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CHARTER
SCHOOL
FIGHT

Residents oppose proposed high school
BY JAIME WILLIAMS

Community leaders are brac-
ing for a possible fi ght over a pro-
posed charter high school for Mor-
ris Park-Van Nest. 

The school, to be named the 
Canvas Academy, will be designed 
for students in foster care, teen 
parents and over-aged and under-
credited students.

The proposal is just in it early 
stages.

Founder Erika Newsome said 
she chose Community Education 
Council 11 because most borough 

charter schools are concentrated 
in the South Bronx.

Newsome, who is a local resi-
dent, said she wants to serve her 
local community. Newsome said 
she hopes to open the school by 
the fall of 2015.

But some community lead-
ers are skeptical that the school 
would benefi t the local area.

“It’s not something we want, 
any more charter schools in our 
community,” said Al D’Angelo, 
vice chair of Community Board 

Continued on Page 4

Meet on
Weiler

crowding
BY BEN KOCHMAN 

AND PATRICK ROCCHIO
An east Bronx community 

board is clashing with Montefi ore 
Medical Center over what it says 
is increased overcrowding at a lo-
cal hospital after Monte’s conver-
sion of the old Westchester Square 
Medical Center into a freestand-
ing emergency department.

Since March 2013, patients 
arriving at the new Montefi ore 
Westchester Square facility need-
ing emergency overnight care 
have been transported to one of 
Montefi ore’s other Bronx facili-
ties.

But that change has wors-
ened an already long wait for 
service at Monte’s Weiler Divi-
sion on the Einstein campus 
in Morris Park, charges Com-
munity Board 11, which covers 
Van Nest, Morris Park, Pelham 
Parkway and Allerton. 

 Massive wait times

“It’s gotten even worse there,” 
said Marcy Gross, co-chair of the 
board’s health committee. “It’s ri-
diculous to wait even fi ve hours 
for a bed, and my elderly mother 
had to wait nearly 20 hours!”

According to the hospital’s own 
statistics, 128 patients were trans-
ferred from March-December 2013 
to the Einstein/Weiler hospital 
just under a mile away.

Those patients landed at a hos-
pital where the amount of demand 
for beds has skyrocketed over the 
last few years, outpacing the sup-
ply, said Wendy Braithwaite, who 
has been a nurse at the facility for 
over 10 years. 

Many patients are forced to 
sleep overnight on stretchers 
packed into the hallway.

“To have a family come and 
visit you in the hallway is a bit 

Continued on Page 4

Snuggling Up To Frosty
What a week for snow! A snow-storm blanked the Bronx on Monday, Feb. 
3, but Jennifer Batista and Damir Redzepagic built the perfect snow man 
at Mayfl ower and Harrington avenues in Waterbury-LaSalle, making the 
best of the weather.   

Photo by Aracelis Batisita

Poll: Locals want soccer arena
BY BEN KOCHMAN

The South Bronx may want a 
soccer stadium.

At least according to an unsci-
entifi c survey at a recent Town 
Hall Meeting.

Three out of four people polled 
at a packed Jan. 15 meeting believe 
a Major League Soccer arena “is 
a good idea for River Avenue,” ac-
cording to the survey by the 161st 
Street Business Improvement Dis-
trict.

Locals have debated the pros 
and cons since December, when 
reports leaked that the New York 

City Football Club had closed 
a deal with City Hall to build a 
28,000-seat complex on River Av-
enue and E. 157th Street near Yan-
kee Stadium.

Critics at the meeting slammed 
the plan —which has fi zzled out 
with the new mayor — for provid-
ing millions in public subsidies.

The meeting’s 58 speakers were 
closely split.

The BID’s poll of 168 attendees 
shows stadium fans on board even 
with taxpayer funding, which is 
opposed by local electeds.

Only one of out fi ve in the sur-

vey answered ‘yes’ when asked 
if their opinion hinged on public 
funding.

 “I remain committed to the 
principle that any stadium must 
be paid for without public funding 
and must not receive special tax 
breaks,” Congressman Jose Ser-
rano said the day after the Town 
Hall Meeting.

Stadium naysayers questioned 
whether the survey truly captured 
the spirit of the community. Many 
speakers at the meeting were from 
groups that work with the Yan-

Continued on Page 11

Leo Glickman was among those against 
the stadium at the Jan. 15 meeting, but 
three-fourths of locals surveyed felt 
like the MLS arena was a good idea for 
River Avenue.  
 Photo by Ben Kochman
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
One fi re wasn’t bad 

enough.
Just over fi ve years after 

a fi re ravaged 752 Pelham 
Parkway South, a second 
fi re destroyed the homes of 
many of the same tenants 
on January 4th.

