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•• Commercial RE
•• And More

•• Career Training
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Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RRN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here
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Icahn
school
won’t

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
After battling a move by an 

Icahn charter high school to move 
into an east Bronx middle school 
campus, parents, community and 
elected leaders were cheering af-
ter Icahn offi cials withdrew their 
application with the city Depart-

Continued on Page 71

Melting Frosty’s Heart
Joel Morales gets a Frosty reception at the Westchester Square Business 
Improvement District’s fi rst annual Santa Claus in the Square event in 
Owen Dolen Park on Saturday, December 7. Children also got to meet San-
ta and enjoy other entertainment. See more photos in next week’s paper.

Photo by Patricio Robayo

AUTO
RATES
ZOOM

Bronx second highest in state

Continued on Page 71

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Hold on to your steering wheel.
A new study confi rms what 

most Bronx drivers already feel 
in their defl ated wallets - auto in-
surance rates are through the car 
roof in the Bronx.

In fact, the borough ranked 
second, just behind Brooklyn, as 
the county with the highest rates 
in the state.

The study by the consumer ad-
vocacy website NerdWallet.com, 
which helps people make better 
decisions about purchasing fi nan-
cial products and services, com-
pared auto insurance rates in ev-
ery zip code in New York State. 

Averaging the zip codes, the 
Bronx came in second, with rates 

about 50% more costly than in 
Manhattan, said NerdWallet.com 
spokeswoman Maxime Rieman. 
Brooklyn ranked fi rst statewide.

“We decided New York is such 
a populous state and this is not 
something we have ever heard 
discussed in New York,” she said. 
“Obviously, the insurance compa-
nies have an incentive for a lack 
of transparency, so we wanted to 
really help people see what they 
could be paying and saving.” . 

Based on rates for a 37-yearold 
single female driver, data from 
NerdWallet showed an average 
range by Bronx zip code of from 
$2,721.89 a year in City Island 
(10464) and part of Riverdale 

The Bronx’s 
Number One
Classifieds
 Page 66-69

Psoriatic arthritis affects many 

Understanding hearing loss

Playground safety tips

You have health questions, we have

Answers!

36-Page
Bronx MD
Supplement
 Inside Today

Free inside today 

12 pages of 
SmartSource 
coupons
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200

HOMEMADE
TRY OUR

RAVIOLIS
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Albert Graziosa, M.D., P.C.

Workers Compensation, No Fault
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465

We Also Have Offices in Manhattan and Queens
To Schedule An Appointment Call

(718) 931-0050
Fax: (718) 931-0264

Your Neighborhood 
— Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:
(718) 597-1116
General Fax:

(718) 518-0038
News Phone: 

(718) 742-3393
News E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3398

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS 
#730390) is published weekly by 
Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a subsid-
iary of  News Community Newspaper 
Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 2013. 
Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Sub-
scriptions $8.00 per year. Postmaster, 
Send address changes to Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, 
NY 10454. ISSN #8750-4499.

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

To welcome in the quick-
approaching holiday season 
Scott Place Cafe is hosting 
its inaugural White Christ-
mas party, a traditional 
Yuletide celebration that was 
started at the BronxTimes 
Reporter by John Collazzi 
when he was the owner/pub-
lisher. The fi rst Christmas 
party was held in 1983, and 

White Christmas at Scott Place
the yearly event continued 
through 2000. Collazzi now 
owns the Throggs Neck cafe.

This year’s festivities 
will start at 6pm on Fri., 
Dec. 20th. The evening’s buf-
fet will include White Castle 
hamburgers, white pizza, 
white lasagna, white choco-
late, White Rock soda and 
white wine. Popular enter-

tainer Gene DiNapoli will 
perform everyone’s favorite 
oldies as well as holiday clas-
sics from 8pm to 11pm.

Reservations are re-
quired and seating is limited. 
The cost of $25 per person in-
cludes the buffet and a com-
plimentary glass of white 
wine. Call (718) 684-2326 to 
reserve your table.

The Bronx Times Re-
porter will publish your 
announcements. Send an-
nouncements along with 
photo, to: Bronx Times Re-
porter, 900 E. 132nd St., 
Bronx, NY 10454, or email 
Bronxtimes@aol.com.

Hello and Welcome 

Good Luck to David Cruz 
for his new job at the Nor-
wood News. We all wish him 
best luck in his newest pro-
fessional endeavor, and on 
his engagement to the love on 

his life. I will be taking over 
his column. It has been a 
pleasure to be out and about 
in the community, working 
literally day and night in 
your service, for almost six 
years now. I hope you will 
enjoy this column as much 
as you did when my prede-
cessors were in charge.  

Birthday

Barbara de Pesa of Coun-
try Club wishes her nephew, 
James “Jimbaby” De Pesa, 
a very happy fi rst birthday. JAMES DE PESA

The East 233rd Street 
& White Plains Road 
Merchants Association 
invites you to their 1st 
Annual Meet Santa Holi-
day event on Thursday, 
December 19th from 5 to 
7 p.m. at Bronx Commu-
nity Board 12 Town Hall, 
located at 4101 White 
Plains Road.

 The purpose of this 
free community event is 
to promote the East 233rd 
Street and White Plains 
Road commercial cor-
ridor and to help make 
this holiday season a 
special one for children 
and families by bringing 
them toys and a chance 
to meet Santa Claus.

 This event is pre-
sented by the East 233rd 
Street and White Plains 

Road Merchants Asso-
ciation and made possi-
ble through the support 
of the New York City 
Department of Small 
Business Services and 
Mosholu Preservation 
Corporation, a support 
corporation of Mon-
tefi ore Medical Center.

Contact Michael 
Felter Jr. at (718) 325-5150 
to discuss your partici-
pation today.

 The East 233rd Street 
and White Plains Road 
Merchants Association 
looks forward to welcom-
ing you to the 1st An-
nual Meet Santa Holiday 
Event and to the commu-
nity’s continued support 
for the improvement of 
this Bronx business cor-
ridor

1st Annual
Meet Santa 
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   $25 OFF

ANY CATERING ORDER
OF $150 OR MORE

VALID WITH COUPON ONLY.
PLEASE MENTION WHEN ORDERING.

EXCLUDES PACKAGES. EXPIRES 1/31/2014 
TOSCA BX TIMES 12-2013

$15 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER

OF $100 OR MORE
VALID WITH COUPON ONLY.

PLEASE MENTION WHEN ORDERING.
EXCLUDES PACKAGES. EXPIRES 1/31/2014

TOSCA BX TIMES 12-2013

$255 OFFF25 F
ANY CATERANY ING ORDEERERIN DERER

OF $150 OROF $ R MOREOROR MORE
WITH CTH CH COUPOUPOOUPOOO ONN NNVALIDD WITT N ONN ONONNLYLYLYONOOOONNN ONC UOUCOUOUUOUPOOU OO LY.OOO

PLPLEPLELPLE OONON WHEN ORRRD RINGNGRIRING.LEAEASE MS ENTIENTIOON DE NASE NGDE NGPLLLEAASSEE MENTPLLLEASE MENTIT OO WHEENN ORDERDERIRDERIDERIN
EXCLU ES. E 1/31/2014 UDES PPACKAGES EXPXPIRES 1/

T 01113TOSSCA BX TIMES 12-2-22013X TIMES

$15 FOFFF5 F$15 OFF FF5 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDERR OERING O

OF $100 OR MOREOR00 OR $100 0000 
VALVALILID WD W TH COOUPUPON ONLY.LID W T COOUUVAVAVALIVAVALIVVALIVALID WD WW TH CTH CTH CCOUOUOUODD WITH TH ON OD WITHILILID WID WID WID WID TTHTHTH

PPLEASE MENT ON WWHHHEENHE ORDERING.WWHHEWWWHEHEHEHNTTION W N N OR
EXXCLUDES PACKAAGES. ES. EEXXXEEXCLUDUD ES 1EE /31/220114X EXPIRXPIRXPIRELU PAPACKAGES. S XPXPXLU PIRPIPIRPIRES 1E /PIRXP RXPIRXPIRXPIRP

OSCA BX TIMMES 1E 2-202-20-2011TOSCA 0001313332-201000 313132-202-201313OSSCS A BXX TIM TIMES S 1ESOSC

BECOME A   
FAN ON

facebook.com/toscanyc

FOLLOW 
US ON

twitter.com/toscanyc

R E S T A U R A N T  ·  B A R  ·  L O U N G E  ·  E V E N T S C O A L  B R I C K  O V E N  P I Z Z A  S I N C E  1 9 2 2

F A S T  F R E E  D E L I V E R Y  7 1 8 . 2 3 9 . 3 3 0 0  T O S C A N Y C . C O M 

4038 East Tremont Avenue · At Miles Ave. · Throgs Neck, Bronx, NY 

Grande SERVES 8–10 $135
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 
or Chicken Francese

·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Generoso SERVES 15–20 $295
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala or Chicken Francese
·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Catering? Let Tosca Café cater your next home or office event

Office Party
SERVES 12–15 $165
· Vegetable Crudite · Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with Grilled Chicken Breast
· Fresh Fruit Platter
· Fresh Baked Bread, Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Family Style
SERVES 12–15 $195
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted 
Peppers & Fresh Basil

· Clams Oreganata
· Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Game Day 
SERVES 12–15 $195
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti
with Meat Balls

· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Nonno Mia
SERVES 12–15 $180
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive,
Radicchio Salad

· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

The Italian Job
SERVES 15–20 $290
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

House Party
SERVES 12–15 $230
· Shrimp Cocktail
· Clams Oreganata
· Fusilli Al Alvina
· Chicken Scarpariello
· Caesar Salad
· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE, CHRISTMAS DAY, NEW YEARS EVE AND NEW YEARS DAY

FULL CATERING MENU AT TOSCANYC.COM

4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY · 718.863.6363 · TOSCAMARQUEE.COM

TUESDAY,DECEMBER 31,8:30PM–1:30AM
2 LEVELS OF MUSIC BY LIVE DJ · COCKTAIL HOUR 

FULL BUFFET · OPEN BAR · FLAVORED MARTINIS · CHAMPAGNE
HATS AND NOISE MAKERS · FREE VALET PARKING 

LIVE BROADCAST OF TIMES SQUARE 
FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED

$100 PER PERSON 
INCLUDES TAX AND GRATUITY

PRESALE UNTIL DECEMBER 24
$120 WEEK OF 

DECEMBER 25–31
CALL 718.863.6363 TO PURCHASE TICKETS. 

SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY.
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
The plan to convert the 

long dormant Kingsbridge 
Armory into a major ice 
palace skated to easy vic-
tory Tuesday in a decisive 
City Council vote.

With local Councilman 
Fernando Cabrera jumping 
on board at the last minute, 
the Council’s 48-1 approval 
of the Kingsbridge National 
Ice Center (KNIC) puts an 
end to the cavernous space 
sitting empty and largely 
unused for 20 years.

The deal, with develop-
ers investing about $300 
million, will bring nine ice 
rinks, as well as a 5,000-seat 
arena to the converted ar-
mory.

It also marks the end of 
an arduous public review 
process that had nixed pre-
vious projects.

“I look forward to this 
project’s completion, and 
the day when the Bronx can 
offi cially declare itself to be 

the premier ice sports desti-
nation in the United States, 
if not the nation,” Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
said in a statement.

Traffi c concerns

Four years ago, a pro-
posal to turn the space into 
a massive mall was shot 
down by the City Council 
for not promising its work-
ers high enough wages. 
The KNIC project seemed 
in danger of suffering a 
similar fate Thursday, Dec. 
5, when Cabrera said at a 
Council sub-committee 
hearing that he could not 
support the current plan 
until KNIC addressed his 
last-minute concerns over 
parking, traffi c and local 
businesses.

“I will urge my col-
leagues to vote no on this 
project,” he read from a 
statement at the City Hall 
hearing.

Cabrera’s vote was key 
because his district in-

cludes the area around the 
Armory. The Council often 
defers to the local represen-
tative on large-scale proj-
ects.

Flip-fl opping offi cial 

The councilman had 
hedged on the Ice Center de-
velopment over the last few 
months. In mid-November, 
he voted in favor of the proj-
ect at a meeting of the bor-
ough’s community boards 
leaders and Council delega-
tion members.

Just weeks later, he re-
versed course, slamming 
KNIC for providing too 
little parking for locals, 
causing too much traffi c 
congestion and not provid-
ing funds directly to local 
businesses, who could face 
higher rents as a result of 
the new complex.

But hours before the 
Council headed into City 
Hall for the decisive Tues-
day vote, the Councilman 
struck a deal with the devel-

opers and Mayor Bloomberg 
that all but sealed the proj-
ect’s approval.

Last-minute deal

KNIC had already 
signed a Community Ben-
efi ts Agreement (CBA) that 
promises to hire locals, al-
lot the community 50,000 
feet of space and pay its 
workers a $10 living wage 
with benefi ts.

 On Tuesday afternoon 
Cabrera announced that the 
developer had also agreed 
to fund a $250,000 “traf-
fi c mitigation plan” run 
through the New York City 
Economic Development 
Corporation (NYCEDC), 
as well as a $25,000 adver-
tising campaign meant to 
encourage visitors to use 
mass transit.

That agreement may put 
an end to a contentious dis-
pute between the developer 
and the Councilman.

Earlier this fall, Cabrera 
was under a cloud of sus-

The dormant Kingsbridge Armory that will now become the Kings-
bridge National Ice Center.

City Council votes in favor of 
Kingsbridge National Ice Center

picion after KNIC accused 
him of trying to shake them 
down in exchange for sup-
port.

The developer had 
charged that Cabrera tried 

to extort $100,000 a year for 
99 years to a dormant non-
profi t he was linked to. Ca-
brera’s spokesman denied 
the allegations.  
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Maestro’s 
C a t e r e r s

1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 718-792-8844
www.maestroscaterers.com

A new year, a new beginning. 
Join Us for Our

Carving Table
• Whole Roasted Pig
• Breast of Turkey
• Skirt Steak

Wok Station
• Array of Chinese

Cuisine

International
Cheese Board 
with Fruit

Dinner Served at 8:30pm
• Antipasto Caprese • Filet Mignon with
• Penne with Vodka Sauce Jumbo Shrimp Oregannata
• Mesclun Salad with Balsamic Vinegarette • Roasted Potato • String Beans

• Fresh Fruit and Pastries • Coffee/Cappuccino/Espresso 

Chafing Station
• Chicken Scarpariello
• Eggplant Rollatini
• Mussels Marinara
• Fried Calamari
• Arroz Con Gandule
• BBQ Ribs
• Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
• Baked Clams
• Veal & Peppers
• Pollo Asado
• Escabeche de Pescado

Seafood Station
• Shrimp Cocktail
• Raw Oysters
• Raw Clams
• Seafood Salad
• Whole Salmon

MUSIC BY ESU DJ’s
- Cocktail Reception 7pm-8:30pm
- Champagne Toast at Midnight

- Continental Breakfast

OPEN BAR ALL NIGHT!

ALL
INCLUSIVE

for only

95
Children ages 5-12, $48 each

Hats, Noise Makers & 
Valet Parking Included

$

OPEN BAR 
ALL NIGHT!

CALL TODAY
FOR YOUR

RESERVATION!

A

per 
person
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Buying or Refinancing a Home?

Established 1863 � Member FDIC �
www.applebank.com

Get $1,000 at Closing and Other Benefits
with Your Residential Mortgage

TOTAL $1,300 VALUE� with any Apple Bank Residential Mortgage
��Get a Check for $1,000 at Closing
��NO Application Fee - Save $300
�

NEW! LOANS UP TO 95% LOAN-TO-VALUE NOW AVAILABLE

CHOOSE THE PROGRAM that Meets Your Needs
��SONYMA Low Interest Rate Program
��Affordable Mortgages for Low and Moderate Income Homebuyers
��Co-op Loans*
��75-Day Rate Locks on Adjustable Rate Loans
��60-Day Rate Locks on Fixed Rate Loans

To learn more, call us toll free at 1-888-883-0464 today!

All programs are subject to change without prior notice. Advertised offers cannot be combined with other 
offers. This offer does not apply to Home Equity Loans. Apple Bank is not responsible for typographical er-
rors. Rates may vary based on property type, use, purpose and other factors. Loans over 80% loan-to-value 
require mortgage insurance.  Mortgage insurance payments are the responsibility of the borrower.  Loan 
rebate cannot exceed closing costs. *Co-op loans not available in CT or NJ.  Other terms and conditions 
apply. To receive this offer, this ad must be presented to an Apple Bank representative.  NMLS #446713.

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

ALL IN THE FAMILY
Term-limited City Councilwoman 

Annabel Palma laughing off a 
rumor she’s thinking of backing her 
hubby for the job in the 18th Coun-
cil District covering Soundview, 
Parkchester and Castle Hill.

We recently reported local state 
Senator Ruben (The Rev) 
Diaz Sr. said he’s ready to give 
up the schlep to Albany (and lower 
salary) after this term for the easy 
commute to City Hall (and $112G 
salary).

William (Willie) Rivera, 
who’s also eying Annabel’s seat, re-
cently made an aborted carpetbag-
ger run for term-limited Joel Ri-
vera’s Council seat next door in E. 
Tremont, with Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca protege Richie Torres 
clobbering his challengers.

Whoever winds up running for 
Annabel’s seat may have to kiss at 
least two rings - hers and local As-
semblyman Luis Sepulveda’s.

Both told us they’ll want a strong 
say in who gets to climb the greasy 
political pole in the primary there.

With half of Luis’ district covering 
Parkchester and Castle Hill, his 200-

plus member political clubhouse 
could easily help swing the vote.

As for Annabel’s political future, 
“maybe I’ll run for Senator Diaz’s 
seat,” she joked (?).

MORRISANIA SEAT
With incumbent Assemblyman 

Eric Stevenson up to his chin in 
trouble with the feds, whatever the 
outcome of that bribery case, we’d 
say his seat in Morrisania’s 79th 
Assembly District is up for grabs 
next year.

We hear on good authority that 
former local Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benjamin  recent ly 
moved back into the nabe from 
New Jersey with an eye on the seat. 
But then, we don’t hear there’s any 
great interest from the Dem organi-
zation in backing him. 

Meanwhile, we hear attorney 
Marsha Michaels could be a 
a favorite for County backing, es-
pecially after she helped Civil Court 
Judges Liz Taylor and Eddie 
McShane get elected. Aaand, 
she has strong roots in Concourse 
Village West, which has the stron-
gest voting bloc in the district.

CHALLENGES

After all the saber rattling on 
both sides, it looks as if Senator 
Jeff Klein may avoid a strongly 
backed challenge for his north 
Bronx / lower Westchester seat 
next year.

Jeff, who heads the breakaway 
Independent Democratic Confer-
ence, and regular Senate Demo-
cratic Conference members  have 
been circling each other like two 
bar room brawlers ever since Jeff 
joined his conference with Senate 
Republicans to form a majority, de-
spite the regular Dems holding the 
ELECTED majority.

West Bronx Senator Gustavo 
Rivera (Do NOT invite these two 
to the same bar room), told us reg-
ular Senate Dems are looking to 
protect a couple of seats and take 
on some Republican ones to nar-
row the gap.

While term-limited City Council-
man Ollie Koppel has been ru-
mored to be looking at a run against 
Jeff, it doesn’t seem to be gaining 
much traction at the moment. But 
never count Ollie out of anything.

LIGHTS OUT
One of our new favorite bar-

tenders, Joe Jemma at An-
tonio’s Trattoria on Belmont and 
Crescent avenues over in Little It-
aly, tells us between a stream of 
jokes that local restaurants are 
missing all the customers they 
used to get before the Bronx Zoo 
pulled the plug for lack of fund-
ing on the its annual Holiday Lights 
Show. And if you want to know all 
about your horoscope sign, just 
ask Joe. 

COP CORNER
While it giveth with one hand, 

the NYPD (read that micro-man-
ager Ray Kelly ) taketh with 
the other.

With great fanfare, it just re-
leased a new interactive map giv-
ing Bronxites and other New York-
ers a look at the number and types 
of felony (but not serious misde-
meanor or shooting)  crimes in their 
precincts - down to their blocks. Go 
to www.nyc.gov/nypd.

At the same time, it (read that 
Kelly ) ordered local precincts 
NOT to give out information on 
cr ime complaints - basical ly 
blotter items - to local newspa-
pers, referring them instead to 

the overworked and not always 
media-friendly office of the Dep-
uty Commissioner for Public In-
formation, where a staffer told 
us we could always file a Free-
dom of Information Act request 
if we wanted to view a specific 
compla in t .  The PD suddenly 
claims the names and addresses 
of victims and other sensitive 
info is on the complaints, which 
reporters have been viewing for 
decades.

I s  th is  ou tgo ing Commis-
sioner Kelly’s slap at the media? 
Who knows? But we’d expect 
incoming commissioner Bi l l 
Bratton, a very press-friendly 
guy during his last reign at 1 Po-
lice Plaza, to modify THAT order 
toot sweet. 

SWITCHED AT BIRTH
Our last column giving congrats 

to Soundview Assemblyman Mar-
cos Crespo and his wife on 
birth of new baby mistakenly listed 
his mother-in-law Virginia Molina 
(which we swear we saw on his 
Facebook). But either way, mom 
Virnalisy and baby Gracielas do-
ing just fi ne.

MR. BRONX
Thwaites Place and Barker Av-

enue in Pelham Parkway North 
will soon also be known as “Elias 
Karmon Way.” 

C i t y  C ounc i lman J immy 
Vacca saw his street nam-
ing bill officially approved Tues-
day, Dec. 10 to honor the longtime 
community activist, philanthro-
pist and businessman nicknamed 
“Mr. Bronx” for his dedication to 
the borough.  

Karmon served on an arms’ 
length number of local boards, non-
profi ts, religious and other boards, 
as well as serving as president of 
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce.

 “Now ‘Mr. Bronx’ will be a 
part of the borough forever,” say-
eth Jimmy.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Dec. 14 - Assemblyman Jose 

(Papi) Rivera.
Dec. 15 - Congressman Joe 

Crowley’s chief of staff Ann-
marie Anzalone.

Dec. 15 -City Councilman Ol-
lie Koppell.

Dec. 20 - Bronx environmental 
activist Karen Argenti.
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By DAVID CRUZ
Those green taxis zip-

ping up and down the bor-
ough are still a rarity.

But more and more are 
expected to trickle in over 
the next few months. 

Representatives from the 
Taxi and Limousine Com-
mission, overseeing the 
newly-created Street Hail 
Licenses or Boro Taxis, 
have gone on several speak-
ing tours recently, letting 
neighbors know the green 
cabs are coming to a bor-
ough over-saturated with 
livery cabs. 

Green cabs fi rst rolled 
out in August, part of the 
Bloomberg Administra-
tion’s plan to legalize street 
hails in the outer boroughs.

The TLC has been tasked 
to convert the livery cabs 
commonly found in the bor-
ough, equipping each ve-
hicle with a taxi meter and 
GPS unit.

The Bronx is home to 
30 cab companies found in 
Parkchester, Kingsbridge 
and Pelham Bay now 
cleared to serve as a home 
base for green cabs, which 
can continue taking call-in 
customers.

Roughly 1600 of 6,000 
planned green cabs are on 
the road, thanks to a rela-
tively cheap medallion li-
cense that initially went for 
$1,500.  Next round of medal-
lions will be doubled, with 
an estimated 2,000 drivers 
on the waiting list. 

So what’s behind the lag?  
A lengthy process.

“The Bronx was a late-
comer,” said Cira Angeles, 
who heads the borough’s 
Livery Base Owners Asso-
ciation in the borough. 

For drivers to convert 
a livery cab into a stan-
dard green taxi, a number 
of steps need to be taken, 
including affi liating the li-

cense with a base, painting 
the vehicle, paperwork with 
the DMV, and securing ap-
pointments with the TLC.  
In all, the process can take 
up to 90 days.

With cabs green lit to go 
green in August, the likeli-
hood of seeing all of them 
on the road is sometime in 

spring of next year, accord-
ing to a TLC spokesman.

Converting a car isn’t 
cheap either.  Between per-
mits and remodeling a ve-
hicle, drivers can expect to 
shell out thousands before 
getting their car out on the 
streets. 

Wheelchair-accessible 

taxis have double the prep 
time to re-purpose their 
ride, with the fi rst fl eet 
of such cars set to hit the 
roads by summer 2014.

 The TLC has been offer-
ing drivers grants to either 
buy or alter a wheelchair-
accessible ride, which 
would likely help offset the 

sky high medallions for the 
specially-equipped cars. 

Once they’re on the 
road, they can pick up 
anywhere in the borough.  
The downside is should a 
driver drop someone off in 
a restricted area, they are 
banned from picking any-
one up, sending them home 
empty handed, opening up 
criticisms from green taxi 
naysayers.

Speculation has 
mounted over the future of 
the green taxis, with May-
or-elect Bill de Blasio re-
portedly saying he would 
like to “go back to the draw-
ing board” on the plan. 

The city is looking to 
read thoughts from Bronx-
ites on the issue, encour-
aging anyone to log onto 
www.borotaxis.org to 
write a brief comment on 
where they were picked up 
and what the experience 
was like. 

New boro cabs expected over next few months

Green cabs are coming to the Bronx, but you may have to wait a hail of a long time.

Not easy being green in Bronx 
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Use Your FLEX SPENDING 
This Holiday Season

Bring a new and unwrapped toy or book to  
Eye Care Unlimited and make a  
less fortunate child smile this Christmas

GIVE the GIFT of  SIGHTf
Gift Certificates and Gift Cards for  

stocking stuffers for practical gift giving!

$75 OFF

 

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses
featuring
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3149 Bruckner Blvd., Bronx, NY 10461

(347) 909-1469

bronxjudoandmartialarts.com

Bronx Judo would like to thank the 
competitors listed below for their hard 
work, diligent training and dedication.  
They placed 1st, 2nd and 3rd in Judo competitions for Boys, Girls, Men & 
Women divisions at tournaments in NY, MA, NJ, CT this past year, 2013. 
We look forward to a safe, healthy and prosperous 2014. 
Come train with us!  Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!

JUDO & MARTIAL ARTS
BRONX

Anna Balter
Nina Bektic

David Burgos
Matthew Burgos

Ava Campolo
Craig Campolo

Keith Chappell
Tyler Cruz

Leannie DeLeon
Marcelo DeLeon,

Ethan Fermin
Hayllie Fermin

Kyle Fermin
Ernie Fernandez
Jonathan Forte
Natasha Forte

Alan Hicks
Mark Paris

Matthew Pasiuk
Nylah Torres
Xavier Torres

Brendon Tracey
Jerry Vessichio

(Masters Champion)



BY BEN KOCHMAN
Cops collared two 

masked men who fol-
lowed a 45-year-old to 
the door of his Bronx 
Park East apartment and 
bashed his head in with 
loaded guns on Black Fri-
day, Nov. 29, according to 
a police report.

But two weeks later, 
police at the 49th Pre-
cinct are still unsure why 
the victim was targeted. 
Such crimes are labeled 
“home invasions” and 
are usually drug related. 
But a canine sweep of the 
man’s apartment, as well 
as detective research, 
showed that the victim 
had no history of be-
ing involved in the drug 
trade, police said.

“We think at this point 
that it’s a case of mis-
taken identity,” said Dep-
uty Inspector Lorenzo 
Johnson, commanding 
offi cer at the Four-Nine.

