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Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RRN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here
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The Bronx Times
On-Line

Your world is
24/7... NOW

so are we.
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Mega-plans 
for Melrose 
development

Holiday Smiles For Santa

A LOOK 
BACK AT

2013
Major news of past year

Photo by Aracelis Batista.

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER, BEN 
KOCHMAN AND PATRICK ROCCHIO 

Goodbye 2013, hello 2014.
Who knows what this coming 

year holds, but what we DO know 
is how the Bronx fared this past 
year, from major developments 
helping to reshape the borough, 
to important local neighborhood 
issues, and a welcome continuing 
drop in crime levels not seen in 
many decades.

A long dis-used armory will 
see new life as a mega-ice palace, 
FreshDiredt is trying to sprout a 
new home in the South Bronx, at 
least the historic murals will re-
main in the iconic General Post 
Offi ce on the Concourse, and talks 
(and opposition) are underway to 
see a new soccer stadium for the 
borough.

So, let’s get to it:
KINGSBRIDGE ARMORY

The city made it offi cial in 
2013: the long-dormant armory 

will become the world’s largest 
ice rink complex. In April, Mayor 
Bloomberg, Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. and other local offi -
cials announced that they had en-
dorsed the Kingsbridge National 
Ice Center (KNIC) over a compet-
ing proposal that called for an ar-
tisanal marketplace.

KNIC’s plan calls for nine reg-
ulation-size ice hockey rinks and a 
5,000-seat arena inside the 750,000 
square foot cavernous castle.

KNIC Partners, a development 
group led by former Wall Street 
executive Kevin Parker, signed a 
community benefi ts agreement in 
which it promised to pay its work-
ers a “living wage” —$10 with 
benefi ts, or $11.50/hour without 
benefi ts — as well as give the com-
munity 50,000 feet of space and 
fund local skating lessons. KNIC 
brought in former New York Rang-
ers star Mark Messier as its CEO.

Continued on Page 1

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The borough’s new refrain 

—the Bronx is building —has 
sung one last tune in Mayor 
Bloomberg’s fi nal hour.

Offi cials have chosen a team of 
developers to transform the last 
large city-owned vacant South 
Bronx lot into a fi ve-building 
complex that will create nearly a 
thousand low- and middle-income 
housing units.

Provided the city works out the 
fi nancial details with the develop

Continued on Page 1

Isabella Contacessa gets an early present from Santa at annual party at-
tended by Pelham Bay, Throggs Neck and Country Club residents belong-
ing to the Surf Club in New Rochelle.

The Bronx’s 
Number One
Classifieds
 Page 44-47

The Bronx’s
Number One 
Sports
 Page 49-51

Free inside today 

28 pages of 
SmartSource 
coupons

The Bronx’s 
Number One
Classifieds
 Page 44-47

The Bronx’s
Number One 
Sports
 Page 49-51

Free inside today 

28 pages of 
SmartSource 
coupons
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We are…
 

“We are here for your business.”
Member FDIC

Building Successful Business Relationships in the Bronx 

Left to right: Michael LaSalle, VP; Rebecca Polanco, First VP; John Bartolotta, First SVP; David Isaac, VP and Denise  
Rodriguez, Assistant VPRebecca Polanco 

First VP & Bronx Area Manager  |  (347) 706-3312

www.hudsonvalleybank.com

Come the end of 2014, we 
promise not to dredge these 
New Year’s resolutions up 
again to embarrass or chas-
tise thir contributors. Good 
intentions sometimes just 
don’t make it all the way. But 
hey, at least we can hope.

We polled a number of 
Bronx movers and shakers, 
as they say, for their good in-
tentions, both personal and 
for the borough we all love.

As for us here at the 
Bronx Times Reporter, it’s 
pretty much what we try for 
every week – striving to de-
liver the important news of 
your communities and your 
borough in an informative 
and where needed, enter-
taining way. 

Herewith, everyone 
else’s resolutions:

Borough President Ru-

ben Diaz Jr.

“The Bronx has come a 
long way in the past year. 
Our borough is not just lead-
ing the way in crime reduc-
tion but tens of thousands 

of new housing units have 
been constructed here, new 
businesses are coming to 
our borough and the exist-
ing businesses are growing. 
We are at the forefront in 
‘green’ construction, with 
projects like Via Verde. We 
have major new projects 
such as the Kingsbridge 

National Ice Center and the 
PGA caliber golf course at 
Ferry Point Park , which 
complement our Borough’s 
crown jewels like the new 
Yankee Stadium, and the 
New York Botanical Gar-
den. In 2014, Bronxites and 
visitors will witness ground-
breaking projects coming to 
fruition, marking the Bronx 
as an 

international destination 
for shopping and sports.

My new year’s resolution 
for the Bronx is to continue 
our work toward a brighter 
future  for the residents of 
this great Borough we all 
call home.

Personal Resolution: 
“For 2014 I’m making a reso-
lution to be healthier by eat-
ing clean- and to cook more 
often for my wife.” 

***
East Bronx City Coun-

cilman Jimmy Vacca

Personal resolution: Get 
the MTA to fi nally establish 
Metro North stations in my 

district.
Borough resolution: For 

the Bronx to get ferry ser-
vice.

***
Kenneth Kearns, Dis-

trict Manager of Commu-

nity Board 10

PERSONAL RESOLU-
TION: To be develop strate-
gies to ensure that residents 
of Community Board 10 re-
ceive better services from 
our new Mayor.

BORO RESOLUTION: 
That the borough continue 
its renaissance and that 
people outside of it recog-
nize it and to stop tagging 
us with outdated visions of 
the past.

***
Former Assemblyman 

Stephen Kaufman, presi-

dent of the Throggs Neck 

Merchants Association

a)  That I lose ten pounds 
for the year and Bronxites 
have a happy and 

prosperous New Years.,
b)   Tremont Avenue blos-

soms with successful busi-
nesses.

***
Community Board 11 

Chairman Anthony Vi-

taliano 
Anthony Vitaliano, 

Chairman of Community 
Board 11

PERSONAL RESOLU-
TION: To put myself in less 
stressful situations: “When 
somebody drives me nuts, 
I’d like to sometimes turn 
the other cheek.”

BORO RESOLUTION: To 
keep bringing more thriving 
business to the Bronx

Boro movers and shakers’ New Year promises

Councilman James Vacca’s hoping for Bronx ferry access in 2014. 

Borough President Ruben DIaz 
Jr. hopes to keep the economic 
development rolling in the new 
year. 

Checking out some resolutions
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CENTER LOCATION
Bronx Center
Address: 400 East Fordham Road,  
 7th Floor (entrance on  
 Webster Avenue)

Phone: (718) 960-7910

NYC Business Solutions is a 
set of services offered by the 
Department of Small Business 
Services to help businesses 
start, operate and expand in 
New York City.

Launching a Business:
NYC Motorcycle Parking

Running Your Business:
Wildchild Nation

Opening a New Location:
Five Guys Burger & Fries

Whether you are an entrepreneur, running a small business 

or a large corporation, NYC Business Solutions can work for 

you — for free. Our team has the experience and resources 

to address many of the challenges you face and objectives 

you aspire to reach. Our purpose is your success — whether 

you need financing assistance, legal advice, ways to score 

new business opportunities with the government, recruiting 

assistance or help with permits and licenses.

Why should you work with us? 
We get results. Each year we provide no-cost, customized services to 

help over 9,000 entrepreneurs and small business owners reach their 

goals. Last year we:

 Facilitated 659 loans and lines of credit for businesses, helping   

  them access over $61 million in financing through our lending partners

 Saved over  700 businesses an average of $1,283 each on legal fees  

  thanks to pro-bono legal consultations 

 Helped more than 500 businesses recruit for 3,900 open positions 

 Helped 27 businesses train over 500 employees with more than $1.18  

  million in funding 

 Helped 105 businesses access the City of New York’s $15 billion   

  procurement budget by certifying them as Minority and Women-  

  owned Business Enterprises (M/WBE) 

 Provided business education courses to over 4,400 entrepreneurs  

  and business owners  

Put NYC Business Solutions  

to work for you

call 311, ask for  
NYC Business Solutions

TTY users, call 212-504-4115

log onto nyc.gov/nycbusiness
facebook.com/NYCBusiness
twitter.com/NYCBusSolutions 

Equal Opportunity Employer/Program – 
Auxiliary aids and services are  

available upon request to  
individuals with disabilities.

Our free services can take your business where you want it to go

it takes a lot to launch, build and operate a business
   OUR PURPOSE IS TO HELP BUSINESSES SUCCEED IN NEW YORK CITY

BUSINESS COURSES 

learn business skills

LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

receive legal advice

FINANCING ASSISTANCE 

access a loan

NAVIGATING GOVERNMENT 

cut through red tape

INCENTIVES 

access tax credits & other incentives

RECRUITMENT 

save money when hiring

TRAINING 

boost staff skills

SELLING TO GOVERNMENT 

reach new customers

CERTIFICATION 

become M/WBE certified
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Your Neighborhood 
— Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:
(718) 597-1116
General Fax:

(718) 518-0038
News Phone: 

(718) 742-3393
News E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3398

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS 
#730390) is published weekly by 
Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a subsid-
iary of  News Community Newspaper 
Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 2013. 
Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Sub-
scriptions $8.00 per year. Postmaster, 
Send address changes to Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, 
NY 10454. ISSN #8750-4499.

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY
Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

SAVE

$5995

1 lb Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs Franks
3 lbs Chicken Legs
2 lbs Italian Sausage

ALL THIS FOR

FAMILY PACK

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANETHE BEST OF EVERYTHING
1 Top Round London Broil (1”)
1 lb Veal Cutlets
1 1/2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
6 Pcs. Center Cut
             Pork Chops (3/4” thick)
1 1/2 lbs Sirloin Chop Meat

$4995
ALL THIS FOR

$8595

5 Pieces Shell Steak
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
6 lbs Chicken (2)
3 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

5 PEOPLE CAN EAT FOR 5 DAYS

OUR MOST POPULAR MEAT PLANS

 5LBS.
OR MORE

www.giordanos-big-g.com

ALWAYS ON
PREMISES

7 DAYS A WEEK

WHOLE CHICKENS

PRIME
LONDON BROIL

3 FOR $15.00
CUT FREE

$1.99 LB.

CHICKEN CHOPMEAT
3 LB. PACK

$4.99 LB.

CHICKEN BREASTS
5LBS.

BO
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TS

BOARS HEAD
HAM

$7.99 LB.

OVEN ROASTED
TURKEY BREAST

$8.99 LB.

OVEN ROASTED
CHICKEN BREAST

$8.99 LB.

BOARS HEAD
BOLOGNA
$5.99 LB.

STORE BAKED
ROAST BEEF
$8.99 LB.

THE BEST OF EVERYTHING FAMILY PACK

SAVE

$8999

1 lb Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
1 London Broil (1” thick)
4 lbs Spare Ribs
5 lbs Chuck Chopped
6 lbs Chicken
3 lbs Italian Sausage
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

ALL THIS FOR

MEET THE SAVINGSMEET THE SAVINGS

ALL THIS FOR ALL THIS FOR ALL THIS FOR

$49.95 $85.95 $59.95 $89.99

D
EL

IITALIAN CHICKEN SAUSAGE
BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE

EYE ROUND OR 
BOTTOM ROUND

$4.99 LB.

JUMBO SHRIMP
(16-20)

$12.99 LB.

TILAPIA FILET
$4.59 LB.

5 PEOPLE CAN EAT FOR 5 DAYS

ALL THIS FOR

HAVE A FREE CUP 
OF COFFEE

CHECK US OUT
FULL LINE OF 

MEAT, SEAFOOD 
AND DELI

CUSTOM CUT
YOUR WAY!

BEEF CHOPMEAT
5 LB PACK

$2.99 LB.

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS

$2.99 LB.

SABRETT FRANKS
14 OZ PACKAGE

$3.99

$10.00

RIB STEAKS
$9.99 LB.

SIRLOIN
CHOP MEAT
$3.99 LB.

CHICKEN LEGS
10LBS. $10.00
FAMILY PACK ITALIAN 

SAUSAGE
$2.99 LB.

COME IN

Notice of Public Hear-
ing on ULURP Application 
#’s C080528MMX on an ap-
plication from NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation on 
ULURP concerning atten-
dant work on the City Is-
land Bridge and 140128PQX 
submitted by New York 

Notice of Public Hearing
City Department of Trans-
portation and Department 
of Citywide Administrative 
Services for the acquisition 
of easements over land un-
der the water of Eastchester 
Bay in the vicinity of City 
Island Bridge. 

 The Hearing will take 

place on January 15, 2014 
at P.S. 175, 200 City Island 
Avenue Bronx, NY 10464 at 
7:30PM. 

Additional information 
can be obtained by con-
tacting Bronx Community 
Board #10 at 718-892-1161 or 
at bx10@cb.nyc.gov.

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

FIND US ON:

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 900 E. 132nd 
St., Bronx, NY 10454, or email 
Bronxtimes@aol.com. 

Wedding congrats 

Local Bronx dentist, Dr. 
Jason Gordon wed Rachelle 
Nash on Tuesday, Nov. 12. 

Jason picked our wed-
ding date for good luck and 
we were blessed with good 
fortune, said Nash. On Nov. 
25, we were given the news 
that we are pregnant with 
triplets. 

Notable Passing 

Ben Weisel, the owner 
of Metro Pest, passed away 

recently. Ben was a member 
of the Bronx-Manhattan 
North Realtors Associa-
tion for over ten years and 
was Affi liate Member of the 
Year in 2008. The service 
for him was on Sunday at 
the Gutterman Memorial 
Chapel in Rockville Centre, 
NY. 

Engagement 

Congratulations to my 
sister Shannon and future 
brother in law Jon on their 
engagement Friday, Dec 27. 
I’m so happy for the both of 
you. Lots of luck and may 
God bless you both. Looking 
forward to wedding plan-
ning. We love you so much -- 
Vonnie and Cassie.

Dr. Jason Gordon and Rachelle Nash were married on November 12.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM THE BRONX
TIMES REPORTER
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1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • MON-SAT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN 10AM-7PM

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

NEW YEAR’S BLOWOUT!

4DAYSONLY!
MASSIVE 

REDUCTIONS
MENS • LADIES • KIDS • INFANTS • TODDLERS

DESIGNER DENIM • OUTERWEAR • ACTIVEWEAR
DESIGNER LEATHER  • FLANNELS  • CLASSIC CASUALS
PLUSH FLEECE • DESIGNER SWEATERS • FOOTWEAR

10,000 DOZEN SWEATSHIRTS & PANTS • & MUCH MORE

WE WILL NEVER BE UNDERSOLD...EVER!

Ladies Sweaters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10
Girls & Boys Denim Jeans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Boys Polos & Long Sleeve Wovens  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Boys & Girls Sweaters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Mens & Boys Sherpa Lined Fashion Hoodies . . . . . . .$10
Mens & Boys Athletic Shoes  . . . . . . . . . . .40% Off
Official NFL Jerseys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10
Ladies Denim Jeans & Casual Pants  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10
Ladies Fashion Boots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10

Girls Ballet Flats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Infant & Toddler 2-Piece Sets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Boys Fleece Hoodies, Tops & Pants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Boys Fashion Thermals, Polos & Long Sleeve Knits  . . .$5
Girls Fashion Dresses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Ladies Fashion Dresses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10
Mens Fashion Jeans & Cargo Pants  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10
Slippers for the Entire Family . . . . . . . . . . .50% Off
Girls & Boys Winter Outerwear  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10

Girls Fashion Fleece Tops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Boys 2-Piece Active Pant Sets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Mens Fashion Hoodies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10
Boys Belted Cargo Pants & Belted Denim Jeans  . . . .$10
Ladies Bath & Body Gift Sets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
All Fall Dress Shoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50% Off
Mens Fashion Sweaters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5
Mens Thermals, Polos & Long Sleeve Knits  . . . . . . . . .$5
Mens Hoodies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5

SAVINGS IN EVERY DEPARTMENT!

�

5050%
OFF
%
OFF
ANY SINGLE ITEM*
up to $20 t icketed price

*Maximum discount $10. Up to $20 ticketed price. 1 item only.
1 per customer. Coupon must be   presented to cashier to receive discount. Cannot be
combined with other offers. Not valid on gift certificates or layaway. Cannot be used on 
previous purchases. Valid now through 1/5/14 at all Forman Mills.  
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NEW YEAR’S SAVINGS! 
STRETCH THOSE BILLS!

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-785-3118

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100
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Our Video Tributes are more than a unique way  
to show the past–they’re a remarkable way to 

share memories.  You provide old photos of fam-
ily and friends and we’ll develop a one-of-a-kind  

video montage.  It’s then set to music and shown 
at the service.  Treasure it for the day.  Keep it  
forever.  Video Tributes…a moving experience.

Video Tributes from 
our funeral home

G   ive us old snapshots 
and we’ll give you a new 

way of remembering.

726 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY

(718) 828-1800
www.LuccheseFuneralHome.com

This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese 
(NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

Joseph A. Lucchese
F U N E R A L  H O M E ,  I N C .
R i b u s t e l l o  &  S o n ,  I n c .

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER 
Jimmy Rodriquez is 

back
The famous restaura-

teur who made his name 
with the famous Jimmy’s 
Bronx Cafe a decade ago 
is returning to the Bronx - 
and City Island.

He will be partnering 
with the owners of  The 
Lighthouse there to redo it 
into the latest of his chain 
of Latin-themed Don Coqui 
restaurants.

“I’m coming back to the 
Bronx ten years after the 
absence of Jimmy’s Bronx 
Cafe,” said Rodriguez.

The original Jimmy’s 
Bronx Cafe drew a host of 
politicians, sports fi gures, 
musicians and other celeb-
rities, including Fidel Cas-
tro and Bill Clinton.

Rodriguez said in a 
phone interview that while 
he’s hoping to attract some 
personalities, the new res-
taurant will be open seven 

days a week, geared toward 
a dining crowd, with some 
live music and karaoke - 
but not a nightclub atmo-
sphere.

After his fi rst Bronx ef-
fort, Rodriquez went on to 
open a number of other pop-
ular restaurants around 
the Bronx and the city, in-
cluding Jimmy’s City Is-
land, Jimmy’s Uptown in 
Harlem, Sofrito on E. 57th 
St. in Manhattan, and Don 
Coqui in Astoria, Queens. 
Some of them closed, while 
others changed hands.

But during his heyday, 
the city tabloids nicknamed 
the suave, handsome and 
personable Rodriguez aibd , 
The Latin Toots Shor.”

He and two daughters 
most recently have been 
running two Don Coquis 
in Westchester County - in 
New Rochelle and White 
Plains.

“This is a return to the 
Bronx for me, after ten 

years,” said Rodriguez, who 
had been actively looking 
for a Bronx location.

“A lot of people in 
the Bronx don’t travel to 
Westchester, to our restau-
rants there,” he said, “and 

we got a lot of emails over 
the years asking ‘When 
are you coming back to 
the Bronx?’ So we wanted 
to fi nd a place in the bor-
ough.” 

He said he had also 

looked at a potential loca-
tion in Morris Park, at 900 
Morris Park Ave. and in the 
Hutch Metro Center, “be-
fore an investor led me to 
City Island and The Light-
house.”

He noted that there cur-
rently are no Latin restau-
rants on the island, while 
70% of those who come to 
the island to dine “are Latin 
or black - urban folk, where 
they can enjoy enjoy paella, 
arroz con pollo and other 
popular dishes.”

The new restaurant will 
be a family affair, with 
daughters Jaleene, 27, Jew-
elle, 25, and son Jimmy III, 
20,̀  involved in the day-to-
day operation.

“I’ll be on the creative 
end and overseeing it,” 
said the elder Rodriquez, 
who plans to change the ba-
sic look of the restaurant, 
“with a new decor, ban-
quets, menus, lighting and 
other changes.”

“We’re elminating  a lot 
and bringing in everything 
new,” said Rodriguez, who 
is hoping for a Jan. 26 grand 
opening.

 “I’m so excited to be 
back in the Bronx!”

Famed restaurateur Jimmy Rodriquez returning to boro

CI Lighthouse will be Don Coqui

City Island’s Lighthouse Restaurant will soon become Don Coqui. Photo by Patrick Rocchio 
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3231 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10461
718–597–5800

Urgent Care
5665 Riverdale Ave.

Bronx, NY 10471

Urgent
Care

Open 7 Days & Evenings

Most Major Insurances Accepted

No Appointment Needed

2304 Eastchester Rd.
Bronx, NY

347–913–4333

www.throggsneckwalkin.com
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

Call 1-877-jcpeyes

Schedule an annual eye exam‡ online at www.jcpenneyoptical.com

*Complete pair purchase required. Includes any frame up to $100. Lined or Instinctive No-Line Bifocals upgrade available for $35 each pair. 
Additional charge may be applied for strong Rx. Some exclusions may apply including special orders and SunZone Collection. Frame selec-
tion may vary by store location. Cannot be combined with any other offers, vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Void where 
prohibited by law. ‡Eye exams performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. Additional charge may be applied for strong 
Rx.  Bifocals and/or progressives, specialty lenses, and lens options are additional. Scheduling appointment online is not valid in California 
or states where prohibited by law. Offer expires 1/25/14.

+

+3   $9999*

CELEBRATE DURING OUR

SHARE
THE SAVINGS 
EVENT
just for you, or to share  
with your family & friends

PAIRS 
FOR

Includes:
• Any frame up to $100
• Scratch-resistant single vision lenses
• Bifocals available for just $35 more

Your Vision Care benefits go further at jcp optical
Including EyeMed Visions Care® Vision wellness plans and out of network providers.

