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Kicking
soccer
concerns

BY BEN KOCHMAN

Hundreds of locals packed
a South Bronx basement room
Jan. 15 to sound off on the the
proposal to bring a 30,000-seat
soccer arena to just south of
Yankee Stadium.

Community members won-
dered what they would get out
of the deal, which would bring
a stadium to E. 157th Street
and River Avenue, while a key
elected official blasted the city
using public funds to finance
the project.

Reports leaked in December
that the Bloomberg administra-
tion was rushing to close a sta-
dium deal with the New York
City Football Club (NYCYC), a
franchise backed by an oil-rich
Abu Dhabi sheik and the New
York Yankees.

Under the terms of the pro-
posal, the city would dole out
millions of dollars in city funds
to entice the franchise to move
in a mere goal kick away from
the new Yankee Stadium.

SKEPTICAL ON $

Naysayers at Wednes-
day’s meeting at the Grand
Concourse and E. 161st Street
questioned why the city would
use public funds to support a
stadium owned by one of the
wealthiest men in the world.

NYCFC’s majority owner,
Shiek Mansour bin Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, is worth bil-
lions of dollars, according to the
most conservative estimates.

“If they want to build it,
fine,” said local resident Jack-
son Strong. “But they should
use their own money.”

Congressman Jose Serrano,
whose district includes the

Continued on Page 4
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Cop crackdown at death corner

BY BEN KOCHMAN

Motorists speeding through
Morris Park: you’ve been
warned.

The 49th Precinct says they
are ramping up efforts to en-
force traffic safety at a resi-
dential corner within the nabe
where two Bronxites were
killed within a month in late
2013 after being struck by traf-
fic.

Since last summer, cops pa-
trolling the site in marked and
unmarked cars have doled out

jii; BRONXWeekly

300 summonses for speeding,
moving violations and using a
cell phone while driving near
Williamsbridge Road and Neill
Avenue, according to NYPD sta-
tistics.

SPIKE IN CRASHES

Two deaths at the corner
within a month have locals
searching for answers.

On Dec. 22, 40-year-old
Bronxite Albert Marku was
struck by a car and Kkilled at
the corner while riding his mo-
torcycle. A month earlier, on

CANL

AND PATRICK ROCCHIO

Officials were moving
quickly to restore order
and routine at Monsignor
Scanlan High School, hit
by araging fire.

Students were moved
to another school to take
their mid-terms this week
after being forced out by
the three-alarm fire that
severely damaged the
school’s boiler room and
some other facilities on
Friday evening, Jan. 17.

By Tuesday, the 448
students at the Throggs
Neck school “were taking
mid-term  examinations
at nearby St. Helena Par-
ish Elementary School on
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Blaze 1njures five

e
T' BY BOB KAPPSTATTER

Benedict Avenue.

School officials and fac-
ulty were to hold a parent
information session Tues-
day evening in Scanlan’s
gym.

The blaze injured five
firefighters and was mostly
confined to a two-story
brick building housing the
boiler. The fire also man-
aged to break through into
the main building, damag-
ing two labs, an office and
a chapel altar and sacristy.

It was first reported
with a 911 call at 6:10 p.m.
Friday evening, with 33
units and 138 firefighters
responding to the school
on Lafayette and Brush

Continued on Page 4

Thanksgiving Eve, 55-year-old
Maria Lucaj was struck at the
same corner and died days later
at Jacobi Hospital.

In total, the intersection ac-
counted for a whopping 18 col-
lisions in 2013, said the Four-
Nine’s commanding officer,
Inspector Lorenzo Johnson. Be-
sides the two deaths, five people
were seriously injured there.

A collision occurred as re-
cently as Jan. 8, when three
cars crashed at around 8 a.m.,

Continued on Page 11

A memorial at the corner where
Bronxite Albert Marku was killed after
being struck by a car while on his mo-

torcycle. Photo courtesy Rosanna Delgado
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CB 10 district manager Kenneth Kearns addresses the crowd on Wednesday, Jan. 15.

Photo by Alexander Belisle

Whoops! CI bridge setback

Back to square one after city goof

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

It’s back to square one
for the proposed City Is-
land Bridge project.

While islanders and
local electeds have been
fighting the proposal for a
modernistic bridge for the
laid-back island, a city bu-
reaucrat suddenly discov-
ered the whole process left
out the adjoining commu-
nity board.

While the project is in
Community Board 10, the
footprint of the proposed
164-foot-tall modern-look-
ing span, will be in Pel-
ham Bay Park, touching
Community Board 12.

