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Senior concerns after CVS loss

SHOTS
FIRED IN
VAN NEST
Daylight triple shooting

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Locals in Van Nest are still 

reeling a week later after a triple 
shooting in broad daylight punc-
tured the calm of a normally 
peaceful shopping stretch. 

Besides an elderly woman who 
was struck by a stray bullet dur-
ing the Wednesday, Feb. 19 brawl, 
two teenagers were also wounded, 
one in the leg and another in the 
arm, though no life-threatening 
injuries were sustained, said 
Deputy Inspector Andy Johnson, 

commanding offi cer at the 49th 
Precinct.

Police believe the fi ght erupted 
between two crews of teenagers 
after a spat over marijuana sales, 
Johnson said. 

Police tracked down 18-year-
old Christopher Lopez, who had 
eight previous arrests, on Friday, 
Feb. 21 and charged him with at-
tempted murder among other 
crimes.

Cops believe Lopez unloaded 
Continued on Page 4

City Island
Ladder 53
spared ax

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
After years of annually tee-

tering on the edge of losing 
their NYFD ladder company, 
City Islanders can now re-
joice.

Mayor de Blasio prelimi-
nary budget spares Ladder 53 
and 19 other fi re companies 
around the city.

The mayor’s preliminary 
budget has set aside $59 million 
specifi cally for 20 fi re companies

that Mayor Bloomberg had 
wanted to cut since late-2008. 

Every fi scal year, Mayor 
Bloomberg would propose clos-
ing the fi re companies in his 
preliminary budget, and each 
year the City Council would 
recommend and ultimately get 
the cuts restored before the fi -
nal budget was due, as it is ev-
ery year, on July 1. 

Now this part of the “budget 
dance,” as Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca, former chairman of 
the Fire and Criminal Justice 
Committee has called it, ap-
pears to be over. 

“After years of contentious-
ness with Mayor Bloomberg, 
where every year we were on 
the chopping block with Lad-
der 53 on City Island, it appears 
that those days fi nally are 
over,” said Vacca. “The mayor 
assured us that there will be 
no proposed fi re company cuts, 
and that they will not be part 
of the ‘budget dance’ that goes 
on every year.” 

This is good news for City 
Island, he said. Ladder 53 was 
named at least once in offi cial 
documents as being one of 
the 20 companies that would 
have been cut under Mayor 
Bloomberg’s plan. 

“I think it is a victory that 
City Islanders have fi nally 

Continued on Page 4

Awards Fit For Warriors
1969 Warriors Football Club team member Joe Regina shares spotlight 
with Outstanding Player of Junior Pee Wee Crusaders team Nico Busta-
mante at the club’s 60th anniversary celebration. See story page 36. 

Photo by Laura Stone

A CVS at Burke Avenue and White 
Plains Road is demolished after the 
roof collapsed on Wednesday, Feb. 19.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The collapse of an east Bronx 

CVS store after it’s snow-laden 
roof caved in is raising concerns 
for elderly local residents who 
now have to ply their way to a dis-
tant store for their prescriptions.

A local community leader is 
also among those concerned about 
the cause of  the collapse.

The CVS at 694 Burke Ave. 
near White Plains Road was or-
dered evacuated by responding 
fi re units Wednesday afternoon, 
Feb. 19. First the roof buckled, 

then the sidewalls of the store on 
the Allerton-Olinville neighbor-
hood borderline buckled.

The city Department of Build-
ings ordered the structure demol-
ished. Construction crews plowed 
it to the ground that night.

“We’re extremely grateful that 
there were no injuries,” said Mike 
DeAngelis, a CVS spokesman, 
“Our focus right now is ensuring 
that our customers still have ac-
cess to pharmacy services”

DeAngelis said prescriptions 
and all pharmacy operations, in-

cluding the store’s phone lines, 
were transferred to a nearby CVS 
at 732 Allerton Avenue.

The Burke Avenue employees 
have all been transferred to Aller-
ton Avenue or another location. 
DeAngelis said the infl ux of pre-
scriptions and customers won’t 
detrimentally affect service at the 
Allerton Avenue CVS.

“We have a contingency plan 
for when we have to transfer op-
erations,” he said.

But Community Board 12 
Continued on Page 11
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BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
East Bronx detectives 

were still seeking clues to a 
shooting outside a Throggs 
Neck club that left one man 
wounded and police with 
little information to go on.

Police said the male vic-
tim, described only as in 
his 30s, was shot outside 
the Burger Bar at 3841 East 
Tremont Ave. near Schley 
Avenue about 3:40 a.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 21. 

The victim had driven 
from Manhattan and was 

standing outside the club 
when he said he heard a 
shot, police said.

He told them he did not 
discover he had been shot 
until he drove home and his 
girlfriend saw he had been 
wounded in his back.

The victm, who had 
prior arrests for drug pos-
session, was taken to Jacobi 
Medical Center for treat-
ment and was listed in sta-
ble condition.

Police are trying to de-
termine if the shooting may 
have involved another club 
patron.

