 
a pig with a fresh layer of 
lipstick. It does absolutely 
nothing for the citizens of 
the Bronx except impose a 
serious of new taxes on us 
and increase traffi c conges-
tion.

This is also being pro-
posed at a time when stud-
ies show that their has been 
an increase in Asthma and 
the costs ($1.3 Billion) asso-
ciated with it. Any proposal 
that would jeopardize the 
health and well being of our 
communities is by defi ni-
tion a non starter. 

So we advise, that we all, 
elected offi cials and citizens 
be united on fi ghting this 

proposal as it now stands. 
If the social, economic and 
environmental conditions 
of the Bronx and the outer 
Boroughs are not improved 
then this proposal must 
go back to the drawing 
boards.

Congestion in Manhat-
tan, on the Hutchinson 
River Parkway, Bruckner 
Expressway, around our 
Malls, Industrial, and Of-
fi ce complexes can and 
must be improved. But only 
if the planning, design, and 
implementation of solutions 
is all inclusive. 

You cannot expect the 
support of our communities 
in lobbying our elected of-
fi cials, and paying forever 
increasing tolls and taxes, 
if we and our needs are not 
being addressed. 

This historical piece-
meal approach to plan-
ning for our transportation 
needs is just that historical. 
It is of days gone bye. Today 
what is needed is proactive 
planning. 

The days of well lets im-
plement this and we will fi x 
the traffi c problems later 
approach needs to be recon-
sidered and rejected. Why? 

Because we in our commu-
nities reject it as a matter of 
right.

For us lay people it is 
simple. When I invite ten 
friends over for dinner I 
make sure that I have ten 
chairs for them to sit on, 
ten place settings for them 
to be served on, and at least 
one or two ways for them to 
safely travel to and from my 
address.

We expect no less from 
our planners and depart-
ments of Transportation. 
Visitors to and through our 
communities are our guest. 
We expect safe cost effective 
ways for them to come and 
go as they need. We also ex-
pect that their and our need 
to park our cars be planned 
and provided for. 

And we also expect and 
demand that their cars and 
trucks be able to go to their 
destinations quickly and ef-
fi ciently without polluting 
our communities. 

The planning meth-
ods of the past are must be 
thrashed and rejected. Any-
one who thinks they can in-
troduce tolls on East River 
crossings and leave the 
problems for the Bronx to 

deal with is delusional. It is 
not going to happen, there 
will be a fi ght, and we will 
win this fi ght! 

We in Pelham Bay and 
the Northeast Bronx are 
not going to put up with 
the increased traffi c, pollu-
tion, and traffi c congestion 
which this plan offers.

A good plan is one that 
serves a need without trans-
ferring  the cost and prob-
lems that it creates onto the 
shoulders of others. Espe-
cially, those that can least 
expect to bear the cost.

So lets roll up our sleeves 
go to work and get the solu-
tions to our traffi c problems 
right. It can and must be 
done!

On a better note, Spring 
is here! Lets enjoy it while 
we can!  

Our mailing address is 
Pelham Bay Taxpayers And 
Civic Association Pilgrim 
Station, PO box 610124, 
Bronx, NY 10461. Our an-
nual dues is ten dollars. 
Please feel free to come to 
our meetings. 

They are open to all. If 
you are new to our commu-
nity we would love to meet 
you. See you soon.

Ridgewood Savings 
Bank announced today that 
it will again be hosting a 
Homebuyers’ Workshop 
and Financial Education 
Seminar at select branch 
locations. These programs, 
which are free and open to 
the public, have been de-
signed to address today’s 
most important fi nancial 
concerns.

 At the Homebuyers’ 

Workshop, bank represen-
tatives, mortgage consul-
tants, and a licensed archi-
tect will take participants 
through the home buying 
process—including initial 
decision making cost analy-
sis, criteria for selecting the 
right home, and the “do’s 
and don’ts” of fi ling  mort-
gage applications.

 The Financial Educa-
tion Seminar will explain 

how to start and manage 
checking and savings ac-
counts for emergencies, 
fi nancial goals, and retire-
ment, among other topics.

 Following are the dates, 
times, and Bronx locations 
for both programs:

 First-Time Homebuy-
ers’ Workshop: Tuesday, 
May 20, 6:15 – 8:15 p.m. Held 
at the bank’s White Plains 
Road branch – 3824 White 

Plains Road, 718-882-0440.
 Financial Education 

Seminars:  Wednesday, 
April 16, 6:15 – 7:45 p.m. Held 
at the bank’s White Plains 
Road branch – 3824 White 
Plains Road, 718-882-0440.

 “As a community-fo-
cused institution for more 
than 90 years, Ridgewood 
Savings Bank has an un-
wavering commitment to 
helping people achieve ho-

Ridgewood Savings Bank’s fi nancial workshops 
meownership and fi nan-
cial stability,” said Peter M. 
Boger, Ridgewood Savings 
Bank chairman, president, 
and chief executive offi cer. 
“These programs provide 
residents of the communi-
ties that we serve with vital 
information about purchas-
ing a home, managing their 
money, and achieving their 
fi nancial goals.”

 Additional Homebuyers’ 

Workshops and Financial 
Education Seminars will be 
held during Fall 2014.

 About Ridgewood Sav-
ings Bank: Chartered in 
1921, Ridgewood Savings 
Bank (www.ridgewood-
bank.com) is the largest mu-
tual savings bank in New 
York State with $5.1 billion 
in assets serving customers 
throughout the New York 
metropolitan area.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Assemblyman Mi-
chael R. Benedetto will 
be sponsoring an AARP 
Driver Safety course on 
Saturday, May 1, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  This 
course is a CLOSED 
class with AARP.  

Space is limited.  Reg-
istration for this class 
begins on Monday, April 
14   at 9:30 a.m.  No reser-

vations will be taken prior 
to that time!

To reserve a seat, please 
call Assemblyman Benedet-
to’s offi ce at (718) 892-2235. 

This 6-hour course 
will refresh your driving 
knowledge with a review 
of time-tested safe driving 
tips.  Those who complete 
the course will receive a re-

duction of approximately 
10 percent from the base 
rate of automobile and 
motorcycle liability pre-
miums each year for 
three years.

The course will be 
held at the Fort Schuyler 
House, 3077 Cross Bronx 
Expressway.  

AARP Drivr Safety Course
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BY TONY SALIMBENE
Remember again that 

out 3rd Sunday regular post 
meeting will actually be on 
April 13th, at the Turner 
Club, starting 10am.  This 
meeting will feature a view-
ing of the National Ameri-
can Legion Youth Oratori-
cal Contest and our annual 
nominations for post of-

fi cers beginning at 11 am 
sharp. Please be there, 
please consider taking a po-
sition!

   April 5th, 10am to 3, the 
Edgewater Park Volunteer 
FD will host the park’s So-
cial Welfare Association’s 
collection of clothes and 
comfort items for homeless 
veterans.  More to follow on 

this issue from Pat, a na-
tional disgrace.  Another 
wonderful neighborhood 

group, Throggs Neck Vol-
unteer Ambulance Corp., 
will have their fun - fund-
raiser in May, outdoors at 
Preston H.S.  More to follow 
on the exact time and dona-
tion price.