Ask us about your plans.

Bay Plaza Shopping Center (718) 862-9419

GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

BLOODBATH
If - and that’s a big IF from 

what we hear has been going 
on behind the scenes – the vote 
count holds by Jan. 8 for South 
Bronx/E. Harlem Councilwoman 
Melissa Mark-Viverito to 
become the next Speaker, expect 
the Bronx delegation to be drained 
dry of any political juice.

All those hard-earned commit-
tee chairmanships will evaporate, 
most likely handed over to the 
Brooklyn delegation in that deal 
carved out between Mayor-elect 
Bill de Blasio and Brooklyn 
Dem County Leader Frank (Ju-
das) Seddio.

Seddio broke ranks with Bronx 
Boss Carl Heastie and Queens 
Boss Joe Crowley to deliver 
his delegation to Melissa. Instead 
of 30 pieces of silver, Seddio will 
get a lion’s share of plum commit-
tee chairmanships for his delega-
tion and mucho jobs for his Brook-
lyn party loyalists.

A mong the b igges t  B ronx 
loser, Maria del Carmen Ar-
royo, who fielded a challenger 
against Melissa when she wound 

up redistricted to Arroyo’s Mott 
Haven turf. Maria is expected to 
be stripped of her health commit-
tee chairmanship.

Also on the losing end, Sound-
view’s Annabel Palma, losing 
her general welfare committee 
chair, and Jimmy Vacca, out 
as chair of the powerful transpor-
tation committee.

Then again, as a couple of as-
tute political players told us, de 
Blasio at some point is going to 
have to do some fence mending 
with losers Heastie and especially 
Crowley.

“Bill is going to need to do 
business in Washington, and he 
just screwed the fif th-ranking 
Democrat in the House of Repre-
sentatives,” sayeth one source.

Meanwhile, word around the 
blogs is that Manhattan Coun-
cilman Dan Garodnick and 
suppor ters Heastie and Crow-
ley’s camps are working hard to 
tilt the vote.

MORE LOSERS
Former Borough Haller Bob 

Nolan adds to our annual list 
of 2013 Bronx winners and los-

ers those Bronx Supreme Court 
judges who must now step down 
at age 76 after voters defeated 
that November ballot question on 
raising the retirement age to 80.

TAPIA TAPPED
Yudelka Tapia , dist r ic t 

leader over in the west Bronx 
86th Assembly District slapped by 
City’s Confl icts of Interest Board 
with a $4,480 fi ne for working on 
her old City Council campaign, as 
well as her post for district leader, 
on company t ime at the C i t y 
Comptroller’s officer where she 
works as an economist.

Also,  there’s that little matter 
of close to 108Gs she still owes 
the city Campaign Finance Board 
in fi nes and unspent funding.

Last borough of f icial to be 
rapped on the knuckles by the 
Confl icts board was former Boro 
Prez Adolfo Carrion Jr.

He paid a 10G fi ne for using an 
architect to do work on his City Is-
land home while the fi rm was do-
ing biz with AC’s offi ce – and let’s 
just say Adolfo was a weeeeeee 
bit late in paying the guy until the 
case made ink.

MOVING ON
N i v a r d o  L o p e z ,  h a r d 

working Bronx rep for the May-
or’s Community Affairs Unit mov-
ing on af ter 16 months there. 
Starting Jan. 3, he’ll be working 
for new City Comptroller Scott 
Stringer in the public affairs di-
vision handling city legislative af-
fairs.

W i t h  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
changeover, we expect this to be 
the fi rst of many in the scramble 
for a new paycheck, municipal or 
otherwise.... 

LIBERTY LEADERSHIP
No sooner does he get elected, 

but Richie Torres is resigning.
Bet that got your attention. But 

we’re talking about the new City 
Councilman stepping down as of 
Jan. 1 as president of the Liberty 
Democratic Association in the 
80th Assembly District. The club 
will be holding elections Jan. 26 
for a new president and for trea-
surer to replace the recently de-
parted and much loved Ray Un-
ger.

Could we be seeing a bit of a 
power play here, with Morris Park 

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
fl exing some muscle for a favored 
candidate? Stay tuned. 

COP CORNER
Christmas present. To Cliff 

Acosta at the 4-3 Squad, upped 
to prest igious Detect ive First 
Grade.

OOPS
We gave a l i t t le too much 

credit in our year end winners and 
losers column to Jimmy Vacca 
chief of staff Jeff Lynch for de-
livering the votes for Mayor-elect 
Bill de Blasio. Jeff was busy han-
dling Jimmy’s no-challengers pri-
mary, and handled Bill de B’s 
high-vote general election Bronx 
campaign.

SWEATBATHS
First Senator Ruben Diaz 

Sr.’s Dec. 20, and Dec. 23 As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj’s holiday 
parties, both of them sweatbaths, 
with The Rev packing 500 or so 
supporters (read that voters and 
campaign volunteers) into Mae-
stro’s in Morris Park, and Mark’s 
packed bash at the Lighthouse on 
City Island.

PROUD DAD II

Northeast Bronx City Council-
man Andy King smilin’ over re-
cent passage of his fi rst piece of 
legislation in that august body.

King’s bill would require the 
Department of Education to pro-
duce and distribute information 
about college-saving plans to all 
students upon their entry into 

kindergarten, grade six and 
grade nine and to every student 
entering as a new student.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Dec.  27 -  Car y Good-

man, executive director of the 
161st Street Business Improve-
ment District.

Dec. 30 - Lesley Mas-
sian-Arthur, associate vice 
president for government rela-
tions and urban affairs at Ford-
ham University.

BRONX QUOTE
“Old Peter Minuet had nothing 

to lose when he bought the isle of 
Manhatten 

For twenty-six dollars and a 
bottle of booze and they threw in 
the Bronx and Staten”

— “Give it back to the Indi-
ans” by Ella Fitzgerald
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Lisa Marie
Happy 1st Anniversary in Heaven

Happy Anniversary in Heaven
We love you forever
Mom and Nana
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40th PCT.

SAT, NOV. 16th, 12:30 a.m. –
299 East 158 St. Police investigators 
are looking into an shooting incident 
that sent the victim to Lincoln Medi-
cal Center. The victim, a 38 year old 
black male, was suffering from a bul-
let wound to the thigh upon arriving at 
the hospital. The victim was reported 
to be in stable condition. 

SAT, NOV. 16th, 1:00 a.m. – 157 
Melrose Ave. Police officers were able 
to remove another gun off of Bronx 
streets. This time a 9-mm pistol was 
vouched by the offices.

SUN, NOV. 17th, 1:30 a.m. – 257 
Alexander Ave. A black male was ar-
rested by police after being found in 
possession of a gun. Taken away from 
the culprit was a 380-caliber pistol. 
The gun was vouched as evidence. 

41st PCT.
SAT, NOV. 16th, 2:10 a.m. –

920 Prospect Ave. Police officers at 
a crime scene recovered evidence in-
dicating that several shots had been 
fired. The bullets ripped through an 
apartment window causing damage 
inside the home. No injuries were re-
ported. Local detectives are handling 
the inquiry.

SAT, NOV. 16th, 4:15 a.m. – 938 
Intervale Ave. Detectives are looking 
for the robbery team that removed 
ten-thousand dollars out of an office. 
Armed with guns, the two culprits re-
moved the money from the manager’s 
control. No injuries were reported. 

SUN, NOV. 17th, 6:30 p.m. –
1294 Westchester Ave. A search was 
conducted for three males who are 
part of a robbery team. The unknown 
trio entered a bodega in an attempt to 
rob the store. An occupant was struck 
in the face by a gun. The injured victim 
was transported to St. Barnabas Hos-
pital. It’s unknown if the culprits took 
any property.  

WED, NOV. 20th, 7:20 p.m. –
862 East 164 St. Police are looking for 
the person who shot a teenage male. 
The 19 year old black youth was tak-
en to Lincoln Medical Center suffering 
from a bullet wound to the abdomen 
area. 

42nd PCT.
SAT, NOV. 16th, 2:00 a.m. –

1010 Trinity Ave. Another teenager 
was nabbed in possession of a gun. 
This time police took a 17 year old 
male Hispanic into custody after sep-
arating the teen from a 32-caliber re-
volver. The gun was vouched as evi-
dence.  

SAT, NOV. 16th, 11:20 p.m. –
1202 Brook Ave. Police officers were 
able to remove another gun off of 
Bronx streets. This time a 25-caliber 
pistol was vouched as evidence.  

WED, NOV. 20th, 9:00 a.m. –
625 Jefferson Ave. Police searched 
an apartment looking for a possible 
suspect connected to a shooting. A 31 
year old black male was found suffer-
ing from a bullet wound to the left foot. 
The injured man was transported to 
Lincoln Medical Center for care. The 

shooting occurred inside an apart-
ment house. Police officers searched 
the building finding several spent bul-
lets on an upper floor. Investigators 
were informed that the possible cul-
prit was hiding inside an apartment. 
Police waited and then entered the 
home, finding is unoccupied. 

WED, NOV. 20th, 9:50 a.m. - 
1021 Jennings St. Officials evacuated 
a neighbor school after a call was re-
ceived indicating that there was an ex-
plosive device in the building. Students 
were removed from the building and 
relocated at a nearby school facility as 
first responders searched the building 
for any suspicious devices. Once the 
school was completely searched stu-
dents were permitted to return. 

WED, NOV. 20th, 9:10 p.m. – A 
26 year old black male was arrest-
ed by neighborhood police officers. 
The male suspect failed to obtain the 
proper permit to possess a gun in 
NYC. Taken away from the culprit was 
a 380-caliber pistol. 

43rd PCT.
SAT, NOV. 16th, 12:20 p.m. –

1752 East 172 St. Police officers took 
a Hispanic male into custody. The 20 
year old male was in possession of a 
9-mm pistol when arrested. The gun 
was vouched as evidence.

SUN, NOV. 17th, 6:50 p.m. –
Taylor Ave. and Cross Bronx Expwy. 
Police investigators are looking into an 
incident where a male was stabbed. 
A Hispanic male was taken to Jacobi 
Medical Center suffering from a stab 
wound to the arm area. Local detec-
tives are handling the inquiry.

WED, NOV. 20th, 1:10 p.m. –
1585 White Plains Rd. Responding po-
lice officers arrested two suspects af-
ter a home invasion took place. Three 
Hispanic male teens forced their way 
into a home where a 16 year old male 
teen lived with his family. The culprits 
assaulted the teen by punching him in 
the face before they fled with an as-
sortment of jewelry and electronic 
products. Police are looking for the 
third culprit. 

44th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 16th, 2:40 p.m. – 300 

East 163 St. Police are looking for the 
culprit who discharged a gun. The 
bullets damaged a window besides a 
door officials indicated. 

SUN, NOV. 17th, 1:00 a.m. –
Woodycrest Ave. and West 165 St. 
Authorities started an inquiry after 
learning of a stabbing. A 33 year old 
Hispanic male was taken to Lincoln 
Medical Center suffering from a stab 
wound to the right arm. The inquiry is 
underway by local detectives. 

SUN, NOV. 17th, 6:45 a.m. – Je-
rome Ave and West 174 St. Officials 
were summoned to Bronx Lebanon 
Hospital. A male arrived at the medi-
cal facility seeking treatment for a bul-
let wound. Due to the seriousness of 
the bullet wound, the victim died with-
in minutes. Now the inquiry is being 
handled by the Bronx Homicide Task 
Force. Police are looking for a female 
and a male culprit. 

MON, NOV. 18th, 10:25 p.m. –
Woodycrest Ave. and West 165 St. 
Authorities are looking into an incident 
where a black male was struck by a 
bullet. The bullet grazed the victim’s 
head. The emergency room staff at 
Lincoln Medical Center treated the in-
jured male. 

WED, NOV. 20th, 1:55 p.m. –
730 Concourse Village. Police investi-
gators are looking into an attack that 
occurred at Mott Haven Bronx Leader-
ship Campus. Three male students at 
the high school were taken to Lincoln 
Medical Center after being stabbed. 
Police investigators recovered an ice 
pick at the crime scene. The inquiry 
is underway. 

45th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 16th, 2:20 a.m. –

3026 Buhre Ave. Authorities are 
looking for four males who robbed a 
store. At gunpoint the four unknown 
culprits removed an I-phone besides 
eight thousand dollars from the Gour-
met Deli Corporation. Detectives have 
been assigned to conduct an inquiry. 

46th PCT.
TUES, NOV. 19th, 5:45 p.m. –

270 East Burnside Ave. Additional as-
sistance was needed by local police 
who were at the scene of a barricade 
situation before the incident could be 
brought under control.  

47th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 16th, 1:00 a.m. –

4055 Barnes Ave. Police officers were 
faced with a barricaded situation. 
Units from the Emergency Service 
Squad were summoned to assist at 
the scene.

SAT, NOV. 16th, 6:30 a.m. –
Barnes Ave. and East 223 St. Police 
recovered evidence at a crime scene. 
Officials received a call indicating that 
several shots had been fired. Arriving 
police officers recovered several bullet 
casings at the scene. No injuries were 
reported, but officials indicated that 
there was property damage. Local 
detectives are handling the inquiry.

SAT, NOV. 16th, 7:00 p.m. – 2025 
Pitman Ave. Authorities are looking for 
the two culprits who robbed a Laun-

dromat. At gunpoint the black males 
entered the store announcing the rob-
bery. Before fleeing the pair removed 
over six-hundred dollars from the at-
tendant on duty. 

SAT, NOV. 16th, 8:15 p.m. – 4043 
Laconia Ave. Detectives are searching 
for the person who shot a male in the 
chest. The male victim was transport-
ed to Jacobi Medical Center suffering 
from a bullet wound to the chest area. 
The 27 year old victim was listed in 
stable condition.  

48th PCT.
MON, NOV. 18th, 2:30 p.m. –

Third Ave. and East 188 St. Police 
officers arrested a male who was in 
possession of counterfeit money. The 
money was removed from the culprit’s 
possession and vouched as evidence. 
The inquiry is in the hands of federal 
investigators.  

WED, NOV. 20th, 6:40 a.m. –
411 East Fordham Rd. An investiga-
tion was launched as officials at Ford-
ham University discovered that a bias 
emblem was burned onto the grounds 
of the higher education facility. Police 
officials are looking into the incident 
that saw a swastika burned into a 
grass area of the college. 

49th PCT.
MON, NOV. 18th, 9:00 p.m. –

981 Waring Ave. Police officers arriv-
ing at the scene of a reported burglary 
had a stand-off with the culprit. The 
culprit was still inside the building as 
police officers were deployed to pre-
vent the culprit’s escape. Ending the 
stand-off the suspect surrounded to 
police.  

50th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 16th, 8:35 p.m. – 140 

West 238 St. Two suspects were ar-
rested after committing an armed 
robbery. Two males at gunpoint re-
moved a safe from an apartment. Po-
lice officers assigned to the 52nd Pct. 
upon hearing the information about 
the robbery a short time later arrested 
the two culprits.  

SUN, NOV. 17th, 8:55 p.m. – 2 
Marble Hill Ave. Police officers arriv-
ing at a crime scene found a male who 
had been shot. The 20 year old His-
panic male was suffering from a bul-
let wound to the chest area. The in-
jured male was taken to St. Barnabas 
Hospital. 

MON, NOV. 18th, 5:15 p.m. –
3400 Fort Independence Ave. Police 
investigators has a stand-off with a 
suspect from a previous crime. Police 
officials went to the culprit’s door. The 

suspect opened the door and quickly 
shut the door upon seeing the officers 
creating a stand-off. Additional help 
was requested after the male refused 
to surrender. Police officers from the 
Emergency Service Squad and Hos-
tage Negations Team were requested 
prior to the male suspect surrender-
ing to authorities. No injuries were re-
ported.  

52nd PCT. 
MON, NOV. 18th, 8:40 a.m. –

3425 Jerome Ave. An unknown per-
son broke in to a neighborhood meat 
market while it was closed officials 
report. The burglar apparently en-
tered through the roof, but fled with 
over a thousand dollars according to 
authorities. 

WED, NOV. 20th, 12:40 a.m. –
Rochambeau Ave and Van Courtlandt 
Ave. East. Another male was taken 
into custody after being found with 
a gun. This time a 40 year old back 
male was arrested after being found 
in possession of a 45-caliber pistol. 
The weapon was removed from the 
man’s control since he had failed to 
obtain the proper permit to own the 
gun in NYC. 

HOUSING
SAT, NOV. 16th – 1:00 a.m. – 737 

Melrose Ave. A suspect was taken into 
custody after being found in posses-
sion of a gun. The loaded 9-mm pistol 
was vouched by police officers from 
Housing’s PSA # 7 as the suspect was 
leaded off to jail pending a preview of 
charges before a judge. 

SUN, NOV. 17th, 10:10 p.m. – 
304 East 156 St. Authorities are look-
ing into an incident where two males 
had been shot. The first victim was 
transported to Lincoln Medical Center 
suffering from a bullet wound to the 
right shoulder. The 25 year old black 
male was reported to be in stable con-
dition. Meanwhile at Bronx Lebanon 
Hospital a second victim appeared 
seeking medical assistance for a bul-
let wound to the leg area. Housing po-
lice officers from PAS # 7 are work-
ing with detectives from the 40th Pct. 
Squad on this caper. 

MON, NOV. 18th, 10:10 p.m. – 
271 East 143 St. A city worker was 
taken into custody by Housing PSA # 
7 officers. The culprit was described 
as a city corrections officer. 

Fire Log
SAT, NOV. 16th, 8:25 p.m. – 

2727 Holland Ave. The crew from 
Engine 62 indicated upon arrival that 
they were faced with a working fire. 
The blaze was contained to the sec-
ond floor of a two story private vehicle. 
Battalion 27 indicated that all compa-
nies were being used and requested 
an additional ladder company to re-
spond before the incident was de-
clared under control.   

SAT, NOV. 16th, 10:20 p.m. – 
Jerome Ave. and 172 St. Firefighters 
came to the aid of their brothers in 
blue. A police vehicle was involved in 
an accident trapping the occupants. 

The crews from Engine 42, Tower 
Ladder 44, Squad 41, and Rescue 3 
under the command of Battalion # 17 
were able to extricate the trapped po-
lice officers.  

TUES, NOV. 19th, 4:30 a.m. –
2762 Morris Ave. Firefighters in sev-
eral stations were alerted to a blaze 
in a private home. It took the smoke-
eaters several minutes to extinguish 
the fire.  Two police officers received 
medical assistance at North Cen-
tral Bronx Hospital for smoke inhala-
tion. Red Cross workers assisted four 
people. 

TUES, NOV. 19th, 3:00 p.m. –
1015 Summit Ave. Four occupants 
were transported to The blaze was on 
the second floor of a two story struc-
ture. The four victims were transport-
ed to Lincoln Medical Center suffer-
ing from smoke inhalation. Four other 
residents were assisted by Red Cross 
workers.

WED, NOV. 20th, 7:00 a.m. –
2459 Seymour Ave. Firefighters ar-
riving at a two story private home 
located a blaze on the second floor. 
Responding to the call were Engines 
97, 38, 62, and 66 along with Ladders 
51, 61, and 41. Battalion # 15 com-
manded the operations before the in-
cident was placed under control.

WED, NOV. 20th, 7:00 p.m. –
3331 Wilson Ave. A fire was report-
ed inside a 2 ½ story dwelling. Lad-
der 32 reported that they were faced 
with a working fire. At 7:11 p.m., Bat-
talion 15 reported that three engines 
companies and two ladders compa-
nies were at work. Automatically ad-
ditional fire units were directed to re-
spond to the incident. Three minutes 
went by before the chief indicated 
that they located an injured occu-
pant. By 7:16 p.m. the main body of 
fire had been knocked down and the 
completed searches all proved neg-
ative officials reported. 

WED, NOV. 20th, 11:15 a.m. –
722 Edgewater Rd. A massive blaze 
ripped through a warehouse build-
ing in the food market consuming 
the commercial structure within the 
Hunts Point Terminal Market near 
Drake St. Due to the type of build-
ing, the fire quick intensified causing 
four alarms to be sounded. Ladder 
48 upon arriving indicated that there 
was a heavy smoke condition push-
ing from the two story structure. At 
11:29 p.m. Battalion 3 transmitted 
the second alarm as searches con-
tinued. Division 6 requested two 
additional ladder companies to as-
sist with the ongoing searches. Con 
Edison crews were needed to help 
contain an active gas leak. The chief 
reported that there were three hose 
lines in operation.  

A third alarm was sounded fol-
lowed by a forth alarm. Due to the 
amount of fire, the smoke-eaters 
were withdrawn from the build-
ing for safety reasons and an exte-
rior attack was established.  Nearly 
three dozen units took part in the op-
eration before the fire was declared 
under control at 3:04 p.m. Ambu-
lance personnel treated 12 injured 
firefighters.



1
1

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
       J

a
n

. 3
-

9
, 2

0
1

4

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
Cops are hunting a 

shotgun-toting bandit 
who’s been on a dan-
gerous robbery spree 
around the east Bronx.

He’s hit three deli’s 
and a pizzeria in a ten-
day period, with his last 
three stickups all on 
Sunday, Dec. 22.

Police said he walks 
into the stores, waves a 
shotgun at workers and 
customers, ordering a 
worker to open the cash 
register before ordering 
them to lay on the floor, 
herding them into a back 
room or in one case, into 
a walk-in freezer. He 
then scoops up the cash 
and flees in a car.

