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Squeeze play on Pelham Parkway

REACHING OUT TO
FAMILIES IN NEED

Firefi ghters work on blaze as it tears through homes at 1018-20 Dean Ave. in Throggs Neck 
on Thursday, Feb. 13   Photo by Edwin Soto

Throggs Neck 
community donates

to fi re victims
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

The Throggs Neck com-
munity is coming together 
to help after a horrific lo-
cal fire that injured 19 and 
left three families home-
less.

Donations of cash and 
gift cards were being ac-
cepted at St. Benedict’s 
Church after the Thursday, 
Feb. 13 fi re that destroyed 
one home and severely 
damaged an attached one 
on Dean Avenue near Bar-

kley Avenue.
 Five fi refi ghters and 

14 civilians were injured, 
mostly from smoke inha-
lation, with three of the ci-
vilians suffering major but 
non-life threatening inju-
ries, fi re offi cials said.

The Pirraglia family, 
which owned the destroyed 
building at 1018 Dean Ave., 
also had just lost a grand-
mother when the acciden-
tal electrical fi re broke out 

Continued on Page 4

State of
the Boro
Address

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
There’s a “New Bronx” 

a’coming, with much of it al-
ready here or close at hand, Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
believes.

It was all part of his mantra 
that he spread at his annual State 
of the Borough speech, focusing 
on safety, education and expan-
sion in the coming year for the 
Bronx.

It ranged from applauding the 
coming of the new Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center to announc-
ing an effort to fi nally fi x, once 
and for all, the dreaded Cross-
Bronx Expresway.

Looking to the future

With an eye to the future, the 
speech also focused on bringing 
four Metro-North commuter sta-
tions to the borough, ferry ser-
vice to Soundview, and fi nding 
an intelligent re-purposing for 
the General Post Offi ce on the 
Grand Concourse.

Because of print deadlines, 
this story is based on an ad-
vanced copy of his speech, deliv-
ered Thursday at Hostos College 
on the Grand Concourse before a 
crowd of city and local electeds, 
civic, business and other lead-
ers.

As he enters his second full 
term in offi ce, Diaz’s fi fth State 
of the Borough speech came as 
the borough has seen dramatic 
drops in crime, undergone a ma-
jor shift in education with doz-
ens of new charter schools, and 
a growing economy in both retail 
and commercial enterprise. 

Partnerships

“The Bronx is transforming, 
all around us. We are writing a 
new chapter of the history of our 
borough,” Diaz said according to 

Continued on Page 4

Truck driver tries to fi gure out a way 
through along Pelham Parkway South 
service road after being hemmed in, 
with controversial four-foot wide side-
walk on park side no help. 
 By Dr. David Stevens

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
This time it was two trucks 

that couldn’t get through.
But protestors over a nar-

rowed service road on Pelham 
Parkway South’s service road say 
next time it could be a fi retruck.

Despite community protests 
over potentially blocked emer-
gency vehicles, the city built a 
four-foot wide sidewalk on the 
park side of the road in 2012.

With winter snow and ice 
making it even narrower, two 
large delivery trucks found 

themselves blocked in between 
Williamsbridge Road and Jacobi 
Medical Center on Friday, Feb. 14 
because they could not squeeze 
past two illegally parked cars on 
each side of the road near Narra-
gansett Avenue. 

Community Board 11’s John 
Fratta, its administrative man-
ager who is overseeing the 
parkway reconstruction for the 
board, said that snow and ice ex-
acerbated the problem because 
drivers could not park cars right 
up against the curb. 

“This just reinforces what we 
have said over and over again 
with DDC (Department of Design 
and Construction), that placing 
that sidewalk there and narrow-
ing the roadway is dangerous 
and could become a nightmare,” 
he said.

“The bottom line is if a 
fi retruck had to get through in a 
situation like we had Friday, the 
fi retruck would not get through. 
That has been our bone of conten-
tion since Day One when those 

Continued on Page 11
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It’s still no. 
The City Island Civic 

Association will con-
tinue to legally chal-
lenge a plan to build a 
senior apartment build-
ing on the island. 

After major oppos-
tion, the developer 
scaled down its original 
plan by 75%, but the asso-
ciation is still not happy 
over the revised plan by 
the Italian Hospital So-
ciety, which is seeking a 
variance on local zoning 
regulations.

The CICA filed an-
other challenge to the 
variance application be-
fore the Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals on 
Tuesday, Feb. 11.

The case is due back 
before the BSA on Tues-
day, Feb. 25, with pre-
liminary discussions on 
Monday, Feb. 24.