The issue came out at
a Board 10 meeting on
Thursday, Jan. 16, with
District Manager Ken
Kearns announcing the
city Department of City
Planning and the Depart-
ment of Design and Con-
struction had just dis-
covered the blooper after
years of proceeding with
the bridge project.

His announcement
came one night after a
board hearing where the
City Island Civic Associa-
tion and island’s Chamber
of Commerce vented their
anger over the bridge and
lack of consultation by the
city.

Under the city’s Uni-

form Land Use Review
Procedure, such projects
require advisory votes
by the local community
boards, the borough
president and their bor-
ough board of community
board chairmen and coun-
cilmembers, and the City
Planning Commission be-
fore an ultimate full decid-
ing vote by the City Coun-
cil.

“The bridge and park
are considered a joint in-
terest area between Com-
munity Boards 10 and 12,”
said Kearns. “So there will
be anew ULURP issued in
a month or less, and that
usually necessitates an-
other hearing.”

Community Uproar

“The more local input
the better,” said Coun-
cilmam Jimmy Vacca,
adding he will meet with
the new city Department
of Transportation com-
missioner to discuss the
bridge issue. “Anyone
who sees the plans for this
bridge knows that it is not
in keeping with the nau-
tical character of City Is-
land.”

At the Jan. 15 ULURP
hearing on the island at
P.S. 175 that doubled as
Board 10’s Housing and
Zoning committee meet-
ing, CICA members ar-

gued that the size of the
proposed bridge is both
too large and modernist
for the island. The hear-
ing was viewed by many
as the last chance for is-
landers to comment on the
record about the bridge
design.

“This is the first time
the community had the op-
portunity to comment be-
fore the community board
on the project,” said CICA
President Bill Stanton.

He and fellow commu-
nity association board
members called DOT
claims of community input
into the design of the bridge
exaggerated. It also brought
into question the validity of
approvals from the various
levels of government for
the new $102 million bridge
project, which has been
contracted to Tutor Perini.

The Jan. 15 hearing,
however, was not so much
on the bridge design as on
easements and use of park-
land related to the recon-
struction project.

Senator Jeff Klein,
who attended the hearing,
called the battle one that
keeps “going and going and
going.”

“The monstrosity that is
being proposed really has
no place in the City Island
community,” he said.



Surgery on City Island
assisted living plan

New plans call for 54-units, down from over 200

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

The Italian Hospital So-
ciety has performed some
drastic surgery on its
plans to build an assisted
living/senior housing fa-
cility on City Island.

After major protests
from islanders over the fa-
cility’s size and a re-do re-
quest from the city’s Board
of Standards and Appeals,
the group has come back
with new plans that chop
the facility by 75 percent.

It had sought a zoning
variance with its original
proposal, viewed by island
opponents as about three
to four times more dense
than the typical residen-
tial building on City Is-
land.

The original plan by
the group, also known as
Heritage Housing LLC,
called for a 214-room facil-
ity at the now vacant cor-
ner of City Island Avenue
and Schofield Street, all to
be in one building with a
floor arearatio of 2.38 com-
pared to a typical island
residential building with
a FAR of about 0.5, accord-

ing to documents from an
earlier BSA filing.
NEW PLAN

New documents show
a plan for 54-units spread
out over 3 residential
wings, 116 parking spaces
(including 54 surface
spaces for the seniors), a
“community wing,” and
44,410 total square feet,
all bound together by a
ribbon of connecting en-
closed hallways on land-
scaped grounds.

The floor area ratio has
dropped to about 0.8 ac-
cording to most recent es-
timates.

Whether the shrinkage
can be cost effective for
the developers after their
original proposed size re-
mains to be seen.

CICA FIGHT

Community Board 10
district manager Kenneth
Kearns said that he plans
to meet with the City Is-
land Civic Association,
which has hired a lawyer
to fight the issuance of
variances for the project.

“We would like to con-
sult with City Island resi-

dents to see how they
feel about it, and then we
will form a course of ac-
tion,” he said. “Our posi-
tion on this issue is that
we have always consulted
the CICA, and we have not
gotten a chance to do that
yet.”

At a Wednesday, Janu-
ary 15 meeting on City Is-
land that served as a joint
public hearing on the new
City Island Bridge and
of the board’s housing
and zoning committee,
Kearns said that the docu-
ments from the filing had
arrived at the board at
about 5pm that day, and of
course, they had not had a
chance to “digest” its find-
ings.

City Island Civic As-
sociation vice-president
Barbara Dolensek said
that the group was to meet
on Monday, January 20 to
discuss the most recent
filing.