Large crowd partying

There was a large crowd 
that had come from the Polo 
Grounds Towers in Wash-
ington Heights to party 
there that night, said a po-
lice source.

They said the club, how-
ever, has not been very 
forthcoming with informa-
tion.

“They’re not being very 

cooperative. They don’t have 
many answers for the ques-
tions they’re being asked.”

Partygoers inside the 

lounge, which has security 
at the front door, told police 
they didn’t hear any shot 
fi red.

The source noted that 
the club, former home of the 
Latin Kitchen, is still oper-
ating under the license of 

the former occupant.
“I would think the SLA 

(State Liquor Authority) 
might be paying them a 
visit soon,” they said.

No reported problems

The Burger Bar recently 
began holding weekend 
club events, while running 
as a regular restaurant, but 
police said they’ve had no 
reported problems with the 
late night crowd there.

The former occupant, 
the Latin Kitchen was a 
popular local restaurant 
serving Latin dishes and 
drawing a number of Yan-
kee players.

Police asked anyone 
with possible information 
about the shooting to con-
tact Detective Anthony Elio 
of the 45th Precinct Detec-
tive Squad at 718 822-5414. 
All calls will be kept confi -
dential, they said.

Management at the club 
did not respond to calls for 
comment.

Victim shot in back outside Burger Bar

Cops probe TN club shooting

They don’t have 
many answers 

for the questions 
they’re being 

asked.
Police Source

Scene of Friday, Feb. 21 early morning shooting outside the Burger Bar on E. Tremont Avenue. 
 By Walter Pofeldt

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A simple patch job just 

won’t fi ll this dire need. 
That’s what Pelham Bay 

locals are claiming of Mid-
dletown Road, whose base 
has “totally deteriorated” 
over the years, according to 
Community Board 10.

The city’s Department of 
Transportation has fi lled a 
record-number of potholes 
this winter —the latest 
count is 140, 848 repaired in 
2014 citywide —but on Mid-
dletown Road the problems 
run deeper than a pothole 
crew can fi x, say the locals 
who use the street every 
day.

Patch up won’t do

DOT’s signature coat-
ing of asphalt, tar and rocks 
only delays the inevitable 
re-opening of the street’s 
wounds, said Rev. Marilyn 
Oliver, the tenant associa-
tion president at Middle-
town Senior Plaza.

“I have seniors com-

plaining to me all the time 
that their wheelchairs are 
getting caught, or that they 
are tripping and falling,” 
she said.

Community Board 10, 
which covers the eastern-
most slice of the borough, 
has for years listed the re-
construction of Middletown 
Road between Crosby and 
Westchester Avenues as one 
of its capital budget priori-

ties.
“The base of this street 

has totally deteriorated,” 
reads the Board’s matter-
of-fact request for the 2014 
fi scal year. “Resurfacing is 
insuffi cient, as the street 
has collapsed in several lo-
cations.”

Pending Govt Study

It remains to be seen 
whether any work on the 
street will be worked into 

the new mayor’s 2015 $74 
billion budget —a fi rst draft 
of which was revealed Feb. 
12. But the mood at CB 10’s 
latest meeting was less than 
optimistic.

“We’ve been pushing for 
this for years, but for some 
reason the City of New York 
doesn’t want to do it,” said 
Board member Julian Mi-
siurski.

Any construction on the 
site was left out of the City’s 
2014 budget, which men-
tioned that DOT was con-
ducting a joint study there 
with the Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(DEP) about “drainage and 
roadway issues.”

Outlook? Bleak

CB10 is calling for deeper 
fi xes, including installing a 
new concrete base before 
any resurfacing is done.

In the short term, DOT 
has sent out crews to patch 
up some holes on the street’s 
surface this winter. But lo-

cals are unconvinced that 
the fi x-er-ups will hold.

“They put a skim coat 
on,” Misiurski said, “And 
before you know it, the 
holes are back.” 

Oliver said even the 
smaller cracks in the street 
can have big effects on the 

lives of the elderly living at 
her New York City Housing 
Authority complex.

“Even the potholes that 
aren’t that big are grave 
concerns for us,” she said. 
“You can catch your foot 
and break an ankle even on 
a smaller hole.”

Residents complain street needs total fi x up

The DOT’s trying to patch up Middletown Road, but Rev. Marilyn Oli-
ver is convinced that the fi x-up jobs won’t stick.           
                          Photso by Aracelis Batista

Tale of two craters: On the left, one is patched up, but on the right, 
the pothole remains.

Middletown Road pothole nightmare
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Space is limited. A light meal will be served. 
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An Oral Treatment Option 
for Relapsing Forms of 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
An informative event for people

living with MS and their caregivers.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293 
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com. 

Event code: TR237284 (1119948) MS.US.PO1497.0313

March 19, 2014

Event code: TR241663 (1127241)
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fi ve rounds of a .40 caliber 
handgun at a rival crew 
during a fi ght that also in-
volved a baseball bat.

Elderly victim speaks

Sally Adams, 79, had 
just paid her monthly cable 
bill at the Checks Cashed 
shop and stepped outside 
onto Morris Park Avenue 
near White Plains Road 
when the shots rang out.

