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Traffi c crackdown in Hunts Point
Continued on page 4

Continued on page 4 Continued on page 11

BY BEN KOCHMAN
One car-clogged South Bronx 

neighborhood is putting the new 
Mayor’s traffi c safety mandate 
into the next gear.

Hunt’s Point’s Community 
Board 2 and the 41 Precinct have 
launched a “Traffi c Task Force” 
to help tackle the car crashes and 
pedestrian safety issues that have 
marred the nabe for decades.

Offi cers are doling out traffi c 
summonses for speeding and fail-
ure to yield to pedestrians at un-
precedented levels, offi cials said.

Meanwhile, Board 2 is launch-

ing an educational poster contest 
at local schools, with plans to 
hang the winning art at traffi c 
trouble spots.

The Task Force is also working 
with the Department of Transpor-
tation to brainstorm engineering 
changes at the neighborhood ‘s 
collision hubs.

Mayor Bill mandate

“We don’t only work here, we 
live here, and we know what the 
problems are through years of ex-
perience,” said Rafael Salamanca 
Jr, a longtime local who is now 
CB2’s district manager. “This is 

something we need to address 
right now.”

Traffi c safety is also some-
thing that Mayor deBlasio and 
new Police Commissioner Bill 
Bratton have prioritized since 
taking offi ce in January. The 
new administration has em-
braced so-called “Vision Zero,” 
the idea of ridding the city of all 
traffi c deaths, and promised to 
do so by 2024.

Big time enforcement

Local leaders in Hunt’s Point 
are taking an approach that starts 

Community Board 2 Rafael Salamanca 
Jr. has had it with wild traffi c at inter-
sections under the Bruckner Express-
way. Photo by Ben Kochman

Double
parking

crackdown

Messier Scores In The Bronx

EYES FOR
HOUSING
PROJECTS

Additional security cameras approved

Photo by W
alter Pofeldt

Hockey legend Mark Messier and Bronx Chamber of Commerce President 
and CEO Lenny Caro show off an autographed New York Rangers jersey 
that was auctioned off for charity at the Chamber’s gala on Wednesday, 
Feb. 26. Chamber Chairman Joe Kelleher mans the microphone in the 
background. For photos and story see page 6.

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
You’re being warned.
Double park in the Bronx at 

your own risk.
Cops responding to Mayor 

de Blasio’s Vision Zero traffi c 
safety plan to reduce pedes-
trian deaths have launched an 
educational outreach campaign 
along a busy South Bronx com-
mercial shopping strip, with 
others potentially on the list.

Tagged Operation Move-
Along, cops in selected pre-
cincts around the city began 
targeting double-parked driv-
ers on several commercial 
strips around the city on Mon-
day, March 3 to educate them.

In the Bronx, 138th Street 
from Third Avenue to Jackson 
Avenue in the South Bronx is 
the fi rst targeted area in the 
borough.

The educational campaign 
may then shift to two other 
pedestrian accident-prone 
stretches in the borough: South-
ern Blvd. from Westchester Av-
enue to Hunts Point Avenue, 
and White Plains Road from 
Pelham Parkway to Allerton 
Avenue, said a source.

But once the education cam-
paign is over, cops will be gettng 
serious with summonses.

Since the start of the year, 
cops in the 40th Precinct have 
issued 110 summonses to mo-
torists for failing to yield to pe-
destrians. Boroghwide, they’ve 
issued 521 summons, according 
to the NYPD. 

Cops from the 40th Precinct 
working the 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
4 p.m. to midnight shifts will 
initially be giving less blatant 
double parkers a break, slap-
ping educational brochures 
rather than summonses under 
windshield wipers.

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
These cameras could wipe the 

smile off bad guys’ faces.
There’ll soon be several hun-

dred security cameras installed 
to help improve safety at these two 
east Bronx city housing projectss

After two years of waiting 
since the original city funding 
was approved, some 2,531 resi-
dents at the Pelham Parkway 
Houses will shortly be seeing 375 
security camera installed there.

Residents at the Throggs Neck 
Houses will see similar security 
cameras installed, thanks to al-

most $5 million in city funding 
obtained by City Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca.

Vacca, offi cials from the NYC 
Housing Authority and others 
inked the fi nal paperwork on Fri-
day, Feb. 28 to begin installation 
work after the two-year red tape 
funding wait.