The renewed chal-

lenge came as the IHS 
presented a scaled-
down building plan that 
switched it from an as-
sisted living facility 
with programing and 
214-units, to a 54-unit se-
nior apartment complex 
without programing at 
Schofield Street and City 
Island Avenue. 

The BSA previously 
turned down zoning 
variances for the 214-
unit facility and for an-
other plan that called for 
150 beds. 

Community Board 
10’s Housing and Zoning 
Committee voted unani-
mously on Wednesday, 
Feb. 12 not to support the 
latest zoning variance. 

“It was a resounding 
no, they had no interest 
in supporting that reso-
lution,” said Kenneth 
Kearns, CB 10 district 
manager. 

“There was a lot of 

consideration, a lot 
weighing, and debate,” 
he said. “We just felt 
that the last presenta-
tion really did not really 
answer the community’s 
questions, and it almost 
continually violated 
community standards, 
so we voted it down.” 

He added that the 
board objected because 
the plan would still put 
a residence for frail se-
niors into a flood plain 
(post Superstorm Sandy), 
and still exceeded the 
floor area ratio for resi-
dential buildings on City 
Island. 

Questions were also 
left unanswered about 
parking, handicapped 
parking, sanitation, or 
any services that may be 
available for the elderly 
population, he said. 

The IHS also passed 
on four alternate plans 
that would have offered 

less dense developments 
for the location, and 
stuck to their senior 
housing plan, Kearns 
added. One of the alter-
nate plans called for just 
21 units.    

CICA President Bill 
Stanton called the IHS’s 
presentations and ac-
tions “duplicitous.” 

Judging from the 
track record of its deal-
ings with the commu-
nity, he said he saw no 
reason for a change of 
course. 

John Doyle, CICA 
corresponding secre-
tary, said that it was 
his understanding that 
the IHS still wanted 
to charge upwards of 
$1800 per month with-
out any supportive ser-
vices. 

“From an anecdotal 
standpoint, there is a 
lot of real estate on City 
Island where you can 

get a lot more land for a 
lot less money than the 
Italian Hospital Soci-
ety board members are 
proposing,” said Doyle. 

Any discussion of 
building at the location 
would also have to in-
volve environmental 
remediation, accord-

ing to BSA filings, as 
the site at 222/32 City 
Island Avenue was con-
taminated when it was 
a boat-building yard. 

Dr. Domenico Mi-
gnone, IHS president, 
did not respond to a re-
quest for comment as of 
press time.

City Island Civic Association opposes latest plan for senior home

These plans were part of documents fi led by the IHS showing what 
the most recent proposed senior housing facility would look like.  

Still a ‘no go’ on City Island project

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
A proposed law by 

Bronx legislators is tak-
ing aim at curbing play-
ground shootings.

“Luisito’s Law,” named 
after a 4-year-old boy who 
was shot in the arm this 
summer while playing at 
a West Farms, was intro-
duced in the state legisla-
ture Wednesday, Feb. 19.

Senator Jeff Klein, 
Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda, and other Bronx 
representatives gathered 
with Luisito’s family at 
Vidalia Park that day to 
announce the law, which 
would increase minimum 
sentences for anyone 
who shoots a gun within 
500 feet of a park, play-
ground or schoolyard, and 
for those who shoot kids 
younger than 10-years-
old.

Luis “Luisito” Oyola Jr. 
was stuck by one of multi-
ple stray bullets during a 
fi ght that broke out in the 

park, on 180th Street and 
Vyse Avenue.

“We need to get tougher 
on the dummies that 
are going around shoot-
ing like it’s the wild wild 

west,” said Lorine Padilla, 
Oyola’s grandmother. 
“We need to send a mes-
sage that is a deterant to 
them.”

The man who shot Oy-
ola is awaiting trial on as-
sault charges that carry a 
minium penalty of 1.5 to 4 

years in prison. If the law 
passes, those who shoot a 
gun in a park could face 
3.5 to 15 years, and those 
who shoot a child under 
age ten would face a min-
ium of 5 to 25 years.

“This legislation will 
send a message to crimi-
nals that if they bring 
violence into the lives of 
these innocent children, 
they will face serious time 
behind bars,” said Assem-
byman Sepulveda.

Sepulveda said this is-
sue is personal to him be-
cause he lives in the neigh-
borhood and often goes to 
that park with his family.

“What if that day it had 
been me, my wife and our 
two-year-old child in the 
park?” he asked.

Padilla described how 
painful it was to watch 
the doctors at St. Barna-
bas digging around in her 
grandson’s arm to try and 
pull the bullet out.

“My grandson was be-

ing a three-year-old boy 
when this idiot decided it 
was ok to pull out a gun 
and shoot,” she said.

She urged other mem-
bers of the legislature to 
pass the bill.