Now, with the help of 
community members, 
they’re trying to put back 
their lives one more time.

“The fi rst time was dev-
astating,” said tenant Anna 
Castillo. “But this was more 
devastating because we had 
just recuperated.” 

Castillo said she had just 
fi nished buying a bedroom 
set, and that the New Year’s 
timing added to the hurt. 
“To have this happen again 
after the holidays, after 
having kids open gifts, was 
just too much.”

Castillo has found her-
self in the unfortunate po-
sition of being both a vic-
tim and an advocate. She 
has struggled to get public 
assistance for herself or 
the other families, and is 
searching for support for 
their ongoing struggle. 

She said the fi re is tak-
ing a huge fi nancial and 
emotional toll on the ten-
ants, who didn’t have rent-
ers’ insurance. One tenant 
is pregnant and lost every-
thing she had bought for 
the baby. An elderly tenant 
who is still displaced is des-
perate to come back to his 
home. A family of fi ve was 
moved to a one-bedroom 
apartment in the building. 
But although their needs 
are great, they have re-
ceived some help.

Just days after the fi re, 
Castillo reached out to Joe 
Thompson, president of the 
49th Precinct Community 
Council. She knew him 
from his involvement in ef-
forts after the fi rst fi re. “I 
reached out to him because 

I don’t know who else to 
reach out to.”

Thompson said because 
of his connections in the 
community,  he knew who 
to ask for help.

“That’s a role our coun-
cil plays, we’re all over 
the community, “ he said. 
“When we need help, we 
know where to fi nd it.”

After Thompson reached 
out,  P.S. 108 ran a food drive 
and P.S. 105 ran a food and 
clothing drive.

That food drive at P.S. 

108 inspired Roseann Hen-
don, who works there, and 
her husband Dexter to do-
nate living room furniture 
they were about to sell. Dex-
ter Hendon said it was good 
timing that they were in the 
process of buying a new set, 
and that he was happy they 
could help.

“When families are in 
need,” said Hendon, “that’s 
what communities should 
do.”

Thompson also reached 
out to the local clergy coun-
cil, which has started col-
lecting coats. He also called 
the owner of Reda Dry 
Cleaners, who had previ-
ously offered leftover cloth-
ing for donation after learn-
ing of Thompson’s role in 
the community.

Thompson also men-
tioned Reverend Hernquist 
of the Van Nest Assembly 
of God, who donated $500 
worth of food vouchers un-
solicited after hearing of 
the situation.

“I don’t have to twist any 
people’s arms,” Thompson 
said. “We know they’re not 
wealthy, we know they need 
certain things and people 
respond to that.”

Although the tenants 
still need help to move on 
from the fi re, Castillo said 
that she and the other ten-
ants are very appreciative 
of the community support.

“We’re very grateful to 
Joe Thompson,” she said. 

Pitches in to help Pelham Parkway families

Damiana Alacantara stands with her sons, Javier and Javy in their 
temporary one-bedroom apartment. Photo by Edwin Soto

A fi re badly damaged apartments at 752 Pelham Parkway South on 
Jan. 4.                             Photo by Edwin Soto

Community rallies after fi re
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HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

Sales Office Open Daily 11am-5pm & By Appointment Only
1810 Hawthorn Way, New Windsor, NY 12553

GroveAtNewWindsor.com

Join us for our Open House 
THIS WEEKEND!

ONLY HOMES REMAIN!

Hurry!

Don’t miss this opportunity to live at   
The Grove at New Windsor, featuring:
•  2 and 3 bedroom townhomes        
•  Quick move-in homes available
•   Community Fitness Center, Pool,  

Tennis Court and Game Room
•  Washingtonville Central School District

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A Throggs Neck local 

wants to change the way 
Bronxites smoke — but a 
proposed State law would 
vaporize his business 
dreams.

Smrt Vape, a store sell-
ing electronic vapor smok-
ing devices called “e-tanks,” 
opened on E. Tremont Av-
enue this January. The 
shop’s futuristic inhalation 
machines help tobacco us-
ers wean themselves off the 
real thing, claims 28-year-
old co-owner Diego Osto-
laza, who started the shop 
with partner Luis Viejo.

But just days after Smrt 
Vape’s opening, a Bronx 
lawmaker proposed a bill 
that could see Ostolaza’s 
business go up in smoke.

Harsh e-cig laws?

