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Jobless
rate down
to 11.2 %

BY BEN KOCHMAN
We’re not there yet, but at least 

it’s getting a little better.
The borough boasted its low-

est January unemployment rate 
in the last fi ve years, according to 
the State Department of Labor’s 
latest count.

From Jan. 2010 to Jan. 2014, 
the percent of Bronx country un-
employed has sunk from 13.9% to 
11.2 %. 

That’s still high enough to 
rank the borough as the state’s 
most jobless county. But the De-
partment of Labor says there’s 
reason to be optimistic that more 
jobs are on the way.

“We are by no means satisfi ed 
with the unemployment rate now, 
but we’re excited about the trend,” 
said Elbert Garcia, a DOL spokes-
man.

Slew of resources

Over 10,800 fewer people in the 
borough were unemployed this 
January compared to in January 
2013, according to the state’s sta-
tistics.

The total raw number of 
Bronxites with jobs in January 
is a whopping 495,900—the larg-
est employed job force on record 
since the state started keeping the 
stats in 1990.

Riding the coattails

The myriad retail and devel-
opment projects in the Bronx 
pipeline should only increase the 
amount of jobs up for grabs. 

“I am encouraged by this drop 
in unemployment, and my offi ce 
will continue to put forward an ag-
gressive agenda for development 
and job creation,” said Bronx Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz Jr. “As 
more of the major projects that are 
planned for the borough come to 
fruition, we expect that unemploy-
ment numbers in the Bronx would 

Continued on Page 4

Tooting Horns For St. Pat
Kaylee and Tommy Forte enjoy the revels at the Bronx St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade on E. Tremont Avenue on Sunday, March 16. Both were part of a sea 
of green marchers and spectators along the route. For more photos, see 
pages 29 to 31. 

Photo by W
alter Pofeldt

WARNING
TO BAD

BUILDERS
Architect hired to nab cheating developers

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
East Bronx nabes, fed up with 

the city Department of Buildings 
approving developers’ plans for 
projects that wind up violating lo-
cal zoning regulations, are fi nally 
doing something about it.

After Senator Jeff Klein se-
cured his services, members of 
the Waterbury LaSalle Commu-
nity Association and Council-
man Jimmy Vacca’s offi ce will be 
working with a Bronx architect 
to review select fi lings from Pel-
ham Bay and Schuylerville, and 

possibly also from Throggs Neck 
and around Williamsbridge Road, 
said WLCA board member An-
drew Chirico.

Architect Boaz Golani said 
that he may soon take a tour of 
development sites where the com-
munity has raised objections in 
the past. 

“Over the years, Waterbury 
LaSalle residents have raised 
concerns surrounding overdevel-
opment in our community,” said 
Klein.

Continued on Page 4

Traffi c fi xes for East Bronx

Traffi c mahem at Pehlam Parkway and 
Boston Road on Wednesday March 19. 
 Photo courtesy of Christina Ojar

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Local drivers may soon get 

some relief from traffi c woes at 
two troublesome east Bronx inter-
sections.

The intersections at Pelham 
Parkway and Boston Road, and at 
Allerton Avenue and Bronx Park 
East, are known troublespots for 
residents of Pelham Parkway and 
Allerton.

Councilman Jimmy Vacca has 
led the fi ght to bring changes to 
the intersections, and Police Com-

missioner Bill Bratton has heard 
his plea.

Vacca said that traffi c enforce-
ment agents have been restored 
to Pelham Parkway and Boston 
Road, and that he is working with 
the city Department of Transpor-
tation to improve traffi c signal 
timing at Allerton Avenue and 
Bronx Park East.

In a March 11 letter to Vacca, 
Bratton wrote the agents will reg-
ularly be assigned to the Pehlam 
Parkway intersection until the 

DOT is able to address traffi c con-
trol at the situation, and that the 
police department will follow up 
with DOT about adjusting signals 
at the Allerton Avenue intersec-
tion.

A DOT spokesperson said the 
department has reviewed signal 
timing at both locations and the 
agency continues to review the lo-
cations to further balance pedes-
trian safety and mobility needs.

“It’s good news on both fronts,” 
Continued on Page 15
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VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE TODAY

VIP GRAND 
OPENING!

townhomes
starting at

$249,900

pricing starting 
in the mid
$200’s

1 Maple Fields Dr. Middletown, NY
31 Schutt Rd., Town of Wallkill, NY 10940 

 10am-5pm and By Appointment

Maple-Fields.com  914-461-9208 GroveAtNewWindsor.com  914-461-9205
The complete terms are in the offering plan available from sponsor file #H13-0001.

A YOU CAN SEE!

QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES AVAILABLE!

2604 Hawthorn Way
New Windsor, NY

Sales Hours: 10am-5pm and 
By Appointment

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Islanders have got-

ten a ray of hope over oppo-
sition to an unwanted de-
sign of a new bridge. 

New city Department of 
Transportation Commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg 
recently reached out to City 
Island Civic Association 

second vice-president Bar-
bara Dolensek to say the 
city would look for ways to 
work with local leaders on 
the new bridge design. 