“Luisito’s Law” is part 
of a recent push to further 
reduce gun violence in 
New York. Other efforts 
that Senator Klein has 
championed include the 
NY SAFE act, which tight-
ened gun control, and Op-
eration SNUG, which uses 
former criminals or gang 
members to mentor at-risk 
youth in hopes of reducing 
violence.

But this proposed law 
is specifi cally about keep-
ing young children safe, 
and the people who harm 
them behind bars.

“We are not going to al-
low our playgrounds to be-
come shooting galleries,” 
Klein said. “If you take 
aim at our children, we 
will fi re back you.”

Proposed law named after West Farms shooting victim

Saving children from gun violence

We are not 
going to allow 

our playgrounds 
to become 
shooting 
galleries.

Senator Jeff Klein

Four-year-old Luis &quot;Luisito&quot; Oyola (right), stands in 
front of Vidalia Park with his twin sister, Braelyn and grandmother 
Lorine Padilla at the announcement ofLuisito’s Law.   
            Photo by Aracelis Batista
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mGARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

A YOU CAN SEE!

The complete terms are in the offering plan available from sponsor file #H13-0001.

Townhomes starting at $249,900

At Baker Residential we take pride in our quality homes, unparalleled customer service 
and attention to every detail. Your home is designed with you in mind so it will be both 
comfortable and functional. See the difference at Maple Fields! 

Our luxurious townhome designs feature:            Enjoy great amenities such as:

GRAND OPENING!
Visit our Sales Office today to learn about special incentives available!

1 Maple Fields Dr. Middletown, NY • GPS Address: 31 Schutt Rd., Town of Wallkill, NY 10940 
Sales Hours: 10am-5pm and By Appointment

• 3 bedrooms with attached 2-car garages
• Gourmet-inspired kitchens
•  Formal dining rooms and much more!

•  Outdoor Pool
• Magnificent clubhouse
• Basketball Court

Maple-Fields.com • 914-461-9208

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Oh, deer —but how 

many deer are here?
City Islanders who 

have insisted for years 
that Pelham Bay Park’s 
roads need deer warning 
signs may soon be getting 
the evidence to back up 
their claims.

The city Department 
of Parks and Recreation 
is taking the first step in 
its plan to count the bor-
ough’s deer population 
this month, sending small 
planes equipped with 
heat-seeking cameras 
over Pelham Bay Park, 
along with Van Cortlandt 
Park, Riverdale Park and 
Bronx Park.

Debate needs ‘teeth’

The planes cruise 
1,000 feet above the park 
and use infrared radar to 
hone in on the deer living 
within. Combined with 
the results of a ground 
survey, the Parks Depart-
ment will soon have a 
baseline count of just how 
many does and stags call 
the Bronx home.

The project costs Parks 
$19,000, but could be 
priceless for City Island-
ers looking to add teeth 
to their argument that 
the stag situation is dire 
enough for Pelham Bay 
Park to have signs alert-
ing drivers to the deer 
danger.

“There have been deer 
in that park for years,” 
said Barbara Dolensek of 
the City Island Civic Asso-
ciation, which voted at its 
January meeting to pen a 
letter to the city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
asking them for the warn-
ing signs.

Danger to cars?

Dolensek said she first 
spotted a buck standing 
in the road between Or-
chard Beach and Bartow 
Circle eight years ago. 
Just a couple months ago, 
she had to slow down her 
car to avoid a young doe 

standing at the entrance 
of Orchard Beach.

“I know that you need 
to proceed with caution,” 
she said. “We need the 
signs in there telling peo-
ple to watch out for these 
deer.”

Stags seen in West 

Bx

Deer have also been 
sighted in the west Bronx, 
said Christina Taylor, ex-
ecutive director of Friends 
of Van Cortland Park.

“I don’t see them a huge 
amount, but we do see 
them from time to time,” 
Taylor said.

She said the deer likely 
follow the parkways down 
from Westchester County 

before nestling in her local 
park. Parks staff members 
walking through the trees 
early in the morning, she 
added, have noticed the 
stags roaming about.

Dolensek guessed that 
about a dozen deer may 
live in Pelham Bay Park, 
while Taylor said she had 
“no idea” how many deer 
had taken up residence in 
Van Cortland Park. 

The Parks survey 
should provide clarity on 
the issue. The agency says 
it will use its baseline 
deer count to track deer 
population changes over 
time, and then use it as a 
resource to manage deer 
population.