A law sponsored by 
Bronx Assemblyman Jef-
frey Dinowitz would tax e-
cigarettes under the same 
bracket as other tobacco 
products, claiming that 
their health benefi t claims 

have appeared out of thin 
air.

“E-cigarettes aren’t the 
safe alternative the indus-
try makes them out to be,” 
Dinowitz said in a state-
ment. “These devices are 
marketed as smoking cessa-
tion tools, when in actuality 
they are anything but.”

But Ostolaza argued 
that with a closer look Di-
nowitz’s pro-regulation ar-

guments vaporize. The pol 
criticizes e-cigs for being 
fi lled with chemicals and 
designed to look like to-
bacco cigarettes.

A society of ‘vapers’

But Smrt Vape’s prod-
ucts are far more sophisti-
cated than that, Ostolaza 
said. The shop’s vaporizing 
kits (a one-time payment of 
around $30) include a bat-
tery-powered e-tank and 

a plastic squeeze bottle of 
“Vape Juice.”

The juice gets poured 
into a cavity in the tank’s 
center and, with a mere 
push of a button, heated up 
into inhalable vapor. 

Smokers trying to quit 
start with a juice with a 
higher level of nicotine in 
it, and then switch to a liq-
uid with less and less nico-
tine until they’ve gotten rid 
of the dependence on the 
drug.

Not tobacco 
“Vaping is not tobacco 

and should not be in any 
category associated with to-
bacco,” Ostolaza said. “My 
products don’t have thou-
sands of carcinogens in 
them.”

The 90 varieties of e-liq-
uid, or Vape Juice, Ostolaza 
sells have only four ingre-
dients: Nicotine, Propylene 
Glycol, Vegetable Glycerin, 
and one of 90 FDA-approved 
fl avors.

None of those chemi-
cals are any different from 

the types of preservatives 
found in a can of soda, he 
argued.

For now, Ostalaza 
can also sell the smokers 
he’s been plucking off the 
streets of Throggs Neck on 
price. After the initial $30 
for a kit, each 10 ml bottle 
of Vape Juice, which he said 
lasts a few weeks, costs just 
$10.

That price would sky-

rocket if Dinowitz has his 
way in Albany. Ostalaza 
says that’d be bad news for 
his customers whose lives 
have changed with the help 
of his products.

“I trust the words of the 
ex-smokers, that tell me, “I 
feel better” “I can Breathe 
now” “My chest doesn’t 
hurt.”” He said. “ I can go 
on all day with testimoni-
als.”

Throggs Neck shop fi ghting Albany bill

Shopowner Diego Ostolaza samples one of his “e-tanks.” 
 Photo courtesy Smrt Vape

Not your average cigarette: Ostolaza and partner Luis Viejo show 
off their array of shiny e-tanks to a customer. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Battle over ‘safe’ cigarettes



demeaning,” said Braith-
waite. “But we can only do 
what we can.”

Takeover the issue?

Beverly Michael, Mon-
te’s vice president in charge 
of Weiler, acknowledged in 
a conference call with Mon-
tefi ore brass that Weiler has 
experienced an increase in 
patients over the last three 
to four years. 

But Montefi ore’s chief of 
staff, Lynn Richmond, said 
that boost had nothing to 
do with the recent takeover 
of the Westchester Square 
site. 

“Clearly the peaks in de-
mand for service at Einstein 

signifi cantly predate the 
change,” Richmond said.

Michael said the hospi-
tal was taking steps to com-
bat the increased demand, 
including adding 21 beds on 
Weiler’s seventh fl oor in De-
cember 2013.

But Braithwaite said she 
and the other nurses are 
still overwhelmed.

The Weiler overcrowd-
ing problem is “not un-
heard of,” but not common 
at other hospitals, said Carl 
Ginsburg, spokesman for 
the New York State Nurses 
Association.

“Our position is that no 
one should be in the hall-
way. Period,” Ginsburg 

said. “Montefi ore needs to 
have a plan in place to move 
patients to facilities with 
space.”

Worried about the 

ride

Leadership at the Mon-
tefi ore-run Weiler Division 
plan to address community 
gripes at Community Board 
11’s regularly scheduled 
health committee meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 11. at 7 p.m.

Also on the board’s 
agenda are concerns about 
patient safety during the 
ride from Westchester Su-
are to the other hospitals.

Most of the 879 patients 
coming into Montefi ore 
Westchester Square need-

ing emergency care from 
March-December 2013 were 
driven nearly fi ve miles 
away to be treated at Mon-
tefi ore’s Wakefi eld facility 
on E. 233rd Street, which 
has recently added more 
space.