Dolensek said Trot-
tenberg did not make any 
promises, but the call 
seemed to signal a change 
in tone from the Bloomberg 
administration, which is-
landers charge ignored 
their concerns over the 
160-feet tall new bridge  – 
a “cable-stayed” design 
with a soaring tower in the 
shape of a sail.

Many islanders argue 
the modernistic design 
is not in keeping with the 
island’s nautical atmo-
sphere.

Under review

“I was very impressed,” 
Dolensek said of Trotten-
berg’s call. “She said ‘We 
can’t promise anything, 
but our engineers are sit-
ting down with [bridge 
contractor] Tutor Perini 
engineers and that we are 
trying come up with some 
kind of resolution to this.’”    

Meanwhile, the city re-
mains mum on a letter the 

CICA sent to the Depart-
ment of Investigation, al-
leging Tutor Perini has a 
history of underbidding on 
projects and then billing 

for cost overruns.  
Tutor Perini History

The contractor won the 
low bid of $102 million to 
build the new bridge. 

But the CICA letter to 
DOI Acting Commissioner 
Victor Olds noted Tutor 
Perini has a history of com-
ing in with a dramatically 
low bid to win construction 
contracts and then citing 
cost overruns to dramati-
cally raise costs.  

The letter and support-
ing news articles cited a 
number of examples: 

•Suing New York City 
for $170 million for cost 
overruns on sewer projects 
in the 1990s, then settling 
for $22 million 

•San Francisco Interna-
tional Airport 

•Bay Area Rapid Tran-
sit System (BART) in Cali-
fornia

Tutor Perini spokesman 
Jorge Casado said its “ex-
ecutive management” was 
reviewing the documents 
produced by the CICA.

“We are aware of the 
matter, and we decline 
further comment,” said 

DOI spokeswoman Dianne 
Struzzi. 

Klein ‘heartened’

Senator Jeff Klein, who 
aided the CICA in fi ling a 
lawsuit against the new 
bridge, said “I am heart-
ened by the goodwill al-
ready shown by DOT Com-
missioner Trottenberg.”

“In the coming weeks, 
local residents, key stake-
holders and I will welcome 
Commissioner Trotten-
berg to City Island, where 
we can show her fi rsthand 
our concerns with the cur-
rent bridge design.” 

City Councilman Jim-
myVacca said he has al-
ready met several times 
with Trottenberg.

“I pointed out to her 
that the cost was prohibi-
tive, that we could save the 
city signifi cant amounts of 
money,” he said. “If they 
went with a reduced scope 
bridge...we could have a 
win-win,” he said. 

New DOT commish calls; concerns over contractor history

The current City Island Bridge, opened over 100 years ago at the 
start of the 20th century. By Patrick Rocchio

City Island bridge olive branch

If they went 
with a reduced 
scope bridge..

we would have a 
winner.

Jimmy Vacca
Councilman
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Space is limited. A light meal will be served. 
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An Oral Treatment Option 
for Relapsing Forms of 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
An informative event for people

living with MS and their caregivers.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293 
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com. 

Event code: TR237284 (1119948) MS.US.PO1497.0313

March 19, 2014

Event code: TR241663 (1127241)

Jai Perumal, MD
Director at Nyack Hospital MS Center, Weill Cornell MS Center

Monday, March 24, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern

Heartland Brewery and Chophouse
127 West 43rd Street
New York, NY  10036

Event code: TR241511 (1127974) MS.US.PO1497.0313



“Having a licensed ar-
chitect meet with local 
leaders and decode pro-
spective building plans can 
only help inform our com-
munity on the possible im-
pact of new developments 
and help ensure that all 
new projects are following 
building guidelines and 
procedure,” said Klein.

Number of concerns

Golani said that after 
speaking to community 
members, it became clear 
that concerns existed 
about zero-lot-line build-
ing (right on the property 
line), crowding, desires 
for back and side yards on 
new buildings, infrastruc-
ture being overloaded, and 
street parking. 

“I think there is a con-
cern here is that there is 
no provision for infrastruc-

ture for a growing popula-
tion,” he said. “They feel 
that if they are building 
two or three family homes, 
there should be infrastruc-
ture provisions for the new 
population, which I think 
makes sense.” 

Other concerns, like 
creating incentives for con-
struction of single family 
houses or an end to lot line 
building, would require 
changes in the zoning mod-
ifi cations, he said.

Development of single 
family homes, instead of 
multi-family apartment 
buildings, could shore up 
the community’s social and 
economic fabric, indicated 
Chirico. 

Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca has proposed 
changes that might ame-
liorate some of the zero-
lot-line building issues. 

He has a plan to make the 
side space requirements in 
different variations of R-5 
zones to apply to all R-6 and 
R-7 zones. 

However, there may 
still be a ‘loophole’ or other 
rules that allow zero-lot 
line building in certain cir-
cumstances, even in those 
zones. 