A Bloody Tangle

The two men were ar-
rested as they attempted 
to fl ee the scene outside 

2108 Bronx Park East, ac-
cording to the police re-
port. The alleged robbers 
made it to the threshold 
of the victim’s apartment 
before a witness called 
911, Johnson said.

A unit arrived to fi nd 
the bloodied 45-year-old 
victim, who confi rmed 
that he had been followed 
inside and then blud-
geoned.

Meanwhile, outside on 
the street, a Sergeant N. 
Bakraqi on plainclothes 
patrol who got the origi-
nal dispatch noticed two 
men walking away from 
the building. When an 
unmarked backup police 
vehicle arrived at the 
scene, the two men re-
versed direction.

Bakraqi approached 
the men, at which point 
they started running. 
One of them dropped a 
gun into nearby bushes. 
Moments later, the ser-
geant managed to grab 
on of the suspects, while 
his partner, an Offi cer 
R. Morales, grabbed the 

other, according to the 
report.

Mysterious Victim

Police recovered a full 
bounty of tools that sug-
gest the men had plans to 
enter the apartment and 
take on whoever was in-
side. They found masks, 
gloves and handcuffs. 

But when cops entered 
the victim’s apartment 
they found nothing of 
value, Johnson said. The 
rooms were fi lled with 
piles of junk.

“It looked like a hoard-
er’s apartment,” Bakraqi 
said.

Cops are still search-
ing for an accomplice 
who was part of the hall-
way struggle and another 
who waited outside as a 
getaway driver.

Guns off street

The two arrested sus-
pects, Nelson Merced, 
32, and David Rivera, 
46,  were ordered held 
on $500,000 and $250,000 
bail respectively. Both 
have prior arrests for 
narcotics possession and 

robbery.
The home invasion ar-

rest was rare, Johnson 
said. Since most home 
invasions take place be-

tween drug dealers, they 
usually aren’t reported. 

This time, the Four-
Nine was up to the task.

“Thanks to our police 

work, we took two guns 
off the street and two 
bad guys,” Johnson said. 
“Hopefully we can lock 
them up for a long time.”
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888 293 8472 
3211 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NYO%APR

for72mos
on sel. mdls. for  qual. buyers.

*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subject to change without notice. Total payments/purchase option: Terrain: $6201/$15,886; Acadia: $8541/$21,508; Regal: $7371/$16,838; Encore: $8541/$13,044. Payments incl. all rebates to dlr – Subject to primary lender approval. 
Leases are based on 10K miles per year/25¢ per mile over. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear & maintenance. All lease prices must be financed by dealer to qualify - Subj. to primary lender approval and required qualifications & terms; credit severity may alter rates, terms, down 
payment, see dealer for complete details. Must take delivery from dealers stock by 12/17/13. ^Must currently have a 1999 or newer non GM vehicle to qualify for rebate. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typo. errors. NYC DCA #0927744. DMV FAC #7070432.

New Look, Same Great Offers!

MileaBuickGMC.com

Stk#14095, 4cyl, auto, pwr steer/wind/locks/ABS/mirrors, AM/FM/CD, A/C, keyless entry, cruise, tilt, aluminum 
wheels, StabiliTrak, fwd. MSRP $27,390. Due at signing: $2500+1st pymnt+$595 bank fee+tax / tags. Includes 
rebates: $2250 ccr, $500 conquest^. USB lease-subj. to primary lender approval.

/mirrors, AM/FM/CD, A/C, keyless entry, cruise, tilt, alum

$159 *

Per Mo.  
39 Mos. 

 Incl: 2yr Scheduled 
Maintenance 

OnStar/SiriusXM.A NEW LEASE ON LUXURY

Call us today for details.

New 2013 Buick Verano  Stk#13166B, Stk#13135B

MANAGER’S SPECIAL!

Stk#14029B, 4cyl, auto, pwr steer/wind/
locks/ABS/mirrors, AM/FM/CD, A/C, keyless 
entry, cruise, tilt, rear vision camera, 18” 
wheels, fwd, StabiliTrak. MSRP $25,085. 
Due at signing: $2500+1st pymnt+$595 
bank fee+tax / tags. Includes rebates: $1080 
ccr, $500 conquest^. USB lease-subj. to
primary lender approval.

$219 *

Per Mo.  
39 Mos. 

Lease
For

New 2014 BUICK
Encore

tails.

New 2014

Terrain SLE1
Stk#
whe

Ne

$189 *

Per Mo.  
39 Mos. 

Lease
For

Stk#14044B, 4dr, 4cyl turbo, auto, pwr steer/
wind/locks/ABS/mirr/heated leather sts, AM/
FM/CD, A/C, keyless entry, cruise, tilt, rear 
vision camera, 18” wheels, fwd, StabiliTrak. 
MSRP $30,615. Due at signing: $2500+1st 
pymnt+$595 bank fee+tax / tags. Includes 
rebates: $2520 ccr, $1000 conquest^. USB 
lease-subj. to primary lender approval.

New 2014 BUICK
Regal 1SL

Stk#14031, 6cyl, auto, pwr steer/wind/
locks/ABS/mirrors, AM/FM/CD, A/C, key-
less entry, cruise, tilt, aluminum wheels, 
rear park assist, 8 pass, MSRP $35,260. 
Due at signing: $2500+1st pymnt+$595 
bank fee+tax / tags. Includes rebates: 
$1475 ccr, $500 conquest^. USB lease-
subj. to primary lender approval.

$219 *

Per Mo.  
39 Mos. 

Lease
For

New 2014

Acadia SLE1

eels, StabiliTrak, fwd. MSRP
ates: $2250 ccrc , $500 con

whe
rebrebrebrebrerererererererrrr a

/
y-
s, 
0. 
95

*

2 to  
choose  

from

leaBuickGMC.comiililleleeaeaBaBBuBuuiuiicicckGckkGkGGMGMMC.MCC.C.ccocoomom
Incl: 2yr Scheduled

Maintenance
OnStar/SiriusXM.A NEW LEASE ON LUXURY

New 2013 Buick Veranow Stk#13166B Stk#13135B

22 to 2
choose 

from

Offi cer Morales (left) and Sergeant Bakraqi have reason to smile: they netted two armed robbers in 
Pelham Parkway.                                       Photo by Ben Kochman

Two masked men collared on Black Friday
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40th PCT.
MON, OCT. 28th, 8:00 a.m. – 470 

Jackson Ave. A search is on for the 
culprits who broke into a high school. 
The unknown bandits removed some 
government property which was later 
on recovered with the school. Officials 
report that a computer was reported 
missing. The inquiry is ongoing by de-
tectives.

MON, OCT. 28th, 5:25 p.m. – 
680 East 138 St. Police investigators 
are looking into an incident where a 
parked vehicle was damaged. What 
has the concern of law enforcement 
officials is the fact that the vehicle 
was damaged by a person who fired 
a gun at it. Evidence was recovered at 
the scene by police officers.

THUR, OCT. 31st, 6:20 p.m. 
– 320 Beekman Ave. A 32 year old 
black male could be facing more than 
a year in jail. The male culprit was ar-
rested by police for having a 22-cail-
ber semi-automatic pistol without the 
proper license. The gun was vouched 
as evidence. 

FRI, NOV. 1st, 12:50 a.m. – Ea-
gle Ave. and East 158 St. Another 
young male was taken into custody by 
police for possessing a gun. A 16 year 
old black male was arrested as police 
officers removed a 22-caliber revolver 
from the culprit’s control. The gun was 
vouched as evidence. 

41st PCT.
THUR, OCT. 31st, 6:30 a.m. – 

932 Kelly St. The discovery of a wom-
an’s body came to the attention of 
law enforcement officials. Investiga-
tors indicated that the death of the 34 
year old woman was suspicious, but 
the Medical Examiner’s office later 
on indicated that the woman had suf-
fered from seizures and had choked 
to death. 

THUR, OCT. 31st, 11:00 p.m. – 
878 Bryant Ave. Police were alerted 
to an assault upon a male. The male 
victim was transported to Lincoln 
Medical Center suffering from a slash 
wound to his back. Local detectives 
are handling the inquiry.

42nd PCT.
SUN, OCT. 27th, 9:10 a.m. – 923 

Union Ave. Authorities are looking into 
a store robbery. An unknown male 
entered a store at gun point. Showing 
the weapon to a store clerk, the culprit 
was given one-hundred and fifty dol-
lars before fleeing. 

TUES, OCT. 29th, 6:40 a.m. – 
St. Paul’s Pl. and Third Ave. Police in-
vestigators from Highway 1’s Critical 
Investigation Sq. are looking into an 
incident that claimed a life. Officials 
reported that a bicyclist was struck 
and killed by a vehicle. 

THUR, OCT. 31st, 10:00 p.m. 
– 971 Prospect Ave. Authorities are 
looking for a male who robbed a lo-
cal business. Wearing a wolf look-
ing mask, the thief entered the com-
mercial business at gun point. The 
thief was provided with an unknown 
amount of money before fleeing. 

43rd PCT.
SUN, OCT. 27th, 7:50 a.m. – 

1323 Castle Hill Ave. A search was 
conducted for a male who committed 
a robbery. At gun point, an unknown 
male stole a pocketbook. The culprit 
struck the victim on the head authori-
ties reported. 

MON, OCT. 28th, 8:50 p.m. – 
1130 Colgate Ave. Additional police 
officers from the Emergency Service 
Squad were needed to help contain 
a barricaded man. The emotionally 
upset 23 year old Hispanic man was 
in an apartment and refused to open 
the door. Once they gained entry the 
man was removed from the home and 
transported to Jacobi Medical Center 
without any additional problems. 

44th PCT.
MON, OCT. 28th, 3:50 p.m. – 

River Ave. and East 153 St. Police in-
vestigators are looking into a shooting 
that sent an elderly woman to a neigh-
borhood hospital. A 79 year old His-
panic woman was admitted to Lincoln 
Medical Center suffering from a bul-
let wound to the left side of the chest. 
The inquiry is underway.  

FRI, NOV. 1st, 8:10 p.m. – East 
169 St. First responders came to the 
aid of a 19 year old male. The Hispanic 
teen received a laceration to the right 
arm during a robbery attempt. Local 
detectives will handle the inquiry.

45th PCT.
SUN, OCT. 27th, 10:55 a.m. – 

Police investigating a reported rape 
arrested a male suspect. A 27 year old 
black woman provided officials with 
sufficient information that lead to the 
arrest of a culprit. 

46th PCT.
SUN, OCT. 27th, 9:25 a.m. – 

2077 Anthony Ave. Additional police 
officers were sent into the area after a 
young woman was shot. Members of 
the Bronx Task Force assisted police 
officers from the Ryer Ave. police sta-
tion as they searched a crime scene. 
The effect paid off with officers recov-
ering a 357-caliber revolver nearby. 
Detectives are conducting the inquiry.  

MON, OCT. 28th, 9:40 p.m. – 
Cross Bronx Expwy. and Jerome Ave. 
A multivehicle accident sent five per-
sons to local hospitals. Lincoln Medi-
cal Center treated one of the victims 
while the other four were transported 
to St. Barnabas Hospital. Police inves-
tigators are looking into the incident 
that caused a massive problem for 
motorist. 

THUR, OCT. 31st, 7:30 p.m. – 

East 180 St. and Anthony Ave. Police 
investigators are looking into an in-
cident where a gun was fired. Police 
officers at the scene indicated that no 
one had been injured. 

THUR, OCT. 31st, 10:45 p.m. – 
Walton Ave and East 175 St. Authori-
ties are looking for the person who 
discharged a gun. No injuries were re-
ported, buy local sleuths are looking 
for any one   shed some information 
on the incident. 

FRI, NOV. 1st, 4:05 p.m. – Je-
rome Ave. and East Burnside Ave. Two 
males were injured during a robbery. A 
29 year old black male was slashed on 
the right side of the face, while anoth-
er 29 year old black male was stabbed 
once in the wrist officials report by a 
group of males. A smart phone was 
taken during the robbery among other 
property. 

47th PCT.
TUES, OCT. 29th, 1:00 a.m. – 

642 East 221 St. Police investigators 
are faced with a homicide inquiry. A 
male victim had been shot twice with 
wounds to the torso and neck area. 
The victim expired within minutes af-
ter being shot officials indicated. Upon 
checking the crime scene officers re-
covered evidence that could be helpful 
during the inquiry. 

WED, OCT. 30th, 4:55 p.m. – 
2187 New England Thwy. Authorities 
opened an inquiry into a stabbing. Po-
lice officers arriving at the crime scene 
found a male who had been stabbed. 
The victim was suffering from a mi-
nor non-life threatening injury officials 
indicated and refused any additional 
medical attention.  

THUR, OCT. 31st, 3:00 p.m. – A 
statement from a very young teen-
ager was enough for police to arrest 
the victim’s step-father. The 13 year 
old girl was taken to Montefiore Hos-
pital suffering from abdominal pain. 
Upon examination the medical staff 
determines that the young teenager 
is pregnant. Police were alerted and 
the inquiry leads to the arrest of her 
step-father. 

FRI, NOV. 1st, 11:15 a.m. – Light 
St. and Dyre Ave. Police are looking 
into accident involving a city sanita-
tion vehicle. The vehicle struck an el 
pillar causing the driver to fall out of 
the truck. The driver was then run 
over by the vehicle. The city employ-
ee was transported to Jacobi Medical 
Center in critical condition. Police of-
ficers from Highway 1’s Critical Acci-
dent Squad were called to the scene 
to conduct the inquiry. 

FRI, NOV. 1st, 3:05 p.m. – 829 
Adee Ave. Police were able to gain 
control of an emotionally upset man. 

The man had locked himself in his 
home after refusing to take his medi-
cations. Police officers from the Emer-
gency Service squad were able to gain 
control of the male without any other 
problems. 

FRI, NOV. 1st, 11:45 p.m. – 666 
East 233 St. Police are looking for the 
motorist who struck and killed a per-
son in the Wakefield community. The 
pedestrian was killed by a vehicle that 
fled the scene. Investigators from 
the Highway 1’s Critical Investigation 
Squad are handling the inquiry.

48th PCT.
MON, OCT. 28th, 12:35 p.m. – 

4143 Third Ave. Authorities are look-
ing into an incident that placed a scare 
throughout a high school. A caller in-
dicated to school officials that they 
threatened to blow up the school. Po-
lice officers responded to the Bronx 
Eagle Academy Educational facility. 
Officials ordered a grid search of the 
entire facility, but came up empty 
handed. 

MON, OCT. 28th, 2:15 p.m. – 
1122 East 180 St. Police officers 
merged on a neighborhood high 
school after an official received notifi-
cation that a student might be armed. 
There was a report that a student had 
gotten a gun inside the education 
building. The facility went into a soft 
lock down as a search was conduct-
ed. No weapon was recovered. 

WED, OCT. 30th, 11:50 p.m. – 
1829 Southern Blvd. An investigation 
was started by local sleuths after au-
thorities learned that a federal office 
had been broken into. The plate glass 
window of the local Social Security of-
fice was shattered officials indicated. 
Missing was a flat screen T.V. set. 
Federal authorities are assisting with 
the inquiry. 

FRI, NOV. 1st, 11:35 p.m. – 
Southern Blvd and East 180 St. The 
medical staff at St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal treated a victim of a shooting. The 
21 year old black male was suffering 
from a bullet wound to the left thigh. 

49th PCT.
SUN, OCT. 27th, 4:00 a.m. – 

2802 Olinville Ave. Police officials 
were faced with a barricade situation 
that sent a woman to Jacobi Medical 
Center. A 43 year old black woman 
was transported to the hospital suf-
fering from a stab wound to the left 
arm. Once police gained control of a 
67 year old man, he was arrested and 
charged with the assault.

SUN, OCT. 27th, 3:15 p.m. – As-
tor Ave and Throop Ave. Detectives 
are looking into the death of a middle 

aged man. A 45 year old man was rid-
ing around a bike lane when he suf-
fered an apparent heart attack. The 
man expired at Jacobi Medical Center 
officials indicated.

50th PCT.
MON, OCT. 28th, 11:40 a.m. – 

3001 Kingsbridge Ter. Police investi-
gators were sent to Montefiore Hospi-
tal to looking into a shooting. A 25 year 
old black male appeared at the hos-
pital seeking help for a bullet wound 
to the right leg. Police officers at the 
crime scene recovered evidence that 
could be helpful to detectives. 

TUES, OCT. 29th, 12:30 p.m. 
– 18 Jacobs Pl. Police investigators 
were called into the Marble Hill com-
munity. City Marshals were on the 
scene to evict a tenant when they 
found what appeared to been a drug 
lab. Police were alerted and investiga-
tors from the Narcotics Bureau were 
notified of the incident. An inquiry is 
underway. 

WED, OCT. 30th, 1:30 p.m. – 55 
Kappock St. Authorities are looking 
into an apparent suicide that occurred 
in the southern area of Riverdale. Ar-
riving police officers recovered the 
body of a man who apparently took 
his own life. 

FRI, NOV. 1st, 4:30 a.m. – Riv-
erdale Ave. and West 231 St.  Three 
suspects were arrested by police of-
ficers looking into a robbery. Three 
black males robbed a 23 year old 
Asian man of jewelry and other items 
at gunpoint. Police working on the in-
cident recovered a 25-caliber semi-
automatic pistol while arresting the 
three culprits. 

 52nd PCT. 
WED, OCT. 30th, 6:45 p.m. – 

Grand Concourse and East 198 St. 
Investigators are looking into an inci-
dent that sent a man to St. Barnabas 
Hospital. The victim, a 29 year old His-
panic male, was suffering from a bul-
let wound to the hand. The victim was 
reported to be in stable condition.

WED, OCT. 30th, 11:40 p.m. – 
2663 Heath Ave. Authorities learned 
of a shooting after the public called 
‘9-1-1’ looking for help. Arriving police 
officers found a black male who was 
suffering from a bullet wound to the 
chest area. The male was taken to St. 
Barnabas Hospital in stable condition. 
Police officers at the crime scene re-
covered evidence that could be helpful 
to investigators.  

FRI, NOV. 1st, 2:00 a.m. – East 
199 St. and Jerome Ave. Police inves-
tigators are looking for five culprits in-
cluding a female. The five culprits ap-
parently attacked two males. 

FRI, NOV. 1st, 8:50 p.m. – 3518 
Bainbridge Ave. Authorities are looking 
into the death of a 72 year old Hispan-
ic man. The elderly man’s body was 
found in an assisted living facility.  

Housing
WED, OCT. 30th, 5:55 p.m. – 

1040 Rosedale Ave. Housing PSA # 8 
officers have teamed up with detec-

tives from the 43rd Pct. Squad to look 
for the person who fired a bullet into 
an apartment. The projective entered 
a bedroom officials report. There were 
no reported injuries.

WED, OCT. 30th, 7:40 p.m. – 
1309 Washington Ave. A 16 year old 
boy was arrested by police officers 
from PSA # 7. The Hispanic teen was 
nabbed by the Housing police officers 
while in possession of a 32-caliber 
semi-automatic pistol. 

THUR, OCT. 31st, 10:35 a.m. – 
Watson Ave. and Croes Ave. Police of-
ficers from Housing PSA # 8 are look-
ing for the culprit who shot a male. 
The male victim was suffering from a 
bullet wound to the leg upon arrival at 
Jacobi Medical Center. Additional po-
lice officers were sent into the com-
munity to assist with various tasks. 

THUR, OCT. 31st, 8:00 p.m. – 
1460 Washington Ave. Authorities are 
looking for the person who attacked 
a 30 year old black male. The male 
victim was transported to Lincoln 
Medical Center suffering from a slash 
wound to the left face. Police officers 
from PSA # 7 are working with detec-
tives from the 42nd Pct. Squad on this 
inquiry.

FRI, NOV. 1st, 5:00 p.m. – 1010 
Sound View Ave. A search is under-
way for the person who fired several 
bullets in to a building. Housing PSA 
# 8 officers indicated that the bul-
lets ripped into three different apart-
ments breaking windows. There were 
no reported injuries. Detectives from 
the 43rd Pct. Squad are handling the 
inquiry. 

Fire Log
TUES, OCT. 29th, 11:21 p.m. 

– 430 East 158 St. A blaze quickly 
spread from the basement to upper 
floors in a building near Third Ave. 
Engine 71 upon arrival indicated that 
there was a working fire in the struc-
ture.  Firefighters from the flames 
gaining control of the first and second 
floors in the private dwelling causing 
the incident commander to transmit a 
second alarm. Before the blaze was 
placed eight engine companies, five 
ladder companies, a squad compa-
ny, besides a rescue company were 
all called to the scene to assist with 
operations. 

TUES, OCT. 29th, 10:30 p.m. – 
100 Benchley Pl. A call in a Co-op City 
high-rise building was quickly extin-
guished by firefighters. The blaze was 
reported on the 11th floor of the 33 
story dwelling. 

FRI, NOV. 1st, 3:45 p.m. – 2550 
Olinville Ave. Firefighters were alert-
ed to a fire in a high-rise apartment 
building. The smoke-eaters were told 
that there was a fire in an apartment 
on the 6th floor. The blaze broke out 
in the kitchen area, but was quickly 
spreading. Battalion 27 at 3:53 p.m. 
indicated that three engine companies 
and two ladder companies were bring 
used to fight the fire. Shortly after 4 
p.m. and after checked were made 
of adjacent apartments and the floor 
about in the 18 story high dwelling the 
fire was declared under control.
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Pope Francis
Dear editor,

In the latest issue of BTR there appeared an 
article that summarized an infl uential lead-
er’s call for social justice.

To achieve such a lofty goal this leader 
called for access to health care, better educa-
tion and employment.

So called “free” markets, this leader wrote, 
should not be autonomous, capable of impos-
ing their will on those who have no choice or 
voice.

How similar to the goals of progressive 
leaders in the United States!

Was the writer a politician, a newspaper ed-
itor or a television newsperson? Could it have 
been President Obama?

No, it was Pope Francis, the leader of the 
world’s Roman Catholics, a man respected by 
members of all faiths and denominations.

Notice how the Pope’s statement is similar 
to the aims of progressives, and dissimilar to 
the positions of the right wing extremists who 
have been obstructing our governmental pro-
cesses for far too long.

We call ourselves a Christian nation. 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if during this joy-
ful season of Christmas the needs of the gen-
eral public were advanced and the avarice and 
greed that too often characterizes our society 
was abandoned?

Pasqual Pelosi

Open Schools
Dear editor,

Mr. Carrion (former Borough President 
Adolfo Carrion Jr.), even if he has no (current) 
hopes of elective offi ce, sure is right about at 
least one thing. - schools need to be open about 
14 hours a day if necessary to chip away at the 
encrusted , ignorant resistance to education.

If I’d ever said drivel like “reading is bor-
ing” to the grandmother who brought me up, 
my grandfather would’ve put me over his kned 
forthwith and whipped me with his belt.

And I’m afraid that wimp liberal “children’s 
rights” laws now in place are failing us.

I guess a parent’s only option now is to 
withhold allowance money or confi scate video 
games. Will that work?

Just poease ponder this fact a moment:
76% of the students in Dallas, Texas’ School 

of Science and Engineering are African-Amer-
ican and/or Latino.

We don’t have any school remotely aproach-
ing this fi gure here - not mostly because of un-
fair entrance requirements as alleged, but be-
cause while conservatives are laissez-faire on 
business, liberals are laissez-faire on every-
thing else, twitching, jumping and retreating 
at the least resistance.

Let us remember the fact-based Edward 
James Olmos movie “Stand and Deliver.”

Kids CAN do better - a lot better. But mind-
less activities like ice skating “ain’t” gonna get 
it done!

Alan Waldman

Hip Hop Prof
Dear editor,

Ben Kochman’s article on “street lit’ novel 

Pure Bronx was very interesting, mainly 
because it shows that at least one 1960s’ 
radical hasn’t gone away but has just got-
ten a lot older and has moved on to another 
form of radicalism.

 And that Mark Naison - a Jewish aca-
demic known as the Hip-Hop Professor - 
would be employed at Jesuit-run Fordham 
University for over 40 years now says much 
about a school that is close to offi cially be-
coming Catholic in Name Only.

The nutty professor from Crown 
Heights belonged to radical ‘60s’ groups 
CORE(Congress of Racial Equality) and 
SDS (Students for a Democratic Society).

 From his work Radical America, Pro-
fessor Naison lamented the death of Ted 
Gold - his comrade who was accidentally 
blown to bits by fellow SDS bombmakers in 
a Greenwich Village townhouse - describ-
ing what killed Gold as “a bomb meant for 
better targets.”

The Brooklynite Mr.Kochman ended 
his article by citing Naison’s rhetorical 
question of whether the violent criminals 
in the street-lit novel are justifi ed in their 
felony crimes because of the bank own-
ers and government offi cials who commit 
crimes too.

  Many patriots who follow aging but still 
active radicals like Mark Naison fi rmly be-
lieve that his ilk are hard-core revolution-
aries of the Marxist-Leninist persuasion 
who believe the ends justify the means.

 And if real-life heroin dealers and kid-
nappers and other violent criminals like 
the characters in “Pure Bronx” and other 
street lit help cause enough havoc and 
chaos in the streets of the Bronx and else-
where that eventually leads to the “class-
less” society where the only ones who are 
well-off are the dictators and commissars 
and those who lick their boots, so be it.

And what a marvelous photo - provided 
by the radical professor himself - accom-
panied the article: the old radical rubbing 
up against and putting his arm around the 
female grad student at Fordham who col-
laborated with him on “Pure Bronx” - and 
probably a radical waiting in the wings 
upon graduation to walk in the footsteps of 
her mentor.

The Bronx is inundated with serious 
economic, fi nancial and social problems. 
And a radical professor and presumably a 
radical student, both from a Jesuit univer-
sity, may just be using a new literary genre 
to exploit those problems and bring back a 
form of the 1960s’ revolutionary violence 
that the nutty professor is, to this day, 
probably still very proud of and who seeks 
to relive its glory.

 Ken Reynolds

Reynolds rap
Dear editor,

Pasqual Pelosi should be ashamed of 
himself for not responding as promptly 
as he should have to my letter on alleged 
racial favoritism. If an ardent multicul-
turalist and anti-racist such as he doesn’t 
have enough “free time” to excoriate and 
continually lie about someone he deems a 
bigot or racist, then he needs to make the 
time. As for my free time, radical liberals 
like him keep me so busy so that my R & R 
is limited.

I thank him so much that he gave 
his academic imprimatur to two of my 
letters(“reasonable”), but that’s because I 
criticized his presumed opposition politi-
cal party and drew positive attention to 
one of his few letters that didn’t “attack” 
me. But then he went rabid, lying that I 
have “disdain for latinos,” even innocent 
kids. As I’ve written before, PP either has 
a problem understanding plain English 
or deliberately lies about a committed an-
ti-multiculturalist by misconstruing his 
points. I claimed race favoritism in that 
letter, not race hatred. To a bigot like him, 
any criticism by a white person of some-
thing dealing with non-whites is Bigotry! 
and Racism!.

He went on to resort to his lousy humor 
by calling me Neanderthal for my opinion. 
Now if he called me a “prolifi c contribu-
tor” (thanks again) to BTR’s letters’ de-
partment, how can I be a caveman too? If 
he wants to humorize his anti-racist invec-
tive, maybe he should visit a Manhattan 
comedy club for some better ideas.

And I didn’t need a “non-white radar” 
to see big photos on two front pages in two 
straight issues; it’s he who has a radar 
that’s forever scanning for Racism!. PP 
then mounted his high horse to “help BTR 
readers” understand my views, for with-
out his indoctrination and sophistry, he 
believes they can’t reach their own conclu-
sions.

