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Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RRN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here

The Bronx’s
Number One 
Sports
 Page 69-71

Free inside today 

16 pages of 
SmartSource 
coupons

Red light
to prevent
tragedies

Continued on Page 67

Breaking Bread At Jacobi

LEHMAN
STUDENT
SLASHED
Parent association questions security

Continued on Page 67

A CNG Publication • Vol. 34 No. 13  www.bxtimes.com 

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
School offi cials are being 

closed mouth over a razor attack 
inside Lehman High School that 
left a student slashed on his face 
and parents kept in the dark.

Now the head of the parents 
association is questioning not 
only school security, but lack of 
communication.

Both the school principal and 
the city Department of Education 
had no response as to how a stu-
dent could have smuggled a razor 
through metal detectors set up 
at the 2900-student school on E. 
Tremont Avenue off Westchester 
Square.

A 15-year-old student was ar-
rested in the attack on a 16-year-
old student on Monday, March 
17 and a razor recovered on the 
fl oor. The attacker also suffered 
a cut on his hand, police said.

“This is a police matter,” a 
DOE spokeswoman said in re-

sponse to questions about secu-
rity policies.

Principal mum

School Principal Rose Lo-
Bianco, who has been trying 
to turn the once failing school 
around, did not respond to sev-
eral requests for comment.

But Parent’s Association 
President Elvin Flores was up-
set that the school did not alert 
the association or parents about 
the attack. He only heard about 
the incident when fi rst contacted 
by the Bronx Times Reporter on 
Thursday, March 20.

“How come no one told me?” 
he asked.

He said the school should have 
notifi ed everyone so that the par-
ents could speak with their kids 
and the association could fi eld 
parent concerns.

He said he was very con-
cerned by the news of the secu-

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A Morris Park residential 

strip will no longer double as a 
speedway.

Motorists blazing toward a 
dicey neighborhood corner where 
two locals were mowed down 
within a month will now have to 
either slow down —or run a red 
light.

Neill Avenue, a residential 
stretch locals have long griped 

Niamh Moylan enjoys some Irish Soda Bread at Jacobi Medical Center St. 
Patrick’s Day event on Friday, March 14. The celebration of Gaelic pride 
featured an Irish Step Dance Company and a bagpiper, who played for 
patients on the units. The tasty bread was sold to attendees and pro-
ceeds benefi ted the hospital’s auxiliary. For photos of marching units in 
the Bronx St. Patrick’s Parade, go to pages 43-45. 
 

Photo by Aracelis Batista
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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Mamma F rancesca

EVERY DAY

SPECIALS

$23
Three Course
Pre Fix Menu
Including Appetizers

Main Course & Dessert

WINE DOWN

WEDNESDAYS

1/2 PRICE
Bottles of Wine
and Appetizers

THURSDAY

LADIES NIGHT
We welcome all ladies to come in

and dine with us

1/2 PRICE
Bottles of Wine and

Appetizers For Ladies Only
DJ 9pm - Close

FRIDAY &
SATURDAY NIGHT

Happy Hour
9pm to 11pm

1/2 PRICE
On All Drinks
At Bar Only

Happy Hour 5pm to 7pm  Half Price on All Drinks at Bar

LUNCH SPECIALS
Soup or Salad & Panini $10
Soup or Salad & Entree $13

Open 7 Days
Beautiful Harbor Views
Plenty of FREE Parking

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
An east Bronx super-

market worker and local 
sports coach who died a 
month after he was vi-
ciously punched died of nat-
ural causes, the city Medi-
cal Examiner’s offi ce has 
ruled.

Detectives were await-
ing the ruling to determine 
if an assault charge against 
the attacker would be up-
graded to homicide.

Salvatore Zambuto, 40, 
was initially charged with 
felony assault after punch-
ing out Michael Cavallari, 
32, an assistant manager 
at the Super Foodtown on 
Bruckner Blvd. and Crosby 
Avenue in Waterbury-La-
Salle on Dec. 17, 2013.

Cavallari, who coached 
at the Throgs Neck Little 
League, was found dead in 
his Howard Beach, Queens 
home on Sunday, Jan. 5 of 
this year.

Detectives at the 45th 

Precinct squad had been 
checking regularly with 
the medical examiner. An 
initial autopsy was incon-
clusive, they said, and fur-
ther toxilogical screenings 
take several weeks.

The fi nal ruling came 
down recently, offi cially 
stating that Cavallari died 
of natural causes.

Medical Examiner’s 
spokeswoman Julie Bol-
cer said it was determined 
that the cause of death was 
“Myocarditis of Probable 
Viral Etiology.”

According the website 
WebMD, myocarditis is a 
disease marked by infl am-
mation of the heart muscle, 
which often develops in 
people who are otherwise 
healthy, with a viral infec-
tion the most common cause 
of myocarditis - and death.

 Police charged Zambuto 
punched Cavallari, 32, in 
the face, causing a broken 
right eye socket and broken 

right cheek bone, forcing 
him to undergo surgery to 
put “plates” in his face.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, the 5-foot-10, 
225 pound Zambuto “with 
a very large physique” was 
caught on video surveil-
lance entering the store 
while placing black gloves 
on his hands, then seen 

punching the 5-foot-6, 140 
pound Cavallari in the 
face.

While the cause of the 
attack remains unclear, one 
version has it as revenge for 
Zambuto’s girlfriend being 
recently fi red from the mar-
ket, while another goes that 
it was a case of mistaken 
identity after Zambuto was 

misdirected to Cavallari in-
stead of the store manager 
after his wife was escorted 
out after allegedly being 
caught shoplifting.

Zambuto was arraigned 
on January 10 of this year 
in Bronx Criminal Court 
and released in his own cus-
tody. His next court appear-
ance date is set for April 14.

Responding to the Medi-
cal Examiner’s ruling, 
Zambuto’s attorney, Mur-
ray Richman, said “We have 
continuously maintained 
our client’s total innocence 
of the underlying allega-
tions. My heart goes out to 
the family, but Mr. Caval-
lari’s death was clearly un-
related to the events that 
occurred several weeks be-
fore.”

Cavallari’s family could 
not be reached for comment, 
but an east Bronx resident 
who knew him, said at the 
time of his death that even 
though Cavallari was not 
from the Bronx, he volun-
teered his time as a coach 
for the Throgs Neck Little 
League for three years, and 
also coached the TNLL All-
Stars.

“He tried to get involved 
with the community,” said 
the resident, who asked not 
to be identifi ed, “and that is 
what counts.”

Victim’s death a month later ruled from natural cause

TN attacker cleared of murder

Super Foodtown market on Bruckner Blvd. where assistant manager Michael Cavallari was punched 
by Salvatore Zambuto. Cavallari died a month later, but city Medical Examiner ruled death was not 
related to the incident. Zambuto still faces assault charges. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Your Neighborhood 
— Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:
(718) 597-1116
General Fax:

(718) 518-0038
News Phone: 

(718) 742-3393
News E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3398

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS 
#730390) is published weekly by 
Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a subsid-
iary of  News Community Newspaper 
Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 2014. 
Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Sub-
scriptions $8.00 per year. Postmaster, 
Send address changes to Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, 
NY 10454. ISSN #8750-4499.

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY
Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

www.giordanos-big-g.com

ALWAYS ON
PREMISES

7 DAYS A WEEK

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANETHE BEST OF EVERYTHING
1 Top Round London Broil (1”)
1 lb Veal Cutlets
1 1/2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
6 Pcs. Center Cut
             Pork Chops (3/4” thick)
1 1/2 lbs Sirloin Chop Meat

$4995
ALL THIS FOR

THE BEST OF EVERYTHING

ALL THIS FOR

$49.95

SAVE

$4595

3 lbs Spare Ribs
3 lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Franks
3 lbs 1/4 Legs
2 lbs Sausage
3 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

BARBECUE FEASTBARBECUE FEAST

ALL THIS FOR

$45.95$8595

5 Pieces Shell Steak
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
6 lbs Chicken (2)
3 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

5 PEOPLE CAN EAT FOR 5 DAYS

ALL THIS FOR

$85.95

5 PEOPLE CAN EAT FOR 5 DAYS
SAVE

$8999

1 lb Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
1 London Broil (1” thick)
4 lbs Spare Ribs
5 lbs Chuck Chopped
6 lbs Chicken
3 lbs Italian Sausage
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

ALL THIS FOR

MEET THE SAVINGS

$89.99

MEET THE SAVINGS

ALL THIS FOR

HAVE A FREE 
CUP OF COFFEE
CHECK US OUT
FULL LINE OF 

MEAT, SEAFOOD 
AND DELI

CUSTOM CUT
YOUR WAY!

COME IN

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

BACON (1LB. PACK)
BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
BUY 1 GET 1

FREE

ITALIAN STYLE
CHICKEN SAUSAGE

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
BUY 1 GET 1 

1/2 PRICE

USDA PRIME (HEADS)
FILET MIGNON

CUSTOM CUT FREE

CHICKEN
CHOP MEAT

14 oz. PACK TILAPIA FILET
(3–5)4 LB. PACK

$4.59 LB.$3.99DOZ.$19.99
LITTLE NECK
CLAMS

U.S.D.A.
PRIME HAMBURGERS

FREE BOTTLE OF KETCHUP WITH PURCHASE OF $25 OR MORE!

1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FIND US ON:

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

SANTA MARIA SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM

The award winning 
Halau Hula O Na Mele ‘Aina 
O Hawai’I will be perform-
ing as a part of the sixth an-
nual Luau to benefi t in-need 
students at Our Saviour Lu-
theran School.

Doors open for cocktail 
hour at 5 pm on Saturday, 

Our Saviour Annual Luau
April 12. The dinner show 
begins at 6 pm and features 
dancers from Halau Hula 
and a Samoan fi re-knife 
dancer. 

A Luau feast featuring 
all you can eat fi sh, chicken, 
roast pig, tropical fruits, 
and complementary beer, 

wine, soda and juice accom-
panies the show. 

Tickets are $60 for adults 
and $20 for those under 21.

For more informa-
tion contact Pastor Paul 
Sauer at oslpaul@aol.
com<mailto:oslpaul@aol.
com> or 718-792-5665.

The 2nd Annual Health 
Career Fair will be spon-
sored by Community Board 
10 on Wednesday, April 2, 
3:30 to 8 p.m., at the Greek 

American Institute, 3573 
Bruckner Boulevard. 

Explore the many health 
career opportunities in 
Community Board 10 and 

CB 10 2nd Annual Health Career Fair
beyond. 

For additional infor-
mation call 718 892 1161 or 
email bx10@cb.nyc.gov.

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 900 E. 132nd 
St., Bronx, NY 10454, or e-
mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 

CYO State Champs

Santa Maria School in 
Zerega fi elded boys basket-
ball team that captured the 
New York State Catholic 
Youth Organization state 
title with a recent victory 
over the upstate champs in 
the fourth grade division, St. 
Augustine from Rockland 
County. According to Santa 
Maria, this is the fi rst time 
a boys team from the fourth 
grade division has ever cap-
tured the state title for the 
Bronx in the history of the 
league which dates back 
over 50 years and covers over 
40 schools. Santa Maria also 
stated it was the fi rst time a 
State Title was won in any 
division by any Bronx school 
in the past 25 years or so.  
“These boys have made his-

tory!” read a message from 
the school. 

Coach’s Message 

St. Francis Xavier bas-
ketball coach John Musto

wishes to congratulate his 
7th grade basketball stars, 
who won the CYO downstate 
championship. 

Honors Induction 

From Bill Rizopoulos 

of Pel-Bay Realty: The Vacca 
and Rizopoulos family would 
like to congratulate Christina 
Rizopoulos on being inducted 
into Kappa Delta Pi, the Na-
tional Honor Society for Edu-
cation majors, at Manhattan 
College.  Christina plans to 
work with children with spe-
cial needs, and we wish her 
continued success and the best 
in all of her endeavors.  We’re 
all very proud of your accom-
plishments.   

Support the Troops 

The Support the Troops 
Bingo fundraiser held ev-
ery year in honor of fallen 
Throggs Neck hero Chris 

Engledrum was held on Fri-

day, March 28. The event is so 
popular this year that veter-
ans advocate organizers can 
fi ll all 150 so seats strictly 
through word of mouth, ac-
cording to organizers. It is 
run by the Theodore Korony 
Post and Auxiliary Ameri-
can Legion #253, and held at 
the Samuel Young American 
Legion #620 in Pelham Bay. 
The proceeds go to send care 
packages overseas and sup-
port the troops. 
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Open Daily 10-6 | Hablamos Español
$ †

BeechwoodHomes.com

MODELS  NOW  OPEN
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
The city is planting one 

million trees —but hey, 
you left one naked!

That’s what a Morris 
Park Avenue shop owner 
is barking after the city 
fenced in all the other trees 
on the strip except for the 
one outside his store.

“It looks stupid when 
you walk down this block 
now,” said Jimmy Lan-
zetta, who runs Morris 
Park Flooring between 
Paulding and Colden Av-
enues. 

‘Bare-ly’ legal

Lanzetta was shocked 
when contractors working 
with the city’s One Mil-
lion Trees Project recently 
installed wrought-iron 
fences around the other 
trees on his block, while 
ignoring his tree.

He tries to keep his 
storefront looking sharp, 
with Christmas lights in 
the winter and Easter dec-
orations in the spring. But 
he said the lack of a match-

ing fence around his tree 
sends a bad message about 
his business.

“It’s an eyesore,” he 
said. “Everyone’s been 
walking in the store and 
asking me: how come you 
didn’t get one?”

Slip thru city cracks

The Parks Department 
has the answer, albeit a 
convoluted one — Lan-
zetta’s tree is simply too 
old.

A city policy bars Parks 
from funding a fence 
around any tree planted 
more than two years ago. 
And the tree in front of 
his store at 1008 Morris 
Park Ave. misses the cut 
because it was planted in 
2008, said Parks spokes-
man Nathan Arnosti.

The other three trees 
on the block were planted 
in 2013 as part of the city’s 
One Million Trees pro-
gram, a public-private 
partnership that aims to 
grow one million trees 
over the next decade, in-

cluding 220,000 on city 
streets.

Fences have been 
proven to help keep young 
trees alive by shielding the 
trunk from damage and its 
soil from pet leavings. 

Lanzetta said that city 
contractors got his hopes 
up last year when they ex-
panded the concrete area 
around his tree the same 
way they did the others on 
the block. But his tree was 
passed over this spring, al-
though it looks primed for 
a similar fence.

“If you look at the bot-
tom, there is enough space 
to put one of those fences 
in,” he said.

Parks has no problem 
with Lanzetta fi nding his 
own way to put a fence 
around the tree, as long as 
the city does not have to 
pay for it. 

But the local business-
man will have to jump 
through bureaucratic 
hoops to decorate his be-
loved trunk. 

He can ask the Borough 
President’s offi ce for help, 
shell out a donation to the 
New York Tree Trust, or 

even hire a private con-
tractor, so long as he ap-
plies for a “Tree Work Per-
mit” with the city.

“I’m happy to pay for 
it,” Lanzetta said, “But I 
need a permit? You must 
be kidding.” 

Shopowner barks at city tree fencing

A tale of two trees: The city installed wrought-iron fences around every other trunk on the block 
except the tree in front of Jimmy Lanzetta’s Morris Park Flooring.
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Join Us for an

Easter Feast. 

Continuous OPEN BAR with Premium Liquor!

Carving Station
• Roasted Baby Pig, Whole Turkey, 

Skirt Steak, Corned Beef and 
Brisket of Beef

Wok Station
• Array of Chinese Cuisine
Pasta Station
• Assorted Pasta Choices

Seafood Station
• Chilled Seafood Salad
• Clams Oreganata
• Mussels Posillipo
• Fried Calamari
• Smoked Salmon
• Roasted Red Snapper

Chafing Station
• Beef Bourguignonne 
• Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
• Eggplant Rollatini 
• Tripe Genovese 
• Arroz Con Gandule • Pollo Asado
• Veal & Peppers • Chicken Cacciatore
• Braciolette Di Maiale

Dinner Choice of:
• Penne Alla Vodka • Roast Prime Rib of Beef
• Spring Mesclun Salad • Veal with Porcini & Shitaki Mushrooms
with Balsamic Vinaigrette • Shrimp Oreganata

• Roast Leg of Lamb Served with Mint Jelly
• Fresh Fruit and Pastries • Coffee/Cappuccino/Espresso 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR
RESERVATION!

for only

48
1/2 PRICE, Children 5yrs - 12yrs
FREE, Children 4yrs and Under
Valet Parking Included Maestro’s 

C a t e r e r s
1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 718-792-8844

www.maestroscaterers.com

Sunday, April 20th, 2014, 12 noon to 5pm

Music by the Incredible ESU DJ’s

FREE Gifts!
FROM THE EASTER BUNNY

for all the kids!

per 
person$
sales tax included,
plus 10% gratuities

Bottled Red & White Wine On Every Table

Deluxe Cocktail Hour 12pm -1pm

Ask us how you can take advantage of these special offers and get 
a $100 cash bonus with direct deposit into your checking account!

*Totally Free ExtraValue Checking account requires $100 minimum opening balance.  Direct Deposit $100 bonus 
offer for new accounts only. **Receipt of $100 bonus  is contingent upon establishing Direct Deposit of a recurring 
payment into the newly established checking account and that Direct Deposit must be verified within 60 days of 
account opening, prior to crediting the $100 to the account.  To qualify for this offer, a recurring payment must be 
payroll, Federal/state government benefit, or pension benefit checks.  The $100 will be considered interest earned on 
your checking account for the year in which it was received and it may be necessary to report this as taxable income 
for that calendar year.  Checking account cannot be opened with funds from an existing Apple Bank account.  One 
bonus offer per customer.   Employees of Apple Bank and its subsidiaries and their immediate family are not eligible 
for $100 bonus.  ***CDs require minimum deposit of $1,000 to open and earn interest.  Early withdrawal penalties 
may apply.  Accounts must be opened in person at an Apple Bank branch.  Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective 
as of October 22, 2013 and may be changed by the Bank at any time.    Offers may be discontinued by the Bank at 
any time without prior notice.  

Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com � 914-902-2775

wIth Direct Deposit into TOTALLY
FREE ExtraValue Checking

Get
$100**

TOTALLY FREE
ExtraValue
Checking* 1.05% 

$1,000 minimum to open

2 Year CD

APY***

“My Apple Bank has Free 
Checking Plus a $100 Bonus
with Direct Deposit!”

Buying or Refinancing a Home?

Established 1863 � Member FDIC �
www.applebank.com

Get $1,000 at Closing and Other Benefits
with Your Residential Mortgage

TOTAL $1,300 VALUE� with any Apple Bank Residential Mortgage
��Get a Check for $1,000 at Closing
��NO Application Fee - Save $300
�

NEW! LOANS UP TO 95% LOAN-TO-VALUE NOW AVAILABLE

CHOOSE THE PROGRAM that Meets Your Needs
��SONYMA Low Interest Rate Program
��Affordable Mortgages for Low and Moderate Income Homebuyers
��Co-op Loans*
��75-Day Rate Locks on Adjustable Rate Loans
��60-Day Rate Locks on Fixed Rate Loans

To learn more, call us toll free at 1-888-883-0464 today!

All programs are subject to change without prior notice. Advertised offers cannot be combined with other 
offers. This offer does not apply to Home Equity Loans. Apple Bank is not responsible for typographical er-
rors. Rates may vary based on property type, use, purpose and other factors. Loans over 80% loan-to-value 
require mortgage insurance.  Mortgage insurance payments are the responsibility of the borrower.  Loan 
rebate cannot exceed closing costs. *Co-op loans not available in CT or NJ.  Other terms and conditions 
apply. To receive this offer, this ad must be presented to an Apple Bank representative.  NMLS #446713.
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BOROBEATBEATBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

HEAT
Senator Jeff Klein has been 

on the hot seat lately, and though 
he’s been givin’ as good as he’s 
gettin’, it’s not cooling off.

The latest issue is a legislative 
measure, fi rst reported in the Riv-
erdale Press, that Jeff put into the 
Albany hopper that would have 
the effect of stopping Montefi ore 
Medical Center’s plan to slap up 
an 11-story medical facility in Riv-
erdale that locals are scream-
ing about - including potential 
Jeff challenger and former Attor-
ney General /Assemblyman/City 
Councilman/School Board Chair-
man Oliver Koppell.

Problem is, both Monte and 
the project developer, Simone De-
velopment, creators of the Hutch 
Metro Center where Jeff has his 
district offi ce, are long time, deep 
pocket campaign contributors. 
And Simone stands to make - or 
lose - big bux building the $50 
million project.

The only exit strategy we can 
fi gure for Jeff to come out keeping 
both sides happy is if Dean Ske-
los, Republican co-leader in the 

senate with Jeff, steps in to kill 
the measure, leaving Jeff to say 
at he least tried.

Jeff has already taken heat for 
the timing of bringing the state tu-
ition support DREAM Act for col-
lege age immigrants to the Senate 
fl oor, only to see it go down in de-
feat by two votes.

And of course, the Senate’s 
regular Democratic Conference, 
which WOULD be in the major-
ity but for Jeff’s breakaway Inde-
pendent Democratic Conference 
hooking up with the GOP side, is 
probably loving all this, if not fo-
menting some of it.

RUNNING SCARED
You can just about feel the 

sweat coming off of Congress-
man Charlie Rangel as it ap-
pears his support slipping away 
over to challenger northern Man-
hattan state Senator Adriano Es-
paillat, who came thisclose to 
beating last time by about a thou-
sand votes.

Charlie has suddenly been 
showing up all over the 20% west 
Bronx piece of his Harlem dis-
trict, making up  for lost time at 

the last minute, joining at every 
press conference and appearance 
that he can with supportive lo-
cal electeds, primarily northeast 
Bronx Councilman Andy King. 
And his press releases suddenly 
overfl oweth, like a burst PR dam.

Latest harpoon: Bronx Boro 
Prez Ruben Diaz Jr. throwing his 
support to Espaillat.

While Ruben beat a loud drum 
for Charlie the last time, includ-
ing a big support rally outside the 
County Building, “this is Adriano’s 
moment,” said a Diaz ally.

Both Ruben and Adriano have 
been long time good friends, the 
source pointed out. And as for Re-
alpolitik, an Espaillat win would 
certainly help Ruben garner sup-
port from the growing Domini-
can community for his future po-
litical plans.

Next big question, where does 
Dem County Boss Carl Heastie
go with the party’s endorsement? 
He’s already lost any clout he had 
in the City Council by backing the 
wrong horse for council speaker. 
Or maybe he’ll play it safe and just 
sit this one out. No smoke signals 

yet out of County.
MONEY MEN

C o u n c i l m e m b e r s  J i m m y 
Vacca and Andy King will be 
leading the charge for Bronx fund-
ing priorities for projects and or-
ganizations in the current City Hall 
budget talks with Mayor de Bla-
sio - including them and fight-
ing to restore the cut ones. Vacca 
and King were chosen by Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito
to rep the borough.

VACANCY
We hear  a t to rney  L aToya 

Joyner is starting to look good 
to run for that vacant seat in the 
77th Assembly District in High-
bridge recently vacated by Van-
essa Gibson, who stepped down 
to win a seat in the City Council. 
Joyner was a former intern for 
current Deputy Borough President 
Aurelia Greene when she held 
the assembly seat. 

-30-
For Riverdale Press editor 

James Palmer, leaving after less 
than a year at the helm. Apparently 
not his cup of tea after working in 
the world of international journal-

ism. Editor and publisher Richie 
Stein holding the fort while a re-
placement is sought.

REPLACEMENT
Since Gov. Cuomo has turned 

down invites to be guest speaker 
for the past three years, the North 
Manhattan Bronx Realtors Asso-
ciation is having his potential GOP 
challenger, Westchester County 
Exec Rob Astorino address the 
powerful real estate body at its 
90th anniversary annual gala on 
Thursday, April 24 at the Marina 
del Rey.

QUOTE
We promised not to keep this 

quote off-the-record from a cer-
tain well-placed elected who said 
it, but it was too good not to print: 
“Cuomo plays chess; deBlasio 
plays checkers.”

MEA CULPA
We must not have been look-

ing that hard. Boro gay activist 
Lew Goldstein and one of the 
vice chairmen at the Bronx Dem 
Par ty, took issue with us over 
last week’s column that the lo-
cal pols were trying to avoid him 
with his rainbow fl ag at the Bronx 

St. Patrick’s Parade. Well, they 
DID keep on their outer fl ank on 
the march, but Lew said a cou-
ple of them posed for pix hold-
ing the fl ag, including Boro Prez 
Ruben Diaz Jr., who joked that 
Lew should send a copy to his 
senator dad, Ruben (The Rev) 
Diaz Sr., not the biggest sup-
porter of same sex marriage, to 
say the least.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
April 1 - Community Board 1 

District Manager Ken Kearns.
April 2 - Community Board 

1 Chairman George Rodriguez.
April 3 - Retired First Grade 

Detective Howard (Howie the 
Hump) Denton,  longtime an-
chor of Morrisania’s 42nd 
Precinct.

BRONX LINES
“Old Peter Minuet had nothing 

to lose when he bought the isle 
of Manhatten 

For twenty-six dollars and a 
bottle of booze and they threw in 
the Bronx and Staten”

— “Give it back to the Indi-
ans” by Ella Fitzgerald

Easter Family Tradition at:

Sunday, April 20, 2014 -12noon-5pm

Dinner

Open Bar, Premium Liquor Served Throughout Affair
Eastwood Dessert Served At Your Table

3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY
Reservations: 718-654-4200

One Hour Cocktail Reception - Four Hours Dining & Dancing
Featuring: 

Alive ‘N’ Kickin Orchestra & Show

Choice Of:

FREE GIFTS
For the children

from the 
Easter Bunnies

$48
per person

plus 10% gratuity
sales tax included

1/2 Price For

Children Under

the age of 12
Deluxe Cocktail Hour:

No Charge for

Children under 4

years of age
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QUEENS BANKING OFFICES BROOKLYN BANKING OFFICE

BRONX BANKING OFFICE

April 11, 2014 
is

Teach Your Child
to Save Day!
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SAVE THE DATE:
SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2014 
11 AM – 6 PM

A fun-filled day featuring merchant displays,  
kids’ games & activities, art exhibits, city services,  

health screenings, a variety of foods and  
vendors and an all day concert series!

y                   
MARKETING & ADVERTISING SOLUTIONS

PRODUCED BY

Sponsored by the Westchester Square Business Improvement District

For more information contact 718-597-4629 

To be a Vendor or Sponsor contact 
 info@masmarketingny.com or 718-283-4081

In Partnership with

Sponsored by:

COROFreestyle Sensation

RAY  
DE LA PAZ

Grammy Salsa Artist

Promote Your Business, Organization,  
Services and more at this Exclusive Event!

Enjoy One-on-One Interaction with  
Thousands of Fair Goers

Contests, Raffles, Giveaways & Much More!