“I heard, POP POP POP, 
and then I felt a sting,” Ad-
ams, who was struck in the 
hand by a stray bullet, said 
from her home on Van Nest 
Avenue.  

Adams remembers her 
umbrella falling out of her 
hand and hitting the pave-
ment in front of the 99-cent 
store.

Then a man rushed 
over, removing his belt to 
help her seal off the blood 
seeping from her right 
hand. Adams recalls a 
sharp pain —but not too 
sharp to crack a joke in the 
heat of the moment.

“I said you better not 
be getting fresh,” Adams, 
who turns 80 on March 2, 

recalled as she grilled the 
mystery Good Samaritan. 
“But he said he was just 
helping.”

Calm Nabe Rocked

The violence is rattling 
for a nabe that has fought 
for decades to rebuild its 
image.

“A few years ago we 
had lot of trouble over 
there with drugs, but 
we’ve chased that out of 
the neighborhood,” said 

Joe Thompson, president 
of the 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council, who has 
run patrols in the area for 
decades.

Today, the area where 
the shooting took place 
is home to mom-and-pop 
shops, pizzerias and hard-
ware stores —not exactly a 
Gangsta’s paradise.

But one witness to 
Wednesday’s violence 
said there’s been a spike 
in out-of control incidents 
over the last few months 
involving youths.

“I used to be able to 
come outside and play 
dominos when it was 
warm out,” said Brian 
Hellner, who owns a video 
rental store across the 
street from where the 
shots rang out. “But lately 
there’s been some non-
sense, and I’ve stopped do-
ing that.”

Shootings rare

Inspector Johnson said 
he’s heard some noise com-
plaints about juvenile de-
linquents, but stressed that 
the shooting was a rarity. 
The precinct ranked THE 

lowest in the city for major 
crimes in 2013.

But the work to rid the 
area of gun crime contin-
ues. Thompson pegged ac-
cess to fi rearms as part of 
the problem.

“These are crimes of 

convenience,” he said.  
“People have a gun and 
see somebody they don’t 
like, and then they want to 
reach for their gun.”

Another community ac-
tivist blamed a dearth of 
youth activity space in the 

nabe.
“It’s disheartening that 

there’s nothing for the 
youth to do around here,” 
said Bernadette Ferrara 
of the Van Nest Neighbor-
hood Alliance. “Our kids 
deserve better.”

Shots fi red in Van Nest community

Scene outside Van Nest store on Morris Park Avenue where three bystanders were wounded by stray 
bullets during teen crew shootout. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Sally Adams, 79, was hit in the 
hand by a stray bullet during 
a shootout on Morris Park Av-
enue. But now she’s doing just 
fi ne. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

From Page 1

won, and they will not 
look to fi ght another 
day,” he said. 

The fi ght to keep Lad-
der 53 open spawned 
two town hall meetings, 
an evening vigil, rallies 
in front of the Schofi eld 
Street fi rehouse that 
Ladder 53 shares with 
Engine 70, protests on 
the steps of City Hall, tes-
timony before the City 
Council committee and 
letter writing, said Bar-
bara Dolensek, City Is-
land Civic Association 
vice-president. 

“I think that it was 
never really an option,” 

she said of attempts to 
shutter Ladder 53. “We 
were just glad to hear the 
news and that Council-
man Vacca brought it up 
with the mayor...it is a 
good sign.” 

Because of City Is-
land’s geographic isola-
tion, and the fact that 
the ladder companywas 
forced to remain on the 
island and not go on off-
island runs, the number 
of runs that Ladder 53 
went on was always ar-
tifi cially depressed, the 
CICA contended. 

John Doyle, CICA cor-
responding secretary, 
said that it showed that 

any plan to shutter Lad-
der 53 was strictly politi-
cal, and he offered words 
of gratitude for both for-
mer Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn and 
Vacca.  

“It shows that ev-
erything Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca has al-
ways said was true,” 
said Doyle. “It was never 
about the fi re company, it 
was about getting a new 
mayor.”

 “People are willing 
to accept cuts in govern-
ment,” he added, “but 
they are not willing to ac-
cept cuts to public safety. 
They are unacceptable.” 

City Island Ladder 53 spared ax

City Islanders rallied with their elected offi cals on several occasions outside Ladder 53 to save it from 
city budget cuts. Now it -hopefully - will be all in the past. Photo by Patrick Rocchio

From Page 1
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

A YOU CAN SEE!

The complete terms are in the offering plan available from sponsor file #H13-0001.

Townhomes starting at $249,900

At Baker Residential we take pride in our quality homes, unparalleled customer service 
and attention to every detail. Your home is designed with you in mind so it will be both 
comfortable and functional. See the difference at Maple Fields! 

Our luxurious townhome designs feature:            Enjoy great amenities such as:

GRAND OPENING!
Visit our Sales Office today to learn about special incentives available!