But the hospital said the 
drive has not been an issue.

“In nine or so months 
we did not experience a sin-
gle problem with transport-
ing an unstable patient, nor 
would we ever think about 
transporting someone 
who is not capable of being 
transported.” said Mon-
tefi ore vice-president Dr. 
Peter Semczuk in a phone 
interview, adding: “With 
lights and sirens you can 
actually get there pretty 
quickly.”
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11. “They’re not serving 
the community they reside 
in.”

D’Angelo pointed to 
the lottery system charter 
schools use to accept ap-
plications. That means the 
Canvas Academy could be 
fi lled with students from 
outside CEC 11, which cov-
ers a major swath of the 
east Bronx roughly from 
Morris Park north to the 
county line.

Unlike many other 
charter schools that use 
mass solicitation to re-
cruit students, Newsome 
said the Canvas Academy 
would specifi cally recruit 
from local middle and high 
schools.

But Diane Norris, chair 
of Community Board 11’s 
education committee, said 
of the recruiting plan that 
“I’m sure other people will 
apply.” 

Bernadette Ferrara, 
vice president of the Van 
Nest Neighborhood As-
sociation, doesn’t believe 
that the students targeted 
for the school would come 

from Morris Park and sur-
rounding areas. 

“And if they are coming 
from our community,” Fer-
rara added, “I’d like to see 
the data.”

But Newsome said that 
through her involvement 
in local schools as a PTA 
president she has person-
ally encountered 10-15 stu-
dents from the community 
who would have benefi ted 
from the Canvas Acade-
my’s mission.

 She said she is sure 
the school could fi nd a 
hundred students in need 
through recruitment.

The school would have 
100 attendees the fi rst year, 
and a maximum of 200 go-
ing forward.

“These students are 
here, why are we going to 
make them go to the other 
side of the Bronx?” she 
asked.

Newsome plans to reach 
out to principals of local 
high schools and middle 
schools to help show this 
type of school is needed in 
the area.

In addition to class 

work, the school will also 
require community ser-
vice and work experience, 
so that graduating students 
are ready for a job if they 
aren’t ready for college.

Board 11’s Norris ex-
pressed frustration that 
Newsome didn’t go with 
her proposal straight to 
her committee, the com-
munity board, and the 
community education 
council, instead holding 
a small public forum that 
was not well publicized. 
Norris said she suggested 
to Newsome that she pres-
ent her case directly to the 
board.

Newsome said that at-
tendees at the meeting 
seemed open to listening 
and learning, whether or 
not the students would be 
from their neighborhoods.

She said she was glad 
to be invited to the com-
munity board meeting, 
and understands that local 
leaders want assurances 
that the school will be sup-
porting the community.

“At least they’re open to 
hearing more.”

Proposed charter school opposed

Canvas Academy founder Erika Newsome (r) responds to Bernadette Ferrara of the Van Nest Neigh-
borhood Association  Photo by Patricio Robayo

From Page 1

Overcrowding at Monte Medical

Montefi ore Medical Center is transfering emergency room patients 
that require hospital stays from Westchester Square to other hos-
pitals in it’s network.  Graphic by Jaime Williams.

From Page 1
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Who’s your daddy?
This Bronx-based business can 

help you fi nd out.
As another Valentine’s Day 

rolls around, mobile DNA testing 
truckers Health Street are an-
swering that essential question 
that can result from the season’s 
lovemaking.

The company has reunited fa-
thers with long lost daughters and 
brought together siblings sepa-
rated at birth since it started of-
fering on-the-spot maternity and 
paternity tests out of a small fl eet 
of graffi ti-decorated vans in 2010.

“You just wouldn’t believe the 
insane dramatic situations that 
people are faced with,” said Jared 
Rosenthal, who founded the com-
pany.

His vans team leaves their 
perch under the Third Avenue 
Bridge every morning to hit NYC’s 
streets in an attention-grabbing 
truck with the words “Who’s your 
Daddy” painted on its side. 

The paternity test is simple and 
quick: A quick cheek swab and 

$350 later, the genetic material is 
FedExed to a lab in Ohio. Poten-
tial parents get the life-changing 
news in just a couple weeks.

And the majority of those po-
tential parents—contrary to the 
depictions of absentee fatherhood 
(“You’re NOT the father!”) on day-
time TV—actually want the re-
sults to come back positive, Rosen-
thal said.

“There’s never been a time 
when dad comes in, found out the 
kid isn’t his and does a dance,” 
Rosenthal said.