THE WESTCHESTER SQUARE
6TH ANNUAL
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The care you need, when and where you need it, to live well at home.

An AgeWell Personal Care Manager works with you to create an individualized Plan of Care. You will 
have choices and flexibility, and all the services you need to live safely and comfortably in your home. 
Joining AgeWell improves your health care coverage and services... and you pay nothing!

For eligibility and enrollment:

A New York State Authorized Medicaid Managed Long Term Care Plan

BY BEN KOCHMAN
What’s next for the city’s 

“auditor-in-chief”?
Newly elected city 

Comptroller Scott Stringer 
stopped by the offi ces of 

Times-Reporter last week 
to provide some clues.

With just a few months in 

offi ce, Stringer has exposed 
collusion in the city school 
system’s milk contracts, an-
nounced an audit of the city 
library system and alerted 
the city to improperly clas-
sifi ed vacant lots that lost 
at least $1.7 million in tax 
revenue.

In a wide-ranging inter-
view, the city fi nancial top 
dog dished on how he will 
continue to check city agen-
cies and monitor how the 
city uses public funds.

We also quizzed him on 
his stance on some of the 
big issues facing the Bronx 
today.

Development q’s

Stringer tiptoed around 
taking a hard position on 
the big development proj-
ects slated for the borough.

He praised Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr.’s 
resolve on spearheading 
the deal to bring the world’s 
largest ice center to the 
Kingsbridge Armory. But 

the city money manager 
said his offi ce hadn’t had 
a chance yet to review the 
specifi cs on the historic 
community benefi ts agree-
ment (CBA) the developer 
signed with the city.

“Sometimes CBAs don’t 

meet the standard of what 
really promotes economic 
growth,” the city money 
manager said.  “In this case 
I believe it probably does.”

The city fi nancial chief 
also hedged on the boro 
prez-backed FreshDirect 

deal, in which the internet 
grocer netted over $100 mil-
lion in city and state subsi-
dies to relocate to the Port 
Morris Waterfront. 

“I do commend Borough 
President Diaz for recogniz-
ing that the future of the 
borough is maintaining 
and attracting strong busi-
nesses here,” he said. But 
he added that “it remains to 
be seen” if the deal will be 
good for locals.

Stringer stressed that 
economic development is 
key for the Bronx —but only 
if local stakeholders are en-
gaged.

“Going forward, we 
have to make sure that ev-
ery time we have this type 
of economic activity, there 
has to be a relationship 
between the industry and 
the local community,” said 
Stringer.

Backing CBs

Part of bettering that 
relationship is giving local 

community boards, which 
are locals’ fi rst line of de-
fense on big land-use issues, 
more resources. Stringer 
said he’s long supported in-
creasing boards’ budgets, 
which have held steady for 
the last 20 years, as well as 
funding a full-time urban 
planner for each board.

“We need to give the 
communities the tools they 
need to take on these devel-
opers when they roll into 
a neighborhood,” said the 
Comptroller.

Ending the gouging

Stringer also came out 
strong on small business, 
saying that his offi ce would 
audit city agencies to en-
sure that they stopped “ha-
rassing” business owners 
with fi nes.

“These businesses have 
been taxed and fi ned out of 
existence,” he said. “There 
are better ways to raise rev-
enue.”

City Comptroller takes ‘wait and see’ stance on FreshDirect deal

CITY COMPTROLLER SCOTT STRINGER

Stringer: Strengthen cmty boards

We need 
to give the 

communities the 
tools they need 
to take on these 
developers when 
they roll into a 
neighborhood.

Scott Stringer
City Comptroller
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40th PCT.
WED, FEB. 5th, 4:30 a.m. – 

Police were alerted to a series of 
crimes that took place minutes 
apart in the South Bronx. The first 
incident was reported shortly af-
ter 4:30 a.m. at 426 East 138 St. 
A check cashing store was robbed. 
Minutes later a cell phone was 
robbed from the McDonald’s facili-
ty located at 85 Bruckner Blvd. Fol-
lowed by a robbery of a gas station 
that is located at 164 Willis Ave. No 
serious injuries were reported dur-
ing all three incidents. Detectives 
are handling the inquiry. 

 FRI, FEB. 7th, 8:45 a.m. – 
Park Ave. and East 149 St. Detec-
tives are looking into an incident 
where a victim of a “Knock Out” 
attack was transported to Lincoln 
Medical Center. Quick police action 
resulted in arrest of the attacker. 

FRI, FEB. 7th, 2:40 p.m. – 369 
East 149 St. Investigation is un-
derway as police look for an un-
known bank bandit. The unknown 
culprit was wearing a scarf around 
his face to hide his identity officials 
report entered the local branch of 
the Hudson Valley Saving’s Bank. A 
search of the area was conducted 
but ended with fruitless results for 
law enforcement officials. 

SAT, FEB. 8th, 6:00 a.m. – 
375 East 154 St. Police are dig-
ging into an incident where cross 
complaints were filled. The medi-
cal staff at Lincoln Medical Center 
treated a male for a stab wounds 
to the right shoulder and also the 
hand. Police ended up arrested two 
persons.   

41st PCT.
THURS, FEB. 6th, 6:10 a.m. – 

627 Manida St. A suspect was tak-
en into custody after being found 
by police officers with a gun. Upon 
checking authorities learned that 
the suspect failed to properly regis-
ter the weapon in NYC. The 40-cal-
iber pistol was removed from the 
culprit possession and vouched as 
evidence for the pending trail.  

SUN, FEB. 9th, 5:45 a.m. – 
1030 Bryant Ave. Police officials 
were in the middle of a faceoff 
with an emotional upset female oc-
cupant. Authorities indicated that 
the female appeared to be drunk 
and refused to open the door. Af-
ter talking with officials the wom-
an opened the door and was then 
transported to Lincoln Medical 
Center. 

43rd PCT.
WED, FEB. 5th, 1:35 a.m. – 

1155 Morrison Ave. Authorities 
conducted a search for two males 
who pulled off a brazen home inva-
sion in the Sound View community. 
Officials reported that the two male 
culprits were waiting in a hallway 
until a person appeared to be en-
tering an apartment. The two cul-
prits armed with a gun, pushed the 
victim into an apartment that was 

occupied by several other persons. 
The three victims were placed into 
a rear bedroom before the culprits 
fled with two-hundred dollars in 
cash besides a collection of watch-
es. One of the victims received a 
head injury and was transported 
to Jacobi Medical Center for treat-
ment. 

SUN, FEB. 9th, 2:30 p.m. – 
1740 Westchester Ave. Specially 
trained police officers from High-
way 1 were summoned to the scene 
of a vehicle accident under the Pel-
ham Bay train line. A vehicle struck 
one of the el pillars causing life 
threatening injuries to the motor-
ist. The victim was transported to 
Jacobi Medical Center in extremely 
critical condition. The members of 
the Critical Investigation Squad will 
handle the inquiry. 

44th PCT.
WED, FEB. 5th, 1:00 p.m. – 

725 Exterior St. First responded 
were alerted to a collapse situation 
An enclosed tennis court collapsed 
due to the buildup of snow. As res-
cue workers checked the structure 
it was determined that no one was 
injured. 

THURS, FEB. 6th, 9:30 p.m. 
– 800 Grand Concourse. A 23 year 
old Hispanic male was arrested 
by local police officers after being 
found with a gun. The weapon, a 
357-caliber revolver, was vouched 
by the arresting police officer. The 
male culprit failed to obtain the 
proper NYC permit to own a gun 
within the city. 

FRI, FEB. 7th, 4:20 p.m. – Col-
lege Ave. and East 169 St. Officials 
are looking into an incident where 
a teenager was attacked. A 16 year 
old Hispanic male was transported 
to Lincoln Medical Center suffering 
from a stab wound to the back. Po-
lice are looking for a group of males 
who fled from the crime scene. 

SAT, FEB. 8th, 6:15 a.m. – 951 
Woodycrest Ave. A middle-aged 
Hispanic woman was arrested by 
local police officers in the High-
bridge section. The 31 year old 
woman was found to be in posses-
sion of two handguns. Both weap-
ons were removed from the wom-
an’s control since she failed to have 
a NYC permit for either handguns. 
Both pistols were vouched pend-
ing the outcome of the legal pro-
cedures.

 SAT, FEB. 8th, 7:55 p.m. – 
Grand Concourse and East 166 St. 
Another teenager ended up being 
arrested by local police officers. 
The 18 year old male was charged 

with illegal possession of a hand 
gun. Taken away from the teen was 
a 380-caliber semi-automatic pis-
tol. The gun was vouched by the ar-
resting officer. 

SUN, FEB. 9th, 12:15 a.m. – 
1125 Findlay Ave. Local undercov-
er police officers arrested another 
teenager. This time a 16 year old 
black male was arrested after po-
lice found the teen with a 22-cali-
ber revolver. The gun was vouched 
as evidence for the pending trail.

45th PCT.
WED, FEB. 5th, 5:00 a.m. – 

3760 East Tremont Ave.  Authori-
ties are looking into another break-
in that occurred in the Throggs 
Neck section. Investigators were 
informed that over one-hundred 
thousand dollars’ worth of clothing 
was taken from the closed store. 
Detectives are looking into the in-
cident. 

SUN, FEB. 9th, 4:00 p.m. – 
300 Baychester Ave. A city employ-
ee was arrested in the Bay Plaza 
Shopping Plaza. The government 
employee who works for the city’s 
Housing Authority, was charged 
with petit larceny for an incident in-
volving K-mart. 

46th PCT.
FRI, FEB. 7th, 11:10 a.m. – 

Anthony Ave. and Bush St. Police 
were alerted that a teenager might 
have been shot. The 17 year old 
black male was transported to St. 
Barnabas Hospital where the medi-
cal staff indicated that the wound 
was not from a gunshot, but in-
stead from a fall on ice. 

47th PCT.
FRI, FEB. 7th, 12:15 a.m. – 

800 East Gun Hill Rd. The victim 
of a slashing was transported to 
Jacobi Medical Center suffering 
from a six-inch wound. Police of-
ficers took a 14 year old Hispanic 
girl into custody charging her with 
the attack.

FRI, FEB. 7th, 7:25 p.m. – 811 
East 226 St. Police ended up ar-
resting a 25 year old black male. 
The culprit was charged will illegal 
possession of a gun after he was 
found with a 32-caliber weapon. 
The handgun was vouched as evi-
dence since the man failed to ob-
tain the proper license to possess a 
gun within the city. 

SAT, FEB. 8th, 4:20 a.m. – 
3855 Bronxwood Ave. Another 
gun was taken off the North Bronx 
streets. This time a 9-mm pistol 

ended up being vouched as evi-
dence with the arrest of the 27 year 
old black male.  

SAT, FEB. 8th, 4:30 p.m. – 745 
East 223 St. Authorities are looking 
into the death of a 9 year old black 
child. The young girl had suffered 
from Cerebral Palsy and died after 
being ill for three days. Detectives 
were summoned to Montefiore 
Hospital’s Wakefield Division after 
the child expired. 

48th PCT.
WED, FEB. 5th, 5:15 p.m. – 

2037 Belmont Ave. An inquiry was 
launched by local detectives after 
learning of a home invasion. Armed 
with a shotgun, three males forced 
their way into a home. The occu-
pant was secured by the trio at 
gunpoint. The trio collected sever-
al cell phones, money, and various 
medications before fleeing. The in-
cident is under investigation. 

THURS, FEB. 6th, 9:00 a.m. – 
Park Ave. and East 179 St. Police 
officers arriving on the scene of a 
vehicle accident arrested one of the 
motorist. The vehicle operator, who 
is a city volunteer, was driving with 
a suspended driver’s license. 

SAT, FEB. 8th, 1:25 a.m. – 
761 East Tremont Ave. Another 
teen came under the eyes of law 
enforcement officials. An 18 year 
old Hispanic male was arrested af-
ter authorities found the young cul-
prit in possession of a 9-mm pistol. 
The weapon was removed from the 
teen’s control and was vouched as 
evidence for the pending trail. 

50th PCT.
WED, FEB. 5th, 9:15 a.m. – 

2731 University Ave. Emergency 
responders requested additional 
assistance after arriving at a pri-
vate house in the Kingsbridge 
Heights section. The weight of 
snow apparently caused the roof of 
the private home near West 195 St. 
to collapse. Fire dispatchers sent 
a collapse response to the scene. 
Firefighters conducted searches of 
the remaining structure to ensure 
that all residents were account-
ed for, but due to the instability of 
the structure, secondary searches 
were delayed. Con Edison gas and 
electric crews were requested. No 
serious injuries were reported.  

THURS, FEB. 6th, 10:30 a.m. 
– 2975 Tibbett Ave. A 15 year old 
Hispanic boy at Middle School # 
368 ended up in trouble not only 
with school officers, but also with 
the law enforcement community. 
The boy was arrested after he was 

found in possession of a gun.  Upon 
examination of the weapon it was 
determined to be a ‘BB’ gun. The 
weapon was vouched as evidence 
as the student was arrested. 

52nd PCT. 
THURS, FEB. 6th, 9:30 a.m. – 

2543 Jerome Ave. A suspect was ar-
rested by police after a traffic agent 
was assaulted. The city worker was 
pushed by the unidentified culprit 
who also threw government proper-
ty to the ground, a ticket printer. Re-
sponding police officers arrested the 
alleged attacker. 

Housing
WED, FEB. 5th, 5:30 a.m. – 

1790 Story Ave. A crime victim re-
ported that a person fired a gun in 
their direction. The bullet missed 
the person authorities reported. 
There was no property damage re-
ported. Detectives from the 43rd 
Pct. Squad are handling the inqui-
ry along with Housing PSA # 8 of-
ficers. 

SAT, FEB. 8th, 4:15 p.m. – 800 
Sound View Ave. First responders 
came to the aid of a two-year old 
child. The child apparent severed 
their finger by a closing door. The 
child was transported to Jacobi 
Medical Center for immediate care. 
Police officers from Housing’s PSA 
# 8 are working with detectives 
from the 43rd Pct. Squad looking 
into the incident. 

SUN, FEB. 9th, 6:00 p.m. – 
1170 East 229 Drive South. Police 
were alerted that a young woman 
had been stabbed during a domes-
tic dispute. The 21 year old Hispan-
ic female was suffering from a stab 
wound to the back upon arrival of 
police officers from Housing’s PSA 
# 8. The injured woman was trans-
ported to Jacobi Medical Center.  

Fire Log
THURS, FEB. 6th, 11:11 a.m. 

– 1420 St. Peters Ave. Firefighters 
responded into the Westchester 
Square area to battle a fire in a 
store. The blaze was located in an 
appliance store near Tratman Ave. 
Engine 64 upon arrival indicated 
that they were faced with a seri-
ous incident. Battalion 15 respond-
ed to take command of the extin-
guishing operation for the fire that 
was on the first floor of a six-story 
dwelling. By 11:40 a.m. Division 7 
reported that all primary searches 
were completed and are negative. 
Fire Marshals were alerted since 
firefighters were faced with a seri-
ous fire upon arrival that they were 
unable to figure out how it started. 
At 11:58 a.m. the fire was declared 
under control. 

THURS, FEB. 6th, 1:22 p.m. 
– 2468 DeVoe Terrace. Firefight-
ers spotted a fire on the top floor 
of a private dwelling. Engine 75 re-
ported upon arrival there they had 
visible flames with possible exten-
sion to the attic area of the two sto-

ry dwelling. Battalion 19 ordered a 
second hose line to be stretched as 
ladder crews were busy conducting 
searches. In less than 30 minutes 
the main body of fire had been ex-
tinguished and the incident was de-
clared under control. 

FRI, FEB. 7th, 11:00 p.m. – 
1015 Ogden Ave. A fire damaged 
five stores in the Highbridge com-
munity authorities reported. Bat-
talion 17 requested additional units 
before the blaze was declared un-
der control. 

SUN, FEB. 9th, 1:18 p.m. – 
2172 Ryer Ave. Firefighters arriving 
at a reported fire in an apartment 
house indicated that there was a 
working fire on the 5th floor. Bronx 
Fire Alarm Dispatchers relayed in-
formation to responding units that 
they received a report that children 
were trapped. Battalion 19 reported 
that all the units on the first alarm 
were being put to work and request-
ed an additional engine and ladder 
company bring the total firefight-
ers on the scene to over 60 before 
the fire was declared under control. 
Firefighters returned later that day 
after 8 p.m. to extinguish another 
fire on the 5th floor. That blaze was 
declared under control shortly be-
fore 9 p.m. by Division # 7. 

SUN, FEB. 9th, 1:34 p.m. – 
450 East 169 St. Authorities assist-
ed a family after they were burned 
out of their home. Two adults and 
three children were provided with 
assistance as smoke-eaters extin-
guished a fire that damaged their 
home at the Morris Housing Devel-
opment. Battalion 17 new that they 
were faced with a serious fire and 
requested additional assistance. 
Upon arrival a woman was visibly 
observed in a window within the 
burning apartment. Ladder crews 
were assigned the task of removing 
the woman from the 5th floor apart-
ment. Due to the amount of fire and 
smoke a signal was transmitted that 
brought additional units to the scene 
so that they could battle the blaze, 
ventilate the building, and treated 
the injured occupants. By 2:15 p.m., 
Division 6 reported that the fire was 
knocked down and searches were 
completed. The chief indicated that 
the situation was probably will hold. 
Officials reported that seven per-
sons including firefighters were in-
jured by this blaze. 

SUN, FEB. 9th, 11:30 p.m. – 
600 East 141 St. Firefighters were 
greeted by flames dancing out of the 
windows as they arrived at a five-
story apartment. The fire was on the 
third floor. Ladder 29 crew raised 
the aerial ladder grabbing a trapped 
resident who was hanging out of a 
window. Division 6 after arriving re-
ported that an emotionally disturbed 
person refused to come down off the 
top of the ladder threatening to jump. 
Police officers from the Emergency 
Service Squad set up under the lad-
der as other additional police officers 
rushed to the scene. The man sur-
renders to police officers after hang-
ing from a wire.  
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St. Pat’s and drinking
Dear editor,
This year, the 16th Annual Throggs Neck 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade was held on March 
16th. This event celebrated not just the Irish, 
but all families in general.  People hosted re-
unions, and those moved away came back to 
visit old friends.  This parade has shown that 
St. Patrick’s Day can be a community celebra-
tion without the problems that can arise from 
excessive alcohol consumption.

What made the Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade so unique?  Several factors came 
into play. First, there is large faith component 
to the parade. The procession began with a 
mass at St. Benedict’s Church.  This year, the 
parade also honored a clergy member, Mother 
Alice McGowan, who is the CEO of Jeanne Ju-
gan Residence. Second, police monitored the 
parade, which means that issues were resolved 
quickly and were less likely to begin. Finally, 
the Throggs Neck Community Action Partner-
ship (TNCAP) has worked with the commu-
nity and local businesses to highlight family-
friendly activities, not alcohol, to promote the 
parade. In fact, the Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade fl yer stated:  “After the Parade, 
the celebration of Irish Heritage will continue.  
Please join your family and friends for fi ne 
Irish food, traditional music and of course, 
fun!”  In this way, the parade was a cross-gen-
erational celebration that strengthened com-
munity, families, and businesses alike. 

Communities have become increasingly 
aware of the high costs of excessive alcohol 
consumption at public events, which can re-
sult in unruly behavior, noise, public urina-
tion and other negative consequences that 
dampen holiday spirit and pose a serious risk 
to life and limb.  Drinking contributes to more 
than 1,000 car crashes per year in New York 
City. One in three pedestrians killed by cars 
is found to have been intoxicated.  Nationally, 
one in four (26%) unintentional injuries and 
almost half (46%) of all murders involve alco-
hol use.

In addition to the initiatives in Throggs 
Neck, other organizations have been working 
to raise awareness about the negative impacts 
of excessive alcohol use. Bronx Health REACH 
is working with the Partnership for a Health-
ier NYC to organize the fi rst-ever Alcohol and 
Violence Symposium in May. Experts and ad-
vocates from across the city will speak about 
the intersections between alcohol and gun/
street violence, domestic violence and sexual 
assault, elder/child abuse, and hate crimes. 
These kinds of events aim to inform commu-
nity members and organizations alike on how 
to prevent violence that results from alcohol 
use. 

We would like to commend everyone who 
attended parades and events like the Throggs 
Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade that honor the 
true spirit of the holiday: Irish culture, fam-
ily, faith, and of course, food!  By supporting 
celebrations that do not promote drinking, you 
not only ensured a good time for your family 
and community, but also encouraged more of 
these kid-friendly events to take root.  To learn 
more about TNCAP’s initiatives or attend the 

Alcohol and Violence Symposium, please visit: 
TNCAP:  http://adapp.org/services-programs/
community-coalition-activities/

Partnership for a Healthier NYC: www.
healthiernyc.org, info@healthiernyc.org

Joanne Timmins, TNCAP

Caroline Dunn, Partnership for a 

Healthier Bronx at Bronx Health REACH

Property taxes
Dear editor,
So now we know that the Bronx receives 

the lowest percentage of property tax breaks 
at 6% with Staten Island at 7% and Queens and 
Brooklyn at 11%. God only knows what Man-
hattan gets! We, the Bronx with the lowest per 
capita income, receive the least!

Where have our legislators been for the last 
40 years! Are we/they so weak and helpless 
that we cannot wrangle a better deal!

If so, it is time for us little guys to stand 
up or our children will not be able to live in 
our bungalows (Asian Indian term for small 
wooden hovel).

Tom Hansen

Missing signs
Dear editor,
Anyone traveling for some time on the East-

bound I-278 Bruckner Expry from the RFK 
Bridge may have noticed something missing 
at one point.

At the area where the Sheridan Expry (I 
895--Exit 49) and the Bruckner descending 
ramp leading to the Hunts Point drawbridge 
separates, there are no directional signs at 
this break.  The last of such signs seen on the 
elevated part of the Bruckner Expry, where 
one sign states I-278 pointing to the left and 
I-895 pointing to the right, are approximately 
one half mile before the fork in the road.

But many would remember that indeed 
there were such signs at this break off point 
and subsequently wonder at what time did 
they disappear and why.

The last time these signs were intact was 
over a year and a half ago -- within a few days 
after Superstorm Sandy.

The signs as well as the overhead base were 
disassembled and removed -- I personally wit-
nessed this as I drove on the Bruckner, believ-
ing the storm had affected the structure of the 
overhead base and was not within safety stan-
dards to remain intact.

Since then, there has been no replacement 
of that base as well as the necessary signs 
which to my understanding is a requirement 
under traffi c safety laws to notify motorists 
of these exits and breaks in the road to safely 
guide them, to avoid collisions as much as pos-
sible.

Ever since these signs were removed, I can-
not begin to stress how many close calls, how 
many near-collisions I witnessed because the 
motorists were caught off guard as to when 
the road divides -- either near-collisions with 
other motorists or towards the fi xed yellow 
cautionary structure wrapped around the con-
crete wall separating the two roadways.

Ironically though, after the removal of 
these signs, there is what appears to be a traf-
fi c camera erected to overlook the elevated 
Bruckner and Sheridan Expressways, located 
around Hunts Point Ave, within one quarter 
mile past a billboard advertisement.

This has me wondering: they want a traffi c 
camera overlooking the expressway and would 
rather remove the safety directional signs to 
accomodate the traffi c cam instead of remov-
ing and relocating the billboard sign and place 
the traffi c cam in its place; that this billboard 
sign was placed solely to gain any and every 
motorist’s attention.

I have placed several calls on the matter 
to Gridlock Sam Engineering (GSE), founded 
by former NYC Traffi c Commissioner “Grid-
lock” Sam Schwartz, who not only posts traf-
fi c columns in the New York Daily News but 
also acts as a liaison for traffi c and safety is-
sues concerning motorists and commuters -- 
they contact the appropriate offi cials relaying 
the info and concerns they received from the 
caller.

Thus they informed me they had contacted 
DOT after each and every time I followed up on 
a call to them, and they said they get the same 
response from DOT -- that they’ll look into it 
and it’s not of a priority right now compared 
to other issues.  I fi nd this quite disturbing -- 
since when is safety for all people NOT a pri-
ority??

As I stated earlier, we are now well past one 
year since Superstorm Sandy and the neglect 
of safety in the area in question remains high.  
The last time I wrote about a traffi c safety is-
sue which was successfully published in Bronx 
Times Reporter caught the attention of a State 
Senator who responded quickly to get the mat-
ter resolved.  I’m hoping for the same from this 
writing--that this matter is now in writing and 
not just word of mouth or telephone conversa-
tion which some people may deem it to be “off 
the record”. 

When it comes to safety for all people, noth-
ing should ever be “off the record”.

Michael S. Wilbekin

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor are welcome from 
all readers. They should be addressed 
care of this newspaper to Laura Guer-
riero, Publisher, the Bronx Times Re-
porter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, NY 
10454, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglo-
cal.com. All letters, including those 
submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed 
and with a verifi able address and tele-
phone number included. Note that the  
address and telephone number  will 
NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld upon request. 
No unsigned letters can be accepted for 
publication. The editor reserves the 
right to edit all submissions.

LET US HEAR 
FROM YOU

SUBSCRIBING COMMUNITY GROUPS
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Community Association
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association
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Stand Up for Kids
Families from every community are 
rallying in support of public charter 
schools – because they work. Keep 
ALL schools going strong.

Visit ChartersWork.org 
to learn more.

Every child deserves 
a great education.

Paid for by Families for Excellent Schools
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We are…
          

 

 Investments: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value. 

Kathryn M. Hurley 
Senior VP & Trust Services Director  |  (914) 768-6940

www.hudsonvalleybank.com

Left to right: Jessica Diaz, Trust Administrator; Drew Bender, First VP; Hilda Cabrera, Trust Administrator; Kathryn Hurley, 
Senior VP; Sinead Fitzsimons, VP; Vivian DeLillo, VP; Olga Haigh, Trust Administrator; Ana Maria Gomez, Trust  

Administrator and George Elferink, Senior VP

“We are here for you.”
 

Your Local Bank for Trust & Investment Services

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
A burglar who wreaked 

havoc in the east Bronx, in-
cluding ransacking a local 
assemblyman’s apartment, 
is facing up to fi ve years in 
jail and fi ve more under su-
pervision when he comes up 
for sentencing next week.

Michael Hererra, 34, is 
believed responsible for 
a string of burglaries in 
Country Club over a three-
month stretch.

He was fi nally caught 
Jan. 28, 2013, and pleaded 
guilty March 13 of this year 
in Bronx state Supreme 
Court to only one burglary 
- at east Bronx state Assem-
blyman Michael Benedet-
to’s apartment.

Second-story job

Police said he entered 
through a bedroom window 
next to a fi re escape in the 
early evening of Oct. 5, 2012 
at the elected’s Bruckner 
Blvd. building and made 
off with about $250 in cash 

and several pieces of wom-
en’s jewelry worth close to 
$3,000, according to Bene-
detto’s affi davit.