1 Maple Fields Dr. Middletown, NY • GPS Address: 31 Schutt Rd., Town of Wallkill, NY 10940 
Sales Hours: 10am-5pm and By Appointment

• 3 bedrooms with attached 2-car garages
• Gourmet-inspired kitchens
•  Formal dining rooms and much more!

•  Outdoor Pool
• Magnificent clubhouse
• Basketball Court

Maple-Fields.com • 914-461-9208

BY BEN KOCHMAN
They put down a side-

walk that no one wanted 
—and now the city is at 
loggerheads over who 
should clean it.

Pelham Parkway locals 
are griping that snow re-
moval on the much-reviled 
“sidewalk to nowhere” 
installed on the Pelham 
Parkway South median 
from Williamsbridge 
Road to Eastchester Road 
has crawled along at a gla-
cier pace.

“For most of the win-
ter, it’s been totally ne-
glected,” said Debby 
Kowalick, who snapped a 
photo in early February 
of the sidewalk engulfed 
in ice.

Snow adds to squeeze

Snow removal is cru-
cial on the sidewalk, lo-
cals say, because every 
inch of space on the adja-
cent service road counts.

Community members 
have protested since 2012 
that the added sidewalk 
narrows the service road 
to such an extent that 
emergency vehicles may 
not be able to squeeze 
though.

On Feb. 14, two deliv-
ery trucks got stuck on 
the street —which was 
even more narrow than 
usual because the snow on 
the sidewalk forced cars 
to park farther away from 
the curb.

Who is responsible?

Community Board 11 
District Manager Jeremy 
Warneke says he’s unsure 
where to refer the snow 
removal complaints.

Most of the city ‘s side-
walks fall under the ju-
risdiction of property 
owners, who face fi nes if 
they don’t clean up snow 
in front of their proper-
ties. But the “sidewalk 
to nowhere” —so-called 
in a lawsuit fi led by com-
munity leaders but tossed 
aside by a City judge in 
April 2013—falls in murky 
snow cleaning territory.

The fi ve-foot sidewalk 
falls on the opposite side 
of homes and businesses, 
and is sandwiched be-
tween parked cars and a 

stretch of greenery main-
tained by the Department 
of Parks and Recreation.

Warneke said he had 
a hunch that cleanup of 
the suspect sidewalk was 
under the Department of 
Sanitation’s jurisdiction.

In 2011, Sanitation 
agreed to help clean a 
similar sidewalk down 
the street, from Williams-
bridge Road to Cruger 
Avenue, according to a 
back issue of the Times-
Reporter.

But a spokesperson for 
Sanitation said this par-
ticular sidewalk fell under 
the Parks Department’s 
turf. Parks then dodged 
responsibility, saying that 
the agency was only re-

sponsible for maintaining 
the adjacent parkland but 
not the sidewalk itself. 

A spokesperson said 
Parks would send out a 
crew anyway to remove 
the remaining snow 
Wednesday, Feb. 26.

Community members 
say they’ve been predict-
ing these types of prob-
lems since 2012, when the 
City put in the sidewalk as 
part of a $30 million reno-
vation of Pelham Parkway 
South.

“Right when it went 
down, we had questions,” 
said Frank Vignali, who 
lives in the area. “We 
wanted to know who was 
going to take care of it? 
And we still don’t know.”

There’s a sidewalk under here somewhere. Courtesy Debby Kowalick

Pelham Pkwy sidewalk 
cleanup put on ice
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Family
BRONX/RIVERDALE August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Drive consumers 
to your website
Your customers are online 

You need to be visible online too

WEB SEARCH CUSTOMERS ARE 
READY-TO-BUY

Find out how to make your website 
easily found.

Enhance your online visibility
Call for a FREE consultation and website analysis

718-260-4501
Email digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

 

  

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Pelham Bay community 

and veterans advocate Lou 
James Durante passed away 
Saturday, Feb. 22 at age 85. 

Durante was the com-
mander of the Lawrence 
Keane Memorial Post #1458 
in Pelham Bay for decades, 
and was a beloved fi xture 
in local veterans circles. 
He had been receiving 
treatment for Lymphoma, 
said his daughter Rosema-
rie Tangredi. 

Durante was born in 
East Harlem and lived in 
Pelham Bay since his youth. 
He had been a member of 
Keane Pose 1498 for about 
65 years. 

Two ongoing projects 
consumed much of his 
volunteer work in recent 
years: placing the names 
of deceased veterans on a 
monument in Keane Square 
Park, and securing fund-
ing for renovations at the 
Keane Post’s building on 
Buhre Avenue. 

“As the veterans would 
pass away, he would make 
a list of the names to put on 
the monument,” said Tan-
gredi. “That was his pas-
sion, taking care of the Post 
building and making sure 
that all the names were on 
the memorial. Even when 
he was sick, he made sure 
the names of the veterans 
went onto the memorial ev-
ery year.” 

Tangredi remembered 
her father as a gentle man 
who was always there when 
she and her sister needed 
anything. 

“He was the best per-
son, a terrifi c man, and he 

put himself before everyone 
else,” she said. “He was so 
strong. He was our hero and 
we came to him for every-
thing.” 