DOB slip-ups

Reviewing new DOB fi l-
ings is key, especially after  
several slip-ups in Pelham 
Bay last summer, some dis-
covered by Vacca, where 
projects had been approved 
by DOB without parking re-
quirements being satisfi ed. 

Vacca said that he looks 
at new DOB fi lings online 
for the communities he rep-
resents about three times a 
week, and said that he will 
often fl ag projects that do 
not appear to comply with 

zoning.
He said he has been 

able to get modifi cations to 
building plans that added 
parking spaces to develop-
ments at Buhre Avenue and 

Bruckner Blvd. in 2013. 
“The more people that 

look into this, the merrier,” 
he said.

DOB did not comment as 
of press time. 

To look into public fi l-
ings for projects in your 
area, go to www.nyc.gov/
html/dob/html/bis/bis.
shtml and type in the ad-
dress of the project.

continue to improve.”
But the most important 

factor that explains why 
unemployment rate in the 
Bronx continues to creep 
down, said state labor econ-
omist Jim Brown, is the 
booming health of the city-
wide market.

More than half of the 
Bronx’s workforce com-
mutes to another borough 
to work, Brown said. So it 
should be no surprise that 
the city’s unemployment 
has dipped as well, from 
10.5 % in January 2010 to 
8.1% this January.

Spikes in the tech indus-
try, in construction jobs 
and demand for offi ce space 
are just a few of the reasons 
more jobs are coming to the 
city, and by extension, to 
the Bronx.

“In general, Bronxites 
are benefi ting from the 

strength of the city econ-
omy as a whole,” Brown 
said. “And there’s no sign 
that it will change course.”

Meanwhile, thousands 
more locals are fi nding jobs 
every year through state, 
city and local programs. 

“It gives me piece of 
mind, knowing that I have 
a steady income coming 
in,” said Aaron Smith, a 49-
year-old from Mott Haven 
who was hired this month 
as a residential nurse at a 
substance abuse housing 
site in East Tremont.

Smith used the resources 
at one of the state’s Bronx 
Career Center on E. Ford-
ham Road to get connected 
with his employer. The state 
says it places around 19,000 
Bronxites a year through 
its free centers.

Right now, the center 
is helping staff a new BJ’s 
coming into the former 

Stella D’Oro cookie fac-
tory lot in Kingsbridge, as 
well as staffi ng concession 
workers for the upcoming 
baseball season at Yankee 
Stadium.

Finding the skillset

A roadblock the centers 
often encounter is lack of 
college education, said pro-
gram supervisor Maritere 
Arce. But the centers also 
fund grants to give locals 
specifi c skills for jobs that 
are in demand and that 
only require a high school 
diploma. Among those jobs:

•Bookkeeping, account-
ing, auditing clerks

•Clinical medical and 
nursing assistants

•Community Support 
specialists

•Armed and unarmed 
security guards

The Career Centers are 
not the only resource locals 
can use.

Rosie Rosado, who lives 
off of Moshulu Parkway, 
recently found a position 
at a nearby nursing home 
through the Bronx Library 

Center’s career and educa-
tion information services 
department and career 
coach Robyn Saunders.

“They helped me not be 

nervous in my interview, 
to look them right in the 
eyes,” Rosado said. “Now I 
work just steps away from 
where I live.”
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Crackdown on bad builders

Building right up to a building’s property line - ”zero lot line” building - as in this example on Bruckner 
Blvd. in Pelham Bay, is one of the concerns of the community. Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Jobless numbers creeping down
From Page 1

From Page 1
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Space is limited. A light meal will be served. 
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An Oral Treatment Option 
for Relapsing Forms of 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
An informative event for people

living with MS and their caregivers.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293 
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com. 

Event code: TR237284 (1119948) MS.US.PO1497.0313

March 19, 2014

Event code: TR241663 (1127241)

Marijean Buhse, NP
South Shore Neurologic and Stony Brook University

Monday, April 7, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern
Dinosaur Barbque
700 West 125th Street
New York, NY  10027

Event code: TR242725 (1126172) MS.US.PO1497.0313



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

 M
a

r
c

h
 2

3
, 2

0
1

4
   

  6
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

BY BEN KOCHMAN 
AND PATRICK ROCCHIO
East Bronx neighbors 

and elected offi cials are 
reaching out to help the 
victims of two devastating 
fi res to help getting them 
back on their feet.

Throggs Neck was most 
recently rocked by a Schuy-
ler Terrace blaze on March 
9 that gutted four homes in 
a nabe enclave.

Locals raised nearly 
$1,300 at a March 13 fund-
raising kickoff event 
hosted by Senator Jeff 
Klein at Paddy’s on the Bay 
on Pennyfi eld Avenue. 

Klein’s district offi ce 
will be collecting donations 
through Mar. 29, when 
Bobby Miano —whose two-
story home was among 
those destroyed —will be 
hosting a benefi t concert 
at the Knights of Colum-
bus on Ampere Avenue in 
Country Club.

“Everybody that I know 
and don’t know is going to 
be at this thing,” said Mi-
ano, whose band is among 

those scheduled to per-
form. “I’ve been told the 
place will be at capacity.”

