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Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RRN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here
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Meet on
Weiler

crowding

Continued on Page 67

Snuggling Up To Frosty

CHARTER
SCHOOL
FIGHT

Residents oppose proposed high school

Continued on Page 67
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Community leaders are brac-

ing for a possible fi ght over a pro-
posed charter high school for Mor-
ris Park-Van Nest. 

The school, to be named the 
Canvas Academy, will be designed 
for students in foster care, teen 
parents and over-aged and under-
credited students.

The proposal is just in it early 
stages.

Founder Erika Newsome said 
she chose Community Education 
Council 11 because most borough 
charter schools are concentrated 
in the South Bronx.

Newsome, who is a local resi-
dent, said she wants to serve her 
local community. Newsome said 
she hopes to open the school by 
the fall of 2015.

But some community lead-
ers are skeptical that the school 
would benefi t the local area.

“It’s not something we want, 

any more charter schools in our 
community,” said Al D’Angelo, 
vice chair of Community Board 
11. “They’re not serving the com-
munity they reside in.”

D’Angelo pointed to the lottery 
system charter schools use to ac-
cept applications. That means the 
Canvas Academy could be fi lled 
with students from outside CEC 
11, which covers a major swath of 
the east Bronx roughly from Mor-
ris Park north to the county line.

Unlike many other charter 
schools that use mass solicitation 
to recruit students, Newsome said 
the Canvas Academy would spe-
cifi cally recruit from local middle 
and high schools.

But Diane Norris, chair of 
Community Board 11’s education 
committee, said of the recruiting 
plan that “I’m sure other people 
will apply.” 

BY BEN KOCHMAN 
AND PATRICK ROCCHIO

An east Bronx community 
board is clashing with Montefi ore 
Medical Center over what it says 
is increased overcrowding at a lo-
cal hospital after Monte’s conver-
sion of the old Westchester Square 
Medical Center into a freestand-
ing emergency department.

Since March 2013, patients 
arriving at the new Montefi ore 

What a week for snow! A snow-storm blanked the Bronx on Monday, Feb. 3, 
but Jennifer Batista and Damir Redzepagic built the perfect snow man at 
Mayfl ower and Harrington avenues in Waterbury-LaSalle, making the best of 
the weather.   

Photo by Aracelis Batisita
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com



3
      B

R
O

N
X

 T
IM

E
S

 R
E

P
O

R
T

E
R

    F
e

b
r

u
a

r
y

 7
-

1
3

, 2
0

1
4

   

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The South Bronx may 

want a soccer stadium.
At least according to an 

unscientifi c survey at a re-
cent Town Hall Meeting.

Three out of four people 
polled at a packed Jan. 15 
meeting believe a Major 
League Soccer arena “is a 
good idea for River Avenue,” 
according to the survey by 
the 161st Street Business Im-
provement District.

Locals have debated the 
pros and cons since Decem-
ber, when reports leaked 
that the New York City Foot-
ball Club had closed a deal 
with City Hall to build a 
28,000-seat complex on River 
Avenue and E. 157th Street 
near Yankee Stadium.

Critics at the meeting 
slammed the plan —which 
has fi zzled out with the new 
mayor — for providing mil-
lions in public subsidies.

The meeting’s 58 speak-

ers were closely split.
The BID’s poll of 168 at-

tendees shows stadium fans 
on board even with taxpayer 
funding, which is opposed 
by local electeds.

Only one of out fi ve in the 
survey answered ‘yes’ when 
asked if their opinion hinged 
on public funding.

 “I remain committed 
to the principle that any 
stadium must be paid for 

without public funding and 
must not receive special tax 
breaks,” Congressman Jose 
Serrano said the day after 
the Town Hall Meeting.

Stadium naysayers ques-
tioned whether the survey 
truly captured the spirit of 
the community. Many speak-
ers at the meeting were from 
groups that work with the 
Yankees, part owners of NY-
CFC, including youth sports 

organizations Madison 
Square Boys and Girls Club 
and Harlem RBI.

“I can’t say I speak for the 
community —nobody can, 
at this point —but I can say 
that I feel the Town Hall was 
packed by the Yankees,” said 
Killian Jordan, a local who 
opposes the stadium plan.

The BID went above and 
beyond in its community 
outreach, giving out thou-

sands of fl yers at local hous-
ing projects and to groups, 
said Cary Goodman, the 
group’s executive director. 

But the room was so 
jammed that not every local 
who wanted entry got in.

“It’s by no means a sci-
entifi c survey of how the 
community feels, but it does 
show that a local voice exists 
that would like to see a sta-
dium here,” Goodman said.

He said that he wasn’t 
surprised by the survey 
results, since the space in 
question now hosts an un-
derused and debt-saddled 
parking garage.

“If there was a compet-
ing proposal for the space, 
maybe those opinions would 
change,” Goodman said. 
“But for now, this is the only 
option out there.”

But naysayers question poll validity

(Left) A Spanish language copy of the survey given out at the meeting.
(Right) Leo Glickman was among those against the stadium at the Jan. 15 meeting —but three-fourths of locals surveyed felt like the MLS arena was ta good ideafor River 
Avenue.                                                                                                         Photo by Ben Kochman 

Poll: Locals want soccer arena

Competition Companies and  
NEW Hip Hop Company

ANDREA’S DANCE STUDIO
904 MORRIS PARK AVE. BRONX, NY 10462       (718) 597–9869

 52

Ballroom Dancing
Wedding Dancing Our Specialty

Get in shape with
ZUMBA Thursdays at 7:15pm

ALL LEVELS COMPETITION TEAMS
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Your Neighborhood 
— Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:
(718) 597-1116
General Fax:

(718) 518-0038
News Phone: 

(718) 742-3393
News E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3398

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS 
#730390) is published weekly by 
Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a subsid-
iary of  News Community Newspaper 
Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 2014. 
Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Sub-
scriptions $8.00 per year. Postmaster, 
Send address changes to Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, 
NY 10454. ISSN #8750-4499.

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Times Re-

porter will publish your 
announcements. Send an-

nouncements along with 
photo to: Bronx Times Re-
porter, 900 E. 132nd St., 
Bronx, NY 10454, or e-mail 

Country Life, Twin Labs, Schiff, Solgar, New Chapter, Nature’s Way 
Vitamins & Herbs, Source Natural, Nature’s Herb’s and Jarrow

WE ACCEPT EBT

HEALTHY LIVING

WE CARRY A
WIDE VARIETY OF
FRESH ORGANIC PRODUCE 

GLUTEN FREE FOODS

HOMEOPATHIC PRODUCTS 

AND SO MUCH MORE

2173 White Plains Road
OPEN

7 DAYS
Just South of Pelham Parkway

718-931-4335

SALE - 25%
 

OFF
MSR

SALE - 50% OFF
MSR

INFORM
SALE ENDS 02/28/14

DR. YVETTE CALDERON

Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Birthday

Gail Bonsignore, a 
faithful Bronx Times Re-
porter reader who has 
called Morris Park home 
for about 50 years, wishes 
her granddaughter a Happy 
Birthday. 

“Congratulations to 
granddaughter Adriana 
Bonsignore who celebrated 
her 2nd birthday on Febru-
ary 17. May you always keep 
your loving personality 
and friendly smile. We love 
you sweetie so much,” said 
proud grandparents Lou 

and Gail Bonsignore.

Award Winning Doctor 

The North Bronx Health 
Network’s Dr. Yvette Cal-

deron was one of only 
three doctors throughout 
New York State to be recog-
nized by the state Depart-
ment of Health’s Lauben-
stein Award. The award 
is in recognition for her 
decades of work in HIV/
AIDS prevention efforts. 
Dr. Calderon an emergency 
department physician and 
chief of Urgent Care at Ja-
cobi Medical Center, has 
led HHC’s efforts to combat 
HIV/AIDS through a vari-
ety of innovative programs 

that engage undeserved 
communities and at-risk 
populations.

NBHN and Jacobi are 
part of New York City’s 
Health and Hospitals Cor-
poration has many initia-
tives that engage unde-
served communities and 
at-risk populations, includ-
ing people who may be or 
are HIV positive.

“Since I was at Albert 
Einstein College of Medi-
cine, I’ve always wanted to 
work with disadvantaged 
populations who need ac-
cess to care,” Calderon 
said.

OPEN HOUSE hours every Thursday from 4-7pm. 
Feel free to drop in to see our new space and meet some of 

the Professionals offering services at our new WELLNESS CENTER.

We offer Physical Therapy for all ages and orthopedic conditions. We accept 
all major Medical Plans, Worker’s Compensation and No-fault insurance.

Modalities include: 
Low level Laser, BIODEX, shortwave diathermy, ultrasound, electrical stimulation, mechanical 
traction, paraffi n, manual therapy, therapeutic exercise, balance training, and a Medical Gym.

Besides traditional Physical Therapy, we also offer:
Therapeutic massage, Personal Training Sessions, a Wellness Program, Balance Classes, Fall 

Prevention Program, Trigger Point Injections, Iridology, Skin Care (microdermabrasion and 
facials), Functional Capacity Evaluations, Work Hardening/Conditioning, and Durable Medical 

Equipment (ie. canes and walkers). We also install the Philips Lifeline Alert Systems.

We have now opened our new location; 
complete with a Medical Gym!

CITY ISLAND 
PHYSICAL THER APY AND WELLNESS CENTER

Janine Mantzaris Physical Therapy, P.C. 464 

City Island Avenue, Bronx, NY 10464 | 718-885-1079

For more information, email us at cityislandpt@gmail.com or 
visit us at www.cityislandpt.com

Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook for occasional updates.
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1475 Williamsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 10461| www.kaifusionbronx.com

Tel: (718) 863-7900  (718) 863-7901 | Fax:(718) 829-6943 |

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Mon-Thurs 11:30 am - 10:30 pm | Fri -Sat 11:30 am - 11:30 pm | Sun 12 noon - 10 pm

15% OFF
Dine in & pick up, Exclude Lunch & Combo Meal

Cannot combine with 
any other offer or certificate

w. coupon only
Expires 2/28/2014

$6.95
Everyday Kitchen Lunch Special

w. Soup or Soda
Dine in only, no cash value, cannot combine w. 

any other offer or certificate 
w.  coupon only

Expires 2/28/2014

$10.95
3 Course Combo Special

Dine in only, no cash value, cannot combine w. any 
other offer or certificate

 w. coupon only
Expires 2/28/2014

PERFORMANCE
USHERING IN GOOD FORTUNE, GOOD LUCK, GOOD HEALTH, WEALTH AND LONGEVITY 

FOR THE LUNAR NEW YEAR...COME JOIN US ON:

DATE: SATURDAY, 8 FEBRUARY 2014
TIME: 6:45 P.M.

VENUE: KAI SUSHI & ASIAN FUSION RESTAURANT

GRAND OPENING
NEW OWNERSHIP

FUN, THRILLING & EXCITING LION DANCE PERFORMANCES NOT TO BE MISSED!
FREE “LUCKY MONEY” (RED ENVELOPE) FOR ALL GUESTS!
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MON-FRI 

ANY FULL PET GROOMING

ANY STORE PURCHASE

ANY PUPPY PURCHASE

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A Throggs Neck local 

wants to change the way 
Bronxites smoke — but a 
proposed State law would 
vaporize his business 
dreams.

Smrt Vape, a store sell-
ing electronic vapor smok-
ing devices called “e-tanks,” 
opened on E. Tremont Av-
enue this January. The 
shop’s futuristic inhalation 
machines help tobacco us-
ers wean themselves off the 
real thing, claims 28-year-
old co-owner Diego Osto-
laza, who started the shop 
with partner Luis Viejo.

But just days after Smrt 
Vape’s opening, a Bronx 
lawmaker proposed a bill 
that could see Ostolaza’s 
business go up in smoke.

Harsh e-cig laws?

A law sponsored by 
Bronx Assemblyman Jef-
frey Dinowitz would tax e-
cigarettes under the same 
bracket as other tobacco 
products, claiming that 
their health benefi t claims 

have appeared out of thin 
air.

“E-cigarettes aren’t the 
safe alternative the indus-
try makes them out to be,” 
Dinowitz said in a state-
ment. “These devices are 
marketed as smoking cessa-
tion tools, when in actuality 
they are anything but.”

But Ostolaza argued 
that with a closer look Di-
nowitz’s pro-regulation ar-

guments vaporize. The pol 
criticizes e-cigs for being 
fi lled with chemicals and 
designed to look like to-
bacco cigarettes.

A society of ‘vapers’

But Smrt Vape’s prod-
ucts are far more sophisti-
cated than that, Ostolaza 
said. The shop’s vaporizing 
kits (a one-time payment of 
around $30) include a bat-
tery-powered e-tank and 

a plastic squeeze bottle of 
“Vape Juice.”

The juice gets poured 
into a cavity in the tank’s 
center and, with a mere 
push of a button, heated up 
into inhalable vapor. 

Smokers trying to quit 
start with a juice with a 
higher level of nicotine in 
it, and then switch to a liq-
uid with less and less nico-
tine until they’ve gotten rid 
of the dependence on the 
drug.

Not tobacco 
“Vaping is not tobacco 

and should not be in any 
category associated with to-
bacco,” Ostolaza said. “My 
products don’t have thou-
sands of carcinogens in 
them.”

The 90 varieties of e-liq-
uid, or Vape Juice, Ostolaza 
sells have only four ingre-
dients: Nicotine, Propylene 
Glycol, Vegetable Glycerin, 
and one of 90 FDA-approved 
fl avors.

None of those chemi-
cals are any different from 

the types of preservatives 
found in a can of soda, he 
argued.

For now, Ostalaza 
can also sell the smokers 
he’s been plucking off the 
streets of Throggs Neck on 
price. After the initial $30 
for a kit, each 10 ml bottle 
of Vape Juice, which he said 
lasts a few weeks, costs just 
$10.

That price would sky-

rocket if Dinowitz has his 
way in Albany. Ostalaza 
says that’d be bad news for 
his customers whose lives 
have changed with the help 
of his products.

“I trust the words of the 
ex-smokers, that tell me, “I 
feel better” “I can Breath 
now” “My chest doesn’t 
hurt.”” He said. “ I can go 
on all day with testimoni-
als.”

Throggs Neck shop fi ghting Albany bill

Shopowner Diego Ostolaza samples one of his “e-tanks.” 
 Photo courtesy Smrt Vape

Not your average cigarette: Ostolaza and partner Luis Viejo show 
off their array of shiny e-tanks to a customer. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Battle over ‘safe’ cigarettes
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LUNCH WITH MURRAY
Life is good for Murray “Don’t 

Worry Murray” Richman.
Trading tales over lunch at Enzo’s Res-

taurant near his Morris Park office, the 
76-year-old superstar of criminal lawyers is 
celebrating his 50th anniversary of admis-
sion to the bar - and a career of represent-
ing scores of mobsters, rap stars, politicians 
and others whose fi rst thought after arrest 
or legal heat is “call Murray.”

Never shy about his successes, there’s 
a wealth of material there just made for a 
TV series, especially with lawyer daughter 
Stacey now a co-equal partner in the busy 
legal fi rm and handling her own high-pro-
fi le cases.

In fact, Stacey just got back from Los An-
geles after conferring with bigwigs on a se-
ries in the works about a high-profi le father-
daughter legal team bearing strong resem-
blance  - “I want DeNiro to play me,” Murray 
joked (?).

Once that’s off the ground, he told us 
Simon & Shuster publishers will get rolling 
with his self-penned auto-bio, aptly named 
(and copywrited) ‘Don’t Worry Murray’.

PARTY VS. GUSTAVO
We generally don’t post links to anon-

ymously authored blogs, but the current 
item on Senator Gustavo Rivera and no 

love lost with the Bronx Democratic Party 
is worth a read, given our recent columns 
on Party Boss Carl Heastie planning lit-
tle to no support for Gustavo in the upcom-
ing September primary. We’ve already men-
tioned Councilman Fernando Cabrera 
as a possible challenger. Go to http://chang-
ingbronxpolitics.blogspot.com/.

MELISSA
So, now that she’s been elected, “Pro-

gressive” City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito is back to not reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance or putting her hand to 
her heart during the singing of the Star Span-
gled Banner. Something about independence 
or statehood for Puerto Rico. But Realpolitik 
interferred with moral principal and she sud-
denly began doing it when she got serious 
about campaigning for the Speaker’s post.

And at her swearing-in at Hostos Com-
munity College Wednesday night, Jan. 29 
she chose to place her hand on the City 
Charter rather than a Bible. Just sayin’.

THE SCHUM
Mayor Bill deB (who was on time) get-

ting some appreciative laughs from the as-
sembled electeds at Melissa’s swearing-
in, referring to seemingly everywhere Con-
gressman Charles Schumer: “Raise 
your hands if Chuck Schumer’s ever been at 
your swear-in.”

SEATMATES
Bravo to whoever handled the seating 

arrangements for Assemblyman Victor 
Pichardo’s swearing-in at Bronx Com-
munity College, putting 83-year-old Bronx/
Harlem Congressman Charlie Rangel 
next to North Manhattan state Senator 
Adriano Espaillat, his 2012 primary 
challenger and likely to be one again in the 
June congressional primary, with Rangel 
seeking a 24th term.  
RAISING BUX
Marcos Crespo telling a fundrais-
ing crowd (only his second in a year)  
that its tough for a lotta electeds since 
member item funding is now a thing of 
the past in Albany.
“I’ve had to go into my campaign fund 
to help out local churches   and other 
groups in need of money.”

THRIFTY GJONAJ
We hear Morris Park Assemblyman 

Mark Gjonaj returned $25,000 in un-
spent state funding for his offi ce.

CITIZEN JOEL
Joel Rivera (“Realtor, Web De-

signer and Former Majority Leader of the 
NYC Council” cranking up a new web-
site highlighting his time in the City Coun-
cil “and what I will be up to now as a Pri-
vate Citizen.”

Joel said his biggest accomplishment in 
his 12 years in that august body “has been 
delivering over $110,000,000 to the Bronx 
and helping to reshape the borough.” 

Check out his website at http://www.
joelriverany.com/blog/

CURSE YOU, JEFF!
Riverdale Assemblyman Jeffrey Di-

nowitz defi nitely knows write from wrong 
should add up.

He’s pushing a bill in Albany to bring cur-
sive writing and memorization of the multi-
plication tables as a required part of basic 
education curriculum, standardized tests 
be damned.

“The notion that a pupil could graduate 
from 12 years of education without know-
ing how to sign his or her name in cursive is 
unacceptable,” Dinowitz said. “Additionally, 
the ability for pupils to show competency 
in basic multiplication through a proven 
method schools have used for years is of the 
utmost importance.”

COP CORNER 
Congrats. To Tom Degrazia at the 

Five-Two Squad in Bedford Park, upped to 
prestigious Detective First Grade. Also, De-
tective Sal Giardina at the Four-Nine 
Squad in Morris Park, and Dave Lopez 
at Bronx Warrants Squad, both promoted to 
Detective Second Grade.

BIRTHDAY BOY
Parkchester Assemblyman Luis Sep-

ulveda hits the big FIVE OH-OH Tuesday, 
Feb. 11 while in session in Albany. But he’ll 
be throwing a $100-a-head birthday party/
fundraiser Thursday, Feb. 13 at the F&J Pine 
on Bronxdale Ave. Knowing Luis, could he be 
having dreams of higher offi ce someday?   

UP THE LADDER
Veteran newsman and Riverdale resi-

dent David Lewis joining WNYC Ra-
dio as metro editor. Before moving up the 
ladder, Dave formerly did a stint as Daily 
News Bronx Bureau Chief, and most re-
cently served as as a CUNY grad journal-
ism school instructor, overseeing the Mott 
Haven Herald.  

PASSINGS
Bronx-born and raised Gloria Leon-

ard, nee Gloria Leonardi, 70s and 80s porn 
star and publisher of High Society Magazine 
who pioneered the popularity of phone sex 
lines and celeb skin coverage, at age 73. 
Leonard is best known for also giving the 
world the quote: “The difference between 
pornography and erotica is the lighting.” 

Another well known Bronxite, Linda Su-
san Boreman who died in 2002 at age 53, 
was better known as Linda Lovelace of 
Deep Throat movie fame.

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter
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Quick! Can you name any conditions of the 
eye? Often the first things that come to mind are 
nearsightedness (myopia), pink eye (conjuncti-
vitis), “lazy eye” (amblyopia, commonly found in 
children)… then there are the more serious condi-
tions like cataracts, glaucoma, and detachment of 
the retina.  What do all of the above have in com-
mon?  They range in how critical they are, but all 
are detectable during the course of an annual eye 
exam.  

Did you know that everyone, starting around 
age 40 or even before, will experience age-related 
presbyopia (the need for reading glasses)?  Re-
peated exposure of the eyes to sunlight also has 
many negative effects:

Short term: risk of photokeratitis (corneal in-
flammation, like a sunburn to the eye)

Longer term: Retinal damage, increased risk of 
cataracts, pterygium (a growth in the corner of the 
eyes) and pinguecula (a lesion on the surface tis-
sue of the white part of your eye)

From a cosmetic perspective, we all know that 
over time, the very sensitive skin that surrounds 
your eyes will naturally get thinner, drier, and start 
to wrinkle. However, ongoing exposure to the sun’s 
powerful rays will accelerate this process – and 
can cause skin cancer.  

Once again, an annual eye exam will detect the 
above and your optometrist can provide treatment 
options where available. In some cases, the an-
swer is simple: a pair of reading glasses with your 
correct prescription, a pair of sunglasses with total 
UVA/UVB protection (polarized lenses are always 
a good choice) is all you need to protect your eyes 
from the sun. An ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure…

Unfortunately, too many people self-diagnose 
and rationalize the need for a full eye exam merely 
because they can “still see OK.”  Refraction, or the 
test that determines your eyewear prescription, is 

only one part of the comprehensive eye examina-
tion.  Proper eye health really requires you have 
your eyes examined every year.

However, due to employment changes and 
other life events, some people do not have vision 
benefits; or they have insurance, but it only covers 
an exam every other year. Enter the Metro Optics 
Vision Club, the ideal choice:

For those who don’t have eyecare insurance, 
or

As a supplement for those with vision benefits 
that only cover services every other year

The $99 annual Vision Club membership fee 
covers a yearly comprehensive eye exam at any 
Metro Optics location, plus a pair of glasses (sin-
gle-vision or bifocal, with standard lenses) from 
the Vision Club selection. 