Benedetto said that 
when he returned home he 
noticed the bedroom win-
dow, which had been closed, 
was open, then discovered 
all the jewelry missing.

“He cleaned him out 
pretty good,” said a police 
source.

“It’s never a good feel-
ing to see that someone has 
broken into your home and 
stolen your possessions,” 
said Benedetto, “especially 
some things that had good 
memories.”

And, he added candidly, 
“I was really stupid, not 
locking the window next to 
the fi re escape. I’m just re-
ally grateful to the NYPD 
for making an arrest.”

Sentencing Monday

Herrera, who has a pre-
vious burglary-related ar-
rest in Queens, is due back 

in court on Monday, March 
31 for sentencing by Justice 
Denis Boyle on his guilty 
plea to attempted burglary 
in the second degree.

He has been in custody 
since his arrest, and de-
spite the maximum fi ve-
year term, could likely re-
ceive both time served and 
a lesser sentence.

Hererra will also have to 
spend fi ve years under pro-
bation supervision after his 
release from prison.

“A big mistake”

He was originally in-
dicted by a Bronx grand 
jury on Feb. 3, 2013 on a 
string of felony charges, in-
cluding two counts of bur-
glary, grand larceny, petit 
larceny, criminal posses-
sion of stolen property, and 
trespassing. 

In a signed confession, 
he told the arresting offi cer, 
Detective Bobby Rogers of 
the 45th Precinct detective 
squad, that he was sorry, 

stating “I am a very hard 
working man. But because 
I don’t want to justify the 

wrong that I did I am just go-
ing to say that its just hard 
out in New York City keep-

ing a job... [I] made a big 
mistake that now changed 
my life.” 

Pattern burglar hit assemblyman’s apartment

Benedetto burglar pleads out

Firefi ghters wrestle with three-alarm fi re that swept through eight stores at Walton and Burn-
side avenues in Mt. Hope on Sunday, March 23. Local City Councilman Fernando Cabrera was to 
meet with local merchants on Friday, March 28 to help with available recovery programs. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

THREE-ALARM FIRE RAGES IN MT. HOPE
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THE LUSTGARTEN FOUNDATION'S

CANCER
THE LUSTGARTEN FOUNDADD TAA ION'S

PANCREATIC

RESEARCH
WALK NYC

CLINTON COVE 

AT HUDSON  RIVER PARK

NEW YORK CITY

Cablevision’s support of The Lustgarten Foundation 

means that 100% of every dollar raised goes directly 

to pancreatic cancer research.

#WalkToCurePC

Sign up now at                         or call 1-866-789-1000
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VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE TODAY

VIP GRAND 
OPENING!

townhomes
starting at

$249,900

pricing starting 
in the mid
$200’s

1 Maple Fields Dr. Middletown, NY
31 Schutt Rd., Town of Wallkill, NY 10940 

 10am-5pm and By Appointment

Maple-Fields.com  914-461-9208 GroveAtNewWindsor.com  914-461-9205
The complete terms are in the offering plan available from sponsor file #H13-0001.

A YOU CAN SEE!

QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES AVAILABLE!

2604 Hawthorn Way
New Windsor, NY

Sales Hours: 10am-5pm and 
By Appointment

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Sister Miriam Thomas, 

a south Bronx icon who 
helped build affordable 
housing and gave commu-
nities spiritual and mate-
rial sustenance for decades, 
passed away on Thursday, 
March 20. 

Thomas, 80, helped with 
the rebuilding of much of 
Longwood and residen-
tial parts of Hunts Point 
devastated during the late 
1960s and 70s by arson and 
blight. 

In Longwood during 
those years, the buildings 
may have been on fi re, but 
the heart and soul of the 
community remained in-
tact thanks to the efforts 
of people like her, friends 
said. 

Thomas was a Sister of 
Charity who entered the 
order in 1951 and took an 
active role as a community 
service worker in Long-
wood’s St. Athanasius Par-

ish beginning in the late-
1960s. 

A wake was held at St. 
Athanasius on Sunday, 
March 23 and a funeral 
mass on Monday, March 24. 
She was interred at St. Jo-
seph Cemetery in Yonkers.  

Saint Anthansius was 
at the epicenter of a wave 
of arson and abandonment, 
but also of rebuilding. An 
affordable apartment build-
ing at 870 Southern Blvd. 
built on the last vacant city-
owned parcel of land was 
named in her honor as the 
Sister Thomas S.C. Apart-
ments. 

“Sister Thomas was in 
the community during the 
worst of the burning, and 
while most people could 
have left, her and the fathers 
at St. Athanasius stayed be-
cause they knew that there 
were people that needed 
spiritual guidance,” said 
dear friend, Antonio Cen-
teno Jr., who said she had 

helped him in his spiritual 
formation as a Catholic.

“To me, she will always 
be the angel of the south 
Bronx. She was the angel 
who was brought to us a 
time when we needed hope,” 
he said.  

From 1972 to 2004, 
Thomas worked as the ad-
ministrator of the multiser-
vice Simpson Street Devel-
opment Association.  

Her work at Saint Atha-
nasius continued until 2013 
as the director of a commu-

nity outreach program. 
She also worked with 

Father Louis Gigante at the 
South East Bronx Commu-
nity Organization (SEBCO) 
to help develop housing on 
vacant tracts of land after 
the communities burned, 
and served as chairwoman 
of Community Board 2.  

Condolences poured in 
from all over the political 
sphere. 

“As a Catholic nun, her 
faith in God and in our com-
munity could move moun-
tains,” said Congressman 
Jose Serrano. “She was in-
volved in every aspect of 
community life: serving on 
boards, feeding the hungry, 
helping to build and fi nd 
housing for the homeless 
and giving of herself to all 
members of our commu-
nity.”

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. said she was a 
person who dedicated her 
life to serving the commu-

nity. 
“Sister Thomas always 

did God’s work outside the 
church walls and gained 
the love and admiration 
of all through her tireless 
work in the Bronx,” he said, 
adding “She became a bea-
con of hope and a leader in 
the tenants’ rights move-
ment.” 

On the spiritual side, the 
Sisters of Charity remem-
bered a more personal side 
of Thomas. 

“Sister Thomas was a 
fun-loving and outgoing 
person who took great de-
light in entertaining and 
emceeing shows for the sis-
ters,” they said in a state-
ment. “Saint Patrick’s Day 
at the Convent of Mary the 
Queen will be a different 
experience without our 
‘Trud.’”

In 2009 Sister Thomas 
was named one of the Bronx 
Times Reporter’s 25 Bronx 
Infl uential Women.

Longtime leader who helped rebuild South Bronx passes

Sister Thomas S.C.  photo courtesy of Sisters of Charity

Community remembers Sr. Thomas
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CHEEKS      NECK                           UPPER ARMS                  STOMACH                        BUTT  THIGHS

JAWLINE

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S T H E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Fillers
Injections

The New Generation of 
SKIN TIGHTENING is here... Offering the 

latest in
Laser Hair Removal  

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

BEFORE

AFTER

WHY SHOULD WOMEN HAVE ALL THE FUN!

MALE LAUGH 
LINE SPECIAL

BRING A BUDDY AND GET ONE 
FREE FILLER SYRINGE. 

Average Syringe Price $400

Free Consultation. Limited Time Offer.

“Look as beautiful as you are….”
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920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Borough offi cials want 

to turn a desolate stretch of 
Harlem River into a water-
front destination.

But to win local support, 
they’ll need to convince 
nearby residents they are 
included in the redevelop-
ment wave.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. is touting cre-
ating a waterfront district 
along the river between E. 
138th and E. 149th streets, 
according to a new report 
by his offi ce.

A 2009 rezoning has 
made it possible for devel-
opers to build 400-feet high 
residential towers on the 
shoreline.

Beep dreams big

“The district has the po-
tential to totally transform 
an underutilized section of 
The Bronx,” he said, “while 
also creating new water-
front recreation opportuni-
ties for the entire borough.” 

Diaz dreams of apart-
ment buildings with a gor-
geous view of the Manhat-
tan skyline. Residents and 
visitors would enjoy parks, 
restaurants, a theater and a 
waterfront path.

Local activists are ex-
cited about the chance to 
stroll across a long-lost 
area. 

““You always knew the 
river was there, but you 
never really had access to 
it,” said Marty Rogers, 59, a 
Melrose lifer.

That scary ‘G’ word

But some locals want to 
make sure the new develop-
ment won’t price the area 
out. They’re even trotting 
out that controversial “g 
word” associated with any 
new development.

“Gentrifi cation is scar-
ing a lot of people in the 
south Bronx,” said Ed 
Conde, an activist and real 
estate professional. “With 
any type of new develop-

ment, there’s always that 
worry that it’s not going to 
include local residents.”

Among the proposed 
$500 million or so in new 
development included in 
the Harlem River plan are 
more than 1,500 housing 
units “of all types,” acord-
ing to the report.

Including some low and 
middle-income housing in 
those units would go a long 
way in winning local sup-
port in an area starved for 
housing.

“The main thing I’d 
worry about is that it’d be 
like the parts of Manhattan 
that are total luxury,” Rog-

ers said. “Unless they really 
made a commitment about 
affordable housing and put 
it in black and white, I’d be 
skeptical.”

Far from fruition

As of now, the idea is 
very much in its early 
stages. The South Bronx 
Overall Economic Corpo-

ration, or SoBro, will soon 
release a third-party plan-
ning report that details, 
among other things, how 
the project will tackle fl ood-
ing concerns.

SoBRO Vice President, 
Lourdes Zapata said she’s 
excited at the waterfront 
blank slate.

“It takes an area that’s 
underutilized and has a tre-
mendous amount of unre-
alized potential,” she said, 
“and brings it to a use that 
is responsive to the commu-
nity priorities and needs.”

But the project is still a 
long way from fruition. Za-
pata warned that the cost 
of the development may end 
up being far more than out-
lined in Diazp’s report.

We need to see if it will 
cost $500 million or $500 
billion.”she said. “We’ve 
got a nice start, but now we 
have to attach some more 
numbers to it. “

Locals hope they’re not priced out by development plan

A very, very preliminary rendering of what the Harlem River waterfront might look like, if the borough 
president has his way. Courtesy Borough President’s Offi ce

Diaz pushes Harlem River district
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By now, you’ve heard all about the Affordable Care Act. 
Maybe you’re not sure what to do. Call MetroPlus today 
and we can answer all your questions. We can help you 
keep the coverage you have now or talk to you about an 
affordable new plan that’s just right for you. Join one of the 

top-ranked health plans in NYC for almost 10 years.*

One of the most affordable 
health plans on the NY State of 

Health Marketplace. 

Enroll by March 31.

*Based on indicators chosen by the New York State Department of Health and published in its publication  
A Consumer’s Guide to Medicaid Managed Care in NYC 2003-2012. 

WHAT’S YOUR PLAN?
Choose Quality. Choose Affordability. Choose MetroPlus.

Call 1.855.809.4073
M E T R O P L U S . O R G

to take the next step.

It’s 
time

eeo/aa

School of Professional and Continuing Studies

Rose Hill 
Bronx, N.Y.

6:30 p.m.

April 10
718-817-2600

Lincoln Center
New York, N.Y.

6:30 p.m.

April 9
212-636-7333

Westchester
West Harrison, N.Y.

6:30 p.m.

April 8
914-367-3302

Opportunities for adult undergraduate learners 

It’s time   
to take the  
next step.

Attend an information session and 
receive an application fee waiver.

Start or finish your bachelor’s degree. 

pcs.fordham.edu/visit
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OUR SAVIOUR  SUMMER DAY CAMP 2014 

Fun Summer Learning in a Safe, Affordable Environment 
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OUR SAVIOUR LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

�� Nationally accredited K-
12 by Middle States  

 

�� Need based financial aid  
 

�� Small class sizes 
 

2014 SATURDAY  
OPEN HOUSES 

April 12 
May 17 
June 14 

 

10 am-noon 
 

Please call to register 

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The Bronx is building—and 

building. And then building some 
more.

Developers are pouring money 
into the borough at historic levels, 
according to a report from Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr.

The BP has been touting his idea 
of the “new Bronx,” as a haven of 
economic development. And his of-
fi ce has the stats to back that up, in-
cluding $5.768 billion in total devel-
opment since Diaz took offi ce and 
$894 million in fi nancing closed on 
new buildings in 2013 alone.

$$$ and more $$$

The amount of money invested 
in Bronx building dipped a bit in 
2013 from the year before, when it 
was over $1 billion because of boosts 
from the Bay Plaza Mall and a $350 
million mental health facility near 
the Hutchinson Metro Center.

But a slew of shopping malls, 
housing complexes and expansions 
to schools and hospitals in the 2013 
pipeline have Diaz excited.

“The ‘New Bronx’ is more than 
just rhetoric, it’s a movement,” Diaz 
said. “Our borough is seeing un-
precedented new levels of develop-
ment, with major new projects on 

the horizon and even bigger ideas 
ready to take fl ight.”

Housing takes lead

Most of the new building last 
year was residential, according to 
Diaz’s report. Housing rung in at 
67% of all new development. Lead-
ing the way as far and away the 
year’s biggest housing project was 
the $75 million Compass Apart-
ments from Signature Urban Prop-
erties, which broke ground in Feb-
ruary on the fi rst two apartment 
buildings of its 10-unit complex 
hard by the Sheridan Expressway 
in West Farms.

Other housing developments in 
the year’s top 10 biggest projects 
include the $50 Crossroads Plaza 
slated for the South Bronx, a $39.7 
million complex from Omni De-
velopment on Morris Avenue in 
Melrose, a $42 million multifam-
ily building on West Farms Avenue 
and a $25.2 million senior hous-
ing complex in the works for 6469 
Broadway in Riverdale, according 
to the  report.

$$ for public centers

Ringing in after residential con-
struction kicked off in 2013 was in-
stitutional development —meaning 
renovation or new building of pub-

lic institutions like hospitals and 
schools.

Over $171 million was invested 
in that area. Some highlights:

•Simone Development closed 
a $50 million deal on a Montefi ore 
Outpatient Center in Riverdale.

•The city started building a $25 
million P.S. 106 school on Olmstead 
Avenue in Parkchester and put 
over $27 million into an expansion 
of P.S. 56.

•A $10.5 million pavilion at the 
New York Botanical Garden.

Shopping mall boom

Commercial building last year 
wasn’t too shabby either, ringing in 
at $121 million boroughwide. Two 
massive shopping mall projects led 
the way: the $54 million Broadway 
Plaza development in Riverdale, 
and the $42 million Triangle Plaza 
mall that broke ground near the 
HUB in the South Bronx in Septem-
ber 2013.

The booming building has bor-
ough offi cials crowing.

“The Bronx will truly benefi t 
from these developments generat-
ing much needed economic activ-
ity,” said Lenny Caro, president & 
CEO of the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce.

Building, building, building everywhere. New developments dot the entire bor-
ough in this slide from the BEEP’s annual real estate report.  
                   Photos courtesy of Borough President’s Offi ce

Borough President Diaz: Bronx on a building boom
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It’s college application time and your 
teen has taken the SAT or ACT, kept up 
his or her grades, written a stellar essay 
and completed all college applications. 
There is one more piece to the college 
admissions puzzle that could potentially 
gain your teen the acceptance he or she 
seeks: the college admissions interview. 
“Not all colleges require a college admis-
sions interview, but many of the compet-
itive institutions do, as do some colleges’ 
departments or schools that require 
secondary admission,” says Eileen Hun-
tington of Huntington Learning Center. 
“The admissions interview intimidates 
many prospective students, but we en-
courage them to approach this as an op-
portunity to put a face to a name, make a 
good impression and articulate face-to-
face why they would be a great student 
at the college.” 

Huntington offers a few tips to stu-
dents as they prepare for the college ad-
missions interview: 

The interviewer might want to learn 
more about your reasons for wanting to 
attend the college and the components of 
your background that would make you 
an ideal fit. There are no wrong answers 
in an admissions interview, since the in-
terviewer simply wants to get to know 
you better. However, the more you pre-
pare, the more polished you will come 
across. 

While you might feel tempted to em-
bellish your résumé or act in a way you 
think might impress the interviewer, 
it is better to be honest about who you 
are and what you have to offer. That 
may even mean discussing lessons you 
have learned from challenges or fail-
ures. 

You should treat the admissions in-
terview as a chance to share your goals, 
educational journey, future plans and ex-
citement about the college. Although the 
interviewer wants you to feel comfort-
able, treat this interview as you would 
a job interview. Come ready to answer a 
variety of questions about yourself in a 
direct and clear way. 

Avoid cracking jokes, using inappro-
priate language or sharing too much 
personal information. Relax and be 
yourself, but remember that this is still 
an interview for college admission.

There is a good chance that you will 
be asked if you have any questions. Do 
your research about the college and the 
program or programs in which you are 
interested and develop a list of questions 
before your interview. Have them ready 
just in case. 

While there may be time allotted 
for questions, choose those questions 
wisely. You could easily find out about 
the admissions process and extracurric-
ular activities on the college’s website. 

“The admissions interview is a great 
opportunity and should not be a source of 
anxiety,” Huntington reminds students. 
“Look on the college’s website for any 
interview guidelines or tips, spend time 
preparing for the interview, and most im-
portant, put your very best foot forward.” 

For more tips on effective interview-
ing, admissions success and more, con-
tact Huntington Learning Center at 
1-800 CAN LEARN or visit Huntington’s 
Resource Library at http://huntington-
helps.com/resource/library/. 

Founded in 1977, Huntington is a pio-
neer and leader in the tutoring industry. 
For over 35 years, Huntington has pro-
vided quality instruction to hundreds of 
thousands of students. Huntington prides 
itself on being “Your Tutoring Solution” 
for students in all grades and subjects. 
They tutor in reading, phonics, math 
and study skills; as well as advanced 
math and science subjects ranging from 
algebra through calculus and general 
science through physics. They also pre-
pare students for state and standardized 
entrance exams, such as high school en-
trance exams and the SAT and ACT. 

Learn more about Huntington at 
www.huntingtonhelps.com. For infor-
mation on franchise opportunities, visit 
www.huntingtonfranchise.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Dos and Don’ts for College 
Admissions Interviews

Expires 4/15/2014

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN®

HuntingtonHelps.com

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, con idence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS
K-12 

 
 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
  

EXAM PREP

: 

SAVE $100**
WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

.
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726 Morris Park Ave  Bronx, NY
(718) 828-1800

www.LuccheseFuneralHome.com
This firm is a privately owned corporation whose only shareholder is Joseph A. Lucchese.  

(NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs).

Joseph A. Lucchese
F U N E R A L  H O M E ,  I N C .
R i b u s t e l l o  &  S o n ,  I n c .

©
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In today’s world of 
big business, it 

can be hard 
to tell who 
a c t u a l l y 
owns a 
f u n e r a l 

home.  We’d 
like you to 

know that unlike 
some other local firms, we are in fact, 
family owned. So the next time you 
drive past our firm, and it looks to 
you like it’s a family-owned business, 
there’s a good reason for it... it is.

When you 
see our facility, it’s 
nice to know that 
the owners are 
right inside.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Disabled veterans who 

own businesses will be get-
ting a helping hand from 
New York State. 

In a bipartisan agree-
ment reached between 
the Assembly, Senate and 
Governor Cuomo’s offi ce, 
a deal’s been brokered to 
implement the “Service-
Disabled Veterans-Owned 
Business Act.” 

The act’s goal is to 
award six percent of state 
contracts to service-dis-
abled veteran-owned busi-
nesses. It was advocated 
for and sponsored by east 
Bronx Assemblyman Mike 
Benedetto, who is chair-
man of the assembly’s Vet-
erans Affairs Committee.

Help for Heros

“Those who put them-
selves in extreme danger 
in order to protect our 
freedom and our way of 
life deserve our respect, 
our gratitude and our as-
sistance when they return 

home,” he said. “We must 
help these highly skilled 
veterans fi nd jobs when 
they return. Supporting 
the businesses they own is 
one important way we can 
do that.”

The new action, which 
will be implemented 
through the executive 
branch to avoid a compli-
cated and costly study, will 
apply to businesses that 
are 51% or more owned by 
a person who is at least 
10% percent service-re-
lated-disabled, he said. 

Benedetto believes that 
after the law is fi nalized, 
it will take effect immedi-
ately, though it might take 
awhile for key provisions 

to become operational. 
This includes creation 

of an new Division of Ser-
vice-Disabled Veterans’ 
Business Development 
within the Offi ce of Gen-
eral Services. The division 
will certify businesses for 
fi ve years that are disabled-
veteran owned.  

The director of this di-
vision will collect informa-
tion that will later be used 
to judge the effectiveness 
of the program, and see if 
it should be continued or if 
changes need to be made, 
said the assemblyman. 

Three Cheers 

Local veteran advocate 
Pat Devine said that he met 
with Benedetto, and also 
spoke to the bill’s sponsor 
in the Senate, Senator Greg 
Ball, about the legislation. 

Devine said he thinks 
it will help a good number 
of the 900,000 veterans in 
New York State, and that it 
has been in the works for a 
number of years. 

“You don’t have to 
be 100% disabled,” said 
Devine. “I know a lot of vet-
erans who are 10% or 20% 
disabled, and it is going to 
help those people at least 
get a shot at what the state 
has to offer.” 

After several years of 
advocating for the legisla-
tion, he was glad to see it 
implemented, along with 
other legislation that’s fi -
nally getting the recogni-
tion it deserves. 

He praised Benedetto’s 
efforts. 

“I see a lot of legislation 
that Michael is working on 
that would help veterans, 
and I am so glad that he is 
our chairman of veterans 

affairs, said Devine. “He 
has a passion for it.” 

Helping Vets

According to stats re-
leased from Benedetto’s of-

fi ce, about one in seven vet-
erans in New York either 
own their own businesses 
or are independent con-
tractors. The law comple-
ments similar laws in 44 
states, according to stats 
furnished from his offi ce. 

“The leadership quali-
ties and specialized skills 
our troops learn help make 
them successful business 
owners stateside,” said 
Benedetto. “The beauty of 
this program is we’re spur-
ring job creation while 
helping veterans and their 
families get ahead and hon-
oring the sacrifi ce these 
brave men and women 
have made for our country 
and our state.”

6% of NYS contracts for their fi rms

Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto, who sponsored the bill. 

New plan for 
disabled vets

The leadership qualities and specialized skills our 
troops learn help make them successful business owners 

stateside.
Michael Bendetto

Assemblyman
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES
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MON-FRI 

ANY FULL PET GROOMING

ANY STORE PURCHASE

ANY PUPPY PURCHASE

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Sisters, Servants of 

Mary, Ministers to the Sick 
are celebrating their 100th 
anniversary in the United 
States. 

The group of Roman 
Catholic religious sisters 
ministers and cares for the 
chronically and terminally 
ill in 20 countries around 
the world, but they call 
their Country Club convent 
their home in New York. 

The sisters visit local 
people with terminal ill-
nesses, usually spending 
about eight hours a night 
caring for them during ev-
ery visit. They have medi-
cal training, they do this for 
free, and do not receive any 
fi nancial help from the gov-
ernment or the church. 

Meeting costs

To survive and pay 
costs for everything from 
food and clothing to main-
tenance on their Country 
Club Road convent, they 

rely on private donations 
and an annual fundraising 
luncheon that will be held 
this year at Marina del Rey 
on Sunday, Nov. 16, said Sis-
ter Rita Miguel, treasurer 
of the Sister Servants of 
Mary. 

“For us to be able to con-
tinue our mission, we need 
donations,” said Miguel, 
adding that “His Eminence 
Cardinal Dolan has con-
fi rmed that he will be in at-
tendance.”

“We hope that many peo-
ple will join us for this joy-
ful and signifi cant celebra-
tion not only for the sisters, 
but also for the people that 
had and will benefi t from 
our services,” she added.  

She said that by the 
summer, tickets for the lun-
cheon will be available, and 
that volunteers will help 
spread the word and orga-
nize the event. 

“Most of the people who 
attend do so every year,” 

she said. “They will often 
purchase a table of 10 or 12 
tickets.” 

This year the sisters will 
also kick off a $250,000 fund-
raising campaign. 

Helping caregivers

Key parts of the sisters’ 

mission are offering relief 
to exhausted and needy 
caregivers who are looking 
after sick family members; 
helping with household 
chores; buying food and 
clothing for these families; 
and offering prayer and ad-

vice for those who question 
the meaning of suffering. 

They see patients with-
out regard to religion, so-
cial stature, race, and creed, 
said Miguel 

“All we need to know is 
if they are sick,” she said. 

Their patients are recom-
mended to them by Calvary 
Hospital, doctor’s offi ces, 
and hospice services. Sister 
Miguel said that currently 
there are about four times 
as many requests as the 
convent can handle. 

The Sister Servants of 
Mary fi rst landed in the 
United States in 1914, at the 
invitation of U.S. soldiers, 
she explained. 

The soldiers had been 
sent to Vera Cruz, Mexico 
to intervene in a revolution. 
While there, the soldiers 
noticed how helpful the sis-
ters were in locating clean 
drinking water, teaching 
Spanish to the U.S. offi cers, 
and working with the Red 
Cross in helping to care for 
townspeople affl icted with 
tuberculosis and other con-
tagious diseases. 

They came to the United 
States and have been here 
ever since. 

Sister Servants of Mary celebrate 100 years of helping

Sisters to the sick centennial

Sisters, Servants of Mary, Ministers to the Sick in front of their Country Club convent.



2
7

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    M

a
r

c
h

 2
8

-
A

p
r

il 3
, 2

0
1

4
   

Restaurant & Bar

FRIDAY
SATURDAY
AND SUNDAYDJ’S

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
SUN-THURS 10

PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT:

WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COMINQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.

All You Can Eat 15.95

The Wicked Wolf

Book Your Party At The Wolf...

Home Of The Aged
Black Angus

Steak
FRESH FRUITS,  FRESHLY BAKED CROISSANTS, BAGELS, MUFFINS, 
DANISH AND ROLLS SCRAMBLED EGGS, EGGS BENEDICT, BACON, 

IRISH SAUSAGE AND HOMEFRIES, PANCAKES, FRENCH TOAST, 
QUICHES, CHICKEN STIR FRY, CARVING ROAST AND DESSERTS 
SERVED WITH 1/2 PITCHERS OF BLOODY MARY’S OR MIMOSA’S
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12/31/13Exp. 3/31/1404/30/14

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

The Locust Point Civic 

Association is launching a 
four-part cooking class se-
ries, starting April 7.

Classes will cover a vari-
ety of techniques for every-
one from beginners to expe-
rienced home cooks.  

All classes require ad-
vance reservations and 
are limited to 12 people, so 
please RSVP to: cnapoli-
tano@netzero.net.  