And once again, PP didn’t respond to my 
challenge to stop taking up space and time 
on the letters’ page with this skirmish and 
move it to a forum. I’ve done some online 
research on him and learned he’s a Morris 
Park resident, pushing 65, a former spe-
cial-ed teacher, and involved with ultra-
liberal activist group change.org. So let’s 
see if he responds to this last challenge and 
if he’ll bring all his anti-racism and multi-
culturalism to an open and a free debate. 
I’ll even come to MP for the occasion.

 Ken Reynolds

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor are welcome from all 
readers. They should be addressed care of 
this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454, or e-mail to 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, in-
cluding those submitted via e-mail, MUST 
be signed and with a verifi able address and 
telephone number included. Note that the  
address and telephone number  will NOT be 
published and the name will be published or 
withheld upon request. No unsigned letters 
can be accepted for publication. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all submissions.

LET US HEAR 
FROM YOU

SUBSCRIBING COMMUNITY GROUPS
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Community Association
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association
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Member FDIC

Michael Maloney 
EVP  |  (914) 768-6808
www.hudsonvalleybank.com
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Building Successful Business Relationships in the Bronx
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
Think twice before drop-

ping that old cell phone in 
the trash this holiday sea-
son.

That phone help could 
link a service member to 
their family.

The Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce and AT&T are 
teaming up for a phone 
drive that will go toward 
providing overseas mili-
tary personnel with free 
calling cards they can use 
to phone home.

Those with old phones to 
spare can drop off devices 
in specially marked bins at 
the Chamber’s cafeteria at 
the Hutchinson Metro Cen-
ter at 1200 Waters Pl.

The phones will go to 
Cell Phones for Soldiers, a 
group that sells the recy-
cled parts to third parties 
and then uses the proceeds 
to buy military pre-paid 
phone cards.

Before dropping that 

phone in the bin, donors are 
encouraged to remove any 
SIM card, erase data and 
restore the device to its fac-
tory settings.

Chamber chips in

The fi rst shipment of 
phones was set to go out Fri-
day, Dec. 13, but the Cham-
ber will keep the bins open 
throughout the holiday sea-
son.

“We are honored to be 
able to give back to the 
brave men and women who 
give so much for us by help-
ing them connect with their 
families,” said Lenny Caro, 
the Chamber’s president.

AT&T and Cell Phones 
for Soldiers have already 
raised more than $3 mil-
lion in phone cards over 
the years. The registered 
charity claims on its web-
site to have doled out over 
181 million minutes of free 
talk time since its inception 
in 2004.

Corporate donors

AT&T also supported 
the troops by donating over 
$450,000 to the Cell Phones 
for Soldiers’ “Helping He-

roes Home” program, 
which provides funds to 
vets struggling to adapt to 
civilian life.

The corporation says 
that it is wired to help the 
troops call home. 

“We understand the 

importance of keeping 
troops and their families 
connected, especially dur-
ing the holiday season,” 
said Marissa Shorenstein, 
AT&T’s New York State 
president.

City wide drive

New York’s other four 
boroughs are also holding 
similar phone drives.

The goal: net as many 
cells as possible, and con-
nect as many soldiers with 
their families this winter.

“Working with Cell 
Phones for Soldiers to pro-
vide troops away from home 
pre-paid phone cards is one 
way we can thank them for 
their service,” Shorenstein 
said. “I’m so glad AT&T 
is able to partner with the 
Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce to bring this pro-
gram to New Yorkers across 
the fi ve boroughs, and I en-
courage everyone to donate 
their old cell phones to this 
important cause.” 

Old cell phones help link calls home

Chamber drive for service members

Put it in the box: Marissa Shorenstein, New York State president of AT&T, and Lenny Caro, president of 
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce, welcome your donations. Photo by Ben Kochman
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Dig they must, but park 

their equipment? Not so 
good.

While major work con-
tinues on the Country 
Club sewer reconstruction 
project, the contractor has 
been denied space to park 
all his equipment, upset-
ting local resident.

Talks had been under-
way between the contrac-
tor and the state Depart-
ment of Transportation for 
the use of vacant land next 
to the Bruckner Express-
way as a staging area for 
the ongoing project, but 
they fell through. 

Staging areas are not 
commonly used in New 
York City sewer recon-
struction projects, and 
the city does not budget 
money for contractors to 
lease staging areas, said 
Community Board 10 dis-
trict manager Kenneth 
Kearns. 

The board approached 
the state DOT, he said, 
only because they had a 
piece of vacant properly, 
near Layton and Holly-
wood avenues, that the 
board felt could be used to 
store materials and equip-
ment used in the ongoing 
sewer reconstruction.   

“The state of New York 
is under absolutely no obli-
gation to provide a staging 
area,” said Kearns. “This 
isn’t their project, this is a 
New York City project. We 
asked that they do this as 
an accommodation.” 

According to Kearns, 
the state DOT determined 
that the contractor, JR 
Cruz, could use the land, 
but would have to make 
improvements, includ-
ing installing fencing and 
lighting. 

Kearns said that the 
contractor decided that 
since his city contract al-
ready allowed him use of 

Country Club streets to 
store equipment and ma-
terials - as is commonly 
the case in New York City 
projects - the contractor 
declined. 

“This contractor has 
been so helpful in so many 
other ways,” said Kearns, 
“so we can’t really fault 
him.” 

After receiving a fl urry 
of complaints at a 45th Pre-
cinct Community Coun-
cil meeting on Thursday, 
Dec. 5 from some local 
residents about materi-
als stored on the street, 
Kearns said that he would 
work with the contractor 
on what he termed “house-
keeping” issues.

These include mak-
ing sure the streets are 
washed down after excava-
tions, doing rodent abate-
ment, and using “silk-fenc-
ing”, which catches dust, 
he said.

But that all might not 

be enough for local Water-
bury Avenue resident Sy 
Newdell. 

Because material and 
equipment is blocking the 
street in front of his home, 
Newdell, who has trouble 
walking, often has to park 
his car blocks away.

He also believes dust 
from the project is causing 
possible health hazards. 

“There should be a lot 
of communication from 
them in terms of the prob-

lem,” said Newdell. “The 
fact is they are parking 
all their equipment on the 
street and taking away 
people’s parking, and it is 
disgraceful.” 

The most recent phases 
of the project are digging  
a 28-foot deep hole at a dia-
mond-shaped intersection 
at Wilcox, Waterbury, and 
Vincent avenues and a 36-
feet deep dig at Wilcox and 
Waterbury avenues, said 
Country Club Civic Asso-

ciation president Marcia 
Pavlica. 

These digs will allow 
boring machines enough 
room to work under-
ground without disturb-
ing streets above, she 
said. 

The project is designed 
to make improvements to 
storm and sanitary sew-
ers, which should stop 
fl ooding in some base-
ments. It has been in the 
works since about 1990. 

No storage area for County Club sewer project

One of the work holes being dug in the project in Country Club is seen here.  Photo by Patrick Rocchio 

Dig, yes. Park, no.
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Over the past 40 plus years The Pine has become a central part
of the holiday season for so many of our guests. Along with gen-
erous portions of the finest food, you will enjoy the warm hospi-
tality, excellent service, and holiday cheer of our experienced
staff. So whether you choose to dine in our restaurant or have us
prepare a feast for your family and friends to share at home, you
can take part in the resounding holiday spirit that is unique to
The Pine.

Come and enjoy some of our Holiday Delicacies:
Baked Clams | Seafood Salad | Shrimp Cocktail | Zuppa di Pesce

Bacalao | Pulpo Salad | Mussels Fra Diavolo | King Crab Legs | Lobster Tails
Chilean Sea Bass | Stuffed Calamari | Seafood Bouquets | Scungilli Marinara

All Christmas Eve and Christmas Day take out orders are available 
OVEN READY or FULLY COOKED

For those 21 and over, all orders of a $100 value or more receive a
COMPLIMENTARY Bottle of Red or White Wine.

Christmas Eve Seatings:  1:00 | 3:00 | 5:00 | 7:00 | 9:00

Santa will be here spreading the Christmas cheer 
and giving gifts to the children.

Open Christmas Day from 12:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Please make your reservations early, space is limited!

Host your holiday party at the Pine in one of our three
banquet rooms accommodating up to 200 guests.

Our staff will help you create a 
customized menu to your exact specifications.

A PINE GIFT CARD MAKES FOR A GREAT STOCKING STUFFER

Christmas at The Pine

10% off any gift 
card purchase of 

$50.00 or more 
until 12/31/13

Spend your time shopping.
Leave the cooking to us!

1913 Bronxdale Avenue
Bronx, New York 10462

T 718-792.5956   F 718-430.0998

www.fjpine.com

New Years Extravaganza 
RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT THE PINE RESTAURANT

Live Music by DJ Serg Entertainment
Cigar Roller Under Our Outdoor Heated Tent 

Belly Dancer / Drink Specials & Open bar / Champagne Toast
Watch The Ball Drop On Our Big Screen TV’s

Gourmet Buffet Showcasing Cuisine From Around The World

-EXTENDED COCKTAIL HOUR-
Chef Selection Passed Hordouvers

Old Fashioned Antipasta Table:
Display of Italian Style Cured Meat • Imported Cheese

Homemade Foccacia • Roasted Peppers • Marinated Olives
Homemade Fresh Mozzarella • Bruschetta • Tossed Salad

Artisan Bread Display

GRAND SEAFOOD BAR:
Jumbo Chilled Shrimp • Sea Scallops • King Crab Legs

Seafood Salad • Clams • Mussels 

SUSHI BAR:
California Rolls • Spicy Tuna Rolls • Salmon Rolls

“Just To Name A Few”

HOT APPETIZERS:
Baked Clams • Eggplant Rollatini • Fried Calamari

Scarpriello Style Wings • Mussels Fridiavlo • Beef Empanadas

-MAIN ATTRACTION-

PASTA STATION:
CREATE YOUR OWN 

Variety of traditional and not so
traditional selections to choose from

Wok Station/Taco Station
Our version of stir fry with an Italian twist/Build your own

CARVING BLOCK:
Prime Rib of Beef • Baby Suckling

SPECIALTIES:
Paella • Sausage & Peppers • Veal Marsala

Chicken Francese •Broiled Salmon Scampi Style

-VIENNESE TABLE-
A Beautiful Display of Delicious 

Desserts • Cakes • Cordials and Specialty Stations

1913 Bronxdale Avenue • Bronx, New York 10462
T. 718-792.5956 | F. 718-430.0998 | www.fjpine.com

$90.00 per person + tax & gratuity | Valet Parking

Premium Open Bar - 8:00pm to 1:00am
Party Favors & More!!!



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r

 1
3

-
1

9
, 2

0
1

3
   

   
2

0

GOLDENCARE MEDICAL CENTER
3134 East Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10461

PHONE: 718-239-1000
Most Insurance Plans Accepted | Se Habla Español

NEW OFFICE HOURS

CALL AND SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

GOLDENCARE MEDICAL CENTER 
HEALTHCARE FOR ALL

Hematology

Podiatry Nephrology

CHANGSOO RHIM, MD
Board Certified 

Multi Specialty Practice

IMMIGRATION PHYSICALS

Internal Medicine

(Near Coddington Avenue)

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A Bronx lawmaker has 

one Halal of an idea.
New York City’s schools 

should be required to offer 
lunch options that meet Is-
lamic law’s strict dietary 
guidelines.

 Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda plans to introduce 
the proposal in the next leg-
islative session.

The bill comes at a time 
when the city’s Muslim 
population is increasing 
—including in the Assem-
blyman’s own Parkchester 
district, which is packed 
with immigrants from Ban-
gladesh.

“It is important to rep-
resent and respect the cus-
toms of each child,” said 
Sepulveda. “Whether one 
child in a school observes 
these practices or many, 
each child should be made 
to feel welcomed.”

Strict Halal rules

Halal food must abide by 

Islamic scripture’s rules. 
Pork is always forbidden 
and meat must be slaugh-
tered in strict ways outlined 
in Islamic scripture.

Sepulveda’s bill would 
add a clause to the State ed-
ucation law mandating that 
schools in any city with a 
population of over one mil-
lion provide halal options.

Such a mandate would 
help hungry students 
like 10-year-old Sunnah 
Tafadar, a fi fth grader at 
Parkchester’s P.S. 119.

Tafadar said she can 
sometimes use the salad 
bar at lunch, but most of 
the food would be unlawful 
for her to eat. She’s forced 
to watch friends munch on 
their meals while she either 
eats her bag lunch or has to 
use the salad bar.

“I’d really like to try 
the chicken nuggets,” she 
joked.

Forced to bring food

Tafadar’s parents usu-

ally pack her a lunch. Her 
father Raouf suspects the 
school cafeteria’s vegetables 

might be cooked in oil that 
has touched pork, which 
would make it unlawful.

Even most of the bread 
the cafeteria uses is not 
technically halal, he said, 

since it is made with chem-
icals barred by Islamic 
scripture.

A spokesperson from 
the Department of Educa-
tion would not comment 
on the pending legislation, 
and added that the DOE al-
ready serves 860,000 meals 
a day and has taken steps 
in recent years to provide 
healthier vegetarian op-
tions.

Bigger Muslim Voice

The halal bill is not 
the only Islamic-friendly 
school law on the table in 
a city where Muslims are 
fi nding a larger voice.

Mayoral-elect Bill de 
Blasio and his foe Joe 
Lhota both promised dur-
ing their campaigns to 
recognize the Islamic holy 
days Eid al-Fitr and Eid 
al-Adha as offi cial school 
holidays.

They cited a statistic 
that 13 percent of the city’s 
students are Muslim.

Parkchester assemblyman cites growing Muslim population

Tafadar Sunnah (l) shows some of the halal food she’d love to fi nd in her public school cafetaria as dad, 
Tafadar Raouf, looks on.  Photo by Ben Kochman.

Pol pushing halal school food
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Make your reservations today for the mega New Year’s Eve Gala at the 
all-new Surf Club on the Sound. Only $150 per person with an amazing 
dinner, unlimited liquor. Music by DJ Serg and a champagne countdown!

Santa Claus
Is coming to the All New SURF CLUB on the SOUND

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
12pm to 3pm

Come Have Your Childs Photo Taken 
With Santa Claus....And Receive A 

FREE Toy
R.S.V.P. by 12/20/13
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CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FAX: 718 597-4995

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

FIND US ON ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Castle Hill Mer-

chants Association has 
brought back a long cher-
ished tradition along one 
of the east Bronx’s busi-
est shopping strips. 

If you look up from the 
street on Castle Hill Av-
enue between Starling 
Avenue and Bruckner 
Blvd., you’ll see a warm 
glow that has been miss-
ing for the past two years 
because of fi nancial con-
cerns. 

The Association, work-
ing with Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma’s offi ce 
and Joe Regina and his 
staff at the Bronx Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Busi-
ness Development Pro-
gram, were able to collect 
enough money from mer-
chants this year to have 
holiday lights up along 
the shopping strip.

The Business Develop-
ment Program surveyed 
the members of the As-

sociation to learn their 
needs in an effort to en-
hance their unity and ef-
fectiveness, said Regina.

“We got a very posi-
tive and receptive reac-
tion from the Castle Hill 
merchants,” he said, “and 
one of the things they all 
expressed interest in was 
getting holiday lights 
back.” He added that the 
Business Development 
Program was able to help 
the merchants organize a 
collection for the lights.

The PDP is funded, in 
part, by Councilwoman 
Palma along with Coun-
cilman Jimmy Vacca.

 Palma said she was 
pleased to see the mer-
chants’ efforts to beau-
tify the area for the holi-
day season.

“It is so wonderful 
that holiday lights have 
returned to Castle Hill 
Avenue,” she said. “They 
bring good cheer to all 
and further indicate 

that Castle Hill is a great 
place to live and work.

“My thanks to the Cas-
tle Hill Merchants Asso-
ciation for making this 
a reality; this project is 
but one reason why I am 
thrilled to partner with 
the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce to strengthen 
their work.”  

Merchants Associa-
tion president Joe Coiro, 
of Coiro, Wardi, Chinitz 
& Silverstein at 1206 Cas-
tle Hill Avenue, indicated 
that the assistance from 
Palma and the Business 
Development Program 
helped them bring holi-
day lights back. 

“This year we really 
made a concerted effort 
with the assistance of 
Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma and Joe Regina 
and his staff, and we 
were able to rally all of 
the merchants, who were 
really very generous and 
supportive of this idea,” 

said Coiro.
 “We have a subway 

station that is closed 
and it is hurting busi-
ness all along the Castle 
Hill corridor. We thought 
it would be a good way 
to try to generate some 

business and encourage 
people to stay here and 
shop.” 

Coiro said that the 
people who run busi-
nesses in the neighbor-
hood are good people who 
have, like everyone else, 

been hit by the fi nancial 
crunch. 

“They really try to 
helped each other out, 
keep business in the area, 
and make things pleas-
ant for the people in the 
neighborhood.” he said. 

Merchants bring back holiday lights

Castle Hill Avenue shines brighter this holiday season. The merchants have come together to give the 
community Holiday lights.                                 Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Castle Hill shines bright 
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
The Bronx is seeing a 

surge in national chain 
stores calling the borough 
home.

For the fourth straight 
year, the number of chain 
stores in the borough in-
creased, according to a new 
report.

The number of national 
retailers setting up shop in 
the borough shot up from 
849 to 863 between 2012 and 
2013, according to the re-
port, dubbed “State of the 
Chains” by The Center for 
an Urban Future.

The increasing chain 
store presence came as no 
surprise to Lenny Caro,  
president of the borough’s 
Chamber of Commerce.

“We have the availabil-
ity for franchises to move 
in,” he said, “and they’ve re-
alized we have a great work 
pool to choose from.”

Bronx loves Dunkin’

Leading the charge 

with 72 Bronx locations 
is Dunkin Donuts, which 
added four borough loca-
tions in 2013. The coffee ti-
tan’s strategy of teaming up 
with gas stations has helped 
it continue to top the city-
wide chain list as the only 
national retailer with over 
500 NYC locations.

But Subway is moving 
fast on the heels of the cof-
fee chain, with 61 Bronx 
stores, including six shops 
installed this year. The 
sandwich shop has 467 loca-
tions citywide.

Parkchester zip code 
10462 boasts the most re-
tailers in the borough. It 
jumped from 78 chains in 
2012 to 83 this year. Bring-
ing up the rear is the Pel-
ham Bay Park/City Island 
zip code 10464, which hoists 
a mere two chain stores.

Brooklyn grows faster

While the borough’s 
chain store growth con-
tinued, the pace slowed in 

2013. The borough has seen 
steady growth over the 
last four years, but in 2012 
the Boogie-Down was fi rst 
among all boroughs with 
a 4.3 percent increase in 

chain stores.
This year Brooklyn had 

the biggest percent jump 
in chains, as its pool of na-
tional retailers swelled 
2.8 percent to 1,511 stores. 

Staten Island also had a 
higher percentage jump 
than the Bronx, as its pool 
grew from 413 to 420, or 1.7 
percent.

Caro argued that the 

Bronx did not grow as much 
as those boroughs this year 
because many of the Bronx 
projects remain in the pipe-
line. A new Macy’s, two new 
Applebees restaurants and 
a new Target are among the 
chains slated to open up in 
the next few years, he said.

“When you think about 
those positives, I’d be sur-
prised if we don’t double 
our percentage of growth 
next year,” he said.

Caro and Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. have 
long touted bringing in 
national chains to provide 
much-needed jobs in what 
remains the State’s most 
unemployed county, with 
the latest state Department 
of Labor statistics showing 
a 12.2 percent jobless rate in 
October.

“These chains have been 
able to create jobs,” Caro 
said, “And at the end of the 
day, that’s what our goal 
is.”

National chain stores grow in borough

A new Target mall —the design is rendered above — is among the many national retail projects in 
Bronx’s pipeline.

Bronx on a retail store run
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
The neighborhood co-

alition opposing Fresh 
Direct’s planned reloca-
tion to the South Bronx 
continues to fi ght the gro-
cery giant’s move tooth 
and nail.

South Bronx Unite is 
appealing a ruling made 
in Bronx Supreme Court 
in June that cleared the 
grocer’s way to accept 
$127 million in city subsi-
dies and move operations 
from Long Island City 
to a site at Harlem River 
Yards.

This time around, the 
nabe group is stressing 
that the City’s Industrial 
Development Agency re-
lied on an outdated envi-
ronmental study when it 
voted to approve Fresh 
Direct’s move in July.

The study was con-
ducted in 1993. Since 
then, much of the area 
around the yard has been 
rezoned from industrial 
to residential. Asthma 
rates are among the high-
est in the city.

“We’re confi dent that 
the appeals court will 
be receptive to the idea 
that relying on a study 
conducted in 1993 is fool-

ish,” said Gavin Kearney 
of New York Lawyers for 
the Public Interest, which 
represents South Bronx 
Unite.

Kearney delivered his 
oral arguments at the 
State Supreme Court’s 
Appellate Division in 
Manhattan on Thursday, 
Dec. 5.

Besides the argument 
for a more current envi-
ronmental review, the 
lawsuit claims that the 
city’s sale of public land to 
Fresh Direct is a violation 
of public resources.

Meanwhile, the grocer 
is confi dent that the move 
is in the bag.

Fresh Direct foes’ ar-
guments are essentially 
the same as those tossed 
aside this summer.

“The Bronx Supreme 
Court already ruled that 
the environmental re-
view was proper and we 
are confi dent the appeals 
court will agree,” the com-
pany said in a statement, 
adding, “We are ready to 
move to the Bronx and 
bring over 3,000 jobs.”

Fresh Direct has 
promised that many of 
those jobs will go to local 
Bronxites.

 In another nod to the 
borough, the company be-
gan offering its grocery 
delivery service to every 
Bronx zip code in May.

Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. and 
Mayor Bloomberg have 
already spoken out in fa-
vor of the project, though 
incoming mayor Bill de 
Blasio said he opposes the 
city’s fi nancial support 
for the move.

Though the move 
would indisputably bring 
truck traffi c, the com-
pany stresses a goal of 
having all of those wheels 
be 100 percent green over 
the next fi ve years.

 At least 10 of those 
trucks were ordered from 
Smith Electric Vehicles, 
a company that itself has 
plans to open up shop in 
the South Bronx.

But many locals re-
main unsatisfi ed.

“If all of those trucks 
ran on water,” said My-
chal Johnson, a Mott Ha-
ven local who helped start 
South Bronx Unite and 
who has been a staunch 
fi ghter of the Fresh Di-
rect relocation from the 
start, “we’d still have a 
problem.”

Coalition continues 
to fi ght Fresh Direct

Fresh Direct began delivery to every Bronx zip code in May.
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PRIME RIB TUESDAYS
14oz Cut of 

Black Angus Prime Rib
Au Jus w/Creamy Horseradish Sauce 

served with Soup Du Jour or Clipper Garden Salad
Baked Potato & Vegetable

Choice of Bread Pudding, Rice Pudding or Ice Cream

$18.95

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

Daily
Lunch & Dinner 
Specials Faxed 

On Request

FREE
WI-FI

Graduations

Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

THURSDAY NIGHT BAR SPECIAL
10 WINGS $10 PITCHERS

8PM–10PM @ BAR ONLY

Captain’s Cabin

Special Packages Available - Call Eileen 718-829-0005

A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

$5MARTINI MANIA SPECIAL
Monday thru Friday, 4–8pm @ BAR ONLY

DJ Shane  FRIDAY NIGHTS @ 10PM

Join us New Years Eve
for the

“Best Party In Town”

& regular dinner menu until 10pm

Martini Mania/ Frozen Frenzy/Specialty Drinks MenuNEW

NOW BOOKING HOLIDAY PARTIES
Catering to Groups 20–70
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Temple Hatikva is a Reform/Conservative synagogue serving the entire Jewish Community. We welcome all those who wish to worship with us.
Our goal is to provide the Jewish Community with meaningful, traditional and modern services.

Temple      Hatikva

“Everything You Want To Know About 
Judaism But Are Afraid To Ask”

sponsored by

Please bring non-perishable food items to
be distributed through the Bronx Jewish

Community Council Food Bank

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Meet the man working 

on a plan to ease the East 
Bronx’s transition to the 
Metro-North expansion.

Arban Vigani, a 25-year-
old graduate student at 
Hunter College, joined Com-
munity Board 11 this fall as 
a “Planning Fellow.”

His task is daunting: 
study how the proposed 
Metro-North stations would 
change life in Parkchester 
and Morris Park.

He expects to make a 
presentation with recom-
mendations by May.

The proposed plan 
—which depends on net-
ting around $500 million in 
state funding —is meant to 
shorten commutes by con-
necting trains from Penn 
Station to new platforms in 
Hunt’s Point, Parkchester, 
Morris Park and Co-op 
City.

Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. and 

other elected offi cials want 
the funds allotted to the 
MTA and the service, called 
Penn Station Access, up and 
running by 2019.

Vigani’s role is to objec-
tively analyze how the plan 
would affect main stake-
holders. He’s been survey-
ing local businesses and 
community groups.

“I want to know how, 
for example, the increased 
foot traffi c would affect 
businesses within a 1,000-
foot radius of the proposed 
sites,” he said.

Vigani said that while 
nearly all of the locals he’s 
spoken to support the proj-
ect, gripes remain.

Chief among them is 
the lack of allotted parking 
in Metro-North’s current 
plans.

 He’s also looking at how 
the MTA might reroute 
bus lines that today pass 
through the proposed sites.

“I think my duty here 

is to look at the shortcom-
ings,” he said. 

CB11’s “Planning Fel-
low” is one of 20 graduate 
students spread out among 
the city’s community 
boards in a program run 
by The Fund for the City of 
New York.

The Fellows have been 
infl uential. Last year, a 
graduate student working 
with Community Board 
10 published a traffi c plan 
that claimed to smooth 
congestion as new shop-
ping centers come in along 
I-95 between Co-op City 

and the Whitestone Bridge 
—without building any new 
roads.

Vigani hopes that the 
stakeholders, both local 
and in Albany, will take his 
report into account before 
the state’s next Capital Plan 
budget decides whether or 

not to make room for the ex-
pansion.

Until then, he’ll keep 
commuting back and forth 
four times a week from his 
home in Ridgewood, Brook-
lyn to the east Bronx.

He says he’s fi t in just 
fi ne in Morris Park, which 
like Ridgewood boasts a 
large Albanian population.

Vigani emigrated from 
Albania to the border of 
Brooklyn and Queens as a 
teenager.

 He was drawn to the 
order and discipline that 
urban planning provides. 
Albania’s government un-
derwent a fundamental 
transition in the early nine-
ties that often meant the 
streets of his native Shkoder 
were chaotic.

“There were many chal-
lenges that weakened the 
government back then,” he 
said. “I’m happy to live in a 
city where the streetlights 
work.”

He’s studying new local train stations

25-year-old Arban Vigani is tasked with examing Metro-North from his Community Board desk.     
                                                 Photo by Ben Kochman

Man with a plan for Metro-North
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888345 5166 
3281 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY

An industry leader since 1995

NYC DCA #0927744. DMV FAC #7070432.

An industry leader since 1995AAn iinddustry lleadder since 1999955

30-DAY  
Price Match on Tires

Buy select tires and if you find a better 
price within 30 days of the purchase, we’ll 
refund the difference.* Eligible tire brands: 
BFgoodrich, Bridgestone, Continental, Dun-
lop, Firestone, General, Goodyear, Hankook, 

Kelly, Michelin, Pirelli, Uniroyal.
*Ad, written estimate, or internet quote for identical tires from 

competing tire retailer located within 50 miles of the dealer required 
during guarantee period for price match.