Let’s see, anything I 
can steal from Dr. Paul’s 
620 column?  Well, you can 
check out this page and see 

for yourself.  Maybe drop 
by the Sam Young Post one 
Friday or Saturday night?  
Maybe more news on our 
Support the Troops Bingo 
at 620 next time.  We thank 
them again for their contin-
ued support.

Post 1456 is the home of 
the Bronx County S.A.L. 
Commander.  We at 253 will 

have our SAL offi cers pa-
perwork ready to submit to 
Albany soon.  This can be a 
great Legion program if run 
with enthusiastic guys so 
let’s see what we can do to 
help the Legion this year. 

Until Next Time: Repeat 
- “ A nation will be judged 
by how it cares for it’s vet-
erans.”                                   

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
On Monday night, March 

24th, the Locust Point Civic 
Association hosted our 
second CSA Pot Luck Din-
ner.  This time, we invited 
not only our CSA group, 
but anyone who wanted to 
share a meal with us.  It was 
a rousing success – we had a 
couple from the now defunct 
City Island CSA who were 
really impressed with our 
site.  Some of those attend-
ing even joined the CSA for 
the fi rst time, which I don’t 
think they intended to at 
the beginning of the night 
– but they were sold when 
we started talking about 
the delicious peaches we get 
with our fruit shares.  

As I mentioned above, 
the City Island CSA is no 
longer in existence.  The 
person who hosted the site 
could not do it any longer 
and they were unable to 
secure an alternate site.  
Therefore, anyone who was 
a member of the City Island 
CSA is welcome to join us.  
Vegetable shares are $535 
for 24 weeks of vegetables.  
Fruit shares are $235 for 20 
weeks.  A mushroom share 
is also available for $96 for 
24 weeks.  A full share is 
enough to feed a family of 
four, but splitting shares is 
also a great idea if you are 
unsure of how much you 
will use.  The best way to 
split a share is to do it with 
a friend – that way you can 
trade recipes and coordi-

nate who gets what.  It’s also 
easier for the volunteers.  If 
you would like to join the 
CSA but need a share part-
ner, contact me at cnapoli-
tano@netzero.net.  If you 
want a full share or you have 
a share partner, you can go 
to www.stoneledgefarmny.
org, sign up and place an or-
der for your share.

Tonight is our fi rst CSA 
Cooking Class – Macaroni 
and Cheese from Scratch.  
When I’m done submitting 
this column, I’m off to the 
kitchen to make my test 
batch.  This will also be 
the batch we’ll eat after my 
demo is completed, along 
with a salad of baby greens 
with radishes and a splash of 
oil and vinegar.  Our second 
cooking class is on Monday, 
April 21 at 6pm.  This will 
be a Stock and Soup mak-
ing workshop.  There will 
be two more classes in May:  
May 5 will be a Vegetar-
ian Cooking Class and on 
May 19 there will be a Pizza 
Making Party.  The classes 
are $20 each and if you join 
us for all four classes, you 
receive a discounted rate of 
$75.  The classes are held at 
our civic house at 3300 Tier-
ney Place in Locust Point.  
There is plenty of parking 
and the 8 bus stops right out 
front.  To reserve a spot in 
class, please email me at the 
address noted above.  

Tomorrow night, I am 
attending the Pelham Bay 
Taxpayer’s meeting along 

with Ann Kelly, one of the 
other Core Members of our 
CSA.  Ann is teaching the 
Vegetarian Cooking Class 
and is an Holistic Health 
Coach.  We’ll be there to 
talk about the cooking 
classes, the CSA and the up-
coming exercise programs 
that we’ve been starting.  
But I am also looking for-
ward to hearing about the 
DEP program that is offer-
ing grants to homeowner’s 
that install rainwater col-
lection systems.  I am very 
curious as to how they will 
implement this program, 
how homeowners will learn 
to install these systems or if 
nothing else, how to apply 
for grants.  

But I am encouraged 
that they are taking this 
step to introduce this pro-
gram.  Rainwater collection 
and irrigation systems are 
a very important element 
in soil health.  We have a 
severe need to divert rain-
water from our sewer sys-
tem for many reasons, most 
importantly during severe 
weather.  It’s one thing to be 
the occasional homeowner 
who sets up a rain barrel 
in their backyard.  If we as 
a community can install 
many rain barrels; that is 

what makes a difference.  I 
will report back on this in 
an upcoming an upcoming 
column.

Over the weekend I at-
tended the Just Food Con-
ference.  I attended the 
conference for the last two 
years and have learned a 
lot, been inspired and met 
some really interesting peo-
ple.  This year, Just Food 
offered all day intensive 
seminars on the Saturday 
of the conference.  I chose 
to attend the Urban Forag-
er’s seminar which started 
at Morningside Park and 
snaked its way to the north-
ern end of Central Park.  It 
was a fascinating day as 
I learned that so much of 
what is growing in my back-
yard is edible.   She also 
talked about how once you 
know what is edible you be-
gin to catalog things when 
you take walks.  For exam-
ple, Pokeweed, a very inva-
sive and poisonous weed is 
actually edible when it is a 
very young shoot.  It must 
be cooked and she reviewed 
the process for that.  I had a 
huge Pokeweed growing the 
garden last year and this 
year, now that I know it will 
be back, I am going to har-
vest it once it appears in the 
ground this spring and very 
carefully follow her recipe.  

The instructor of the 
class is a professional for-
ager and she runs foraging 
walks throughout New York 
City.  I asked her if she ever 

did walks in Pelham Bay 
Park and she said that she 
would love to but nobody 
ever signs up.  She said the 
park has some great for-
aging sites, especially the 
wetland areas.  Foragers 
are very conscious of sus-
tainability and will go out 
of their way to NOT pick 
something that is rare or 
endangered.  For example, 
we were told to not harvest 
Ramps anymore because 
they are becoming so popu-
lar with chefs that they are 
being overharvested.  Pro-
fessional foragers will en-
courage you to safely har-
vest edible invasive species, 
such as Mugwort.  I am go-
ing to email her to see if we 
can set up a Foraging Tour 
here in Throggs Neck.  

Luckily, the weather 
complied on Saturday and it 
was such a pleasure to walk 
through our city’s parks on 
such a nice day.  The sun-
shine and all the natural 
Vitamin D certainly lifted 
my spirits.   I did manage 
to get out to my garden this 
past week and it felt great.  
After a tour of the yard I 
realized that I could not 
start cleaning up the beds 
until I cleaned up the com-
post pile.  If I didn’t I would 
have nowhere to put all the 
dried leaves and branches.  
Starting with the compost 
pile made even more sense 
when I considered that the 
compost would need to cure 
for two weeks before I added 

it to the beds, so why clean 
the beds if I had nothing to 
add to the soil once it was 
uncovered?  