It’s unclear if he has a 
waiting getaway wheel-
man, or drives away 
himself.

Among other efforts, 
investigators are pour-
ing over records of sim-
ilar past robbery pat-
terns and recent release 
records of inmates who 
may have committed 
similar crimes.

They are also asked-
ing the public to help by 
providing any informa-
tion they have. They are 
asked to call the Bronx 
Robbery Squad at 718 
378-8301.

“We’d like to get any 
information from the 
public on this guy as 
soon as possible before 
this possibly escalates to 
someone getting hurt,” 
said one investigator.

The bandit is de-
scribed as a male His-
panic, about 40 years 
old, 5-feet-7 to 5-feet-9 
and weighing about 200 
pounds. 

Police gave this ac-
count of the bandit’s rob-
bery spree:

He first struck at 7:20 
p.m., Thursday, Dec. 12 
at the County Bay Pizza 
at 3233 Ampere Ave. in 
Spencer Estate. With 
two workers and a cus-
tomer inside, he dis-
played a shotgun and or-
dered a worker to “Open 
the register, empty your 
pockets!”

He took about $1,000 
from the register and 
some cash from the cus-
tomer, then ordered the 
trio into the walk-in 
freezer before fleeing.

His robbery spree at 
three locations on Sun-
day, Dec. 22 began at 1:07 
p.m. at the Zerega Deli 
at 1493 Zerega Ave. when 
he pulled a shotgun from 
a red duffel bag and de-
manded money from a 
worker and a customer. 
He ordered both to stay 
in the rear while he fled 
with about $900.

He next struck at 2:45 
p.m. at Franks Place 
Deli at 1971 Bronxdale 
Ave. in Morris Park, 
again pulling a shotgun 
from the duffel bag and 
ordering two workers:  
“Give me all the money 
in the register. Put it in 
a paper bag!” Instead, he 
took the money from the 
register and ordered the 
victims to lay down at 

the back of the store be-
fore fleeing.

He last struck at 3:35 
p.m. at Steve’s Deli at 
1524 Mayflower Ave. 
in Middletown, taking 
$1,100 from the register 
and telling two workers 
to lay on the floor before 
he fled.      

Meanwhile, Sena-
tor Jeff Klein said he 
is working with the 
45th Precinct and local 
merchants on hosting 
a forum in January to 
discuss what local busi-
nesses can do to stay 
safe. 

 “Gun crimes not only 
make our streets unsafe 
for residents, but also 
for our local business 
owners. With the recent 
string of gun robberies, 
we need all hands on 
deck in making sure ef-
fective safety measures 
are in place to prevent 
this from happening in 
the future,” said Klein.

Cops hunting E. 
Bronx shotgun bandit

Cops are looking for this shotgun-toting bandit, caught on surveil-
lance video, wanted for holding up three deli’s and a pizzeria in the 
east Bronx.  Photo courtesy NYPD.
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Torres support
Dear editor,

We would like to express our full support 
for City Council Member-elect Ritchie Torres’ 
decision to back one of the most progressive 
and independent candidates for City Council 
Speaker, Council Member Melissa Mark-Viv-
erito. Ritchie is the sole member of the Bronx 
Delegation of City Council members that is 
backing Melissa for this very important posi-
tion.

Sometimes in life and in government there 
are times when one has to stand on principle, 
instead of standing with the crowd. Even if 
you end up standing alone. 

In the wake of a very contentious City Coun-
cil election, many people questioned the inde-
pendence of this legislative newcomer. 

With this decision to support Melissa, 
Ritchie stands alone. Not for process, nor for 
profi t: But for principle.

It is great to see that he is demonstrating 
to his colleagues in government, and to the 
people he represents, that he is progressive 
and independent, and will support those that 
are as well. 

It is important to stand with other Bronx 
elected offi cials when it is benefi cial to the 
borough. But when we have an opportunity to 
support a well-qualifi ed, independent progres-
sive, who is also a woman of Latina descent, 
we must exercise independence and a political 
spine. 

When it’s all said and done, everyone will 
move on and admire the person who stood up 
for what they thought was right, and not what 
was popular. 

NYC needs a 180-degree reversal of course 
after 12 years of Bloomberg policies. We may 
have a new, more progressive Mayor, but we 
MUST have a City Council Speaker who holds 
Bill DeBlasio’s feet to the fi re on such impor-
tant issues as Mandatory Inclusionary Zoning 
and other changes that are needed to make 
NYC livable and affordable for EVERYONE. 

So, as lifelong residents of the Bronx, and 
people who know how it feels to be the sole 
rebel in the room, we would like to express 
our FULL support of Council Member-elect 
Ritchie Torres’ decision to stand up for pro-
gressive values by supporting Melissa Mark-
Viverito for City Council Speaker. 

You are not alone, Ritchie. 
Thank you, Council Member-elect Ritchie 

Torres!
Raphael Schweizer, Community Activist

Kenny Agosto, Community Activist and 

District Leader - The Bronx

French fried
Dear editor,

In response to , “BP sees Bleu over French 
insult.”

Mr.Diaz , you don’t have to look as far away 
as Paris to know what other countries think of 
the Bronx. 

As someone who has been to Canada on nu-
merous occasions for visits and/or ice fi shing 
, one of the fi rst questions I’m asked is , “ Does 
every one in the Bronx carry a gun ?”  The sec-
ond question is always about the Bronx being 

one big slum area?
I try to explain things and tell them about 

all the beautiful communities in the Bronx 
, and our low crime rate , but they only know 
what they see on their TV’s.

Just like on our news shows , we don’t get 
much good news , and they get none about New 
York and especially the Bronx.

People that travel should be aware of that 
and be ambassadors extolling the good in our 
borough.

So Mr. Diaz , save your energy for the things 
our borough really needs.

The French have never liked us as a people 
and a nation.

Arlene Soto

Traffic woes
Dear editor,

The Bronx ain’t burning; it’s choking!
I doubt there is a reader of this paper who 

has not contended with the daily bottleneck on 
northbound 95 below Co-op City and the back-
up on the Hutchinson River Parkway at Exit 
2.

I am dismayed and disappointed with our 
City and State offi cials and with New York 
City’s departments of Planning and Transpor-
tation for their lack of interest and foresight.  
An omnibus traffi c plan has not been devel-
oped to mitigate the congestion to be generated 
by hundreds and hundreds of cars and trucks 
that will be added to our roadways once an un-
precedented number of new development proj-
ects are opened:

· Macy’s Mall at Bay Plaza
· Outlets at the Whitestone Cinema Com-

plex
· Additional offi ce towers and Atrium at 

Waters Place
· The Marriott Hotel
· 911 Call Center
·  Expanded Bronx Psychiatric Center
· Target Mall, and
· The Ferry Point Golf Course
The result will be signifi cant pollution in 

our neighborhoods, wasted gas, increased 
traffi c accidents and wasted taxpayer money 
as these problems are addressed “after the 
fact,” in decades to come.

It is my understanding that funds have not 
even been allocated to develop a plan that would 

consider all these varied projects as a whole.
So, until some entity takes charge and budgets 
the funds for an omnibus plan, has the plan 
designed, and then constructed, the residents 
of Co-op City, Pelham Bay, Spencer Estates, 
Country Club, Throgs Neck, Ferry Point, Lo-
cust Point, etc. will suffer the pollution and 
traffi c.

At the current pace, I could not expect to 
see any relief until 2025, at best.

A. M. Grauer

Soccer fever
Dear editor,

I read BXTimes everyday because of the in-
depth local reporting.  The story “Soccer Sta-
dium Brawl” seemed a little too slanted to me.  
It focused too much on the negatives - rather 
than the potential positives.  For one thing - 
the local merchants who rely on the Yankees 
would love to have the extra traffi c of another 
sports team. There was recently a story about 
them in another local Bronx blog.

On another note - as one person noted there 
is already a “fever” in that area for the sport.  
There are growing numbers of person from 
various Caribbean and African nations, Hon-
duras, Ecuador, and Mexico for whom soccer 
is their (our) number 1 sport.

Ironically there were some complaining 
about the parks demolished by the new Yankee 
Stadium - but the new Macombs Dam Park is 
much better than what was there before - and 
on any given day you can/will see soccer play-
ers there.

All I’m saying is you all usually have bal-
anced reporting - but it didn’t seem so in this 
instance.  The “activists” just have the loudest 
voice - but they are not the only one.  For in-
stance - I support a rival team of Manchester 
City in England (the majority owners of the 
team) - but even I know that they built a roof-
top park in East Harlem for underprivileged 
kids to play.  I’m pretty sure they would do the 
same thing in the Bronx.... especially since 
that is part of the “soccer culture” in Eng-
land.

 I would love for all journalists (espe-
cially the major ones) who complain about 
the park land that was “taken” - ask why is 
that the new and beautiful “Mill Pond Park” 
sits mostly empty on the other side of the 
Bronx Terminal Mall.  It may not be politi-
cally correct - but someone should be asking 
them.

Kareem Granston

Robo calls
Dear editor,

Senator Charles Schumer recent calling for 
increased penalties for telemarketers who con-
tinue annoying us with spammer and scam-
mer messages even if we are on a 

no call list is just the start.
Can we add all the annoying robo calls 

from Schumer endorsing his favorite primary 
and general election candidates, along with 
his own reelection calls?

Never shy around a microphone or camera, 
we already hear enough from Schumer every 
day.

Larry Penner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor are welcome from all 
readers. They should be addressed care of 
this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454, or e-mail to 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, in-
cluding those submitted via e-mail, MUST 
be signed and with a verifi able address and 
telephone number included. Note that the  
address and telephone number  will NOT be 
published and the name will be published or 
withheld upon request. No unsigned letters 
can be accepted for publication. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all submissions.

LET US HEAR 
FROM YOU

SUBSCRIBING COMMUNITY GROUPS
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Community Association
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association
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$40.00

INSURANCE QUESTIONS?
WE HAVE ANSWERS

1969 Westchester Ave.
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GOLDENCARE MEDICAL CENTER
3134 East Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10461

PHONE: 718-239-1000
Most Insurance Plans Accepted | Se Habla Español

NEW OFFICE HOURS

CALL AND SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

GOLDENCARE MEDICAL CENTER 
HEALTHCARE FOR ALL

Hematology

Podiatry Nephrology

CHANGSOO RHIM, MD
Board Certified 

Multi Specialty Practice

IMMIGRATION PHYSICALS

Internal Medicine

(Near Coddington Avenue)

ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Long suffering residents 

at a Pelham Parkway apart-
ment complex are STILL 
yelling “Tear down that 
scaffold!”

They’ve been waiting for 
almost fi ve years to see the 
elevated platforms lining 
the complex’s perimeter re-
moved.

Dark green construction 
platforms have cast much of 
the sidewalk surrounding 
six buildings at 2100-2110 
Bronx Park East in shadow 
for years now.

Yet, they complain, no 
construction has taken 
place.

“Restaurants won’t even 
deliver here: it’s that dark 
and dangerous,” said Elaine 
Feder, a life-long resident 
there and president of the 
Pelham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Association.

The property owner, 
Park Associates LLC, and 
manager, S.W. Manage-

ment, which is operated by 
real estate mogul Stanley 
Wasserman, claim that the 
scaffold cannot be taken 
down until repairs to the 
building’s façade are com-
pleted.

Property owners were 
slammed with a $10,000 fi ne 
in August 2012 for failing 
to maintain the façade, ac-
cording to city Department 
of Building records.

Management apologized 
for the delay in a letter sent 
to tenants in January, fol-
lowing the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s original report on 
the pesky scaffolds.

“Our architect and con-
struction team are actively 
working with City agencies 
to secure approvals and be-
gin the repairs,” the com-
pany said in the letter.

But nearly a year later, 
repair work has yet to begin. 
The management company 
was unable to be reached 
for comment for this story, 

through city building re-
cords show that the process 
is crawling along.

On Dec. 2, the Depart-
ment of Buildings signed 
off on architect drawings 
and repair plans.  Earlier in 
the year, on Jan. 14, the city 
agency approved the instal-
lation of protective netting 
on the complex.

But residents are not sat-
isfi ed. The scaffolds are both 
gross —they are known to 
collect pigeon dung, said 
numerous residents outside 
the building on a recent 
Friday— and unsafe, they 
charge.

Feder, 68, has lived in 
the complex, made up of fi ve 
buildings surrounding a 
courtyard, since she was a 
little kid. 

“It used to be a nice place 
to live,” she said. “Now, as 
soon I get home every night 
I call my friend just to re-
port that I’m okay —that’s 
how scary it is.”

One apartment was 
nearly robbed in late No-
vember, after four men en-
tered 2108 Bronx Park East 
Nov. 29 with the intent to 
enter an apartment before a 
resident called 911, accord-
ing to a 49th Precinct police 
report.

Precinct commander, 
Deputy Inspector Lorenzo 
Johnson, said that police are 

not sure why the apartment 
was targeted, but one of that 
apartment’s residents, who 
declined to be named, sent 
an angry letter to Wasser-
man blaming landlord ne-
glect for the crime. 

“I am well aware that 
unkempt…neglected prop-
erties are exactly what the 
criminal element seeks as 
inviting venues for its activ-

ities,” she wrote in the let-
ter, obtained by the Bronx 
Times Reporter.

 “Due to the mismanage-
ment of this property —and 
the fact that it ADVER-
TISES its neglect…I have 
no recourse but to consider 
this an essential element in 
the life-threatening, inju-
rious experience we have 
had.” 

Waiting for years to see it removed

Tear it down! After fi ve years, Elaine Feder is still waiting for her landlord to complete repairs on her 
Bronx Park East home.  Photo by Ben Kochma

Tenants hanging over scaffolding
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“MASTERS” of Early Childhood Educa�on 

Educa�ng children from Crib to Kindergarten 

A�ordable tui�on  allowing all children to experience the “Ivy League” di�erence 

 

Now Enrolling children 6 weeks—5 years 

A�er school care available*  

Bronx-   4022 E. Tremont  Avenue                            718-239-5275 

Bayside– 61-58 Spring�eld  Blvd.   718-352-8972 

Deer Park - 80 W. Industry Ct.    631-667-3507 

Manha�an– 776 Ave. of the Americas (6th&27th) 212-683-5545 

Staten Island– 1779 Richmond Ave.    719-982-0202 

* available at select loca�ons 

IvyLeagueEarlyLearning.com 

OPEN HOUSE
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Albert Graziosa, M.D., P.C.

Workers Compensation, No Fault
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465

We Also Have Offices in Manhattan and Queens
To Schedule An Appointment Call

(718) 931-0050
Fax: (718) 931-0264

12/31/13

BY BEN KOCHMAN
You can bus-t a move at 

these Crotona bus stops. 
The Women’s Hous-

ing and Economic De-
velopment Corporation 
(WHEDco) plans to install 
“listening stations” under 
the elevated subway line 
on Southern Boulevard.

Bronxites will be able 
to relax sitting at the fi rst 
initial stop while speak-
ers embedded into an 
overhanging canopy play 
old-school Bronx jams cu-
rated by the nearby Bronx 
Music Heritage Center.

Belmont’s fi rst station 
is set to come in on Free-
man Street and Southern 
Boulevard as soon as this 
February, and if all goes 
well, organizers plan to 
install a few more installa-
tions along the boulevard.

Musical Throwback

Bronx’s listening sta-
tions are designed with the 
idea in mind of honoring 

the borough’s rich musical 
history. WHEDco netted 
a $50,000 grant from the 
city’s Department of Small 
Business Services as part 
of a citywide Neighbor-
hood Challenge program 
that aims to help local eco-
nomic development orga-
nizations enrich commer-
cial strips.

“A lot of people don’t 
know that Southern Bou-
levard is a street that has 
hosted a lot of musicians 
and clubs,” said Kerry 
McLean, WHEDco’s direc-
tor of community develop-
ment.

A musical bus stop was 
chosen as the fi nal design 
in the hopes that it will 
blend into the way locals 
already use the space, she 
said.

“Bus and train lines are 
natural gathering places 
for people,” she said. “We 
don’t want it to be separate 
from how people already 

use the neighborhood.”
Bettering the strip

The stations, designed 
by the Design Trust for 
Public Space, will also be 
outfi tted with lights that 
aim to brighten an often 
dim stretch. Sunlight of-
ten struggles to penetrate 
through the elevated sub-
way line and illuminate 
the street.

Straphangers will be 
able to read about the bor-
ough’s musical history on 
plaques attached to the 
stations while they wait 
for the bus.

“We hope it will distract 
people a bit from the cold,” 
said Caroline Bauer, who 
is part of the Design Trust 
team that engineered the 
stations.

Preliminary designs 
also call for the installa-
tion of greenery on the 
strip as part of the proj-
ect.

Citywide winners

The South Bronx win-
ning proposal was one of 
six grant winners city-
wide. Other new urban 
design projects coming in 
include a new ice rink in 
Bedford-Styvesant, Brook-
lyn and a rebranding of 
125th Street in Harlem 
into the “Uptown Grand 
Central,” complete with 
new lighting and installa-
tions.

The idea behind the 
grants is to spice up com-
mercial strips and spruce 
up neighborhood pride.

“The winners of the 
Neighborhood Challenge 
have proposed innovative 
programs,” said Deputy 
Mayor for Economic De-
velopment Robert Steel 
at a press conference an-
nouncing the winners, 
“And I look forward to 
seeing the difference they 
will make along their com-
mercial corridors, and as 
a model citywide.”

“Listening stations” coming to Southern Blvd line

Waiting for a bus on Southern Boulevard is about to get way groov-
ier.  Photo courtesy Design Trust for Public Spaces

Music to soothe rattle of the El
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Bridal fashion
BRIDAL STYLE BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U in Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com
Brides hoping to add a bit of flair to their outfit need to 
look no further than Bridal Styles. Its showroom has an 
unmatched selection of unique headpieces, veils, and jewelry.

SPOSABELLA COUTURE 
69A 7th Ave. in Brooklyn,  (718) 789–8700,  
www.sposabellacouture.com
This full-service bridal shop has just about everything a bride 
needs like veils, headpieces, flower girl dresses, and a wide 
array of designer gowns.

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com
It has a wide selection of designer gowns and shoes. This 
Bay Ridge dress shop will work with any bride, regardless of 
budget, to find the perfect dress.

Catering & venues
ALLEGRIA HOTEL 
80 W Broadway in Long Beach, (516) 889–1300, 
www.allegriahotel.com 
Allegria Horel, is a chic and sophisticated wedding venue 
in Long Beach with breathtaking ocean views. Its great for 
rooftop or beachfront weddings.

BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St. in Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com
This distinctive catering hall is located in the heart of Bay 
Ridge and can accommodate anywhere from 40 to 250 
guests in its two banquet rooms.

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865, 
www.casapepe.com
Casa Pepe, a Mexican and Spanish restaurant that New York 
Magazine describes as an “elegant restaurant, with garden 
dining in fine weather and a fireplace to warm up the gray 
days of winter” is a great place for a wedding or rehearsal.

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 
Giacomo’s offers authentic Italian cuisine prepared by 
its renowned chefs. Its party room, that has a friendly 
atmosphere, is the perfect place for your bridal shower or 
rehearsal dinner. It offers off-premises catering as well. 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 252–4614
Glen Terrae has been serving Brooklyn for over 50 years 
and offers unique catering options at affordable prices 
for wedding banquets and other special occasions. It also 
features a brand new Caribbean menu.

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8200, 
greenhousecafe.com
Greenhouse Cafe offers a blend of traditions and modern 
food trends and is located in the heart of Bay Ridge. It 
has a full-sized bar and three dining rooms which include 
a beautiful atrium and outdoor dining area. It is ready to 
accommodate your boutique wedding, bridal shower, or 
rehearsal dinner. Valet parking is also available. 

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494, 
www.ilfornettorestaruant.com
Il Fornetto is the only restaurant in Sheepshead Bay with a 
waterfront view. Its banquet hall and authentic Italian cuisine 
is the perfect setting for your wedding reception.

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave. in Brooklyn,  (718) 788–0777, 
www.grandprospecthall.com
Grand Prospect Hall offers a wide variety of traditional 
wedding accommodations. It ensures the highest level of 
service to make your special day like a fairy tale.

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave. in Staten Island,  
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
This new and improved Staten Island venue, which was formerly 
the South Shore Country Club, can provide the perfect and elegant 
backdrop for your reception. It has prime dates still available.

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course at  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com
These two historic venues, each situated on a beautiful golf course, 
can provide the perfect backdrop for your wedding reception.

REBAR 
147 Front St. in Brooklyn, (718) 766–9110,  
www.rebarnyc.com
Rebar, located in the heart of DUMBO, is a gastropub that 
promises to give you a unique “Brooklyn style” wedding that 
is truly an unforgettable experience. 

SIRICO’S  
8015-23 13th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricoscaterers.net
Sirico’s offers elegantly modern accommodations, with the 
care and service that comes from being family-owned and 
operated business for over 85 years.

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH 
BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd. in Staten Island,  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
The Vanderbilt boasts both a luxurious banquet hall and 
magnificent outdoor oceanfront space. It can provide the 
highest quality of service, regardless of your preference.

VILLA RUSSO 
118-16 101st Ave in Queens, (718) 849–0990,  
www.villarussocatering.com
Celebrate your wedding while experiencing the true radiance of 
this elegant Italian style villa that is nestled in the heart of Queens.