FULL FREE DETAIL
valued at

$189
Bring this coupon in to enter for a chance 

for a FULL FREE DETAIL. Get your car 
looking new again with a full exterior and 
interior detail! One drawing weekly will be 
given until February 1st 2013, entry must 

be used with service visit.
*cannot be redeemed for cash value, detail must  

be redeemed within 60 days of winning.

15% Discount 
on GM Accessories

Limited time, receive 15% off your in shop 
accessory order over $99. Includes but not 
limited to all weather mats, running boards, 

vent visors, and much more!

*Coupon not valid with any other offer, must be used over the counter. 
Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limit one per person. Coupon 

does not apply to previous purchases.

MileaBuickGMC.com

�Tires for all  
GM Vehicles Price 
Match Guarantee!
See dealer for details and parameters. 

�Quick Lube Service!
�NYS Insp. Facility!
With Quality Service  
at Affordable Prices…
Why go anywhere else?

�

�

�

Certified Service
For All GM Makes & Models

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
A Belmont-based drug 

gang with Albanian roots 
called The Wolfpack has 
been caged.

All of its members and 
associates have plead guilty, 
with ten of them already sen-
tenced, said U.S. Attorney 
Preet Baharara.

Authorities said the gang, 
located in the Arthur Avenue 
area of the borough’s Little 
Italy even offered customers 
a phone-in delivery service 
for marijuana and cocaine, 
as well as selling weapons. 

Forfeit $3 million

The gang’s leader, 
Frankie Frokaj, was sen-
tenced Wednesday, Dec. 11 to 
135 months in prison in con-
nection with narcotics and 
fi rearms offenses. He was 
also sentenced to fi ve years 
of supervised release and or-
dered to forfeit $3 million.

Frokaj, 29, pled guilty 
in April 2013 to one count 
of conspiring to distribute 
1,000 kilograms and more of 
marijuana.

All thirteen members 
and associates of the Wolf-
pack originally charged in 
this case in September 2012 
have pled guilty. Ten were 

sentenced to terms ranging 
from probation to 168 months 
in prison.

Bharara said the gang’s 
demise meant “Bronx neigh-
borhood streets are safer as a 
result.”

According to the indict-
ment, other documents fi led 
in Manhattan federal court, 
and statements made at vari-
ous proceedings in this case:

The Wolfpack was a crim-
inal organization composed 
primarily of individuals of 
Albanian descent that oper-
ated from at least 2008 until 
August 2012 in the Bronx.

It planned and committed 
a variety of criminal acts as 
opportunities arose, includ-
ing narcotics distribution 
and weapons possession.

The group maintained 
dedicated phones over which 
customers could order co-
caine and marijuana, and 
coordinated the use of cars 
to deliver cocaine and mari-
juana to its customers.

 Members and associates 
of the Wolfpack used these 
“drug routes” to distribute 
at least 1,000 kilograms of 
marijuana and 500 grams of 
cocaine. The group also dis-
tributed prescription pills 

containing oxycodone, a 
Schedule II controlled sub-
stance.

Several Wolfpack mem-
bers, including Frokaj, car-
ried fi rearms in furtherance 
of their narcotics crimes and 
engaged in the sale of fi re-
arms.

To date, the government 
recovered eight fi rearms 
and ammunition from mem-
bers of the Wolfpack through 
sales involving a confi den-
tial informant and during 
their arrests,

Other gang members 
and associates sentenced 
to terms ranging from 60 
to 151 months were Chris-
topher Nrecaj, 168 months; 
Corry Lombardi, 70 months; 
Driton Haxhijaj, 60 months; 
Joseph Camaj, 70 months; 
Deda Frokaj, 63 months, and 
George Cekaj, 151 months.

The three remaining de-
fendants are scheduled for 
sentencing in January and 
February

Bharara praised the in-
vestigative work of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation 
and the NYPD in putting the 
case together for prosecu-
tion by his offi ce’s Organized 
Crime Unit. 

Drive consumers 
to your website
Your customers are online 

You need to be visible online too

WEB SEARCH CUSTOMERS ARE 
READY-TO-BUY

Find out how to make your website 
easily found.

Enhance your online visibility
Call for a FREE consultation and website analysis

718-260-4501
Email digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

 

  

Belmont ‘Wolfpack’ caged
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$8$8$10$10 $10$10
$10$10

$10$10

DENIM
FOR THE 
ENTIRE FAMILY

GIANTS & JETS
JERSEYS

BLOWOUT!

SWEATERS

HOLIDAY
GIFTS

LADIES
FAMOUS 

NY DESIGNER
BUYOUT!

DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER! DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER!

DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER! DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER!

DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER!

BOYS & GIRLS
DENIM

TEAM COATS ..................................................$40
NAME & NUMBER TEES .........$17
TEAM HATS ........................................................$15
Plus Novelties & More

MENS
LADIES • KIDS

OUTERWEAR
BLOWOUT!

HOTTEST COLORS
& STYLES 

OF THE SEASON

Starting at

KNITS, WOVENS, PANTS
SKIRTS, JACKETS, SWEATERS

NATIONAL
DEPT

STORE
LABELS

FOR THE 
ENTIRE FAMILY!

HOODIESHOODIES
FOR THE 

ENTIRE FAMILY!

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
Wool • Bubbles • Vests • Parkas • Fur Trimmed • More

WATCHES
JEWELRY SETS

FRAGRANCE SETS
CHARM BRACELETS 

& MORE

LADIES & MENS
LEATHER JACKETS

CRAZY LOW PRICE!
GENUINE LEATHER

$40$40
Values to $100!

Fleece • Thermal-Lined
Sherpa-Lined

& More

$6$6

$15$15

DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER! DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER! DOORBUSTER!DOORBUSTER!

LADIES 
FASHION  
BOOTS

$10$10
2FOR

$102FOR
$10

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

HOLIDAY GIFT BLOWOUT!

WE WILL NEVER BE UNDERSOLD...EVER!

$10$10
YOUR CHOICE

WE GOT
TONS OF
TOYS!

& under

1.800.994.mills • formanmills.com
Mon-Sat 9am-10pm • Sun 9am-9pm

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-785-3118

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100

4
DAYSONLY!

4
DAYSONLY!
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BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
Like the late Sixties’ 

rock musical ‘Hair’,  a 
major Bronx food distrib-
utor has teamed up with 
the state and Con Edison 
to “let the sunshine in.”

Gov. Cuomo an-
nounced completion of 
the largest solar installa-
tion to date in New York 
City under the NY-Sun 
initiative at Jetro Cash 
and Carry’s Restaurant 
Depot facility in Hunts 
Point

The project’s smart 
grid technology will 
opens the way for more 
large solar projects in the 
city, he said, as well as 
“building a clean energy 
economy in New York 
State,”

The 1.56 megawatt 
rooftop solar project, de-
signed, engineered and 
installed by the Ross So-
lar Group, includes more 
than 4,700 solar panels, 
with a computer-con-
trolled communications 

system that allows to 
connect safely with the 
Consolidated Edison net-
work, and for Con Edison 
to remotely monitor and 
control the system.

Offi cials said the proj-
ect is expected to gener-
ate in excess of 1.8 mil-
lion kilowatt hours of 
clean energy annually, 
covering 45 percent of 
the building’s electricity 
costs, and saving the com-
pany $220,000 annually.

When the solar pan-
els are producing more 
power than Jetro is us-
ing, explained Con Ed 
spokesman Allan Drury, 
the excess energy is fed 
back into the Con Edi-
son system and available 
for other customers, with 
Jetro paid for it.

The  wholesale cash 
and carry food service 
supplier serves indepen-
dent restaurants, caterers 
and non-profi ts with over 
100 locations throughout 
the United States. 

“We considered a solar 
project for several years, 
but we wanted to make 
certain that it made fi -
nancial sense for us as 
a company and that the 
returns met our require-
ments,” said Jetro Vice 
President Peter Claro. 
“Ross Solar Group’s will-
ingness to work within 
our specifi c guidelines, as 
well as their commitment 
to full transparency were 
strong factors in our deci-
sion to move forward.”

“With additional NY-
Sun funding now available 
we hope to see other busi-
nesses follow Jetro Cash 
and Carry’s lead,” Cuomo 
said in a statement. “The 
smart grid technology be-
ing employed at this site 
is exactly the kind of in-
novative solution that 
New York State needs to 
increase the resiliency of 
its grid.”

 “We believe this tech-
nology opens the way for 
other large solar arrays,” 

said Robert Schimmenti, 
vice president of engi-
neering and planning for 
Con Edison. “That will 
mean cleaner air and a 
more reliable electrical 
grid for all of us.”

The project was made 
possible by an award 
that Ross Solar received 
from the New York State 

Energy Research and 
Development Authority 
(NYSERDA) under Gov. 
Cuomo’s NY-Sun initia-
tive.

Cuomo said that $30 
million is available 
through NY-Sun’s Com-
petitive PV Program to 
stimulate other large-
scale solar and biogas 

projects in New York City 
and the Hudson Valley. 

 NY-Sun was put into 
effect last year to dra-
matically increase the 
amount of solar capacity 
in the state. As a result, 
more PV systems are be-
ing developed now than 
in the entire prior decade 
combined, said offi cials. 

Jetro solar project largest in city

Roof of Jedtro Cash and Carry food distributor in Hunts Point sparkles with solar panels.

This roof has shining future
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LAZER HAIR REMOVAL 
EXTRAVAGANZA

CHEEKS      NECK                           UPPER ARMS                  STOMACH                        BUTT  THIGHS

JAWLINE

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S T H E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY
347-281-5576

Fillers
Injections

The New Generation of 
SKIN TIGHTENING is here...

Offering the latest in
Laser Hair Removal    Botox    Fillers

Skin Tightening    Sclerotherapy
FREE CONSULTATION

“Look as beautiful as you are...”

GET READY 
FOR THE FALL!
SIGN UP FOR TWO BODY 

PARTS AND GET THE
THIRD BODY PART ½ OFF!
Free consultation. Limited Time Offer.

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

BEFORE AFTER

Video
Tributes 

from our funeral home

At our funeral home we’ve always provided 
options.  That’s part of being the leader. So here 
we go again. Our Video Tribute is a memorable 
way to complement any service. We’ll take 
old photographs you provide, blend them with 
background scenes of the immediate area, set them 
to music and create a personal video montage to 
be shown during the service. It’s also a keepsake 
you’ll cherish forever. Ask about our Video 
Tributes. We’re doing more  than thinking ahead. 
We’re thinking of you. 

726 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY

(718) 828-1800
www.LuccheseFuneralHome.com

This fi rm is privately owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese 
(NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

Joseph A. Lucchese
F U N E R A L  H O M E ,  I N C .
R i b u s t e l l o  &  S o n ,  I n c .
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Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Stuck in a high-rise 

with a broken elevator?
Not to worry: the East 

Bronx’s local elected offi-
cials are on the case.

Residents at a Pelham 
Parkway apartment com-
plex on Matthews Avenue 
can now come and go as 
they please after enduring 
a three-day stretch when 
they were banished to the 
stairs or stuck inside their 
apartments. 

The lifts stopped work-
ing at the seven-story, 133-
unit complex on Tuesday, 
Nov. 19, residents said. But 
by Friday, Nov. 22, the el-
evators were back up and 
running, thanks to pres-
sure applied by Council-
man James Vacca and As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj.

The residents at 2160 
Matthews Ave. complained 
of having to walk across 
the roof to a neighbor-
ing property to access an 
elevator that would take 
them to the street.

At night, crossing the 

dimly lit rooftops became 
dangerous, residents said.

Some of those residents 
could not reach the roof in 
the first place. The com-
plex’s inhabitants include 
many elderly and dis-
abled.

“I was confined to my 
apartment; it was terri-
ble!” said Gratnick, who 
has lived at 2160 Matthews 
for over thirty years and 
has a disability that bars 
her from walking down 
stairs.

Gratnick says she tried 
contacting the property’s 
manager but got no re-
sponse. 

Gratnick then reached 
out to the local elected of-
ficials, who say they con-
vinced the manager to 
hurry up the repair pro-
cess.

“It is disgraceful that 
elderly and disabled resi-
dents were without ac-
cess to medication, food 
and other necessities 
for almost three days – 
while some were forced 

to traverse rooftops like 
Spiderman to get to 
neighboring buildings – 
because it took so long to 
fix the elevator,” Vacca 
wrote in a statement. “I 
am thankful to the resi-
dents for informing my 
office of this extremely 
dangerous situation.”

Gratnick said bro-
ken elevators and other 
grievances have become 
commonplace at the com-
plex since 2011, when 
bank GM Funding fore-
closed on the property.

The building has pre-
viously been owned by 
a company called New 
Matthews Ave LLC, and 
managed by Bernard 
Putter.

Gratnick pays $1,220 
per month in her rent-
stabilized apartment. 
She said she sometimes 
feels like the building’s 
managers make it as dif-
ficult as possible for her 
to live in the high-rise.

“It’s like they want us 
to leave,” she said.

Giving tenants a lift

Hudson Valley Bank scores at business event -  Boomer Esiason, left, legendary quarterback, 
network commentator and TV and radio host, recently spoke at a networking meeting of Hudson 
Valley Bank’s Business Development Board (BDB) at the Doubletree Hilton in Tarrytown. He is 
pictured with from left:  Stephen R. Brown, President & Chief Executive Offi cer of Hudson Valley 
Bank; and BDB members, Patrick A. Diggins, retired President of Diggins Mechanical Corporation 
in Thornwood, NY; and Eric Bergstol, President, Bergstol Enterprises in Pomona, NY.  Boomer, 
whose career included playing for the Cincinnati Bengals, New York Jets and Arizona Cardinals, 
led the Bengals to the Super Bowl in 1998 against San Francisco. He is currently a sought after 
and respected TV and radio sports analyst and personality for CBS, WFAN and Westwood One. 
Hudson Valley Bank’s Business Development Board is a group of local business leaders who act 
as liaisons with the communities served by the Bank, which is headquartered in Yonkers with 
branches throughout the metropolitan area. 

ESIASON SPEAKS AT HUDSON VALLEY BANK 
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531

Patrick J. Lynch, Presidentof the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

It happened in Queens on Father’s Day
2013. Ten-year old Jacob Rodriguez
screamed for help as his mother,
Christina, was being savagely beaten
by a man. Nearby, with his family at a
Father’s Day celebration, off-duty 
police officer Joseph Koch heard the
screams and ran to investigate. Joe
struggled with the violent man and 
was injured during the fight but he
saved Christina’s life and took a violent
criminal off the streets. Young Jacob
told a reporter: “I’m thinking about
becoming a police officer because of
what Joe did. He saved me and my
mom. Maybe I can do that for others.”
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PELHAM FAMILY DENTAL ARTS
www.pelhamfamilydentalarts.com

914.738.3606
“ Your Smile Is Our Art “

Providing the Highest Quality Dental Service in Westchester County

Participating in most
dental insurance plans.

If you do not have
insurance coverage, we 
offer 20% courtesy
discounts on most
procedures with this ad.

GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

The Children’s Hospi-

tal at Montefi ore (CHAM) 
will create a festive environ-
ment for patients and their 
families thanks to gifts 
from the ‘Care to Share’ 
Toy Drive, sponsored by 
LaSorsa Auto Group. Gifts 
for the toy drive will be ac-
cepted now through Decem-
ber 16 and the toys will be 
delivered at CHAM on De-
cember 17.

Unwrapped gifts for ba-
bies, toddlers and older boys 
and girls can be dropped off 
at LaSorsa Auto Group, 3510 
Webster Avenue, Bronx, NY 
10467 from now through 
December 16. On Saturday, 
December 14 from 2:30-5:30 
pm, toys can be donated and 
Santa will be meeting kids 
at the LaSorsa Auto Group 
Showroom. Families are in-
vited to visit with Santa, re-
ceive a gift, enter a raffl e for 
a NABI Touchscreen Kids 
Tablet and enjoy holiday re-
freshments and music.

“This is the second an-
nual ‘Care to Share’ Toy 
Drive at CHAM and we are 
so appreciative to the local 
community and businesses 
for their kindness and gen-
erosity,” said Roberto S. 
Garcia, senior director of 
community and governmen-
tal relations at Montefi ore 
Medical Center. “These 
gifts will help brighten the 

holidays for our patients 
and their families.”

The Children’s Hospi-
tal at Montefi ore has been 
consistently ranked in U.S. 
News & World Report’s Best 
Children’s Hospitals issue 
and is recognized world-
wide for its expertise in a 
wide range of pediatric spe-
cialties as well as its inno-
vative clinical and transla-
tional research. CHAM has 
more than 9,000 admissions, 
56,000 outpatient visits and 
58,000 emergency depart-
ment visits annually. Each 
year, more than 6,000 ba-
bies are born at Montefi ore, 
and the hospital’s neonatal 
intensive care unit admits 
nearly 900 fragile, prema-
ture infants.

“Christmas is the sea-
son of giving and for two 
years in a row we have seen 
our community truly come 
through for the children 
in our area who are hospi-
talized during the holiday 
season,” said John LaSorsa, 
president of LaSorsa Au-
tomotive Group. “We are 
humbled by their generos-
ity and proudly join them 
in giving back to our com-
munity after 25 years of ser-
vice.”

CHAM and LaSorsa 
Auto Group are collaborat-
ing in an effort to bring joy 
to hospitalized children at 

the holidays with the 2013 
‘Care to Share’ Toy Drive. 
The activities are sup-
ported in part by Market-
ing and Advertising Solu-
tions, Inc.

For more information 
about types of toys needed 
and other events, please 
contact Angela Porcelli, 
MAS, Inc. 718-283-4081 or 
angela@masmarketingny.
com 

* * *

Jacobi Medical Cen-

ter and SHARE (self-help 
for women with breast or 
ovarian cancer) will host 
a support group for women 
recently diagnosed with 
breast cancer, undergoing 
treatment, and those who 
have completed treatment 
on Friday, Dec. 20 from 1 
to 2 p.m. at Jacobi, 1400 Pel-
ham Pkwy. So.

For more information, 
call (718) 918-4318 or (866) 
891-2392.

* * *
The New York Botani-

cal/Zoological Photo-

graphic Society holds bi-
weekly photo workshops for 
photographers two times a 
month on Saturdays at 9:45 
a.m. at the Fordham Prepa-
ratory School (Room 243) 
on the Fordham Univer-
sity Campus through June. 
For more informa tion, call 
(718) 543-3115.

Care to Share at Monte

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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CI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE DINNER DANCE
The City Island Chamber of Commerce held its annual dinner and awards at Pelham Split Rock Golf 
Course on Friday, Nov. 15. Honored were Asssemblyman Michael Benedetto, local civic leader Fred 
Ramftl, the City Island Theater Group, Tony Palumbo of Tony’s Pier Restaurant, and two new island 
businesses: Magickal Realms at 258 City Island Avenue and The Lighthouse Restaurant at 565 City 
Island Ave. 

Chamber vice president Paul Klein (l), Senator Jeff Klein and Chamber president Gerard “Skip” Gi-
acco (r) present an award to Tony Palumbo of Tony’s Pier Restaurant. Tony’s Pier was rebuilt from 
the ground up after burning during Hurricane Sandy. Tony accepted the award with his sister Cheryl 
Weiner.  Photo by Edwin Soto 

Fred Ramftl Jr., vice-president of the City Island Civic Association, receives his award.  
 Photo by Edwin Soto 

PRESTON HIGH SCHOOL FLEA MARKET 
Preston High School’s gym was packed with 60 vendors selling a variety of wares on Nov. 16. Jewelry, 
handmade soaps and more were on display and for sale. To top it off, Santa Claus himself made an 
appearance!

Cindy Colon and Wallace and Lisette Maldonado had a slew of sweets for sale.

GinaMarie DiPaolo-Koehler and her husband were seeing pink at their stand.

Marie and Norman Lentini had a bunch of jewelry to show off.

DIAZ VISITS
TNCAP

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
met with educators, police, and local 
activists at the Throggs Neck Com-
munity Action Partnership’s monthly 
meeting on Wednesday, December 4. 
Diaz spoke to the group about his own 
experiences as a legislator and as a 
parent, and engaged in a constructive 
dialogue about issues facing young 
people and Bronxites. Diaz accepted 
a small memento in honor of his visit 
from TNCAP’s Janet Bliss. TNCAP is an 
organization dedicated to stopping 
teen drinking and drug abuse. 
 Photo by Patrick Rocchio 
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JEANNE JUGAN RESIDENCE CHRISTMAS SALE

Jeanne Jugan Residence helds 
its annual Christmas sale on 
Nov.16. Baked goods, hand-
made items and snacks were all 
for sale at the all-day event.
 Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

(Above) The crew is back! Sis-
ter Mary Alice, Joanne Brame, 
Peggy Vega and the rest of the 
volunteers gathered to show 
off their goods.

Rosemarie Vetter and Victoria 
Costa cooked up some baked 
goods and other holiday treats 
for the occasion. 

HANUKAH
FOOD DELIVERY

The Bronx Jewish Council held its Proj-
ect HOPE Hanukah Food Delivery on 
Sunday, Nov. 17. Volunteers delivered 
food by foot and car to senior citizens 
who may be homebound. The volun-
teers dropped off care packages at Co-
op City’s B’nai B’rith Building. Tabitha 
Kellner and Krista Kaszycki dropped off 
food to Hope Jaskulek.
 Photo by Alexander Belisle 

VACCA READS AT GREEK AMERICAN INSTITUTE
Councilman Jimmy Vacca visited the Greek American Institute school in Pelham Bay on Friday, Nov. 
22 for their annual Readers Day. Vacca has attended Readers Day every year since the annual event 
began at the school 10 years ago. He read a story, and he discussed his job as a member of the New 
York City Council and world events. He is seen wearing a soccer scarf from Greek National Team. 
 Photo courtesy of James Vacca

TOURING TUESDAY AT CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Catholic Elementary Schools in Bronx held their second “Touring Tuesday” event at local Catholic 
schools on Tuesday, Nov. 19. The initiative was a universal open house for all Catholic school during 
the school year to invite new prospective families to experience Catholic schools in action. Principal 
Maryjane Helmrich and Assistant Principal Marc Silva welcomed visitors to Saint Francis of Assisi 
School. Photo by Alexander Belisle 

THOMAS DINAPOLI HOSTS HISPANIC EVENT

New York State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli hosted an Hispanic Heritage event at Bronx Community 
College on Wednesday, Nov. 20. During the event to celebrate Hispanic Heritage and Puerto Rican 
Heritage Month, DiNapoli honored community advocates, including Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr.; George Miranda, secretary-treasurer for Local 210, International Brotherhood of Teamsters; and 
Maria Perez-Brown, president of Perez-Brown Media Group. Posing with the awards are Miranda; Car-
ole Berotte Jospeh, president of Bronx Community College; Comptroller DiNapoli; Perez-Brown; and 
Borough President Diaz.  Photo by Walter Pofedlt 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One local Bronx family 

will defi nitely be feeling the 
warm glow of the holiday 
season. 

Oil Heat Cares, a char-
itable-arm of the National 
Association of Oil & Energy 
Professionals, has reached 
out to help Amparo Amo-
var, 61, and her family heat 
their Zerega home. The 
group was there for her af-
ter Amovar was having a 
hard time paying for a new 
heating system to replace 
her 20-year-old highly inef-
fi cient one. 

Angel Gonzalez, local 
coordinator for Oil Heat 
Cares, and Bob Bieder of 
Westchester Square Plumb-
ing Supply worked together 
with oil heat service manu-
facturers who donated ma-
terials to get the Amovar 
family a new boiler and 
heating system. 

It was installed at her 
Glebe Avenue home over 
two days, Tuesday, Dec. 3 
through Wednesday, Dec. 
4, by Pete Gonzalez and fi ve 
students from the Bronx De-
sign & Construction Acad-
emy, who donated their la-
bor. 

“My heating system 
was not heating the house 
enough,” said Amovar. “I 
was spending a lot of money 
on oil, which is very expen-
sive, and the house was not 
warm.” 

Angel Gonzalez was 
working at his job as a ser-
vice manager when Amo-
var came to him asking him 
if she could purchase a used 
heating system.

The request sparked his 
interest as a project for Oil 
Heat Cares, which helps in-
dividuals and organizations 
in need across the metro 
area and the nation.  

“Her fuel bills were as-
tronomical and she just 
could not afford to heat her 
house anymore,” said An-
gel Gonzalez. The heating 
system the young people in-
stalled probably costs about 
$7000, he said. 

The fi ve students in-
volved were Rafael Cuba, 
Raymond Ramsook, Ariel 
Reynoso, Kevin Ortega, 
and Ashley Medina. Their 
teacher, Pete Gonzalez, who 
also owns his own heat-
ing company, said that for 
many of the students it was 
their fi rst time installing a 
boiler system outside of the 
school setting. 

The students also worked 
together to create a heating 
report on the house - mea-
suring the size of the house 
and factors that contribute 
to heat loss - so they could 
determine the right boiler 
size, he said. 

The youths said that it 
gave them a sense of satis-
faction to help someone in 
need while at the same time 
learning a valuable trade, 
he said. 

“I take pride in my work, 
and I get to make a customer 
happy,” said Ramsook. “In 
this case, I helped a person 
in need.”  

“I have installed boil-

ers at school, but here we 
learned how to install one 
in a house,” said Cuba.

Bieder, who helped coor-
dinate donations of equip-
ment, said he has known 
Amovar for years as a 
neighbor and found her to 
be very deserving. In the 
past she has organized the 
Glebe Avenue annual sum-
mer block party, he said. 

The merchants and do-
nors included Westcast 
Boiler which donated a 
Smith Cast Iron Boiler; 
Carlin Burner which do-
nated an oil burner; Hydro 
Levels which donated con-
trols; White Rodgers which 
donated the thermostat; 
Pete Gonzalez Heating and 
Bronx Construction Acad-
emy and which donated 
labor; and Westchester 
Square Plumbing Supply 
which donated pipes and 
valves. 

To learn more about this 
project, visit www.OilHeat-
Cares.com or call 888-552-
0900.

Oil Heat Cares helps Zerega mom 

Rafael Cuba, Bob Bieder, homeowner Amparo Amadvor, Ariel Rey-
noso, and Raymond Ramsook stand with the new boiler after the 
installation was complete on Wednesday, Dec. 4  by Patrick Rocchio 

Holiday warmth 
for local family
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The Bartow-Pell mansion is going way back—into the 19th cen-
tury.
The landmark has been transformed into a old-school holiday 
delight,and the Bronx Times-Reporter’s got the fi rst look inside.
On Saturday, Dec. 14, you’re invited inside the mansion to see the 
decked-out halls and candlelight displays. Victorian carolers will 
provide ambiance as you check out the eight Storybook Christ-
mas Trees that greet visitors in the old building.
Tickets are $12 for adults and $10 for seniors, students and mem-
bers. Call 718 885 1461 or email info@bpmm.org for reservations, 
which are required.
There will also be a concert on Dec. 14 and Dec. 15 from The Bronx 
Arts Ensemble and Singers. Call the Ensemble at 718 601 7399 
for tickets.

Bartow-Pell MansionBartow-Pell Mansion

1

2

3

4 5

(1)  “Auntie Claus” by Elsie Primavera was decorated by Sarah 
Sarna and Tina Ramchandani.

 (2) A peek down into the drawing room from the spiral stair-
case.