In the coming days and
weeks, she said, it would
develop a course of action
or a position on the new
filing.
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New plans for a dramatically scaled-down aassisted living facility for City Island.
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3-alarm fire hits Scanlan H.S.

From page 1

avenues just next to the
Hutchinson River Park-
way.

FDNY spokesman Kha-
lid Baylor said that there
“with no injuries to any
civilians that were in the
building.”

Baylor said the fire ex-
tended into “a small part
of the working school,” but
there was “no fire dam-
age to the classrooms.” It
quickly spread to the cock-
loft of the brick extension
attached to the 65-year-old
school’s main classroom
and administrative build-
ing, he said.

The fire was declared
under control by 8:10 p.m.
and was not declared sus-
picious, though the cause
is still under investiga-
tion.

Ashley Torres, a 16-
year-old 11th grader at the
school who showed up at
the fire with her father Da-
vid, said she was worried
about the coming week.

“We’re in the middle of
mid-terms now,” said Tor-
res, one of 448 students

Residents voice

From page 1

proposed site, charged
through a representative
that doling out public
funds to such a wealthy
tycoon is a bad deal.

“The Congressman
will not supportastadium
deal that includes any
public subsidies whatso-
ever,” said his local dis-
trict director, Javier Lo-
pez.

Serrano’s support is
crucial because he would
need to approve a change
to a ramp on the Major
Deegan Expressway in or-
der for the plan to work.

SPLIT ON YANKS

at the ninth-12th grade
school, who lives a few
blocks away.

“I'm in shock,” she said
as she stood at the corner
as fire units and ambu-
lances gathered up equip-
ment under the glare of
floodlights. “My friends
are in shock.”

“At least there was no
one hurt inside the build-
ing,” added her father.

School life goes on

Scanlan principal Dr.
Patrick McGuire and
Timothy McNiff , super-
intendent of schools for
the archdiocese, toured
the school the next day to
examine the damage and
make plans for a safe re-
turn to scholastic and ex-
tracurricular life.

According a WABC-TV
news report, Dr. McGuire
was the one who made the
911 call.

“We thank the NYFD
and other agencies that
were  present  Friday
night,” McGuire said in a
statement, “and, we thank
God for His protection of
our beloved school.”

Community groups at
the meeting who receive
funding from the Yankees
urged locals to support
the project, arguing that
the franchise has been a
good neighbor.

“A lot of what we've
been able to do for our
kids would not be possi-
ble without the Yankees,”
said Johnny Rivera of
Harlem RBI, which runs
an afterschool program at
P.S 18 on Morris Avenue.

Others are still sour
from the deal on the new
Yankee Stadium, which
opened in 2009. Naysay-
ers have long criticized

Thedamagedareas were
sealed off, and a school
maintenance worker said
on Tuesday that the school
was in the “process” of
making repairs.

The archdiocese said
a temporary boiler was
brought in Sunday, Jan. 19.

The school said that
parents will receive peri-
odic updates via the IRIS
Emergency Alert System,
with updates also posted at
www.scanlanhs.edu.

Among the events al-
ready planned to go on as
scheduled are a school-
wide Right to Life March
in Washington, D.C. on
Wednesday, Jan. 22 and an
open house for prospective
students slated for Thurs-
day, Jan. 23.

Scanlan’s sports teams
practiced as planned in the
gym, according to the arch-
diocese.

“It’s important that
Thursday night’s Open
House happens,” said dioc-
esan schools spokeswoman
Fran Davies. “They want to
demonstrate they are alive
and well and open.”

Fire rages through Monsignor Scanlan High School on January 17.

concerns over proposed soccer arena

the stadium for catering
to outsiders while keep-
ing the community out.
“If this stadium gets
built the way projects are
passed in this city, most
of the residents surround-
ing the project would be
spending most of their
lives enriching someone
else,” said Yorman Nunez,
a community organizer.
COMMUNITY PERKS
Locals seemed in
agreement  Wednesday
night that they would
only support a plan that
provided the community
—the poorest urban area
in the nation —with real

benefits.

“We need viable jobs,
and we need to be in on
the decisions,” said Carol
Boykins, who lives on
nearby Jerome Avenue
and who supports the new
stadium.

Many in the neighbor-
hood are soccer fans, but
would like access inside
any new arena.

“Our kids don’t need a
soccer stadium,” charged
Leo Glickman, who serves
on the board of the youth
soccer organization Up-
town Soccer Academy.
“They need soccer fields
to play on.”

Hundreds of residents attended a community meeting regarding
the proposed soccer arena.
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Throggs Neck drug bust a gas

Revere Ave. raiders break walls - and gas line

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER

Cops not only busted
two east Bronx residents in-
volved in a major drugring,
they also busted the gas line
connected to the next door
neighbor’s while looking
for hidden drugs and loot in
the walls.