Some of the families 
who suddenly found them-
selves homeless have found 
shelter with friends or rel-
atives, but at least one fam-
ily is still seeking perma-
nent housing. 

Louis Silva said he’s 
living with his girlfriend 
and two-week-old baby in 
a temporary shelter on Fox 
Street.

A spokeswoman for 
Sen. Klein said his offi ce 
is working with the City 
Department of Housing 
Preservation and Develop-
ment to fi nd the family an 
affordable place to live.

“Anything at all would 
be pretty helpful,” Silva 
said. “We’re a low-income 
family just trying to re-
build our life.”

Dean Fire Help  
A fundraiser for some of 

the victims of Feb. 13 fi re at 
1020 Dean Avenue was held 
on Friday, March 14 at the 
American Turners Club in 

Throggs Neck. 
Patti Chucka organized 

the event to benefi t a fam-
ily in one of the destroyed 
units, including Diane 
Gennity and her daughter 

Lorraine Rosen. 
“This is a great commu-

nity and they always seem 
to be there,” said Chucka. 
“The whole family was 
overwhelmed by the com-

munity’s outpouring of 
support. They were very 
grateful and had a great 
time.”

Most of the family had 
to be rescued from a third 

fl oor balcony by fi refi ght-
ers from Ladder 47, said 
Rosen. 

“It was surreal, like 
a Hollywood movie,” she 
said. “I would not wish it 
on my worst enemy.”

Her brother James was 
injured as he ran out of the 
house through the fl ames, 
while she, her mother and 
two children they were 
baby-sitting were rescued 
one by one from the bal-
cony.  

Gennity thanked Lo-
retta’s Pizza at 3276 Lay-
ton Ave. for accepting do-
nations, The Legacy Bar 
at 53 Westchester Square 
for hosting a earlier fund-
raiser, as well as local 
churches St. Benedict’s 
and St. Frances de Chan-
tal, which both pitched in 
to help. 

“When my fi re hap-
pened, my daughter was 
crying, and I said we are 
alive, and we will begin 
again,” she said. “The re-
sponses by the neighbor-
hood have been terrifi c.”

Community rallies for fi re victims

Benefi ciaries and attendees of the Dean Avenue fi re fundraiser at the American Turners Club enjoy the 
evening on Friday, March 14. Sharing a moment are (l-r) Arnold Carrion, Diane Vallejo, Lorraine Rosen, 
Christopher Gennity, Maria Calderone with Jayson Gennity, James Gennity Jr., Jennessa Gennity, Jo-
lieanna Gennity, and James Gennity. Photo by Ken Carozza
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

These special words are reserved for those 
individuals who have devoted their own life 
to improve the lives of others. This year the 
Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth 

profi les, salutes 25 Infl uential Bronx Women. 
Each woman’s unique accomplishments will 
be highlighted in a keepsake publication on 

April 11, 2014.

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2014!

Elba Cabrera
Board of Directors, Hostos Community College

Melissa Munoz Patterson
General Counsel,

Regional Aid for Interim Needs, Inc.

Sister Lesley Block, O.P.
Residence Manager, Thorpe Family Residence

Jessica Clemente
President/CEO, We Stay/Nos Quedamos, Inc.

Brigitte Lozada
Recreation Specialist, NYC Parks 

Aviva Davidson
Artistic Director, Dancing in the Streets

Michelle Dolgow Cristofaro
Chief-of-Staff, Bronx Chamber of Commerce

Shannon Lee Gilstad
Community Engagement Coordinator,

BronxCentric!: Bronx Movers and Shakers

Sister Mary Rita Miguel, S.de M.
Sisters, Servants of Mary - Ministers to the Sick

Denise Matranga
Director,

Our Lady of the Assumption Parenting Center

Claudia V. Mera
Police Offi cer, 40th Precinct

Community Affairs Unit

Sabrina Kizzie
Real Estate Educator, Author

Melissa Barber
Medical Doctor, Interreligious Foundation

for Community Organization

Flora Montes
Council Advisory Board Member

Bronx Museum of the Arts

Marianne O’Hea Anderson
Pelham Bay Park Administrator,

NYC Department of Parks and Recreation

Lilyanna Pekic
Keppler Title 

Gail Nathan
Executive Director,

Bronx River Art Center

Doris Quinones
Director of Development & Community Relations, 

Bronx House

Carla Precht
Founding Executive Director,

Bronx Children’s Museum

Véronica Torres
Consultant, New Yankee Stadium
Communnity Benefi ts Fund, Inc.

Holly Block
Executive Director,

Bronx Museum of the Arts

Andrea Verdesche
Owner, Andrea’s Dance Studios

Roseann Carotenuto
Bronx Superintendent of Schools,

Archdiocese of New York

Arlene Mukoko
Television Journalist, BronxNet Television

Cecilia DeBrino Haas
Assistant Director of Facilities Planning,

Einstein College of Medicine
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The weather was brisk and sunny as crowds packed the sidewalks along E. 

