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SOCCER
BRAWL
KICKOFF
Proposed soccer fi eld debate

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The naysayers are beginning 

to come out in the debate over 
Bronx’s proposed new soccer sta-
dium. 

South Bronx’s stakeholders 
are organizing in anticipation of 
a deal that would bring a Major 
League Soccer arena to a 10-acre 
site between E. 152nd Street and 
the Major Deegan Expressway.

Mayor Bloomberg’s adminis-
tration is buttoning up the fi nal 

details with the New York City 
Football Club —a new MLS fran-
chise mostly owned by an Abu 
Dhabi Sheik and part-owned by 
the New York Yankees —to build 
the 28,000-seat stadium one block 
south of Heritage Field, Yankee 
Stadium’s former home.

If the city and its partners close 
the deal, it will then travel the 
rungs of public review. Bronx’s 
borough president and the nearby 

Continued on Page 4

Crowley’s
silent days
and nights

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A new bill in the Washington 

hopper should help ease the east 
Bronx’s plane pain in the ear. 

The Silent Skies Act (H.R. 
3650) aims to protect the ears 
of residents in heavily air traf-
ficked neighborhoods by re-
quiring airlines to convert 
their fleets to quieter noise 
standards.

Under the law, introduced 
earlier this month by Rep. Joe 
Crowley, (D-Bronx, Queens) 
commercial airlines must hush 
a fourth of their fleet to meet 
the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration’s Stage 4 noise stan-
dards by 2015. 

The FAA has required since 
2006 that every new aircraft 
meet the quieter Stage 4 stan-
dards, but the sky remains 
crowded with older, noisier 
planes.

Crowley’s legislation com-
pels airlines to convert half of 
their fleet to Stage 4 standards 
by 2020. One hundred percent 
of every airline’s planes must 
meet the lower standards by 
2035. Airlines can either pur-
chase new aircrafts or retrofit 
the older ones with quieter en-
gines.

MADDENING NOISE
Quieter aircrafts would help 

better the lives of east Bronx 
locals who have complained of 
loud low-flying planes for de-
cades, said Ken Kearns, district 
manager at Community Board 
10.

“The planes are a noisy and 
unhealthy presence in our com-
munity,” Kearns said. “On any 
given day, these planes pass 
within 300 feet of our local busi-
nesses. We have hope that this 
legislation will improve our 
quality of life.”

Continued on Page 4

Council names street after Yankee legend

Call it River(a) Avenue

MARIANO RIVERA

BY BEN KOCHMAN
He may be immortal in the 

Yankee record books, yet he’s 
very much alive.

But the City Council decided 
to make an exception to its nor-
mal street renaming rules for re-
tired New York pitcher Mariano 
Rivera on Dec. 10, when the body 
voted 47-0, with two abstentions, 
to co-name River Avenue between 
E. 161th and E. 162nd Streets “Ri-
vera Avenue” after the legendary 

closer.
RARE RULE CHANGE

The Council voted in 56 re-
namings in total at the Dec. 10 
meeting. But all the others had 
at least one thing in common: the 
honoree was deceased.

In the Bronx, Thwaites Place 
and Barker Avenue will be co-
named “Elias Karmon Way” af-
ter a longtime passionate Pel-
ham Parkway local. The borough 
will also soon play host to a Mike 

Amadeo Way —Amadeo was a be-
loved Latin composer — and a Pri-
vate First Class Carlos James Lo-
zada Place in honor of a 21-year-old 
Bronxite who died in Vietnam.

On an afternoon when the 
Council reserved most of its 
drama for the landslide ‘yes’ vote 
on the Kingsbridge National Ice 
Center, “Rivera Avenue” got little 
fanfare.

No Councilperson voted 

Santa Gets An Earful

Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Jamie and Jaden Serrano visit Santa, also known as 45th Precinct Community 
Council President Bob Bieder, at Anthony’s Flower Farm. But these cheerful 
kids were not alone in getting into the holiday spirit. Check out pages 8 and 
9 for more holiday photos.

Continued on Page 15
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Throggs Neck business 

leaders are celebrating 
more than the holidays. 

They’re also celebrating 
the opening of four new and 
one relocated businesses 
along E. Tremont Avenue, a 
sign that the community is 
strong.

Business is on the up-
swing along the shopping 
strip, said Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association 
President Steve Kaufman. 

TNMATreasurer John 
Cerini organized a series 
of “grand opening” celebra-
tions on Saturday, Dec.14 
for the new businesses and 
relocation of a fi fth to the 
community from Water-
bury-LaSalle.

 Some of the businesses 
had been open for several 
weeks. 

“I am excited about the 
fact that we have a variety 
of different types of stores 
opening up,” said Cerini. “It 
is not like they are all res-
taurants or retail.” 

The new businesses are 
Sprint’s new store at 3825 E. 
Tremont Ave. near Schley 
Avenue; Burger Bar at 3841 
E. Tremont Ave. in what 
had been the Latin Kitchen; 
Smart Vape, 3825 E. Trem-
ont Ave.; Vito’s Pizzeria 
at 3579 E. Tremont Ave. 
in what had been Ronnies 
Pizza, and American Bal-
loon Time at 3548 E. Trem-

ont Ave. at Lafayette Av-
enue, newly relocated from 
further up the avenue in 
Waterbury-LaSalle.  