She added: “We are very 
blessed to have him with us 
so long.” 

Durante was a World 
War II Navy veteran who 
served in Europe. After he 
returned, he made his liv-
ing as an electrician, she 
said. 

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, worked with Du-
rante and secured a $125,000 
grant for the Keane Post that 
allowed the legionnaires to 
install a new air-condition-
ing system and renovate 
their basement so that they 
could lease it out for parties 
and events and have a reli-
able stream of income. 

At a time when a good 
number of American Le-
gion posts were losing 
members, Durante kept the 
Keane Post vital and active, 
said Benedetto. 

“He is a man I got to 
know and respect,” he said. 

“He was fair minded, even 
tempered, and a nice per-
son to deal with. Whether 
it was money for fi xing up 
the building or a program 
he was running, he would 
come to my offi ce quite of-
ten with a project for the 
post, and it was hard to stay 
no.” 

He added: “Let’s hope 
that someone takes up the 
mantle of Lou Durante.” 

Durante said in an ear-
lier interview that he was 
proud of helping to orga-
nize a Holiday toy drive 
that the Keane Post held 
for many years where com-
munity children got to visit 
with Santa Claus and leave 
with a toy. They would 
often host the event in a 
shuttered movie theater on 
Westchester Avenue that 
was later a bingo hall. 

Durante is also survived 
by his wife Lilly Durante, 
whom he married in 1961, 
another daughter,Gina Na-
varro, and a grandson and 
great-grandson named af-
ter him. 

The late Lou Durante  Photo courtesy of Rosemarie Tangredi

Veteran leader 
Lou Durante dies 

He was fair 
minded, even 
tempered, and 

a nice person to 
deal with.

Michael Benedetto
Assemblyman



7
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  M
a

r
c

h
 2

, 2
0

1
4

  
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

(L-r) Bronx District Attorney Robert Johnson, Assemblyman and Bronx Democratic Party Chairman Carl Heastie, and state Comptroller Tom DiNapoli 
react to speech.  

State Senator (and proud dad) Ruben Diaz 
Sr. in the audience.

It is good to be the Bronx Borough President!  
 Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

(L-r) City Councilman James Vacca, Councilwoman Maria del Carmen Arroyo and Councilman 
Ritchie Torres smile for the camera.  

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
It was a day to celebrate the 

Bronx, its accomplishments 
and Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr.’s vision for both its im-
mediate and near future.

Delivering his fi fth State 
of the Borough as he enters 
his second full four-year term, 
Diaz addressed a packed house 
of political, civic, business and 
other leaders on Thursday, 
Feb. 20 in the main theater at 
Hostos Community College on 
the Grand Concourse.

Diaz covered several bases, 
from development of new hous-
ing and business to preserva-
tion of the General Post Offi ce, 
to fi xing - fi nally - the infamous 
Cross-Bronx Expressway, 
right down to cracking down 
on those annoying and illegal 
dirt bikes roaring though local 
streets.

Meanwhile, a veritable 
who’s who of Bronx, city and 
state movers and shakers were 
in the audience to show their 
props to the BP....

The Borough President addressing the 
crowd at Hostos Community College

BOROUGH PRESIDENT DIAZ’S 
STATE OF THE BOROUGH ADDRESS
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
All aboard a new park 

in Van Nest!
Local kids will soon 

be able to goof around on 
mock train tracks and 
curl up in playhouses 
shaped like old-school 
ticket booths at the 
nabe’s new playground 
—modeled after the ar-
ea’s unique history as a 
railroad hub.

The City Department 
of Parks and Recreation 
started building the 
fencing around the site 
in January, and the De-
partment says the new 
digs should be up and 
running in a year.

Homage to Nabe 

Lore

Van Nest’s new park 
is a major victory for lo-
cal activists who have 
long griped that their 
kids need a better place 

to play.
“The playground there 

before was garbage,” said 
Bernadette Ferrara, vice 
president of the Van Nest 
Neighborhood Alliance. 
“We needed to build a 
place with amenities, 
where young kids would 
want to go.”

Those kids will also 
get a taste of neighbor-
hood history to go along 
with the swing sets. Fi-
nal schematic designs 
include a sprinkler mod-
eled after an R/R/ rail-
road sign and play equip-
ment built in the shape 
of a train.

It’s all an homage to 
the nabe’s namesake, the 
former Van Nest railroad 
station. 

Named after the Van 
Nest family who settled 
here from Holland, the 
station shuttled visitors 

to and from the Morris 
Park Racecourse in the 
late 19th century and 
early 20th century.

Major amenities

But the playground 
will have practical 
touches to go along with 
its historical fl air.  A sev-
en-foot picket fence sur-
rounding the park will 
help keep balls from fl y-
ing out of bounds during 
sports, and Parks plans 
to build a buffer of green-
ery on the perimeter to 
separate the playground 
from the sidewalk.

Plans also call for 
drinking fountains, 
added benches and a con-
crete ramp.