With a large populaton of senior 
citizens living in its 23 six-story 
buildings, the move for security 
cameras at the Pelham Parkway 
Houses, off Williamsbridge Road 
and Astor Avenue,was sparked  
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A scheme to steal peo-

ple’s hard earned cash 
through Green Dot Mon-
eyPak cards, and wiring 
money, is raising suspi-
cions.

Now the Police Depart-
ment in the east Bronx is 
getting proactive and rais-
ing awareness after what 
police sources said are 
string of con-artist scams 
involving the pre-paid 
cards.

Suspects pretending to 
be bill collectors are calling 
people on the phone and ask-
ing them to buy Green Dot 
MoneyPak cards, or wire 
money, for bogus debts. 

Changing stories

The con artists’ stories 
are always changing, said a 
police source, but the most 
common is a person posing 
as a bill collector for a util-
ity company or the Internal 
Revenue Service.

They tell the victims 
that they need to send 
money immediately and 
that they should go to phar-
macies that sell Green Dot 
MoneyPak Cards, which 
can be used like debit or gift 
cards and need to be loaded 
with money. They can only 
be purchased with cash. 

They give a call back 
number, or sometimes 
even stay on the phone 
with the person as they go 
to the store and purchase 
the card. Once the money 

is placed on the card, the 
scammers ask for a 14-digit 
pin number on the back of 
the card, and gain access 
through the money elec-
tronically. 

Warning signs

There are some tell-tale 
warning signs, said 49th 
Precinct crime prevention 
offi cer Tyrone Mederos. 

“No private entity or 
government offi ce is going 
to call you over the phone 
and demand immediate 
payment for any reason us-
ing a specifi c medium (way 
of paying),” said Mederos. 
“The IRS is not going to call 
you saying that they want a 
gift card from you now. The 
same goes for wire trans-

fers.” 
The police are asking 

anyone who receives such 
a phone call to get the 
number of the person mak-
ing the request, and any 
other information they can 
gather, and phone the local 
precinct. 

Offi cer Mederos said 
that as he walked through-
out the precinct area to 
tape up fl yers warning of 
the scam, he heard reports 
from even more people who 
had been victimized.

Variations on the con 
are people calling claim-
ing to represent district 
attorneys, U.S. Marshals, 
and police in far off juris-
dictions where a relative is 
supposed to have been in a 
car accident. Another vari-
ation, he said, is that the 
victims had watched inter-
net porn without paying, 
and needed send money or 
be arrested.

A pattern 

“We are seeing mostly 
elderly victims,” a police 
source said.

Since anyone with the 
14-digit pin on the back of 
the money card can drain 
the card of funds, theft is 
easy for the perpetrators. 
They never have to show 
up to collect the money. 

It is then channeled 
through various accounts 
to hide the source, said 
Mederos.

Wiring money through 
MoneyGram or Western 
Union is also a variation 
on the same scam, police 
said.  

Bogus bill collectors use Green Dot cards, wire transfers

Joseph Donahue, a victim, speaks with Assemblyman Benedetto at 
a 45th Precinct press conference on the Green Dot scam.   
                          Photo by Silvio Pacifi co 

45th Preclnct Capt. James McGeown speaks during Feb. 22 press 
conference on the Green Dot scam, fl anked by Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto and Councilman Jimmy Vacca. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co 

Police warn of phone scamGARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

Sales Office Open Daily 11am-5pm & By Appointment Only
1810 Hawthorn Way, New Windsor, NY 12553

GroveAtNewWindsor.com

Join us for our Open House 
THIS WEEKEND!

ONLY HOMES REMAIN!

Hurry!

Don’t miss this opportunity to live at   
The Grove at New Windsor, featuring:
•  2 and 3 bedroom townhomes        
•  Quick move-in homes available
•   Community Fitness Center, Pool,  

Tennis Court and Game Room
•  Washingtonville Central School District
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Space is limited. A light meal will be served. 
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An Oral Treatment Option 
for Relapsing Forms of 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
An informative event for people

living with MS and their caregivers.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293 
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com. 