The new businesses all 
have something to offer, 
said Cerini. 

Burger Bar offers 20 
varieties of burgers with 
a soul food twist, he said. 
Sprint is one of the best car-
riers for cell phone service 

in the business, he added. 
Smart Vape offers smoke-
less cigarettes that can be 
used to help wean people off 
cigarettes, said Cerini. 

“They have 70 different 
fl avors of vapor cigarettes,” 
he said, adding the Vito’s 
Pizzeria will bring the Elia 
family family, who run Vi-
to’s Deli in Pelham Bay, into 
Throggs Neck. 

“I am happy to have the 
Elia family join us,” said 
Cerini. 

“I feel that fact that 
these stores are opening 
show that business is on 
an upswing,” said TNMA 
President Kaufman, “and 
we have to continue in that 
direction.”

Kaufman said trying to 
convince people to skip the 
malls and shop closer to 
home is key. 

For American Balloon 
Time, one of the benefi ts 

of reopening their 30-year-
plus business further down 
on E. Tremont Avenue is 
the increased foot traffi c, 
said co-owner Susan Di 
Girilamo. The decision to 
keep the business in the 
Throggs Neck area was an 
easy one for her and hus-
band Gerard.  

“We have always been 
on E. Tremont Avenue,” 
she said, “and we are not 
going to look for another 
location off Tremont Av-
enue.” 

New stores opening on E. Tremont Ave.

At the Vito&#226&#8364&#8482s Pizzeria ribbon cutting are (l-r) 
Gerri Colon, Andrew Elia, Ailyanna Pekic, John Cerini, Steve Kauf-
man, owner Angela Elia, Senator Jeff Klein, and Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto. Photo by Aracelis Batista

At the Balloon Time ribbon cutting for their new location on Saturday, Dec. 14 are (l-r) Father Ste-
phen Norton, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, co-owners Susan Di Girolamo and Gerard Di Girolamo, 
Jenny Di Girolamo, and Susan&#226&#8364&#8482s mother Isabelle Vinci. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Business growing in Throggs Neck



3
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r

 2
2

, 2
0

1
3

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

Fine Custom Work And Jewelry Repairs
All Done On Premises

1063 Morris Park Avenue  Bronx, NY 10461

718-829-5815

AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY 
AT CAPUTO JEWELERS

Holiday Hours
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Open Sundays 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Since 1981   

TIME WITH A NEW MODERN ATTITUDE



community board are 
weighing whether to throw 
their support behind the 
project.

But some embittered lo-
cals are skeptical their con-
cerns will be drowned out.

Community Access

If locals do decide to sup-
port the arena, they’ll want 
to be able to use it.

Key to the discussions 
going forward will be the 
extent that the surrounding 
community  — one of, if not, 
the poorest in the nation —  
can access the space. 

Demand for soccer in the 
Bronx does exist.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. painted the bor-
ough as crazy for the sport 
in a letter he sent this sum-
mer encouraging the MLS 
and the New York City Foot-
ball Club to bring the fran-
chise to the borough.

International friendlies 
hosted at Yankee Stadium 
so far have drawn massive 
crowds.

“The games already held 
here have had very high 
community interest,” said 

Cary Goodman, executive 
director of the 161th Street 
Business Improvement 
District. “Soccer is enor-
mously popular here.”

But locals plan to push 
for more than mere tickets 
to games. Many remain bit-
ter about the construction 
of the new Yankee Stadium, 
which opened in 2009.

“We tried to stand up for 
ourselves, but in the end we 
were steamrolled,” said Kil-
lian Jordan, who actively 
protested that stadium

Jordan hopes for a bet-
ter deal this time around, 
and is looking at the nearby 
Kingsbridge Armory deal 
for inspiration. In that 
deal, approved this month 
by the City Council, the de-
velopers of what will be the 
world’s largest ice rink cen-
ter agreed to a Community 
Benefi ts Agreement (CBA) 
in which they promised 
to hire locally, provide a 
50,000-square-foot commu-
nity space and fund local 
skating lessons.

Allowing locals inside 
the stadium on non-game 
days may prove crucial in 

winning community sup-
port. Goodman suggested 
an indoor fi tness center 
as something locals could 
rally around.

“If they are going to 
build this stadium, they 
should let our kids in,” 
Jordan said.  “They need 
to open it up so the people 
here can set foot in it.”

Parks fans bruised

An application for a 
new arena will also have 
to contend with park lovers 
still smarting from the 24 
acres of parkland the city 
bulldozed in order to build 
the new Yankee Stadium, 
which opened in 2009.

Under the current pro-
posal, the new soccer sta-
dium would replace part of 
a debt-saddled garage the 
city built on parkland at E. 
153rd Street and River Av-
enue.

Environmental activ-
ists remain sour that the 
land is not being used as a 
park.

“If parking isn’t needed, 
then let the community 
have its park back,” said 
Geoffrey Croft of NYC 

Park Advocates, a city park 
watchdog group.

De Blasio shutdown?

Even if stakeholders do 
strike a deal, construction 
won’t start overnight.

The proposed soccer sta-
dium would rely on numer-

ous city land-use and zon-
ing changes that require 
it to go through a Uniform 
Land Use Review Process, 
or ULURP.