Parks Dept. to monitor deer population

The Parks Department will soon know just how many deer live in 
the borough’s parks.  The deer population has been increasingly 
meandering south from residential areas of Westchester and 
northern regions into local borough parks. AP Exchange

Bronx Bambi 
head count 



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

 F
e

b
r

u
a

r
y

 2
3

, 2
0

1
4

   
  4

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

that morning in the mid-
dle of a fi erce snowstorm. 

Outpouring of help

“People have been re-
ally generous,” said Fa-
ther Stephen Norton, 
pastor of St. Benedict’s 
Church, where the Pir-
raglias are parishioners. 
“Because we are who we 
are, obviously and most 
importantly, they are ask-
ing for prayers,” as well as 
for fi nancial assistance, 
he said of some of the vic-
tims. 

The parish decided to 
accept cash donations in 
church and at the rectory, 
and gift cards to local de-
partment stores because 
they did not have the abil-
ity to accept clothing and 
household items, he added, 
with the drive continuing 
through the weekend. 

“They suggested and 
asked if we could help 
them out fi nancially and 
with pre-paid cards, and 
people have been really 

good about that,” said Nor-
ton.  

“It is tough because of 
the fi re of course, but the 
people who own the build-
ing were in the process of 
trying to bury a grand-
mother,” he added.  

Hampered by storm

The four-alarm blaze 
tore through 1018-20 Dean 
Avenue the day of one of 
the worst Nor’easters of 
the season, starting on 
the fi rst fl oor and quickly 
spreading the second and 
third fl oors.

The snow fall and 
winds from the Nor’easter 
made fighting the fire es-
pecially difficult, since 
two attached homes are 
only one block from East-
chester Bay, said Fire 
Department spokesman 
Frank Dwyer.   

“It made for very dif-
fi cult conditions,” with 
the winds fanning the fi re 
even more, said Dwyer. 
“In addition, there were is-
sues with frozen hydrants 

that our fi refi ghters had to 
overcome.”

“The wind was blow-
ing from the bay, and the 
fi refi ghters were trying to 
spray water on the fi re,” 
said neighbor Richard Ta-
gliarino, “but it was going 
the other way.” 

He said he saw a child 
being taken out of the 
building in an ambulance. 

Frozen hydrant

Neighbor Anne Fucci, 
said she saw fi refi ghters 
trying to open a hydrant, 
“but it was frozen.”

 “The fi remen did an ex-
cellent job,” she said. “They 
were here all day long and I 
saw how they performed.” 

It took 170 fi refi ghters 
to put out the fi re, which 
was fi rst reported at 9:25 
a.m. and under control by 
12:26 p.m. 
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TN community reaches out to fi re victims

The Pirraglias are seen here during a graduation of the St. Bene-
dict’s School Playhouse. Their home sustained the brunt of the 
damage courtesy of Bailey Provetto

Firefi ghters had an especially diffi cult time fi ghting the blaze be-
cause of the snowstorm and the wind from the direction of East-
chester Ba  by Edwin Soto

From Page 1

State of the Borough Address

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., here hitting the streets in July 2013, believes the Bronx is booming.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

his draft speech. “And we 
are doing so in strong part-
nership with our institu-
tions, businesses, elected 
offi cials, non-profi ts and, 
most importantly, the 1.4 
million citizens who call 
the Bronx their home.”

Citing his new theme, 
he said “We are modern-
izing the Bronx—creating 
the “New Bronx”—and en-
suring its strength and vi-
tality not just today, but for 
centuries to come.”

Focusing on safety, Diaz 
cited “huge gains in crime 
prevention...settng the 
pace for the entire city.”

Safer borough

 With crime down to 
levels not seen since the 
early Sixties, he noted that 

the Bronx, by certain mea-
sure, is now a safer place 
to live than such cities at 
Philadelphia and Boston 
“and much safer than New 
Orleans or Washington, 
D.C.”

Noting that his offi ce 
has pumped almost $24 mil-
lion into 173 educational 
projects since he took of-
fi ce in 2009, Diaz pledged to 
keep working with school 
and university leaders “at 
every level to discuss capi-
tal needs, curriculum and 
the shared issues that face 
our public schools.”

Jobs and housing

And while the borough 
still struggles with some of 
the highest unemployment 
numbers in the state, Diaz 
pointed to the creation 

of more than 14,000 local 
jobs.

On the booming hous-
ing front, he boasted in-
vestments of more than 
$600 million, with nearly 
13,000 new units.

“We are a place of 
growth, a place where 
new business is moving 
and existing businesses 
are expanding,” he noted. 
We have seen hundreds of 
millions of dollars in new 
housing, and thousands 
of new jobs. We are seeing 
major new projects built 
here, and even bigger ideas 
on the horizon. We’re get-
ting safer. We’re market-
ing ourselves as a destina-
tion, and we’re receiving 
national and international 
attention for our efforts.” 