Event code: TR237284 (1119948) MS.US.PO1497.0313

March 19, 2014

Event code: TR241663 (1127241)



The crackdown on 
138th Street is scheduled 
to run through Sunday, 
March 16, with cops then 
returning to full-on sum-
mons activity against 
double parkers.

“It’s all about promot-
ing pedestrian safety and 
focusing on areas prone 
to pedestrian accidents,” 
said the source.

Bronx Councilwoman 
Vanessa Gibson, new 
chair of the council’s pub-
lic safety committee, on 
a recent trip to Albany 
asked state lawmakers 
to empower Mayor Bill 
de Blasio on some of his 
proposed traffi c safety is-
sues.

“I am making it very 
clear to state lawmak-
ers that New York City 

urgently needs sweeping 
authority to make our lo-
cal streets and roadways 
safer for pedestrians of 
all ages,” said the west 
Bronx legislator.

She also called for the 
MTA to “be at the table” 
with de Blasio’s Vision 
Zero Plan, since it runs 
the largest fl eet of buses 
in the state and need to be 
“part of the solution.”
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More security cameras for housing projects

NYPD crackdown on double parking
From page 1

by the murder of an 88-
year-old grandmother 
two years ago.

Vacca previously 
secured funding for se-
curity cameras now in 
place at two senior citi-
zen NYCHA buildings 
in his district, at Mid-
dletown Plaza and Bos-
ton Road Plaza.

“Cameras make de-
velopments, as well as 
the surrounding resi-
dential communities, 
safer,” he noted.

“I put my money 
where my mouth is by 
getting city funding 
in place,” said Vacca. 
“Now, the fi nalization 

of the Pelham Parkway 
camera design means 
we are moving full 
steam ahead. I’ve told 
NYCHA very clearly we 
will accept no delay.”

Pelham Parkway 
Houses Tenants Coun-
cil President Donna 
Goodall said she hoped 
the cameras - both inte-
rior and exterior - could 
be installed and work-
ing hopefully by some-
time in May after the 
two-year wait for the ac-
tual funding.

“It’s a process. You 
just can’t blink your 
eyes and get the fund-
ing for it,” she said, add-
ing that the next step 

would be for Verizon 
and police to work on 
fi nding the right places 
and then installing the 
fi ber optic cable. “Ev-
erything is a process.”

She praised Vacca 
for his continuing in-
volvement with the ten-
ants. 

“We love him, we al-
ways love him and give 
him our support,” she 
said.

 Police are still hunt-
ing for the killer of 88-
year-old Evelyn Sha-
piro, brutally murdered 
June 16, 2012 inside her 
sixth-fl oor apartment 
at the Pelham Parkway 
Houses during an ap-

parent push-in robbery 
as she was returning 
with groceries. Inves-
tigators at the time be-
lieved her attacker may 
have helped her carry 
her groceries into the 
locked building. Her 
body was found lying 
face down in a hallway 
between the bedroom 
and kitchen, groceries 
scattered on the fl oor, 
and her apartment ran-
sacked.

The city Medical Ex-
aminer’s Offi ce said she 
had been bludgeoned to 
death.

It was the fi rst mur-
der in the Pelham 
Parkway Houses in 30 

years, although there 
have been other serious 
crimes, including drug 
dealing and gang activ-
ity  both inside and im-
mediately around it.

Since August 2012, 
NYCHA said it has used 
City Council funding to 
install 3,879 closed cir-
cuit TV cameras in 500 
buildings at 84 desig-
nated developments.

That included 11 
developments in the 
Bronx, at the Bailey Ave-
nue, Fort Independence, 
Marble Hill, Edenwald, 
Jackson, Middletown 
Plaza, Mitchel, Moore, 
Mott Haven, Murphy 
and Patterson Houses.

Pelham Parkway Houses are about to have 
375 security cameras installed. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

From Page 1
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Space is limited. A light meal will be served. 
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An Oral Treatment Option 
for Relapsing Forms of 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
An informative event for people

living with MS and their caregivers.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293 
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com. 

Event code: TR237284 (1119948) MS.US.PO1497.0313

March 19, 2014

Event code: TR241663 (1127241)

Jai Perumal, MD
Director at Nyack Hospital MS Center, Weill Cornell MS Center

Monday, March 24, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern

Heartland Brewery and Chophouse
127 West 43rd Street
New York, NY  10036

Event code: TR241511 (1127974) MS.US.PO1497.0313
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Bronx Chamber CelebratesBronx Chamber Celebrates

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
It was a gala night for the Bronx Cham-

ber of Commerce as it held its Bronx Cen-
tennial Celebration Wednesday, Feb. 26 at 
a jampacked Marina del Rey.

