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WEILER
ER WAIT
CRUNCH
Monte addresses community concerns

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The Bronx’s biggest hospi-

tal is dealing with a major over-
crowding problem.

Now Montefi ore Medical 
Center and an east Bronx Com-
munity Board are hashing out a 
strategy to fi x it.

Hospital brass met with Com-
munity Board 11 Tuesday Feb. 11 
to brainstorm ways to ease what 
locals say are unbearable wait 
times for care in the emergency 

room at Monte’s Weiler Division 
on the Albert Einstein Campus.

Monte staff at the meeting ad-
mitted that they’ve had to deal 
with overcrowding at its in-pa-
tient units —meaning those with 
overnight beds — for years now. 

“It’s not an easy issue,” said 
Beverly Michael, executive di-
rector at the Weiler Campus. 
“We’ve tackled this problem for 
a while.”

Continued on Page 4

Pothole
hell on

Bx wheels
BY BEN KOCHMAN

Bronx motorists are having 
a hole bunch of trouble getting 
around this winter.

The season’s crop of snow-
storms have been tearing up the 
borough’s roads as drivers tear 
out their hair over fl at tires and 
bent tire rims from potholes.

The city’s Department of 
Transportation said it has dis-
patched over 1,000 crews to patch 
up the potholes.

For frustrated drivers dodg-
ing the craters, it’s been a bumpy 
ride.

“The infrastructure of the city 
right now is terrible,” said Mar-
vin Kamiel, who says his morn-
ing commute south on the Major 
Deegan Expressway from Van 
Cortland Park to Port Morris has 
ballooned from 15 minutes to 45 
minutes this winter as drivers 
slow down and swerve to avoid 
holes in the highway.

Motorist outrage

DOT says its crews are on the 
case. Since Jan. 1, the city agency 
has fi lled more than 75,000 pot-
holes across the fi ve boroughs, in-
cluding 14,370 in the Bronx.

Its average response time to a 
pothole complaint —which can be 
made through 311 or at DOT’s web-
site The Daily Pothole — through 
January was a mere 1.72 days, said 
an agency spokesman.

But motorists whose vehicles 
have been battered by the potholes 
are still fuming.

“They come out of nowhere, and 
then BANG,” said Amauri Peralta 
of West Farms, whose front right 
tire was bent out of shape by a gap-
ing hole in the right hand lane of 
the northbound FDR just before 
the Willis Avenue Bridge.

“When you hit it, you know 
you hit it.”

Continued on Page 4

Crazy Hat Day At OLA
Fourth-grader Kevin Glenn goes all Teletubbie at Our Lady of the Assump-
tion School’s Crazy Hat and Sock Day on Wednesday, Jan. 29. Glenn got 
some assistance from lunch mother Erika Neri. Crazy Hat and Sock Day 
was part of the Pelham Bay elementary school’s celebration of Catholic 
Schools Week. 

Photo courtesy of Brenda Hernandez

Fight to save GPO getting sticky

Local leaders hope that the interior of 
the landmarked General Post Offi ce on 
the Grand Concourse won’t become a 
storage site. Photo by Aracelis Batista

BY BEN KOCHMAN
They should stuff their stor-

age somewhere else.
That’s what Bronx local lead-

ers are demanding as they try 
to infl uence the ultimate fate 
of the borough’s iconic General 
Post Offi ce with its Depression-
era murals.

“The building the way that 
it is now is ripe for, say, a stor-
age company to come in,” said 
Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. at a panel at New York Law 
School Friday Feb. 7. “And I will 

Krazy Glue myself to the door 
before I will allow that to hap-
pen.”

Locals locked out?

But it is unclear at this point 
if Diaz, or any other community 
leader for that matter, will have 
any say over what will happen 
to the four-story 159,000 square 
foot building on the Grand Con-
course and E. 149th Street.

 The United States Postal 
Service already listed it for sale 
in January despite a years-long 
protest from local community 

groups and elected offi cials.
USPS has said it needs to 

close a yawning $20 billion bud-
get gap by 2015.

After the agency sells the 
property, it plans to wash its 
hands of it entirely.

“Future uses of the facility are 
not within our decision-making 
equation,” USPS spokesperson 
Connie Chirichello stated in an 
email.

Diaz may have to break out 
the Elmer’s Glue-All.

Continued on Page 11
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Shop In Our 
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Pages 
and Save 

Money

A YOU CAN SEE!

The complete terms are in the offering plan available from sponsor file #H13-0001.