It is unclear whether 
Mayor-elect Bill be Blasio 
would try to put the kibosh 

on the deal. De Blasio told 
the New York Times re-
cently that he had “serious 
concerns” with the pro-
posal, though he supported 
the Barclays Center bas-
ketball arena development 
project in Brooklyn.
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Community reaction to proposed Major League Soccer fi eld

The proposed plan would razz part of this underutilized parking garage on E. 153rd Street and River 
Avenue. Photo by Ben Kochman

From Page 1

Crowley’s silent days and nights

Rep. Crowley (D-Queens, Bronx) unveiled his “Silent Skies Act” in front of LaGuardia Airport, where as 
much as 10 planes an hour land after descending over the East Bronx.   Photo courtesy Congressman Crowley

Locals have long 
griped that planes land-
ing at Queens’ La Guardia 
Airport create disturbing 
high-pitched whines as 
they descend over Coun-
try Club and Throggs 
Neck.

Crowley and Council-
man Jimmy Vacca hosted 
a airplane noise Town 
Hall Meeting packed with 
fed-up locals in Country 
Club last February.

QUIET COMPROMISE
CB10 pushed back 

then for the FAA to re-
route some of the ten or 
so flights an hour that 

pass over the east Bronx 
en route to La Guardia. 
Around 185,000 flights 
flew over the two neigh-
borhoods into the busy 
airport in 2012.

But FAA brass flew 
back at Kearns, argu-
ing that rerouting planes 
would cause chaos at sur-
rounding airports.

Crowley believes that 
hushing the existing 
planes is a worthwhile 
compromise.

“While commercial 
aircraft can never be 
truly silent, we can make 
sure they are less disrup-
tive to the families who 

live nearby and improve 
the quality of life in our 
communities,” he said at 
a press conference on Dec. 
6 at La Guardia.

Kearns says he’s op-
timistic as well, but still 
holds out hope that New 
York City will someday 
form a group specifically 
tasked to deal with com-
munity concern about 
aviation.

Those concerns cur-
rently fall into the juris-
diction of the Port Author-
ity of New York and New 
Jersey, an agency that 
Kearns said works hard 
but is overwhelmed.

From Page 1
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Over the past 40 plus years The Pine has become a central part
of the holiday season for so many of our guests. Along with gen-
erous portions of the finest food, you will enjoy the warm hospi-
tality, excellent service, and holiday cheer of our experienced
staff. So whether you choose to dine in our restaurant or have us
prepare a feast for your family and friends to share at home, you
can take part in the resounding holiday spirit that is unique to
The Pine.

Come and enjoy some of our Holiday Delicacies:
Baked Clams | Seafood Salad | Shrimp Cocktail | Zuppa di Pesce

Bacalao | Pulpo Salad | Mussels Fra Diavolo | King Crab Legs | Lobster Tails
Chilean Sea Bass | Stuffed Calamari | Seafood Bouquets | Scungilli Marinara

All Christmas Eve and Christmas Day take out orders are available 
OVEN READY or FULLY COOKED

For those 21 and over, all orders of a $100 value or more receive a
COMPLIMENTARY Bottle of Red or White Wine.

Christmas Eve Seatings:  1:00 | 3:00 | 5:00 | 7:00 | 9:00

Santa will be here spreading the Christmas cheer 
and giving gifts to the children.

Open Christmas Day from 12:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Please make your reservations early, space is limited!

Host your holiday party at the Pine in one of our three
banquet rooms accommodating up to 200 guests.

Our staff will help you create a 
customized menu to your exact specifications.

A PINE GIFT CARD MAKES FOR A GREAT STOCKING STUFFER

Christmas at The Pine

10% off any gift 
card purchase of 

$50.00 or more 
until 12/31/13

Spend your time shopping.
Leave the cooking to us!

1913 Bronxdale Avenue
Bronx, New York 10462

T 718-792.5956   F 718-430.0998

www.fjpine.com

New Years Extravaganza 
RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT THE PINE RESTAURANT

Live Music by DJ Serg Entertainment
Cigar Roller Under Our Outdoor Heated Tent 

Belly Dancer / Drink Specials & Open bar / Champagne Toast
Watch The Ball Drop On Our Big Screen TV’s

Gourmet Buffet Showcasing Cuisine From Around The World

-EXTENDED COCKTAIL HOUR-
Chef Selection Passed Hordouvers

Old Fashioned Antipasta Table:
Display of Italian Style Cured Meat • Imported Cheese

Homemade Foccacia • Roasted Peppers • Marinated Olives
Homemade Fresh Mozzarella • Bruschetta • Tossed Salad

Artisan Bread Display

GRAND SEAFOOD BAR:
Jumbo Chilled Shrimp • Sea Scallops • King Crab Legs

Seafood Salad • Clams • Mussels 

SUSHI BAR:
California Rolls • Spicy Tuna Rolls • Salmon Rolls

“Just To Name A Few”

HOT APPETIZERS:
Baked Clams • Eggplant Rollatini • Fried Calamari

Scarpriello Style Wings • Mussels Fridiavlo • Beef Empanadas

-MAIN ATTRACTION-

PASTA STATION:
CREATE YOUR OWN 

Variety of traditional and not so
traditional selections to choose from

Wok Station/Taco Station
Our version of stir fry with an Italian twist/Build your own

CARVING BLOCK:
Prime Rib of Beef • Baby Suckling

SPECIALTIES:
Paella • Sausage & Peppers • Veal Marsala

Chicken Francese •Broiled Salmon Scampi Style

-VIENNESE TABLE-
A Beautiful Display of Delicious 

Desserts • Cakes • Cordials and Specialty Stations

1913 Bronxdale Avenue • Bronx, New York 10462
T. 718-792.5956 | F. 718-430.0998 | www.fjpine.com

$90.00 per person + tax & gratuity | Valet Parking

Premium Open Bar - 8:00pm to 1:00am
Party Favors & More!!!
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BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
Cops hunting for a shotgun-

toting bandit who held up an east 
Bronx pizzeria wish it wasn’t so 
merry a Christmas.