Eleven persons, five of
them from the Bronx, were
arrested in a heroin and
cocaine trafficking orga-
nization after a year-long
investigation, said Bridget
Brennan, the city’s Special
Narcotics Prosecutor.

A search of what Bren-
nan called a stash house at
228 Revere Ave. in Throggs
Neck on Thursday, Jan. 16
turned up two loaded .38
caliber revolvers, 3 Kkilo-
grams of cocaine (nearly 7
1bs.) and a half-kilogram of
heroin (more than 11b.).

One of the revolvers, the
heroin and 2 1/2 kilograms
of cocaine were found inside
a hidden trap in a Jacuzzi.
The remaining halfkilo-
gram of cocaine was near a

House at 228 Revere Avenue,
with white iron fence, where
raiders recovered drugs and
weapons - and busted gas line
sledge hammering walls to find
them. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

pigeon coop on the roof, hid-
den amidst pigeon supplies.
The second revolver was
found in a nightstand in the
bedroom. Police also seized
a money-counter, a Kkilo-
press and other parapher-
nalia from the location.

They arrested Manuel
Ortiz and another person
living at the house, near
Harding Avenue.

‘Banging away’

In their search for the
drugs, alocal source said, the
raiders “were banging away
at the walls with sledgeham-
mers all over the place.”

Unfortunately, in
their enthusiasm, one of
the sledgehammers went
through a wall right into a
gas pipeline.

“It’s going to cost me a
couple of hundred dollars
probably,” said the neigh-
bor, who asked that her
name not be used.

Con Edison crews were
working outside the at-
tached townhouses on Mon-
day, digging up the side-
walk to fix the line, but an
interior pipe inside her wall
will also have to be replaced
by a private plumber - at her
expense, she said.

But fixing pipes were the
least of their worries for
Manuel Ortiz, 53, and Kar-

ina Vargas, 41, of the house
next door, who were both
charged with felony crimi-
nal possession of controlled
substances, weapons and
drug paraphernalia, swept
up in a yearlong wiretap
investigation dubbed “Op-
eration Rebound” involving
local, state and federal law
enforcement agencies.

Big fish

Brennan said the big fish
caught in the operation was
Carlos Medina, 60, of Yon-
kers, owner of Excellent
Watches & Jewelry at 37
West 47th St., charged with
catered to drug customers
in Manhattan, Queens, the
Bronx and Connecticut.

Medina, said Brennan,
maintained stash locations
for drugs and money at a hi-
rise in the Kips Bay section
of Manhattan and at 228 Re-
vere. She said Medina, on
federal parole stemming
from a 1986 conviction on
federal conspiracy, drug
and firearm charges, “rou-
tinely drove a circuit from

Drugs, guns, money and weighing scales seized in breakup of ma-
jor drug ring with stash house in Throggs Neck.
Credit NYC Special Narcotics Prosecutor’s Office.

his then-home in Queens to
the Bronx, Manhattan, and
back through the Bronx on
his return trip to Queens”
picking up drugs and
money, and meeting with
customers along the way.
Members of the organi-
zation used coded language
to refer to drugs, such as
“letters” for narcotics,

“girl” for cocaine, and “the
boy” for heroin.

Also arrested in the
Bronx were Socorro Vivas,
57, of 920 Prospect Ave.,
Longwood; Radames Cop-
pin, 69, of 3764 Barnes Ave.,
Wakefield, and Alex Cruz,
60, of

1820 Victor St.,
Nest.
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1. A dance performance celebrates MLK at Immaculate Conception.
Photo by Alexander Belisle

2. Students at Immaculate Conception perform in the church’s MLK celebration.
Photo by Alexander Belisle

3 Calvary Hospital remembered Martin Luther King Jr.
Photo courtesy of Calvary Hospital

4 Tiffany Blake being hugged by Paula Gillisslee, president of St. Martin de Porres
Leaque, after her heartfelt talk at the Inmaculate Conception MLK celebration.
Photo by Alexander Belisle

5. Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. speaks at the Trinity Baptist Church MLK remem-
brance. Photo courtesy of Borough President Diaz Jr.




What, Again?