Townhomes starting at $249,900

At Baker Residential we take pride in our quality homes, unparalleled customer service 
and attention to every detail. Your home is designed with you in mind so it will be both 
comfortable and functional. See the difference at Maple Fields! 

Our luxurious townhome designs feature:            Enjoy great amenities such as:

GRAND OPENING!
Visit our Sales Office today to learn about special incentives available!

1 Maple Fields Dr. Middletown, NY • GPS Address: 31 Schutt Rd., Town of Wallkill, NY 10940 
Sales Hours: 10am-5pm and By Appointment

• 3 bedrooms with attached 2-car garages
• Gourmet-inspired kitchens
•  Formal dining rooms and much more!

•  Outdoor Pool
• Magnificent clubhouse
• Basketball Court

Maple-Fields.com • 914-461-9208

J&N
ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE

All Year Service

(718) 823-1335

1643 Crosby Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461

1 Block from 

Buhre Avenue 

6 Train

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Goodbye Bronxdale  — 

and hello Allerton.
East Bronx locals long 

confused about where ex-
actly they live are cheering 
the City Planning Depart-
ment’s decision to change 
its maps to refl ect what 
they actually call their 
neighborhood.

Where there once was 
“Bronxdale” —approxi-
mately bordered by north 
of Pelham Parkway, west 
of E. Gun Hill Road, east of 
Bronx Park East and south 
of Burke Avenue —there 
will soon be “Allerton.”

“It is a sign of our com-
munity coming together 
and restoring common 
sense,” said Gene DeFran-
cis, director of the Allerton 
International Merchants 
Association, a coalition of 
local businesses on Aller-
ton Avenue.

Google Maps has al-
ready been altered to 
update City Planning’s 
changes, while a ‘Pelham 
Parkway’ neighborhood 

was drawn in south of what 
is now Allerton.  

Since 2008, Google has 
allowed users to draw 
their own neighborhood 
lines with its “Mapmaker” 
feature. But the company 
reserves fi nal edit over its 
maps.

Both City Planning and 
Google decided to change 
those maps after a local 
push that began at Com-
munity Board 11 gained 
steam, with local electeds 
jumping into the fray.

On Jan. 28, a team of 
pols including Rep. Joe 
Crowley, Councilmember 
Jimmy Vacca, Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj and State 
Sen. Jeff Klein urged City 
Planning to change the 
maps on its “Community 
Data Portal,” among other 
resources. 

Those pols claimed vic-
tory Monday, Feb. 10, af-
ter receiving a letter from 
City Planning confi rming 
that the agency would up-
date its unoffi cial maps to 
include Allerton.

The ‘unoffi cial’ part of 
that is key. City Planning 
can’t draw offi cial bound-
aries for Allerton, nor for 
any other neighborhood, 
because there are no offi -

cial neighborhood bound-
aries in New York City.

Areas now being called 
Allerton and Pelham Park-
way are examples of how 
many headaches the city 

has caused mapmakers 
over time.

“Bronxdale” refers to a 
cotton farming village set-
tled in the 1880s and labeled 
on early maps on the west 

bank of the Bronx River at 
Boston Road, an area that 
today holds a parking lot 
for the Bronx Zoo.

Back then there wasn’t 
a Pelham Parkway or an 
Allerton.

Today most locals in 
Pelham Parkway and Al-
lerton simply use the ar-
ea’s biggest street to de-
scribe what neighborhood 
they are in, whether it’s 
Pelham Parkway North or 
South, or the Allerton Av-
enue commercial strip.

Bronx’s resident expert 
on these things, Borough 
Historian Lloyd Ultan, 
cautioned in January that 
the push for Allerton is 
in essence “creating a fi c-
tion, something that does 
not exist and has never ex-
isted.”

But the Allertoners —or 
is it Allertonians?—are far 
too excited to mind.

“These corrections will 
go a long way in putting us 
on the map!” boasted CB 
11’s district manager, Jer-
emy Warneke.

‘Allerton’ now on the map

Allerton Avenue, the main strip of the newly recognized neighborhood of Allerton.            
                                            Photo by Walter Pofeldt 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
When a sea of green 

marchers roll down E. 
Tremont Ave. for the Bronx 
St. Patrick’s Parade, these 
three honorees will be sit-
ing pretty. 

The parade committee 
has selected Denis and Nor-
een Donoghue, a married 
couple from Throggs Neck 
who have spent their retire-
ment years volunteering at 
Calvary Hospital for more 
than a decade, as the 16th 
Annual Bronx St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade’s grand mar-
shals. 