Entertainment
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
(718) 974–3214,  
www.facebook.com/360Entertainment,  
hree60djs@aol.com 
360 Entertainment is a DJ and event-planning company for 
all types of events and affairs. It has monthly discounts so 
follow the company on Facebook.

THE AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716–0556, www.bottledancers.com
The Amazing Bottle Dancers’ thrilling 20-minute program is a 
great addition to your wedding reception. 

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath 
Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com
This full service wedding DJ has combined the latest 
technology in music, lighting, and entertainment to make for 
an unforgettable wedding reception.

Event planning
ERRAND BOY’S EXPRESS 
(888) 418–6616 or (347) 946–9298,  
www.ErrandBoysExpress.com
This full-service event planning company offers 24/7 
assistance with lifestyle management , personal assistant, 
concierge, and errand services. It provides assistance for your 
special event or party.   

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com
Thirteenth Avenue Florist is fully equipped and can make 
your wedding day a memorable occasion. It is located in 
Dyker Heights and offers cutting-edge designs and a variety 
of signature wedding packages. 

FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com
Floral Fantasy is an instructor for Brooklyn’s Botanic Gardens 
and has your entire wedding celebration covered with 
bouquets, floral arrangements, and decorations fitting any 
budget.

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com
This company has proudly been serving the tri-state area for 
over 75 years with service, floral designs for different tastes, 
and budget-friendly wedding and reception packages.

MARINE FLORIST AND 
DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or 
(718) 338–3600, www.marineflorists.com
This 100-year-old family-owned and operated florist has your 
ceremony and reception covered on the day of your wedding

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY LTD. 
89-02 165th St., Ste. B1 in Jamaica, (718) 526–4613, 
www.bennysjewelryllc.com
Benny’s Jewelry, LTD sets the standard in fine diamond watch 
making. Twenty years of creating some of the most unique 
jewelry has given it a unique perspective on the pulse of its 
clientele. 

CHIARIELLO JEWELERS 
1135 Morris Park Ave. in the Bronx, (718) 823–0495, 
www.chiariellojewelers.com
Chiariello Jewelers has been a family owned and operated 
business since 1988. It is a full-service jewelry store and 
offers comprehensive and detailed advice at any time. 

TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305, 
www.tivolijewelers.com
Offering a wide variety of unique brands that cannot be 
found anywhere else, Tivoli Jeweler offers the highest quality 
of product while still remaining affordable.

Limousine services
A-CLASS LIMOUSINE 
(800) 760–7125, www.aclasslimousine.com
New York and New Jersey’s #1 limousine specialist has 
wedding packages to meet your budget. Call for a free price 
quote.

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com
Mila is about providing the best service possible to ensure 
the utmost satisfaction by servicing the tri-state area with 
their selection of luxury and exotic vehicles.

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy. in Wantagh, (516) 221–3040, 
www.rjlimos.com
RJ’s will beat the price of any legitimate competitor by 
offering one of the largest selections of new and exotic cars 
on the East Coast with the utmost professional service,

Photography & video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–0949, 
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
Fantasy Photography has over 30 years experience in the 
Metropolitan area and specializes in photo and video 
services for all types of weddings.

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St. in South Richmond Hill,  
(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  
www.glamourmestudio.com
Glamour Me offers one of the best wedding photo and video 
services in New York. It has packages for any budget, with a 
price and quality money-back guarantee.

JOURDAN LEON PHOTOGRAPHY 
(718) 529–4303, jourdanphotovideo.com
Jourdan Leon Photography specializes in wedding and event 
photography and video. It has been in business for t20 years 
and serves the five boroughs of New York.

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St. in Massapequa Park, (516) 690–1320, 
www.onefinedayphotographers.com
This company offers award-winning photography and video 
packages and competitive pricing that can match any budget.

Salons
PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 748–7411,  
www.piloarts.com
This award winning Bay Ridge salon has been serving 
the New York area with exceptional style and service 
for 35 years. It was voted “Top five color salons” in the 
Metropolitan area and has been a choice wedding day-hair-
an- make-up destination.

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (347) 497–5720, 
salonmalave.com 
Salon Malave is owned by master hairstylist Mary K. Berlingeri-
Malave and is home to a special team of experienced and 
dedicated professionals who work tirelessly to pamper and 
indulge their clients. It offers numerous bridal services. 

Services
THE CAMBRIA FAMILY DENTAL 
CENTER 
22802 Linden Blvd. in Queens, (718) 528–8592, 
www.cambriafamilydental.com
Cambria Family Dental Center is dedicated to providing the 
entire family with outstanding preventive and restorative 
dental healthcare. It can give you a perfect smile for your 
big day.

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com
Your smile is Joseph Lichter’s top priority. His entire team is 
dedicated to providing you with the personalized, gentle care 
that you deserve. 

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com
If you teeth have chips, gaps, or just need whitening, Omni 
Dental can solve many issues with minimal visits so your 
smile can be perfect for your wedding day. Call now for a 
free consultation.

Wedding expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com
Bosco’s Wedding Expo puts on bridal shows in the New York 
and Connecticut areas. Visit it’s website to see the remaining 
2013 show dates, and special offers.

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com
Bridal Affair hosts free bridal shows through November 
and across all the boroughs. It features runway shows and 
a variety of vendors. See its website for reservations and 
additional details.

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
Great Bridal Extravaganza knows that your wedding day 
is something special and it wants your help you make your 
dreams come true. Attend a Great Bridal Extravaganza bridal 
show and enter the world of weddings and meet local and 
national bridal professionals like florists, wedding planners, 
caterers, and DJs.

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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920 Allerton Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469 
(718) 654-0500 
FarengaBrosFuneralHome.com 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Islanders will have 

their say about a controver-
sial new bridge, but not in 
the courts.

Bronx state Supreme 
Court Justice Mark Fried-
lander took the City and the 
contractor, Tutor Perini, 
and the residents repre-
sented by the City Island 
Civic Association and plain-
tiff Barbara Dolensek all to 
task.  

He lifted a temporary 
stay on construction on 
the new City Island Bridge 
imposed in November, but 
called for a city Uniform 
Land Use Review Proce-
dure, giving both sides 
something of a victory.

The ruling seemed to 
hold out hope that the po-
litical process could be of 
help to islanders. It stated: 
“a new era is dawning, and 
a long-time Mayor is being 
replaced...CICA members 
might fi nd a change in tone 
by the new administra-
tion which will give more 

consideration for their de-
sires for a causeway bridge 
rather than a cable-stayed 
bridge.” 

However, the ruling 
also went onto say that the 
bridge’s planning process 
might now be too far ad-
vanced for the changes the 

CICA urges.
Senator Jeff Klein hailed 

the ruling – which clarifi ed 
the city’s requirement un-
der ULURP – as a “great 
victory for the City Island 
Community.” 

“From the very start of 
the planning process for 
the replacement of the City 
Island Bridge, we’ve been 
concerned that the City was 
running roughshod over 
City Island residents,” said 
Klein. “With this decision, 
City Island residents can 
be assured that their voices 
are heard. Along with a new 
year, we have a new mayor, 
and will likely have a new 
leader at the Department of 
Transportation. As we be-
gin a new chapter in New 
York City, I believe there 
will be a fresh opportunity 
to reconsider the proposed 
design for the City Island 
Bridge.”

Community Board 10 
District Manager Ken-
neth Kearns has scheduled 
a hearing on City Island 

at P.S. 175 on Wednesday, 
Jan. 15 at 7:30 p.m. on two 
ULURPs relating to anchor-
age points in Pelham Bay 
Park and easements neces-
sary for both construction 
of a temporary bridge and 
the new bridge. 

Those technical matters, 
along with the political pro-
cess, could offer recourse to 
the islanders to make their 
case against the bridge de-
sign.

The ULURP hearing 
could help measure of the 
island’s sentiment against 
the modern cable-stayed de-
sign with a tower soaring 
over 150 feet into the air. 

“This will give us the op-
portunity to have a vote of 
some sort,” said Dolensek. 
“It is not earthshaking, and 
it is not going to prevent the 
bridge from being built, I 
am sure. But at least it will 
give us a chance, the only 
chance we have ever had, 
to be asked our real opinion 
on this and to vote on it.”  

Dolensek noted that in 

the 15 years of planning, 
this will be the fi rst and 
only public hearing to date 
on the matter. 

As part of the ULURP 
process, the review will 
consult with CB 10 and 
Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca, among others, who 
have expressed their sup-

port against the proposed 
bridge, she said.  

Department of Trans-
portation spokeswoman 
Nicole Garcia said that 
the City was pleased with 
the decision because it can 
now take steps necessary 
to building the temporary 
bridge. 

City, opponents both claim wins

Senator Jeff Klein stands with 
City Islanders at the foot of 
the City Island Bridge during 
the announcement of recent 
legal action in November.
 Photo courtesy of Senator 

Judge rules on City Island Bridge 

The City Island Bridge needs replacement.  Photo by Patrick Rocchio 
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 Preston High School re-
cently held their 5th Annual 
Young Artists Exhibition 
Art Show and Competition 
for girls. The Art Show in-
troduces Preston’s Fine and 
Technical Arts program to 
budding 7th and 8th grade 
artists from local schools.   
The exhibit, reception and 
awards ceremony was held 
on Wednesday, December 4.

The theme of this year’s 
Art Show was “Holiday Tra-
ditions“. The competition 
had fourteen entries from 
local surrounding gram-
mar schools including St. 
Angela Merici, St. Clare’s 
and Santa Maria. Admin-

Preston art showcase
istrators and teachers from 
each school nominated their 
students by submitting 
their artwork to the compe-
tition. Entries were judged 
by PHS Art Teachers Eliza-
beth Shireman and Kristin 
Larsen and Graphic Design 
teacher Glen Edelstein. The 
following students earned 
awards for their work:  

1st Place: “Misa de Gallo” 
By Renee Villarama Giron 
of Santa Maria School

2nd Place: “Merry 
Christmas, my baby” By 
Valerie Valentin of Santa 
Maria School

3rd Place: “A Child’s 
Christmas” By Indiana 

Gonzalez of Holy Rosary 
School

Cristina Fragale Direc-
tor of Admissions for Pres-
ton stated “We are honored 
to hold this contest for the 
artistic young students in 
our area. All at Preston 
look forward to this great 
event each year.”

Preston High School is 
a private, Catholic, college 
preparatory school for girls 
located in the Throgs Neck 
section of the Bronx. For 
more information about 
Preston High School, con-
tact Jennifer Geideman at 
(718) 863-9134 x143, or email 
jgeideman@prestonhs.org.

On Friday, December 13, 
hundreds from Woodlawn 
and the Hudson Valley at-
tended a benefi t concert at 
St. Barnabas High School 
in honor of Kalie Gill, a 15 
year old girl from Leitrim 
Co., Ireland, who was killed 
on October 11 when she was 
struck by an out-of-control 
SUV during a church carni-
val, and her 13 year old sis-
ter Lindsey, who was also 
injured in the same accident 
but continues to recover in 
a local hospital. “The com-
munity response was posi-
tive and inspiring,” noted 
Michael DeNobile, concert 
director, coordinator of the 
benefi t, and Kalie’s English 
teacher at St. Barnabas High 
School. “Finally seeing it all 
come together was heart-
warming.”

Performers included lo-
cal choirs from surrounding 
parishes and high schools, 
volunteers from the Catholic 
group Generation Life, the 
McGough Academy and In-
ishfree School of Irish Dance, 
and the Acosta School of Irish 
Music. Broadway legend 
Craig Schulman sang songs 
from his infamous shows 
Les Miserable, Phantom of 

St. Barnabas holds 
memorial concert

the Opera, Jekyll & Hyde, 
and accompanied by mem-
bers of St. Patrick’s Choir 
of Yorktown Heights, Josh 
Groban’s “You Raise Me Up.” 
A Salesian band named Self 
Place, a classic rock band 
called Wide Mouth Frogs, 
and Irish band Celtic Justice 
fi nished the evening. Steve 
Schaefer wrote an original 
song entitled “Kalie,” sung 
by singer/songwriter Jesse 
Terry, set to a slideshow of 
photos of the late teen with 
family and friends. DeNobile 
shared his most memorable 
moment as Noreen Charles’s 
original piece “Kalie’s Tune” 
on the whistle in honor of her 
cousin. “Seeing Noreen per-
form fulfi lled one of my hid-
den agendas I had in organiz-
ing the concert: to provide a 
platform for friends, family, 
and community members to 
use their creative forces as 
part of the healing process, a 
project to focus such energy 
for positive work,” said De-
Nobile. “I’m sure Kalie was 
smiling when that whistle 
graced the stage.”

Raffl es included an ad-
vanced one with a fi rst prize 
of a Celtic Cross from Celtic 
Craftworks, a 50/50, and a 

Chinese raffl e with prizes 
donated from families and 
businesses from the Wood-
lawn and Throgs Neck com-
munities.  DeNobile wanted 
to thank all the volunteers 
from the Woodlawn and St. 
Barnabas communities who 
donated their time and talent 
for Kalie. “The dedication 
and support of all involved,” 
he said, “is a testament to 
what Kalie did in life: bring 
people together for joyous 
celebration.”

Another benefi t was held 
at Rory Dolan’s Restaurant 
on McLean Avenue on Sun-
day, December 15, after a 
1pm Sunday Mass in honor 
of Kalie as part of “The Gill 
Family Benefi t Weekend.” 
Between the two benefi ts, 
much need funds were raised 
to help support medical costs 
and an education fund for 
the Gill family. 

To purchase a CD of “Ka-
lie’s Song” by Steve Schafer 
and Jesse Terry, visit http://
www.cdbaby.com/cd/ste-
phenschaefer1. Any dona-
tions may be sent (and checks 
may payable to) the Gill Fam-
ily Fund, c/o 961 McLean Av-
enue, Yonkers, NY 10704. 

The Irish band Celtic Justice.                                                                                  Photo by Stelios Argiros

Touro College is an equal opportunity institution www.touro.edu/nyscas
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

This fall, St. Lucy’s 

Art, Music and Span-

ish Teacher, Dr. Yvonne 
Martinez Ward, published, 
for the fi rst time, two chil-
dren’s books:  LILY’S DAY-
DREAMS and MARISOL 
MOVES TO THE COUN-
TRY. Dr. Ward previously 
published a poetry collec-
tion, NATURE’S JOY and a 
collection of autobiographi-
cal essays, LIVING THE 
ARTIST’S LIFE.  

As an elementary school 
teacher for many years, and 
as a parent, Dr. Ward felt 
inspired to become a chil-
dren’s book writer. It was 
a long time aspiration to 
write stories for children.  

“In the classroom, I 
found myself telling sto-
ries as part of my teaching 
methods. My doctoral dis-
sertation was on creativity, 
writing and storytelling,” 
Dr. Ward stated.  Children 
learn through listening to 
stories as much as they do 
from telling stories. 

The oral tradition of sto-
rytelling was an infl uential 
factor in Dr. Ward’s deci-
sion to become a children’s 
book author.  Next summer, 
Dr. Ward hopes to publish 
a children’s poetry book in 
addition to a lengthy chil-
dren’s book that has talking 
animals.  

The themes Dr. Ward is 
interested in are: creativity, 
imagination, adventure, 
and discovery.  Dr. Ward’s 
academic doctoral concen-
tration was cognition and 
developmental psychology. 
She completed her M.A. and 
Ph.D. at Fordham Univer-
sity at Rosehill. Dr. Ward 
is also a professional artist 
who has had extensive gal-
lery exhibition experience.  
She had fi ve one-woman art 
shows at a gallery on City 

Island and this past sum-
mer, exhibited her botani-
cal paintings at The Hewitt 
Gallery at Marymount Man-
hattan College - where her 
art hung for four months.

* * *

The city Department 

of Sanitation’s annual 
Christmas tree curbside 
collection and recycling 
program is underway.

The program, which be-
gan Monday, Dec. 30, will 
run through Wednesday, 
Jan. 15, 2014.

City residents should re-
move all tree stands, tinsel, 
lights, and ornaments from 
trees before they are put out 
at curbside for collection.

Clean, non-bagged 
Christmas trees that are 
left on the curb through 
Wednesday, Jan. 15 will 
be collected, chipped, and 
made into compost. The 
compost will be processed 
and subsequently spread 
upon parks, ball fi elds, 
and community gardens 
throughout the city.

In Christmases past, 
the DSNY has typically 
collected about 140,000 
Christmas trees for “tree-
cycling.”

“Recycling Christmas 
trees gives them a second 
life after all the presents 
have been opened and the 
holiday is over,” said Sani-
tation Commissioner John 
Doherty. “Christmas tree 
recycling is just one of the 
many recycling programs 
we offer, and we are very 
pleased to do so. Providing 
collection and recycling op-
tions for residents is envi-
ronmentally valuable and 
benefi ts all our neighbor-
hoods.”

The Parks & Recreation 
Department will be hosting 
Mulchfest 2014 on Satur-

day, Jan. 11, 2014 and Sun-
day, Jan. 12, from 10 A.M. 
to 2 P.M. at drop off sites 
throughout the city.

 To fi nd citywide loca-
tions, visit the Parks & Rec-
reation website at www.nyc.
gov/parks.

The event allows New 
Yorkers to drop off their 
Christmas trees at desig-
nated parks for mulching 
and event attendees can pick 
up free mulch. All lights, or-
naments, and decorations 
must be removed from trees 
prior to drop-off.

“Christmas Day has 
come and gone, but New 
Yorkers can continue the 
spirit of giving by ‘tree-
cycling’ their Christmas 
trees,” said NYC Parks 
Commissioner Veronica M. 
White.For more informa-
tion on Christmas tree col-
lection and recycling and/
or Mulchfest 2014, visit 
www.nyc.gov/sanitation or 
www.nyc.gov/parks or call 
311.

* * *

Community Board 6 

will be holding its annual 
Youth Conference at its 
monthly general meeting 
on Friday, Jan. 17.

The Youth Conference 
will feature entertainment 
and a panel discussion on 
gang affi liation (colors); in-
teractions between youth 
and police; developing a 
constructive attitude to-
wards life; and more.

The general meeting and 
youth conference will be at 
6 p.m. at Community School 
211, 1919 Park Ave., between 
E. Tremont Avenue and E. 
176th Street.

For further informa-
tion, call the board offi ce at 
(718) 579-6990 or by email at 
Brxcb6@Optonline.net.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

St. Lucy teacher/author
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GJONAJ’S COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS EVENT

SANTA VISITS THE SURF CLUB

COMMUNITY BOARD 11 HOLIDAY DINNER 

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj hosted a Christmas party at the Lighthouse on City Island Monday, Dec. 23. 
Thousands of community residents attended the event.

(Above) Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj fl anked by Violeta Vataj on the left and his wife Roberta and 
his chief-of-staff Sonny Vataj on the right. 

Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda, Virgiz Ibanez and Oshrie Zak, Sepulveda’s legal counsel.
 Photos by Alex Belisle

(Left, l-r) Four-Nine Commanding Offi cer Andy Johnson, Four-Nine C.O. James McGeown, and Com-
munity Board 11 Chairman Tony Vitaliano.

Community Board 11 held its Annual Holiday Dinner at Fratelli’s Restaurant on Thursday, Dec. 19. It was 
time of well wishes, remembrance of 2013 moments and honoring of the 49th Precinct for their con-
tinued service to the community. Among those who enjoyed the dinner party were John Squitieri, Eli 
Rodriguez, Tom Messina, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Joe McManus, CB 11 chairman Anthony Vitaliano, 
Inspector Lorenzo “Andy” Johnson, Councilman-elect Ritchie Torres, Bharati Kemraj, Assemblyman 
Luis Sepulveda, Bridget McBrien, Katrina Asante and many board members.              Photo courtesy of CB 11

Surf’s up, and Santa’s in town. Children snapped pictures with the magical man himself Dec. 21 at the 
Surf Club on the Sound in New Rochelle. Each kid who attended also received a free toy.

(Above, l-r)) Fayth Bryant , Santa holding Demetrious Scott, Isaiah Pineda and Elijah Pineda.

(Below) Owner Tony Martello with Santa.                Photos by Aracelis Batista



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 j
a

n
. 3

-
9

, 2
0

1
4

   
 2

2
38TH ANNUAL CAFE NOEL AT HOSTED BY BRONX RESTAURANT & TAVRENS ASSOCIATION

Calvary Hospital in Morris Park held its 38th-annual Cafe Noel Holiday Party on Wednesday, Dec. 18. The festive celebration featuring Santa Claus and the NYPD Emerald Society Bagpipers performing brought 
together families, who have loved-ones in the palliative-care facility, for some much needed Holiday cheer. The event is hosted every year by The Bronx Restaurant & Taverns Association. The event included 
staff and volunteers, and a performance by Gene DiNapoli, singing golden oldies.        

(Above) The NYPD Emerald Society Bagpipers march into the party. 

Santa working the room and sending best wishes to patients. 

(Below) Maria Bayon and family share a moment.

   Photo sby Alexander Belisle

(Right ) Efraim Vasquez and a Calvary 
Hospital volunteer enjoy the party. 
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PRIMAVERA ITALIAN PROGRAM EVENTS

(Right) The Primavera 
Italian Language Program held 
a Christmas party at St. Bene-
dict’s in Throggs Neck on Sat-
urday, Dec. 21. Program leader 
Loretta Zaino MacKnight and 
parents of children in the pro-
gram worked together to make 
the party a reality. Every child 
received a Christmas gift for all 
of their efforts during the year. 
The Primavera program is look-
ing for funding sources. 