Tremont Avenue for  for the 16th Annual Bronx St. Patrick’s Day Parade on 

Sunday, April 16. The parade stepped off a noon at E. Tremont and Lafayette 

avenues, winding its way down to the reviewing stand at Harding Avenue. 

About 50 community groups, school, and church organizations marched, 

along with 19 marching bands. Grand Marshals were Denis and Noreen 

Donoghue, chosen for their volunteer work at Calvary Hospital. Honored 

Clergy was Mother Alice Mary McGowan of Jeanne Jugan Residence. In ad-

dition, 21 Honorary Grand Marshals were honored posthumously for their 

contributions to their community.         - PHOTOS BY BOB KAPPSTATTER AND WALTER POFELDT
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

outside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BIGGEST
SAVINGS

OF THE SEASON

$20EYE 
EXAM

With purchase of eyeglasses
Restrictions apply.

Eyeglasses with purchase of  
1 year supply of contact lenses

$ 99*

50%
 OFF*

$100 OFF*

and FREE 2nd Pair

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses

Frame and Lens Packages
Starting at

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Allerton is defi nitely on 

the city map —but now the 
fate of Bronxdale is up for 
debate.

As an east Bronx Com-
munity Board hashes out 
the fi nal details of its quest 
to defi ne itself with the 
city Department of Plan-
ning, both sides are grap-
pling over whether the 
outdated but historic name 
‘Bronxdale’ should stay.

“It’s supposed to be 
a topical map, so I don’t 
see why we need the his-
toric name,” said Jeremy 
Warneke, the district man-
ager at Community Board 
11, which includes Morris 
Park, Van Nest, Pelham 
Parkway, Pelham Gardens, 
and —well there’s the rub.

Historical headache

The board has cam-
paigned with the city to 
change its nabe maps since 

January, when Warneke 
noticed that City Plan-
ning’s names for his dis-
trict were far off what 
anyone who actually lived 
there called their stomping 
grounds.

Planning’s maps listed 
a ‘Laconia’ just south of E. 
Gun Hill Road, along with 
a ‘Bronxdale’ above Pel-
ham Parkway and just east 
of Bronx Park East.

After a push from local 
elected offi cials, City Plan-
ning agreed to change its 
maps with input from the 
community board.

During the ensuing 
back and forth exchange, 
the process has essentially 
replaced ‘Bronxdale’ with 
‘Allerton,’ a new neighbor-
hood that revolves around 
the Allerton Avenue com-
mercial strip.

But City Planning does 
not want to get rid of the 

name ‘Bronxdale’ entirely.  
The name refers to a cotton 
farming village built in the 
1880s on the east bank of 
the Bronx River at Boston 
Road, according to docu-
ments provided by the East 
Bronx History Forum.

Today the former home 
of Bronxdale is a parking 
lot for the Bronx Zoo. And 
one would be hard-pressed 
to fi nd any one who still 
uses the name.

“You tell people you’re 
from Bronxdale and they 
have no idea where you are 
from,”Joe Thompson, the 
49th Precinct Community 
Council president, told the 
Times-Reporter in Janu-
ary.

But City Planning 
wants to keep the name on 
the map and move it to its 
proper historic location, 
south of Pelham Parkway.

“After doing some re-

search we found that there 
is some historical signifi -
cance to the neighborhood 
of Bronxdale and we repo-
sitioned it on the map to ac-
curately refl ect its original 
location,” Marlon Ander-
son, an associate city plan-
ner, emailed Warneke.

In City Planning’s most 
recent map draft, obtained 
by the Times-Reporter, 
the two parties seem to be 
nearing a compromise. 
Bronxdale has been shifted 
below Pelham Parkway 
and is drawn in a smaller 
font.

Warneke says he’d like 
to see at least some sort 
of historical asterik next 
to the name, if Bronxdale 
must stay on.

The full community 
board is scheduled to vote 
on the new nabe map at an 
upcoming meeting. 

New York City Planning’s neighborhood map.

Bronxdale now in 
planning name game
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of  COMMERCE

Honoring

FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 2014
VILLA BARONE MANOR

737 Throgs Neck Expressway, Bronx, NY
     11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Keynote Speaker:

Janice Reals Ellig 
Author and Co-CEO of Chadick Ellig 

Mistress of Ceremonies

Juliet Papa 
1010 WINSA h d C CA EO f Ch d k Ell

K S k Mi f C i

H oororororiiinininingggggggonnn

K S k Mi f C i

Deborah A. Tymon
Senior Vice President, Marketing 

New York Yankees

Dr. Carole M. Berotte Joseph
President, Bronx 

Community College - CUNY

Br
on

x 
D

i
es

igi
n 

G
r

GG
ou

p

A 10101010 WWW WINININWWWWW SSSAuthor annndd d CoCoCo-C-C-CCAA EOEOEOEOEO o o off f ChChChadadicicckk EElllligigggg 101010101111

$55 - CHAMBER MEMBERS      $60 - NON MEMBERS
To RSVP email us at: alexandra@bronxchamber.org or call 718-828-3900

Congratulations

We love you,

Giusseppe Cesar Brown, Class of 2014

4 YEARS ON THE DEANS LIST! 

WOW!
CONGRATULATIONS

Julie Spencer
Class of 2014 - Champion College

 
We’re so proud of you wherever you’re headed!