Honored Clergy will 
be Mother Alice Mary 
McGowan, mother superior 
and CEO of Jeanne Jugan 
Residence on Schurz Ave-
nue in Throggs Neck. 

The parade kicks off 
at noon at E. Tremont and 
Lafayette avenues on Sun-
day, March 16, with a re-
viewing stand at Harding 
and E. Tremont avenues. 

“I feel wonderful about 
being honored here,” said 

Denis Donoghue. “It is re-
ally nice to be recognized, 
and it’s exciting for us.” 

Denis and Noreen met 
in Ireland when they were 
teenagers, with he hailing 
from County Kerry and she 
from County Cork.  

They were married in 
1958 in Throggs Neck at the 
Hideaway Inn on Pennyfi eld 

Avenue, a few years after 
they immigrated to Amer-
ica, said Noreen Donoghue. 

Calvary volunteers

She worked in catering, 
and he in refrigeration and 
restaurants, and they have 
been volunteering at Cal-
vary Hospital since their 
retirement in 2001.

He helps take patients to 
Mass and activities, and she 
brings patients ice and wa-
ter and helps feed those who 
cannot feed themselves. 

“When I was growing 
up, I always wanted to be a 
nurse,” she said. “I like to 
help sick people and those 
who cannot help them-
selves.”

Both Denis and Noreen 
are thrilled about being 
grand marshals, but they 
were also honored by the 
Kerrymen’s Patriotic & Be-
nevolent Association.

They are the proud par-
ents of Patrick (PJ), Noreen 
and Denis, and grandpar-
ents to seven. 

Noreen expressed her 

admiration for the Bronx 
and for the United States.

“The Bronx is just 
great,” she said. “We like 
the people and the conve-
niences.”

Mother Alice

Mother Alice was born 
in the Bronx, and was bap-
tized at St. Augustine Par-
ish, attending St. Philip 
Neri School and Aquinas 
High School.

She professed her vows 
as a Little Sister of the 
Poor in France, as all mem-
bers of that order do, and 
served her community in 
New Jersey, New York, and 
as well as in Baychester in 
the Bronx before landing in 
Throggs Neck. 

“I think it is a privilege 
to represent the clergy, and 
also my Irish heritage,” she 
said, adding that she could 
not get over the size of the 
parade. 

She has been the admin-
istrator of the Jeanne Jugan 
Residence for three years. 

The day of festivities 

will begin with a mass and 
breakfast for the marchers 
at St. Benedict’s Church. 

Every year after the 
parade, there are several 
parties and family get-to-

gethers, said Sheila Haney, 
parade committee member.

There is also a festive 
atmosphere in bars and res-
taurants on and around E. 
Tremont Ave. 

Grand marshals, honored clergy excited about March 16 parade

DENIS AND NOREEN DONOGHUE

MOTHER ALICE MARY MCGOWAN

St. Pat’s Parade honorees



“My rim is all bent,” 
said Edward Kopelow-
itz of Manhattan’s Upper 
East Side, who was be-
hind Peralta in line at Gi-
no’s Tire Repair in Port 
Morris after striking the 
same FDR crater. “It’s a 
disaster.”

Booming local biz

Both men were part 
of a line of damaged cars 
snaking around the block 
on St. Ann’s Avenue and 
Bruckner Boulevard 
Thursday, Feb. 6. Busi-

ness was booming at the 
tire repair shop, where 
a bent rim repair costs a 
minimum of $20.

“We’ve had a steady 
stream of customers all 
day,” said Renato Lopez, 
while his father Fran-
cisco —an Ecuadorian 
immigrant who was a 
bodybuilder in his youth 
—used a miniature 
sledgehammer to beat Ko-
pelowitz’s bent rim back 
into place.

Never-ending fi ght

The DOT’s ongoing ef-

fects to patch the city’s 
bruised streets will con-
tinue, especially with yet 
another power-packed 
snowstorm in the fore-
cast.

 In the Bronx, the agen-
cy’s crews spent Sunday, 
Feb. 9 resurfacing por-
tions of the northbound 
Bronx River Parkway be-
tween the Cross Bronx Ex-
pressway and Sagamore 
Street, closing two of the 
parkway’s three lanes in 
the process.

On Monday, crews be-

gan to tackle the Sheridan 
Expressway. southbound 
service road between 
Westchester Ave. and 
Freeman St. and Exterior 
Street between E. 138th 
St. and Third Avenue.