WATERBURY LASALLE TREE LIGHTING

The Primavera Italian program held up its banner at this year’s Veterans Day Parade in November.
 The banner was created free of charge by Dorothy Poggi.

(Below) The Primavera Italian Language program spread Christmas cheer during the annual Wa-
terbury LaSalle Christmas tree lighting and visit from Santa at Schneider Sampson Park on Sunday, 
Dec. 8. The group sang the Italian Christmas song “Boun Natale” in Italian to the tune of “Feliz Navi-
dad.” They wrote the lyrics. They also sang “Jingle Bells” in Italian.

Throughout the year, the Primavera Italian Language Program participated in many events. The group 
of young Italian-language learners continually gives back to its community

Photos courtesy of Primavera Italian 
Language Program

The Waterbury LaSalle Community Association held its annual Christmas tree lighting and visit from 
Santa at Schneider-Sampson Park on Sunday, Dec. 8. Santa Claus came in on a horse-drawn sled, and 
after the tree lighting, kids got to meet Saint Nick. Carolers from the Primavera Italian Language 
Program and the P.S. 14 choir lifted the spirts of attendees.               Photos by Patricio Robayo

(Above) Santa Claus arrives.

(Below) After the tree was lit, people stayed to celebrate with Santa and neighbors. 

NEB SENIOR CENTER DIRECTOR HONORED

Council Member Jimmy Vacca presented Sylvia Cozzolino-Ponce with a City Council Citation in recog-
nition of all her great work as Director of the Northeast Bronx Senior Center.

(Above( Vacca visited the center recently and met with Sylvia (right) and her family.
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SENATOR KLEIN’S TOY GIVEAWAY

State Senator Jeff Klein hosted a holiday celebration featuring Christmas treats and a visit from 
Santa Claus at the Throggs Neck Houses Dec. 18. At the event, Senator Klein gave toys away to over 
100 children with the help of high school and college students from the organization Youth Leaders 
on the Move.

(Above, l-r) Deshaw Kryshaun , Tianna Colon and Janela Simms Davifan Simpson hold up their 
holiday gifts. Photo by Walter Pofeldt                         Photo by Walter Pofeldt

LEHMAN
HIGH SCHOOL
BLOOD DRIVE

Donators packed the audito-
rium at Lehman High School on 
Monday, Dec. 9 for the schools’s 
blood drive.  Photo by Walter Pofeldt  

(Right) Niya Capote is un-
daunted by the needles as she 
gives blood at the event.

TEMPLE, DANCE ACADEMY TOY DRIVE

The Vishnu Mandir Hindu Temple and the Bharati Dance Academy collected over 100 pieces of toys for 
Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda for distribution to parents during the holiday season. The donation was 
given to Sepulveda on Sunday, Dec. 22.       Photo by Bharati Dance Academy

ELECTED OFFICIALS HOST HOLIDAY FUN
Elected offi cials came together to hold a Christmas Tree lighting at the eastern-end of Pelham Park-
way, near Pelham Gardens, Stillwell Avenue, and the well-known “Christmas House.” Senator Jeff Klein, 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, and Councilman Jimmy Vacca held the 
event on Pelham Parkway North and Westervelt Avenue on Thursday, Dec. 19. Hand-made ornaments 
for the tree was graciously crafted and donated by students at United Cerebral Palsy and P.S. 76. The 
New York Institute for Special Education performed holiday carols, refreshments and snacks were 
served, and there was a special visit by Santa Claus.                                     Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(Above) Gjonaj speaks at the tree lighting with Santa and with some of the children around him. 

CARDINAL SPELLMAN CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Not at all deterred by a little snow, students at Cardinal Spellman High School displayed their Christ-
mas spirit this holiday season on Tuesday, Dec. 17 in their annual Christmas Concert. The audience was 
entertained by the Spellman Concert Band, Dance Team, Gospel Sensations, Step Team, Twirlers, and 
Flag Corps. Months of preparation and practice paid off, and a wonderful variety of music was pre-
sented under the supervision of Joseph Alfano, band director, and Mila Bello, moderator of the Gospel 
Sensations. Here, the fl ag corps performs at Spellman.               Photo courtesy of Cardinal Spellman High School

DIAZ’S ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY
About 500 crowded into Meas-
tro’s for the annual holiday 
party thrown by Senator Ruben 
Diaz Sr. and Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. Shown waiving 
room (l-r) Diaz Jr., Assembly-
man Luis Sepulveda, Diaz Sr., 
and assemblymembers Vanes-
sa Gibson and Marcos Crespo. 

Photo by George Carva
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After its mayoral en-
dorsement, the project still 
had to endure an arduous 
public review process lead-
ing up to a pivotal City 
Council vote in December. 
Local Councilman Fer-
nando Cabrera hedged on 
whether he supported the 
project, while local busi-
nesses around the armory 
braced themselves as their 
landlords scrambled to sign 
shorter leases, expecting 
later to raise rent.

In November, Cabrera 

came under scrutiny after 
the developer accused him 
of trying to shake them 
down, exchanging support 
for funneling $100,000 every 
year for 99 years into a dor-
mant nonprofi t he is linked 
to. Cabrera’s spokesman de-
nied the allegations.

In the fi nal moments, 
Cabrera got on board with 
the project, after the devel-
opers made last-minute con-
cessions to combat parking 
and traffi c concerns. The 
vote skated to an easy 48-1 
win in the City Council.

FRESHDIRECT
The online grocer deliv-

ery service’s fi ght to relo-
cate from Queens to the Port 
Morris waterfront raged on 
this year.

South Bronx Unite, the 
coalition opposing the move 
because of environmental 
and traffi c concerns, took 
its fi ght to court, alleging 
that the company must do 
an updated environmental 
impact study before con-
struction begins. The group 
also charged that Fresh-
Direct should not be al-

lowed to lease Harlem River 
Yards land that originally 
was owned by the state and 
designated for use as a rail-
way.

A judge at Bronx Su-
preme Court dismissed the 
case in June, but lawyers 
for South Bronx Unite are 
now appealing that deci-
sion.

In December, local Con-
gressman Jose Serrano 
took a shot at FreshDirect 
by using his infl uence to de-
lay a vote that would have 
given the company a $3 mil-

lion loan and $500,000 cash 
grant toward construction.

Meanwhile, the Bor-
ough President and outgo-
ing Mayor Bloomberg con-
tinue to tout the project as 
bringing jobs to a borough 
plagued with unemploy-
ment, with incoming Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s stance on 
the relocation still up in the 
air.

‘RUSTY’S’ TROUBLED 
STABLES

Pelham Parkway’s once 
beloved horse stable’s fate 
—as well as the fate of the 

cherished horse “Rusty,” or 
“Bronco,” who lives there 
— remains unclear as a 
troubled year for the site 
comes to an end.

In spring 2013, a Bronx 
Supreme Court judge or-
dered the stable’s owners, 
Buster Marango and M.O.L 
Realty, to put the property 
up for auction after the own-
ers fell over $20,000 behind 
in tax payments. That auc-
tion was held in November 
at the Bronx County Court-
house, but the new owner 

20132013
A LOOK BACK!A LOOK BACK!

From Page 1

Continued on Page 26

Protestors who demand that the city remove a sidewalk on Pelham Parkway South
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was temporarily stopped 
after Marengo got a judge 
to put the sale on hold. The 
property was a thriving 
horse academy in the 1980’s, 
dubbed Cy’s Pelham Park-
way Riding Academy.  But 
in recent years the site fell 
into disarray. 

A group of neighbors 
tried to restore the stable, 
tending to the site on week-
ends in May and hoping to 
work with Marengo to turn 
the area into a farmer’s 
market with pony rides.

But Marengo has refused 
to work with them, and re-
fused repeated requests 
for an interview with the 
Bronx Times Reporter.

BOROUGH POLITICS
On the Bronx political 
front, some new faces were 
elected to offi ce, incum-
bents beat back challenges, 
while one elected and the 
head of the Bronx Republi-
can Party found themselves 
in criminally hot water, 
while another headed off to 
jail.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. was handily 
reelected, while Richie Tor-
res, Andrew Cohen and for-
mer Assemblywoman Van-
essa Gibson were elected to 
fi ll the seats of term-limited 
City Council members.

Victor Pichardo, a for-
mer staffer for state Senator 
Gustavo Rivera, won by a 
razor-thin margin in a race 
to fi ll the west Bronx seat of 
disgraced ex-Assemblyman 
Nelson Castro.

Morrisania Assembly-
man Eric Stevenson wound 
up under federal indict-
ment charged with bribe 
taking, while Bronx Repub-
lican Party Boss Jay Savino 
pleaded guilty to federal 
bribe receiving charges in a 
scheme to put Queens state 
Senator Malcolm Smith on 
the Republican ballot line 
for mayor, and ex-City Coun-
cilman Larry Seabrook was 
sentenced to fi ve years in 
federal prison for stealing 
money from non-profi ts.

Still to be determined by 
City Council vote Jan. 8 is 
whether South Bronx/East 
Harlem Councilwoman 
Melissa Mark-Viverito 
will hold on to her eight-
vote margin to be voted in 
as next Council Speaker. 
Bronx Democratic Party 
Boss Carl Heastie, who has 
his money on Manhattan 
Councilman Dan Garod-
nick, could be THE big loser 
for the borough’s council 
delegation in committee 

chairmanships and other 
jobs if Melissa wins.

SLOW DOWN!
Neighborhoods borough-

wide applied to the city for 
so-called Slow Zones, which 
reduce the speed limit 
from 30 mph to 20 mph. 
Norwood, Parkchester and 
Westchester Square netted 
the slow zones, while fi ve 
different applications in 
Pelham Gardens were re-
jected.

GENERAL POST
OFFICE WOES

Residents, labor groups 
and elected offi cials ral-
lied in 2013 to keep Bronx’s 
iconic General Post Offi ce 
on Grand Concourse and 
E. 149th Street from shut-
tering.

In a joint letter written 
April 1 to the vice president 
of facilities for the Postal 
Service, a coalition of nine 
City Council members, ten 
New York State Assembly 
persons, six state senators 
and four members of Con-
gress blasted postal brass 
for fast tracking the sale of 
the offi ce on the Grand Con-
course in Melrose.

The United States Postal 
Service, claiming that the 
majority of the building 
goes unused on a day-by-
day basis, wants to cut costs 
by relocating to elsewhere 
nearby.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. and the local 
Community Board both 
oppose the sale, which re-
mains under an appeal pro-
cess. But post offi ce fans got 
one win late in December, 
when the city’s Landmarks 
Commission designated the 
13 historic murals inside 
the lobby as “interior land-
marks,” meaning that any 
new developer would have 
to keep them intact.

NEW SOCCER
STADIUM?

Reports leaked in early 
December that the New 
York Football Club —a con-
sortium owned mostly by an 
Abu Dhabi Sheik and partly 
by the New York Yankees 
—had a proposal on the ta-
ble to build a Major League 
Soccer (MLS) Stadium be-
tween E. 153rd Street and 
the Major Deegan Express-
way.

This summer, the Bor-
ough President penned a 
letter to MLS urging the 
team to consider the Bronx, 
which is full of soccer fans.  
The league had reportedly 
backed out of a plan to move 
to Queens after staunch 

20132013
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From Page 25

Continued on Page 27 Bronco, the horse formerly known as Rusty, still resides at a hotly debated Pelham Parkway stable. Photo by Patricio Robayo
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community opposition.

Some locals are gear-
ing up for another fi ght af-
ter the bruising battle that 
took place in the months 
before the new Yankee Sta-
dium was built in 2009. 
They want a better deal this 
time around, and may fi nd 
an ally in Mayor-elect Bill 
be Blasio, who said recently 
that he had “serious con-
cerns” with the project.

PELHAM PARKWAY
 RECONSTRUCTION
The city’s $36 million 

plan to improve Pelham 
Parkway entered its second 
phase this year, though lo-
cal activists and Commu-
nity Board 11 spent the fi rst 
half of 2013 fi ghting against 
an alleged dangerous side-
walk on Pelham Parkway 
South.

They fi led a lawsuit to re-
move the sidewalk, but that 
lawsuit was dismissed in 
April after a judge said that 
it was fi led after deadline. 
Locals vowed to continue 
to fi ght for the concrete’s re-
moval.

On the bright side, in 
May, work crews for the city 
Department of Design and 
Construction began plant-
ing 200 new trees along the 
main eastbound road of Pel-
ham Parkway South,

And in September, as 
a result of Members of the 
Pelham Parkway Preser-
vation Alliance rallying to 
protect trees, the DDC an-
nounced that it had come 
up with a way to preserve 
trees on Pelham Parkway 
North, which would have 
been destroyed by prelimi-
nary plans to build a side-
walk over them.
WESTCHESTER SQUARE 

MEDICAL CENTER
The New Year was 

greeted with concerns about 
the closure of Westchester 
Square Medical Center, and 
the purchase of its assets 
of by Montefi ore Medical 
Center, which turned the 
facility into a freestanding 
Emergency Department 
and outpatient “ambula-
tory” care center.

The news of the sale 
came in Dec. 2012, but by 
January many of the anx-
ious staffers at WSMC, some 
of whom had been work-
ing there decades, were 
concerned about getting 
(or not getting) new jobs at 
Montefi ore. They were also 
concerned about news jobs 
that could be far away from 
where WSMC was located. 
Some did get jobs, some did 

not. 
Meanwhile, some with 

medical knowledge in the 
community expressed con-
cerns about the freestand-
ing Emergency Department 
concept being untested be-
fore in New York State. 

Others questioned the 
wisdom of closing a full-ser-
vice hospital when the near-
est hospital a little over a 
mile away, Weiler Hospital 
at Albert Einstein College, 
also a Montefi ore facility, 
reportedly has patients with 
“hallway assignments.” 
New York State Nurses As-
sociation offi cials say this 
means that overcrowding 
has forced inpatient beds 
into hallways because of 
lack of rooms for privacy, 
which can be important 
when certain medical pro-
cedures are performed. 

With the new Afford-
able Care Act’s individual 
mandate now in effect, 

Montefi ore appears to be 
consolidating many of the 
Bronx’s and Westchester’s 
medical options into one 
large non-profi t entity, em-
ploying about 18,000 people 
but also exerting serious 
pressures on the market for 
health care now not only in 
the Bronx, but throughout 
the region. 

CITY ISLAND BRIDGE 

The legal battle the 
erupted recently over the 
City Island Bridge, 15 years 
in the making, is likely to 
be settled this year with the 
islanders fi nally getting a 
public hearing through the 
Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure process. The 
ULURP will deal with an-
cillary matters related to 
the reconstruction of a new 
bridge to replace the over 
century-old current bridge.

Many islanders object to 
the modernist cable-stayed 

20132013
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From Page 26

Continued on Page 28

Disgruntled Montefi ore nurses

The Pelham Grand 
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design that will see a tower 
over 150 feet tall on the new 
bridge. Resolution of legal 
action this fall seems to in-
dicate that the matter will 
be taking place through the 
ULURP.  

Many of the islanders 
wanting a smaller bridge 
may have their best hope in 
a change of heart on the de-
sign from the de Blasio ad-
ministration. 

PELHAM GRAND 

It is sort of like a soccer 
ball being kicked around, 
bouncing from idea to idea: 
what to do with the former 
hospital building at 1870 
Pelham Parkway South in 
Pelham Bay? 

Two different planned 
assisted living plans for 
the building have fallen 
through, most recently a 
scuttled plan called the 
“Pelham Grand.” 

As the building sits va-
cant, Assemblyman Mi-

chael Benedetto and veter-
ans advocates have been 
looking into the possibility 
of some sort of facility as-
sisting veterans at the loca-
tion. 

ASSISTED LIVING 
BRAWL ON CITY IS-

LAND 
The City Island Civic As-

sociation has been fi ghting 
a proposed assisted living 
facility for the corner of 
Schofi eld Street and City Is-
land Avenue, sending both 

their attorney and associa-
tion members to the Board 
of Standards and Appeals 
to plead their case. 

The group pushing for 
the facility, the Italian Hos-
pital Society, is not based 
in the Bronx. Many is-
landers are concerned be-
cause the group is seeking 
a zoning variance to build 
a larger building than the 
zoning normally allows, 
with much greater density 
than that of a typical build-

ing on the island. Once the 
variance is granted, it can 
be used for other projects 
if the assisted living plan 
falls through. 

The BSA twice requested 
that the IHS go back to the 
drawing board. Documents 
fi led before the BSA show 
that the soil at the location 
likely needs environmental 
remediation. The proposed 
facility, which would not sit 
on the waterfront, is never-
theless in a fl ood zone, ac-

cording to maps. 
The BSA has granted 

the IHS a third try in re-
designing the plans for the 
facility, and those plans 
are due in January if there 
is not a postponement. The 
IHS proposed a similar fa-
cility, the Italian Home for 
the Aged, in Westchester 
County, but it never hap-
pened. 

From Page 27

20132013
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Soon to be the Kingsbridge National Ice Center
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Diffi cult fi nancial 
times have forced 
many people young 

and old to alter their life-
styles in order to stay afl oat 
fi nancially. Though un-
employment has garnered 
most of the headlines as the 
economy has struggled the 
last several years, it’s not 
just those of working age 
who have felt the pinch.

In a 2010 study from the 
University of Michigan Law 
School, researchers found 
that people age 65 and older 
are the fastest-growing seg-
ment of the U.S. population 

seeking bankruptcy protec-
tion. There’s no single cul-
prit, but the state of Florida 
could offer valuable insight 
as to why the nation’s older 
citizens are increasingly fi l-
ing for bankruptcy.

Many retirees call Flor-
ida home, and in the past, 
could tap into their home 
equity whenever they be-
gan to struggle fi nancially. 
However, like most of the 
country, Florida’s housing 
market is depressed, mak-
ing it less viable for seniors 
to tap into their home eq-
uity to solve their fi nancial 

problems. In fact, according 
to a study by the Admin-
istrative Offi ce of the U.S. 
Courts, bankruptcy fi lings 
increased by 118 percent in 
states where the home price 
index decreased.

For many seniors fear-
ful of fi nancial struggles, 
living on a fi xed income can 
be a helpful way of ensur-
ing their future does not in-
volve fi ling for bankruptcy. 
Living on a fi xed income 
is a defi nite challenge and 
certainly offers no guaran-
tee that bankruptcy can be 
avoided, but it does provide 

a framework seniors can 
rely on to keep their heads 
above water during diffi cult 
economic times.

• Make an honest as-
sessment. Write down any 
sources of income, includ-
ing Social Security pay-
ments, pension payouts, in-
vestments, etc. Then write 
down how much money you 
have in savings.

Once you have an accu-
rate fi gure of both income 
and savings, write down 
all your monthly expenses, 
including all expenses, no 
matter how minute they 

may seem. From here you 
can determine just how 
much you can spend each 
month.

• Prioritize spending 
habits. Some expenses, in-
cluding medications and 
monthly utility bills, will 
always remain a top pri-
ority. However, those who 
must begin living on a fi xed 
income need to prioritize 
how they spend their dis-
cretionary funds. For in-
stance, a membership at the 
local country club can cost 
several thousands of dol-
lars per year, whereas the 

local public golf course only 
charges players each time 
they play. 

• Find it for free. People 
pay for many services each 
month that they could very 
well fi nd for free. Instead of 
paying a monthly subscrip-
tion cost, visit the local li-
brary and read the maga-
zines there for free. If the 
local library does not have 
your favorite periodical, 
the content could very well 
be available for free online.

For more on living on 
a fi xed income, visit the 
AARP at www.aarp.org.

LEARNING TO LIVE ON A FIXED INCOME
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1468 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461
Tel 718-881-9200
Fax 718-231-8024 

www.bronxwood.com

Schedule a consultation and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

@ Experienced, warm and sensitive care for persons living in their own home
@ The only Bronx-based Home Care agency
@ Proudly serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens and Nassau County
@ Professional, personalized and compassionate care 
@ Sensitivity to cultural and religious needs
@ Helping patients optimize their health, quality of life and sense of well being
@ Care is delivered under the direct supervision of a registered nurse
@ Grooming, hygiene, dressing, assistance with activities and housekeeping
@ Safe ambulation, medication reminders and incontinence care
@ Live-in and support services, nursing and therapeutic care
@ Respiratory Therapy, Audiology and Traumatic Brain Injury
@ Nursing Home Transition and Diversion Waiver
@ Multi-lingual Home Health Aides (HHA’s) and Personal Care Aides (PCA’s)
@ Nurse on-call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
@ Employee verification phone line
@ Licensed by N.Y. State Department of Health
@ Medicare, Medicaid, private pay and private insurance accepted

Perfect for
Bronxwood Home Care.

Not ready
to move out of 
her own home.

Ready  
to share life’s 
new experiences.
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
for some of the 
best years of their life.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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Dear
Friend:
We would like to take 

this opportunity to in-
troduce you to Bronx-
wood, a luxurious as-
sisted living facility 
located in the northeast 
Bronx. Bronxwood may 
provide the answer to 
the housing needs of 
you, a friend or a rela-
tive desiring a comfort-
able, home-like envi-
ronment that delivers a 
wide range of services 
performed by an experi-
enced, caring staff.

Bronxwood is an 
ideal living arrange-
ment for those who no 
longer want, or are able 
to, shop, clean, prepare 
meals and perform many 
other daily chores. In 
addition, we can provide 
assistance with personal 
care tasks such as bath-
ing, dressing and groom-
ing. While Bronxwood is 

able to cater to the needs 
of frail elderly persons, 
we also welcome more 
self-sufficient seniors 
who will feel equally at 
ease here.