Polar Vortex belts borough

Yet another wintery blast took the Bronx by storm Tuesday morning and lasted until late Tuesday night. Bronxites took cover as the storm
blanketed the borough with 8-12 inches of snow, according to the National Weather Service. But that didn't stop our team of intrepid photog-
raphers from braving the subfreezing temps to deliver you, fair reader, this winter roundup. Stay warm, Bronxites!
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1. Postal Service worker Jose Serpa braves the
cold in Waterbury/Lasalle. “Neither rain, snow or
dark of night will stop us from completing our
rounds,” he said. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

2.The snow came down so hard we could barely
see Antonio Petrado, who stocked up during the
storm at Foodtown on Crosby Avenue and Bruck-
ner Boulvevard . Photo by Walter Pofeldt

3. This canopy on Orchard Beach won't be used
anytime soon. Photo by Alex Belisle

4. A pastoral scene along the cottages of Silver

| Beach overlooking the East River and Throgs

Neck Bridge. Photo by Eugene Tighe

5. The sun does little to stop the chill on a bridge
overlooking Co-op City. Photo by Alex Belisle

L

Y102 ‘92 AYVNNYM ATMIIAM XNOdd

NWOOD'SANILXad MMM



BRONX WEEKLY JANUARY 26,2014 8

WWW.BXTIMES.COM

Historic skylight at Preston HS in nee

Fundraising underway for stained glass marvel

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Preston High School is
reaching out to help fix a
historic stained-glass sky-
light.

The all-girl’s Throggs
Neck high school is em-
barking on a crowd-fund-
ing campaign on Crow-
drise.com to help raise
$30,000 for its Mercedes
Hall Stained Glass Resto-
ration Project.

The skylight, which
may be as much as 150
years old, is in a part of
Preston called the “man-
sion”, where about 40%
of the school’s classes are
held.

“It really is a techni-
cal marvel,” said Princi-
pal Jane Grendell. “There
are some cracks in the
glass. There is some evi-
dence that it was patched
at some point, but not re-
ally well. It is starting to
sag a bit, so it is a safety
concern.”

The school believes the
skylight may be original

ATTORNEY

to the building, added Ad-
vancement Director Gi-
anna Dell’Olio, but there
will be no way to tell for
sure until it is taken down
and repaired.

Fundraising goal

The goal is to use
crowd-funding made
popular through websites
like Crowdrise.com and
also by Kickstarter.com
- where individuals and
organizations can raise
money for worthwhile
projects and goals.

“As the borough kicks
off its centennial -cele-
bration, we feel that the
timing was perfect to be-
gin this campaign,” said
Dell’Olio. “Preston High
School is an iconic Bronx
institution and a living
piece of local history. We
hope that many of our
friends, alumnae and
neighbors will feel as pas-
sionate about restoring
this skylight as we do.”

Grendell said the goal
is also to engage the local

community and hopefully
raise money from their
Bronx neighbors.

“We are turning to a
crowd-funding site be-
cause we are an all-girls
private high school, and
the needs of a school like
this are very many,” she
said. “We have wonder-
ful alumnae and donors,
but we are hoping that we
can attract the interest
of the Bronx community.
Because aside from this
being a wonderful high
school, this building has a
tremendous story to it and
historical value.”

Historic mansion

Formerly known as
The Huntington Mansion,
it is a former estate built
in the mid-19th century
that served as home to
the Huntington and Have-
meyer families.

It was bought by the
Sisters of Devine Com-
passion, the sponsors of
Preston High School, in
the 1920s, according to the

Looking up at the window are Preston students (I-r) Shadeka Martin, Josette Cappucci and AnnaRose

Fragau.

Photo by Walter Pofeldt

school.

It is on a Parks Depart-
ment walking tour of local
mansions that includes
the Bartow-Pell Mansion
in Pelham Bay Park, said
the principal.

The school plans to

hire Rohlf’s Stained and
Leaded Glass Studio in
Mount Vernon, a well-
known and respected
contractor, and hopes to
complete work during this
year’s summer recess, the
principal said.

Tolearn more about the
campaign, contact Pres-
ton’s Advancement Office
at (718) 863-9134 ext. 195.

The Crowdrise.com
site is at www.crowdrise.
com/PHSMHallStainedG-
lassRestore

SE HABLA ESPANOL

AGCIDENT VIGTIMS

AUTO ACCIDENTS e TRIPS AND FALLS ¢ CONSTRUCTION INJURIES
FREE CONSULTATION ¢ No Fee Unless Successful*

o Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
I ‘:‘ Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge
—-I

, WILLS & REAL ESTATE - PERSONAL INJURY
. Auto Accidents ¢ Truck Accidents ¢ Bus, Train, & Subway Accidents * No-Fault Cases
: Spine & Neck Injuries ¢ Slip & Fall ® Pedestrian ¢ Defective Products ¢ Lead Poisoning

Schools & Playgrounds ¢ Dog Bites

t—.:i T -

Construction Accidents ¢ Stairways ¢ Ladders
Scaffolds ¢ Elevator/Escalator Injuries * Burns
Improper Security * Machine Accidents ® Workers’ Comp

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE/NURSING HOME INJURIES
Wrongful Death ¢ Misdiagnosis ¢ Birth Related ¢ Cerebral Palsy

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

Brooklyn: 2352 80th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11214
T:718-996-5600

Manhattan: 39 Broadway, Suite 950, NY, NY 10006
T:646-459-7548

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes




City napping on mapplng program

City way behind on borough street info quide

BY BEN KOCHMAN

The Bronx is set to
get some handy street
maps —but something
was lost in translation.