Besides the cost of all 
that manpower, the pot-
holes may end up costing 
the city cold hard cash. 
Motorists whose vehicles 
are damaged by potholes 
can fi le a claim with the 
City Comptroller’s offi ce 
to get reimbursed.

At press time, only 61 

motorists had fi led with 
the Comptroller since Nov. 
1. But an agency spokes-
man said more claims 

were likely on the way.
Motorists have 90 days 

after an incident to fi le the 
proper paperwork.

Two-way street

The problem came into 
sharp focus in March 
2013, when the healthcare 
titan took over the nearby 
bankrupt Westchester 
Square Medical Center. 
Among the many changes 
it made was to remove 140 
overnight beds.

But it’s not just the hos-
pital’s fault for the long 
bed wait, said Roberto 
Garcia, Montefi ore’s se-
nior director of commu-
nity and governmental 
relations.

The community needs 
to meet Montefi ore in the 
middle to fi x the prob-
lems, he said.

Many patients clog-
ging the Einstein emer-
gency room use Weiler as 
their primary healthcare 
facility —or are among 
the 269,000 Bronxites es-
timated to have no insur-
ance at all.

Monte’s been opening 
up Urgent Care Centers to 
deal with smaller issues 
such as ear infections and 
common colds, Garcia 
said. But locals need to 
use those sites to loosen 
up the jam at Weiler.

“Whether it’s a heart 
attack or a toothache, we 
can’t turn anyone away 
at Weiler,” Garcia said. 
“If we can refer people to 
those urgent care sites, 
then a lot of the space can 
be freed up.”

Another reason for the 
overcrowding is the mas-
sive number of Bronxites 
without health insurance, 
he noted. Those folks in-
stead wait until a health 
issue is dire enough to re-
quire an ER visit.

Uninsured locals have 
until March 31 to sign up 
for insurance under the 
Affordable Care Act be-
fore a fee kicks in. Those 
confused by the process 
can swing by a Monte site 
and ask for a “Certifi ed 
Application Counselor” 
to guide them.

More honesty on 

space

Locals at the meeting 
suggested that Montefi ore 
be more up front about the 
lack of bed space. 

Nurses at Weiler have 
reported that even with 
the added 21 beds Einstein 
put in on its seventh fl oor 
in December 2013, some 
patients spend the night 

in the hallway.
“You need to tell peo-

ple that the hospital is 
full,” said Pat Quaranta, 
a longtime community 
board member who serves 
on Einstein’s advisory 
board. “When people are 
waiting there with their 
loved ones, and they don’t 
know when they are go-
ing in, that makes it even 

worse.”
Spreading out pa-

tients

Part of the problem at 
Weiler may stem from a 
misunderstanding about 
how the newly renovated 
Montefi ore Westchester 
Square site works. 

Though that site has 
no overnight beds on its 
premises, patients can be 

quickly shuffl ed to one of 
Montefi ore’s other facili-
ties —which together con-
tain 1,512 beds — in the 
borough.

“The wait times at 
Westchester Square are 
actually lower a lot of the 
time,” Garcia said.

Monte brass said they 
would continue to show 
up at community meet-

ings to work on the issue 
—and locals plan to ramp 
up the pressure until the 
issues are resolved.

“This is something that 
we’ve let go,” said Marcy 
Gross, co-chair of the 
Board’s health committee. 
“The Bronx has been No.1 
in quality care since I’ve 
been born. We have to fi g-
ure out a way to fi x this.”
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MEMBER:

Roberto Garcia, senior director of community and governmental relations at Montefi ore Medical Center, and Beverly Michael, executive 
director at the Weiler Campus, strategize with Community Board 11 members on ways to decrease wait time at its Weiler Division in Morris 
Park. Photo by Ben Kochman

Montefi ore meets with Community Board 11 to discuss concerns

Potholes plague borough streets

Amauri Peralta is not a happy customer after his front right tire 
was bent out of shape by a tire-eating pothole on the FDR Drive 
just short of the WIllis Avenue Bridge. Photos by Ben Kochman
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
The Aldas are putting on 

a show.
The Bronx Museum of 

the Arts will host Arlene 
Alda, musician, writer, pho-
tographer, and wife of ac-
tor Alan Alda, as part of its 
“Back in the Bronx” series 
February 22. At the event 
Alda will answer questions 
about growing up in the 
Bronx, as posed by her hus-
band.

“I thought it would be 
fun if my husband got up 
and interviewed me,” she 
said. “I have no idea what 
he’s going to ask.”