And so I plunged in, 
shovel and sifter at the ready 
and started to work my way 
through.  Armed with my 
new and very sharp clippers 
(thanks NYC Compost Proj-
ect), I sifted fi nished com-
post into one pail and the not 
fully composted material 
was given a good chopping 
and loaded into the compost 
tumbler.  I’m hoping that 
the materials in the tumbler 
will be ready for me to use 
in June when I start plant-
ing my seedlings.   Speak-
ing of seedlings, I started 
mine last Saturday and I 
have already seen sprout-
ing in the tomatoes and two 
of the basil varieties.  The 
seeds I’m using were pur-
chased from Fedco in 2012 
for a total of $22 and I have 
made hundreds of seedlings 
from these seeds.  Fedco is 
all non-GMO, very sustain-
able and so economically 
feasible.  If you are going to 
start your own plants, I re-
ally encourage you to buy 
from them online.  You will 
not fi nd Fedco seeds in the 
stores.  The catalog is fi lled 
with beautiful drawings of 
vegetables, herbs and fl ow-
ers to help you decide what 
to buy.

So get out and get a dirt 
manicure!  It will do your 
soul a world of good.  Hope 
to see you soon!

Temple Hatikva is spon-
soring a complete Passover 
Seder on Sunday, April 13 at 
5:30 P.M. at the synagogue.  
This is your fi nal opportu-
nity to join the Seder.

Cantor Kyle Cherry and 
Rabbi Harry Hertzberg will 
be reading  Temple Hatikva 
Haggadah.  Everyone will 

be able to participate, from 
the four questions to fi nd-
ing the afi komen (which 
must be done before the 
end of the meal). It’s a tradi-
tional Seder with some very 
non-traditional, but fun ad-
ditions.

The Kosher Passover 
meal will consist of soup, 

salad, chopped liver, tur-
key and all the accompani-
ments, including desserts.  
The cost for the meal will 
be $25 per person. Reserva-
tions on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis.

To reserve your place at 
the Hatikva Passover Seder, 
send your name, address, 

telephone number, number 
of reservations and a $25 
payment per person made 
payable to Temple Hatikva.  
Please send all reserva-
tions to:  Temple Hatikva, 
1526 Williamsbridge Road, 
Bronx, New York  10461.

And, don’t forget that on 
this Friday evening, April 

11 at 7:30 P.M., Temple Ha-
tikva is sponsoring “A Taste 
of Passover”.  There will 
be a special and delicious 
Oneg Shabbat directly after 
our Services where you’ll 
be able to sample all of your 
favorite Passover desserts.  
Bring the family and enjoy 
our “advance” tasting of 

Passover!
Temple Hatikva is lo-

cated at 2440 Esplanade, 
Bronx, NY.  For more in-
formation about Temple 
Hatikva or any program, 
please call Temple Hatikva 
at (718) 792-1109 or contact 
us at TempleHatikva@aol.
com.

Upcoming holiday events at Temple Hatikva
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BY AL BELFIORE
We have very exciting 

events going on at our new 
and revised civic center,   I 
feel a new revitalization of 
our neighborhood is going 
on.   Friends and neighbors 
getting together for the good 
of the community.  

 We just had our fi rst 
Bingo Night on Thursday, 

BY LYNN GERBINO
This is jut a reminder 

that we have a meeting 
change this month. We will 
be meeting on Tuesday, 
April 22, instead of April 
29th. Our meeting will be 
held at the Villa Barone 
Manor at 7:30 and our guest 
speaker will be Dotti Poggi 
from the Friends of Ferry 
Point Park who give a power 
point presentation on many 
of the things that were dis-
cussed at our last meeting 
including the new malls 
proposed in our commu-
nity, possible ferry service, 
and many other issues.

I would like to thank 

April 3rd. and it was a re-
sounding success.   Thurs-
day April 10th is the fi rst 
of our cooking classes.   If 
anyone is interested please 
contact Chrys at cnapoli-
tano@netzero.com.   On 
Sat. April 12th., we will be 
hosting “Breakfast with the 
Easter Bunny” from 10am 
to 12 noon.   

Donation is $5 for adults 
and $3 for children (ages 3 
to 12).   A very special thank 
you to Joe Donovan for the 

new shelves and attic stairs 
that he installed in our stor-
age room.   

Again, I want to remind 
everyone that 2014 dues are 
due.   Please make checks 
($50) payable to LPCA and 
drop them off at 3210 Glen-
non Place.   

Also, we have Zumba 
open night on Thursday, 

April 17th. at 7 pm.   No 
charge for this event.   It is 
just to introduce you to the 
benefi ts of Zumba.   Comedy 
night will be on Sat June 7.  

 Donation will be $30 w/
paid reservation, $35 at the 
door.  

Doors will open at 8pm, 
show starts at 10.   Please 
join us for a great time.   

Contact Jerry Landi @ 
landijerry@yahoo.com.   

Dancing Under The 
Stars will be on Saturday, 
July 5th.   Entertainment 
will be provided by The 
Just Nuts Band and DJ Den-
nis Nardone from WVOX 
radio, in addition to some 
very special guests.   Thank 
you for reading!

Captain James McGeowan, 
commander of the 45th Pre-
cinct; Ken Kearns, District 
manager of Community 
Board 10, and a surprise 
guest, Councilman James 
Vacca for all speaking at 
our meeting so we received 
the very latest 411 on what 
is happening in our com-
munity.

The Locust Point Civic 
Association will be hosting 
a four part cooking class 
series taught by Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) Core Members and 
covering a variety of culi-
nary techniques for every-
one from beginners to ex-

perienced home cooks. The 
next class will be a work-
shop on making stock and 
soup, and will be taught at 
the same time on April 
21st. 

 Classes are $20 per per-
son per class, but if you 
would like to attend all four 
classes, you can purchase 
the series for $75 per per-
son. You must be 18 or older 

to attend, and anyone be-
tween 16 and 18 must be ac-
companied by a parent.  All 
classes require advance res-
ervations and are limited to 
12 people, so if you’re inter-
ested, please RSVP as soon 
as possible by emailing cna-
politano@netzero.net.  

If you’re between the 
ages of 14 and 24 and look-
ing for a summer job, be 
sure to apply to the Depart-
ment of Youth & Commu-
nity Development’s Sum-
mer Youth Employment 
Program (SYEP). SYEP pro-
vides New York City youth 
with paid summer employ-
ment at a variety of entry-

level jobs – including parks, 
summer camps, hospitals, 
community based organi-
zations, small businesses, 
museums and retail organi-
zations – for up to six weeks 
in July and August. 

Participants can also 
take part in workshops on 
job readiness, career explo-
ration, fi nancial literacy 
and opportunities to con-
tinue education and social 
growth. Specialized pro-
gramming for disabled, fos-
ter care, runaway/homeless 
and justice-involved youth 
are also available.

The deadline to submit 
your application is Friday, 

April 25th, so if you’re in-
terested, be sure to call 
800-246-4646 or visit http://
www.nyc.gov/dycd.  

We hope to see you all at 
the April 22 meeting. It is 
actually Earth Day, so let’s 
do something earthy in its 
honor. I remember wear-
ing earth shoes when I was 
attending Hunter College 
back in the day. I thought I 
was cool, but they were re-
ally not a good looking shoe 
at the time.

Have a great week and, 
as always, if you need us we 
are a phone call away....718-
823-0327.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Over the years our as-

sociation has had an abun-
dance of complaints about 
their tenants.  Whenever 
we consult an attorney re-
garding complaints about 
tenants, their advice is al-
ways the same.  They say 
that the best way to have a 
happy tenant/landlord re-
lationship is to have a good 
lease and an extensive back-
ground check.   It’s like the 
old adage that fences make 
for good neighbors.  So, why 
is this so rarely done in our 
community?