Our blessings are with you!
 Godmother Annie, Pop-Pops
and the Minerva Avenue gang!

BY BEN KOCHMAN
For decades, one dead-end 

street in Westchester Square 
was off the grid, pocked with 
cracks and ignored by city 
agencies. 

Marvin Place, which juts 
off St. Raymond Avenue be-
tween St. Peter’s Avenue and 
Overing Street, was never 
put on the city’s map. City 
agencies shed responsibilt-
ity from answering the cries 
of locals griping about trash 
pileups and a rash of pot-
holes.

But after a local push, 
Marvin Place is now offi -
cially on the map — and will 
soon be looking sharp.

The Department of 
Transportation sent a crew 
to repave the once-off-limits 
street Monday, Mar. 17. Soon 
it will be like any other street 
within the city grid: subject 
to Department of Sanitation 
cleaning schedules, outfi tted 
with storm-catching basins 
and freshly painted signage.

Tough to clean

“This is a major win for 
us, and is long overdue for 
this community,” said Lou 
Rocco of the Westchester 
Square Civic Association, 
which was formed in 2012 to 
tackle these sorts of neigh-
borhood issues.

Rocco’s group organizes 
nabe cleanups, but Marvin 
Place’s chewed-up gravel 
was always impossible to 
beautify, he said.

“It wasn’t even worth it,” 
he said. “All kinds of trash 
would get caught in the holes. 
It was a mess.”

Long time issue

Marvin Place’s residents 
had raised concerns about 
their strange street since 
long before Rocco formed his 
group.

““We’ve been waiting for-
ever to see something done. I 
hope our wait is almost over, 
”local resident Helen Samu-
els told the Times-Reporter 
back in 2008, when locals 
brought the issue to the at-
tention of Community Board 

10.
Sen. Jeff Klein, whose dis-

trict offi ce fi elded complaints 
about potholes on the street, 
called Marvin Place in the 
Times-Reporter’s 2008 story 

“one of the stranger cases 
we’ve had.”

But years later, in 2012, 
no progress had been made.

Rocco, a nabe activist 
who has lived in the area 

for 35 years, pressed the is-
sue back into the limelight 
by starting a petition drive.  
He knocked on doors, collect-
ing signatures of every hom-
eowner on the street.

“They fi nally sent us the 
petition, and we were con-
vinced that it was what locals 
wanted,” said Ken Kearns, 
CB 10’s district manager.

Kudos to bureaucracy

The bumpy street then 
breezed through the vari-
ous channels of city bureau-
cracy. The board approved 
adding Marvin Place to the 
city map and sent the plan 
along to the Borough Presi-
dent’s offi ce, which then sent 
it to the Law Department of 
the City of New York for fi nal 
approval.

“I think it actually worked 
pretty quickly, and the agen-
cies responded well,” said 
Kearns.

Rocco is pleased as well, 
and expects to take his an-
nual cleanups to the newly 
paved street.  But the relent-
less nabe activist could not 
resist registering a new com-
plaint.

“DOT did a great job,” he 
said. “But now Marvin Place 
needs some streetlights.”

Residents raving over paving

Lou Rocco (right) and Greg Joseph of the Westchester Square Civic Association will fi nally be able to 
clean the newly repaved Marvin Place, now that the city has recognized it. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The beds are back.
A used mattress com-

pany being investigated by 
the state and shut down by 
the city is back up and run-
ning —for now — out of a 
warehouse at the edge of a 
quiet residential dead-end 
street in Van Nest.

The city Department of 
Consumer Affairs (DCA) 
issued a license in Janu-
ary to Shesare Monclus to 
sell used mattresses —just 
two months after the city 
agency shut down SM Bed-
ding, a company which 
Monclus according to city 
records owns, for ignoring 
a court order to stop pro-
duction.

Two dueling probes

Neighbors have long 
claimed that the company 
picks up rancid mattresses 
from around the borough 
and sells the beds without 
properly cleaning them.

“They’re washing them 
right in a dirty lot. It’s fi lthy 

there,” a neighbor on the 
street who asked not to be 
named told the Times-Re-
porter in June 2013, adding 
that the beds are exposed to 
the air without any plastic 
covers.

DCA investigators shut 
down SM Bedding at 1609 
Van Buren Avenue in No-
vember 2013 after a raid 
found that the company 
was still selling used mat-
tresses after facing thou-
sands of dollars of fi nes for 
operating without a second-
hand dealer license.

When asked whether 
Monclus had paid off those 
fi nes in order to be given a 
license two months later, a 
Department spokesperson 
said the agency was look-
ing into it.

The bedding company is 
also being investigated in a 
separate probe by the State 
Department of State, which 
issued SM Bedding a li-
cense in 2002.  State records 
say SM Bedding’s bedding 

license expired in 2006, but 
the company had been fl y-
ing under the radar for six 
years, until a report in the 

Times-Reporter prompted 
the Dept. of State to take 
another look.