Alda also plans to read 
parts of her recently com-
pleted manuscript, which 
features interviews with 
other famous former 
Bronxites.  The book, “Just 
Kids from the Bronx,” will 
be published February 
2015.

Alda said the idea for 
the book came from meet-
ing Mickey Drexler, CEO of 
J. Crew, at a friend’s house. 

They realized they had 
grown up in the same apart-
ment building near Aller-

ton Avenue, and went back 
and visited their old home 
together. After that experi-
ence, Alda said she wanted 
to learn what other promi-
nent Bronxites’ stories and 
infl uences are.

“It became a project in 
my mind,” she said.

Among those featured 
are: Regis Philbin, author 
Mary Higgins Clark, rapper 
Grandmaster Melle Mel, ar-
chitect Daniel Libeskind, 
astrophysicist Neil de-
Grasse Tyson, and borough 
historian Lloyd Ultan.

Alda said it was impor-
tant to her to include both 
this wide range of subjects 
as well as a range of time in 
order to create a fuller pic-
ture of the Bronx. 

Born in 1933, she de-
scribed her childhood in the 
1940s as a time when things 
were good. The daughter 
of Eastern European im-
migrants, Alda lived with 
her family of fi ve in a one-
bedroom apartment. But 
she said she spent her child-

hood outside playing street 
games such as marbles, 
handball and jump rope 
in her neighborhood, only 
heading home when it was 
time for dinner.

“It was a time of tremen-
dous freedom for kids and 
tremendous optimism for 
the future.”

Although Alda left the 
Bronx around 1957 to join 
the Houston Symphony and 
then moved to Manhattan, 
her father lived in her child-
hood home until he died in 
1986, so she returned often.

“I kept going back, I al-
ways enjoyed going back,” 
she said. “I always feel at 
home in the Bronx.”

Alison Chernow, the 
museum’s director of ex-
ternal affairs, said Alda 
was a natural choice for 
the series, which she hopes 
will make the museum a 
hub for former Bronxites. 
The museum plans to hold 
the events about every two 
months.

The event is noon, Satur-

day, Feb. 22, at the museum 
at 1040 Grand Concourse. 
Lunch will be provided. 

Tickets are $5 for museum 
members and $10 for non-
members.

Actor and writer wife return to her home borough

Arlene and hubby Alan Alda share a laugh. Former Bronx girl and 
husband best known for his role as Hawkeye Piere on TV series 
M*A*S*H will be a Bronx Museum of Arts Saturday, Feb. 22 to talk 
about her new book of interviews with famous former Bronxites.
 Photo courtesy of Arlene Alda

Alda at age 1 in front of her 
childhood apartment build-
ing near Allerton Avenue. She 
recalls photographers coming 
around the neighborhood with 
their ponies, hoping parents 
would pay for a photo.  
      Photo courtesy of Arlene Alda

The Alda’s at the Bronx Museum
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HuntingtonHelps.com

For over 36 years, Huntington’s highly trained 
tutors have given students the skills, con idence, 
and motivation needed to get back on the right 
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Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, confidence and grades.
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OVER GRADES? 

.

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The Bronx’s last Irish 

pub standing hit a major 
milestone this month. 

Though now Bedford 
Park’s The Jolly Tinker—
which turned 45 years old 
last week —stands in a 
neighborhood that hasn’t 
been Irish for decades. 

If 45 years doesn’t sound 
like that long —well, it isn’t, 
by New York City stan-
dards. Some Irish pubs in 
Manhattan date back to the 
mid-19th century.

But a quirk in the 
Bronx’s unique history, in 
which Irish families have 
moved every few genera-
tions, taking their beloved 
pubs with them, means 
that the Jolly Tinker is the 
boroough’s elder statesman 
of local Irish pubs.

“We’ve fi gured out how 
to navigate through the de-
cades,” said Michael Pren-
dergast Jr., the pub’s cur-
rent manager. “And I’m 
proud of that.”

Awash with green 

fl ags

Prendergast’s pub, on 
Webster Avenue at Bedord 

Park Blvd., is a relic of an 
era when Bedford Park was 
packed with Irish immi-
grants. Back then, Webster 
Avenue was awash with the 
green fl ags that today hang 
from storefronts further 
north on Katonah Avenue 
in heavily Irish Woodlawn.

Many Irish families 
moved into the Bedford 
Park area with the exten-
sion of the Third Avenue el-
evated subway line, which 
from 1955 to 1973 ran from 
the 149th Street Hub to Gun 
Hill Road, said Borough 
Historian Lloyd Ultan.