 Bronxwood can pro-
vide a viable alterna-
tive to the isolation and 
security issues that se-
niors who spend many 
hours alone each day 
often face. Bronxwood 
is not a nursing home 
and therefore offers a 
warmer and less restric-
tive environment than 
the hospital-like atmo-
sphere of skilled nurs-
ing facilities. People liv-
ing at Bronxwood are 
able to maintain a high 
degree of privacy and 
self-sufficiency while 
availing themselves of 
the services best suited 
to meet their individual 
needs.

 Bronxwood is li-
censed and regulated 
by the New York State 
Department of Health. 
The entire facility is li-
censed as an adult home. 
Additionally, one hun-
dred and seventy-seven 

beds are licensed as the 
Bronxwood Assisted 
Living Program, which 
allows us to provide an 
enhanced degree of per-
sonal care and health 
monitoring services.

Bronxwood’s on-site 
medical suite enables res-
idents to receive health 
services conveniently. 
Primary care physicians, 
as well as specialties in-
cluding podiatry, optom-
etry, physical and speech 
therapy, opthamology, 
psychology and urology, 
are regularly scheduled 
at Bronxwood. Staff can 
assist with the coordina-
tion of on-site and off-site 
medical appointments, 
diagnostic tests and pro-
cedures. There is also an 
on-site nursing office for 
the provision of skilled 
services such as injec-
tion therapies and wound 
care.

A dynamic activities 
program affords resi-
dents the opportunity to 
share entertaining and 
stimulating social expe-
riences. In addition to 
daily on-site activities, 
we offer trips to a variety 
of enjoyable locations, 
such as  restaurants, 
retail stores, Atlantic 
City, Yonkers Slots and 
various cultural events. 
Bronxwood is designed 
to encourage socializing, 
with several large, at-
tractive and comfortably 
furnished living rooms 
and recreational spaces 
where residents can 
gather, in groups large or 
small, to enjoy each oth-
er’s company. The din-
ing room, where three 
tasty, nutritious meals 
are served by our profes-
sional wait staff daily, is 
graciously appointed to 
enhance your meal time 
experience.  

The Bronxwood case 
management staff is 
available to assist resi-
dents with financial, 
medical, personal, and 

other issues. Our knowl-
edgeable, highly expe-
rienced case managers 
will act as your liaisons 
in navigating the often 
complex world of govern-
ment agencies, medical 
institutions and social 
service organizations. 

One of our most impor-
tant and rewarding re-
sponsibilities is helping 
residents adjust to their 
new home at Bronxwood 
as seamlessly as possi-
ble.

We invite all inter-
ested seniors, as well as 

their friends, relatives 
and service providers, to 
visit Bronxwood to learn 
more about the many ser-
vices and amenities we 
furnish. Please call to ar-
range a tour. We accept 
both private pay and SSI 
eligible residents.

BRONXWOOD
A Luxurious Assisted Living Facility

1468 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461
Tel 718-881-9200
Fax 718-231-8024 

www.bronxwood.com

ELDERCARE ADVERTORIAL
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Family
BRONX/RIVERDALE August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The city’s outgoing 

mayor thinks the Bronx is 
on the up – and up.

The borough is a far bet-
ter place to live now com-
pared to when he took offi ce 
in 2001, proclaimed Mayor 
Bloomberg Saturday, Dec. 
21 from the roof of a Third 
Ave. garage in Melrose.

Bloomy has spent his 
fi nal days as Mayor tout-
ing his accomplishments 
throughout the fi ve bor-
oughs on a farewell tour. 
Chief on his Bronx agenda 
was announcing that the 
city would reach its goal of 
creating 160,000 units of af-
fordable housing citywide 
under his watch. The bor-
ough’s newest development, 
“La Central,” is slated for a 
2015 groundbreaking.

But housing isn’t the only 
area where the Bronx has 
improved over Bloomberg’s 
three terms, he argued, 
noting that the borough is 

safer, smarter and more 
economically strong than it 
was 12 years ago.

And his offi ce has got 
the statistics to back up 
Bloomy’s boast. 

Public Safety

• Through Dec. 15, over-
all crime in 2013 is 23.9 per-
cent less than it was in 2001 
—19,657 in 2013 compared 
with 25,830 at the same time 
in 2001

• Murders have fallen as 
well, with 76 boroughwide 
in 2013 through Dec. 15 com-
pared with 186 at the same 
time in 2001

• Shootings (18.6 percent 
drop) and traffi c fatalities 
(25.4 percent drop) are also 
down in 2013 compared to 
in 2001
POPULATION GROWTH

• 67,154 more people live 
in the Bronx today than in 
2001, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau

• The Bronx’s immigrant 
population has jumped 22 

percent over ten years, with 
the borough now housing 
over 47,000 immigrants

EDUCATION
• 213 new schools opened 

under the Mayor’s watch, 
including Bronx Success 
Academy in 2010, which 
was named a top-25 elemen-
tary and middle school 
Statewide
JOBS, DEVELOPMENT

• Private sector jobs are 
up over 23,915 since 2002, 
mostly due to growth in in-
dustries like tech, tourism 
and fi lm

• Six new hotels have 
opened in the borough since 
2002, with another three un-
der development

PARKS
• 45 new parks have been 

installed in the Bronx, and 
the city acquired 137 acres 
of parkland and 108 acres of 
waterfront land 

• More than 211,900 new 
trees have been planted in 
the borough

HOUSING
• The city has fi nanced 

preservation and construc-
tion of more than 54,163 af-
fordable housing units in 
the Bronx

ARTS AND CULTURE
• More than 60 projects 

have been completed since 
2001, including renova-

tions of the Bronx Mu-
seum, Wave Hill House, 
the Bronx Zoo Lion House 
and Bronx River Art Cen-
ter; and a new parking ga-
rage at New York Botani-
cal Garden

• The city commissioned 
26 permanent Bronx pub-
lic art installations

PUBLIC HEALTH
•Both the borough’s 

men and women live over 
three years longer on av-
erage than they did in 
2001

•Between 2002 and 
2012, the borough’s smok-
ing rate fell from 25.2 per-
cent to 15.8 percent

Bloomberg touts boro growth

Mayor: Bronx better than ever

The mayor touted the improvements his administration has made to the Bronx with affordable hous-
ing development Via Verde in the background. Photo courtesy Mayor’s Offi ce
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IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

ALL ABOARD!
Join Thomas and Driver 

Sam on a new, fun-fi lled, 
sing-along mini perfor-
mance adventure by helping 
them decorate the station in 
time for the big Sodor sur-
prise party before the guest 
of honor arrives!

 Parents and caregivers, 
bring your camera to have a 
photo-op with Thomas.

The show, which opened 
Jan.1, will run through Jan. 
26 at the Garden.

There are between two 
and four performances a 
day; times vary between 
11 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Visit 
nybg.org for the full sched-
ule.

All Aboard with Thomas 
& FriendsTM is included in 
the All-Garden Pass, which 

also grants admission to the 
Holiday Train Show. Pric-
ing: Adults $20, Seniors/
Students $18, Children ages 
2–12 $10, Children under 2 
free.

All Aboard with Thomas 
& FriendsTM joins the Bo-
tanical Garden’s Holiday 
Train Show, which features 
large-scale model trains 
traversing more than 140 
replicas of New York land-
marks such as the Empire 
State Building, the old Yan-
kee Stadium, the Brooklyn 
Bridge, and the original 
Pennsylvania Station—all 
created from plant parts 
such as gourds, berries, pine 
cones, leaves, and seeds.

The Holiday Train Show 
is on exhibit through Janu-
ary 12.

And while families are 
there with the children, 
they can also bring them 
to The Everett Children’s 
Adventure Garden, which 
is open all day for explora-
tion.

Kids can participate 
in a scavenger hunt, ex-
plore Holiday Train Show® 
Houses, and play in the 
Greenhouse.

Weekdays, January 2 - 
January 12, guided activi-
ties are held 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 
p.m., and on weekends, 
through January 12 from 10 
a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

The New York Botanical 
Garden is located at Bronx 
River Parkway (Exit 7W) 
and Fordham Road. 

Visit nybg.org for more 
information.

• Rock On The Bronx ........................................................................ 35

• Just About Taverns ....................................................................... 35

• Do You Remember: Distinguised Engravers ........................... xx

Thomas the Tank Engine, NY Botanical Garden, 

Thomas Tank Engine at Garden
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Happy New Year. 
Throughout the many 

years of this columns exis-
tence there have been many 
twists and turns but mostly 
the focus has been on bars 
and bands with a side of 
strong opinion. 

For 2014 “Rock on the 
Bronx” is morphing into 
a more laser-like vision of 
bands; that is to say every-
thing about rock bands. 
Specifi cally what it’s like to 
be in one, start one, main-
tain one, and much more. 

Rock on the Bronx will 
aim to dissect the wonder-
ful feeling, and sometimes 
heartbreak, of simply join-
ing up with other musicians 
trying to create rock art. 

For those who have ex-
perienced it there is no 
greater pleasure than doing 
a successful gig or writing 

and recording that great 
song. 

The Bronx Times Re-
porter hosts many differ-
ent and interesting ongoing 
articles about all kinds of 
things. 

I hope you enjoy this col-
umn as I renew back to the 
spirit of the original mis-
sion: local rock bands and 
what that world is like. See 
me next week the new jour-
ney begins right here.

 Rock on! Rock out!

WELCOME 2014! Happy 
New Years to all. 

As we enter the begin-
ning of a New Year we look 
back on the previous year 
and we think about our 
goals for the New Year. Lots 
of us think 2013 was terrible 
and couldn’t wait for it to be 
over, I try to take the good 
with the bad, sure there 
were some bad times in 
2013, but then again there 
were a lot of great times. 
Its seems the good always 
out weight the bad. And re-
member, some people have 
it worst then us take some 
time and see what you re-
ally have and be grateful.

How about some goals 
for 2014, no, I’m not talking 
about joining a gym. How 
about some realistic goals, 
ones that are not out of our 
reach, simple goals. This 
year I’m going to try and 
have my cars oil change ev-
ery 3 months, I’m going to 
try and take out the garbage 
in time, I would really like 
to try and take every Friday 

off from work so I can have 
a 3 day weekend. Whatever 
your goals are for the New 
Year I hope you achieve 
them.

On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 18th the Bronx Tavern 
Association hosted their 
annual Café Noel Christ-
mas party at Calvary hospi-
tal. It’s been around 35years 
now that members of the 
Tavern Association and 
volunteers from Calvary 
hospital hosted the party 
for patients and their fam-
ily. It’s a very festive affair 
that includes music, food 
entertainment and plenty 
of smiles, and a special visit 
from Santa Claus. I would 
like to thank a few volun-
teers that took some time 
out of there busy shopping 
time. Thank you to Vivi-
enne, Mike, Phyllis, Chris-

tina, Bobby Flowers, Gene 
DiNapoli and all the won-
derful volunteers from Cal-
vary hospital.

The Sandman was 
back in town last week-
end. Jay “in the style of 
Sinatra”Sands was making 
his rounds last weekend 
trying to hit some of the 
Karaoke spots, Jay came 
by The Scotts Place café on 
Friday night to say hello to 
some old time friends and 
of course to sing a song. On 
Saturday night Jay paid a 
visit to his long time pal Vi-
vienne, also on hand to say 
hello to Jay was Freddy Flip 
Lando.

Any Bronx bar or res-
taurant that would like to 
contribute to this column 
you can contact me on my 
email at…thebarman58@
gmail.com. Let me know 
of any birthdays or special 
events. 

Keep patronizing our 
Bronx bars. See ya next 
week

Vintage high school dance photos
 If you performed in a 

band at Bronx grammer 
and high school dances 
between 1961 and !970, 
send pictures to justnut-
smusic@aol.com for pub-
lication. 

This is a music bi-
ography of some of the 
bands that where around 
during the ‘60s in the 
Bronx. 

Send permission with 
photo for publication. 

900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx NY 10454

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
$8one year $12two years
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Early distinguished engravers lived in Morrisania
Among the very early 

residents of Morrisania 
was the Hall family.  Henry 
Bryan Hall was born in 
London in 1808 and moved 
to America in 1850 with his 
eldest son and the following 
year he sent for the rest of 
the family and they settled 
in Morrisania.  He was a 
well-known engraver and 
portrait artist who enjoyed 
painting miniatures on ivo-
ry but was best known for 
his engravings.  Among his 
early works produced in 
England was his portrait of 
Napoleon III and in Amer-
ica he became famous for 
his renderings of George 
Washington.  

When he settled in 
Morrisania, his reputation 
as a fine engraver followed 
him.  He had eight children, 
four sons and four daugh-
ters and three of the boys, 
Henry Jr., Charles and Al-
fred eventually went into 
the engraving business 
with him and they kept 
their office at 22 Park Place.  
Henry Bryan Hall Junior’s 
works are often confused 

with his father’s and it still 
creates problems for those 
who study art.  All four boys 
fought in the Civil War and 
Ernest, liking the military 
service, enlisted again, this 
time in the Navy.  After be-
ing mustered out, he went 
to law school and became 
a well-respected lawyer 
who defended many of the 
cases against the City of 
New York.  He was elected 
a judge of the City Court in 
1881. Two of the four daugh-
ters, Anne and Emily, mar-
ried and the other two, Alice 
and Eliza, remained single.  
Henry Jr. made good use of 
his Civil War experience 
by engraving scenes and 
important military figures 
from that war.  All Hall en-
gravings and paintings are 
now quite valuable.  

An 1871 Morrisania 
directory lists four Halls 

from this family.  H. B. 
Hall (senior) is listed as 
an engraver living on the 
south side of George Street 
(now 166th Street) between 
Forest Avenue and Boston 
Road.  H. B. junior is also 
listed as an engraver liv-
ing on the south side of 6th 
Street (168th Street) in the 
first house west of Union 
Avenue.  His brother, Al-
fred, is listed as an engrav-
er residing on the north 
side of Garden Street (143rd 
Street) in the sixth house 
west of College Avenue.  
Ernest, the lawyer, resided 
at the south side of Spring 
Place in the first house west 
of Boston Road and had his 
office on the south side of 
Fifth Street (167th Street) 
near Washington Avenue.  
He later also worked from 
his office at 64 William 
Street. He died from pneu-

monia at age 76.  Many of 
the old street names have, 
of course, been changed.

Henry Bryan Hall Sr. 
was the most famous of 
the Hall engravers and he 
passed away at his Bronx 
home on April 25, 1884.  He 

had been associated with 
the Putnam publishing 
family and was especially 
noted for engraving im-
portant participants in the 
American Revolution.  He 
died from blood poisoning 
after an illness of several 

weeks.  Most of his works 
are in private collections 
but should you come across 
one in an art gallery or mu-
seum, remember that it was 
probably created right here 
in the Bronx. 

An engraving by Henry Bryan Hall, Sr. of George Washington at age 30 at his home in Mount Vernon.

REPRINTED FROM 1/14/2010
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Country Life, Twin Labs, Schiff, Solgar, New Chapter, Nature’s Way 
Vitamins & Herbs, Source Natural, Nature’s Herb’s and Jarrow

WE ACCEPT EBT

HEALTHY LIVING

WE CARRY A
WIDE VARIETY OF
FRESH ORGANIC PRODUCE 

GLUTEN FREE FOODS

HOMEOPATHIC PRODUCTS 

AND SO MUCH MORE

2173 White Plains Road
OPEN

7 DAYS
Just South of Pelham Parkway

718-931-4335

SALE - 25% OFF
MSR

SALE - 50% OFF
MSR

INFORM

WE ACCEPT MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

SALE ENDS 01/31/14

PHOTOGRAPHER?
The Bronx Times Reporter 
is Looking for Freelance 
Photographers to cover 
the Bronx. Car Required!

If Interested, Call

718-742-3395

Stay informed & stay in style. Read the Bronx Times Reporter newspapers

Gene DiNapoli, New 
York’s number one El-
vis tribute, is bringing 
his show for two shows 

Gene DiNapoli to perform 
at B.B. King’s January 4th

this Saturday, January 4th, 
to B.B. King’s club in Times 
Square.

Two shows will be per-

formed at noon and 3 
p.m.

Call (212) 997-4144 for 
advance tickets.

Come celebrate Edgar 

Allan Poe’s birthday at 
the Poe Park Visitor Cen-
ter with live readings of 
his best-known short sto-
ries and poetry from 2 
p.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, 
Jan. 11.

The non-profit perfor-
mance group Staten Is-
land OutLOUD will lead 
readings, but all are free 
to join in.

The event is FREE and 
open to the public. All ages 
are welcome.

The readings are part 
of a a series of events in 
January to celebrate the 
205th anniversary of the 
famous American poet’s 
birth.

Poe Park is named for 
Edgar Allan Poe (1809 - 
1849), who lived for three 
years in a white farm-
house on the property. 

The farmhouse, now 
called Poe Cottage, is adja-
cent to the Visitor Center.

Staten Island Out-
LOUD is a grassroots per-

formance project that or-
ganizes readings of world 
classics, historical texts, 
and other compelling 
works across New York 
City.

 * * *

Lehman College’s 

Center for the Perform-

ing Arts, 250 Bedford Pk. 
Blvd. W., will present Te-
atro, a four-man British 
vocalist group, on Satur-
day, Jan. 4 at 8 p.m.

 The show will be fol-
lowed by a special New 
Year’s celebration in the 
lobby in front of the box 
office, with the audience 
meeting members of the 
vocalist group.

Tickets are $25 to $45; 
$10/ages under 12).

For more information, 
call (718) 960-8833.

* * *

JASA Van Cortlandt 

Senior Center offers Se-
nior Fitness on Mon. AM, 
Exercise or Tai Chi on 
Tues. AM, Gentle Exer-
cise on Wed. AM , Flowing 

Yoga on Wed. PM, Yoga 
on Thurs. AM and Tone 
& Stretch on Fri. AM. All 
exercise instructors are 
certified. 

Call the center at 718-
549-4700 for dates and 
times of these classes.

All meals at JASA Van 
Cortlandt Senior Center 
are catered by Mauzone 
(kosher) Meal Service. 

Refreshments are 
served at every cultural 
arts and/or celebratory 
event.

It is located in the Van 
Cortlandt Jewish Center 
at 3880 Sedgwick  Ave. (on 
the first floor). 

Take the Bronx #1, 2 or 
10 bus to the intersection 
of Sedgwick Ave. and Van 
Cortlandt Ave. West.  

For more information, 
please call the center of-
fice at 718-549-4700.

JASA Van Cortlandt 
Senior Center is funded by 
NYC Dept. for the Aging, 
UJA- Federation of NY 
and by special grants from 

Edgar Allan Poe’s birthday celebration
Council Member Andrew 
Cohen and Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr.

* * *

This week, Wave Hill 

celebrates the return of 
concerts to Wave Hill 
House’s magnificent Ar-
mor Hall, after a two-year 
renovation of the house. 
Glyndor Gallery comes  
alive as well, as the 2014 
Winter Workspace artists 
settle into their residency  
in the galleries. 

This week, by the way, 

begins the first of a num-
ber of free  workshops that 
Winter Workspace artists 
will offer, wonderful op-
portunities for  visitors 
to learn about the artists’ 
studio practices. 

Reservations are re-
quired  for both the con-
certs and for Winter Work-
space workshops—and 
space is limited.  

Outdoors, there is 
plenty to inspire, from 
birding walks to a stroll 
with the  dapper Charles 

Day, horticultural inter-
preter extraordinaire, 
who introduces all to some 
of the stately trees in our 
landscape that date back 
to Toscanini’s tenure here 
at Wave Hill in the 1940’s. 

The Family Art Project 
this week also resonates 
with Toscanini as we con-
tinue to pay homage to 
Wave Hill’s  illustrious, 
historical residents. 

Hats off to all this cre-
ativity!
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Public hospitals and 
libraries are community-
based institutions that 
should not be judged by 
profi t and loss statements 
and should not be dimin-
ished by the city to revenue 
centers when these proper-
ties are sold.

We have seen some of 
the deleterious effects of 
closing hospitals around 
the city -- with large areas 
of Brooklyn underserved as 
well as tony neighborhoods 
like Greenwich Village.

And we have witnessed 
the plans over the past six 
years to downsize librar-
ies, a horrible idea when 
our city is experiencing 
fast-growing inequality, a 
spiraling down education 
system and a shrinking of 
resources for the elderly 
and the unemployed.

In 2007, the city sold the 
Midtown Manhattan Don-
nell Library on 53rd Street, 
a place where I spent nu-
merous hours as a teenager 
in high school. The new 
plan is to shrink by at least 
two-thirds the new library 
and create the oxymoronic 

Libraries are sacred institutions by Tom Allon

TOM ALLON

“bookless library.”
What? A bookless li-

brary sounds like a futur-
istic idea that misses the 
forest for the trees. Even in 
a digital age where books 
are being scanned and cata-
logued, there are still many 
in our society who prefer to 
gain knowledge from ink 
on paper and we should not 
disregard them. Also, many 
of the poor and elderly don’t 
have access to the Internet 
or can’t afford to buy books 
for a Kindle or iPad.

There is one group in 
New York, Citizens Defend-
ing Libraries, which has 
been fi ghting the good fi ght 
the last three years and has 
been successful in slowing 
down the Central Library 
Plan and the rush to mone-
tize and shrink libraries in 
Manhattan and Brooklyn. 