If you’re looking beyond the basics, Vision Club 
memberships also entitle you to discounts on 

frame and lens upgrades, as well as second pairs 
and contacts.

Metro’s new e-commerce site, www.metroop-
ticsonline.com, offers easy online sign-up for 
the Vision Club.  Simply logon and complete the 
sign-up information under the Vision Club Plan 
section.  All major credit cards are accepted.  If 
you’re a business owner looking to add vision ben-
efits to your overall employee insurance package, 
Metro can arrange group rates for your member-
ship.  Simply contact john@metrooptics.com for 
more details. 

 Metro Optics has three Bronx locations: in 
Parkchester at 1332 Metropolitan Avenue, in Hunts 
Point at 1038 Southern Boulevard, and Pelham Bay 
at 25 Westchester Square.  A vast library of eye 
health information is available on the main Metro 
Optics website www.metrooptics.com. Reach a 
live operator at 1-800-230-EYES.

Annual Eye Exams: 
Screen, Prevent, Treat
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
Who’s your daddy?
This Bronx-based business can 

help you fi nd out.
As another Valentine’s Day 

rolls around, mobile DNA testing 
truckers Health Street are an-
swering that essential question 
that can result from the season’s 
lovemaking.

The company has reunited fa-
thers with long lost daughters and 
brought together siblings sepa-
rated at birth since it started of-
fering on-the-spot maternity and 
paternity tests out of a small fl eet 
of graffi ti-decorated vans in 2010.

“You just wouldn’t believe the 
insane dramatic situations that 
people are faced with,” said Jared 
Rosenthal, who founded the com-
pany.

His vans team leaves their 
perch under the Third Avenue 
Bridge every morning to hit NYC’s 
streets in an attention-grabbing 
truck with the words “Who’s your 
Daddy” painted on its side. 

The paternity test is simple and 
quick: A quick cheek swab and 

$350 later, the genetic material is 
FedExed to a lab in Ohio. Poten-
tial parents get the life-changing 
news in just a couple weeks.

And the majority of those po-
tential parents—contrary to the 
depictions of absentee fatherhood 
(“You’re NOT the father!”) on day-
time TV—actually want the re-
sults to come back positive, Rosen-
thal said.

“There’s never been a time 
when dad comes in, found out the 
kid isn’t his and does a dance,” 
Rosenthal said.

Sure, there are cases where a 
parent is upset that they’ll be le-
gally held accountable to pay child 
support. But mostly Health Street 
is about bringing loved ones to-
gether.

On a recent Tuesday, Leycy 
Jimenez, a Dominican immigrant 
who now lives in Fordham, swung 
by Health Street’s walk-in clinic 
on the eighth fl oor of a commer-
cial building on Third Avenue in 
Port Morris.

Jimenez was being tested to 
confi rm her relationship with her 

mother, who still lives in Santo 
Domingo. She’d like to bring her 
mom to the States, but the Consul-
ate’s offi ce needs genetic proof.

“It would mean a lot to be able 
to take care of her as she gets old,” 
Jimenez said.

Demand for genealogical clar-
ity has been constant since Rosen-
thal started the company. The 
van’s playful sign, which was 
painted by the legendary South 
Bronx street artists TatsCru, 
helps break the ice.

“People have been thinking 
about this stuff sometimes for 
over 20 years,” Rosenthal said. 
“All of sudden they see the truck 
and come in.”

The Bronx is and always will 
be the DNA testing truck’s home 
base, but Rosenthal said the ser-
vice spans the entire city. 

People of all different ethnici-
ties and income levels come in 
to fi nd out the truth about their 
families.

“It’s not an economic issue,” 
Rosenthal said. “It’s a human is-
sue.”

Bronx DNA biz answers the question

Jared Rosenthal hits the streets in his Daddy-mobile to provide legal paternity 
tests.  Photo by Ben Kochman

‘Who’s your daddy?’
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40th PCT.
SAT, DEC. 21st, 12:30 a.m. – 

Westchester Ave. and Trinity Ave. 
Police took another gun off of South 
Bronx streets with the arrest of a 
young male. This time a 20 year 
old black male was found to be in 
possession of a 380-caliber pis-
tol. Upon checking, the young man 
failed to obtain the proper permit to 
have a weapon in NYC. The pistol 
was vouched as evidence pending 
the outcome of the court hearing.

SAT, DEC. 21st, 7:15 a.m. – 253 
East 149 St. Authorities are look-
ing for a black male believed to be 
in his twenties. The unknown male 
at gunpoint entered a bodega. With 
the gun being displayed, the thief 
demanded money but fled empty 
handed. 

SUN, DEC. 22nd, 1:10 a.m. – 
383 East 141 St. Another arrest was 
made by police who took a pistol 
away from a person who failed to 
obtain the proper license to own and 
carry a gun in NYC. This time a 380-
caliber pistol was vouched by police 
for the pending court proceedings. 

MON, DEC. 23rd, 5:10 p.m. – 
3044 Third Ave. Police are looking 
into a robbery where a weapon was 
displayed. An armed black male was 
reported to have display a gun dur-
ing the incident. Officials indicated 
that there were no reported injuries. 

MON, DEC. 23rd, 10:45 p.m. – 
Brown Pl. and East 137 St. At gun 
point a black male took a vehicle 
away from its driver. The unknown 
thief along with two other culprits 
fled in the stolen vehicle leaving the 
carless driver uninjured.

41st PCT.
SAT, DEC. 21st, 8:45 p.m. – 

623 Manida St. Police investigators 
working in the Hunts Point area are 
looking for the person who shot a 
young woman. A 21 year old black 
female was taken to Lincoln Medical 
Center suffering from multiple bul-
let wounds. 

SUN, DEC. 22nd, 7:05 a.m. – 
Westchester Ave. and Bryant Ave. 
Police investigators are looking for 
two persons who impersonated po-
lice officers during a robbery. The 
two unknown culprits robbed their 
victim of a cell phone posing as po-
lice officers while indicating that 
they were armed. 

SUN, DEC. 22nd, 8:55 a.m. – 
East 165 St. and Intervale Ave. An 
unidentified culprit fired several bul-
lets at the victim of a robbery. The 
victim attempted to chase the black 
male culprit who was possibly in 
his twenties. The bold culprit fired 
the gun at least twice at the victim 
missing the human target.   

MON, DEC. 23rd, 1:55 a.m. – 
1315 Lafayette Ave. Police officers 
are looking for a min-van. The ve-
hicle’s occupant fired several shot 
from the vehicle before fleeing the 
Hunts Point area. Police checked 
near-by hospitals but were unable 
to locate any victims. However, au-

thorities did recover evidence at the 
crime scene.

42nd PCT.
FRI, DEC. 20th, 11:30 p.m. – 

766 East 169 St. Another teenager 
ended up in trouble with the law en-
forcement community. A 19 year old 
Hispanic male was arrested when 
he was found with a 22-caliber gun. 
The weapon was vouched as evi-
dence for the teen’s trail. 

SAT, DEC. 21st, 6:00 a.m. – 951 
Prospect Ave. Police are looking for 
the people who attacked two per-
sons causing them to be transport-
ed to Lincoln Medical Center. A 22 
year old black female was suffering 
from slash wounds to the left fore-
arm, left knee, and the rear of her 
head. The second victim, a 22 year 
old Hispanic male was suffering 
from three stab wounds. The man 
had been stabbed in the left hand, 
buttocks, and also the right thigh. 
The attackers were described as a 
group of Hispanic males. Local in-
vestigators are handling the inquiry.

SUN, DEC. 22nd, 8:00 p.m. – 
Boston Rd. and Prospect Ave. High-
way 1’s highly trained Critical Inves-
tigation Squad were requested to 
respond to the scene of a serious 
accident. A male was crossing the 
street apparently against the traffic 
light when he was struck by a pass-
ing vehicle. First responders were 
notified as the driver remained on 
the scene with the victim. The male 
victim was transported to Lincoln 
Medical Center in critical condition. 
An inquiry is underway.   

43rd PCT.
No major incidents reported.

44th PCT.
FRI, DEC. 20th, 9:30 a.m. – 

East 154 St. and Macomb’s Dam 
Bridge. A police pursuit ended after 
a motorist damaged a civilian vehi-
cle and a police vehicle. The incident 
started on the north bound lanes of 
the Henry Hudson Pkwy. The speed-
ing vehicle made its way onto anoth-
er nearby roadway after sideswiping 
the civilian vehicle and a Highway 1 
vehicle. One person was arrested, 
and all of the police officers escaped 
injures.  

FRI, DEC. 20th, 4:55 p.m. – 320 
East 167 St. Armed with a search 
warrant police investigators made 
three arrest before the day was 
over. One of the police officers fired 
two bullets at a vicious pit bull dog. 
Meanwhile while inside the struc-
ture three suspects were arrested 

by the raiding sleuths. The inquiry 
continues.   

SUN, DEC. 22nd, 12:55 a.m. – 
Major Deegan Expwy. and East 149 
St. Police have started an inqui-
ry into the death of a man. The 59 
year old man died at Lincoln Medical 
Center after being struck by a vehi-
cle. Police officers from Highway 1’s 
Critical Investigation Squad are han-
dling the inquiry. 

SUN, DEC. 22nd, 9:45 a.m. – 
1225 Sheridan Ave. Police officers 
were able to remove another gun 
from the streets of the Morrisania 
community. This time a 26 year old 
black woman was arrested after 
being found in possession of a 25-
caliber handgun. The weapon was 
vouched as evidence for the wom-
an’s trail.   

MON, DEC. 23rd, 4:30 a.m. – 
285 East 171 St. Law enforcement 
officials are looking into an incident 
where a male had been stabbed. 
The victim was transported to St. 
Barnabas Hospital. Local detectives 
are handling the inquiry. 

MON, DEC. 23rd, 6:50 a.m. – 
22 Elliot Pl. A woman was arrested 
by authorities looking into a stab-
bing. A male victim, the culprit’s 
husband, was apparently stabbed 
by the woman during a dispute with 
a wound to the back of the head. 
The injured man was transported 
to Bronx Lebanon Hospital in stable 
condition. 

45th PCT.
SUN, DEC. 22nd, 1:45 p.m. – 

1493 Zerega Ave. Authorities are 
looking for a shotgun carrying cul-
prit. Armed with the heavy duty 
weapon, an unknown male robbed 
a neighborhood deli of four-hundred 
dollars. Additional police officers 
were deployed into the area to help 
search for the culprit, but their ef-
fects were not successful. 

SUN, DEC. 22nd, 4:00 p.m. 
– 1524 Mayflower Ave. Police re-
ceived another report of a male rob-
bing a grocery store with a shotgun. 
This time the thief fled with only one 
hundred dollars. Additional police 
officers were redeployed into the 
area, but their search was fruitless. 
No injuries were reported.  

MON, DEC. 23rd, 11:00 p.m. – 
2884 Wilkinson Ave. Local police 
officers required additional assis-
tance from specially trained police 
officials upon having a face off with 
a barricaded person. Police officers 
from the Emergency Service Squad 
upon arrival summoned up the situ-
ation and requested the response of 
the Hostage Negations Team in ad-

dition to Technical Assistance and 
Response Unit.   

46th PCT.
SUN, DEC. 22nd, 10:00 p.m. – 

Valentine Ave. and East 183 St. The 
medical staff treated two males who 
were injured during an attack. Po-
lice are looking for three unknown 
culprits who slashed the two male 
victims. The victims were taken to 
Saint Barnabas Hospital where they 
were reported to be in stable con-
dition. Local detectives are handling 
the inquiry. 

47th PCT.
FRI, DEC. 20th. 6:50 p.m. – 

3400 Boston Rd. Authorities are 
looking for three armed young black 
males believed to be teenagers. 
The young unknown trio at gun-
point pistol whipped an employee 
who required medical assistance. 
The culprits fled with money taken 
from the cash register. Afterwards 
the injured victim was transported 
to Montefiore Hospital. 

SAT, DEC. 21st, 9:10 a.m. – 691 
East 241 St. Police officers have 
taken an additional gun off of local 
streets in the Wakefield community. 
This time a 22-caliber pistol was 
vouched as evidence. 

SUN, DEC. 22nd, 8:35 p.m. – 
4629 Carpenter Ave. A family dis-
pute turned fatal for a Wakefield 
area couple. A 52 year old man is 
being charged with stabbing his 47 
year old wife in the back. The wom-
an was transported to Montefiore’s 
Wakefield Division Hospital in trau-
matic arrest, but she expired at the 
medical facility.  

48th PCT.
FRI, DEC. 20th, 12:50 a.m. – 

Cross Bronx Expwy and Third Ave. 
First responders were dispatched 
to the scene of a multi-vehicle ac-
cident in the west bound lanes. Of-
ficials indicated that a tractor trailer 
was involved in addition to four oth-
er vehicles causing all westbound 
traffic to come to a halt causing a 
massive back-up. Upon examining 
the persons involved with the acci-
dent, one person was deemed to be 
in critical condition and was trans-
ported to St. Barnabas Hospital. 
Three other persons also required 
medical attention. Highway # 1 of-
ficers were on the scene. A motor-
ist was arrested being charged with 
driving while intoxicated. A review 
of the incident is underway. Traffic 
heading toward New Jersey started 
to flow again at 5 a.m.

FRI, DEC. 20th, 3:50 p.m. – 695 
East 182 St. An investigation is un-
derway after property from a school 
was discovered missing. The prin-
ciple of P.S. # 51 realized that the 
office computer equipment was 
missing. Police investigators were 
informed that a desk top computer, 
printer, along with the main CPU had 
been taken. Local detectives will 
handle the inquiry. 

FRI, DEC. 20th, 7:35 p.m. – 666 
East Tremont Ave. Police officials 
were alerted to a shooting. Arriv-
ing officers found a 19 year old His-
panic teen suffering from two bullet 
wounds. One of the bullets ripped 
into the victim’s abdomen while the 
second entered the shoulder. De-
spite effects to assist the teen, he 
expired within thirty minutes. Au-
thorities at the scene deployed addi-
tional police officers into the area to 
help with a search for the culprit. 

SAT, DEC. 21st, 11:55 a.m. – 
617 East 179 St. Police looking into 
a reported dispute found an unex-
pected gun. Vouched by arresting 
police officers was a loaded 9-mm 
pistol. 

49th PCT.
SAT, DEC. 21st, 4:00 p.m. – 

Williamsbridge Rd. and Neil Ave. 
Members of Highway 1’s Critical In-
vestigation Squad were summoned 
to the scene of a fatal vehicle acci-
dent. An accident between a motor-
cycle and another vehicle cost a 40 
year old male his life. The incident is 
under investigation.

SUN, DEC. 22nd, 2:55 p.m. – 
1971 Bronxwood Ave. Police are 
looking for a Hispanic male who 
used a shotgun to commit a robbery. 
The six-foot, about 30 years old was 
spotted carrying a duffle bag when 
he robbed a neighborhood business. 
The thief made off with five-hundred 
dollars officials indicated. 

50th PCT.
SAT, DEC. 21st, 2:05 a.m. – 

Broadway and West 251 St. Police 
officers provided assistance in re-
moving an emotionally disturbed 
person from the community. The 
male was transported to North Cen-
tral Bronx Hospital and provided 
with medical assistance. 

52nd PCT. 
FRI, DEC. 20th, 1:45 p.m. – 6 

West 190 St. A 22 year old man was 
arrested by an undercover detec-
tive. The Hispanic male was found 
to be in possession of a 25-cali-
ber pistol. Since the suspect failed 
to obtain the proper permit for the 
weapon, he could be facing several 
years in jail. 

MON, DEC. 23rd, 2:20 a.m. 
– 2441 Jerome Ave. Police inves-
tigators are looking into a robbery 
attempt. An unidentified person 
armed with a gun attempted to rob a 
Pay-o-matic store. But it’s reported 
that the would-be thief left empty 
handed. 

MON, DEC. 23rd, 3:45 p.m. – 
2473 Davidson Ave. Officials are 
looking for two males who attempt-
ed to break into a home near West 
Fordham Rd. A black male along 
with a Hispanic male attempted to 
force their way into a home. The pair 
impersonated a delivery service, and 
punched the victim while attempting 
to gain entry into the home. The cul-
prits fled empty handed. 

MON, DEC. 23rd, 7:00 p.m. – 
Grand Concourse and East 198 St. 
Police officers at the scene of an ac-
cident ended up arresting the mo-
torist. A pedestrian was struck by 
a vehicle. The injured victim was 
transported to St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal. The motorist was arrested being 
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. Police officers from Highway 
1’s Critical Investigation Squad were 
dispatched to the scene to conduct 
the inquiry. 

TRANSIT
FRI, DEC. 20th, 2:00 p.m. – 

East 149 St. and Third Ave. Authori-
ties came to the aid of a 25 year old 
black male after being stabbed mul-
tiple times. The male victim was suf-
fering from two stab wounds to the 
back, one to the left arm, and anoth-
er one to the left side of the chest. 
The attack took place along the # 2 
IRT Train line. The injured man was 
transported to Lincoln Medical Cen-
ter in critical condition.  

HOUSING
No Major Incidents Reported.

FIRE LOG
FRI, DEC. 20th, 2:43 p.m. – 

1128 Underhill Ave. A reported fire 
destroyed a private home in the 
Sound View community. As fire-
fighters arrived at the scene, a blaze 
was located on the second floor of 
the wooden structure. An addition-
al ladder company was requested 
prior to the transmission of a sec-
ond alarm. By 3:21 p.m. firefighters 
made progress conducting search-
es in the attic area of the building 
before the fire was declared under 
control. 

FRI, DEC. 20th, 8:10 p.m. – 396 
East 170 St. The incident command-
er upon arrival at the scene of a fire 
near Clay Ave. requested additional 
assistance for a fire in a residential 
building. The blaze was located in 
the rear of a three story dwelling. 
Division 6 responded and assumed 
command of the extinguishment op-
erations indicating at 8:25 p.m. that 
two hose lines were stretched and 
one was already in operation com-
batting the fire. An additional lad-
der company was requested at 8:46 
p.m. Shortly after 9 p.m. the inci-
dent was declared under control. 
Officials indicated that all residents 
had escaped from the building with-
out any injuries.
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An open letter to 
the Bronx Council 
delegation

 I am a Bronx businessman who supports 
the ideal of earned sick time for workers. In 
fact, I provide fi fteen personal days to all of my 
full-time employees (as well as healthcare ben-
efi ts and a retirement plan).

Yet despite my support for this ideal, I can-
not support the changes proposed by Mayor 
DeBlasio and Speaker Viverito and the man-
ner in which the law is to be administered and 
policed.

I am writing today to ask you to consider 
blocking the portion of these proposed changes 
that allow the monitoring agency to conduct 
investigations “upon its own initiative” (sec-
tion 20-924 c).

I am sure you know someone in the restau-
rant industry in New York City; ask them for 
their opinion about the Department of Health’s 
investigation policies. 

Chances are they will answer with disdain 
for this aggressive city agency that levies mil-
lions of dollars in fi nes and fees upon NYC 
businesses each year.

They will tell you horror stories of unrea-
sonable and uneducated inspectors whose sole 
purpose is to fi nd a violation – any violation – 
for which they can levy hefty fi nes. They will 
express their opinion that inspectors “are not 
allowed” to walk out without fi nding “some-
thing.”

And now, the City Council is proposing the 
expansion of these powers to enable DCA (or 
whoever the Mayor designates) to conduct un-
reasonable intrusions into every business in 
New York City. 

The changes being proposed to this law go 
way beyond the need to provide sick time to 
workers. 

Hidden beyond the sections of the law that 
defi ne who is eligible and how time is to be 
tabulated, are the sections of this law that give 
the monitoring agency very intrusive and de-
structive authority. 

The changes would entrust said agency with 
subpoena power and the ability to descend un-
announced upon a business – any business – to 
conduct “private” interviews with employees 
and to administer “audits” and “on-site inves-
tigations” - even when no complaint against 
the employer has been lodged! 

Why this “Us vs. Them” approach? Surely, 
there are some unscrupulous business own-
ers who need to be straightened out, but that 
doesn’t justify this discriminatory process of 
profi ling all businesses as entities that require 
intrusive monitoring and fi ning.

The changes to this bill are aimed almost 
entirely at the small-business community, 
the sector of our economy that generates two-
thirds of the City’s jobs. 

The vast majority of these businesses are 
run by hard working, community minded 
people who provide the foundation upon which 
our economy grows. They should be nurtured 
for their efforts, not picked apart to fi ll the city 
budget.

Back-door approaches such as these are 
the ideals that most of you complained about 
under the previous administration; slipping 
them back into this law is hypocritical and 
surely not the progressive agenda you claim to 
espouse.

 It’s not the intent of this legislation – it is 
the impact that will decide its purpose. 

Everyone will be affected by this legisla-
tion, not just sick employees and their employ-
ers.

In the end, when growth and expansion are 
hindered and eventually frozen (or reversed) 
by the unintended effects of this legislation, 
we will all suffer the consequences.

Remember, the small businesses in your 
district are your constituents too!

John Bonizio

Chairman of the Westchester 

Square Business Improvement District

 

Dear Elected Offi cials,

I would also like to propose that you have 
a small business owner from each borough 
on the panel for new regulations and changes 
made to any bill concerning small business 
owners.

I am sure you can fi nd business owners like 
myself or John Bonizio that would volunteer to 
be on these panels. 

We should be represented with a fair num-
ber of our own representatives so that our 
voice is heard.

Therefore as an example, if the panel cur-
rently has 10 members, then I suggest 2 busi-
ness owners from each borough.We as the 
employers need to have representation in any 
legislation that affects us.

Please take this suggestion into advisement 
and feel free to reach out to us with any sugges-
tions to strengthen this concept.

As John Bonizio explained, we are some 
of the employers that offer our employees 
personal days, sick days, days off for a death 
of family members, days off for the birth of a 
child, vacations day and holidays. Some days I 
offer extra like the day after Thanksgiving.

I know not all employers are like us. How-
ever once again, please do not persecute all 
employers by assuming we are all guilty of the 
same employment practices.

If we allow the Health Dept or Consumer 

affairs more leverage over small businesses 
in this city. we will lose business owners as 
they will move, and some will go out of busi-
ness.