Among those fresh off 
the boat was Prendergast’s 
father, Michael Prendergast 
Sr., who opened the Jolly 
Tinker’s doors on Feb. 8, 
1969 after coming from Ire-
land’s County Waterford.

A meeting place

As more and more Irish 
families came over in the 
70’s and 80’s, the Jolly Tin-
ker was an essential meet-
ing place for those just put-
ting roots down in a new 
city.

“People would come in 
still carrying their suit-

cases from the trip,” said 
Prendergast Jr., who worked 
behind the bar while he was 
still in high school. “And all 
they had was a note with 
the Jolly Tinker’s address 
on it.”

But the days when the 
area was affectionately 
nicknamed “Little Belfast” 
are long gone. Many of the 
families that frequented the 
Jolly Tinker in the years af-
ter it has opened have since 
migrated to other areas of 
the Bronx or out of the bor-
ough entirely.

“A tavern would open up, 
and as the population aged, 
the kids moved someplace 
else,” Ultan said.

 The Jolly Tinker has 
stayed at its corner perch 
through that change, open 
8 a.m to 4 a.m seven days a 
week.

Only once, in 1985 when a 
fi re hit part of the pub’s yel-
low brick exterior, did the 
bar close for a few hours.

But by later that night, 
the Prendergast clan got 
the place back up and run-
ning, serving up suds to its 
diehard customers.

The Jolly Tinker last pub standing

Owner Michael Prendergast outside of Bronx’s last Irish Pub standing.                       Photo by Ben Kochman 

Borough’s oldest 
Irish pub feted
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WinterWinter
Wonderland?Wonderland?

1 - While all of this winter snow may be miserable for some, there’s always some beauty 
to be found in it, such as this peaceful scene at Silver Beach. Photo by Eugene Tighe

3 - Intrepid businessman weathers the storm Photo by Walter Pofeldt

2 - And then again, there’s always the aftermath.... Photo by Walter Pofeldt

2

3

1
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HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A widely successful anti-

violence program that has 
helped other cities around 
the state deal with the 
scourge of gun violence is 
coming to the Bronx.

The SNUG program, an 
acronyms for ‘guns’ spelled 
backwards, brings violence 
mediators into the streets to 
help diffuse gun and gang 
situations that could turn 
violent.

The mediators, known as 
“violence interrupters,” are 
former gang members and 
street-wise people not affi li-
ated with law enforcement 
who can speak to gang and 
crew members one-on-one at 
street corners and locations 
identifi ed as hot spots.

The program has proven 
widely successful in nearby 
Yonkers, and was brought 
to the Bronx through Sena-
tor Jeff Klein, who secured 
a $300,000 grant from the 
state’s Department of Crimi-

nal Justice Services to the 
Jacobi Medical Center Aux-
iliary, which will run the 
program, . 

Information is already 
gathered at Jacobi to help 
gun-shot victims. Jacobi will 
contribute another $50,000 
to the program, budgeted for 
two years. 

“SNUG’s aggressive and 
proven approach makes it 
clear to our young people 
that guns and gang violence 
do not need to be a way of 
life,” said Klein. “Our vio-
lence interrupters can reach 
these kids in a way that 
no one else can,” he added. 
“Their inspiring stories 
teach kids that gun violence 
is not worth the tragedy and 
jail time that too often tear 
apart our communities.” 

The violence interrupters 
are not affi liated with local 
law enforcement, and they 
will be identifi ed by Rev. Jo-
seph Gooding of Fellowship 
Tabernacle Ministries in 

Williamsbridge.
“This is a very signifi cant 

program that we are bring-
ing to The Bronx,” Gooding 
said at the announcement at 
Jacobi on Friday, Feb. 7. “In 
my line of work I eulogize a 
lot of young men from street 
violence. I believe that this 
is a way that we can save 

lives.”
Basing the program at 

the hospital is a fi rst. Similar 
programs are usually based 
at local community organi-
zations, said Jacobi Associ-
ate Director Hannah Nelson.

Jacobi’s resident gun vio-
lence prevention activist, 
Dr. Sheldon Teperman, a 

board member of New York-
ers Against Gun Violence, 
said at the news conference 
that the interrupters bring 
“street cred,” meaning street 
credibility, to the program.  

“Approaching the gun 
violence epidemic with a 
community-centered vio-
lence prevention program,” 

he said, “is the most effective 
way of ensuring these kids 
never get injured or have to 
cross through the doors of 
our Emergency Room.”