From Page 1
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
East Bronx detectives fi -

nally got their man.
 Nestor (Frankie) Mar-

rero, on the lam after fail-
ing to show up for a court 
date last summer on a 
string of charges involving 
home invasion burglaries 
in the east Bronx, was fi -
nally nabbed.

Police had feared he ran 
away to the Dominican Re-
public, where extradition 

laws are lax.
Instead, he was nabbed 

right in the Bronx, arrested 
for shoplifting at the Home 
Depot on Gun Hill Road in 
Allerton.

“They ran him through 
the computer and BINGO!” 
said Detective Bobby Rog-
ers of the 45th Precinct, the 
original case offi cer, “he 
had two outstanding war-
rants.”

Marrero was arraigned 
on Friday, Feb. 14 on a grand 
jury indictment charging 
him with several burglar-
ies, grand larcency and petit 
larcenies mostly involving 
elderly victims in Morris 
Park, City Island and other 
nearby neighborhoods.

This time, a judge or-
dered him held on $10,000 
cash bail or bond.

The 39-year-old career 
criminal had earlier been 
released twice without bail 
after being arrested for the 
east Bronx burglaries, but 

failed to show up for an Au-
gust 12 court hearing.

Police said the intmidat-

ing 6-foot-5, 350 pound for-
mer area window company 
employe used the repair-

man ruse to gain entry to 
the homes of elderly victims 
to rip them off while they 
weren’t looking.

Marrero had been fi red 
from the window company 
and either remembered 
some of his jobs or took 
work slips with him “so he 
had an excuse to enter the 
homes, supposedly to check 
on the windows,” said De-
tective Rogers.

A neighborhood fi xture 
around Morris Park and 
Throggs Neck, Marrero 
was arrested three times in 
June and August, charged 
with burglarizing local 
homes - twice with elderly 
or handicapped victims in-
side.

But at his two arraign-
ments, judges released him 
without bail, despite Mar-
rero being a predicate felon 
and prosecutors asking for 
high bail.

Police said Marrero 
failed to show up in court 

for a scheduled hearing on 
Aug. 12, with a new arrest 
warrant awaiting him for 
yet another burglary.

After an earlier story in 
the Bronx Times Reporter, 
yet another victim, who rec-
ognized Marrero’s mug shot 
in the paper, came forward.

Detective Rogers rushed 
the victim straight into the 
grand jury after interview-
ing him at his home, police 
said, with the jury issuing 
a felony indictment on the 
new burglary charge.

Rogers then went to 
court on Aug. 12 with the 
new arrest warrant. But 
when Marrero failed to 
show up, the judge issued 
a bench warrant for his ar-
rest for failing to appear.

Marrero’s landlord on 
Sampson Street told the de-
tective at the time that Mar-
rero had moved to the Do-
minican Republic with his 
wife, still owing him over 
$5,000 in unpaid rent.

On the lam since summer, busted for shoplifting 

E. Bronx burglary suspect trips up

Nestor ( Frankie) Marrero. NYPD photo

They ran him 
through the 

computer and 
Bingo, he had 

two outstanding 
warrants.

Detective Bobby Rogers
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SEN. KLEIN, MISS USA VALENTINES FOR VETS

Miss USA 2013 Erin Brady and state Senator Jeff Klein greet veteran Bynum Terry at Klein’s 19th Annual 
Valentines for Vets event at the James J. Peters VA Medical Center on Feb. 14. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Left to Right: Jim Mullarkey, Miss USA Erin Brady, state Senator Jeff Klein, Kathryn Cross, and Na-
heema Pack. Front: veteran George McGinnis. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

SESAME STREET VISTS WHEDCO
Elmo and Jenny the Music Teacher from Sesame Street Live’s Elmo Makes Music! visited children from 
Garden of Dreams partner organization, WHEDco, during their after school music class Fri., Feb. 14. 
 Courtesy WHEDco

CB 9 YANKEE YOUTH AWARDS
Five locals were honored for their efforts at improving quality of life within Community Board 9 
‚Äîwhich includes Soundview, Parkchester and Castle Hill‚Äîon Feb. 12. The helpful community mem-
bers netted Yankees Community Council Youth Leadership Awards at CB9’s district offi ce.
(L-r, back row): Chauncey Martin , Christina Valentin , Hector Valentin , Michael Valentin , Cheryl Mar-
row, Matthew Ibrahim , Jessica Caraballo Maribel Mercado and Yoram Rodriguez (Front row) Cathrine 
Perez and Diana Mohaber                                             Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Community representitives gathered 
Saturday, Feb. 15, for the grand open-
ing of C-Town supermarket in the 
Woodlawn area of the Bronx. The neigh-
borhood of Woodlawn had been with-
out a full-service supermarket for 22 
months.&#xA;&#xA;From left to right: As-
semblyman Dinowitz (D-Riverdale); Abdul 
Hamid, co-owner of C-Town; Senator Jef-
frey D. Klein (D-Bronx/Westchester); Ja-
mal Hamid, co-owner of C-Town; Kenneth 
Switzer, representative of Congressman 
Eliot Engel (D-NY-16); and Council Member 
Andy Cohen (D-Riverdale). 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce

KLEIN CUTS C-TOWN RIBBON
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

These special words are reserved for those 
individuals who have devoted their own life 
to improve the lives of others. This year the 
Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth 

profi les, salutes 25 Infl uential Bronx Women. 
Each woman’s unique accomplishments will 
be highlighted in a keepsake publication on 

April 11, 2014.

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2014!

Elba Cabrera
Board of Directors, Hostos Community College

Melissa Munoz Patterson
General Counsel,

Regional Aid for Interim Needs, Inc.

Sister Lesley Block, O.P.
Residence Manager, Thorpe Family Residence

Jessica Clemente
President/CEO, We Stay/Nos Quedamos, Inc.

Brigitte Lozada
Recreation Specialist, NYC Parks 

Aviva Davidson
Artistic Director, Dancing in the Streets

Michelle Dolgow Cristofaro
Chief-of-Staff, Bronx Chamber of Commerce

Shannon Lee Gilstad
Community Engagement Coordinator,

BronxCentric!: Bronx Movers and Shakers

Sister Mary Rita Miguel, S.de M.
Servants of Mary

Denise Matranga
Director,

Our Lady of the Assumption Parenting Center

Claudia V. Mera
Police Offi cer, 40th Precinct

Community Affairs Unit

Sabrina Kizzie
Real Estate Educator, Author

Melissa Barber
Medical Doctor, Interreligious Foundation

for Community Organization

Flora Montes
Board of Directors,

Bronx Museum of the Arts

Marianne O’Hea Anderson
Pelham Bay Park Administrator,

NYC Department of Parks and Recreation

Lilyanna Pekic
Keppler Title 

Gail Nathan
Executive Director,

Bronx River Art Center

Doris Quinones
Director of Development & Community Relations, 

Bronx House

Carla Precht
Founding Executive Director,

Bronx Children’s Museum

Véronica Torres
Consultant, New Yankee Stadium
Communnity Benefi ts Fund, Inc.

Holly Block
Executive Director,

Bronx Museum of the Arts

Andrea Verdesche
Owner, Andrea’s Dance Studios

Roseann Carotenuto
Bronx Superintendent of Schools,

Archdiocese of New York

Arlene Mukoko
Television Journalist, BronxNet Television

Cecilia DeBrino Hass
Assistant Director of Facilities Planning,

Einstein College of Medicine
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
A group of South Bronx-

ites is pleading with the city 
for a lift.

But the MTA claims that 
fi xing this particular lift is 
too tall of a task.

Locals in the South 
Bronx rallied Monday Feb. 
17 outside the subway sta-
tion on the Grand Con-
course and E. 149th Street, 
where over 30 years ago an 
elevator once transported 
riders from the mezzanine 
down either one fl oor to 
the No. 4 IRT line, or down 
two fl ights to the No. 2 and 
5 lines.

Decades of disrepair

The lift has been out of 
operation for decades now. 
And a $19 million renova-
tion to the station, com-
pleted in December 2013, 
did not include elevator re-
pairs.

That leaves the over 
13,000 straphangers that 
use the stop daily to their 

own devices as they climb 
and descend the 83 steps 
from street level to the 2 and 
5 trains on the station’s bot-
tom fl oor.

“There’s an imminent 
danger here,” charged John 
“Indio” Washington, who 
lived in the area back when 
the elevator worked. “We 
have mothers with stroll-
ers, and so many people 
with asthma. How can we 
ask them to come up three 
fl ights of stairs by them-
selves?”

Rallying for a lift

Protesters from the 
South Bronx Community 
Congress have been pres-
suring the MTA to fi x the 
lift since 2012, when a group 
of disgruntled seniors liv-
ing at the Michaelangelo 
Apartments brought the is-
sue to their attention.

Since then, they’ve 
staged two rallies at the site 
and collected hundreds of 
signatures from commu-

nity groups and students at 
nearby Hostos Community 
College.