That agency issued an-

other company with Mon-
clus listed as its owner and 
1609 Van Buren Avenue 
listed as its address, RPM 
Bedding Shesare Monclu, 
a bedding license a month 
after starting its probe, on 
July 26, 2013, according to 
state records.

Unanswered Q’s

There is a market for 
used mattresses, but com-
panies must wash their 
products with a state-ap-
proved chemical before sell-
ing them, said Laz Benitez, 
a spokesman for the Dept. 
of State.

Benitez could not com-
ment on the status of the 
current investigation.

Neighbors long bugged 
out about the company’s 
legality are demanding 
answers for why the com-
pany has been allowed to 
reopen.

“This kind of thing can 
make or break a neighbor-
hood,” said Bernadette Fer-
rera, vice president of the 

Van Nest Neighborhood Al-
liance. “We need to know 
what’s going on.”

For now, the folks be-
hind the company won’t be 
providing the Times-Re-
porter with any insight.

There was no number 
listed for either Shesare 
Monclus Inc., SM Bedding 
Inc. or RPM Shesare Mon-
clu Inc.

Reporter chased away

A reporter from the 
Bronx Times who dropped 
by the Van Buren Avenue 
warehouse to ask for com-
ment was chased out of the 
garage before he could ask 
any questions.

Inside the warehouse, 
hundreds of mattresses 
were stacked fl oor to ceil-
ing. Outside the ware-
house, in the fenced garage, 
a white truck idled, fi lled 
with even more mattresses.

The name  “Chesare 
Monclus” —with a C, not 
an S —was etched onto the 
mailbox outside the garage. 

Used mattress shop reopens

What is going on with this used mattress warehouse in Van Nest? 
Neighbors and state investigators want to know. 
 Photo by Ben Kochman
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

BROKEN DREAM
With that DREAM Act going 

down in fl ames by two votes in the 
state Senate, Jeff Klein still walks 
away looking good for at least try-
ing, according to one Bronx fren-
emy, while two other less enam-
ored Bronx pols bashed him.

Senate colleague and some-
time critic Senator Ruben Diaz 
Sr. noted in his latest blog that 
realists knew the act to provide 
state college tuition aid to chil-
dren of undocumented immi-
grants wouldn’t pass Republican 
muster, but Klein,  the Senate co-
leader with the Republicans, actu-
ally managed to bring it to the fl oor 
for a vote, with all fi ve members of  
his breakaway Independent Dem-
ocratic Conference voting for it.

If he hadn’t, wrote The Rev, 
Klein would have opened himself 
and his IDC  up for mud slinging 
from the “true majority” regular 
Democratic Conference.

“But surprise, surprise,” noted 
the Soundview senator, “it all 
back f ired and instead, Sena-
tor Jeff Klein and the IDC are to-
day stronger than ever.  In fact, 

they have made a hero out of Jeff 
Klein.”

B u t  w e s t  B r o n x  S e n a t o r 
Gustavo Rivera, the Dem Confer-
ence’s Klein attack dog, said the 
failed passage “once again dem-
onstrates how the Independent 
Democratic Conference is not able 
to deliver bi-partisan support for 
progressive legislation.”

And potential Klein challenger, 
former Attorney General and re-
cently term-limited City Council-
man Oliver Koppell, got his licks 
in, charging Klein “orchestrated 
a tragic performance ... Arrang-
ing to put the DREAM Act on the 
fl oor with no advanced notice at a 
time when a potential Republican 
supporter was absent assured the 
bill’s defeat.” 

Ollie said in an interview with 
the New York Observer’s Politicker 
column that he’s waiting to see 
how the fi nal state budget shapes 
up before deciding to take on Jeff 
and his million dollar warchest.

CLOUT
Soundview Councilwoman An-

nabel Palma may not be chair-
ing any committees this term (her 

request to new Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito if she couldn’t keep 
her Welfare Committee chair), but 
Anabel still retains some clout as 
head of the Bronx delegation. She 
was recently reelected to the post, 
where she reps the Bronx in city 
budget negotiations and advocat-
ing for funding for fund-worthy 
borough groups.

DIM BULBS
Health and Hospitals Corp. 

dramatically announcing (drum 
roll please) that North Central 
Bronx Hospital’s labor and mater-
inity unit - whose sudden closure 
and move to Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter last August turned out to be a 
disaster - will be reopened “some-
time later this summer.” Which is 
what it has been saying all along, 
while pols, nurses and commu-
nity groups are demanding it open 
by April.

How come it was so easy to 
close so fast, instead of simply 
dealing with the short staffing, 
and is taking so long to reopen. 
Perspiring minds wanna know....