Joining Klein at the con-
ference were Senator Ruth 
Hassell-Thompson, Assem-
blyman Marcos Crespo, As-
semblyman Luis Sepulveda 
and Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, who all praised Klein 
for bringing the SNUG pro-
gram to the borough.

Community leaders and 
hospital reps also expressed 
their support, including 49th 
Precinct Community Coun-
cil President Joe Thompson; 
Community Board 10 Chair-
man John Marano; Jacobi’s 
Dr. Stephen Blumberg; Eliza-
beth Thompson, a member 
of the North Central Bronx 
Hospital’s Community Ad-
visory Board who lost a 19-
year-old son to gun violence; 
and Leah Barrett, execu-
tive director of New Yorkers 
Against Gun Violence.

Anti-gun and gun violence program to be based at Jacobi

Senator Klein speaks during the annoucement of the new program on Friday, Feb. 7.   
                                              Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

SNUG welcomed into the Bronx 
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Space is limited. A light meal will be served. 
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An Oral Treatment Option 
for Relapsing Forms of 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
An informative event for people

living with MS and their caregivers.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293 
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com. 

Event code: TR237284 (1119948) MS.US.PO1497.0313
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

LET’S GO RINGSIDE
A couple of nasty potential po-

litical challenges are brewing in 
the Bronx, and they’re all about in-
cumbents looking to take out in-
cumbents.

City Councilman Fernando Ca-
brera will announce shortly that 
he is forming an exploratory com-
mittee to weigh challenging west 
Bronx state Senator Gustavo 
Rivera.

Meanwhile, Councilwoman An-
nabel Palma has been talking to 
various folks about her chances of 
taking out long-term South Bronx 
Congressman Jose Serrano. 
Other names fl oating in that poten-
tial dust-up include state Senator 
Ruben Diaz Sr. and Assemblyman 
Marcos Crespo.

But at this point, the only race 
we might take seriously is that po-
tential Cabrera-Rivera brawl.

Cabrera could fi nd some strong 
backing by candidates looking to 
fi ll his council seat in a wide-open 
special election.

As for Serrano, with nominating 
petition gathering due to kick off 
March 4 for the June 2 congres-

sional primary, any Serrano chal-
lengers would have to get into high 
gear mucho pronto.

Even so, Serrano has recently 
st ir red himself f rom hiberna-
tion, suddenly cranking out a bliz-
zard of  press releases and jump-
ing into a number of local commu-
nity issues.

If you listen to some politicrats, 
both Rivera and Serrano could be 
vulnerable, with neither having 
much of a political organization 
or funding to beat back a strong 
challenger.

Serrano, in fact, has rarely 
had a primary since he was fi rst 
elected in 1990.

But even though County is 
ticked at Gustavo and Jose for var-
ious sins and annoyances, we’re 
told Party Boss Carl Heastie will 
still offer the machine’s services – 
such as they are these days with-
out union help – to both Serrano 
and Rivera in gathering petitions.

The old rule about always back-
ing your incumbents apparently 
still holds in the Bronx – unless 
they are patently indictable, i.e. 
former West Bronx state Senator 

Pedro Espada, who the party ig-
nored, paving the way for Gustavo 
to topple.

WE GOT IT RIGHT
When Soundview Council-

woman Annabel Palma wound 
up without a committee chair-
manship under new Speaker Me-
lissa Mark-Viverito, whom she 
had challenged for the post, we 
wrote that Annabel purposely 
took a pass. The day after the 
chairmanships were handed out 
- or not - she griped she was 
left out.

But Annabel now backs us up, 
saying “My main interest was in 
keeping chairmanship of the Gen-
eral Welfare committee, and when 
it wasn’t on the table, I didn’t want 
another chairmanship.”

MORRISANIA RUSH
With now ex-Morrisania As-

semblyman Eric Stevenson 
convicted of bribe receiving, add 
a few more wannabes looking at 
the open seat.

We previously reported the 
Democratic machine favorite 
du jour is attorney Marsha Mi-
chaels, even as former Assem-

blyman Michael Benjamin has 
been going around trying to fi nd 
some love.