Regulation in NYC is already more strin-
gent than other municipalities. We need to 
look at both sides of the table.

I am willing to work with the NYC Council 
as a small business representative on behalf of 
my fellow small business brothers and sisters. 
I am sure that with one request from your of-
fi ce to all of your business communities you 
would be able to get hundreds of volunteers to 
sit on panels as a representative of small busi-
ness. 

Thanks for your consideration and compas-
sion. John Cerini, Small Business Owner

Capital Shield Insurance Agency Inc

Pelham Parkway

Dear editor, 

What was once a beautiful place to live 
and my home for 48 years, with a corner deli, 
Sam’s candy store, and Murray’s hardware, 
Pelham Parkway was a sort walk away, where 
you could take a walk or sit on a bench and en-
joy a few hours of a litter-free park. It has now 
turned into a soccer fi eld and a picnic ground 
in summer time.

Now when I bring my laundry to the sot4e 
on Astore Avenue and Wallace Avenue near 
Boston Road, I want to cry. 

The garbage cans are overfi lled, with 
fi lthyy streets and sidewalks.

People with pushcarts on the corners of As-
tor and Cruger are selling God knows what in 
what once a solid working class of people who 
took pride in their neighborhood.

I am hopeful that the new mayor elected 
“for change” will hire more sanitation people 
to restore the area to what it once was.

More taxes and less service is not the an-
swer.

What happened to the Workfare Program; 
Ready, Willing and Able?

It’s time to address these issues.
We voted for change - for the better.

Peter Bieniewicz

Middle class help
Dear editor,

People in glass houses...I was surprised at 
the reaction of Joseph McManus to the article 
in the Bronx Times Reporter about Senator 
Klein’s proposed agenda to assist the middle 
class.

The reporting was balanced and gave a fair 
appraisal of the diffi culties that the senator’s 
current initiative may face in Albany.

Mr. McManus criticized the B.T.R. for the 
manner in which the article was presented. He 
should be thanking the editor for not printing 
one of my letters that criticized him for belit-
tling the legitimate concerns of a community 
resident.

His attitude at that time was in stark con-
trast to the non-judgemental understanding 
and assistance of other civic leaders, most no-
tably Jeremy Warneke. (Our prayers are with 
Jeremy and his dear mother at this very diffi -
cult time.) Paulette Sorg

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor are welcome from all 
readers. They should be addressed care of 
this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454, or e-mail to 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, in-
cluding those submitted via e-mail, MUST 
be signed and with a verifi able address and 
telephone number included. Note that the  
address and telephone number  will NOT be 
published and the name will be published or 
withheld upon request. No unsigned letters 
can be accepted for publication. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all submissions.

LET US HEAR 
FROM YOU

SUBSCRIBING COMMUNITY GROUPS
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Community Association
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
One fi re wasn’t bad 

enough.
Just over fi ve years after 

a fi re ravaged 752 Pelham 
Parkway South, a second 
fi re destroyed the homes of 
many of the same tenants 
on January 4th.

Now, with the help of 
community members, 
they’re trying to put back 
their lives one more time.

“The fi rst time was dev-
astating,” said tenant Anna 
Castillo. “But this was more 
devastating because we had 
just recuperated.” 

Castillo said she had just 
fi nished buying a bedroom 
set, and that the New Year’s 
timing added to the hurt. 
“To have this happen again 
after the holidays, after 
having kids open gifts, was 
just too much.”

Castillo has found her-
self in the unfortunate po-
sition of being both a vic-
tim and an advocate. She 
has struggled to get public 
assistance for herself or 
the other families, and is 
searching for support for 
their ongoing struggle. 

She said the fi re is tak-
ing a huge fi nancial and 
emotional toll on the ten-
ants, who didn’t have rent-
ers’ insurance. One tenant 
is pregnant and lost every-
thing she had bought for 
the baby. An elderly tenant 
who is still displaced is des-
perate to come back to his 
home. A family of fi ve was 
moved to a one-bedroom 
apartment in the building. 
But although their needs 
are great, they have re-
ceived some help.

Just days after the fi re, 
Castillo reached out to Joe 
Thompson, president of the 
49th Precinct Community 
Council. She knew him 
from his involvement in ef-
forts after the fi rst fi re. “I 
reached out to him because 

I don’t know who else to 
reach out to.”

Thompson said because 
of his connections in the 
community,  he knew who 
to ask for help.

“That’s a role our coun-
cil plays, we’re all over 
the community, “ he said. 
“When we need help, we 
know where to fi nd it.”

After Thompson reached 
out,  P.S. 108 ran a food drive 
and P.S. 105 ran a food and 
clothing drive.

That food drive at P.S. 

108 inspired Roseann Hen-
don, who works there, and 
her husband Dexter to do-
nate living room furniture 
they were about to sell. Dex-
ter Hendon said it was good 
timing that they were in the 
process of buying a new set, 
and that he was happy they 
could help.

“When families are in 
need,” said Hendon, “that’s 
what communities should 
do.”

Thompson also reached 
out to the local clergy coun-
cil, which has started col-
lecting coats. He also called 
the owner of Reda Dry 
Cleaners, who had previ-
ously offered leftover cloth-
ing for donation after learn-
ing of Thompson’s role in 
the community.

Thompson also men-
tioned Reverend Hernquist 
of the Van Nest Assembly 
of God, who donated $500 
worth of food vouchers un-
solicited after hearing of 
the situation.

“I don’t have to twist any 
people’s arms,” Thompson 
said. “We know they’re not 
wealthy, we know they need 
certain things and people 
respond to that.”

Although the tenants 
still need help to move on 
from the fi re, Castillo said 
that she and the other ten-
ants are very appreciative 
of the community support.

“We’re very grateful to 
Joe Thompson,” she said. 

Pitches in to help several families

Damiana Alacantara stands with her sons, Javier and Javy in their 
temporary 1 bedroom apartment. Photo by Edwin Soto

A fi re badly damaged apartments at 752 Pelham Parkway South on 
Jan. 4.                             Photo by Edwin Soto

Community rallies after fi re

Year-Round Nursery School

NEW YORK STATE LICENSED TEACHERS
CERTIFIED IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

LICENSED BY NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Serving the community for over 20 years

Come visit our School at
904 Morris Park Avenue

Call for Registration
718.823.8345

CALL FOR
Summer Programs and 
September Programs

Available Now!
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CHEEKS      NECK                           UPPER ARMS                  STOMACH                        BUTT  THIGHS

JAWLINE

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S T H E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Fillers
Injections

The New Generation of 
SKIN TIGHTENING is here... Offering the 

latest in
Laser Hair Removal  

Botox  

Fillers 

 Skin Tightening 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

BEFORE

AFTER

FEBRUARY “PUCKER” SPECIAL!!!

HAVE YOUR LIPS FILLED 
AND A FRIEND PAYS 

½ PRICE!
Free Consultation.  Limited Time Offer.

While Supplies Last!

“Look as beautiful as you are….”
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1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FIND US ON:

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two local electeds are 

asking Westchester County 
to BEE helpful and create 
two new Bronx bus stops. 

Congressman Joe 
Crowley and Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca are calling 
for two new stops on the 
Bee-Line bus that connects 
communities in the Bronx 
with their neighbors to the 
north. 

The two legislators 
wrote to Westchester 
County Public Works & 
Transportation Commis-
sioner Jay Pisco asking 
that two stops be placed 
at Bruckner Blvd. and 
East Tremont Avenue, and 
at Pelham Parkway and 
White Plains Road. 

“Currently, residents of 
Pelham Parkway-Morris 
Park and Throggs Neck 
must take a bus to Pelham 
Bay station to use the Bee-
Line Bus System,” the let-
ter stated. “Increasingly, 

residents in our district 
commute to Westchester 
County to work each 
day, while others attend 
school, shop, or have doc-
tors in lower Westchester 
County.” 

Too many transfers

Vacca said residents 
who live in more outlying 
areas of lower Throggs 
Neck (Silver Beach, Edge-
water Park, Throgs Neck 
Houses) in some cases 
have to take two MTA 
buses to connect to the 
Bee-Line #45 bus, which 
runs between Pelham Bay 
Station to Eastchester in 
Westchester, with stops in 
New Rochelle. 

Vacca noted that while 
he chaired the transpora-
tion committee. it did an 
analysis of Bronx traffi c 
patterns, “and more and 
more people who live in the 
Bronx are going to work ev-
ery day in job centers that 
are north of the city.”

“When you add that 
to how many students we 
have from the Bronx going 
to college there, it becomes 
clear that there should be 
better mass transit links 
between this community 

and lower Westchester 
County.”  

The bus line now by-
passes the Pelham Park-
way community, he said. 
The lack of service, he 
noted, means more cars on 

the road. 
Business opportunity

The Bee-Line is run on 
behalf of the county by two 
private bus companies, 
and Vacca said it could be 
an opportunity for both 

companies “and also offer 
better bus service for my 
constituents.”

Crowley agreed with 
Vacca. 

“Expanding the Bee-
Line Bus System to accom-
modate residents of Morris 
Park and Throggs Neck 
will help meet the needs of 
areas that have long been 
underserved by transpor-
tation options,” he said. 

Vacca said there now 
are no free transfers be-
tween the two bus ser-
vices, but that would be a 
separate issue.

“It is something under 
review; we received the 
proposal last week,” re-
sponded Ned McCormack, 
spokesman for Westchester 
County Executive Rob As-
torino. “Like anything, 
we would have to do our 
due diligence and look at 
factors such as cost, juris-
diction and legal ramifi ca-
tions.” 

Vacca, Crowley ask for two new Bronx stops on Westchester County bus  

The Bee Line Bus at Pelham Bay Station. Currenly the bus runs between Pelham Bay Station and East-
chester, N.Y. photo by Aracelis Batista

Push to expand Bee-Line 
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ARE YOU SUFFERING FROM

Sandeep Gupta, MD
Board Certified Rheumatologist

The ONLY Rheumatology Practice Conveniently Located in the AREA

Arthritis, Osteoporosis & Autoimmune diseases

2911 Barkley Avenue | Bronx, NY 10465 | (718) 931-0905

Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriasis/Psoriatic Arthritis

Joint-Related Symptoms
Osteoarthritis
Osteoporosis

Lupus
Gout

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

DOCTOR’S HOURS:
Thursday

6:30am–11:00am
1:00pm–5:00pm

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon. 9am–1pm
Tue. 1pm–4pm
Wed. 9am–1pm
Thu. 6am–6pm
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Member FDIC

Michael Maloney 
EVP  |  (914) 768-6808
www.hudsonvalleybank.com

Building Successful Business Relationships

 
$2,000,000 

COMMERCIAL 
MORTGAGE 

 
Real Estate 
Developer  

 
Hunts Point 
Bronx, NY

 
$1,250,000 

COMMERCIAL 
MORTGAGE 

 
Commercial 
��������� 

 
Tremont 

Bronx, NY

 
$60,000 

UNSECURED 
LINE OF CREDIT 

 
Dental  
	
���� 

 
Tremont 

Bronx, NY

 
$225,000 

COMMERCIAL 
MORTGAGE 

 
Commercial 
�������� 

 
Jerome Avenue 

Bronx, NY

d

BY BEN KOCHMAN
They can dine, but they 

cannot dance.
Those are the rules a lo-

cal community board is lay-
ing down for a new restaurant 
moving into a troubled resi-
dential corner in Van Nest.

Community Board 11 
signed off at its January meet-
ing on a liquor license appli-
cation for Rury’s Restaurant, 
due to open in the coming 
weeks at 600 Van Nest Avenue  
in a location where the previ-
ous occupant was accused of 
illegally moonlighting as a 
lounge.

Though the local board is 
technically advisory, the State 
Liquor Authority takes a local 
board’s opinion into account 
when issuing liquor licenses.

Before Board 11’s economic 
development committee gave 
Rury’s the go-ahead, the res-
taurant owner signed a laun-
dry list of stipulations to be 

followed from its opening un-
til at least the end of 2014.

The eatery agreed to shut 
down its kitchen and bar 
space every night, including 
weekends, at midnight, four 
hours before the state-man-
dated closing time.

No live music or jukeboxes 
will be allowed, and please, 
say locals on the board: NO 
DANCING!

A specific clause that reads 
“no dancing at any time” was 
included in the board’s list 
of demands signed by Rury’s 
owner Carmen Rodriguez in 
January. The restaurant is not 
applying for a cabaret license, 
which it would need to justify 
any dancing on its premises.

“If even one or two people 
get up and dance to a jukebox, 
that’s a violation,” said Berna-
dette Ferrara, vice president 
of the Van Nest Community 
Association.

The no dancing demand 

comes from some board mem-
bers’ concern about the restau-
rant’s corner locaton, which 
they say had become noisy 
and dangerous at night. Offi-
cers at the 49th Precinct know 
the corner as a hotspot, and 
there was a shooting nearby 
on Dec. 10, 2012.

Previous tenant Van Nest 
Café and Restaurant was ac-
cused of not helping the issue 
by hosting late-night parties, 
with live music and a cover 
charge.  Though the restau-
rant received no SLA viola-
tions, neighbors were wary.

“We had a big problem with 
them,” Ferrara said. “They 
lied to us and did basically 
whatever they wanted.”

New restaurant owner Ro-
driguez could not be reached 
for comment before press 
time. But board members who 
have spoken to her say they 
are confident she’ll follow 
through on her promises.

“She was receptive to all of 
our ideas, and we’re happy that 
she’s opening up her business 
here,” said Board 11 Chair-
man Anthony Vitaliano.

If Rury’s and the commu-
nity get along, they can rene-

gotiate terms after Dec. 31, 
2014, according to the signed 
agreement. Until then, neigh-
bors will be keeping watch.

“We are going to work with 
her,” said Ferrara, “But she 
will be under a microscope.”

Community Board bars dancing at new eatery

A new restaurant is set to come in at this troubled corner —but with a set a com-
munity limitations. File Photo

Food, but no Footloose here
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Get Screened 
for Hepatitis C 

Ranked among the nation’s Top 50 hospitals in Adult and Pediatric Cardiology & Heart 
Surgery, Adult and Pediatric Neurology & Neurosurgery, Adult Diabetes & Endocrinology, 
and Pediatric Nephrology, and recognized as high-performing in nine additional 
specialties.

Hepatitis C screening can save your life. If you’ve been exposed to blood 
transfusions or needles—through drug use, tattoos, body piercing or other 
contact—you’re at risk of being infected with the hepatitis C virus, which causes 
liver disease. You can also be infected through sexual contact. But symptoms are 
silent in early stages. Early detection can lead to treatment that can slow liver 
damage and lower your risk of liver failure and a transplant.

Get tested. It could save your life. 

The test is recommended for anyone born between 1945 and 1965.
Montefiore offers a simple and discreet blood test. Talk to your primary care 
physician or contact us at 1-800-MD-MONTE ext. 55 for more information. 

www.montefiore.org/hepc

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Offi cial Bronx Bor-

ough Historian Lloyd Ul-
tan, a walking encyclope-
dia of local lore, just keeps 
cranking out books on the 
borough he loves and seem-
ingly knows like the back 
of his hand.

He also knows good tim-
ing, which is why his lat-
est tome, “Blacks in the 
Colonial Bronx,” has just 
been released at the start of 
Black History Month.

He’ll also be giving a lec-
ture on the subject, based 
on his book, at the Bronx 
Historical Society Feb. 15.

Throughout his re-
search of the Colonial pe-
riod, Ultan said he found 
scattered references in gov-
ernment documents and 
newspapers to blacks in the 
Bronx.

“It tells the story of a 
rich heritage that has not 
been done before,” said Ul-
tan.

He compiled his re-
search and reproduced the 
documents in a book he 
says is geared towards the 
general public as well as 
history scholars.

Ultan said although 
many people think a signif-
icant black population fi rst 
came to the Bronx around 
1943, the fi rst record of a 
black person in the Bronx 
is from 1670, mentioning 
a slave of the Morris fam-
ily who was brought to 
New York from Barbados. 
The Morris family was the 
largest slave owner in the 
Bronx, owning up to 30 
slaves at one time. 

Ultan said that in his 
research he found an ex-
tremely moving obituary 
written by the Morris fam-
ily about one of their slaves 
who lived to more than 90 
years old. 

There also were free 
blacks living in the Bronx 
at the time, although fewer 

records about them exist.
The fi rst record of a free 

black in the Bronx is a 1698 
census that includes men-
tion of “Antone the neger,” 
his wife and sons living in 
“Fordham and vicinity.”

Free black men worked 
both as hired labor and as 
skilled craftsman, like bar-
rel makers, said Ultan.

During the French and 
Indian and the Revolution-
ary wars, black men from 
the Bronx fought alongside 
white men in the same mili-
tias, he added.

By the time of the Amer-
ican fi ght for independence, 
people in the area began to 
realize that revolution and 
slavery were incompatible. 

“They contributed to 
the building of the Colonial 
Bronx, and they fought side 
by side and contributed to 
liberty and freedom,” Ultan 
said of the black colonial 
population.

Ultan defi nes the Colo-

nial period as 1664, when 
the British took over the 
territory from the Dutch, 
until the occupation ended 
in 1783.

He believes it’s good for 
both black and non-black 

Bronxites to know this par-
ticular piece of local his-
tory, noting “It’s part of the 
heritage of the Bronx.”

Ultan’s lecture on the 
subject will be at 1 p.m. 
February 15 at the Bronx 

Archives Building, 3313 
Bainbridge Avenue.

His book “Blacks in the 
Colonial Bronx” can be 
bought through the histori-
cal society or at Barnes & 
Noble.

Boro historian pens latest tome on Colonial period

Offi cial Bronx Historian Lloyd Ultan with his latest (of many) books, this one about slavery in Colonial 
times in the Bronx.  Photo by Victor Soto

New book on Bronx black slavery
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DERMATOLOGY AND SURGERY ASSOCIATES, LLP

FOR THE CONVENIENCE 

OF OUR PATIENTS WE ARE 

PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE 

ADDITION OF AN ELEVATOR, 

ALLOWING EASY ACCESS TO 

OUR OFFICE SUITES.

DERMATOLOGY AND
SURGERY ASSOCIATES, LLP

DOUGLAS ROSEN, M.D.

EUGENE WHANG, M.D.

LOUISA TIFT, M.D.

WE ACCEPT THE FOLLOWING
INSURANCE PLANS:

1199 NATIONAL BENEFIT FUND

AETNA

BLUe CROSS/BLUE SHIELD

CIGNA

EMBLEM

FIDELIS

GHI

HIP

MEDICARE

MONTEFIORE CMO

OXFORD

TOUCHSTONE

UNITED HEALTH CARE

Comprehensive skin care located in the Throgs Neck 
section of the Bronx for 30 years. Providing treatment 

for adult and pediatric conditions including:

SKIN CANCER

ACNE

ROSACEA

ECZEMA

PSORIASIS

WARTS

HAIR/NAIL DISORDERS

Cosmetic procedures for wrinkles and fine lines.
Botox for excessive underarm perspiration.

Advanced Excimer Laser for the safe and effective 
treatment of Psoriasis
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Healing Begins 
at Montefiore 
Offering a variety of targeted treatments, the Hyperbaric Medicine Program at 
Montefiore provides hyperbaric oxygen therapy as a means to heal advanced 
diabetic foot ulcers, ischemic ulcers, radiation injury or bone infection. As a 
leading referral resource for hyperbaric medicine in New York, Montefiore is 
dedicated to the health needs of the Bronx, aiming to deliver patient-centered 
and comprehensive care. At Montefiore, we value your desire to live a full life, 
free of disability.

Call 718-920-9120 to find out more about how our hyperbaric medicine services 
can help you live a healthy, fuller life. www.montefiore.org/hyperbaric

Ranked among the nation’s Top 50 hospitals in Adult and Pediatric Cardiology & Heart Surgery, 
Adult and Pediatric Neurology & Neurosurgery, Adult Diabetes & Endocrinology and Pediatric 
Nephrology, and recognized as high-performing in nine additional specialties.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Sometimes the city can be a big 

pain in the assess. 
But now homeowners have a 

chance to challenge their prop-
erty tax assessments, and even 
contest them in person before the 
city Department of Finance and 
the Tax Commission. 

The agencies will be holding 
an outreach session in the bor-
ough next week.

Individual property owners 
can challenge the Notice of Prop-
erty Value (NOPV) they should 
have recently received in the mail 
at the session, on Tuesday, Feb. 11 
at 3030 Third Ave., 2nd fl oor, from 
10 a.m. to noon.

 They can also challenge by 
mail, providing any corrections 
to the Department of Finance by 
Monday, March 17 for one-, two- 
and three- family homes. Dead-
line for other properties in Mon-
day, March 3. Final calculations 
will then be made. 

“A lot of people do not even 
know that they can appeal,” said 
east Bronx City Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca. “Many people 

should be looking at the bills care-
fully to see if there are errors.” 

Common errors can often lead 
to over-assessment, he said.

While the City Council has 
only voted to raise property taxes 
once in the past eight years (Vacca 
voted against the increase), most 
property owners are nevertheless 
seeing an increase in market and 
assessed values because of a rise 
in valuations, he said. These are 
now calculated annually. 

On one-, two- and three-family 
homes, assessed valuations are 
often based at least partly on the 
market value, but the assessed 
value may be lower because prop-
erty tax increases are capped by 
state law for these owners at six 
percent a year or 20 percent over 
fi ve years. 

For certain classes of property 
owners, such as those with larger 
commercial parcels, there are dif-
ferent guidelines. 

People should scrutinize their 
NOPV carefully, said Vacca. 

“It is a customer beware situa-
tion, and it could mean dollars in 
your pocket and that is why I urge 

people to be vigilant and aware of 
this opportunity,” he said. “I want 
to do all the outreach I can to see if 
there is a mistake in the property 
owner’s favor. God knows we pay 
enough taxes.” 

One possible mistake can be 
found in the case of Lorraine 
Canny, who believes she has been 
paying for 592 square feet of extra 
space tacked onto her 1,584 square 
foot home on Pearsall Avenue off 
Pelham Parkway.

 “We are struggling here and 
no one is helping,” she said. “It 
takes the Department of Finance 
three months to respond, and it is 
a disgrace.”

Canny believes the difference 
in square-footage may be due to a 
data-entry error from when paper 
records were digitalized about a 
decade ago. 

She and Steven Franciosa, a 
commercial property owner on 
City Island, reached out to Vacca 
for help. 