The event drew more than a thousand 
guests for a night of entertainment, min-
gling, charity and honoring of some spe-
cial people and institutions.

The 100th anniversary thing is about 
the year that Bronx was offi cially recog-
nized as one of the state’s 62 counties.

The Chamber itself traces its borough 
roots back 120 years.

“Celebrating a hundred years of the 
Bronx, this year’s standing-room-only 
and a waiting list to attend the gala at the 
Marina del Rey - the dignitaries, from the 
past borough presidents to ambassadors 
of countries like Sweden, Israel and Spain, 
and presidents of local colleges, – this was 
an outstanding event to celebrate our 
great borough of the Bronx,” said Cham-
ber President and CEO Lenny Caro.

As the president of the Bronx Cham-
ber, to see over a thousand people come 
out as a part of this celebration, it was a 
great feeling,” added Caro. “The Bronx is 

a star of the fi ve boroughs!”
The affair also helped raise several 

thousand dollars for youth education.  
Some $10,000 will go towards scholar-

ships to students at CUNY Schools, said 
Chamber chief of staff Michele Dolgow, 
while another $3,000 will go towards Tru-
man High School, where students won a 
broadcasting contest to attend a scholastic 
media convention in Tampa, Florida.  The 
students had run short of the needed trip 
money until the Chamber came through.

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., the 
evening’s guest speaker, once again touted 

the New Bronx theme he unveiled at his 
recent State of the Borough speech, citing 
more than $5.7 billion in total investment 
since 2009, with more than 14,000 jobs, 
and more than $600 million in new hous-
ing, building nearly 13,000 new units. 

The evening’s honorees were Mon-
tefi ore Medical Center, Simone Develop-
ment, the Trump Organization and the 
new Kingsbridge National Ice Center, 
with former Rangers star Mark Messier 
on hand to accept the award - and donate 
his team jersey in a charity auction.

Looking dapper in black tie, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. touts his vision of a ”New Bronx” fi lled with more and more development; Courtesy Bronx Chamber

Bronx Chamber Chairman Joseph Kelleher, Assistant Treasurer Greg Gonzalez and Presi-
dent Lenny Caro with gracious , “and shiny‚“ servers giving out Inca Kola. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Two Community Board Chairmen, Father 
Richard Gorman of CB 12 and John Marano 
of CB10, share a moment.  

Former Bronx Community College President Dolores Fernan-
dez (right) shows her team loyalty, as she hangs with current 
Bronx Community College President Felix Matos Rodriguez. 
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100 Years as Bronx County100 Years as Bronx County

Bronx’s past and present collide as former borough presidents Adolfo Carrion, Freddy Ferrer and Bob Abrams show off those pearly whites alongside new BEEP Ruben Diaz Jr.

(L-r) Phil Foglia, deputy inspector general of the State Inspector Offi ce, alongside “A 
Bronx Tale”  star Chazz Palminteri and former New York Rangers star Mark Messier, 
who is now spearheading the Kingsbridge National Ice Center project. 
            Courtesy Bronx Chamber

Judge Doug McKeon with Steve Squitieri enjoying the eve-
ning. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Singer Jose Feliciano lights some fi re in the 
room. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Lock your cars and 

keep your valuables else-
where.

That’s the message 
from the 49th Precinct to 
local residents amid a re-
cent spike in car break-
ins.

Deputy Inspector 
Lorenzo (Andy) Johnson 
said he began noticing 
an increase in reported 
car break-ins at the end of 
2013.

 There since have been 
50 reported car break-ins 
reported and fi ve arrests 
between Jan. 1 and March 
3 in the precinct, said 
Community Affairs Offi -
cer Jay Sturdivant.

The precinct coverage 
area runs from Van Nest 
through Morris Park and 
Pelham Parkway north to 
Allerton, Pelham Gardens 
and Laconia.

Lock and take

Sturdivant, who said 
the crimes have spread 
throughout the borough, 
urged drivers to remem-
ber to lock their cars and 
keep their valuables out of 
sight.