A long journey

Locals have been 
campaigning for a new 
park in Van Nest for 
over three years. Nearby 
Community Board 11 

listed getting funding for 
the playground as its top 
capital expense budget 
priority.

The City Council and 
Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. were able 
to secure over $1.3 mil-
lion for the renovation in 

Mayor Bloomberg’s fi nal 
budget for 2014.

Van Nest’s Neighbor-
hood Alliance had origi-
nally pushed for a bit 
more space –including 
a basketball court and 
hand court — than what 
ended up in the plan. 

But Ferrara says she’s 
thrilled the City was able 
to fi nd a way to make the 
new Park happen.

“We really did get 
quite a bit of what we 
wanted,” she said. “We 
think it’ll be the jewel of 
the community.”

An artist drawing of the proposed Van Nest Park.

Train-inspired design 
for Van Nest Park

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Robotics is the name of the game 

for ten students at St. Catharine 
Academy.

The all-girls robotics team is 
headed to a state championship in 
their fi rst year of competition, after 
placing second at a regional compe-
tition in January.

The state competition, run by 
VEX Robotics, will take place at 
Adelphi University in March.

Teacher Sheree Petrignani leads 
the team, and started the robotics 
class when she arrived at St. Catha-
rine Academy three years ago. Her 
competition team is made up of ju-
niors and seniors (and one sopho-
more) taking courses such as A.P. 
Physics, A.P. Calculus or robotics.

The girls spend hours after 
school each week working on the 
robots. Some of the girls program 
the robots, some specialize in build-
ing or fi xing them, while other con-
centrate on the driving. Petrignani 
said she tries to let the girls work 
out any problems with the robots on 
their own. 

Patricia Wolf, the president of 
St. Catharine Academy, said Petri-

gnani acts as a mentor to the girls, 
many of whom are interested in 
STEM careers. STEM is the general 
term for jobs and areas of study that 
fall under the umbrella of science, 
technology, engineering and math-
ematics.

Wolf said she has a goal of get-
ting more young women to enter 
these  male-dominated fi elds.

“We want to begin to create a 
curriculum to strengthen areas 
where women are underrepre-
sented,” Wolf said.

Petrignani said she majored in 
computer science and worked for 
several years as an engineer before 
she hit the proverbial glass ceiling. 
She went to graduate school and fell 
into teaching, and she said she feels 
that her way to fi x the problems she 
faced is through her students.

“My mission is to take the girls 
and recruit as many of them into 
the fi eld, and fl ood the market and 
change the market that way,” she 
said.

The male-domination of STEM 
fi elds was visible to the team when 
they arrived at the regional compe-
tition in New Rochelle where they 
placed second.

“I did see immediately was that 
we were the only girls,” said Wolf, 
“the only girls in a sea of boys.”

They will be one of two all-girls 
teams of 40 at the state competition 
on March 8.

“Seeing the other robots, they 
were really giant compared to our 
little comet,” said Mehar Rafi q, who 
acts as a coach to the team. The girls 
didn’t know how their robot, named 
Comet after the school mascot, 
would stack up.

“We think it’s not that good, and 
then we go to competition and fi nd 
out it’s good,” Adwoa Manu said.

But whether or not the team 
wins, the girls seem to have enjoyed 

the journey. Megan Rodriguez said 
that robotics is rewarding because 
of all the hard work and hours that 
go into the fi nished product. 

“It’s like your child” she said.

St. Catharine Academy team heading to state meet

Members of the St. Catharine Academy robotics team practice for state cham-
pionships after school. From left to right: Leanna Bonanno, Nandi Piper, Mirna 
Gonzalez, Adwoa Manu and Rabeea Rafi q. Photos by Jaime Williams

Mirna Gonzalez and Adwoa Manu make 
an adjustment to their robot during a 
practice game. 

All-girl robot team eyes the prize
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mGARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

outside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BIGGEST
SAVINGS

OF THE SEASON

$20EYE 
EXAM

With purchase of eyeglasses
Restrictions apply.

Eyeglasses with purchase of  
1 year supply of contact lenses

$ 99*

50%
 OFF*

$100 OFF*

and FREE 2nd Pair

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses

Frame and Lens Packages
Starting at

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Nurses and a city coun-

cilman are pressuring a 
Bronx hospital to keep its 
promise by returning its 
labor and delivery unit.

Citing lack of senior 
staff doctors, the city 
Health and Hospitals 
Corp. moved the unit from 
North Central Bronx Hos-
pital in Norwood to Jacobi 
Medical Center on Pelham 
Parkway last August.

But the move proved 
short-lived because of 
complaints of overcrowd-
ing and longer travel dis-
tance. HHC then pledged 
to move the unit back by 
the end of this coming 
summer.

But that’s not good 
enough to members of the 
New York State Nurses 
Association, Health Care 
Union 1199 SEIU and local 
City Councilman Andy 
King, who demonstrated 
Tuesday, Feb. 25 outside 

NCBH.
They said they want the 

unit reopened by April 30.
That is when the state 

Department of Health 
could begin decertifying 
the maternity wing beds 
at NCBH, according to 
King.