Both Franciosa and Canny 
cannot understand their assess-
ments when they compare them to 
those of similar property owners. 

“It is off the cuff as far as I am 
concerned,” Franciosa said of  the 
process.

 “I just like to know that there a 
little push back before the govern-

ment does what it wants.” 
For further information on 

challenging a property assess-
ment, go to www.nyc.gov/html/
taxcomm.

Challenging times for property taxes

Lorraine Canny holds up a copy of her assessment in front of her home at 2545 
Pearsall Avenue.  Photo by Aracelis Batista

Taxing issue for homeowners



2
5

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    F

e
b

r
u

a
r

y
 7

-
1

3
, 2

0
1

4
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

�
�
�������	
����������
�
����	�������������������������	������
����	�������������������
��	����������	��
���������������		�����	
����		�������� !"#��	�$�	����������
��������������%
�����&�����'���������	������
����	�����������	$������
���$	��������
	������	��������������&��	��������$����(��

�
W e are now accepting applications for  PK3-8 th  

 
Reasons to Choose  

St.  Frances de Chantal  School 
 

 PK3 Program – Full or Half Day            Italian Language for middle school         
PK4 Program – Full Day      Drama,Music,Art,Physical Education  

 Title I Pre-K Enrichment Program                    Altar Servers/Lectors/Choir                       
 Kindergarten thru 8th Grade                           Sacramental Preparation          
 Smart Boards/internet Access in every classroom   Full time on-site registered nurse         
 Computer Lab/Science Lab      Competitive NYS Test Scores 

  National Junior Honor Society     Board of Ed Lunch Program 
  

      Before School Program             Title I Reading & Math  
      After School Program      SETTS Push In/Push Out Program 
      Varsity & JV Athletics                                  Guidance Counselors 
      Basketball,Volleyball,Cheerleading                      Speech and Language 

         
   

 
 

2962 Harding Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 
718-892-5359 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Salvatore Amato’s 

year-long nightmare is 
finally over for a hom-
eowner caught in a cer-
tified battle over occu-
pancy.

The 69-year-old Pel-
ham Gardens home-
owner had found him-
self in the middle of 
a bureaucratic boon-
doggle with the city De-
partment of Buildings 
over his Throop Avenue 
home’s certificate of oc-
cupancy.

When he bought it in 
2006, he was given the 
impression that it had 
a CofO as a two-family 
home. 

After struggling for 
almost a year trying to 
correct the paperwork 
snafu, Senator Jeff Klein 
was able to expedite the 
process, fixing things in 
about two weeks so Am-
ato got a proper CofO for 

a two-family home. 
Amato discovered 

that things were awry 
when someone com-
plained to the Depart-
ment of Buildings, which 
investigated and penal-
ized him for renting an 
apartment in his house 
when the original 1950 
CofO on file with the 
DOB listed his home as a 
one-family with a medi-
cal office.

Thus began a major 
headache for Amato, 
who said he had to spend 
$19,023 to show the sec-
ond apartment in his 
home was up to code and 
legal. 

He hired an archi-
tect, electrician and a 
plumber to prove it.  

The stress of dealing 
with the issue, and what 
he termed a “disgruntled 
tenant” who he believes 
called the DOB, was get-
ting to him. 

“You could be a law-
abiding citizen,” he said. 
“I’m almost 70-years-old. 
It was starting to affect 
my health.” 

It seemed that as soon 
as he dealt with one 
fine, another violation 
showed up as he tried to 
correct the paperwork 
and get a new CofO that 
properly listed his home 
as a two-family house. 

“They kept saying 
‘oh, you paid this fine, 
here is another,’” he 
said. “Every time you 
did something, they 
wanted more. It was ha-
rassment. What were 
they harassing a guy 
who was cooperating?” 

He was awash in what 
he felt were extraneous 
inspections, such as one 
that dealt with street 
trees and had nothing to 
do with the configura-
tion of the building in-
side. 

Amato said that all of 
this would have contin-
ued had he not reached 
out to Senator Klein’s 
office on Jan. 9. Klein 
staffers then contacted 
the Bronx DOB office, 
which expedited issuing 
the new CofO and stop-
ping the fines. 

“I’m happy that I was 
able to resolve a costly, 
bureaucratic nightmare 
for my constituent, Mr. 
Amato, so quickly,” said 
Klein. “There’s no rea-
son that his certificate 
of occupancy should 
have been stuck in so 
much red tape.”

Amato had words of 
gratitude for the work 
of Senator Klein and his 
team.

The senator encour-
aged constituents having 
difficulties navigating 
government bureauracy 
to contact his office for 
help. 

Klein rides to homeowner’s rescue

Salvatore Amato, 69, holds up the CofO he fi nally obtained after 
almost a year of wrangling with the DOB.  photo by Patrick Rocchio 

A hassle over his castle

ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

EXCELLENCE IN CATHOLIC EDUCATION FOR OVER 150 YEARS
Safe, Nurturing and Academically Motivating Environment; Faith-Centered Education

ST. RAYMOND 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

REGISTRATION ONLY
FEBRUARY  21 

9:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m.

School Programs

Academic Programs

Religious Programs

State-of-the-Art Facilities

*Pre-K Program in specially designated area

Extracurricular Programs

Faculty & Curriculum

REGISTRATION  
& INFO SESSIONS:

FEBRUARY 10, 11 & 12 
9:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m.  

& 6:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY 19, 20,  
24, 25 & 26 

9:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m.

Msgr. John Graham,              Sr. Patricia Brito, RJM, 
718-597-3232 
www.straymondelementary.org

Middle School Program for 6th, 7th,  
& 8th Grades with dedicated space 
 and departmentalized schedule.

Extracurricular Programs

Photo by Vinnie Amessé

Accredited by AdvancEd
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�Fundraising with Love� 
 

Thursday, February 13, 2014 
Villa Barone Manor 

7:00 pm-12:00 am 
$50 per person  

Includes: Salad, Appetizer, Entre´e and Dessert 

�Cash bar� 
No Refunds 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Cash and Checks accepted, please make checks payable to St. Frances de Chantal.  

Payment and Reservations can be delivered to  
St. Frances de Chantal School 2962 Harding Avenue, Bronx, NY.  

Name:______________________________Cell#:________________ 
 

Table Preference:__________________________________________ 
 

Number of Attendees:___________Amount Enclosed:______________ 
 

SFdC Parent Association reserves the right to seat others at your table if you do not have a 
maximum of 10 guests. If you would like to be seated at a particular table, please indicate 

above. 
Questions? Call �718� 892-5359  
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
This soap opera in Mor-

ris Park will have a happy 
ending.

A Morris Park Laun-
dromat owner stuck in a 
bureaucratic spin cycle is 
no longer being hung out to 
dry.

Ronnie Mosia will soon 
be able to offi cially reopen 
his self-service shop at 725 
Morris Park Avenue  - and 
this time legally - after a bu-
reaucracy boost from State 
Sen. Jeff Klein’s satellite 
offi ce at local Community 
Board 11.

The city’s Department of 
Consumer Affairs shut Mo-
sia down in January for op-
erating without a laundry 
license. Laundromats in the 
city are required to register 
with the DCA and fi ll out a 
proper application.

But Mosia, who took 
over the Laundromat two 
years ago after buying the 
place from a friend, said he 
had no idea that Laundro-

mats even could be licensed 
until a DCA offi cial walked 
in to shut him down.

“I didn’t get any notice 
until one day they came in 
and wrote me up,” he said.

Mosia paid a $1000 fi ne, 
but could not open his busi-
ness until a DCA inspector 
ensured that the shop with 
up to city standards.

The businessman says 
DCA told him he’d have to 
wait at least three weeks 
for his application to be pro-
cessed. But closing for a full 
three weeks would mean 
hundreds of lost dollars 
for his already struggling 
small business.

Searching for answers, 
Mosia wandered into Com-
munity Board 11’s offi ce 
on Colden Avenue off Mor-
ris Park Avenue, where a 
staffer from Klein’s offi ce 
was stationed. Klein’s been 
hosting weekly satellite of-
fi ces at various locations 
around his north Bronx dis-
trict.

Klein’s offi ce got in touch 
with DCA, which pushed 
Mosia’s application to the 
front of the line. He got a 
call from them Monday, 
Feb. 3, and a city inspector 
was as of press time sched-
uled to arrive before the 
end of the week.

“Finally the light shined 
down and they were very ac-
commodating,” Mosia said. 
“It’s good to know that some 
people are there to help you 
out.”

Mosia’s small business 
squabble, and eventual res-
olution, comes under a new 
administration that prom-
ises that it will be kinder 
and gentler to small busi-
nesses.

New mayor de Blasio 
said at a press conference 
Jan. 21 that he would be 
less ‘punitive’ to small busi-
nesses. He vowed to install 
a new system to clarify the 
relationship between small 
business owners and city 
agencies. 

Avoids folding with elected offi cial’s help

Ronnie Mosia was fi nally able to navigate the city red tape and get his Laundromat up and running. 
 Photo by Edwin SotO

Tide turns for Laundromat
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3231 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10461
718–597–5800

Urgent Care
5665 Riverdale Ave.

Bronx, NY 10471

Urgent
Care

Open 7 Days & Evenings

Most Major Insurances Accepted

No Appointment Needed

2304 Eastchester Rd.
Bronx, NY

347–913–4333

www.throggsneckwalkin.com
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Saturday, February 15, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

Community Board 12
4101 White Plains Road at 229th Street

Call (718) 882-0440

Saturday, February 22, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

711 Allerton Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467
Call (718) 882-2220

Saturday March 1, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

1626 Bruckner Boulevard, Bronx, NY 10473
Call (718) 589-1323

Saturday, February 15, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

Community Board 12
4101 White Plains Road at 229th Street

Call (718) 882-0440

Saturday, February 22, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

711 Allerton Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467
Call (718) 882-2220

Saturday March 1, 2014
9:45am - 4:00pm

1626 Bruckner Boulevard, Bronx, NY 10473
Call (718) 589-1323

Sales Office Open Daily 11am-5pm & By Appointment Only
1810 Hawthorn Way, New Windsor, NY 12553

GroveAtNewWindsor.com

Join us for our Open House 
THIS WEEKEND!

ONLY HOMES REMAIN!

Hurry!

Don’t miss this opportunity to live at   
The Grove at New Windsor, featuring:
•  2 and 3 bedroom townhomes        
•  Quick move-in homes available
•   Community Fitness Center, Pool,  

Tennis Court and Game Room
•  Washingtonville Central School District
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Whether you’re considering clear aligners, retainers or today’s braces, an orthodontist is the smart choice. Orthodontists at 
Montefiore are specialists in straightening teeth and aligning your bite. They have three years of education beyond dental 
school. So they’re experts at helping you get a great smile–that feels great, too. Come in for a free consultation 
with a Montefiore orthodontist today.

Call 888-700-6623 to find a Montefiore orthodontist closest to you. 
Bring this ad to your appointment and receive $100 as credit toward treatment.

Ranked among the nation’s Top 50 hospitals in Adult and Pediatric 
Cardiology & Heart Surgery, Adult and Pediatric Neurology & Neurosurgery, 
Adult Diabetes & Endocrinology and Pediatric Nephrology, and recognized as 
high-performing in nine additional specialties.

Your child’s first orthodontist checkup should be at age 7.

A healthy, 
beautiful 
smile starts 
early
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Exercise is important for 
all people, including the 
elderly. Yet, seniors who 

have limited mobility or are con-
fi ned to a wheelchair may think 
they couldn’t possibly exercise. 
However, there are many things 
such individuals can do to stay in 
shape — all while sitting down.

Doctors recommend at least 
30 minutes of daily exercise for 
most people. Exercise is benefi -

cial for seniors because 
it keeps muscles from 

atrophying, im-
proves mental 

a l e r t n e s s , 
strength-

e n s 
bones, 
a n d 
l e a d s 
to a 

healthier 
metabolism, among other 

things.
For seniors who think they 

won’t be able to handle tradi-
tional exercise, chair exercises or 
modifi ed pilates can be effective, 
even for those with trouble walk-
ing or standing for extended peri-
ods of time.

To get started, all you need is 
some loose-fi tting clothing and 

a chair. Begin by doing some 
stretching movements of the 
neck, arms, and legs. Rotate the 
head left and right and in circles 
to stretch the neck and back mus-
cles. Lift arms over the head and 
slowly drop down to the sides of 
the body to stretch arms and back 
muscles. Lift and lower the legs a 
few times to warm them up.

To begin exercises, start 
slowly, and gradually build up 
repetitions. Try exercises that in-
clude boxing or punching into the 
air, arm circles, and arm curls. 
For the legs, work the back and 
front of the legs. Kick the legs out 
in front of the body several times. 
Hold legs parallel to the fl oor 
(as much as possible) and do leg 
crosses. Put feet fl at on the fl oor 
and lift up the heels. Keep feet on 
the fl oor and push down to work 
the buttocks and the top of the 
thighs.

Those who have mastered 
these exercises and have been 
told by a doctor that it is OK to 
do something a bit more strenu-
ous may want to add very light 
weights to the equation for more 
resistance. Two- or fi ve-pound 
weights are all that’s needed to 
give muscles even more of a work-
out.

EXERCISES FOR 
SENIORS WITH 
LIMITED 

MOBILITY
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Thank you GuildNet.

Having a chronic illness can mean many changes 
– especially if your loved one is visually impaired. 
But one thing that doesn’t have to change is your 
doctor. With GuildNet’s long term care plans, 
your loved ones can keep their own doctors. 

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Dad kept his doctor, 
and his independence.

It is 2 am and that cough 
and stuffy nose you have 
been battling is still 

keeping you up. You reach 
for the nighttime cold relief 
medicine only to fi nd it ex-
pired a few months ago. If 
you take a dose to ease your 
symptoms, will you be put-
ting yourself at risk?

This situation is a rela-
tively common occurrence. 
Many medicine cabinets 
are stocked with over-the-
counter drugs as well as 
prescription medications 
that may be past their ex-
piration dates. It is a good 
idea to routinely discard ex-
pired medicines, but if you 
happen to take a drug that 
has passed its expiration 
date, you will most likely 
suffer no ill effects.

According to the Har-
vard Medical School Fam-
ily Health Guide, the expi-
ration date on a medicine is 
not the dates when a drug 
becomes hazardous. Rather, 

it marks the period of time 
after which a drug company 
can no longer guarantee the 
effi cacy of the medication. 
Since 1979, drug manufac-

turers selling medications 
in the United States have 
been required by the Food 
and Drug Administration to 
stamp an expiration date on 

their products. This is the 
date until which the manu-
facturer can still guarantee 
full potency of the drug. 

Expiration dates also 

may be a marketing ploy. 
Francis Flaherty, a retired 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration pharmacist, has 
said drug manufacturers 
put expiration dates on 
products for marketing 
purposes rather than sci-
entifi c reasons. It doesn’t 
make fi nancial sense to a 
company to have products 
on the shelves for years. 
Therefore, most drug man-
ufacturers will not do long-
term testing on products to 
confi rm if they will be ef-
fective 10 to 15 years after 
manufacture.

The U.S. military has 
conducted its own studies 
with the help of the Admin-
istration. Food and Drug 
Administration research-
ers tested more than 100 
over-the-counter and pre-
scription drugs. Around 90 
percent were proven to still 
be effective long past the 
expiration date — some for 
more than 10 years. Drugs 

that are stored in cool, dark 
places have a better chance 
of lasting because the fi ll-
ers used in the product 
will not separate or start to 
break down as they might 
in a warm, humid environ-
ment. Storing medicines in 
the refrigerator can pro-
long their shelf life.

Although a pharmacist 
cannot legally advise con-
sumers to use medication 
past an expiration date, 
most over-the-counter pain 
relievers and drugs in pill 
form should still be fi ne. 
Certain liquid antibiot-
ics and drugs made up of 
organic materials can ex-
pire faster than others. For 
those who still want to err 
on the safe side, routinely 
clean out medications from 
cabinets once they expire. 
However, if an expired med-
ication is taken by mistake, 
there’s little need to worry 
about potentially adverse 
effects. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Are expired medications still safe in a pinch?
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

CALL 1 800 CAN LEARN®

HuntingtonHelps.com

For over 36 years, Huntington’s highly trained 
tutors have given students the skills, con idence, 
and motivation needed to get back on the right 
track.

Since 1977, Huntington has helped improve 
skills, confidence and grades.

Huntington 

ACADEMIC SKILLS

K-12 
 

 

SUBJECT TUTORING

MIDDLE SCHOOL-COLLEGE 
 

 
 
 

EXAM PREP

 

: 

SAVE $100**
WHEN YOU CALL TODAY!  

TIRED OF FIGHTING 
OVER GRADES? 

.

$ for artists and groups
 The Bronx Council on 

the Arts (BCA) has awarded 
$69,580 to 34 local recipients 
of the New York City Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs 
Greater New York Arts De-
velopment Fund Arts Fund 
grants.

 The DCAGNYADF Arts 
Fund grants are open to 
Bronx-based artists and 
arts organizations with or-
ganizational budgets under 
$100,000 who do not receive 
direct funding from DCA 
and provide arts activities to 
borough residents. 

Of the winning artists: 
Daniel Hauben will produce 
six oil paintings of Bronx 
parks which will be exhib-
ited, along with other paint-
ings and giclee prints of 
Bronx park scenes, at Poe 
Park Visitors Center in May 
2014. Josie Gonzalez will use 
her funds to create an out-
door mural in the Throggs 
Neck area as a commemora-
tion to the local community. 
Ivan Velez will facilitate 
sixteen two-hour cartoon 
and drawing workshops at 
three different Bronx loca-
tions which will culminate 
with exhibitions at two of 
the sites.

Of the winning organiza-
tions: Bronx Heroes Comi-
Con will present a one day 
event on Saturday May 3, 
2014, on Free Comic Book 
Day at the New York Public 
Library on Fordham Road. 
It is designed to serve three 
communities, Bronx resi-
dents, established Bronx 
comic book artists and aspir-
ing Bronx artists/writers.

Bronx Repertory Com-
pany will use their funds to 
produce a week of original 
children’s theatre program-
ming for the annual Kids 
Rule Week and brings Bronx 
families together for a week 
of theatre, music, art and 
more on the Lehman College 
campus.

Literary Freedom Project 
will present the Bronx Liter-
ary Festival on May 17, 2014 
at the Bronx Library Center 
as part of the Bronx Literary 
Coalition The festival will in-
clude family, adult, and teen 

writing workshops, poetry 
readings, panel discussion, 
and an open mic – a great 
networking event for Bronx 
residents, poets, writers, and 
artists.

This year, 16 artists and 18 
arts organizations received 
awards totaling $69,580.

For more information 
on BCA and its entire grant 
programs, please visit the 
grants pages on BCA’s web-
site at www.bronxarts.org.

* * *

Mosholu Montefi ore 

Community Center has 
announced that through its 
partner, the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of America, The Snow-
fl ake Youth Foundation 
awarded MMCC $75,000 to 
renovate its teaching kitchen 
into a 12 station teaching 
kitchen in its Northside An-
nex on Dekalb Avenue.

The Snowfl ake Youth 
Foundation, an innovative 
charity initiative of the NY/
NJ Super Bowl Host Commit-
tee, along with its partner or-
ganizations, has raised more 
than $11 million to support 
projects in New York and 
New Jersey.

 For more information 
on MMCC and for details re-
garding its list of inventive 
programs and services, visit 
www.mmcc.org or call (718) 
882-4000.

* * *

Check out the Van Nest 

branch library for a host of 
activities in February.

Some highlights:
* Health Care Information 
& Enrollment Session - A 
trained navigator will be 
presenting information 
about the Affordable Care 
Act (“Obamacare”) and help-
ing consumers and small 
business owners to enroll 
in a health plan. Thursday, 
February 13 at 5 pm.
* Free Tax Preparation - Tax 
preparers will continue to 
be on site every Monday un-
til April 14 (except for the li-
brary closure on February 
17) offering free assistance 
preparing individual tax re-
turns (including for the self-
employed). Appointments 
can be made in person or by 

calling the Library at (718) 
829-5864.
* Plus all of its regular story 
time, craft, science, book dis-
cussion, computer and gam-
ing programs!

More activities informa-
tion can be found on its web-
site: http://www.nypl.org/lo-
cations/tid/80/calendar

The Library, at 2147 
Barnes Avenue, will be 
closed on Monday, February 
17 for Presidents Day.

* * *

In honor of Black History 
Month, the Bronx Borough 

Historian Lloyd Ultan will 
discuss the African-Ameri-
can experience in the colo-
nial Bronx on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 15 at 1:00 PM at The 
Bronx Archives Building, 
at 3313 Bainbridge Avenue. 
He will also present his new 
book Blacks in the Colonial 
Bronx: A Documentary His-
tory. For more information, 
call (718) 881- 8900

* * *

The New York Botani-

cal Garden announces that 
Barbara M. Thiers, Ph.D., 
currently Director of the 
Botanical Garden’s William 
and Lynda Steere Herbar-
ium, has been appointed to 
the position of Vice Presi-
dent for Science Administra-
tion.

In her new role, Thiers 
will oversee all staff, pro-
grammatic initiatives, and 
operations in the Garden’s 
Science Division.

She becomes one of the 
few women ever to lead sci-
ence research at a major bo-
tanical institution.

Thiers will also continue 
to take direct responsibility 
for the Steere Herbarium, 
among the four largest col-
lections of preserved plant 
specimens in the world, as 
Patricia K. Holmgren Direc-
tor of the Herbarium. This 
newly endowed position, the 
result of a major gift by Gar-
den Board members Anne 
and Tom Hubbard, is named 
in honor of Patricia K. Hol-
mgren, Ph.D., who served as 
Director of the Herbarium 
for 19 years and is now Di-
rector Emerita.
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MEKONG NY HERITAGE CENTER

Mekong NYC and Vietnam Heritage Center (VHC) celebrated TÐet Giáp NgÐ 2014 (Year of the Horse) 
Saturday Feb. 1 at The Bronx Museum of Arts. Vietnamese culture was on display through traditional 
food, music and fashion performances. The event was free and open to the public.

(top) Nhan Ngo opens the entertainment with some drumming.

(Below left) Huong Doan enjoying the arts and crafts.