Johnson said it was 
important not to park a 
car in desolate areas, but 
rather try to fi nd places 
with lights, cameras, or 

lots of people around.
“It’s a crime of oppor-

tunity,” Sturdivant said.
Johnson said the pre-

cinct is working with the 
narcotics unit to com-
bat the problem because 
many break-ins are done 
by drug users. While some 
sell what they steal for 
drug money, Johnson said 
more and more are by-

passing the pawn shops, 
which must document all 
items, opting instead to 
trade the electronics di-
rectly for drugs.

Targeting thieves

The offi cers compile 
information from the re-
ports into a database to 
help identify and target 
those who have gotten 
away with break-ins.

The precinct is also us-
ing bait cars to try and 
lure thieves into situa-
tions where they can be 
arrested.

“We’re doing as much 
as we possibly can to com-
bat it,” said Sturdivant.

But Johnson said that 
it is very diffi cult to make 
an arrest because an offi -
cer can’t arrest someone 
just for entering some-
one else’s car. They have 
to catch the perpetrator 
“red-handed and full-
pocketed,” Johnson said.

But even if the precinct 
can’t easily make an arrest, 
they can identify and tar-
get those who are known 
to break into cars, John-
son said. The community 
can also help by keeping 
an eye out for odd behavior 
around cars.

Johnson said that 
rarely do break-ins come 
with broken windows, and 
that most thieves check 
the cars door handles to 
fi nd ones that have been 
left unlocked or can easily 
be broken. 

“If you see something, 
say something,” said 
Johnson, advising people 
to call 911 or the precinct 
when they believe some-
one is trying to break into 
cars.

Car break-ins up in
49th Precinct

We’re doing 
as much as we 
possibly can to 

combat it. If you 
see something, 
say something..

Lorenzo Johnson
Deputy Inspector

POLS MEET AT ‘RESPECT FOR ALL WEEK’

City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, with Bronx Councilmembers Vanessa Gibson and 
Andrew Cohen, share their thoughts at launch of City Council and Department of Education’s 
Respect for All Week on Feb. 6, at the Simon Wiesenthal Center/Museum of Tolerance New York, 
in Midtown Manhattan.                                      PHOTO BY CHRISTINE BUTLER

The School of 
American Ballet
A T  L I N C O L N  C E N T E R

Beauty of Ballet
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Hostos Center for 
the Arts & Culture
at Hostos Community College
450 Grand Concourse
at 149th Street

Saturday, March 22, 2014
3:00 PM

featuring advanced 
students and teacher 
Katrina Killian from 
The School of American Ballet  

the

See excerpts from classic ballets and 
be introduced to the ways in which 
talented youngsters train to become 
professional dancers.

Visit SAB online at www.sab.org.

This program is supported, in part, by pub-
lic funds from the New York City Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs in partnership with 
the City Council and an award from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts.

FOR AGES 4 
AND ABOVE

A FREE 
FAMILY 

PROGRAM

in association with 

 SAB IS THE OFFICIAL SCHOOL OF NEW YORK CITY BALLET

���
���
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Let’s hear it for the women.
With its list of 25 Influential 

Women, for the fifth year the 
Bronx Times Reporter is honor-
ing women who benefit the bor-
ough through their tireless hard 
work. 

“Five years ago, when John 
Collazzi, the former publisher, 
and I discussed the possibil-
ity of honoring 25 women, the 
main criteria that we agreed on 
was that the candidate had to 
do more than just her job, she 
needed to impact the lives of the 
people of the Bronx,” said Bronx 
Times Reporter Publisher Laura 
Guerriero. “Needless to say, this 
criteria still applies. The 25 
women chosen for 2014 represent 
the essence of what this award 
stands for.”

This year’s group of women 
were chosen by the annual plan-
ning committee made up of Rose-
mary DeLuca of the Wildlife 
Conservation Society, Elizabeth 
Figueroa of the The New York 
Botanical Garden, Geri Scior-

tino of The Bronx Design Group, 
Lisa Sorin of the Westchester 
Square Business Improvement 
District, and Anna Vincenty of 
the Office of Congressman Jose 
Serrano.