There are many miscon-
ceptions when it comes to 
tenant leases.  Some land-
lords believe that a lease 
should be written by an at-
torney.  In fact, writing a 
lease is a simple process 
that you can do yourself.  
There are many free tem-
plates that are available 
and just require you to fi ll 
in some terms like how long 
the lease will be in effect.  
You can add clauses that 
you think are important, 
like the lease is only valid 
for the signees and no other 
person may reside in the 
dwelling.

Here are some hints 
for writing a good lease.  
It should be clear, direct 
and easy to understand.  It 
should put forth all of your 
expectations.  Keep in mind 
all of the previous problems 
you or others have experi-
enced and be sure to write 
a clause for each.  Be sure to 
say that the lease is legally 
binding and that it cannot 
be modifi ed without both 
parties signing a new lease.  
It is suggested that you men-
tion that all clauses are to 
be treated separately.  If one 
clause becomes invalid for 
some reason, like a change 
in the law, the others re-
main in effect.  This pro-
tects your lease as a whole.

Be sure to include basic 
items fi rst.  State the length 
of the lease or that it is a 
month to month lease and 
can be terminated by either 
party with 30 days notice.  
Include a statement about 
a security deposit.  Give 
the amount, return policy, 
etc.  When is the rent due?  
Is there a late charge for 
overdue rent?  Are utilities 
included or paid in addition 
to rent?

Next state your rules.  Be 

sure to include items like 
your guest policy, and name 
the persons you are renting 
to.  Can your tenant alter 
the apartment?  If so, do you 
expect that it be returned to 
the original condition.  Be 
sure to include expectations 
regarding pets.  Leave noth-
ing unsaid and never accept 
a verbal agreement.  

Remember that you have 
a legal right to inspect your 
property and be sure to do 
this periodically.  Be sure 
to state that locks cannot be 
changed and that prevent-
ing your entry in any other 
way is not allowed.

An important consid-
eration is an inspection 
form.  When your tenant 
moves in, you should have 
a form ready so that they 
can verify the condition of 
the apartment and then you 
and your tenant should sign 
the form.   This will protect 
you in case you must hold 

their security for damages 
that occurred during their 
stay.

A lease will protect you 
and your property but you 
must also do background 
checks.  Do not rely on your 
real estate broker to do this.  
Generally, they ask for pay 
stubs and that is not nearly 
enough!  The best way to 
proceed is to draw up a 
rental application which 
should ask for the following 
information: 1. Full name of 
each applicant, social secu-
rity number, date of birth, 
current address .  You need 
this for each adult that will 
be living in your property.  
2.  Addresses and names of  
landlords for the past ten 
years.  3.  Applicant’s cur-
rent place of employment, 
yearly salary and contact 
information for superior.  
4.  Applicant’s past employ-
ment for at least 3 years.  5.  
Applicant’s highest level 
of education.  6.  Credit 
references and a question 
regarding bankruptcy.  7.  
Questions regarding mis-
demeanor or felony record 
of applicant and all living 
in your property.  8.  Names 
and relationships of all 

prospective applicants.  9.  
Three personal references 
including names, addresses 
and phone numbers.  10.  
Driver’s license number 
and state of issue.  11.  List 
of vehicles and plate num-
bers.  Lastly, include a “Re-
lease of Information” state-
ment and tell the applicant 
that it will be used to verify 
all information.  Have the 
prospective tenant sign the 
form.

Employers can give in-
formation about the per-
son’s integrity, interper-
sonal skills and work ethic.  
Contact the person’s imme-
diate supervisor to inquire 
about the work records as 
well.

The next step is to get a 
credit history report for the 
applicant.  This will indi-
cate if the bills have been 
paid on time.  It will show 
payment history, debt load, 
total liabilities, collections, 
judgments, evictions and 
bankruptcies.  I cannot im-
press upon you how impor-
tant this step is.  If you do 
not take the time to do this, 
you leave yourself open to 
tenants that will make your 
life miserable for many 

months, not to mention de-
pleting your bank account 
to pay attorneys and handy 
men to fi x problems caused 
by a tenant from hell!

Try calling one of the ma-
jor credit bureaus to check 
on your prospective tenant. 
You can reach Equifax at 
800 685-1111.  Their website 
is www.Equifax.com .  Ex-
perian can be reached at 
888 397-3742.  Their website 
is www.Experian.com.  You 
ca n reach TransUnionLLC 
at 800 888-4213.  Their web-
site is www.transunion.
com.    CrimeCheck.com 
and PublicData.com are 
also sites that are helpful 
in your search of a prospec-
tive tenant’s background.  
Check their Motor Vehicle 
record as well.  Remember, 
if they don’t pay their tick-
ets they probably won’t pay 
their rent.  Find out now!

Lastly, if your back-
ground checks bring forth 
any problems with fi nan-
cial stability or personal be-
havior you are within your 
rights not to rent to that 
person.  Do your homework 
now and make life easier 
later!     

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 742-3386
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“This is more like my home. If I am going 
to go away it’s something I really have to 
think about.”

NATHAN EKWU................................................................PAGE 64

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly
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Cardinal Spellman’s Jane Morris is the All-Bronx girls’ basketball coach of the year. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Cardinal Spellman and Tru-

man dominated the Bronx girls’ 
basketball landscape.

The Pilots moved themselves 
into the talk with the elite clubs 
in the fi ve-boroughs behind Mich-
igan-bound wing Maria Back-
man and a talented supporting 
cast that came into its own. They 
lost just three times and claimed 
the CHSAA Archdiocesan title. 
Truman’s year was equally im-
pressive behind Daquana Smith, 
who is headed to New Haven. The 
Mustangs reached the PSAL Class 
AA quarterfi nals before falling to 
eventual champions Francis Lewis 

in the quarterfi nals. 
Here are the athletes deemed 

the best in the Bronx:
All-Bronx Girls’ Basketball

 Player of the Year: 

Maria Backman

The Michigan-bound wing 
went out with bang and delivered 
on all the hype. Backman, a four-
year varsity player, fi nished her 
career as the school’s all-time lead-
ing scorer with 1,604 points. She 
posted 21 double-double, including 
31 points and 16 rebounds in a win 
over St. Joseph by the Sea. Back-
man helped make her teammates 
better around her and led them to 
the CHSAA Archdiocesan title be-

fore losing in the Catholic Class A 
state semifi nals. 

All-Bronx Girls’ Basketball 

Coach of the Year:

Jane Morris, 

Cardinal Spellman

Morris moved Spellman into 
the realm of the city’s upper ech-
elon teams this season. The Pilots 
went 25-3 with wins over programs 
like Moore Catholic, Mary Louis 
and Bishop Loughlin and won the 
CHSAA Archdiocesan title. Mor-
ris able put her veterans and up 
and coming stars in roles that they 
could all succeed. Along the way 
she picked up her 600th career vic-
tory.    

All-Bronx Girls’ Basketball 

First Team

G Danelle Gibson,

Cardinal Spellman

The Felician-bound Gibson did 
it all for the Pilots this season. The 
senior guard was one of the team’s 
top defender and you could always 
count on her for a big shot. Gib-
son’s scoring increased out of ne-
cessity late in year after an injury 
to Jade Vaga.  