(Below right) Ally Huynk crafts with fl owers. Photos by Walter Pofeldt

HEALTH CENTER ACADEMIC CHALLENGE
Union Community Health Center handed out awards to winners of this semester’s Academic Challenge.  
Pictured here (left to right) are winners from the 2021 Grand Concourse site with staff:  pediatrician 
Dr. Wipanee Phupakdi, students Janet Calderon, Mariano Avalos, Brianna Avalos, Amanda Baez, and 
Luis Calderon Jr., and pediatric registrar Maggie Negron.   Hundreds of entrants competed here and at 
Union’s Fordham Plaza site.   $50 gift certifi cates were awarded for Best Academic Performance and 
$25 gift cards for best attendance. Photo courtesy Andover Communications

LOUNGE WITH A  GOOD BOOK DAY

St. Francis Xavier Acadamy held its annual “Lounge with a Good Book Day” Thursday, Jan. 30 at the 
school in Morris Park.  The students wear their pajamas to school and the older students read stories 
to the younger students one on one.
(Above) Sixth grader Taylor Saglimbeni reads to pre-k student Babriella Grande.

(Below) Sixth grader Bernnadette Parubi reads to pre-k student Madison Rodriguez.
 Photos by Walter Pofeldt
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“WE DO 
THE RIGHT 

THING”

Retail
Location With 

Wholesale 
Pricing!

FREE

BETTER GAS MILEAGE
LONGER TIRE LIFE

IMPROVED HANDLING
DECREASE WHEEL CORROSION

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY TIRES!
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STRAIGHTENING
We provide High tech straightening to 
back to near factory standards

WELDING
High quality TIG Welding for your 
wheel cracks needs

SAND BLASTING
High quality method for 
surface preparations

REFINISHING/RECONDITIONING
High Quality fi nihes with our state of the art CNC 
Lathe and Computerized Color Matching Equipment

POWDER COATING
Custom Colors and texture to
make your wheels stand out

ALLOY WHEEL REPAIR

24/48-Hour
Turnaround Service

Full Service
Reconditioning and

Straightening Services
Provided

We Stock Factory
OEM Wheels

FREE Pick-up
and Delivery

Follow Us On

Facebook

Ask For Our Lease Return Specials.
Don’t Get Over Charged By The Dealer
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MONTEFIORE, RANGEL ACA FORUM
Montefi ore Medical Center held an information session on the Affordable Care Act that featured a 
visit from Congressman Charles Rangel on Monday, Jan. 27. The goal of the session was to inform and 
engage the public about the new health care reform law and close New York’s “coverage gap.” Rangel 
gave a keynote speech. 
According to Montefi ore, more than 2.7 million New Yorkers are currently uninsured or underinsured. 
Monday, March 31 is the deadline for selecting an insurance plan before having to pay a fi ne for not 
having coverage. (L-r) George Hulse, vice president, Healthfi rst, joined Congressman Charlie Rangel 
and Steven M. Safyer, M.D., president and CEO, Montefi ore Medical Center at the event.
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore 

NYISE WINTER OLYMPICS

A group of 100 Bronx preschoolers from the New York Institute for Special Education got into the 
Olympic spirit early at the Readiness Solarium in Pelham Parkway Thursday, Jan. 30. Developmentally 
delayed three to fi ve-year-olds played games inspired by Olympic sports hockey, luge and ice skating. 
Each class wore the team color and fl ag of their selected country. Photo courtesy Rubenstein Associate

JACOBI HOLIDAY THANK YOU

Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance members (l) Marie Santillana and Bernadette Ferrara (r) donate toys 
to pediatric unit during the holidays.   
 Photo courtesy of North Bronx Healthcare Network/Jacobi 

Urban Health Plan opened a new location in December in the south Bronx to assist the community 
with enrolling in insurance plans. The insurance company held a ribbon cutting for its new Health 
Information Place at Friday, January 24 with local residents, elected offi cials, and people trained as 
“navigators.” The navigators help people fi nd a health care plan that is right for them. The center is 
located at 1075 Southern Blvd. Among those cutting the ribbon are Urban Health Plan president and 
CEO Paloma Hernandez and are Assemblyman Marcos Crespo. 
 Photo courtesy of Urban Health Plan 

JACOBI HOLIDAY THANK YOU
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BIG GAME DAY

BIG GAME DAY

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

(1) Throggs Neck Clipper Owners Eileen and Peter Tierney, with 
daughter Katie.

This year’s Super Bowl may not have gone down to the wire, but Bronxites still poured into their 
local pubs to catch the action. Our wandering photog checked out three Throggs Neck watering 
holes that had TVs blasting and fans cheering as the Seattle Seahawks rolled over the Denver Bron-
cos, 43-8. It wasn’t the most exciting Super Bowl of all time, but at least the beer was cold.
 Photos by Laura Stone

(2) l-r: Jeanine Cutignola, Lynn Connolly (front) William McCor-
mack, Allison Hammel and Chris Divale repped their Giants pride, 
even though the G-men haven’t been to the Big Game since 2011.

2

3

4

5

(3) It may have been a blowout, but bartender Kevin King kept the 
beer fl owing at Throggs Neck Clipper.

(4) While the Prendergasts (Stephen, Jim, Teresa, Robert, Marie 
and Chips) rejoice at PJ Brady’s, a mysterious photobomber joins 
the party.

(5) Holly Calhoun and Destiny Montalto show off the TVs at Wicked 
Wolf.

6

(6) l-r: Dennis McGovernn, Emma Rosenberg and Roger Maloney 
took in the action at PJ Brady’s.
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Space is limited. A light meal will be served. 
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An Oral Treatment Option 
for Relapsing Forms of 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
An informative event for people

living with MS and their caregivers.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293 
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com. 

Event code: TR237284 (1119948) MS.US.PO1497.0313
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726 Morris Park Ave  Bronx, NY
(718) 828-1800

www.LuccheseFuneralHome.com
This firm is a privately owned corporation whose only shareholder is Joseph A. Lucchese.  

(NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs).

Joseph A. Lucchese
F U N E R A L  H O M E ,  I N C .
R i b u s t e l l o  &  S o n ,  I n c .

©
 a

dfi
ni

ty

In today’s world of 
big business, it 

can be hard 
to tell who 
a c t u a l l y 
owns a 
f u n e r a l 

home.  We’d 
like you to 

know that unlike 
some other local firms, we are in fact, 
family owned. So the next time you 
drive past our firm, and it looks to 
you like it’s a family-owned business, 
there’s a good reason for it... it is.

When you 
see our facility, it’s 
nice to know that 
the owners are 
right inside.
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Thursday and Friday, Feb. 6th and 7th  3:00pm – 8:00pm
Saturday, Feb. 8th  9:00am – 5:00pm

Monday thru Wednesday, Feb. 10th – 12th 3:00pm – 8:00pm

SPRING REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
It’s not every day that 

a famous ballet dancer is 
given a lifetime achieve-
ment award by SUNY Mari-
time Academy’s alumni as-
sociation.

But then again, the 
group boasts world-famous 
ballet dancer and director 
Edward Villella as one of its 
own, Class of 1957.

 Villella, who danced 
with the New York City Bal-
let from 1957 to 1975, was 
honored by the association 
Thursday, Feb. 6.

“I’m fl attered that the 
Maritime college would 
give a lifetime achievement 
award to a ballet dancer,” 
he said.

Baseball to ballet

Villella’s illustrious 
career started while play-
ing baseball in Bayside, 
Queens. One day at age six 
or seven, a baseball to Vil-
lella’s head led his friends to 
deliver him unconscious to 
his doorstep and run. After 
that, his mother said he had 

to accompany her and his 
sister to ballet class instead 
of playing in the streets.

He continued dancing 
for the next decade, follow-
ing his sister to the School 
of American Ballet. He 
completed high school in 
three years so he could join 
the New York City Ballet 
sooner. But his parents in-
sisted on college instead of 

ballet. Villella had a friend 
whose brother attended 
SUNY Maritime, and so he 
agreed to go visit the school. 
“I was impressed,” he said, 
by Fort Schuyler.

Villella describes Fort 
Schuyler as “not an easy 
place,” but said the college 
created a unique camara-
derie among classmates. 
Villella was on the baseball 
team and was welterweight 
boxing champion.

“I was so frustrated 
about not dancing I used 
to go to the gym and bang 
on the heavy bag,” Villella 
said. “One day the guy who 
ran the program asked if I 
wanted to box.”

“I’ll never forget watch-
ing him box, I can see him 
today vividly,” said his 
company commander, Dick 
Bracken. “He’d hit people 
and they’d go down like a 
cut tree.”

Boxing and beer

Villella said ballet was 
always on his mind. He 
started to sneak out of Fort 

Schuyler to take classes, 
but he had no money for 
transportation, classes, or 
the tights and slippers he 
needed. He started bringing 
a duffl e bag with him when 
he snuck off-base, buying a 
case of beer and selling it to 
his classmates.

“That’s how I fi nanced 
returning to ballet,” he 
said.

After graduation, Vil-
lella joined the New York 
City Ballet and danced 
with it for almost 20 years. 
In 1985 he founded the Mi-
ami City Ballet, creating a 
world-renowned company 
from scratch.

Back to NY 

After 27 years in Miami, 
Villella and his wife Brenda 
returned to New York just 
last year.

“Miami is not New 
York,” he noted, “although 
Miami likes to think it’s 
New York.”

Although he’s no longer 
dancing or directing, he 
still infl uencing the world 

of ballet through teaching, 
coaching and speaking, 
which he says he loves.

“I’m at that lovely place 
that I can do what it is that 
I’d like to do,” Villella said

He called his time at Fort 
Schuyler a distinct experi-
ence. “It was truly a coming 
of age experience.”

Villella’s classmate Ted 

Mason, former president 
of the Alumni Association 
and a member of the award 
committee, suggested that 
Villella receive this year’s 
award.

“When you talk about 
lifetime achievement,” said 
Mason, “his achievement 
started at 6 or 7 years old 
and continues to this day.”

Famous ballet dancer honored at SUNY Maritime

Former ballet dancer and SUNY Maritime alum Edward Villella. 
Photo by Jaime Williams. 

Edward Villella as a cadet at 
SUNY Maritime Acadamy. Vil-
lella graduated with the class 
of 1957. 

Villella taking a (ship’s) bow
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The Wicked Wolf
Restaurant & Bar

4029 East Tremont A 0

$14.95DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
SUN-THURS 10

PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT:

WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

All You Can Eat 15.95

The Wicked Wolf

Sunday 
Brunch Buffet

FRIDAY , SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

DJ’S

German & Seafood Specials Daily

Home Of The Aged
Black Angus

Steak

18oz Rib Eye
12oz Filet Mignon
16oz Shell Steak

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.

We Now Have 
Parking In Our 

New Lot!  In The 
Service Station 
On The Corner 
Of Gerber and
East Tremont

ENJOY A
CANDLELIGHT DINNER THIS

AT THE WOLF

MAKE YOUR

RESERVATIONS

EARLY!
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GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

Affordable & Caring 
Early Childhood Centers

 
FREE Universal Pre-Kindergarten 

Two Sites  2:00pm-4:30pm 
 

Child Day Care  
Two Sites  Hot Meals  

8:00am-6:00pm

Space available now! Call Today!

Van Cortlandt
3880 Sedgwick Ave. 

718-543-0231

Northside Annex
3512 Dekalb Ave. 

718-405-0020

Van Cortlandt
3880 Sedgwick Ave. 

718-543-0231
2-3 yr. olds

MMCC Main Building
3450 Dekalb Ave. 

718-654-0563
1-4 yr. oldsFollow Us

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A 150-year-old stained glass 

window in a local church is get-
ting a much needed facelift. 

Grace Episcopal’s Bolton 
Brothers stained-glass window, 
installed at the City Island church 
in 1863, is getting repaired thanks 
two grants from the Episcopal 
Diocese of New York and the New 
York Landmarks Conservancy, 
as well as about $9,000 in pledges 
from the parishioners, said life-
long parishioner Karen Nani. 

Nani, who is part of a church 
committee overseeing repairs, 
said that the window - which in-
cludes three panels - are an ex-
ample of those made by the Bol-
ton Brothers, a family that were 
the fi rst manufacturers of fi g-
ural stained glass windows in the 
United States. 

Early examples

The earliest examples of their 
work date back to the 1840s, with 
examples to be found in Christ 
Church in Pelham, N.Y., St. Ann 

Holy Trinity in Brooklyn, and the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in 
Manhattan. 

“The whole congregation feels 
that it is a work of art and that it 
is our duty to make sure it is good 
shape after 150 years and ready 
for the next 150 years,” she said. 

The window depicts the Trial 
of Christ, with Jesus seen in the 
center of the three window panels 
in a purple tunic, and Pontius Pi-
late to his right, dressed in green 
and washing his hands of Jesus. It 
is located above the church altar.

The condition of the window 
had been worsening in recent 
years, said Nani, with cracks and 
small holes becoming visible. Su-
perstorm Sandy really made the 
committee go into overtime to get 
the window repaired.

Superstorm damage

 “When Hurricane Sandy hit, 
we could see that things were 
worsening,” said Nani. 

The window had some slapdash 
repairs in the 1950s, little more 

than patch work, but the technol-
ogy may not have been available 
then to repair the window to the 
form it will be in when the $25,000 
project is complete, she added. 

The window is currently being 
restored by Rohlf’s Stained and 
Leaded Glass in Mount Vernon, 
N.Y. Almost 90% of the money for 
the repairs has been collected or 
pledged. 

The New York Landmarks 
Conservancy grant funded almost 
a third of the project as part of its 
Sacred Sites grant program, said 
NYLC grants manager Colleen 
Heemeyer. 

“We do give grants for all kinds 
of stained glass,” she said. “We are 
interested in having it preserved 
because it is part of the historic 
fabric of this particular church, 
but also because of the historical 
signifi cance of it being a Bolton 
Brothers window.” 

The Episcopal Diocese of New 
York grant totaled $7,000, said 
Nani.

150-year-old stained glass window’s ressurected 

This 150-year-old Bolton Brother window in Grace Episcopal is undergoing a 
$25,000 restoration. Photo courtesy of New York Landmarks Conservancy

Amazing glaze 
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**
*

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor. HO2-0019. *On select homes. **Owner’s unit.  †Price and availability subject to change without notice.

Open Daily 10-6 | Hablamos Español
$ †

BeechwoodHomes.com

MODELS  NOW  OPEN
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ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042

d i n n e r  a n d  d a n c i n g

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
STARTING AT 6:30PM

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
$60 PER PERSON PLUS TAX & SERVICE CHARGE

CALL 718.863.6363 FOR RESERVATIONS

C H A M P A G N E  T O A S T  ·  L I V E  D J
P R O F E S S I O N A L  P H O T O G R A P H E R

R O S E S  F O R  T H E  L A D I E S  ·  S I T  D O W N  D I N N E R

A P P E T I Z E R 

I N D I V I D U A L  C H O I C E  O F  1  P E R  G U E S T

Maryland Crab Cakes · Saffron Rice Balls 
Smoked Mozzarella and Roma Tomato Bruschetta 

Coconut Shrimp · Four Cheese Breaded Ravioli

S A L A D
Tricolor Medley with tangy homemade vinaigrette 

and topped with homemade focaccia bread

E N T R É E
I N D I V I D U A L  C H O I C E  O F  1  P E R  G U E S T

Grilled Fillet of Atlantic Salmon glazed with sweet soy miso, 
sticky rice and shitaki mushrooms, toasted sesame and snow peas tops

Stuffed French Breast of Chicken stuffed with spinach,oven roasted 
tomato, mozzarella and grilled zucchini, soft polenta, natural jus

Herb Crusted Roast Rack of Lamb Provence vegetable 
ratatouille, rissolet potato, port wine demi glace

V E G E TA R I A N  O P T I O N  A V A I L A B L E  U P O N  R E Q U E S T

D E S S E R T  M E D L E Y 
White Chocolate Mousse · Raspberry Panna Cotta

Chocolate Covered Strawberries4034 EAST TREMONT AVE. · BRONX, NY · 718.863.6363 · TOSCAMARQUEE.COM

Albert Graziosa, M.D., P.C.

Workers Compensation, No Fault
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465

We Also Have Offices in Manhattan and Queens
To Schedule An Appointment Call

(718) 931-0050
Fax: (718) 931-0264
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3445 Boston Road
Bronx, NY

718-654-1535

VISIT OUR OTHER
LOCATIONS AT:

Our other locations include:

Bronx

189 W. 231st Street
Bronx, NY 

718-792-0631
Westchester

202 North Ave.
New Rochelle, NY

914-633-1542

417 North Ave.
New Rochelle, NY

914-632-0622

OUR 40th YEAR
Serving The Community

EASTCHESTER CHECK CASHING

2046A Eastchester Road
 Bronx, NY

718-792-0334

(Next to supermarket)

AVAILABLE
NEXIS DEBIT CARDS

MAKES A GREAT GIFT

WE CASH
TAX RETURN

CHECKS
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Family
BRONX/RIVERDALE August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

PHOTOGRAPHER?
The Bronx Times Reporter 
is Looking for Freelance 
Photographers to cover 
the Bronx. Car Required!

If Interested, Call

718-742-3395
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Montefiore Einstein
Center for Heart & Vascular Care

A Healthy Heart Starts with You
Throughout the month of February, Montefiore Einstein Center for Heart and Vascular Care will offer free educational lectures and screenings to 
check your blood pressure, blood sugar and cholesterol levels. Protect your heart from disease, and learn how to take better care of yourself.

If you are interested in attending a heart month event, simply show up to the event site on the date and time of the 
event. For more information on other events, download the 2014 calendar with heart healthy tips, or find out more 
about Heart Month at Montefiore by visiting www.montefiore.org/HeartMonth.

Heart Month & Montefiore Mile Kick Off Event
Thursday, February 6, 2014 | 10:00 am 
Montefiore Hospital 
Wakefield Campus, 600 East 233rd Street, Bronx, New York 10466

Eating for a Healthy Heart Food Demonstration
Friday, February 7, 2014 | 1:00 pm
Montefiore Medical Group Family Health Center, Reception Area
360 East 193rd Street, Bronx, New York 10458

National Wear Red Day
Friday, February 7, 2014 | 10:00 am
The Children’s Hospital at Montefiore, Lobby
3415 Bainbridge Avenue, Bronx, New York 10467

Blood Pressure Screening
Friday, February 7, 2014 | 8:00 am–4:00 pm
Montefiore Hospital, Grand Hall
Moses Campus, 111 East 210th Street, Bronx, New York 10467

-St. Catharine Academy 
senior, Joanna Abaraoha, 
has advanced to fi nalist 
standing for a National 
Achievement Scholarship.  
The National Achievement 
Scholarship Program rec-
ognizes academically prom-
ising Black American high 
school seniors throughout 
the nation.  Abaraoha will 
now compete for one of ap-
proximately 800 Achieve-
ment Scholarship Awards.

Joanna, who attended 
PS 83, has followed SCA’s 
Trustee Scholar Curricu-
lum that includes:   Ad-
vanced Placement or Hon-
ors Courses in English, 
math, science, and social 
studies; three years of a 
modern language; four 

years of theology; enhanced 
service requirements 
and participation in the 
Trustee Enrichment Pro-
gram.  For the past three 
years, she has participated 
in the Science Technology 
Entry Program (STEP) at 
Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine.  Joanna is cur-
rently President of the Stu-
dent Council.

“We are extremely 
proud of Joanna,” said 
SCA Principal, Sr. Ann M. 
Welch.  “To be recognized 
by a prestigious national 
program, such as the Na-
tional Achievement Schol-
arship Program, is a great 
honor.  We wish her well as 
she enters this fi nal phase 
of the competition.”

St. Catharine student is National 
Achievement Scholarship fi nalist

JOANNA ABARAOHA

900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx NY 10454

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
$8one year $12two years
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Drive consumers 
to your website
Your customers are online 

You need to be visible online too

WEB SEARCH CUSTOMERS ARE 
READY-TO-BUY

Find out how to make your website 
easily found.

Enhance your online visibility
Call for a FREE consultation and website analysis

718-260-4501
Email digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

 

  

WESTCHESTER CREEK LONG TERM CONTROL PLAN 
PUBLIC KICK-OFF MEETING

Wednesday, February 26, 2014
JHS 125 Henry Hudson

1111 Pugsley Avenue, 1st Floor, Bronx NY 10472
6:00pm to 8:00pm

�EP ��ll prov�de a br�e� presenta�on at 6:�0pm�

As part of the Long Term Control Program (LTCP), DEP is developing comprehensive eval-
�a�ons of long term sol��ons to red�ce com�ined se�er over�o�s (C��s) and improve 
�ater 	�alit
 in �e� �or Cit
�s �ater�odies and �ater�a
s� The goal of each LTCP is to 
iden�f
 appropriate C�� controls necessar
 to achieve �ater�od
-speci�c �ater 	�alit
 
standards, consistent �ith the �ederal C�� Polic
 and the �ater 	�alit
 goals of the Clean 
�ater Act�

At the mee�ng, an overvie� of �atershed characteris�cs and �ater 	�alit
 condi�ons 
�ill �e provided� �n addi�on, sta� from the �e� �or Cit
 Department of Environmental 
Protec�on (DEP) �ill present on proposed e�orts to red�ce C��s for �estchester Cree� 
Ci��ens �ill learn ho� the
 can �e a part of the p��lic par�cipa�on process� DEP sees 
informa�on and involvement of local ci��ens in developing this plan�

HOW TO GET INVOLVED?
DEP and DEC sta� �ill �e availa�le to ans�er an
 	�es�ons 
o� ma
 have�

To ���P, please email ltcp�dep�n
c�gov or call DEP�s Comm�nit
 A�airs ��ce at (���) ���-�!�"�

�or more informa�on on DEP�s C�� program, please visit o�r LTCP Program �e�site at ����n
c�gov#
dep#ltcp or follo� �s on �ace�oo$ �����ace�oo�com #��C�ater�

Stop cursing the snow, 
and take in some of it’s natu-
ral beauty decorating Wave 
Hill overlooking the Hudson 
River and Palisades.

Besides the views outside 
on the 28-acre public garden, 
there’s plenty of activity in-
side it’s cultural center.