DeLuca said the award is an 
opportunity to honor women 
who are not often recognized, 
and that the committee looks 
for women who serve the com-
munity in ways outside their 
normal job description. She has 
been with the planning commit-
tee since the beginning and was 
named to the list in 2011.

“It’s a nice feeling to be ap-
preciated,” she said.

Honoree Michelle Dolgow 
Cristofaro, chief of staff for the 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce, 
said the award is an honor, and 
a reminder of the importance of 
serving the community. 

“I am fortunate that my role 
at the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce allows me to help educate 
our businesses and advocate for 
them,” she said.

Each of the influential women 

will be featured with a profile in 
the special issue of 25 Influen-
tial Bronx Women, which will 
be published April 11. 

The women will also be hon-
ored at an awards dinner June 
26th at Villa Barone Manor in 
Throggs Neck.

The 2014 Bronx Influential 
Women are:

Elba Cabrera, Board of Di-
rectors, Hostos Community Col-
lege; Melissa Munoz Patterson, 

General Counsel, Regional Aid 
for Interim Needs, Inc.; 

Sister Lesley Block, O.P., 
Residence Manager, Thorpe 
Family Residence; Jessica Cle-
mente, President/CEO, We Stay/
Nos Quedamos, Inc.; Brigitte 
Lozada, Recreation Specialist, 
NYC Parks; Aviva Davidson, Ar-
tistic Director, Dancing in the 
Streets.

Michelle Dolgow Cristofaro, 
chief of staff, Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce; Shannon Lee Gil-
stad, Community Engagement 
Coordinator, BronxCentric!: 
Bronx Movers and Shakers; Sis-
ter Mary Rita Miguel, Sisters, 
Servants of Mary - Ministers to 
the Sick; 

Denise Matranga, Director, 
Our Lady of the Assumption 
Parenting Center; Claudia V. 
Mera, Police Officer, 40th Pre-
cinct Community Affairs Unit; 
Sabrina Kizzie, Real Estate Edu-
cator, Author.

Melissa Barber, Medical Doc-
tor, Interreligious Foundation 
for Community Organization; 

Flora Montes, Council Advi-
sory Board Member, Bronx 
Museum of the Arts; Marianne 
O’Hea Anderson, Pelham Bay 
Park Administrator, NYC De-
partment of Parks and Recre-
ation; Lilyanna Pekic, Keppler 
Title; Gail Nathan, Executive 
Director, Bronx River Art Cen-
ter; Doris Quinones, Director of 
Development & Community Re-
lations, Bronx House.

Carla Precht, Founding Ex-
ecutive Director, Bronx Chil-
dren’s Museum; Véronica Tor-
res, Consultant, New Yankee 
Stadium Community Benefits 
Fund, Inc.; Holly Block, Execu-
tive Director, Bronx Museum 
of the Arts; Andrea Verdesche, 
Owner, Andrea’s Dance Stu-
dios; 

Roseann Carotenuto, Bronx 
Superintendent of Schools, 
Archdiocese of New York; Ar-
lene Mukoko, Television Jour-
nalist, BronxNet Television; Ce-
cilia DeBrino Haas, Assistant 
Director of Facilities Planning, 
Einstein College of Medicine.

Fifth annual list honors those who impact the borough

25 Infl uential Women 2014 named

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

outside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BIGGEST
SAVINGS

OF THE SEASON

$20EYE 
EXAM

With purchase of eyeglasses
Restrictions apply.

Eyeglasses with purchase of  
1 year supply of contact lenses

$ 99*

50%
 OFF*

$100 OFF*

and FREE 2nd Pair

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses

Frame and Lens Packages
Starting at

Ages 3-4 Ages 4-5 

Options Family 
Member 

Non-
Member 

Options Family 
Member 

Non-
Member 

9am – 3pm $1400  $1600  9am – 3pm $1600  $1850  

8am – 6pm $1700  $1900  8am – 6pm $1800  $2050  

 
Bronx House is proud to o�er Summer Fun for children 
entering Pre-K (ages 3-4) and entering Kindergarten 
(ages 4 turning 5). This six-week program will be �lled 
with weekly summer�me inspired themes, such as 
Water Explora�on and Animals Under the Sea. Each 
week par�cipants will go on neighborhood trips that �e 
into the themes and give them an enriching hands-on 
experience.  Children will also cool o� in our sprinklers, 
take nature walks and have fun in the sun.   