(3) From “The Smallest Gift of Christmas” by Peter Reynolds - 
decorated by Sharon Knight

(4) The front lobby’s spiral staircase is decked out for the occa-
sion. 

(6) The team gathers to celebrate their decorations.
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900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx NY 10454

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
$8one year $12two years



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r

 1
3

-
1

9
, 2

0
1

3
   

   
4

4

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY
Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
Fax 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10461

DELI HOTLINE
718-863-9580

3 FT. HEROS
CATERING
PLATTERS
HOT AND COLD
FOOD TRAYS

CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
PARTY NEEDS

www.giordanos-big-g.comi dwww.giordanos-w

3 oz. ......................................$5.99 each

4 oz. ......................................$7.99 each

6 oz. ...................................$11.99 each

8 oz. ................................... $15.99  each

BRAZIL 
LOBSTER 
TAILS

CLEAN SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

LARGE SHRIMP  (31-40 ct.) ......................9.99 LB.

JUMBO SHRIMP (21-25 ct.) .................. 10.99 LB.

COOKED SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

MEDIUM  (71-90 ct.) ....................................8.99 LB.

LARGE  (31-40 ct.) .....................................10.99 LB.

JUMBO  (21-25 ct.) ....................................14.99 LB.

MUSSELS ....................................... 2.99 lb.
NEW ZEALAND GREEN SHELL MUSSELS  
2 lbs. ............................................. 9.99 ea.

BACALAO (1 lb. BAG) ................... 9.99 lb.
BACALAO SUPER JUMBO
SOAKED OR DRY .........................12.99 lb.

SCUNGILLI (COOKED 29 oz CAN) ...14.99
JUMBO CRAB SNOW CLUSTERS .. 12.99 lb.

KING CRABS ................ (20-24 ct.) 19.99 lb.
CRAB LEGS ................. (14-17 ct.)  24.99 lb.

PLEASE
CHECK OUT 
OUR DELI 

DEPT.

DRIED
SAUSAGE

SOPRESSATA
CAPICOLA
ANTIPASTO
PLATTERS

HEROS
COLD CUT 
PLATTERS

PROVOLONE
SARDO
ASIAGO

REGGIANO
MASCARPONE

DEPARTMENT
OPEN 7

DAYS A WEEK
WE CUSTOM 

CUT YOUR WAY

FRESH LEG
OF LAMB
PRIME RIB
FILLET

MIGNON
PRIME ROAST

JUMBO ON ICE  (16-20 ct.) .................... 12.99 LB.

................$5.99 each

LL 
TERTER 

1 - 2 oz.................................1.99 ea

2 - 4 oz.................................4.99 ea

NEW SLIPPER TAILS

OYSTER BAY
IMITATION CRAB MEAT
2 1/2 LBS..............................9.99 ea

OCTOPUS
(4-6).......................................4.99 lb.

JUMBO (8-12 ct)
2.5 lb. package....................14.99

CLEANED CALAMARI
(3-5) 2 1/2 lbs......................9.99 ea

TUBE ONLY (5-8 ct)
2 1/2 lbs.............................14.99 ea

TILAPIA FILET
(3-5 oz).................................4.59 lb.

SHRIMP

FRESH CLAMS.....................4.99 doz.

STUFFED CLAMS (9 PK)......5.99 pk.

CLAMS CASINO....................4.99 doz.

CLAMS OREGANATA............4.99 doz.

0.99 LB.

MBO  (21-25 .14.99 LB.

MUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUSSELS...................
NEW

pk.

doz.

oz.

5 ct )

................... 2.99 lb9

5 ct.)....................................14.9

OR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUB

$500
OFF

WITH THE PURCHASE OF
$50 OR MORE

WITH THIS COUPON
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ANGELS 

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

OUR SPONSORS INCLUDE: NYC COUNCILMAN JOEL R IVERA   NYC COUNCIL MAN FERNANDO CABRERA

PRESENT THIS AD OR YOUR 
METROCARD® TO GET 10% OFF
Visit www.fordhamroadbid.org for more information.

Take the     to Fordham Rd, Metro-North Railroad to Fordham

Parking: Jerome, Valentine & Tiebout Aves, 189 Street at Park & Washington Aves
For customized travel directions by NYC Transit Subways & Buses or Metro-North Railroad visit www.mta.info and use Trip Planner+

3 FLOOR 
DEPARTMENT STORE
350 E Fordham Rd

4 EVER SHOES 
10 E Fordham Rd 

ALMONTE NAIL SALON
314 E Kingsbridge Rd
REGULAR FULL SET ONLY

APPLEBEE’S 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
GRILL & BAR
4750-4758 Third Ave
www.applebees.com

AT&T MOBILITY
381 E Fordham Rd

B&H JEWELRY
2496 Grand Conc

BEST ITALIAN PIZZA
200-202 E Fordham Rd

BEST PERFUME PLUS
129 E Fordham Rd
www.quickperfumes.com 

BEVERLY HILLS 
FURNITURE
305 E Kingsbridge Rd
www.beverlyhillsfurniture2.com

BIG JAKE’S JEWELRY
386 E Fordham Rd

BOOST MOBILE
261A E Fordham Rd, 30% OFF

384 E Fordham Rd

BUBU’Z INK
315 E Kingsbridge Rd

CHECKERS
385 E Fordham Rd
www.checkers.com

COHEN’S
FASHION OPTICAL
138 E Fordham Rd 

COHEN’S 
GENTLE DENTAL
1 E Fordham Rd, 2Fl
www.cohensgentledental.com 

COLOMBIA JEANS/
LEVANTAPOMPIS 
(BUTT BOOSTING JEANS)
387 E Fordham Rd
www.levantapompis.com 

CONWAY
215-223 E Fordham Rd
www.conwaystores.com 

CUNY ON THE 
CONCOURSE
2501 Grand Conc, 3Fl
www.lehman.cuny.edu 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 
COURSES ONLY

DIAMOND DAZZLERS
377 E Fordham Rd

EASY PICKINS
15 E Fordham Rd
360 E Fordham Rd
www.easypickins.com 

ELECTRONIC MALL
390 E Fordham Rd

EMBODE BOUTIQUE
316 E Fordham Rd

E-STYLE
114 E Fordham Rd

EXCLUSIVE CELLULAR
/FORDHAM ROAD
WIRELESS
389 E Fordham Rd 
20% OFF

FAMOUS FOOTWEAR
4770 Third Ave

FORDHAM GOLD MINE
50 E Fordham Rd

FORDHAM UNIFORMS
369 E Fordham Rd

GEM PAWNBROKERS
367 E Fordham Rd

GEM STORY
263 E Fordham Rd

GEORGE JEWELRY 
CREATIONS/
VIXEN FACIALS
334 E Fordham Rd

GG EXPRESS PARKING
421 E 189th St
www.mpsparking.com 

GOLD FINE JEWELRY
379 E Fordham Rd
20% OFF

GOLD PALACE JEWELRY
214 E Fordham Rd
JEWELRY & CUSTOM 
PIECES ONLY

GOLDEN TOUCH BRONX 
5 W Fordham Rd

HOT POINT
340 E Fordham Rd
www.hotpointny.com

INSPIRE
29 E Fordham Rd 

JACLYN’S BOUTIQUE
300 E Fordham Rd 

KIDS WORLD
39 E Fordham Rd

LEGACY HOME FASHION 
2510-2512 Grand Conc

LENS LAB EXPRESS 
125 E Fordham Rd 

LUCILLE ROBERTS
2449 Morris Ave, 2Fl
www.lucilleroberts.com 

MAJESTIC FURNITURE
327 E Fordham Rd

METRO PCS
2502 Grand Conc

MODELL’S 
SPORTING GOODS
31 E Fordham Rd
270 E Fordham Rd

NEW MIRAGE CORP
336 E Fordham Rd 
50% OFF DIAMONDS

NINE WEST OUTLET
305 E Kingsbridge Rd

NISSAN KIDS 
CHILDREN’S WEAR
2483 Grand Conc

NORTH END 
WINE & LIQUOR
2509 Webster Ave
CASES OF WINE ONLY

NYC BRONX CLOTHING 
2490 Grand Conc

NYC WIRELESS HUT
344 E Fordham Rd

ONE STOP MOBILE
379 E Fordham Rd
20% OFF

ORIGINAL PRODUCTS 
(BOTANICA)
2486 Webster Ave
www.originalbotanica.com 

P.C. RICHARD & SON
2501 Grand Conc

PAY GO WIRELESS
300 E Fordham Rd 

PHONE SPOT WIRELESS
335 E Fordham Rd
30% OFF

PLAZA PHARMACY
2515 Webster Ave
EVERYTHING EXCEPT 
PRESCRIPTIONS, 
LOTTO & METROCARDS

RED DRAGON TATTOOS
390 E Fordham Rd, 2Fl
www.reddragontat.com 

SAVE-A-THON
9 E Fordham Rd

SPRINT
124 E Fordham Rd
www.sprint.com 
$19.99/MONTHLY 
HOME PHONE SERVICE,
NEWEST GALAXY 
TABLET FOR $49.99

SWEETIE ANGELS
1 W Fordham Rd

TOP CONCOURSE 
ELECTRONICS 
& COMPUTERS
2486 Grand Conc
www.topconcourse.com 

UNLIMITED WIRELESS 
2498 Grand Conc 
20% PHONES/
50% ACCESSORIES

URBAN EYES OPTICAL
390 E Fordham Rd

VENEZIA ACCESSORIES
305 E Kingbridge Rd

ZALE’S
254 E Fordham Rd
www.zalecorp.com

Certain restrictions may apply. SCAN THIS QR CODE
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BROUGHT TO YOU BY

9th Annual Sparkling the Heart of Fordham

GET 10%OFF 
SHOP FORDHAM
GET 10%OFF 
SHOP FORDHAM
December 6-December 22, 2013
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To learn more about signing up for a health plan through NY State of Health,

visit nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777. 

(1-888-343-3547) •  

Do You Need Health Insurance?

Call 1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220, or visit
fideliscare.org. Our representatives can help you every step of the way!

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

If your goal is to be covered for January 1, 
now’s the time to enroll through NY State of Health!

1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

2014 is just around the corner. If you want to have health insurance
for the start of the new year, now’s the time to explore NY State of
Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace. Fidelis Care offers
some of the lowest monthly premiums available, and we can help
you choose the coverage that’s right for you. 

Check out the Fidelis Affordable Care Advisor! All it takes is 2
minutes to estimate your health insurance costs as well as any tax
credits or subsidies that can help make coverage more affordable.
Find it on the home page of fideliscare.org.

Remember...To have health insurance for January 1, 2014
through a Marketplace product, you must enroll by December 23,
2013. Even if you miss this deadline, Open Enrollment will continue
through March 31, 2014. Beyond this date, you will need to wait until
Open Enrollment next fall for coverage effective January 1, 2015.

The 13th annual Chess in the Parks 
Festival was recently held in Central 
Park.The annual festival hosted by Chess 
in theSchoolswas comprised of over 100 
tournament games and “Chess-er-cize” 
that has individuals move oversized 
chess pieces during a game of “Giant 
Chess. Bronx students Natasha Aveille  
and Justus Williams participated in the 
tournament and the various activities 

at the festival.The 13thAnnual Chess-in-
the-Parks tournament included students 
representing all fi ve boroughs from Kin-
dergartenthrough high school.

Chess-in-the-Schools, a non-profi t or-
ganization dedicated to promoting learn-
ing and building self-esteem among 
inner-city children in collaboration 
with the NYC Parks Department for the 
event.  

13th Annual Chess 
in the Parks Festival

Natasha Aveille holds trophy from Chess in the 
Schools13thannual Chess in the Parks Festival in 
Central Park.

Bronx Center for Science and Math Chess-in-the-
School student, Justus Williams concentrates dur-
ing a game at Chess in the Parks Festival.
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3834 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

718-409-1492

Hours
Tues–Thurs 4PM–10PM

Fri & Sat 12PM–11PM

Sun 11AM–9PM

Closed Monday

NOW 
OPEN!

TAVERNA
Greek and Mediterranean Cuisine

@giannisTaverna
Like Us On Facebook At:
giannistavernaltd

Now Open...
          To Go

Serving The Finest Greek and Mediterranean Cuisine To Take Home

For More Information Please Call

718-828-3402
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The Wicked Wolf
Restaurant & Bar

4029 East Tremont A 0

$14.95Delivery Service Available CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

CELEBRATE
New Years Eve with

Come Party with the
neighborhood

No cover, Buffet and Champagne at
Midnight and hats and noisemakers

Galore...

Ring In 2014 At The Wolf

 

DINNING ROOM CLOSED ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY

BAR WILL BE OPEN 

CHRISTMAS NIGHT

Now Taking ReservationsNow Taking Reservations

We Now Have Parking In Our New Lot! 
In The Service Station On The Corner Of

Gerber and East Tremont
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

ALLIED APPRAISAL COMPANY
REAL ESTATE APPRAISERS

Valuation, matrimony, estate and wills,  
mortgage financing, taxation

NYS CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Kenneth V. Wolf
VOICE:  FAX: 718-863-8462

Benefit Concert 
Friday, December 13th, 2013, 7:00 pm

St. Barnabas High School Chapel, 425 E. 240th Street, Bronx, NY

Fundraiser
(with live entertainment, raffles and auctions)

Sunday, December 15th, 2013, 2:00 – 10:00 pm
Rory Dolan’s Bar & Restaurant, 890 McLean Avenue, Yonkers, NY

Checks can be made payable and mailed to:
The Gill Family Fund, c/o 961 McLean Avenue, Yonkers, NY 10704

Donations can also be made through: 
www.youcaring.com/kaliegillbenefit

Raffle tickets are available for $20 and $100

Chairperson: Oliver Charles (914) 512-0986, Co-chairpersons: Frank Brady (914) 963-8729, Mike Carty 
(917) 885-3130, Tara Carty (646) 345-4791, Michael DeNobile (718) 325-8800, Secretary: Noeleen Bohan-
McGovern (914) 643-7368, Treasurer: Sharon Brady (914) 963-8729, Co-treasurer: Elizabeth Charles (914) 
237-7552, Tickets/Marketing Chairperson: Brendan Charles (914) 319-6028

Kalie Gill Family 
Benefit Weekend

Kalie Gill (15), a student at St. Barnabas High 
School, passed away as a result of a car accident 
on October 11th, 2013. Her sister, Lindsey (12), 

was injured in that same accident and continues to 
recover from her extensive injuries. The community 
wishes to assist the Gill family in this difficult time. 

Please join us for a two-part fundraiser:
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
to make  
new friends.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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3231 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10461
718–597–5800

Urgent Care
5665 Riverdale Ave.

Bronx, NY 10471

Urgent
Care

Open 7 Days & Evenings

Most Major Insurances Accepted

No Appointment Needed

2304 Eastchester Rd.
Bronx, NY

347–913–4333

www.throggsneckwalkin.com
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

FIVE PRIVATE ROOMS - 10 TO 250 PEOPLE

CELEBRATING
OVER 20 YEARS

914.633.3700

COMPLETE PARTY PLANNING
Because your wedding is very special, the 
day is set aside exclusively for YOU and our 
delicious cuisine is prepared ONLY for you!

Customized Affordable Packages

FREE PARKING - I-95 to Exit 15, North 1/2 mile

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

A young child’s forehead 
feels warm.  His parents 
treat him with what they 
perceive as the correct dose 
of acetaminophen (as found 
in such common over-the-
counter medications as Tyle-
nol) and rush him to the pe-
diatrician’s offi ce.

This is a pattern that Dr. 
Karen Sawitz, the site direc-
tor for pediatrics at Union 
Community Health Center’s 
260 East 188th Street offi ce 
in the Bronx and an assis-
tant professor in pediatrics 
at Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, sees repeated on 
an ongoing basis.

“Many of our patients 
don’t use a thermometer, 
they just feel the child’s fore-
head and determine that 
he or she has a fever,” Dr. 
Sawitz said.  “Yet, it is com-
mon for parents to give medi-
cine to lower the child’s tem-
perature, usually Tylenol or 
Motrin.  Some parents are 
not clear about dosing and 
will say they gave ‘just a lit-
tle.’ Since the correct dose de-
pends on the child’s weight, 
they may be giving too little 
or too much.”

Fever is the body’s natu-
ral way of fi ghting infection 
and so, according to pediatri-
cians like Dr. Sawitz, is not 
necessarily a bad thing.  Fe-
ver stimulates the immune 
system, as bacteria and vi-
ruses do not grow well in el-
evated temperatures.  While 
fever is a sign of illness, it is 
not a disease.

Handling your child’s 
fever the correct way

“Fever itself will not harm 
a child and does not neces-
sarily require treatment,” 
she said.  “If the child is un-
der two months old and has a 
fever, we strongly encourage 
parents to bring the child in.  
But for an older child, that’s 
often not necessary.”

The main goal of treat-
ing a child who has a fever, 
she said, is to improve his or 
her comfort — not to “cure” 
the illness. It is common for 
fevers caused by viral ill-
nesses to go up and down 
over a three or four-day pe-
riod, she said, and fever will 
often come back once the 
medicine wears off.

“If you give your child ac-
etaminophen, keep in mind 
that it might take up to an 
hour to lower the fever.  If 
the child is uncomfortable, 
parents can give acetamino-
phen or ibuprofen (as found 
in products like Advil or 
Motrin), but they need to read 
the product label carefully to 
determine the correct dose 
based on the child’s weight,” 
she said.  “Many parents 
look upon Tylenol as a pana-
cea.  In fact, it does nothing 
for colds and coughs, and it’s 
not completely benign as it 
can cause liver disease and 
an overdose can be very se-
rious.”

Generally, said Dr. Sawitz, 
doses can be repeated every 
four hours and should not be 
given more than fi ve times in 
24 hours.  She also strongly 
recommends that patients 

stay away from treating their 
children with medications 
that were developed outside 
the U.S. yet are readily avail-
able in certain neighborhood 
grocery stores and bodegas 
in the Bronx. 

“Children can easily suf-
fer an overdose when parents 
use the wrong formulation,” 
said. “This can happen, for 
example, by giving a young 
child adult acetaminophen, 
or by combining it with cold 
medications that also in-
clude acetaminophen, which 
can lead to an overdose,” she 
said.

She also said that com-
bining acetaminophen with 
any cold medicine should 
NEVER be given to a child 
under four years of age.  Par-
ents are also better off using 
the dropper or syringe that 
comes with the medicine, 
rather than a teaspoon.

When do you call a doctor 
for a child with a fever?  Pedi-
atricians believe you should 
if the child:
• Is under the age of two 
months and has a rectal tem-
perature of 100.4 degrees or 
higher
• Acts lethargic or irritable
• Has a fever that lasts longer 
than three days
• Is drinking less fl uid than 
usual, vomiting persistently, 
or urinating less than usual 
(for a child in diapers, hav-
ing less than four wet dia-
pers in 24 hours)
• Is having trouble breathing

In the spirit of this holi-
day season, Temple Hatikva 
has joined the Bronx Jew-
ish Community Council in 
making sure that all of our 
friends and neighbors have 
enough to eat and that no one 
should go hungry.

On Friday, December 20 
at 7:30 P.M., the Temple Ha-
tikva Shabbat Service will 
be devoted to feeding the 
hungry.  All those coming to 
the synagogue are requested 
to bring non-perishable food 
items that can be distributed 
by the Bronx Jewish Com-
munity Council Food Bank.  

To thank the generosity of 
our congregants, there will 
be a sumptuous Oneg Shab-
bat directly following the 
services.

Temple Hatikva spiritual 
leader, Rabbi Harry Hertz-
berg, commented:  “There 
is no reason that anyone 
in our community should 
not have enough to eat.  We 
must open our hearts and 
provide food to those who 
are in need – especially at 
this time of year.”  Cantor 
Kyle Cherry added:  “Under 
Jewish Law, it’s a ‘mitzvah’ 
to help those less fortunate 

– and this is the perfect op-
portunity to perform this 
‘mitzvah’”.

Temple Hatikva also re-
minds everyone that the 
Adult Education Program 
continues on Sunday, Decem-
ber 22 at 10 A.M. with a free 
breakfast for all while explor-
ing our topic:  “Everything 
You Want To Know About 
Judaism But Are Afraid To 
Ask”.  This program is spon-
sored by the Shalom Jewish 
Funeral Home.

Temple Hatikva is located 
at 2440 Esplanade. Call (718) 
792-1109  for information.

Temple Hatikva sponsors Food Bank
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Anne Colucci Gentle, 64, of Bradenton, FL, formerly 

of the Bronx, N.Y. died peacefully on December 2, 

2013 at the Tidewell Hospice in Bradenton.  She was 

born January 19, 1949 in New York City.  Anne was 

predeceased by her parents, Daniel and Florence 

Colucci of the Bronx, N.Y, and her late husband of 35 

years, Eugene (Gene) Gentle of the Bronx, N.Y.  

Anne was an easy person to love and had many 

loving friends she considered her family.  She was 

a devoted daughter, sister, wife, mother, and friend.  

Anne was an active member of the Pelham Bay 

community in the Bronx, N.Y.  She was a Republican 

District Leader and served on many committees 

throughout the years she lived in the Bronx.  She 

always considered the Bronx her home, even when 

moving to Florida in 2004.   

Survivors include her two daughters, Gina Gentle 

and Michele Landi, and Son in-law John Landi.  

A memorial service in honor of Anne will be held 

on December 28, 2013 at 10:30 a.m. at St. Benedicts 

Church in the Bronx, N.Y.  

In lieu of flowers the family requests that donations 

be made to Tidewell Hospice: Philanthropy 

Department, 5955 Rand Blvd., Sarasota, FL 34238, or 

e-mail philanthropy@tidewell.org.ANNE COLUCCI GENTLE
JANUARY 19, 1949 - DECEMBER 2, 2013

ANNE COLUCCCCI GENTLE

Anne Colucci Gentle Dies At Age 64
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All aboard - for Bar Car 
Nights at the New York Bo-
tanical Garden’ s Holiday 
Train Show.

These grown-up eve-
nings offer viewing of the 
magical Holiday Train 
Show, Ice Carvers, and a 
complimentary Signature 
Cocktail created exclusively 
for the event on Friday, Dec. 
20, and Saturdays, Dec. 14, 
and 21, from 7–10 p.m.

During Bar Car Nights 
at the Holiday Train 
Show®, visitors can lei-
surely view this wondrous 
exhibition in the Botanical 
Garden’s Victorian glass-
house, the Enid A. Haupt 
Conservatory, while sip-
ping a complimentary sig-
nature cocktail.

Additional beverages 

will be available at the 
cash bar, and dinner is 
available for purchase at 
the limited-run Holiday 
Dining Pavilion: “Streets 
of New York.”

New this year, ice carv-
ers from Okamoto Studios 
will transform giant blocks 
of ice into works of art, out-
side in the Conservatory 
Courtyard.

A professional photogra-
pher will be on hand to cap-
ture this special grown-up 
holiday memory, with im-
ages available for download 
or purchase after your Bar 
Car Night visit.

Now in its 22nd year, 
the Holiday Train Show is 
an annual extravaganza 
showcasing model trains 
traversing replicas of New 

York landmarks from the 
Garden’s collection of more 
than 150 structures—all 
created from plant materi-
als such as leaves, twigs, 
bark, berries, seeds, pine 
cones, nuts, and pods.

The Holiday Train Show 
features:

•The Artist’s Studio, 
which provides an insider’s 
look at how the replicas are 
constructed.

•The return of familiar 
favorites such as the origi-
nal Penn Station (1910–
1964) and Yankee Stadium 
(1923), the Brooklyn Bridge, 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and 
The New York Public Li-
brary on 42nd Street.

•More than twenty large-
scale model trains running 
on nearly a quarter-mile of 

track.
Advance tickets are rec-

ommended and include one 
complimentary cocktail.

Non-Member $30 and 
Member $20 tickets (Adults 
21 and over) are available at 
www.nybg.org.

(Bronx, NY – November 
26, 2013) The Bronx Council 
on the Arts (BCA) and the 
Huntington Free Library 
(HFL) present a family-
friendly, hands-on “Last-
Minute Holiday Gifts” craft 
workshop with Gail Shar-
baan on Saturday, Decem-
ber 21, from 12:30 to 3:00 
pm at the Huntington Free 
Library (9 Westchester 
Square, next to the Apple 
Savings Bank). This work-
shop is free and open to the 
public. All are welcome.

• Rock On The Bronx ........................................................................ 58

• Just About Taverns ....................................................................... 58

• Do You Remember: Ann Hutchinson - Part II ......................... 59

Enjoy Bar Car Nights at the NY Botanical Garden’s Holiday Train 
Show. Photo by Victor Chu

Head to Bar Car at Garden
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Offer valid with new membership activations only. Offer not valid for existing members or members
who have been cancelled for less than 90 days from 12/15/13. Cannot be combined with any other offers, coupons or promotions.
Offer valid from 12/15/13 - 1/15/14. 15-17 years of age must be accompanied by parent/guardian at time of purchase.

Fusion Fitness Clubs  3679 East Tremont Ave  718.430.0600
www.FusionFitnessClubs.com

Fusion Fitnes Clubs @FusionFitnessBx@ Fusionfitness_bx

Or get a head start on your New Year’s Resolution!

Fusion Fitness Clubs
3 Month Membership for $65.00!

Give the gift of health to your loved ones this
Holiday Season at

Still searching for the “perfect gift?” We have a
solution for you

The Bronx River Art 

Center continues its “BRAC 
on the Block” initiative this 
winter of off-site art classes 
at community schools and 
partner organizations, 
while its building on East 
Tremont Avenue remains 
closed for renovation.

Registration is now un-
derway at its temporary 
headquarters at 2064 Bos-
ton Road at 179th Street (or 
on-line at www.bronxriver-
art.org) for a robust sched-
ule of hands-on fi ne art and 
digital media classes.

Interested students 
should register NOW for its 
Winter Semester of classes 
that begin January 6th and 
run through March 22nd, 
2014. The application dead-
line is Dec. 27.

BRAC’s classes are 
taught by professional art-
ists with years of experi-
ence in a wide variety of 
media, include: Animation, 
Cartooning, Ceramics, Cre-
ative Knotting, Drawing & 
Painting and Digital Pho-
tography.

 Classes are tailored for 
students starting at 7-years-

old through adult and meet 
in two-hour sessions, once a 
week for ten weeks.

 In addition, all students 
will participate in BRAC’s 
Student Exhibition held at 
the end of the semester.

 An added benefi t for stu-
dents enrolled in the Digital 
Media classes is the free use 
of a state-of-the-art Mac-Lab 
during Open Studio hours. 

Registration for kids 
and teens is $75 and for 
adults $100 for the 10-week 
program.

BRAC provides a limited 
number of need-based par-
tial-tuition scholarships to 
ensure that interested stu-
dents can take our classes 
regardless of their ability 
to pay.

Call 718-589-5819, or 
email classes@bronxriver-
art.org, for information. 

* * *

Bring your imagination 
and a friend to this fun-fi lled 
gift making workshop. 

Once again artist Gail 
Sharbaan is pulling out the 
glitter and glue and adding 
fun to the holidays  at this 
Bronx Council on the 

Arts workshop at the Hun-
tington Free Library at 9 
Westchester Square, next to 
the Apple Savings Bank.

Sharbaan teaches craft-
ing and creative writing to 
youths and adults at vari-
ous community-based pro-
grams in the Bronx. Her 
artwork has been featured 
in exhibitions both locally 
and internationally.

 Reserve your seat at 
https://122113holidaygifts.
eventbrite.com.