Led by the dynamic 
husband-wife team of Caro-
lyn McIntyre and Michael 
White, this group has pro-
tested, served lawsuits 
against the New York Pub-
lic Library and the city. Per-
haps most importantly they 
have educated elected lead-

ers about this problem and 
last summer received the 
support of Bill de Blasio, the 
new mayor.

In the thick of the may-
oral campaign in July, de 
Blasio wrote a letter as pub-
lic advocate to Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg, decrying 
the NYPL renovation plans 
and the sale of two midtown 
libraries.

Here is a brief excerpt 
from that letter from de Bla-
sio: 

“The city’s three public 
library systems are critical 
public cultural institutions 
and have served our city 
well -- supporting scholars 
and independent research-
ers, providing resources 
and services for immigrants 
and job seekers and serving 
as an intellectual home and 
refuge for lifelong learners 
and avid readers. 

“Over the past 12 years, 
these institutions have 
faced budget cuts and pub-
lic divestments, struggled 
to meet operating costs, 
been forced to reduce hours 
and services, and suffered 
from hundreds of millions 

mul t i p l y  t h e  good
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of dollars in deferred main-
tenance on aging air condi-
tioners, boilers, computers 
and roofs. But these fi scal 
challenges are not a ratio-
nale to engage in drastic 
measures — if anything, 
they underscore the need 
for prudence, frugality and 
caution.”

Amen.
It looks like Citizens De-

fending Libraries stalled 
long enough to get a new 
mayor who is extremely 
sympathetic to their cause. 
I suspect and hope that de 
Blasio will show equal pas-
sion for saving libraries as 
he has with hospitals.

Public libraries are one 
of the great equalizers in 
our society and at this stage 
of growing inequality, we 
can ill afford to lose any. In 
fact, we should fi nd money 
from the city and state bud-
gets to expand hours and 
grow the library system 
further. And not lose any 
more books in “bookless li-
braries.”

It may not be the sexiest 
public policy issue, but ku-
dos to Citizens Defending 

Libraries and the candidate 
who supported its cause.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-

backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.
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Lose fi fteen pounds. 
Break that bad habit. Enroll 
in an adult education class. 
Adopt better savings habits. 
We all know that New Year’s 
resolutions are easy to make 
on December 31, and harder 
to keep in the cold light of 
January 1. Fortunately, the 
YMCA of Greater New York 
has for over 160 years been 
a place where New Yorkers 
come day-in, day-out to dis-
cover their best selves and 
realize their goals. As Bronx 
residents ready themselves 
for the big night of promises 
made, the Bronx Y is happy 
to offer these ten practical 
tips to help people achieve 
their personal goals in 2014:

1. Repeat, repeat, re-
peat: Redrafting your reso-
lution and displaying it at 
home, in the workplace, in 
your gym locker, in a card 

Bronx YMCA New Year’s resolutions matter
in your wallet, etc., is a 
great way to remind your-
self of the commitment 
you’ve made to yourself!

2. Don’t keep it to 
yourself: Announce your 
commitment to friends, fam-
ily, and colleagues. Similar 
to having a workout buddy, 
nothing motivates would-
be resolution keepers quite 
like working together with 
a friend, family member, or 
loved one. “Publicly declar-
ing one’s resolution, hold-
ing yourself accountable, 
and building a network 
of support is a great way 
to reach one’s goals,” says 
Lori Rose Benson, YMCA 
of Greater New York VP of 
Healthy Lifestyles. 

3. Use social media: 
Update your friends and 
family about your progress 
using social media tools 
like Facebook, Twitter, Pin-

terest, and Instagram. “So-
cial media is making it eas-
ier and more fun than ever 
before to track one’s prog-
ress and engage others,” ex-
plains Benson.

4. Divide and con-
quer: “Resolutions that 
involve major lifestyle 
changes can sometimes 
seem daunting,” explains 
Benson. “Make those com-
mitments less intimidat-
ing by ‘chunking’ them 
and dividing them up into 
smaller, more managable, 
or incremental short-term 
goals.”

5. See your doctor: 
Before making any health-
related resolutions be sure 
to discuss your lifestyle and 
wellness goals with your 
doctor. “Some people make 
well-intentioned but unreal-
istic and even ill-informed 

resolutions concerning 
their weight, workout rou-
tines, and general health,” 
says Benson. “A yearly 
physical with your primary 
care physician is a great op-
portunity to discuss your 
health and wellness goals 
for the year ahead.” 

6. Mark your calen-
dars: Treat your resolution 
as a year-long campaign by 
mapping out milestones on 
your calendar and setting 
achievable monthly goals. 
(e.g., “No Television Tues-
days,” “Spending Freeze 
February,” etc.) 

7. Purchase a pe-
dometer: Medical research 
has demonstrated that peo-
ple who wear pedometers to 
measure their activity end 
up moving more each day—
nearly a full extra mile! If 
your resolution involves 
fi tness or weight loss, con-

sider making this small but 
important investment.

8. Make it a Teach-
ing Moment: New Year’s is 
a fantastic opportunity for 
parents and guardians to 
teach their children about 
the importance of set-
ting and keeping realistic 
goals—and achieving them 
with hard work, dedication 
and support. “If others are 
depending on you and your 
resolution is made as part 
of a deeper understanding 
of broader aims and expec-
tations,” suggests Benson, 
“you’re much more likely to 
accomplish your goal before 
the calendar year is out.”

9. Keep a resolution 
diary: “Recording one’s 
daily progress is one of the 
most effective ways of ad-
hering to one’s resolution,” 
says Benson. “It also makes 

for inspirational reading 
after you’ve achieved your 
goal!”

10. Join the YMCA of 
Greater New York!: There’s 
one place in New York City 
where every activity rein-
forces one’s commitment to 
youth development, healthy 
living, and social responsi-
bility. [Starting on Dec. 26, 
the Bronx Y will be waiv-
ing the joiner’s fee to make 
the Y even more affordable 
for Bronx families!] Learn 
more at www.ymcanyc.org/
bronx.  

When it comes to mak-
ing and keeping New Year’s 
resolutions, the Bronx Y 
believes there is strength 
in numbers. To learn more 
about how to get involved 
and give back at the Y, visit 
Bronx Y.

Temple Hatikva and the 
Bronx Jewish Community 
Council issued a major “To-
dah Rabah”, “thank you”, 
for the community’s par-
ticipation in the recent food 
bank drive.  On Friday, De-
cember 20, hundreds of do-
nations of non-perishable 
food items were received 
by Temple Hatikva so that 
they could be distributed 
to the less fortunate in our 
community.

Temple Hatikva spiritual 
leader, Rabbi Harry Hertz-

Temple Hatikva thanks 
all Food Bank donors

berg, noted:  “We know that 
we have always had a very 
generous community, but 
we were overwhelmed by 
the response to our efforts 
on behalf of those that are 
in need at this time of year.  
We are truly grateful to all 
our congregants, friends 
and neighbors for their 
wonderful participation in 
this worthwhile project.”

Cantor Kyle Cherry 
added:  “We have once again 
proven that when all of us 
work together, we can ac-

complish wonderful things.  
There are now families who 
will be able to truly enjoy 
this holiday season due to 
the caring of their neigh-
bors.” 

The Bronx Jewish Com-
munity Council runs a 
year-round food bank in or-
der to assist those in need 
in our neighborhood.  For 
more information, please 
feel free to call Temple Ha-
tikva at (718) 792-1109 or via 
e-mail at TempleHatikva@
aol.com.
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District Attorney 
Robert T. Johnson an-
nounced that a 32-year-
old Bronx man and a 
23-year-old Yonkers man 
are facing respective 
terms of up to thirteen 
years imprisonment and 
nine years imprisonment 
for their roles in identity 
theft rings that cost sev-
eral banks total losses of 
more than one and a half 
million dollars.

Shawn Fagan, a/k/a 
“S”, a co-director of one 
identity theft ring, pled 
guilty to one count of 
Enterprise Corruption, 
a Class B felony offense. 
Markese Jones, a/k/a 
“Kese”, pleaded guilty to 
two counts of Enterprise 
Corruption, a Class B 
felony, and two counts of 
Criminal Possession of a 
Forged Instrument in the 
second degree, a Class D 
felony. Jones assisted 
in making forged docu-
ments and recruiting 
people for both identity 
theft rings uncovered by 
investigators. The guilty 
pleas by Fagan and Jones 
were entered before Act-
ing State Supreme Court 
Justice Martin Marcus 
who set sentencing for 
Fagan on January 16, 

2014, and for Jones on Janu-
ary 30, 2014 in Part H78.

Under the terms of the 
plea agreements Judge Mar-
cus will sentence Fagan, of 
1011 Washington Avenue, the 
Bronx, to 6 ½ to 13 years im-
prisonment and Jones, of 159 
Saratoga Avenue, Yonkers, to 
3 to 9 years imprisonment.

The convictions were 
the result of a long term 
investigation started by 
the Offi ce of the Bronx Dis-
trict Attorney and later ex-
panded to include the U.S. 
Secret Service and the U.S. 
Postal Service. The investi-
gation was launched after 
customers with J.P. Mor-
gan/Chase complained that 
funds had been withdrawn 
from their accounts. While 
working with investigators 
from J.P. Morgan/Chase it 
was discovered that cus-
tomers from as far away 
as Louisiana and Florida 
had been victimized. Dur-
ing the course of the in-
vestigation eavesdropping 
warrants were obtained to 
further the investigation. 
Investigators also logged 
hundreds of hours of physi-
cal surveillance of these 
two defendants and other 
alleged members of the two 
identity theft rings.

The rings would obtain 

the names, addresses 
and other personal in-
formation of hundreds 
of victims and create 
counterfeit identifi ca-
tion documents, driver 
licenses and fraudulent 
bank cards in the names 
of those customers. The 
counterfeit picture ID 
would contain a pho-
tograph of a so called 
“runner”, an individual 
who would be driven to 
a bank branch with a 
forged withdrawal slip 
to withdraw funds from 
a victim’s account. In 
some cases counterfeit 
checks would be drawn 
on the account or funds 
would be transferred to 
other accounts, or funds 
would be withdrawn via 
an ATM. Investigators 
uncovered thousands of 
such transactions dating 
as far back as 2009 which 
resulted in losses totaling 
more than $1,500,000 for 
J.P. Morgan/Chase, and 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars more from TD 
Bank, Bank of America, 
and Citibank.

Fifteen other indi-
viduals who also were 
indicted as part of this 
investigation are still 
awaiting trial.

Identity theft ring convictions
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BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
The Feast of Seven 

Fishes is a tradition that is 
very popular on Christmas 
Eve in the Italian Ameri-
can community.  There are 
variations of course, some 
families serve 9 or more 
types of fish, and different 
explanations abound as to 
the reason behind the cel-
ebration. 

First, a disclaimer:  
for my immediate family, 
we never celebrated this 
meal because my mother 
did not like seafood.  In-
stead, we ordered chinese 
food and ate at home.   My 
grandmother, back when 
she still lived in Harlem 
above her sister’s restau-
rant, would refuse to come 
to the Bronx until Christ-
mas morning.  My aunt 
Carmella would close the 
restaurant and they would 
cook up dishes I could 
not even imagine.  When 
I was in college, one of 
my friends invited me to 
her family’s Seven Fishes 
meal and I ended up join-
ing them for a number of 
years.  

And then finally, one 
year I convinced my mom 
and dad to accept the in-
vite and we joined her 
family for Christmas Eve 
at my aunt’s restaurant, 

Patsy’s. I’m pretty sure it 
ended up being one of the 
last times the meal was 
celebrated there as soon 
enough my aunt sold the 
restaurant and moved in 
with her daughter, where 
the tradition continued.  
Nowadays, my sister in 
law usually handles the 
cooking for the Christmas 
holiday and she also does 
not like seafood.  I’ve been 
waiting for an opportu-
nity to host this meal, but 
it just doesn’t seem logisti-
cally possible, so I decided 
to create my own way to 
do it.  

For many years my 
mom hosted a “cousins 
Christmas party” in which 
she invited all of the mem-
bers of her generation.  
This was when they were 
all empty nesters in their 
50s and 60s and they would 
have a grab bag and act like 
kids, arguing over who got 
a pair of socks and who 
got a can of mushrooms.  
It was time to make this 
our tradition and I sent 
out “save the date” emails 
in August to ensure that 
everyone would be able to 
attend on 12/14 (instead 
of 12/24 I guess....).  I of 
course did not take into 
account a snowstorm, so a 
few couldn’t make it, but it 

ended up being a hoot.  
For the first half of 

the evening we all stood 
around my dining table 
which was filled with plat-
ters representing my ver-
sion of the Seven Fishes 
dinner - a way to celebrate 
us, my cousins who are 
the descendants of seven 
siblings.  Since this wasn’t 
a traditional sit down din-
ner, I gave myself a little 
leeway to make things easy 
and suitable for grazing.  I 
made a salad of canned 
Italian tuna, white beans, 
garlic and shaved fennel 
with olive oil, plus a plat-
ter of smoked salmon with 
lemon slices and capers, a 
bowl of smoked whitefish 
salad and some crostini 
counted as three dishes 
and all required close to 
no real cooking.  For the 
smoked fish, I stuck to 
Acme Seafood, which is 
a local producer and is 
available at Costco, which 
also carries sleeves of the 
canned Italian tuna (a ter-
rific kitchen staple).

Keeping this meal lo-

cal is not easy and so I had 
to settle for “wild caught” 
and steered clear of any-
thing “farmed”.   I made 
a baked whitefish with a 
sprinkle of pesto bread-
crumbs, a lot of olive oil 
and 8 minutes in the oven 
at 425 degrees.   I served 
this on a platter with lemon 
slices but I could just as 
easily served it over pasta.  
I found a great recipe on-
line for “Savory Crab-
meat Stuffed Mushrooms” 
which was a huge success.  
I made Shrimp Cocktail 
which I served with a 
cocktail sauce I made from 
the green cherry tomatoes 
that grew wild in my gar-
den this summer.  

But no Feast of Seven 
Fishes would be complete 
without cod, dried salt 
cod specifi cally.  We’ve all 
seen those packages at the 
store - plastic bags with 
dried fi sh - cheap too, but 
scary to most and simply 
passed up.  If you’ve never 
tried dried salt cod, this is 
the time of year to give it a 
try and the recipe I found 
- Portuguese-style Salt Cod 
Fritters with Lemon and 
Olives (epicurious.com) - is 
really easy and very fam-
ily friendly.  I have made 
them a number of times 
and would recommend 

this recipe if you’ve ever 
wanted to try cooking with 
salt cod but were afraid to. 
Who would not love a deli-
cious fried morsel dipped 
in a great sauce?    

I dipped into my trea-
sured jar of Preserved 
Lemons and chopped up 
one lemon quarter (rind 
and all) very fi ne, whisked 
it into a half cup of mayon-
naise and a squeeze of fresh 
lemon.  I poured the mix-
ture into a bowl and served 
it with the codfi sh fritters 
and scattered cured black 
olives and more lemon 
slices on the platter.  

Food started running 
out and so we cleared the 
table, put on the coffee 
and gathered in the liv-
ing room for grab bag dis-
tribution and then a game 
of Pictionary.  We laughed 
like kids and all agreed 
this was a tradition worth 
keeping.  

With tradition in mind I 
move from Seven Fishes to 
New Years wishes.  In my 
year end column last year, 
I proposed that we adopt 
“climate chaneg” as an at-
titude - as a way to look at 
each other as partners as 
opposed to adversaries.  It 
was only a few weeks be-
fore that I started writing 
this column, my way of 

speaking my mind and of-
fering a solution and a way 
for us to connect through 
food.  I have tried to not 
be reactionary, but I have 
not been entirely success-
ful.  And so my wish this 
year for the new year is 
the same as my last - that 
we continue to connect 
through food.

By gardening and grow-
ing food, we connect with 
the earth.  By harvesting 
and cooking food we share 
experiences that span gen-
erations.  By eating good 
food, pure food and not 
processed chemistry ex-
periments, we ensure our 
health as well as our fam-
ily’s.  When we buy food 
from local sources we help 
provide jobs for people in 
our own community.  

I’m looking forward to 
2014.  DCAS has finished 
renovations to the LPCA 
civic center and we will 
soon be announcing plans 
for an open house, cook-
ing classes, a pet adoption 
event, recycling events 
and many other commu-
nity-centered activities.   
Check out Al Belfiore’s 
“LPCA Civic Center” col-
umn for more details.

In the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in 
the world.

Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, 
JR.

A new year has been 
born, and with it, an op-
portunity to initiate a 
fresh approach to the 
challenges facing both the 
Bronx and the nation con-
fidently and honestly. 

There is room in the 
political landscape for 
viewpoints and opinions 
of every variety.  There is, 
however, no room for dis-
honesty.  For far too long, 
we have endured rampant 
dishonesty on the part of 
government, politicians, 
and the media.

The pretense that the 
economy is getting better 
must be cast aside.  It is 
not.  Far too many Ameri-
cans continue to languish 
either unemployed or un-
deremployed in jobs far 
beneath their capabili-
ties.

Gimmicks, such as 
propping up the economy 
through the printing of 
more dollars, will even-
tually cause a massive 

economic crisis that will 
resemble the German hy-
per-inflation in the early 
part of the Twentieth Cen-
tury. 

Opposition to the devel-
opment and utilization of 
natural resources in New 
York have continued and 
expanded the depression 
that affects the northern 
regions of our state.

The Bronx in particu-
lar has been devastated 
by unemployment levels 
far above that of the na-
tional average.  Baseless 
economic policies aimed 
at winning the support of 
uninformed voters have 
contributed heavily to 
this. 

One example is the 
current dispute over how 
to increase wages.  The 
proven, common sense 
method is to increase the 
demand for workers by 
bringing in more busi-
ness.  Unfortunately, the 
opposite approach, simply 
passing a law to increase 
the minimum wage, is 

the method preferred by 
our civic leaders, in an 
attempt to win union dol-
lar support for their re-
election.  This will merely 
chase even more employ-
ment out of the borough, 
both through competition 
from other areas and a 
heightened drive towards 
automation.

The illusion that Wash-
ington can revitalize 
America better than the 
private sector must be fi-
nally put to rest.  Every-
thing big government can 
do has been done, and it 
has been an utter failure.  
$700 billion in stimulus 
dollars were wasted.  The 
41% increase in entitle-
ments didn’t reduce pov-
erty. It’s time to allow the 
private sector to do what 
it does best, bring pros-

perity. 
In the Bronx, the es-

tablishment of Business 
Improvement Districts 
(BIDS) has brought a re-
newed opportunity for 
prosperity.  Westchester 
Square is already see-
ing the benefits of this 
concept.  Hopefully, East 
Tremont Avenue will soon 
see its own BID.

It’s time that the pre-
vailing attitude that 
America can survive with-
out a prosperous middle 
class be put to rest. Let’s 
be bluntly honest: the pre-
vailing political winds 
have been catastrophic 
for the individual, hard-
working American fam-
ily. Continued high taxes, 
especially those that pe-
nalize two-income fami-
lies and small businesses 
have wrecked havoc, as 
have redistributionist 
policies which penalize 
the middle class for the 
supposed benefit of the 
poor.  It is especially de-
moralizing to that middle 

class to realize that, when 
all benefits available to 
those alleged poor who 
know how to navigate the 
system are added up, they 
end up with more than 
those who work or operate 
small businesses.

Finally, the reality of 
an increasingly dangerous 
world must be dealt with.  
Despite the nonsensical 
diplomatic platitudes, the 
planet is in more danger 
of a major conflict than at 
any time since World War 
II.  International stabil-
ity is rapidly disintegrat-
ing, a process largely due 
to America’s withdrawal 

from world leadership 
and the reduction of our 
armed forces.

These problems will 
begin to be resolved when 
we remove the blinders 
our politicians and media 
have saddled us with.

2014 can be a happy 
new year, but only if we 
confront its challenges 
with courage and intellec-
tual honesty.

Contact COMACTA 
at nycommunityaction@
gmail.com; tune into our 
affiliated radio broad-
casts, and visit our web-
site at comactainc.com.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello All!
Nothing to write about 

this week, so I’m wish-
ing all the readers of the 
Bronx Times Reporter 
and especially the Fans of 
this column a Very Happy, 
Healthy New Year. The 
best to all of you.
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ers on schedule, offi cials 
plan to break ground some-
time in 2015 on “La Cen-
tral,” a mixed-use 184,000 
square-foot megaproject 
that will rise in what is now 
an empty patch bordered by 
Bergen and Brook avenues 
and E. 149th Street in Mel-
rose.

Plans for the project call 
for more than just hous-
ing: a new YMCA branch, a 
10,000 square foot veterans 
mental health clinic and a 
rooftop astronomy center 
are all on the agenda, as 
well as 72,000 square feet of 
new retail space.

But the project’s cor-
nerstones are its 985 apart-
ments. Ninety-six of those 
housing units are set aside 
for supportive housing for 
formerly homeless veter-
ans and New Yorkers living 
with HIV/AIDS. Offi cials 
have earmarked the rest 
for “affordable” housing, 
depending on the neighbor-
hood’s average median in-
come.

“This project has it all. 
Middle-income, low-income 

and those with special needs 
will be able to enjoy all of 
the amenities this develop-
ment has to offer,” crowed 
Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr..

Exact costs for the 
apartments will not be fi -
nalized until at least after 
construction begins, said a 
spokesman for the city’s De-
partment of Housing Pres-
ervation and Development. 