July 7th - August 15th  
Options 

9am – 3p

8am – 6p

Summer Fun  
for Early Childhood 

THIS PROGRAM TAKES PLACE IN THE MAIN BUILDING 

 
EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

$100 off if you register by  
April 4th, 2014. 

For more information, please  
contact our Early Childhood  

Department at  
(718) 792-1800 ext. 249. 





with police ramping up 
traffi c enforcement.

Through the end of Feb-
ruary, the Four-One had 
given out 148 summonses 
for speeding —up 57% 
from this time in 2013—
and 57 summonses for not 
yielding to pedestrians, 
up from a mere 1 through 
the fi rst two months last 
year, according to stats 
provided by the precinct.

“We’ve received our 
marching orders, and we 
know we need to go after 
this aggressively,” said 
Deputy Inspector Phillip 
Rivera, the Four-One’s 
commanding offi cer.

The Task Force is still 
in its early stages, but has 
already identifi ed a few of 
the nabe’s most danger-
ous corners. Ringing in at 
worst, they say, is Hunt’s 

Point Avenue and Bruck-
ner Blvd., underneath the 
Bruckner Expressway.

Other problem spots 
include Southern Boule-
vard at E. 163rd Street and 
Westchester Avenue, and 
Bruckner Boulevard at 
Longwood Avenue —right 
next to the 41 Precinct. 

Working with DOT

“It’s horrible over 
here,” said Salamanca 
on a recent Thursday af-
ternoon when the Times-
Reporter swung by that 
trouble corner during 
rush hour.

Cars making a left turn 
from Bruckner onto Long-
wood were dangling in 
the middle of the street, 
gauging whether to roll 
the dice and make a turn 
in time to beat oncoming 
traffi c.

Salamanca thinks that 

issue could be shored up 
by DOT installing a left-
turn-only signal at the 
site.

Calling in the kids

And if all that doesn’t 
work, they’ll bring in the 
real juice to get the word 
out on traffi c safety —lo-
cal school kids. 

The Four-One will 
soon choose the winners 
of its traffi c safety poster 
contest run through lo-
cal schools. The winning 
safety art will then be 
laminated and displayed 
at the nabe’s collision 
hotspots, to remind pedes-
trians and motorists alike 
of the dangers at hand.

“The education compo-
nent has been lacking,” Ri-
vera said. “But we cannot 
do this without the com-
munity knowing about it, 
and chipping in.”
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

DUD STUD
If you haven’t seen THAT 2005 video 

of Assemblyman Jose Rivera playing 
Boyz in the Dominican ‘Hood with for-
mer Assemblyman Adam Clayton Pow-
ell IV,  ogling young girls, discussing, um, 
anatomical firmness, “marihuana” and 
zooming in on some DR cutie’s culo, here 
it is: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=GQE0kX3GZWA.

But the geriatric gigolo’s sexual josh-
ing is tame compared to our discovery 
of more disgusting tapes by the video 
auteur.

While pretty shocking, we think vot-
ers deserve to know his involvement in a 
group where men, and yes, women, meet 
behind closed doors and practice bizarre, 
depraved and embarassing acts of degra-
dation and self-abuse.

We’ll hopefully be shortly posting his 
R-rated tapes of those regular sessions in 
the state Assembly....

CLUBBED
Kenny Agosto, founder of the Liberty 

Democratic Association and outgoing dis-
trict leader in the 80th Assembly District, 
is miffed at Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj’s 
comments about “disenfranchised vot-
ers” in the district. Gjonaj made the com-
ment in announcing he and Senator Jeff 

Klein are seeking members for their 
newly formed political club.

While Kenny was redistricted, and 
can’t run for reelection, he’s still a Lib-
erty loyalist.

“I take exception with Mark saying the 
Liberty is not inclusive,” sayeth Kenny, 
citing a long list of club offi cers who are 
or have been Latino, Jewish, Irish and 
disabled.

And just to dig the knife in, Kenny 
called it “a fluke when Mark won be-
cause the people in the district didn’t like 
the predecessor (“Some girls just wanna 
have fun” Naomi (Snooki) Rivera.  

As far as the club putting up a candi-
date for district leader, Kenny noted that he 
asked state committeeman Joe McManus 
if he’d be interested, but Joe declined.