The family craft work-
shop series continues on 
January18, 2014 from 12:30-
3:00pm, when BCA pres-
ents Journal Making with 
Lis Oritz at the Huntington 
Free Library.

 Admission to all work-
shops is free, but space is 
limited. For information, 
call 718-931-9500 x33 or 
718-829-7770, or visit www.
bronxarts.org. 

Visit www.bronxarts.
org regularly for updates on 
the 2013-2014 Saturday Fam-
ily Craft workshop series 
as well as other programs 
and activities of the Bronx 
Council on the Arts. 

Winter art classes
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HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

ITEM: Are you reading 
this in time? A really cool 
show is happening at The 
Boulevard Bar on Saturday, 
December 14th at 8:30 p.m. 
The Boulevard Bar presents 
The Rushin’ Squirrels! This 
is an all-original band that is 
playing a two-set show. The 
band has local legend Mike 
Raneri on drums. Any band 
with Mike really cooks. He’s 
known around town by the 
nickname God of Thunder! 

Boulevard Bar is located off 
East Tremont at 2918 Bruck-
ner Blvd, Bronx, NY 10465.

ITEM: So many Parties 
and New Year’s Eve celebra-
tions happen in The Bronx 
this month. It’s the perfect 
time of the year to support 

local Bronx businesses and 
say hello to friends and 
neighbors.

ITEM: DJ’s every Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday at 
The Wicked Wol,f 4029 East 
Tremont Avenue Bronx NY.

ITEM: Tim Curtin at 
Jimmy Ryan’s Bronx Bar 
and Grill 3005 Middletown 
Road Friday December 20th 
8pm. Classic Rock and Blues 
and Funk. No cover charge! 
Rock on. Rock out.

AMSU STUDENTS’ ANNUAL SERVICE DAY

On Tuesday, November 26th Academy of Mt. St. Ursula students and tTeachers participated in 
an annual service day throughout the Bronx. Serviam, which means I will serve, is the motto 
of all Ursuline Schools. Throughout the day students and teachers went to various locations 
where they assisted teachers in kindergarten, spent time at an elderly home, and prepared 
meals at local soup kitchens. The most popular project this year was the “Holiday Cards for 
Heroes,” which took place at AMSU. Over 150 students and faculty members participated in 
making Christmas cards for our Veterans and deployed soldiers. The cards will be sent to the 
Red Cross for distribution to our troops. Over 300 cards were created by hand with love and 
appreciation for our armed forces! We hope to help our students realize that service to others 
should be a critical component of their lives. 

Back in the late 90s and 
early 2000s one of the domi-
nating forces in live enter-
tainment was a company 
called Blue Moon Entertain-
ment. They provided kara-
oke and D.J. Around that 
same time there was a Sina-
tra tribute show called “In 
the Style of Sinatra.” Coin-
cidently the person running 
both shows was Jay Sands. 
Jay Sands left the good old 
Bronx and moved to Florida 
a few years ago. He never 
left his chosen fi eld. He even 
added on a bit. These days 
Jay has his own radio show 
and has appeared in several 
movies, but his heart is still 
in the Bronx. Jay will be 

back in the Bronx on the wee 
end of December27. I will be 
bringing him around to all 
the karaoke shows that week-
end, so make sure you check 
out the entertainment sched-
ule that week in The Bronx 
Times Justabout Taverns

I’m dreaming of a white 
Christmas. On Friday, De-
cember 20, at 6 p.m. Scott 
Place Café is hosting a White 
Christmas party with all 
the trimmings. Our one and 

only Gene DiNapoli will be 
providing the musical enter-
tainment starting at 8 p.m. 
The party will consist of: 
White Castle hamburgers, 
white pizza, white lasagna, 
white chocolate and white 
wine; cost per person is $25. 
Please call for reservations

Also on the Christmas 
party schedule is my pal 
Vivienne of Vivienne’s bar. 
On Saturday, December 14, 
come celebrate at Vivieens 
with Lady M. and D.J. Dar-
rel. On Friday, December 13, 
come by Viv’s and celebrate 
Bunty’s Birthday

Louie Scoops will be at 
Scott Place Café on Satur-
day, December 14. 
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Hutchinson follows Native American trail to Rhode Island
She began her trek to 

Rhode Island with her fam-
ily and followers in April fol-
lowing the single file Native 
American trail that Roger 
Williams and her husband 
had taken earlier.  Williams 
had sought refuge at the win-
ter camp of Massasoit when 
he ran into difficulty.  Mas-
sasoit was the Wampanoag 
sachem who had helped save 
the Massachusetts Bay Col-
ony from starvation so they 
were well-acquainted with 
each other.   I would imagine 
that William Hutchinson had 
sought Roger Williams’ ad-
vice when traveling to Rhode 
Island and he would most 
likely have advised his wife 
and her fellow travelers to 
also look to Massasoit for ad-
vice on the safety of the trail 
at the time. 

The trek was a minimum 
of six days in length and af-
ter arriving at Narragansett 
Bay they took the short boat 
trip over to Aquidneck Is-
land (Aquidneck is the native 
American term for floating 
mass) where her husband, 
William, had already started 
construction of their home.  

His settlement there was 
called Pocasset which trans-
lates to “where the stream 
widens.” The name was later 
changed to Portsmouth.  Wil-

liam Coddington, who sided 
with Anne Hutchinson when 
she was tried, left Massachu-
setts with William and some 
of the other dissenters and he 
was among the twenty-three 
men who signed the Ports-
mouth Compact in Boston on 
March 7, 1638 electing him as 
governor. 

Anne arrived with ad-
ditional followers during 
the second week of April 
1638.  William Coddington 
was deposed as governor on 
April 28, 1639 and William 
Hutchinson was elected to 
the position.   Coddington 
then moved to Newport at the 

south end of Aquidneck Is-
land.  Portsmouth and New-
port were reunited on March 
12, 1640 and Coddington was 
once again elected governor.  
In the interim, a new politi-
cal system was created sepa-
rating church and state and 
creating the justice system of 
trial by peers. This was con-
firmed by the 39 freemen and 
became the law of the land in 
Rhode Island. 

William Hutchinson 
passed away late in 1641 dur-
ing which time overtures 
were being made between 
the Rhode Island colonies 
and the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony.  The talks of reunit-
ing the two colonies created 
a great deal of fear in Anne 
after all she went through 
with her two trials.  Another 
former colonist who had relo-
cated from Massachusetts to 
Rhode Island had sought and 
obtained permission from 
the Dutch to settle on their 

land.  Thus it was that John 
Throckmorton obtained a 
land grant from Dutch Gov-
ernor Wilhelm Kieft to settle 
on the Vriedlandt (land of 
peace) in Dutch territory.  
Although his settlement in 
1642 was short-lived, it still 
bears his name in the form 
of Throggs Neck.  His land 
grant extended north to what 
we now know as the Hutchin-
son River delta.

Anne Hutchinson was 
desperate to get away from the 
control of the British and also 
sought to establish herself in 
Dutch territory.  Thus it was 
that she and much of her fam-
ily traveled south, probably 
by boat, to the area north of 
Throckmorton’s Neck and 
the Hutchinson River delta 
to set up her homestead.  No 
official land grant or patent 
from the Dutch exists but we 
do know that she established 
her home on the west side of 
the river that now bears her 
name.  The land would have 
to be relatively flat and suf-
ficiently inland and tillable 
enough to maintain a farm.  
She hired a distant relative, 
James Sands, to build her 

home and the Native Ameri-
cans soon made it apparent 
that she was not welcome 
there.  She persisted but her 
timing was very bad as the 
Dutch governor Wilhelm 
Kieft had initiated a series 
of raids upon the Native 
Americans creating a war-
like atmosphere that was 
retaliated.  Anne’s entire 
settlement with the excep-
tion of one nine year old 
daughter, Susannah, was 

massacred.  Susannah was 
later ransomed by an older 
brother who had remained 
in Massachusetts.  She mar-
ried John Cole in 1651 and 
the couple moved to Rhode 
Island and had eleven chil-
dren. The location of Anne 
Hutchinson’s home has 
been the subject of numer-
ous investigations over the 
years but still remains un-
known somewhere beneath 
Co-op City.

ANNE HUTCHINSON

PART TWO

REPRINTED FROM 12/15/2011
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People are losing thou-
sands of dollars in a phone 
scam involving Green Dot 
MoneyPak cards.

Here is how the Scam 
works: After receiving a call 
from someone who claims 
to be collecting a debt for 
either a Utility Company 
or the Internal Revenue 
Service, people are being 
threatened with the loss of 
their heat, electric or told 
they will be deported.

Phone scam involving Green Dot MoneyPak cards
Utility Company Scam:
The victims are con-

tacted by a caller who states 
that they work at a Utility 
Company and are collecting 
money that is past due. The 
caller informs the victim 
that they can avoid having 
their utility service discon-
nected if they immediately 
pay the past due amount us-
ing a Green Dot MoneyPak 
card that can be purchased 
at a local store.  The caller 

instructs the victim to pur-
chase a Green Dot Mon-
eyPak card in a specifi ed 
amount and provides the 
victim with a phone num-
ber to be called back when 
the MoneyPak has been ob-
tained.

The victim purchases 
a Green Dot card at a local 
store and proceeds to call 
back the number they were 
given. The victim is in-
structed to scratch off and 

read the MoneyPak card 
serial number to the perpe-
trator. 

Once the scammer has 
the Green Dot MoneyPak 
serial number they are able 
to transfer funds onto a pre-
paid debit card. The victim 
has now lost their money.

Internal Revenue Ser-
vice Scam:

  The victims receive a 
call and are told that they 
owe back taxes, fees or fi nes 

to the I.R.S. and that if they 
do not make an immediate 
payment using a Green Dot 
Moneypak card they will be 
arrested or deported. This 
scam is perpetrated in the 
same manner as the util-
ity scam. The results are 
also the same, the victim’s 
money is stolen.  

Summary:
Green Dot MoneyPak 

cards themselves are legiti-
mate products when used 
for the right purposes. Once 
purchased at a participating 
retailer with cash, consum-
ers can use MoneyPaks to 
reload other prepaid cards, 
add money to a PayPal ac-
count without using a bank 
account, or make same-day 
payments to major compa-
nies. Because the cards can 
only be bought with cash, 
consumers never need to 
disclose their personal or 
fi nancial information to a 
retail cashier or to make a 
payment.

While many schemes 
still involve scammers ask-
ing for funds to be wired to 
them, MoneyPaks have the 
added benefi t of the scam-
mer not having to show 
up at an offi ce to claim the 
funds. Anyone with the 
14-digit number found on 

the back of the MoneyPak 
card can drain the card of 
funds.

In all of these examples, 
the intended victims are in-
structed to buy a Green Dot 
MoneyPak cards, load the 
amount of the fi ne or other 
money owed onto the card 
and then provide the num-
ber on the back of the card 
to the scammers, who will 
then drain the funds from 
the card.

Crime Prevention Tips 
To Help You Avoid Falling 
Victim To This Scam:

•Be suspicious of call-
ers who demand immediate 
payment for any reason.

•Remember that anyone 
who has the number on a 
Green Dot MoneyPak card 
has access to the funds on 
the card.

•Never give out personal 
or fi nancial information to 
anyone who emails or calls 
you unsolicited.

•Never wire money, pro-
vide debit or credit card 
numbers or Green Dot Mon-
eyPak card numbers to 
someone you do not know.

•Utility companies and 
government agencies will 
not contact you demand-
ing immediate payment by 
MoneyPak      

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

Lifeguards Wanted

*Outside NYC call (212) NEW-YORK. NYC Parks is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Take the lifeguard qualifying test and make  
a splash by becoming a NYC Parks lifeguard!
Abraham Lincoln  
High School 
2800 Ocean Parkway 
Jan. 17: 5:30-7:15 p.m.

Bushwick High School 
400 Irving Avenue 
Jan. 9: 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Jan. 16: 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Fort Hamilton High School 
8301 Shore Road  
Jan. 5: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Jan. 12: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

James Madison  
High School 
3787 Bedford Avenue 
Jan. 11: 7:00-9:00 a.m. 
Jan. 18: 7:00-9:00 a.m.

Metropolitan Pool  
& Fitness Center 
261 Bedford Avenue 
Dec. 18: 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
New Utrecht High School 
1601 80th Street 
Dec. 19: 3:00-5:00 p.m.

Visit www.nyc.gov/parks or 
call 311* for additional dates 
and locations for qualifying 
tests. Men and women ages 
16 and up. Paid training if 
hired. Full-time seasonal 
work at City beaches and 
pools. Minimum starting 
salary approx. $13.50/hour.
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BY KENNETH KEARNS
Bronx Community 

Board #10 recently com-
pleted the budgetary cycle 
of meetings for the FY 2015 
Budget. Among the activi-
ties centering on this pro-
cess, was a Public Hear-
ing, where the Board heard 
from responsible groups in 
the Board’s service area, as 
to what they wanted to see 
in the form of City funded 
capital and expense proj-
ects.  

The Board area contains 
a considerable amount of 
water front space that is not 
being used effectively.  For 
the past year, the Mayor’s 
Offi ce and the Department 
of City Planning have been 
examining the future use of 
the City’s waterfronts, with 
the goal of enhancing its 
recreational and commer-
cial potential.  With this 
goal in mind, the Board has 
developed capital and ex-
pense priorities that call for 
waterfront improvements.  
Among its recommenda-
tions, are the dredging of 
the Hammond Cove Marina 
and Locust Point Marina.  
The Hammond Cove Ma-
rina is municipally owned, 
while the Locust Point Ma-
rina is private. Both serve 
the pleasure boating pop-
ulation of the Bronx and 
lower Westchester which 
empty into the East River.  
The properties could ac-
commodate more boats and 
the marinas recreational 
potential could be greatly 
enhanced if the waterway 
outside of the marinas were 
to be dredged.  Other water-

front-related improvements 
call for the renovation of 
the landmarked, art deco 
elliptical buildings at Or-
chard Beach, to become a 
year round public perform-
ing and arts space. The 
Board also asked for the de-
velopment of a passive park 
along the waterfront of the 
Hutchinson River in Co-op 
City. Other waterfront re-
lated projects that resulted 
in Board requests were the 
restoration of full ambu-
lance service to Orchard 
Beach and the modeling 
of the Northeast Bronx for 
ferry serviced to Manhat-
tan. 

In a separate document, 
the Board has proposed the 
dredging of Westchester 
Creek, at Westchester 
Square. Westchester Creek 
has historically served as 
this community’s 

portal to the larger 
New York Harbor. In the 
19th Century ships bear-
ing goods from as far away 
as China tied up at the 
Ferris family’s docks at 
Westchester Square.  Today, 
the Creek is home to several 
industrial and commercial 
uses, but its value as a com-
munity resource is limited 
because it too, is silted and 
is in need of dredging. To 
this end, 

the Board has submit-
ted a request to the City’s 
Economic Development 
Corporation for assis-
tance in dredging this wa-
terway. The Board views 
Westchester Creek as hav-
ing the potential to be an ex-
cellent site for the harmoni-

ous operations of business 
and passive recreation.

With the development of 
the Target Mall on Brush 
Avenue, the proposed mega 
mall on  the site of the for-
mer Whitestone Cinema 
and the greatly expanded 
Bay Plaza, featuring a free 
standing Macy’s store, all 
offering free parking, the 
Board felt that it was im-
portant to maintain and 
enhance the area’s older 
shopping districts such as 
Pelham Bay and Throggs 
Neck.  To this end, the 
Board has suggested that 
the depressed road cut of 
I95

running from E. Trem-
ont Avenue to Amendola 
Plaza be decked over and 
used as public parking.  This 
would provide safe parking 
for customers patronizing 
the stores in these areas.   

The above items are 
only a small sample of the 
capital and expense items 
that the Board submitted 
to the Mayor and the Offi ce 
of Management and Budget 
for consideration. Other re-
quests included street and 
park enhancements, the 
return of the drug module 
to the 45th Precinct, new 
sewers and funding for the 
Summer Youth Employ-
ment Program.  A full list-
ing can be obtained from 

the Board’s offi ce.
Recently, the Board 

learned that one of its major 
budgetary requests, the as-
signment of additional offi -
cers to the 45th Precinct has 
been met. For many years, 
the Board has strongly ad-
vocated for the assignment 
of additional offi cers to the 
45th Precinct and we re-
ceived them within the past 
month.  The Board wishes 
to thank the collective ef-
forts of our elected offi cials 
for their advocacy, as well. 
The fact that these offi cers 
were assigned to the 45th 
Precinct, is an indication 
of the united front that the 
Board and our electeds 
regularly present to the 
City’s central government, 
in securing services for 
the area.  Our Board con-
tinues its advocacy for the 
return of the drug module 
to the 45th Precinct.  This 
important unit contains of-
fi cers and supervisors, who 
are specifi cally trained 
and equipped, to prevent 
the sale of narcotics.  The 
45th Precinct had such a 
unit and it now shares that 
grouping with the 43rd Pre-
cinct.  We still continue our 
advocacy, and hope that the 
new Mayoral administra-
tion will see fi t to restore it 
to the 45th Precinct.    

Graffi ti is the scourge of 
our City, it is not art and it 
detracts from the appear-
ance of both public and 
private property.  Bronx 
Community Board #10, our 
elected offi cials, along with 
volunteers from the NYPD 
45th Precinct, local schools 

and community members 
took to the streets recently, 
and painted out dozens of lo-
cations.  This is the fi rst in 
what we hope to be a series 
of events aimed at eradicat-
ing this problem from our 
midst.         

One of the biggest is-
sues facing the Commu-
nity is the maintenance of 
City trees.  Trees are not 
only beautiful, but they 
are essential to the main-
tenance of our collective 
health.  They act as air fi l-
ters, cleaning the air.  Over 
70% of the Board’s surface 
area is covered by green 
canopy.  In its budget mes-
sage, the Board called 
for an increase number 
of tree pruners and addi-
tional equipment, such as 
tree stump removers. The 
Board’s Chair, John Ma-
rano recently testifi ed at 
a New York State Senate 
Hearing Chaired by Sena-
tor Tony Avella (Queens) 
on the matter of New York 
City’s tree policies.  In his 
statement, Mr. Marano 
mentioned the importance 
of funding for tree prun-
ers and climbers, stump 
removal services and tree 
maintenance. He also men-
tioned the importance of 
consulting with the com-
munities on where new 
trees are to be planted 
by organization’s such as 
PlaNYC. 

The Board has received 
word from Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
that District Council 9 of 
the Painters Union will 
be hosting open applica-

tion days for the positions 
of Dry Wall Taper appren-
tices and Structural Steel 
Bridge painters.  The Union 
will be distributing 500 ap-
plications on a fi rst come 
fi rst served basis. Appli-
cants must 18 years of age 
and have a high school/
GED diploma. For the Dry 
Wall Taper positions (Lo-
cal 1974), the applications 
will be distributed on Fri-
day, December 27, 2013 from 
8:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the 
Union’s Training Center, lo-
cated at 45-15 36th Street in 
Long Island City, Queens. 
For those interested in the 
Structural Steel Bridge 
painter positions (Local 
806) report to the above lo-
cation on Friday, January 
10, 2014, between the hours 
of 8:00 AM and 3:00 PM. Ad-
ditional information can be 
obtained by contacting 718-
937-7440. 

Many of us are truly for-
tunate in having four legged 
friends; please remember to 
clean up after your dog. It 
is very important for the 
health of your dog and your 
neighbors. 

Besides, there is a $250.00 
fi ne for failing to clean up 
after your pet and violating 
the pooper-scooper law.       

Bronx Community 
Board #10 is available to 
assist you with your con-
cerns, please feel free to 
contact us at 718-892-1161 
or BX10@cb.nyc.gov. Please 
feel free to visit our offi ce 
at 3165 E. Tremont Avenue. 
We are open fi ve days a 
week between 9:00 AM and 
5:00 PM.   

BY THOMAS X. CASEY 
The Huntington Free 

Library and Reading Room 
is pleased to announce The 
East Bronx History Forum 
will hold its last meeting 
of the year on Wednes-
day, 7:30pm December 18th   
2013. 

The East Bronx History 
Forum meets to discuss 
Bronx History and held its 
fi rst meeting on June 16, 
2005.   December will be the 
Forum’s 86th meeting.  All 
meetings are free and open 
to the public at The Hun-
tington Free Library and 
Reading Room, located at 9 
Westchester Square, Bronx, 

NY.
The meeting will host 

fi ve Bronx authors that have 
recently published books 
about Bronx history, Bronx 
biographies or a novel with 
a Bronx setting.  We may 
have special number one 
Bronx author Bill Twomey 
speak if favorable condi-
tions allow. The other guest 
authors are as follows:

Nan Clark is an educator 
chosen in 2010 as one of the 
fi rst “25 Bronx Infl uential 
Women, who wrote ”The 
Promise”. The Promise tells 
the inspirational story of 
Beatrice Castiglia-Catullo 
and her life-changing vow 

to help people in the Bronx 
in need.  

John Finucane, is a re-
tired lieutenant with FDNY 
that recently penned “To-
morrow, Mickey, Tomor-
row” a Bronx story of ro-
mance and events in the fi re 
department. 

Tom Casey, author and 
Bronx history collector will 
present his postcard book 
“Bronx Views”

Peter Ostrander, presi-
dent of the Kings Bridge 
Historical Society will 
present the “America’s 
Debt to John Peter Tetard, 
1722-1787” by former Bronx 
County Historian, Rev. Dr. 

East Bronx History Forum highlights
William A. Tieck.

All books will be avail-
able for sale and signing at 
special discount prices for 
those attending.

 Please view the East 
Bronx History Forum web 
page at BronxNYC.com for 
details and follow us on Fa-
cebook.

Please join us at 7:30 
pm Wednesday December 
18th, 2013 at the Huntington 
Free Library, next to Apple 
Bank.   

(Right) Nan Clark’s book:  “The 
Promise “ 
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Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
COMACTA is pleased to 

continue its series of infor-
mative legal articles by the 
Bronx’s most distinguished 
jurist, Judge John Wilson.

When is a consent to 
search valid? Under the 
Fourth Amendment, the po-
lice cannot enter a private 
residence to make an arrest 
or conduct a search, with-
out a warrant. Further, in 
1980, in the case of Payton v. 
New York, the US Supreme 
Court stated that a search of 
a premises and the arrest of 
a person in their residence is 
only reasonable under three 
specifi c circumstances; the 
police possess a valid war-
rant; there are “exigent cir-
cumstances” justifying the 
warrantless entry, such as 
an emergency or the “hot 
pursuit” for a felony charge; 
or consent is given for the 
entry.

 But when is a person’s 
consent to enter and search a 
premises legally valid?

 In People v. Hodge, the 
New York Court of Appeals 
stated that “Consent is a 
valid substitute for probable 
cause.” However, in People 
v. Gonzalez, the Court of Ap-
peals noted that “consent to 
search is voluntary when it 
is a true act of the will, an 
unequivocal product of an 
essentially free and uncon-
strained choice.” Consent 
cannot be the result of du-
ress or coercion, express or 
implied.

 In People v. Perez, a re-
cent case from the Supreme 
Court of Kings County, the 
police responded to the scene 
of a fi st fi ght, which occurred 
outside of an apartment 
building. A 40 year old man, 
who appeared to have been 
assaulted, was challenging a 
group of young men to a fi ght. 
Those youths told the police 
that the man had pointed a 
gun at them, and they had as-
saulted him in self defense. 
The gun was apparently still 
inside the apartment build-
ing where the man had hid-
den it prior to the arrival of 
the police.

 One offi cer noticed a 
woman dressed in a robe out-
side the location appeared 
distraught. After discover-
ing that the woman lived 
with the 40 year old man, the 
offi cer warned her “that if 
she did not allow the police 
to search her apartment, he 
would get trained police dogs 
to search the apartment, and 
the police would arrest her 

if they found a gun in the 
apartment.” At this point, 
the woman consented to the 
search, and a gun was recov-
ered.

 The Brooklyn Supreme 
Court found that the wom-
an’s consent to search was 
involuntary, since the con-
duct of the police was un-
necessarily coercive. The 
situation “engendered an at-
mosphere of authority ordi-
narily contradictory of a ca-
pacity to exercise a free and 
unconstrained will.” Thus, 
the gun recovered was sup-
pressed.

 In People v. Lewis, an-
other recent case from the 
Appellate Term of New York, 
agents of the ASPCA had 
received an anonymous tip 
that the defendant was mis-
treating dogs. The agents 
went to the defendant’s home, 
and asked him to bring the 
animals out of the home for 
an inspection. The owner 
agreed to do so, and several 
dogs were subsequently 
seized and removed to re-
ceive veterinary care. The 
owner was then arrested for 
neglect and animal cruelty.

 The Appellate Term 
ruled that under these cir-
cumstances, the dog own-
er’s consent was voluntarily 
given. The owner had testi-
fi ed that he was not threat-
ened by the agents, and 
“fully cooperated with the 
special agent to the extent 
that he repeatedly went in-
side his house, came out and 
gave him each animal...there 
was no misrepresentation, 
deception or trickery on the 
special agent’s part.”

 It is also not necessary to 
obtain consent to search from 
the owner of the property. In 
fact, the police can conduct a 
warrantless search of a loca-
tion if they have the consent 
of “a party who possesses the 
requisite degree of authority 
and control” over the loca-
tion to be searched.

 In People v. Dean, a 1981 
case from the Appellate Di-
vision of the Third Depart-
ment in upstate New York, 
the nephew of the owner of 
a rental property was ruled 
to have authority over prop-
erty while his uncle, the 
owner, was away. It came to 
the nephew’s attention that 
someone was using a cabin 
on the property without his 
uncle’s permission or author-
ity. The nephew called a state 
trooper, who found a person 
inside the cabin. After ar-
resting this person for crimi-

nal trespass, a search inci-
dent to the arrest revealed 
drugs and drug parapherna-
lia on both the person, and in 
the cabin.

 Though the nephew was 
not the owner of the prop-
erty, the Third Department 
ruled that “the nephew...had 
authority to consent to the 
search of a rental unit that 
was supposed to be vacant.” 
More signifi cant, “when the 
searching offi cers rely in 
good faith on the apparent 
capability of an individual to 
consent to a search and the 
circumstances reasonably 
indicate that the individual 
does, in fact, have the au-
thority to consent, evidence 
obtained as a result of such 
search should not be sup-
pressed.”

 The ability of a police 
offi cer to rely on the “appar-
ent authority” of the person 
giving their consent to the 
search applies even in cases 
where the person giving 
their consent does not have 
actual authority to do so. In 
1990, the US Supreme Court 
ruled in Illinois v. Rodriguez 
that where the police were 
given permission to search 
an apartment by a woman 
who had moved out of the 
premises, the police could 
still rely upon this consent 
if it was reasonable for the 
offi cer to do so. The Fourth 
Amendment only prohibits 
“unreasonable” searches - 
“‘reasonableness’...does not 
require that the government 
be factually correct.” All that 
is necessary is that their ac-
tions be reasonable, and that 
they have relied upon the 
“apparent authority” of the 
person giving their consent 
to search in “good faith.”

 Though this holding is 
from 1990, here in New York, 
the “good faith” exception 
has been the law since People 
v. Adams was decided by the 
Court of Appeals in 1981.

 In Adams, an offi cer on 
patrol observed a man hold-
ing a gun to the head of a 
woman. The offi cer drew his 
own gun and ordered this 
person to drop his, however, 
that defendant fi red several 
shots at the offi cer and ran 
away. 