They had hoped to catch the 
bandit - and maybe a waiting 
accomplice in a getaway car - 
on a security camera on a store 
across the street.

Only problem was, the other-
wise perfect view was blocked 
by holiday decorations.

Police said the bandit walked 
into the Country Bay Pizza shop 
in quiet, residential Spencer Es-
tate about 7:20 p.m., Thursday, 
Dec. 12.

Waving the shotgun at the 
three workers in the shop at the 
time, he ordered them to “Open 
the register!” then herded them 
into a walk-in freezer before 
scooping up about $1,000 and 
running out the shop, at 3233 
Ampere Ave. between Stadium 
and Research avenues.

A police source said investi-
gators believe the bandit may 
have possibly had an accomplice 

waiting outside in a getaway 
car.

“It’s possible there was a 
getaway car waiting, since it 
was a really cold night and the 
shop workers said he didn’t look 
freezing cold like he had walked 
in off the street.”

Detectives had hoped to find 
some security cameras along the 
block, lined with small shops, 
that might have caught the ban-
dit – and possibly any waiting 
getaway car - on tape.

But the only camera with a 
potentially line of sight on the 
pizzeria, formerly known as 
Casablanca Pizza, had its view 
blocked by the Christmas deco-
rations.

It’s still possible the victims 
may gotten a good enough look 
at the bandit’s face to work up 
a police artist’s sketch, police 
said, since the bandit was not 
wearing a ski mask or scarf to 
conceal his face.

He was described as a 
male white or Hispanic, about 
5-feet-11, weighing 180 to 200 

pounds, and wearing jeans and 
a black jacket.

Anyone with possible infor-
mation the robbery is being 
asked to call Detective Rogers at 
the 45th Precinct Detective Unit 
at 718-822-5414.

Spencer Estate is one of the 
quietest neighborhoods in the 
local 45th Precinct for crime.

Wedged in between the 
Bruckner Expressway to the 
west and Eastchester Bay, it sits 
just below Pelham Bay Park and 
north of Country Club.

Crimes in the neighborhood 
so far this year amount to about 
a dozen so grand larcencies, 
with no violence.

The 45th Precinct, covering 
a major swath of the east Bronx, 
has had a 13% drop in robber-
ies, with 150 through Dec. 8 this 
year, compared to 173 for the 
same period last year, according 
to the nypd.org website.

Shotgun bandit hits Ampere Ave. pizzeria

(Right) Country Bay Pizza, at 3233 Am-
pere Ave., was recently robbed.

Spencer Estate store stickup
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Holiday Tree Lightings and Parties

1 2

3 4
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Around The Borough

There is certainly a bright glow 
spreading across the Bronx to guide 
Santa, and you won’t have a hard time 
fi nding it with numerous Christmas Tree 
Lightnings, Holiday parties, toy drives, 
and celebrations taking place this year. 

In the Bronx’s “Little Italy,” a cel-
ebration held by the Belmont Business 
Improvement District and sponsored by 
D’Bari Funeral Home and Lucia Brothers 
Funeral Home, and the New York City 
Department of Sanitation, saw a bright 
Holiday celebration in Ciccarone Park on 
Arthur Avenue.  

The Belmont event featured a Santa 
Claus with elves, carolers and lighting of 
a tree. People were able to place memo-
rial cards on the tree to remember loved 
ones who have passed away. 

Showing a tremendous spirit of gener-
osity, the Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
held a toy drive during their annual holi-
day celebration Wednesday, Dec. 11.  

Over in Poe Park in Bedford Park/
Fordham, the park’s visitor center is 
playing host to a Whimsical Winter Won-
der exhibit by many talented artists. The 
exhibit includes paintings, photos, sculp-
tures, animations, and illustrations. The 
exhibition is on view through January 31, 
2014, and was curated by Lucy Aponte 
and Laura Alvarez. An opening reception 
was held on Saturday, Dec. 7. 

Santa Claus visited Fordham Road’s 
Muller Park and Plaza on Friday, Dec. 6 
for the Fordham Road Business Improve-
ment District’s 9th annual Sparkling in 
the Heart of Fordham. This year’s event 
was hosted by Rhina Valentin and in-
cluded a special visit from Santa Claus, a 
musical performance from the Gloria Dei 
Choir, and free gifts for 450 children.

In a fi rst, the Van Nest Neighborhood 
Alliance held a Christmas Tree Lighting 
that featured coffee, cocoa, cookies, 
and carolers on Wednesday, Dec. 11. 

Nearby, the Morris Park Community 
Association held its annual Holiday cel-
ebration Saturday, Dec. 14, as did the 
Allerton Tenants and Homeowners As-
sociation on that same day. 