All classes are $20 per 
person per class.  If you 
would like to attend all 
four classes, you can pur-
chase the series for $75 per 
person.  You must be 18 to 
attend classes.  Anyone 
16 to 18 must be accompa-
nied by a parent and will 
be charged the same.  All 
classes are being held at 
the Locust Point Civic As-
sociation, 3300 Tierney 
Place.

Class 1:  Monday, April 
7 from 6pm to 9pm  will be 
Macaroni and Cheese from 
Scratch. Class 2:  Monday, 
April 21 from 6pm to 9pm 
will be a Stock and Soup 
Workshop. Class 3:  Mon-
day, May 5 from 6pm to 9pm 
will be Basics of Vegetar-
ian Cooking, and Class 4:  
Monday, May 19 from 6pm 
to 9pm will be It’s a Pizza 
Party!

* * *

The Bronx Writer-

sCorps, a program of the 
Bronx Council on the Arts, 
celebrates twenty years of 
giving voice to Bronx youth 
on Wednesday, April 2nd, 
from 5:00-8:00pm, at the 
Bronx Museum of the Arts.

In this premiere event, 
the program’s talented 
teaching artists — all re-
nowned in the hip-hop and 
spoken word communities 
— will perform for their 
students.

The Bronx Museum of 
the Arts is located at 1040 
Grand Concourse at 165th 
Street.

Admission to the event 
is free and open to the pub-
lic. All are welcome.

For information on this 
event, or on other programs 

and activities of the Bronx 
Council on the Arts, visit 
www.bronxarts.org or call 
718-931-9500.

* * *

Councilman Andy 

King is holding a meeting 
for home and property own-
ers to meet with representa-
tives of the city Department 
of Finance to determine 
whether the city has liens 
on their property, if they 
qualify for property tax ex-
emption or where they can 
set up a payment plan with 
the City to ensure that their 
property is removed from 
the lien sale.

The meeting will be on 
Tuesday, April 1 from  6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Wil-
liamsbridge NAACP ECE 
Center, 680 East 219th St. off 
White Plains Road.

The last day to pay a 
debt or enter into a payment 
agreement is on May 15. The 
Lien Sale will take place on 
May 16, 2014.

Anyone with questions 
about the meeting or about 
the lien sale, should contact 
King’s offi ce at (718) 684-
5509.

* * *

The Bronx River Art 

Center (BRAC) offers a host 
of exciting classes in a vari-
ety of media, for students 
7 and up.  These classes, 
taught by working artists 
from in and out of the com-
munity, emphasize practi-
cal experience learning the 
tools of art creation, as well 
as ways to stimulate cre-
ative thinking and problem 
solving for the personal en-
hancement of all students.

Classes are now under-
way, running through June 
21 in ten weekly sessions.  
Class fees, which include 
all supplies, are an afford-
able $75 for youth and teens, 
and $100 for adults.  (That 
translates into $7.50 a ses-
sion for young students and 
$10 a session for adults!)

Registration is now 
underway http://www.
bronxriverart.org/educa-
tion-children-classes.cfm

* * *

The New York City Bar 

Association’s Legal Refer-
ral Service, together with 
the New York State Courts 
Access to Justice Commu-
nity Outreach Program, is 
holding a free legal infor-
mation fair in the Bronx in 
observance of National Law 
Day, marking the 20th anni-
versary of City Bar partici-
pation.

The Bronx fair, Friday, 
May 2, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the Bronx County Build-
ing at 851 Grand Concourse, 
will offer residents the op-
portunity to learn about 
their legal rights, discover 
whether they have a legal 
issue and when to consult 
with a lawyer or with an 
agency, receive material 
on legal topics, and confer 
with experienced attorneys 
free of charge. Community 
leaders and representatives 
from local bar associations 
and social service organiza-
tions will be on hand to an-
swer questions and provide 
information.

“Every year on the fi rst 
of May, our country cele-
brates the legal system and 
the freedoms that Ameri-
cans enjoy. In honor of Law 
Day, the New York State 
Courts Access to Justice 
Program sponsors annual 
Law Day events to provide 
the public with more op-
portunities for justice and 
empowerment by deliver-
ing legal information and 
assistance directly into the 
communities it serves,” 
said Judge Fern Fisher, 
Deputy Chief Administra-
tive Judge for New York 
City Courts.

Lawyers will be avail-
able to provide basic infor-
mation and advice on such 
issues as landlord/tenant 
disputes, immigration, 
discrimination, starting a 
small business, estate plan-
ning, small claims court, 
divorce and family law, 
and more. For more infor-
mation, contact Amanda 
Busch at 212-382-4716 or 
abusch@nycbar.org.

Cooking class at Locust Point
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JACOBI’S  ST. PATRICK’S CELEBRATION

Bagpipes fi lled the Building 8 Atrium at Jacobi Medical Center Friday, Mar. 14 at the facility’s St. Pat-
rick’s Day celebration. Festivities featured the Irish Step Dance Company,  and soda bread was for sale 
with proceeds benefi tting JMC Auxiliary, Inc. Photos by Aracelis Batista

(Above) Students at P.S. 36 in Castle 
Hill transformed parent teacher con-
ferences into a bonafi de art show 
Tuesday, Mar. 11. Paintings and draw-
ings were on display. (Above): Fatema 
Islam, Rubaiyat Islam, Tasmima Begum 
and Safowan Islam check out the work 
their classmates put together.

P.S. 36 ART SHOWCASE

(Left) Art Teacher Mr. Holt and Princi-
pal Elvira Maresca observe students’ 
sculptures. 
 Photos by Edwin Soto

OLA HOLDS A CARD PARTY

Toniann Porrico, Jeanne Amaroe, Marlon Venderhorst smile over their card party prizes.          
                                              Photos by Aracelis Batista

Our Lady of Assumption School students bring in some of the gifts, donated by Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, for the school’s French-themed card party at Villa Barone Manor Thursday, March 20.

RIBBON CUT
FOR BX. HOUSE
COMPUTER LAB

Councilman Jimmy Vacca 
joined members of Bronx House 
on Pelham Parkway South for a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony for 
the center’s new computer lab 
on Tuesday, March 25. The lab 
will be exculsivly for seniors, 
and will house eight computer 
and one printer. All was paid for 
by over $15,000 in funding pro-
vided by Vacca. Vacca took a 
look at the new computers with 
some of the seniors who will be 
using them. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca’s offi ce
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Dust off your pens and 

pencils.
The Bronx Writing Cen-

ter is collecting mini-mem-
oirs that will be published 
in an anthology this sum-
mer.

The writing center, the 
literary arm of the Bronx 
Council on the Arts, will be 
hosting more than 20 work-
shops as part of the Bronx 
Memoir Project between 
now and the May 25 dead-
line for submissions.

Charlie Vazquez, the di-
rector of the Bronx Writing 
Center, said the goal of the 
project is to give a voice to 
ordinary residents of the 
Bronx.

The locations of the 
memoir writing work-
shops include the Bronx 
Council on the Arts of-
fi ce on E. Tremont Ave in 
Westchester Square, the 
Kingsbridge branch of the 
New York Public Library, 
the Melrose NYPL, and the 
Poe Park Visitors Center, 
among other places.

“Each destination will 
attract a different demo-
graphic,” said Vazquez.

The workshops will 

also attract a wide range of 
ages, with some workshops 
geared toward teens and 
some towards seniors. Oth-
ers have specifi c writing 
focuses such as “Setting as 
Character” or “Elements of 
Suspense.”

Vazquez said there will 
also be two workshops of-
fered in Spanish, with Span-
ish submissions accepted, 
although there is not a bi-
lingual focus to the book.

He also encouraged peo-
ple of varying writing abili-
ties to attend the workshops 
and contribute to the proj-
ect.

“I don’t want to exclude 
anyone from this,” said 
Vazquez.

The workshops are 
meant to help writers de-
velop drafts of their per-
sonal stories, but Vazquez 
said anyone can submit 
their work for consider-
ation. The only require-
ments is that the writer be 
a current Bronx resident; 
their stories can take place 
outside the borough.

Vazquez said he hopes 
the project might help el-
evate the perception of the 
Bronx, which he feels is 

misunderstood. He thinks 
the fi nished product could 
surprise people.

“I think that when peo-
ple hear the residents of the 
Bronx sharing stories in 
their own words their jaws 
will drop.” 

The Bronx has its own 
literary culture, he noted, 
and the goal of the writ-
ing center is to promote 
and maintain that culture. 
Since Vazquez became di-
rector in January, he said 
he’s met hundreds of writ-
ers through various work-
shops.

“I’m really impressed by 
the quality of writing that 
happens here.”

The anthology will be 
published as a hard copy 
and ebook in July, thanks 
to funding by a grant from 
the National Endowment 
for the Arts.

Visit http://www.bronx-
arts.org/BronxMemoir-
Project.asp for a schedule of 
workshops.

Submissions must be be-
tween 500 and 1,000 words 
and should be sent to bronx-
writers@bronxarts.org in 
the email body or as an MS 
Word document by May 25. 

Bronx Writing Center 
searches for memoirs

The Dinosaur Safari is return-
ing to the Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society’s Bronx Zoo for 
the 2014 season. Dinosaur 
Safari: Mysteries Revealed 
will feature more than 30 di-
nosaur species and will teach 
safari adventurers how sci-
entists reconstruct the past 
through examination of fos-
sils. The exhibit will open to 
the public on Saturday, April 
12. The narrated ride will run 
through a two-acre area of 
the zoo past more than 30 
fully-animatronic dinosaurs as they move, snarl, and roar. Returning for the Dinosaur Safari: 
Mysteries Revealed, the ever-popular 40-foot long tyrannosaurus rex will send chills up the 
spines of Bronx Zoo adventurers.  Nine new dinosaur species have been added this year includ-
ing the deinonychus, prodohadros, stegosaurus, and edmontonia. Each dinosaur encountered 
will move and vocalize as if it was 200 million years ago. At the end of the experience, there will 
be a fi eld site that will include a fossil dig for children; a Tyrannosaurus rex photo-op; a paleon-
tologist’s tent that will include a fossil museum; and an interactive robot dinosaur shows how 
the animatronics work. There will be other Dinosaur Safari-themed activities and performances 
throughout the zoo. -                      Photo by Julie Larsen Maher

DINOSAURS INVADE THE BRONX ZOO
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Few decisions weigh 
as heavily on automobile 
owners as their choice 
of mechanic. A good me-
chanic goes a long way to-
ward ensuring drivers and 
their passengers stay safe 
on the road and that those 
drivers’ vehicles perform 
at their peak for years to 
come. That’s an important 
role to play, and it’s why 
many drivers acknowledge 
that choosing a mechanic 
is a decision that should 
not be taken lightly.

Rest assured you don’t 
need to be a car guy or gal 
to fi nd a trustworthy and 
talented mechanic. You 
might just need to open a 
dialogue with a prospec-
tive mechanic, discussing 
a handful of topics that can 
help you feel more comfort-
able and know you have 
made the right choice in 
automotive service pro-
vider once a fi nal decision 
has been made.

CERTIFICATION
Certifi cation can go 

a long way toward help-
ing drivers fi nd mechan-
ics they can trust. The 
National Institute for Au-
tomotive Service Excel-
lence was founded in 1972 
and continues to work to 
improve the quality of au-
tomotive service and re-
pair by testing automotive 
technicians and certifying 
those who live up to or ex-
ceed ASE standards. An 
ASE-certifi ed technician 
should have his or her cre-
dentials readily available 
to prospective customers, 
and these credentials list 
each professional’s area of 
certifi cation. When shop-
ping for a new mechanic, 
make sure that he or she is 
ASE-certifi ed. In addition, 
discuss with the mechanic 
his or her work history, in-
cluding any additional ar-
eas of expertise.

PRICING POLICIES
Many mechanics of-

fer free estimates, but that 
should not be taken for 
granted. When bringing a 
car in for an estimate, driv-
ers should confi rm with 
the mechanic who will con-
duct the examination if the 
estimate is free or if they 
will be charged an inspec-
tion fee. 

In addition to any fees 
regarding estimates, driv-
ers should also inquire 
about labor costs and the 
payment policies at the fa-
cility. Labor can be quite 
expensive, so it’s best that 
you know these rates in ad-
vance of any repairs being 
conducted on your vehicle. 
It’s also important to get a 
rundown of the company 
payment policies, espe-
cially if your vehicle is in 
need of potentially costly 
repairs. You don’t want the 
bill to shock you once the 
work has been completed, 
so don’t hesitate to be in-
quisitive before leaving a 
car at the garage.

PARTS
Replacing parts on a ve-

hicle is a cause for concern 
for many drivers, and right-
fully so. Consumer advo-
cacy groups have exposed 
many mechanics who pass 
off used auto parts as new 
parts, charging their cus-
tomers new part prices 
along the way. While 
there’s no way drivers can 
guarantee they won’t fall 
victim to such criminal 
behavior, they can inquire 
about company policies re-
garding vehicle parts. Does 
the garage even install 
used parts? If so, do they let 
drivers choose either new 
or used parts before any 
work is done? If the garage 
only uses new parts, ask 
for parts with solid war-
ranties, so if the part must 
be replaced, you won’t have 
to pay for it again.

DOCUMENTATION
The preowned vehicle 

market is thriving, and 
drivers who take care of 
their vehicles have earned 
the right to reap their re-
wards for being good own-
ers when it comes time to 
sell the car. When inter-
viewing prospective me-
chanics, ask if they are 
willing to provide detailed 
documentation of any work 
they do on your vehicle. 
Such documentation can 
then be shared with pro-
spective buyers when you 
want to sell the car, and it 
also serves as a way to keep 
the garage accountable for 
all the work they have done 
on the car throughout your 
relationship.

Topics to discuss before hiring your next mechanic 
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500 Tarrytown Rd.  White Plains, NY 10607

1-800-APPROVED
www.WhitePlainNissan.com

Prices include all costs to be paid by consumer execpt for license, registration and taxes. Not responsible for typos, errors or omissions. Offers expire 72 hours after publication.

OVER 100 PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

NO CREDIT. NO PROBLEM!
1-800-APPROVED

SAME DAY
DELIVERY!

ALL MAKES & MODELS
AVAILABLE!

3
BUY FOR

Auto, 4 Cyl, ABS, P/opts, Keyless, Cruise, A/C, 
Tilt. 30,129 miles. Stk# UN6430.

$13,9912013 MAZDA

YARIS
BUY FOR

Auto, 4 cyl, ABS, P/opts, Keyless, Cruise, A/C, 
Tilt. 30,318 miles. Stk# UN6431.

$11,9912012 TOYOTA

TRAVERSE
BUY FOR

AWD, Auto, 6 Cyl, ABS, P/opts, A/C, Sunroof, Leath-
er, Tilt. 62,912 miles. Stk# UN6441.

$21,9912009 CHEVROLET

CR-V
BUY FOR

AWD, Auto, AM/FM, Power windows, Alloys. 
96,904 miles. Stk# UN6448.

$11,9912010 HONDA

MAXIMA
BUY FOR

Auto, 6 Cyl, P/opts, Keyless, Cruise, A/C, Sunroof, 
Leather, Tilt. 33,493 miles. Stk# UN6410.

$20,9912011 NISSAN

SONATA
BUY FOR

Limited, Auto, A/C, P/opts, Keyless, Cruise, Tilt, 
Rr. Def. 37,990 miles. Stk# UN6411.

$13,9952011 HYUNDAI

CARAVAN
BUY FOR

Auto, 6 Cyl, ABS, A/C, P/opts, Cruise, Keyless, 
Rr. Def. 29,424 miles. Stk# UN6414.

$16,9952013 DODGE

ELANTRA
BUY FOR

Auto, 4 Cyl, ABS, P/opts, Cruise, A/C, Tilt. 
12,595. Stk# UN6424.

$13,9952013 HYUNDAI

JETTA
BUY FOR

Auto, 5 Cyl, A/C, ABS, P/opts, Cruise, Keyless, 
Sunroof, Leather. 59,759 miles. Stk#UN6460.

$15,9952010 VOLKSWAGEN

MAXIMA
BUY FOR

Auto, 6 Cyl, ABS, P/opts, Cruise, A/C. 
4,840 miles. Stk# UN6357.

$24,4912014 NISSAN

AVEO
BUY 
FOR

5 Speed Man, 4 Cyl, ABS, P/opts, Cruise, Tilt. 

76,000 miles. Stk# UN6455.

$5,995*

2009
CHEVROLET ALTIMA

BUY 
FOR

Auto, 4 Cyl, P/opts, Alloys, ABS, A/C, Cruise, 

Sunroof, Leather, Tilt. 94,350 miles. Stk#UN6475

$5,995
2002 

NISSAN ELANTRA
BUY 
FOR

Auto, 4 Cyl, P/opts, ABS, A/C, Cruise. 83,002 

miles. Stk# UN6469.

$5,995
2006 

HYUNDAI S80
BUY 
FOR

AWD, Auto, 6 Cyl, P/opts, A/C, Cruise, Tilt. 

86,227 miles. Stk# UN6453.

$6,995
2004 

VOLVO

SANTA FE
BUY FOR

AWD, Auto, 6 cyl, P/opts, Dual Airbags, A/C, Key-
less, Cruise, Tilt. 32,297 miles. Stk# UN6451.

$20,9912013 HYUNDAI

328 XI
BUY FOR

Auto, 6 Cyl, P/opts, ABS, Keyless, Buckets, Cruise, 
Leather, Sunroof. 35,788 miles. Stk# UN6454.

$23,9912010 BMW

MURANO
BUY FOR

AWD, Auto, 6 Cyl, P/opts, A/C, Sunroof, Leather, 
Tilt, Tint. 126,200 miles. Stk# UN6479.

$7,9952006 NISSAN
COROLLA

BUY FOR

5 Speed Man, Auto, 4 Cyl, P/opts, A/C, Leather, 
Tilt, Cruise. 85,325 miles. Stk# UN6480.

$8,9952009 TOYOTA

JETTA
BUY FOR

Auto, 4 Cyl, ABS, A/C, Alloys, Leather, Tilt, 
Cruise, P/opts. 7,790 miles. Stk# UN6425.

$15,9912014 VOLKSWAGEN
CIVIC SI

BUY FOR

6 Speed Man, 4 Cyl, P/opts, Alloys, Keyless, Sun-
roof, Leather, Tilt. 20,426 miles. Stk# UN6455

$17,9912011 HONDA

ROGUE
BUY FOR

AWD, Auto, 4 Cyl, ABS, P/opts, Alloys, Cruise, 
Tilt, A/C. 39,734 miles. Stk# UN6456.

$17,9912011 NISSAN

ALTIMA
BUY FOR

Auto, 4 Cyl, ABS, P/opts, A/C, Cruise, Keyless, 
Tilt. 20,268 miles. Stk# UN6458.

$14,9912011 NISSAN

MARINER
BUY FOR

4x4, AWD, Auto, 6 cyl, P/opts, Alloy Wheels, Leath-
er, Sunroof. 85,877 miles. Stk# UN6484.

$13,9912010 MERCURY
CAMRY

BUY FOR

Auto, 4 cyl, P/opts, ABS, A/C, Tint, Keyless, AM/
FM/CD. 56,172 miles. Stk# UN6349.

$13,9912011 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
BUY FOR

Auto, 6 cyl, P/opts, ABS, A/C, Alloy Wheels, Sun-
roof. 4,840 miles. Stk# UN6357.

$23,9912014 NISSAN

ALTIMA
BUY FOR

Auto, 4 cyl, P/opts, ABS, A/C, Alloy Wheels, Key-
less, Tilt. 22,945 miles. Stk# UN6365.

$15,4952013 NISSAN

FRONTIER
BUY FOR

4x4, AWD, Auto, 6 cyl, P/opts, ABS, Alloy Wheels, 
Keyless. 12,502 miles. Stk# UN6396.

$23,9912013 NISSAN

ALTIMA
BUY FOR

Auto, 6 cyl, P/opts, ABS, Alloy Wheels, Keyless, 
Sunroof, Leather. 37,063 miles. Stk# UN6408.

$15,9912012 NISSAN

STARTING
AS LOW AS

$5,995*

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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(MS) -- Driving defen-
sively is the best way for 
motorists to avoid acci-
dents and protect them-
selves and their passen-
gers from the risks of the 
road. But the importance 
of defensive driving is 
magnifi ed when driving 
in hazardous conditions, 
especially when drivers’ 
vision is potentially com-
promised. 

Driving when visibility 
is poor can test the skills of 
even the most seasoned and 
careful motorists. Though 
even novice drivers know 
to be especially cautious 
when driving in snow 
or heavy rain, extreme 
weather is not the only 
thing that can make road-
ways hazardous for motor-
ists and their passengers. 
Highway construction that 
produces debris, poorly lit 
roadways and driving dur-
ing certain times of the 
day when everyone seems 
to be in a rush can all com-
promise drivers’ vision. 
As a result, it’s imperative 
that motorists take steps to 
protect their vision when 
driving in hazardous or 
even potentially hazard-
ous conditions.

* Replace old or ineffec-
tive wiper blades. Main-
taining wiper blades is an 
easy preventative measure 
drivers can employ to pro-
tect their vision, yet many 
motorists are unaware of 
just how frequently their 
vehicle wiper blades need 
to be replaced. Wiper 
blades should be changed 
every 90-120 days, as the 
blades can easily grow 
brittle and ineffective over 
time. Depending on how 
frequently they are used, 
wiper blades can wear out 
rather quickly, especially 
on older vehicles with pit-
ting on the windshield. 
Wiper blades are relatively 
inexpensive to replace, and 
can make a world of differ-
ence when driving in haz-
ardous conditions.

* Don’t forget to main-
tain your windshield. A 
windshield can be a motor-

ist’s best friend or his worst 
enemy when driving in 
hazardous conditions, but 
savvy drivers know there 
is no excuse for the latter. 
Windshield clarity is es-
pecially important when 
driving in hazardous con-
ditions, and windshields 
that have been treated 
with a repellant are sig-
nifi cantly safer than those 
that have not.

“Driving in wet 
weather is inherently dan-
gerous, and driving risks 
increase considerably 
with the inability to see 
clearly through the wind-
shield,” said Dennis Sam-

fi lippo, General Manager 
of Philips Automotive.

A one-time treatment 
just a few times per year 
keeps windshields clean 
and visibility at a maxi-
mum. The Philips Wind-
shield Treatment Kit is a 
do-it-yourself kit that can 
make windshield glass 
easier to clean for up to 
six months after applica-
tion and can be used by 
anyone, from veteran auto 
enthusiasts to novice do-
it-yourselfers. In just a few 
minutes, drivers can dra-
matically improve their 
vision thanks to the kit’s 
unique, long-lasting hy-

drophobic technology de-
signed specifi cally to coat 
windshield glass and make 
it easier to remove items 
that may obstruct a driv-
er’s vision, including ice, 
dirt and even bugs. Drivers 
can even take advantage of 
a new instructional You-
Tube video titled “Wind-
shield Treatment Kit 
Video,”  which shows users 
the exact steps they need to 
take to help improve their 
fi eld of vision in diffi cult 
driving conditions. The 
video can be found at www.
philipsautolighting.com/
windshieldkit.

* Check windshield 

washer fl uid. Windshield 
washer fl uid is one of those 
things drivers typically 
only notice when it isn’t 
there. Routinely inspect 
windshield washers to en-
sure they’re working prop-
erly, and top off windshield 
washer fl uid so you know 
it will be there when you 
need it.

* Clean interior glass 
and mirrors. It’s easy to 
overlook interior glass and 
mirrors when cleaning 
a car, but a dirty vehicle 
interior can be as danger-
ous as it can be unsightly. 
While coffee-stained cup 
holders or spilled snacks 

under vehicle seats are 
largely cosmetic concerns, 
dirty interior glass and 
mirrors can signifi cantly 
compromise a driver’s vi-
sion. When cleaning the 
interior of their vehicle, 
drivers should remove any 
fi lm that has built up on in-
terior glass and mirrors. 
Such buildup, which is of-
ten thicker in smokers’ ve-
hicles, can reduce vision 
and create a hazy refl ec-
tion from the sun, putting 
drivers and their passen-
gers at risk.

More information is 
available at www.philips.
com/automotive.

Protecting visibility is essential
when driving in hazardous conditions
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NOW IN
THE BRONX

Issue To: _______________________________________

Rental Agreement #: _____________________________

Date Issued: 03/28/2014      Coupon #: ______________

10% Off
 a Future Rental
Receive 10% of any rental up to

a full size, up to 5 days.

Simply enter PC#180622
when you reserve on Hertz.com.

Valid only on hertz.com. Valid for 6 months from date of issue

HERTZ LOCAL EDITION

1539 Stillwell Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461

italyAutoHLE@hertz.com
P: 718-918-2773
F: 718-828-1000

625 South Columbus Avenue 
Mount Vernon, NY 10550

P: 914-665-1780
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“WE DO 
THE RIGHT 

THING”

Retail
Location With 

Wholesale 
Pricing!

FREE

BETTER GAS MILEAGE
LONGER TIRE LIFE

IMPROVED HANDLING
DECREASE WHEEL CORROSION

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY TIRES!
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STRAIGHTENING
We provide High tech straightening to 
back to near factory standards

WELDING
High quality TIG Welding for your 
wheel cracks needs

SAND BLASTING
High quality method for 
surface preparations

REFINISHING/RECONDITIONING
High Quality fi nihes with our state of the art CNC 
Lathe and Computerized Color Matching Equipment

POWDER COATING
Custom Colors and texture to
make your wheels stand out

ALLOY WHEEL REPAIR

24/48-Hour
Turnaround Service

Full Service
Reconditioning and

Straightening Services
Provided

We Stock Factory
OEM Wheels

FREE Pick-up
and Delivery

Follow Us On

Facebook

Ask For Our Lease Return Specials.
Don’t Get Over Charged By The Dealer
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(MS) -- It takes mere 
seconds for a pebble or 
road debris to damage a 
windshield. What starts 
out as a small bulls-
eye or chip in the glass 
can quickly grow into a 
crack that compromises 
the safety of drivers and 
their passengers. Fixing 
the damage before it es-
calates into a safety is-
sue used to require an 
expensive trip to the re-
pair shop. However, now 
most drivers can tackle 
dings and chips from 
the comfort of their own 
driveways.

An unattended chip in 
the windshield could get 
worse with time, because 
constant vibration in the 
vehicle and changes in 
temperature can cause 
the chip to expand and 
spread. Eventually, you 
may be left with a larger, 
unsightly crack stretch-
ing across the glass,  and 
what started as a inex-
pensive repair job has 
now turned into a costly 
windshield replacement.

Glass repairs may or 
may not be covered by 
your insurance. Repair 
bills for damaged wind-
shields can range from 
$75 to several hundred 
dollars. Many drivers 
are unaware that wind-
shield repair does not 
have to be a diffi cult or 
expensive venture. With 
do-it-yourself kits, re-
pairing chips can now be 
done in mere minutes for 
right around $10.