So far, no word on any other interested 
parties, either out of Liberty or the newly 
forming Gjonaj/Klein club.

District leaders, by the way, carry a lot 
of clout both locally and within the county 
organization.

As Kenny sayeth, “Politics is who gets 
what. If you’re not at the table, you’re on 
the menu.”

D.C. RE-BOUND
With petit ioning kicking of f Mon-

day, March 4, we’ll go out on a limb and 

predict Congressmen  Eliot Engel, Joe 
Crowley and a suddenly out of hiberna-
tion Jose Serrano will be reelected, with-
out oppostion. 

The big question is will second time 
be a charm for northern Manhattan state 
Senator Adriano Espaillat taking on in-
cumbent Charlie Rangel after almost 
beating him the last time.

Could the Bronx, which covers about 
20% of the 13th district be a factor this 
time?

Senator Gustavo Rivera, who faces 
his own challenge from Councilman Fer-
nando Cabrera, is backing Espaillat, and 
helped him kick off his campaign on Sat-
urday, March 1 with a meet-and-greet 
walk along the Fordham Road shopping 
district.

Cabrera is still reported weighing his 
options on whom to back, since the even-
tual winner in the June Congressional pri-
mary can go a long way to helping or hurt-
ing him in his challenge against Rivera. 
Stay tuned on this one.

CHAIRMAN OLLIE
Former Attorney General and now ex-

Riverdale City Councilman Oliver Kop-
pell, sounding like Chairman Mao, call-
ing Democratic Senator Jeff Klein “a lap-
dog for Senate Republicans.” Ollie’s been 

weighing a challenge against Jeff, whose 
five-member Independent Democratic 
Conference co-rules the Senate with Re-
publicans. He cited Jeff  for “openly en-
dorsing challenges to sitting Democratic 
legislators,” including regular Democratic 
Conference head Andrea Stewart-Cous-
ins of Yonkers.

Senate Dems would love to see a se-
rious challenge against Jeff, but so far, 
have been hedging their bets with Ollie.

SPRUNG
Former state Senator Pedro Espa-

da’s son Pedro G. Espada, 40, released 
from Chez Fed on Feb. 28 after doing his 
one-year stretch for helping to loot Papi’s 
Soundview Healthcare Network. Papi Pe-
dro, 60, is doing his fi ve-year stretch at 
the Fort Dix Federeal Correctional Institu-
tion, due to be sprung 10/30/17.

HUDDLING
One of our spies reports Assembly-

men Mark Gjonaj and Jose Rivera re-
cently spotted in rapt conversation over 
dinner at Jimmy Rodriquez’ new Don 
Coqui on City Island. Wonder if it has 
anything to do with new mega-political 
club Mark and Senator Jeff Klein are 
opening and some possible challenges 
Jose could be facing for his Fordham/
Kingsbridge seat?

COP CORNER
C o n g r a t s .  To  S g t .  Ta w e e  “ T ” 

Theanthong at the 49 Precinct squad 
in Morris Park, upped to full detective 
squad commander; Detectives Michell 
Geist at the 42 Squad in Morrisania and 
Jose Rodriguez at Bronx Gang unit, 
both upped to prestigious first grade 
rank, and to Anthony Elio and Cris-
tina Reyes at the 45 Squad in Throggs 
Neck, getting their prized gold detec-
tive shields.

Big time. Former Bronx Homicide and 
40th Precinct First Grade Detective Rob-
ert Addoralato, named chief investigator 
for the Moreland Commission to Investi-
gate Public Corruption in the state legis-
lature. Wonder if  Bobby is still asking his 
favorite question? 

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
March 7 - Councilman Jimmy Vacca.
March 7 - Former 80th Assembly 

District state committeewoman Diane 
Cerino. 

March 12 - Councilman Andy King.
March 13 - ex-Bronx Republican Party 

leader Jay Savino, whose sentencing on 
a bribe receiving plea has been moved to 
July 22, no doubt after he testifi es against 
co-conspirators, including state Senator 
Malcolm Smith.

Traffi c crackdown in Hunts Point
From page 1

CALL 718-742-3386 TO ADVERTISE

SECURITY DRUGS
Surgical Supplies
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Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
for whatever life
throws at them.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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