At the top of the list is the 
two-day winter woodwork-
ing workshop, with the iconic 
Wave Hill Chair, unique to 
Wave Hill, both to the look of 
the landscape and to the se-
rene experience of the gardens 
as well. Or catch a free lecture 
all about another immersive 
gardening experience Bea-
trice Ferrand’s secret garden 
in Hyde Park, New York.

And for a younger set, try 
taking them on the birding 
walk through the landscape 

fi rst thing Sunday morning.
SAT, FEBRUARY 8  

and SUN, FEBRUARY 9    

FAMILY ART PROJECT: 

HEARTS, FLOWERS AND 

LOVE BIRDS

Breathe in the fragrance 
of greenhouse fl owers, enjoy 
their colorful blooms and 
learn about cuddly winter 
doves. Using the wintry in-
spiration of Wave Hill, make 
your own lovely, lacy, feath-
ery and fl owerful Valen-
tine’s Day cards. Free, and 
admission to the grounds is 
free until noon. WAVE HILL 
HOUSE, 10AM–1PM

SAT, FEB. 8 and SUN, 

FEB. 9 WOODWORK-

ING: WAVE HILL CHAIR 

WORKSHOP

Wave Hill’s inspira-
tional landscape is comple-

mented by the iconic Wave 
Hill chair. In this two-day 
workshop, construct your 
own Wave Hill Chair under 
the guidance of master car-
penter and Wave Hill Direc-
tor of Facilities Frank Per-
rone. Participants receive 
step-by-step instructions; no 
previous carpentry skills re-
quired. Attendance required 
at both sessions. Space is 
limited! $230/$210 Wave 
Hill Member. Registration 
required, online at www.
wavehill.org<http://www.
wavehill.org>, onsite at the 
Perkins Visitor Center or 
by calling 718.439.3200 x251. 
MEET AT PERKINS VISI-
TOR CENTER, 10 AM–4 PM

SUN, FEBRUARY 9  

BIRDING WALK

Naturalist Gabriel Wil-

low contributes his exten-
sive knowledge of bird spe-
cies and their behaviors 
on these captivating walks 
overlooking the Hudson 
River fl yway for native and 
migrating birds. Ages 10 and 
older welcome with an adult. 
Severe weather cancels. For 
weather-related updates call 
718.549.3200 x245 by 8AM the 
day of the walk. Free with 
admission to the grounds. 
(NYC Audubon Members en-
joy two-for-one admission.) 
Registration recommended, 
online at www.wavehill.org, 
onsite at the Perkins Visi-
tor Center or by calling (718) 
549–3200 x251. MEET AT 
PERKINS VISITOR CEN-
TER, 9:30AM.

Call (718) 549–3200 or 
visit www.wavehill.org.

• Valentine’s Time At Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum .............. 53

• Rock On The Bronx ........................................................................54

• Clason Point Roller Coaster ........................................................ 55

Learn chairmaking this weekend at Wave Hill’s two-day work-
shop. Photo by Joshua Bright

Woodwork at Wave Hill
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An Information Session 
for the spring semester of 
the Lehman Academy: Pro-
grams for Children and 
Teens will be offered by 
the Lehman College School 
of Continuing and Profes-
sional Studies on Saturday, 
Feb. 15 at 10:30 am.

 Expert guidance will be 
provided on a wide range of 
enrichment courses: aca-
demic including reading, 
writing and math; test prep 
such as SAT, NYC special-

ized high schools, Regents, 
American Sign Language; 
computers; creative arts 
including art, crafts, act-
ing, movie making; piano; 
guitar; and physical fi t-
ness with classes in dance, 
Zumba, basketball, tennis, 
rhythmic gymnastics and 
all levels of swimming. 
Most classes start at the 
beginning of March.  In ad-
dition, information will be 
given on our popular sum-
mer camp program which 

provides children with the 
opportunity for enrich-
ment, creativity, physical 
fi tness and socialization, all 
on the Lehman campus. 

Numerous convenient 
schedules are offered. For 
meeting room, additional 
information and a catalog 
of all spring and summer 
classes for adults and chil-
dren, please call (718) 960-
8512 or visit www.lehman.
edu/ce.

Children and teens at Lehman

 It’s Valentine’s Time at 
the Bartow-Pell Mansion

in Pelham Bay Park.
Who can resist a hand-

made Victorian valentine, 
made in the style—and in 
the very rooms—where the 
Bartows might have made 
similar treasures all those 
years ago? 

At the Victorian Valen-
tine Workshop on Saturday, 
February 8, from 1 to 3 p.m., 
you’ll learn about the his-
tory of valentines and the 
printed “scraps” used to 
make them in the 19th cen-
tury while you craft your 
own memorable card. A 
family workshop suitable 
for all ages. 

Cost: $10 adults; $8 stu-
dents, seniors, and mem-
bers. Registration re-
quired: info@bpmm.org or 
718.885.1461.

Perhaps you will want to 
add a note inside your val-
entine suggesting a roman-
tic evening at Bartow-Pell’s 
Valentine’s Day Concert 
on Friday, February 14, at 
7 p.m. Basis, an ensemble 
of four Juilliard-trained 
musicians, will perform 
Beethoven’s String trio in 
D Major, Op. 9, No. 2, and 
Franz Danzi’s Quartet in C 
Major, Op. 40, No. 1, in the 
double parlors on period 
instruments. Cost: $20; $15 
for members. Registration 
requested: info@bpmm.org 
or 718.885.1461.

Bartow-Pell Mansion 
Museum is located at 895 
Shore Road. For more infor-
mation visit www.bpmm.
org.

* * *

Lehman Center for the 

Performing Arts present 
thes GUITAR PASSIONS 
OF SHARON ISBIN in a 
concert of Latin, jazz and 
Brazilian music inspired by 

Sharon Isbin’s popular 2011 
album Guitar Passions on 
Sunday, February 9 at 3pm.

 SHARON ISBIN, the 
pre-eminent guitarist of 
our time, will be perform-
ing with two of her album’s 
collaborators, Brazilian 
jazz master ROMERO LUM-
BAMBO and innovative 
American jazzman STAN-
LEY JORDAN. The concert 
will feature a mix of acous-
tic and electric guitars per-
forming music from Spain, 
Argentina, Brazil, Para-
guay and Venezuela in solo, 
duo and trio combinations.

Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts is on the 
campus of Lehman College/
CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West. Tickets are 
$35, $30, and $25 (children 
12 and under: $10 for any 
seat) and can be purchased 
by calling 718-960-8833.

* * *

The Bronx Arts Ensem-

ble will perform  Sunday, 
February 9th, at 3:00 pm in 
a Chamber Music Concert 
at the Whitehall, featur-
ing pieces by Beethoven, 
Brahms and Mendelssohn. 

Whitehall Club Ball-
room  is located at 3333 
Henry Hudson Parkway.

Tickets are $25 and in-
clude intermission refresh-
ments.  For tickets visit 
www.bronxartsensemble.
org or call 718.601.7399.

Bronx Arts Ensemble 
musicians include Mitchell 
Kriegler and Adrian Mira 
on clarinets, William Scrib-
ner and Andrea Herr on 
bassoons, Sharon Moe and 
Richard Hagen on horns, 
Jorge Avila and Fran-
cisca Mendoza on violins, 
Veronica Salas and Sally 
Shumway on violas, Da-
vid Bakamjian and Eliana 
Mendoza on cellos.

* * *

The Bronx Council on 
the Arts (BCA) invites the 
public to February 25th’s 
Community Arts Tuesday 
for “Thirteen Moons,” an 
original musical collabora-
tion featuring New Orleans 
musician GrayHawk Per-
kins, of the Choctaw and 
Houma tribes, and Mezcal 
Jazz Unit, a French Jazz 
quartet.

The concert will be from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at BCA’s of-
fi ces at 2700 East Tremont 
Avenue at St. Raymond Av-
enue. 

Admission is free 
and all are welcome. 
Reserve your seat at 
ht tp://13moons22 52 014 .
eventbrite.com.

* * *

The Bronx Academy 

of Art & Dance presents 
a V-Day dance, live perfor-
mances, dance classes and 
a series of fi lms celebrat-
ing queer power, diversity, 
defi ance and visibility in 
annual GET TOUGH, GET 
BAAD! series.

 GET TOUGH, GET 
BAAD! was originally initi-
ated in 2010 to take a stand 
against violence and to 
counter negative and vic-
timized images of queer 
people in the media from 
homophobic attacks in the 
Bronx and New York City.

The series presents fi lms 
and events that celebrated 
queer strength and value.

The next installment of 
the series will run from Feb-
ruary 12-22, 2014 at BAAD!, 
2474 Westchester Avenue. 
Dance classes will run from 
February 7 – 23.

For reservations, direc-
tions and further informa-
tion call (718) 918-2110 or 
visit www.BronxAcade-
myofArtsandDance.org

Valentine’s Time at Bartow-Pell
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HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

The age old question 
when starting a band: cover 
songs or original songs? 
Does the band do some 
cover songs with an empha-
sis on original songs or all 
cover songs with the occa-
sional original song thrown 
in to test the waters. 

Usually this question is 
answered on its own. It’s 
like an unspoken thing that 
happens when musicians 
start jamming. 

If the whole thing is 

cooking then it just goes 
without saying what direc-
tion the band will go into. 
If they started cooking on 
original songs then they 
will most likely stick in that 
direction, the opposite is 
true if the band really rec-
reates the vitality of a cover 

tune. 
For those who may not 

know: an original song is a 
song that a band, or mem-
ber of the band, writes 
themselves. A cover song is 
a song made popular on the 
radio or by a well-known 
artist. 

The problems begin 
when half the band wants to 
do originals and the other 
half is satisfi ed doing cov-
ers. 

Rock on. Rock out.

Who says that Kosher 
can’t be delicious?  On Fri-
day, February 21 at 7:30 
p.m., Temple Hatikva will 
be sponsoring our fi rst Ko-
sher Wine & Cheese Festi-
val directly after our Shab-
bat Services.

Participants will have 
the opportunity to sample 
several types of Kosher 
wines & cheeses and com-
pare the various products.  
The knowledgeable “som-
meliers” (wine experts) will 
tell you about every wine 

and provide a mini-course 
on Kosher wine production.  
Of course, the cheese & 
crackers will serve to high-
light the taste of each wine 
and bring out its natural 
fl avorings.

Due to the nature of this 
program, only those over 
the age of 21 years old (with 
proof) will be allowed to 
participate in the wine tast-
ings.  However, there will 
be cheese and crackers for 
everyone!

Also, Temple Hatikva’s 

adult education program, 
“Everything You Want To 
Know About Judaism But 
Are Afraid To Ask” will 
continue on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 21 at 10 a.m.  A free 
breakfast is provided to all 
participants.  This program 
is sponsored by the Shalom 
Jewish Funeral Home.

Temple Hatikva is lo-
cated at 2440 Esplanade.  
For more information call 
Temple Hatikva at (718) 792-
1109 or contact us at Tem-
pleHatikva@aol.com.

Hatikva Wine & Cheese Fest
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Clason Point roller coaster
I recently came across a 

schematic of the Clason Point 
Amusement Park along with 
a copy of a picture of a 1909 
postcard showing the vari-
ous amusements at the site.  
Artie Seifert (1926-2006), the 
Clason Point historian, had 
given them to me years ago 
and he was the leading ex-
pert on the area.  The sche-
matic was created in 1935 
by Con Edison and clearly 
outlines the locations of the 
amusements in relation to 
the streets that later dis-
sected the park area.  Many 
readers of this column will 
recall the park after it was 
transformed into the Shore-
haven Beach Club and bus-
loads of revelers were trans-
ported to the site by special 
busses from Parkchester 
and other pick-up points.  It 
became enormously popular 
with all age groups

 The schematic shows 
the East River as the south-
ern boundary with Sound-
view Avenue to the north 
veering southeast.  The east 
borders the Michael Pfeiffer 
property (parts of blocks 

3434 and 3435).  The western 
border is much harder to de-
fi ne in words but it starts at 
Soundview Avenue just east 
of Newman Avenue and con-
tinues southwest to the East 
River never quite reaching 
as far west as White Plains 
Road. Clinton Stephens 
bought the odd shaped 25-a-
cre tract of land and opened 
a hotel resort.  He kept add-
ing amenities until it mush-
roomed into a huge recre-
ational resort.  

 His giant aeroplane ride 
and Ferris wheel could be 
seen for miles around.  His 
$26,000 merry-go round and 
huge roller coaster were 
also extremely popular.  The 
roller coaster was located 
just to the right of the beau-
tiful entry arch where Ste-
phens Avenue was later cut 
through.  The arch led to 
the Midway and followed it 

all the way to the giant pier 
with the baths and pool.  The 
latter was dubbed “the ink-
well” and was thought to be 
the largest of its kind at the 
time.

 There was a major acci-
dent on the roller coaster on 
July 31, 1910 that was detailed 
in the New York Times and 
elsewhere.  Each of the twin 
cars on the coaster were run 
independently and the fi rst 
car out, carrying six passen-
gers, was hauled up to the 
crest of the fi rst hill and then 
went down the incline by its 
own weight.  It reached the 
top of the second, and high-
est, hill and stalled.  In the 
interim, the second car had 
already begun its descent 
and the occupants of both 
cars knew a collision was in-
evitable.  The operator of the 
ride was fully aware of what 
was happening and shut off 

the power but had no way of 
stopping the collision.

Police Offi cer James 
Dorsett heard the commo-
tion and rode his horse 
straight to the problem, 
obtained some rope, and 
climbed up to the apex of the 
ride to render assistance.  
Sergeant Walsh arrived 
next and sent for an ambu-
lance from Lebanon Hospi-
tal which arrived in only 18 
minutes bringing Dr. Gross-
man to the scene.  In the in-
terim, a 75 foot ladder was 

procured and set up.  Of-
fi cer Dorsett had already 
assisted and calmed the 
stranded victims assisting 
those mobile enough down 
with the rope and ladder. A 
Doctor William Cornwall of 
1702 Bathgate Avenue hap-
pened to be at the park and 
also rendered assistance.  
The most serious injury ap-
peared to be a cracked rib 
while most of the others 
simply suffered from slight 
contusions and were soon on 
their way home.  The quick 

and effi cient response by 
the mounted police calmed 
the situation and prevented 
panic from overtaking those 
involved.

 The Ferris wheel was 
blown over in a windstorm 
in 1922 which resulted in 
death and destruction but 
I’ve dealt with that story 
years ago so won’t repeat 
myself.   There are a lot of 
stories emanating from that 
popular site and its succes-
sor the Shorehaven Beach 
Club which opened in 1949.

This postcard view of the Twin Racing Coaster at the Clason Point Amusement Park was taken the year 
after the accident of July 31, 1910 described in this column. The roller coaster is at the right and the 
archway at the center is the main entrance leading to the Midway. 

Photo courtesy of Tom Casey

REPRINTED FROM 2/16/2012
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          There’s More to 
the Charter School Story…

“Both of our sons attend the Neighborhood 
Charter School of Harlem. Our youngest, 

Lucas, has Autism. Not only are both boys learning 

critical thinking and problem solving skills at a 

young age, but Neighborhood Charter School  

of Harlem has also provided Lucas with the addi-

tional social development supports he’s needed 

to grow and thrive. Thanks to our public charter 

school, both of our sons’ futures are bright.”

Learn more about NYC’s  
public charter schools and apply at

CharterNYC.org

M E DICA L  R E S E A R C H  G U I DE

available

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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In Loving Memory of

M ichael Smith
Happy 10th Anniversary In Heaven

Love, Mom, Janis, Kara & Frank
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8 East Bronx History Forum

BY THOMAS X. CASEY 
City Island And The Early 

Movie Industry

 The Huntington Free 
Library and Reading Room 
is pleased to announce The 
East Bronx History Forum 
will hold its next meeting on 
Wednesday, February 19, at 
7:30 p.m. 

The East Bronx History 
Forum meets to discuss 
Bronx History and held its 
fi rst meeting on June 16, 
2005.   February will be the 
Forum’s 88th meeting and we 
will be treated to a special in-
sider’s view, history and ex-
perience of movie making on 
City Island, Bronx NY.   We 
are pleased to have Barbara 
Dolensek return to the East 
Bronx History Forum with 
a new presentation “City Is-
land and the Early Movie In-  Fred Gwynne, Joe E. Ross, “Car 54 “

dustry”.  
 If you have attended any 

one of the fi ne performances 
of The City Island Theater 
Group, you might have been 
lucky to see Barbara Dol-
ensek on stage.  Most of the 
time, you would see a prop 
borrowed from the Dolensek 
house.   If you are a fan of clas-
sic movies or Bronx themed 
movies, then you probably 
have seen Barbara’s entire 
house on the big screen.  City 
Island has a long history as 
being the destination as a 
fi lm and television location 
site since 1906.  City Island 
has long hosted many police 
themed episodes of Car 54 
and Law and Order, too nu-
merous to count.

Ms. Dolensek is a long 
standing offi cer and ad-
ministrator of the City Is-

land Historical Society and 
Nautical Museum.  She has 
contributed many articles 
for the City Island Current 
newspaper and is an offi cer 
with the City Island Civic 
Association. 

Please join us and fi nd 
out who shared Barbara’s 
porch, and all of City Island 
on fi lm.

All meetings are free and 
open to the public at The 
Huntington Free Library 
and Reading Room, located 
next to Apple Bank at 9 
Westchester Square Bronx, 
NY. View the East Bronx 
History Forum web page at 
BronxNYC.com for details 
and follow us on Facebook. 
Join us at 7:30 p.m., Wednes-
day, February 19, at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Huntington Free Li-
brary. 

BY JERRY LANDI
I went down to The Civic 

House this morning to take 
some photos and was greeted 
by Joe Donovan. Joe is an-
other Locust Point resident 
who has given his time and 
talents to help in the resto-
ration of the Civic. He was 
painting boards for a photo 
strip that another resident, 
Nick Virello, is building for 
our Grand Reopening. 

Our plan is to post old 
photos from Locust Points 
past. I printed and mounted 
a bunch of photos for our 
reunion two years ago, and 
while the Civic was being 
cleaned out after the storm, 
Kristen Harty found them 
and bought them to my 

house. I was so happy they 
were spared from the storms 
damage.  

Many years ago, Amy 
Slattery gave me three large 
books. Amy’s husband Wal-
ter was a great photogra-
pher, and I was so happy to 
be getting this piece of Lo-
cust Points History; I quickly 
took them to my darkroom 
and made 4x5 negatives of 
my favorites, then digitally 
scanned them into my com-
puter. These photos opened 
a window into the past I al-
ways heard about, but never 
saw.  I realized that The 
Labor Day Parade was an 
enormous event. Kings and 
Queens, elaborate costumes, 
fl oats, and large parties., all 

documented by Walter. 
That’s the magic of Pho-

tography, taking a moment 
in time and fi ling it away for 
future generations to see. I 
have been talking to Amy’s 
daughter Lucille Slattery 
Horkan to get some of those 
books back and hopefully 
fi nd some more gems. To 
see these photos on display, 
please come to our Grand Re-
opening on Feb 8th @ 6PM, 
Hope to see you there. Before and after photos of Hurricane Sandy.

BY STEVEN GLOSSER 
AND LOUIS LUTNICK

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
held its monthly meeting 
on Tuesday Jan. 14 at Bronx 
House. We had two excellent 
speakers at this meeting. 
Our fi rst guest speaker was 
Mr. Richard Duignan from 
the NYC Fire Dept. Mr. Du-
ignan gave a lecture to our 
audience on the importance 
of fi re safety and also im-
parted some fi re education 
that perhaps the public may 
not be aware of. He talked 
to us about the main causes 
of fi res in NYC , with exten-
sion cords being #1. He told 
the assembly that extension 
cords should only be used 
on a temporary basis. Resi-

dents should never plug ap-
pliances that draw a heavy 
amount of electricity such 
as air conditioners or refrig-
erators into power strips. 
These appliances should 
instead be plugged directly 
into the wall outlet. Exten-
sion cords should instead 
be used for televisions, com-
puter monitors,printers and 
cell phones.

Mr. Duignan also men-
tioned smoking in bed as 
a main culprit in causes of 
fi res. He also pointed out, not 
to use water on any grease 
fi res, instead we should use 
baking soda to smother the 
fl ames and immediately turn 
off the fl ame, while being 
careful not to come into con-
tact with the fl ames. He also 

educated us on the use of fi re 
extinguishers. We should 
use the mnemonic P.A.S.S. 
Which stands for - Pull pin, 
Aim, Squeeze, Spray side to 
side. Also we should aim low 
at the base of the fi re.

We should also always 
carry a small fl ashlight es-
pecially if you take a subway 
everyday.

He also gave us some tips 
on what to do in case of a 
fi re. In any apt or high rise 
that is certifi ed fi reproof we 

should stay inside our apt 
and place wet rags at the bot-
tom of door in case of a fi re 
that is not inside our own 
apartment unless otherwise 
directed by fi refi ghting per-
sonnel. Its very important 
to have a plan, know your 
escape routes in your house 
or building and always use 
the stairs. Never go back into 
a burning building, tell the 
fi remen if you have pets or 
handicap person inside with 
the apt# and fl oor. We should 
also test our smoke and Car-
bon Monoxide (CO) detectors 
twice a year.

Our other guest speak 
was Iggy Terranova from the 
NYC Dept. of Sanitation. One 
highlights from his presenta-
tion was the city’s testing of a 

potential Compost program. 
Each participant in the pro-
gram will be responsible for 
discarding their food scraps 
in a special can for collection 
in addition to the recycle and 
regular garbage. The City 
is looking to expanded this 
program in the future. Also, 
and this is an issue that al-
ways comes up, there are 
heavy fi nes for putting your 
personal garbage in city gar-
bage cans.

Of course with the recent 
weather snow was big on 
his agenda. He emphasized 
that we should put shoveled 
snow at the curbside and not 
in the middle of street or on 
the front or behind cars. An-
other big issue was concern-
ing who is responsible for 

shoveling construction sites. 
As Mr. Terranova said dur-
ing the meeting The Dept. of 
Sanitation does not plow any 
construction sites. The shov-
eling of a construction site is 
left to the contractor to plow, 
this of course includes scaf-
folding. Any building owner 
is responsible for clearing 
fi re hydrants of snow on their 
property. Open bus stops and 
cross walks are done by the 
Dept. of Sanitation.