Permatex(R) has de-
veloped a special Wind-
shield Repair Kit that 
fi lls in the ding and 
stops the damage from 
spreading while mini-
mizing the blemish on 
the glass. It comes com-
plete with everything 
needed to make a perma-
nent, professional qual-
ity repair in minutes, 
including step-by-step 

instructions and an on-
line demo video. There is 
no mixing required and 
the repair cures auto-
matically under natural 
sunlight.

For the kit to be effec-
tive, the chip or bullseye 
should be no more than 
a 1  inches long and must 
be on the outside of the 
windshield. It is a good 
idea to make the repair 
as soon as possible af-
ter it happens. This pre-
vents the crack from get-
ting contaminated and 
spreading. 

The Windshield Re-
pair Kit follows the same 
steps that a repair shop 
would, including sealing 
the crack with resin un-
der a vacuum. View the 
Permatex how-to demo 
video at www.permatex.
com.

In addition to quickly 
repairing a ding in the 
windshield, there are 
other windshield main-
tenance tips to follow.

* Clean the windshield 
regularly. Regular clean-
ing prevents the buildup 
of dirt, sand and debris 
on the glass and helps 
avoid scratches when 
you use your wipers.

* Check the wind-
shield washer. Test your 
windshield washer reg-
ularly to make sure it 
works properly. In ad-
dition, keep the washer 
fl uid level topped off so 
it’s there when you need 
it to clean the wind-
shield.

* Drive defensively. 
Avoid following a large 
truck that may be kick-
ing up debris. Move into 
another lane, if possible. 
Also, do not follow vehi-
cles that are transport-
ing unsecured items 
on the car roof or in a 
pick-up truck bed.

More information is 
available at www.perma-
tex.com.

Fixing a chipped 
windshield is now 

an inexpensive,
do-it-yourself repair
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INCLUDES:

Car WashPelham Bay MCAMCAPelham Bay
FULL SERVICE 

CAR WASH

SUPER
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According to the Au-
tomobile Association of 
America, the cost of own-
ing a vehicle is on the rise. 
In its 2013 “Your Driving 
Costs” study, AAA deter-
mined the cost of owning 
a vehicle is somewhere be-
tween $7,000 and $11,000 
annually depending on 
the type of vehicle. That’s 
a substantial amount of 
money and may leave 
many motorists looking 
for ways to reduce the cost 
of automobile ownership.

Driving is a way of life 
for many people left with 
little choice but to keep a 
vehicle. Thanks to mass 
transportation, city dwell-
ers might be able to get by 
without owning a vehicle, 
but those who live in ru-
ral communities or even 
the suburbs often fi nd 
that public transportation 

runs too infrequently or 
ineffi ciently to meet their 
needs. There are ways for 
those who need their own 
automobiles to reduce the 
fi nancial burden of vehi-
cle ownership.

* Downsize your ve-
hicle. In its study, AAA 
found that the average 
cost of owning a vehicle 
varied considerably de-
pending on the size of that 
vehicle. That should come 
as no surprise, as larger 
vehicles tend to consume 
more fuel and, as a result, 
cost more money. But driv-
ers might be surprised to 
learn just how much less 
it costs to own a small 
sedan than it does a four-
wheel-drive sport utility 
vehicle. Small sedans cost 
the least amount of money 
to own at $6,967 annually, 
while four-wheel-drive 

SUVs cost nearly twice 
that amount, setting their 
owners back $11,599 per 
year. But the most sur-
prising thing from the 
AAA study might be its 
fi ndings as to the costs of 
owing a large sedan. Such 
vehicles are nearly as ex-
pensive as larger SUVs, 
costing drivers more than 
$11,000 per year. So driv-
ers who downsize their 
vehicles to a small sedan 
will likely save themselves 
a substantial amount of 
money over the life of the 
vehicle.

* Drive safe and cash in 
on lower insurance premi-
ums. Though numerous 
factors, including indi-
viduals’ driving histories, 
infl uence the cost of auto 
insurance, drivers with 
clean track records might 
be able to buck the indus-

try trend and pay less for 
their auto insurance pol-
icy next year than they 
did this year. In its study, 
AAA found that the cost of 
insurance rose by nearly 
3 percent in 2012 from the 
year before. But drivers 
who can avoid accidents 
and citations are likely to 
see their rates decrease 
from year to year.

* Buy a used car. Buy-
ing a used car may not 
give buyers the initial ex-
citement of driving off a 
car lot behind the wheel 
of a brand new vehicle, 
but it might prove quite 
exciting for your bank ac-
count. Revisiting a study 
they conducted in 2001, 
in 2013 experts at automo-
tive Web site Edmunds.
com examined three dif-
ferent fi nancing methods 
and the cost of each over a 

six-year period, which the 
global market intelligence 
fi rm Polk estimates is the 
average car ownership 
period. The study exam-
ined the costs, including 
interest rates and fees, of 
leasing or buying a 2013 
Honda Accord EX and 
buying a used 2010 Accord 
EX. The total cost of buy-
ing used after six years 
was $20,960, while the cost 
of leasing was $24,768 and 
the cost of buying new 
was $28,330. Buying used 
even saves buyers money 
when factoring in equity. 
Of course, leasing saves 
drivers the cost of mainte-
nance and repairs, which 
can be considerable when 
buying used vehicles. 
However, an older used 
car won’t cost as much to 
insure as a vehicle that is 
being leased or fi nanced.

* Drive less. Of course, 
the easiest way for auto-
mobile owners to trim 
the costs of owning their 
vehicles is to drive less. 
Though vehicle manufac-
turers have improved fuel 
economy in recent years, 
driving less will save 
money on fuel, the cost 
of which hinges on a host 
of factors, including pe-
troleum demand and eco-
nomic conditions. Such 
factors may cause a dip 
in fuel prices one day, but 
a sharp increase in price 
the next day. Regardless of 
those fl uctuations in fuel 
prices, drivers who can 
cut back on their driving 
are certain to save money.

The cost of vehicle 
ownership is on the rise. 
But motorists who rely 
on their vehicles can still 
fi nd ways to save money. 

Trimming the costs of automobile ownership
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Eastwell Automotive
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15,000 MILES
13¢ PER MILE

18,000 MILES

15¢ PER MILE

20,000 MILES

16¢ PER MILE

5,000 MILES

25¢ PER MILE

10,000 MILES

17¢ PER MILE

12,000 MILES

15¢ PER MILE
PICK YOUR 
ANNUAL
MILES VALUE PACKAGE!

NICELY EQUIPPED. MODEL# 20213, 
VIN# 226483. 1 AVAILABLE AT 
THIS PRICE. 

$99
PER MONTH
F O R  3 9  M O N T H S

$0 DUE AT SIGNING

BRAND NEW 2013 NISSAN

JUKE

NICELY EQUIPPED. MODEL# 12013, VIN# 796219. 1 AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE.

$59
PER MONTH
F O R  3 9  M O N T H S

NICELY EQUIPPED. MODEL# 16114, 
VIN# 469357. SEVERAL AVAILABLE 
AT THIS PRICE. 

$169
PER MONTH
F O R  3 9  M O N T H S

$0 DUE AT SIGNING

BRAND NEW 2014 NISSAN

MAXIMA

$0 DUE AT SIGNING

BRAND NEW 2013 NISSAN

SENTRA
$119
PER MONTH
F O R  3 9  M O N T H S

$0 DUE AT SIGNING

BRAND NEW 2013 NISSAN

ROGUE

NICELY EQUIPPED. MODEL# 23214, 
VIN# 506494. SEVERAL AVAILABLE 
AT THIS PRICE. 

$179
PER MONTH
F O R  3 9  M O N T H S

$0 DUE AT SIGNING

BRAND NEW 2014 NISSAN

MURANO

NICELY EQUIPPED. MODEL# 25014, 
VIN# 667004. SEVERAL AVAILABLE 
AT THIS PRICE. 

$169
PER MONTH
F O R  3 9  M O N T H S

$0 DUE AT SIGNING

BRAND NEW 2014 NISSAN

PATHFINDER

NICELY EQUIPPED. MODEL# 11454, 
VIN# 361156. SEVERAL AVAILABLE 
AT THIS PRICE. 

$49
PER MONTH
F O R  3 9  M O N T H S

$0 DUE AT SIGNING

BRAND NEW 2014 NISSAN

VERSA NOTE

NICELY EQUIPPED. MODEL# 13014, 
VIN# 193162. 1 AVAILABLE AT 
THIS PRICE. 

$99
PER MONTH
F O R  3 9  M O N T H S

$0 DUE AT SIGNING

BRAND NEW 2014 NISSAN

ALTIMA

PRICES INCLUDE ALL COST TO BE PAID BY CONSUMER EXCEPT YOUR LOCAL SALES TAX, ACTUAL REGISTRATION AND TITLE FEE. PRICES BASED ON PRIMARY LENDER APPROVAL AT BEST TIER. 39-MONTH LEASE. PAYMENT EXCLUDES MILEAGE AND REQUIRES AT LEAST THE MINIMUM 
ANNUAL MILE PACKAGE OF 5,000. (MILEAGE PACKAGE/PRICE PER MILE: 5K/.25, 10K/.17, 12K/.15, 15K/.13, 18K/.15, 20K/.16). MUST TAKE DELIVERY FROM DEALER STOCK. CLOSED-END LEASE WITHOUT PURCHASE OPTION. LESSEE RESPONSIBLE FOR EXCESS WEAR AND TEAR. NO 
SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED. $0 TOTAL DUE AT INCEPTION. TOTAL OF PAYMENTS BASED ON 5K PACKAGE: (VERSA: $6,006, SENTRA: $6,396, ALTIMA: $7,956, JUKE: $7,956, ROGUE: $8,736, MAXIMA: $10,686, PATHFINDER: $10,686, MURANO: $11,076). 0% APR FINANCING FOR QUALI-
FIED CUSTOMERS ONLY. NOT ALL CUSTOMERS WILL QUALIFY. BASED ON APPROVAL BY NMAC. CONTACT DEALER FOR DETAILS.  EARLY LEASE RETURN PROGRAM BENEFITS: (LOYALTY CASH, PAYMENT WAIVER, NO DISPOSITION FEE) FOR QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS ONLY. SEE DEALER FOR 
COMPLETE DETAILS. OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS. MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE. OFFERS EXPIRE 3 DAYS FROM DATE OF PUBLICATION. NYSDMV# 7108603, NYSDCA# 1326567.

OVER 900 VEHICLES AVAILABLE

NICELY EQUIPPED. MODEL# 22213, VIN# 663488. SEVERAL AVAILABLE AT THIS PRICE. 

$3,500
NISSAN INCENTIVES

Up to PLUS WE ACCEPT
EARLY LEASE RETURN PROGRAM 

ALL MAKES
ALL MODELS

TEDDY NISSAN
ONLINE AT: TEDDYNISSAN.COM

1-888-638-4955 
3660 BOSTON ROAD, BRONX, NY 10469

ONLY 6 DAYS REMAINING FOR THESE SPECIALS!FINAL DAYS 
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THROGGS NECK

Plumbers Local Union No. 1 St. Frances de Chantal school

Chippewa Democratic Club Cardinal Spellman High School

Girl Scouts Daisy Troop 1064 M.S. 101 Blazers

P.S. 14 NYC Transit Pipes & Drums

The Emerald Societies and New York City Transit Authority Fancy Feet Dance Studio

Glor na nGael Pipes &  Drums Guys & Dolls Salon

All Photos Patricio Robayo

Emerald Society Pipes & Drums

Uniformed Fire Fighters Association of New York City

M

y

Bronx Chamber of CommerceBr

New York City Police Dept
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THROGGS NECK

All Photos Patricio Robayo

Cub Scouts Pack 24

Girl Scout Troops 1089 & 1091

St. Theresa School

Elevator Construction Union Local No. 1

Ancient Order of Hibernians

Preston High School Gaelic Society

Preston High School Athletics

Boy Scout Troop 145 and Cub Scout Pack 345

Our Lady of the Assumption

St. Raymond Academy

Girl Scout Troops of P.S. 71

In Memory of Christopher Provenzano

St. Raymond’s Gaelic Football Club

Star of the Sea - Sea Cadet Corps

DA Beach Club

First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck
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THROGGS NECK

All Photos Patricio Robayo

Iona College

Throggs Neck Volunteer Ambulance Corps

Triumph Martial Arts

Saint Catharine Academy Sword of Light Pipe Band, Local Union No. 3 I.B.E.W.

Throggs Neck Ladies Literary Guild

Scanlan Cheerleaders Monsignor Scanlan High School

Throggs Neck Merchants Association St. Raymond Elementary

NYPD Emerald Society

Steamfi tters Union Local #638 Nurses march

Remembering Richie &Hurricane Howley P.S. 71 Panthers

St. Catharine Academy Cheerleaders



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 M
a

r
c

h
 2

8
-

A
p

r
il

 3
, 2

0
1

4
   

   
4

6

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 45th Precinct Com-

munity Council is looking 
to another successful year 
for its third annual break-
fast. 

The breakfast has been 
set for Wednesday, May 
14 at Villa Barone Manor, 
from 8:30 to 11 a.m., said 
Bob Bieder, the council 
president.  

Tickets cost $15 per per-
son, and should be avail-
able soon. Last year there 
were about 370 attendees, 
and this year, the goal is 
to top 400, said Bieder. 

“We are hoping to con-
tinue to grow,” he said. 
“We talk about bridging 
police and community, 
and to me the nicest thing 
about this event is that we 
have representatives from 
every neighborhood in our 
precinct. Every organi-
zation, every community 
group and people from ev-
ery walk of life are repre-

sented.” 
He praised the cultural 

diversity of the precinct’s 
service area, saying: “It is 
just nice to see all of the 
people from different cul-
tures and neighborhoods 
sit down together to a cel-
ebration of the 45th Pre-
cinct and the good work 
that the men and women of 
the precinct do there.” 

Captain James McG-
eown, 45th Precinct com-
manding officer, said the 
breakfast had tremendous 
turnout last year and that 
the community council 
had done a great job of put-
ting together the event, 
with Villa Barone being a 
great host. 

“This year’s honorees 
are well deserving of rec-
ognition for dedication to 
their organizations, com-
mitment to the commu-
nity, and support of the 
Police Department and the 
45th Precinct,” said McG-

eown. 
Honored at the break-

fast will be Gerard “Skip” 
Giacco, president of the 
City Island Chamber of 
Commerce; Leo Johnson, 
director of Mosholu Mon-
tefiore Community Cen-
ter in Co-op City; Sandi 
Lusk, one of the founders 
of the Westchester Square 

Zerega Improvement Or-
ganization; Anthony Orza, 
manager, Villa Barone 
Manor catering hall; and 
Anita Valenti, Pelham 
Bay Taxpayers and Com-
munity Association presi-
dent.

Upon hearing about 
the honor, Lusk said that 
“it was a lovely surprise,” 
while Valenti was praised 
by PBCTA treasurer Jo-
seph Oddo, who said that 
honoring her was long 
overdue, and it was some-
thing that was earned by 
Valenti, a community ac-
tivist involved in the Pel-
ham Bay community for 
40 or so years. 

So far, the first spon-
sors of the breakfast are 
Bieder’s own Westchester 
Square Plumbing Supply 
Co., at 2255 Westchester 
Ave., and Schuyler Hill 
Funeral Home at 3535 E 
Tremont Ave. 

Please make checks pay-

able to the “45th Precinct 
Community Council” and 
mail to Annie Boller, C/o 
Abalon, 1040 Home Street, 
Bronx, NY 10459. Boller is 

the precinct council trea-
surer. For information 
call: Robert Bieder at (718) 
828-4400 or Joe Boiko at 
(718) 320-3300, ext. 3409.

Five civilians to receive honors May 14 

Sandi Lusk, one of this year’s 
honorees.

45th Pct. Breakfast gearing up

The Bronx County 
Historical Society will 
present an exhibition at 
the Museum of Bronx 
History titled “Bronx 
County - 100 Years” with 
an opening reception on 
April 9,  from 4:30 to 7 
pm. 

The address to the Mu-
seum of Bronx History is 
3266 Bainbridge Avenue. 
Call (718) 881-8900 for 
more information.

This following lecture 
will be held at The Bronx 
Archives Building, lo-
cated at 3313 Bainbridge 

Historical Society exhibit
Avenue: “People V. Boyd: 
The Murder Trial That 
Nearly Redrew The Map 
Of New York City,” Satur-
day, April 12, at 1 p.m.

 The society will also 
hold the following two 
lectures at The Bronx 
Library Center, located 
at 310 East Kingsbrdge 
Road: “Edgar Allan Poe 
at Fordham,” Wednes-
day, April 16, at 6 p.m. 
and “Highlights in Bronx 
History,” Monday, May 
12, at 6 p.m.

For directions, call  
(718) 579-4257.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A popular new restau-

rant and an established one 
on City Island that draw 
crowds are also drawing 
some traffi c backups that 
concern local islanders.

Police are stepping in 
to deal with the situation 
by eliminating some street 
parking before their park-
ing lot entrances to move 
the backup off the main 
road on the island.

Locals said they really 
began noticing the traffi c 
backup shortly after popu-
lar restaraunteur Jimmy 
Rodriguez opened the 
Puerto Rican-fare themed 
Don Coqui in February in 
the former Lighthouse Res-
taurant at 565 City Island 
Ave., near Bridge Street.

Weekend jams

The traffi c backup was 
especially noticeable on 
weekends, long before the 
annual summer crush of 
tourist and dining traffi c to 
the island between Memo-
rial Day and Labor Day. 

The City Island Civic As-
sociation reached out to the 
45th Precinct for help, writ-
ing to precinct Capt. James 
McGeown on March 14 that 
“the establishment’s loca-
tion at the north end of the 
island causes delays for ev-
eryone who comes to City 
Island,”  

To remedy the traffi c tie-
ups, and prevent motorists 
from driving around cars 
as they wait to turn into the 
parking lot for Don Coqui 
and Portofi no restaurants, 
the precinct is experiment-
ing with barring parking at 
10 spaces on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays, and cre-
ating a turn-in lane.

Spaces eliminated

“After speaking to the 
commanding offi cer, we 
looked at it and decided to 
eliminate about ten park-
ing spaces from Seashore 
to Portofi no,” said Lt. Paul 
Trapani of the 45th Pre-
cinct, who called the mea-
sures temporary, so far. 

He said there is some 

concern that some motor-
ists seeing the orange cones 
outside of the restaurant 
may think that the turn in-
lane is a police check-point. 

It should take some time 

before the precinct knows 
how well the plan works, 
he said, adding that the 
traffi c experiment was a 
good example of police and 
community working to-
gether. 

Rodriguez, the founder 
of Don Coqui restaurants 
and past-owner of Jimmy’s 
Bronx Cafe and Jimmy’s 
City Island, said he thinks 
the turn-in lane is a good 
example of local businesses 
working together with the 
island community, other 
enterprises, and police. 

“We are very excited 
about how Don Coqui, Sea-
shore and the Chamber of 
Commerce are working 
with the community and 
the police to try to ease 
congestion,” said Rodri-
guez. “When you think 
about it, the residents can 
get on the island much eas-
ier, and the people who are 
visiting the other establish-
ments in the middle and lat-
ter part of the island don’t 
have to wait 20 minutes for 

our guests who are trying 
to get into the restaurant.” 

Rodriguez said that he 
did not want impact other 
people’s businesses or jobs. 

Traffi c seems to being 
running smoother so far, 
said Barbara Dolensek, 
CICA second vice-presi-
dent. 

Traffi c backups from cars turning into two City Island restaurants 
are being addressed by eliminating parking spots on weekends to 
create a turn-in lane. Photo by Patrick Rocchio 

City Island deals with traffi c backup

We are very 
excited about 

how Don Coqui, 
Seashore and 

the Chamber of 
Commerce are 
working with 

the community 
and the police 
to try to ease 
congestion.

Jimmy Rodriguez
Don Coqui Restaurant
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PRIME RIB TUESDAYS  
14OZ CUT OF

BLACK ANGUS PRIME RIB
Au Jus W/Creamy Horseradish 

Sauce Served
With Soup Du Jour Or Clipper 

Garden Salad
Baked Potato & Vegetable

CHOICE OF BREAD PUDDING, RICE PUDDING 
OR ICE CREAM

$1895

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

FREE
WI-FI

$700
 BAR

Lunches
Early Bird DinnerSunday Brunch Friday Nights

DJ
SHANE

at

10
PM

$1295

Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Captain’s Cabin
NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES - CATERING TO GROUPS 20-70

Special Packages Available - Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

HAPPY 17TH BIRTHDAY TO THE CLIPPER

MONDAY & TUESDAY NIGHT BAR SPECIALS
$5 WINGS N’ THINGS, 8–10 PM

25¢ WINGS
$5 SHRIMP & CLAM SPECIALS (CHANGE WEEKLY)

$5 IRISH NACHOS
$2 SLIDERS

BUCKET OF NIPS SPECIALS @ BAR ONLY
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Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308
(718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095
(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204
(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,
New York
Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952
Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2
See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  
(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  
www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

CATERING AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL BOROUGHS

Order Your Wings For Any Event 
On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING
Order Brady’s To Go @ 

www.pjbradystogo.com

STEAKS! 
CHOPS! 
FRESH 
SEAFOOD 
DAILY!

WATCH ALL THE GAMES
ON OUR

MLB
PACKAGE

20¢ 
WINGS

Sunday & Thursday At The Bar

Starting at 6 PM
Monday & Tuesday In Dining 
Room Or Bar 

Starting at 4 PM

SEMI-PRIVATE OR PRIVATE 
PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE

We Specialize In Family Style 
Private Dinner Parties

MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

FROZEN
DRINKS

NOW SERVING YOUR

FAVORITE FROZEN DRINKS 

& MOJITOS
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$15 OFF GROUP CLASSES 
(Members)   

$20 OFF (Non-Members) 

20% OFF (First 10) 
Adult & Family  
Memberships  

(10% OFF All Others) 

RAFFLE TO WIN IPOD SHUFFLE®, ENJOY FREE PIZZA, CLASS DEMOS AND MORE...  

SATURDAY, MARCH 29th  
11:00 am—3:00 pm 

$300 OFF  
FULL SEASON  

DAY CAMP 
(with $500 Deposit) 

*valid this day only 

New name, same trol-
ley! The Bronx Trolley: 
First Wednesday Arts & 
Culture Tour returns on 
April 2nd with an eve-
ning of exhibitions at 
Longwood Art Gallery @ 
Hostos, Bronx Museum 
of the Arts, and Bronx-
ArtSpace.

The Bronx Museum 
of the Arts additionally 
features a book signing 
and reading along with 
a special 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Bronx WritersCorps per-
formance in which BCA’s 
teaching artists mix it up 
and perform for their stu-
dents, plus a Big Read in 
the Bronx book giveaway.

Admission to venues is 
free and all are welcome 
to hop on board and enjoy 

them.
April 2nd’s Trolley 

begins at 5 p.m. at Long-
wood Art Gallery @ Hos-
tos (Hostos Community 
College, 450 Grand Con-
course at 149th Street) 
with GAY, an exhibition 
that examines the cul-
tural shift that has taken 
place in identity within 
the last decade by looking 
at the production of gay 
male artists of color from 
2003-2013.

 On view through May 
7, 2014. This show con-
tains adult content.

BCA’s Bronx Writer-
sCorps celebrates twenty 
years of giving voice to 
Bronx youth at the Bronx 
Museum of the Arts that 
evening, from 5 p.m. to 8 

p.m.
In this premiere event, 

the program’s talented 
teaching artists — all re-
nowned in the hip-hop and 
spoken word communities 
— will perform for their 
students. Artists include 
Brother Earl (your host 
for the evening), Intikana, 
Caridad “La Bruja” de la 
Luz, Kasim Allah and Di-
vine who will perform for 
their students in a table-
turning event where the 
instructors take the stage 
to showcase their perfor-
mance strategy and word-
sculpting skills. This 
special event will be co-
hosted by Bronx hip-hop 
music and media group 
Circa ’95 (Reph Star and 
Patty Dukes).

The trolley bell clangs 
at 5:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m. and 
7:30 p.m. indicating the 
trolley’s departure from 
Hostos on its way to the 
evening’s cultural events.

 The Bronx Culture 
Trolley runs on the First 
Wednesdays of each 
month (except January 
and September).

In addition to Long-
wood Art Gallery @ Hos-
tos, this month’s trolley 
stops and attractions in-
clude the Bronx Museum 
of the Arts and the  Bronx 
River Art Center at Bronx-
ArtSpace.

For more informa-
tion, visit BCA’s website 
at www.bronxarts.org or 
call 718 931-9500.

• Rock On The Bronx ......................................................................... 51

• Man of La Mancha At Lehman Center ....................................... 51

• Do You Remember: Construction Of The Concourse .......... 52

The Bronx Culture Trolley .

Bronx Trolley rolls April 2



5
1

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    M

a
r

c
h

 2
8

-
A

p
r

il 3
, 2

0
1

4
   

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

outside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BIGGEST
SAVINGS

OF THE SEASON

$20EYE 
EXAM

With purchase of eyeglasses
Restrictions apply.

Eyeglasses with purchase of  
1 year supply of contact lenses

$ 99*

50%
 OFF*

$100 OFF*

and FREE 2nd Pair

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses

Frame and Lens Packages
Starting at

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

Country Life, Twin Labs, Schiff, Solgar, New Chapter, Nature’s Way 
Vitamins & Herbs, Source Natural, Nature’s Herb’s and Jarrow

WE ACCEPT EBT

HEALTHY LIVING

WE CARRY A
WIDE VARIETY OF

Fresh Organic Produce 
Gluten Free Foods

And So Much More

2173 White Plains Road
OPEN

7 DAYS 718-931-4335

SALE - 25%
NEW CHAPTER, NATURES WAY, NORTIC 

NATURAL, JARROW, KAL-SOLARAY, 
TWIN LABS, YOGI TEAS, ALVITA TEAS

OFF
MSR

SALE - 50% OFF
MSR

INFORM

WE ACCEPT MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

SALE ENDS 04/30/14

Songwriting chores in 
all-original bands: some-
times a local rock band will 
write songs by committee. 
They will plan songwriting 
sessions. 

This can be productive 
or a waste of time depend-
ing on the personalities in-
volved. 

This communal method 
of songwriting, although 
meant to rid the band of 
any of the hard feelings al-
ready addressed in recent 
columns, can still cause a 
shock when even this effort 
does not allay any of the 
problems of songwriting 
but simply bring them into 
tighter quarters. Even then, 
lyrics are usually never 
written on the spot but in-

stead a general riff or chord 
structure is created and the 
singer will take this and 
bring it alive. 

This territory is usually 
untouchable once a singer 
has come back to a song-
writing session with some-
thing he loves. 