(1) The Belmont Business Improvement 
District (BID) got into the Christmas 
spirit. Photo by Patricio Robayo

(2) Bobby Jean, the owner of Antho-
ny’s Flower Farm, Bob Bieder dressed 
as Santa and Joe Imperia pose at the 
shop’s annual toy giveaway. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(3) Fordham’s BID was not to be out-
done, and boasted its own tree light-
ing event on Dec. 6. 
 Photo by Patricio Robayo

(4) Van Nest lit up its Christmas tree 
on White Plains Road.
 Photo by Ken Carozza

(5) The Morris Park Community As-
sociation crew gathered for its an-
nual holiday party. From left-right: 
Ostacio “Lefty” Negron,  Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj, Joseph McManus, 
Tony Signorile,  State Sen. Jeff Klein,  
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Al 
D’Angelo, Anthony Vitaliano and Sil-
vio Mazzella.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

(6) The Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
donned Santa gear during its annual 
holiday toy drive.
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(7) Allerton Avenue homeowners 
celebrated at a holiday party of their 
own.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

(8) The “Whimsical Winter Wonder-
land” art exhibit opened on Saturday 
Dec. 3 at the Poe Cottage on Grand 
Concourse . The exhibit features oil 
paintings , watercolors , photographs 
, masks and dolls and will be on dis-
play until Jan. 28.
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

5 6

7

8
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

BY BEN KOCHMAN
It may have been over 

philosophical differences. 
Or maybe his enemies 

slipped him a symbolic 
glass of hemlock.

But either way, Socrates 
Caba has resigned as dis-
trict manager at Commu-
nity Board 7 after less than 
six months on the job.

In a resignation letter 
to Board Chairperson Ada-
line Walker-Santiago, Caba 
cited “unsatisfactory” pro-
cedures from the board’s ex-
ecutive committee as cause 
for his departure.

 The Fordham resident’s 
fi nal day as district man-
ager was Friday, Dec. 13.

Walker-Santiago said 
she was surprised to hear 
that Caba had decided to 
leave after only half a year 
at the helm.

 The board had been 
very active in the last few 
months, including working 
on approval of the Kings-

bridge Armory ice rink 
project, which netted the 
community a substantial 
benefi ts agreement.

“He called me out of the 
blue,” said Walker-Santi-
ago. “But I wish him all the 
best.”

Caba’s resignation letter 
is a bit cryptic over his rea-
son for leaving.

It claims that “new pro-
cedures” adopted by the ex-
ecutive committee forced 
him “in good conscience” to 
resign from his post.

Board setback

Paul Foster, CB7’s for-
mer chairman called the 
loss a “shame” for the board, 
which covers Bedford Park, 
Fordham, Kingsbridge 
Heights, Mosholu, Norwood 
and University Heights.

“You need a real people 
person, someone warm, and 
he fi t that mold,” said Foster, 
who served on the selection 
committee that recruited 
Caba. “I oppose whatever 

drove him to leave.”
Foster said that Caba 

clashed with at least one 
member of the executive 
board on a personal level. 
But the outgoing district 
manager insisted in his 
goodbye letter that “I hold 
no personal animosity to-
ward individual members 
of the board.”

Caba’s departure leaves 
CB7 without a district man-
ager for the second time in 
two years.

 In October 2012, former 
District Manager Fernando 
Tirado resigned from the 
post after battling with the 
board over a slew of issues 
for nearly a year.

 The job was vacant un-
til Caba was voted into the 
district manager role 13-3 
in June. The former health-
care professional took over 
on July 1.

Got chops? Apply!

Like each of the City’s 59 
community boards, CB7 is 

tasked with connecting city 
agencies with local voices. 
A community board’s power 
is technically advisory, but 
boards can have major in-
fl uence over land use and 

zoning issues.
Walker-Santiago said 

the board is now taking 
resumes for the open posi-
tion, which it hopes to fi ll 
by April.

Tom Lucania, who 
oversees local community 
boards for the borough 
president, will serve as an 
interim district manager 
until the position is fi lled.

Socrates Caba quits after only half year

CB 7 district manager resigns

15 years later, this Reverend is moving on. The parish at Pelham Bay’s Our Lady of the Assump-
tion church honored Rev. Aloysius Thumma at a farewell lunch on Dec. 8. Thumma, a native of 
Hyderabad, India, served as the Church’s priest from 1998-2013. Thumma’s farewell party was 
especially sweet given the rough 2012 the parish had. After suffering heart failure, Thumma 
spent 10 weeks on life support before receiving a life-saving transplant.      Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

OLA BIDS FAREWELL TO  REV. ALOYSIUS THUMMA
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NO ONE WAKES UP IN THE MORNING 
EXPECTING TO BE THE VICTIM OF A 

But if the unthinkable happens, Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx is here to help 
innocent victims of crime and abuse and help their families rebuild their lives and move forward.

 
Our services include, but are not limited to:

Assistance filing state compensation claims, case follow-up, domestic violence advocacy, 
homicide support group, financial assistance with funeral costs, emergency lock

replacement and crisis counseling.

If you are the victim of a crime, contact us at Crime Victims Support Services of
the North Bronx, so you don’t have to go through it alone.

We can help you navigate the criminal justice system to get the help you need.