The next informative 
meeting of the PPNA will 
be Tuesday Feb.11 At Bronx 
House. We encourage com-
munity participation at all 
our meetings. Involvement 
is essential to keeping a safe 
,clean, and secure commu-
nity.
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BY LYNN GERBINO
There are some interest-

ing events coming up in the 
community that you should 
be aware of, so I have listed 
them below.

Bridges Deck 

Replacement

I just received work 
from Ken Kearns at Com-
munity Board 10 who tells 
me that the deck replace-
ment on the bridges in our 
community will begin on 
February 3, prior to this 
publication. This work 
will consist of the deck 
replacement of the Penny-
field Avenue Bridge over 
the Cross Bronx Express-
way, Lafayette Avenue 

Bridge over the Throgs 
Neck Expressway and the 
Castle Hill Avenue Bridge 
over the Bruckner Ex-
pressway. I do not have 
any more info on this, but 
if I remember correctly 
from prior notices, I think 
that at least one lane will 
be open while the work is 
in progress. I will report 
more as soon as I find out. 

NYPD Document 

Shredding

The NYPD’s Crime Pre-
vention Section is holding 
a free Document Shredding 
Event at Bay Plaza Mall, 
2100 Bartow Avenue, in the 
Red Lobster Parking Lot in 
Co-op City, on Sunday, Feb-

ruary 9th, from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. It is a great deal for 
those of you who want to get 
rid of documents contain-
ing personal or sensitive in-
formation. In addition, you 
will also be able to regis-
ter your electronic devices 
with the NYPD’s Operation 
ID Program. I know that 
there are sometimes long 
lines for this service, so get 
there early!
How To Challenge Your 

Property’s Assessment

If you have problems 
with the property value of 
your house, you may be in-
terested in attending this 
seminar. 

NYC Dept of Finance 
is sponsoring a Notice of 
Property Value (NOPV) 
Workshop on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 11, 2014 from 10:00 
AM to 12:00 PM at Depar-
tent of Finance Offi ce, 3030 
Third Avenue, where you 
may ask questions on Mar-
ket Value, Assessed Value, 
changing Property De-
scription, change Square 
Footage and most impor-
tantly, how to challenge 
your property’s assessed 

value. There will be tax as-
sessors on hand, as well as 
Dept of Finance agents and 
members of the Tax Com-
mission. 

This workshop is for pri-
vate homes and businesses 
and is very important if you 
feel your home’s assessment 
is too high.

For the Children

The Bronx Council on 
the Arts (BCA) and the Hun-
tington Free Library (HFL) 
present a family-friendly, 
hands-on “Headdresses 
Making” craft workshop 
with Lucracia Novoa on 
Saturday, February 15, 
from 12:30 to 3:00 pm at the 
Huntington Free Library (9 

Westchester Square, next to 
the Apple Savings Bank). 
This workshop is free and 
open to the public. All are 
welcome.

 Dues

If you have not yet paid 
your dues for the year 
2014, please send your $15 
check to : Throggs Neck 
Homeowners Association, 
P.O. Box 25, Throggs Neck 
Station, Bronx, New York 
10465. 

Thank you to those who 
have already sent in your 
dues. We have been process-
ing them as quickly as pos-
sible and should be up to 
date now.

Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
New York State will hit 

another dubious milestone 
as it falls from the third to 
the fourth most populous 
state in the USA, accord-
ing to a study by the Empire 
Center.

From July 1, 2012 to July 
2013, 104,470 more people 
moved out of New York than 
moved in.  This is the larg-
est net domestic migration 
loss sustained by any state.  
Since 2010, New York has 
lost 328,538 people, again, 
more than any other state.

The question, of course, 
is why this has occurred.

While (particularly this 
miserable winter) some 
might speculate that cli-
mate is a reason to leave 
New York, the more sub-
stantive answer has to do 
with economics. New York 

is hemorrhaging people be-
cause it is destroying eco-
nomic opportunity and jobs 
through high taxes, exces-
sive regulation and sharply 
misguided environmental 
policies.

In many ways, this exo-
dus—and the fi nancial cri-
sis that caused it—is invisi-
ble to the Manhattan-based 
news media and decision 
makers.

Just as The Bronx has 
an unemployment rate sig-
nifi cantly higher than Man-
hattan, upstate New York 
has an economic crisis that 
the state government is ap-
parently blind to due to the 
preponderance of NYC leg-
islators.

The Empire Center has 
also recently completed 
a review comparing New 
York and Pennsylvania, two 

states that have enormous 
reserves of natural gas.  
Pennsylvania has wisely 
exploited this resource to 
provide employment and 
prosperity. New York has 
not.

The contrasts between 
the two states could not be 
starker. 

The study notes that 
Pennsylvania’s economic 
growth clearly corre-
sponded to the number 
of wells allowed.  It adds 
that “These results could 
equally well be applied to 
other states, from Califor-

nia to West Virginia, that 
have the potential to drill 
for oil and natural gas.”

Fracking is not the only 
economic development is-
sue that the federal and 
many state governments 
have taken a wrong turn on.  
Washington’s irrational re-
fusal to allow the Keystone 
XL pipeline at a time when 
America needs energy and 
Americans need jobs is a 
further example.

(In his State of the Union 
address, President Obama 
touted America’s increased 
energy production.  This 
success, however, is in spite 
of, rather than because 
of, his policies.  Under his 
watch, there has been a 
42% decrease in leases and 
a 37% decrease in drilling 
permits on federal land. He 
has attempted to end one of 

the nation’s key energy re-
sources, coal. He has pre-
vented the development of 
the Keystone XL pipeline.  
Motorists cannot fail to 
note the 96% increase in 
gas prices during his ten-
ure in offi ce.)

Starting and maintain-
ing a business, to create 
jobs, is more diffi cult in 
New York than in any other 
state.

(The U.S. as a whole is 
not doing so well in this 
regard. According to the 
World Bank, the United 
States as a whole ranks, 
bizarrely, behind Rwanda, 
Belarus, and Azerbaijan in 
ease of starting a new busi-
ness.)

According to Mark Lar-
sen, the CEO of Maxxcap 
Group, New York, Cali-
fornia and Illinois are the 

worst places to do business 
due to high taxes, and high 
regulation.  The 2014 Tax 
Foundation rankings have 
declared that New York is 
the worst state in the union 
for business tax climate.

According to the Empire 
Center, New York’s economy 
will not get better “without 
far-reaching structural re-
form that the governor and 
legislature continue to re-
sist.”

Prosperity, on the state 
or national level, is a choice, 
a choice that neither Al-
bany nor Washington, has 
chosen not to make.

Contact COMACTA 
at nycommunityaction@
gmail.com; tune into our 
affi liated radio broadcasts, 
and visit our website at co-
mactainc.com.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello All! 
I watched the Super Bowl 

Game and it seems the best 
thing that happened was 
that the hype has ended.

 Once again, I have been 
passed over for Grand Mar-
shall of the St. Patty’s Day 
Parade. I think the commit-
tee is biased against Medi-
terranean Irish. Ah well 
there’s next year.

 We here at the Post are 
hosting a Revitalization 
Telephone Bank March 
26-27. We need Volunteers 
with Cell Phones to canvass 
the Parkchester- Soundview 
sections of the Bronx.

 There is a free Vets only 
workshop taking place Feb-
ruary 4, 6, 11, 13. The menu 
is intro to PC, Keyboard-

ing, Internet Basics, Micro-
soft Word, PowerPoint and 
Excel1&2. This is open to all 
Vets without a Bachelor’s 
Degree. 

For more info log onto 
vets@lagcc.cuny.edu or call 
718-482-5386. RSVP is re-
quired.

 This in from Sandy Ro-
lon. Citibank is hiring tell-
ers. This is an excellent op-
portunity for vets.  The vet 
must be bilingual, Bronx 
resident and be honorably 
discharged. 

Bring your DD-214 . Call 
Shaune Rogers at 718-960-
4677. 

He’s a vet specialist with 
FEGS Health and Human 
Services System Workforce 
1 Career Center, 400 East 
Fordham Road 8th Floor, 

Bronx, NY 10458.
 Remember the Holly-

wood Vets I wrote about last 
week? Well I promised you 
some more.

 John Carroll was in the 
Army Air Corps. He was a 
pilot in North Africa and 
broke his back in a crash.

 Lee Marvin was a Ma-
rine sniper, was wounded in 
action on Saipan and is bur-
ied in Arlington Cemetery 
next to Pappy Boyington 
and Joe Louis.

 Art Carney was in the 

Army, was wounded on Nor-
mandy Beach on D-Day and 
has a permanent limp.

 Wayne Morris was a US 
Navy Pilot fl ying off the USS 
Essex and downed seven 
Japanese fi ghters.

 Remember that Hanoi 
lady who posed on that Anti-
Aircraft Gun and who will 
remain anonymous, well 
her dad Henry Fonda served 
in the Navy aboard the USS 
Satterlee a Destroyer.

 Trivia Time!!
 February 1, 1960, saw 

the fi rst lunch-counter sit-in 
in Greenboro, NC.

 That annoying rodent 
Puxy Phil debuted on Feb-
ruary 2, 1886.

 On the same date in 1913, 
The Grand Central Termi-
nal opened.

TNCAP is sponsoring 
a New York State Liquor 
Authority-approved and 
certifi ed Alcohol  Train-
ing Awareness Program 
for all businesses that 
serve and/or sell alco-
hol.

The program will be 
held on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 26, from 10:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at 2789 Schurz 
Avenue. (corner of Swin-
ton and Schurz avenues).  
This 2½ hour training 
brings immediate ben-
efi ts:

• Improved customer 

service
• Preserves the health, 

safety and welfare of cus-
tomers & communities

• Decreased penalties 
for alcohol violations

• Comply with Alcohol 
Beverage Control Laws

• Stop underage drink-
ing & sales to intoxicated 
persons

Registration is re-
quired.

Call Joanne Timmins 
at 718-904-1333 ext. 28 
or e-mail @ jtimmins@
adapp.org.

TNCAP Sponsors Alcohol 
Training Awareness  Program
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The Montefi ore Einstein 
Center for Heart and Vas-
cular Care is leading an 
expansive effort to reduce 
heart disease, the leading 
cause of death in the United 
States, regardless of race, 
ethnicity or gender, through 
a robust calendar of events 
in recognition of Febru-
ary’s Heart Month. A range 
of events hosted throughout 
the month will educate pa-
tients, the community and 
Montefi ore associates about 
heart disease prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment. 

“Most people don’t real-
ize that heart disease kills 
more people each year than 
all forms of cancer and HIV 
combined. Prevention is ev-
eryone’s best friend when 
it comes to this fi ght,” said 
Mario Garcia, M.D., chief, 
Division of Cardiology at 
Montefi ore, and co-director 
of The Montefi ore Einstein 
Center for Heart and Vas-
cular Care. “Being heart 
healthy – eating right, exer-

cising regularly and work-
ing with your doctor on a 
plan that’s right for you – 
can improve one’s quality 
of life and longevity.”

 Heart disease can stem 
from a variety of conditions 
including abnormal heart 
rhythms, heart failure and 
coronary heart disease, 
which can lead to heart at-
tack. Coronary heart dis-
ease is the most common 
type of heart disease, kill-
ing more than 385,000 peo-
ple each year and carrying 
a cost of more than $108 bil-
lion annually.

 Major risk factors for 
heart disease – high blood 
pressure and cholesterol, 
diabetes, obesity and smok-
ing – can be controlled or 
managed. It is important 
for everyone to see a doctor 
for regular checkups and to 
discuss how to reduce the 
risk of heart disease and 
improve overall health.

 “About 600,000 Ameri-
cans die of heart disease 

each year – that’s one in ev-
ery four deaths,” said Rob-
ert Michler, M.D., professor 
and chairman, Department 
of Cardiovascular and Tho-
racic Surgery at Montefi ore, 
and co-director of The Mon-
tefi ore Einstein Center for 
Heart and Vascular Care. 
“Montefi ore is a leader in 
providing innovative thera-
pies and clinical best prac-
tices for adult and pediatric 
heart disease patients. We 
are passionate about Heart 
Month and helping people 
learn how important it is 
to lower their risk of heart 
disease.”

 Montefi ore’s Heart 
Month program offers a 
wide variety of events in-
cluding, heart healthy 
screenings, healthy eating 
demonstrations, and edu-
cational talks. Patients, the 
community and Montefi ore 
associates are invited to 
participate in all Heart 
Month events. Following is 
a sampling of events and a 

full schedule is available at 
www.montefi ore.org/heart-
month. 

How Old Is Your Heart? 
with Dr. Robert Michler 
(Feb. 4) – This special lec-
ture, taking place at the 
92nd Street Y, invites com-
munity members to take 
an interactive heart health 
quiz. Dr. Michler will ex-
plore risk factors and what 
can be done to lower them. 
Event information is avail-
able at www.92Y.org/toy-
ourhealth. 

Heart Month Kick Off 
and Montefi ore Mile (Feb. 
5) – Montefi ore leadership 
will offi cially kick off Heart 
Month at the Moses Campus 
with a special ceremony fol-
lowed by a group walk of 
the “Montefi ore Mile,” a 
specially designated route 
within the hospital that 
serves as a one-mile track 
for exercise.

 Eleventh Annual Na-
tional Wear Red Day (Feb. 
7) – Montefi ore and the 

American Heart Associa-
tion (AHA) ask everyone to 
wear red and call attention 
to the fact that heart disease 
is the number one killer of 
women in the United States. 
Montefi ore associates will 
gather at 10 am in the lobby 
of The Children’s Hospital at 
Montefi ore (CHAM) decked 
out in red for a group photo 
to show our commitment to 
heart health.

 Healthy Eating Food 
Demonstration – Interac-
tive demos will take place 
at Montefi ore locations in 
the Bronx and Westchester 
throughout the month. 
Montefi ore dieticians will 
teach healthy eating op-
tions and creative ways to 
make healthy fun. Check 
the calendar for specifi c op-
portunities.

 Heart Month Fashion 
Show (Feb. 27) – This fi rst-
time event will feature 
Montefi ore associates and 
aims to drive awareness 
and education throughout 

the health system about 
heart health. The celebra-
tory evening will include 
several raffl es and other 
surprise activities.

 Events at Montefi ore 
Westchester Square, Mon-
tefi ore New Rochelle and 
Montefi ore Mount Vernon – 
Montefi ore will host events, 
including blood pressure 
screenings, at its newest 
members of the Health Sys-
tem. Check the calendar to 
fi nd out when and where.

 For Heart Month 2014, 
Montefi ore has developed 
the hashtag #MonteHeart 
to help spread educational 
messages through social 
media. Follow @Mon-
tefi oreNYC for information 
about educational Twitter 
chats, Montefi ore events 
and general heart health 
facts and tips. 

Additional information 
will be available on Mon-
tefi ore’s Facebook and You-
Tube pages.

Montefi ore pumps up the fun

According to Katherine 
Cocca-Bates, a nurse practi-
tioner and the Occupational 
Health Services Coordina-
tor at Union Community 
Health Center in the Bronx, 
a signifi cant percentage of 
the people she sees – many 
of whom are indigenous to 
the Caribbean, Africa or 
parts of South America – 
have skin or blood tests that 
have come back positive.

 Positive tuberculosis 
tests indicate that a per-
son has been exposed to 
tuberculosis, but does not 
necessarily mean that the 
person is sick with tuber-
culosis. Additional testing, 
which may include a chest 
x-ray, physical examination 
and sputum testing, is im-

portant to help determine 
whether or not a person has 
an active tuberculosis in-
fection.

Some individuals have 
positive tuberculosis skin 
testing due to having been 
inoculated with the bacille 
Calmette-Guérin (BCG) 
vaccine. This vaccine can 
cause a false-positive reac-
tion. However, it is diffi cult 
to distinguish if a positive 
skin test is due to receipt of 
the BCG vaccine or tuber-
culosis exposure. Tuber-
culosis blood tests do not 
give false-positive results 
in individuals who have re-
ceived the BCG vaccine.

 While she says a patient 
with a positive test should 
not panic, it is also not 

something they should take 
lightly.

 “Because many people 
we see may have been ex-
posed to or infected by TB 
in their country of origin, 
or who have received the 
BCG vaccine, a positive test 
is relatively common,” said 
Cocca-Bates, who estimates 
that about 8% of the patients 
she sees have had a positive 
test result (either through a 
skin test- tuberculin puri-
fi ed protein derivative, or 
PPD- or through a blood test 
-QuantiFERON testing).  
“What is important is that 
further testing be done.  We 
are vigilant in seeing that 
those with a positive test 
are tested further.  Latent 
TB can become active if the 

individual’s immune sys-
tem weakens.”

Certain conditions 
are associated with an in-
creased risk of developing 
tuberculosis disease, in-
cluding HIV infection, a low-
ered immune system due to 
taking certain medications, 
and diabetes. Individuals 
with these conditions are 
candidates to take medica-
tions to prevent them from 
becoming sick with tuber-
culosis. Additionally, indi-
viduals who have recently 
moved to the United States, 
injection drug users and 
healthcare workers should 
be evaluated for potential 
preventative treatment. Tu-
berculosis can spread rap-
idly between people and can 
be fatal.

While tuberculosis con-
tinues to decline in the U.S., 
it still remains one of the 
world’s deadliest diseases, 
infecting an estimated one-
third of the world’s popula-
tion.  Nearly half of all TB 
cases in the U.S. occur in 

just four states: New York, 
California, Texas, and Flor-
ida.

Although it is not recom-
mended for every person, 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) 
recommends testing those 
at high risk for becoming 
sick with tuberculosis, in-
cluding:
• Have spent time with some-
one who has TB disease;
• Have an HIV infection or 
another medical condition 
that weakens the immune 
system
• Have symptoms of TB dis-
ease (fever, night sweats, 
cough, and weight loss);
• Come from a country 
where TB disease is com-
mon (most countries in 
Latin America, the Carib-
bean, Africa, Asia, Eastern 
Europe, and Russia);
• Live or work somewhere 
in the United States where 
TB disease is more common 
(homeless shelters, prison 
or jails, or some nursing 
homes); or,

• Use illegal drugs
“When people hear the 

word ‘tuberculosis’ they 
view it like they might 
have ‘polio,’ a disease that 
has been eradicated in the 
United States,” she said.  
“While the numbers do keep 
falling, there are still out-
breaks of the disease, with 
vulnerable populations be-
ing hit hardest.  That is 
why it is so important that 
a positive test, while not 
necessarily indicative of ac-
tive TB disease, needs to be 
checked out.”

Union Community 
Health Center is a non-profi t 
Federally Qualifi ed Health 
Center Look-Alike that pro-
vides approximately 150,000 
medical, dental and physi-
cal rehabilitation visits 
each year to approximately 
27,000 individual patients 
at its four locations in the 
Bronx. To learn more about 
Union Community Health 
Center, visit www.uchc-
bronx.org.

Positive TB tests seen in the borough
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Bernadette Ferrara, 
vice president of the Van 
Nest Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, doesn’t believe that 
the students targeted for 
the school would come from 
Morris Park and surround-
ing areas. 

“And if they are coming 
from our community,” Fer-
rara added, “I’d like to see 
the data.”

But Newsome said that 
through her involvement 
in local schools as a PTA 
president she has person-
ally encountered 10-15 stu-
dents from the community 
who would have benefi ted 
from the Canvas Academy’s 
mission.

 She said she is sure the 
school could fi nd a hundred 
students in need through 

Proposed charter school opposed
From page 1 recruitment.

The school would have 
100 attendees the fi rst year, 
and a maximum of 200 go-
ing forward.

“These students are here, 
why are we going to make 
them go to the other side of 
the Bronx?” she asked.

Newsome plans to reach 
out to principals of local 
high schools and middle 
schools to help show this 
type of school is needed in 
the area.

In addition to class work, 
the school will also require 
community service and 
work experience, so that 
graduating students are 
ready for a job if they aren’t 
ready for college.

Board 11’s Norris ex-
pressed frustration that 
Newsome didn’t go with 

her proposal straight to her 
committee, the community 
board, and the community 
education council, instead 
holding a small public fo-
rum that was not well pub-
licized. Norris said she sug-
gested to Newsome that she 
present her case directly to 
the board.

Newsome said that at-
tendees at the meeting 
seemed open to listening 
and learning, whether or 
not the students would be 
from their neighborhoods.

She said she was glad to 
be invited to the commu-
nity board meeting, and un-
derstands that local leaders 
want assurances that the 
school will be supporting 
the community.

“At least they’re open to 
hearing more.”

Westchester Square facility 
needing emergency over-
night care have been trans-
ported to one of Montefi ore’s 
other Bronx facilities.

But that change has 
worsened an already long 
wait for service at Monte’s 
Weiler Division on the 
Einstein campus in Mor-
ris Park, charges Com-
munity Board 11, which 
covers Van Nest, Morris 
Park, Pelham Parkway 
and Allerton. 

Massive wait times

“It’s gotten even worse 
there,” said Marcy Gross, 
co-chair of the board’s 
health committee. “It’s ri-
diculous to wait even fi ve 
hours for a bed, and my el-
derly mother had to wait 
nearly 20 hours!”

According to the hos-
pital’s own statistics, 128 
patients were transferred 
from March-December 
2013 to the Einstein/Weiler 
hospital just under a mile 
away.

Those patients landed at 
a hospital where the amount 
of demand for beds has sky-
rocketed over the last few 
years, outpacing the supply, 
said Wendy Braithwaite, 
who has been a nurse at the 
facility for over 10 years. 

Many patients are 
forced to sleep overnight on 
stretchers packed into the 
hallway.

“To have a family come 
and visit you in the hallway 
is a bit demeaning,” said 
Braithwaite. “But we can 
only do what we can.”

Takeover the issue?

Beverly Michael, Mon-
te’s vice president in charge 
of Weiler, acknowledged in 
a conference call with Mon-
tefi ore brass that Weiler has 
experienced an increase in 
patients over the last three 
to four years. 

But Montefi ore’s chief of 
staff, Lynn Richmond, said 
that boost had nothing to 
do with the recent takeover 
of the Westchester Square 
site. 

“Clearly the peaks in de-
mand for service at Einstein 
signifi cantly predate the 
change,” Richmond said.

Michael said the hospi-
tal was taking steps to com-
bat the increased demand, 
including adding 21 beds on 
Weiler’s seventh fl oor in De-
cember 2013.

But Braithwaite said she 
and the other nurses are 
still overwhelmed.