The utmost gentleness 
is used when trying to tell 
a singer a better way of do-
ing what he has created for 
his vocal and theatrical do-
main. 

Actually one could say 
the same is true of a gui-

tarist, drummer, bassist 
or keyboard player who is 
married to their part. It can 
be an artistic miracle when 
an original band comes up 
with a set of solid rocking 
self-written songs. 

This means the band re-
ally likes each other and/or 
there is a visionary among 
them guiding the band. As 
you can tell being in an 
original band is harder to 
get a set of material down 
than a cover band in which 
the material is already 
written and pre-tested with 
audiences.

 Of course that’s not to 
say being in a cover band is 
an easy ride. See you next 
week. 

Rock on. Rock out.

The internationally 
acclaimed Tony Award-
winning musical Man of 
La Mancha will arrive on 
stage at Lehman Center 

for the Performing Arts

on Saturday, April 5 at 8 
pm.

Jeffrey B. Moss - an 
award winning director 
- directs an all new pro-
duction that features Jack 
E. Curenton as Don Quix-
ote, Jessica Norland as Al-
donza and Rick Grossman 
as Sancho.

The play-within-a-play 
is based on Cervantes’s 
Don Quixote, a poignant 
story of a dying old man 
whose ‘impossible dream’ 
takes over his mind. 
Against all odds, a man 
sees good and innocence 
in a world filled with dark-
ness and despair. Man Of 
La Mancha won five Tony 
Awards including Best 
Musical, along with the 
New York Drama Critics 
Circle Award for Best Mu-
sical and the Outer Critics 
Circle Award.

Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts is on the 
campus of Lehman Col-
lege/CUNY at 250 Bed-
ford Park Boulevard West. 
Tickets start at $25, chil-
dren 12 and under $10 for 
any seat, and can be pur-
chased by calling 718-960-
8833 

* * *

I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y - r e -
nowned contemporary art-
ist Philip Haas’ one-per-
son exhibition, titled Four 
Seasons, will conclude its 
extended run at The New 

York Botanical Garden

on Sunday, March 30. 
The exhibition of four 

monumental sculptures 
opened on May 18, 2013, 
and has been viewed by 
hundreds of thousands of 
visitors in spring, sum-
mer, fall, and winter.

In Four Seasons, Haas 
has created four 15-foot-
tall portrait busts that ref-
erence each of the seasons 
and are displayed in the 
round.

* * *

Join the Bronx Coun-

cil of the Arts (BCA) for 
the kick-off celebration 
of The Big Read in the 
Bronx 2014 on Wednesday, 
April 2, from 5:00-8:00pm, 
at BCA’s Longwood Art 
Gallery @ Hostos (450 
Grand Concourse at 149th 
Street).

 The evening will in-
clude readings from Zora 
Neale Hurston’s Their 
Eyes Were Watching God 
and free copies of the book 
will be distributed.

 Audience members 
will be encouraged to par-
ticipate in the evening’s 
activities.

One of the most impor-
tant and enduring books 
of the twentieth century, 
Their Eyes Were Watching 
God brings to life a South-
ern love story with the wit 
and pathos found only in 
the writing of Zora Neale 
Hurston. 

Out of print for almost 
thirty years—due largely 
to initial audiences’ re-
jection of its strong black 

Man of La Mancha at Lehman Center
female protagonist—Hur-
ston’s classic has since 
its 1978 reissue become 
perhaps the most widely 
read and highly acclaimed 
novel in the canon of Afri-

can-American literature.
Most Big Read in the 

Bronx 2014 events are free 
and open to the public. 
Most Big Read activities 
will take place at BCA’s 

future headquarters at 
2700 East Tremont Avenue 
(corner of St. Raymond 
Avenue) unless otherwise 
noted. Information: 718-
931-9500 x21. 
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2 Construction of the Grand Concourse started in 1902
The Grand Concourse 

was designed by Louis Aloys 
Risse who studied drawing 
and art in Paris as a teenag-
er. It should come as no sur-
prise, therefore, that when 
designing the Grand Con-
course, he chose to pattern it 
after the Champs Elysses in 
Paris. He was the chief en-
gineer for the 23rd and 24th 
wards when he conceived 
the idea for the Grand Bou-
levard and Concourse circa 
1890 but it would be another 
five years before the need-
ed properties could be ac-
quired. Construction began 
in 1902 and it was its huge 
width of 182 feet that made 
it a grand route for parades 
and an attractive option for 
architects. 

Real development, how-
ever, would have to wait for 
the arrival of rapid transit. 
The nearby Jerome Avenue 
overhead IRT line was in-
troduced in 1917 opening up 
that section of our borough 
to development. The open-
ing of Yankee Stadium and 
the Concourse Plaza Hotel 
in 1923 drew the attention 
of some families who looked 

at the area and saw an alter-
native to the congestion of 
Manhattan. The real boon 
to the Concourse, however, 
would have to await the ar-
rival of the IND line in 1933.

The Grand Concourse 
was ideally suited to devel-
opment since no demoli-
tion was required. Build-
ers could save money when 
working with vacant land 
and no time was lost when 
it came to developing the 
Grand Concourse. Archi-
tects and builders soon 
began filling the vacant 
land with five and six story 
apartment houses, many 
in the Art Deco style. They 
built about three hundred 
by the mid-1930’s and they 
were rented almost as fast as 
they were constructed. The 
masses from Manhattan 
saw an opportunity to move 
into a bright airy apartment 
with elevators and doormen 

on the spacious boulevard 
close to public transporta-
tion and parks. It was like a 
dream come true for many.

Today the Art Deco 
designs attract quite a bit 
of attention and some build-
ings are identified by their 
design. The six-story Fish 
Building at 1150 Grand Con-
course off McClellan Street, 
designed by Jacob Felson, 
is so called from the fancy 
mosaics of fish and marine 
life adorning its facade. The 
lobby contains murals of 
dreamy sea maidens, frogs 
and swans and the floor is 
ornamented terrazzo. It’s 
the wrap-around windows 
and tawny brickwork with 
brown banding, however, 
that really define the build-
ing as Art Deco. It has 117 
apartments and can be 
found on the east side of the 
concourse

Another noted Art 

Deco building by Felson 
is nearby at 1188 Grand 
Concourse. This six-story 
buff brick building has 101 
apartments and was built 
between 1936 and 1938. The 
dark orange brick ornamen-
tation and saw tooth pattern 
arrest your attention. The 
entrance has pink marble 

framework and the lobby 
features four nature scene 
murals and a terrazzo floor 
of varied colored concentric 
circles. It’s well worth a vis-
it when checking out the Art 
Deco glories of the Grand 
Concourse. 

The National Regis-
ter of Historic Places cre-

ated the Grand Concourse 
Historic District in 1987. It 
stretches from 153rd Street 
to 167th Street and includes 
78 buildings most of which 
are on the famed boule-
vard. Should you visit this 
historic site, bring along a 
camera. 

This photo of the Fish Building on the Grand Concourse from Forgotten New York shows the detailed 
mosaic that draws in tourists and Art Deco lovers from around the world.  It is located at 1150 Grand 
Concourse at McClellan Street.

REPRINTED FROM 5/5/2012



5
3

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    M

a
r

c
h

 2
8

-
A

p
r

il 3
, 2

0
1

4
   

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Students from Cardi-
nal Spellman High School 
practice during a recent re-
hearsal for the production 
of The Wiz in the school’s 
auditorium. 

Since October, the young 
actors and actresses have 
been preparing for opening 
night. 

Spellman Players 
to preform ‘The Wiz’

The Cardinal’s Players 
will present The Wiz, the 
1975 Broadway play with 
music and lyrics by Charlie 
Smalls and book by William 
Brown, based on the story 
“The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz” by L. Frank Baum on 
Friday, April 11 and Satur-
day, April 12 at 8:00 P.M., 

Spellman students Danielle Bagley, John O’Donnell, Romeche Clarke, Joshua Smith and Jared Martell 
during a rehearsal for the upcoming performance of The Wiz.

and Sunday, April 13at 2:30 
P.M. 

Tickets are available at: 
www.cardinalspellman.org 
and click on the link to buy 
tickets. 

For more information, 
email: playtickets@cardi-
nalspellman.org or tele-
phone (718) 881-8000, ext. 231.

Carla Harris, Morgan 
Stanley Managing Direc-
tor, acclaimed gospel singer 
and performer, and ac-
complished author, wowed 
an SCA student assembly 
with the powerful message 
“Owning Your Own Power”.  
Her captive audience was 
75 students representing 
Trustee Scholars, chorus 
members, and the Praise 
Dancer troupe.

Harris, who recently was 

Special Assembly at St. Catharine Academy
appointed by President Ba-
rack Obama as Chair of the 
National Women’s Business 
Council, has performed to 
four sold-out concerts at 
Carnegie Hall and authored 
the book “Expect to Win”.

Born to humble begin-
nings in Jacksonville, Flor-
ida, Harris offered a blue-
print for success:  Never 
count yourself out.  Give it 
your best.  Don’t be afraid 
to try.  Do not let money be 

an issue and network, net-
work, network.  She encour-
aged students to fi nd their 
grounding in a rich spiri-
tual life, strong academic 
background, personal ex-
perience, and networking 
with people.

A lively period of dis-
cussion followed which 
covered everything from 
the college application pro-
cess (Ms. Harris earned 
BA and MBA degrees from 

Harvard) to voice lessons.  
Leaving the Assembly one 
student was overheard to 

say, “I got up this morning 
thinking something good 
was going to happen.  It hap-

pened right here in this As-
sembly.”

Carla Harris surrounded by SCA students.
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F I A M E
Forum of Italian American Educators I, Inc.

We cordially invite you to attend FIAME’s
Thirtieth Annual Awards Dinner Dance

Friday, April 4, 2014 at 6 pm
Villa Barone Manor, 737 Throggs Neck Expy Bronx NY

Honoring:
Maria Scarpinito Quail

Network Leader, Children First Network No. 109
Donna Rapaccioli, PhD

Fordham University, Dean, Gabelli School of Business
Charles Sperrazza
Principal  PS 108

Sister Diane Mastroianni, ASCJ
Principal, Santa Maria School

Christie Cirillo Crosby
Grade Two Teacher, PS/ MS 498

Roseann Leone
Kindergarten Teacher, St. Benedict’s

Melanie Senna Raguso
Paraprofessional, Grade Six, PS/MS 83

Maria Molinaro
Title I Teacher, St. Ann’s School

   Nicoletta Zambardino
Payroll Secretary, PS 112
Joseph and James Cisco

Highlanders Training Academy 

DONATION: Sandra’s Kids Trust Fund - The DeCicco Family

 Reservations Will Be Accepted Through
Monday, March 31, 2014. 

Call Josephine Depace 718 654 4193
 

The Bronx Volunteer Co-
alition (BxVC) is a member-
led coalition of Bronx or-
ganizations with a mission 
to increase volunteerism 
in the Bronx through in-
formation-sharing and col-
laboration among member 
organizations while acting 
as a hub for Bronx residents 
to give back to their com-
munity. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of NYC, a city-wide one-to-
one mentoring organiza-
tion has taken a lead role 
in the BxVC.  “Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of NYC is 
currently facing what we 
call a mentoring gap in the 
Bronx, where 29% of the 
children we serve reside in 
the Bronx, but just 5% of our 
mentors do.  The Bronx Vol-
unteer Coalition is going to 
help us close this gap,” says 
Michael Coughlin, Chief 
Quality Assurance Offi cer 
of Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters of NYC and a founding 

member of the Coalition.
The Bronx Volunteer Co-

alition seeks to honor mem-
bers of our Community who 
have uplifted the borough 
through volunteering.  The 

Bronx Volunteer Coalition 
will recognize 4 outstand-
ing Bronx Residents in the 
categories of “Young Vol-
unteer Leader”, “Neighbor-
hood Impact”, “Lifetime 

Volunteer Service”, and 
“Organized Volunteer Im-
pact”.  The nomination pro-
cess is open to the public 
through March 31st.  Vot-
ing will also be open to the 
public and run throughout 
the month of April.  Awards 
will be presented during 
Bronx Week in May.  To 
nominate a Bronx Volun-
teer of the year visit www.
bxvc.org/votya. 

 “Thousands of volun-
teers contribute to hundreds 
of organizations through-
out the Bronx.  Their work 
has a profound effect on the 
lives of many Bronxites.  
We want to celebrate their 
contribution and achieve-
ment,” says Marlon Molina, 
a founding member of the 
Bronx Volunteer Coalition.

For more information on 
the criteria for each award 
category as well as the 
nomination process please 
contact Samara Weiss at 
sweiss@bigsnyc.org. 

Nominations for Bronx 
Volunteers of the Year

Thousands 
of volunteers 
contribute to 
hundreds of 

organizations 
throughout the 

Bronx.
Marlon Molina

CNG IS LOOKING FOR YOU!
ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES TO 

WORK WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES

CNG (Community Newspaper Group), a division of the New York 
Post, is New York City’s largest network of local weekly newspapers, 
distributing hundreds of thousands of papers in Brooklyn, Queens, 
and the Bronx. In addition, CNG publishes specialty magazines and 
local websites. 

We are seeking motivated outside sales reps to sell ads in our newspa-
pers, magazines and websites. The positions involve selling advertising, 
working closely with clients to achieve and exceed their expectations, 
maintaining and developing a client base and seeking new business 
opportunities through face-to-face sales calls within your territory.

When applying for this position, please send your resume and cover 
letter to: 
Brian Rice

Email: brice@cnglocal.com

Tel: 718-260-4537 A News Corporation CompanyCNG is an EOE.

REQUIREMENTS & QUALIFICATIONS

Good written and verbal communication skills

Basic computer skills

Ability to work in a close team environment

Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, 
medical, expenses & paid vacation

Outside Sales 
Positions in The Bronx
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HOME! 
SELL ADS AND 
MARKETING 
TO LOCAL 
BUSINESSES.

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BRONX?
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY TONY SALIMBENE
 Lots of info from an ac-

tive post!  ATTENTION: 
Our regular meeting will 
be on April 13th instead 
of the 3rd Sunday due to 
our observance of Easter.  
Happy holiday and please 
pray for peace!  

Upcoming events: March 
28, Support the Troops, 
courtesy of Sam Young Post 
620 is sold out, maybe hang 
out at their bar and say 
thanks for assisting us.  

On April 11, we will have 
our National Commander’s 
visit to Antun’s in Queens, 
sold out too I believe.  

On May 18, the Throggs 
Neck Volunteer Ambu-
lance Corp. will have a fun 
fundraiser at Preston High 
School. Please support this 
important neighborhood or-
ganization!  

On May 19, we will 
have a new GI Film Festi-
val starting in the VA - DC 
area. More info to follow - a 
young man who made a fi lm 

about our Bronx Military 
Museum is a past winner of 
this worthwhile event.  

On April 27, the Korony 
Post Color Guard will open 
the 82nd Assembly District 
award luncheon at Villa 

Barone in Pelham Bay.  JP 
got our crew looking sharp 
and in demand for gigs and 
I am one of the honorees 
this year.

 Committee Reports:  A 
great day for the St. Pat-
ricks Day Parade!  Thanks,  
marchers.  

Thanks to Senator Jeff 
Klein for his Annual Ms. 
America Valentine Day 
visit to the VA Hospital.  

Our Hill Day visit was 
a success, thanks Pat and 
Guy for keeping an eye on 

what’s going on.  
Gene will be working on 

a Gen. Colin Powell mural 
at Allerton and Wallace av-
enues. More to follow on the 
exact dedication day for this 
special Bronx resident. 

“Belly Bomber Bingo” 
was a big success, thanks to 
Tony F, and all the helpers.  

Discount tickets for 
plays and such are avail-
able at www.vet.tix.org.  

The Dept. of NY Legion 
College may have two new 
students, Gene and Chris-

tine, for a fun but worth-
while veterans learning ex-
perience.  

Harold Glackin from 
American Legion Judo was 
recognized for 50 years 
membership!  

Pat reported on the pos-
sibility of $600 million to 
help homeless vets. Always 
more to follow on this most 
important endeavor. 

Until Next Time:  Check 
out www.TheodoreKo-
rony253.com and partici-
pate! Thanks, Colleen.    

BY JOANNE TIMMINS
March is Women’s 

History Month

This month is Women’s 
History Month.   Compris-
ing a bit more than 50 % 
of the population, women 
have uttered many words 
of wisdom but the words 
quoted in this article seem 
especially relevant to those 
of us who do the work of 
TNCAP, a community coali-
tion dedicated to prevent-
ing underage substance use 
and abuse. Do you recog-
nize any of the 3 quotes in 
this article? Answers are 
provided at the end.

1.“Nothing can be done 
without hope and confi -
dence. ”

When you think about it, 
mountains have been moved 
by a combination of  confi -
dence and hope. People have 
righted wrongs, achieved 
goals and persevered in the 
face of daunting odds with 
generous helpings of confi -
dence and hope. Those of us 
in substance abuse preven-
tion have seen the wonders 
that can be worked when 
people commit themselves 
to creating healthier, safer 
communities by tackling 
the thorny issues of under-

age drinking and drugging.  
Since 1998, the Throggs 
Neck Community Action 
Partnership has been meet-
ing to steadily build sup-
port and consensus among 
community residents, edu-
cators, faith groups, law en-
forcement, merchants, & lo-
cal legislators on how best 
to safeguard our youths’ fu-

ture by promoting an anti-
drug message. 

2. “Energy rightly ap-
plied can accomplish any-
thing.”

TNCAP needs to ac-
knowledge the contribu-
tions of all of our members, 
whose energy, confi dence 
and hope has led us to ac-
complish so much ! Our col-
laboration with the 45th Pre-
cinct through the years has 
been especially meaning-
ful. Their responsiveness 
to community concerns has 
led to increased “hot spot” 
checks for teenage drink-
ing, DWI checkpoints, and 
compliance checks of busi-
nesses to ensure that they 
are not selling alcohol to 
under-21 year olds. 

Local merchants at-
tend our Alcohol Train-
ing Awareness Program 
to help them comply with 
the laws and regulations of 
New York State in selling 
alcohol. Our attendees have 
consistently told us that 
they fi nd the training to be 
helpful & informative . Our 
reputation as a provider of 
this merchant training is 
expanding beyond the bor-
ders of the Bronx !  For this, 
we have to acknowledge the 
consistent support and in-

volvement of CB #10 in pro-
moting this program.

Our Parent Coordinators 
are tireless in their dedica-
tion and efforts to spread 
the prevention message to 
the students and their fami-
lies. Talk about energy! Our 
Annual Poster Campaign 
is soon to be underway in 
area middle schools, thanks 
in large part to them.  Our 
message this year is, “The 
Risk is Real. I Make Good 
Choices about Pedestrian 
Safety.”  As you know, the 
Mayor of New York City has 
identifi ed pedestrian safety 
as one of his important 
initiatives and we here in 
Throggs Neck stand ready 
to do our part ! Soon you 
will see the children’s post-
ers in local store windows. 
Please be sure to take a look 
and to thank the merchant 
for his community-minded-
ness in allowing the poster 
to be hung. Senator Jeff 
Klein’s generous donation 
of the posters must also be 
acknowledged. 

3. “The most effective 
way to do it is to do it.”

If you’ve ever seen one of 
our Bottle Tags gracing the 
neck of a bottle of beer, you 
can thank Lehman High 
School and Preston High 

School students. These 
kids have periodically vol-
unteered to go into local 
stores to tag bottles with a 
message to adults that says, 
“Teach your teen to think, 
not drink.” These tags 
serve as a reminder to over 
21-year olds and to parents 
that it is both illegal and 
unsafe to provide alcohol 
to minors. These young stu-
dents, full of optimism and 
hope for their future, de-
serve accolades  for setting 
a great example to their 
peers and the community-
at-large.

We could go on (and we 
will in future columns) to 
highlight the determined 
participation of our mem-
bers to make a difference 
by getting things done. Our 
members volunteer their 
time, share their resources, 
offer meeting space accom-
modations,  &  wear down 
their shoe leather to get 
our message out to all. The 
future is looking good, and 
we’re helping to make it 
happen.

As always, your feed-
back is welcomed at jtim-
mins@adapp.org.

Answers:  1. Helen Keller  
2. Nelly Bly    3. Amelia Ear-
hart

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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BY MARCIA ANNE PAVLICA
The scuttle butt from 

NYC Department of Design 
and Construction (DDC) 
still considered unoffi cial, 
since DDC has not put it in 
writing and since they are 
still evauluating the  tun-
neling approach, is that  the 
tunneling  approach MAY 
not happen in the construc-
tion of the new storm water 
line as previously planned. 
The three chambers that 
have been dug revealed too 
many boulders and boul-
ders too large in size to be 
effectively drilled through 
to accept the new storm wa-
ter pipe.

Boulders have been 
found in many areas of this 
project. Those who read our 
dribble may recall that one 
boulder which was exca-
vated was 11 feet by 9 feet 
in size, certainly not your 
garden size variety. Others 
were of similar size. The an-
ticipated form of construc-
tion according to DDC now 
being considered is the dig-
ging of an open trench from 

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
Tonight is the LPCA 

CSA Open House and Pot 
Luck Dinner.  I still need 
to decide what I’m cooking, 
cook it and prep for the eve-
ning.   I’ll try to keep this 
simple.

After Superstorm Sandy 
knocked out our civic 
house, we appealed to all of 
our elected offi cials for help.  
We promised everyone that 
the investment in repair-
ing the damage to the civic 
house would be returned to 
as many people as we could.  
Part of that promise was to 
begin offering “Adult En-
richment” classes to all our 
Throggs Neck neighbors.  

With that in mind, Lo-
cust Point Civic Associa-
tion is excited to announce 
our four part cooking class 

Stadium west to Baisley. 
It is also highly probable, 
according to DDC, that all 
utility poles will have to be 
moved (and the lines that 
are attached to them -cable, 
telephone, etc.) from  the 
south side of the street to 
the north side of the street, 
due to an open trench  

Once that is accom-
plished by each of the com-
panies who own the lines, 
the street will be dug open 
by the contractor with a 
proposed trench (per DDC) 
of 11 feet wide and 35 feet 
deep.  Access to the street 
by the homeowners? 

You can read between 
the lines as well of we can. 
The schedule for the open 
trench will potentially 
start the Summer of 2014 if 
this method is chosen  (our 
Neighbors in Riverdale on 
West 238th Street are cur-
rently living through simi-
lar street closures and an 
open trench 8 feet wide and 
35 feet deep.) Our concern 
is of course access to our 
homes not only by us but by  

Police, Fire and Sanitation 
as well, during the digging. 
I can hear the cat calls out 
there by some as they read 
this :”Again, with the dumb 
sewer” and we would hope 
there would be some who 
would have compassion for 
what we are going to be liv-
ing through.

When our association 
was formed 41 years ago, 
we became part of a greater 
community and their prob-
lems and needs always were 
a part of the quality of life of 
our community.  

At our February meet-
ing, I broached the delicate 
topic of Potter’s Field- the 
island one mile off our 
neighbors of City Island- 130 
acres in size where lies the 
mass graves of one million 
poor, indigent, still-born in-
fants and the bodies of men 

and women unclaimed from 
City Hospitals and the City 
Morgue.  The Potters Field 
on Hart Island is the only 
remaining active cemetary 
of its kind in New York City.  
There used to be numerous 
Potters Field sites like it, 
fi lled to capacity and then 
re-designated as City Parks 
(City Hall Park, Bryant 
Park behind the 42nd Street 
Library, and even Washing-
ton Square Park).  Our Is-
land Neighbor Hart Island 
was also used through the 
years as a reformatory for 
boys and also as an insane 
asylum. It was also used as 
a military operations site. 

Now the only active 
Potters Field in NYC, the 
wooden pine coffi n boxes 
arrive several days a week 
from all boroughs.  The 
wooden coffi ns are now 
logged in with a GPS loca-
tion, but the mass grave 
can only be viewed from a 
wooden gezebo at the end 
of a ferry boat ride, denying 
emotional closure to those 
who might like to visit, 

stand, pray and/or lay fl ow-
ers. 

Since the island is under 
the jurisdiction of the NYC 
Dept. of Corrections, visi-
tors can only arrive from 
City Island by Ferry and 
must relinquish their cell 
phones, cameras and such, 
returned to them after their 
brief visit.  

Families are requesting 
that the island be turned 
over to the NYC Parks De-
partment and that the site 
be opened to family mem-
bers.  A bill on this subject 
has been introduced into 
NYC City Council. Many 
have concerns that this sub-
ject may best be served by 
the creation of a consortium 
of concerned City Agencies 
so that this cemetary and 
its occupants can be treated 
with dignity and respect.   

Currently, a detail of in-
mates from Rikers Island 
are those who bury the pine 
boxes in the mass grave. 
City Island’s “The Current” 
has respectfully covered 
this subject for their read-

ers as has the New York 
Times.  A series of meet-
ings have been held on City 
Island and at our Commu-
nity Board 10 on this sub-
ject. If you have feelings on 
this, there will be a decision 
reached by NYC City Coun-
cil. 

Currently in C.B. 10 list-
ing of Capital Budget items 
for 2015,  the Department of 
Parks items are annotated 
“no funds available”  and/
or “see your elected offi -
cials”. 

So, how can the Depart-
ment of Parks maintain the 
island and its current use 
without funding? 

Our elected Councilman  
is of course James Vacca, 
and our point person in his 
offi ce is Jeff Kohn (718-931-
1721). Some at our members 
wanted to voice their opin-
ion on the bill. We share the 
information with you.

And as always, “Your 
Home extends beyond your 
property line.Take pride in 
your Community.

series.  
Classes are being taught 

by our CSA Core Members 
and will cover a variety of 
techniques for everyone 
from beginners to experi-
enced home cooks.  

All classes require ad-
vance reservations and 
are limited to 12 people, 
so please RSVP to: cna-
politano@netzero.net.  All 
classes are $20 per person 
per class.  If you would like 
to attend all four classes, 
you can purchase the se-
ries for $75 per person.  You 
must be 18 to attend classes.  
Anyone 16 to 18 must be ac-
companied by a parent and 
will be charged the same.  
All classes are being held at 
the Locust Point Civic Asso-
ciation, 3300 Tierney Place.

Class 1:  Monday, April 

7 from 6 to  p.m.: Macaroni 
and Cheese from Scratch

Teacher:  Chrys Napoli-
tano, CSA Core Member 
and Food Writer

Forget the box with the 
powder, make Macaroni 
and Cheese from scratch.  
Inspired by the fact that 
many of us count Mac ‘n 
Cheese from a box one of 
our fi rst culinary adven-
tures, our fi rst cooking 
class will be devoted to mak-
ing this comfort food.  The 
class will cover the whole 
process from beginning 

to end, resulting in a deli-
cious meal for the class to 
share.  During the class, we 
will discuss ways to change 
the recipe to add variety to 
your menu plans.