“As long as the spot-
light shines on them, they 
have to respond,” said 
King, whose northeast 
Bronx district adjoins 
NCBH territory.

Bronx moms deserve 
the unit to reopen as soon 
as possible, argued Jill 
Furillo, executive direc-
tor of the New York State 
Nurses Association.

“A soon-to-be mother 
with a complicated preg-
nancy doesn’t deserve a 
long commute to her doc-
tor, and to wait in long 
lines and in overcrowded 
rooms,” said Furillo.  
“She deserves the care 
that NYSNA nurses, here 

at this hospital are ready 
to give.”

Since NCBH’s labor 

and delivery services were 
shut down, Judy Sheri-
dan-Gonzalez, president 

of NYSNA and a nurse at 
the Montefiore emergency 
room around the corner,  
said that her emergency 
room has dealt with an in-
creased number of precip-
itous births, or births that 
progress quickly. 

“Women who should be 
delivering in a nice labor 
and delivery setting that 
they’re accustomed to 
are now delivering in the 
emergency room next door 
because there is no other 
labor and delivery ser-
vices in this region,” she 
said. “We are not going to 
wait past April 30th. This 
community cannot toler-
ate it.”

But citing the time re-
quirements of staffing the 
unit, John Doyle, spokes-
man for the North Bronx 
Health Network which 
covers NCBH and Jacobi, 
said the materinity unit 
should be able to reopen 
by the end of the summer.

He said the hospital 
has applied to the state 
Department of Health for 
an extension of the April 
30 deadline.

“Patient safety remains 
our Number One priority, 
and it’s the reason we sus-
pended labor and delivery 
services at North Central 
Bronx Hospital when we 
faced significant staff 
shortages,” Doyle said in 
a statement.

 He said the network 
committed in November 
to re-establishing the ser-
vice. With the December 
appointment of Dr. Mi-
chael Zinaman as the new 
chairman of the OB-GYN 
service, “we began the 
process of recruiting se-
nior level providers.”

“We’re still confident,” 
he said, “that by the end of 
summer we should have 
labor and delivery ser-
vices open at North Cen-
tral Bronx Hospital.” 

Ask for labor and delivery services to reopen by April 30

City Councilman Andy King, alongside members of the New York 
State Nurses Association and health care union 199 SEIU, demon-
strate outside North Central Bronx Hospital in Norwood to push for 
the timely return of the hospital’s labor and delivery unit.  
                          Photo by Jaime Williams

Protesters want baby unit back at NCBH
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

Lotta breaking news (and we 
assume we’re beating the blog-
gers ) in this column, so here 
we go....

Ca l l  i t  the Super Po l i t ica l 
Clubhouse.

S t a te  S ena to r  Je f f  K le in 
and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
are forming a political club ex-
pected to pull in several hun-
dred members, and pretty much 
scare away political challengers 
-or work for or against others in 
Jeff’s sprawling Senate district.

The club, based in Gjonaj’s 
80th Assembly District cover-
ing Morr is Park /A ller ton, will 
recrui t members from across 
K le in’s 34th Senate Dis t r ic t , 
which takes in a major swath of 
the north Bronx, from Riverdale 
to Throggs Neck.

The new c lub could over-
shadow the 80th A.D.’s Liberty 
Democratic Association, though 
Gjonaj called the district “big 
enough for two clubs.”

It’s likely, however, the new 
club might want to put up its 
own candidates for local male 
and female district leader and 

other party positions.
“There a re  p len t y  o f  d is-

enfranchised voters out there 
who have not  been inc luded 
and we are seeking them out,” 
he noted.

The first term assemblyman 
said that he and Klein are now 
preparing to file paperwork with 
the state Department State and 
searching for a clubhouse loca-
tion within Gjonaj’s district.

“We hope to be in business 
for the upcoming state prima-
ries.”

That could be a big factor for 
Klein, Senate Dems  No. 1 tar-
get since his breakaway four-
member Independent  Demo-
cra t ic  Conference became a 
ruling coalition with Senate Re-
publicans. Jeff just added more 
muscle to his IDC with Queens 
Senator Tony Avella as the lat-
est cross-over.

ANNABEL OUT
C o u n c i l w o m a n  A n n a b e l 

Palma has dropped her plans 
to challenge South Bronx Con-
gressman Jose Serrano.

The Soundview elected called 

us Wednesday just before dead-
line to say that with petitioning 
due to start March 4 and the pri-
mary close at hand on June 24, 
“time was just not on my side.”

“I gave it a lot of consider-
ation, and I definitely tr ied to 
put i t together...but you need 
to lay the foundation and do the 
groundwork.”

The term-limited pol,  who 
had already filed the paperwork 
with the federal elections com-
mission, st ill has options, in-
cluding another shot at Serra-
no’s seat down the road, and a 
potential run for state Senate 
in her distr ict i f the currently 
ensconced  Ruben (The Rev) 
Diaz Sr. makes good on his ru-
minations to run for her coun-
cil seat when it becomes vacant 
in 2017. 