Sure, there are cases where a 
parent is upset that they’ll be le-
gally held accountable to pay child 
support. But mostly Health Street 
is about bringing loved ones to-
gether.

On a recent Tuesday, Leycy 
Jimenez, a Dominican immigrant 
who now lives in Fordham, swung 
by Health Street’s walk-in clinic 
on the eighth fl oor of a commer-
cial building on Third Avenue in 
Port Morris.

Jimenez was being tested to 
confi rm her relationship with her 

mother, who still lives in Santo 
Domingo. She’d like to bring her 
mom to the States, but the Consul-
ate’s offi ce needs genetic proof.

“It would mean a lot to be able 
to take care of her as she gets old,” 
Jimenez said.

Demand for genealogical clar-
ity has been constant since Rosen-
thal started the company. The 
van’s playful sign, which was 
painted by the legendary South 
Bronx street artists TatsCru, 
helps break the ice.

“People have been thinking 
about this stuff sometimes for 
over 20 years,” Rosenthal said. 
“All of sudden they see the truck 
and come in.”

The Bronx is and always will 
be the DNA testing truck’s home 
base, but Rosenthal said the ser-
vice spans the entire city. 

People of all different ethnici-
ties and income levels come in 
to fi nd out the truth about their 
families.

“It’s not an economic issue,” 
Rosenthal said. “It’s a human is-
sue.”

Bronx DNA biz answers the question

Jared Rosenthal hits the streets in his Daddy-mobile to provide legal paternity 
tests.  Photo by Ben Kochman

‘Who’s your daddy?’



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

 F
e

b
r

u
a

r
y

 9
, 2

0
1

4
   

  6
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

MEKONG NY HERITAGE CENTER

Mekong NYC and Vietnam Heritage Center (VHC) celebrated TÐet Giáp NgÐ 2014 (Year of the Horse) 
Saturday Feb. 1 at The Bronx Museum of Arts. Vietnamese culture was on display through traditional 
food, music and fashion performances. The event was free and open to the public.

(top) Nhan Ngo opens the entertainment with some drumming.

(Below left) Huong Doan enjoying the arts and crafts.

(Below right) Ally Huynk crafts with fl owers. Photos by Walter Pofeldt

HEALTH CENTER ACADEMIC CHALLENGE
Union Community Health Center handed out awards to winners of this semester’s Academic Challenge.  
Pictured here (left to right) are winners from the 2021 Grand Concourse site with staff:  pediatrician 
Dr. Wipanee Phupakdi, students Janet Calderon, Mariano Avalos, Brianna Avalos, Amanda Baez, and 
Luis Calderon Jr., and pediatric registrar Maggie Negron.   Hundreds of entrants competed here and at 
Union’s Fordham Plaza site.   $50 gift certifi cates were awarded for Best Academic Performance and 
$25 gift cards for best attendance. Photo courtesy Andover Communications

LOUNGE WITH A  GOOD BOOK DAY

St. Francis Xavier Acadamy held its annual “Lounge with a Good Book Day” Thursday, Jan. 30 at the 
school in Morris Park.  The students wear their pajamas to school and the older students read stories 
to the younger students one on one.
(Above) Sixth grader Taylor Saglimbeni reads to pre-k student Babriella Grande.

(Below) Sixth grader Bernnadette Parubi reads to pre-k student Madison Rodriguez.
 Photos by Walter Pofeldt
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MONTEFIORE, RANGEL ACA FORUM
Montefi ore Medical Center held an information session on the Affordable Care Act that featured a 
visit from Congressman Charles Rangel on Monday, Jan. 27. The goal of the session was to inform and 
engage the public about the new health care reform law and close New York’s “coverage gap.” Rangel 
gave a keynote speech. 
According to Montefi ore, more than 2.7 million New Yorkers are currently uninsured or underinsured. 
Monday, March 31 is the deadline for selecting an insurance plan before having to pay a fi ne for not 
having coverage. (L-r) George Hulse, vice president, Healthfi rst, joined Congressman Charlie Rangel 
and Steven M. Safyer, M.D., president and CEO, Montefi ore Medical Center at the event.
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore 

NYISE WINTER OLYMPICS

A group of 100 Bronx preschoolers from the New York Institute for Special Education got into the 
Olympic spirit early at the Readiness Solarium in Pelham Parkway Thursday, Jan. 30. Developmentally 
delayed three to fi ve-year-olds played games inspired by Olympic sports hockey, luge and ice skating. 
Each class wore the team color and fl ag of their selected country. Photo courtesy Rubenstein Associate