F Marika Gordon,

Truman

Gordon established herself as 
one of the city’s top forwards The 
senior was a handful in the paint 

Continued on Page 64

I agree with the ESPN.com 
guys (Matthews & Marchand) 
about the Yankees outlook. I’m 
guessing, because that’s really 
all it can be right now, that the 
Yankees will ring up wins in the 
low 90’s and squeak into the post 
season as a wild card. 

The Mets on the other hand 
have too many questions follow-
ing them north from Florida- hit-
ting, fi elding, pitching. If I had 
to guess, I would say between 80 
and 85.

BIG BAT
Dwight Perry (Seattle Times) 

quoted Darren Rovel (ESPN.
com), “Miguel Cabrera will earn 
$46,423 PER AT BAT over the 
next decade- median household 
income of a household in Michi-
gan: $48,471.” Never mind Mich-
igan; New Yorkers would like a 
chance to swing a bat for that.

WOODY’S WARNING
Rich Cimini (ESPNNY.com) 

wrote about some changes in 
Woody Johnson’s thinking, 
““I’m not going to use the word 
‘patient’ anymore,” Johnson 
told reporters. “We want to do it 
now.” 

Rex Ryan doesn’t have that 
much time. If he misses the play-
offs for a fourth consecutive 
year, it would be diffi cult to see 
him keeping his job. Yes, he re-
ceived a contract extension after 
a better-than-expected season, 
but all that did was give him an 
extra year of security, 

Yankees And 
Mets Total Wins

Continued on Page 66
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thanks to her strength and 
athleticism. She averaged 
13 points and 15.5 rebounds 
during the league season. 
Gordon helped Truman 
remain one of the city top 
clubs.   

G Niajah Morgan,

Cardinal Spellman

The athletic junior came 
into her own. Some of her 
best performances came 
in February and March as 
her confi dence grew. Mor-
gan scored a career-high 28 
points in the loss to Moore 
Catholic and tallied 16 points 
and 10 boards in a playoff 
victory over Mary Louis.  

G Aneisha Lyons,

Truman

Lyons continues to be 
one of the city’s best-kept 
secrets. The athletic sopho-
more’s game continues to 
improve. She averaged 12.9 
points, 4.8 assists and 3.5 re-
bounds in league play. The 
best is yet to come for her as 
her role expands.   

G Daquana Smith,

Truman 

The New Haven-bound 
Smith was sensational in 
her fi nal year with the Mus-
tangs, again proving why she 
is one of the city’s most ver-

satile players. She averaged 
16.5 points and 13 rebounds 
for Truman in league play 
and helped it reach the quar-
terfi nals.  

All-Bronx Second Team

G Lisa Fields,

Truman 

The junior point guard 
became a true leader this 
season and focused on mak-
ing her teammates around 
her better. Fields, average 
7.25 points per game in PSAL 
play and was an aggressive 
defender   

G Madeline Giannini, 

Preston

The three-sport star con-
tinues to prove hers skills 
on the basketball court. Gi-
annini was Preston’s lead-
ing scorer at 17.6 points for 
contest as well as its leading 
rebounder.  

F Moet Jenkins,

John F. Kennedy  

The Knights took a step 
back in their fi rst season 
without long-time coach 
O’Neil Glenn. Jenkins did 
not. The junior upper her 
numbers to 13.7 points per 
game and 5.3 assists during 
the regular season.  

G Casiris Ruiz,

Wings Academy 

The sophomore wing had 

a stellar second season on 
the varsity. She averaged 
16 points per game for the 
Wings in league play. Her 
future appears to be very 
bright. 

G Jade Vega,

Cardinal Spellman 

The junior was one 
of the season’s breakout 
players before break-
ing her arm during the 
fi nal month of the sea-
son. Vegas was a double-
digit scorer who could 
get points in bunches 
and Spellman’s top de-
fender.  

Honorable mention

F Paige Castiello
Preston  

G Janier Cooper,
Monsignor Scanlan

F Jaylah DeGout,
Horace Mann 
G Desti Green,
DeWitt Clinton

F Star Fitzgerald,
Fieldston  

F Treanda Foster,
Kennedy  

G Kate Mullin.
Riverdale

G Ashley Smith,
Lehman 

G Janay Smith,
Wings 

G Delphynia Sparks, 
Monsignor Scanlan

Cardinal Spellman’s, Maria Backman, shoots 
jumper for CHSAA Allstars during the NYC May-
or’s Cup Basketball All-Star Game between the 
CHSAA and the PSAL, at Nat Holman Gym no the 
campus of City College, in New York City, on Sat-
urday March 29, 2014 
 Photo by Robert Cole

Danelle Gibson, from Cardinal Spellman dribbles 
ball for CHSAA during the NYC Mayor’s Cup Bas-
ketball All-Star Game between the CHSAA and the 
PSAL, at Nat Holman Gym no the campus of City 
College, in New York City, on Saturday March 29, 
2014. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

From Page 63

All Bronx Girls Basketball Honors

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Cardinal Hayes Na-

than Ekwu has already 
made one big move in his 
life and had to contem-
plate if he was ready for 
another.

The 6-foot-7 senior 
forward came over from 
Nigeria two years ago 
to work toward attend-
ing college in the United 
States. His current de-
cision about whether to 
relocate again for col-
lege wasn’t quite as easy. 
Cardinals coach Joe Lods 
said Ekwu had a tough 
time choosing between lo-
cal Fordham and David-
son in North Carolina. 

“Going away is never 
easy,” Ekwu said. “This 
is more like my home. If 
I am going to go away it’s 

some thing I really have 
to think about.”

He ultimately decided 
to leave The Bronx and 
attend Davidson, making 
it offi cial with a verbal 
commitment last Friday. 
Ekwu built a strong bond 
with Wildcats coach Bob 
McKillop and with his fu-
ture teammates during 
his visit. He said it felt 
like home and went with 
what his heart was tell-
ing him. 

“He told me what the 
school was all about,” 
Ekwu said of McKillop. 
“He wasn’t trying to sweet 
talking me into anything. 
He was just honest.”

The journey to this 
point was a long one, fi lled 
with plenty of hard work. 
The All-Bronx fi rst team 

selection by the Bronx 
Times, missed his whole 
junior season rehabbing 
from a knee injury. He 
made up for lost time 
this season. Ekwu was 
a dominant force in the 
paint. He could control 
the backboards on both 
sides of the fl oor seem-
ingly by himself at times. 
Ekwu was a prolifi c shot 
blocker. On offense he 
could score inside and 
step out and make the 
midrange jumper. 

Ekwu averaged 16 
points and 12 rebounds 
and helped lead Hayes to 
a 26-2 record this season. 
The Cardinals won the 
school fi rst CHSA Arch-
diocesan title since 1977. 
His lone regret was not 
bringing home the city 

crown. Ekwu gave Hayes 
something it lacked last 
season 

“He was a huge differ-
ent maker,” Lods said.  
“When our guards got 
beat off the dribble he 
would fl y in and block a 
shot. He was a great re-
bounder in traffi c. He 
was tough. He was excel-
lent.”