WAIT FOR IT…
Looks like three wannabes 

for the 13th Congressional Dis-
trict seat will have to wait for 
Riverdale’s Ben Franklin Reform 
Democratic Club to endorse one 
of them.

Thanks to redis t r ic t ing,  a 

smal l  pocket  o f  the Har lem /
northern Manhattan district falls 
into the northwest Bronx.

Incumbent Charlie Rangel ; 
state Senator Adriano Espail-
lat , who lost to him by a slim 
margin in 2012, and the Rev. 
Michael Walrond Jr. , a Har-
lem-based pastor with ties to Al 
Sharpton’s National Action Net-
work, all made their endorse-
ment pitches to clubmembers 
Monday, Feb. 24.

But at the urging of Assem-
blyman Jef f Dinowitz , mem-
bers voted to wait and see how 
the race shapes up before the 
June 24 primary.

Jef f and others also noted 
that Charlie never said he would 
swear to complete a full two-
year term ( the rumors are out 
there), while Espaillat didn’t say 
whether he’d quite his state seat 
to run (He doesn’t have to).

COP CORNER
Big congrats. To popu-

lar Bronx Boro Commander Car-
los Gomez, adding a third star 
as new chief of NYPD’s Housing 
Bureau, replacing former Bronx 

C.O. Joanne Jaffe, shif ted to 
Community Af fairs Bureau. No 
word yet on a new Bronx boss.

SOB
We give Borough President 

Ruben Diaz Jr. high marks for 
his fif th State of the Borough. 
Lot ta new information besides 
the yearly recap of successes, 
no t  too much se l f  back-pat-
ting, and some newsworthy an-
nouncements, including a call 
for a new Request for Proposals 
for the Bronx General Post Of-
fice, a major fixup of the Cross 
Bronx Expressway (“an abysmal 
failure”), and even a crackdown 
on those illegal dirt bikes roaring 
around local streets.

Scenes:
•  S ea tma tes  C ounc i lmen 

Andy King and Fernando Ca-
b r e r a  ha pp i l y  s i ng ing  t he i r 
“Amens” along with the gospel 
choir on stage.

• Former Boro Hall staf fer 
Bob Nolan bragging this was his 
36th SOB. We can only claim sit-
ting through 19. 

• Lotta folks, including some 
VIPs, grumbling they had to wait 

in line outside on the Conc be-
fore they were let in. Thankfully, 
it wasn’t snowing.

• It’s not easy being green. 
Seems this year’s seating ar-
rangements were color-codes, 
with various colored signs taped 
to seat, depending on how close 
folks were placed to the front.  
Community Board 10 Chair John 
Marano boasting Ruben “actu-
ally put us in the yellow seats.”

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Feb. 24 - Former ‘Sopranos’ 

actor Dominic Chianese
Feb. 24 - Former city Com-

m i s s i o n e r  o f  R e c o r d s ,  a n d 
‘Boardwalk Empire’ extra Brian 
Andersson

March 1 - Bronx Democratic 
Committee exec director Ischia 
Bravo 

M a rch  2  -  Y idd i sh  w r i t e r 
Sholem Aleichem (1859-1916)

M a r c h  5  -  F r a n  M a h o n y 
Reilly, female district leader in 
the east Bronx 82nd Assembly 
District.

March 6 - Former Bronx Boro 
Prez (and failed mayoral candi-
date) Adolfo Carrion.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

chairman Father Richard 
Gorman said the loss of the 
CVS has had an impact on 
the local community.

“When you lose any 
store,” he said, “it affects 
the community.”

Gorman said that com-
munity members use the 
CVS as a convenience store 
when they can’t get to a su-
permarket. More impor-
tantly he said, it puts a bur-
den on the elderly and ill 
who now have to travel far-
ther for their medication.

“When you’re an older 
person, fi ve or six blocks 
might as well be fi ve or six 

miles,” Gorman said.
The Allerton Avenue 

CVS  is half a mile from the 
former Burke Avenue loca-
tion.

Gorman said the col-
lapse of the roof concerns 
him, and that he will be 
following up with the city 
Department of Buildings, 
which is investigation the 
cause of the collapse.

Buildings spokeswoman 
Kelly Magee said the inves-
tigation into the collapse is 
still ongoing. The prelimi-
nary cause of the collapse, 
she said, is the failure of 
metal roof trusses.

But Magee also said that 

when snow begins to melt 
on roofs it can cause a col-
lapse.

The department had is-
sued a weather advisory 
warning on day the col-
lapse, cautioning people 
that melting snow that col-
lects on roofs can threaten 
the structural integrity of 
a building, and that weak, 
fl at roof structures are 
more likely to collapse un-
der the weight of melting 
snow.

“The department has 
been urging property own-
ers to clear snow off their 
roofs when possible,” Ma-
gee said.

Senior concerns after CVS loss
From Page 1

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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HEEL TO TOE FOOT CENTER, LLC
3555 E. TREMONT AVE., BRONX, NY 10465

PH: 718-828-5300 FAX: 718-828-0026

SALVATION SURGICAL SUPPLIES

SALE
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