 BOWING OUT
Looks like former Morrisa-

nia state Assemblyman Michael 
Benjamin couldn’t get any satis-
traction trying for a re-run in his 
old 79th A.D. to fi ll the seat held by 
federally indicted Eric Stevenson. 
Benjamin bowed out March 14 on 
his corruptioncrusher.com/blog, 
noting “I’m a ‘recovering politi-
cian’ and I won’t commit the sin 
of political hubris. I served. I now 
serve in a different way.”
ST. PADDY’S PARADE

Sure an’ t’was a grand day for 
the Irish at the Bronx St. Patrick’s 
Parade, t’was, t’was.

Scenes:
• Flagged: Bronx gay rights 

activist and Democratic Party vice 
chairman Lew Goldstein march-
ing with the rainbow fl ag, to the 
consternation of not a few pols 
trying to keep their distance on 
the parade route – NOT THAT 
T H E R E ’S A N Y T H I N G W RO N G 
WITH THAT.... 

•Road apples: Note to new 
Sani t Commissioner Kathryn 
Garcia : You might want to ask 
your people at Sanit District 10 
why a crew of Sanit workers were 
lamppost leaning in full view of 

some “gif ts” from the NYPD’s 
Mounted Unit at Sunday’s Throggs 
Neck St. Paddy’s parade, forc-
ing marchers to step around them 
until some good citizens grabbed 
some paper towels and plastic 
bags to clear the parade route for 
marchers.

On the job: New boro com-
mander, Assistant Chief Law-
rence Nikunen overseeing the 
parade, with a host of elected and 
community leaders walking over 
to introduce themselves and wel-
come him to the Bronx.

•Munchies : I t wouldn’t be 
a parade without Senator Jeff 
Klein’s shamrock cookies being 
given away. At the annual Colum-
bus Day Parade in Morris Park, 
Jeff passes out mini-canolis.

RETIRING
S t e v e n  R e e d ,  l o n g t i m e 

spokesman for Bronx District At-
torney Rob Johnson and former 
CBS radio reporter, kicking it in for 
“travel, classes and playing with 
the grandkids.” Interviews for the 
$130G job now underway.

OUT OF THE GATE
N e w b i e  C i t y  C o u n c i lm a n 

Ritchie Torres boasting in his 
March 13 newslet ter his new 
15th Council District office at 
573 East Fordham Road “has 
been able to resolve over a hun-
dred cases from constituents in 
the areas of housing, social ser-
vices, quality of life and pub-
lic safety.” 

Got a problem in the dis-
trict? Call Torres’ offi ce at 718-
842-8100.

CONDOLENCES
To former Boro Hall press 

staffer Lizbeth Perez on the loss 
of her husband, Andreas Pana-
gopouolos, 43, who was work-
ing at home when their E. Har-
lem building collapsed Wednes-
day, March 12.

Besides losing her husband, 
all the contents of their apart-
ment were destroyed. Friends 
have posted a website for anyone 
wishing to donate money. Go to: 
https://www.giveforward.com/
fundraiser/6864

BRONX LINES
“What a wonderful place The 

Bronx has become.” Robert De-
Niro in Awakenings (1990)

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 
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and Save 

Money

said Vacca.
Edith Blitzer, head of the 

Pelham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Association has a defi -
nite opinion on the traffi c 
situation.

“It stinks,” said Blitzer. 
“It really does.”

She was happy to hear 
about the addition of traffi c 
agents at Pelham Parkway 
and Boston Road, which she 
thinks will make the inter-
section safer.

Gene De Francis, direc-
tor of the Allerton Inter-
national Merchants Asso-
ciation, said he avoids the 
Allerton Avenue intersec-
tion “like the plague.”

Addressing the traffi c 
situation, he said, is long 
overdue.

“I’m glad DOT is taking 
notice.”

But DeFrancis said he’d 
prefer to see traffi c enforce-
ment agents assigned to Al-
lerton Avenue and Bronx 
Park East as well because 
humans can respond to a 
changing traffi c situation 
in a way machines can’t.

He also feels that people 
are more likely to drive cau-
tiously with the eyes of the 
agents on them.

But it seems like the 
promise of traffi c enforce-
ment agents has not com-
pletely fi xed the problem at 
Pelham Parkway and Bos-
ton Road yet.

One fed-up resident com-
plained in an email to Com-
munity Board 11 District 
Manager Jeremy Werneke 
about the traffi c back-up, 
saying traffi c on Pelham 
Parkway was at a stand-
still all the way back to 

Williamsbridge Road and 
it took her two hours to 
drive her son to school the 
morning of Wednesday 
March 19. She said there 
was a traffi c enforcement 
agent at the intersection, 
but that drivers were ig-
noring their directions.

Another resident posted 
photos of traffi c at the in-
tersection to Board 11’s Fa-
cebook group, saying she 
began noticing traffi c as 
early as 6:45 a.m.

A second commented 
that the traffi c was worse 
than usual, but said she 
didn’t see any enforcement 
agents at the intersection 
when she drove through 
it.

It was unclear whether 
the traffi c Wednesday 
morning was caused by ac-
cidents in the area.

Traffi c fi xes for East Bronx
From Page 1

TO ADVERTISE
CALL 718-742-3386
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
for some of the 
best years of their life.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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