Class 2:  Monday, April 
21 from 6pm to 9pm

Stock and Soup Work-
shop

Teacher:  Chrys Napoli-
tano

The class will begin 
with a review of the basics 
for making stock from meat 
bones and will allow attend-
ees to see the process from 
beginning to end, including 
jarring up enough stock for 
attendees to bring home a 
quart for their use.  After 
reviewing the stock making 
process, instructor will re-
view two basic soup recipes 
and the many variations 
that can be tried at home.  
The class will end with a de-
licious soup tasting.

Class 3:  Monday, May 5 
from 6 to 9 p.ml: Basics of 
Vegetarian Cooking

Teacher:  Ann Kelly, CSA 
Core Member and Certifi ed 
Holistic Health Coach

Have you been won-
dering about how to get 
more Veggie into your life?  
Have you heard of the Su-
per grain Quinoa but don’t 
know what to do with it?  
Come to this hands-on class 

and have fun while we make 
three delicious Vegetar-
ian dishes.  You will learn 
all the skills to make these 
dishes and more variations.  
Two dishes will be cooked 
and the third dish will be 
raw.  You will walk away 
with all the recipes and 
shopping list so you can rec-
reate these dishes at home.  
At the end of class we will 
share our creations which 
will have enough protein to 
keep you satisfi ed.

Class 4:  Monday, May 19 
from 6 to 9 p.m.: It’s a Pizza 
Party!

Teacher:  Lourdes Har-
kins, CSA Core Member 
& Graduate of JustFood’s 
Cooking Classes

The class will begin with 
a demonstration of how to 
make your own pizza dough 
from scratch.  Participants 
will then be able to make 
a batch for themselves to 
bring home and use on their 
own.  Afterwards, the class 
will work with prepared 
dough to make their own 
pizzas, utilizing a variety 
of toppings.  Instructor will 
review additional toppings 
that can be added to your 
menu plan to utilize sea-
sonal and local toppings.   
Students are encouraged 
to bring their own pizza 
stones or pizza pans if they 

have one.  
But wait, there’s more:  

Yoga Open House, Wed. 
April 9 from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m.  We are so excited to 
have Patty Haney, a lifelong 
Throggs Neck resident and 
licensed Yoga Instructor, to 
teach this class.  To reserve 
your space at our open 
house, contact Patty at kyc-
nyc@aol.com.  This event is 
free and open to all.  Regu-
lar classes will begin at the 
civic the following week.  If 
Zumba is more your thing, 
our Open House will be on 
Thursday, April 17 at 7pm.  
This class will be taught by 
Natasha Soto, a Certifi ed 
Zumba Instructor.  Regular 
classes will begin the fol-
lowing week.

Last week, we started an 
Exercise Class for Seniors, 
which is being taught by 
Debbie McKillop, another 
Throggs Neck local, Certi-
fi ed Fitness Instructor and 
formerly with Fusion Fit-
ness.  This popular class is 
open to all and is being held 
on Tuesdays at 11am.  The 
cost per class is $6.

We have more classes 
planned, so check out the 
Locust Point Civic Center 
Column for more updates.  
In the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in 
the world.

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!
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BY LYNN GERBINO
Our next meeting will 

be on Earth Day, April 22, 
at 7:30 at the Villa Barone 
Manor. Currently we have 
one speaker on the agenda, 
Dorothy Poggi, of the 
Friends of Ferry Point who 
will give us a power point 
presentation on different 
projects in the community, 
including what is coming 
into the community includ-
ing the 911 center, new re-
tail stores, the Metro North 
station, environmental ap-
plications for added green 
areas and other park and 
waterfront issues.

Locust Point Events...
Now that the Locust Point 
Civic is back in action, here 

are some programs and up-
coming events that are be-
ing offered to the commu-
nity:

 Tuesday, March 18 at 
11am:  Senior Exercise 
Class beginscnapolitano@
netzero.net

Friday, March 21 at 7pm:  
Kids Night

Sunday, March 23 at 
10am:  Civic House Work 
Day

Monday, March 24 at 
6pm:  CSA Pot Luck Dinner 
and Open House

Thursday, April 3 at 
7pm:  Bingo (Sen Klein’s Of-
fi ce will be sending out a 
fl yer but we are so excited 
to be hosting the opening 
night!)

Cooking Classes, Mon-
day, 4/7, 4/21, 5/5 and 5/19 
(additional fl yer with more 
information will be emailed 
ASAP).

Wednesday, April 9 at 
7pm:  Yoga Open House 
(classes to begin the follow-
ing Wednesday night)

Saturday, June 7:  Save 
the Date - Comedy Night - 
more info to come

Feel free to email Chrys 
Napolitano at cnapolitano@
netzero.net or call her at347 

607 7705 for details.
For anyone who is in-

terested, Our Lady of the 
Assumption Church, 1634 
Mahan Avenue, has the 
Catholic Widows and Wid-
owers Club, which meets 
on the third Monday of the 
month at 7 p.m. in the base-
ment meeting room of the 
Church. The entrance is 
up the driveway to the side 
door. All are welcome to 
this non-denominational 
club. For more information, 
please call Jim at 914-637-
6203.

If you are interested in 
free trees here is some in-
formation I received from 
the Borough President’s Of-
fi ce:

Spring Tree Giveaway 
Information: 

Date:  March 29, 2014
Time: 10am-12pm
Place: Hunts Point Riv-

erside Park (Intersection of 
Lafayette Ave and Edgewa-
ter Rd)

RSVP: www.nyrp.org/
ssbx

Though registration is 
not required to receive a 
tree, a limited quantity of 
trees will be available on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served ba-
sis. 

Join Sustainable South 
Bronx, MillionTrees, and 
NYRP for the Annual 
Spring Tree Giveaway! 
This year, we have 100 trees 
to distribute to Bronx resi-

dents for free. At the event 
we will have our trained 
Tree Care Captains dem-
onstrating how to care for 
your new tree. Each partici-
pant who claims a tree will 
also be able to take home 
free organic mulch.

 TREE REQUIRE-
MENTS

To pick up a free tree, 
you must agree:

• To plant in one of the 
fi ve boroughs.

• To keep trees properly 
watered and maintained.

• Not to plant along 
streets, in containers, ter-
races, balconies or on roofs.

Have a wonderful week!! 
As always, you can reach us 
at 718-823-0327.

BY AL BELFIORE
This past Tues. night 

we called a special meeting 
of the Locust Point Board 
of Directors in order to 
deal with the cat problem 
that has been plaguing our 
neighborhood for the lon-
gest time.   I truly believe 
that our hearts are in the 
right place, as we don’t want 
any harm to come to any of 
God’s creatures.   

That being said, it was de-
cided that the cats that have 
taken up refuge in the civic 
building, would have to be 
humanely trapped, spayed 
and brought to Animal Care 
and Control, to, then, be put 
up for adoptioni.   As hard 
as that decision was, we all 
felt that is in the best inter-
est of the cats.   The other 
problem is that one of the fe-
males is pregnant or might 

have possibly given birth 
by now.  So, for now, we will 
have to wait a few weeks to 
accomplish this.   At that 
time, we will have to repair 
their entrance in and out of 

the building.   
 The next event will be 

Breakfast with the Easter 
Bunny on April 12 from 10 
am to 12 noon.   Immedi-
ately following the break-
fast there will be an Eas-
ter Egg Hunt on the beach.   
There will also be  a 50/50 
drawing.   Tickets are $10 
each or 3 for $25.    All Lo-
cust Point members are 
welcome.   

Comedy night will be 
Sat. June 7.   For reserva-
tions contact Jerry Landi 
@landijerry@yahoo.com.   
Price will be $30 p/p paid 
donation in advance, $35 
p/p donation at the door.   
Doors open at 8 pm, show 
starts at 10 pm.   We are told 
there will be between 7 and 
10 comedians.  Snacks will 
be provided on each table 
and beverages will be avail-

able for a nominal fee.   
“Dancing Under The 

Stars” event will be held in 
July (possibly Sat the 5th).   
My band, “Just Nuts” will 
be the featured entertain-
ment and, I’m sure there 
will be special guests as 
well.   This event will be big-
ger than ever and will be a 
major source of revenue for 
the civic.   

Thank You for reading!

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
     Our next meeting will 

be on Thursday, April 10 
at 7:30 p.m. at P.S. 14.  Our 
guest speaker will be John 
Doyle, Associate Director of 
the Department of Market-
ing, Public and Community 
Relations at Jacobi Medical 
Center.  He will speak about 
the many wonderful pro-
grams at Jacobi .  He will 
also inform us about the 
steps that are being taken 
to decrease hospital born 
infections such as staph.  It 
is important to be knowl-
edgeable about our neigh-
borhood hospitals so I hope 
you can attend this impor-
tant meeting.  

This is also a time to 
make suggestions about 
what we, as a community, 
need to make our health-
care safer, more responsive 
and of a better quality.  Ja-
cobi is really making an ef-
fort to improve and they are 

very community oriented.  
So, come and learn about 
what’s new at one of our best 
neighborhood hospitals.

Primavera Italian 

Language Program

On Saturday, March 1,  
40 students from the Prima-
vera Italian Language Pro-
gram received certifi cates 
of completion for their hard 
work and diligence.  Of 
course, it was fun too!  They 
learned about the culture 
and customs of Italy as well 
as learning the Italian lan-
guage.  And, oh let’s not for-
get about the delicious food!

Senator Klein and 
Tommy Messina (from Con-
gressman Crowley’s offi ce) 
gave out the certifi cates and 
congratulated each student.  
Thank you for taking time 
out of your busy schedules 
to do so.

The theme for the cer-
emony was “Amore” (Love).  
Each student wrote a mes-

sage in Italian on their pic-
ture frame and gave it to a 
loved one along with a choc-
olate rose.  At the end of the 
ceremony, students gave 
supporters of the program 
a chocolate rose to thank 
them for helping to keep 
this wonderful program ac-
cessible to the children in 
our neighborhood.

Waterbury LaSalle Com-
munity Association is a 
proud supporter of this pro-
gram.  We are particularly 
happy that children of all 
backgrounds attend and 
learn the beautiful Italian 
language.  While tasting 
Italian foods, learning Ital-
ian customs and learning 
another language they are 

also preparing for High 
School entrance exams.  
Learning Italian has been 
proven to increase vocabu-
lary skills!  What a great 
way to prepare for that big 
test!

The ceremony ended 
with a delicious lunch and 
sweet desserts for all.

     A special congratu-
lations goes to Anthony 
Longhitano who received a 
scholarship to La Scoula d’ 

Italia High School in Man-
hattan.  Also, we’d like to 
congratulate all of the 8th 
grade students from the 
program that were accepted 
into the High School of their 
choice.  Great job!

Students dancing to Mambo Italiana, choreographed by Lenore Feliciano.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND INFORMATION 
CALL (718) 742-3386
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The art of the compromise by Tom Allon

TOM ALLON

It is often said that good poli-
tics involves the “art of the com-
promise.” To get things done and 
make progress, which should be 
the goal of every elected leader, 
there needs to be give and take.

This lesson seems to have 
been lost in Washington in re-
cent years, where a polarized 
Congress has passed fewer and 
fewer pieces of legislation each 
session. If Republicans take 
over the Senate in the upcoming 
election cycle, we may expect 
even less during the last two 
lame-duck years of the Obama 
administration.

Here in New York, it is bud-
get season in Albany and we’re 
witnessing lots of horse trading 
to get things done.

Will it produce a compromise 
on the Development, Relief, and 
Education for Alien Minors Act, 
otherwise known as the Dream 
Act? Probably not, but there’s 
still time until the legislative ses-
sion ends in late June to get that 
important progressive vision re-
alized and help our immigrant 
young get great educations.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
been exemplary in his ability to 
use compromise to move his 
agenda forward. Some think 
he sacrifi ced a lot of important 
goals over the years — such as 
independent redistricting — but 
his signature achievements of 
marriage equality and capping 
property taxes came about be-
cause of his willingness to wheel 

and deal.
Mayor Bill de Blasio has ex-

hibited his ability to cut deals in 
his fi rst few months in offi ce. He 
traded air rights for more afford-
able housing with the Domino 
Sugar development in Brook-
lyn, a move that could serve as 
a model for the mayor’s future 
relationship with the real estate 
development community.

The mayor’s signature edu-
cation initiative, universal pre-
kindergarten, is a great idea that 
many have pursued unsuccess-
fully in the past two decades. 
The governor decided to push 
this idea forward throughout the 
state, but he squashed the may-
or’s plan to raise taxes on high 
earners to fund it.

The mayor is making a mis-
take by continuing to push for 
the tax. Instead, he should ac-
cept Cuomo’s compromise and 
focus his team on implementing 
this ambitious plan to add thou-
sands of new seats in city public 
schools for early childhood edu-
cation.

After all, once kids are in 
those seats, it won’t matter to 
constituents who is paying for it.

There’s an old saying that 
should apply here for the new 
mayor: “Don’t let the perfect be 
the enemy of the good.”

Compromise is an important 
skill in life. Let’s hope the new 
mayor’s early signs of deal-mak-
ing continue.

Tom Allon, president of City 

& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before he 

left to return to the private sector. 
Reach him at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
 Sorry about last week’s 

lack of column. My com-
puter was acting stupid. Stu-
pidly, adverb. It corrected 
itself without any help from 
me except foul language.

 The Edgewater Park So-
cial and Welfare Associa-
tion is collecting clothing 
for homeless vets.

They need good, clean 
slightly used men’s cloth-
ing. New underwear all 
sizes and many socks. they 
can also use trial size tooth-
paste, tooth brushes, den-
tal fl oss, razors, shaving 
cream, soaps  deodorants, 
shampoos and lotions.

 These items can be 
dropped off at the Edgewa-
ter Park Firehouse on April 
5, between the hours of 10 
AM-3 PM. Any questions, 
Call Barbara Lindsay at 

239-784-3789. Thanks for the 
help.

 This in from Sandy Ro-
lon who should have her 
own column in the BXTM-
SRPTR.

 Save the date: Thurs-
day May 22 from 11 a.m. - 3 
p.m. at the New Yorker Ho-
tel. This is an employment 
opportunity event Contact 
RecruitMilitary,LLC 422 
West Loveland Rd. Love-
land, Ohio, 45140.

 The City of Mount Ver-
non is looking for vets who 
have a NYS Security Guard 
License to work at locations 
throughout New York State. 
Full uniforms are provided. 

Pay rate is $13 per hour/ 
$500 per week to start. For 
more info: Chanese Cole-
man at 914-699-7230 xt132. 
E-mail ccoleman@cmvny.
com or Tamarris Lewis 
914-699-7230xt113 E-mail 
tlewis@cmvny.com

 Trivia Time!!
 Elvis was sworn into the 

Army on March 24, 1958.
 On the same date in 1989, 

the Exxon Valdez leaked in 
Alaska.

 The fi rst Medal of Honor 
was awarded to Jacob Par-
rott on March 25, 1863.

 On March 25, 1911, The 
Triangle Shirtwaist Fire 
happened with the loss of 
146 lives.

 On the same date in 1990, 
The Happyland fi re was set 
with the loss of 87 lives.

 Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.

BY FATHER
 RICHARD F. GORMAN

Why “As-of-Right”
Is Wrong

( Last in a Series)
The nascent housing devel-

opment in Woodlawn Heights at 
the intersection of East 236TH 
Street and Vireo Avenue con-
tinues to grow in size in direct 
proportion to the amount of 
agita and angst it continues to 
engender.  Questions persist as 
to who exactly is responsible for 
the development, what his/her/
their intentions are with regard 
to the building, who is going to 
live at 524 East 236TH  Street, 
what its impact upon the local 
neighborhood and Woodlawn 
Heights as a whole will be, what 
ultimately will come to be at the 
site, and whether or not Wood-
lawn Heights should be prepar-
ing for some sort of develop-
ment and population with which 
it will neither be satisfi ed or com-
fortable.

Even as I pen the last of my 
columns to you relative to “as-
of-right” development and this 
particular instance of it, despite 
ongoing attempts and persistent 
efforts on the part of our vigilant 
New York State Senator, The 
Honorable Jeffrey D. Klein, and 
his assiduous staff to arrange a 
meeting with the principals be-
hind the project, none has yet 
transpired, although yet another 
prospective date is on the cal-
endar.  This circumstance high-
lights a particularly exasperating 
and frustrating aspect of “as-of-
right” development  --  viz., that, 
since the individual(s) behind 
the project are permitted and 
empowered to develop by the 
specifi c zoning category of the 
site, there is no need or mandate 
to seek the approval of govern-

ment agencies, including those 
entrusted with zoning and devel-
opment issues, or even to con-
duct outreach to the residents of 
the area that the undertaking will 
affect, whether benefi cially or 
detrimentally.  Of course, it can 
be argued that an individual who 
‘has a right” to engage in a le-
gal activity should not be made 
to either forgo an opportunity 
or to have said legal preroga-
tive proscribed.  Nonetheless, 
conversely, do folks living in a 
certain area have any rights to 
preserve and/or further their in-
terests?  Could not a reasonable 
and feasible balance between 
these two aforesaid and diamet-
rically-opposite points be formu-
lated?   Could not some form of 
compromise and give-n’-take 
brought into being?

Of course, “YOURS TRULY” 
would certainly be interested in 
bringing about such a situation.  
I truly have no problem with 
someone playing by the rules of 
the game and trying to make a 
buck.  On the other hand, even 
if legally permissible and pro-
tected, why does such an en-
deavor have to take us “ninety-
nine percenters” to the cleaners 
in so many cases?  At the very 
least, could it not be lawfully 
prescribed that those seeking 
to develop a site or to locate 
an enterprise in an established 
neighborhood communicate 
with and be both expected and 
obliged to communicate with us 
locals?  Certainly, it does not 
hurt to talk or to listen.  Doing so, 
though, can facilitate tolerance 
or understanding  --  and, per-
haps, even acquiescence and 
acceptance, grudging or oth-
erwise  --  between opponents 
having contrasting and confl ict-
ing viewpoints.  Moreover, it is 

not unfathomable or impossible 
that a developer with an idea 
can refi ne, improve, or even dis-
cover a better substitute for a 
proposed project.  True, it takes 
time to talk and listening entails 
and compels patience, open-
mindedness, and, perchance, a 
bit of humility.  Not all success 
comes in the form and can be 
measured by dollars and cents.  
Some in business and in Gov-
ernment need to be reminded of 
this fact.

At some point, I am confi -
dent that State Senator Klein 
and his assistants will success-
fully arrange and conduct a 
meeting with Mr. Ray Kahn, the 
so-called Managing Member of 
record for “LIMITEC LIABILITY 
COMPANY (L.L.C.)”, the sup-
posed “Entity Owner” listed on 
documents pertaining to the 
524 East 236TH Street develop-
ment on fi le with the New York 
City Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development 
(N.Y.C.H.P.D.).  However, curi-
ously the developing business 
called the “East 236TH Street 
L.L.C.”  is a “limited liability com-
pany,”  which in law is defi ned as 
“a fl exible form of enterprise that 
blends elements of partnership 
and corporate structures, a legal 
form of company and business 
structure that provides limited 
liability to its owners in the vast 
majority of jurisdictions through-
out the United States”  --  please 
excuse me for being suspicious.  
My antennae are was up on this 

one.  Who, in real point of fact, 
is the owner and person behind 
this scheme?  Who really will 
reap the harvest and take home 
the big bucks from this building?  
What are this person’s genu-
ine intentions?  Does this indi-
vidual have any alternative or 
back-up plans should the initial  
--  or merely professed  --  one 
fail?  Oh, by the by, just to fur-
ther tweak your interest and to 
thicken the plot, “limited liability” 
is where “one’s fi nancial liability 
is limited to a fi xed sum, most 
commonly the value of a said 
person’s investment in a com-
pany or partnership.  If a com-
pany with limited liability is sued, 
then the plaintiffs  --  i.e., those 
undertaking to sue  --  are suing 

the company, not its owners or 
its investors.  A shareholder, or 
investor, in a limited company 
is not personally liable for any 
of the debts of said enterprise, 
other than for the value of his/
her investment in that company.  
This usually takes the form of 
that stakeholder’s dividends in 
the company being zero, since 
the limited company has no prof-
its to distribute.”  HMMMNM! 
This sort of makes you wonder 
now, doesn’t it?

It is not unheard of limited 
liability companies (L.L.C.’s) 
suddenly springing up for the 
purposes of construction and 
development and subsequently 
disappearing just as quickly 
after the building comes to an 

end.  It is not unusual for an al-
leged business enterprise to 
function as a shield and cam-
oufl age for the authentic owner/
developer who is really putting 
up the money and/or intend-
ing to garner the profi ts from a 
given endeavor.  It is not out-
of-the-question for a crafty and 
cunning developer to propose a 
purpose for a project that is de-
liberately designed to fail so that 
said developer can allegedly fall 
back on a more unpopular pro-
posal that was always intended 
to produce a pot of gold.

Is this the case with this 
new development in Woodlawn 
Heights?  We shall see.  STAY 
TUNED!
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St. Barnabas Hospital has 
named Dr. Edward Telzak, 
an infectious disease spe-
cialist, as its new Chair, De-
partment of Medicine.  Dr. 
Telzak, who began his pro-
fessional career in infectious 
disease and AIDS research 
as an epidemiologist for the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in the New 
York City Department of 
Health in the late 1980s, most 
recently served as Chief of 
Infectious Diseases, Direc-
tor of the AIDS Program and 
Vice Chair, Department of 
Medicine, at Bronx-Lebanon 
Hospital Center.

 “We are thrilled to add 
someone as accomplished 
as Dr. Telzak to our medi-
cal leadership team,” said 
Dr. David Perlstein, SBH’s 
Chief Medical Offi cer.  “We 
feel that with the additions of 
Dr. Telzak and Dr. Shabsigh, 
we are well positioned as a 
health system to manage the 
many challenges presented 
by the changing health care 
environment.”

 Dr. Ridwan Shabsigh, 
a nationally renowned ex-
pert in the fi eld of urology 
and men’s health, joined St. 
Barnabas Hospital as its 
Chair, Department of Sur-
gery in September 2013.

Dr. Telzak has written 
extensively and been a prin-
cipal investigator on studies 

involving HIV/AIDS, tuber-
culosis, and other infectious 
diseases.  He was the co-au-
thor of a book on the man-
agement of the HIV-infected 
patient. 

 A long career in clinical 
care and public health, he 
said, taught him that man-
aging chronic diseases takes 
more than a one-to-one rela-
tionship between doctor and 
patient. 

 “It means offering a mul-
tiplicity of services in the 
same place, as we did with 
HIV/AIDS -- providing treat-
ment for substance abuse, 
social services, housing, and 
access to mental health ser-
vices,” said Dr. Telzak. “My 
goal at SBH over the next 5 to 
10 years is to take what we’ve 
learned from the world of 
HIV/AIDS primary care and 
provide this kind of compre-
hensive care to patients with 

congestive heart failure, kid-
ney failure, asthma, diabetes 
and the other chronic dis-
eases we see in the Bronx in 
order to keep them well, out 
of the hospital and to man-
age their ED visits more ef-
fectively.”

 As a means to this end, St. 
Barnabas Hospital recently 
opened an 8,000-square foot 
Center for Comprehensive 
Care.  The center provides 
chronic disease management 
for older patients, as well as 
for adults and children with 
asthma and diabetes.

 Born and raised in the 
Bronx, Dr. Telzak is a gradu-
ate of Columbia University 
and The Albert Einstein Col-
lege of Medicine.  He did his 
residency at Tufts Univer-
sity School of Medicine-New 
England Medical Center and 
was a Clinical Fellow and 
researcher in Infectious Dis-
eases at the major hospital 
affi liates of both Harvard 
University and Tufts Uni-
versity.   He has been a Pro-
fessor of Medicine at Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine 
since 2001 and continues to 
be a member of the New York 
City Commission on AIDS, 
New York City Department 
of Health and Mental Hy-
giene, and the Scientifi c Ad-
visory Committee, Ameri-
can Foundation for AIDS 
Research (AmFAR).

St. Barnabas names new 
Dept. of Medicine chairman

DR. EDWARD TELZAK

This year, Medicaid has 
new income guidelines; 
many folks may now qual-
ify who weren’t eligible be-
fore. Medicaid benefi ciaries 
receiving home and com-
munity-based care services 
for more than 120 days must 
enroll in a Managed Long 
Term Care health plan. VN-
SNY CHOICE, an affi liate 
of the not-for-profi t Visiting 
Nurse Service of New York 
(the nation’s largest not-for-
profi t provider of home- and 
community-based health 
services), urges folks to do 
their research and contact 
one of its trained represen-
tatives for help answering 
any questions.

Here are few key el-
ements from VNSNY 
CHOICE experts to consider 

when choosing a health 
plan:

A correlation between 
personalized care and reg-
istered nurse supervision 
provides the quintessen-
tial coordination of medi-
cal care and personal as-
sistance needed from any 
health plan. It’s essential to 
seek a plan that mutually 
provides for both. 

From scheduling es-
sential appointments and 
assistance with household 
tasks, to providing round-
the-clock nursing care at 
home, both are equally im-
portant.

Find a health plan that 
works congruently with 
your community to provide 
comprehensive care that 
best fi ts your needs. For 

example, does the provider 
have partnerships with 
hospitals to ensure smooth 
transition from hospital to 
home? Are there relation-
ships with pharmacists 
should medication manage-
ment questions arise? Are 
support organizations and 
resources known to the pro-
vider?

Open and close commu-
nication between your pri-
mary care physician and 
your plan’s healthcare team 
is crucial to streamline care 
and avoid complications. 
Are there plans that your 
physician recommends?

For more information, 
visit www.VNSNYCHOICE.
org or call 1-855-AT CHOICE 
(1-855-282-4642). 

VNSNY answers insurance questions

Calvary Hospital re-
cently honored Carmen 
Vega, a long-time Cancer 
Care Technician (CCT), 
with the 2014 Meviar Smith 
Humanitarian Award. The 
award, which has been be-
stowed since 1988, was cre-
ated to honor the memory 
of 28-year Calvary veteran, 
Meviar Smith. Until her 
death in 1987, Meviar was 
famous for her loyalty, con-
scientious work ethic, and 
dedication to the patients 
at Calvary Hospital. This 
year’s selection committee 
felt that Carmen best dem-
onstrated the qualities for 
which Meviar was known.

Carmen was born in the 
small town of Fajardo in 
Puerto Rico and raised in 
the Bronx. In 1980, her sis-
ter-in-law’s experience as 
a CCT at Calvary, inspired 
Carmen to join the Hospital 
as a nurse’s aide. Not long 
after, she graduated from 
Calvary’s CCT herself.