JACOBI HOLIDAY THANK YOU

Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance members (l) Marie Santillana and Bernadette Ferrara (r) donate toys 
to pediatric unit during the holidays.   
 Photo courtesy of North Bronx Healthcare Network/Jacobi 

Urban Health Plan opened a new location in December in the south Bronx to assist the community 
with enrolling in insurance plans. The insurance company held a ribbon cutting for its new Health 
Information Place at Friday, January 24 with local residents, elected offi cials, and people trained as 
“navigators.” The navigators help people fi nd a health care plan that is right for them. The center is 
located at 1075 Southern Blvd. Among those cutting the ribbon are Urban Health Plan president and 
CEO Paloma Hernandez and are Assemblyman Marcos Crespo. 
 Photo courtesy of Urban Health Plan 

JACOBI HOLIDAY THANK YOU
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BIG GAME DAY

BIG GAME DAY

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

(1) Throggs Neck Clipper Owners Eileen and Peter Tierney, with 
daughter Katie.

This year’s Super Bowl may not have gone down to the wire, but Bronxites still poured into their 
local pubs to catch the action. Our wandering photog checked out three Throggs Neck watering 
holes that had TVs blasting and fans cheering as the Seattle Seahawks rolled over the Denver Bron-
cos, 43-8. It wasn’t the most exciting Super Bowl of all time, but at least the beer was cold.
 Photos by Laura Stone

(2) l-r: Jeanine Cutignola, Lynn Connolly (front) William McCor-
mack, Allison Hammel and Chris Divale repped their Giants pride, 
even though the G-men haven’t been to the Big Game since 2011.

2

3

4

5

(3) It may have been a blowout, but bartender Kevin King kept the 
beer fl owing at Throggs Neck Clipper.

(4) While the Prendergasts (Stephen, Jim, Teresa, Robert, Marie 
and Chips) rejoice at PJ Brady’s, a mysterious photobomber joins 
the party.

(5) Holly Calhoun and Destiny Montalto show off the TVs at Wicked 
Wolf.

6

(6) l-r: Dennis McGovernn, Emma Rosenberg and Roger Maloney 
took in the action at PJ Brady’s.

1
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SECURITY DRUGS
Surgical Supplies
Wheel Chairs

Money Gram

Phone Cards

secdrugs@yahoo.com

com

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

Pharmacy/Surgucal
Supplies

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN®

HuntingtonHelps.com

For over 36 years, Huntington’s highly trained 
tutors have given students the skills, con idence, 
and motivation needed to get back on the right 
track.

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, confidence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS

K-12 
 

 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
 
 

EXAM PREP

 

: 

SAVE $100**
WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

TIRED OF FIGHTING 
OVER GRADES? 

.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two local electeds 

are asking Westchester 
County to BEE helpful 
and create two new Bronx 
bus stops. 

Congressman Joe 
Crowley and Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca are calling 
for two new stops on the 
Bee-Line bus that con-
nects communities in the 
Bronx with their neigh-
bors to the north. 

The two legislators 
wrote to Westchester 
County Public Works & 
Transportation Commis-
sioner Jay Pisco asking 
that two stops be placed 
at Bruckner Blvd. and 
East Tremont Avenue, 
and at Pelham Parkway 
and White Plains Road. 

“Currently, residents 
of Pelham Parkway-Mor-
ris Park and Throggs 
Neck must take a bus to 
Pelham Bay station to 
use the Bee-Line Bus Sys-
tem,” the letter stated. 
“Increasingly, residents 

in our district commute 
to Westchester County to 
work each day, while oth-
ers attend school, shop, 
or have doctors in lower 
Westchester County.” 

Too many transfers

Vacca said residents 
who live in more outlying 
areas of lower Throggs 
Neck (Silver Beach, 
Edgewater Park, Throgs 
Neck Houses) in some 
cases have to take two 
MTA buses to connect 
to the Bee-Line #45 bus, 
which runs between Pel-
ham Bay Station to East-
chester in Westchester, 
with stops in New Ro-
chelle. 

Vacca noted that while 
he chaired the transpora-
tion committee. it did an 
analysis of Bronx traffi c 
patterns, “and more and 
more people who live in 
the Bronx are going to 
work every day in job 
centers that are north of 
the city.”

“When you add that 

to how many students 
we have from the Bronx 
going to college there, it 
becomes clear that there 
should be better mass 
transit links between this 
community and lower 
Westchester County.”  

The bus line now by-
passes the Pelham Park-
way community, he said. 
The lack of service, he 
noted, means more cars 
on the road. 