But the MTA has no 
plans to budge on the issue. 
The agency has already 

agreed to install elevators 
at 100 stations citywide by 
2020 to abide by American 
Disabilities Act guidelines 
—and the E. 149th Street 
and Grand Concourse is not 

among the chosen stations.
Straphangers who are 

either disabled or who want 
to avoid the stairs can hop 
on the Bx19 bus one stop to 
the Third Avenue 2/5 sta-

tion, which has elevators.
Need not as high?

The E. 149th/Grand Con-
course station was kept out 
of the elevator plan partly 
because other stations had 
a greater need, said an 
MTA spokesperson.

Though the station is 
near landmarks like the 
General Post Offi ce and the 
heavily used Gateway Mall, 
it only ranked 109th in the 
city’s 2012 ridership ranks. 
The Third Avenue stop on 
the other hand ranked 48th 
with over 24,000 straphang-
ers coming through daily. 

But locals are not giv-
ing up just yet. They plan 
to ramp up the pressure 
with another, larger rally 
with Hostos students in 
March.

If that doesn’t work, 
there’s always divine inter-
vention, said longtime lo-
cal Alonso Correa:

“We may just have to 
wait for a miracle.”

South Bronx residents urge MTA to fi x long-dormant elevator

Locals rallied Feb. 17 for the MTA to restore elevator service to the 2/4-5 line subway at Grand Con-
course and E. 149th Street. Photo by Ben Kochman

Rally for Grand Concourse subway lift

These Bronx Polar Bear Club members join hands to play Ring Around The Rosy Cheeks in the icy waters. 
 Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

While the rest of us shivered, these thrill seekers and fi tness 
enthusiasts enjoyed a swim in the frigid waters off Orchard 
Beach during the Bronx Polar Bear Plunge on Saturday, Feb. 
15. The event’s theme was ‚“Take the Plunge with Someone 
You Love”
(Above) Liga Freimane strikes an Arctic Sport Illustrated 
swimwear issue pose.

POLAR BEARS
BRONX

AT ORCHARD BEACH
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HEEL TO TOE FOOT CENTER, LLC
3555 E. TREMONT AVE., BRONX, NY 10465

PH: 718-828-5300 FAX: 718-828-0026

SALVATION SURGICAL SUPPLIES

SALE





11
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  F
e

b
r

u
a

r
y

 2
3

, 2
0

1
4

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

WEST BRONX BRAWL
That brewing challenge by 

west Bronx City Councilman Fer-
nando Cabrera to state Sena-
tor Gustavo Rivera has elic-
ited a response from Gustavo that 
boiled down, translates to “Bring 
it on!”

Rivera told us he’d rather be 
working to see more Democrats 
around the state elected to the 
Senate – to regain their DULY 
ELECTED majority without Jeff 
Klein’s breakaway four-member 
Independent Democratic Confer-
ence tilting it away by co-leading 
with the Republicans.

But that said, Gustavo had two 
responses about the Cabrera chal-
lenge:

Formally: “We live in a democ-
racy and he is entitled to run if 
that’s what he wants to do. Ulti-
mately, I am focusing on my con-
stituency.”

Informally: “If he wants a fi ght, 
he’s going to get one.”

As for Dem Par ty backing, 
while it’s probably a headache 
for Party Boss Carl Heastie to 
have to deal with two incumbents 

going head-to-head in a primary, 
it looks as if the party’s resources 
will be available to Gustavo, at 
least for petition gathering, since 
he does not have that strong an or-
ganization at this point.

SOUTH BRONX BRAWL
So, with petitioning due to be-

gin March 2 for the congressio-
nal races, we eagerly await word 
from Councilwoman Anna-
bel Palma if she’s serious about 
challenging south Bronx Con-
gressman Jose Serrano.

We keep hearing two sides 
to Joe’s strength or weakness if 
he actually fi nds himself facing a 
challenge for the June 24 congres-
sional primary, after coasting into 
offi ce challenge-free since 1990.

The naysayers cite the fact that 
he’s only got $17,000 in the cam-
paign kitty and no real organiza-
tion to carry his petitions, do the 
door knocking and phone bank-
ing.

The other camp says he could 
still easily clobber a challenger, 
given that he’ll still have party 
backing as an incumbent, easily 
get union support, and as ranking 

member of the all-powerful House 
Appropriations Committee, can fi ll 
his campaign coffers overnight 
from various fat cats.

Meanwhile, it looks like clear 
sailing for both Congressmen El-
iot Engel and Joe Crowley.

With Manhattan/north Bronx 
state Senator Adriano Es-
paillat and the Domincan camp 
breathing down his neck, Char-
lie Rangel’s situation COULD 
be another matter. But more about 
that later.