The woman, who identi-

fi ed herself as the girlfriend 
of the perpetrator, brought 
the police to the defendant’s 
apartment. She used a key to 
gain entry, and pointed out a 
closet where she said the de-
fendant kept his weapons. In-
side, the police found a rifl e 
and ammunition. The girl-
friend never revealed to the 
police that she did not live 
at the location until after the 
recovery of the weapon.

 The Court of Appeals 
stated that “where the 
searching offi cers rely in 
good faith on the apparent 
capability of an individual to 
consent to a search, and the 
circumstances reasonably 
indicate that this individual 
does, in fact, have the au-
thority to consent, evidence 
obtained as the result of such 
a search should not be sup-
pressed.”

 There is an important 
distinction to be made re-
garding the “apparent au-
thority” rule. If the police 
reasonably believe the per-
son giving consent has the le-
gal right to do so, but in real-
ity, that person does not, the 
offi cer’s mistake of fact will 
not invalidate the search. An 
offi cer’s mistaken view of the 
law, however, will not consti-
tute good faith.

 Thus, in the Adams case, 
the police could rely on the 
“apparent authority” of 
the Defendant’s girlfriend. 
However, where the police 
believed the Defendant’s 
landlord could give them 
permission to enter Defen-
dant’s apartment, this was a 
mistake of law since a land-
lord “is not ordinarily vested 
with authority to authorize a 
search of premises leased to 

a tenant.” Thus, in People v. 
Brown, New York’s Second 
Circuit ruled that the offi -
cer’s good faith was irrele-
vant, and the gun recovered 
from the tenant’s apartment 
was suppressed. 

The police are also not al-
lowed to exceed the scope of 
the consent given. 

In People v. O’Brien, an-
other case from the Third De-
partment, a teacher was ac-
cused of conducting sexually 
explicit conversations with 
an underage student of his 
through on line messages. 
The Defendant gave his writ-
ten consent to the search of 
his computer, however, this 
written consent was limited 
to one specifi cally described 
computer. When the detec-
tives started gathering com-
puter disks and equipment 
from defendant’s desk, they 
also took additional materi-
als, including another com-
puter.

 The Third Department 
ruled that the police had ex-
ceeded their authority by 
seizing and subsequently 
searching the second com-
puter removed from the de-
fendant’s home given “the 
narrow scope of the written 
consent.”

 Along this line, the po-
lice cannot search through-
out a person’s premises, 
even if they give the police 
their consent to enter. In 
People v. Flores, a case from 
the First Department, while 
offi cers were engaged in a 
“buy and bust” operation, 
they knocked on the door of 
an apartment unrelated to 
their initial investigations. 
The police had observed an 
unusual amount of people 

traveling in and out of that 
apartment.

 The police pounded on 
the door, until someone 
answered. This person al-
legedly invited the police 
offi cers in “presumably to 
answer questions or to fi nd 
out what the police wanted 
to inquire about.” The police 
then commenced a search 
of the entire apartment, and 
after fi nding drug related 
materials, they arrested the 
person who had answered 
the door.

 The First Department 
held this search was invalid. 
Even if the police had a valid 
consent for the initial entry, 
this “cannot reasonably be 
construed as a broad con-
sent for the police to wander 
at will throughout the entire 
dwelling.”

 Logically, however, 
consent to search will in-
clude all locations where an 
item may be hidden within 
the premises. In People v. 
Bruno, another case from 
the First Department, while 
the police were conduct-
ing a search for a gun, the 
police “searched a down 
jacket hanging in a closet 
and discovered six ounces 
of cocaine in a pocket.” The 
court held that “(i)t was ob-
jectively reasonable for the 
police to conclude that the 
consent to search the apart-
ment for a gun encompassed 
a through search of any loca-
tion where a gun might have 
been secreted, including a 
down jacket.” Contact CO-
MACTA at nycommunityac-
tion@gmail.com; tune into 
our affi liated radio broad-
casts, and visit our website 
at comactainc.com. 

 St. Raymond Elemen-
tary School will present its 
annual Christmas show on 
Tuesday, December 17 and 
Wednesday, December 18 
at 7:00 p.m. in the school’s 
auditorium. This year’s 
theme is The Most Wonder-
ful Time of the Year. Pre-K 
and Grades 1, 3 and 5 will 
perform on December 17; 
Kindergarten and Grades 
2 and 4 will perform on De-
cember 18. In addition, the 
Bell Choir, Cheerleaders 
and Marching Band will 
perform both nights. This 
year’s Christmas show will 

St. Raymond Christmas show
be a mix of religious and 
secular carols, traditional 
and contemporary music, 
and vocals and instrumen-
tals — from Joy to the World 
and Feliz Navidad to Silent 
Night and Silver Bells.

Tickets are $5.00 per 
person and will be on sale 
at the school from Decem-
ber 10 through December 
13. Tickets will not be sold 
at the door. The Christmas 
show is usually sold out so 
it is suggested that tickets 
be purchased sooner rather 
than later. To purchase tick-
ets or for additional infor-

mation, call 718-597-3232.
Located at 2380 East 

Tremont Avenue, St. Ray-
mond Elementary School, 
the parish school of St. Ray-
mond Church — the “Mother 
Church of the Bronx” — of-
fers full-day academic pro-
grams for Pre-K3 through 
Grade 8, advanced level 
math and science, an Italian 
language program, sports, a 
fi tness center and a broad ar-
ray of extracurricular activ-
ities. For more information 
about the school, visit www.
straymondelementary.org or 
call 718-597-3232.



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r

 1
3

-
1

9
, 2

0
1

3
   

   
6

4



6
5

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    D

e
c

e
m

b
e

r
 1

3
-

1
9

, 2
0

1
3

   

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
We had my family over 

for Thanksgiving this year 
and ended up frying two tur-
keys.  One we fried the day 
of Thanksgiving so that our 
guests could take home left-
overs and the other we fried 
on Friday.  My plan was to 
boycott “Black Friday” by 
celebrating “Stock Friday”, 
but it really ended up being 
“Stock Saturday” due to lo-
gistics.  Nevertheless, if you 
have never made your own 
stock, right after Thanksgiv-
ing is the time to try it.  

My husband cleaned up 
the carcasses of both birds 
and after packing up the 
good pieces for future meals, 
he set aside the bones and 
other bits.  I heated the oven 
to 400 degrees and took out 
my mom’s old aluminum 
roasting pan.  It’s the larg-
est one I have and measures 
about 12” x 18” and is 3” deep.  
An even layer of bones and 
bits will end up in a 12 quart 
stock pot and will yield about 
9 quarts of stock.  I added the 
fronds from a head of fennel 
we used in our cornbread 
stuffi ng, a carrot, a parsnip, 
a handful of small onions (all 
from the CSA of course) and 
some parsley from the gar-
den.  I added a sprinkle of ol-
ive oil, tossed it about and but 
it in the oven for 45 minutes, 
checking halfway to make 
sure nothing was burning.  
Browning is good; burning 
is bad, lower the oven if you 

have to.  
I removed the pan from 

the oven and once everything 
was cool enough to handle, I 
took all the meat, bones and 
vegetables and put them in 
the empty stock pot.  If you 
have a pasta insert for your 
stock pot, which I do and 
failed to use this time, use 
it for this purpose, it makes 
clean up so much easier.  I 
then started pouring mea-
sured quarts of water (just 
to keep track so I know how 
many clean bottles I need 
to prep) into the stockpot.  
I reserved one cup which 
I poured into the roasting 
pan, set on the top of the oven 
and heated up to loosen the 
browned bits stuck on the 
bottom of the pan (aka “de-
glazing”).  A metal spatula 
is perfect for this task.  I 
poured this off into the stock-
pot, threw in 2 bay leaves, 3 
cloves of unpeeled garlic and 
10 peppercorns.

The turkey frying kit 
comes with a meat thermom-
eter that’s long enough to 
reach the bottom of my tall 
stockpot, but any candy or 
meat thermometer will do.  
Put the heat on high and keep 
an eye on it until it gets to 180 
degrees.   You want to keep 

the stock at a range of 180 to 
200 degrees; you don’t want 
to let it get to a rapid boil, so 
staying close by during this 
phase is important.  Once it 
reaches the desired tempera-
ture, lower the heat to a bare 
simmer.  Another option is to 
use a dutch oven instead of 
a stock pot and put it in the 
oven at 190 degrees.  

No matter how much you 
want to, do not stir the pot.  
The stock needs to cook for 
at least 3 hours and up to 6 
or 8 hours if you plan cor-
rectly.  You need to check it 
frequently to make sure the 
temperature is within range 
and also to scoop away any 
fat or scum that rises to the 
surface.  Use a slotted spoon 
for this and pour this into 
your organics recycle bucket 
or in the garbage.  Do not 
throw this fat down your 
drain, it will solidify and 
clog the pipes.  

Once you have achieved 
the desired cooking time, 
turn off the heat and let the 
stock cool.  While you are 
waiting, prepare for the pro-
cess of draining the stock 
from the meat.  If I had used 
my pasta strainer, I could 
lift the whole thing out of 
the stock pot and place it in 
a large shallow bowl to con-
tinue draining.  Instead, I 
took a large colander and 
lined it with a double layer 
of cheesecloth.  Using a large 
slotted spoon and a pair of 
tongs, I carefully removed all 

of the solids from the stock.  
Now it was time to jar up 

the stock and I like to use 
glass mason jars.  You can 
also use safe plastic contain-
ers and freeze the stock.  Us-
ing cleaned jars, which I set 
out on a towel, I used a ladle 
to pour the stock through 
a funnel and a fi ne metal 
sieve (see photo).   I covered 
the jars and set them on the 
counter until I heard them 
pop, signaling that they were 
ready for the fridge (this can 
take an hour or two).  A thin 
layer of fat forms on the top 
of the liquid, this seals in the 
broth and helps it stay fresh 
in your fridge. 

And don’t forget to pick 
through the carcass after 
straining out the stock.  I 
pulled off plenty of tasty neck 

and back meat, added some 
homemade barbecue sauce, 
stuck it in the oven for ten 
minutes in a covered baking 
dish and served “Pulled Tur-
key” sandwiches with cole-
slaw for dinner one night.  

This recipe will work for 
any type of meat.  In my last 
column, I mentioned keep-
ing bags in my freezer that 
were labeled “meat bones” 
and “chicken bones”.  This 
is what families used to do – 
trimmings from meat, either 
precooking or scraps leftover 
after eating, are kept in the 
freezer until there is enough 
accumulated to make stock 
(don’t use anything that has 
a sauce on it though, so bones 
leftover from Buffalo chicken 
wings will not work).  Based 
on the size of the equipment I 

use, I need at least two large 
freezer bags to make this 
quantity of stock.  However, 
don’t let this stop you – the 
recipe is easily adjusted to fi t 
the amount of stock you can 
make, it’s really more an out-
line of a technique and I en-
courage you to give it a shot.  

 If you notice, I do not add 
salt, making your own stock 
is a great way to lower your 
sodium intake while also 
utilizing food that would oth-
erwise be thrown out.  This 
stock is so much more nutri-
ent dense than what you will 
fi nd in the grocery stores.   
Once you have a few jars in 
your fridge, use it to make 
soups, stews or risotto.  

In the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in 
the world.

The making of turkey stiock.

BY ANDREW CHIRICO
Our next regular meet-

ing will be Thursday Decem-
ber 12,   at PS14, 7:30 p.m.

We will have our Christ-
mas meeting. Our guest 
speaker will be Assembly-
man Mike Benedetto.

Our Christmas tree light-
ing was held December 8,  
Santa handed out 175 gifts to 
the children who waited on  
a cold and snowy evening.

We want to thank the 
many people who donate 
their time and talents for 
our Christmas Tree light-
ing in the park. The beau-
tiful horse drawn coach 
is provided by the McGill 
Family and Chateau Stables 
Inc. coaches are available 
for all of your special oc-
casions Weddings , Proms 
or any occasion where you 
need extra horse power. 
For information call  (212) 
246-0520   or   www.cha-
teaustables.net  also Tony 
Candeta  of International 

Caterers of Distinction  for 
providing the refreshments  
call (718) 822-8241  or www.
international-caterers.com 
The Guiding Star Knights 
of Columbus catering hall 
is always ready for your 
special party. This year our 
tree was donated by Colo-
nial Home Improvements 
(Bronx) 718-882-1586. We 
would also like to thank Lo-
retta Zaino,Tiffany Mack-
night, Jimmy Walsh,  and 
the Children from the Pri-
mavera Italian Language 
program who sang songs 
in English and Italian, 
and also Evelyn Pereira-
Destefano and the Chorus 
from P.S. 14  and, of course, 
Santa’s helpers, Scott Ber-
nard, Annie Boller,Patrick 
Caruso,(CB#10)  Andrew 
Chirico, Anthony Chir-
ico, Clara Chirico, Dawn 
Granieri, Frankie Gran-
ieri, Nicholas Granieri, 
Bill Heaney (Throggs Neck 
Volunteer Ambulance), 

Danielli Kuletsky, Joseph 
Kuletsky, John Marano 
(CB#10) Joanne Murphy, 
Mary Jane Musano, Jo-
seph Oddo, Fannie Scal-
fani, Maria Scalfani, James 
Schefl en. Virginia Strasser 
and Michele Torrioni.and 
“Tom The Horse” 

This years’ event was 
a struggle the entire event 
was staged with our own vol-
unteers and donations from 
the above mentioned busi-
ness. To all of the members 
of the Waterbury LaSalle 
Community and Homeown-
ers Association we would 
like to wish you a Merry 
Christmas, Happy Chanu-
kah and a Happy New Year. 
We hope to see you at our 

monthly membership meet-
ings. Please read our weekly 
column in the Bronx Times 
Reporter for news that af-
fects you as a member of our 
community. We are on top 
of issues that concern you 
like zoning, traffi c, parking, 
(or the lack of parking) and 
graffi ti and car thefts.

We ask that you use the 
above mentioned local busi-

ness who donate and sup-
port us whenever you have a 
special occasion or a special 
project at your home. 

In the coming year there 
will be several new shop-
ping malls opening in our 
community, motor traffi c in 
the area will become even 
more unbearable than it is 
now, we ask that you support 
all of our local merchants 

on Crosby Ave, Middle 
Town Road, East Tremont 
Ave. Bruckner Blvd. and 
Westchester Avenue, now 
more than ever they need 
you. We cannot afford any 
more empty stores, the lo-
cal privately owned busi-
ness are the life blood of our 
community.  Merry Christ-
mas, Happy Chanukah, and 
Happy New Year  to all.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Another busy weekend is 

upon us!  On 12/14 we have 
the ‘Nam Knights MC visit 
to the Kingsbridge Hopspi-
tal.  Please assemble at the 
recreation room in the Nurs-
ing Home section at 10:30, for 
further instructions, prior 
to departing to visit the pa-
tients.  On the 15th its our 
Annual Christmas Party, 
after our Sunday meeting 
at the Turner Club, starting 
around 1pm.

A personal note, thanks 
to the post for the kind dona-
tion and Santa, to PDC Bill 
Damson and Irene from the 
Pioneers for their Annual 
Holiday Party for adults 
with disabilities from AHRC 

NYC.  Also, a thanks to Post 
1456 for the use of their post 
home.

Here’s a interesting 
twist to a quote, I believe by 
Thomas Jefferson?  “Those 
who hammer their swords 
into plowshares will plow the 
fi elds for those who didn’t!”

Until Next Time: Please 
remember all the winter 
driving and holiday lighting 
safety tips so you and yours 
can have a happy holiday 
season!
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BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
This Past Saturday was 

Pearl Harbor Day, and as 
FDR said,(A date that will 
live in infamy.)

It has. This was the fi rst 
time that the United States 
was attacked by another 
nation. One would think 
the Muslim Nations have 
no History Channel. The 
Arizona Memorial at Pearl 
Harbor which is a Memo-
rial to those killed in the at-
tack is an active burial site 
for those Vets who want to 
be buried with their com-
rades. Ceremonies are held 
daily. Never forget this at-
tack as well as the attack on 
the Twin Towers.

Here are some more 
thank yous. My favorite 
Girl Scout Troops, Troop 
1182, 1185, 1202, and 1209. 
These ladies were dona-
tors to our Food Drive. Two 

other groups were the EB-8 
Life Member Club of the 
Pioneers and The ABC Day 
Care. Many thanks to all of 
you.

Welcome to the new kids 
on the block, The Borun-
quen Post 1951. The Mon 
Ami Chapter. They’re lo-
cated at 2434 East Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461. 
The group is one block from 
Castle Hill Avenue and you 
can reach the House Man, 
Hector Cruz at 718-822-8077.

He has a room rental 
capacity of 90 people. Give 
him a call and stop in and 
wish them well.

If you foIks have any 

events going, give me a two 
week lead time and I’ll in-
clude it in this column. I’m 
Doc Paul at 914-400-3756.

 Call the Post regarding 
our Children’s Christmas 
Party. The number is 718-
822-8873.

  From Time to time, I’m 
asked about donations to 
veteran’s causes. Give me a 
call at 914-400-3756 and I’ll 
get that info to you.

 Trivia Time!!
 Christmas Seals went on 

sale on December 9, 1907. 
On December 10, 1941, 

Guam fell to Japan.
Germany and Italy de-

clare war on the U. S. on 
December 11, 1941.  What 
nerve!

George Washington Died 
on December 14, 1799.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

Bingo at TN Memorial Unit #1456
Throggs Neck Memo-

rial Unit #1456, 1456 Shore 
Drive, will host a Bingo on 
Sunday, January 19, start-
ing at 2 p.m. Doors iwll open 

at 1 p.m.
Donation is $5, which in-

cludes one card, coffee, cake 
and a door prize. Additional 
cards are $1 each.

There will be a Super 
Sweeps Table, Sweepstakes 
Table and a 50/50.

For further information 
call (718)822-9502.

BY MARCIA ANNE PAVLICA
Sometimes, the last lines 

of our “Chatter” get omitted 
by the typesetter, if there 
still is one, or by the delete 
button on the computer.  
What we always want to say 
is “Your home extends be-
yond your property line. 

Take pride in your Com-
munity.”  And pride is what 
helps hold a community to-
gether in hard times and 
in good. It’s the friendships 
and respect that we share 
with the other organized 
groups that make us feel 
that our joint efforts are im-
portant. It is more than just 
Raymour and Flanagan 
and P.C. Richards that hold 
us together, as Mary Lauro 
of Wakefi eld used to lament. 
As they celebrated this year 
their 100 th anniversay, they 
remembered and honored 
those who had worked hard 
and built a community they 
were proud to call HOME.

 Looking back over the 
40 years of our existance, 
since 1973 there is for some 
of us a sense of pride for the 
accomplishments and also 
of humility. There have 
been many who worked  
hard, walked the walk and 
did more than just talk the 
talk. It was the

Bronx Borough Presi-
dent who called us all to-
gether at the conception of 
Community Boards and 
mandated that every street 
had to be the concern of an 
organized group.  There 

was to be no one left out. 
For 6 months, we met 

around one another’s 
kitchen  tables, mapping 
out our by-laws, our com-
mittees and our concerns.  
In order to get our fi rst 
replacement sewer built, 
when NYS DEC held a meet-
ing in Queens because of 
the need to separate sewage 
from storm waters, as man-
dated by the Federal Gov-
ernment, we were there. 
When we needed letters, 
everone wrote.  We were 
at City Hall at 1:00 in the 
morning to get approval for 
a change order- additional 
funding.  Every block had 
a block captain who worked 
and walked and talked to 
the local homeowners. It 
would take another 10 years 
to see the shovel fi nally in 
the ground, because of the 
Clean Waters Act. In 1985 
with T.V. cameras roll-
ing, and Mayor Koch say-
ing that he could smell the 
hay growing, a very young 
Joseph Liso presented the 
Mayor with “Thanks for 
our Sewer” baloons and an 
even younger Angela Liso 
presented him with a thank 
you kiss!

 Our 40th year of efforts 

draws to a close and the 
sewer construction contin-
ues- the details of which 
do not peak the interest of 
some who can skirt the con-
strction area.  Those of us 
who can not have now had 
weeks and litterly months 
of construction in one form 
or another.  Now it is no 
street parking. 

This phase of the con-
struction (mini tunnel) 
will be the introduction of a 
German technology which 
will  work under the street 
drilling and installing new 
sewer lines. The 11 foot by 9 
foot boulder excavated this 
summer, would be drilled 
through. The chambers that 
have been dug to accept the 
drilling machines are 30 
feet deep and the street in 
being shorn up with great 
timbers. If you haven’t been 
affected by the construc-
tion, then we are envious of 
you!

Our December meeting 
will be held on Wednes-
day, December 18th at 7:30 
p.m. at the Villa Maria 
Academy,3335 Country 
Club Road (in the one story 
building on the left as you 
enter the campus).  We hope 
you and your neighbor will 
share the evening with us.  
As always, your home ex-
tends beyond your property 
line.  Take pride in your 
community. And we wish 
you peace and joy, Merry 
Christmas and Happy New 
Year.

BY LYNN GERBINO
Our thanks go out to Sen-

ator Jeff Klein for speaking 
at our last meeting and for 
bringing John Wolham of 
the New York State Depart-
ment of Taxation and Fi-
nance. Senator Klein talked 
about his legislative agenda 
this year and Mr. Wolham 
was able to register some of 
our members for the Basic 
Stat tax exemption for the 
state.

He was also trouble-
shooting for a few of our 
members who had problems 
registering for their exemp-
tions.

Senator Jeff Klein’s 
Legislative Roll out will 
be held on Friday, Decem-
ber 13th, from 11 a.m. - 1 
p.m., at Mercy College’s, 
French Family Auditorium 
1200 Waters Place, in the 
Hutchinson Metro Center. 
If you want to fi nd out what 
is happenng in the State and 
what will be on the Senate’s 
agenda this year in Albany, 
please feel free to attend. 
There is free parking there 
and it is easily accessible by 
public transportation.

 Thanks to all of our 
members who generously 
donated new, unwrapped 
toys, which we turned over 
to the 45th Precinct who 
will spread some Christmas 
cheer to some families in 
the precinct. Whatever toys 

are left over will be donated 
to the Toys for Tots collec-
tion at the precinct.

 We also donated the 
money for two turkeys for 
the veterans homeless shel-
ter through the Theodore 
Korony Auxiliary and Judy 
Lanci who organized the do-
nations for Thanksgiving.

 Last, but not least, we 
donated to the Christmas 
Lights that have sprung up 
on Tremont Avenue. They 
are always a  joy to see. 

Here is one for the good 
guys...  The MTA Bridges 
and Tunnels announced 
Tuesday that all six road-
way lanes at the Bronx-
Whitestone Bridge’s Queens 
approach will be open for 
the next month to ease traf-
fi c during peak holiday 
travel time.

Beginning Mon., Dec. 
9 through Jan. 15 the per-
manent lane closure on the 
approach will be removed 
during peak morning and 
afternoon drive times, and 
the roadway will have all 
six lanes; three northbound 
to the Bronx and three 
southbound to Queens. The 

northbound lanes will be 
split around a work zone, 
with two lanes to the right 
and one to the left of the 
construction area.

One lane in either direc-
tion may be closed during-
off-peak hours to allow con-
tractors E.E. Cruz/Tully 
to get ready for the next 
stage of roadway work that 
will begin on Jan. 16. Peak 
morning hours are between 
6 a.m. and 9 a.m. and peak 
afternoon hours from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m.

 This should help with 
holiday travel!! 

DUES: You have one last 
chance to pay your 2014 
dues at the old rate of $10, 
if you mail a check for that 
amount to: Throggs Neck 
Homeowners Association, 
P.O. Box 25, Throggs Neck 
Station, Bronx, New York 
10465. If you pay by De-
cember 31, you are in like 
Flynn...if you wait until 
January 1, you will pay the 
new amount of $15. 

The executive board of 
Throggs Neck Homeowners 
wishes all of our members 
and the community a won-
derful Holiday season and 
a blessed and healthy New 
Year. We hope all of your 
dreams come true!!

 You can reach us at 718-
823-0327. We hope to have 
a web site and a Facebook 
page during the new year!!

On Saturday, December 
14, experience the Bartow-
Pell mansion by candle-
light—with halls decked, 
mantles festooned and trees 
shimmering in the candle-
light. Costumed docents will 
be on hand throughout the 
mansion to highlight 19th-
century holiday traditions. 
Victorian carolers add to 
the festive atmosphere, per-
forming while guests enjoy 
light holiday fare and was-
sail in the Orangerie. Res-
ervations required, (718) 
885-1461 or info@bpmm.org. 
Cost $12 adults, $10 seniors, 

Bartow-Pell by Candlelight
students, & members.

On the 14 and the 15th, 
The Bronx Arts Ensemble 
and Singers will present 
a concert of music for St. 
Nicholas at Bartow-Pell. 
The concert is free, but 
space is limited and tick-
ets are required. Call the 
Bronx Arts Ensemble at 
(718) 601-7399 for tickets.

Through it all, eight 
Storybook Christmas 
Trees—based on modern 
holiday classics from Fancy 
Nancy to Olivia Helps with 
Christmas —will delight vis-
itors from entry hall to the 
double parlors to the Lannu-

ier bedchamber. This year’s 
designers are a mix of indi-
viduals and organizations 
from Manhattan, the Bronx, 
City Island, Pelham, and 
Scarsdale. In addition to art-
ists, interior designers, and 
docents (see the full list be-
low), this year’s trees will be 
trimmed by teams from The 
JFM Group, a Pelham-based 
fi rm that serves nonprofi ts; 
the Bronx Council on the 
Arts; and Bronx Parks 125, 
the organization leading the 
Bronx Parks’ 125th anniver-
sary celebrations.



7
1

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    D

e
c

e
m

b
e

r
 1

3
-

1
9

, 2
0

1
3

   

Borough’s auto rates second highest in state
From page 1

Car crashes like this one are not the only factors driving auto in-
surance rates in the Bronx.               File Photo 

(10471) to seven zip codes in 
the south and west Bronx 
that saw an premium of 
$3,349.89 (10451, 10451, 10452, 
10454, 10455, 10456, 10457, 
and 10474).

 Among the lowest priced 
zip codes were 10463 (south 
Riverdale/Kingsbridge), 
10465 (Throggs Neck and 
Country Club) 10470 (Wood-
lawn/Wakefi eld) and 10475 
(Co-op City) which all had 
an average premium of 
$2,775. Also ranking rela-
tively low was 10461 (Pel-
ham Bay/Morris Park/
Zerega) at $2,883.78 a year. 

Larry Pistillo of The Pis-
tillo Agency at 1892 East-
chester Road in Morris Park 

said that Allstate, which 
his agency represents, re-
cently changed its criteria 
for determining rates from 
having “north Bronx” and 
“south Bronx” zones to re-
lying more on zip code, as 
well as on credit score and 
highest education level ob-
tained. 

“Now the insurance com-
panies are fi guring there 
are certain areas which 
unfortunately are produc-
ing more claims, and some 
of the areas where people 
thought the rates should be 
the best are not,” he said. 

“Some of it,” he said, “I 
personally don’t think is 
very fair.” 

For drivers looking to 
minimize their auto rates, 

Rieman said that a person 
planning on moving can 
explore the average rates in 
different zip codes.

Another way is to be a 
safe driver or raise your 
credit score. Taking a safe 
driving course either in per-
son or on line can also lower 
policy rates.

“Also, we recommend 
just generally that people 
re-shop their auto insur-
ance about once a year,” she 
said.

 “When you shop for auto 
insurance, oftentimes you 
get a bunch of discounts 
very early on, but some of 
the discounts expire or you 
stop qualifying for them.” 