Local leaders say
they are still waiting
to be consulted about
where and how the
city’s Department of
Transportation (DOT)
will install its popular
WalkNYC “Wayfind-
ing” program in the
borough this summer.

“Why weren’t we
made aware of this ear-
lier?” asked Jose Rodri-
guez, district manager
of Community Board

enclosed maps on the
Grand Concourse be-
tween E. 138th and E.
170th Streets.

The snazzy maps ori-
ent pedestrians with a
“heads-up” design, list-
ing where “you” are and
providing directions to
nearby train stations,
shops and landmarks.

OTHER BOROS FIRST

DOT debuted around
100 wayfinders last
summer in areas of
Manhattan, Brooklyn
and Queens.

But the Bronx ver-
sions of the maps were
almost lost entirely, ac-

CITIBIKE EXAMPLE

DOT also had as of
last November no im-
mediate plans to install

that the popular maps
would still reach the
borough by this sum-
mer. Department repre-

sentatives are expected its popular Citibike
to reach out to local program anywhere in
leaders in the coming the Bronx.

weeks.

Cary Goodman, ex-
ecutive director of the
161st Street Business
Improvement District,
said he’s been ready
and waiting for DOT for
months now.

“We’ve already cre-
ated a visible schematic
they can use,” he said.
“But they have yet to
raise the question with

’

“It’s a typical exam-
ple of when it comes to
the Bronx, things ei-
ther happen much later
or they don’t happen it
all,” Goodman told the
Times-Reporter.

Rodriguez, of CB4,
said he’d be thrilled to
see the maps in the Boo-
gie Down —whenever
they do arrive.

The wayfinders are

4, which covers much cordingto a Daily News me. meant to encourage
of the area where the report on Jan. 9 that Goodman said he walking and boost foot
maps are slated to come revealed that DOT had wasn’t surprised to traffic for local busi-
in. missed a September hear that DOT had nesses.

Congressman Jose 2013 funding applica- nearly blundered away “It would help
Serrano announced tion deadline with the the Bronx maps. As change the character of )
Jan. 13 that his office Federal Transportation with many city proj- the neighborhood,” he The citv debuted its “Wavfindina” stations —like thi in Man-
had netted $750,000 in Administration. ects, the Bronx again said. “The commercial € ity debuted 1ts ~Waylin '“9 s.a |orj§ ke |S.one 'n an
federal funding for the A DOT spokesman trailed behind the other corridors could really hattan-lastsummer.The Bronxis still waiting for their versions of
free-standing glass- told the Bronx Times boroughs, he said. benefit.” the maps. Photo courtesy DOT
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We Provide the following services:
Adult Day Health Care
Child Day Care Program
Long Term Skilled Nursing Care
Outpauent Rehab Services
Hespite Program
Short Term Rehabilitation
and
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We are Joint Commission accredited

3304 Waterbury Avenue - Bronx, NY 10465 - 718.931.3000 « www.providencerest.c
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ABLE HEALTH CARE

‘ > EMPLOYMENT

HOME HEALTH AIDES!

HIGHER PAY
+ NO DUES!
Immediate Work for
HHA’s with Certificates

plus Sign On Bonus

Part Time/Full Time! Excellent Pay & Benefits
All Shifts/Locations + Live-ins!

OTHER OPEN POSITIONS
RN’s, PT’s, OT’s

Call for SEheduIe of

FREE TRAIN
Thruout the

NG CLASSES
Y Metro Area

/4\

Bronx/Westchester 914-470-9921

Brooklyn 718-947-3680
Nassau 516-634-2103

Queens 718-947-3660
Suffolk 631-729:2380

www.ablehealthcare.com

Bronx- $1175/mo
1BR Apartment
Available
(2911 Barnes Ave)
Elevator building, very
large rooms, 1 BR Apt
available immediately.
No broker fee. Contact
Super (347) 922-6719
or Office (718) 543-2746
No brokers, No agencies.