All of our services are free and confidential.
Call for Information:  (718) 823-4925

HELPING
CRIME

VICTIMS

C V S S 
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HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Theodore Korony 

Post is continuing a holiday 
tradition that started three 
decades ago. 

The late Joseph Mazze-
riello, a Vietnam veteran 
who served in the Marines, 
is having his compatriots 
at the Korony Post and his 
daughter continue a toy 
drive that grew into one 
of the largest grassroots 
Bronx-only toy drives in the 
borough. 

Toy drive coordinator 
Judy Lanci has been ask-
ing for donations of toys or 
money from Korony Post 
members and their network 
of friends and family, as 
well from outside organiza-
tions to purchase toys.

The toys go only to Bronx 
organizations that she and 
her committee personally 
vet to make sure they are 

deserving of donations. 
Over the course of about 

two to three hours on Tues-
day, Dec. 17, representatives 
from about a dozen Bronx 
organizations serving the 
needy stopped by a build-
ing affectionately known 
to locals as the “Little Red 
Schoolhouse” in Throggs 
Neck to pick up the toys 
that will be distributed to 
homeless youth, children 
of veterans and children of 
battered women and young 
people in need. 

“Basically, Joe’s belief 
was no child, especially 
here in the Bronx, should 
go without a new toy for 
Christmas,” said Lanci. 
“We started out originally 
being a Toys for Tots Pro-
gram, because Joe was a 
Marine.”

But one year, when lo-
cal organizations came to 

Mazzeriello seeking toys 
during the holiday time, 
and Toys for Tots could not 
direct the toys his drive had 
collected to needy Bronx-
ites, the idea came about 
of focusing the drive only 
on getting toys directly to 
Bronx organizations that 
service needy children, 
said Lanci.  

This year Lanci dis-
tributed about 1,200 toys 
through different organi-
zations. She is helped by 
her committee including 
Anthony Ferrara, and Col-
leen McCarthy, Judy Lanci, 
and Joe’s daughter Danielle 
Mazzariello-Fava. Also 
helping is longtime booster 
Dolores Stoltze, and Lanci’s 
husband John Lanci. 

One of the drives’ pet 
projects is Aguila’s Bronx 
Neighborhood Cluster shel-
ter on Morris Park Avenue 

in West Farms, said Lanci, 
and that organization will 
receive about 180 toys this 
year. 

Also supporting the 
drive are the Bronx Amer-
ican Legion, The Bronx 
County GOP which do-
nated about 300 toys, and 
The Bronx Ancient Order 
of Hibernians which made 

a $200 donation again this 
year. 

Youngland at 2922 3rd 
Avenue helps with the pric-
ing on many of the toys, and 
has helped by donating toys 
and books. 

“We are helping the re-
ally underprivileged and 
that is what we are most 
proud of,” said Lanci. 

“The American Legion 
is at the forefront, but really 
it is a lot of people helping,” 
she said, adding “I think we 
do really well and take care 
of a lot of people for the size 
of a post that we are.” 

Also donating were 
First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck and Throggs 
Neck Clipper.

Preparing toys for distribution on Tuesday, Dec. 17 are (l-r) Gerry Ferrara, Dolores Stoltze, Jan Salveg-
gi, Judy Lanci, Tony Johnson from Concourse House, and Sandy Champlin.                  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Theodore Korony 
Post Toy Drive 
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
An expansive public 

housing plan. Higher pay 
for families on six-week 
paternity and maternity 
leave.  Millions of dollars 
in tax credits to alleviate 
toll and utility costs.

Senator Jeff Klein is 
swinging for the fences as 
he gears up for next year’s 
state budget talks in Al-
bany.

Klein, whose district in-
cludes parts of the Bronx 
and Westchester, is push-
ing a legislative agenda 
that calls for over $1.5 bil-
lion spent toward policies 
he argues will make New 
York affordable for the 
middle class.

Bronx Affordability

Klein, who served in 
the northeast Bronx for ten 
years as an assemblyman, 
now serves as co-leader 
with Senate Republicans 
through his Independent 
Democratic Conference, 

with early indications that 
GOP co-leader Dean Skelos 
is supportive of his propos-
als.

 Klein said he crafted 
his spending-fi lled plan 
with struggling Bronxites 
in mind.

“The Bronx is full of the 
middle class, the people 
who make our city run,” 
he said as he unveiled his 
agenda in front of Bronx lo-
cals at Mercy College Fri-
day, Dec. 13.

“The less we can make 
New York affordable for 
them, the more they’ll dis-
appear. “

Klein’s plan calls for 
New York to join New Jer-
sey and California by offer-
ing six weeks of paid leave 
for working mothers and 
fathers, as well as invest-
ing $750 million over fi ve 
years in a subsidized pub-
lic housing program he’s 
calling “Mitchell Lama 
2020.”

Creating home own-

ers
The plan also would 

provide college gradu-
ates who qualify a $5,000 
a year tax credit for 10 
years to be used toward 
owning property, some-
thing that for most young 
Bronxites is a mere pipe 
dream, said Al Carena, 
president of the Spencer 
Estates Civic Associa-
tion.

“We’ve created a situ-
ation where young peo-
ple starting out are up 
against it,” Carena said. 
“It’s almost impossible to 
buy a house.”

Klein’s doozy of a leg-
islative agenda also in-
cludes one-time $300 “re-
lief checks” that senior 
citizens can use to help 
pay for utilities.