The coach called him 
one of the nicest kids he’s 
coached. He is happy he 
landed at Davidson, a 
choice he called hard to 
argue with, but is sorry 
to see him go. Ekwu is 
one of four Hayes seniors 
with Division I scholar-
ships, a group Lods said 
made him look good dur-
ing their time in the 
Bronx. Lods and Ekwu 
both know going to col-
lege was Ekwu’s goal all 
along, something they 
were excited to see ac-
complished. 

“It means a lot,” Eku 
said. “It’s more like a 
dream come true. I am 
happy.” 

Cardinal Hayes’ Ekwu
headed to Davidson

Call
718.260.2555
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Preston’s approach will 

change. It’s goal however 
remains the same.

The Panthers soft-
ball team has suffered 
heart-breaking losses to 
St. Joseph by the Sea in 
consecutive CHSAA Arch-
diocesan championship 
games. They believe this 
is their year to claim the 
school’s fi rst ever crown 
with its talented core now 
seasoned veterans and a 
lineup with more power 
than past seasons.

“It’s an angry feel-
ing, very angry,” junior 
catcher Danielle Kibler 
said of refl ecting on the 
title game losses. “Just 
want to get it back this 
year. Think this could be 
it.”

Preston’s No. 3 hitter 
is one of four juniors who 
started on the varsity as 
freshmen and know what 
it feels like to be so close 
to their goal. Ace Juli-
anna Orrico, who tossed 
two perfect games and hit 
.500 last season, leadoff 
hitter and shortstop Mad-
eline Giannini and Victo-
ria Rivera return along 
with Kibler. They are 

determined to erase the 
memories of a 1-0 defeat as 
sophomores and an extra 
inning loss last season in 
the diocesan fi nal.

“I think this can be our 
year,” Giannini said. “We 
are older, stronger. I think 
we can do it.”

They will try to do so 
behind the powerful right 
arm of Orrico, one of the 
city’s top pitchers, and a 
line up that will no longer 
rely on small ball to win. 
The addition of sophomore 
Brianna Rodriguez, who 
has already homered this 
season, creates a fi rst fi ve 
hitters that includes Gian-
nini, Orrico, Kibler and 
Bianca Mastropietro that 
will be tough for opposing 
pitchers to navigate. 

“It just makes the 
lineup so much more pow-
erful,” Preston coach Ra-
chel Mazza said. “We have 
power hitters now and I’m 
not use to that. I’m use to 
the little scrappy game. 
We don’t have to play that 
any more.”

She did have to replace 
most of her outfi eld with 
the graduation of Megan 
Kelly, also the team’s No. 
2 starter, and Frankie 

Primiani. Melissa Knecht 
and Kaylin Benitez will 
step into their shoes in the 
outfi eld.

Freshman Ashley 
Puig takes over at second 
base. Rivera is the sec-
ond starter in the circle 
and provides a contrast in 
styles to the hard throw-
ing Orrico.

Orrico has already 
tossed a 12-strikout gem 
against new CHSAA 
Bronx/Westchester rival 
Kennedy Catholic. She 
said she’s improved her 
rise ball and curve and is 
looking to add more speed 
to her pitchers. Mazza 
believes her just being a 
year older and stronger 
could lead to special sea-
son from her.

“If she pitches like that 
all year we are not going 
to have any problems,” 
Mazza said.

She and her team are 
hoping it all means a dif-
ferent feeling late in the 
season this time around 
and something to cele-
brate. 

“To fi nally have that 
banner in our gym would 
mean everything to the 
entire team,” Orrico said. 

Veteran Preston looking to 
power way to Archdiocesan 

softball title

Preston huddles after its win over Mary Louis last week. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Preston’s Madline Giannini makes contact with a pitch 
against Mary Louis. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Preston’s Victoria Rivera delivers the 
ball to the plate. 
 Photo by Joseph Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Cardinal Spellman girls’ 

basketball coach Jane Mor-
ris knew she was getting a 
different type of player even 
before Danelle Gibson en-
tered the school. 

As an eight grader Gibson 
was watching the Pilots play 
a game against Woodlands 
in a breast cancer aware-
ness event at Ursuline. He 
introduced herself and her 
style of play to Morris at the 
conclusion of the contest.

“She walked up to me and 
introduced herself and said, 
‘I loved to play defense,’” 
Morris said. “I said, ‘Good. 
I’ll see you next year.’”

Gibson never lost that 
passion to defend during 
her time at Spellman and 

became an integral part of 
the Pilots’ success that last 
few years. The senior guard, 
who plays her travel ball at 
New Heights, improved her 
offensive game enough to 
complement her defensive 
intensity. It helped her earn 
a scholarship to Division-II 
Felician College. 

She picked the Golden 
Eagles over Dominican and 
Utica. Gibson felt her game 
meshed well with Felician 
head coach Steve Fagan’s 
philosophy. The Golden Ea-
gles were 12-15 overall and 
10-9 in the CACC conference 
last season. 

“He likes to play a lot of 
defense and I like to play 
defense,” Gibson said. “He 
likes to push the ball and so 

do I. It was a good match.”
She didn’t worry when 

schools weren’t as active 
recruiting her during the 
season and had faith they 
would come along eventu-
ally. Gibson tried not to 
think about it as she helped 
Spellman claim the CHSAA 
Archdiocesan title before 
falling the Catholic Class A 
state semifi nals. Gibson got 
a good vibe when she visited 
Felician three weeks ago.

“It was small and I am 
very family oriented, so it 
was like home,” she said. 

Gibson, who averaged 
10 points per game, had to 
push her game to a new level 
this season and was asked 
to do even more scoring af-
ter a season ending injury 

to fellow guard Jade Vegas. 
Double-digit scoring per-
formances became a more 
regular occurrence after 
that. The consistency of Gib-
son’s jumper was one of her 
biggest improvements this 
season. 

“She’s a hard working 
kid,” Morris said. “She put 
her heart and soul into it.” 

The coach believes Gib-
son will have a chance to 
play and have an impact 
at Felician. Her offensive 
game has grown and she 
will always be a tenacious 
defender. Gibson is excited 
to know where she will be 
playing next season. 

“It feels good,” Gibson 
said. “It’s like a relief off my 
shoulders.”

Cardinal Spellman guard Gibson picks Felician College
As Velocity Track 

Club New York enjoyed 
our break, we took time 
to attend the UniverSoul 
Circus.  The children and 
adults had a delighted time 
at the circus.  Then we 
went to the Pelham Dinner 
for brunch. This gave our 
children and parents time 
to enjoy each other outside 
of track & fi eld.  Our chil-
dren are team mates and 
friends.  This is impor-
tant, because they all have 
the same goal, to ensure 
our student athletes attend 
college or university with 
a full scholarship. 

Track & fi eld will 
change your child’s life 
style.  They will learn to 

exercise, eat healthier 
and learn how to manage 
school work and track & 
fi eld.  This is important as 
they become young adults.  
If you know anyone inter-
ested in joining Velocity 
Track Club New York, we 
will be having orientation 
on Friday, April 11th in 
the Bartow Community 
Center. 2049 Bartow Ave-
nue, room 28 at 7:00pm Co-
op City, Bronx, New York 
10475.  Parent or guardian 
must be present for child 
to try out.  For additional 
information, please visit 
our web site www.veloci-
tytrack.org or contact me 
(Winston Dinkins) at 914-
441-6196.