North E. Bronx /
Pelham Pkwy
1 & 2 Bdrm avail.
Call for more info

ZLD Realty LLC
718-654-1319

PARKCHESTER
& MORRIS PARK AREAS

Beautiful 1-5 Bdrm Apts,
Walk-up Bldg. Renov Kit/
Bath, Nr Trans & School.
Sec 8 Ok
NO FEE- Call MARIA

914-632-1230

Have your
school profiled in

LEARN

Institutes,
Colleges, Schools
&Programs

Online & Hyhrld"
Classes
Job Placement
E NEW YORK CITY'S GUIDE TO ACCREDITED CAREER,
[ EDUCATION INSTITUTES & JOB PLACEMENT

Call 718.260.2555

To advertise in next week’s
Bronx Weekly Classifieds

Call 718-260-2555
or E-mail:
classified@cnglocal-com




BOROBEAL:#

While new Council Speaker Melissa
Mark-Viverito tried to be a tiny bit kinder,
gentler with the borough’s council delegation
on Wednesday, the Bronx Democratic Party
was weighing its own revenge on her bor-
ough supporters.

Initial reports had Party Boss Carl
Heastie wanting to primary Senator
Gustavo Rivera and other Melissa sup-
porters. It now looks as if Carl will simply hold
back any party support and let Gustavo and
the others sink or swim on their own against
challengers this election season.

“There was a meeting this weekend
(Jan. 18-19), and we're NOT primarying any
of these idiots — the (Luis) Sepulvedas, the
Gustavos, the (Jose and Jose M.) Serranos,”
said one party insider. “But they might not
get any party help either.”

Heastie is reported verrrrry ticked over
Gustavo sticking his nose into the Speaker’s
race so enthusiastically (is there any other
way for Gustavo?).

Lack of active party backing could be a
serious problem for Gustavo, who had to call
on the party to gather petitions for protege
Victor Pichardo in that tight race to fill
the seat of disgraced west Bronx Assembly-
man Nelson Castro.

Thanks to redistricting, Gustavo also lost
the heavy white vote that helped him clobber

Cop crackdown at death corner

Pedro (The Wascally Wabbit) Es-
pada the first time. He could now wind up
with a Latino free-for-all brawl with a number
of challengers.

That could very well include Council-
man Fernando Cabrera, but we hear
it’s too early for him to make a serious de-
cision. Meanwhile, a number of other wan-
nabes are reporting circling like sharks for
Gustavo’s seat.

GUS AND JEFF

The beneficiary of that redistricting that
hurt Gustavo was Senator Jeff Klein, who
gained Riverdale, Kingsbridge and surround-
ing heavily white nabes.

We now would not rule out Jeff backing a
strong Gustavo challenger.

The two are like oil and water in Albany,
with Gustavo the Democratic Conference’s
pit bull when it comes to attacking Jeff and
his four-member Independent Democratic
Conference, which snatched majority rule
away from the regular Dems by conferenc-
ing with the Senate Republicans — and reap-
ing the rewards.

Klein has some hot pockets - as in mu-
cho campaign bux to throw a heavy chal-
lenger’s way.

Sources close to Jeff tell us he’s already
been approached by a number of wannabe
Gustavo challengers.

BRONX MASSACRE???
Well, we would argue it was not quite the
bloodbath a lotta folks were expecting for
the City Council’s Bronx delegation when
committee assignments were handed out
Wednesday.

Insiders say Heastie and Queens Boss
Joe Crowley messed up by not mov-
ing fast enough to pull votes from the Coun-
cil’s progressive wing for Manhattan’s Dan
Garodnick. Brooklyn Boss Frank (Ju-
das) Seddio pulling out of their cabal
to go with Melissa was the death knell. On
Wednesday, it was Viverito’s turn to smack
Carl and the Bronx, but it wasn’t too pain-
ful.

As Bronx Party consigliere Stanley
Schilein told us, “They (the Bronx delega-
tion) were much respected in the process.
It’s a case of moving on and wanting to work
together.” Losing chairmanships and gain-
ing new ones:
eMaria del Carmen Arroyo from
Health to Community Development.
eJimmy Vacca, from Transportation
into the leadership circle and chair of the
Technology Committee.
eFernando Cabrera got Juvenile
Justice.
eNewbie Ritchie Torres into the
leadership circle and Public Housing.

~F
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eNewbie Andy Cohen got term-
limted Ollie Koppell’s Mental Health,
Alcoholism and Disablilty Services.
eNewbie Vanessa Gibson scored with
Public Safety.
We're told Annabel Palma, who was
challenging Melissa for the job, and Andy
King both asked to take a pass on any
chairmanships.