Consumers should also 
reshop after they have a ma-

jor life event or a minor ac-
cident, she said. 

Senator Jeff Klein’s Inde-
pendent Democratic Confer-
ence also commissioned a 
report recently that showed 
that people registering their 
cars out-of-state, commmit-
ting insurance fraud, are 
driving rates higher. 

“The sheer number of 
accidents each year in New 
York City contributes to a big 
part of the cost,” said Klein, 
“but unacceptable levels of 
insurance fraud here in the 
Bronx are driving average 
premiums way up.”

Klein, who is co-leader 
of the state Senate, added 
that that he is now working 
on legislation to bring rates 
down. 

An Icahn Charter High School won’t be moving into theGunther Avenue school building.         
                                         Photo by Patrick Rocchio 

Icahn Charter High School will not be part of M.S. 144
From page 1

ment of Education.
Opposition erupted after 

the DOE announced in Sep-
tember that it had selected 

an as-yet-unnamed Icahn 
Charter high school to 
share space in District 11’s 
Junior High School 144’s 
building in Allerton.

Among other com-

plaints, parents feared for 
the safety of their younger 
children with high school 
students. 

The 6th through 8th 
grade middle school at 2545 

Gunther Ave. is in the DOE’s 
turnaround program and 
showing promising signs. 
The newly created Pelham 
Gardens Middle School re-
cently opened there. 

Senator Jeff Klein, while 
supportive of Icahn open-
ing another high school, op-
posed its location there.

“The Icahn Charter 
Schools have been a great 
boost for school choice 
in our community,” said 
Klein. “But from the start, 
I believed that JHS 144 was 
the wrong site for this co-
location.” 

Klein said he will work 
with Icahn to fi nd another, 
more suitable location.

Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca said “Having a high 
school there would have 
caused overcrowding and 
adversely affected the edu-
cation of the students al-
ready there. 

The age mix, along with 
the sharing of facilities 
such as bathrooms between 
younger, more vulnerable 
elementary school aged stu-
dents and high schoolers, 
was of great concern to CEC 
11 president Pamela John-
son.

Also, the middle school 
children already in the 

building would not get seats 
in the new high school, she 
noted, since charter schools 
can pull from any area. 

An experiment with 
placing trailers in back of 
the school for high school 
students also did not work 
at the campus, she said. 

“The DOE was not lis-
tening at all to the commu-
nity,” said Johnson.

 Diane Norris, chair-
woman of Community 
Board 11’s Education, 
Youth and Culture Com-
mittee, also opposed the 
plan because the charter 
school when fully phased 
into the building after sev-
eral years would cause 
overcrowding. 

“At the end of the pro-
posal, it showed that there 
would be overcrowding of 
at least 105% [of capacity] 
once the co-location was 
complete,” she said. 

Norris said credit should 
also go to Community Edu-
cation Council 11, as well as 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
and Councilman Andy 
King, along with others.

While the community 
wants new schools, she said 
the DOE is not working 
with the community but 
just telling the community 

what it is going to do. 
Al D’Angelo, vice-pres-

ident of the Morris Park 
Community Association, 
as well as an educator, said 
that the mix of different-
aged students in the same 
school building would just 
not work. He also chastised 
the DOE for not working 
with the community. 

“The DOE are supposed 
to be educators, and they 
should know about educa-
tion,” he said. “They don’t 
give a damn. From the deal-
ings I have had with them, 
I don’t think they see chil-
dren as the priority.” 

He also said Jeremy 
Kabinoff , JHS 144’s rela-
tively new principal, should 
be given the chance to com-
plete the DOE mandated 
“turnaround” program. 

Johnson praised Kabi-
noff and the students and 
school community for rais-
ing JHS 144’s overall grade 
on its 2012-13 school prog-
ress report to a B.  

D’Angleo has also been 
trying to convince the 
DOE offi cials to build a 
new middle school f Mor-
ris Park. For her part, 
Johnson would like to see 
a third middle school in the 
Gunther Avenue building. 

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL (718) 742-3386
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2541 East Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10461

718-892-3300
www.BronxHonda.com

Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, tags & MV fees & incl. all mfr rebates/incentives. *Leases incl. 12K mi/yr w/15¢/mi thereafter. Lessee resp for excess wear & tear. 
Offers cannot be combined with any other advertised deal. See dealer for all complete details. Not responsible for typos. Offers expire 12/31/13. NYC DCA# 1113062. NYS DMV #5184738889.

Civic EXNew 2013
Honda

Sales Hours:
Mon- Thu 9AM-8PM

Fri-Sat 9AM-6PM
Sun 11AM-4PM

Accord LXNew 2014
Honda CR-V LX AWDNew 2014

Honda

Civic 
LX

2007 Honda

Stk #UH8432, VIN #7H303928,
4 cyl, auto, all power, cd/mp3,

48,573 mi. 
$10,995

Accord
LX

2010 Honda

Stk #UH8377, VIN #AA133407,
4 cyl, auto, all power,

cd/aux/mp3, 19,557 mi. 
$14,995

Civic 
LX

2010 Honda

Stk #UH8591, VIN #AH559880,
4 cyl, auto, all power, cd,

57,578 mi. 
$10,995

Accord
Cpe EX-L

2007 Honda

Stk #UH8302, VIN #7A001058, V6,
auto, all power, alloys, moonroof,

htd leather seats, 76,887 mi. 
$12,995

CR-V EX
4WD

2008 Honda

Stk #UH8379, VIN #8C082077,
4 cyl, auto, all power,

cd/aux/mp3, 46,769 mi. 
$14,995

Accord
LX

2012 Honda

Stk #UH8399, VIN #CA078100,
4 cyl, auto, all power, alloys,

cd/aux, 11,106 mi. 
$17,995

CR-V
4WD EX

2008 Infiniti

Stk #UH8394, VIN #8C078718,
4 cyl, auto, all power, moon-

roof, alloys, 63,266 mi.  
$13,995

Accord
EX-L V6 w/Navi

2009 Honda 

Stk #UH8424, VIN #9A021999,
V6, auto, all power,  naviga-

tion, cd/mp3, 34,708 mi. 
$17,995

WIDE SELECTION OF USED CARS AVAILABLE!

Stk #H13-1499, 4DR, 4 cyl, auto, all power, cd/mp3, Bluetooth, MSRP $21,605.
$1999 Down + 1st pymt + $0 security + $0 bank fee = $2138 due at lease
signing. Ttl pymts/residual: $5004/$12,314. Excludes sales, tax, mv/reg/doc fees.

per
mo.
36
mos.LEASE

FOR
Stk #H14-314, 4DR, 4 cyl, auto, all power, alloys, Bluetooth, MSRP $23,545. $1999
Down + 1st pymt + $0 security + $0 bank fee = $2176 due at lease signing.
Ttl pymts/residual: $6372/$13,891. Excludes sales, tax, mv/reg/doc fees.

per
mo.
36
mos.LEASE

FOR
Stk #H14-232, 4 cyl, auto, all power, cd/mp3, MSRP $25,025. $1999 Down +
1st pymt + $0 security + $0 bank fee = $2178 due at lease signing. Ttl
pymts/residual: $6444/$15,766. Excludes sales, tax, mv/reg/doc fees.

per
mo.
36
mos.LEASE

FOR

$179$177$139
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Fordham loss to Towson ends season

“I try to spark the defense. After that the momentum 
builds off of me.”

CHRIS ROBINSON.............................................................PAGE 74

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

BY JOHN TOLIS 
A second-round play off 

loss didn’t take away from the 
amazing journey to get there 
for Fordham University. 

The Rams historic season 
ended sooner than expected 
in the second of the NCAA 
FCS Championship after fall-
ing 48-28 to host and seventh-
seeded Towson last Saturday. 
Even though Fordham had 
made early exit, head coach 
Joe Moorhead is more than 
pleased with his team’s perfor-
mance this year. 

“The task that they’ve un-
dertaken here of taking a 6-5 
team to generating one of the 
top seasons in school history 
is nothing to be taken likely,” 
Moorhead said in the press 
conference following the loss. 
“They certainly took the for-
tunes of this program and set 
the bar for future teams.”

Fordham went 12-2, the best 
record in the school’s history 
during the modern era. It beat 
a top-ten ranked NCAA FCS 
team in Villanova and earned 
the school’s fi rst ever home 
NCAA FCS playoff win against 
Sacred Heart. The Rams made 
breaking records a habit this 
season as they set school 
marks for most points (526), 
passing yards (5,052) and total 
yards (7,214). 

Junior quarterback Mike 
Nebrich exceeded the 4,000-
yard mark after he completed 
his fi rst pass against Towson. 
Fordham is the only team in 
NCAA FCS history to have a 
4,000-yard passer, three 1,000-
yard receivers in Sam Ajala, 
Tebucky Jones, Jr., and Brian 
Wetzel and a 1,000-yard rusher 
Carlton Koonce.

Against Towson, Nebrich 
completed 37 of 50 passes for 
394 yards and four touchdowns. 
It helped him set a new Patriot 
League season mark for passer 
effi ciency rating with a mark 
of 171.34, surpassing Frank 
Baur’s (Lafayette) record of 
171.12 set in 1988.

Despite a strong start by 
the Rams, they couldn’t fi n-
ish off Towson. With scored 
tied at 21-21 at the break, the 
Tigers took the lead early in 
the second half four-play, 76-

yard drive. The Rams let the 
game slip when there was a 
miscommunication on a snap 
that caused the ball to go over 
Nebrich’s head and the fumble 
was retrieved by Towson. 

“It was a shootout until mid-
way through the third quar-
ter,” Moorhead said.

The Tigers (11-2) took advan-

tage of the turnover and scored 
to make it 35-21. Towson would 
go on to tally on another score 
to dim any chances of a Rams 
comeback. Late in the fourth 
quarter, Fordham eached the 
end zone thanks to three passes 
for 61 yards to make the score 
42-28, but did not get closer. 

Despite the loss, Nebrich 

believes the Rams have every 
reason to keep their heads up 
and remember a successful 
season. 

“We’re really just proud of 
what we did and we’re not go-
ing to hang our head,” Nebrich 
said. “I think the guys did 
an unbelievable job all year 
long.”

Fordham and quarterback Mike Niebrich saw its historic season end with a playoff loss to Towson.  
 Photo courtesy of Fordham University

The Jets needed this game 
with the Raiders the way the 
Giants needed the Washing-
tons in week 12. Until very late 
in the 4th quarter, every pos-
session was completed with a 
score 

If these two teams played 
in Europe’s pro-soccer circuit 
they both might get demoted to 
a lower ranked league. 

Smith wasn’t that hot but 
still won. 

CHARGERS (6-7)  37     
GIANTS (6-8) 14

As intense that the Giants 
played for the last couple of 
weeks, their trip to the left 
coast was exemplifi ed by the 
Chargers 3rd down success %- 
66%. NY was 37% on 3rd and 
50%on 4th. The Giants rushed 
for 92 and passed for 241. SD 
had 144 and 244 rushing and 
passing respectively. Eli was 
20-32, 2 INT. Phillip Rivers was 
21-28, 0 INT. 

NEXT STEPS FOR CASH
Andrew Marchand (ESPN.

com) told us Robinson Cano is 
facing a decision of a lifetime 
and of a lifestyle. If the Seattle 
Mariners are really ready to 
step up and fi nancially knock 
the mighty Yankees out of the 
park, Cano must decide what 
is most important to him. 

On one corner of the coun

WEEK 14
Jets (6-7)  37

Raiders (4-9) 27

Continued on Page 75
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Chris Robinson isn’t con-

cerned with getting himself 
off to a fast start offensively. 
The Cardinal Hayes senior 
wing just wants to make 
sure the player he is guard-
ing doesn’t do that same. 

“In my mind even before 
I score I try to lock their 
best player down,” Robin-
son said. Defense leads to 
offense.”

He wasn’t happy when 
Iona Prep sophomore 
guard Ty Jerome helped 
lead his teammates to an 
11-point lead over the Car-
dinals in the fi rst quarter. 
Jerome, who was asked to 
do more with Gaels star 
Matt Ryan sick and out of 
lineup, wasn’t just scoring, 
but had the offense running 
through him. Robinson had 
to put a stop to in. 

“I tried to get him out of 
the game,” he said. “He hit 

a couple baskets on me with 
backdoor cuts and screens, 
but I had to do my best to 
just control him. I got a cou-
ple of steals on him.”

Robinson, who has in-
terest from St. Peter’s and 
Iona College, ratcheted up 
the defensive pressure. It 
made Jerome uncomfort-
able and stifl ed the host 
Gaels’ attack in an even-
tual 63-50 season opening 
win in CHSAA Archdioc-
esan Class AA play on Dec. 
4. Robinson dropped in 13 
points. 

“I try to spark the de-
fense,” he said. “After that 
the momentum builds off of 
me.”

The Cardinals, after a 
sluggish beginning from its 
starters got a big lift from 
bench players like Jeffrey 
Hayden, Clive Allen and St. 
Agnes transfer Kashif Da-
vis. They sparked an 11-0 

run that closed out the fi rst 
half and gave Hayes a 22-20 
lead.   

“They helped us to push 
the tempo and that’s how 
we got the lead,” St. Joseph 
University-bound guard 
Shavar Newkirk said of the 
team’s reserves. 

It just shows the type of 
depth the Cardinals have 
as they look to reach the 
CHSAA Intersectional 
title game after losing in 
the semifi nals last season. 
Hayes, which also beat 
PSAL power Thomas Jef-
ferson last week, features 
Central Connecticut-bound 
forward Mustafa Jones, 
who stands 6-foot-7. Newk-
irk, who scored 19 points 
against the Gaels, is one of 
the city’s toughest guards. 
Blue-collar guard Jamal 
Smith and forwards Na-
than Ekwu and AK Ojo are 
also expected to contribute. 

Hayes coach Joe Lods 
just doesn’t want his team 
to think talent alone with 
get it down in a deep league 

against teams the likes of 
defending champion Christ 
the King, Bishop Loughlin 
and rival St. Raymond.  

“We have plenty of tal-
ent,” Lods said. “We just 
have to play together. To-
gether we are very good.”

Defensive-minded Robinson 
provides spark for Hayes 

Cardinal Hayes coach Joe Lods speaks with the team during a time out.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

BY JOHN TOLIS 
Even if you are the 

nation’s top scoring 
freshman the lights of 
Madison Square Garden 
can get to you. For Ford-
ham University’s Jon 
Severe they were in his 
first game at the World’s 
Most Famous Arena. 

Severe, a former 
Christ the King stand-
out, entered the contest 
against local rival St. 
John’s averaging 22.3 
points per game, the 
best in the nation for 
a freshman. He had no 
such success against the 
Red Storm. 

Severe shot just 
1-of-21 from the floor, as 
St. John’s scorched the 
nets to hand the Rams 
a 104-58 defeat last Sat-
urday during the Holi-
day Festival. Fordham 
coach Pecora isn’t wor-
ried about the Brooklyn 
native’s showing and be-
lieves that this experi-
ence will help him in the 
long run.

“A day like this will 
help him prepare for 

some of the better teams 
we play as we move for-
ward,” Pecora said. “It’s 
all part of the learn-
ing curve for a fresh-
man. No matter how or 
good they are, there’s a 
growth cycle here.”

Coming off an im-
pressive win against 
Manhattan, Fordham 
had no answers for the 
Red Storm (6-2) from the 
start. The Rams (4-3) 
kept up with St. John’s 
for the first seven min-
utes of the game, only 
trailing 13-10. Things 
only got only worse 
from there St. John’s 
netted 17 straight shots 
over a span of 12 min-
utes in the first half 
leaving the Rams head-
ing into the locker room 
down 52-32 at the half. 

The Rams seemed 
lost as they gave many 
open looks to the Red 
Storm and they paid 
the price. They tried 
attacking the rim by 
driving the ball in, but 
couldn’t finish. 

“We didn’t execute 

and kicked the ball out 
after we penetrated,” 
Pecora said. “I think 
it became a little bit 
of a macho thing. Our 
guys are competitors 
and wanted to try to get 
the ball to the rim and 
that’s not our world.” 

Mandell Thomas 
was the Rams’ leading 
scorer with 15 points, 
followed by Branden 
Frazier with 13 points 
and four rebounds.  
Travion Leonard net-
ted eight points off the 
bench and tied a ca-
reer-high with nine re-
bounds. Severe added 
nine points, six boards, 
and four assists.

Fordham has shown 
improvement this sea-
son, but fell victim to a 
hot shooting St. John’s 
team that usually strug-
gles from the outside.   

“We’re young, we 
didn’t execute a game 
plan,” Pecora said. 
“Part of our game plan 
was to make them beat 
us over the top and they 
shot the heck out of it.”

Fordham handed lopsided defeat by hot-shooting St. John’s

Fordham’s Jon Severe takes the ball down the court.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Tory Ferguson is em-

bracing the chances around 
his game this season. 

The St. Raymond junior 
guard is being asked to 
move from point guard to 
shooting guard after class-
mate Jaquan McKennon 
transferred. Ferguson and 
second-year Ravens coach 
Jorge Lopez see it as a nat-
ural progression for him 
since it will be the position 
he will have to play in col-
lege. 

“That’s what I am going 
to have to do in the future so 
it’s good I’m learning now,” 
the 6-foot-2 Ferguson said. 

The adjustment is more 
in mentality than any 
things physical. He has all 
the skills to play the posi-
tion. Lopez said Ferguson 
was too pass fi rst early in 
the preseason and he has to 
work on balancing knowing 
when to score himself and 
when to get his teammates 
involved.

“I’ve been trying to ex-
plain to him that you have 

to make right basketball 
plays,” Lopez said. 

One of those for the de-
fending CHSAA Archdioc-
esan champions is feeding 
slimmed down 6-foot-8 ju-
nior center Luis Santos. He 
and Ferguson have already 
begun developing chemis-
try. 

Santos was a dominant 
force in the CHSAA last 
season, but Lopez felt the 
extra weight took away 
his explosiveness. It made 
it easier for opponents to 
double-team him. This sea-
son expects Santos to have 
the extra spring in his step 
back.

“He is playing above the 
rim again,” the coach said. 

Santos’ play and his 
ability to stay on the fl oor 
are critical to Raven’s suc-
cess. They are undersized 
with 6-foot-3 junior Malik 
Thomas expected to start at 
power forward. He is a blue-
collar player who is a good 
rebounder for his size. 

St. Ray’s is still talented 
at the wings. It expects a big 

season for senior Kayvon 
Williams. He is beginning 
to come into his own after 
improving his jump shot 
to go with the athleticism 
to attack the rim. Senior 
Brandon Adams and Shawn 
Jones will both see time at 
shooting guard. 

This group will look to 
improve off last season that 
ended with the Raven’s be-
ing upset in the CHSAA In-
tersectional quarterfi nals 
by Archbishop Stepinac. 
They are off to a 1-2 start 
in the early season. Lopez 
feels his team got a lesson in 
handling success last year. 
They can’t take anyone 
lightly, even if they’ve been 
teams before. The defeat 
still stings and sticks with 
his player as the Ravens 
look to remain amongst the 
league’s elite club. 

“We wanted to win, but 
we just use it as a learning 
experience,” Ferguson said. 
We are not going to dwell on 
that. We are just going to 
use that motivation for this 
year.”

Ferguson set to lead St. Rays hoops
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try is potentially an 
extra $25+ million or so 
on a $200 million con-
tract, but it comes with 
a commute for his family 
from the Dominican Re-
public that includes no 
nonstops and half a day 
in the air from the D.R.’s 
Las Americas Interna-
tional Airport to Seattle-
Tacoma International. 

Or does he want to 
stay in New York, minus 
the $25 million, but with 
his family closer and the 
prestige of being a career 
Yankee and probably a 
much greater chance of 
winning? Plus, he can 
hang with Jay Z more. 
What’s it going to be, 
Robbie?

Cano, 31 and not mar-
ried, has always said this 
will be a family deci-
sion. During the All-Star 
Game, his dad spoke up 
and said not only did he 
think Cano would stay in 
the Bronx, but that it was 
at least important to the 
father that the commute 
not be that long. 

CATCHING PROSPECTS: 
The Yankees have not 
given up on their catch-
ing prospects, but if they 
develop they could be-
come important trade 
pieces. The Yankees 
could not turn to Gary 
Sanchez (Double-A in 
2013), Austin Romine 
(MLB backup in 2013), 
Francisco Cervelli (com-
ing off drug suspension) 
or J.R. Murphy (mostly 
Triple-A in 2013) and ex-
pect much of an upgrade 
for 2014. Sanchez, soon 
to be 21, is not ready yet. 
He has the highest ceil-
ing and, by the time he 
could be Bronx-bound, 
McCann could be ready 
to move to fi rst. In 2016, 
you could see Sanchez as 
the backup and then the 
starter in 2017. It could 
work out nicely.  Andrew 
Marchand (ESPNNY.
com) reports that he 
heard, “While the Yan-
kees want Cano to stay, 
they have already agreed 
with Brian McCann on an 
$85 million contract and 
are engaged in talks with 

a number of other free 
agents, which is chipping 
away at their goal of low-
ering the 2014 payroll to 
under $189 million to cut 
their luxury tax burden.                                                                                                                
If some of the Yan-
kees’ targets agreed to 
deals before Cano de-
cides, then Cano runs 
the risk that the Yan-
kees would move on.                                                                                         
There is no clear market 
for the 31-year-old All-
Star second baseman, 
though he is considered 
by far the best free agent 
available. Yankees team 
president Randy Levine 
already said last week 
the Yankees will not 
have serious talks with 
Cano until he drops off 
his original $310 million 
asking price. If the Yan-
kees’ $175 million won’t 
get it done, then the Yan-
kees must move on. Cano 
is a great player who will 
be missed the next three 
years. In the middle of 
the seven-year-deal, he 
will be 35, which is usu-
ally when most second 
baseman are going down-

hill. He probably won’t be 
as missed then. 

Cano may feel a little 
unloved at the moment 
as the Yankees aren’t giv-
ing him everything he 
wants. But if he goes to 
Seattle, his legacy will be 
about cash, and more im-
portantly, his family will 
be half a day away.

I AGREE WITH 
THIS FUTUREWATCH
Bob Molinaro (Hamp-

tonRoads.com) wrote, “Of 
the newly eligible play-
ers for baseball’s Hall 
of Fame, former Braves 
pitcher Greg Maddux is 
the only sure thing. As 
the winner of 355 games 
and four consecutive Cy 
Young Awards and as 
one who played without 
a hint of drug scandal, he 
should be a shoo-in.

OLYMPICS NEWS
The Sports Curmud-

geon gave us this Olym-
pic glimpse from the AP 
that appeared in the St. 
Paul Pioneer-Press. “The 
site of the future Olym-
pic Stadium in Rio de Ja-
neiro is surrounded by 

highly polluted water.‘In 
the neon green waters 
around the site of the fu-
ture Olympic Park, the 
average fecal pollution 
rate is 78 times that of 
the Brazilian govern-
ment’s “satisfactory” 
limit—and 195 times the 
level considered safe in 
the U.S. Nearly 70 per-
cent of Rio’s sewage goes 
untreated, meaning run-
off from its many slums 
and poor neighborhoods 
drain into waters soon to 
host some of the world’s 
best athletes.’The sailing 
and windsurfi ng compe-
titions will take place in 
the bay where this pollu-
tion exists. That ought to 
be fun…” 

COTE’S BON MOTS
Greg Cote (Miami 

Herald) wrote about 
ramblings from a clut-
tered mind: “The Hurri-
canes men’s basketball 
team will be away and 
playing on Thanksgiv-
ing in the John Wooden 
Legacy holiday tourna-
ment in Anaheim, Calif., 
opening against George 

Washington. I’m betting 
big on UM. Did some re-
search and found out 
George is 281 years old.”                                                                                                      
“ FIU yanked guard 
Raymond Taylor from 
a game Thursday over 
eligibility issues, upon 
learning he’d withdrawn 
from the NBA Draft after 
the deadline. Raymond, 
you’re 5-6. You withdraw-
ing from the NBA Draft 
is like me withdrawing 
from consideration for 
a Nobel Prize in litera-
ture.”

DWIGHT PERRY’S 
(SEATTLE TIMES) PARRIES

“Some brazen and/or 
thirsty thieves made off 
with 304,128 cases of Red 
Bull from a warehouse in 
Medley, FL., earlier this 
month.

Police insiders fear 
that the suspects might be 
on the run for a while.”

“Sentences I never 
imagined writing, one 
in a series: Police pulled 
over Jose Conseco’s car, 
and in the backseat were 
two goats wearing dia-
pers.”

Pipe Dreams: I Agree With This Futurewatch; Olympics News
From Page 73
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New 2014 Chevrolet 

MALIBU   LS

Includes $1925 GM rebate. Subj. to 
primary lender approval.

$149 *

4dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr steer/ABS/w/
lck, A/C, fwd, Stk#14147. AM/FM/
CD. MSRP $23,240. 2Yrs. factory 
maintenance† Only $595 bank 

fee+$149 1st pymnt+ $2914 down 
+ tax/tags due at signing. 

Per Mo. 36 Month Lease

New 2013 Chevrolet 

SONIC   LT

+tax/tags
Includes $2250 GM rebate.

$15,995 *

5door, 4cylinder, automatic trans-
mission, power steering/Anti-lock 

Brake System/window/locks, 
Air Conditioning, AM/FM Stereo/
MyLink, tilt wheel, cruise control. 

Stk#13453. MSRP $18,695.

YOU OWN IT!

New 2014 Chevrolet 

EQUINOX   LS

Includes $1435 GM rebate. Subj. to 
primary lender approval.

$169 *

5dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr steer/ABS/w/
lcks, A/C, fwd, Stk#14104. AM/FM/
CD. MSRP $25,390. 2Yrs. factory 

maintenance† Only $595 bank fee 
+ $169 1st pymnt + $2914 down 

+ tax/tags due at signing.

Per Mo. 36 Month Lease

New 2014 Chevrolet 

CRUZE   LT/RS

Includes $1700 GM rebate-Subj.  
to primary lender approval.

$125 *

LT/RS PKG, 4dr, 1.4L Turbo 4cyl, auto, 
pwr steer/ABS/w/lcks/seat, tech pkg, fog 

lamps, rear camera, rem start, A/C, MyLink, 
fwd, Stk#14201. MSRP $22,615. 2Yrs. fac-
tory maintenance† Only $595 bank fee+ 
$2914 down + tax/tags due at signing. 

Per Mo. 36 Month Lease

NO 1st Pymnt.

914.965.2400
561 Central Park Ave.Yonkers, NY 10704
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL Mon-Thur: 9-8, Fri: 9-6, 

Sat: 9-5, Closed Sundays

Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subj. to change without notice. Payments incl. all incentives to dealer. *Pricing includes all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. Must 
take delivery from dealer’s stock by 12/17/13. *Total payments / purchase option: Malibu: $5364/$13,480; Cruze: $4500/$13,569; Equinox $6084/$15,234: Subject to primary lender approv-

al, see dealer for complete details. Advertised leases are based on 10k per yr/25¢ overage. Lessee resp. for excess wear/ tear/maintenance. OnStar with turn-by-turn navi: based on a no charge 
6 mos. subscription from GM. †See dealer for complete details. Photos for illustration purposes only. Not resp. for typo errors and vehicles sold prior to publication date. DMV#2600376.

CHEVY,S
GIVING
MORE

THE BEST GIFTS DON’T ALWAYS FIT UNDER THE TREE