We’re told local 79th A.D. 
male and female district leaders 
Wilbert Tee Lawton and Cyn-
thia Cox supposedly have their 
eyes on the prize in what could 
become a free-for-all primary 
race, given that some of the 
contenders for the recent local 
City Council seat won by Coun-
ty-backed ex-Assemblywoman 
Vanessa Gibson are also weigh-
ing runs. 
CANDIDATE KOPPELL

Former Riverdale City Council-
man Oliver Koppell sounding like 
a candidate with press release 
taking aim at Senate co-leader 
Jeff Klein over report cohort Re-
publican leader Dean Skelos 
will block Mayor de Blasio’s pre-K 
plan from coming up for a vote.

 “The only reason Senator 
Skelos is allowed to block this 
and other progressive legislation 
is because of his backroom deal 
with Senator Jeff Klein,” sayeth 
Ollie, who most likely will face 
a Man of LaMancha uphill fight 

to unseat Jeff, the entrenched 
leader of the Independent Dem-
ocratic Conference. Ollie called 
upon Jeff to “immediately re-
nounce his self-serving agree-
ment with Senator Skelos and re-
join the Democratic Conference.” 

To which we would say FAT 
CHANCE. 

COP CORNER
Canned. Glad to hear that 

Beergate up at the Four-Seven 
detective squad in Edenwald has 
gone flat, thanks to new Com-
missioner Bill Bratton ordering 
shoofl y cops to can it, veteran cop 
reporter Murray Weiss writes at 
dnainfo.com.

 Seems former Bronx, and now 
(soon-to-be-ex) citywide Chief 
of Detectives Phil Pulaski went 
all CIS when a shoofly captain 
out of Bronx Boro with no love 
for the squad boss there found 
four empty beer cans in the trash 
and a six-pack in the fridge in the 
bunk room. While booze in pre-
cincts is a no-no, this case was 
more a grudge match than a 
scandal.

Second in command. 

Gotta hand it to PC Bill Bratton 
for political savvy. He’s keeping 
former Bronx Boro commander 
Rafael Pineiro as his fi rst dep-
uty commissioner. Bratton scores 
on a couple of fronts. He makes 
points with the city’s Hispanic 
electeds and population, and 
while former PC Ray Kelly was a 
micro-manager, not leaving that 
much to do for Pineiro, the new 
PC is known for giving command-
ers more free hands and respon-
sibility, also not leaving that much 
for Pineiro to do.

OOPS
Calm down you folks in As-

semblyman Mark Gjonaj’s dis-
trict. After we ran a short item 
last column about Mark return-
ing $25,000 to the state in un-
spent offi ce funding, a lotta local 
groups inundated his offi ce with 
phone calls, griping those bux 
coulda helped them out. Relax. 
The money was strictly limited to 
his district offi ce budget, not for 
community funding.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Feb. 16 - Borough Historian Lloyd 
Ultan

“The way it’s tradi-
tionally gone, they pretty 
much decide who they 
want to sell it to,” said 
Steve Hutchins, an NYU 
professor who tracks post 
offi ce sales on his website 
savethepostoffice.com, 
“and usually it’s to the 
highest bidder.”

Marketplace on table

USPS has stayed mum 
on how many or what type 
of bids it has already re-
ceived for the site, which 
has an estimated value of 
around $14 million. Local 
leaders would like to see a 
developer build some sort 
of market facility that the 
community can use.

“I think the people here 
would be on board with 
the market proposal,” said 
Jose Rodriguez, district 
manager of local Commu-
nity Board 4.

Reports surfaced last 
week that Young Woo 
and Associates —whose 
idea of an eclectic market-
place was considered for 
the Kingsbridge Armory 
but eventually shot down 
—was among the bidders. 

An offi cial reached for 
comment at that company 
could not confi rm that the 
developer had made a bid.

Storage site concerns

Borough offi cials’ 
fear that a landmarked 
space — a developer can-

not touch either the Post 
Offi ce’s edifi ce or its mu-
ral-lined interior —will 
become a storage facility 
doesn’t come totally out of 
left fi eld.

In November 2012, NYC 
storage titan Tuck-it-away 
expanded into the former 
H. W.  Wilson bookmak-
ing lighthouse in High-
bridge.

But the specifi cs of the 
Post Offi ce situation com-
plicate any developer’s 
plan. Any buyer would 
sign a “convenant” that 
among other require-
ments says that it must 
allow the public to enter 
once a month and view the 
13 Depression-era murals.

Fight to save GPO getting sticky
From Page 1

CALL 718-742-3386 
TO ADVERTISE
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HEEL TO TOE FOOT CENTER, LLC
3555 E. TREMONT AVE., BRONX, NY 10465

PH: 718-828-5300 FAX: 718-828-0026

SALVATION SURGICAL SUPPLIES

SALE
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