Business opportu-

nity

The Bee-Line is run 
on behalf of the county 
by two private bus com-
panies, and Vacca said 
it could be an opportu-
nity for both companies 
“and also offer better bus 
service for my constitu-
ents.”

Crowley agreed with 
Vacca. 

“Expanding the Bee-
Line Bus System to ac-
commodate residents of 
Morris Park and Throggs 
Neck will help meet the 

needs of areas that have 
long been underserved 
by transportation op-
tions,” he said. 

Vacca said there now 
are no free transfers be-
tween the two bus ser-

vices, but that would be a 
separate issue.

“It is something un-
der review; we received 
the proposal last week,” 
responded Ned McCor-
mack, spokesman for 

Westchester County Ex-
ecutive Rob Astorino. 
“Like anything, we would 
have to do our due dili-
gence and look at factors 
such as cost, jurisdiction 
and legal ramifi cations.” 

Pols ask for two new Bronx stops

The Bee Line Bus at Pelham Bay Station. Currenly the bus runs between Pelham Bay Station and East-
chester, N.Y. photo by Aracelis Batista

Push to expand Bee-Line 





11
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  F
e

b
r

u
a

r
y

 9
, 2

0
1

4
   

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

kees, part owners of NYCFC, 
including youth sports orga-
nizations Madison Square 
Boys and Girls Club and 
Harlem RBI.

“I can’t say I speak for 
the community —nobody 
can, at this point —but I can 
say that I feel the Town Hall 
was packed by the Yankees,” 
said Killian Jordan, a local 
who opposes the stadium 
plan.

The BID went above and 
beyond in its community 
outreach, giving out thou-
sands of fl yers at local hous-
ing projects and to groups, 
said Cary Goodman, the 
group’s executive director. 

But the room was so 
jammed that not every local 
who wanted entry got in.

“It’s by no means a sci-
entifi c survey of how the 
community feels, but it does 
show that a local voice exists 

that would like to see a sta-
dium here,” Goodman said.

He said that he wasn’t 
surprised by the survey 
results, since the space in 
question now hosts an un-
derused and debt-saddled 
parking garage.

“If there was a compet-
ing proposal for the space, 
maybe those opinions would 
change,” Goodman said. 
“But for now, this is the only 
option out there.”

Poll: Locals want soccer arena
From Page 1

A Spanish language copy of the survey given out at the meeting.  Photo by Ben Kochman

LUNCH WITH MURRAY
Life is good for Murray “Don’t 

Worry Murray” Richman.
Trading tales and laughs over 

lunch at Enzo’s Restaurant near his 
Morris Park offi ce, the 76-year-old 
superstar of criminal lawyers is cel-
ebrating his 50th anniversary of ad-
mission to the bar - and a career of 
representing scores of mobsters, 
rap stars, politicians and others 
whose fi rst thought after arrest or 
legal heat is “call Murray.”

Never shy about his successes, 
there’s a wealth of material there 
just made for a TV series, espe-
cially with lawyer daughter Stacey 
now an equal partner in the busy le-
gal fi rm and handling her own high-
profi le cases.

In fact, Stacey just got back from 
Los Angeles after conferring with 
bigwigs on a series in the works 
about a high-profi le father-daugh-
ter legal team bearing strong resem-
blance  - “I want DeNiro to play me,” 
Murray joked (?).

Once that’s off the ground, he 
told us Simon & Shuster publishers 
will get rolling with his self-penned 
auto-biog, aptly named (and copy-

writed) ‘Don’t Worry Murray’.
PARTY VS. GUSTAVO
We generally don’t post links 

to anonymously authored blogs, 
but the current item on Senator 
Gustavo Rivera and no love 
lost with the Bronx Democratic 
Party is worth a read, given our re-
cent columns on Party Boss Carl 
Heastie planning little to no sup-
port for Gustavo in the upcoming 
September primary. We’ve already 
mentioned Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera as a possible challenger. 
Go to http://changingbronxpolitics.
blogspot.com/.

MELISSA
So, now that she’s been elected, 

“Progressive” City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito is back 
to not reciting the Pledge of Alle-
giance or putting her hand to her 
heart during the singing of the Star 
Spangled Banner. Something about 
independence or statehood for 
Puerto Rico. But Realpolitik inter-
ferred with moral principal and she 
suddenly began doing it when she 
got serious about campaigning for 
the Speaker’s post.

And at her swearing-in at Hos-

tos Community College Wednesday 
night, Jan. 29 she chose to place her 
hand on the City Charter rather than 
a Bible. Just sayin’.