The Weiler overcrowd-
ing problem is “not un-
heard of,” but not common 
at other hospitals, said Carl 
Ginsburg, spokesman for 
the New York State Nurses 
Association.

“Our position is that no 
one should be in the hall-
way. Period,” Ginsburg 
said. “Montefi ore needs to 

have a plan in place to move 
patients to facilities with 
space.”

Worried about the 

ride

Leadership at the Mon-
tefi ore-run Weiler Division 
plan to address community 
gripes at Community Board 
11’s regularly scheduled 
health committee meeting 
Tuesday, Feb. 11. at 7 p.m.

Also on the board’s 
agenda are concerns about 
patient safety during the 
ride from Westchester Su-
are to the other hospitals.

Most of the 879 patients 
coming into Montefi ore 
Westchester Square need-
ing emergency care from 
March-December 2013 were 
driven nearly fi ve miles 
away to be treated at Mon-
tefi ore’s Wakefi eld facility 
on E. 233rd Street, which 
has recently added more 
space.

But the hospital said the 
drive has not been an issue.

“In nine or so months 
we did not experience a sin-
gle problem with transport-
ing an unstable patient, nor 
would we ever think about 
transporting someone 
who is not capable of being 
transported.” said Mon-
tefi ore vice-president Dr. 
Peter Semczuk in a phone 
interview, adding: “With 
lights and sirens you can 
actually get there pretty 
quickly.”

Overcrowding at Monte Medical
From page 1

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

Canvas Academy founder Erika Newsome responds to Bernadette Ferrara of the Van Nest Neighbor-
hood Association.         Photo by Patricio Robayo

Montifi ore Medical Center is transfering emergency room patients that require hospital stays from 
Westchester Square to other hospitals.                 Graphic by Jaime Williams.
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BY PATRICK MCCORMACK 
In order to be looked 

at as the favorite to reach 
the NCAA tournament 
you have to prove you 
can beat the reigning 
conference champion.

Manhattan College 
had the opportunity 
when it faced off against 
defending MAAC cham-
pion Iona, but the pre-
season conference favor-
ites’ struggles continued 
as the Jaspers fell 85-73 
in a rematch of last 
year’s title game at the 
Hynes Center last Friday 
night. 

Following the game 
Manhattan coach Steve 
Masiello said his goals 
haven’t changed even 
though the team has 
lost three of its last four 
games and two straight.

“We want to win the 
MAAC championship,” 
Masiello said. “That is 
our motivation from last 
year. It has nothing to 
do with Iona, the thing 
it has to do with them is 
that is they are the team 
that advanced. We want 
to be where they went. 
We want what they’ve 
had. I say that in a re-
spectful way. Iona is the 
defending champions. 
Someone has to dethrone 
them and we didn’t show 
that we can do that to-
night.”

The Gaels used a 17-3 
run to take control of the 
game in the second half. 
The spurt included two 
monster dunks by David 
Laury, who led all scor-
ers with 21 points. The 
fi rst tied the score at 
50-50. Later in the rally 
A.J. English, who had 14 
points, hit consecutive 
threes to put the Gaels 
up 56-50. Laury’s second 
slam put Iona up 61-53 
with 8:23 remaining in 
the fi nal half.

“David (Laury) is a 
talented player,” Masiello 
said. “He is very good. 

It is what makes them 
good they have a lot of 
weapons they shoot it 
they go inside, outside. 
I just think Sean Ar-
mand, who had 18 points, 
is something special, he 
sets the table. I think his 
mind set is awesome. I 
am a big big fan of that 
young man.”

During this span the 
Gaels (12-8, 9-2) showed 
they could score from 
any part of the fl oor. 
They also held the Jas-
pers’ Rhamel Brown, 
who had 15 points, to fi ve 
in the second stanza. 

Before the game-
changing run, the Jas-
pers looked like they had 
control of the game. They 
came out of the locker 
room on an 11-0 spurt, 
which erased a 39-34 half 
time defi cit. 

After Iona regained 
the edge in the game, 
Manhattan settled back 
down and was able to cut 
the Gaels lead to 64-62 
on a pair of free throws 
from Ashton Pankey. 

“We had them 11-0 to 
start the second half. 
Thought we come out 
and put our stamp on 
it,” Masiello said. “Good 
teams respond and they 
responded. And we re-
sponded we cut it two.”

But the Gaels attack 
of Laury, Armand, and 
Mike Poole, who had 19 
points, was too much for 
the Jaspers (14-6, 7-4). 
Michael Alvarado and 
Emmy Andujar added 11 
points for Manhattan in 
the loss. Masiello and the 
Jaspers will head back 
to the Bronx and try to 
get back on the winning 
track. 

“Being picked second, 
they (Iona) are good,” 
Masiello said. “The good 
thing is we get them 
again at our place. We 
are going to adjust, go 
watch the fi lm, and get 
better. “

Manhattan falls to Iona

“I’m not scared to play against anybody because I 
played with the best before” 

BIANCA CUEVAS.................................................................PAGE 71

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

Low Pre-Game
Ticket Sales

Manhattan’s George Beamon dunks the ball in the match up against Iona College last Friday night 
in New Rochelle. Despite Beamon’s efforts, Iona defeated Manhattan.  Photo by Steve Schnibbe

I was thinking that because 
18,000 game tickets were still 
available and Colorado and 
Washington are the fi rst two 
states to have legalized the 
recreational use of Marijuana 
there might have been a con-
nection. I thought that there 
might have been a lot of fans, 
from there, that started off 
heading toward the game but 
forgot where they were going. 
Greg Cote (Miami Herald) said 
that Pot was legal in Colorado 
since January 1st and Wash-
ington was getting ready to 
open retail stores, that’s why 
some are calling            Broncos-
Seahawks the “Stoner Bowl.”  

SB PARTY
Greg Cote (Miami Herald) 

wrote that journalists who cov-
ered the “Big Game” judged 
their importance by what par-
ties they got into. He was in-
vited to the party hosted by 
“the estranged half-brother of 
Carrot Top.”   

SOCHI
Sally Jenkins (DC Post) 

wrote, “Putin has made these 
Olympics so important to him-
self, and how they fi t into his 
sporty image, Galeotti (Mark 
Galeotti, a professor at New 
York University’s Center for 
Global Affairs) said. ‘He has 
given them his weight. And if 
the insurgents don’t keep up 
the pressure, with threats to 

Continued on Page 71
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The victory didn’t have 

a dramatic fashion or in-
cluded a knockout as so 
many of Eddies Gomez’s 
fi ghts do. Instead the Bronx 
native remained unde-
feated with one of the bet-
ter technical performances 
of his career.

Gomez consistently 
worked and scored to the 
body in the fi rst 10-round 
fi ght of this 21-year-old’s 
young professional career. 
His work to the body allow-
ing him to come forward 
and land numerous power 
shots to secure a 98-91, 
97-92, 97-92 unanimous de-
cision over the previously 
unbeaten Daquan Arnett 
in the super welterweight 
fi ght at the Barclay’s Cen-
ter on Jan 31. 

“I felt good,” Gomez said. 
“It was fi rst 10-rounder.”

His best moment of the 
fi ght came when a combina-
tion to the head shots up vi-
cious body blows that sent 
Arnett to his knees late in 
the seven round. Gomez 
(16-0, 10 KOs) proceeded to 
land a barrage of big right 
hands that kept Arnett (11-1, 
7 KOs) on the defensive, but 
he was unable to fi nish the 
fi ght as Arnett survived 
the fi nal minutes. Gomez 
appeared a bit gassed out 
in the fi nal rounds and re-
gretted not getting the stop-
page.     

“When I dropped him 
with the body shot I feel if I 
followed up with a combina-
tion I could have gotten him 
out of there,” the Kennedy 
high school alum said. 

The fi ght was a “re-
match” of when the two 
squared off as 12-year-old 
amateurs. Gomez won 
that fi ght by scoring three 
knocks. He knew he’d 
have his hands full again 
in Brooklyn. The best ex-
change of the fi ght came 
late in the fi fth round as 
the fi ghters exchanged fl ur-
ries of power punches after 
Gomez pounded Arnett to 
the body. 

“Arnett was tough,” 
Gomez said. “But I knew 
that coming in.” 

Fellow Bronx native Em-
manuel Gonzalez remained 
undefeated by scored a 
unanimous decision (78-72, 
78-72, 78-72) over Victor 
Sanchez in an eight-round 
featherweight bought on 
the under card.

Bronx brawler Gomez 
remains undefeated

Eddie Gomez (white gloves) from the Bronx, takes on Daquan Arnett at the Barclays center on Thurs-
day, january 30, 2014.  Photo by Jason Speakman.

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Riverdale coach Andy 

Martino expected his team 
to be rusty after an approx-
imately 10-day layoff for 
exams and a junior class 
trip to Washington D.C., 
but his club didn’t make it 
any better with their offen-
sive approach. 

“Offensively I though we 
shot too quickly,” Marinos 
said. “We didn’t execute 
enough to see if we could 
get some easier looks.” 

Good defense wasn’t 
enough to make up for 
scoring droughts and turn-
overs on the press. The Li-
ons fell 56-46 to host Poly 
Prep in Ivy League boy’s 
basketball on Jan. 29 in 
Bay Ridge. It was a rematch 
of last year’s NYSAISAA 
Class B title game won by 
Riverdale. 

One sequence late in 
the third quarter can sum 
up the type of day River-
dale had. Senior Tom Ryan 
couldn’t connect an on 
open jumper, one of many 
open look they got on the 
afternoon. On the other 
end they defended Poly star 
Najee Taylor well in the 
paint, but point guard J.D. 
Levine tipped the rebound 

to David Dixon for an easy 
layup to make it 36-19 head-
ing into the fourth. 

“It’s truly frustrating.” 
Ryan said. “A lot of that 
is on me. I’m supposed to 
score and I didn’t do it.” 

Michael Garner led Riv-
erdale with 15 points and 
Ryan tallied 11, including 
a strong fourth quarter to 
help him team fi ght back 
into the game. Aaron McIn-
tyre added nine points. 
Ferran Brown paced Poly 
with nine points and fi ve 
other players each tallied 
eight.

Marinos understands 
this is still a team has is 

fi nding itself. Riverdale 
returns just one starter, 
Ryan, played on a team 
that lost to eventual Feder-
ation champion Monsignor 
Scanlan in Albany last 
March. Garner and McIn-
tyre have been big pluses 
so far and Ryan has been a 
great leader after earning 
second team All-Ivy honor 
last season. 

The pieces are there 
to make a run at another 
crown once practices be-
come more regular and 
things start to really mess.     

“I think we have a good 
team,” Ryan said. “We just 
have to pull it together.”

Rusty Riverdale falls to Poly Prep

Riverdale and Poly Prep match-up.

BY WINSTON DINKINS
AOn Saturday, February 

1, Velocity Track Club New 
York competed in the 2014 
USATF New York Youth As-
sociation Indoor Track & 
Field Championships at the 
United States Military Acad-
emy, West Point NY.  There 
were 25 teams and close to 600 
athletes registered.  At any 
championship meet, coaches 
want their student athletes 
to bring their “A” game.  We 
work hard all season to prove 
that we are one of the best. 

Medals were given to the 
top 5 in each individual event 
and top 3 in each relay. Veloc-
ity won 26 medals (7 Gold, 7 
Silver and 12 Bronzes). The 
following student athletes are 
able to balance their school 
work and be some of the top 
track & fi eld athletes:  

Tiarra Jackson won a 
bronze medal in the girls 8 
& under 800 meter race.  In 
the boys 9 & 10 division, Don-
tae Lindo, Jordan Ingram, 
Jaysiah Moore and Julian 
Caldwell won the 4 x 200 me-
ter relay.  Jordan also won 
a bronze medal in the 1500 
meter race and Dontae won a 
silver medal in the 1500 and 
bronze in the 800 meter race.   
In the girls’ 11 – 12 age divi-

sion, Jacqueline Kendall won 
a bronze in the 800 and 1500 
meter race. In the 11 – 12 boys’ 
age division, Jordan Samu-
els, Adrian Swift-Henry, 
Kristain Cadiz-Domville and 
Joseph Webster-Rutledge 
won silver medals in the 4 
x 200 meter race.  Also, we 
had 4 boys (Joseph, Jordan, 
Kristain and Trevon James) 
in 11 – 12 boys’ 55 meter fi -
nals.  Joseph won the silver, 
Jordan with 3rd place bronze 
and Kristian with 4th place 
bronze.  Joseph also won 3rd 
place medal in the 200 meters 
race and Adrian won a bronze 
medal in the 400 meters race. 
Dominique Jackson contin-
ues her amazing season by 
winning the girls 13 – 14 age 
division 55 meter race and 
taking 3rd in the 200 meters.  
Team captain Pearl Webster-
Rutledge fi nally had a chance 

to throw the shot put.  Most of 
the meets we attended lately 
didn’t have a shot put pit.  

Pearl made the best of the 
opportunity and threw her 
personal best to win a gold 
medal in girls’ 13 – 14 divi-
sion.  Co-captain Giovanna 
Tolbert won a bronze medal 
in 800 meter race and ran 
her personal best of 5:24.15 
in the 1500 meter.  Team cap-
tain Tyron Ingram won the 
17 – 18 age division 55 meter 
race. He also took 2nd in the 
long jump and 3rd in the 200 
meters.  All of our student 
athletes perform well and we 
are proud of what they have 
achieved. 

Anyone interested in 
joining Velocity Track Club 
New York, Contact Coach 
Dinkins at 914-441-6196 or 
you email me at WATCLT@
AOL.COM.  

Velocity Track Club New York highlights

Velocity Track Club New York
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Warm-ups were out of 

the question.
Bianca Cuevas, a Bronx 

native, sat nervously on the 
bench with Nazareth as-
sistant coach Dwight Shaw 
watching the McDonald’s 
All-American selection 
show on his phone before ti-
poff against Mary Louis. 

“I thought they weren’t 
going to pick me,” Cuevas 
said. 

Nerves quickly turned 
to pure joy for her and the 
rest of the Lady Kingsmen. 
Cuevas screamed and was 
mobbed by her teammates 
when her name was called 
among 24 of the nation’s top 
players who will compete in 
a nationally televised all-
star girls’ basketball game 
at the United Center in Chi-
cago on April 2. 

Tears rolled down Cue-
vas’ face as her accomplish-
ment sunk in.

“My whole team ran and 
jumped on me and they all 
were screaming,” she said. 
“You probably would have 
thought we won the cham-
pionship game.”  

Brooklyn native Sierra 
Calhoun of Christ the King 
was also selected. It marks 
the fi rst time two players 

from the CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens league were se-
lected in the same year.

It was an honor the South 
Carolina-bound Cuevas, a 
four-year varsity player, 
was destined to achieve. 
Former mentor Apache 
Paschall, who died at the 
age of 38 in 2012, used to tell 
her that. The 5-foot-6 point 
guard played for his Exodus 
travel program since she 
was 11 years old, was moved 
to his top team as a seventh 
grader and played two sea-
sons with him at Nazareth. 
She helped lead the team 
to a state Federation title 
in 2011 and recently scored 
her 2,000th career point.  

“I believed it because he 
believed in me a lot,” Cue-
vas said. “He saw a lot of 
potential in me. He was the 
only one who saw potential 
in me”  

Lady Kingsmen coach 
Ron Kelley, who also 
coaches with Exodus, said 
Paschall knew right away 
what he had in Cuevas. Pas-
chall always pushed her to 
strive to be the best when 
others doubted her.

“When Bianca came to 
us he was saying that this 
girl has the potential of be-
ing a pro basketball player,” 

Kelley said. 
She feels she wouldn’t 

be here without Paschall’s 
guidance and the talent he 
surrounded her with. Cue-
vas has played with fi ve 
different McDonald’s All-
Americans during her travel 
and high school career. She 
is the third All-American 
to play at Nazareth in the 
last three seasons after the 
school nearly shut its doors 
in 2012.

Competing with and 
against the likes of Saman-
tha Prahalis (New York Lib-
erty), Bria Hartley (UConn), 
Jennifer O’Neil (Kentucky), 
Brianna Butler (Syracuse) 
and Sadie Edwards (Blair 
Academy) left her battle-
hardened and confi dent. 

“I’m not scared to play 
against anybody because 
I played with the best be-
fore,” Cuevas said. 

Now she is offi cially one 
of them. 

Cuevas said she was 
able to focus enough to take 
on Mary Louis, but she 
couldn’t get being a McDon-
ald’s All-American out of 
her head. 

“It was like a dream that 
just came true,” Cuevas 
said. “I always wanted to 
be it.” 

Nazareth’s Cuevas fulfi lls 
promise with McDonald’s nod

Nazareth’s Bianca Cuevas (l.) dribbles past Molloy’s Sarah Duryea.

overshadow his 
achievements, then they 
will seem to have failed. 
Either side has the poten-
tial to be severely dam-
aged by the outcome. So 
the staging of the Sochi 
Games has become a con-
test of wills between Pu-
tin and the insurgents, 
with innocents squarely 
in the crossfi re.’ The IOC 
is wholly responsible for 
this: It should have de-
nied Putin the internal 
prestige he craves, while 
depriving the insurgents 
of a major target, by re-
moving the Games when 
it was still politically and 
logistically possible. Now 
they will have to hope 
Putin can avert a disas-
ter and make the Games 
safe, ‘insofar as you 
can be safe holding an 
Olympics inside a coun-
try fi ghting a serious in-
surgency,’ Galeotti said.                                                                                                       
The Olympics are sup-
posed to be about “human 
dignity,” in the words of 
the Olympic charter. But 
in these Games, the hu-
mans are shields.”

IT MIGHT SOUND LIKE 
AT-I-CA, IT’S TANA-KA

 David Schoenfi eld 
(ESPNNY.com) gave us a 
thumbnail of what Masa-
hiro Tanaka throws. “He 
got strikeouts with a fast-
ball, slider and splitter. At 
6-foot-2, 205 pounds, he is 
not as physically impos-
ing as the 6-5 Darvish and 
is built more along the 
lines of Iwakuma. He has 
an unusual hook or wrap 
with the ball at the back 
of his delivery, although 
not as severe as, say, 
Tommy Hanson’s. Like a 
lot of the Japanese pitch-
ers, he has a hesitation in 
his delivery from the full 
windup. Fastball: 91 to 94 
mph, although it can look 
straight at times. 

Splitter: 85 to 89 mph, 
with excellent downward 
bite and the ability to 
command it to both sides 
of the plate. What makes 
the splitter such a great 
pitch is that it serves as 
an equalizer against left-
handed batters. Slider: 83 
to 86 mph. This looks like 
another plus offering, a 

potential put-away pitch 
against right-handed bat-
ters. Curveball: 72 mph 
range. Not sure how of-
ten he throws this pitch, 
but it’s really more of a 
change of pace Cutter: 
Upper 80s.. . He did suffer 
from an undisclosed in-
jury in the spring of 2012 
and missed a few starts 
and threw 186 innings at 
age 18 and 172 at age 19, so 
even with the shorter Jap-
anese seasons he’s logged 
more than 1,300 career 
innings through age 24. 

BASEBALL 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The Sports Curmud-

geon gave us some MLB 
accomplishments that 
are far more than trivial. 
Only 12 players in MLB 
history have had 100 or 
more extra base hits in 
one season:  
             Babe Ruth 

Yankees – 1921: 119

Lou Gehrig

Yankees – 1927: 117

Barry Bonds

Giants – 2001: 107

Chuck Klein

Phillies – 1930: 107

Todd Helton

Rockies – 2001: 105

Sammy Sosa

Cubs – 2001: 103

Todd Helton

Rockies – 2000: 103

Albert Belle

Indians – 1995: 103

Stan Musial 

Cardinals – 1948: 103

Hank Greenberg

Tigers – 1937: 103

Chuck Klein

Phillies – 1932: 103

Rogers Horsnby

Cardinals – 1922: 102

Luis Gonzalez

D-Backs – 2001: 100

Jimmie Foxx

A’s: 1932

Lou Gehrig

Yankees 1930: 100                                                              

Babe Ruth had more 
extra base hits in a sea-
son than anyone else 
but he only reached the 
milestone of 100 extra 
base hits one time in his 
career. Interestingly, he 
did not do that in the sea-
son where he hit 60 home 
runs (1927). That season 
was the fi rst time that his 
teammate, Lou Gehrig, 
had more than 100 extra 
base hits (117).In 1930, two 

players (Chuck Klein and 
Lou Gehrig) reached this 
level. In 1932, two players 
(Chuck Klein and Jimmie 
Foxx) reached this level.                                                                                     
In 2001, four players 
reached the 100 extra base 
hit mark (Barry Bonds, 
Todd Helton, Sammy 
Sosa and Luis Gonza-
lez). Bonds and Sosa have 
links to the “steroid/PED 
usage problem”; Gonza-
lez had his highest bat-
ting average and his 
highest OPS (by a wide 
margin) of his career in 
that year. Helton was at 
the height of his career 
and was playing in what 
most folks then consid-
ered baseball’s most “hit-
ter friendly park”. 

Finally, here is a 
quote attributed to Bill 
Veeck, the former owner 
of the Indians and the 
White Sox, regarding fan 
knowledge of baseball:                                                                                                                                        
 ‘I have discovered in 
20 years of moving 
around the ball park, 
that the knowledge of 
the game is usually in 
inverse proportion to 
the price of the seats.’                                                                                                                         
You know, I think he was 
onto something here…”                                                         

For Brendan and Mik
ey                                                                                                   

The Sports Curmud-
geon gave us news that, 
“A lady rassler whose 
nom de guerre was Mae 
Young died last week at 
the age of 90. In the re-
port I read regarding her 
death, it said that her last 
performance for WWE 
was in 2010. Somehow, she 
participated in a WWE 
event at the age of 86 or 
87 years. That is pretty 
amazing. I am not a WWE 
afi cionado by any stretch 
of the imagination, but 
pro rasslers do take falls 
and incur semi-violent 
bodily contact. Most 86-
year old folks – men or 
women – would be unable 
to do anything mildly re-
sembling a pro rassling 
“match”. I do not know 
Mae Young from Mighty 
Joe Young, but she must 
have been in awfully good 
physical condition in her 
golden years

 Rest in peace, Mae 
Young…”

Pipe Dreams: Baseball Accomplishments
From Page 69

www.bxtimes.com
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