“Utilities are defi nitely 
a factor, especially now 
with the winter coming 
on,” Carena said.  “Those 

rates can take a pretty 
good sized bite out of a se-
nior’s budget.”

Rounding out Klein’s 
plan:

•Requiring daycare 
centers to post their lat-
est inspection reports in 
their windows.

•Creating a yearly tax 
credit of up to $250 out of 
a New York transporta-
tion toll cost.

•Making donations to 
public and private schools 
tax deductible.

•Postponing mortgage 
payments for one year af-
ter a damaging storm or 
fl ood.

Klein will head up to 
Albany in January, where 
he could likely clash with 
Gov. Guomo. Klein’s plan 
calls for no tax cuts, while 
the governor recently ap-
pointed a tax commission 
that suggested $2 million 
in tax cuts for property 
and business owners.

Local senator’s agenda to make NY affordable

Klein unveiled his plan in front of 200 Bronxites at Mercy College. 
 Photo courtesy Sen. Klein’s offi ce

Klein pushes huge spending plan

Family
BRONX/RIVERDALE August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Drive consumers 
to your website
Your customers are online 

You need to be visible online too

WEB SEARCH CUSTOMERS ARE 
READY-TO-BUY

Find out how to make your website 
easily found.

Enhance your online visibility
Call for a FREE consultation and website analysis

718-260-4501
Email digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com
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against the Yankee 
great —who won fi ve 
World Series title in pin-
stripes — netting his own 
street. Councilman Joel 
Rivera joked that he could 
never vote against a sign 
bearing his own name. 

“Even a die-hard Met 
fan can recognize a classy 
job well done,” said Brook-
lyn Councilman Lew Fi-
dler.

A LOUD ABSTENTION
Queens Councilman 

Peter Vallone, who joined 
Manhattan Council-
woman Jessica Lappin in 
abstaining, warned that 
the Council should never 
make exceptions to its 
street renaming rules.

“I’m going to have to 
rain on this parade,” Val-
lone said. “We should 
never name anything af-
ter a living person.”

Vallone has also been 
crusading against the re-
naming of the Queensbor-
ough Bridge after former 
Mayor Ed Koch.

Yet the new Rivera Ave-
nue marks the second time 
this year that the city has 
named a street after a liv-
ing baseball player. Mayor 
Bloomberg signed a bill 
in July that co-names two 
separate Harlem streets in 
honor of Hall of Fame for-
mer New York Giants cen-
terfi elder Willie Mays.

“If anyone deserves it, 
it’s him, but we’re setting 
a dangerous precedent 
here,” said Vallone at the 
meeting.

LOCAL PETITION PUSH

The pitch for Rivera Ave-
nue came in September after 
a local Yankee fan etched a 
makeshift “A” onto the River 
Avenue sign one block away 
from the new Yankee Sta-
dium. After the issue made 
headlines and local commu-
nity groups organized peti-
tions and rallies, Council-
person Maria Carmen Del 
Arroyo added Rivera Av-
enue to the list of street co-
namings up for councilwide 
vote in December.

Now the street will live 
on for the rest of the retired 
Yank’s life, and beyond. 
Local businesses, many 
of which sell merchandise 
with Rivera’s name etched 
on the back, hope that the 
new Rivera Avenue will 
draw more customers.

“We’ve fought for a long 
time to redirect peoples 
thinking about this bor-
ough,” said Cary Goodman 
, executive director of the 
E. 161th Street Business Im-
provement District. “This 
will be a great boost to the 
area.”

From Page 1

In a few months, it’ll be offi -
cial. 

Call it River(a) Avenue
THE PROCESS 

IS QUICK, 
EASY, 

LEGAL AND 
AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

SEESAW VOTE
With the council vote for a new Speaker 

still weeks away, the political bloggers are 
having a fi eld day with all the hugger-mug-
ger and back-stabbing going on behind 
the scenes.

As of Wednesday column deadline, 
Mayor-elect Bill de Blasio had suppos-
edly cut a deal with Brooklyn Democratic 
County Boss Frank Seddio to swing 
his support behind South Bronx/East Har-
lem Councilwoman Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito.

Seddio’s reported swing, no doubt for 
some plum committee assignments, can 
be viewed as screwing Bronx Democratic 
Boss Carl Heastie and Queens Dem 
Boss/Bronx/Queens Congressman Joe 
Crowley after they reportedly took a 
blood oath to stand together in choosing a 
candidate, which as of  latest reports, was 
Manhattan’s Dan Garodnick.

That deal was carved out in San Juan 
in November at the Somos conference of 
Latino electeds, according to Crain’s New 
York political blog.

And while we are loathe to toot our own 
kazoo, the report came a week after we 
reported on the Democratic county lead-
ers divvying up committee assignments 
and the myriad jobs that go with selecting 

the next Speaker
While a progressive faction of the City 

Council wants to push for some serious re-
forms, including shifting power away from 
the Speaker, it had looked like the Crow-
ley/Heastie/Seddio troika held enough 
power to crack the whip on their Coun-
cil delegations, leaving the progressives 
in the minority when the vote for the new 
Speaker comes up in the Council. The 
magic number will be 26 votes to bring it 
home in the 51-member body.

None of this is good news for east 
Bronx Councilman Jimmy (That’s not 
acceptable ! ) Vacca, who’s been 
hoping the clouds might part for his eleva-
tion to the job as a compromise candidate.