Offi cials cannot break 
ground until a deal is struck 
with the project’s laundry 
list of developers: BRP De-
velopment Corporation, 
Hudson Companies Inc., 
Common Ground, Comuni-
life, The Kretchmer Compa-
nies, ELH Mgmt LLC, and 
the YMCA.

The city hopes to roll out 
“La Central” in two phases, 
the fi rst involving three 
buildings:

•A 211-apartment com-
plex with a 48,000 square 
foot YMCA-community fa-
cility at ground level, as 
well as a rooftop farm and a 
Montefi ore diabetes preven-
tion center

•A 279-apartment build-

ing with retail space and a 
138-seat parking garage in 
the basement 

•A 160- apartment com-
plex with the mental health 
clinic, to be run by Comu-
nilife

The project’s second 
stage includes a commu-
nity recording studio, and 
a rooftop telescope that will 
be used by the Bronx High 
School of Science.

Those interested can ap-
ply in the city’s housing lot-
tery by opening an account 
at www.nyc.gov/housing-
connect. 

“La Central” is the 
latest in a series of sub-
sidized housing develop-
ments changing the face of 
the South Bronx, known 
for decades as an area of 
urban plight, where build-
ings were more likely to de-
cay and be abandoned than 
built anew.

“Growing up here was 
growing up in ruins,” said 
Kenny Agusto, a South 
Bronx local who serves as 
treasurer of Nos Quedamos, 
a group that aims to better 
South Bronx living.

In November, offi cials 
broke ground on the $46.9 
million Soundview Family 
Housing project, which is 
expected to bring 206 low-
income apartments to a 
site overlooking Soundview 
Park.

In 2012, the splashy 222-

unit Via Verde complex 
opened a few blocks north of 
the HUB, on E. 156th Street 
and Brook Avenue. 

It’s all part of the large-
scale plan to revitalize the 
area.

“Even in the face of a na-
tional recession, we made 

investments in an ambitious 
affordable housing plan, 
the largest any U.S. city has 
ever seen,” Bloomberg said 
in a statement, “that will 
keep Bronx neighborhoods 
moving forward and lead to 
a brighter future for the en-
tire city.”

Mega-plans for Melrose development
From Page 1

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

Construction is slated to begin on the South Bronx’s latest megaproject in 2015. 
 Photo courtesy FxFowle Architects
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Hayes blows out Christ the King

“I think it is one of the greatest wins we’ve had 
since I’ve been here from a mental toughness 
standpoint.”

MANHATTAN COACH STEVE MASIELLO.........................PAGE 51

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Cardinal Hayes was in a giv-

ing mood with Christmas ap-
proaching. 

The Cardinals shared the 
scoring by posting four players 
in double fi gures to hand rival 
and host Christ the King a 69-48 
beating in CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens Class AA boy’s basket-
ball on Dec. 20. The Royals, the 
defending state Federation cham-
pions, beat Hayes in last year’s 
intersectional semifi nals. 

“When we play together and 
share the ball and play as a team 
that’s how the stats will come out 
all time,” said St. Joseph’s Uni-
versity-bound point guard Sha-
var Newkirk. That’s how we will 
be able to beat tough teams like 
Christ the King.

Newkirk, Mustafa Jones 
and Nathan Ekwu all scored 14 
points for Hayes (6-0). Chris Rob-
inson added 11. Jones said the 
coaching staff had an early sea-
son talk about the little bit of of-
fensive selfi shness they say.  All 
of that seems to be behind them 
right now. 

“We have a lot of talent and 
we have to play together when 
I see that I feel like I’m getting 
through to them,” Hayes coach 
Joe Lods said. “It was defi nitely 
a step in the right direction to-
day.”

Jones was the catalyst for 
much of the Cardinals success. 
He was active offensively in the 
paint, hit the glass and fi nished 
in transition. Jones capped an 
11-0 run to end the fi rst half with 
at one-handed slam in transition 
to end Hayes into the locker room 
up 34-24.

“It kind of hyped everyone up 
on the team and brought us into 
the locker room with a lot of mo-
mentum and we took that into 
the second half,” Jones said. 

The Cardinal were fi nally able 
to exploit the absence of Christ the 
King point guard Andre Walker. 
CK coach Joe Arbitello would not 
comment on why Walker did not 
play. Hayes was able to get Royals 
star Rawle Alkins his fourth foul 
in the third quarter and force 
someone try to get CK into its 
offense. It resulted in turnovers 
and easy points and a 56–31 lead 
heading into the fourth. 

“They wanted to make a state-
ment,” Arbitello said of Hayes.

Alkins led the Royals with 
18 points, but just fi ve came af-
ter half time. The trio of Jones, 
Ekwu and Akintoye Ojo helped 
hold CK center Adonis Delarosa 
to just three points. The depth at 

the position is something Hayes 
lacked a year ago. 

“Last year we didn’t have a 
lot of size,” Jones said. “It made 
it diffi cult to guard Adonis. This 
year with the size that we have it 
takes a load off a lot of us.”

Lods expects a much different 

game if they see the Royals in the 
post season. He joked they have 
beaten CK (3-1) in 30 years and 
Jones called the game a measur-
ing stick type win. 

“To beat a perennial power 
like Christ the King is a very big 
deal for the program,” Lods said.

Akintoye Ojo (l to. r.) and Clive Allen battle Christ the King’s James Leonard for the rebound.  Photo by Ken Maldonado

Games being played in weather 
like Sunday’s are always sloppy. 
The game between DC and NY 
had nothing at stake except per-
sonal stats to be used in contract 
negotiations. After beginning the 
season 0-6, the Giants then went   
7-3 to end up 7-9. Jenirgan had 
57yds. rushing and 90yds. receiv-
ing; Hillis carried 17 times for 56 
yards. Manning and Painter were 
12-32, 156, 1 sack, 1int. The Gi-
ants D had 3 sacks and 2int. It was 
scary when Eli limped off with a 
sprained ankle.

Jets  (8-8) 20  

Dolphins (8-8)  7

Geno was 17-27, 190 sloppy 
yards, but had zero sacks, and 
zero ints. Powell carried the ball 
17 times for 76 of the teams 154 
yards. Nelson and Kerley each 
had 5 catches for 66 and 40 yards 
respectively. Santonio Holmes had 
3 grabs for 41yards. Jets defense 
held Miami to 91 yards rushing.
Why Should The Yankees Mess 

With Johan?                                                      
Wallace Matthews asked.                                                                                          

“He has missed two out of the 
past three seasons due to injury. 
He will turn 34 a couple of weeks 
before Opening Day. And you can 
count the number of pitchers who 
have successfully returned to the 
major leagues after having not 
one, but two surgeries to repair 
a torn shoulder capsule, on two 
fi ngers. Provided those fi ngers 

WEEK 17   
Giants (7-9) 20   

Washingtons (3-13) 6

Continued on Page 51
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The Bronx was painted 

red this season with Car-
dinal Hayes and Kennedy 
emerging as the borough’s 
best squads. 

Hayes beat rival Mount 
St. Michael on Thanksgiv-
ing Day for just the second 
time in 32 years to claim its 
fi rst CHSFL Class AA title 
since 1981 behind Steven 
Batista and backup quar-
terback Roberto Nunez. 
Kennedy took down its rival 
Kennedy in the regular sea-
son and won its fi rst play-
off game under fourth-year 
head coach Andy Lancberg. 

DeWitt Clinton found its 
quarterback of the future in 
Brandon Harris and Mount 
St. Michael again over-
achieved under longtime 
coach Mario Valentini. Here 
are the players who helped 
make this a memorable sea-
son for Bronx football.  

ALL-BRONX
PLAYER OF THE YEAR: 

TIM POINDEXTER,
CARDINAL HAYES

Poindexter lived up to 
all the preseason praise 
heaped on the super com-
petitive sophomore run-
ning back. He could run 
you over or cut around mul-
tiple defenders on his way 
to the end zone. Poindexter 
was second in the CHSFL 
in rushing with 1,292 yards 
and scored 15 touchdowns. 
Two of those scores, includ-
ing the game winner, came 
in the CHSFL Class AA 
championship game against 
Mount St. Michael. 

ALL-BRONX 
COACH OF THE YEAR: 

C.J. O’NEIL,
CARDINAL HAYES

O’Neil knew when the 
year began that he had a 
chance to do something spe-
cial with this group of Car-
dinals. He made sure that 
opportunity didn’t go to 
waist by turning in the best 
coaching job of his career to 
win the CHSFL ‘AA’ crown. 
The mistakes and mental 
errors that had plagued 
Hayes in the past were no 
more. Instead they were ex-
tremely disciplined, men-
tally tough and personifi ed 

O’Neil’s enthusiasm for the 
game.  
ALL-BRONX FOOTBALL 

FIRST TEAM:
LB/WR

STEVEN BATISTA,
CARDINAL HAYES

Batista was on of the he-
ros of the title game. The se-
nior linebacker was all over 
the fi eld for the Cardinals to 
help stifl e Mount’s running 
attack. He recovered a fum-
ble pitch with Hayes try-
ing to hold on to the lead in 
the fourth quarter. Batista 
also made 23 catches for 448 
yards and six touchdowns. 

QB/DB
MARVIN BURGESS JR.,

TRUMAN
The senior was a dual 

threat for the Mustangs. 
Burgess posted 1,294 total 
yards and 12 touchdowns. 
He was also a force on the 
defense end. Burgess made 
32 tackles and also collected 
two interceptions.  

RB/DB
CAINE CALDWELL,

KENNEDY 
The senior back excelled 

in a big role, especially late 
in the season. The speedster 
was a big-play back for the 
Knights. He rushed for 484 
yards and 10 touchdowns 
including three scores in a 
playoff win over Fort Ham-
ilton. The senior also added 
46 tackles and an intercep-
tion on defense.   

WR
AMIR CRENSHAW,
CARDINAL HAYES

The 6-foot-4 senior is one 
of the city’s most physically 
imposing receivers because 
of his length and good 
hands. Crenshaw caught 
40 passes for 638 yards and 
10 touchdowns. His biggest 
grab was a 12-yard, fourth-
down catch to keep the win-
ner drive alive in the title 
game. 

QB/S
ANTHONY CRUZ,

KENNEDY 
The senior is one of the 

premier players in New 
York City. At quarterback 
he can beat you with his 
arms and legs. Cruz rushed 
for 1,088 yards and 13 touch-
downs, and threw for 817 

yards and fi ve scores. At 
safety he made 59 tackles 
and grabbed six intercep-
tions.  

QB
BRANDON HARRIS,

CLINTON 
The sophomore burst on 

to the scene this season and 
showed that both his pres-
ent and future are bright. 
Harris got Clinton off to a 
fast start. He compiled 1,881 
yards of total offense and 
scored 27 total touchdowns 
as the catalyst the Gover-
nors attack.  

TE/LB
ARTON MAHAJ,

MOUNT ST. MICHAEL 
Mahaj’s impact doesn’t 

always show up on the state 
sheets. The senior is a feared 
an athletic linebacker. He 
recorded four sacks and is 
capable of covering a large 
amount of ground. Mahaj 
was an imposing blocker in 
the Mountaineers running 
scheme.  

QB
JAMES MCHALE,
FORDHAM PREP

The Rams had a dis-
appointing season, but 
McHale was still able to put 
up big number with an of-
fense that became very one 
dimensional because of the 
injury to running back Ma-
lik Crossdale. The senior 
threw for a CHSFL leading 
2,060 yards and 10 touch-
downs.  

DL/OL
MASHAWN SIMMONS, 

KENNEDY
The Knights featured 

one of the premier sets of 
lines and Simmons was a 
big reason why. The senior 
was an opposing force on 
both side of the ball. He al-
lowed Kennedy to be explo-
sive on offense and recorded 
52 tackles and six sacks on 
defense.

RB/L
 ALBERT SUTTON, 

MOUNT ST. MICHAEL 
Sutton was the work-

horse for the run-heavy 
Mountaineer offense. He 
pounded his way to 515 
yards and four touch-
downs behind an inex-
perienced offensive line. 

The senior is also a su-
perb and hard-hitting 
linebacker.  

LB
XAVIER WORRELL,

CLINTON 
The senior was the 

leader of the Governors 
defense and a dynamic 
force in the middle of the 
fi eld. Worrell made 58 
tackles, including 17 in a 
win over Port Richmond. 
His play raised the level 
of those around him as 
the season went on. 

HONORABLE MENTION:
LB

Shawn Antoine,
Cardinal Hayes 

RB/LB
Asante Anthony,

Lehman 
RB/LB

Samuel Appiah,
Mott Haven

QB
Juan Cruz,

Cardinal Hayes 
OL/DL

Charlie Garcia,
Kennedy 

DB
Tyrrell Halliman,
Mount St. Michael  

WR/DB
Jake Margolis

 Riverdale 
OL/DL

Marcus Johnson,
Cardinal Spellman

LB
McCoy Scott,

Cardinal Hayes   
K

Andrew Sisti,
Fordham Prep

WR
Ryan Sullivan,
Fordham Prep 

QB/DB
Kasim Thomas,

Mount St. Michael  
RB/LB

Jack Upton,
Fieldston 

RB/LB
Demetrius Wade,

Kennedy 
OL/DL

Walter Washington,
Mount St. Michael  

All-Bronx
Football Honors

Timothy Poindexter, All-Bronx Player of the Year, outruns Mount defender on way to touchdown during 
the CHSAA “AA” Championship Game between Cardinal Hayes and Mount St. Michael High School, at 
Mount St. Michael High School in the Bronx New York, on Thursday November 28, 2013.   Robert Cole

Cardinal Hayes coach C.J. O’Neil, who was named Bronx football coach of the year, talks with one of 
his players at practice this season.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Daniel Dingle’s perfor-

mance in his return to New 
York City was a microcosm 
of his career at Temple Uni-
versity so far. The Bronx 
native and former St. Ray-
mond standout got off to a 
slow start before settling in 
and thriving.

Temple coach Fran Dun-
phy informed Dingle, a 
sophomore, after a strong 
performance off the bench 
in a loss to Texas Southern 
that he would be starting 
for just the second time this 
season when the Owls took 
on Long Island University 
at the Barclays Center on 
Dec. 21. 

Dingle’s early showing 
in front of his hometown 
crowd wasn’t what he has 
hoped. The 6-foot-7 guard 
didn’t have a point at half-
time and even put up an air 
ball. 

“I was trying to force 
the issue,” Dingle said. 
“When you come back to 
the city you want to play 
well instead of just letting 
it happen.”

He said he just began 
to play like he was in the 
park and eventually joined 
in the act with his hot 
shooting club in the sec-
ond half. Dingle fi nished 
with 12 points, including 
two 3-pointers in front of 
his family and friends. He 
added four assists and three 
blocks in a 101–65 rout of 
the Blackbirds. The per-
formance was another in 
string of good ones this sea-

son. Dingle is averaging 6.7 
points per game and play-
ing 20 minutes a contest. 
He scored a career-high 13 
points against Texas South-
ern.

“Dingle played great to-
day,” Temple guard Will 
Cummings said. “He is do-
ing things we need him to 
do like rebound, pass the 
ball and he is good passer. 
He just played aggressive.”

Dingle didn’t always 
have that confi dence and 
comfortably. He struggled 
as a freshman. Dingle had 
just come off of leading St. 
Raymond to the CHSAA 
Class AA city title and was 
one of the faces of New York 
City basketball. When he 
got to Temple he said he 
had to learn how to be a role 
player again after being so 
comfortable as a team’s 
star. Not happy with where 
he stood Dingle stayed at 
school in Philadelphia over 
the summer to work on his 

game.   
“Not playing a lot last 

year was really humbling,” 
he said. “I stayed in school 
the whole summer. I didn’t 
come back to New York. I 
just worked. I worked for 
right now.”

Dingle knows he can’t be 
satisfi ed on a Temple team 
that is 5-5 overall. He wants 
to become a more ferocious 
rebounder and improve 
on his athleticism to allow 
him to fi nish more shots in 
the paint over taller defend-
ers.  

“I know I can do better,” 
Dingle said.

Things didn’t get bet-
ter than beginning to earn 
the trust of your coach and 
performing well in front of 
your hometown fans.

“It meant a lot,” Dingle 
said. “I think I played well 
the last couple of games off 
the bench. I was just happy 
to work hard and get the op-
portunity.”

Temple’s Bronx native Daniel Dingle goes up for basket againts LIU, 
Dingle played for St. Raymonds in the Bronx  Photo by Schnibbe

Former St. Raymond star Dingle 
fi nding comfort zone at Temple

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Rhamel Brown wasn’t 

letting a win get away after 
all his Manhattan College 
basketball team had fought 
through. 

He said he let loose and 
took more chances defen-
sively and came up with 
two blocked shots late in 
overtime seal a 84-81 vic-
tory over Buffalo that came 
with plenty of adversity 
at the Barclays Center’s 
Brooklyn Hoops Holiday 
invitational on Dec 21. The 
Jaspers are off to their best 
start in 12 seasons. 

“There is no more think-
ing about it,” Brown said of 
the blocks. “Instincts take 
over at the end of a game.”

The Jaspers saw Mi-
chael Alvarado and Dono-
van Kates ejected early in 
the fi rst half for leaving the 
bench during an altercation 
between RaShawn Stores 
and Deyshonee Much. They 
overcame a fi ve-point defi -
cit in the fi nal seconds of 
regulation to force over-
time before taking an 83-81 
lead on a Richard Williams’ 
hoop with 18 seconds left to 
play in the extra session. 

“I think it is one of the 
greatest wins we’ve had 
since I’ve been here from 
a mental toughness stand-
point,” third-year Manhat-
tan coach Steve Masiello 

said.    
Brown, who scored 

eight points and grabbed 
six rebounds, made it stand 
up and earned Manhattan 
(9¬–2) its sixth straight vic-
tory. The Jaspers are off to 
their best start in 12 sea-
sons. 

The win taught Masiello 
plenty about his club while 
reinforcing what he al-
ready knew about Brown, 
who played just fi ve min-
utes in the fi rst half after 
picking up two fouls. He 
called him a game changer 
and one of the nation’s best 
big men.

“I am a huge Rhamel 
Brown fan, and I hope you 
[reporters] can get on the 
fan club with me,” Masiello 
said. “I’ll send you guys 
some stuff over Christmas 
if you want to join.”

Brown’s fi rst rejection 
in the closing seconds was 
one of a highlight reel na-
ture. He jumped high in 
the air to swat away an 
attempted dunk attempt 
by Jared Oldham follow-
ing the Williams’ basket. 
Brown then rejected away 
a Joshua Freelove layup 
with 9.5 seconds left. Stores 
(10 points) made 1-of-2 free 
throws, but Shannon Ev-
ans jumper at the buzzer 
was no good. 

Ashton Pankey added 10 

points for Manhattan. Mo-
hamm Alwahaidy led Buf-
falo (4-4) with 20 points and 
Javon McCrea tallied 18 
points and 11 rebounds.  

Late in the second half 
it appeared Manhattan 
wouldn’t be leaving Brook-
lyn with a victory. Buffalo, 
which is coached by former 
Duke star Bobby Hurley, 
led 76-71 with 33 seconds to 
go, but Manhattan got a big 
3-point play from George 
Beamon (22 points) and 
Shane Richards was later 
fouled on a 3-pointer. He 
proceeded to sink all three 
free throws to tie the score 
at 77-77 at the end of regula-
tion even with Buffalo call-
ing time out after the fi rst 

“The time out ices you,” 
Masiello said. “It’s tough to 
be able to stand there and 
make three. Basically you 
know the game is on the 
line.”

Resiliency has been 
something Manhattan 
showed all season. Masiello 
said this group just fi nds a 
way to get it done even with 
the serious obstacles put in 
front of them against Buf-
falo.

“Pushing through in the 
second half for overtime for 
win just shows a lot of grit, 
a lot of toughness, a lot of 
heart on this team,” Brown 
said 

Gritty Manhattan College 
outlasts Buffalo in overtime 

Manhattans Rhamel Brown came up big with one of his 2 blocks with seconds left in the game.  
 Photo by Schnibbe

are your thumb and in-
dex fi nger, forming a zero.                                                            
Still, what do the Yankees 
have to lose by offering 
him a minor league deal 
and a chance to prove him-
self in spring training?                                                                                                                      
So why not Santana?

Of all the free-agent 
pitchers still out there on 
the board, Santana has the 
best portfolio: the highest 
winning percentage, the 
lowest ERA and WHIP, the 
highest career WAR. He 
even did something once 
thought to be impossible, 

which is pitch a no-hitter for 
the Mets.

Yes, he would be a risky 
proposition, and given the 
nature of his injury and the 
fact that it happened twice, 
perhaps doomed to fail. 

But for those same rea-
sons, he is likely to be quite 
affordable, and if he can 
make it back to being a ser-
viceable pitcher again, could 
turn out to be a tremen-
dously good investment.”        

Kyle Lowry- Shumpert

I hope Dolan doesn’t bite 
this apple. Lowry is only 6 
foot tall and hasn’t shown 

that he can light it up.
Giving up Shumpert 

AND World Peace is too 
much defensive talent to 
give up. 

I can see Felton and 
World Peace alone. Giving 
away Shumpert is a mis-
take. The “experts” are 
saying that he’s having a 
bad year, but that’s not so. 
The suits are bouncing him 
around—he’s a defensive 
expert, he’s a 2 guard, he’s 
a PG, a small forward, he’s 
not a leader. Do you know 
what- he can do all of those 
things 

Pipe Dreams: Kyle Lowry- Shumpert
From Page 49
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