THE SCHUM
Mayor Bill deB (who was on time) 

getting some appreciative laughs 
from the assembled electeds at 
Melissa’s swearing-in, referring to 
seemingly everywhere Congress-
man Charles Schumer: “Raise your 
hands if Chuck Schumer’s ever been 
at your swear-in.”

SEATMATES
Bravo to whoever handled the 

seating arrangements for Assembly-
man Victor Pichardo’s swear-
ing-in at Bronx Community College, 
putting 83-year-old Bronx/Harlem 
Congressman Charlie Rangel 
next to North Manhattan state Sen-
ator Adriano Espaillat, his 
2012 primary challenger and likely 
to be one again in the June congres-
sional primary, with Rangel seeking 
a 24th term.  

RAISING BUX
Marcos Crespo telling a 
fundraising crowd (only his second 
in a year)  that its tough for a 
lotta electeds since member item 

funding is now a thing of the past 
in Albany.
“I’ve had to go into my campaign 
fund to help out local churches   
and other groups in need of 
money.”

THRIFTY GJONAJ
We hear Morris Park Assem-

blyman Mark Gjonaj returned 
$25,000 in unspent state funding 
for his offi ce.

CITIZEN JOEL
Joel Rivera (“Realtor, Web 

Designer and Former Majority 
Leader of the NYC Council” crank-
ing up a new website highlighting 
his time in the City Council “and 
what I will be up to now as a Pri-
vate Citizen.”

Joel said his biggest accom-
plishment in his 12 years in that 
august body “has been delivering 
over $110,000,000 to the Bronx 
and helping to reshape the bor-
ough.” 

Check out his website at http://
www.joelriverany.com/blog/

CURSE YOU, JEFF!
Riverdale Assemblyman Jef-

frey Dinowitz defi nitely knows 
write from wrong should add up.

He’s pushing a bill in Albany to 
bring cursive writing and memori-
zation of the multiplication tables 
as a required part of basic educa-
tion curriculum, standardized tests 
be damned.

“The notion that a pupil could 
graduate from 12 years of educa-
tion without knowing how to sign 
his or her name in cursive is unac-
ceptable,” Dinowitz said. “Addition-
ally, the ability for pupils to show 
competency in basic multiplication 
through a proven method schools 
have used for years is of the utmost 
importance.”

COP CORNER 
Congrats. To Tom Degra-

zia at the Five-Two Squad in Bed-
ford Park, upped to prestigious De-
tective First Grade. Also, Detective 
Sal Giardina at the Four-Nine 
Squad in Morris Park, and Dave 
Lopez at Bronx Warrants Squad, 
both promoted to Detective Sec-
ond Grade.

BIRTHDAY BOY
Parkchester Assemblyman Luis 

Sepulveda hits the big FIVE 
OH-OH Tuesday, Feb. 11 while in 
session in Albany. But he’ll be throw-

ing a $100-a-head birthday party/
fundraiser Thursday, Feb. 13 at the 
F&J Pine on Bronxdale Ave. Know-
ing Luis, could he be having dreams 
of higher offi ce someday?   

UP THE LADDER
Veteran newsman and River-

dale resident David Lewis joining 
WNYC Radio as metro editor. Before 
moving up the ladder, Dave formerly 
did a stint as Daily News Bronx Bu-
reau Chief, and most recently served 
as as a CUNY grad journalism school 
instructor, overseeing the Mott Ha-
ven Herald.  

PASSINGS
Bronx-born and raised Gloria 

Leonard, nee Gloria Leonardi, 
70s and 80s porn star and publisher 
of High Society Magazine who pio-
neered the popularity of phone sex 
lines and celeb skin coverage, at age 
73. Leonard is best known for also 
giving the world the quote: “The dif-
ference between pornography and 
erotica is the lighting.” 

Another Bronxite, Linda Susan 
Boreman who died in 2002 at age 
53, was better known as Linda 
Lovelace of Deep Throat movie 
fame.
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Space is limited. A light meal will be served. 
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An Oral Treatment Option 
for Relapsing Forms of 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
An informative event for people

living with MS and their caregivers.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293 
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com. 

Event code: TR237284 (1119948) MS.US.PO1497.0313


	09.bronx.p01
	09.bronx.p02
	09.bronx.p03
	09.bronx.p04
	09.bronx.p05
	09.bronx.p06
	09.bronx.p07
	09.bronx.p08
	09.bronx.p09
	09.bronx.p10
	09.bronx.p11
	09.bronx.p12