STAY TUNED
Sorry to be a tease, but we’re 

sworn to secrecy and can’t say it 
out loud right now. But get ready 
for an announcement that is gonna 
shake the local political world in 
a wide swath of the north Bronx. 
Hopefully, you’ll be seeing it in the 
column when it goes up on the 
web Thursday (bxtimes.com) and 
in print on Friday.

SNOOKI SIGHTING
Former “girls just wanna have 

fun” Assemblywoman Naomi 
(Snooki) Rivera seen working 
the room at last weekend’s 43rd 
annual conference of the state 

legislative black, Puerto Rican and 
Hispanic Conference in Albany.  
The annual gathering attracts mi-
nority lawmakers, leaders and 
community members from across 
the state as well as a traditional 
who’s who of state politicians. 
Anybody know what she’s been up 
to these days, give a call....

BIG NIGHT
Big night Wednesday, Feb. 26 

as the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce holds The Bronx Centen-
nial Gala at the Marina del Rey, 
with special guests Boro Prez 
Ruben Diaz Jr., music legend 
Jose Feliciano and hocky 
great Mark Messier.

Honorees will be Montefi ore 
Medical Center, the Trump Golf 
Course at Ferry Point Park, Si-
mone Development Marriott Ho-
tel and Kingsbridge National Ice 
Center.

Black tie is optional, but hey, 
spiff it up for this $250 a seat 
event and help make the Bronx 
shine.

CAMERA SHY
BronxNet’s cable TV BronxTalk 

host Gary Axelbank grousing 

a short list of local electeds are 
camera shy, not returning phone 
calls or accepting requests to be 
interviewed.

We have the names, but we’ll 
cut them some slack - for now. 
So call Gary, awright awready!

COP CORNER
Bronx in the house. With 

new PC Bill Bratton making his 
chess moves at 1 Police Plaza, it’s 
interesting to note the high ranking 
moves include two among a num-
ber of brass who’ve made their 
bones in the Bronx before mov-
ing up the greasy pole. Bratton 
on Tuesday named former Bronx 
Chiefs of Detectives Joseph 
Resnick and Robert Boyce 
as heads of the Internal Affairs 
Bureau and Chief of Detectives, 
respectively.

A good man. He may have 
squeezed our shoes, as cops say, a 
few time, but former Four-Four De-
tective Squad boss, Lt. Jim Ru-
ane, done good for his 27 years 
on the job, and most lately keeping 
us safe at night with the Joint Ter-
rorism Task Force, crossing over 
next month to the Fordham Uni-

versity “police department.” Best 
of luck, you mean man!

Thirty and out. First Grade 
Detective Vic Harris, the senior 
man at the 40th Precinct squad in 
Mott Haven kickin’ it in after 30 
years, with a shindig Thursday 
night at Michaelangelo’s on Arthur 
Ave.  

Gremlin. Oops, sorry, we 
had a mind melt in the print col-
umn last week. It’s First Deputy 
Commisioner RAFAEL Pinei-
ro (another former Bronx boss). 
Apologies.

ON BOARD
Elvin Garcia, who worked 

as a regional fi eld director for May-
or Bill’s general election, named as 
his Bronx borough director at the 
Community Affairs Unit in City Hall

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
To Hunter College journalism 

Prof. Buddy Stein, celebrating 
his fi fth year as editor at the Mott 
Haven Herald.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Feb. 18 - Congressman Eliot 

Engel
Feb. 25 - Sylvia Lask (Hap-

py 80th!)

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

sidewalks were installed.” 
At the scene on Friday, 

truck driver Frank Reyn-
olds, 51, with about 20 
years experience, said the 
two illegally parked cars 
made it diffi cult for him to 
proceed. 

“I don’t want to risk it, 
and the police offi cer here 
told me not to risk it,” he 
said as he sat parked on 
the street. “I would have 
stopped on my own.” 

Reynolds said he was 

concerned that the edges 
of steps on the side of his 
rig would hit the cars. 

Another stuck truck 
driver, Benjamin Soto, 
who said he was delivering 
supplies to Jacobi, had to 
back up several blocks to 
Williamsbridge Road. 

Dr. David Stevens, a 
dentist whose practice is 
along Pelham Parkway 
South, fi led a since dis-
missed legal challenge to 
get the city to dismantle 
sidewalk. He again voiced 

his concerns about the 
roadway. 

“It is a horrible road,” 
he said, “There is no wig-
gle room here.” 

Fratta said that further 
legal action could become 
a possibility if emergency 
vehicles are blocked from 
getting to the scene of an 
emergency and people are 
injured.

The only acceptable so-
lution to the problem, he 
said, is to remove the side-
walk completely. 

Squeeze play on Pelham Parkway
From Page 1

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
for exciting  
new experiences.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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