LIBERTY DEMS

It’s election time at the Liberty Demo-
cratic Club in the 80th Assembly District, but
no outsiders welcome.

The Sunday, Jan. 26 vote at Janel Tow-
ers on Neill Ave. for a new president to re-
place newly-elected City Councilman
Ritchie Torres will be strictly limited to
club members in good standing for at least
three months.

The last time there was a potential coup
was when then Assemblywoman Naomi
(Snooki) Rivera tried to walk in with her
own supportive slate, but was stymied by
the three-month rule. We don’t see new
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj trying any
moves there, since he doesn’t have any
members there. There were some rumors
when he was first elected after the club
supported Snooki that he might form his
own club, but that hasn’t come to pass
—yet.

by Bob
“iC APPY"

Kappstatter

EXCUUUSE US

Right church, wrong pew. We goofed
last week. Bernadette Ferrara, who's
complaining the proposed Metro-North
Parkchester station should be the VAN NEST/
Parkchester station, is VP of the Van Nest
Neighborhood Alliance.

COP CORNER

Making nice. Wanna make a critic
a friend? Kill ‘em with kindness. Lenny
Levitt, who used to cover Bronx D.A. Ma-
rio Merola for Newsday, has been Ray
Kelly’s biggest media critic with his 1 Po-
lice Plaza blog. But new PC Bill Bratton
made Lenny’s day at a recent press confer-
ence (that Lenny missed!) by announcing “Is
Lenny Levitt here? He’s now welcome in the
building.”

Condolences. To Detective Vic
DiPierro, the longtime, hardworking com-
munity affairs officer at the 49th Precinct in
Morris Park on the loss of his father Frank.
Sorry for your loss, Vic.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS

Jan. 7 - Bronx Dem Party consigliere
and degenerate Hearts player Stanley
Schlein.

Jan. 19 - Annie Boller, east Bronx ac-
tivist (and fun gal).

Jan. 21 -U.S. Attorney General Eric
Holder.

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN' A

From page 1

causing drivers to be
transported to a nearby
hospital with minor in-
juries.

A SPEEDING HUB

Drivers blaze through
Neill Avenue, usingthestrip
as “an expressway” to get
from highway to highway,
charged Joe Reda, a Morris
Park local who for over two
decades has chaired local
Community Board 11’s pub-
lic safety committee.

“They speed, they cut
people off, they race to the
red light,” he said. “Some-
times they don’t even look
when they make turns.”

The strip has fewer traf-
fic lights than nearby Mor-
ris Park Avenue, making it
more attractive for speed-
ers, Reda said.

Another cause of con-
cern is a gas station at the
corner that boasts some of
the cheapest prices in town.
Cars line up outside the sta-
tion, backing up traffic and
prompting some drivers to
take aggressive turns, lo-
cals said.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

The carnage has
prompted the community
board to ask the city’s De-
partment of Transporta-
tion to conduct a traffic
study there, assessing the
need for a left-turn only sig-
nal, said District Manager
Jeremy Warneke.

Morris Park’s push for
traffic safety comes as new
Mayor de Blasio, citing
286 traffic deaths in 2013,
has vowed to bring traf-
fic deaths to a screeching
halt.

He labeled the deaths

an “epidemic” at a Jan. 15
press conference and an-
nounced that he was em-

THE PROCESS

bracing “Vision Zero,” the
idea of eliminating all traf- IS QUICK,
fic deaths in the city. EASY]

De Blasio said the LEGAL AND
NYPD’s Highway Division, AFFORDABLE

which investigates traffic
deaths, would be increased
50% in manpower to a total
of 270 officers.

He ordered a slew of
city agencies, including the
NYPD, DOT, Department of
Health and the Taxi Com-
mision, to present detailed
plans to him by Feb. 15.

18 traffic collisions happened at this Morris Park corner in 2013.
Photo by Ben Kochman

in as little as

24 HOURS

Visit us online or

CALL NOW!
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E ARE HERE TO HELP!!
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Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle

Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment

Seasoned, committed and caring staff

Striving to promote your independence and progress

Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities

Mediation Assistance Available

Ability to come and go at your leisure

Wide range of social activities

Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site

Physical fitness and wellness programs

Theater, media rooms, computer center,
library, games and arts & crafts

Tranquil outdoor lounges

Restaurant style dining — 3 meals provided daily

Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

Ready
for exciting
new experiences.

Not ready
to give up their
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

QD

BRONXWOOD

ASSISTED LIVING
More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road Bronx, NY 10467
Tel 718-881-9100 Fax 718-515-0150
www.bronxwood.com

Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad
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