HIRING
And speaking of  the County Bosses 

and jobs, looks like de Blasio is also look-
ing elsewhere to staff his team. Interested 
job seekers can go on line at http://nyc.
transition2013.com/page/s/apply-for-jobs 
to post their resumes, and answer three 
basic quesitons: Why do you want to serve 
the de Blasio Administration? What type of 
position are you seeking? What are your 
top three areas of skill or expertise?

POLITICAL JOB
And speaking of political jobs, there’s a 

vacant seat on the City Board of Elections 

for a Bronx Democratic Commissioner.
Bronx Party Boss Carl Heastie now 

has to line up a replacement with the de-
parture of attorney Naomi Barrera, 
who offi cially resigned as of Dec. 17 from 
the 10-member Dem/GOP equally di-
vided board to pursue other matters, as 
they say.

Heastie reportedly had hoped to move 
Barrera up to exec director of the board, 
but lost the fi ght, with Staten Island Demo-
crat Mike Ryan landing the job.

LARRY’S LOOT
Former City Councilman Larry Sea-

brook can’t be making much dough 
these days working at the federal pen in 
Schuylkill, Pa. while doing a five-year-
stretch for milking nonprofi ts.

 At the federal pay scale range of  23 
cents minimum to $1.15/hour max, it could 
take him quite a while to even make a dent 
in that $418,000 U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara wants to collect from him for 
milking nonprofits for himself and rela-
tives.

 Bharara has asked a judge to take Lar-
ry’s government pension away in an effort 
to recoup the money.

Also on the collection list: Manhattan 
Councilman Miguel Martinez, former 
Queens Councilman and state Sen. Hi-

ram Monserrate and former Yonkers 
Councilwoman Sandy Annabi.

A DIRTY WORD 
Councilman Jimmy Vacca at the 

Liberty Dems annual awards dinner Dec. 
12, telling the assembled to call him “an 
elected offi cial,” NOT a politician.

The east Bronx contender for Council 
Speaker cited his 26 years as district man-
ager at Community Board 10 and eight in 
the City Council - “and I’ve loved every min-
ute of it!”

SWEATBATH
Don’t call him a Scrooge just because 

Senator Ruben Diaz Sr. barred children 
from his annual Christmas shindig at Mae-
stro’s Caterers in Bronxdale Friday, Dec. 
20. It’s a big enough mob scene as it is, this 
year trying to make enough room for 400 
or so guests to sit and schmooze, as well 
as the town’s other electeds stopping by to 
show their props to The Rev and and Bor-
ough President son Ruben Jr.

The Rev made/makes up for it with the 
kiddies at his Christmas and Three Kings 
Day celebrations Dec. 16th and Jan. 4.

SPARE THAT TREE
HELP! We’ve been getting inundated 

with Holiday/Christmas Tree Lightings for 
the past week or so, with no end appar-
ently in sight.

One example: Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj’s tree lighting schedule: Tues-
day, December 17, 2013 on Allerton Avenue; 
Wednesday, December 18, 2013 3:00PM at 
Peace Memorial Plaza; Wednesday, Decem-
ber 18, 2013 4:00PM at the Pelham Parkway 
South Lawn; Thursday, December 19, 2013 
5:00 PM at Pelham Parkway North.

PROUD DAD
Riverdale Assemblyman Jeff Dinow-

itz and the Mrs. proud parents as their son 
Eric married Binghampton College sweet-
heart Tamar Chanah Dec. 8 at The Sep-
hardic Temple in Cedarhurst, L.I. Bride’s 
dad, Rabbi Barry Dov Schwartz, performed 
the ceremony.

The bride works for the American Is-
rael Public Affairs Committee, Eric is a high 
school special education teacher at Bronx 
Theatre High School on the John F. Ken-
nedy campus, and serves as the school’s 
UFT chapter leader. 

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
Going out to Community Board 11 Dis-

trict Manager Jeremy Warneke’s 
mother, in critical condtion after a head-on 
collision in Rockford, IL.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Dec. 10 - Catching up with Democratic 

State Committeeman Joe McManus of 
the Liberty Democratic Association club.
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1468 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461
Tel 718-881-9200
Fax 718-231-8024 

www.bronxwood.com

Schedule a consultation and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

@ Experienced, warm and sensitive care for persons living in their own home
@ The only Bronx-based Home Care agency
@ Proudly serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens and Nassau County
@ Professional, personalized and compassionate care 
@ Sensitivity to cultural and religious needs
@ Helping patients optimize their health, quality of life and sense of well being
@ Care is delivered under the direct supervision of a registered nurse
@ Grooming, hygiene, dressing, assistance with activities and housekeeping
@ Safe ambulation, medication reminders and incontinence care
@ Live-in and support services, nursing and therapeutic care
@ Respiratory Therapy, Audiology and Traumatic Brain Injury
@ Nursing Home Transition and Diversion Waiver
@ Multi-lingual Home Health Aides (HHA’s) and Personal Care Aides (PCA’s)
@ Nurse on-call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
@ Employee verification phone line
@ Licensed by N.Y. State Department of Health
@ Medicare, Medicaid, private pay and private insurance accepted

Perfect for
Bronxwood Home Care

Not ready
to leave his
own home.

Ready
to meet 
new friends.
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