Velocity takes a break
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with guaranteed sala-
ries through 2015. 

Demonstrating his win-
now approach, Johnson 
confi rmed the team’s in-
terest in Philadelphia Ea-
gles wide receiver DeSean 
Jackson, waho reportedly 
is on the trading block 
(for allegedly having gang 
affi liations). It was stun-
ning because of tamper-
ing rules -- team offi cials 
aren’t supposed to com-
ment on opposing players 
-- and because of the Jets’ 
secretive ways.

I say, “Good for him.” 
Finally, a straight answer 
from a Jets offi cial.’

The Jets have acquired 
three new players in free 
agency, all on offense 
-- Decker, quarterback 
Michael Vick and right 
tackle Breno Giacomini. 
The defense is worse than 
it was at the end of last sea-
son. The Jets still have the 
draft, and still have time 
to plug holes. But the ex-
pectations are higher than 
2013. They got even higher 
Sunday, when Johnson 

opened his mouth. 
“Look at the difference 

between last year and this 
year,” Johnson said. “The 
team can turn very fast in 
the NFL. You saw Seattle. 
I’ve seen a lot of teams 
that came from the bot-
tom ... that weren’t doing 
that well, to winning Su-
per Bowls. So, it’s there. I 
think we’re trying to put 
ourselves in position to 
accomplish those objec-
tives.”

NO DEMAND FOR PAY
John Feinstein (DC 

Post) wrote about that 
union vote by Northwest-
ern football players, “Let’s 
be clear: At no point has 
anyone involved in the 
Northwestern case on the 
players’ side suggested 
they be paid. Unions are 
formed when management 
refuses to discuss any 
change in working condi-
tions and employees’ only 
recourse is to band together 
and try to force change.                                                                                                                      
For years, the NCAA has 
refused to consider any 
real changes to its treat-
ment of athletes in rev-

enue sports. It is spend-
ing millions of dollars to 
fi ght a lawsuit that would 
allow athletes to share 
in any licensing reve-
nue from video games in 
which their likenesses 
are used. The NCAA es-
sentially behaves as a 
2-year-old: Everything, 
every dollar, is “mine.”                                                                                                                                         
The NCAA should stop 
whining about how much 
this might cost, stop 
spending millions on legal 
fees, stop trying to scare 
people and sit down with 
the players and negotiate.                                                                                                                           
That would be the right 
thing to do. It would also 
have the extra benefi t of 
being the smart thing to 
do. Now that would set a 
precedent.”

RUTGERS HOO-HA
Andy Katz (ESPNNY.

com) gave us some back-
ground, “Two former 
Rutgers basketball play-
ers (Jerome Seagears 
and Robert Lumpkins) 
fi led a civil suit in a New 
Jersey court Thursday 
against the school, for-
mer administrators, ex-

coach Mike Rice and cur-
rent coach Eddie Jordan. 
Seagears transferred to 
Auburn after Rice was 
fi red, but stayed only a few 
weeks before returning 
to Rutgers. He played this 
past season, but report-
edly will transfer again.                                                                                                            
The lawsuit claims that 
Seagears was removed 
from the starting lineup, 
was kicked out of prac-
tice and suspended from 
the team without reason 
or justifi cation. Jamon 
Hicks, who is represent-
ing the two former Rut-
gers players and fi led the 
suit Thursday in Mid-
dlesex County Superior 
Court, said Jordan retali-
ated against Seagears for 
seeking legal counsel.                                                                                                                  
“As to Coach Jordan, we 
believe the evidence will 
ultimately show that the 
coach retaliated against 
Mr. Seagears after a Feb. 
4, 2014, newspaper ar-
ticle announced that Mr. 
Seagears had exercised his 
constitutional right to ob-
tain legal counsel,’’ Hicks 
told ESPN Thursday. “He 

retaliated against him by 
drastically reducing his 
minutes, removing him 
from practice on several 
occasions without cause, 
and removing him from 
the team without cause. 
All of these actions were 
done in violation of Mr. 
Seagears’ rights.”

INJURED BOXER
William Weinbaun (ES-

PNNY.com) writing for 
ESPN alerted us to some-
thing that has the poten-
tial to turn into an indus-
try changing event. “The 
family of brain-damaged 
Russian heavyweight 
boxer Magomed Abdusala-
mov fi led a lawsuit against 
multiple parties -- includ-
ing fi ve New York State 
Athletic Commission doc-
tors -- alleging reckless-
ness, gross negligence and 
medical malpractice.

The lawsuit comes 
nearly fi ve months after 
Abdusalamov suffered 
traumatic brain injuries 
during a 10-round loss to 
Mike Perez. Other parties 
named in the lawsuit in-
clude the referee, the com-

mission’s inspector, Madi-
son Square Garden and K2 
Promotions.

After Abdusalamov 
was battered and blood-
ied in going the distance 
the night of Nov. 2 against 
Perez, he was brought by 
taxi from the Theater at 
Madison Square Garden 
to Mt. Sinai Roosevelt Hos-
pital some 25 blocks away. 
He underwent life-saving 
surgery to remove a blood 
clot in his brain nearly 
three hours after his fi ght 
ended, but the native of the 
Republic of Dagestan suf-
fered multiple strokes and 
was in a coma for weeks.”

First of all, Perez hit 
the victim with a clearly 
foul blow with his fore-
arm. Perez should have 
been DQ’d at that point 
with Abdusalamov going 
for x-rays of his face and 
head. When the victim got 
back to his dressing room, 
the commission DR’s al-
lowed Abdus, to travel to 
the hospital by taxi not 
thinking his complaints 
of headaches were that se-
rious.

Pipe Dreams: No Demand For Pay; Rutgers Hoo-ha
From Page 63
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“It’s pretty much the same 
thing,” said Renaissance stu-
dent Diandra Perez.

Flores said it was still 
unclear how a student man-
aged to bring the straight 
razor into the school past 
metal detectors, and that 
the NYPD is handling the 
investigation.

“There are some theo-
ries,” said a police source. 
“It’s possible they may have 
secreted it outside near an 
exit door and retrieved it 
from there.”

The source said that all 
the metal detectors were 
tested after the incident 
and were found to be work-
ing properly.

Lehman H.S. tightens security
From page 1

They described the num-
ber of reported incidents at 
the large high school cam-
pus as “tiny since the start 
of the year.”

Flores said the incident 
was out of the ordinary for 
Lehman and could have 
happened anywhere. He’s 
frustrated that the incident 
is hurting the reputation of 
the school, where he feels 
his son has gotten a great 
education.

“We can’t put down a 
staff and students who work 
hard because one kid was 
irresponsible,” he said.

Flores said he believes 
the school has handled the 
situation correctly.

The student with the 
razor was charged with as-

sault and was permanently 
suspended from the school.

Stephauan Powell, who 
was slashed under the chin, 
requiring 20 stitches, was 
charged with disorderly 
conduct and transferred 
from the school, as is a stan-
dard Board of Education 
safety procedure.

Powell and his mother 
Latoya Santiago, are suing 
the Department of Educa-
tion and the NYPD for $5.5 
million in damages and to 
have the disorderly conduct 
charge dropped.