During her 34-year ten-
ure, Carmen has worked 
on four patient care units at 

the Hospital. For the past 19 
years, she has been one of 
the unsung heroes working 
nights on the 5 North unit. 
Carmen takes great joy and 
satisfaction in providing all 
her patients with the best 
care. She knows that her 
work makes a difference ev-
ery day to her patients and 
to their families. She can’t 
imagine working anywhere 
else. Carmen is among sev-
eral members of her family 
who work in healthcare. 
The proud mother of three 
adult sons, Carmen and her 
family, reside in the Bronx.

Established more than 
50 years ago, Calvary Hos-
pital’s rigorous six-month 
training program for Can-
cer Care Technicians has 
produced hundreds of out-
standing health care profes-
sionals with the necessary 
skills to help people with ad-
vanced cancer achieve the 
best possible quality of life. 
These talented, dedicated 
professionals are respon-
sible for skin care, wound 
care, assistance with feed-

ing, patient safety, and the 
overall comfort of Calvary 
Hospital patients. Our CCT 
program has become a na-
tional model of appropriate, 
cost-effective, and compe-
tent palliative care, and has 
helped us achieve our repu-
tation as a “National Leader 
in Palliative Care.”

Calvary Hospital is the 
nation’s only fully accred-
ited acute care specialty 
hospital devoted exclusively 
to providing palliative care 
to adult advanced cancer 
patients. A 225-bed facility 
with locations in the Bronx 
and Brooklyn, Calvary is 
the model for the relief of 
cancer pain and symptoms 
for more than a century. 
More than 5,600 patients 
are cared for annually by 
Calvary’s inpatient, outpa-
tient, homecare, hospice, 
nursing home hospice, and 
wound care services. To 
learn more, support the Cal-
vary mission, or sign up for 
the Hospital’s e-newsletter, 
please go to www.calvary-
hospital.org.

(L-r) Frank A. Calamari, President & CEO;  Margaret M. Pelkowski, RN, Vice President, Patient Care Ser-
vices; Carmen Vega, CCT, Honoree; Camelia Brown, RN, Patient Service Manager; and Michael J. Bres-
cia, MD, Executive Medical Director.

Meviar Smith Humanitarian Award winner

Temple Hatikva is spon-
soring a complete Passover 
Seder on Sunday, April 13 at 
5:30 P.M. at the synagogue.

Cantor Kyle Cherry and 
Rabbi Harry Hertzberg will 
be reading its own Temple 
Hatikva Haggadah, where 
everyone will be able to 
participate from the four 
questions to fi nding the 
afi komen.  It’s a traditional 
Seder with some very non-
traditional, but fun addi-

tions.
The truly delicious Ko-

sher Passover meal will con-
sist of soup, salad, chopped 
liver, turkey and all the ac-
companiments, including 
wonderful desserts.  The 
cost for the entire meal will 
be $25 per person – but all 
reservations must be made 
no later than April 7.  

To reserve your place, 
send your name, address, 
telephone number, number 

of reservations and a $25 
payment per person made 
payable to Temple Hatikva.  
Please send all reserva-
tions to:  Temple Hatikva, 
1526 Williamsbridge Road, 
Bronx, New York  10461.

Temple Hatikva is lo-
cated at 2440 Esplanade, 
Bronx, NY.  For more infor-
mation call Temple Hatikva 
at (718) 792-1109 or contact 
us at TempleHatikva@aol.
com.

Seder at Temple Hatikva Apr. 13











 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 M
a

r
c

h
 2

8
-

A
p

r
il

 3
, 2

0
1

4
   

   
6

6



6
7

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    M

a
r

c
h

 2
8

-
A

p
r

il 3
, 2

0
1

4
   

rity breach.
“How something like 

that could happen, I have 
no idea,” he said.

Flores said that the 
school has a lot of secu-
rity and that when he goes 
through the metal detec-
tors the process is very 
thorough.

“How does a piece of 
metal this sharp get in to 
the school?”

A police source raised 
the possibility that the stu-
dent could have eluded the 
metal detectors by stash-
ing the razor in a hiding 
spot outside the school, 
“then going to a door with 
no alarm and retrieving it 

Lehman High School student slashed
From page 1

from outside.”
Flores said he will meet 

with principal to fi nd out 
what happens next, and 
to help develop a plan of 
action to make sure this 
never happens again. The 
incident will also be dis-
cussed at the next Parent 
Association meeting.

“sad distraction”
He also called the in-

cident a “sad distraction” 
from the good work stu-
dents, faculty and parents 
are doing.

Nevertheless, the situ-
ation makes him very un-
comfortable and worried 
for the safety of the stu-
dents. Flores said he tells 
his son to  never let his 

guard down and to con-
stantly pay attention to 
what’s going on around 
him.

“I can’t wait for my son 
to graduate,” Flores said.

Council member Jimmy 
Vacca was also upset by the 
news, and said he would 
also like a further explana-
tion of how security failed.

“I was surprised to hear 
that this could happen with 
metal detectors in place.”

Vacca said he was very 
concerned by the violent 
incident at a school in his 
district.

“It’s our job to protect 
students who are there to 
learn,” he said.

Police normally have 

both unarmed NYPD 
School Safety Division offi -
cers and a uniformed 45th 
Precinct detail stationed 
at the school mornings and 
afternoon dismissal times.

The precinct itself has a 
school detail of six offi cers 
and a sergeant responsible 
for covering Lehman and 
Truman High School at 
Co-op City as part of a total 
number of 30 school build-
ings in the precinct’s cov-
erage area.

Vacca nets traffi c light on ‘death corner’ drag strip
From page 1

has been used as a race-
track, will fi nally get a traf-
fi c light this summer, the 
Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT) confi rmed in a 
letter to local elected offi -
cials on Mar. 11. 

Morris Park ‘raceway’
The city will install the 

stoplight on Neill and Tom-
linson Avenues by the end of 
July, DOT said. That spells 
good news for locals fed up 
with cars whizzing by.

“It’s a total horror over 
there,” said Louise Alzano, 
who has lived steps from the 
corner of Neill and Tomlin-
son for 44 years. “The skies 
have parted. Thank God.”

Nabe activists have 
pressed the city for a light 
for years. But the fi ght 
picked up steam when two 
Bronxites were killed af-
ter being struck by cars at 

Neill and Williamsbridge 
Road, one block east from 
where the traffi c signal is 
coming in.

Corner turns deadly
Albert Marku, 40, was 

struck by a car and killed 
at that corner on Dec. 22, 
2013 while riding his motor-
cycle. A month earlier, on 
Thanksgiving Eve, a driver 
turning left from Neill onto 
Williamsbridge struck 
55-year-old Maria Lucaj 
steps away from her home. 
She died days later at Jacobi 
Hospital.

“We don’t want drivers 
to pick up a head of steam 
as they head into that inter-
section,” said Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca, a long time 
champion of traffi c slow-
downs.  “This is a win-win 
for residents.”

Another local offi cial 
who fi elded complaints 
about the speeding strip, 

State Sen. Jeff Klein, said 
he wished DOT would have 
taken action before all of 
the recent carnage.

“Unfortunately, it took 
a history of complaints and 
the tragic death of Maria 
Lucaj to bring a traffi c light 
to this dangerous intersec-
tion,” said Klein. 

Enforcing a neighbor-
hood issue

Locals had long claimed 
that motorists use Neill 
Avenue as a shortcut. 
The stretch currently has 
no stoplights between 
Bronxdale and Williams-
bridge Avenues, while 
nearby Rheinlander and 
Morris Park Avenues have 
many traffi c signals.

“They speed, they cut peo-
ple off, they race to the red 
light [on Williamsbridge],” 
Joe Reda, a local who has 
chaired Community Board 
11’s public safety committee 

900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx NY 10454

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
$15one year two years$25

15 25 35

for decades, told the Times-
Reporter in January. 

Police at the 49 Precinct 
have ramped up enforce-
ment at the deadly corner, 
doling out over 300 sum-
monses for speeding and 

moving violations since 
last summer. Offi cers have 
added 78 moving infrac-
tions at the corner in 2014, 
said Deputy Inspector Andy 
Johnson.

That number should 

sink with the new traffi c 
light, Johnson said —but 
cops will still be on alert.

“Hopefully the enforce-
ment will go down,” he said.  
“But I’ll still have my per-
sonnel out there.”

(Right) Parents are concerned 
over security at Lehman High 
School after a student razor at-
tack. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

A new traffi c light on Tomlinson and Neill Avenues, should slow down drivers headed into this corner 
at Williamsbridge and Neill Avenues, where 18 traffi c collisions happened in 2013.    
            Photo by Ben Kochman
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Federation tournament roundup: 

“They are everything I could ever want in a student 
athlete, and I’ll never have a senior class like this 
again, ever.” 

COACH STEVE MASIELLO................................................PAGE 70

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
ALBANY— Bronx-native 

Adonis Delarosa sat on the victo-
rious Christ the King bench with 
his head between his legs and 
teammates celebrated around 
him. 

The 6-foot-10 center’s mind was 
else where despite just leading the 
Royals past Long Island Lutheran 
58-52 for their second straight 
state Federation Class AA boys’ 
basketball crown last Saturday 
night at the Times Union Center 
in Albany. Delarosa, while elated 
with the victory took a moment to 
remember that this was his last 
high school game.

“One that that was mind bog-
gling was my season was over,” 
Delarosa said. “Win or lose the 
season was over. Now it’s a new 
stepping stone in life.”

He will make his college deci-
sion on April 18. Delarosa has of-
fers from St. John’s, Fordham, 
South Carolina, Rutgers, Miami 
and Purdue among others. South 
Carolina head coach Frank Mar-
tin, Alabama head man Anthony 
Grant, Rutgers assistant Van Ma-
con and Miami assistant Michael 
Hunger all watched Delarosa 
compete in the Federation tourna-
ment this weekend.  He said he’s 
used his senior season as a dis-
traction from make a choice. 

“Now I really have to sit down 
and think over that school I will 
be attending in the fall,” Delarosa 
said.

The program he picks will be 
getting the city’s best big man 
in the class of 2013. Delarosa 13 
points and six rebounds in Christ 
the King’s 54-51 overtime win over 
Benjamin Cardozo in the semifi -
nal had six points and 23 boards 
in the title game. His two-handed 
follow slam of a Rawle Alkins 
miss pit the Royals up 55-50 with 
1:57 left in the game. 

“I think that dunk probably 
sealed the game,” Delarosa said. 

Kirkland leads Dwight in Class 
B semifi nal loss: Senior guard Pee 
Wee Kirkland, a Bronx native, 
scored 22 points for Dwight in an 
80-52 loss to eventual state cham-
pion Westhill in the boys’ basket-
ball Class B state Federation semi-

fi nals last Saturday. Dwight fell 
behind 25-2 after the fi rst quarter, 
but only outscored by a point the 
res to the way.

“I just tried to start scoring be-
cause I saw the lead going up and 
up and up,” Kirkland said. 

He said his college plans are 
still up in the air and he plans 
on hitting the travel ball circuit 
again to get looked at by more 

coach. Despite not winning a 
Federation title, Kirkland en-
joyed earning Dwight its fi rst NY-
SAISAA crown since consecutive 
titles from 1997-98.

“It’s amazing,” he said.
Notes: Westhill coach Kevin 

King and Regis headman Kevin 
Cullen have both called the Bronx 
home and squared off for a Fed-
eration Class B girls basketball 

crown. Westhill (Section 3) bested 
Regis 56-46 in the fi nal on Sunday 
afternoon.

Bronx native and Drexel com-
mit Tyshawn Miles scored 10 
points and grabbed 12 rebounds 
for Washington Heights Expedi-
tionary Learning School in a 71-65 
loss to Holy Trinity in the Class A 
state Federation boy’s basketball 
semifi nals last Friday 

(Above) Bronx native Adonis Delarosa goes up strong for Christ the King against Long Island Lutheran. 
(Insert) Christ the King center and Bronx native Adonis Delarosa gets emotional on the bench after winning the state Fed-
eration Class AA crown.  Photo by Ken Maldonado

Bronx native Delarosa leads CK to state title, eyes college

I have Florida, Virginia, 
Louisville, and Creighton as my 
Final Four and Florida winning 
the whole thing. But remember, 
my record is terrible.

Roster Feng Shui

Ohm Youngmusic (ESPNNY.
com) wrote about the tasks fac-
ing Phil Jackson. “Jackson will 
have to fi nd a way to apply his 
own brand of feng shui to Mad-
ison Square Garden and the 
disorganized clutter that is the 
Knicks. 

Moving some of the expen-
sive furniture to improve the 
balance and fl ow of the Knicks’ 
energy is now the biggest bas-
ketball challenge of Jackson’s 
career. Convincing Michael 
Jordan to sacrifi ce his ego, 
coaxing Scottie Pippen to get 
over Toni Kukoc and getting 
Kobe and Shaq to coexist and 
play nice is child’s play com-
pared to fi xing the Knicks.                                                                                                                                  
Jackson’s fi rst major decision to 
meditate on is whether to keep 
Carmelo Anthony as the fran-
chise’s centerpiece. Can Jack-
son build championship har-
mony around Anthony? Does 
Anthony have the kind of great-
ness in him that Jackson has 
been so fortunate to have been 
surrounded by throughout his 
charmed basketball life?

Should Jackson decide to 
build around Anthony, then 
Melo should listen to Jack

Final
Four

Continued on Page 71
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The glass slipper 

nearly fi t for Manhattan.
The No. 13-seeded Jas-

pers men’s basketball 
team put a real scare into 
No. 4 Louisville before 
falling 71-64 in the second 
round of the NCAA Tour-
nament last Thursday 
night in Orlando. Man-
hattan led 60-58 after an 
Ashton Pankey hoop with 
less than three minutes 
remaining in the game 
before the defending na-
tional champions halted 
the upset bid.

“This loss defi nitely 
hurt,” senior guard 
George Beamon said. “All 
my guys, I mean, at least 
we lost to a great Louis-
ville team.”  

Luke Hancock, the 
most outstanding player 
in last year’s tournament, 
was the difference in the 
closing minutes. He hit 
consecutive 3-pointers in-
cluding one with 28 sec-
onds to go to push the Car-

dinals’ lead to 68-62 and 
put he game out of reach. 

“I thought we played 
well for about 39, 38 min-
utes, but that’s what hap-
pens when you play great 
teams,” Jaspers coach 
Steve Masiello said. “You 
give them that one oppor-
tunity, they make you pay, 
and that’s why this team 
is a defending national 
champion and top fi ve in 
the country.”

Louisville coach Rick 
Pitino, Masiello’s coach-
ing mentor, spoke highly 
of his former pupil after 
the game. Masiello played 
for Pitino at Kentucky and 
was his assistant at Louis-
ville for six seasons. The 
Cardinals headman said 
he was proud of Masiel-
lo’s game play and said it 
was hard to play against 
each other, a sentiment 
Masiello echoed.

“It’s emotional,” he 
said. “You look down, and 
the guy who kind of made 
you who you are is your 

enemy for 40 minutes.  So 
it’s tough.  You know, it’s 
an honor to be on the other 
sideline, but it’s about the 
kids, it’s not about me.”

Masiello’s players gave 
him everything they had 
in the school’s fi rst NCAA 
tournament game since 
2004. Pankey scored 16 
points and Emmy Andu-
jar added 13 points. Senior 
Michael Alvarado tallied 
10 points and classmate 
Rhamel Brown chipped in 
nine. Russ Smith led Lou-
isville with 18 points and 
Hancock 16 as four Car-
dinals scored in double 
fi gures. Manhattan was 
still never intimidated by 
Louisville.  

“We knew we could 
match the aggressiveness 
and their toughness and 
their strength in the front 
court, and in the back-
court, as well,” Brown 
said. “We made some mis-
takes here and there, but 
that’s in the past.  You live 
and you learn.”

The Jaspers ended the 
season 25-8, the second 
most wins in program 
history after the 1994-95 
squad. Manhattan says 
goodbye to a senior class 
of Alvarado, Beamon and 
Brown, all of which were 
1,000-point scorers. They 

combined for 66 victories 
during their four years 
after winning just six as 
freshman. 

“I couldn’t be prouder 
of these three guys and 
what they’ve done for 
Manhattan basketball 
and what they’ve done for 

the program and where 
they’ve brought it, and 
it’s all because of them,” 
Masiello said of the trio. 
“They are everything I 
could ever want in a stu-
dent athlete, and I’ll never 
have a senior class like 
this again, ever.”    

Jaspers season ends in fi rst NCAA 
tournament game since 2004

Jaspers center Rhamel Brown scored nine points against Louisville in the NCAA Tournament 
 Manhattan College Athletics

BY WINSTON DINKINS
Velocity Track Club 

New York is offi cially on 
break and will resume 
practice on Monday, 
April 7th at Truman High 
School at 6:00pm.  It’s im-
portant that our Student 
Athletes take 1 month off 
from running to allow the 
mind and body to refresh.  
If we ran our children ev-
ery week for 10 years, by 
the time they reach high 
school, they will be tired 
of track & fi eld.  But we 
do other things to keep 
them active, such as bike 
riding, swimming, play-
ing basketball and jump 
rode. On Saturday, March 
22nd, VTC had its bike 
ride around Co-op City.  
This gave me a chance to 
discuss safe riding with 
the children and to see 
which child will be able to 
make the ride to Orchard 
Beach.     

The break will also 
give our Student Ath-

letes some extra time 
to focus more on their 
school work.  Our goal 
is to ensure our student 
athletes attend college 
or university with a full 
scholarship.  They must 
be able to balance school 
work and track & fi eld.  
On Wednesday, April 
19th, Jacqueline Kendall 
and Adrian Swift-Henry 
(6 graders) who attends 
Equality Charter School 
were inducted in the Na-
tional Junior Honor So-
ciety.  Council Member 
Andy King was the guest 
speaker at the induction 
ceremony.  Both Jacque-
line and Adrian quali-
fi ed and competed in the 
USATF In-door National 
Championship.  They are 
able to manage both, track 
& fi eld and education at a 
high level.  Great job!  

Anyone interested in 
joining Velocity Track 
Club New York, we will 
be having orientation on 

Friday, April 11th in the 
Bartow Community Cen-
ter. 2049 Bartow Avenue, 
room 28 at 7:00pm Co-op 
City, Bronx, New York 
10475.  Parent or guardian 

must be present for child 
to try out.  For additional 
information, please visit 
our web site www.veloci-
tytrack.org. or contact 
914-441-6196.

Velocity Track Club New 
York offi cially on break

ouncilman Andy King with two Velocity Track Club members that 
were inducted in the National Junior Honor Society.

Congratulations to the Mount St. Michael Junior High School 
Basketball Team for their 2014 CSBA League Championship. 
The team defeated Villa Maria Academy by the score of 48-29 
on March 10th at St. Raymond’s High School. The squad was 
coached by Ricky Rodriguez and fi nished the year with a 21-0 
record. Go Mount!!

Mount St. Michael
JHS  2014 CSBA 

League Champions!
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son’s plan and stay.                                                                                                 
While Anthony likely 
won’t have Jackson to 
coach him, the Knicks’ su-
perstar should see if Jack-
son’s tutelage can have a 
transformative effect on 
his game. All the proof he 
needs is to look at the pro-
found and lasting impact 
the former Bulls and Lak-
ers coach had on Jordan 
and his good friend Kobe 
Bryant.                             

 We had a statement 
that we must have re-
peated so many times 
to the players,” Jackson 
once said in an interview 
with Oprah Winfrey on 
OWN. “No man is an is-
land. No man goes his 
way alone. What I put into 
the lives of others will 
come back into its own.”                                                                                                
“Those words, sometimes, 
are diffi cult for the boys 
to hear,” Jackson said of 
the “no man is an island” 
statement. “So then I 
would say, ‘Do you under-
stand what I’m saying? No 

man goes his way alone. 
We’re in this together.’” 

While Melo isn’t yet a 
top-50 all-time great like 
MJ or Kobe, he is a top-10 
talent with top-three scor-
ing ability in today’s NBA. 
For all the things Melo 
does well, he still can im-
prove on the two most vi-
tal skills for an elite su-
perstar -- winning in the 
playoffs and making his 
teammates better. 

Those are two of Jack-
son’s strengths. It remains 
to be seen whether An-
thony, who turns 30 at the 
end of May, can still im-
prove and make that great 
leap from elite scorer to 
ultimate winner. 

But Jackson, more 
than anybody else, can 
show Melo how he doesn’t 
have to do everything on 
his own and hopefully 
provide him with the kind 
of supporting cast he des-
perately needs. 

“Carmelo has to be a 
better passer,” Jackson 
told HBO’s Real Sports 

in 2012. “And the ball 
can’t stop every time it 
hits his hands. They need 
to have someone come 
in that can kinda blend 
that group together.”                                                                                
“Anthony says,” Ohm 
Youngmusk (ESPNNN.
com) wrote, “He will opt 
out of his contract and 
become a free agent this 
summer. He can re-sign 
with the Knicks to a max 
deal worth $129 million 
over fi ve years. If he signs 
with another team, he 
can do so for four years 
and $96 million, barring a 
sign-and-trade.                                       

“As far as knowing 
what it takes to win, Phil 
is the best to ever do it,” 
Anthony said. “So for me 
to be able to have the op-
portunity and have him 
by my side, for him to 
teach me, you know, be-
cause I’m still willing to 
learn the game of basket-
ball.                                                                                                                                     

“And I haven’t won any-
thing [and] he’s won a lot. 
I can learn a lot from him 

and his system, things 
that he wants to incorpo-
rate here. I’m hoping and 
praying this all works.                                                                                                                          
“From a basketball stand-
point, he’s a great mind 
to dissect,” Amar’e Stou-
demire said. “And also 
from a spiritual stand-
point, he is known as the 
Zen guy, so that would be 
great to sit down and have 
a great conversation with 
him.”

“Everybody as an or-
ganization, as a city, as 
a whole, our fans in gen-
eral as well, everybody’s 
excited to see that,” An-
thony said. “We are play-
ing good basketball right 
now too, so it’s like a lot of 
things coming into place 
right now.”

How-Evah

Stephen A. Smith (ES-
PNNY.com) gives us a 
warning, “Before New 
York Knicks fans get 
themselves all up in a 
tizzy just because Phil 
Jackson is coming to 
town, they would be wise 

to check the fi ne print, 
scour the particulars and 
triple-check exactly what 
stipulations owner James 
Dolan has insisted upon. 
Because, chances are, 
the Knicks’ billionaire 
chairman didn’t institute 
real change. In fact, I be-
lieve he plans on keeping 
things just the way they 
have been.

Which means Jackson 
will primarily serve as a 
fi gurehead -- a prop -- to 
fend off the media. Which 
means Carmelo Anthony 
will see right through it 
all and leave the team this 
summer. Which means 
that no real marquee free 
agent will want to come to 
Madison Square Garden, 
unless it’s only for the 
money.

Oops, I forgot -- Hello, 
Mr. Phil Jackson. How ya 
doing? Question: Why, ex-
actly, did you take this job?                                                                                                      
To be fair, no aspersions 
should be cast against a 
man with 11 champion-
ship rings and two more as 

a player with the Knicks 
in 1970 and 1973. Show me 
the fool who’d turn down a 
$12 million per-year deal 
to run a franchise, and 
we’ll have learned what a 
new fool looks like.”

Sports Recap

From Greg Cote (Mi-
ami Herald), “Bacardi 
Sailing Week ended. No-
body fi nished the race be-
cause everybody was too 
drunk on rum.” 

“Idaho hockey fans 
are suing a Boise arena 
for selling large beers 
with the same amount as 
small beers. That’s shock-
ing. Who knew there were 
hockey fans in Idaho?”

Dwight Perry 

(Seattle Times) 

Says- “Peavy Does It”

“Red Sox pitcher Jake 
Peavy fi nally made his 
spring-training debut af-
ter he cut a fi nger with a 
fi shing knife.

Coincidence? Scouts 
say he suddenly has a 
much nastier hook and 
sinker.” 

Pipe Dreams: How-Evah; Sports Recap; Dwight Perry (Seattle Times)
From Page 69

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Fordham University will 

have to wait to add the pro-
gram’s fi rst NCAA tourna-
ment victory to its recent re-
vival, but boy was it close. 

The tenth-seeded Ford-
ham women’s basketball fell 
to 64-63 to No. 7 California 
in the opening round of the 
NCAA tournament Saturday 
afternoon in Waco, Texas. It 
ends one of the best seasons 
in program history as the 
Rams fi nished 25-8. They 
won the school’s fi rst Atlan-
tic-10 title and made its fi rst 
appearance in the Big Dance 
in more than 20 years. Ford-
ham won just 12 games three 
years ago.  

“We took a Cal team that 
went to the Final Four [last 
year], that is a nationally 
ranked team and was sec-
ond in the Pac 12, and we 
took them right to the wire,” 
Fordham coach Stephanie 
Gaitley said. “So I think 
that shows a lot about where 
Fordham has come as a pro-
gram.”

Fordham led No. 2-ranked 
Cal 63-62 on a layup by Erin 
Rooney with 22 second re-

maining in the game. The 
Golden Bears (22-9) went 
ahead for good when Brit-
tany Boyd (22 points, 10 re-
bounds and six assists) hit 
the game-winning jumper 
with 14 seconds left. The 
Rams had one more chance 
to go ahead, but Cal forced 
Rooney in a tough shot that 
fell short. 

“It was kind of a clear-
out play, so top screen and 
everyone else was running 
through to the other side for 
an iso,” Rooney said. “On the 
right hand side I pulled up, 
and you’re right, I didn’t get 
a good look at it.”

It was a rare miss on 
a hot-shooting day for the 
Rams. They shot a blister-
ing 51 percent from the fi eld 
and 53.8 percent from three-
point land. Rooney scored 
17 points and grabbed 10 re-
bounds. Emily Tapio had 15 
points and six boards and 
Samantha Clark added 15 
points of her own.    

Fordham led 30-28 at the 
half thanks to a sagging 
defense that made scoring 
tough for the Cal post play-
ers. The Rams were out-

rebounded the taller Golden 
Bears 35-27 and Cal had eight 
more points in the paint. 
Afure Jemerigbe added 13 
points for the Golden Bears, 
who were able to adjust in 
the second half when Boyd 
got hot. 

“They were able to use 
their screens more effec-
tively and drive off their 
post players,” Tapio said. 
“It was tough to switch onto 
their guards and have them 
just dump it inside, and obvi-
ously rebounds were a huge 
factor for us.”

Gaitley wants her to re-
member the whole experi-
ence and use the joy of mak-
ing the tournament and the 
disappointment tough loss 
as motivation for next sea-
son. The Rams loss three 
key players in Rooney, Abi-
gail Corning and Mary Nwa-
chukwu.

“I think when you go 
through games like this, 
and obviously being in the 
NCAA tournament, once you 
get a feel for being here, you 
always want to come back,” 
Gaitley said. “And you want 
to keep that feeling.”

Fordham falls short against Cal

Fordham University’s Erin Rooney scored 17 points in a loss to Cal in the NCAA tourament. 
 Fordham Athletics/Chris Jones
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