Their lawyer, Sanford 
Rubenstein, said the case is 
based on negligence in se-
curity procedures and neg-
ligence in the supervision 
of students.

Students enter Lehman High School in Westchester Square, where a student was slashed with a 
straight razor in March despite metal detectors and security guards. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Backlash on Montefi ore’s scalpel
From page 1

stop a mega medical facil-
ity in Riverdale – requires 
any hospital-affi liated out-
patient facility  planned 
for the Bronx, over three 
stories tall, or greater than 
30,000 square feet in size, to 
go through a lengthy com-
munity forum process, be-
fore the state Department 
of Health ultimately rules 
if it fi ts a neighborhood’s 
needs.

The provision has 
stopped a proposed 11-story 
Montefi ore Medical Cen-
ter slated for a residential 
stretch of Riverdale in its 
tracks – but New York’s 
healthcare powers are con-
cerned over the larger ef-
fects of the law.

The state’s largest 
healthcare workers union 
and two separate hospital 
associations boasting hun-
dreds of members have is-
sued statements denounc-
ing the law for bogging 
their potential plans for 
new facilities in “unneces-
sary” red tape.

“We are deeply con-
cerned by the New York 
State budget provision 
that creates complicated, 
costly, and unnecessary 
requirements for the estab-
lishment of hospital-affi li-
ated outpatient facilities in 
the Bronx,” wrote George 
Gresham, president of 1199 
SEIU United Healthcare 
Workers East, and Ken-

neth E. Raske, president, 
Greater New York Hospital 
Association.

“We are equally con-
cerned that it applies only 
to health care facilities, 
and only to the Bronx,” the 
pair added.

The Healthcare Asso-
ciation of New York State 
—another group of state 
health advocates — joined 
in the chorus with its own 
statement that claimed 
that the new law could en-
danger Bronxites’ access 
to care.

“New York’s regulatory 
process is already unduly 
cumbersome, outdated and 
un-level across the types of 
providers, and needs major 
revamping in the opposite 
direction,” wrote Melissa 
Mansfi eld, the organiza-
tion’s manager of media 
and public relations.

 “This new provision 
adds more layers, costs, 
and complications when 
trying to provide hospital-
affi liated outpatient health 
care in our communi-
ties and could mean resi-
dents of the Bronx would 
not have access to much 
needed outpatient medical 
care,” she added.

Klein defended his law, 
saying that it will better 
communities in the long 
run by letting them have a 
larger say in how the facili-
ties are approved.

The proposed Mon-
tefi ore site – reviled by 

Riverdale locals who said 
it would bring unwanted 
traffi c congestion and 
ruin the nabe’s character 
– would have been able to 
build “as of right,” within 
the existing zoning and 
without any formal com-
munity input, he said.

“This law gives our com-
munity a real voice in the 
approval process for major 
health care developments,” 
Klein said in a statement. 
“With the 11-story pro-
posed Montefi ore project 
in Riverdale, we’ve seen 
how a project’s backers can 
try to impose their will on 
to the people without heed-
ing any of their legitimate 
concerns about the proj-
ect’s size, scale, location, 
traffi c and parking.

“Moving forward,” he 
added, “I think we now 
have a fairer and stronger 
process that brings all of 
the stakeholders to the ta-
ble.”

A preliminary design of the 11-story proposed Montefi ore site in Riverdale that Albany measure forces 
back to drawing board. Hospital brass say they already had been working on a scaled-down plan. 
 Simone Development

25 BRONX INFLUENTIAL WOMEN
68-Page Journal
In Next Week’s

Bronx Times Reporter
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Prices include all costs to be paid by consumer except for tax, license, registration. Lessee responsible for maintenance, repair, excess wear and tear. Subject to primary lender approval. All vehicle’s financing are in lieu of 
rebates. With approved credit for all financing. *APR up to 60 months on 2014 Silverado 2500/3500 in lieu of rebates, to qualified buyers. ^Final value to be determined by Beck Chevrolet appraiser. IVC certificates available 

while supplies last. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Offer ends 4/30/14.

Visit Us Today!

www.BeckChevroletOnline.com
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This severe winter has left us 
overstocked. To reduce our inventory 
immediately, EVERY BECK vehicle is 
reduced for immediate delivery!

TODAY!

NEW 2014 CHEVROLET NEW 2014 CHEVROLET

EQUINOX LS TRAVERSE LS

LEASE 
FOR PER MON/36 MOS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

NEW 2014 CHEVROLET NEW 2014 CHEVROLET

CRUZE LT MALIBU LT

LEASE 
FOR

LEASE 
FOR

Auto, 4 cyl, power steering, power brakes, a/c. 
VIN#EC489984. STK#14407. MSRP:$14,305. 

LS, FWD, Auto, 4 cyl, power windows, power mirrors, 
power locks, abs, a/c.  VIN#E6143376. Stk#14361E. MSRP: 
$25,615. Lease is based on 36 months with a $15,369 
purchase option available at lease end. $2,914 down, $595 
acq. fee,  $175 first months payment, plus tax and MV fees. 
Total due at inception: $3,684. Total cost of lease: $9,809. 
10k/year. Price includes $725  Factory Rebate & $600 April 
bonus cash.

LS, FWD, Auto, V6, power windows, power mirrors, power 
locks, abs, a/c.  VIN#EJ270067. Stk#14442E. MSRP: $32,220. 
Lease is based on 36 months with a $20,299 purchase option 
available at lease end. $2,914 down, $595 acq. fee, $215 first 
months payment, plus tax and MV fees. Total due at inception: 
$3,724. Total cost of lease: $11,249. 10k/year. Price includes 
$470  Factory Rebate, $1,000 April bonus cash.
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NEW 2014 CHEVROLET

SPARK
BUY FOR

PER MON/36 MOS PER MON/36 MOS
1LT, Auto, 4 cyl, power windows, power mirrors, power locks, abs, a/c.  VIN#E7228944. Stk#14316. MSRP: $21,415. Lease is 
based on 36 months with a $12,849 purchase option available at lease end. $0 down, $0 acq. fee., $0 first months payment, 
plus tax and MV fees. Total cost of lease: $7,164. 10k/year. Price includes $1,025  Factory Rebate, $1,000 April bonus cash, 
& $250 Bonus IVC certificate (while supplies last).

1LT, Auto, 4 cyl, power windows, power mirrors, power locks, abs, a/c.  VIN#EF180572. Stk#14280. MSRP: $24,475. 
Lease is based on 36 months with a $14,196 purchase option available at lease end. $0 down, $0 acq. fee., $0 first 
months payment, plus tax and MV fees. Total cost of lease: $9,199. 10k/year. Price includes $1,850 Factory  Rebate.

DOWN
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BANK
FEE$0ZER

LEASE 
FOR PER MON/36 MOS

NEW 2013 CHEVROLET

MALIBU 3LT
$$$$
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BUY FOR

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl, power steering, power brakes, a/c. VIN#DF263451. STK#13367. MSRP:$28,375. Price includes 
$3,000 Factory Rebate, $1,000 Dealer Discount, $1,000 IVC certificates (while supplies last).
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SAVE $5000 OFF MSRP ON THE LAST 2013!SAVE $5000 OFF MSRP ON THE LAST 2013!




